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A high-speed chase through 
Steele County with several area 
law agencies ended Monday 
afternoon in the driver commit-
ting suicide outside of Blooming 
Prairie.

The chase ended on High-
way 30 at County Road 46 and 
84th Avenue about a mile west 
of Blooming Prairie at about 
12:30 p.m. According to Sgt. 
Gary Okins of the Steele County 
Sheriff’s Office, the man shot 
and killed himself. He was pro-
nounced dead at the scene.

Okins identified the man as 
a 39-year-old rural Bloom-
ing Prairie man, who lives east 
of town in Dodge County. His 
name is being withheld pending 
notification of relatives.

“He was having personal is-
sues with more than one per-
son,” Okins said, adding he 
didn’t know what exactly caused 

him to snap. 
At 11:40 a.m., Blooming Prai-

rie Police received a report of a 
man armed with a handgun mak-
ing terroristic threats of violence 
toward an Owatonna resident, 
Okins said. An Owatonna police 
officer spotted the vehicle south 
of Owatonna a short time later.

Shortly after 12 p.m., police 
began pursuing the vehicle. 
The chase went to Hope and 
cut across county roads to U.S. 
Highway 218. Okins said offi-
cers tried to deploy stop sticks 
a couple times during the chase, 
but their efforts were unsuccess-
ful. The chase reached speeds of 
85 mph. 

When the vehicle got to High-
way 30 and County 46, a sher-
iff’s deputy utilized a PIT ma-
neuver, spinning the vehicle out 
of control and making it come to 
a stop. 

“Before officers could get out 
of their squads, he shot him-
self,” Okins said.  A short time 
after the chase ended, deputies 

draped a white blanket over the 
passenger’s side of the car until 
the medical examiner could re-
spond to the scene. 

Blooming Prairie Ambulance 
arrived on the scene moments 
later, but no further action was 
taken by the EMTs. 

Highway 30 west of Bloom-
ing Prairie was closed for sev-
eral hours as officers conducted 
a thorough investigation of the 
incident. 

An autopsy is being conduct-
ed by the Southern Minnesota 
Regional Medical Examiner’s 
Office in Rochester. Though 
results are pending from the au-
topsy, Okins said no drugs or al-
cohol had been detected. 

Okins expressed relief that no 
police officers or motorists were 
injured during the incident. 

Besides the sheriff’s office, 
the State Patrol, Blooming Prai-
rie Police and Owatonna Police 
assisted with the chase. 

Pursuit results in 
one dead by BP

By RICK BUSSLER 
Publisher

Staff photo by Howard Lestrud

Paint Blooming Prairie Pink. That’s what happened on Sunday 
when a host of volunteers put up the field of flags signaling 
the coming of the Blooming Prairie Cancer Group’s Benefit 
Weekend of Sept. 8-9. Mason Hultgren, 9, places a flag on a 
post in the field of flags.

Staff photo by Rick Bussler

Officers from multiple agencies assisted with a high-speed chase in Steele County Monday 
afternoon. The chase began south of Owatonna and ended on Highway 30 at County Road 46 just 
west of Blooming Prairie. The driver shot and killed himself after a Steele County Sheriff’s deputy 
utilized a PIT maneuver to stop the vehicle. Highway 30 was closed in the area for several hours as 
officers investigated the incident.

Flags up for cancer awareness

By HOWARD LESTRUD 
Staff Writer

It was a scene to remember at 
Blooming Prairie's Central Park on 
Monday, Aug. 21 with both kids 
and adults using special cardboard 
glasses to get a glimpse at a solar 
eclipse.

Blooming Prairie Librarian Nan-
cy Vaillancourt was busy handing 
out special, authorized glasses to 
view the eclipse.

"I have seen nothing quite like 
it," remarked Vaillancourt about 
the interest shown in the eclipse. 
"We  have been getting lots of calls 
about this event sponsored by the 
Library," Vaillancourt said.

Vaillancourt ordered 100 pairs 
of glasses and distributed them 
one to a family. "Be sure and share 
your glasses with someone," Vail-
lancourt told the 150 sky watchers 
showing up at Central Park.

The glasses were all gone by 12 
noon.

The eclipse cut a 70-mile wide 
path of totality across the United 
States, when the moon moved be-
tween the Earth and the Sun, block-
ing it for as much as 2 1/2 minutes.

This eclipse was the first coast-
to-coast full eclipse since 1918.

Watchers at Central Park began 
seeing the eclipse at about 11:43 
a.m. The Sun was extremely bright 
as the eclipse began and watchers 
with glasses could vividly witness 
the sun turning dark. "It looked like 
something had taken a bite out of 
the Sun," said one young watcher.

One young watcher, Jesse 
Mighee, 9, brought a welder's hel-
met to view the partial eclipse.

In addition to turning the park 
into a NASA-like setting, Vaillan-
court brought visual aids with pin 
holes that watchers could use to 
project an image of the eclipse 
onto the sidewalk. Jaydon, Pey-
ton and Mason Brown success-
fully reflected the image through 
the pin hole.

Vaillancourt and volunteers 
Kristi Fiebiger and Diane Boul-
lion handed out paper plates to 
many of the youngsters at the 
park. The kids then painted the 
plate black for the Moon and a 
bright yellow for the Sun.

Roger and Joanne Sorenson 
were part of the adult contingen-
cy at the Park.

Ashley Brown, a ninth grader, 
made a poster showing how the 
Moon moves between the sun 
and the Earth and begins to cover 
the Sun. 

Following the first point of 
contact in Oregon, the total 
eclipse was seen across Idaho, 
Wyoming, Montana, Nebraska, 
Iowa, Kansas, Missouri, Illinois, 
Kentucky, Tennessee, Georgia 
and North and South Carolina. 
The total eclipse ended near 
Charleston, South Carolina at 
2:48 p.m. 

"It's awesome to see and fun 
showing kids how it works," 
Ashley said.

Siblings Veronica Brown, Pey-
ton Brown and Makenna Brown 

took turns using the special view-
ing glasses.

"This is really cool," said third 
grader Conor Rennie, 8.

Chad Lange, his wife Karen, 
both of Owatonna, and grand-
daughter Emilie Wall of Eden 
Prairie said they heard crickets 
chirping as they entered the park, 

indicating that the skyline was 
getting darker. "We checked in 
Owatonna to see if they had a 
special viewing party and dis-
covered they did not but Bloom-
ing Prairie did so we came here," 
said Lange.

The next solar eclipse is antici-
pated in 2024. See you then.

The sun looked like a moon

Staff photo by Howard Lestrud

Kristin Romeo helps son Charlie get a good view at the solar 
eclipse at a Blooming Prairie Library viewing party on Monday, 
Aug. 21.
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When will the carnage and mayhem stop on our road-
ways? And how can you help bring an end to this sense-
less problem?

Those are questions we all need to be asking our-
selves and working to find solutions. 

For more than a century, drunk drivers have terrorized 
our roadways across America, on the back roads of our 
rural areas and even on the streets within our communi-
ties, large and small.  

The 1988 bus crash in Carrollton, Kentucky is often 
called the worst drunk driving crash in U.S. history. A 
pickup truck driven by an intoxicated man crashed into a 
school bus carrying 67 people and killing 27 of them. 

But, unlike what some want to think, it’s not something 
that just takes place elsewhere. It happens in our back 
yards as well. 

One of the worst drunk driving crashes in Minnesota 
took place just down the road from Steele County on 
Highway 30 outside of Rochester on Memorial Day 
weekend 2009. A driver with a blood alcohol level more 
than twice the legal limit killed five members of a family, 
including a 3-week-old infant, as they returned from a 
family picnic.

Every day, 28 people in the U.S. die in motor vehicle 
crashes that involve an alcohol-impaired driver. This is 
one death every 51 minutes. In 2015, 10,265 people 
died in alcohol crashes, accounting for nearly one-third 
of all traffic-related deaths. Every two minutes, someone 
is injured because of this entirely preventable crime.

In January 2016, this newspaper began an in-depth 
series of stories tackling the issues relating to drunk 
driving. Over the past 18 months, we have shared a 
variety of stories about the issue in an effort to get your 
attention. 

And it apparently has worked. Some have grumbled 
and complained to us that enough is enough with this 
drunk driving stuff. It has struck a nervous cord with 
some. 

But we recognize that the media is a key component in 
facilitating the progress needed to effect change. We are 
doing our part in drawing attention to the issue so that 
one day we can drive down the road without worrying 
about a ****faced driver coming at us. 

While there have been many statistics and numbers 
cited throughout our series, they only tell a small part of 
the story. The bigger part is real life families and indi-
viduals who are ravaged by drivers who still don’t get the 
hint and continue to hop behind the wheel soused with 
one too many drinks. 

Our project, “U Booze, U Drive, U Lose,” concludes 
this week with a special section devoted entirely to 
impaired driving. The section is loaded with compelling 
stories that cut to the heart of the issue. 

There is a simple message wrapped around all the 
heartache and anguish shared by families who have lost 
loved ones at the hands of impaired drivers. That mes-
sage is drunk driving is unacceptable and should not be 
tolerated as a society. We all share in the responsibility of 
making sure drunks don’t get behind the wheel to drive. 

Until we all get that message, the pain and suffering will 
continue festering for victims smacked in the face by the 
harsh reality of losing a loved one. 

If there is one thing to take away from our series, it 
should be this: if you booze and you drive, you will lose. 
And more often than not, it will be an innocent family los-
ing the most. 

The man responsible for 
killing Mary Malakowsky’s 
daughter nearly 30 years ago 
was so drunk he could hardly 
stand up. His friends laughed 
and carried him out to his car 
and they even turned the key 
because he couldn’t just before 
he drove away.

Ever since Shelly Mala-
kowsky was decapitated and 
killed on the interstate near 
Faribault, her mother has en-
dured unending nightmares. 

And she doesn’t mince 
words when it comes to talking 
about what Bill Israelson, a pro 
golfer from northern Minne-
sota, did to her family. “He can 
go to hell,” Mary Kay says. 
“There is no remorse there at 
all.”

Putting a face on the victims 
of drunk driving. That’s what 
we’ve attempted to do over the 
past 18 months through sharing 
stories like the Malakowsky 
case in an effort to decrease 
alcohol-related crashes and 
save lives. 

Even though progress has 
been made over the past 30 
years in decreasing alcohol-
related deaths, the statistics 
are still staggering. Every 51 
minutes a drunk driver kills 
someone. But the issue isn’t 
about numbers, but rather real 
life devastation.  

