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Owatonna track

Maiden voyage as Norse ship sets sail
By MARK DELAP

Managing Editor
   

Where do you go when you 
want to order a custom-made 
Viking ship?  

Evidently, you go to see Doug 
Meier from Christian Bros. 
Cabinets in Owatonna.  Wait.  
What?   A company specializing 
in kitchen cabinets building a 
Viking ship and then sailing that 
ship to Minneapolis?  

And what if I told you that the 
ship itself won’t actually float
on the briny foam, but there will 
be plenty of foam being blown 
from the heads of the beers 
which will sit atop this magnifi-
cent bar.

A 28 foot Viking bar.  Com-
plete with an eight foot hand 
carved keel.

It happened right here in your 
home town.

The story, due to become local 
legend, originated in the mind of 
Minnesota Vikings owner Ziggy 
Wilf.  With the new Viking sta-
dium almost complete,  Wilf 
needed an appropriate finishing
touch on his private suite,  “The 
Founders Lounge.” A place, 
where no doubt, the 66,200 peo-
ple who attend the new stadium 
won’t be allowed to frequent, 
but suffice to say, the crème de 
la crème will be bellying up,  
hob-knobbing and tipping a few.

Through an odd set of cir-
cumstances and a plot twist on 
the familiar scenario,  “I know a 
friend who knows a friend,” the 
Vikings approached CBC and 
asked them if they would be in-
terested in doing the project.

By MARK DELAP
Managing Editor

   

For the blues aficionados found here in the 
Midwest, you didn’t have to travel to The Blue 
Goose in Detroit or Kingston Mines in Chicago 
or even a shorter trip to The Dakota Jazz Club 
in Minneapolis.   Right here in Owatonna this 
past weekend there was a virtual “who’s who” 
of famous blues musicians.

Tom Elbert,  one of the brothers of the en-
trepreneurial team of “Joe and Tom,” struck a 
dominant seventh chord with Smokin’ in Steele 
this year.  And it was all done to benefit the Spe-
cial Olympics kids.

Great food,  killer entertainment and a noble 
cause.  The trifecta for success in any business, 
venue or endeavor.

I’ve been surrounded with music since I was 

a small boy and have not only had the great for-
tune of being a musician myself,  but also boast 
an influential cousin, Peter Stampfel, who won a 
Grammy in the 90’s and was one of the original 
folk singers in the 60’s and has deep roots here 
in Minnesota.  He sings the song, “So you wan-
na be a bird” on the soundtrack of the movie, 
“Easy Rider.”  But I digress. 

Saturday night in Owatonna.  Who would 
have thought you could come and see blues 
greats like Shaun Murphy who was a singer in 
Bob Seeger’s band.   Dave Lambert, Donna Dahl 
– winners of last year’s Road to Memphis Blues 
Challenge, Larry Grisham & Tommy Stillwell – 
international CD recording artists,  Tullie Brae 
– Nashville’s brightest upcoming

Hot Smokin’ Steele

VOYAGE
Continued on Page 4A

SMOKIN’
Continued on Page 4A

FEEDLOT
Continued on Page 4A

Staff photo by Mark DeLap

Dan Meier tends bar at Chirstian Bros. Closets in Owatonna, as patrons take a look at the 
Founders Lounge Ship heading to Minneapolis. 

Top: Shaun Murphy is an American Blues and R&B singer 
songwriter, best known for her powerhouse singing style. 
Her recording career started in 1971 with Motown Records.  
She was a part of Bob Seeger’s band and joined the all-blues 
jam finale in Owatonna on Satu day night.  Murphy brought 
the house down.

Left: Tullie Brae, a soulful blues artist and ivory tickler from 
the bayou who usually plays with her band, “The Medicine 
Man Revue” performed as both a single and with the all-star 
grand finale jam on Satu day night at the Steele County 
Fairgrounds.

Staff photos by Mark DeLa

Golf team brings hardware home
The fi e department came into 
Blooming Prairie with lights, 
sirens, fanfare and panashe.  
There was no fi e,  but there were 
plenty of fi eworks at Willow Creek 
where the BP boys golf team 
qualified for State as did aylor 
Christianson for the girls.  The 
local fi e department escorted the 
teams and the trophy hardware 
back to the high school as a part 
of the celebration. Story on 1B

By KAREN JORGENSEN 
County Staff Writer

The Minnesota Department 
of Administration’s office has 
notified the Westfield Town-
ship Board that the office is 
reviewing the township super-
visors conduct under the Min-
nesota Open Meetings Law.

The review was requested 
by James P. Peters, the at-
torney representing Lowell 
and Evelyn Trom in a lawsuit 
against the county relating to 
the issuance of a permit for a 
feedlot in Westfield Township.

The alleged open meeting 
violations are all related to the 
township’s actions regarding 
the issuance of that permit.

The Commissioner of Ad-
ministration will issue an ad-
visory opinion on three issues, 
Stacie Christensen, director of 
the Information Policy Analy-
sis Division, said in a letter to 
Wolf, chair of the Westfiel  
Board.

The issues addressed will 
include:

• Did the Westfield Town-
ship Board of Supervisors 
comply with Minnesota Stat-
utes, section 13D.04, regard-
ing a March 31, 2015 meeting;

• Did the supervisors com-
ply with Minnesota Statutes, 
Chapter 13D, if they met out-
side a noticed meeting and 
agreed not to implement any 
planning or zoning ordinance;

• Did the supervisors com-
ply with Minnesota Statutes, 
Chapter 13D, when two mem-
bers (a quorum) attended a 
county planning commission 
meeting and heard and dis-
cussed matters also before the 
board.

State to 
issue opinion 
on meeting 
law violation

s



At ESPN they showcase a segment of boneheaded 
plays, decisions or goof-ups.  They call the segment,  
“C’mon Man!”   This local adaptation of the popular seg-
ment goes out to the legislators who have once again suc-
cessfully put the highway 14 project in limbo.

The Highway 14 controversy continues.  People have 
tried everything to get some help and to get some relief,  but 
on May 25, the transportation bill “failed.”  Some smooth-
talking politicians chalked it up to a lack of time, however 
this bill sat for months and nothing was done.  Add to that 
the fact that this project has been discussed for decades.

In actuality, the bill failed due to a last second “light rail 
amendment” which was slipped in at the midnight hour by 
Senator Latz.  As a result, no amendment was created for 
the transportation bill and for the 85 million dollars needed 
to complete the Highway 14 project.

Bottom line  as they reached the midnight hour on shut-
ting down the project,  money mysteriously appeared for 
a rail project that just seemed to materialize out of thin air.

C’mon man!  Kidding right?  Actually,  this was a very well 
thought out plan and timed perfectly for the advancement 
of the rail project and the demise of the transportation bill.  

I’ve seen far more cars on highway 14 than I have on the 
rails.   The condition of this major thoroughfare is deplor-
able,  antiquated and the traffic has become a nightmare.  

From the Minnesota Transportation Alliance,  Progress 
in Motion has launched a “Fund Our Roads” ad campaign 
which is meant to educate voters on the need for new road 
and bridge funding.  

Margaret Donahoe, Executive Director of the Minne-
sota Transportation Alliance states, “With 50 per cent of 
the state’s roads and bridges more than 50 years old, and 
1,000 of the state’s bridges are structurally insufficient, the 
time is now for lawmakers to approve a long term, dedi-
cated source of funding to repair and expand Minnesota’s 
highways.

“Last year political gridlock prevented lawmakers from 
enacting a sweeping transportation bill that would have 
paid for improvements that would have paid for improve-
ments to major commerce corridors, including sections of 
I-94 and Highways 14 and 23.  Legislators can’t let party 
politics get in the way of supporting new revenue for some-
thing that is so critical to Minnesota’s economy and the 
safety of the state’s drivers.”

There are only a few words that need to be added to 
Donahoe’s statement.   I-35W bridge collapse.  158 killed 
or injured.

It appears that our legislators are not seeing the billboards 
on Highway 14 as they have been camped in St. Paul too 
long or they evidently plan on taking the train as their opti-
mum mode of transportation.  They surely are NOT hearing 
the cries of the people.  Perhaps it’s time to find legislators 
who are neither procrastinators, blind or deaf.  A reminder 
to the voters,  that ball is in your court as you head to the 
polls this November.
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C’mon Man!

Ever since my older two chil-
dren have been off to college, 
it hasn’t been the same around 
our house, especially for my 
youngest daughter. She deeply 
misses her older siblings.

But she’s getting a reprieve 
this summer. And in a big way.

My oldest just returned home 
for the entire summer after 
spending the past four months 
studying abroad in Belgium. 
My son also returned home for 
the summer. In the eyes of my 
9-year-old, it’s one big happy 

family again. Cailyn can’t let 
her eyes off of them.

The bond shared between all 
of them is strong and mighty. 
In fact, it’s almost too much, 
at least if you ask my oldest. 
Kyrie gets smothered with love 
almost to the point of where 
she wants to escape the house 
for a while. 

Kyrie affectionately de-
scribes her little sis as “the 
stalker.” Cailyn is always 
keeping sister within eyesight. 
She reaches out with big hugs 
and kisses. It’s almost comical 
for me to watch this bond grow 
deeper and deeper.

It becomes a challenge for 
me to separate the two at times. 
It seems I can’t get Cailyn to 
do anything without “my Ky-
rie,” as she refers to her. 

This past weekend I worked 
my magic and got the two 
separated, at least for a while. 
Cailyn and I went out on a bi-
cycle ride together. It ended up 
being just the two of us mostly 
because Kyrie doesn’t have a 
working bike at this time. 

As we rounded the midway 

point in our bike trek, Cailyn 
stopped and asked me, “Is 
there a short cut to get home? 
I need my Kyrie.” I busted out 
laughing, especially after it had 
been only 15 minutes since we 
left home. We continued on our 
normal ride without any short 
cuts just to give my oldest a 
little well-deserved breathing 
room.

Meal time also becomes in-
teresting. Cailyn has to always 
sit next to big sister. It’s almost 
like mom and dad don’t even 
exist. The two sisters are glued 
to the hip and nothing is going 
to get in their way. That’s at 
least how one of them feels. 

Big sister adds to the com-
motion by teasing little sis. 
Last week in a serious tone 
Kyrie told her she was mov-
ing back to Europe for good. 
Cailyn almost instantly broke 
out in tears. She’s as emotional 
as they come. 

There are also a few little 
squabbles and catty fights 
thrown into the mix for good 
measure. For an outsider, it 
would look like the classic 
love-hate relationship. The 
sibling rivalry is priceless.

As a parent, I’m thrilled to 
see the bond the sisters have 
developed, though it can be a 
little overbearing at times. It’s 
also nice to see given the age 
difference between them. They 
are 12 years apart. 

Researchers now say the 
bond created with your sister 
can be one of the most impor-
tant in your life. Sisters can 
develop into the closest confi-
dante and critic. 

I hope there is nothing that 
will ever break the bond my 
daughters share for each other 
as they go in hot pursuit of 
sisterly love forever. 

Sisterly love at its best
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More steps taken 
into the future

Proud grandparents, 
we definitely are.

Two major steps were 
taken recently by our two 
granddaughters and they 
make us very proud.

First, granddaughter Kaley 
graduated from Luther College 
in Decorah, Iowa, with a BA 
degree in elementary education. 
Second, granddaughter Jenna 
graduated from New Rich-
mond, Wisconsin High School.

I use personal connections 
to these steps into the future 
to allow our readers to also 
reflect on how proud they are as 
parents, grandparents  and even 
great-grandparents of graduates.

Whether they graduate from 
high school or college, it is a 
well deserved accomplishment 

and more future steps lie ahead.
It’s always enjoyable 

and inspirational to hear 
messages brought by stu-
dents or other speakers at 
graduation ceremonies.

“Save the Planet” was the 
message brought by Luther Col-
lege commencement speaker 
Alexandra Cousteau. She is the 
granddaughter of Jacques-Yves 
Cousteau, an explorer world-
renowned for recording his dis-
coveries in books and documen-
taries, as well as pioneering the 
field of marine conservation.

The younger Cousteau is a 
filmmaker, water advocate and 
third-generation explorer. 

REFLECTIONS
Story on Page 4A

Letter to the editor:

Does anybody remember the 
chaos in the Minnesota House at 
the end of last year’s session?  It 
is interesting after another failed 
Minnesota Legislative Session, 
the Republican Leadership is 
trying to put the blame on Dem-
ocratic Legislators.        In the 
May 25th edition of the People’s 
Press, Rep. Petersburg’s article 
on the opinion page was head-
lined, “Minnesota Senate Demo-

crats kill Highway 14 funding.”  
The May 26th edition of the 
People’s Press included an ar-
ticle about Republican Leader-
ship hosting a press conference 
at Settes that looked more like 
a public relations opportunity 
for Republicans as opposed to a 
real call for completion of Hwy 
14.  Senator Vicki Jensen, who 
has worked harder than any 
other legislator to get funding 
for Hwy 14, attended the event, 
even though she was not invited.

Again, Senate Democrats 
were blamed because they added 
an amendment after the House 
gave the Senate 13 minutes to 
look at the entire bill before 
mandated adjournment at mid-
night Sunday.  The amendment 

would have allowed the Metro 
Area to raise the portion of Met-
ro tax revenue collected desig-
nated for Metro Area use from 
10 percent to 20 percent.  

Democrats presented their 
bonding bill on May 4th.  The 
Republican bonding bill wasn’t 
presented until May 18th, five 
days before the sessions man-
dated close.  I urge everyone 
reading this to get on the Internet 
and watch the last hour of this 
year’s session in the Minnesota 
House.  Republican Leadership 
rammed the legislation through 
the House and then rushed it 
over to the Senate.  Republican 
Leadership said they had no 
prior knowledge of the Senate’s 
proposed amendment.  Demo-
cratic Leadership said they did.  

Watch a segment on the most 
recent “Almanac at the Capi-

tal” program on the Internet for 
some insight on an exchange 
of text messages or lack of ex-
change between Sen. Bakk and 
Speaker Daudt. 

 Why did Republican Leader-
ship waste so much time in in-
troducing their own legislation 
and not allowing time for debate 
and compromise?  Do we want 
to go back to the days of raising 
fees, unallotments, reducing lo-
cal government aid and delay-
ing funds appropriated for our 
school districts?  I don’t think 
that is what the citizens of Min-
nesota want.  Remember what 
Republican leadership has done 
when you vote this year.

Philip Heim
Medford

Republican 
Leadership fails, 
again

Letter to the Editor

Cailyn, left sharing a moment after Kyrie, right, after getting 
home from studying aboard in Europe.



By LEMAR NELSON
Staff  Writer

Reaching the age of 100 
is not so rare, as it once was.  
But it is still an amazing 
milestone in life, one that Lu-
ella Benson has reached with 
grace and humility. Lu, as she 
is best known by family and 
friends celebrated that occa-
sion with a big party at first 
Lutheran church on Saturday, 
May 27.  Family and friends 
almost filled the church fel-
lowship room, a testament to 
the respect she commands by 
her presence.  

Lu’s family of 11 children 
and many other relative spent 
time reminiscing about Lu 
and the long history of her 
combined families.  When 
asked what the secret to her 
longevity was, she replied 
that it was no secret, but just 
good luck and a lot of support 
from family and community.  
A long feature of her life ap-
peared in the Steele County 
Times a few months ago, and 
writer Howard Lestrud gave 
the public an excellent picture 
in words about her lifetime 
experiences.

As stepson Vern Benson 
tells it, “When Mom and Dad 
married, she brought disci-

pline and order to our family, 
one which had been exist-
ing without either for several 
years.  I admire her for instill-
ing those traits into our life. 
She has been a very dedicated 
matriach to her extended fam-
ily, and her sense of responsi-

bility and discipline have car-
ried all the way to this age.”

Although not too many ex-
periences were available off 
hand, Becky Duel does re-
member a weekend camping 
trip to then Mississippi River.  
“One reason it is still clear”, 

said Becky “ is that we forgot 
one of the kids and had to go 
back to get him.”  The forgot-
ten one was not named.

Billy duel commented 
about how the two combined 
families stayed together and 
supported one another.  “I 

started wrestling”, said 
Duel, “because my broth-
ers Ron and Vern were 
very good wrestlers.  I was 
so little that I couldn’t even 
make the 95-pound weight 
class, but I liked the sport 
and wanted to be like my 
brothers.  It didn’t hurt that 
family friend and science 
teacher Harry Buck served 
as wrestling coach”

As Lestrud pointed out 
in his feature article, Lu 
has lived through the terms 
of 17 presidents, has seen 
the introduction of the au-
tomobile, placement of TV 
sets in the homes, and the 
installation of running wa-
ter and indoor toilets in her 
home, and the creation of 
the computer.  That is quite 
a list of events, and she is 
suitably amazed by all of 
them.

When she was informed 
of the big plans for her 
100th part, she replied, “ I 
hope I can be there.”  Well, 
she has been there, and she 

has no plans to discontinue 
living yet.  Congratulation to 
Lu and her 100 years.

Steele County Times  •  June 7, 2016 • 3A

Second Front

Summer is here! Well almost, 
and along with summer comes 
many 4-H Summer Adventures 
throughout Steele County.  4-H 
Adventures are opportunities 
for youth to experience hands 
on 4-H programing at both the 
Blooming Prairie and Owa-
tonna Library sites in June and 
July. This year, 4-H will bring 
the “Great Summer Camp 
Out”!  Activities will be geared 
around campfires, maps, water-
front, wildlife, bugs, and nature.  
Come join us at the Blooming 
Prairie Library at 10:30 a.m. and 
the Owatonna Library at 3 p.m. 
even Wednesday starting June 
22 through July 27. 

SPLASH into 4-H! Keep an 
eye on your local swimming 
pools and lakes as 4-H will be 
there to help cool you down. 
Back again for the summer, 
Kali, our 4-H intern, will be on 
site with water science activities 
and games for youth of all ages.  
Watch for flyers to be posted in 
later June. 

4-H on Wheels will be rolling 
into a location near you again 
this summer. This program pro-
vides six weeks of programming 
at various sites around Steele 
County bringing youth oppor-
tunities to explore project areas 
and teambuilding outside of the 
traditional 4-H meeting. Be on 
the lookout for Bria as she will 
be setting up her schedule this 
June and coming to a site near 
you! 

Looking for an opportunity 
to get your hands dirty? Come 
to the Owatonna Hy-Vee for 
the One Stop Garden program 
and check it out for yourself! A 
4-H Program Coordinator and 
the Hy-Vee dietitian, along the 
Master Gardeners will be there 
on Thursdays from 10 – 11:30 
starting June 9 through August 
4. Each week, youth will get a 
chance to explore gardening, 
snacks with fresh fruits and veg-
etables, and explore the science 
behind nature. Classes are free 
and are held rain or shine. 

As you can see summer is 
about to kick off for Steele 
County 4-H, be sure to stop in 
and check out one or all of our 
summer programs! We are al-
ways looking for more volun-
teers to help with our programs, 
please contact our office if you 
are interested in helping.  

For more information 
contact us at the 

Steele County Extension 
Office at 507-444-7685

4-H 
summer 
adventure

The diamond jubilee of celebrating strawberries
By HOWARD LESTRUD

Staff Writer

Have you ever had a dream that you ate 
200 pounds of strawberries?

That dream might be owned by the 
many volunteers who are preparing for 
the 75th Annual Red Oak Grove Luther-
an Church Strawberry Festival to be held 
from 4-7 p.m. Tuesday, June 14 at the 
Red Oak Grove church, 30456 Mower 
Freeborn Road. 

More than 450 attended the special 
event on a hot and sunny day last year.

An estimated 20 volunteers met at the 
church three weeks ago to wash, stem, 
slice and add sugar to the 200 pounds of 
strawberries purchased at Hy-Vee Gro-
cers of Austin. It took the church women 
about three hours to prepare the strawber-
ries for the June 14 extravaganza.

The Red Oak Grove Strawberry Festi-
val started 75 years ago as an ice cream 
social get together and eventually grew 
into a large festival featuring lots of food, 
craft items, a bake sale and a quilt raffle. 

This year’s quilt was created by Pat 
Hanson and is on display at the church. 
Winner of the quilt will be drawn at the 
conclusion of the festival. You need not 
be present to win. Joyce Peterson won the 
quilt last year that was donated by Red 
Oak member Diana Magnuson.

Prior to having dessert, visitors can 
enjoy sloppy joes, potato salad, chips, 
baked beans and hot dogs. The dessert 
consists of fresh strawberries, ice cream 
and shortcake. Angel food cake is also 
served. A kids menu is also provided and 

will include a hot dog, chips, potato sal-
ad, beans and strawberries and ice cream.

Youth of the church will serve as wait-
ers and waitresses. All volunteers will 
wear red, Red Oak Grove 150th anni-
versary shirts. The church celebrated its 
150th anniversary in 2009.

Four area health care centers have been 
invited at special times, beginning at 
12 noon. Invited are residents of Prairie 
Manor Care Center of Blooming Prairie, 
St. Mark’s Care Center of Austin, the 
Cedars of Austin and the Sacred Heart 
Health Care Center of Austin.

In preparation for the special event, 
many volunteers worked on landscaping 
the church. More than 30 persons from 
the Gift Growing In Faith Together group 
helped clean the church on May 4. The 
group meets every first Wednesday of the 
month except the summer months.

More prep work will be done the Sun-
day before the Tuesday event. Workers 
will make the potato salad on Monday 
and prepare the sloppy joes fresh on the 
Tuesday morning of the event. Linda 
Christianson, a lead organizer for the 
festival, said workers will prepare 250 
pounds of hamburger for the sloppy joes 
and 120 pounds of potatoes  and 12 dozen 
eggs for the potato salad. 

WELCA (Women of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of America) sponsors 
the annual event. “Everyone comes out 
of the wood work for this unified church 
effort,” Christianson said.

Submitted photo

Twenty women of Red Oak Grove Lutheran Church three weeks ago worked 
on cleaning 200 pounds of strawberries for the upcoming June 14 Strawberry 
Festival at the church. Joyce Peterson and Eunice Doocy were two of the busy 
workers. This year’s celebration is the 75th annual. 

One hundred and counting 

Staff photo by Howard Lestrud

Luella Benson’s grandson Derek Benson and great granddaughter Briana Benson, take time for 
a family photo with grandmother Luella Benson who turned 100 on May 28, 2016.

Staff photo by awni Hammer

Tuesday was a cold and rainy day in Minnesota.  Although April showers should be well behind us,  I guess Ma Nature didn’t get the 
memo.   It should give us a very green and lush summer.

Tuesdays With Minnesota Patriotism lives
in the classroom
By HOWARD LESTRUD 

Staff Writer

Patriotism is alive and well 
in the third grade classrooms of 
Blooming Prairie Elementary 
School.

Members of Blooming Prairie 
American Legion Post 52 and 
Auxiliary and members of VFW 
Post 878 and Auxiliary one day 
last week visited the third grade 
classrooms of Angie Avery, 
Stephanie Murphy and Chelsea 
Van Roekel. The three classes 
count 62 students.

Purpose of the visit was to ex-
plain some known and unknown 
facts about flag etiquette and 
about the Pledge of Allegiance.

The veterans organization 
representatives also presented 
awards to the winners of the 
Patriotic Coloring Contest. All 

third graders entered.
Representing the local Le-

gion, VFW and their auxiliaries 
were: Marilyn Witzel, Judy Le-
strud, Joyce Johns, Ardell Sw-
enson, Ken Vermilyea and Tom 
Wolters.

Witzel, a former teacher, pre-
sented a very thorough outline 
of the meaning of the American 
flag and she also explained the 
words found in the Pledge of Al-
legiance.

She told students about the 
early flag displaying 13 stripes 
to represent the 13 colonies. She 
mentioned the meaning of the 
flag  colors: red, bravery; white, 
purity and goodness and blue, 
justice.

FLAGS
Continued on Page 4A
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Top: Dave Lambert of the blues band, “Brother Sun Sister Moon” 
was intense on stage Saturday night at Smokin’ in Steele.  

Left: Rochester KTTC-TV-10 cameraman Chuck Sibley stood in 
front of the band,  “The Jimmys” which was a powerful blues 
band that was a cross between the 70’s band, Chicago and John 
Mayall’s Bluesbreakers.  The crowd and the show was, as John 
“blueshammer” Hammer said, “OFF THE HOOK.”

blues singer,  Mike Carvale – bassist who 
has played with many music legends,  and 
Mike Fugazzi – jazz harmonica player who 
teaches blues for kids on MNBS.  All other 
very famous names in blues circles and for 
a grand finale performance that outlasted the 
last stanza of anyone’s agenda, most all ap-
peared on stage for a final all-star jam.  

If this group would have appeared in a met-
ropolitan setting, there may well have been 
over 20,000 in attendance.  In Owatonna it 
was the opportunity of a lifetime, having the 
blues greats come and sit on the front porch 
of our hometown and treat us like family.

More than one person commented on the 
dedication of this year’s group of perform-
ers.  “They aren’t here for a paycheck.” Said 
Knights of Columbus worker, Larry Fisher.  
“This group of performers are here because 
they love to play their music.  Whether there 
are eight people in the audience or 8,000.”

You could sense it.  At the end of the night 
when most entertainers would have clocked 
out and went home,  this group stayed well 
past last call,  and when it was over,  they 
took the show out to the campgrounds where 
they left their codas at home.

Harry Chapin used to sing a song entitled, 
“Mr. Tanner.”  The line that has always stuck 
with me was,  “Music was his life, it was not 
his livelihood.”   I got the sense from these 
gifted artists who stay true to their craft that 
it is a calling rather than a profession.

There is nothing “phoned in” or “phony” 
about them.  They have a passion burning 
inside and with their music, it’s as if they 
have the gift to impart it into the hearts of 
those who don’t merely hear, but actually 
listen.   What the crowd walked away with 
Saturday night was a gift that one could 

feel deep into the human emotion.  Songs 
that entertain are one thing,  but music that 
leaves a fingerprint on the soul is quite an-
other thing altogether. 

“You want to know the best kept secret?” 
asked Tom Elbert. “It’s that we’ve kept 
Owatonna the best kept secret.”   

In the final half hour of the show Saturday 
night,  Elbert was already sharing some of 
his dreams and possible collaborations with 
local blues guru,  John ‘blueshammer’ Ham-
mer for an upcoming show that would,  well,  
I’ll just say this.  BUCKLE UP.  

This was the ninth annual Smokin’ in 
Steele and one of the biggest and most prof-
itable fundraising events in the area.  The 
event itself has many facets and something 
for everyone.  From a 5K race to a bike 
cruise to an antique tractor and truck show 
to the BBQ cooking competition which in 
itself is becoming legendary.  

This year Kingsford Charcoal got on board 
and offered a $1,000 matching amount if the 
winner was cooking with Kingsford Char-
coal.

The Steele County Fairgrounds were full 
on Sunday morning.  Full of the memories 
of a very successful weekend.  Stomachs 
full of some of the finest barbecue in the 
world, the dance floor filled to capacity, left-
over programs blowin’ in the wind boasting 
a line-up that rivaled anything going on in 
America that night,  and blues so smooth it 
was like sippin’ sweet tea on a warm sum-
mer night down on the bayou.

RV mogul and Owatonna resident, Mike 
Noble may have said it best as he puffed on 
his cigar, looked me in the eyes with a large 
smile on his face commented…  “There’s 
just no place like home.”

And it felt good to be down home 
Owatonna this weekend. 

As a courtesy,  the 2016 Smokin’ in 
Steele photo montage is running hot 
and true on our Facebook,  our web-

site and at Youtube: www.youtube.com/
watch?v=6daObHpF0ro

SMOKIN’
Continued from Page 1A

FEEDLOT
Continued from Page 1A REFLECTIONS

Continued from Page 2A

VOYAGE 
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In his request for the review 
Peters said that Supervisors 
Bruce Wolf, Owen Kirkebon 
and Paul Fibiger conducted a 
special town board meeting on 
March 31, 2015 without mail-
ing, posting or publishing no-
tice. The meeting, Peters said, 
was to have been an electors 
meeting requested by petition 
frombi township residents and 
was posted as such.

Instead of the electors meet-
ing, Peters said, the supervi-
sors convened a board meeting 
and hired an attorney and ap-
proved an interim ordinance.

The second incident, Peters 
said, involved a public hear-
ing and meeting scheduled 
for Dec. 1, 2014.  He said the 
three supervisors met before 
that date, “either in person, 
by phone or electronically” to 
discuss the hearing and subse-
quently cancelled the meeting.

The third incident alleged 
was on Dec. 11, 2014 at a 
Dodge County Planning Com-
mission meeting when Kirke-
bon and Wolf attended and 
took public input on issues 

impacting the township, Peters 
said.

Township officials have on 
several occasions denied any 
wrongdoing and said they have 
consulted with the Minnesota 
Association of Townships for 
assistance.

Christensen told board mem-
bers that in making a decision 
the commissioner will con-
sider only those comments that 
Peters provided and comments 
made by the board members or 
their attorney in response. Any 
comments by the town board 
must be submitted by June 20, 
she said.

The commissioner will make 
a decision by July 21, 2016.

The opinion issued by the 
commissioner, Christensen 
said, is not binding on the 
board. However, she said, a 
court must give the opinion 
deference and the opinion may 
offer some legal protection if 
the board chooses to follow 
the conclusion reached by the 
commissioner.

“It’s kind of a weird story, actually,” 
Meier said, “they approached us and 
asked us if we would be interested in 
building a ship.  And we’re like, we’ve 
never built a ship, we build kitchen cabi-
nets, but we’re more than willing to try 
it.”

Meier went on to say that the greatest 
challenge was to get the design complet-
ed and approved by the Vikings organiza-
tion.  “We wanted it to be right, because it 
was a one time thing.” Said Meier.  “We 
also wanted it to be a piece of art, not just 
a piece of furniture.”

The Vikings not only loved the design 
and the finished work of art, but they 
showed their appreciation at a christen-
ing of sorts in the CBC shipyard on May 
31.   “The Vikings have been great to 

work with,”  said Meier,  “and we ap-
preciate them letting us hold a party like 
this for our small town.  And it just shows 
you what this town’s about,  how the peo-
ple come out and support everything like 
this.”

The ship itself was constructed to be 
“deconstructed” into five pieces so that it 
could be moved to the stadium and reas-
sembled in the Founders Lounge.  Meier 
and his crew did just that last Thursday 
morning.  By Thursday afternoon,  Meier 
was back measuring kitchen cabinets and 
Wilf was showing off his new ship.

Meier declined to say how much the 
ship cost, but did say that it was an ex-
pensive piece of art.  There were over 
600 man hours into the project and the 
unveiling last week brought out well 

over 300 spectators,  CBC staff and fam-
ily and as a special treat, the Vikings sent 
two Viking cheerleaders to be a part of 
the celebration.

The ship is made of fir on the hull and 
the keel with the bar top itself, solid wal-
nut with brass Minnesota Viking icon in-
lays.  To seal the deal, there are three coats 
of their pigmented conversion varnish.   
The icons themselves were routered in 
with a CNC machine and brass shavings 
were added to the created cavitations, ep-
oxied, sanded and then varnished.  

This is the second company from 
Owatonna that is being utilized to help 
with the US Bank Stadium in the down-
town east section of Minneapolis. Vira-
com provided all the glass for the billion 
dollar venue. 

To my knowledge,  a glass of cham-
pagne was not busted over the hull, but 
that’s not to say that the old girl won’t 
taste of her share of the bubbly as it is 
spilled to her magnificent façade on 
game days.  

The “Where’s Mark” segment on Vid-
eo can be seen at Christian Bros. Cabi-
nets and you can actually see the celebra-
tion as it was occurring complete with 
Viking balloons, enthusiastic crowds and 
Viking cheerleaders.  

Please go to our Facebook page or you 
may tap our Youtube directly at:   www.
youtube.com/watch?v=ECvAbAf7AHY

Staff photos by Mark DeLap

Over three hundred spectators attended the christening of the new Viking Ship that set sail for The Founders Lounge at US Bank Stadium in Minneapolis. 

She is the founder of Blue 
Legacy International, a non-
profit organization with 
the mission of empower-
ing people to reclaim and 
restore the world’s waters, 
one community at a time. 

She has led Blue Legacy 
expeditions across six con-
tinents and produced more 
than 100 award-winning 
short films about water is-
sues around the world.

Six hundred graduates, 

their families and friends 
listened to the commence-
ment address by Cousteau on 
the football field at Luther.

No speaker of international 
renown was featured at Jenna’s 
high school graduation but in-
spiring messages were delivered 
by tri-valedictorians and by a 
dynamic high school principal.

Senior Valedictorian Ben 
Werner traced his 13-year 
school journey by comparing it 
to putting together pieces of a 
puzzle. “We have matured but 
really haven’t changed over 
the years but now are dumped 
out of the puzzle box into the 
real world,” Werner said.

“Keep searching and cre-
ate your own puzzle; embrace 
each puzzle as an opportu-
nity,” Werner continued.

Valedictorian Victoria John-
son used the numbers 982,000 
miles to outline her message. 
She said that mileage would 
get one to the moon and back 
twice. She spoke about taking 
risks. She quoted the late Sen. 
Robert F. Kennedy who said by 
taking risks we can find greater 

success. Failures lead to suc-
cess, she said. “Did you know 
Albert Einstein was expelled 
from school?” Johnson asked.

Valedictorian Breelynn Karno 
challenged her fellow graduates 
to seize every moment present-
ed to them. “Life doesn’t work 
in  halves, pieces and parts and 
it can be a struggle,” she said. 
“Live fully and completely 
and take risks,” ‘she said. “Try 
your best and do what you 
want to do,” she challenged.

Principal Tom Wissink 
encouraged graduates to 
remember three impor-
tant elements of life:

1) Your parents are brilliant.
2) Make your bed (by doing 

this you have done something 
constructive to start the day).