This week we culminate our 
special drunk driving campaign 
with a special section high-
lighting the extensive human 
toll that drinking and driving 
can have. We have provided 
personal accounts from vic-
tims, families and others whose 
lives have been shattered. 
Through it all, there is one key 
underlining theme: none of it 
had to happen.

I first came across Mary Kay 
a few years after her daugh-
ter’s death when I was a cub 
reporter at the Austin TV sta-
tion. Her story is a tearjerker 
that probably could make the 
most stoic and uncaring person 
in the world come to grips with 
their life. I have kept in contact 
with her over the years and 
the story never gets easier to 
absorb. 

Mary Kay is not afraid to 
tell her story even if it means 
sharing the blood, guts and 
gore of what happened on Aug. 
22, 1988. She is extremely 
direct and matter-of-fact as she 
relives the horror of what a 
drunk driver has put her family 
through. 

Over the years I have heard 
Mary Kay speak at least a 
dozen times. Never once have 
I been able to leave with a dry 
eye. I have seen her bring hard-
en drunks to tears. It’s perhaps 
the worst alcohol-related death 
I have ever heard about.

In 2004, another family 

came into my life that has had 
an incredible impact on the 
drunk driving issue. Nathan 
and Connie Backstrom lost 
their three sons in a DWI crash 
near Farmington. I have also 
heard them speak many times 
in a variety of settings and 
again it always ends up being a 
sobfest for me. 

The Backstrom boys, ages 
16 to 20, were on their way 
home from a shopping trip 
when a drunk driver on his 
cell phone barreled into their 
vehicle. The horrific journey 
for the Backstroms puts yet 
another face on the devastation 
left behind by drunk drivers.

Ever since I crossed paths 
with Mary Kay in the early 
1990s, I have been passionate 
about drunk driving both as 
a journalist and as a police offi-
cer. It’s important that we don’t 
give up on the war against 
impaired driving. 

And heck you don’t even 
have to be in the media or law 
enforcement to have an impact. 
We can all make a difference 
by changing our attitudes and 
making sure no one gets be-
hind the wheel drunk. 

I hope the faces we have put 
on drunk driving through our 
“You Booze, You Drive, You 
Lose” campaign will make you 
go in hot pursuit of ending the 
senseless carnage that riddles 
our roadways and devastates 
innocent families.

Putting a face on 
the severity of 
drunk driving

Ask yourself what you can 
do to end this important 

societal issue

Guest Column

Classrooms across Minnesota 
are once again open for busi-
ness, making this the perfect 
opportunity to discuss a few of 
the accomplishments for K-12 
Education during the 2017 leg-
islative session.

 School officials I've spoken 
with are pleased with the histor-
ic investment lawmakers made 
in education. In all, $1.3 billion 
in new revenue is being sent to 
schools throughout Minnesota. 
Locally, this results in $2.159 
million in new funding for Owa-
tonna Schools, and a $795,000 
increase for Waseca Schools 

over the next two years. 
A number of reforms were 

also implemented during the 
2017 session. This includes end-
ing the "Last In, First Out" de-
fault layoff policy for schools 
to keep the best teachers in the 
classroom; investing in proven 
early education programming 
like pre-K scholarships and 
school readiness; and overhaul-
ing the broken teacher licensure 
system to help hire more teach-
ers to address the shortage.

 In all, we approved dozens of 
provisions that should make life 
easier for school districts and 
their teachers while ultimately 
helping our children succeed in 
school. 

As always, I welcome your 
questions and feedback. Please 
contact me anytime at 651-296-
5368 or at rep.john.petersburg@
house.mn if you'd like to further 
discuss last session's education 
agenda.

I’d also like to tell parents 
about tax benefits for their 2017 
Minnesota tax return for many 
school supplies. Minnesota has 
both a credit and a subtraction 
for education expenses, and the 
Department of Revenue has 
reminded families interested 
in claiming these tax benefits 
to save all receipts related to 
school supplies.

Most school supplies will 
qualify for the credit or subtrac-

tion, including writing utensils, 
textbooks, and musical instru-
ment rentals. Common items 
that don’t qualify for the sub-
traction or credit include school 
lunches, uniforms, backpacks, 
and more. 

While the education subtrac-
tion is not subject to income 
limits, the credit is limited to 
households with incomes less 
than $37,500 for families with 
1-2 children, $39,500 for fami-
lies with 3 children, and adding 
$2,000 per child for families 
with 4 or more children. Accord-
ing to the Department of Reve-
nue, more than 43,000 families 
took advantage of the education 
credit saving an average of $242. 

In all, nearly 200,000 families 
took advantage of the education 
subtraction. 

Full details about the Educa-
tion Subtraction and Credit can 
be found on the Department of 
Revenue’s website: http://www.
revenue.state.mn.us.

Here's wishing the best of luck 
to all of the students, parents, 
and teachers in Steele County. 
Have a wonderful school year.

John Petersburg is in his 
third term as a representa-
tive for District 24A in the 
Minnesota House. His district 
includes Steele and Waseca 
counties. He lives in Waseca. 

How did schools benefit from 2017 session?
By JOHN PETERSBURG
District 24A State Rep.



Police blotter
Steele County

Aug. 18
Crash: At 11:27 a.m., officers re-

sponded to a motor vehicle accident 
resulting in property damage in the 
200 block of 4th Ave. NW. 

Aug. 20 
Death: Police began a death in-

vestigation in the 300 block of 1st 
St. SE at 7:20 a.m. 

Aug. 23
Theft: Officer took a theft report 

in the 300 block of Highway Ave. S. 
at 11:26 p.m. 

Owatonna Police
Aug. 18
Animal: Police responded to an 

animal bite in the 600 block of Ha-
zel Lane NE at 2:08 p.m. 

Theft: At 3:29 p.m., a citizen 
reported identity theft in the 1200 
block of Cedar Ave. S. 

Criminal Sexual Conduct: Police 
arrested a subject for criminal sexu-
al conduct in the 400 block of 11th 
St. SW at 4:36 p.m. 

Domestic: At 6:40 p.m., officers 
responded to a domestic disturbance 
in the 600 block of Bridge St. W. 
They arrested a subject at the scene. 

Aug. 19 
Drunken Driving: Police made 

a DWI arrest at Elm Ave. S. and 
Phelps St. E. at 1:10 a.m. 

Burglary: At 6:21 a.m., officers 
responded to a burglary in the 500 
block of Cedar Ave. S. 

Vandalism: Property damage was 
reported in the 200 block of Main 
St. E. at 1:25 p.m. 

Crash: Officers responded to a 
motor vehicle accident resulting in 
property damage at McKinley St. 
W. and Oak Ave. S. at 1:45 p.m. 
They issued a citation to one of the 
drivers. 

Assault: At 3 p.m., police re-
sponded to an assault in the 200 
block of 11th St. SW. 

Suspicion: Officers responded 
to suspicious activity in the 1800 
block of Hartle Ave. SE at 10:32 
p.m. They arrested a juvenile at the 
scene. 

Aug. 20 
DWI: Police arrested a motorist 

for driving while intoxicated at Oak 
Ave. S. and School St. W. at 12:25 
a.m. 

Criminal Sexual Conduct: At 
12:29 a.m., officers began an inves-
tigation of criminal sexual conduct 
in the 200 block of Pearl St. E. 

Domestic: Police responded to 

a domestic disturbance in the 500 
block of Oak Ave. S. at 2:55 a.m. 

Warrant: Officer made a warrant 
arrest in the 200 block of Main St. 
E. at 11:56 a.m. 

Vandalism: Property damage was 
reported in the 400 block of North 
St. W. at 8:55 p.m. 

Aug. 21
Intoxication: At 2:14 a.m., police 

arrested an intoxicated individual in 
the 1000 block of Frontage Rd. W. 

Warrants: Officers made war-
rant arrests in the 200 block of Ce-
dar Ave. N. at 11:06 a.m., the 2200 
block of 12th St. NW at 4:38 p.m. 
and the 200 block of Main St. E. at 
10:28 p.m. 

Arrest: Police assisted another 
agency with arresting a subject 
in the 200 block of Main St. E. at 
11:50 a.m. 

Mental Health: Officers respond-
ed to a mental health incident in the 
2200 block of 12th St. NW at 3:55 
p.m. They arrested a subject at the 
scene. 

Domestic: Police arrested a sub-
ject following a domestic distur-
bance in the 1300 block of Linn 
Ave. SW at 4:42 p.m. 

Weapons: Officers responded to 
a weapons-related complaint in the 
100 block of Rose St. W. at 9:26 
p.m. 

Shoplifting: A shoplifting inci-
dent occurred in the 100 block of 
Frontage Rd. W. at 10 p.m. 

Aug. 22
Disturbance: Officers responded 

to a disturbance in the 400 block of 
State Ave. NW at 3:37 a.m. They 
took a subject into custody. 

Vandalism: Property damage was 
reported in the 800 block of School 
St. E. at 3:44 a.m. 

Suspicion: At 11:35 a.m., a citi-
zen reported suspicious activity in 
the 2200 block of 26th St. NW. 

Shoplifting: Officer issued a 
shoplifting citation in the 2100 
block of Bridge St. W. at 7:41 p.m. 

Aug. 23
Arrest: Police assisted another 

agency with arresting a subject in 
the 600 block of Cedar Ave. N. at 
9:25 a.m. 

Warrants: Officers made warrant 
arrests in the 600 block of Cedar 
Ave. N. at 10:50 a.m. and the 400 
block of North St. W. at 10:26 p.m. 

Shoplifting: Police arrested sub-
jects for shoplifting in the 400 block 
of North St. W. at 11:03 a.m. and the 
1100 block of Frontage Rd. W. at 
12:56 p.m. 

Restraining Order: At 7:24 p.m., 
police responded to a restraining 
order violation in the 2200 block of 
Condor Place NE. They arrested a 
subject at the scene. 

Drugs: Police issued a citation 

for drug activity in the 600 block of 
Broadway St. E. at 8:47 p.m. 

Traffic: Officer arrested a motor-
ist following a traffic stop in the 100 
block of Main St. E. at 10:40 p.m. 

Aug. 24
Arrest: Police made a traffic stop 

arrest at 17th St. SE and Austin 
Road SE at 1:12 p.m. 

Thefts: Officers took theft reports 
in the 200 block of Park St. SE at 
2:56 p.m. and the 600 block of Min-
eral Springs Road NE at 3:26 p.m. 

Restraining Order: At 5:47 p.m., 
police issued a citation for a re-
straining order violation in the 1300 
block of Linn Ave. SW. 

Domestic: Officers responded 
to a domestic disturbance in the 
400 block of School St. E. at 9:40 
p.m. They arrested a juvenile at the 
scene. 

Steele County Sheriff
Aug. 19 
Traffic: Deputies arrested a mo-

torist following a traffic stop in the 
3900 block of County Road 45 S. in 
Owatonna Township at 12:14 a.m. 

Juvenile: Deputies received a 
juvenile complaint from the 1500 
block of Cedar Ave. S. in Owatonna 
at 2:48 a.m. 

Thefts: Deputies took theft re-
ports in the 1600 block of South Ce-
dar Ave. in Owatonna at 11:40 a.m. 
and the 1500 block of Elm Ave. S. 
in Owatonna at 5:38 p.m. 

Assault: At 10:21 p.m., deputies 
responded to an assault in the 1500 
block of Cedar Ave. S. in Owatonna. 

Aug. 20 
Disturbance: At 7:36 p.m., depu-

ties responded to a disturbance in 
the 1500 block of Cedar Ave. S. in 
Owatonna. 

Aug. 21
Mental Health: Deputies assisted 

with a mental health incident in the 
3500 block of 32nd Ave. NW in 
Clinton Falls Township at 7:02 a.m. 

Aug. 22
Warrant: Deputy arrested a sub-

ject for an outstanding warrant at 
the detention center at 12:07 p.m. 

Aug. 23
Fraud: Deputy took a report of 

a fraud incident in the 4500 block 
of 22nd Ave. NW in Clinton Falls 
Township at 9:52 a.m. 

Crash: At 4:45 p.m., deputies re-
sponded to a motor vehicle accident 
resulting in property damage in the 
2600 block of County Road 45 S. in 
Owatonna Township. 

Theft: Deputies received a theft 
report from the 4100 block of 66th 
St. NW in Medford Township at 
5:52 p.m. 

DWI: Deputies arrested a motor-
ist for driving while intoxicated at 
98th St. SE and Highway 218 in 
Aurora Township at 8:03 p.m. 

Steele County
Court news

The following case was heard 
in Steele County District Court the 
week of Aug. 14 with Judge Karen 
R. Duncan presiding: 

Darcy T. Lewis, 28, Minneapo-
lis, previously appeared and was 
convicted of felony conspiracy to 
commit theft. Lewis was sentenced 
to $19,497.19 and 30 months in St. 
Cloud State Prison. 

The following misdemeanors and 
petty misdemeanors were heard in 
Steele County District Court the 
week of Aug. 14 – 18: 

Blooming Prairie
Police Department 
Lydia E. Ludolph, 24, Austin, 

suspended license, $281; Tony M. 
Roeun, 26, Austin, suspended li-
cense, $281. 

MN State Patrol
Rochester
Greta K. Allen, 22, Urbandale, 

IA, speeding, $131; Martin C. 
Berks, 21, Faribault, speeding, 
$151; Jodi L. Butler, 42, Mandan, 
ND, speeding and no license, $321; 
Spencer V. Christensen, 16, Ellen-
dale, failure to yield, $131; Ismael 
R. Diaz-Ramirez, 21, Waseca, 
speeding, no license and no insur-
ance, $441; Kristin M. Elings, 45, 
Des Moines, IA, speeding, $141; 

Robert S. Gardner, 60, Rochester, 
seat belt, $106; Ashlee J. Hensley, 
17, Owatonna, speeding, $121; Jes-
sica Christiana A. Hernandez, 26, 
Gretna, LA, speeding, $131; Sierra 
B. Jensen, 19, Dodge Center, speed-
ing, $281; 

Krystal B. Johnson, 16, Owaton-
na, speeding, $141; Brian S. Kasper, 
32, Owatonna, unsafe lane usage, 
$131; Christopher M. Koning, 41, 
Rochester, suspended license, $281; 
Cisco L. Lee, 38, Kilkenny, speed-
ing, $121; 

Tanner P. Lermon, 27, Roches-
ter, seat belt and inspection decal 
violation, $206; Cynthia S. Mace, 
46, Lawson, MO, speeding, $131; 
Donald M. McCormick, 21, Albert 
Lea, revoked license, $281; Scott A. 
Mittelstaedt, 48, Owatonna, DWI, 
$381, 4 days in county jail and 1 
year of unsupervised probation; 
Brandon J. Neitzel, 34, Owatonna, 
revoked license, $281; Peter M. Os-
ora, 55, Shakopee, speeding, $141; 
Bonnie J. Stokes, 57, Cannon Falls, 
speeding, $141; Ricky R. Tollefson, 
48, New Richland, invalid license, 
$181. 

Owatonna Police
Department 
Charles E. Ball, 56, Owatonna, 

possession of marijuana, $131; 
Andrew J. Bogenschutz, 35, Steele 
County Detention Center, disorder-
ly conduct and contempt of court, 
$562 and 90 days in county jail; 
Charity A. Braulik, 38, Owatonna, 
invalid license, $131; 

Tyler S. Britt, 21, Owatonna, 
criminal damage to property, $381, 
3 days in county jail and 1 year of 
unsupervised probation; Tyler S. 
Britt, 21, Owatonna, domestic as-
sault, stay of adjudication, $81, 
2 years of diversion program, no 
possession of firearms and 2 years 
of supervised probation; Alexander 
J. Brown, 22, Rosemount, revoked 
license and possession of parapher-
nalia, $331; Dustin D. Craft, 25, 
Owatonna, revoked license, $281; 

Alana M. Deranek, 34, Owaton-
na, expired tabs, $111; Brendan A. 
Dimmel, 21, Janesville, theft, $131; 
Bryan A. Dupris, 19, Faribault, as-
sault, $281, 2 days in county jail, 
no alcohol or controlled substance 
use, do not enter liquor establish-
ments, obtain GED, no contact with 
victim, psychological evaluation, 
obtain permission to leave the state, 
Substance Abuse Subtle Screening 
Inventory and 1 year of supervised 
probation; Welden H. Eggler, 60, 
Rochester, seat belt, $106; 

Carl L. Franklin, 50, speeding 
and no insurance, stay of adjudica-
tion, $131 and 6 months of unsu-
pervised monitoring without con-
viction; David M. Friedrichs, 53, 
Mankato, intent to escape motor 
vehicle tax, $131 and 6 months of 
unsupervised probation; Jeannie M. 
Heskett, 60, Faribault, theft, $181, 
3 days in county jail and 1 year of 
unsupervised probation; Hanna B. 
Hughes, 19, Owatonna, high beams 
light violation, no license, failure to 
stop for traffic control signal and 
expired tabs, $301; Megan M. Jan-
ning, 23, Garden City, DWI, $381 
and 12 days in county jail; John D. 
Knudtson, 18, Owatonna, suspend-
ed license, $281; Anne K. Levy, 17, 
Owatonna, texting while driving, 
$131; 

Laltigus L. Lyons, 22, Owatonna, 
no insurance and permit violation, 
$331; Lu A. Maanum, 62, Owaton-
na, DWI, $381, 30 days in county 
jail, no alcohol or controlled sub-
stance use, do not enter liquor es-
tablishments, chemical dependency 
evaluation, attend MADD impact 
panel, 224 hours of community 
service and 2 years of supervised 
probation; Jessenia L. Martinez, 21, 
Faribault, possession of marijuana, 
$131; 

Hernan Mercado Garcia, 21, 
West Concord, no license, $181; 
Codie J. Moore, 24, Owatonna, dis-
orderly conduct, $181 and 1 year of 
unsupervised probation; Dammon 
D. Nailon, 35, Faribault, disorderly 
conduct, $381 and 1 year of unsu-
pervised probation; Damien J. New-
man, 26, Owatonna, no insurance, 
$281; 

Dillon E. Ptacek, 23, Claremont, 
DWI, $381, attend MADD impact 
panel, Substance Abuse Subtle 
Screening Inventory and 1 ear of 
supervised probation; Klarissa 
Sauceda, 21, Faribault, possession 
of marijuana, $131; 

Daniel W. Schley, 37, Owatonna, 

DWI, $581, 90 days in county jail, 
no alcohol or controlled substance 
use, do not enter liquor establish-
ments, attend MADD impact panel, 
psychological evaluation, obtain 
permission to leave the state, 240 
hours of community service and 3 
years of supervised probation; Ta-
kia S. Smith, 31, Owatonna, DWI, 
$406, 6 days in county jail, no al-
cohol or controlled substance use, 
do not enter liquor establishments, 
chemical dependency evaluation 
and 3 years of supervised probation; 
Natalie E. Stark, 20, Owatonna, mi-
nor consumption, $181; 

Christopher R. Thissen, 33, 
Waseca, dangerous weapons-reck-
less discharge of firearm within a 
municipality and falsely reporting 
crime, stay of adjudication, $281, 
no alcohol or controlled substance 
use, individual therapy, complete 
Blue Earth County Veterans Court 
and 1 year of supervised probation; 
Timothy C. Thrall, 18, Cedar Falls, 
IA, speeding, $121; 

Nyanuer Y. Tut, 17, Owatonna, 
wrong way on one-way street, 
$181; Sergio R. Vargas, 33, Owa-
tonna, revoked license and seat belt, 
$306; Derek J. West, 36, Rochester, 
revoked license and no insurance, 
$481; 

Levi J. Westling, 25, Waseca, 
controlled substance crime, stay of 
adjudication, 106 days in county 
jail, no possession of firearms, no 
alcohol or controlled substance use, 
do not enter liquor establishments, 
chemical dependency evaluation, 
psychological evaluation, obtain 
permission to leave the state, 80 
hours of community service and 3 
years of supervised probation. 