3) Change the world.
“The most valuable thing you 

can give is yourself,” Prin-
cipal Wissink said before he 
presented the Class of 2016.

Remember the words you 
heard at commencement and 
cherish those words for-
ever. They may help shape 
the world in the future.

FLAGS
Continued from Page 3A

Wolters and Vermilyea went 
through the procedure of folding 
a flag at a funeral or memorial 
service.

Prizes were given to the first 
three place finishers in the col-
oring contest. Anthony Pena 
placed first, Brady Kittelson was 
second and Evan Fyksen was 
third. Each received a certificate 
and prize money.

The contest was judged by 
Doris Rasmussen, Judy Lestrud 
and Marilyn Meshke.

Following the presentation 
of coloring contest awards, 
veterans organization repre-
sentatives distributed small 
American flags (Legion 
Auxiliary), rulers (VFW 
Auxiliary) and bookmarks.



Steele County Times • Tuesday, June 7, 2016 • 5A

Area Church Schedule
118 5th Ave.

Ellendale
507-684-2471
Andy & Mary Lerberg

LERBERG’S 
FITNESS 
CENTER

Locally Owned & Operated
237 Hwy. Ave. S.

Blooming Prairie
507-583-6671

Michael Bishman
121 W. Broadway St.
Owatonna, MN 55060

Phone: (507) 451-0193
Fax: (507) 451-6640

322 East Main St.
Blooming Prairie

507-583-2276

FLOOR 
TECH

www.expressowatonna.com
507-455-3002
800-832-3002

812 S. Elm Ave.
Owatonna, MN 55060

3249 N County Road 45
Owatonna

507-451-7121

Service Center:
507-528-2233

After Hours Towing:
507-456-4158
111 Front Street

P.O. Box 282
Claremont, MN

Garlick’s Water 
Conditioning

Sales • Service • Rentals • Leasing

800-722-1282
www.garlickswater.com

1180 Frontage Rd E • Owatonna
507-455-9551

www.owatonnagranite.com

“Creating Your Story in Stone”

FOR THAT HOMETOWN 
PERSONAL TOUCH

Hwy. 218
Blooming Prairie

507-583-2018

Call Jon Arnett @
455-3735 for a tour 

236 22nd St. SE • Owatonna

Vibrant Living For  
Individuals 55 & Older  
at a Reasonable Price

1011 Hoffman Drive
Owatonna

507-451-2585
www.kernelrestaurant.com

Minimizer.com • 800-248-3855 • Blooming Prairie

800-248-3855
www.minimizer.com

Blooming Prairie

Lutheran

AURORA LUTHERAN  
6329 SE 38th St., Owatonna 

Pastor Stephanie Wood
(507) 676-5696 

10:45 a.m. Sunday Worship Service 
9:15 a.m. Sunday School
TRINITY LUTHERAN  

CHURCH 
588 S.E. 118th St., Blooming Prairie 

Pastor Stephanie Wood
(507) 676-5696 

Sunday School 10:15 a.m.
Sunday Worship 9:00 a.m.

FIRST LUTHERAN 
CHURCH—ELCA 

434 First St. SW., Blooming Prairie 
Charles Leonard, Senior Pastor 

Heidi Heimgartner, Associate Pastor 
(507) 583-6621  

firstlutheranbp.com 
Summer Worship: 

9:00 a.m.  
FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH 
8953 S.W. 37th Ave., Hope         

Pastor Sandy Miller 
(507) 451-3854 

Services: 9 a.m. Sunday School, 
Adult Ed: 10:15 a.m.

GOOD SHEPHERD 
LUTHERAN—LCMS 

2500 Seventh Ave. N.E., Owatonna 
The Rev. Mark Rosenau,  

the Rev. Gregory Schlicker  
(507) 451-4125 

www.goodshephardowatonna.com 
Services: 8 a.m., 9:15 a.m. &  

10:30 a.m. Sunday 
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m.  

PONTOPPIDAN LUTHERAN 
CHURCH

9651 SW 75th Street Ellendale 
(507)465-8366

Family Choir 9:00-9:15 a.m.
Sunday School/Adult Education  

9:15 a.m. Sunday, Worship 10:15 a.m.
ST. MICHAEL’S  

LUTHERAN—ELCA 
30450 570th Ave., Waltham 

Minister Dwight DoBell 
(507) 567-2474 

Service: 8:30 a.m. Sunday Sunday 
School: 9:45 a.m. 

RED OAK GROVE  
LUTHERAN—ELCA 

30456 Mower-Freeborn Road, Austin 
Pastor Lindsay Stolen 

(507) 583-2038 or (507) 437-3000 
www.roglutheran.org 
Service: 9 a.m. Sunday 

Sunday School (Sept-May): 10:15 a.m.
REDEEMER LUTHERAN  

CHURCH—LCMS 
1054 Truman Ave., Owatonna 

Pastor Kirk Griebel 
(507) 451-2720 

www.redeemerowatonna.org 
Service: 9 a.m. Sunday 

Sunday School: 10:15 a.m.
ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN 

CHURCH —LCMS 
4532 S.E. 84th Ave., Claremont 

The Rev. Alan Broadwell 
(507) 528-2404 

sjlcoffice@frontiernet.net 
www.peaceclaremont.otshost.org 

Weekly Church Service  
Saturday Evening (Starts September 

19th) 6 p.m. Sunday Morning 
Services held at 10:30 a.m.

Holy Communion Offered each 
Saturday Evening Service and

2nd & 4th Sunday Service of each 
month. Sunday School - starts 

Sept. 20th at 9 a.m. to 10:15 a.m. 

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN  
CHURCH—LCMS 

28959 630th Ave., Sargeant 
The Rev. Ronald Prigge 

Service: 10:15 a.m. Sunday 
Sunday School: 9 a.m.

TRINITY LUTHERAN  
CHURCH—ELCA 

104 First St. S.E., Hayfield 
The Rev. Paul Hauschild 

(507) 477-2248 
www.trinityhayfield.org 

Services: 8 & 10:30 a.m. Sunday 
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m.

TRINITY LUTHERAN—LCMS 
57403 300th St., Waltham 
Pastor Jesse Krusemark 

(507) 567-2272 
Service: 10:15 a.m. Sunday 

Sunday School: 9 a.m.
ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN—LCMS 

202 E. Park Ave., Hollandale 
Pastor Jesse Krusemark 

(507) 567-2272 
Service: 8:00 a.m. Sunday  
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.

COMMUNITY LUTHERAN 
CHURCH—ELCA 

106 Third St. S.E., Geneva 
Pastor Kristen Venne 

(507) 256-4288 
Service: 9:30 a.m. Sunday  

ZION LUTHERAN 
CHURCH - ELCA 

7126 SW 98th St., Ellendale
Pastor Patti Meyer 

(507) 451-2165 
Worship 8:30 AM 

Sunday School 9:30 AM
TRINITY LUTHERAN 

CHURCH—LCMS 
108 Third Ave S.W., Medford  

Pastor Mark Biebighauser 
(507) 451-0447 

Service: 9 a.m. Sunday 
Education hour: 10 a.m.

   ST PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
    2781 S.W. 92nd Ave., Meriden

Pastor Patti Meyer 
    (507) 451-2165

Sunday School 9:15 AM 
Worship 10:30 AM

TRINITY LUTHERAN 
CHURCH—ELCA

609 Lincoln Ave., Owatonna
Todd Buegler, Senior Pastor

Dean Smith, Associate Pastor
(507) 451-4520

www.tlcowatonna.org
9:00 am Worship

10:15 am Sunday School
FIRST LUTHERAN 

CHURCH, AFLC                                           
Ellendale, Minnesota                
Pastor Richard Sliper            
Saturday - 8 a.m. Men’s 

Bible Study Sunday - 9 a.m. 
Worship: 10:10 Sunday School; 

10:15 Coffee and Fellowship                                  
Tuesday - 6 a.m. Call to Prayer, open 
to all Churches; 7 p.m. Call to Prayer              
Wednesday - 9:30 a.m. Bible Study; 

6 p.m. Call to Prayer; 6:15 Hands 
of Praise; 6:30 Confirmation;              

6:30 p.m. Youth Group

Catholic

ST. AIDAN CATHOLIC PARISH
Hwy 30 Ellendale

507-465-8217
The Rev. Raul Silva, Pastor
The Rev. Adam McMillan, 

Parochial Vicar
Sunday Mass: 8 a.m.

ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC PARISH 
Rural Geneva 

The Rev. Raul Silva, Pastor
The Rev. Adam McMillan, 

Parochial Vicar
(507) 465-8217 

Sunday Mass: 11:00 a.m. 
SACRED HEART CATHOLIC 

150 NE Second St. Hayfield 
The Rev. Thomas Niehaus 

(507) 477-2256 
Sunday Mass: 10:30 a.m. 

Reconciliation: Before Mass
Adoration: Tuesdays 9 to noon

ST. COLUMBANUS  
CATHOLIC PARISH 

114 E. Main St., Blooming Prairie 
The Rev. Thomas Niehaus

(507) 583-2784
stcolumbanuschurch.com 

Reconciliation: 4:30 p.m. Saturday 
Sunday Mass: Vigil 5:15 p.m. Saturday 

and 8:30 a.m. Sunday.
Adoration: Mondays 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Office hours: M-F, 9 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

CHURCH OF ALL SAINTS 
307 First St. SW., New Richland 

The Rev. Raul Silva, Pastor
The Rev. Adam McMillan,  

Parochial Vicar
(507) 465-8217 

Sunday Mass: 9:15 a.m.
HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC  

CHURCH OF LITOMYSL 
9946 SE 24th Ave., Owatonna 
The Rev. John Sauer, Pastor 

The Rev. Brian Sutton, 
Parochial Vicar  
(507) 451-1588 

www.litomysl.webs.com 
Sunday Mass: 9:30 a.m.   
with Children’s Church

Reconciliation: after Mass 1st Sunday 
Family Faith Formation and Adult 

Bible Study after Mass with noon 
potluck: 2nd Sunday of month 

Confirmation class: 2nd Sunday and 
Wednesday evening  

SACRED HEART PARISH
810 S. Cedar Ave., Owatonna 

The Rev. John Sauer
The Rev. Brian Sutton, 

Parochial Vicar 
(507) 451-1588 

www.sacredheartowatonna.org 
Sunday Mass: Vigil 5 p.m. Saturday, 

7:30 a.m., 9 a.m., & 10:30 a.m. 
Spanish Mass: 1 p.m. Sunday

Daily Mass: 7:15 a.m.
Reconciliation: 4 p.m. Saturday

Adoration: Thursdays 9 a.m.- 10 p.m.

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC PARISH
512 S Elm, Owatonna

507-451-4845
Rev. Edward F. McGrath. Pastor

Deacon Patrick Fagan
Sunday Mass: Vigil Sat. 4 p.m.
8 a.m., 9:30 a.m. and 11 a.m.

Reconciliation 3-3:30 p.m. Saturday
Daily Mass Tues.-Sat. 8 a.m.

Adoration in Chapel - 24 hours each day

CHURCH OF CHRIST THE KING
205 NW Second Ave., Medford

(507) 451-6353
The Rev. Edward McGrath, 

Parochial Administrator
Sunday Mass: Vigil Saturday 5 p.m., 

10 a.m. Sunday
Monday Mass: 8 a.m.

CORPUS CHRISTI PARISH
Deerfield

507-451-4845
The Rev. Edward McGrath, 

Parochial Administrator
Sunday Mass 8:30 a.m. 
Easter thru Christmas

Winter at Christ the King, Medford

Christian

DESTINY CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Owatonna Campus

422 W. North Street, Owatonna
Pastors Sam and Cheri Benson

507-254-8514 www.destinycc.org
Service: 10 a.m. Sunday

Methodist

BLOOMING GROVE UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 
43089 180th St., Medford 

(7 miles west of Medford on CR 23) 
Pastor Cindy Kennedy 

(507) 835-8726 
Service: 10:45 a.m. Sunday 

Sunday School: 9:45 a.m. Sunday
ELLENDALE UNITED  

METHODIST CHURCH 
200 Sixth St. N.W., Ellendale 

Pastor Randy Cirksena 
(507) 684-2731 

www.ellendaleumc.org 
Services: 9:30 a.m. Sunday 

Free home style meal on the first 
Sunday of the month through Dec. 

2016. Worship is at 10:30 a.m. 
followed by the free meal at  
11:30 a.m. All are welcome. 

OWATONNA UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

815 E. University, Owatonna
Loren Olson, Pastor

Linda Boorman, Associate Pastor
(507) 451-4734

www.owatonnaumc.org
Traditional Worship: 9 a.m. Sunday
 Contemporary Worship: 10:45 a.m.

Church School/Adult Classes: 10 a.m.
Non-Denominational 

BRIDGES OF HOPE 
COMMUNITY CHURCH 

130 East Bridge St, Owatonna, 
Pastor Keith Haskell 

507-215-2249 
Sundays 10:00 AM 

enter through Owatonna Fit Lab

CEDAR CREEK CHURCH 
30 E. Main St. P.O. Box 224, 

Hayfield 
Pastor Aaron de Neui 

(507) 477-2255 
www.cedarcreekchurch.org 

Service: 10 a.m. Sunday

ELEVATION NORTH CHURCH  
2002 Austin Rd.

Pastor Doug Jones
(507) 363-3099

www.elevationnorth.blogspot.com
Sun 10 a.m. English Service 

10:30 a.m. Service & Kids Zone  
2 p.m. Spanish Service
Wed. 7:00 Bible Study 

Fri 7:00 Spanish Outreach

NEW BEGINNINGS 
CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

332 14th St. N.E., Owatonna 
Pastor Scott Peterson 

(507) 213-9194 
Service: 10 a.m. Sunday 
Bible: 7 p.m. Wednesday

DESTINY CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
Owatonna Campus 

422 W. North Street, Owatonna 
Pastors Sam and Cheri Benson 

507-254-8514 
www.destinycc.org 

Service: 10 a.m. Sunday

SIMPLE CHURCH 
Pastor Todd Lundgren 

507-451-5661 
Sundays 9:30 

Meeting in the Country Goods 
building across the  

freeway from Cabela’s. 
Other gatherings? Please call.

Mennonite

PRAIRIE MENNONITE CHURCH 
13638 750th St., Blooming Prairie 

Dennis Martin 
(507) 583-2081 & (507) 477-3216 

Services: 7:30 p.m. Wednesday 
and 10:30 a.m. Sunday  

Sunday School: 9:30 a.m. 

Mormon

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST 
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS 

404 31st St. N.W.,  Austin 
Bishop Rick Bremner 

(507) 433-9042 
Service: 9 a.m.-10:10 a.m. 

Presbyterian

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH 

109 E. Main St., Hayfield 
Pastor Vanessa Syvertsen 

(507) 477-2631 
Service: 10 a.m. Sunday 

Seventh-Day Adventist

SEVENTH-DAY  
ADVENTIST CHURCH 

2373 Seventh Ave. N.E., Owatonna 
Pastor Robert Brauer 

(507) 340-7143 
Service: 11 a.m. Saturday 

Sabbath School: 9:30 a.m. Saturday

UCC

CONGREGATIONAL UNITED 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

211 Main St. S., Medford 
Pastor Louise Bender 

(507) 451-4596 
Confirmation: 9 a.m. Sunday 

Service: 10 a.m. Sunday 
Sunday School: 10 a.m. Sunday 

Assembly of God

VIBRANT LIFE  
ASSEMBLY OF GOD 

702 Third St. S., Ellendale 
Pastor Patrick Stitt 

(507) 684-3421 
Service: 10:30 a.m. Sunday 

Sunday School: 9 a.m. 
vibrantlifeag.com

Baptist

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
104 First Ave. N.E.,  
Blooming Prairie 

Pastor Matt Fennell 
(507) 583-2673 

Services: 6:30 p.m. Wednesday 
and 10 a.m. & 11:30 a.m. Sunday 

Sunday School: 9 a.m. Sunday

411 East Main Street
507-583-4431

507.256.4712
104 Central Ave. N., Geneva

Registered 
Showroom

We’ll treat your home 
as if it were our own.

411 East Main Street
507-583-4431

I recently 
returned from 
a vacation dur-
ing which I 
spent time on 
the shores of 
Lake Michi-
gan.  The water 
was quite icy 
but time easily 
passed walk-

ing the beach, keeping my toes out of 
the waves.  This particular beach was 

a mix of sand and rocks.  It didn’t mat-
ter that the water was chilly; it was the 
rock that captivated me.  

I spent easily an hour, head down, 
admiring the variety in color, shape, 
and characteristics.  There is some-
thing so intriguing, so enthralling 
about feet upon feet of rocks – none of 
which are the very same.  Rough and 
smooth.  All different colors.  Unique 
patterns and fossils.  It’s hard to fath-
om how with something so numerous 
there are no two alike.  

I liken this to us – children of God 
created with no two alike.  It’s hard to 
fathom how in all of creation, there is 
no other me.  There is no other you.  If 
we step back, if we honor these differ-
ences and the unique people we each 
are, it is exciting.  Fascinating.  

Too often we find differences to 
be a negative thing, something to criti-
cize rather than honor.  What if we ap-
proached each other with the awe and 
intrigue like those unique rocks on the 
beach?  What if we admired each other 
for who God created us to be as unique 
children of God?  

Like me on the beach, we might 
find ourselves so engaged and capti-
vated in the world and people around 
us, and so thankful for the unique 
world God creates.

Pastor Lindsay Stolen    
Red Oak Grove Lutheran Church

Austin, MN

Pastor’s corner
‘To often we find 
differences to be a 
negative thing’

Area Church Spotlight
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C hallenges were the theme 
of Barry W. Olson's 
presentation of class speech 
at Blooming Prairie's 

2016 graduation. The Blooming 
Superintendent said that the Class of 
2016 was the 40th class of his career, 
and of those 40 classes, this year’s class 
was the lease prepared for the next 
journey of any of them. Olsen said this 
was not because of the abilities of the 
class, but of the difficulty adjusting to 
the quickly changing world.

Olson’s was the fifth speech if 
the sunny May 5 afternoon at in the 
gymnasium of the Awesome Blossoms, 
and it had a distinctly different tone 
then many of the other speeches. It was 
a tone of challenge and the Blooming 
graduates seemed excited to take them 
on.

One of the first students to take 
on a new challenge came during a 
performance by the band. The only 
graduating senior in the band, Michael 
Brown, put aside his usual trumpet for 
a directing baton after the invocation. 
Brown lead the band in a rendition of 
“Coldplay On Stage,” and received a 
hardy handshake from the usual band 
director Ross Reishus, who relinquished 
his directing role for a place in the 
woodwind section.

Before the band performance, 
academic National Honor Society 
reciprocate Alysssa Krohnberg gave the 
invocation address. Krohnberg touched 
on many topics, including moving 
forward, looking back, and thanking 
parents and teachers. Krohnberg stated 
proudly, in regard to the graduate’s 
parents, “you were right.” Overall, 
Krohnberg’s address was thankful for 
all Blooming Prairie had done for the 
graduates, and the crowd applauded 
energetically.

The Valedictorian of the Blooming 
Prairie 2016 class was Anthony Nelson. 

Nelson received many scholarships in 
his senior year and was awarded the 
“Highly Esteemed Scholar Award” for 
attaining a 4.0 grade point average. 
During his speech, he touched on 
several lighthearted class memories, 
including the 2016er’s getting banned 
from playing football during recess and 
one graduate keeping a lengthy list of 
the girls he kissed during 4th grade.

One of the most important numbers 
mentioned in the whole afternoon was 
$120,000. This was the amount of 
scholarship dollars the class is taking 
into the world. This would be an 
impressive number for any graduating 
class, but for the 36 graduating 
Awesome Blossom’s that averaged 
to over $3,000 per student. Based on 
classes the academic performance, they 
are ready to live the ladder half of their 
class motto, “What takes us back to 
the past are the memories. What takes 
us forward are our dreams.” After the 
scholarships were announced, a special 
recognition was given to graduate 
Jon Hatch by school counselor Mary 
Worke. Hatch was the sole member of 
the class that decided to pursue a career 
in the military. According to Worke, 27 
percent of the class chose college and 
another 27 percent of the class chose to 
immediately enter the work force.

 The only thing the Class of 2016 
seemed indecisive about was whether 
they would do the traditional hat throw 
after they stood as a group to receive 
diplomas. After a few seconds of 
indecision the hats did end up flying, 
and the last class speaker rounded the 
afternoon out in striking fashion.

Margaret Jones returned to the 
challenges of life after high school 
in her closing address. She spoke 
highly of an out-of-state FFA trip 
where she was terrified to attend, but 
ended up taking on the challenge and 
getting great confidence and a close 

bond with several new friends. Jones 
ended the speech with a quote about 
the importance of serving the society 
moving forward. “For the first time 
in history, the hope for the future is 
the worst it has ever been. The future 
is carried on our shoulders... For we 
are the Awesome Blossoms... Class of 
2016.”

GET TO
KNOW US
THE FACES BEHIND THE STORIES

TTh
e imes

Always local, all the time.

LeMar 
Nelson

STAFF SPORTS WRITER

MEET LEMAR: 
Born and raised in South Dakota. Undergraduate 
college at Dakota State University in Madison (formerly 
General Beadle State Teachers College). Masters degree 
at South Dakota State College in Brookings and Admin 
Certificate at the University of Minnesota.  

Teacher and coach at Chester, SD for three years and 
35 years at Blooming Prairie. Assistant football and 
basketball for 9 years, high school principal for five years, 
remainder of time English and Journalism instructor. 
Speech director annual and school paper 
advisor. 

Directed several class plays. Was a teacher 
of the year top ten in 1966, state 
journalism advisor of the year, and 
Blossoms Forever distinguished service 
recipient. 

Three daughters, all raised and 
educated here. My wife and I were 
married 45 years until her death 
from cancer in 2004.  

Avid reader, coin collector and 
musical play attendee.  

Excited to face life challenges
Awesome Blossoms Class of 2016 

Story and staff photos by Ahren Backman

Graduate Alyssa Krohnberg giving her invocation address at 
Blooming Prairies graduation while (from left to right) Associate 
Principle Ms. Alison Mach, Board Chairperson Mr. Rodney Krell, 
Counselor Mrs. Mary Worke, Principle Mr. John Worke, and 
Superintendent Mr. Berry W. Olsen. 

Below: Graduate Ethan Strunk receiving his diplomat from 
school councilor Mary Worke.

Call to place an item 
in the Classifieds today: 
507-583-4431

Always local, all the time.
TSteele County 

imes
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Boys team wins first section championship

LINES
Continued on Page 4B

For sure, the biggest local 
news in sports came from the 
boys’ golf team that won the 
first Section 1A championship 
in the school’s history.  And the 
boys did it with a trademark that 
had been there all season.  They 
were very consistent in their 
play and they also displayed 
good balance in scoring with 
junior Tommy Braaten leading 
the way.  Taylor Christianson 
will also be making her third 
straight trip to state as an indi-
vidual.

The boys join four other teams 
who made BPHS history with a 
section title, including two state 
titles.  The girls track team won 
state in 1984 and the softball 
team won the championship on 
their fourth trip to state.  Girls’ 
basketball won the section in 
1995, boys’ basketball did the 
same way back in 1966, and the 
football team advanced three 
times, twice reaching the state 
semifinals.

All of these teams make it 
good to be a Blossom.  In addi-
tion, several individuals have 
competed at state contests, and 
Lisa Meshke in golf, and Patty 
Becker and Teresa Hatteberg in 
speech all won titles.  FFA mem-
bers have also competed in state 
contests in the past. Let’s just 
hope that other state titles are in 
the future.  

Both the softball and baseball 
teams finished their seasons last 
week.  The baseball team played 
one of its better games of the 
season in the loss to Bethlehem 
Academy. It was a great effort 
against a No. 2 seeded Cardinal 
team that had to score in the bot-
tom of the seventh inning to pull 
out the victory.  

With just three wins in the sea-
son, the young Blossom players 
could have given up early, but to 
their credit, the boys never gave 
up and showed much improve-
ment as the season went on.  
They had only one senior on the 
team and the squad should be 
improved next year.  A tip of the 
hat goes to the baseball team for 
their determination and positive 
attitude.

Speaking of young players, 
the softball team reached the 
section tournament again, the 
tenth time in 13 seasons in which 
coach Ali mach’s team has done 
so.  The team had to defeat both 
JWP and Bethlehem Academy 
to earn a spot in the section and 
both of those teams had defeated 
the Blossoms earlier.

 BP had six junior high girls 
on the varsity and most of 
them made valuable contribu-
tions to the team.  Although 
the Blossoms finished with a 
10-13 overall record, they came 
together pretty good in the last 
part of the season.  As one of 
those young players remarked, 
“We just didn’t want the season 
to end and we fought to the 
last out.” The softball team also 
earns a tip of the hat this week.

None of the track entries was 
able to earn a spot at the state 
track meet, but again, both teams 
featured some young competi-
tors. Leah Schiefert did match 
the school pole vault record 
and another year of practice 
may help her set a new record. 
Maybe another year of experi-
ence will translate into future 
success for the track athletes.

Graduates begin anew
Another graduating class at 

BPHS has now marched into the 

Blooming 
success

GOING TO STATE

Submitted photo

Members and coaches of the Blooming Prairie golf team holding the Section 1A championship trophy. From left to right: Coach Carl Peterson, Ethan Strunk, Tommy 
Braaten, Jake Ressler, Lucas Noble, Jon Hatch, Coach Cory Hendrickson. Front: Taylor Christianson and Jessica Ressler.

By LEMAR NELSON
Staff Writer

For the first time in Blooming 
Prairie school history, the 
boys’ golf team advanced to 
the state tournament by earning 
the Section 1A championship 
at Willow Creek golf course in 
Rochester on Tuesday, May 31. 
And they did it the way they had 
done it all season long, with bal-
anced scoring and consistency. 
The victory earned the team a 
ride into town on the BP Fire 

Department trucks with the sec-
tion trophy triumphant on the 
lead truck.

It turned into a bonanza day 
for the BPHS golfers as Tommy 
Braaten earned medalist honors 
for the boys with a 153 total over 
the two days of golf and Taylor 
Christianson finished the girls’ 
runner-up to pin down a trip to 
state as well.  Braaten will be 
making his second trip to the 
state meet after he missed last 
year by just a few strokes.  For 
Christianson, it will be her third 

trip in a row to the big show.  
Both Braaten and Christianson 
are BPHS juniors.

“It was a great day for 
Blooming Prairie golf,” 
exclaimed Co-Coach Cory 
Hendrickson. “The team shot 
a 321 today to go along with 
our first day of 336 to finish 
with a 657 total.  Lewiston-
Altura had a two-day total of 
663, and Rushford-Peterson and 
Caledonia finished third and 
fourth with 380 and 390 respec-
tively.”

The win for the boys marked 
just the fifth time in BPHS his-
tory that an Awesome Blossom 
team has advanced to a state 
competition.  Boys’ basketball, 
girls’ track, girls’ basketball, and 
softball teams have been pre-
vious state entries. The local 
school has had several individu-
als who have advanced to the 
state level in golf, agriculture, 
and speech and have even won 
a state title.

After Braaten’s 153, Lucas 
Noble shot a season best 77 to 

go along with an 87 and a 164 
total.  Jon Hatch carded a 169 
total (80, 89), Jake Ressler a 176 
(84, 92), and Ethan Strunk a 187 
(100, 87).  Christianson finished 
six strokes behind girls’ med-
alist Grace Miller of Fillmore 
Central who carded two rounds 
of 78 for a 156 total. Fillmore 
Central easily won the girls’ 
division over Caledonia by 27 
strokes 688 to 715. The golf-
ers will now compete at the 
state meet at Pebble Creek Golf 
Course at Becker June 14-15.

Breaking records along the way to state

Staff photo by Joe Tischler

Owatonna’s Karissa Gregory hands off to anchor Margo Achterki ch in the 4x200 meter relay Saturday at the Section 1AA Track and Field Championships at Lakeville 
South High School. The two teamed with Steph Kretlow and Sydney Schultz to win the race in a new section record time of 1:42.33. The quartet also broke the section 
record in the 4x100 meter relay with a time of 48.78

TRACK
Story on Page 3B
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Wabasha brings end to Blooming softball season
By LEMAR NELSON

Staff Writer

After a doubleheader win 
in the sub-section to gain the 
section, the Awesome Blossom 
softball came up short against 
Wabasha Kellogg in the section 
playoff and finished the season at 
Todd Park in Austin Wednesday.  
The Falcons defeated BP 7-5 in 
a close contest.

A late rally from the Blossoms 
had the tying runs on base when 
an odd double play ended the 
game.  WK scored two runs 
in the first, two in the third, 
and three more in the fifth for 
a 7-2 lead, but the locals used 
a walk, two errors, and two 
hits from seventh-grader Allison 
Krohnberg and Bria Baldwin 
to score three runs and get the 
tying run to the plate, before a 
caught fly and a throw to first 
stopped the rally and gave the 
Falcons the game.

As Coach Ali mach remarked, 
“We had chances, even though I 
thought that we didn’t play par-
ticularly well. I am excited for 
this team, however, as we were 

very young and even mixed in 
some junior high girls to play 
regularly. It was a great learning 
experience for all of them.”

The WK runs in the first came 
on a single, a walk, a Blossom 
error and two groundouts, and 
the third inning runs scored on 
another error, a fielder’s choice, 
and a single. BP scored once in 
the first on Linnea Sunde’s bunt 
single, a stolen base, and a sac-
rifice fly, and they tied the game 
at two in the top of the third on 
a walk, stolen base, and the first 
of Baldwin’s three hits for the 
game. 

The Falcons retook the lead 
on a walk, a two-base error and 
a single, and the three runs on 
three singles and a double. In 
the seventh inning rally for the 
Blossoms, a walk, Baldwin’s 
third hit, another walk, a Falcon 
error, and Lila Carlson’s base hit 
accounted for the three runs that 
fell short of tying the game.

Soft-tossing Tori Goedtka 
kept the Blossoms off-balance 
most of the game to get the win; 
Elly Strunk took the loss for the 
Blossoms.

Staff photo by Joe Tischler

Blooming Prairie’s Linnea Sunde gets safely to third in front of a tag attempt from Wabasha-Kellogg’s Adrianna Baab in Wednesday’s 
Section 1A playoff game at odd Park in Austin. The Blossoms lost the game 7-5 to end their season.

Staff photo by Ahren Backman

NRHEG sophomore Gabby Muri runs to first on a base hit during ftheir Section AA playoff game
Monday, May 30 versus Belle Plaine at Caswell Park in North Mankato. Belle Plaine won 3-1.

By LEMAR NELSON
Staff Writer

Playing in the loser’s bracket 
of the Section 2AA tournament, 
Belle Plaine scattered just four hits 
to NRHEG as the Tigers edged the 
Panthers 3-1 at Caswell Park in 
North Mankato on Monday, May 
30. It ended a winning season for 
NRHEG in which the team com-
plied a 4-2 conference record and 
an overall mark of 16-7. 

Each team scored a run in the 
first inning, but the Tigers put 
three hits, a walk, and a Panther 
error together to plate two runs 
in the third. That was more than 
enough for the win as the Panther 
bats were pretty silent all game. 
Four different girls had one hit 
each with Paige Knudson getting 
the only RBI in the first inning.

“We couldn’t quite get enough 
hits in this game,” said coach 
Wendy Schultz. “I was proud of 
the girls, anyway, for their work 
ethic and determination in this 
game and throughout the season.”

Madde Haller picked up the 
win for the Tigers, walking just 
one and striking out seven. Anna 
Lundberg got saddled with the 
loss, striking out five and walking 
just one as well.

In summarizing the season, 
Coach Schultz remarked, “I feel 
very lucky to be able to coach 
such a fine group of young ladies. 
They were always working hard 
during games and in practices, and 
that made it all very worthwhile.” 

The team enjoyed a winning 
season with a 16-7 record and 
beating GFW and then los-
ing to No. 1 state ranked New 
York Mills, both in the Hayfield 
Invitational, had to rank as high-
lights for the year. Four of the 
girls batted over .400 for the sea-

son, led by Paige Knudson’s lofty 
.542 average. Grace Johns bat-
ted .481, Gabby Muri .439, and 
Kayley Camerer .400. Camerer 
drove in 42 runs, had eight hom-
ers and 10 doubles. Johns had 31 
RBI’s, seven doubles, and triples 
and Knudson drove in 17 runs, 
had two triples and nine doubles.

Anna Lundberg pitched all 23 
games for the Panthers. Her ERA 
stood at 3.03 and she struck out 
108 batters while walking 59. She 
surrendered 61 earned runs over-
all. Camerer led all fielders with 
a .992 average and just one error 
on the season. It truly was a good 
season for the NRHEG softball 
season.

Tucker no-hits, but 
Panthers lose

It must really be a case of bad 
luck for a team, when the pitcher 
throws a no-hitter, but the team 
still loses the game.  NRHEG 
hurler Jack Schultz held St. Peter 
hitless, but the Saints defeated the 
Panthers 2-1 at St. Peter Thursday 
in the Section 2AA playoffs.  The 
loss left NRHEG with an overall 
record of 9-14, and a 3-9 confer-
ence mark. 

The winners used three walks 
to score a run in the second inning 
and they manufactured the win-
ning run in the bottom of the 
third inning on a suicide squeeze 
play.   NRHEG had tied the game 
in the top of the third.   In six of 
the seven innings the Panthers got 
a runner to second base, but the 
clutch hit never came.  A couple 
of base running mistakes also hurt 
the chances.

“Schultz threw the no-hitter,” 
commented Coach Drew Paukert, 
“and you certainly can’t ask for 
more than that.  We just couldn’t 

get the clutch hit when we really 
needed it. Overall, I am proud of 
the way we played this season.  To 
their credit, the boys kept working 
hard, and I felt we were playing 
our best baseball at the end of the 
season. That is a good feeling.”