Steele County 
Sheriff’s Office
Ben R. Aase, 43, West Concord, 

speeding, $121; Chantel Burton, 55, 
Shakopee, no child passenger re-
straint system, $131; Jesse B. Dick, 
30, Ellendale, speeding, $281; Tyler 
M. Dulitz, 24, Owatonna, DWI, 
$381, 1 day in county jail and 1 year 
of unsupervised probation; Eric H. 
Fisher, 41, Owatonna, expired li-
cense, $181; 

Laura A. Fletcher, 32, Owatonna, 
speeding, $121; Tommy C. Hondel-
Reid, 24, Owatonna, domestic as-
sault, $281, 2 days in county jail, 
do not enter liquor establishments, 
no alcohol or controlled substance 
use, chemical dependency evalua-
tion, no contact with victim, mental 
health evaluation and 1 year of su-
pervised probation; Jesse S. Jaeger, 
24, Ellendale, stop sign, $131; Jill 
R. Martin, 42, Geneva, speeding, 
$306; Khoi M. Nguyen, 18, Shako-
pee, cancelled license, $281; Joshua 
B. O’Daffer, 16, Medford, speed-
ing, $281; Luis D. Pliego, 34, Apple 
Valley, speeding, $141; 

Anna M. Rodriguez, 33, Waseca, 
speeding, $141; Tami J. Roloff, 36, 
Faribault, revoked license, $281; 
Cody J. Schwarz, 18, Waseca, 
speeding, $141; Kendra J. Thomas, 
23, Owatonna, sto lights on rear 
of vehicle violation, $121; Clay 
H. Walser, 32, Windom, speeding, 
$141; Levi J. Westling, 25, Waseca, 
violation of restraining order, $181, 
47 days in county jail, no possession 
of firearms, no alcohol or controlled 
substance use, do not enter liquor 
establishments, chemical depen-
dency evaluation, psychological 
evaluation and 1 year of supervised 
probation. 

Steele County
Arrest

Owatonna Police
John Robert Bulver, 30, arrested 

at 10:35 a.m. Aug. 17, felony pro-
bation violation apprehension and 
detention arrest, held for court. 

James Edward White, 36, ar-
rested at 10:09 p.m. Aug. 18, do-
mestic assault, trespassing, bur-
glary and assault, held for court. 

Rodrigo Raul Deluna, 36, ar-
rested at 1:08 a.m. Aug. 19, do-
mestic assault, held for court. 

Joshua Douglas Watkins, 31, 
arrested at 8:12 a.m. Aug. 18, war-
rant arrest, held for court. 

Luis Daniel Mendoza, 21, ar-
rested at 8:25 a.m. Aug. 19, DWI, 
held for court. 

Joyce Anna Frye, 21, arrested 
at 10:10 a.m. Aug. 20, warrant ar-

rest, held for court. 
William Allen Bliss, 31, ar-

rested at 9:24 a.m. Aug. 20, felony 
domestic assault, assault, terroris-
tic threats and disorderly conduct, 
held for court. 

Derek James West, 36, arrested 
at 4:26 a.m. Aug. 21, felony con-
trolled substance and drug para-
phernalia, held for court. 

Kierra Jean Ellingsworth, 24, 
arrested at 12:25 p.m. Aug. 21, 
felony controlled substance and 
possession of paraphernalia, held 
for court. 

Jamie Lee Carey, 31, arrested at 
12:25 p.m. Aug. 21, felony drug 
court probation violation appre-
hension and detention arrest, held 
for court.

Ahmed Ali Hannad, 24, arrested 
at 11:06 a.m. Aug. 21, contempt of 
court and violation of conditions 
of release, held for court. 

Robert Harold Stuart, 37, ar-
rested at 10:07 p.m. Aug. 21, war-
rant arrest, $40,000 bail. 

John Dean Dahle, 54, arrested 
at 10:30 p.m. Aug. 21, felony 
domestic assault by strangulation 
and assault/domestic assault, held 
for court. 

Anthony Montgomery Jr., 21, 
arrested at 7:23 p.m. Aug. 21, 
felony extradition hearing from 
Indiana for aggravated robbery, 
held for court. 

Tyler Lee Lockman, 29, arrest-
ed at 10:03 a.m. Aug. 22, warrant 
arrest, held for court. 

Logan Michael Klemer, 19, ar-
rested at 12:15 p.m. Aug. 23, war-
rant arrest, $10,000 bail. 

Jesse Ray Skelly, 34, arrested at 
8:05 a.m. Aug. 23, warrant arrest, 
$2,000 bail. 

Anival Cuellar, 41, arrested at 
7:15 a.m. Aug. 23, warrant arrest, 
held for court. 

Angelique Jo Brown, 29, arrest-
ed at 11:28 a.m. Aug. 23, warrant 
arrest, held for court. 

Kara Louise-Faith Venable, 26, 
arrested Aug. 23, warrant arrest, 
$500 bail. 

Heather Marie Krumrie, 28, ar-
rested at 8:49 p.m. Aug. 23, order 
for protection violation, held for 
court. 

Adam John Techau, 33, arrested 
at 2:14 a.m. Aug. 24, felony pos-
session and revoked license, held 
for court. 

Martin John Klaustermeier, 22, 
arrested at 2:46 a.m. Aug. 24, war-
rant arrest, held for court. 

Deandre Lavale Rogers, 28, ar-
rested at 2:16 p.m. Aug. 24, viola-
tion of license status and no insur-
ance, held for court. 

Steele County Sheriff
Bradley Lyle Dunn, 32, arrested 

at 4:06 a.m. Aug. 24, felony DWI-
test refusal, held for court. 

MN State Patrol
Scott Donald Hendrickson, 

47, arrested at 4:39 a.m. Aug. 20, 
DWI, held for court. 

Owatonna Fire

Aug. 18
Building Fire: At 1:34 a.m., 

fire fighters responded to a build-
ing fire in the 200 block of Beech 
Ave. NE. 

Waste Fire: An outside rubbish, 
trash or waste fire occurred in the 
2000 block of Cedar Ave. S. at 
7:48 p.m. 

Aug. 22
Smoke: Fire personnel assisted 

with smoke or odor removal in the 
200 block of University St. E. at 
2:23 p.m. 

Waste Fire: At 9:56 p.m., fire 
fighters responded to an outside 
rubbish, trash or waste fire in the 
1600 block of State Ave. NW. 

Aug. 23
Vehicle Fire: Fire rescue re-

sponded to a passenger vehicle 
fire on Linn Ave. at 5:53 p.m. 

Burning: Fire fighters respond-
ed to an unauthorized burning in 
the 1200 block of 12th Ave. NW 
at 7:59 p.m. 
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Public Safety Blotter spotlight: Assault: At 3 p.m., police responded to an assault 
in the 200 block of 11th St. SW. 

• Brady Dubose – theft, shoplifting - $1,000 bail 
• Scott Dungey – DWI - $3,000 bail 
• Angel Duran – assault – no bail 
• William Durham – domestic assault - $2,000 bail 
• Rosa Dusbabek – controlled substance - $30,000 bail 
• Douglas Eckerman – DWI – no bail 
• David Ecklund – DWI - $500 bail 
• Glenn Ellison – forged check - $1,000 bail 
• Jean Enamorado – open bottle - $181 bail 
• Brent Espenson – theft - $2,000 bail 

• Ramiro Esquivel – false information - $2,000 bail 
• Lance Evan – DWI - $12,000 bail 
• Travis Farris – theft – no bail 
• Francis Feeley – domestic assault - $3,000 bail 
• Romero Fernandez – criminal sexual conduct - $200,000 bail 
• Oscar Ferrera – DWI – no bail 
• Raymond Fleming – DWI – no bail 
• Luis Flores – traffic - $100 bail 
• Rogelio Flores – DWI, revoked license - $12,000 bail 
• Jose Flores Redondo – domestic assault - $500 bail 

Sex offenders move 
into Steele County

Two high-risk sexual offend-
ers are living in the area.

Benny Ledesma and Richard 
Villarreal moved into Owatonna 
on Monday. Ledesma’s regis-
tered address is in the vicinity 
of South Cedar Avenue and East 
University Street while Villar-
real will be living in the area of 
East Rose Street and North Elm 
Avenue. 

Both men are categorized as 
Level 3 offenders, which are the 
most likely to reoffend.

Ledesma has a history of 
sexual contact with adolescent 
girls. The contact included sexu-
al touching. In one case, he held 
the victim against her will and 
robbed her. He was known to 
one victim and not known to the 
other victim. 

Villarreal has a history of 
sexual contact with adolescent 
girls between the ages of 12 and 
14. His contact included sexual 
touching and penetration and he 
was known to the victims. He 
also has a prior history of sexual 
contact with two girls, ages 8 

and 10. 
Owatonna Police and officials 

from the Minnesota Department 
of Corrections held a public in-
formation meeting Aug. 21 dis-
closing information about both 
offenders. 

Police are not currently look-
ing for the offenders. The notifi-
cation has been done to enhance 
the public’s safety through 
knowledge of the general area of 
where the offenders are living. 

Any questions about the of-
fenders should be directed to 
Owatonna Police at 507-444-
3800.

Benny Ledesma

Richard Villarreal

Crime brief
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Sept. 8th & 9th 
2-BIG NIGHTS • Friday & Saturday

Exciting • Fun • New Events Each Night!!! 
“UNDER THE BIG TENT” 

OUTSIDE THE CUE COMPANY
downtown BLOOMING PRAIRIE

17th Annual 
Blooming Prairie

FRIDAY NIGHT • 7:00 
LIVE AUCTION 

Under the 
BIG TENT!

DROP OFF DONATIONS at Pizza Cellar or Cue Company 
any day between 3:30 - 9:00 pm or at Krejci Ford during business hours. 
NOTE: Must Drop off Items or Information by Sat., 
Sept. 2 to be included on the Auction Items List 
For Information contact: 
Cheri Krejci 507-438-6895 or Jennifer Milton 507-456-6846 
All Proceeds to B. P. Cancer Group • 501C3 #27-1252726

Cancer Auction

17th Annual BP 

Cancer Auction Raffle

 Tickets $10 each 

1st Prize: ...$1000 

2nd Prize: ...$300 

3rd Prize: ....$200

This year’s raffle 
is in memory of 

STEVE PRIHODA
Thanks to his family and friends!

Drawing Sept. 9 at 10 p.m. at Cue Company
Need not be present to win. X-92634-17-015

SATURDAY EVENTS 
10:00 ................................ 5th Annual SK Walk / Run “For A Cure”
      Starting at the “Field of Flags” (Register 8:30-9:45am)
9:00 - 1:00 .....................................CUT “For A CURE” $5 Hair Cuts
      Crazy Hair, Face Painting, Chair Massages, Manicures, 
      Games & Lots Fun Stuff
4:30 - 6:30 ....................FAMILY BINGO Great Prizes • Fun for ALL
6:30 ..................................................STIX of FURY PERFORMANCE 
7:00 ............................................................................LIVE AUCTION

A  B P  a n c h o r  s i n c e  1 9 9 7

314 E Main St, Blooming Prairie 507-583-7528

BOYS & GIRLS CLUB 
OF BLOOMING PRAIRIE

401 4th St SE, 
Blooming Prairie MN 55917

507.583.6699
msundine@bgclubroch.org

www.bgclubroch.org

A place for all kids to feel welcome.