NRHEG Shut out by 
GFW

After springing an upset in the 
opening round of Section 2AA 
baseball, NRHEG suffered a 4-0 
loss to Gibbon-Fairfax-Winthrop 
in second round action.   GFW 
plated a single run in the first 
inning, and then continued the 
shutout with three runs in the 
third. That was more than enough 
to ensure the victory.  

Winning pitcher Nolan Huiras 
limited the Panthers to just four 
hits with John Hubly accounting 
for two of the four.  Huiras walked 
four and struck out four in gong 
the distance.  Dempsey Tucker 
took the loss for NRHEG, as he 
gave up six hits, walked four, and 
struck out three Thunderbirds.
NRHEG golf

The Panther golf teams also 
saw opening round action n the 
section golf tournament.  Atom 
OquIst and Nick Schultz both shot 
104, and Ross Lenort and Aaron 
Olson both recorded a116.  Ethan 
Thompson had a 131 to round out 
the boys. 

 For the girls Jessica Nafe led 
the team with a 104, and Bayli 
Possin carded a 107.  Kyrie Possin 
had 118, Kalle Spooner a 124, 
Grace Logan a 135, and Tali 
Wayne a 138.

NRHEG out of section playoffs

These are the results from  the Chateau Raceway
at Lansing for the week of June 3

12880 SW 72nd Ave. • Ellendale
(507) 684-2100

Used Car and Truck Parts  
U-Pull and Full Service

This racing feature sponsored by:

No results due to being rained out

104 E. Main St. • Geneva, MN • 507-256-0025
www.deanssmokeshack.com

Make sure to pick up 
Janice’s Potato Salad!

PORK STEAK ON SALE!

Make the a short drive
 to pick up your

AWARD WINNING SMOKED 
MEATS TODAY!!!

ONLY

lb.
$189 REG. $2.09

UNTIL 6/11/16
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OHS’ Johnson, Schultz qualify for state

By JOE TISCHLER
Sports Editor

Owatonna’s Steph Kretlow, 
Sydney Schultz, Karissa Greg-
ory, and Margo Achterkirch are 
following in the footsteps of for-
mer Husky track greats on their 
way to the state track and field 
meet.

The quartet’s time of 1:42.33 
in the 4x200 meter relay broke 
a nine-year section record that 
Owatonna’s Christina Roz-
eske, Lauren Cochlin, Brooke 
Schmitz, and Shai Nichols set 
by over a second.

They weren’t done setting re-
cords. Two events later, the four-
some broke another nine-year 
section mark set by the team 
of DeAnna Nichols, Cochlin, 
Rozeske, and Shai Nichols by 
taking the 4x100 meter relay in 
a section record time of 48.78 
at the Section 1AA Track and 
Field Championships Saturday 
at Lakeville South High School.

The girls won in dominating 
fashion as they took the 4x200 
title by over two seconds and 
claimed the 4x100 crown by 
over one second. Having four 
girls on a relay team with like 
abilities and speed can only 
make them stronger.

“We’re all really great 
friends,” said Schultz. “We all 
work hard every day at practice 
and we all push each other to be 
the best that we can be. Without 
this relay team, I wouldn’t be 
going to state. It’s awesome.”

Schultz will be competing in 
more than the two relays at state. 
After running the fourth best 
time in the 100-meter dash pre-
liminaries on Thursday, Schultz 
pulled off a second place time of 
12.51 in the finals on Saturday 
to qualify for state in her third 
event.

“I was fourth going in so I 
wasn’t expecting a second place 
finish in that one,” she said. “It 
was a nice surprise.”

Also going to state with a sec-
ond place finish is freshman Syd 
Kretlow in the 800 meters. Like 
Schultz, Kretlow failed to have 
a top three time in the prelimi-
naries on Thursday, but qualified 
for state with a time of 2:14.84 
on Saturday.

Achterkirch and Gregory 
nearly joined Schultz as a three-
event participant, but narrowly 
missed out on going to state in 
the 200-meter dash as they fin-
ished with third (26.17) and 
fourth (26.53) place finishes, re-
spectively.

Carli Langeland had fifth 
place leaps in both the long 
jump (16-04.75) and the triple 
jump (35-02.25).

On the boys’ side, senior Ja-
cob Johnson qualified for state 
in three events. In his first event 
of the day, the 110-meter hur-
dles, he easily outdistanced his 
competition, but his win was 
met with some disappointment.

“I was really hoping I could 
break the section record, I was 
off by .04 so I’m a little disap-
pointed,” he said. “I had a really 
late start which contributed to 
that.

The section record in the 
110-meter hurdles is 14.32. 
Johnson ran a 14.39 on Saturday 
two days after running a 14.36 
in the preliminaries. Aside from 
the 110s, Johnson has his goals 
set for more.

“My mission right now is I 
want to be section champ in 
the 300s and go to state in the 
4x400,” he said following his 
win the 110s. “We have the 
times, we have the people, we 
have the ability. My goal is to go 
to state in all three and win state 
in both hurdles.”

He followed through on his 
section mission later in the 
meet. He took the 300-meter 
hurdles section title by a scant 
.01 as he edged Hastings’ Clay-
ton Johnson with a winning time 
of 38.98.

In the 4x400 meter relay, he 

held off Clayton Johnson again 
as he anchored the relay of Ryan 
Guenther, Nick Raichle, and 
Jaden Dowhaniuk to a winning 
time of 3:25.37.

Raichle will be joining John-
son as a two-time entrant in next 
weekend’s state meet from the 
relay as pulled in a winning time 
of 50.19 in the 400-meter dash.

Narrowly missing out on a 
trip to state, but finishing with 
two top five performances was 
junior Darik Elstad who’s heave 
of 48-feet was good for fifth in 
the shot put and who’s throw of 
154-feet, 7-inches was good for 
fourth in the discus.

The five girls and four boys 
will represent Owatonna at the 
Minnesota State High School 
League State Track and Field 
Meet Friday and Saturday at 
Hamline University in St. Paul.

Section 1A
Individuals from Blooming 

Prairie and Medford competed 
at the Section 1A Track and 
Field Championships held last 
Tuesday and Thursday at Triton 
High School in Dodge Center.

The Blooming Prairie boys 
had four runners earn points 
for the squad led by Alec 
Ille’s fourth place finish in the 
1600-meter run. The sopho-
more’s time of 4:31.87 on 
Thursday was 14 seconds better 
than his seed time. Wyatt Grund-
meier’s time of 52.05 was good 
for sixth place in the 400-meter 
dash. Anthony Nelson (23.53) 
and Elijah Baker (2:06.18) had 
seventh place finishes in the 200 
meters and 800 meters, respec-
tively.

The lone Blooming Prairie 
girl to receive points was junior 
Leah Schiefert. Her height of 
9-feet, 4-inches in the pole vault 
was good for sixth place.
Both the Medford boys’ and 
girls’ teams earned all of their 
section points from their field 
event participants. Junior Ash-

ley Gilbertson had a fifth place 
showing in the shot put (35-
00.25) and sixth place throw in 
the discus (104-06) and fresh-
man Rachael Luebbe placed 
sixth in the high jump with a 
height of 4-feet, 11-inches.

For the boys, senior Pres-
ton Hanson’s heave of 48-feet, 
5.25-inches was good for fourth 
place.

Section 2A
New Richland-Hartland-

Ellendale-Geneva competed 
at the Section 2A Track and 
Field Championship Saturday 
at Mankato West High School. 
The Panthers were hoping to 
get multiple athletes to advance 
to the state meet, but wound up 
shutout in the very tough com-
petition.

“Our section is one of the 
strongest in the state for track,” 
said head coach Duey Ferber. 
“You go up to state, you’re go-
ing to see our Section 2 repre-
sented very well. We have some 
30 teams in our section and to be 
top two (in an event or a relay), 
you’re doing very well.”

Sophia Fisher had NRHEG’s 
top finish when her heave of 35-
feet, 11-inches in the shot put 
was good for fifth place. Maddie 
Wagner put forth a sixth place 
height in the high jump at 4-feet, 
11-inches and Hailey Schuller’s 
run of 16.75 in the 100-meter 
hurdles was good for seventh. 
The two were joined by Caitlin 
Goette and Marnie Wagner in 
the 4x200 meter relay for a sev-
enth place time of 1:52.44.

On the boys’ side, the 4x800 
meter relay team of Tyler Sch-
laak, John Cole, Nathan Krause, 
and Josh Flemming combined 
for a fourth place time of 
8:23.75. The quartet also teamed 
for a sixth place time of 3:37.54 
in the 4x400 relay. Senior Zeke 
Erickson’s distance of 44-feet, 
4-inches was good for seventh 
in the shot put.

Staff photos by Joe Tischler

Top left-Owatonna’s Sydney Schultz and Steph Kretlow run side-by-side in the 100 meter finals Satu day at Section 1AA meet in Lakeville. Schultz finished second t  qualify for state.  Top right-
Owatonna’s Jacob Johnson runs to an easy victory in the 110-meter hurdles Saturday. The senior also claimed the 300-meter hurdles and anchored the winning 4x400 meter relay.  Middle right-
Medford’s Ashley Gilbertson heaves the shot put in the Section 1A meet Thursday. She would finish in fifth place. Bottom left-Blooming Prairie’s Alec Ille runs in the 1600 meters at the Section 1A meet 
Thursday. The sophomore had Blooming’s highest finish as he placed fourth. Bottom right-NRHEG’s Maddie Wagner clears her height in the high jump at the Section 2A meet Saturday. She would 
place sixth in the event (Staff photo by Ah en Backman).
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Sports
PREP SPOTLIGHT

Bria Baldwin

Jr, Softball

Blooming Prairie

The junior has been a starter on the Blossom softball team since 
she was in eighth grade. She’s second on the team with a .434 
average. Her 36 hits include eight doubles, four triples, and a 
home run.

“Bria is a solid all-around player who leads by example. She has 
been one of our top offensive and defensive players for the past 
two seasons. This year she has grown into a more vocal leader 
and her leadership helped guide us to postseason success.”
- Head coach Ali Mach

Dempsey Tucker

Sr, Baseball

NRHEG

The senior has been a workhorse on the mound this season for 
the Panthers compiling a 2.64 ERA in 72 innings of work. At the 
plate, he’s second on the team in batting (.279) and leads in runs 
batted in with 14. 

“At the plate, Dempsey has come a long way this season. From 
being a kid at the beginning of the year we thought might get 
DH’d  for when he pitched to being second on the team in batting 
says to the amount of work he has put in this year. He is our leader 
and a huge part of our success.” - Head coach Drew Paukert

Nicholas Meixner

Sr, Baseball

Medford

The senior proved his leadership abilities on the mound and at the 
plate for the Tigers this season. In 53 innings, he struck out 50 
batters while compiling a 3.17 ERA. With the bat, he led the team 
in runs batted in with 14 and extra base hits with eight.

“Nicholas is a competitor, a bulldog. He is able to keep cool in 
tense situations. All of these help him achieve the success that he 
has achieved. Nicholas leads by example to get the job done. At 
his best, his pitching is as good as anyone.”
- Head coach Jon Chappuis

Millie Wanous

Sr, Softball

Owatonna

The senior catcher was a dominant force at the plate for the Huskies 
this season. She led the squad in all major batting categories: .425 
batting average, six home runs, 25 runs batted in and had an on-
base percentage of .471.

“Millie was a very big reason why we had great success at the 
plate this year. She was the kind of player you wanted at the plate 
in tough situations. She will definitely be a tough spot to fill next 
year in the lineup.”
- Head coach Brian Pilcher

LINES
Continued from Page 1B

school history book, and those 
seniors will venture into com-
pletely new surroundings in the 
future. I didn’t do any research 
on it, but the class of 2016 had 
to be one of the smallest, if not 
the smallest classes to complete 
its education at the local high 
school in the last 50 years.  That 
doesn’t mean, however, that the 
individuals didn’t accomplish 
anything. After all, the students 
accumulated almost $120,000 
in scholarship money, and they 
had an enviable mark in the aca-
demic pursuits.  Although the 
class couldn’t break any records 
in athletics, none of the teams 
considered their seasons a fail-
ure and the football team earned 
its way into the section playoffs 
again last fall.   The few in 
number certainly left their mark 
during their high school careers 
and many will miss them.

Now, they enter a new envi-
ronment and launch a new 
career.  Approximately 75 
percent of the graduates will 
continue their education, a few 
will enter the service of our 
country, and a few will launch 
directly into the world of work.  
Whatever hope they succeed in 
their choice, we wish them well 
and hope they succeed in their 
new life.  And whether they will 
admit it or not, at some point 
they will miss the good old days 
of high school and express feel-
ing of nostalgia and sadness for 
a life now ended.  Time marches 
on!

Journalists of the 
future

Last week several staff mem-
bers from the Times journeyed 

to neighboring Medford to pres-
ent some awards to some bud-
ding journalists.  The fourth, 
fifth, and sixth graders at the 
middle school recently com-
pleted a unit in journalism and 
newspaper and a writing contest 
became one of the assignments.  
The students seemed to enjoy 
it and the times staff members 
answered some eager questions 
from individuals.

The project was the brain-
storm of managing editor Mark 
DeLap and its success prompted 
him and the paper to make plans 
for the same type of program 
in Blooming Prairie and New 
Richland.  I, for one, hope it 
comes to fruition, as the news-
paper is still one of the best 
sources for news and accurate 
reporting.

Coming events
June 14, 75th annual 

Strawberry Festival at Red Oak 
Grove Lutheran Church

Just enough space left to 
remind everyone that in less than 
three weeks, the annual ribfest 
will be held at the Servicemen’s 
Club. SAVE THE DATE, June 
25.  Up to a dozen cookers 
will be showing off their skills, 
games for kids will be available, 
and the Potluck String Band will 
perform all four hours of the 
event.  Raffle tickets are also 
on sale in advance and also at 
the ribfest.  Join the crowd from 
3-6 p.m. on Saturday, June 25.  
Wristband for entry and tasting 
are $15 and we’ll see you there.

I’m too young to have ever 
watched a Muhammad Ali fight 
live, but I’m not too young to 
know what the former “Cassius 
Clay” meant to this country and 
to the world.

For the people of my genera-
tion, the most vivid memory we 
have of Ali is of him receiving 
the flame from Janet Evans, 
shaking from his Parkinson’s 
Disease, and lighting the Olym-
pic cauldron at the opening 
ceremony at the 1996 Atlanta 
Olympics.

For those before me, he was 
known much more than just 
an Olympic and World Heavy-
weight champion boxer, he was, 
among other things, a poet, a 
philanthropist, cocky, and more.

Ali (Clay) first came into 
prominence when he won a 
gold medal at the 1960 Rome 
Olympics shortly after graduat-
ing from high school. Shortly 
afterwards, he made his profes-
sional debut and won his first 19 
bouts, 15 by knockout through 
1963 when he became the top 
contender for the world heavy-
weight crown held by Sonny 

Liston. Clay won the bout after 
Liston didn’t answer the bell for 
the seventh round.

Soon afterwards, Clay con-
verted to Islam and changed 
his name to Muhammad Ali. 
His biggest action was refus-
ing induction into the armed 
forces during the Vietnam War. 
He did not have jail time, but he 
was stripped of his title by the 
professional boxing commis-
sion and would not be allowed 
to fight professionally for more 
than three years; his prime fight-
ing years.

After many appeals, Ali was 
allowed to fight again in August 
of 1970. By March 1971, he was 
fighting for the heavyweight 
crown again against Joe Frazier. 
Frazier won the bout by unani-
mous decision.

Ali would again have a 
chance at regaining his title in 
1974 when he fought George 
Foreman in the “Rumble in the 
Jungle.” He wanted the fight to 
be in Zaire (the Congo) to help 
give Africa an economic boost. 
Ali won the match mainly using 
the “rope a dope” technique.

Ali would fight Frazier three 
times, with the famous “Thrilla 
in Manila” capping the trio of 
bouts. His last fight came in De-
cember 1981.

He was diagnosed with Par-
kinson’s Syndrome in 1984, but 
still remained a beloved and ac-
tive public figure for 32 years 
until his death late Friday night 
at the age of 74. He traveled the 
world, lending his name and 
presence to hunger and poverty 
relief, supporting education ef-
forts of all kinds, and encourag-
ing people to respect and better 
understand one another.

His professional record of 
56-5 included 37 by knockout 
and he his second to only Mi-
chael Jordan in appearances on 
the cover of Sports Illustrated.

I’ll leave you with three of his 
more famous quotes:

1. “Float like a butterly, sting 
like a bee.”

2. “I’m young; I’m hand-
some; I’m fast. I can’t possibly 
be beat.”

3. “I am the greatest. I said 
that even before I knew I was.”

‘The Greatest’ passes

Walk-off winner keeps Huskies alive
By JOE TISCHLER

Sports Editor

The Owatonna Huskies base-
ball team went into Saturday 
play at the Section 1AAAA 
baseball tournament without a 
loss. They would end the day 
needing a walk-off, extra-inning 
win to keep their season alive.

The Huskies will need to beat 
top seed Lakeville North twice 
tonight to advance to the state 
baseball tournament. First pitch 
is at 5 p.m. at Memorial Park in 
Dundas. If Owatonna wins the 
first game, a second game will 
immediately follow.

Owatonna faced North in 
their opener on Saturday and 

held a 2-0 lead with a pair of 
fourth inning runs. The Panthers 
answered with four runs in the 
fifth to take a two-run lead. The 
Huskies had a threat going in 
the sixth when they had run-
ners on second and third with 
one out, but failed to get them 
across. North would hold on for 
the 4-2 win.

Later in the day, in a back-
and-forth affair, Owatonna 
topped Lakeville South for the 
second time in the tournament, 
8-7 in eight innings.

After two and a half innings, 
the Huskies found themselves 
trailing 6-1. They plated three 
runs on just one hit in the bot-
tom of the third to trim their 
deficit to 6-4.

The Cougars scored once in 
the fourth before Owatonna 
would score three in the sixth 
to knot the game at 7. A Kodey 
Kiel single and Alec Holcomb 
double started the frame. A Sam 
Hylle sacrifice fly scored Kiel 
and a Brett Solie double plated 
Holcomb. Ben Staska’s double 
to left center scored Solie to tie 
the game.

Holcomb retired South eas-
ily in the seventh and eighth 
innings.

Hylle started the bottom of 
the eighth with a double to left. 
Solie followed with a bunt in an 
attempt to move Hylle to third. 
When the throw to first went 
past the first baseman, Hylle 
rounded third and scored the 
winning run.

Local Area : (507)-451-1561
I n s t a l l m e n t  p l a n s  a v a i l a b l e
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Public Safety Blotter spotlight:  Drugs. Police arrested a subject for drug activity in the 200 	
block of Maple Ave. NE at 9:51 p.m. 

Steele County
Court news

                  

  Disclosing active warrants promotes public safety 

 and aids in the identification & apprehension o  

      those individuals wanted on a warrant.

   ACTIVE    

    WARRANTS

The following individuals as they have active warrants in Steele County. 
The sheriff makes this information available as a public service.

Melinda Fuentes— No insurance— $2,000 bail
Albino Gallegos-Garza— False name— $6,000 bail
Anthony Galloway— DWI-2nd degree— No bail
Reginaldo Galvan— DWI— $12,000 bail
Raymond Garavito— DWI— $1,000 bail
Arthur Garcia— Theft— $500 bail
Ezequiel Garcia— Failure to register- sex offender— No bail
Jorge Garcia— No drivers license— $1,000 bail
Lucio Garcia— Altered drivers— $500 bail
Zalvador Garcia— Burglary-2nd degree— No bail

Elizandra Garza— Theft-shoplifting— $500 bail
Juan Garza— Driving offense— $500 bail
David Gatheright— Drug possession-5th 
degree— $20,000 bail
Domach Gatluak— DWI-3rd degree— No bail
Claudia Gomez— Criminal abuse— $3,000 bail
Mark Gomez— Assault-2nd degree— $10,000 bail
Miguel Gomez— Theft— $1,000 bail
Valente Gomez Jr.— DWI— No bail
Omar Gonzalez— Theft— $500 bail

Christopher Gonzalez—Theft— $500 bail
Hiran Gonzalez— Dishonored checks— No bail
Jose Gonzaelz Jr.— Drug possession- 5th 
degree— $10,000 bail
Luis Gonzalez— Driving offense and DWI— $200 bail 
and no bail

•Victoria Mays – assault - $1,000 bail
•Gina McCarthy – violation - $6,000 bail
•James McConnon – theft - $500 bail
•Steven McDougal – theft, shoplifting - $1,000 bail
•Jessica McKenzie – no insurance - $500 bail
•Meghan McMahon – theft, shoplifting - $1,000 bail
•Jose Medrano Jr. – speeding, no insurance - $400 bail
•Dustin Meier – theft - $1,000 bail
•Juan Melendez – worthless check - $200 bail
•Jorge Mendez – no license, open bottle - $500 bail

•Jerry Millang – cancelled license – no bail
•Gina Miller – worthless check - $3,000 bail
•Samuel Miller – soliciting without permit - $131 bail
•Imaan Moloo – criminal sexual conduct - $10,000 		
•Dayson Montanto – DWI - $1,000 bail
•Clarissa Montemayor – theft - $500 bail
•Rafael Montoya – drugs - $30,000 bail
•Michael Moore – violation of conditions of release 	
•Jose Morales – theft - $500 bail
•Reynaldo Morales – possession of stolen property - $1,000 bail 

Blooming Prairie

May 30
Vehicle Pursuit. At 5:20 p.m., of-

ficers engaged in a vehicle pursuit 
in the city. They arrested the subject 
involved. 

May 31
Theft. Police received a theft re-

port at 5:51 p.m. 
June 2
Thefts. Police received four theft 

reports throughout the day. 

Owatonna Police

May 26
Suspicion. Officers responded to a 

suspicious activity report in the 1800 
block of Cedar Ave. S. at 6:20 a.m. 
They issued a citation. 

Burglary. Police began a burglary 
investigation in the 3600 block of 
County Rd. 45 N. at 2:23 p.m. 

Child Protection. Police received 
child protection reports from the 200 
block of Park St. SE at 3:53 p.m. and 
the 400 block of State Ave. NW at 
8:22 p.m. 

May 27
Death. Police began death inves-

tigations in the 2200 block of Hartle 
Ave. SE at 10:24 a.m. and in the 400 
block of Murray St. SE at 10:54 a.m. 

Vandalism. Property damage was 
reported in the 1000 block of Lem-
ond Rd. SW at 12:37 p.m. 

Crash. At 12:58 p.m., paramedics 
and officers responded to a motor ve-
hicle accident with injuries in the 500 
block of Adams Ave. NW. 

Burglary. Officers responded to 
a burglary in the 600 block of 24th 
Ave. NW at 4:18 p.m. 

Hit and Run. A hit and run ac-
cident resulting in property damage 
occurred in the 1600 block of Cedar 
Ave. S. at 6:28 p.m. 

Warrants. Officers made warrant 
arrests in the 100 block of Broadway 
St. W. at 7:58 p.m. and at Mound St. 
SW and Selby Ave. SW at 8:39 p.m. 

May 28
Drunken Driving. Police arrested 

motorists for driving while intoxi-
cated at Oak Ave. N. and Rose St. W. 
at 1:06 a.m. and at Bridge St. W. and 
Interstate 35 northbound at 3:29 a.m. 

Theft. At 10:32 a.m., officer took 
a theft report in the 400 block of Ce-
dar Ave. N. 

Warrant. Officer arrested a sub-
ject for an outstanding warrant in the 
300 block of Arglen Dr. NW at 11:04 
a.m. 

Suspicion. At 7:11 p.m., police 

Police blotter
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responded to a suspicious activity re-
port in the 100 block of Vine St. W. 
They arrested a subject at the scene. 

May 29
Arrest. At 12:12 p.m., police ar-

rested a motorist at Bridge St. W. and 
Walnut Ave. N. 

Criminal Sex. Police responded 
to a criminal sexual conduct incident 
in the 600 block of 14th St. SE at 
11:22 a.m. The incident was cleared. 

Burglary. Officers responded to a 
burglary in the 500 block of 20th St. 
NE at 2:54 p.m. 

Property Damage. Vandalism 
was reported in the 1700 block of 
State Ave. NW at 4:41 p.m. 

May 30
Weapon. Shots were heard fired 

in the 2200 block of 26th St. NW at 
2:36 a.m. 

Arrest. Officer arrested a motorist 
following a traffic stop at Bridge St. 
W. and Riverside Ave. NW at 10:20 
a.m. 

Child Protection. At 1:19 p.m., 
police received a child protection re-
port from 25th Ave. NW. 

Domestic. Officers responded to 
a domestic disturbance in the 500 
block of Adams Ave. NW at 2:08 
p.m. They issued a citation. 

May 31
Warrant. Police made warrant ar-

rests in the 100 block of Landmark 
Dr. NE at 11:51 a.m. and in the 300 
block of Allan Ave. SW at 11:55 p.m. 

Juvenile. Officers received a juve-
nile complaint from 12th Place NW 
and 24th Ave. NW at 1:09 p.m. 

Vandalism. Property damage was 
reported in the 600 block of Rice 
Lake St. E. at 1:14 p.m. 

Arrest. At 3:40 p.m., police ar-
rested a subject in the 1100 block of 
Frontage Rd. W. 

June 1
Fraud. Fraud incidents occurred 

in the 400 block of North St. W. at 
9:12 a.m. and in the 1100 block of 
Frontage Rd. W. at 8:56 a.m. 

Suspicion. Suspicious activ-
ity was reported in the 400 block of 
State Ave. NW at 11:38 a.m. 

Theft. Thefts occurred in the 1100 
block of Frontage Rd. W. at 7:09 a.m. 
and at 1:44 p.m. 

June 2
Warrant. Officer arrested a sub-

ject for an outstanding warrant in 
the 200 block of 21st St. NW at 1:26 
a.m. 

Theft. A vehicle was reported sto-
len from the 200 block of Cedardale 
Dr. SE at 7:35 a.m. 

Restraining Order. Police re-
sponded to a restraining order vio-
lation in the 400 block of Mineral 
Springs Rd. NE at 1:38 p.m. 

Property Damage. Vandalism 
was reported in the 400 block of 
Mineral Springs Rd. NE at 3:38 p.m. 

Steele County Sheriff

May 26
Theft. Deputy took a theft report 

in the 300 block of Central Ave. W. 
at 12:49 p.m. 

May 27
Crash. At 10:55 p.m., deputies re-

sponded to a crash resulting in prop-
erty damage at 13th St. SW and 92nd 
Ave. SW. 

May 29
Arrest. Deputy arrested a motorist 

in the 3900 block of Hwy. 30 W. at 
11:01 p.m. 

May 30
Traffic. Deputies made a traffic 

stop at 86th St. NE and 89th Ave. NE 
at 10:39 a.m. They took the motorist 
into custody. 

Crashes. Deputies responded to 
personal injuries crashes in the 9300 
block of 18th St. SE at 2:55 p.m. and 
at 92nd Ave. NW and Crane Creek 
Rd. at 3:16 p.m. 

May 31
Theft. Deputy took a theft report 

in the 8100 block of 21st Ave. NW 
at 9:31 a.m. 

June 1
Thefts. Thefts were reported in 

the 900 block of 5th Ave. E. at 2:27 
p.m. and in the 100 block of 3rd St. 
NW at 8:34 p.m. 

Assault. Deputies responded to an 
assault in the 4100 block of 66th St. 
NW at 3:37 p.m. 

Welfare. Deputy completed a 
welfare check in the 700 block of 
143rd St. SE at 4:38 p.m. 

Disturbance. At 4:43 p.m., depu-
ties received a noise complaint from 
the 300 block of 4th St. SE. 

Arrest. Deputy arrested a motor-
ist at 4th St. NW and Park Dr. NW 
at 9:24 p.m. 

June 2
Crash. Deputies responded to a 

motor vehicle accident resulting in 
property damage at Austin Rd. at 
Hwy. 14 E. at 6:51 a.m. 

Burglary. At 8:08 a.m., deputies 
began a burglary investigation in the 
8000 block of 18th St. SE. 

The following cases were heard in 
Steele County District Court the week 
of May 23 with Judge Karen R. Dun-
can presiding: 

Linda M. Young, 57, Brooklyn 
Center, previously appeared and was 
convicted of felony controlled sub-
stance crime. She was sentenced to 
$81, 30 days in county jail, no pos-
session of firearms, obtain permission 
to leave the state, do not enter liquor 
establishments, mental health evalua-
tion, community service and 5 years 
of supervised probation. 

Stanley A. Brown Jr., 46, St. Cloud, 
previously appeared and was con-
victed of felony criminal sexual con-
duct – significant relationship with 
victim under 16. The defendant was 
sentenced to $131, 252 months in St. 
Cloud State Prison and no possession 
of firearms. 

Juan R. Carrasco, 38, Owatonna, 
previously appeared and was con-
victed of felony assault. Carrasco was 
sentenced to $131 and 27 months in 
St. Cloud State Prison. 

Misty D. Herrley, 33, Medford, 
previously appeared and was con-

victed of felony controlled substance 
crime. Herrley was sentenced to $81, 
2 days in county jail, chemical depen-
dency evaluation, no alcohol or con-
trolled substance use, no possession 
of firearms, 200 hours of community 
service and 5 years of supervised pro-
bation. 

Brett A. Kuehl, 27, Rochester, pre-
viously appeared and was convicted 
of felony theft. He was sentenced 
to $131 and 19 months in St. Cloud 
State Prison. 

Jillian D. Larson, 26, Owatonna, 
previously appeared and was convict-
ed of felony violation of harassment 
restraining order. The defendant was 
sentenced to $1,081, 2 days in county 
jail, no possession of firearms, no 
alcohol or controlled substance use, 
do not enter liquor establishments, 
chemical dependency evaluation, 
psychiatric evaluation, obtain permis-
sion to leave the state, domestic abuse 
counseling, 20 hours of community 
service and 5 years of supervised pro-
bation. 

Kayla R. Nelson, 25, Owatonna, 
previously appeared and was con-
victed of felony controlled substance 
crime. Nelson was sentenced to $81, 
1 day in county jail, no possession 
of firearms, no alcohol or controlled 
substance use, chemical dependency 
evaluation, mental health evaluation, 
obtain permission to leave the state, 
200 hours of community service and 
3 years of supervised probation. 

Shelly L. Phipps, 34, Owatonna, 
previously appeared and was con-
victed of felony danger weapons – 
reckless discharge of firearm within 
a municipality. Phipps was sentenced 
to $131 and 22 months in Shakopee 
State Prison. 

Shawn D. Plotnik, 32, Eau Claire, 
WI, previously appeared and was 
convicted of felony theft. He was sen-
tenced to $3,459.21, and 18 months in 
St. Cloud State Prison. 

The following misdemeanors and 
petty misdemeanors were heard in 
Steele County District Court the week 
of May 23 – 27: 

Blooming Prairie
Police Department

Maria A. Garcia-Gutierrez, 42, 
Austin, no license, $181. 

MN State Patrol
Rochester

Ryan W. Apps, 38, Crystal, re-
voked license, $281; Thomas J. 
Berghoff, 23, Faribault, possession of 
Marijuana, $131; Drew E. Demars, 
53, Medford, speeding and Ignition 
Interlock restriction violation, $81, 
successfully complete Steele Waseca 
Drug Court and 1 year of unsuper-
vised probation; Gavin N. Kraus, 31, 
Woodbury, speeding, $121; Staci D. 
Lee, 21, Marion, IA, speeding, $141; 
Cassie A. McBride, 31, Waterloo, 
IA, speeding, $121; Jose L. Mora 
Figueroa, 32, Austin, expired regis-
tration, $111;

 Bradley D. Nelson, 39, Woodbury, 
speeding, $131; Penny L. Olbek-

Crime Briefs

A man faces felony drug 
charges after allegedly ha-
rassing a woman in Owatonna 
May 27.

Police received a report 
from a woman of a man ha-
rassing her and possibly 
having warrants. Officers re-
sponded to the area of Central 
Park where they arrested Paul 

A. Treganza, 53, for outstanding warrants out of 
Freeborn, Mower and Rice counties. 

After the arrest, officers found Treganza to be in 
possession of a small pouch that contained a pipe 
with white residue and a small amount of crystal 
substance believed to be methamphetamine. 

In addition to the warrants, Treganza has been 
charged with fifth-degree controlled substance in 
Steele County.

There has 
been a trag-
ic ending to 
the story of 
a little boy 
critically in-
jured while 
riding in his 
play wagon 
in Olmsted 

County.
L u k a s 

Wharton, 5, of rural Kasson died 
last week from injuries he suf-
fered when his wagon collided 

with a vehicle near his home 
May 24. It happened in Kal-
mar Township, which is on the 
Dodge-Olmsted county line. 

“Our hearts are so broken 
with unbearable pain,” Lukas’ 
grandmother, Lynn Honermann, 
wrote on Facebook. “I pick up 
his toys, and can’t help but cry. 
We will always have this hole in 
our hearts.” 

The investigation into the 
crash continues by the Olmsted 
County Sheriff’s Office. The 
driver of the car, Niles Keller, 

69, of Mantorville, had initial-
ly been arrested at the scene, 
but was later released without 
charges pending the results of a 
blood test. Sheriff’s officials say 
alcohol appears to be a factor in 
the crash. 

A benefit was held for the fam-
ily Sunday in Byron. Donations 
are also being accepted through 
a Gofundme campaign at www.
gofundme.com/lukaswharton.

Ta t t o o s 
proved to 
be the dif-
ference for 
police in 
identifying 
a woman 
who tried 
to hide her 
real iden-

tity.
Owatonna 

Police responded to Oakdale 
Motel for unwanted people stay-

ing in a room. As the unwanted 
guests were leaving, a woman 
lied about her name. The inn-
keeper provided helpful infor-
mation by recalling the woman’s 
name used during previous rent-
als. 

Police said that name, al-
though not entirely complete 
or correct, was used to point 
officers in the right direction. 
The officer used a Rice County 
booking photo and tattoo identi-
fiers on her neck to match her up 

with the true identity of Heather 
Jo Marovich. 

She had outstanding warrants 
out of Rice County. During the 
arrest, officers found hypoder-
mic needles and a narcotic with-
out a prescription. 

In addition to the warrants, 
Marovich has been charged with 
felony fifth-degree controlled 
substance and misdemeanor 
counts of false name and ob-
structing legal process.

Several new troopers have be-
gun patrolling area roadways.

Steven Jones has been as-
signed to Steele and Rice 
counties while Zachery Fay is 
handling Mower and Freeborn 
counties. They were among 57 
cadets who graduated two weeks 
ago and became Minnesota State 
Patrol troopers. 

In all, the southeastern sec-
tion of Minnesota received five 
troopers from the latest acad-
emy, which just recently com-
pleted a 16-week training at 
Camp Ripley. Others assigned to 
the region include Kurt Knutsen 
and Allan Jorgenson in Dodge 
and Olmsted counties and Bjorn 

Englund in Winona County. 
The newest additions to the 

patrol will now go through a 
12-week field training program, 
according to Sgt. Troy Chris-
tianson. 

This year’s recruits range in 
age from 21 to 47. They come 
from military and law enforce-
ment backgrounds. They were 
semi-professional soccer play-
ers. They were bankers and 
some of them had family mem-
bers who died in the line of duty 
as troopers. 

Said Col. Matt Langer, chief 
of the patrol, of the graduating 
class: “I’m proud of you. Please 
remember the work you do will 

make a difference.”
The State Patrol has an oper-

ating strength of 550 troopers, 
Christianson said, adding most 
of the new troopers were re-
placements for retiring officers. 

“It sounds like a lot, but we 
cover the entire state,” Chris-
tianson noted. “We’d like more 
troopers. We can always use 
more.”

The patrol is anticipating an-
other class next year, but is still 
awaiting final approval. 

Because of privacy rules, no 
photos were available of the new 
troopers, Christianson said. 

Alleged harasser suspected 
of possessing drugs

Boy hit by wagon loses battle

Tattoos aide in arrest of woman

New troopers begin 
patrolling area local roads

Treganza

Marovich

Wharton

son, 55, Medford, no insurance and 
suspended license, $481; Timothy 
J. O’Neill, 45, Rochester, speeding, 
$221; Luke B. Quimby, 20, Man-
torville, speeding, $121; Hsaw Reh, 
24, St. Paul, speeding, $131; Vicki 
A. Schulte, 31, Fairmont, speeding, 
$131; 

Anderson G. Siqueira, 28, Hollan-
dale, speeding, $141; Luis A. Soto-
Castro, 25, Bryan, TX, no license, 
$181; Gatwech B. Wiel, 25, Faribault, 
speeding, $221; Andrew A. Wytaske, 
33, Claremont, speeding, $131; Jero-
my A. Zerwas, 23, Hinckley, revoked 
license and no insurance, $481. 

Owatonna Police
Department

David Barajas, 23, suspended li-
cense and no insurance, $481; Jason 
D. Batt, 36, Owatonna, cancelled 
license, $131, 120 days in county 
jail; David A. Bishop, 49, Owatonna, 
seat belt, $106; Roger D. Buker, 52, 
Waseca, theft, $75, diversion program 
and 1 year of unsupervised probation; 
William L. Conley, 29, Owatonna, 
suspended license, $381; 

Scott A. Dittrich, 56, Owatonna, hit 
and run, $181 and 1 year of unsuper-
vised probation; Alexa R. Earlywine, 
26, Owatonna, expired tabs, $111; 
Casey J. Eggum, 29, Albert Lea, theft, 
$405.99, 41 days in county jail, no al-
cohol or controlled substance use and 
1 year of supervised probation; 

John C. Eppel, 48, Owatonna, ex-
pired license, $181; Tristen E. Frank, 
17, Owatonna, failure to yield, $131; 
Joyce A. Frye, 19, Waseca, theft, 
$75, diversion program and 1 year 
of unsupervised probation; Nathan 
A. Frye, 30, Waseca, suspended li-
cense, $281; Alexandra R. Gray, 25, 
Zumbrota, shoplifting, $75, diversion 
program and 1 year of unsupervised 
probation; 

Jeffrey J. Herzog, 56, Owatonna, 
disorderly conduct, 30 days of un-
supervised probation; Matthew J. 
Huskey, 24, Owatonna, possession of 
Marijuana, $231; Travis W. Jackson, 
36, Owatonna, theft, $75, diversion 
program and 1 year of unsupervised 
probation; Kasey R. Kiel, 20, Med-
ford, theft, $75, diversion program 
and 1 year of unsupervised probation; 
Donald J. Kramer, 48, Owatonna, 
theft, $75, diversion program and 1 
year of unsupervised probation; 

Robert C. Lyons, 53, Owatonna, 
revoked license, $281; Joseph R. 
Maas, 37, Owatonna, assault, Domes-
tic Violence Inventory, diversion pro-
gram and 1 year of supervised proba-
tion; Lavell Malone, 44, Owatonna, 
theft, $381 and 40 days in county 
jail; Juanita M. Morris, 41, Mankato, 
theft, $75, diversion program and 1 
year of unsupervised probation; 

Deanna M. Nicks, 42, Geneva, 
theft, $75, diversion program and 1 
year of unsupervised probation;

Jason D. Ringhofer, 41, Owatonna, 
seat belt, $106; Deisy J. Robles-De 
Jesus, 28, Owatonna, no license, 
$181; Juan F. Rodriguez Tellez, 18, 
Owatonna, possession of Parapherna-
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lia, $131; 
Heather M. Saurer, 33, Owatonna, 

dangerous weapons, $181; Alyssa M. 
Sorenson, 24, Owatonna, assault and 
DWI, $281, 3 days in county jail, do-
mestic abuse evaluation, no alcohol 
or controlled substance use, attend 
chemical awareness class and 1 year 
of supervised probation; Tut G. Thol, 
35, Austin, no insurance, $281; Mary 
J. Truax, 64, Medford, revoked li-
cense and no insurance, $481. 

Steele County 
Sheriff’s Office

Stacey S. Blouin, 48, Ellendale, 
speeding, $141; Nyamak G. Both, 
43, Owatonna, improper signal to 
turn, $131; Cody D. Brunner, 21, 
Owatonna, speeding, $381; Brandon 
M. Buysse, 29, Kasson, DWI, $506, 
2 days in county jail, no alcohol or 
controlled substance use and 1 year of 
supervised probation; Mary J. Byler, 
27, Rochester, speeding, $121; 

Vanessa Shawnta Dolton, 31, 
Rochester, revoked license, $381; 
Melvin U. Funez Granados, 33, 
Faribault, revoked license and speed-
ing, $331; Brennan J. Hanson, 18, 
Owatonna, speeding, $121; Cierra J. 
Hanson, 22, Albert Lea, expired tabs 
and speeding, $151; Preston J. Han-
son, 18, Owatonna, speeding, $121; 
Tianna N. Hazelton, 19, Eau Claire, 
WI, speeding, $221; James G. Hol-
lensbe, 56, Williamsburg, IA, speed-
ing, $121; 

Jill M. Hukee, 43, Dodge Center, 
speeding, $121; Tyree C. Jackson, 29, 
Des Moines, IA, no MN license and 
speeding, $231; Christina R. Jensen, 
29, Ellendale, no insurance and re-
voked license, $481; Garrett C. Jones, 
28, Owatonna, open bottle, $181; 
Anthony K. Juhl, 29, Sturgeon Lake, 
speeding, $50; Zlatko Karalic, 40, St. 
Louis, MO, speeding, $131; 

Tony A. Kaus, 43, Pine Island, 
speeding, $131; Paul R. Kom, 19, 
Rochester, speeding, $141; Donald 
J. Kramer, 48, Owatonna, speeding, 
$141; AmyJo E. Lewer, 26, Waseca, 
speeding, $141; Andrew N. Lewis, 
32, Claremont, cancelled license, 
$281, comply with Ignition Inter-
lock and 1 year of supervised proba-
tion; Kristina R. Niner, 16, Medford, 
speeding, $121; Jonathon L. Odaffer, 
17, Medford, speeding, $221; 

Luis H. Resendez, 45, Waseca, 
DWI, $506, 3 days in county jail, 
no alcohol or controlled substance 
use, attend MADD impact panels, 
chemical dependency evaluation 
and 1 year of supervised probation; 
Alyssa A. Sattler, 18, Owatonna, 
speeding, $121; Alexandria Schal-
lau, 20, Owatonna, speeding, $221; 
Sabrina R. Schmitz, 21, Owatonna, 
speeding, $281; Thomas J. Scott, 52, 
Morristown, speeding, $141; Alyssa 
S. Smith, 18, Owatonna, speeding, 
$121; Tucker J. Weisman, 30, Edina, 
speeding, $131; Candace B. Welchlin, 
30, St. James, speeding, $121; Jaime 
L. Zuniga, 28, Hollandale, speeding, 
$221. 
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Distingished Honor Student and Highly Esteemed Scholar
Grade Point Average 3.8 or higher

Grade Point Average 3.3

4.0 or higher

National Honor Society
Grade Point Average 3.5

Honor Student
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During this special salute to music, we recognize 
       musical groups at Blooming Prairie High School.

MUSIC      INSPIRES
Orthodontic Specialist   Building Healthy Smiles

New Patients Welcome • Free Consultations
Dr. Deborah J. Lien, DDS, MBS

132 2nd Ave. NE
Blooming Prairie, MN

507-583-6613
Cell: 507-456-5646

“Where the Individual and 

Dentistry for the entire family
Jeffrey A. Schwert DDS

507-583-6613
132 2nd Ave. NE

Blooming Prairie 
Bus Company

    

  “Safety First!
 Be on Time!”

Mike’s
Ag & Truck Tire
REPAIR

870 32 Ave. NW, Owatonna
Emergency or on the farm repair

507-455-0388
(After hours 507-455-0483)

Sorenson’sSorenson’s 
Appliances & TV

Geneva, Mn
507-256-7258

GE, Frigidaire, Direct Tv, Danby, Crosley, Broan, 
Jenn-Air, KitchenAid, Maytag, Panasonic, RCA, 

Samsung, Toshiba, Whirlpool

3824 S.W. 93 rd St.
Hope, MN 56046
507-451-4724

A healthy products company

495 West N. ST.
Owatonna

507-451-7220

LARGE SELECTIONS
LOW PRICES

CREAMERY
TRY HOPE 

BUTTER FOR 
YOUR BAKING!
507-684-2019

Hope

220 3rd St. NW u Blooming Prairie, MN
507-583-4434 u fax 507-583-2401

“Quality Care with a Small Town Touch”

High-Speed Internet • Telephone
TV • Data Security

Visit our Frontier Retail Center  
for great service and offers

420 First Street SE
Blooming Prairie, MN 55917

507.583.2551  •  www.Frontier.com
237 Hwy Ave. S • Blooming Prairie 583-6671

Sponsored by these following area businesses:

You Are Looking at 
a Revolution In...

 Water Conditioners

Sales • Service • Rentals • Leasing

Garlick’s Water Conditioning
507-526-3616 or Toll Free 1-800-722-1282

www.garlickswater.com

Call today!
Authorized Independent Kinetico Dealer

656 3rd St. NE • Blooming Prairie, MN
Robert Salinas

Family-Owned
507-583-6620

Minimizer.com • 800-248-3855 • Blooming Prairie

800-248-3855
www.minimizer.com

Blooming Prairie

507-684-2100 
12880 SW 72nd Ave, Ellendale

SENIOR CHOIR

7TH CHOIR

SENIOR BAND

JAZZ BAND

8TH CHOIR
JUNIOR BAND

CHAMBER CHOIR

Katelynn  Grunklee Anthony  Nelson Sally  Peterson

Ethan  Strunk Abby  Wayne

Lauren LarkoskiKallie KlemmensenKevin Eichens

Sally PetersonAnthony Nelson

Alyssa  KrohnbergMargaret  Jones
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10 Years Ago
Tuesday, June 13, 2006
Dan Evans, Publisher

LeMar Nelson was honored 
this past Friday night by his alma 
mater, Dakota State University, 
in being inducted in the DSU 
Athletic Hall of Fame. Nelson 
was a standout basketball player 
at DSU, and he holds the Beadle 
individual scoring record of 38 
points in one game, the most 
points in a non-conference game 
record with 35-points, and the 
highest free throw percentage 
(75.6). Nelson also was the sec-
ond highest scorer in the South 
Dakota Intercollegiate Confer-
ence in total points and average. 
Scoring over 1,000 points in 57 
games, he became a member of 
the 1,000 career point club on 
his last college game of the sea-
son. ball and football teams at 
DSU. 

Spring sports drew to a close 
and the placing BP teams are 
as follows: Boys’ varsity golf 
won class 1A Sub-Section and 
placed 4th at sections. The var-
sity softball team won class 1A 

West Sub-Section and qualifie  
for section. The varsity baseball 
team placed third at class 1A 
Sub-Section. 

20 Years Ago
Tuesday, June 11, 1996

Elsie Slinger, Editor

Eleven contestants will be 
competing in the Little Miss 
Firecracker pageant for the 
Blooming Prairie Fourth of July 
festivities. Contestants will be 
judged on poise, grace, talent, 
interview, manners, and pres-
ence. The winner will serve 
as the official ambassador for 
the Old Fashioned Fourth of 
July Celebration. Amanda Lar-
kin, Emily Allison, Elisabeth 
Hillson, Jill Trotman, Allison 
Seymour, Bethany Breuinger, 
Samantha Kraling, Danielle 
Leek, Stephanie Madsen, Alyssa 
Habberstad, and Jessica Rhodes 
will be competing for the title of 
Little Miss Firecracker.

Jim Klobuchar and his biking 
friends are returning to Bloom-
ing Prairie on June 18, looking 
for some more of that home-

town welcome they got last time 
they came through. Four years 
ago they visited BP, and look 
forward to coming back during 
their 500-mile or so tour. Klobu-
char is a retired Minneapolis 
Star-Tribune columnist and bik-
ing and traveling enthusiast. 

50 Years Ago
Thursday, June 9, 1966 

Victor, Vernon, and 
Vyrle Krejci, Editors

Application is being made to the 
Federal government for FHA loan 
funds to finance housing for senior 
citizens in the Blooming Prairie 
area. Prairie Manor Inc., a newly 
organized non-profit organization, 
is seeking the funding and plans are 
beginning to form for the new hous-
ing. 

The Associated Grocers’ Coop-
erative, Blooming Prairie’s large 
wholesale grocery warehouse, was 
burglarized sometime during the 
night of Friday, June 3, and the 
thieves were able to gain entrance to 
the safe and made off with approxi-
mately $250 in cash. An investiga-
tion is currently underway. 

Gary L. Fread, of Blooming Prai-
rie, was a member of the winning 

ROTC Drill Team from the Univer-
sity of Wyoming. The team, consist-
ing of five members from four dif-
ferent states, received a trophy for 
capturing the high honors. 

Martin Rae Vandenbrook, a for-
mer Blooming Prairie resident, 
has received an appointment to the 
United States Naval Academy at 
Annapolis, Maryland. He received 
the appointment from the 18th Con-
gressional district of Texas in com-
petition with over 100 youths, based 
on scholastic, physical, and moral 
competition. 

75 Years Ago
Thursday, June 12, 1941
Frank Krejci, Publisher

Mrs. Josephine Srsen, a resi-
dent of this village for the past 
46 years, was the object of a 
two-day organized search when 
she was missed on Thursday 
evening by her son that farms 
near her home. Her body was 
found in a small patch of tall 
grass at the edge of a cornfield
half a mile east of her home, and 
evidence indicates that she fell 
victim of a heart attack while 
brining lunch to her son. Mrs. 

Srsen was very active for her 
age of 69, and will be dearly 
missed from the community.

The 15th annual meeting of 

the Blooming Prairie Egg Pool 
was held here last Thursday, and 
Andrew Hanson was named the 
new president.

Dear Savvy Senior,
I’ve heard that there’s a 

new diet that can help prevent 
Alzheimer’s disease. What 
can you tell me about this? 
My 80-year-old mother has 
Alzheimer’s and I want to do 
everything I can to protect 
myself.

Concerned Daughter

Dear Concerned,
It’s true! Research has found 

that a new diet plan – called 
the MIND diet – can have a 
profound impact on your brain 
health as you age, and can even 
lower your odds of getting 
Alzheimer’s disease. 

The MIND diet takes two 
proven diets – the heart-healthy 
Mediterranean diet and the 
blood-pressure lowering DASH 

diet – and zeroes in on the foods 
in each that specifically affect 
brain health.

The MIND diet, which 
stands for “Mediterranean-
DASH Intervention for 
Neurodegenerative Delay,” 
was developed by Martha 
Clare Morris, a nutritional 
epidemiologist at Rush 
University Medical Center, 
through a study funded by the 
National Institute on Aging. 

The study followed the 
diets of nearly 1,000 elderly 
adults, who filled out food 
questionnaires and underwent 
repeated neurological testing for 
an average of 4.5 years. 

It found participants whose 
diets most closely followed 
the MIND recommendations 
had brains that functioned as 

if they were 7.5 years younger, 
and it lowered their risk of 
developing Alzheimer’s disease 
by as much as 53 percent. And 
even those who didn’t stick to 
the diet perfectly but followed 
it moderately well reduced 
their risk of Alzheimer’s by 35 
percent.

The MIND Menu
The MIND diet has 15 dietary 

components. The emphasis is 
on eating from 10 brain-healthy 
food groups, and limiting foods 
from five unhealthy groups. 
Here’s a rundown of the healthy 
foods you should work into your 
diet: 

• Green leafy vegetables (like 
spinach and salad greens): Eat at 
least one serving per day.

• Other vegetables: At least 

one other vegetable a day.
• Whole grains: Three or 

more servings a day.
• Nuts: Five one-ounce 

servings a week.
• Beans: At least three 

servings a week.
• Berries: Two or more 

servings a week.
• Fish: Once a week.
• Poultry (not fried): Two 

times a week.
• Olive oil: Use it as your 

primary cooking oil.
• Wine: One glass a day.
And the five unhealthy food 

groups you should limit include:
• Red meat: Eat fewer than 

four servings a week.
• Butter and margarine: Less 

than a tablespoon daily.
• Cheese: Less than one 

serving a week.

• Pastries and sweets: Less 
than five servings a week

• Fried or fast food: Less than 
one serving a week.

Other Benefit
One of the best things about 

the MIND diet is that it’s easer 
to follow than most other diets 
and you don’t have to stick to 
it perfectly to gain the benefits,
which makes it more likely 

you’ll follow it for a long time. 
And the longer you eat the 
MIND way, the lower the risk of 
getting Alzheimer’s disease.

Send your senior questions 
to: Savvy Senior, P.O. Box 5443, 
Norman, OK 73070, or visit 
SavvySenior.org. Jim Miller is 
a contributor to the NBC Today 
show and author of “The Savvy 
Senior” book.

Recreation

Hwy 218 S.
Blooming Prairie

www.minersoutdoor.com • 507-583-2712

Outdoor Power Equipment, 
Golf Carts, ATV, Sales Service, 

Parts & Accessories

Repair Service

656 3rd St. NE
Blooming Prairie, MN

Robert Salinas
Family-Owned
583-6620

Simple Smartphones for Seniors

History from the news archives

	 Insurance

Auto    |    Home    |    Life    |    Business    |    College    |    Retirement

 One combined policy
+  One deductible for it all

 One big sigh of relief
When things go wrong, you need your insurance to go right. Contact me to see how our 
one deductible advantage can help provide you peace of mind when you need it most. 
Julie Spinler
236 S Main Street
PO Box 69
Dexter
(507) 584-1215

One deductible per occurrence. Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company*/West Des
Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services MC032 (8-15)

J.A. GWILT SIDERS, INC.
Siding & Windows

Lic. #20533878
•Maintenance Free Siding

•Premium Vinyl, Steel & Aluminum
•Custom Trim Work

•Seamless Aluminum or Copper Gutters
•Lifetime Warranty

For Free Estimates Call: 507-583-7413
Now supplying siding for contractors & do-it yourselfers!

Siding & Windows 

	 Insurance

Troy Thompson LUTCF

1330 W. Main, Albert Lea, MN
Ph: 507-377-2852 F: 507-377-3301

troythompsonagency@gmail.com

Insurance from the Best!

Troy Thompson LUTCF
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Greenhouse

Accountants

Steele County Times Professional Directory

Dental Care

Blooming Prairie 
405 E. Main St. 
507-583-2141

Owatonna
1170 East Frontage Rd.

507-455-1000

Mankato
287 St. Andrews Drive Suite 100

507-720-0250
Rochester

3110 Wellner Dr. NE. 
507-536-7700

New Richland 
132 Broadway Ave. N.

 507-463-0502  

Locally Owned

Dental Care

BLOOMING PRAIRIE DENTAL CENTER
“Dentistry for the whole family”

Jeffrey A. Schwert, D.D.S.
132 2nd Ave. NE

Blooming Prairie ~ 583-6613

Johnson Construction 
& Tree Service

Tree & Stump Removal •Trimming & Topping •Tree Moving 
Lot Clearing • Backhoe/Skidloader • Hauling General Construction

24 Hr. Emergency Services • Year Round Work • Licensed & Insured
KYLE JOHNSON • 507-583-7592
AUSTIN & BLOOMING PRAIRIE

Construction

Funeral Planning
A Simple, Thoughtful Act of Caring

PREARRANGEMENT & PREFUNDING

Worlein Blooming Prairie Funeral Home
418 Highway Ave S. ,Blooming Prairie, MN

Mary Kittelson
NFDA Certified Preplanning Consultant • Licensed Agent - Purple Cross Plans

507-583-7561
www.worlein.com

Automotive

ROD & TESS KOSTER, Owners
Bus: 507-583-2018 • Fax: 507-583-2317

Hwy. 218 • Blooming Prairie
www.kostercarkorner.com

FOR THAT HOMETOWN PERSONAL TOUCH

Garden

Jerry Heimerman

507-213-0829
heimerje@hotmail.com

LAWN MOWER & CHAINSAW 
BLADE SHARPENING

GARDEN TILLING & LAWN ROLLING

POP’S GARAGE

INSURED

Garbage
SKJEVELAND ENTERPRISES

YOU CAN
 COUNT ON US!

Sanitation & Recycling Services
Pride in service since 2007

• Sanitation & Recycling Services
• Roll-Offs & Dumpsters
• Rubbish & Garbage Removal

Contact Skjeveland Enterprises today!

5 0 7 - 5 2 8 - 9 9 0 0

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

Golf

CLARKS GROVE
GOLF COURSE

76783 270th St.  • Clarks Grove, MN •507-256-7737

Try Foot-golf! Family Fun! 9 holes 
Adults $7   •  17 and under $5

For membership information visit:
clarksgrovegolfcourse.com
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Prairie Manor Care Center 
& Heather Haus

220 3rd St. NW,
Blooming Prairie
583-4434
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Congratulations & Good Luck Blooming Prairie Golfers!
PO BOX 788  •  BLOOMING PRAIRIE  MN  •  507.583.2887   •    WWW.BPCOUNTRYCLUB@OUTLOOK.COM

Golfers - Good Luck at State!Golfers - Good Luck at State!
Sue Zwiener
507-583-2200

308 E. Main Street
Blooming Prairie

Congratulations 
Golfers &  

Good Luck at 
State!

Congratulations 
Golfers &  

Good Luck at 
State!

Good Luck at State!Good Luck at State!
Blooming 
  Prairie
    Bus 
      Company

Blooming 
  Prairie
    Bus 
      Company

507-451-5262
“Your One Stop Logo Shop”

341 East Main Street • Blooming Prairie  MN341 East Main Street • Blooming Prairie  MN

507-583-7001
sportstitch@frontiernet.net

Good Luck Golfers!

CONGRATS

Taylor Christianson Tommy Braaten

This messaged is sponsored by these local community sports boosters:

Blooming Prairie Boys’ Golf Team

Section 1A Champs 
and state qualifier!

time in school history1st

WAY TO GO
State individual 
qualifier for golf

Good luck 
at the state meet on 

June 14-15 in Becker
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Living
Times honors young journalists

By HOWARD 
LESTRUD 
Staff Writer

More than 100 students in 
grades 4-6 at Medford Elemen-
tary School participated in the 
first Steele County Times Jour-
nalism Excellence Contest.

Mark DeLap, managing edi-
tor of the Steele County Times 
of Blooming Prairie, organized 
the first Times contest encourag-
ing young writers to enter a story 
of their choosing. Nine final-
ists were chosen and from that 
group, a first, second and third 
place winner were named.

All fourth graders of Mrs. 
Becky Peterson’s class partici-
pated in the contest as did stu-
dents of sixth grade teachers 
Matt Cole, Anna Markham and 
Kelly johnson.

A special awards ceremony 
was held on Wednesday, June 
1, led by Editor DeLap. Plaques 
and certificates were given to the 
top three student journalists. The 
Best Photo Award was presented 
to Abby Fitzgerald by Medford 
Mayor Lois Nelson.

Third place writing award was 
presented by writer LeMar Nel-
son to Elizabeth Peterson. Her 
story was entitled “Step Right 
Up” about a possibility carnival.

Second place award was pre-
sented by Times Sports Editor 
Joe Tischler to Payton Ristau. 
She wrote about Medford’s fire 
department’s annual 5K run.

Lainie Rahn was given the 
first place award for her piece on 

social media. Times publisher 
Rick Bussler presented her the 
award.

The other six finalists in the 
writing competition were: Abby 
Fitzgerald, Brody Goodnature, 
Jacob Eseh, Jair Peralta, Josie 
Volkman and Isabelle Huizel.

Times writers Ahren Back-
man, Howard Lestrud and Han-
nah Bates (DCI reporter) were 
also in attendance at the awards 
day. Lestrud traced how a story 
begins and ends up in the news-
paper.

Students entering the contest 
were treated to a Subway sand-
wich party. All writing finalists 
received certificates from Cul-
ver’s and Pizza Ranch. Bussler 
also gave out two Minnesota 
Twins tickets.

Editor DeLap involved stu-
dents in a filming moment called 
“Where’s Mark?” 

He also defined journalism for 
the students. DeLap referenced 
Wikipedia for a definition on 
journalism. 

Wikipedia: “Journalism is the 
work and distribution of reports 
on the interaction of events, 
facts, ideas, and people that are 
the “news of the day” and that 
informs society to at least some 
degree. The word applies to the 
occupation (professional or not), 
the methods of gathering infor-
mation, and the organizing lit-
erary styles. Journalistic media 
include: print, television, radio, 
Internet, and, in the past, news-
reels.”

Take a look at the winning 
stories.

Step right up 
By: ELIZABETH

PETERSON
Step right up to the Sixth 

Grade Probability Carnival! On 
May 17th and 18th the sixth 
graders from Medford School 
hosted their annual probabil-
ity carnival. Each student had 
to create a game that included 
probability. The students cre-
ated these games to learn about 
probability as well as teach 
other students about probability. 
Probability is the likelihood that 
something will occur. Students 
learned about theoretical and 
experimental probability. 

Students had to create an 
original game using materials 
at home, along with a display 
poster. The posters included 
the creative game titles, direc-
tions to play, and the theoreti-
cal probability of winning. The 
theoretical probability is what is 
supposed to occur. Experimental 
probability is what actually oc-
curs. 

On May 17th and 18th kin-
dergarten through fifth grade 
students attended the carnival. 
Players were given five tickets 
and allowed to choose amongst 
the carnival games. Prizes were 

Social media
By: BRIELLE SMITH  

AND PIPER HILL
It seems like everyone is on 

their phone these days. Reading, 
texting, or even posting pictures 
on social media. When asked 
questions about social media, 
similarities were shown from 
the younger age to the middle 
aged. All of the participants had 
a phone that had some kind of 
social media on it. And funny 
thing is, they all checked their 
social media daily! When they 
were asked to name as many 
social media apps as they could, 
the younger generation stated 
an average of 6 different types 
while the middle aged partici-
pants came out with an average 
of 4. Here are some facts about 
social media worldwide: 

• The top category of posts on 
Pinterest takes up 57 percent of 
all posts- which is food.

• Everyday about five million 
photos are uploaded on lnsta-
gram which is the 6th choice in 
America for social media apps.

• Based on visits, Facebook is 
the most popular social media 
app in the United States as of 
February 2016.

• The most popular user on 

MEDIA
Story on Page 6C

Medford’s Fire 
Department 
holds 4th 
Annual Fire 5

By: PAYTON RISTAU

Medford’s Fire Department 
has been serving Medford since 
1939. Today there is twenty eight 
firefighters, including chief Rick 
Hager. The fire department does 
anything from medical calls to 
actual fires. They are on call 
24/7. They teach fire safety to

Medford School and they 
even teach down at the Med-
ford Straight River Park. In the 
month of May they had new 
firefighters join. Now they have 
a great group of men working 
for Medford’s safety.

To raise money for the Med-
ford Fire Department, they put 
on street dances and have the 
Medford Fire 5 (a 5k run/walk) 
and kids run. The Fire 5 is June 
18th during

Straight River Days, when 
they will have garage sales. 
They will also have trucks in the

Medford parade on June 17th. 
The 5k has been going on for 4 
years now. The kids run is half a 
mile and is free. It starts at 7:45 
a.m. The 5k is three point two 
miles long, and it starts at 8:00 
a.m. If you are registered by 
May 27 it is only $30 dollars. If 

FIRE
Story on Page 6C

CASEY’S
Story on Page 6C

TRACK
Story on Page 6CCARNIVAL

Story on Page 6C

Track and fiel
By: ISABELLE HUIZEL

Track and field day is always 
fun. Everyone gets to do at 

least one maybe more thing 
they want. This is a competi-
tion so you can get first, sec-
ond or third place in each of the 
events. Some times you have to 
work together. Other times you 
work alone. It’s always differ-
ent for different schools. While 
you wait and watch your school 
compete you can cheer them on. 
If you cheer them on loud and 
proud it usually helps them be-
come more confident so they 
will do a better job. If it’s cold 
you usually bring some clothes 
to where over and then when 
you compete in the competi-
tions you can take off the extra 
clothes and you won’t be as hot, 
when you compete. You always 
want to get a good night sleep 
the night before so your not 
tired and can do the best you can 
when you compete. 

The first competition of track 
and field is the throwing com-
petition. There is medicine 
ball,softball and frisbee. In each 
of these events you have to try 
to get the ball or frisbee as far 
as you can. Sometimes it’s hard 
when there’s wind or sometimes 
easy when there’s no wind and 
it’s a nice sunny. Medicine ball 
is probably the hardest because 
it’s so heavy and that makes it 
harder to throw. Then softball 

Alice In The 
Wonderland

By: JACOB ESCH

In the new play Alice’s Ad-
ventures In

Wonderland, they discover 
a new audience. Having more 
than 40 people in the cast and 
crew including Caroline

Nelson as Alice makes a great 
show. The first play was on April 
29th and the last showing was 
on May 7th. The play was based 
on the novel by Lewis Carroll 
and changed by Tim Kelly. Fed-
erated insurance of Owatonna 
helped pay for expenses for the 
play. The director of

Alice’s Adventures In Won-
derland was Sandee HardeeHa-
gen, with Deb Seath as technical 
director.

The Little Theatre of Owa-
tonna is in its 50th year of pro-
ductions, and still going on. The 
20152016 season at LTO has a 
series of plays including, The 
Foreigner, A Christmas Carol, 
Harvey,    

By: Abby Fitzgerald

Do you love baby animals? 
Well we sure do! And the Med-
ford elementary students get to 
see these baby animals every 
year. Every year we have a baby 
animal day. Some of the high 
school students at Medford get 
to bring in one or sometimes 
more than one baby animal. 
There are many different ador-
able animals that students have 
brought in before. Some of the 
animals there are just small or 
some are bigger like piglets. 
There are a few rules to go with 
it to, like always washing your 
hands after petting the animals, 
and most importantly to always 
respect the baby animal’s owner 
by following their rules about 
the baby animal. Some people 
will let you pet or sometimes 
hold the baby animal, but on the 
other hand, some of the students 
will say not to pet the baby ani-
mals because they might not like 
someone else touching or hold-
ing them. Every class or grade 
also tries to go down to see the 
baby animals at different times,

Casey’s 
Grand Opening

By: BRODY 
GOODNATURE

This is what (almost) every 
person in the town of Medford 
has been waiting for. The grand 
opening of Casey’s General 
Store, where people can come 
down to grab a treat or some of 
their famous pizza. So, for wait-
ing for the building to be built 
and the food to be shipped in, 
it is finally here. Casey’s Gen-
eral Store! It may not be the best 
store in Minnesota, but it sure is 
good!

Staff photos by Howard Lestrud

Steele County Times Publisher Rick Bussler presents a first-place plaque to Lainie Rahn, winner of the First Steele County Times 
Journalism Excellence Contest. A Subway sandwich party was given to all contest participants.
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Soccer
By: JAIR PERALTA

Do you want to know who is 
the best soccer player a scoring? 
I’m so glad you asked. I know 
some facts about these top three 
soccer players: Lionel Messi, 
Neymar Da Silva Jr. and

Cristiano Ronaldo, they are 
all very talented players. All 
these players have been op-
timistic and hardworking to 
achieve their goals.