A place that nurtures kids—a place where they can grow. 

A place that gives them every opportunity to be their best.

The Boys & Girls Club of Blooming Prairie is 

the place for everyone.

Pets

Larry & Donna Bennett
4151 N. County Rd. 45
Owatonna, MN 55060
(507) 451-2203 Cell: 507-456-7977

Bennett’s
Pet Haven
Cemetery, Inc.

“Professional Cremation and Burial Services for your loving pet”
Shorty & Sue Schroht

857 Mosher Ave.
Owatonna, MN 55060

(507) 455-3204

STEELE COUNTY TIMES PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY

Tires

Mike’s  REPAIR
507-455-0388

Fax: 507-455-0486
After Hours: 507-455-0483

Tire Service
AG & Heavy Truck 

Complete Truck Parts and Service Mike Hartle
     Owner

870 32 Ave. NW
Owatonna, MN 55060

Truck Accessories
The lightest, most 
durable, longest 

lasting truck fenders, 
bracket kits, and truck 

accessories in the 
trucking industry.

Minimizer.com • 800-248-3855 • Blooming Prairie

Minimizer.com • 800-248-3855 • Blooming Prairie

Excavating

Sanitation & Recycling

Collision
THE ONLY AREA SHOP certified to work 
 on the 2015 Ford Aluminum F150

Collision

Or Toll Free 1-888-451-0976 • P.O. Box 321 • Owatonna
email: info@stewartsanitation.com

Locally Family Owned  
and Operated Since 1994

Your Local Choice!
When you have had it with the Large Corporate 

Companies, We offer you a friendly Small town way  
of doing business. Unlike our World Wide 

Competitors who rely on a contract to ensure your 
patronage, we earn it the old fashioned way!

507-451-0976

Staff photo by Josh Zimmer

All four area high schools will start thier quest for a state championship this week as Minnesota 
high school football kicks off around the state. 
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Life at times has been very 
difficult for Vietnamese native 
Loan Trinh, but she is proud to 
call Minnesota her home.

Loan (pronounced Lon) is 
Health, Environment and Safety 
manager at Arkema of Bloom-
ing Prairie. Arkema is a global 
chemical company located on 
Blooming Prairie's north side.

At an Arkema Citizens Advi-
sory Panel meeting on Wednes-
day night, Aug. 9, Loan told her 
story of how she escaped from 
Vietnam and eventually ended 
in Minnesota.

One could almost hear a pin 
drop as Loan methodically 
traced her departure from Viet-
nam in 1979. 

Twenty listeners at the BP 
City Center heard her inspiring 
story. "Thank you for coming to 
hear my story," Loan told her au-
dience. "We'll have a good time 
and learn from each other," she 
said in explaining her purpose of 
reciting her story.

The new government of Viet-
nam under Communist rule was 
very threatening to property 
owners in the late 1970s, Loan 
said. "People were being killed 
and the government just came 
in and took over property," she 
explained.

Loan was 10 years old when 
she was told by her Vietnamese 
mother that she would be leav-
ing the country. Loan's father of 
Chinese heritage and her mother 

still live in Vietnam but are cur-
rently in the United States on a 
visit. Loan said a goal is to bring 
them permanently to America.

Three outfits and a blanket 
were packed for Loan by her 
mother, readying Loan for her 
night escape from Vietnam.

"I was told I was going some-
where far away. I just sat and 
cried but that was it, I left my 
family."

It cost money, bars of gold, 
for children and adults to es-
cape Vietnam. Loan's aunt paid 
for Loan's required stipend, two 
bars of gold valued at $800. 

"Asians love gold because 
the price keeps on fluctuating," 
Loan said. Adults were required 
to pay 10 bars of gold.

Only the wealthy escaped, 
Loan said. She was part of the 
boat people who escaped in the 
late 1970s. 

"We were packed in like sar-
dines with 200 on our big boat," 
Loan recalls. She said the des-
tination by boat was Malaysia. 
During the early sailing, Loan 
said her boat was robbed by pi-
rates three different times. 

She tells of Thailand feeding 
them and then robbing them of 
all their belongings. The pirates 
also threatened to rape people 
but that "thankfully didn't hap-
pen," Loan says.

The boat with its Vietnamese 
immigrants tried to land in Ma-
laysia but was diverted to Indo-
nesia. "When we landed there, 
it reminded me of Gilligan's 
Island," Loan chuckles. After 
spending a few weeks there, the 

immigrants then were sent to a 
refugee camp.

The Vietnamese immigrants 
including Loan lived in Indone-
sia for eight months. Their cho-
sen destination was first, Austra-
lia and then the United States, 
Canada, Sweden and Switzer-
land. 

Australia was "very picky," 
Loan said, and rejected them. 
"Thank God they rejected us 
and we got the chance to come 
to America," Loan said.

Loan came to America on 
Halloween Day in 1979. She 
and her relatives were sent to 
a Lutheran church in Alcorn, 
Iowa, population 400. "Bloom-
ing Prairie is metropolitan com-
pared to Alcorn,"  she said.

Loan lived in Iowa for a year 
and then was taken with a U-
haul trailer to St. Paul. "That's 
where I grew up," she said.

Her early days in St. Paul were 
spent with her aunt and uncle. "I 
was kind of like their servant," 
she says. Loan called herself a 
Cinderella type character.

Loan learned English, start-
ing in fourth grade in Iowa. 
"You learn quick. I remember 
chewing gum and responding to 
English speaking people by say-
ing 'no thank you, I don't under-
stand."

Loan attended Johnson High 
School in St. Paul. "I ran away 
from home at age 18," she re-
lated.

Remembering getting up at 
6 a.m. to get ready for school, 
Loan said she would come home 
at 2:30 and work at the fam-

ily store until 6:30 and then she 
would cook a meal and clean the 
house. Following those tasks, 
she forced herself to study. She 
finished fifth in her graduating 
class.

"I learned that I could be what 
I wanted to be," Loan said. She 
then put herself through college 
at the University of Minnesota. 
"I made it," she  proclaims. Her 
interests were chemistry and sci-
ence and a career as a chemical 
engineer.

Loan worked at McDonald's 
for $3.40 an hour and sent mon-

ey to her family in Vietnam. She 
met her husband, a Vietnamese 
immigrant, in St. Paul.

Arkema hired Loan out of 
college. "I remember going to 
my first interview looking like 
a business woman wearing a 
mini skirt and high heels," Loan 
shared. She was hired as a proj-
ect engineer.

Loan took her citizenship test 
at age 18. "I was an alien at one 
time," she said. She kept her 
Vietnamese name because of all 
the paper work she would have 
had to change.

Loan has returned twice to 
Vietnam and said the country 
has changed considerably and 
mainly due to other countries in-
vesting in Vietnam.

She and her husband, formerly 
a Vietnamese restaurant owner, 
have two daughters, ages 20 and 
16. They reside in Owatonna.

"This is my home and I have 
learned as Americans we have a 
good heart. I've also learned to 
take one day at a time."

‘This is my home’ 
By HOWARD LESTRUD 

Staff Writer

Staff photo by Howard Lestrud

Loan Trinh, Health, Environment and Safety manager at Arkema of Blooming Prairie, was a featured 
speaker at an Arkema Citizens Advisory Panel meeting at the BP City Center on Wednesday night. 
Loan is shown in front of a map of Vietnam.

It was a magical day

It was a magical day on this 
particular Wednesday afternoon 
when Blooming Prairie Police 
Chief Greg Skillestad made a 
magical appearance at a Bloom-
ing Prairie Branch Library 
event.

Chief Skillestad, also known 
as Greg the Great Magician, 
was the entertainment for the fi-
nal Book Fair of the 2017 Sum-
mer Reading Program at the BP 
Library.

Greg the Great brought his 
cast of characters with him, two 
doves and a bunny rabbit. He 
also sprinkled lots of humor into 
his act and relied on audience 
participation to spice up the 
show. Greg's appearance was 
sponsored by the Little Library 
Legacy Program.

Skillestad was introduced by 
BP Librarian Nancy Vaillancourt. 
She said the reading program is 
supported by the City of Bloom-
ing Prairie, Friends of the Library 
and by the Minnesota Arts and 
Cultural Heritage Fund.

Following the magic show, 
kids were given the opportunity 
to choose a free book from a wide 
selection. Vaillancourt said 73 free 
books were given out on this day. 
The book fair was held once a 
month in June, July and August.

An estimated 80 youngsters, the 
bulk of them from the Boys and 
Girls Club, enjoyed Skillestad's 
entertaining magic show.

Showing a sign that he is the 
"best" magician, Greg quickly 
showed another sign that said 
he was not the "best" magician 
around. The kids pointed out his 
contradictory statements.

He also did tricks with two 
doves and a bunny. The final part 
of his show featured Greg shoot-
ing his bunny out of a cannon into 
a  treasure box.

During his routine, Skillestad 
emphasized the importance of 
reading books.

Skillestad has been doing magic 
shows for 17 years under the stage 
name, "Mystifying Magic."

His hour-long show at the BP 
City Center was well received by 
kids and adults alike. He chose 
several volunteers to help him do 
some of his magic tricks. 

Talon Arndt was drafted as a 
pizza cook and assisted Greg the 
Great in his cooking scheme of 
things.

Greg also asked Maddy Mad-
sen to help him make a proper 
American flag out of a silk scarf.

Dixie Swenson was volunteered 
to demonstrate an illusion where 
she was placed on a table with no 
supports.

Evan Halvorson assisted Greg 
the Great in launching his bunny 
across the room into a special box.

"It has been a fun summer and 
what a way to conclude the read-
ing book fairs," said Vaillancourt. 

Other programs for the summer 
included the Schiffelly Puppets;; 
Rad Zoo; Will Hale, musician; 
Norm Barnhart, magician and the 
International Owl Center.

The library last week also spon-
sored a solar eclipse viewing party 
at Central Park in Blooming Prai-
rie. On Wednesday, the kids had a 
chance to ride horses.

"We had lots of activities and 
great participation from the kids 
and their families," commented 
Vaillancourt.

Staff photo by Howard Lestrud

Greg the Great bragged about being the greatest magician in the world. He provided fun and 
entertainment for the Blooming Prairie Library’s Book Fair on Thursday, Aug. 24.

By HOWARD LESTRUD 
Staff Writer

Staff photo by Howard Lestrud

Ummmmm! Good! Tiny Charlotte Trom, 1 1/2, of Blooming Prairie, really liked the sweet corn 
served at the 10th Annual Blooming Prairie Fire Department Brat and Corn Feed on Saturday, Aug. 
26. She is the daughter of Mike and Mandy Trom.