The history about these play-
ers inspired me to play the beau-
tiful game soccer. Neymar Da 
silva Jr. was born February 5, 
1992 in Mogi Da Cruzes, 

The state 
showcase

By: JOSIE VOLKMANN

At Medford Elementary there 
is going to be a state showcase 
on May, 26 at 1:30 p.m.

Three fourth grade classes 
made boards that have maps, 
timelines, state trees, state bird, 
and the amazing colored titles.

The boards are going be pre-
sented in front of every parents 
of the student that made the 
boards and every grade in the 
elementary. It is going to be in a 
huge auditorium that has a lot of 
space in it.

Fourth grade has worked hard 
on building our boards for about 
a month. Fourth graders are very 
nervous and excited to present 

Staff photos by Howard Lestrud

Medford Mayor Lois Nelson presents a gift certificate to Abby Fitzgerald for submitting the Best Photo in a Steele County Times 
Journalism Excellence Contest.



Tyler James DeLap.  My 
shadow.  My protégé.  My heart.  
He’s getting married this week 
and you’ll know me at the wed-
ding by my red eyes and pocket 
full of Kleenex.   

Yeah,  I’m secure enough in 
my manhood to be able to share 
my emotions with my kids.  I’m 
not one who’s afraid that some-
one will hear me say “I love 
you.”  I mean… if you’re a real 
man, then you’re not afraid of 
anything, right?   Then why 
would you be afraid to let some-
one see you love someone else 
openly?  Especially your wife 
and your children.

If you want to be proud about 
how you’ll be remembered,  
don’t be proud about how you 
were always so cold and hard 
and uncaring.  Be remembered 
as a man who really knew what 
love was all about.

I hear in so many speeches,  “I 
promised myself that I wouldn’t 
cry.”   Why that promise?  I am 
way too old and past the point 
of no return in caring what other 
people think about me.  That’s 
the beauty of being a grandpa.  
We don’t care that we wear our 

sandwich crumbs on our shirt 
or that our socks don’t match or 
that our hair isn’t combed.

What a great plateau to come 
to in life.   That you care enough 
to love openly but could care 
less about what everyone thinks.  
It’s the freedom of the fifties and 
the sweetness of the sixties.

We get different fears at this 
age.   I look at what we fear in 
life.   At eight, we are afraid that 
we’re going to have to eat lima 
beans for supper.  In our teens 

we are afraid of comments of 
others and getting zits and per-
haps that we’re not going to 
graduate and find a good job.  In 
our 20’s we’re afraid that we’ll 
never find the right person, the 
right job, the right health club 
and that some day, we’ll end up 
living alone with cats.  (Actually 
that fear kind of stays with you 
throughout your lifetime.)

In your 30’s we are afraid 
that we won’t be able to get a 
good job and be respected for 
our work and creativity.   In the 
40’s we fear not making enough 
money and being able to im-
press our friends and families 
with fancy grown-up toys.   In 
the 50’s we are afraid of keeping 
our jobs, our families, our status.   
In the 60’s we are afraid of not 
being able to make ends meet on 
social security and if our cramp 
medicine is effective.   In the 
70’s we are afraid of losing our 
significant others,  our health 
and that our kids won’t visit.   

Ah… but the 80’s – the only 
fear will be is if our care-givers 
have ice cold hands right out of 
the gate on an icy Minnesota 
morning.  And if we live into the 

90’s we may fear that God has 
forgotten about us… because we 
are still here.

But… tomorrow’s fears will 
take care of themselves and 
I will jump off of that bridge 
when I get come to it.  For today 
and for this week,  I am going 
to enjoy my kids and welcome a 
new talented medical student to 
the DeLap family by way of my 
incredible new daughter-in-law, 
Sara.  And for my son,  a song 
just for him.

“You changed my life for-
ever… it was 1991.  The snow 
was falling quietly, the first time 
looking at my son.  And it seems 
like only yesterday – bedtime 
stories and you’re sleeping…   
I watch you dream about the 
days to come, and all those good 
times you’ll be keeping.

Look at the time, where has 
it gone to?  Weren’t you just 
sleeping at my side?  All of our 
moments turned to memories 
and your destiny’s arrived.   If 
this life teaches lessons, and 
time won’t yield to the heart… 
if we’ll learn to live in the mo-
ments, then the love, it won’t 
depart.

And now the time has come 
my dancin’ boy when I can’t al-
ways be there.  You’ll find your 
way and learn the path because 
you’ve learned to care.  And 
your years will go by quickly… 
you’ll have children of your own 

– learn to love your journey and 
your heart will be at home.”

Congratulations Tyler and 
Sara.  I love you.
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Wear your 4th of July button proudly

By HOWARD 
LESTRUD
Staff Writer

Buy a Blooming Prairie 4th 
of July bottom and wear it 
proudly, now until July 4.

Button sales provide funds 
for the Blooming Prairie Area 
Chamber of Commerce to fi-
nance the gigantic 4th of July 
celebration each year. Buttons 
are available at downtown 
businesses and from many 
chamber members.

The goal is to sell all 1400 
buttons this year. That would 
amount to $4,200 to help pay 
for 4th of July expenses.

Becky Noble, Chamber ex-
ecutive director, also has but-
tons for sale at the Chamber 
office in the Blooming Prairie 
City Center building. Buttons 
cost only $3.

Chamber student ambas-
sadors Tony Nelson, Lauren 
Larkoski, Camden Heimer-
man and Alison Prior recently 
left a regular Chamber meet-
ing wearing the colorful 4th of 
July buttons.

It is estimated that more 
than 35,000 persons come and 
celebrate the 4th of July in 
Blooming Prairie.

Activities begin on Sat-
urday night, July 2 with a 
street dance held in front of 
J & H Liquors in downtown 
Blooming Prairie. The “Blue 
Ringers” will perform from 8 
p.m. to midnight. Harvey and 
Nancy Farr will be the hosts 
for the event.

Here’s a listing of 4th of 
July activities for Sunday, 
July 3 and Monday, July 4.

SUNDAY, JULY 3
• Antique Tractor Show, BP 

High School, 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
• Beer Garden (permitted 

areas only, 21 and over), City 
Park, 4-9 p.m.

• Pedal Tractor Pull, City 
Park, sign-up, 4 p.m.

• Hammerschlagen, Beer 
Garden, 5 p.m.

• Concessions, variety of 
food and drink, City Park, 4-9 
p.m.

• BPRA “Letter Club” 
Moonwalk, City Park, 4-9 
p.m.

• Potluck String Band, Ga-
zebo, 5-9 p.m.

• Pie Judging Contest, Judg-
es Stand at City Park, 6 p.m.

• Stick Horse Racing, Judg-
es Stand at City Park, 6:30 
p.m.

• Magic Show, City Park, 7 
p.m.

• Teen Dance, live DJ/con-
cessions available, grades 
7-12, City Park, 8:30-11:30 
p.m.

MONDAY, JULY 4
• Concessions, variety of 

food and drink, City Park, 
open all day

• Awesome Blossom Run/
Walk, BP High School, sign-
up at 7 a.m.

• Trolley rides between City 
Park and Victory Field (free 
with Chamber button), 10 
a.m. to 7 p.m.

• BP Lions Club Breakfast, 
Prairie Manor, 7:30-11 a.m.

• Tractor Pull (contact De-
nise Krell at 438-3862), West 
of Victory Field, 9 a.m.

• Fire Department Open 
House, Fire Hall, 9-11 a.m.

• Sweet Rides Car Show, 
Victory Field, 8 a.m. to Noon

• Antique Tractor Show, BP 
High School, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

• Hole-in-one Miniature 
Golf, City Park, 9 a.m. to 6 
p.m.

• Frog Bog Game, City 

Park, 9 a.m. to 6  p.m.
• BPRA “Letter Club” 

Moonwalk, City Park, 9 a.m. 
to 6 p.m.

• Fine Arts Craft Fair, City 
Park, 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.

• Beer Garden (permitted 
areas only, 21 and over), City 
Park, 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.

• BP Boys and Girls Club 
kids Races, Victory Field 
(south of pavilion), 10 a.m.

• Bean Bag Tournament, 
City Park, 11 a.m.

• Just for Kix Performance, 
Judges Stand at City Park, 
Noon

• Pickle Judging Contest, 
Judges Stand at City Park, 
12:30 p.m.

• Stix of Fury Performance, 
City Park, 1:30 p.m.

• Rolling Car Show, Parade 
Route, 1:30 p.m.

PARADE, 2:30-4 p.m.
(Parade units are welcome)

• Su Fu Du Live Perfor-
mance, Judges Stand at City 
Park, after parade

• Hula Hoop Contest, Judg-
es Stand at City Park, 5 p.m.

• Live Entertainment, piano 
band “Mischief and Mayhem” 
at City Park, 5:30-7:30 p.m.

• Frozen T-Shirt Contest, 
Beer Garden, 6 p.m.

Staff photo by Howard Lestrud

Luke Swenson, president of the Blooming Prairie Area 
Chamber of Commerce, gets pinned by four Chamber 
student ambassadors. The ambassadors, Alison Pryor, Cam 
Heimerman, Anthony Nelson and Lauren Larkoski, put 4th 
of July pins on Swenson to kick off the business 4th of July
drive. 

Little Thoughts 
on the Prairie

mark
DeLap

When a little boy comes of age, a father comes to tears

Submitted photo

It seems like only yesterday I could carry you in my arms.  
Mark and Tyler DeLap

Summer fun has begun!  The 
Blooming Prairie Branch Li-
brary has activities (almost) 
every Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday, and Thursday of the 
summer.  For a complete listing, 

please stop in the library for your 
brochure; then mark your calen-
dar so you don’t miss anything.  
Or follow us on Facebook to get 
an update each Friday of what’s 
happening at the library.

One event has not yet made 
it to the calendar:  for the third 
year we welcome Pony Tales 
with Stephanie Bruggeman of 
SKM Stables.  Stay tuned for 
the exact dates and times for our 
horse story time that includes 
crafts and real ponies! 

This week we have two excit-
ing programs.  Kids’ rock and 
roller Mr. Billy makes a return 
visit with his crazy songs and 
happy tunes.  Get ready to move 
with Mr. Billy on Wednesday, 
June 8 at 1 p.m.  Then come 
back at 1 p.m. on Thursday, June 
9 to see the Zooman and his ex-

citing reptiles.  Maybe you will 
be the one he chooses to crown 
with a snake!

On Wednesday, June 15 we 
have a unique opportunity to 
learn about a new sport available 
right here in Blooming Prairie.  
Tony Patino, the force behind 
the Disc Golf course near Vic-
tory Field, will be teaching kids 
how to play Disc Golf.  Tony 
has won several regional tour-
naments and knows his stuff.  
Discs will be available for use 
that day. 

All youth, ages 10 and old-
er, are invited to join us at the 
course from 3-6 p.m.  This is 
your chance to learn how to re-
ally play the game!

Hanging 10 at the library
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Ellendale 
storm 
clean-up 
report from 
city council
By AHREN BACKMAN

County Staff Writer
   

Amid reports that a summer 
storm knocked out power until 
nearly 3 a.m. in the morning on 
the night of May 25th, storm 
clean-up was one of many is-
sues on a packed agenda for the 
Ellendale City Council during 
their May 26th meeting.

The Ellendale maintenance 
department reported that two 
workers  removed several 
downed trees. Another group 
was also assigned to the clean 
up the area. Mayor Mark Skroch 
gave the maintenance depart-
ment  a “great job” for round 
the clock efforts to clean up the 
downed trees and foliage.

Also on the agenda was a 
report from fi re department 
discussing the need for a fu-
ture new fi re truck, and a new 
radio communication system. 
The council questioned the fi s-
cal feasibility of fi retruck, and 
members mused how many fi sh 
fries it would take to pay the es-
timated bill of around $300,000.

Skroch said the city has 
looked into such funding op-
tions as state and federal grants 
for similar purchases, but said 
completion for such grants are 
fi erce.  After lengthy discussion 
on the need for a truck, Mayor 
Skroch sent the department rep-
resentative back to work look-
ing for more cost cutting mea-
sures. 

 As the meeting neared end-
ing, Mayor Skroch addressed 
complaints from residents about 
excessive lawn grown, and 
mentioned citations for grass 
over 8 inches many be given 
out.

Annual FFA banquet catered by Superior Foods
On May 14, the Blooming 

Prairie FFA chapter held its an-
nual awards banquet. As always 
it was held it the BPHS com-
mons and was catered by Su-
perior Foods. This year we had 
ham and cheesy potatoes, they 
were really good. The banquet is 
the last event of the year and it 
is where all the awards are given 
out. The fi rst group of awards 
were the degrees. There are 
three different types. 

The Discovery Degree (8th 
Graders) had one recipient: Kai-
den Finley. The Greenhand De-
gree (9th Graders) was given to 
seven members: Colton Ivers, 
Cory Lyman, Rachel Oswald, 
Amy Peterson, Clint Peterson, 
Alex Richards, and Tim Wolf. 

There was also a Star Green-
hand award given out, and that 

went to Tim Wolf. The last and 
highest degree is the Chapter 
Degree. This year there were 
three recipients: Nate Erickson, 
Colin Nelson, and Zach Sisler.

This year we had seven BP 
FFA graduating seniors: Noah 
Crabtree, Kate Grunklee, Kallie 
Klemmensen, Brett Miller, Ka-
lyn Naatz, Sally Peterson, and 
Chris Wacek. 

Five seniors gave retiring ad-
dresses (Brett Miller, Kallie 
Klemmesen, Chris Wacek, Ka-
lyn Naatz, and Sally Peterson). 
The one thing they all included 
in their speeches was the impor-
tance of family. They all talked 
about how their family was and 
is their biggest inspiration.

Honorary degrees went to the 
graduating members parents: 
James and Susan Crabtree, Paul 

Millers and Teresa Drees, Daryl 
and RaeAnn Peterson, Matt and 
Tammi Wacek

Next we recognized each of 
the Career Development Event 
Teams:

General Livestock: (Ethan 
Arett, Colton Ivers, Tim Wolf, 
Sally Peterson, Kalyn Naatz.) 
Placed 1st in regions and 5th 
in state, as well as Ethan Arett 
placing 6th and Colton Ivers 
placing 4th in individuals. Flo-
riculture:( Boone Carlson, Greta 
Sundae, Cole Christianson, Ra-
chel Thompson, Ethan Grant.). 

Dairy Foods: (Kate Grunklee, 
Kallie Klemmensen, Sasha Kat-
zung) Placed 4th in regions. 
Kate Grunklee also placed 1st 
in regions individuals. Dairy 
Handlers:(Kalyn Naatz, Mag-
gie Bruns, Cole Christianson, 
Ethan Grant, Rachel Thompson, 
Boone Carlson.) Kalyn Naatz 
placed 4th and 3rd in state. 
Maggie Bruns placed 3rd and 
11th in state. 

Soils:(Tim Wolf, Colin Nel-
son, Colton Ivers, Corey Lyman, 

Zach Sisler, Chris Wacek) Placed 
5th. Wildlife:(Zach Sisler, Colin 
Nelson, Chris Wacek.) Placed 
5th. Meats:(Zach Sisler, Chris 

Wacek, Kalyn Naatz.)
A new award that hasn’t been 

awarded in Blooming Prairie in 
a long time is the State Degree. 
Both Kalyn Naatz, and Chris 
Wacek were able to get their 
State Degrees this year. They 
both worked very hard in their 
Supervised Agricultural Experi-
ence (SAE) to obtain their State 
Degrees.

The next awards given out 
are just miscellaneous. The True 
Grit Award or basically the MVP 
of the FFA went to Sally Peter-
son. High Fruit Sales went to 
Kalyn Naatz with $2,120. 

Next the scholarships were 
awarded the Ingvalson/Ford 
($250) and Bud Rinkenberg-
er Memorial ($500) scholar-
ships went to Kalyn Naatz. The 
Blooming Prairie FFA Alumni 
scholarship had two winners, 
Kalyn Naatz and Kate Grunklee 
both for $250.

After all the awards were 
given out, Mr. Rinkenberger 
came up and gave a speech en-

titled “Always be Humble and 
Kind”. In which he used the lyr-
ics to the new country song by 
Tim McGraw to give advice to 
the seniors and everyone else for 
that matter.

The fi nal item of business for 
the evening was the announce-
ment of the 2016-2017 offi cer 
team. President-Sasha Katzung, 
Vice President-Ethan Arett, 
Secretary-Tim Wolf, Treasure-
Colton Ivers, Reporter-Zach 
Sisler, Sentinel-Colin Nelson, 
Historian-Kaiden Finley.

Crossword Solution
Puzzle on Page 3D

Submitted photo

BP FFA New Offi  cer Team for the 2016-2017  From left to right: Sasha Katzung - President, Zach 
Sisler - Reporter, Colton Ivers - Tresure, Colin Nelson - Sentinal, Ethan Arett - Vice President, Tim 
Wolf - Secretary, Kaiden Finley - Historian, and Jeremy Hocking - future Offi  cer At Large

Wearing your passion proudly
By HOWARD

LESTRUD
Staff Writer

A newly designed T-shirt 
has been unveiled by the 
Blooming Prairie Cancer 
Group and is on sale to the 
public.

The shirt is black with 
white, grey and hot pink let-
tering. It reads: Support the 
Fighters -- Admire the Sur-
vivors and Honor the Taken. 
With the cancer ribbon as a 
backdrop, several key words 
are printed: strength, faith, 
hope, resolve, support and 
victory.

Volunteer Mandy Doocy 
said ideas were given to Linda 
Klemmensen of Sportstitch of 
Blooming Prairie. “She put 
everything together and they 
turned out great,” said Doocy.

“We are hoping people see 
the shirts and love them,” 
Doocy said. Funds raised are 
used to help fi ght cancer. The 
shirts will be sold throughout 
auction time which is next 
Sept. 9-10.

Shirts are being sold at $20 
each and are available by con-
tacting Mandy Doocy at 507-
530-5084 or Cheri Krejci at 
507-438-6895.

Shirts are available in youth 
sizes and in adult sizes of 
small, medium, large, extra 
large, 2X and 3X.

Blooming Prairie is a giv-

ing community as proven by 
the $579,000 that has been 
given since 2001 to aid can-
cer victims and their families 
and also to help aid cancer re-
search.

Unfortunately, cancer has 
touched most of us because 
family members or friends 
have been stricken with the 
disease. Fortunately, treat-
ment has been successful for 
many cancer patients and the 
survivor rates continue to 
grow.

Support for Blooming Prai-
rie Cancer Group fundraisers 
has been phenomenal, says 
Cheri Krejci, secretary/trea-
surer of the group. Colette 
Lea is the president, Jennifer 
Milton is the vice president.

Eunice Coughlin started the 
BP Cancer Group at age 80. 

She was driven by a family 
history of cancer and a desire 
to help fi ght the dread disease. 
Eunice was instrumental in 
sponsoring a silent auction 
and bake sale at the Service-
men’s Club in Blooming Prai-
rie. The efforts raised over 
$1700.

Funds were channeled 
through the Eagles Cancer 
Telethon in Rochester. This 
telethon reportedly is the lon-
gest running cancer telethon 
in the United States at 61 
years.

The BP Cancer Group in 
2012 started another fund-
raiser by putting up 250 fl ags 
off Highway 218 across from 
City Hall to honor and re-
member those who have bat-
tled cancer. 

Staff  photo by Howard Lestrud

Ninth graders to be Gemini Johnson, left, and Kassidy 
Borgen model the new Blooming Prairie Cancer Group’s 
T-shirt. The shirt was designed by Linda Klemmensen of 
Sportstitch of Blooming Prairie.
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By AHREN BACKMAN
County Staff Writer

   

After two resignations in the 
last month, the Steele County 
Detention Center is on the search 
for managerial help. During a 
special session of the Steele 
County Board of Commission-
ers on March 30, commissioners 
voted 4-0, with Commissioner 
Nina Huntington absent, to hire 
former Rice County Jail Admin-
istrator Jodi Bushey for manage-
rial assistance during the search 
for a new administrator.

The special session was a 
direct response to former jail 
administrator Ron Hammann’s 
resignation on May 27. This was 
the second managerial resigna-
tion in a short spam for the de-
tention center, which had Assis-

tant County 
Administra-
tor Jenni-
fer Pfeifer 
leave on 
May 20.

T h e 
board also 
passed an 
item to be-

gin the recruitment process for 
a long-term replacement for 
both positions. The process will 
begin with the recruitment for 
a jail administrator, and then 
move to the recruitment of an 
assistant jail administrator.  If 
the assistant job is not filled, but 
the administrator job is, Bush-
ey’s contract may be extended 
past its original stipulations of 
June 6 to September 7. County 
Administrator Laura Elvebak 
said at the special meeting that 

the search will be a “quite large 
external application,” Elvebak 
went on to encourage internal 
applicants to apply.

According to the contract, 
Bushey’s rate of pay will be 
an hourly wage of $50 dollars 
an hour. Commissioner James 
Brady asked Elvebak if this rate 
of pay was, “normal” for a typi-
cal contract employment. Elve-
bak responded that this fee was 
“very reasonable,” considering 
the lack of benefits and other 
factors.

Hammann’s sudden resigna-
tion was accepted at the begin-
ning of the meeting unanimous-
ly. Hammann had been in the 
position for three years, and no 
information could be found at 
press time for Hammann’s  rea-
sons for his stepping aside.

By AHREN BACKMAN
County Staff Writer

   

On a classically sunny June 
6th day, at Central Park in 
Blooming Prairie, The Times 
was granted an interview with 
District 4 County Commis-
sioner candidate Jim Abbe.  The 
51-year-old Abbe is one of three 
candidates that have currently 
filed to challenge incumbents 
on the Steele County Board of 
Commissioners general elec-
tion. Abbe filed on May 31 and 
will contest James “Corky” Eb-
eling for the District 4 spot on 
the election day on November 8. 
Ebeling was the first candidate 
to file on May 17, and his side 
of the race will be featured in 
the June 14 issue of the Steele 
County Times.

“I am running because I have 
been approached by friends, 
family, and constituents in not 
only District 4… they want 
change, and I want to be a part 
of that change,” Abbe said. Abbe 
said the change the people have 
been referring to mostly focuses 
around the financial decisions of 
Steele County leadership. “They 
are telling me the county needs 
to operate within it’s means,” 
Abbe said. He continued by 
saying he is being told that an 
“overwhelming” amount of vot-
ers believe the county is spend-
ing too much money, and many 
salaries are not keeping up with 
the expected duties. Abbe went 
on to mention that this kind of 
spending may put more financial 
stress on the constituents that 
are living on fixed housing.  

Abbe’s day job is in manag-
ing rental estate, and has lived 
in Steele County his entire life. 
“I was born on a hobby farm in 
rural south east Steele….. Then 
we moved to District 4 in 1985.” 
Abbe has been married to his 

wife, Lori, for 30 years and has 
two daughters.

Although managing real es-
tate is a much different animal 
then managing a county, Abbe 
said he believes this experience 
could be valuable in a poten-
tial commissioner spot. Abbe 
harkened to his extensive back-
ground working with budgets. 
Working with several different 
housing boards is another part of 
Abbe’s job he thinks may cross 
over. “The concept of working 
together… when you are work-
ing on a board you will not al-
ways agree… bringing a differ-
ent perspective.”

The new Economic Develop-
ment Authority program was 
another issue that Abbe said has 
been brought to him by constit-
uents. Abbe said he is for eco-
nomic development as long as it 
is financially feasible. 

“The initial budget they laid 
out was allocating $10,000… 

this, like many programs, they 
may start with a low cost but 
balloon into something more.”

Outside of district 4, two oth-
er races for commissioner spots 
are set. In District 3, Rick Gne-
mi will challenge incumbent 
Mark Schultz, and in District 5, 
incumbent Nina Huntington will 
be facing off against challenger 
Greg Krueger.

Three other Owatonna resi-
dents have filed for office. All 
will be candidates for the Soil 
and Water Supervisor. David 
Meldy of Owatonna filed on 
May 24 in District 2.  Ellendale 
resident Dan Hanson is the only 
non-Owatonna resident filed so 
far and he will be looking to take 
the office in District 4 after fil-
ing on May 18. As for District 
5, Owatonna resident James 
Klecker filed on May 19. Steele 
County’s filing period began on 
Tuesday May 17 and ended on 
Tuesday, May 31. 

Steele looks to Rice for help 
after Hammann’s resignation

District 4 challenger Abbe focuses 
financial feasibility in commissioner race

Hammann

Staff photo by Ahren Backman

District 4 Steele County Commissioner hopeful, Jim Abbe, on a 
park bench in Central Park of Blooming Prairie. 
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Blooming Prairie

Medford

Mower County Albert Lea/Freeborn Co

Ellendale/Geneva

June 7:
10:30 am BPBL Storytime
June 8:
10:30 am BPBL Storytime
4:30 p.m. Economic Develop Authority 
Mtg, Blooming Prairie
June 9:
4:30 p.m. Police Commission Meeting, 
Blooming Prairie
June 14:
Blooming Prairie Card Club & Luncheon
10:30 am BPBL Storytime
June 15:
10:30 am BPBL Storytime

June 7:
10:30 a.m. Storytime, Albert Lea Public 
Library, City Center, Albert Lea
2 p.m. LEGO Time, Albert Lea Public 
Library, Children’s Events, Albert Lea
5:30 p.m. Albert Lea Planning Commission, 
City Hall, Albert Lea
6 p.m. Rock Gym, Community Ed, 211 W 
Richway Dr, Albert Lea
June 8:
10:30 a.m. Art Zone, Albert Lea Public 
Library, Children’s Events, Albert Lea
June 9:
10 a.m. Fountain Lake Readers Book Club, 
Albert Lea Public Library, Albert Lea
10:30 a.m. ALPL Storytime, Albert Lea 
Public Library, Albert Lea
10:30 a.m. Music & Movement, Albert Lea 
Public Library, Albert Lea
2 p.m. Magic with Jim Jayes, Albert Lea 
Public Library, Albert Lea
3 p.m. Magic with Jim Jayes, Albert Lea 
Public Library, Albert Lea
5:30 p.m. Albert Lea Council Workshop, 
City Council Chambers, Albert Lea
6 p.m. Night-time Storytime, Albert Lea 
Public Library, Albert Lea
June 10:
6 p.m. Rock Climbing Open Gym, 
Comm Ed, 211 W Richway Dr, Albert Lea
June 11: 
Library Closed, Albert Lea Public Library, 
Albert Lea
8 a.m. ACT Test, Albert Lea High School, 
Albert Lea
6 p.m. Rock Climbing Open Gym, 
Comm Ed, 211 W Richway Dr, Albert Lea
June 13:
10:30 a.m. ALPL Storytime, Albert Lea 
Public Library, Albert Lea
12 p.m. Teen Book Club, Albert Lea 
Public Library, Albert Lea

June 7:
10 a.m. Austin ArtWorks Gallery – Cedar 

River 
Watershed in Art, Austin ArtWorks Center, 

300 Main St N, Austin
10 a.m. Electrifying Minnesota: A Traveling 

Exhibit from the Minnesota History Center and 
the Bakken 

Museum, Mower County Historical Society, 
Austin

12 p.m. Tuesdays with Toastmasters, Hormel 
Foods 

Corporate Office, Austin
3:30 p.m. Mower County, Southland ISD: 

Open Gym, M/HS Gym
June 8:
Lyle City Council Meeting, City of Lyle
10 a.m. Austin ArtWorks Gallery – Cedar 

River 
Watershed in Art, Austin ArtWorks Center, 

300 Main St N, Austin
10 a.m. Electrifying Minnesota: A Traveling 

Exhibit from the Minnesota History Center and 
the Bakken 

Museum, Mower County Historical Society, 
Austin

11:30 a.m. SEMCAC Meal, Heritage House, 
City of 

Lyle
7 p.m. Nat’l Alliance on Mental Illness Peer 

Support 
Group, First Congregational Church, Austin
June 9:
10 a.m. Austin ArtWorks Gallery – Cedar 

River 
Watershed in Art, Austin ArtWorks Center, 

300 Main St N, Austin

June 8:
4 p.m. Medford Veterans Committee 
Meeting, Medford
June 9:
2 p.m. The Arthritis Foundation: Medford 
Senior Exercise Class, Whistle Stop Diner, 
Medford
June 13:
2 p.m. The Arthritis Foundation: Medford 
Senior Exercise Class, Whistle Stop Diner,  
Medford
June 15:
7 p.m. Ft Robert Carlin Knights of 
Columbus Council, Medford

June 7:
Hope Curbside Recycling S of 42nd Ave
7 p.m. Hope City Council Mtg, Hope City 
Hall, Council Chambers, Hope
7 p.m. NRHEG Karate, ES Gym North 
Ellendale
June 9:
5:30 p.m. NRHEG Yoga, DAPE Rm 
7 p.m. NRHEG Yoga, DAPE Rm
7 p.m. NRHEG Zumba, DAPE Rm
June 11:
7-8 p.m. Saturday Ellendale Entertainment: 

   Darlene Schmidt. Outside on 2nd Street in 
Ellendale. In the event of bad weather the 
show will be held in the Ellendale 
Community Building.
June 13:
6:20 p.m. NRHEG Yoga, Media Center, 
Ellendale
June 14:
7 p.m. NRHEG Karate, ES Gym North 
Ellendale
June 15:
Hope Curbside Recycling N of 42nd Ave

800-248-3855
www.minimizer.com

Blooming Prairie

7123 SW 82nd Ave, 
Owatonna, MN 

We are here to help you 
with Repair and Service 

on Auto, Truck and Tractor

  
Servicemen’s Club

210 Fourth St. N.E.  •  Blooming Prairie  •  507-583-7884

• Happy Hour 3 p.m.- 6 p.m. Monday-Saturday
• Taco Tuesdays every Tuesday at 11am - 2 pm.

“BURGER NIGHT” SPECIAL:
#1 CHICKEN KIEV DINNER

NO LIBERTY SIDE  
DUE TO EVENT 

LUNCH SPECIAL
(6/9 & 6/10):  

COUNTRY FRIED STEAK
& POTATO

J&H LIQUORS
340 E. Main St. Blooming Prairie • 507-583-7557

u  u  u  mark your calendars  u  u  u

Bar Bingo: Monda y  @ 6:30 p.M.  
summer: mAY 2, 9, 16, 23 • Ju Ne 6, 20 
Ju LY  11, 25 • Au G 8, 22  se PT 12, 9, 26

wine + women: Wed @ 6-10 p .M. 
meat raffles: Frid AY @ 5:30 P.m. 
Bean Bag league: Ju Ne 2 - Ju L 28 

street dance: Ju LY 2nd  8pM-mid NiGh T 
“The B Lue r iNGers” $5 Cover/21 and o ver 

July 4th: OPeN 10 Am TO c LOse
u  u  u  cruise for a cause  u  u  u 

cruise for cancer ride: Ju Ne 25 Th 
r eGis Tr ATiON: 9-10:15 AT J&h  

LeAves: 10:30 sh Ar P •  Fee : $15 per rider  

iNc L: meAL:5-6:30 Pm - J&h  - Taco Bar 
public Welcome 

B.o.B ride “Toys for Tots” Ju LY 23rd  
r eG: 9-10:15 Am AT J&h  

LeAves: 10:30 sh Ar P! •  Fee : $10 per rider  

meAL: 5 P.m. AT J & h  LiQu Or  ride details availaBle at the Bar

Events This
Week

C   C   C   C   C   C   C

Wednesday, June 8
NOON

Historic Preservation 
meeting  at the Bakery.

All who have older buildings in the 
community should come and learn about 
Tax Credits Available to you and what the 

Historic Preservation can do for you!

THURSDAY, June 9
Hennefield Law Office

5 - 7 p.m.
Business After Hours

A celebration of Frank having attorney 
Jason Lacovino joining him in the practice 
and a way to say goodbye to Kim Trotman!

Owatonna

June 7:
9:30 a.m. OPL It’s TALE TIME!
5 p.m. Owatonna Human Rights 
Commission, 2nd Flr Conference Rm , 
City Hall, Owatonna
7 p.m. Owatonna City Council, Council 
Chambers, City Hall, Owatonna
June 9:
5:30 p.m. Owatonna Airport Commission, 
Airport Lounge, Owatonna
6:30 p.m. OPL Family Story Time, 
Owatonna
June 13:
4:30 p.m. Owatonna Park & Rec Board, 
Council Chambers,m Brooktree Golf 
Course or City Park, Owatonna
June 14:
Steele County Commission
9:30 a.m. OPL  It’s TALE TIME!
7 p.m. Steele County Board Meeting, 
Admin Center, Board Room, Owatonna
7 p.m. Veterans Open Roundtable, Good 
Shephard Lutheran Church, Owatonna, 
2nd Tues Sept – June, Owatonna
June 15:
4 p.m. Owatonna EDA, Council Chambers, 
City Hall, Owatonna
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You Tube goes by the name 
PewDiePie and had over 12.1 
billion channel views.

• Out of Facebook, Twit-
ter, Pinterest, Google Plus, and 
Linkedln, 56 percent of the users 
are women and 44 percent of the 
users are men.

• As of May 2016, SnapChat 
had 130 million users who post-
ed and shared daily.

As you see, some people are 
addicts for anything social on 
their phones. If you are a par-
ent, please take control and 

research the social media app 
your kid wants. Vine for ex-
ample has very inappropriate 
videos, words, and people that 
kids don’t need influence from. 
Snapchat can also be dangerous. 
People can put posts up about 
anything. Suicide, rumors, and 
bullying can happen over social 
media. Participants were asked 
if the posts they saw were more 
positive or negative. 73 percent 
said positive, while 27 percent 
said negative. Social media can 
make friends, or enemies.

MEDIA
Story from page 6C

given out to players that won or 
had good luck with probability. 
Some of the games that were 
displayed included the bean bag 
throw, cup pong, spin the wheel, 
duck pond, and darts. The room 
was full of excitement and fun 
on those days. The sixth grad-
ers had fun creating their games 
and had a great time helping the 
younger students learn about 
probability! 

Isabelle Huizel’s game, “Find 
the Penny” was a great success! 
In this game students had to 
try and find the penny from the 
sandbox. The chance of winning 
in Huizel’s game was twenty-
five percent. Hannah Schull’s 
game, “Plinko” was a big hit! In 

Plinko, students had to send the 
ball through the correct shoot. 
The chance of winning Schull’s 
game was thirty-three percent. 
Jordan Klecker’s game, “Foot-
ball Swish” was fun and popu-
lar too! Students tried to throw 
the football through the winning 
hoop. The probability of Kleck-
er’s game was 50% chance of 
winning. 

Overall the carnival was a 
great success and the students 
and teachers enjoyed it. The 
room was full of excitement, 
fun, and prizes on the carnival 
days. The sixth graders showed 
creativity with hands on learn-
ing while teaching younger stu-
dents about probability! 

CARNIVAL
Story from page 6C

you register after, it’s $35 dol-
lars. You will also be getting a 
T-shirt as well. The race starts at 
the fire hall in Medford and you 
run in the streets and through 
neighborhoods.

One of the newer members, 
Mark Ristau, said “It would be 
nice to have over 100 people 
come and run.” He might also 
be running. “Last year we had 
around 75 people because of the 
bad weather that morning. We 
hope for a better turn out this 
year,” Mark

Ristau stated. The money will 
go towards the community, or-
ganizations, scholarships and 
they are saving up for a new fire 
hall. The Medford High School 
Student Council members have 

helped out during the 5k because 
the Fire Department has helped

Medford School by donating 
over $40,000 dollars in the past 
ten years.

In the past three years of run-
ning the 5k they have handed 
out medals to winners in an age 
group for 1st and 2nd place, for 
all ages for men and women, as 
well as for kids.

You can enjoy refreshments 
when you are finished. It has 
been a tradition to get the big fire 
hose out after the run and make 
it a huge sprinkler to cool off! 
Participating in the

Fire 5 is an awesome way to 
stay in shape, support the fire-
fighters and have fun! I hope to 
see you there!

and frisbee. These two are prob-
ably equal because softballs are 
light to throw and are kind of 
easy and then the same thing 
with frisbees but when they’re 
caught up in the wind they can’t 
go very far. 

The next part of track a field 
is the jumping part. There is 

high jump, running jump and 
standing jump. The high jump is 
where you are running and then 
you have to jump over a pole 
that is at a certain height. That 
takes some practice to do. There 
is the standing which you stand 
at the end of cement and you 
jump as far as you can into the 
sand. It’s pretty much the same 
as running.

TRACK
Story from page 6C

Alice’s Adventures In Won-
derland, and the upcoming sum-
mer musical Grease. 

The 2016/2017 season of 
plays includes: 

How I Became A Pirate, Pre-
lude To A Kiss,

Musical Little Mermaid and 
Prince, Much

Ado About Nothing, and Fun-
ny Girl. There are lots of oppor-
tunities to get into any of these 
plays. It is a great experience 
even if you are in the crew.

LTO has been gifted with 
many experienced actors, some 
of which return to the theater 
year after year to participate in 
the productions. Some of these 
actors move into the position of 

director for certain shows. Some 
of these Actor/Directors include 
Jeffrey Jackson, Jon Terrill and 
Sandy HardeeHagen.

The entire theatre experience 
at LTO is professional from 
the costumes to the makeup to 
the stage crew and the produc-
tion itself. First time actors will 
quickly learn the ins and outs 
of theater. LTO has recently an-
nounced the 2016

Veta Alexander Little Theatre 
of Owatonna Scholarship win-
ners as Thomas Borgerding, 
Nicole Edon, Jaylin Evert, and 
Cassandra Hager. The Little the-
atre of Owatonna is located on 
the historic West Hills campus at 
560A Dunnell Drive.

their hard work in front of their 
parents and so many people 
and hopefully you. Some of the 
fourth grade students think it 
was hard and too much work but 
it was easy for some people like 
my friend Annette.

Grammar is a big part of the 
project. We had to find the tour-
ism, geography, and history of 
our favorite state and write it in 
cursive. Soon fourth grade will 
be videotaped when we read are 
paragraph’s in cursive. It will be 
very exciting to finish the boards 
and sad because making them 
was a lot of fun. Every here and 
there you will see the bordering 

states that are next to our favor-
ite state.

There are fifty states and you 
can choose your favorite one out 
of all of them.

We are very proud of are state 
boards and had a lot of fun. I 
hope next year’s kids will have 
to work as hard and have as 
much fun as we did.

This was the biggest project 
any fourth grade kid has ever 
done in school. This was “my” 
favorite project. It is so close 
to the end of the year in fourth 
grade and this is our last project. 
I hope I see you there.

Brazil. He was the top scorer in 
his team, Santos, until he left 
and now plays in Barcelona. 
Cristiano Ronaldo was born on 
February

5, 1985, in Funchal, Madeira 
Portugal Manchester paid $12 
million to play in 2003 in 2004 
Real

Madrid paid $131,000 million 
for his services. Lionel Messi 
born June 24, 1987 plays for his 
home team Argentina and for la 
liga he plays for Barcelona with 
Neymar he is the captain for

Argentina “ he is a good play-
er” says Serafin( my dad).

How the game is played is 
very simple you use a soccer 
ball size five. There is two teams 
eleven players each compete to 
get the ball and score in the other 

team’s goal. (between the posts 
under the bar) and score a goal. 
There is 90 minutes in total 45 is 
halftime and if they are tied they 
get extra time. If they are still 
tied they go to penalties they get 
five shots at the end whoever 
scored the most wins! Corner 
kicks are when the goalie or the 
opponent kicks or saves and gets 
it out. First you have to have it 
on the half circle on the end of 
the field. Then you wait for the 
whistle and you kick it to the 
penalty box.

The three players started 
from kids to teenagers to adults 
and they are famous for their 
hardwork and teamwork! Here 
are the results Cristiano Ron-
aldo with five hundred twenty 
one!Lionel Messi with five hun-
dred two! Neymar Da Silva Jr., 
With two hundred!

otherwise there wouldn’t be 
enough room and the animals 
might feel crowded!

Each and every animal there 
is adorable and totally worth 
seeing! In past years the high 

school students have brought in 
cute fluffy kittens, cuddly bun-
nies, lively piglets, shy lambs, 
feisty goats, and lots of other 
things in between! Plus, baby 
animal day is just a fun way to 
get to see all sorts of these ani-
mals if you never get to see these 
animals!

Staff photos by Howard Lestrud

Steele County Times staff member Joe Tischler presents a second 
place Journalism Excellence award to Peyton Ristau of the 
Medford Elementary School.

Being founded by Don Lamberti 
in 1968, it has grown in popular-
ity and revenue, since its popu-
larity has increased, more peo-
ple have been coming to Casey’s 
General Store.” I think it was a 
very convenient option for Med-
ford”, says fourth grade teacher 
at Medford Elementary

School, Becky Peterson. Be-
fore the Casey’s was opened, 
there was another store, named 
CJ’s took the place as the gen-
eral store of Medford. Being 
greatly similar to Casey’s Gen-

eral Store,
CJ’s was shut down shortly 

before the construction started. 
Although, without the shutdown 
of

CJ’s, there probably wouldn’t 
have been a Casey’s.

The general store is found by 
the opening into the highway. It 
was a glorious spot to choose 
because there was so much open 
land and space, just big enough 
to fit a general store.

Although, there are people 
that dwell next door to the 
Casey’s who probably would 
have gotten annoyed by watch-
ing people go in and out of the 

store. So, to cease that problem, 
a privacy wall was constructed 
just for privacy.

So, to sum up the article, it 
was a glorious plan and idea for 
the town to have a Casey’s. It’s 
just a simple place for shopping 
for goods like salted chips, soft-
serve ice cream, and a immense 
slushie.

It also a superb store and ad-
dition to Medford to which I 
would think you would agree 
with.

SHOWCASE
Story from page 6C

ALICE
Story from page 6C

ANIMALS
Story from page 6C

SOCCER
Story from page 6C

FIRE
Story from page 6C

CASEY’S
Story from page 6C

Staff photos by Howard Lestrud

Two Medford Elementary School students, Payton Ristau and 
Brody Goodnature, participated in an awards presentation June 
1 for journalism excellence. The contest was sponsored by the 
Steele County Times.

JOURNALIST
Continued from Page 1C

Bagel Dip

RECIPE CORNER

•16 oz real mayo  • 1tsp. seasoned salt
• 16 oz sour cream  • 2 pkg. corned beef, chopped
• 1 med. onion, chopped • 1 to 2 pkg. bagels
• 3 tsp. dill weed

Mix all together and refrigerate overnight. Cut up bagels into bite-
sized pieces and serve with dip.

Sponsored by:

Krejci Ford 
14th Presidents Award Winner
 Blooming Prairie • 583-2046

By Jennifer Wayne

CountyLiving
By AREHN BACKMAN

County Staff Writer
   
With one performance left in 

her career teaching dance, Jen-
nifer Elseth said her day had al-
ready been has been an exhaust-
ing roller coaster of emotions. 
“It has been a fantastic day… it 
has been an overwhelming day, 
but moments I will treasure just 
watching the hard work these 
girls put into this program for 
the last 10 years.” Elseth started 
with the dance program, “Just 
For Kicks” thirteen years ago. 
Originally, Elseth was the head 
instructor with the Alberta Lea 
“Just For Kicks” program, and 
when she got the chance to start 
a program in Owatonna she 
“jumped at the chance”.

To be a parent or reporter 

watching the giant dance pro-
gram Elseth built, it is easy to 
forget the amount of work it took 
to get there. In her first year, Els-
eth said she had 40 participants, 
and now that number has grown 
to 325 dancers. The dancers are 
from across Steele County in-
cluding: Medford and Waseca. 
“The Owatonna community has 
been overwhelming with their 
support and encouragement; my 
staff is fantastic and the danc-
ers are such hard workers, and it 
shows,” Elseth said.

This hard work was easy to 
see during the Owatonna Spring 
Show 2016. The show was per-
formed on March 22nd from 4:30 
to 8 p.m. at Four Seasons Arena. 
The show included group danc-
es of all grade levels. One dance 
that garnered acclaim from the 

audience was the doubles dance, 
which happened near the end 
of the performance. The danc-
ers were dressed in black garb, 
and their partners, mostly their 
fathers, were clothed in America 
T-Shirts and khaki shorts. The 
dance started in line formation, 
and moved eventually into two 
rings. The inner ring formed by 
the female dancers, and the oth-
er formed by their fathers.

Just when the crowd of nearly 
1,300 people thought they had 
seen it all, the lights went out 
in the arena. It was time for the 
seniors lights dance. The lights 
dance was one of the last shows 
of the night and involved the 
12th grade dancers preforming a 
dance using only the motion of 
LED light sticks. After the show 
ended, Elseth was immediately 

surrounded by dancers and their 
families, thanking her for her 
years of service. The lingering 
crowd was so great that an an-
nouncement for spectators to 
move outside the arena had to be 
made over the intercom so the 
second show of the night could 
be set up.

Elseth’s handpicked succes-
sor for the Owatonna “Just for 
Kicks” program will be Victoria 
Johnson of Austin. “Jennifer has 
done an awesome job with the 
program, so I hope to continue 
her success and add in some 
variety,” Johnson said. Johnson 
brings a lifetime of dance expe-
rience to Owatonna dance. She 
started dancing in high school 
where she danced for the Aus-
tin Packers dance team. Then 
Johnson began instructing dance 

in college at St. Cloud State 
University. In total, Johnson 
has been dancing for “Just for 
Kicks” for 12 years and working 
with them for 22 years.

Elseth displayed nothing but 
confidence in Johnson and her 
ability to improve the Owatonna 
dance community. “So excited 
for Victoria Johnson to come in, 
she has amazing experience…. I 
wanted someone to take the pro-
gram, and run with it, and Vic-
toria is that person.” Speaking 
of Johnson, she did give a pre-
view of what the dance program 
may look like in 2017. Johnson 
said she would add more variety 
to the dance program already 
flush with variety. In addition to 
kick, hip-hop, lyrical and lights.  
Johnson said preschool through 
12th grade girls will now be able 

to take different technique class-
es. “Starting with adding more 
jazz and ballet classes,” Johnson 
said.

Watching the joy in Elseth’s 
eyes, directing young dancers 
through their routine the only 
question that remains is why 
she is leaving, and the answer is 
advancement at Elseth’s second 
passion. During her entire time 
with the program, Elseth also 
worked full-time at Community 
Bank Owatonna, and now she 
has accepted a top management 
position. Elseth’s full job title 
will be Assistant  Vice Preident 
of Operations, and she will also 
handle most of the loan opera-
tions department.  “I am staying 
locally…. I will be checking up 
on the girls,” Elseth said.

Icon of Owatonna dance stepping aside after a decade



M ore than 220 persons 
fit tightly into a ban-
quet room featuring 

24 colorful and themed tables. 
Mary Greene, chairwoman of 

the fundraising event, said the 
special event netted over $7,000. 
“It was a wonderful day and a 
volunteer job I love,” Greene said. 

She has chaired the event since 
its inception six years ago and is 
stepping down from the chair this 
year.

Greene told those in atten-
dance that the Hospital Auxiliary 
has helped distribute $365,000 
in scholarships to Steele County 
residents since 1960.

Sean Grubish, kitchen worker 
at the Owatonna Country Club, 
thanked the Auxiliary for a schol-
arship he received to advance his 
studies in pharmacy at Creighton 
University.

Breene’s planning committee 
includes Deb Albrecht, Lois Cob-
ben, Ronda Christenson, Dave 
Kenow, Gloria Kenow, Bernice 
Jensen, Betty Quiring, Shirley 
Schultz and Judy Weinke.

All tables but one are designed 
and hosted by women. Saluting 
local industry spotlight, was ar-
ranged by the guys, Roger Soren-
son of Blooming Prairie the lead 
organizer for the men’s table.

The men’s table was sponsored 
by Minimizer of Blooming Prairie. 
It is a family-owned company 

spanning three generations. It 
manufactures trucks and indus-
trial products in the U.S., more 
specifically in Blooming Prairie. 
Minimizer markets their products 
in the U.S., Canada and Mexico. 
Nearly all of their employees are 
residents of Steele County. Their 
products are “tested” and “tor-
tured.”

Craig Kruckeberg, chief vision-
ary for Minimizer, joined 12 other 
men at the guys table. “It’s a 
very impressive fundraiser,” said 
Kruckeberg.

Two of the other tables also had 
Blooming Prairie connections. Le-
anne Hansen, owner of A Touch 
of Charm of Blooming Prairie, was 
hostess for “April showers bring 
May flowers.” All the beauty of 

spring fills this tablescape. “Enjoy 
Leanne’s flower garden without 
getting your hands dirty.” 

Joanne Sorenson sponsored a 
table each year of the fundrais-
ing event. Her table was entitled: 
“Bethlehem: a little town, circa 
00AD. The table description 
reads: Even though it’s May, the 
nativity is always meaningful. The 
white porcelain figurines were 
sold by Avon, Inc. in the 1980s. 
The place settings are Pfaltzcraft 
Winterberry. Take a deep breath, 
relax, have a chair and feel peace 
and goodwill to all. Shalom, Sa-
laam.”

HOMETOWNEXTRA
Owatonna
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Story and photos by
 Howard Lestrud 

Table 1: Come dine with us, hostesses 
Mary McDermott and Gloria Kenow. Join 
us as we gather around the table to dine 
on collected sets of dishes and walk 
down memory lanes of mothers.

Table 2: Say Cheese, hostess Julie 
Kriesel. When my mother-in-law moved 
to assisted living, we discovered cameras 
from multiple generations. Notice the 
variation in shape and size of cameras 
and the quality of the photographs. Enjoy 
reminiscing.

Table 3: On placemats of different col-
ors, hostess Evelyn Hershberger. White 
tableware on place mats of different 
colors and a daisy centerpiece.

Table 4: Blue Willow, hostesses Cyn-
thia Broich and Karen Miller. A woodsy 
table setting with mother’s Blue Willow 
and fresh spring flowers will spur conver-
sation of childhood memories and spring 
fun.

Table 5: A Colorful World, hostess Ruth 
Anderson. In my world, there are pots of 
paint, buckets of brushes and canvases 
waiting to be created. It may be a mess 
but it’s my mess and a colorful one.

Table 6: Saying Hello from Heaven, 
hostesses Jan Bowar and Nancy Janke. 
Decorated with cardinals and bird hous-
es.

Table 7: Come sail away with me in 
May, hostess Cory Peters. Inspired by lyr-
ics from the Styx song. A nautical theme 
of lighthouses, anchors, life rings and 
sailboats,. featured as the centerpiece. 
Dinnerware, silverware and glasses were 
used on my sailboard, while sailing Lake 
Pepin.

Table 8: Feng Shui Lunch, hostess 
Penny George Institute for Health and 
Healing. “When we honor the space we’re 
in, we honor ourselves.”

Table 9: Grandma’s china, hostesses 
Mary Mueske and Ronda Christensen. 
Enjoy Grandma’s elegant china.

Table 10: Wanted: a cure for Alzheim-
er’s disease, hostess Alzheimer’s Asso-
ciation. Alzheimer’s is the nation’s most 
notorious outlaw.

Table 11: Namaste, hostesses Cathy 
LaCount, Darlene Pizel and Jeanne Ro-
slansky. The light in me honors the light 
in you.

Table 12: The Yellow Rose, hostess 
Bernice Jensen. The yellow rose stands 
for friendship, joy and good health which 
is very appropriate for this occasion.

Table 13: April showers bring May 
flowers, hostess Leanne Hanson. All 
the beauty of spring fills this tablescape. 
Enjoy Leanne’s flower garden without 
getting your hands dirty.

Table 14: Spring Safari, hostesses 
Betty and Crystal Quiring. Come take a 
safari through exotic Africa with us.

Table 15: Back to the ‘60s, Mary 
Greene, Let’s have a blast from the past 
where we hang loose and have a good 
time.

Table 16: Bunnies, eggs and a rabbit, 
hostesses LaVonne Amberg, Pat Fossen, 
Carolyn Von Ruden, Colleen Oldenfendt, 
Phyllis Hegle, Janet Hagen, Pat Peglow, 
Mary Erickson and Marcia Sullivan. Gift 
Shoppe daychairs prepared your 2017 
Easter decorations.

Table 17: Family fourth of July celebra-
tion, hostess Paula Steinbronn. Fourth of 
July celebration goes back to 1935.

Table 18: Weakendersbicycling since 
1983, hostess Sue Simons. On the road 
to who knows where; we are bikers ev-
erywhere; yet we ride where we wanna.

Table 20: Angels among us, hostess 
Janet J. Hagen, Hardanger is one of 
Janet’s main hobbies.

Table 21: Love is in the air, hostess 
Mary Jacobsen. It is a season for wed-
dings.

Table 22: Owatonna Hospital Auxiliary, 
1957+ Hostess Shirley Schultz. Cel-
ebrating 59 years of friendship and good 
works.

Table 23: Amish garden, hostesses 
Lois Cobban, Kim Ramsey, Mary Fet-
ter, JoAnn Kent, Joan Rodde and Janine 
Symandski.

Preparing students for SUCCESS
Festival of Tables 

More scholarship monies will be 
available to nursing students and others 
entering the medical field thanks to a 
successful Owatonna Hospital Auxiliary 
fundraiser, “Festival of Tables” held 
on Tuesday, May 24 at the Owatonna 
Country Club.

 DECKED OUT IN THEIR 
TESTED AND TORTURED 

Minimizer racing shirts are Festival 
of Table volunteers Warren Simons, 
left and Dave Kenow.

MINIMIZER CHIEF 
VISIONARY 

Craig Kruckeberg, far right, 
tells Roger Sorenson about 

the new products being 
manufactured at the BP 

Minimizer plant.

WANTED: A CURE FOR 
ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE
the theme of this table hosted by the Alzheimer’s 
Association. Shown from left to right with John Wayne are: 
Debbie Eddy, Deb Gillard, Melissa Block and Kim Hanson.

CHAIRWOMAN OF THE ANNUAL 
FESTIVAL OF TABLES 

Mary Greene, held at the Owatonna Country Club, is 
shown in front of her Back to the ‘60s table.

Decorated sponsorship tables shows of interest

“ As volunteers, we are proud 
to give a warm, friendly wel-
come to patients, visitors and 
staff. We are dependable 

team players, giving positive support, 
understanding, respect and empathy as 
we share our talents and serve the com-
munity. 

In addition to the always entertaining 
event, the Festival of Tables fundraiser 
has been an integral part of how monies 
are raised to support Owatonna Hospital 
projects that impact patient care.”



2D • Tuesday, June 7, 2016 • Steele County Times



Steele County Times • Tuesday, June 7, 2016 •  3D

June 7:  
Chili Con Carne, Crackers, 
Corn Muffin, Apricot with 
Cottage Cheese, Applie Pie

June 8:  
Hawaiian Chicken, Parsley 
Buttered Potatoes, 
Asparagus, Snickerdoodle 
Brownie

June 9:  
Salisburgy Steak, Confetti 
Rice, Broccoli, P/A Slice 
& Peach, Pudding with 
Whipped Topping

June 10:  
Goulash, Green Beans, 
Mixed Greens Salad, Dinner 
Roll, Fresh Fruit

June 13:  
Meatloaf, ALT: Liver & 
Onions, Boiled Potato, 
Carrots, Fruit Cup

June 14:  
Pork Steak, Dressing, 
Oriental Blend Veg, 
Romaine Lettuce Salad, 
Brownie

June 15:  
Chicken ala King over 
Biscuit, Peas, Coleslaw, 
Fresh Fruit

SEMCAC senior menu

Community

Birthdays and 
Anniversaries

Obituaries 

Deli Sandwiches Daily Specials
ALL COME WITH A COOKIE & CHIPS

Best kept secret!

The Bakery
Main Street • Blooming Prairie • 583-4433

Tuesday - Ham
Wednesday - Turkey

Thursday - Your Choice
Friday - Beef

Sponsored by: 

Birthdays
June 7

Loretta Ingvalson, 
Leigh Yentsch

Veronica Brown, Brad Weringa
Monica Lea, Kevin Tocko

Doris Lea
June 8

Jim Srsen
June 9

Clarence Boyd, 
Cheryl Coughlin

Bob Nahlovsky, Kari Ann Lueth
Cheryl Hernandez

Julie Peterson, Becky Braaten
June Bussler

June 10
Billy Lindquist, 
Larry Gravenish

Christian Gardner, 
Thomas Rogers

David Trihus, Morgan Snider
June 12

Cindi Leonard, Addison Doocy
Suzie Pechacek, Jacob Vogt
Robert Salinas, Dinna Mae 

Strand
Tiffany Thompson, 

Marion Amundson, Ella Dahl
June 13

Shelley Prihoda, Julie Strand
Tim Andrews, Jordan Paulson

June 14
Buddy Thompson, Katie 

Ingvalson
Aden Doocy, Connie Haberman

June 15
Hailey Hensrud, Karen 

Kruckeberg
Tommy Meyer

Anniversaries
June 7

David and Lori Miller
Dave and Diana Verley

Jesse and Lavon Hernandez
June 8

Bryan & Cheryl Hernandez
Cletus and Sharon Glynn

June 9
John Dean and Jackie Olson
Heidi and Brett Zimmerman

Marty and Robin Shaw. 
Cliff and June Bussler

June 11
John and Mary Worke

Joel and Dawn Inghvalson
June 12

Paul and Laura Iversen
June 13

Maylon and Marilyn Heinz
Brandon and Stephanie 

Emanuel
June 14

Nolan and Linda Christianson
June 15

Mary Ann and Ernie Betlach
Frank and Norma Henefield
Bob and Diane Hanenberger

Joe and Lisa Kubista

CLUES ACROSS
  1. A roll of insulation
  5. Brazilian dance
10. Something that is owed
14. Middle Eastern chieftain
15. South African village
16. 6th Jewish month
17. Sandwich shop
18. “Air Music” composer
19. Extinct flightless bir
20. Exabyte
21. 1/1000 of an inch
22. 4th US state
23. Boater
27. Quarterback throws
30. Dentist’s group
31. Honorable title (Turkish)
32. Ursidae family
35. Removes an apple’s center
38. To have supper
42. Back breaking work
43. Public promotion of a product 
44. Point midway between N 
and E
45. Dull in appearance
46. Change by reversal
47. Attack on all sides
49. Scientific orkplaces
50. Prickly seed covering
52. Frozen water
54. Move back and away from
56. Fipple flut
60. Bladed tool
61. Actress Farrow
62. 2001 Spielberg fil
63. An explosive device

66. Explosive sounds
68. Duffels
70. Dwarf buffalo
71. Seraph
72. Scottish hillside
73. Czar (alt.)
74. Iraq seaport
75. Metal food containers

CLUES DOWN
  1. Cover with condensation
  2. Rhizopodan (alt. sp.)
  3. ‘__ death do us part
  4. Denotes three
  5. Swedish krona
  6. A pleasant odor
  7. One who navigates a ship
  8. Yellow edible Indian fruit

  9. River in Upper Austria
10. Father
11. Ancient Tokyo
12. Scout merit emblem
13. Region near Troy
24. Common piercing location
25. Rural delivery
26. Suggesting the horror of death
27. One afflicted with paresi
28. Silver
29. A maker of saddles
32. British thermal unit
33. Longest division of geological 
time
34. Assistance to others
36. A lyric poem
37. Midway between NE and E
39. One of the Gershwins
40. Grab
41. One point S of due E
48. Elastic coils of wire
51. Newark Del. school
53. Atomic #27
54. Capital of Morocco
55. Interspersed with introns
57. Showing keen interest
58. MN 55121
59. Ascends
61. Supernatural force
64. Extinct bird of New Zealand
65. A measure of music
66. Founder of Babism
67. Patti Hearst’s captors
68. London radio station
69. Macaws

237 Hwy Ave. S.   Locally Owned & Operated  507-583-6671

Prices Good
6/1-6/7

Check out OUR DOLLAR Selection! 

12 Pack

$8.99

$3.49

99¢Sierra Mist 
Twist

20 Pk

Kingsford
Charcoal

Sierra Mist 
Twist

Pepsi

2/$11

2 Liters

15.4 Lbs.

$3.99

Whole Texas 
Watermelons

Lb.

$7.99
with 40 Savers Points

Weekly Crossword Puzzle - Answers on  page 3C 

Jim died 
Thursday, June 
2, 2016 at his 
home.

  James A. 
Jensen was 
born on Nov. 7, 
1932 in Albert 
Lea, the son 
of Wallace and 

Emyline Jensen. Jim grew up 
in Clarks Grove and Ellendale, 
attending grade school in 
Ellendale and graduating from 
Albert Lea High School.  After 
graduation, Jim enlisted in the 
U.S. Army.   Once he returned 
from the service, he farmed 
with his family until his 70s.  

Jim also worked as a driver 
for Clothing Care Center for 15 
years and then maintenance at 
the hospital for 25 years.   On 
Sept. 12, 1964, Jim married 
Lois Arlene Peterson at First 

Lutheran Church in Blooming 
Prairie.   He was a member of 
the American Legion.   Jim en-
joyed watching race car driv-
ing, football, and wrestling 
since 1954.  

He loved watching his kids 
and grandkids in their school 
activities.   Jim enjoyed fish-
ing, farming, arguing with his 
son, and spending time with his 
great-grandbabies.

 Jim is survived by his wife, 
Arlene; children, Tammy 
(Steve) Wencl and Brent (Julie) 
Jensen; grandchildren, Garrett 
(Taylor Johnson) Wencl, Jessi-
ca Wencl, Stephanie (Matthew) 
McGary, Cole (Sara) Tlamka, 
Brandon Tlamka, and Jenna 
(Elijah) Riggle; great-grand-
children, Haidyn Riggle, Hunt-
ley Riggle, and Ferris Tlamka; 
brothers, Anton and family, 
Rollin (Penel), Leon (Mary), 

John (Carole), and Danny; and 
many nieces and nephews.

Jim was preceded in death 
by his parents; and brothers, W. 
Manfred and Melvyn.

 Funeral services will be held 
at 10:30 a.m. on Wednesday, 
June 8, 2016 at First Lutheran 
Church.  Rev. John Holt will of-
ficiate. 

Interment will be at Grace-
land Cemetery.   Military Hon-
ors will be accorded by the 
V.F.W. and American Legion 
Honor Guard. 

Visitation will be 4-7 p.m. on 
Tuesday, June 7, 2016 at Bay-
view/Freeborn Funeral Home 
and one hour prior to the service 
at the church on Wednesday. 

Online condolences are wel-
come at www.bayviewfuneral.
com.

 

Nancy Lynn 
Schwartz, 63 of 
rural Blooming 
Prairie, died 
surrounded by 
her family, Fri-
day afternoon, 
June 3, 2016, 
at Mayo Clinic 
Health System 

– Austin.  
Nancy Lynn Harber was born 

November 28, 1952, in Austin, 
the daughter of Robert Earl and 
Doris Mae (Mellem) Harber.  
Nancy was baptized and con-
firmed Red Oak Grove Lutheran 
Church.   She attended school 
in Blooming Prairie, graduat-
ing from Blooming Prairie High 
School in 1970.  

On October 6, 1972, she 
was united in marriage to Jim 
Schwartz at Red Oak Grove Lu-
theran Church and to this union 
two children were born.   They 
were later divorced.  

Nancy lived and worked for 
several years in Albert Lea at the 
Holiday Inn and later at the Car-
penter Company.   She returned 
to the Blooming Prairie area to 
assist her parents as they aged 
and helped them remain inde-
pendent.  

While living near Bloom-
ing Prairie, Nancy worked in 
the clerical department at Hor-
mel Foods, retiring in May of 
2016.  She loved to do puzzles, 
jigsaw puzzles and mind games 
and enjoyed watching The 
Bachelorette and Dancing with 
The Stars as well as figure skat-
ing competitions.     Nancy also 
enjoyed eating out, working 
in her yard and spending time 
with her children and grandchil-
dren.   She was an active mem-
ber of Red Oak Grove Lutheran 
Church and WELCA.

Survivors include her chil-
dren, Mark (Nicole) Schwartz 
of Austin and Jennifer (Bill) 

Tilford of Pine Island; three 
grandchildren, Gabrielle, Gavin 
and Cali Tilford; three brothers, 
Mike (Deloris) Harber of Aus-
tin, Dan (Liz) Harber of Waseca 
and Tom (Tammy) Harber of 
Blooming Prairie; two sisters, 
Jean (Todd) Lewis of Dothan, 
Alabama and Denise (Mike) 
Fogarty of Rochester; also many 
nieces, nephews and other rela-
tives and friends.  

She was preceded in death by 
parents, Robert and Doris Har-
ber and a granddaughter, Chloe.

 Memorial services where 
held, Tuesday, June 7, 2016, 
at Red Oak Grove Lutheran 
Church, 30456 Mower Freeborn 
Road, rural Austin, Minnesota 
with Pastor Lindsey Stolen, of-
ficiating.  

Interment will follow the ser-
vice in Udolpho Cemetery.  

Condolences may be ex-
pressed to the family online at 
www.worlein.com.

James A. Jensen, 83, Albert Lea

Nancy Lynn Schwartz, 63, Blooming Prairie, 

Staff photo by Ahren Backman
 
Fathers and daughters dance in a circle during the doubles portion of the first performance of the
night. Story on page 6C

Daddy/Daughter Dance

St. Paul is steeped in history 
and not all of it is pretty. The 
older Twin City’s area has a 
checkered past that not every-
one knows about. Join the Steele 
County Historical Society on 
this adventure through the seedy 
history of corruption in St. Paul.

With a mobster host, the trip 
will take you on a journey that 
explores the sites of the bar 
fights, kidnappings, and gun bat-
tles in which the gangsters of the 
1930’s participated. You’ll hear 
all about the lives of gangsters 
like John Dillinger, Ma Barker, 
Babyface Nelson and more. 
You’ll also see the sights where 
the gangsters lived it up as they 
planned and executed some of 
the most notorious crimes ever 
perpetrated. The guide will 
show you the gangster hideouts 
and nightclubs where these no-
torious mobsters spent time so-
cializing.

The group will leave from the 
History Center promptly at 8:30 
a.m. on Thursday, June 9, and 
arrive at the Landmark Center in 
St. Paul at approximately 9:30 
a.m.  While at the Landmark 
Center, you will travel back in 
time to hear the stories - and 
meet the people - who lived 
Landmark’s important, and in-
famous, history.  You’ll explore 
the building from deep sub-
basement to the two iconic tow-
ers and experience areas of the 
building off-limits to the general 
public.  Please call 451-1420 to 
make your reservation, as seat-
ing is limited to 50 people.

Gangsters 
and glory 
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Many budding retirees plan to 
travel, relax and enjoy the company 
of their spouses when they offi cially 
stop working. But such plans only are 
possible if men and women take steps 
to secure their fi nancial futures in 
retirement.

According to a recent survey by 
the personal fi nance education site 
MoneyTips.com, roughly one-third 
of Baby Boomers have no retirement 
plan. The reason some may have no 
plan is they have misconceptions 
about how much money they will 
need in retirement. Successful retirees 

understand the steps to take and how to 
live on a budget.

• Have a plan. Many people simply 
fail to plan for retirement. Even men 
and women who invest in an employer-
sponsored retirement program, such as 
a 401(k), should not make that the only 
retirement planning they do. Speak 
with a fi nancial advisor who can help 
you develop a plan that ensures you 
don’t outlive your assets.