Rain pelted the Blooming 
Prairie area early Saturday af-
ternoon but subsided and did not 
interfere with the support shown 
for the Blooming Prairie's 10th 
annual Brat and Sweet Corn 
Feed.

The feed which featured brat-
wurst, brat patties, beans and 
sweet corn was held for the 
second consecutive year at the 
BP Fire Hall. The department's 
large American flag hoisted high 
on a truck ladder invited people 
to the feed from Highway 218.

An estimated 550 hungry con-
sumers helped set a record turn-
out for the tasty event.

Firefighter Mike Hoffman 
manned the payment booth, us-
ing a fireman's boot to collect 
freewill donations.

Here's some statistics on what 

was ordered for the dinner:
• 1500 pounds of corn donated 

by B & B Wolf Farms, BP
• 500 brats
• 450 pork patties
• 140 hot dogs
• 18 gallons of beans
• 4 gallons of sauerkraut
Wives of the firemen provided 

16 pans of homemade bars and 
cookies for dessert.

Much of the food products 
was donated. Donors were: B 
& B Farms, Pizza Cellar, Cue 
Company, Skjeveland Enter-
prises, Dean's Smoke Shop, 
Geneva Meats, Metal Arts-Pre-
cision Parts and Travelin' Picnic 
Tables.

Kids games including an ob-
stacle course were run by volun-
teers of the fire department. Kids 
were also given the opportunity 
to sit in the BP fire trucks. Carol 
Iverson offered free face paint-
ing to kids and adults alike.

Fire Chief Dean Naatz 

thanked those who attended the 
feed and also offered gratitude 
to those who donated food prod-
ucts.

Profits are directed toward 
a wish list that the local fire 
department prepares. A grain 
bin rescue trailer was one item 
bought with dinner proceeds.

"We help pay for supplemen-
tal equipment with funds from 
this feed," Chief Naatz said.

The food received top rating 
from all ages including little 
Charlotte Trom, 1 1/2. She is 
the daughter of Mike and Man-
dy Trom and was nibbling on 
the corn before and after it was 
roasted.

Peyton Peterson, three-year-
old son of Jake and Alicia Peter-
son, helped shuck the corn. Fire-
men did all the prep work, the 
cooking and serving of the food 
with assistance from their wives.

500-plus attend 10th Annual 
BP Fire Department 

Brat and Sweet Corn Feed
By HOWARD LESTRUD 

Staff Writer



CommunityLiving

Mountain Dew Spiked 
12oz 8 Packs $3.19

IZZE Sparkling Water 
12oz 8 Pack $2.99

Pepsi 
20 Pack $6.99

Pepsi 
12oz 8 Pack $299

Lipton Iced Tea
.5 Liter 12 Pack $5.99

Lipton Pure Leaf 
18.5oz 6 Pack $5.99

Klarbrunn 
Sparkling Water 
12 Packs $3.49

237 Hwy Ave. S.   Locally Owned & Operated  507-583-6671

Prices Good
8/29 - 9/4

Check out OUR DOLLAR Selection! 

Obituaries 

Betty L. Stoen, 86 of Claremont
Betty L. Stoen of Claremont 

died Aug. 21, 2017 at her home.  
Mass of Christian Burial was 

held Saturday, Aug. 26, 2017 
at St. Francis de Sales Catholic 
Church in Claremont.  Burial fol-
lowed at the church cemetery. 

Betty was born on Sept. 17, 
1930 in St. Anthony, Iowa the 
daughter of Clifford and Hazel 
(Roseburrough) Cochran.  Betty 
attended high in Clemons, Iowa 
and graduated in 1949.  She was 
united in marriage to Ralph Stoen 
on June 8, 1953 in Iowa.  

Betty was a homemaker and a 

farmwife for all of her life.  She 
was a member of St. Francis de 
Sales Catholic Church and the 
Council of Catholic Women.  Her 
hobbies include crocheting, gar-
dening, baking.  Her greatest joy 
in life was spending time with 
her children and grandchildren. 

Betty is survived by her chil-
dren Ronald Stoen of Claremont,  
Roger (Joan) Stoen of Medford, 
Donna (Mike) Herda of Farib-
ault, Mary (Chad) Olson of 
Medford, Barbara (John) Kral-
ing of Blooming Prairie, Rod-
ney (Robin) Stoen of Blooming 

Prairie, and Randy (Amy) Stoen 
of Claremont; 23 grandchildren 
and 36 great-grandchildren; sib-
lings, Jeanette Eggers of Laurel, 
Iowa, Robert Cochran of Lenox, 
Iowa, Catherine Klaas of Mar-
shalltown, Iowa, Marth  Young-
man LaCaste, Iowa, Virginia 
Karns of State Center, Iowa.

She is preceded in death by 
her Husband, Ralph; son, Rick; 
brother Johnny and Sister, Doro-
thy.  For more information or to 
leave an online condolence mes-
sage go to www.brick-meger-
funeralhome.com. Brick Meger 

Funeral Home in Owatonna 
handled the arrangements.

SEMCAC 
senior menu

Birthdays
August 29
Bill Ressler 
Tony Lea

Robin Krampitz
Nancy Hansen
Tom Ressler

Valerie Winzenburg
Sept. 2

Elliot Schiller
Dick Hegal

Sept. 3
Ashley Campbell

Kalyn Naatz
Cole Wangen
John Wright

Mike Thompson 
Sept. 4

Robert Hanenberger

Martha Walters
Dennis Heimerman

Aaron Niles
Cole Wangen

Heidi Bass Zimmerman
Sept. 5

Sarah Halla
Kurt Blome

Carol Iverson
Shawn Halla
Bryce Halla

Anniversaries
August 29

Benji & Nicki Bishop

Sept. 2
Paul & Connie Haberman

Aug.29
Salisbury Beef Steak
Alt: Liver & Onions

Baked Potato
Seasoned Peas/Celery

Pears in Caramel Sauce

Aug.30
Tater Tot Casserole

Coleslaw
Beet Pickles

Rhubarb Rosie

Aug.31
Spaghetti
Meatsauce

Tossed Salad
Green Beans

Pie

Sept.1
Baked Ham/Fruit Sauce

Baked Cauliflower
Carrot-Raisin Salad

Creamy Gelatin Dessert

Sept.4
Pork Loin Steak
Mashed Potatoes
Mixed Vegetables
Rice Krispie Bar

Sept.5
Potato Crusted Pollock
Alt: Hamburger Patty

Wild Rice Pilaf
Italian Blend Vegetables

Romaine Salad
Carrot Cake

Cranberry Nut Bread
Ingredients:
1 egg
3/4 c. sugar
1 c. dairy sour cream
2 1/4 c. fl our
1 tsp. baking powder

1 tsp. baking soda
1 tsp. salt
3 T. grated orange peel
1/2 c. chopped walnuts
1 c. cranberries, coarsely 
chopped

Instructions:
Preheat oven to 350 degrees. 
Beat egg in large misxing bowl. Add sugar and mix well. Carefully stir 
in sour cream. 
Combine fl our, baking powder, baking soda, and salt. Add to creamed 
mixture, stirring just until moistened. 
Add orange peel, nuts, and cranberries.
Turn into 1 buttered 5x9” pan.  
Bake 45-50 minutes. Remove from pan and cool completely on wire 
rack. Yield: 1 large loaf.

Recipe 
Corner

Sponsored by:

KREJCI FORD
15TH PRESIDENT’S 
AWARD WINNER
Blooming Prairie
583-2046

RECIPES FROM THE FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH COOKBOOK 2006 ED. BY MARGARET WILLIAMSON

Yvonne Elaine McDaniel, 67 of Blooming Prairie

2B • Tuesday, August 29, 2017 • Steele County Times

Prairie Manor Care Center 
& Heather Haus

220 3rd St. NW,
Blooming Prairie
583-4434

Yvonne Elaine McDaniel, 67, 
of Blooming Prairie and for-
merly of Easton, Pennsylvania, 
passed away peacefully sur-
rounded by her loving family 
Aug. 20, 2017, at her home in 
Blooming Prairie. 

Yvonne was born Oct. 25, 
1949 to Louise and Marion 
(Johnson) Seymore in Easton, 
Pennsylvania where she gradu-
ated from high school. She 
joined the U.S. Army where she 
served her country as a cook.  
She went on to college to re-
ceive her nursing degree.

In 1978, she married William 
McDaniel in Philadelphia; the 
couple later divorced. Togeth-
er they raised two sons.  She 

worked as an administrative as-
sistant for a few years.  A mem-
ber of First Baptist Church in 
Blooming Prairie, Yvonne was a 
nature lover who enjoyed travel-
ing and spending time with her 
family.

Survivors include two sons, 
Owassa McDaniel of Philadel-
phia, Pennsylvania, Toussaint 
(Katrina) McDaniel of Bloom-
ing Prairie; grandchildren, Ga-
breal McDaniel and Liliahna 
McDaniel of Blooming Prairie; 
Owassa, Jr., Alex, Adaya, and 
Benjamin McDaniel of Phila-
delphia, Pennsylvania; brother 
Arthur L. Seymore; sister Lou-
Marra Hoggs; cousins Kapell 
Tilghman, Harold Briggs, Ken-

neth Briggs, John Briggs, Mi-
cheal Briggs, Brenda Briggs, 
Marsha Seymore-Roberts, 
Charles M. Prattis, Percy Prat-
tis, Rev. William Briggs, Jr. - 
uncle; Leslie J. Seymore, Vivian 
Seymore; nieces and nephews 
Sandra Seymore, Victoria Tay-
lor, Anita Seymore, Christopher 
Seymore, Lovell Seymore, Taris 
Choice, Denise Hoggs, Sean 
Hoggs. Yvonne was preceded in 
death by her parents, her brother 
Louis Jr., and her sister Cynthia.

Memorial services were held 
Tuesday, Aug. 29, 2017 at First 
Baptist Church in Blooming 
Prairie with Pastor Matthew 
Fennell officiating. Interment 
will be held at a later date. 

Memorials can be directed to 
the family. Worlein Blooming 
Prairie Funeral Home is assist-
ing the family with arrange-
ments. Condolences may be 
expressed to the family online at 
www.worlein.com.

Engagement
Watson-Hierlmaier

Samuel J. Hierlmaier of 
Austin and Brittany L. Wat-
son of Blooming Prairie are 
pleased to announce their 

engagement to be married.
They were engaged on 

Thursday, July 13. They 
look forward to being mar-
ried and starting their new 
life together in November.