• Set reasonable goals. Retirement 
nest eggs do not need to be enormous. 
Many retirees have a net worth of less 
than $1 million, and many people live 

comfortably on less than $100,000 
annually. When planning for retirement, 
don’t be dissuaded because you won’t 
be buying a vineyard or villa in Europe. 
Set reasonable goals for your retirement 
and make sure you meet those goals.

• Recognize there is no magic 
wealth-building plan. Saving comes 
down to formulating a plan specifi c 
to your goals, resources, abilities, and 
skills. Make saving a priority and take 
advantage of employer-sponsored 
retirement programs if they are offered.

• Don’t underestimate spending. You 
will need money in retirement, and it’s 

best that you don’t underestimate just 
how much you’re going to need. No 
one wants to be stuck at home during 
retirement, when people typically want 
to enjoy themselves and the freedom 
that comes with retirement. Speak 
to a fi nancial planner to develop a 
reasonable estimate of your living 
expenses when you plan to retire.

• Pay down or avoid debt while you 
can. Retiring with debt is a big risk. Try 
to eliminate all of your debts before you 
retire and, once you have, focus your 
energy on growing your investments 
and/or saving money for retirement. 

• Start early on retirement saving. 
It’s never too early to begin saving 
for retirement. Although few twenty-
somethings are thinking about 
retirement, the earlier you begin to 
invest the more time you have to grow 
your money. Enroll in a retirement plan 
now so you have a larger nest egg when 
you reach retirement age.

As men and women retire 
or approach retirement age, 
many opt to downsize their 
homes. Such a decision can 
save older adults substantial 
amounts of money while also 
liberating them from the hassle 
of maintaining large homes they 
no longer need.

Downsizing to smaller homes 
or apartments is a signifi cant step, 
one that homeowners should 
give ample consideration before 
making their fi nal decisions. The 
following are a handful of tips to 
help homeowners determine if 
downsizing to smaller homes is 
the right move.

• Get a grip on the real estate 
market. Downsizing is not solely 
about money, but it’s important 
that homeowners consider 
the real estate market before 
putting their homes up for sale. 
Speak with a local realtor or 
your fi nancial advisor about 
the current state of your real 
estate market. Downsizing can 
help homeowners save money 
on utilities, taxes and mortgage 
payments, but those savings may 

be negated if you sell your house 
in a buyer’s market instead of a 
seller’s market. If you think the 
current market won’t get you the 
price you are hoping for, delay 
your downsize until the market 
rebounds.

• Take inventory of what’s 
in your house. Empty nesters 
often fi nd that their homes are 
still fi lled with their children’s 
possessions, even long after 
those children have entered 
adulthood and left home. If 
the storage in your home is 
dominated by items that belong 
to your children and not you, 
then downsizing might be right 
for you. Tell your children you 
are thinking of downsizing 
and invite them over to pick 
through any items still in your 
home. Once they have done so 
and taken what they want, you 
can host a yard sale, ultimately 
donating or discarding what you 
cannot sell. Once all of the items 
are gone, you may realize that 
moving into a smaller place is 
the fi nancially prudent decision.

• Examine your own items 

as well. Your children’s items 
are likely not the only items 
taking up space in your home. 
Take inventory of your own 
possessions as well, making 
note of items you can live 
without and those you want to 
keep. If the list of items you 
can live without is extensive, 
then you probably won’t have a 
problem moving into a smaller 
home. If you aren’t quite ready 
to say goodbye to many of your 
possessions, then you might 
benefi t from staying put for a 
little while longer.

• Consider your retirement 
lifestyle. If you have already 
retired or on the verge of 
retirement and plan to spend 
lots of time traveling, then 
downsizing to a smaller home 
may free up money you can 
spend on trips. And if you really 
do see yourself as a silver-haired 
jetsetter, then you likely won’t 
miss your current home because 
you won’t be home frequently 
enough to enjoy it. If travel is not 
high on your retirement to-do 
list but you have a hobby, such 
as crafting, restoring classic cars 
or woodworking, that you hope 
to turn into a second profession, 
then you might benefi t from 
staying put and converting your 
existing space into a workshop.

Osteoporosis is a disease of 
the bones that occurs when a 
person loses too much bone, 
produces too little bone or both. 
Though the disease is most 
often associated with women 
over 50, anyone can suffer from 
osteoporosis, which weakens 
bones and can make them more 
susceptible to breaks.

 Exercise is a great way for 
men and women to build and 
maintain strong bones in an 
attempt to prevent the onset 
of osteoporosis. According 
to the National Osteoporosis 
Foundation, weight-bearing 
exercises can help build and 
maintain bone density. But the 
NOF notes that men and women 
who have suffered broken bones 
due to osteoporosis or those at 
risk of such breaks may need 
to avoid high-impact weight-
bearing exercises, which include 
dancing, hiking, jogging, and 
jumping rope, among others. 

For those whose physicians 
who suggest they avoid 
high-impact weight-bearing 
exercises, low-impact weight-
bearing exercises can help 
them strengthen their bones. 

Such exercises may involve 
low-impact aerobics and using 
cardiovascular machines, such 
as elliptical trainers, stair-step 
machines and treadmills. 

Additional exercises that 
can benefi t men and women 
looking to prevent or combat 
osteoporosis can be found at 
www.nof.org.

SeniorF  cusHealth & Fitness  
Retirement 

Money/Investment  
Activities & Hobbies

Successful ways to stretch retirement savings

How to determine if 
downsizing is for you 

Did you know?

507-413-6800

Our residents are  
encouraged to 

engage in:

 

and much more

Birchwood Cottages is committed to 
respecting the path of life and all that 

the aging process may bring.

Our specialty is 

People ~ Purpose ~ Passion

 
in memory care

To Love, to Honor,  
toRemember

Telling Your 
Story in Stone

•  Full Line of Granite and Bronze Memorials
• Custom Laser Etchings
•  Serving the area since 1950
•  In home appointments available
•  Pre-Planning — design your memorial your way

• Bring this ad for a FREE Plant Stand 
    with Purchase

1180 Frontage Rd. E,  
Owatonna, MN

507-455-9551  
OwatonnaGranite.com

Locally Owned by John & Barb Heerema

The most innovative leader of senior housing and services, 
empowering individuals to live richer and fuller lives.

507-446-8334 

Our Values
Service: We intensely focus on 
serving our customers and deliver-
ing what they want with excellence.

Innovation: We celebrate creativ-
ity and ingenuity, anticipate change, 
and understand that respon-
sible risk is essential to delivering 
cutting-edge products and services.

Spirituality: We honor our faith-
based heritage by creating welcom-
ing, inclusive communities that 
nurture and support the spiritual 
needs of the people we serve.
Wellness: We believe that physi-
cal, intellectual, spiritual, social, 
emotional, and vocational growth is 
essential to wellness.

507-446-5855 
What we offer
Spacious Apartments: Each 
residence features a full kitchen, 
including a range, refrigerator, 
living room, bedroom, private bath 
with a shower unit, ample closet 
space and a 24-hour response 
system.
Social, Leisure and Spiritual 
Choices: Enjoy our grand 
fireplace room for taking classes, 

watching a musical recital and 
participating in other enriching 
activities.
Safe, Worry Free Living: Tired 
of shoveling and keeping up your 
yard? Don’t worry. We provide 
all maintenance, landscaping and 
snow removal.
Healthcare professionals are on 
duty 24 hours per day to assist you 
with any healthcare needs.

Stop in and visit our way of Living.
We look forward to meeting you.
A catered living community that you’ll be proud to call home. 
Catered living provides independent living and assisted living.

Contact Kelly Maas 507-461-9277  
or kellymaas@ecumen.org

SCHEDULE A 
TOUR TODAY

We are pleased to announce HOUSECALLS | A Division of the Smart Clinic
•No need to leave the home with on-site lab, x-ray and other support services
•Our Providers will be visiting our assisted living facilities once weekly at a minimum
•The provider accepts most health plans including Medicare and Medicaid
•All systems are HIPPA compliant

Health care made simple - Quality care from someone you trust.

•Full kitchens
•1-2 Bedrooms
•Garages available
•Many more amenities
•Cable television & WiFi Internet
•Guest room available for guests

Vibrant Living 
      for individuals 55 and
            older at a reasonable price.

Call Jon Arnett at 455-3735 for a tour

235 22nd St. SE, Owatonna • www.realifeowatonna.com

F
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•Downsize and simplify your life •Enjoy an exciting community
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Foreclosure
Foreclosure NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 

FORECLOSURE SALE
THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION OF 
THE DEBT AND IDENTITY OF THE 
ORIGINAL CREDITOR WITHIN 
THE TIME PROVIDED BY LAW IS 
NOT AFFECTED BY THIS ACTION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN:  That 
default has occurred in the conditions 
of the following described mortgage:
MORTGAGOR(S): John T. Knudsen, 
a single person
MORTGAGEE: Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc., a 
Delaware Corporation as nominee 

16-102793
 

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

 
THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION OF 
THE DEBT AND IDENTITY OF THE 
ORIGINAL CREDITOR WITHIN THE 
TIME PROVIDED BY LAW IS NOT 
AFFECTED BY THIS ACTION.
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that 
default has occurred in the conditions 
of the following described mortgage:
 

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION OF 
THE DEBT AND IDENTITY OF THE 
ORIGINAL CREDITOR WITHIN THE 
TIME PROVIDED BY LAW IS NOT 
AFFECTED BY THIS ACTION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN:  That 
default has occurred in the conditions 
of the following described mortgage:
MORTGAGOR(S):Lucero Cardoso 
Nunez a/k/a Lucero Cardoso Garcia, 
a single person
MORTGAGEE: Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems Inc., a 
Delaware corporation as nominee 
for American Mortgage & Equity 
Consultants, Inc., A Minnesota 
Corporation
ASSIGNMENTS OF MORTGAGE: 
Assigned to: Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. 
by assignment recorded on January 
12, 2016 as Document Number 
A000405926 in the Office of the 
County Recorder of Steele County, 
Minnesota.
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL AMOUNT 
OF MORTGAGE: $114,285.00
DATE OF MORTGAGE: May 16, 
2013
DATE AND PLACE OF FILING: 
Recorded on May 22, 2013 as 
Document Number A000391446 in 
the Office of the County Recorder of 
Steele County, Minnesota.
THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO BE 
DUE ON THE MORTGAGE ON THE 
DATE OF THE NOTICE: $111,926.33
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF 
PROPERTY: Lot 9, Block 1, Hursh 
Addition No. 2, Owatonna, Steele 
County, Minnesota.
STREET ADDRESS OF 
PROPERTY: 815 DAWN PLACE, 
OWATONNA, MN 55060
COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY 
IS LOCATED: Steele County, 
Minnesota
TRANSACTION AGENT: Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.
NAME OF MORTGAGE 
ORIGINATOR: American Mortgage 
& Equity Consultants, Inc., A 
Minnesota Corporation
RESIDENTIAL SERVICER: Wells 
Fargo Bank, N.A.
TAX PARCEL IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER: 17-319-0109
TRANSACTION AGENT’S 
MORTGAGE IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER: 100867104378099162
THAT no action or proceeding has 
been instituted at law to recover the 
debt then remaining secured by such 
mortgage, or any part thereof, or, if 
the action or proceeding has been 
instituted, that the same has been 
discontinued, or that an execution 
upon the judgment rendered therein 
has been returned unsatisfied, in 
whole or in part.

PURSUANT, to the power of sale 
contained in said mortgage, the 
above described property will be 
sold by the Sheriff of said county as 
follows:
DATE AND TIME OF SALE: June 21, 
2016 at 10:00 AM
PLACE OF SALE: Steele County 
Sheriff’s Office, Law Enforcement 
Center, 204 Pearl Street East, 
Owatonna, Minnesota to pay the 
debt then secured by said mortgage 
and taxes, if any actually paid by the 
mortgagee, on the premises and the 
costs and disbursements allowed 
by law.  The time allowed by law for 
redemption by said mortgagor(s), 
their personal representatives or 
assigns is six (6) months from the 
date of sale.

TIME AND DATE TO VACATE 
PROPERTY: Unless said mortgage is 
reinstated or the property redeemed, 
or unless the time for redemption is 
reduced by judicial order, you must 
vacate the premises by 11:59 p.m. 
on December 21, 2016.

THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY 
THE MORTGAGOR, THE 
MORTGAGOR’S PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES OR ASSIGNS, 
MAY BE REDUCED TO FIVE 
WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS 
ENTERED UNDER MINNESOTA 
STATUTES, SECTION 582.032, 
DETERMINING, AMONG OTHER 
THINGS, THAT THE MORTGAGED 
PREMISES ARE IMPROVED 
WITH A RESIDENTIAL DWELLING 
OF LESS THAN FIVE UNITS, 
ARE NOT PROPERTY USED IN 
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION, 
AND ARE ABANDONED.

MORTGAGOR(S) RELEASED 
FROM FINANCIAL OBLIGATION 
ON MORTGAGE: None

Dated: April 26, 2016

WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A.
Mortgagee

THE ACADEMY LAW GROUP, P.A.

By: /s/ Rebecca F. Schiller, Esq.
N. Kibongni Fondungallah, Esq.

*Curt N. Trisko, Esq.*
Samuel R. Coleman, Esq.

Attorneys for Mortgagee
The Academy Professional Building

25 North Dale Street
St. Paul, MN 55102

(651) 209-9760
(16-0470-FC01)

THIS IS A COMMUNICATION 
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR.

5/3, 5/10, 5/17
 5/24, 5/31, 6/7

15-100469
 

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION OF 
THE DEBT AND IDENTITY OF THE 
ORIGINAL CREDITOR WITHIN THE 
TIME PROVIDED BY LAW IS NOT 
AFFECTED BY THIS ACTION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that 
default has occurred in the conditions 
of the following described mortgage:
 
DATE OF MORTGAGE:  April 30, 
2014
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL AMOUNT 
OF MORTGAGE:  $142,500.00
MORTGAGOR(S):  Paul A. Schweim 
and Amalia Schweim, husband and 
wife
MORTGAGEE:  Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc.
TRANSACTION AGENT: Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.
MIN#:  100397202125037268
LENDER OR BROKER AND 
MORTGAGE ORIGINATOR STATED 
ON THE MORTGAGE:  Nationstar 
Mortgage LLC
SERVICER:  Nationstar Mortgage 
LLC
DATE AND PLACE OF FILING: 
Filed May 7, 2014, Steele County 
Recorder, as Document Number 
A000396915
ASSIGNMENTS OF MORTGAGE:  
Assigned to: Nationstar Mortgage 
LLC  
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF 
PROPERTY:
Lot 1, Block 1, Grace Addition
PROPERTY ADDRESS:  2595 3rd 
Ave NE, Owatonna, MN 55060
PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER:  17-299-0101
COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY IS 
LOCATED:  Steele
THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO BE 
DUE ON THE MORTGAGE ON 
THE DATE OF THE NOTICE:  
$155,088.23
THAT all pre-foreclosure 
requirements have been complied 
with; that no action or proceeding has 
been instituted at law or otherwise 
to recover the debt secured by said 
mortgage, or any part thereof;
PURSUANT, to the power of sale 
contained in said mortgage, the 
above described property will be 
sold by the Sheriff of said county as 
follows:
DATE AND TIME OF SALE:  June 
24, 2016, 10:00am
PLACE OF SALE:  Sheriff’s Main 
Office, Law Enforcement Center, 
204 Pearl Street East, Owatonna, 
MN 55060 to pay the debt secured 
by said mortgage and taxes, if any, 
on said premises and the costs and 
disbursements, including attorneys 
fees allowed by law, subject to 
redemption within 6 months from the 
date of said sale by the mortgagor(s) 
the personal representatives or 
assigns.
 
TIME AND DATE TO VACATE 
PROPERTY:  If the real estate is 
an owner-occupied, single-family 
dwelling, unless otherwise provided 
by law, the date on or before which 
the mortgagor(s) must vacate the 
property, if the mortgage is not 
reinstated under section 580.30 or 
the property is not redeemed under 
section 580.23, is 11:59 p.m. on 
December 24, 2016, or the next 
business day if December 24, 2016 
falls on a Saturday, Sunday or legal 
holiday.
 
“THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY 
THE MORTGAGOR, THE 
MORTGAGOR’S PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES OR ASSIGNS, 
MAY BE REDUCED TO FIVE 
WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS 
ENTERED UNDER MINNESOTA 
STATUTES SECTION 582.032 
DETERMINING, AMONG OTHER 
THINGS, THAT THE MORTGAGED 
PREMISES ARE IMPROVED 
WITH A RESIDENTIAL DWELLING 
OF LESS THAN 5 UNITS, ARE 
NOT PROPERTY USED FOR 
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION, 
AND ARE ABANDONED.
 
 
Dated: April 28, 2016
 
Nationstar Mortgage LLC
Assignee of Mortgagee  
 
SHAPIRO & ZIELKE, LLP
 
BY: Lawrence P. Zielke - 152559
Diane F. Mach - 273788
Melissa L. B. Porter - 0337778
Randolph W. Dawdy - 2160X
Gary J. Evers - 0134764
Tracy J. Halliday - 034610X
Attorneys for Mortgagee
12550 West Frontage Road, Suite 
200
Burnsville, MN 55337
(952) 831-4060
 

THIS IS A COMMUNICATION 
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR

5/3, 5/10, 5/17
 5/24, 5/31, 6/7

 

DATE OF MORTGAGE:  April 25, 
2012
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL AMOUNT 
OF MORTGAGE:  $108,314.00
MORTGAGOR(S):  Eric 
Mullenmeister and Jennifer 
Mullenmeister, husband and wife
MORTGAGEE:  JPMorgan Chase 
Bank, N.A.
LENDER OR BROKER AND 
MORTGAGE ORIGINATOR 
STATED ON THE MORTGAGE:  
JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A.
SERVICER:  Seterus, Inc.
DATE AND PLACE OF FILING: 
Filed May 3, 2012, Steele County 
Recorder, as Document Number 
A000384444
ASSIGNMENTS OF MORTGAGE:  
Assigned to: Federal National 
Mortgage Association  
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF 
PROPERTY:
All that part of the Southeast Quarter 
Section 11, Township 108 North, 
Range 19 West, Steele County, 
Minnesota, Described by:
Beginning at the Northeast corner 
of said Southeast Quarter; thence 
South 0 degrees 00 minutes 13 
seconds West, assumed bearing 
374.00 feet along the East line of 
said Southeast Quarter; thence 
South 89 degrees 47 minutes 33 
seconds West 574.00 feet along a 
line parallel with the North line of said 
Southeast Quarter; thence North 0 
degrees 00 minutes 13 seconds East 
374.00 feet to the North line of said 
Southeast Quarter; thence North 
89 degrees 47 minutes 33 seconds 
East 574.00 feet to beginning Steele 
County, Minnesota.
PROPERTY ADDRESS:  8339 71st 
Street NE, West Concord, MN 55985
PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER:  10-011-2102
COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY IS 
LOCATED:  Steele
THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO BE 
DUE ON THE MORTGAGE ON 
THE DATE OF THE NOTICE:  
$114,353.57
THAT all pre-foreclosure 
requirements have been complied 
with; that no action or proceeding has 
been instituted at law or otherwise 
to recover the debt secured by said 
mortgage, or any part thereof;
 
PURSUANT, to the power of sale 
contained in said mortgage, the 
above described property will be 
sold by the Sheriff of said county as 
follows:
DATE AND TIME OF SALE:  June 
28, 2016, 10:00am
PLACE OF SALE:  Sheriff’s Main 
Office, Law Enforcement Center, 
204 Pearl Street East, Owatonna, 
MN 55060 to pay the debt secured 
by said mortgage and taxes, if any, 
on said premises and the costs and 
disbursements, including attorneys 
fees allowed by law, subject to 
redemption within 6 months from the 
date of said sale by the mortgagor(s) 
the personal representatives or 
assigns.
 
TIME AND DATE TO VACATE 
PROPERTY:  If the real estate is 
an owner-occupied, single-family 
dwelling, unless otherwise provided 
by law, the date on or before which 
the mortgagor(s) must vacate the 
property, if the mortgage is not 
reinstated under section 580.30 or 
the property is not redeemed under 
section 580.23, is 11:59 p.m. on 
December 28, 2016, or the next 
business day if December 28, 2016 
falls on a Saturday, Sunday or legal 
holiday.
 
“THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY 
THE MORTGAGOR, THE 
MORTGAGOR’S PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES OR ASSIGNS, 
MAY BE REDUCED TO FIVE 
WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS 
ENTERED UNDER MINNESOTA 
STATUTES SECTION 582.032 
DETERMINING, AMONG OTHER 
THINGS, THAT THE MORTGAGED 
PREMISES ARE IMPROVED 
WITH A RESIDENTIAL DWELLING 
OF LESS THAN 5 UNITS, ARE 
NOT PROPERTY USED FOR 
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION, 
AND ARE ABANDONED.
 

Dated: May 6, 2016
 

Federal National Mortgage 
Association (“FNMA”)

Assignee of Mortgagee  
 

SHAPIRO & ZIELKE, LLP
 

BY: Lawrence P. Zielke - 152559
Diane F. Mach - 273788

Melissa L. B. Porter - 0337778
Randolph W. Dawdy - 2160X

Gary J. Evers - 0134764
Tracy J. Halliday - 034610X

Attorneys for Mortgagee
12550 West Frontage Road, 

Suite 200
Burnsville, MN 55337

(952) 831-4060
 

THIS IS A COMMUNICATION 
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR

5/10, 5/17, 5/24
 5/31, 6/7, 6/14

for USA Funding Corp., a Wisconsin 
Corporation
ASSIGNMENTS OF MORTGAGE: 
Assigned to: US Bank National 
Association, as Trustee for Credit 
Suisse First Boston Mortgage 
Securities Corp., Home Equity Asset 
Trust 2006-3, Home Equity Pass-
Through Certificates, Series 2006 
by assignment recorded on June 
27, 2012 as Document Number 
A000385386; as corrected of record 
to U.S. Bank National Association, 
as Trustee for Credit Suisse First 
Boston Mortgage Securities Corp., 
Home Equity Asset Trust 2006-
3, Home Equity Pass-Through 
Certificates, Series 2006-3 by 
corrective assignment of Mortgage 
recorded on February 4, 2013 as 
Document No. A000389519 in the 
Office of the County Recorder of 
Steele County, Minnesota.
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL AMOUNT 
OF MORTGAGE: $102,500.00
DATE OF MORTGAGE: November 
4, 2005
DATE AND PLACE OF FILING: 
Recorded on November 29, 2005 as 
Document Number A000337218 in 
the Office of the County Recorder of 
Steele County, Minnesota.
THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO BE 
DUE ON THE MORTGAGE ON THE 
DATE OF THE NOTICE: $79,046.65
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF 
PROPERTY: Lots 12 and 13, Block 
2, Olson`s Addition to the City of 
Blooming Prairie, Steele County, 
Minnesota
STREET ADDRESS OF 
PROPERTY: 304 3RD STREET SE, 
BLOOMING PRAIRIE, MN
 55917-1417
COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY 
IS LOCATED: Steele County, 
Minnesota
TRANSACTION AGENT: Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.
NAME OF MORTGAGE 
ORIGINATOR: USA Funding Corp., 
a Wisconsin Corporation
RESIDENTIAL SERVICER: Wells 
Fargo Bank, N.A.
TAX PARCEL IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER: 14-105-0212
TRANSACTION AGENT’S 
MORTGAGE IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER: 100272405092735760
THAT no action or proceeding has 
been instituted at law to recover the 
debt then remaining secured by such 
mortgage, or any part thereof, or, if 
the action or proceeding has been 
instituted, that the same has been 
discontinued, or that an execution 
upon the judgment rendered therein 
has been returned unsatisfied, in 
whole or in part.
PURSUANT, to the power of sale 
contained in said mortgage, the 
above described property will be 
sold by the Sheriff of said county as 
follows:
DATE AND TIME OF SALE: July 19, 
2016 at 10:00 AM
PLACE OF SALE: Steele County 
Sheriff’s Office, Law Enforcement 
Center, 204 Pearl Street East, 
Owatonna, Minnesota to pay the 
debt then secured by said mortgage 
and taxes, if any actually paid by the 
mortgagee, on the premises and the 
costs and disbursements allowed 
by law.  The time allowed by law for 
redemption by said mortgagor(s), 
their personal representatives or 
assigns is six (6) months from the 
date of sale.

TIME AND DATE TO VACATE 
PROPERTY: Unless said mortgage 
is reinstated or the property 
redeemed, or unless the time for 
redemption is reduced by judicial 
order, you must vacate the premises 
by 11:59 p.m. on January 19, 2017.
THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY 
THE MORTGAGOR, THE 
MORTGAGOR’S PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES OR ASSIGNS, 
MAY BE REDUCED TO FIVE 
WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS 
ENTERED UNDER MINNESOTA 
STATUTES, SECTION 582.032, 
DETERMINING, AMONG OTHER 
THINGS, THAT THE MORTGAGED 
PREMISES ARE IMPROVED 
WITH A RESIDENTIAL DWELLING 
OF LESS THAN FIVE UNITS, 
ARE NOT PROPERTY USED IN 
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION, 
AND ARE ABANDONED.

MORTGAGOR(S) RELEASED 
FROM FINANCIAL OBLIGATION 
ON MORTGAGE: None

Dated: May 25, 2016

U.S. BANK NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION, AS TRUSTEE FOR 
CREDIT SUISSE FIRST BOSTON 
MORTGAGE SECURITIES CORP., 
HOME EQUITY ASSET TRUST 
2006-3, HOME EQUITY PASS-
THROUGH CERTIFICATES, 
SERIES 2006-3
Mortgagee

THE ACADEMY LAW GROUP, P.A.

By:/s/Rebecca F. Schiller, Esq.
N. Kibongni Fondungallah, Esq.

*Curt N. Trisko, Esq.*
Samuel R. Coleman, Esq.

Attorneys for Mortgagee
The Academy Professional Building

25 North Dale Street
St. Paul, MN 55102

(651) 209-9760
(16-0766-FC01)

THIS IS A COMMUNICATION 
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR.

5/31, 6/7,6/14
6/21, 6/28, 7/5

13-092746
 

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

 
THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION 
OF THE DEBT AND IDENTITY 
OF THE ORIGINAL CREDITOR 
WITHIN THE TIME PROVIDED 
BY LAW IS NOT AFFECTED 

BY THIS ACTION.
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that 

default has occurred in the conditions 
of the following described mortgage:
DATE OF MORTGAGE:  August 26, 
2010 
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL AMOUNT 
OF MORTGAGE:  $198,200.00
MORTGAGOR(S):  Thomas D. 
Breuer, and JoAnn D. Breuer, as 
husband and wife
MORTGAGEE:  Bank of America, 
N.A.
LENDER OR BROKER AND 
MORTGAGE ORIGINATOR 
STATED ON THE MORTGAGE:  
Bank of America, N.A.
SERVICER:  Seterus, Inc.
DATE AND PLACE OF FILING: Filed 
September 1, 2010, Steele County 
Registrar of Titles, as Document 
Number T000066242
ASSIGNMENTS OF MORTGAGE:  
Assigned to: Federal National 
Mortgage Association  
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF 
PROPERTY:
Lot 3, Block 1, Brooktree No. 4
REGISTERED PROPERTY
PROPERTY ADDRESS:  1738 
Greenhaven Ln NE, Owatonna, MN 
55060
PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER:  17-350-0103 COT# 
18305
COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY IS 
LOCATED:  Steele
THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO BE 
DUE ON THE MORTGAGE ON 
THE DATE OF THE NOTICE:  
$202,893.87
THAT all pre-foreclosure 
requirements have been complied 
with; that no action or proceeding has 
been instituted at law or otherwise 
to recover the debt secured by said 
mortgage, or any part thereof;
PURSUANT, to the power of sale 
contained in said mortgage, the 
above described property will be 
sold by the Sheriff of said county as 
follows:
DATE AND TIME OF SALE:  May 31, 
2016, 10:00am
PLACE OF SALE:  Sheriff’s Main 
Office, Law Enforcement Center, 
204 Pearl Street East, Owatonna, 
MN 55060 to pay the debt secured 
by said mortgage and taxes, if any, 
on said premises and the costs and 
disbursements, including attorneys 
fees allowed by law, subject to 
redemption within 6 months from the 
date of said sale by the mortgagor(s) 
the personal representatives or 
assigns.
 
TIME AND DATE TO VACATE 
PROPERTY:  If the real estate is 
an owner-occupied, single-family 
dwelling, unless otherwise provided 
by law, the date on or before which 
the mortgagor(s) must vacate the 
property, if the mortgage is not 
reinstated under section 580.30 or 
the property is not redeemed under 
section 580.23, is 11:59 p.m. on 
November 30, 2016, or the next 
business day if November 30, 2016 
falls on a Saturday, Sunday or legal 
holiday.
 
“THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY 
THE MORTGAGOR, THE 
MORTGAGOR’S PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES OR ASSIGNS, 
MAY BE REDUCED TO FIVE 
WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS 
ENTERED UNDER MINNESOTA 
STATUTES SECTION 582.032 
DETERMINING, AMONG OTHER 
THINGS, THAT THE MORTGAGED 
PREMISES ARE IMPROVED 
WITH A RESIDENTIAL DWELLING 
OF LESS THAN 5 UNITS, ARE 
NOT PROPERTY USED FOR 
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION, 
AND ARE ABANDONED.
 
Dated: April 8, 2016
 

Federal National Mortgage 
Association (FNMA)

Assignee of Mortgagee  
 

SHAPIRO & ZIELKE, LLP
 

BY: Lawrence P. Zielke - 152559
Diane F. Mach - 273788

Melissa L. B. Porter - 0337778
Randolph W. Dawdy - 2160X

Gary J. Evers - 0134764
Tracy J. Halliday - 034610X

Attorneys for Mortgagee
12550 West Frontage Road, 

Suite 200
Burnsville, MN 55337

(952) 831-4060
 

THIS IS A COMMUNICATION 
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR

NOTICE OF POSTPONEMENT 
OF MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE 

SALE
 
The above referenced sale 
scheduled for May 31, 2016, at 
10:00 am, has been postponed to 
July 26, 2016, at 10:00 am, and will 
be held at Law Enforcement Center, 
204 Pearl Street East, Owatonna, 
MN 55060, said County and State.
 
Unless the mortgage is reinstated 
under Minnesota Statute 580.30 
or the property is redeemed 
under Minnesota Statute 580.23 
the property must be vacated by 
January 26, 2017. If this date falls on 
a Saturday, Sunday or legal holiday, 
the date to vacate will be the next 
business day at 11:59 p.m.
 

THIS IS A COMMUNICATION 
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR.

 
Dated: June 1, 2016.

 
Federal National Mortgage 

Association (FNMA)

Assignee of Mortgagee   
SHAPIRO & ZIELKE, LLP

 
Lawrence P. Zielke - 152559

Diane F. Mach - 273788
Melissa L. B. Porter - 0337778

Randolph W. Dawdy - 2160X
Gary J. Evers - 0134764

Tracy J. Halliday - 034610X
12550 West Frontage Road, 

Suite 200
Burnsville, MN 55337

(952) 831-4060
13-092746

Attorney for Assignee of Mortgagee
 

Tiffany Larson
Legal Assistant

Shapiro & Zielke, LLP
12550 West Frontage Rd., 

Suite 200
Burnsville, MN 55337

952-831-4060 ext. 3141 Offic
847-954-4800 Fax

tlarson@LOGS.com
www.zielkeattorneys.com

 
This e-mail, and any attachments 
thereto, is intended only for use by 
the addressee(s) named herein and 
may contain legally privileged and/
or confidential information. If you 
are not the intended recipient of 
this e-mail, you are hereby notifie  
that any dissemination, distribution 
or copying of this e-mail, and any 
attachments thereto, is strictly 
prohibited. If you have received this 
e-mail in error, please immediately 
notify me at (952) 831-4060  
permanently delete the original and 
any copy of any e-mail and any 
printout thereof.
 
Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection 
Practices Act, you are advised 
that this office is deemed to be a 
debt collector and any information 
obtained may be used for that 
purpose.
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SCHOOL BOARD MEETING
INDEPENDENT SCHOOL 

DISTRICT #756
BLOOMING PRAIRIE, 
MINNESOTA  55917

MONDAY, JUNE 20, 2016
HIGH SCHOOL MEDIA 

CENTER

PROPOSED TENTATIVE 
AGENDA

6:00 a.m.	Thursday, June 16, 
2016	 Regular School Board 
Work Session–High School Board 
Room
7:00 p.m.	Monday, June 20, 2016	
Open Public Forum–High School 
Media Center
7:15 p.m. Monday, June 20, 2016	
Regular School Board Meeting–High 
School Media Center
Any person may raise a question to 
the School Board.  The Board will 
not act on any item presented to 
them, which is not on the agenda, 
until the following Board meeting.  
Also, the Board would like persons 
to limit themselves to five minutes, 
with a maximum of 15 minutes 
per topic.  These limitations are 
needed for us to run a timely and 
orderly Board meeting.  Persons 
are requested to identify themselves 
prior to speaking.

I.CALL TO ORDER – 
CHAIRPERSON
II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
III. ROLL CALL – CLERK     
IV. APPROVAL OF AGENDA
V. PRINCIPAL REPORTS
VI. ITEMS ON WHICH BOARD 
ACTION IS REQUESTED
A. Consent Agenda Minutes		
     Bills				  
     Treasurer’s Report     		
     Resignations 			 
     Employment  			 
     Donations			 
B. District Audit FY 16		
C. 2016-18 Principals’ Contract
D. 2016-18 Noncertified Salaries/
Grids
E. Extended Days			 
F. Language Club Stipend		
G. Preliminary Budget FY 17		
H. Boys’ Hockey
VII. ITEMS OF INFORMATION 
AND/OR DISCUSSION ONLY	
A. Committee Reports		
B. Enrollment Data		
C. Dates to Note		
VIII. SUPERINTENDENT OR 
BOARD MEMBER ITEMS
IX. ADJOURNMENT
*Agenda may be subject to changes
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State of Minnesota
District Court

Steele County
Third Judicial District

74-CV-16-1045
Case Type: Harrassment

Brandi Von Rump
Petitioner

Notice of Issuance of
Harrassment

vs
Order For Relief 

by Publication

Gary John Percival
Respondent

To Respondent named above:
YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that a 
Harassment Order For Relief has been 
issued in the above matter.
You may request a hearing on this 
matter i f you file a Request Fo  
Hearing with the Court within 45 days 
of issuance of the Harassment Order 
For Relief. You may obtain a copy of 
the Harassment Order For Relief from 
the court administrator’s office at th  
following address: 111 East Main St. 
Owatonna, MN 55060.
Failure to appear at a scheduled 
hearing or to obtain a copy of the 
Harassment Order For Relief will not be 
a defense to prosecution for violation of 
the Court’s order.

Date: 5-31-16

Janet Spencer
Court Administrator/Deputy

6/7

Order For Relief
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BLOOMING PRAIRIE PUBLIC UTILITIES 
is currently advertising for a 

Line Superintendant/Plant Manager 
to supervise utility crews and 

perform maintenance 
For Information contact 

        Jerry Mausbach - 507-583-6683 

Position Open 
until Filled

BP
Blooming Prairie Public Utilities

RESIDENT ASSISTANTS - For independent and assisted 
living residents. Ideal candidate enjoys working with 
seniors and a making a difference in people’s lives. 
*Must be 18 with GED or High School Diploma.

COOKS - part-time with hours that may vary. 
We encourage retirees to apply!

Stop in with questions or to use our computer to apply!

PART-TIME SHIFTS AVAILABLE

Apply online:  w w w . e c u m e n . o r g / c a r e e r s

2480 St Paul Rd  
Owatonna, MN  
507-446-5855

650 El Dorado St SE 
Owatonna, MN 
507-446-8334

STATE OF MINNESOTA
IN THE MATTER OF THE CONSTRUCTION 

OF BRIDGES 74557 & 74558 
OVER JOINT COUNTY DITCH NO J24, 

STEELE & WASECA COUNTIES, MINNESOTA

NOTICE OF LETTING
Bids will be received on June 21, 2016 until 2:00 p.m., at the office of the County 
Auditor of said Steele County, at the Steele County Administration Center at 630 
Florence Avenue in the City of Owatonna, Minnesota, on a complete contract for 
the construction of the Bridges 74557 & 74558 to Joint County Ditch No. J24, 
Steele and Waseca Counties, Minnesota, at which time the bids will be opened 
by the Engineer and Steele County Auditor in the Board Room. The contract will 
be awarded to the lowest responsible bidder. The project consists of constructing 
the following quantities of work:

 4,198 SY Bridge Slab Concrete (3Y43)
 86 CY Structural Concrete (3Y43)
 346 LF Type Curb Railing Concrete (3Y43)
 36,240 LBS Reinforcement Bars (epoxy coated)
 672 FT Prestressed Concrete Beams 36M
 600 FT Steel H Piling 10 inch
 840 CY Riprap
 3 EA Bridge Removal
 2,860 FT Access Road

Bids are invited for the entire work as one job and it is deemed advisable to 
let the entire project at one time. The Contractor will be required to guarantee 
and the contracts and bonds shall guarantee the work covered by the contracts 
against any fault or negligence on their part.
The right is reserved to reject any and all bids. Each bid shall be accomplished by 
a certified check or bid bond payable to the /county Treasurer of Steele County, 
Minnesota, for not less than 10 percent of the bid, as security that the bidder 
or bidders will enter into the contract or contracts and give bond as is accepted 
without their approval as to compliance with the plans and specification . The 
letting may be adjourned from time to time.
Project documents are available at: http://wwww.questcdn.com. You may 
download the complete set of digital bidding documents for $30 by entering 
eBidDoc #4516490 on the “Search Projects” page. Please contact QuestCDN.
com at 952-233-1632 or info@questcdn.com for assistance in free membership 
registration, downloading, and working with this digital project information.
Project document may be obtained from the Engineers, Jones, Haugh & Smith Inc, 
515 South Washington, Albert Lea, Minnesota 56007, by payment of $100.00 
(non-refundable) for each set obtained.

Dated: May 27, 2016

By: Steven J. Penkava P.E.

Watch this 
spot for great 
employment 

opportunities!!

LOOKING FOR STABILITY?
$7,500 Sign-On-Bonus

MCLANE IS HIRING CDL A DRIVERS 
TO OPERATE UNDER ONE OF THE 

NATION’S LARGEST & 
MOST MODERN PRIVATE FLEETS!!

   Need a NEW BOAT this Summer?
   Family Vacation?

	 •	Guaranteed	Pay	and	Earn	$65k+	in	your	FIRST	YEAR!
 •	Full	Health	Benefits	on	Day 1
	 •	Paid	Holidays	and	Vacations
	 •	401K	with	Company	Match
	 •	Life	Insurance	and	Disability

HIRING EVENT
June	8th,	9th,	10th		7AM	to	5	PM

McLane	Company,	Inc,
1111	W	5th	Street		•		Northfield,	MN

Visit	driveformclane.com/goto/minnesota
or	Call	Hollie	Now!	(507)	664-3038

Eligible	CDL	Applicants:
21	Years	of	Age	HS	Diploma
50,000	Safe	Driving	Miles

Prairie Manor Care Center 
has the following openings:

“Quality Care with  
a Small Town Touch”

This Institution is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer

v  Full Time / Part Time CNA Evening Shifts  v
Includes every other weekend and holiday

To apply, contact Allison Hensrud, DON 507-572-6188 
ahensrud@prairiemanorinc.com   •   fax 507-583-2401, or in person 

220 3rd St NW Blooming Prairie, MN 55917

v  Full Time / Part Time LPN Evening Shifts  v
Excellent Health Benefits - Single employee $75 per month!

FOR SALE
Janome MB4 Ebroidery Machine
Like new condition. Complete with all 
accessories and free lessons  $3500.00 
507-451-5836.                    5/24, 5/31, 6/7

FOR SALE
3 CEMETERY LOTS
in the Bohemian Cemetery South of 
Owatonna. Call 507-528-2443.

FOR SALE
SHAKLEE PRODUCTS
Get your organic Basic H. Call 
Shelley. 507-219-4282.                7, 14, 21

FOR SALE
1x4 CEDAR LUMBER-16’ & 14’
approx. 1300 linear feet. $700. OBO 
507-440-8831. Leave message.

Steele County Public Records
Steele County  •  December 2015

v   v  Births  v   v  

E   E  Deaths  E   E

g   g  Marriages  g   g

j   j  Divorces  j   j

Manha Salah Rashid, Parents: Nurto Ali & Hassan 
Sharif, Dec. 1
Henry Kenneth Hendrickson, Parents: Jenny & 
Cody, Dec. 1
Grant Andrew Matthes, Parents: April & Andrew, 
Dec. 4
Alexander John Getzke, Parents: Melissa & John, 
Dec. 5
Layni Kay Dansie, Parents: Shaylah & Brandon, 
Dec. 8
Edyn Nancy Dansie, Parents: Shaylah & Brandon, 
Dec. 8
Jaxen Edward Seath, Prnts: Valerie & Jason, Dec. 9
Miles Steven Fuller, Parents: Samantha Krukowski 
& Jonathan Fuller, Dec. 10
Jessie Joshua Wise II, Parents: Nicole & Jessie, Dec. 12
Yahye Abdiweli Mohamoud, Parents: Fadumo 
Abdullahi and Abdiweli Abdillahi, Dec. 13
Sahra Abdirahman Abdullahi, Parents: Hamdi 
Sheikow and Abdirahman Osman, Dec. 14
Olivia Grace Jackson, Prnts: Kelli and Kyle, Dec. 14
Hadleigh Christine Grunwald, Parents: Brittany 
Harding and Tyler Grunwald, Dec. 14
Ernest John Sloysius Wermerskirchen, Parents: 
Sheranda Morrison & Eric Wermerskirchen, Dec. 15
Scarlette Valerie Nicklay, Parent: Robelene Hondel, 
Dec. 15
Melia Therese Bell, Prnts: Meredith & Joel, Dec. 16
Rory James Sorvaag, Parents: Vanessa and 
Christopher, Dec. 17
Sebastian Alonso Hernandez, Parents: Joanna 
Hidalgo and Lewis Hernandez, Dec. 17
Alarric Edward Goodew, Parents: Amber Radke and 
Richard Goodew, Dec. 17
Ellis Adeline Peterson, Parents: Vanessa and Mark, 
Dec. 18
Kaison Joseph Perkins, Parents: Kelsey & Lance, 
Dec. 18
Piper Amelia-Lee Norbeck, Parents: Megan & Todd, 
Dec. 18
Logan Michael Racek, Parents: Whitney Bartsh &) 
Cole Racek, Dec. 18
Corbin Alan Round, Prnts: Amber & Joseph, Dec. 19
Avery Erickson Abbott, Parents: Erin and Irving, 
Dec. 27
Hazel Jean Hanson, Parents: Cassandra & Robert, 
Dec. 28
Grace Danielle Melchert, Parents: Tricia & Daniel, 
Dec. 30
Cecelia Marie Kopischke, Parents: Molly & Daniel, 
Dec. 30

Roger Keller, 74, Owatonna Dec. 1
Daniel Thomas Gaworecki, 67, Owatonna Dec. 3
Amanda Jean Karow, 46, Faribault Dec. 5
Lorraine Philippine Wilson, 93, Owatonna Dec. 6

Elaine Elizabeth Wondra, 94, 
 Blooming Prairie Dec. 7
Terry Ray Hinkle, 67, Medford Dec. 7
Brandon Donald Tune, 35, Waseca Dec. 7
Christy Junior Olsen, 87, Blooming Prairie Dec. 9
Roger Eugene Rosecke, 81, Owatonna Dec. 11
Robert Douglas Fischer, 85, Owatonna Dec. 11
Deborah Dee Rentfrow, 62, Austin Dec. 12
Rosemary Petersen, 79, Owatonna Dec. 16
Geraldine Caroline Vangen, 78, Ellendale Dec. 16
Kenneth Engward Hanson, 89, Owatonna Dec. 17
Donald Charles Tuerk, 72, Owatonna Dec. 20
Kathryn Gayle Parsons, 63, Owatonna Dec. 21
Leonard Louis Van Den Hemel, 77, 
 Owatonna Dec. 22
James Arthur Weinhold, 61, Elk River Dec. 22
Lynn Odean Sanders, 69, Owatonna Dec. 22
Jack Frank Weinberger, 73, Faribault Dec. 23
Elizabeth Therese Burg, 90, Owatonna Dec. 25

Paul Christopher Martinson & 
Amy Jane Brown, Dec. 5

Douglas Morris Warner & 
Annette Marlene Kleinschrodt, Dec. 10

Michael Anthony Guzman & 
Cynthia Gil, Dec. 15

Derek Bradley Johnson & Jessica Leigh Long, Dec. 17

Misty Yvonne Milstead & 
Daren Denel Jordan, Dec. 19

Jeffrey Kent Wayne & 
Kathleen Pearl Crabtree, Dec. 22

Cassandra Joan Noble & Ricky Scott Steele, Dec. 23 

Brent A. Golberg and
Karla Sue Sherden

Aaron Christopher Litke and 
Brooke Makennah Litke

Heather Renae Ogilvie Bortle and 
Randy Lee Bortle

Kimberly Marie Grinnen and 
Jeffrey Allen Grinnen

Suzanne Marie Jokela-Moskovits and 
Ido Avidrai Moskovits
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On behalf of the 
Lloyd Matthes 

family... 

THANK YOU 
Prairie Manor 
Care Center

Worlein’s 
Funeral Home
First Lutheran 

Church - 
& the community of  

Blooming Prairie. 
Your thoughts, prayers 
and support have been 

overwhelming.
  Best, 

Patsy Thoen & 
Kathy Carlson
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3-WEEK SPECIAL: $30
BUY TWO WEEKS, GET THE THIRD FREE
UP TO 20 WORDS; 10¢ FOR EACH WORD AFTER

REACH OVER 17,000 IN 
OVER 12 COMMUNITIES

Classifieds
FOR SALE REAL ESTATE AUTO

To place an ad: Call: 507-583-4431, E-mail: bptimes@frontiernet.net, Mail: P.O. Box 247, Blooming Prairie, MN 55917

Cleary Building Corp.

MINI STORAGE
New Building

Large Units Now Available

10 x 24....$70.00/month

Weekday hours:
8-12:00 & 1-5 p.m.

Saturday hours:
8-12:00

Excellent Location
At Cleary Building Corp.

702 7th St. Circle SE
Kasson, MN

(507)634-664035
tfc

WHEN A NURSING HOME IS NOT 
FOR YOU OR YOUR LOVED ONE... 

Wellington adult care has trained staff who work 24 hrs. a day to provide you 
with services such as prepared meals, medication management, personal 
care such as bathing, dressing and grooming, as well as other activities 
of daily living. All meals are served family style in the dining room. Special 
diets are not a problem. We also arrange transportation to and from medical 
appointments accompanied by staff or family. We supply laundry services, 
and housekeeping. Our home is wheelchair accessible. We have a 1 to 5 staff 
to client ratio. All rooms are private. We serve a variety of clients over the age 
of 55. We are licensed by Dodge County and the State of Minnesota. 

For more information please contact 
Jane Hill @ 507.374.2198 or 507.319.5134 20

tfc

COMPLETE CARS & TRUCKS
We pay up to $100. Pick up available.

AU
TO

S WANTED
Dead

or
Alive

WE 
ACCEPT

USED

McNeilus Auto Parts
507-374-6392

CDL driver over the road dry van. 
Driver benefi ts included. Paid holidays, 
vacation pay, and 401K health plan.

5-
7c

Krueger Trucking
Austin, MN
1-800-634-3317

24
-2

6c

                                     Week of June 5, 2016             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

PRESS OPERATOR WANTED 
for a Goss Community 6-Unit Web 
Press. Call Mobridge Tribune, 
Mobridge, SD at 800/594-9418

NOW HIRING 
Company OTR drivers. $2,000 
sign on bonus, fl exible home 
time, extensive benefi ts. Call 
now! Hibb’s & Co. 763/389-0610

CDL A DRIVERS 
$7,500 sign-on-bonus. Medical benefi ts 
on day 1 & earn $65k+ your fi rst year!!! 
Guaranteed pay. Profi t sharing, 401k 
with company match & more! Apply on-
line: driveformclane.com/goto/minnesota 
or call Hollie now! 507/664-3038

CONTRACT SALESPERSON 
selling aerial photography of farms 
on commission basis. $4,225.00 fi rst 
month guarantee. $1,500-$3,000 weekly 
proven earnings. Travel required. More 
info msphotosd.com or 877/882-3566

OUR HUNTERS 
will pay Top $$$ to hunt your land. 
Call for a free Base Camp Leasing 
info packet & quote: 866/309-1507 
w w w . B a s e C a m p L e a s i n g . c o m

STOP OVERPAYING 
FOR YOUR PRESCRIPTIONS! 

Save up to 93%! Call our licensed 
Canadian and International phar-
macy service to compare prices and 
get $15.00 off your fi rst prescription 
and free shipping. Call 800/259-1096 

PROTECT YOUR HOME 
with fully customizable security and 24/7 
monitoring right from your smartphone. 
Receive up to $1,500 in equipment, free 
(restrictions apply). Call 800/203-6905

GOT KNEE PAIN? 
Back Pain? Shoulder Pain? Get a 
pain-relieving brace -little or no 
cost to you. Medicare patients call 
health hotline now! 800/755-6807

DONATE YOUR CAR 
to Heritage For The Blind. Free 3-day 
vacation, tax deductible, free towing, all 
paperwork taken care of 800/439-1735

DISH TV 
190 channels plus High-speed Internet 
Only $49.94/mo! Ask about a 3-year 
price guarantee & get Netfl ix included 
for 1 year!  Call Today 800/297-8706

MISCELLANEOUS

MISCELLANEOUS

EMPLOYMENT BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

HELP WANTED - DRIVERS

FARM EQUIPMENT

ONLY $279 to reach a statewide audience
of 3 million readers!!! 1-800-279-2979

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR 
AN EXCITING CAREER? 

JOIN THE CLEARY TEAM!!

NOW HIRING 
CONSTRUCTION 

FOREMAN
$17-$30 per hour

PLUS FULL BENEFITS!
We are seeking hard working 
people looking for a career 

and advancement 
opportunities in our 

family owned business! 
Prior experience and the 
ability to read blue prints 

required. Drug screen and valid 
driver’s license is mandatory.

APPLY TODAY!!
www.workforcleary.com
702 7th Street Circle SE

Kasson, MN 55944

2
5
-2

6
c

Frank ‘N Stein
Restaurant & Lounge

Frank ‘N Stein
Restaurant & Lounge

15 Frontage Rd, Byron, MN

25
-2

6c

Positions available

Part time nights and 
weekends. Dependable,
reliable. Apply in person 

Wed.- Sun.

BARTENDERS
WAITSTAFF &

KITCHEN HELP

401 8TH STREET SE KASSON

COOKS 
SERVERS

BARTENDERS 
DISH WASHERS 

needed. 
No experience 

necessary. 
Apply within.

 

Job Opportunities
at Erdman’s County Market
Deli Clerk Positions 

starting at $10 per hr. for 18 yrs and older

Cashier/Baggers
starting at $7.25 - $8 per hr. under 18 years of age

Premium pay for previous 
retail experience

Apply online at 
www.erdmanscountymarket.com 

or in person at 
19 2nd Ave. N.W. Kasson

Erdman's County Market is 
an equal opportunity employer.

Triton Public Schools will be hiring a Middle School Principal 
for the 2016 – 2017 school year..  

All postings and applications for Triton Public Schools 
can be found at: www.triton.k12.mn.us  - 

under the District Office menu. EOE

TRITON PUBLIC SCHOOLS

MIDDLE SCHOOL 
PRINCIPAL 

25
c

WANTED:
DIRECT CARE STAFF
Immediate openings for Direct 

Care Staff for 4 bed group home 
in West Concord.  FT and PT PM 
positions available.  Must be 18, 
have current MN drive lic & pass 

background check.  $11.00 – 
$11.25.  Full Benefits Package 
for FT positions.  Call Heidi or 

Karla at 507-527-2456 or apply 
at 205 Southview Street, West 

Concord.  “EOE” 25
-2

8c

 PT help wanted milking cows 
evenings and some week-
ends. Call 507-634-4308  25nc
Growing Dental Practice 
is looking for an energetic, 
friendly and self-motivated 
person to join our team, many 
benefits and perks. Dental 
experience preferred, con-
tact Lori with Byron Dental 
Group at 775-6445 25-27c
PT work available for 
family run hog farm, call 
507-374-2210. 23-25c
F/T Office Manager, cluster 
parishes; Christ the King, By-
ron and Holy Family, Kasson. 
Competitive wage, full bene-
fits, request application by call-
ing 507-775-6455 or email jen-
niferckhf@gmail.com. 24-26c
Caregiver position available 
at Wellington Adult care. 
Working with elderly clients, 
experience preferred but will 
train. Must love elderly peo-
ple and enjoy working in a 
home setting. Applicant must 
be 18 years old, have a val-
id drivers license, and pass 
a background check. If inter-
ested please call please con-
tact Janie or Bill at 507-374-
2198 or 507-319-4821. 23tfc
Job opportunities at Erdman’s 
County Market. Deli clerk 
position (starting at $10/hr 
for 18 yrs. & older). Cashier/
Baggers (starting at $7 to $8 /
hr for under 18 yrs. old). Pay 
dependent on experience. Ap-
ply on-line or in person at 19 
2nd Ave  NW, Kasson. 24-26c

EMPLOYMENT

Nick’s Lawn Mowing Service, 
weekly or vacation, residential 
or commercial, yard cleanup, 
mowing and trimming, satis-
faction guaranteed, seven yrs. 
exp., free estimates. 507-696-
3849 leave a message. 21tfc
Brianna’s Lawn Care Ser-
vices, mowing, trimming, 
complete yard cleanup, 
weekly or on call. Free es-
timates. Satisfaction guar-
anteed 507-421-7945. 21tfc
College student looking for 
yard jobs;  lawn mowing,  
gutter cleaning, junk remov-
al, landscaping, and win-
dow washing, many years 
of experience, provide qual-
ity workmanship at a fair 
price! Call/text Ryan at 507-
259-2860 References avail-
able, FREE estimates. 22tfc

STUDENT 
EMPLOYMENT

Closed guitar store, must 
sell! Guitars, amplifiers,
cordless and regular mi-
crophones, mic and guitar 
cords, stand, strings, guitar 
picks, many sound mixers, 
new Co2 BB guns, too much 
to mention. Call for an ap-
pointment, keep ad.  3 peo-
ple at the most at one time. 
Cash only, guitars start at 
$100 to $800, call 507-527-
1014 leave a message, West 
Concord, Don 25,26,27c

FOR SALE

MISCELLAENOUS
A regular meeting of the 
Board of Commissioners 
of Southeastern Minnesota 
Multi-County Housing and 
Redevelopment Authority 
(SEMMCHRA) will be held 
at the SEMMCHRA Main 
Office, 134 East Second 
Street, Wabasha, MN 55981 
on Wednesday, June 15, 
2016 at 10:00 A.M. The pub-
lic is welcome to attend. 25c

14 4th St. NW, Byron, from 
Kwik Trip, County Road 5, 
north, follow signs and bal-
loons,  Three Crones Craft 
Sale, Saturday 9:30 to 3, 
Shabby Chic, home dé-
cor, garden art, jewelry. 25p
202 9th St. W Mantorville, 
Thursday 4-7 and Friday 9 to 
4, Kids books, toys, Vtech In-
notab, name brand girl cloth-
ing (7-10), misc. tools, garden-
ing and household items. 25c

GARAGE SALES 803 5th St. NE Kasson, Thurs-
day 2-6:30, Friday 8-6:30, 
Saturday 8-12. Multi-family, 
all ages clothing, toys, end 
table, coffee table, household 
and misc., movies, CD’s.  25p
607 10th Ave NW Dodge 
Center, Thursday 4-7, Friday 
8-4, Saturday 8-12, Day care 
toys, couch, household items, 
boys clothes sizes 8-12. 25p
112 West Main Street Dodge 
Center, Thursday 8-8, Friday 
and Saturday 8-4, Storage 
Shed Sale, Antiques, furni-
ture, electric stove, linens, 
quality clothing, household, 
something for everyone, DO 
NOT MISS THIS ONE!25p
Riverside Park, Tuesday 11-5 
through October, Farmers 
and Artisans Market, Arts 
and crafts, Watkins products, 
baked goods, plants, produce 
and flea market, vendor fee 
$5/wk. 507-635-5554, www.
mantorvilletourism.com 25tfc

Dodge Center, 2 bedroom 
JUST renovated apartment in 
4-plex. Stove, fridge, and wa-
ter furnished, NP, NS, $695 
deposit and $695 rent. Avail-
able now, 507-374-6747   25tfc
Dodge Center, 2 bedroom, 2 
bath home, stove and fridge 
furnished, cabinets and clos-
ets galore, must see to ap-
preciate, partially finished
full basement, large yard, 
NS, 1 stall garage available 
at $30 a month, available 
now, $895 deposit, and $895 
rent. 507-374-6747 25tfc
Apartments for rent, 1, 2 & 3 
BR, gas & elec. included. 507-
273-7386. 50-1p, 2tfc
Prime office spaces for rent 
on Main Street, Kasson. High 
traffic location. Call 634-4307 
for more information. 37tfc
Spring Rent Sale- Great 
Western Apartments, Hay-
field, will reduce your rent by 
$100 per month with a one-
year lease. Newly renovated 
with large rooms, hardwood 
floors, and utilities included. 
We have the 1, 2, or 3 bed-
room apartment you want. 
Call (507) 796-0152 or (701) 
330-9706 for sale details 12tfc
Hayfield, 1 bdrm, heat, wa-
ter, and trash included, 
laundry room on site, ele-
vator, community patio and 
social room, senior apt., 
age 62 or handicapped/dis-
abled. Income based. Call 
477-2316 or 634-4188 24tfc

FOR RENT

SERVICES
HAMM’S WELDING - All 
types, aluminum, stainless 
steel, cast iron, fabrication 
work and repairs. HAMM’S 
WELDING, 528-2524, rural 
Claremont. 9tfc 
Dodge County Printing, 
wedding invitations, bumper 
stickers, graduation invita-
tions, pens, can holders, 
letterheads, envelopes, 
business cards, carbonless 
forms, computer stationary. 
Ask about other items avail-
able, 507-634-2661. 33tfp
 TUTORING. Learning can 
be fun! All grades - most 
subjects. Linda L. Greene 
507-374-2363. 38tfc

People’s 
Energy 

Cooperative 
currently has the following 

full-time job opening available:
Engineering, Operations and 
Member Services Assistant
For more details on the position and 
to complete an online application, 

visit our website 
www.peoplesenergy.coop

and click on “Careers” 
for a link to our postings page.

25
c

LAND FOR SALE

•419 ac. m/l cropland, PI 77.3
•347 ac. m/l timber
•5 miles m/l river frontage
•5 miles NW of Rochester

774 ac. m/l OLMSTED COUNTY

Mason City, IA – 641-423-9531
www.Hertz.ag



CollisionCar Wash

Blooming Prairie

Our low prices and great 
service says it all 

GT Car Wash
Contact Gary Trom at:

507-583-7117 • 507-456-2957

Contact Gary Trom at:
507-583-7117 • 507-456-2957

YOUR AD COULD 
BE HERE!

Contact the Steele 
County Times Today!

Always local, all the time.
TSteele County 

imes 507-583-4431

8D • Tuesday, June 7, 2016  • Steele County Times

Farm

Farms 

& 
Mike 
Jeff 
Custom 

MJC Farms, LLC 
13324 89th Ave SE 
Blooming Prairie, MN   
55917 
Fax  507-572-1337 

Mike Ingvalson  507-456-1436 
mikeingvalson@hotmail.com 

  

We offer: 
Seed 
Chemical 
Fertilizer 
Custom Farming 
Crop Scouting 

High Yields Start Here 

Jeff Ingvalson  507-456-1439 
jeffingvalson@hotmail.com 

Pets

Larry & Donna Bennett
4151 N. City Rd. 45
Owatonna, MN 55060
(507) 451-2203 Cell: 507-456-7977

Bennett’s
Pet Haven
Cemetery, Inc.

“Professional Cremation and Burial Services for your loving pet”
Shorty & Sue Schroht

857 Mosher Ave.
Owatonna, MN 55060

(507) 455-3204

STEELE COUNTY TIMES PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY

Tires

Mike’s  REPAIR
507-455-0388

Fax: 507-455-0486
After Hours: 507-455-0483

Tire Service
AG & Heavy Truck 

Complete Truck Parts and Service Mike Hartle
     Owner

870 32 Ave. NW
Owatonna, MN 55060

Auto Detailing Truck Accessories
The lightest, most 
durable, longest 

lasting truck fenders, 
bracket kits, and truck 

accessories in the 
trucking industry.

Minimizer.com • 800-248-3855 • Blooming Prairie

Minimizer.com • 800-248-3855 • Blooming Prairie

Lawn Care

FREE 
ESTIMATES

Now FeaturiNg: CONCRETE SIDEWALKS, 
DRIVEWAYS, AND PATIOS
New & Replacement
VETERAN OWNED AND OPERATED
Fully licensed, bonded and insured

WWW.PATRIOTCUSTOMSERVICS.COM
507-334-2043 • 17965 Eiler Avenue Faribault

ONE CALL DOES IT ALL 
PATRIOT CUSTOM 

SERVICES INC.

FREE 
ESTIMATES

LOT SWEEPING AND 
POTHOLE PATCHING 
VETERAN OWNED AND OPERATED
Fully licensed, bonded and insured

WWW.PATRIOTCUSTOMSERVICS.COM
507-334-2043 • 17965 Eiler Avenue Faribault

ONE CALL DOES IT ALL 
PATRIOT CUSTOM 

SERVICES INC.

FREE 
ESTIMATES

FULL COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL ROOFING AND REPAIR
FLAT, TAR, RUBBER, 
AND SHINGLES 
VETERAN OWNED AND OPERATED
Fully licensed, bonded and insured

WWW.PATRIOTCUSTOMSERVICS.COM
507-334-2043 • 17965 Eiler Avenue Faribault

ONE CALL DOES IT ALL 
PATRIOT CUSTOM 

SERVICES INC.

Now FeaturiNg: COMPLETE LAWN & LANDSCAPING:
• TREE PRUNING AND REMOVAL
• CLEAN UP/ HAULING DEBRIS
• GRAVEL HAULING
• DRIVEWAY LEVELING 
• BLACK DIRT

VETERAN OWNED AND OPERATED
WWW.PATRIOTCUSTOMSERVICS.COM

507-334-2043 • 17965 Eiler Avenue Faribault

FREE ESTIMATES

ONE CALL DOES IT ALL 
PATRIOT CUSTOM 

SERVICES INC.

Fully licensed, bonded and insured

Excavating

Electrical

Maintenance

426 26th St NE Suite B  •  Owatonna, MN 
(507) 413-0654

CARS  •  BOATS  •  MOTORCYCLES  •  COMMERCIAL TRAILERS

Specialists in Leather Care &
Headlight Restoration

Same Day Appointment & Pick Up Service

Automotive Detailing Professionals
Open Monday - Saturday 8 a.m.-7 p.m.  appointment required

Insurance

A Family First Insurance Agency
Randy  domstRand    •    saRah  schmidt

325  N  Cedar  ave    •    OwatONNa   MN
We’re a locally owned independent insurance agency. 

we offer auto, home, health, farm, life, business and ‘just about anything 
else you’d want to insure’ insurance. Customers love a Family First Insurance 

agency because they save money, but we find our customers stay with us 
because they love our caring, compassionate service. We offer free, fast quotes.

sarah@helpingyouinsure.com   •    www.helpingyouinsure.com/

(507)
451.0539

(888)
646.6792

FAX

Sanitation & Recycling

Collision
THE ONLY AREA SHOP certified to work 
 on the 2015 Ford Aluminum F150

Collision

Hilltop Greenhouse & Farm
83204 300th Street, 

Ellendale, MN 56026
507-889-3271

sales@hilltopgreenhouse.com

Gardening Tip of the week:
Tips for your Memorial Day Planter:
1. Use a large enough container for the plants, and 

don’t over fill.
2. Choose plants that will withstand the sun and wind.
3. Remember less is more when it comes to a pot that 

will only be watered once a week. 
4. Don’t forget to feed you container, too.  healthy 

plants like to eat every week.

Now it’s time to enjoy the weekend with family and 
friends  If you have any questions, we will be open 
the entire weekend.

May 17

YOUR AD COULD 
BE HERE!

Contact the Steele 
County Times Today!

Always local, all the time.
TSteele County 

imes 507-583-4431 Or Toll Free 1-888-451-0976 • P.O. Box 321 • Owatonna
email: info@stewartsanitation.com

Locally Family Owned  
and Operated Since 1994

Your Local Choice!
When you have had it with the Large Corporate 

Companies, We offer you a friendly Small town way  
of doing business. Unlike our World Wide 

Competitors who rely on a contract to ensure your 
patronage, we earn it the old fashioned way!

507-451-0976

75th Annual
Red Oak Grove

Lutheran Church
30456 Mower- Freeborn Road

Austin, Minnesota
507-437-3000 or 

507-583-2038

Tuesday
June 14, 2016

4:00 - 7:00 P.M.
MENU

• Bar-B-Ques  • Baked Beans
• Potato Salad  • Hot Dogs
• Chips   • Ice Cream
• Fresh Strawberries with Shortcake
• Angel Food
• Assorted Beverages
Eat In or Take Out • Child’s Plate Available

CARDS & 

NAPKINS

 FOR SALE

BAKE SALE & 
QUILT SALE

Permanent  
Cosmetics  by Annette

Annette K. Snyder   
MDH License 310753

23 yrs Experience

719-429-1966   

Hair-Stroke Eyebrows • Eyeliner • Lip Color
Mastectomy Areola Reconstruction

Make your  
appointment TODAY!

Free Consult  
& Touch Up

annetteksnyder@msn.com
www.permanentcosmeticsbyannette.com

410 Main St E, Waterville, MN

*starting at $200.00

Nowhere 
else 
on Earth

The Minnesota dwarf trout lily 
grows only in three counties 
across the state, including 
Steele, Rice and Goodhue. 
The lily is on display this 
spring at the Minnesota 
Landscape Arboretum in 
Chanhassen where the plant’s 
reproduction and growing 
conditions are being studied. 
The species is listed as 
endangered, although the 
conservation collection is 
thriving. Arboretum official
say the limited range of 
the lily is because it likely 
appeared after the glaciers’ 
retreat. It spreads slowly by 
underground runners, seldom 
by seed. The Arboretum 
collaborates with Minnesota 
DNR and others to monitor 
threatened and endangered 
plants.

Submitted photo

It was Poppy Day in Blooming Prairie on Friday, May 27, and 
members of the Blooming Prairie VFW Post 878 Auxiliary were 
selling poppies at several locations downtown. Here, Auxiliary 
member Doreen Blome sells a poppy to Ismal Haro of All 
Seasons Outdoor Maintenance.

Staff photo by Howard Lestrud

Would you like to buy a poppy?
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