Parents of the couple 
are Carol and Richard Hi-
erlmaier of Ellendale and 
Melanie and Thomas Wat-
son of Blooming Prairie.

Leslie R. Shawback Sr., 79 of Blooming Prairie

Leslie R. Shawback, Sr. age 79 
of Blooming Prairie, Minnesota 
died Saturday, August 19, 2017, at 
his home surrounded by his family.  
Leslie Robert was born September 
30, 1937 in Hayfield, Minnesota 
to Henry and Getta (Gilbertson) 
Shawback.  On November 22, 
1958 he was united in marriage to 
Catherine Mary (Teachout) Mu-
gride in Mason City, Iowa.  Leslie 
had farming in his blood.  Over the 
years he worked for various area 
farmers, including HA Whitting-
ton in Hayfield, Clayton Reynolds 
Brothers in Sargeant, Ille Brothers 
in Blooming Prairie, and Roger 
Amundson in Blooming Prairie.  
Leslie retired in 2000 after 58 years 
of farming.  He enjoyed spending 
time with his wife and family, 
farming, going to the casino, and 
playing cards and games with fam-
ily and friends. 

He is survived by his wife Cath-
erine and children Tammy (Lanny) 

Callahan, Leslie (Pam) Shawback, 
Jr., Donald (Sarah) Shawback, 
and Mary (Charlie) Wallace, all of 
Blooming Prairie; 10 grandchil-
dren and 20 great-grandchildren; 
special friend Virginia Stanley; 
siblings Arthur (Lavonne) Shaw-
back of Austin, Henry (Arlis) 
Shawback, Jr. of Blooming Prai-
rie, Raymond Shawback of Texas; 
many nieces and nephews and 
great-nieces and great-nephews.  
He was preceded in death by his 
parents; daughter Luella; siblings 

Marion Peterson, John Shaw-
back, Leland Shawback, Joseph 
Shawback, Mervin Shawback, and 
Carol Decker; close family friend 
Roger Amundson.

Memorial services will be held at 
11:00 A.M. on Wednesday, August 
23, 2017 at First Lutheran Church 
in Blooming Prairie with Pastor 
Heidi Heimgartner officiating.  
The Shawback Family will greet 
friends on Tuesday, August 22nd 
from 5:00 to 8:00 P.M. at Worlein 
Blooming Prairie Funeral Home, 

and will continue on Wednesday 
morning for one hour prior to ser-
vices at church.  Condolences may 
be expressed to the family online at 
www.worlein.com.

Dear Sandy,
Medicare fraud costs taxpay-

ers more than $60 billion every 
year, making it one of the most 
profitable crimes in America. 
Here’s what you should know, 
along with some tips for pre-
venting, detecting and reporting 
it, if it happens to you.

What is Medicare fraud?
In a nutshell, Medicare fraud 

happens when Medicare is pur-
posely billed for services or sup-
plies that were never provided or 
received.  

What You Can Do

The best way for you to spot 
Medicare fraud is to review your 
quarterly Medicare Summary 
Notices (MSN) or your Expla-
nation of Benefits (EOB). Be 
on the lookout for things like 
charges for medical services, 
medications or equipment you 
didn’t get, dates of services and 
charges that look unfamiliar, or 
if you were billed for the same 
thing twice. You can also check 
your Medicare claims early on-
line at MyMedicare.gov (you’ll 
need to create an account first), 
or by calling Medicare at 800-

633-4227.
Send your senior questions to: 

Savvy Senior, P.O. Box 5443, 
Norman, OK 73070, or visit 
SavvySenior.org. Jim Miller is 
a contributor to the NBC Today 
show and author of “The Savvy 
Senior” book.

The family of 
Marlene Quaintance 

wants to thank the staff at 
Birchwood Cottages and 

Homestead Hospice 
House, of Owatonna, 

for the care given to our 
sister, aunt and great-
aunt.  Knowing how 

busy each of you were 
Marlene appreciated the 

help and care you 
gave her.

We would also like 
to thank the family/

individual that gave a 
memorial but didn’t sign 
the card; your caring is 

appreciated.

Thank you to all,
Marlene’s Family

Thank you

How to Guard Against 
Medicare Fraud
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Lutheran

AURORA LUTHERAN  
6329 SE 38th St., Owatonna 

Pastor Stephanie Wood
(507) 676-5696

Trinity Lutheran Church (5881 118th 
St, Blooming Prairie) Joint summer 

worship, Sundays at 9:00 am
(Location rotates between Aurora and 
Trinity, beginning with Trinity on June 

4th), Check the website for specific 
dates: www.auroratrinitylutheran.org

TRINITY LUTHERAN  
CHURCH 

5881 S.E. 118th St., Blooming Prairie 
Pastor Stephanie Wood

(507) 676-5696 
Aurora Lutheran Church (6329 SE 
38th St, Owatonna) Joint summer 

worship, Sundays at 9:00 am
(Location rotates between Aurora and 

Trinity, beginning with Trinity on 
June 4) Check the website for specific 
dates: www.auroratrinitylutheran.org

FIRST LUTHERAN 
CHURCH—ELCA 

434 First St. SW., Blooming Prairie 
Jeff Sandgren, Interim Pastor

Heidi Heimgartner, Associate Pastor 
(507) 583-6621  

firstlutheranbp.com 
Worship: 9 a.m.  

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH 
8953 S.W. 37th Ave., Hope         

Pastor Sandy Miller 
(507) 451-3854 

Services: 9 a.m. Sunday School, 
Adult Ed: 10:15 a.m.

GOOD SHEPHERD 
LUTHERAN—LCMS 

2500 Seventh Ave. N.E., Owatonna 
The Rev. Mark Rosenau,  

the Rev. Gregory Schlicker  
(507) 451-4125 

www.goodshephardowatonna.com 
Services: 8 a.m., 9:15 a.m. &  

10:30 a.m. Sunday 
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m.  

PONTOPPIDAN LUTHERAN 
CHURCH

9651 SW 75th Street Ellendale 
(507)465-8366

Family Choir 9:00-9:15 a.m.
Sunday School/Adult Education  

9:15 a.m. Sunday, Worship 10:15 a.m.
ST. MICHAEL’S  

LUTHERAN—ELCA 
30450 570th Ave., Waltham 

Minister Dwight DoBell 
(507) 567-2474 

Service: 8:30 a.m. Sunday 
RED OAK GROVE  

LUTHERAN—ELCA 
30456 Mower-Freeborn Road, Austin 

Pastor Lindsay Stolen 
(507) 583-2038 or (507) 437-3000 

www.roglutheran.org 
Service: 9 a.m. Sunday 

Sunday School (Sept-May): 10:15 a.m.
REDEEMER LUTHERAN  

CHURCH—LCMS 
1054 Truman Ave., Owatonna 

Pastor Kirk Griebel 
(507) 451-2720 

www.redeemerowatonna.org 
Service: 9 a.m. Sunday 

Sunday School: 10:15 a.m.
ST. JOHN LUTHERAN 

CHURCH —LCMS 
4532 S.E. 84th Ave., Claremont 

The Rev. Alan Broadwell 
(507) 528-2404 

sjlcoffice@frontiernet.net 
Weekly Church Services:  

Saturday Evening at 7 p.m. with Holy 
Communion, Sunday Morning at 

10:30 a.m. with Holy Communion 
offered during the 2nd and 4th Sunday 

of each month. 

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN  
CHURCH—LCMS 

28959 630th Ave., Sargeant 
Pastor Collin Duling 

Service: 10:15 a.m. Sunday 
Sunday School: 9 a.m.

TRINITY LUTHERAN  
CHURCH—ELCA 

104 First St. S.E., Hayfield 
The Rev. Paul Hauschild 

(507) 477-2248 
www.trinityhayfield.org 

Services: 8 & 10:30 a.m. Sunday 
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m.

TRINITY LUTHERAN—LCMS 
57403 300th St., Waltham 
Pastor Jesse Krusemark 

(507) 567-2272 
Service: 10:15 a.m. Sunday 

Sunday School: 9 a.m.
ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN—LCMS 

202 E. Park Ave., Hollandale 
Pastor Jesse Krusemark 

(507) 567-2272 
Service: 8:00 a.m. Sunday  
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.

COMMUNITY LUTHERAN 
CHURCH—ELCA 

106 Third St. S.E., Geneva 
Pastor Kristen Venne 

(507) 256-4288 

Service: 9:30 a.m. Sunday 
ZION LUTHERAN 
CHURCH - ELCA 

7126 SW 98th St., Ellendale
Interim Pastor Cheryl D. Indehar 

(507) 451-2165 
Worship 8:00 AM

TRINITY LUTHERAN 
CHURCH—LCMS 

108 Third Ave S.W., Medford  
Pastor Mark Biebighauser 

(507) 451-0447 
Service: 9 a.m. Sunday 

Education hour: 10 a.m.
   ST PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
    2781 S.W. 92nd Ave., Meriden

Interim Pastor Cheryl D. Indehar 
    (507) 451-2165
Worship 9:30 a.m.

TRINITY LUTHERAN 
CHURCH—ELCA

609 Lincoln Ave., Owatonna
Todd Buegler, Senior Pastor

Dean Smith, Associate Pastor
(507) 451-4520 www.tlcowatonna.org

Worship Services: Saturday: 5 p.m. 
Sunday: 8:15 & 9:30 a.m.

Sunday: 10:45 a.m. Comtemporary
Holy Communion served 

All Saturdays & 1st/3rd Sundays
8:15 & 9:30 am Sunday School

FIRST LUTHERAN 
CHURCH, AFLC                                           

Ellendale, Minnesota                
Pastor Richard Sliper            

Saturday - 8 a.m. Men’s Bible 
Study Sunday - 9 a.m. Worship: 

10:10 Coffee and Fellowship                                  
Tuesday - 6 a.m. Call to Prayer, open 
to all Churches; 7 p.m. Call to Prayer              
Wednesday - 9:30 a.m. Bible Study; 

6 p.m. Call to Prayer; 6:15 Hands 
of Praise; 6:30 Confirmation;              

6:30 p.m. Youth Group
MOLAND LUTHERAN CHURCH

7618 NE 84 Ave, Kenyon
Pastor Nancy Edwardson

(507) 789-6666
(Sept. -  May) 10:45 a.m. Worship
(June - Aug.) 9:00 a.m. Worship

9:30 a.m. Sunday School

Catholic

SACRED HEART CATHOLIC 
150 NE Second St. Hayfield 
The Rev. Thomas Niehaus 

(507) 477-2256 
Sunday Mass: 8 a.m. 

Reconciliation: Before Mass
Adoration: Thursdays 9 to noon

ST. COLUMBANUS  
CATHOLIC PARISH 

114 E. Main St., Blooming Prairie 
The Rev. Thomas Niehaus

(507) 583-2784
stcolumbanuschurch.com 

Sunday Mass: 10 a.m. Sunday. 
Office hours: M-F, 9 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

CHURCH OF ALL SAINTS 
307 First St. SW., New Richland 

The Rev. Raul Silva, Pastor
The Rev. Adam McMillan,  

Parochial Vicar
(507) 465-8217

Saturday Mass: 5:00 p.m.

HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC  
CHURCH OF LITOMYSL 

9946 SE 24th Ave., Owatonna 
The Rev. John Sauer, Pastor 

Fr. Jose Morales,  
Weekend Presider  

(507) 451-1588 
www.litomysl.webs.com 

Reconciliation: after Mass 1st Sunday 
Sunday Mass: 9:30 a.m.

Litomysl Summer Festival, Sunday July 
30 10 a.m. 

Polka Mass Festival 11- 4:30 p.m.

SACRED HEART PARISH

810 S. Cedar Ave., Owatonna 
The Rev. John Sauer

The Rev. Jose Morales,
Parochial Vicar 
(507) 451-1588 

www.sacredheartowatonna.org 
Sunday Mass: Vigil 5 p.m. Saturday, 

8:30 a.m., & 10 a.m. 
Spanish Mass: 11:45 a.m. Sunday

Daily Mass: 7:15 a.m.
Reconciliation: 4 p.m. Saturday

Adoration: Thursdays 9 a.m.- 10 p.m.

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC PARISH
512 S Elm, Owatonna • 507-451-4845

Fr. Kevin Connolly
Deacon Patrick Fagan

Sat. Mass: 4 p.m.
Sunday Mass: 8 a.m. & 10 a.m.

Reconciliation 3-3:30 p.m. Saturday
Daily Mass 8 a.m. Tues., Wed. & Fri
(Communion Service 8 a.m. Thursday)

Adoration Chapel avail Mon-Fri 
7 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. key fob 
required after hrs or wknds

CHURCH OF CHRIST THE KING
205 NW Second Ave., Medford

(507) 451-6353
Fr. Kevin Connolly, Pastor

Deacon Patrick Fagan
Sunday Mass: 8:30 a.m.
Monday Mass: 9 a.m.

Christian

CHRIST COMMUNITY 
COVENANT CHURCH

540 18th St. SE, Owatonna
Dr. V. Brent Carlson, Pastor

507-451-1032
Sunday Worship 9:00 a.m.

Connections 10:15 a.m.

DESTINY CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Owatonna Campus

422 W. North Street, Owatonna
Pastors Pastors Tyler & Jessica 

Braucht
507-254-8514 www.destinycc.org

Service: 10 a.m. Sunday

FIRST UNITED PENTECOSTAL 
CHURCH OF OWATONNA
230 Locust Ave, Owatonna
Pastor Eliazar Talamantes

(507) 363-3046
www.upcowatonna.com

Sundat Service: 10am

Methodist

BLOOMING GROVE UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 
43089 180th St., Medford 

(7 miles west of Medford on CR 23) 
Pastor Cindy Kennedy 

(507) 835-8726 
Service: 10:45 a.m. Sunday 

Sunday School: 9:45 a.m. Sunday
ELLENDALE UNITED  

METHODIST CHURCH 
200 Sixth St. N.W., Ellendale 

Pastor Randy Cirksena 
(507) 684-2731 

www.ellendaleumc.org 
Services: 9:30 a.m. Sunday 

Free home style meal on the first 
Sunday of the month through Dec. 

2016. Worship is at 10:30 a.m. 
followed by the free meal at  
11:30 a.m. All are welcome. 

OWATONNA UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

815 E. University, Owatonna
Loren Olson, Pastor

Linda Boorman, Associate Pastor
(507) 451-4734

www.owatonnaumc.org
Traditional Worship: 9 a.m. Sunday
 Contemporary Worship: 10:45 a.m.

Church School/Adult Classes: 10 a.m.
*Starting June 4, there will be one 

service at 9 a.m. followed by coffee time.

Non-Denominational 

BRIDGES OF HOPE 
COMMUNITY CHURCH 

130 East Bridge St, Owatonna, 
Pastor Keith Haskell 

507-215-2249 
Sundays 10:00 AM 

Coffee Fellowship starts at 9:30 a.m. 
Reformers Unamimous Meetings 

Fridays at 7 p.m.
CEDAR CREEK CHURCH 
30 E. Main St. P.O. Box 224, 

Hayfield 
Pastor Aaron de Neui 

(507) 477-2255 
www.cedarcreekchurch.org 

Service: 10 a.m. Sunday
ELEVATION NORTH CHURCH  

2002 Austin Rd.
Pastor Doug Jones

(507) 363-3099
www.elevationnorth.blogspot.com

Sun 10 a.m. English Service 
10:30 a.m. Service & Kids Zone  

2 p.m. Spanish Service
Wed. 7:00 Bible Study 

Fri 7:00 Spanish Outreach

NEW BEGINNINGS 
CHURCH 

332 14th St. N.E., Owatonna 
Pastor Scott Peterson 

(507) 721-1366 
Service: 10 a.m. Sunday 

Gateway Connection: 6 p.m. Sunday

DESTINY CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
Owatonna Campus 

422 W. North Street, Owatonna 
Pastors Sam and Cheri Benson 

507-254-8514 
www.destinycc.org 

Service: 10 a.m. Sunday 

SIMPLE CHURCH 
Pastor Todd Lundgren 

507-451-5661 
Sundays 9:30 

Meeting in the Country Goods 
building across the  

freeway from Cabela’s. 
Other gatherings? Please call.

Mennonite

PRAIRIE MENNONITE CHURCH 
13638 750th St., Blooming Prairie 

Dennis Martin 
(507) 583-2081 & (507) 477-3216 

Services: 7:30 p.m.Wednesday 
and 10:30 a.m. Sunday  

Sunday School: 9:30 a.m. 

Mormon

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST 
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS 

404 31st St. N.W.,  Austin 
Bishop Rick Bremner 

(507) 433-9042 
Service: 9 a.m.-10:10 a.m. 

Presbyterian

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH 

109 E. Main St., Hayfield 
Pastor Steven Robertson 

(507) 477-2631 
Service: 10 a.m. Sunday 

Seventh-Day Adventist

SEVENTH-DAY  
ADVENTIST CHURCH 

2373 Seventh Ave. N.E., Owatonna 
Pastor Robert Brauer 

(507) 340-7143 
Service: 11 a.m. Saturday 

Sabbath School: 9:30 a.m. Saturday

UCC

CONGREGATIONAL UNITED 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

211 Main St. S., Medford 
Pastor Louise Bender 

(507) 451-4596 
Confirmation: 9 a.m. Sunday 

Service: 10 a.m. Sunday 
Sunday School: 10 a.m. Sunday 

Assembly of God

VIBRANT LIFE  
ASSEMBLY OF GOD 

702 Third St. S., Ellendale 
Pastor Patrick Stitt 

(507) 684-3421 
Service: 10:30 a.m. Sunday 

Sunday School: 9 a.m. 
vibrantlifeag.com

Baptist

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
104 First Ave. N.E.,  
Blooming Prairie 

Pastor Matt Fennell 
(507) 583-2673 

Services: 6:30 p.m. Wednesday 
and 10 a.m. & 11:30 a.m. Sunday 

Sunday School: 9 a.m. Sunday

Locally Owned & Operated
237 Hwy. Ave. S.

Blooming Prairie
507-583-6671

411 East Main Street
507-583-4431

118 5th Ave.
Ellendale

507-684-2471
Andy & Mary Lerberg

LERBERG’S 
FITNESS 
CENTER
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132 2nd Ave NE
Blooming Prairie
507.583.6613

FREE 
CONSULTATION

Westfield Lutheran Church located east of Blooming Prairie celebrated its 
100th anniversary Sunday.

Several early immigrants, including the Anderson, Lee, Madson, Knutson, 
Hensrud, Trom and others joined together to build the church in 1917.  After 
gathering for many years in neighboring homes and the local schoolhouse kitty-
corner from the church grounds, it was time to build a church.  Several neighbors 
had already buried family members, including infant children, in the cemetery 
adjoining the church.  

Ed Trom, the chief architect, drew inspiration for Westfield Lutheran Church 
from his childhood church in Hemsedal, Norway. As a child, Ed eagerly watched 
construction of the new church in Hemsedal that was constructed in 1878, the 
same year that the old stave church, which stood for centuries, was torn down.  
The new church was built on the Skadengard (now Kyrkjeboen) farm.  Hemsedal 
Church was constructed in the style that was common for country churches in 
Norway at that time. The original church in Hemsedal is constructed of wood.  
The tower is constructed of a boarded framework while the remaining structure is 
mainly timbered and further weatherproofed and insulated with vertically stand-
ing boards inside and out.  Both the aisle and the chancel are barrel-arched. There 
are three stained-glass windows in the chancel area.  The center pictures the Good 
Shepherd with a citation from John 10:11 that reads, of course in Norwegian, “I 
am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.”

Hemsedal Church has seating capacity for approximately 350.  Many of the 
artifacts from the original stave church were moved to the new church, including 
the altar piece from 1715 with the motif from the Ascension and a painting from 
1716 with a motif from the Last Supper.  Most notably, the old church bells from 
the middle ages are also housed in the new church.  

Westfield Lutheran Church is remarkably similar to Hemsedal Church.  Like 
the church in Hemsedal, Westfield Lutheran is constructed of wood. The tower 
is constructed of a boarded framework while the remaining structure is mainly 
timbered.  Both the aisle and the chancel are A-framed, reminiscent of the bar-
rel-arched aisle and chancel of the Hemsedal church.  Similar to the church in 
Hemsedal, there are three stained-glass windows in the chancel area and a semi-
circle kneeling area that surrounds a statue of Jesus Christ.  Westfield Lutheran 
Church boasts a large stained-glass window in the rear of the church that admits 
beautiful sunrays during Sunday services. And, of course, no one can escape the 
sound of the church bell that summons parishioners to services.  The bell was 
transported on a horse-drawn hay rack from a Presbyterian Church near Valasity 
(just north of Hayfield) across rugged country roads.  They carefully employed a 
rope and pulley to hang the church bell from a sturdy oak branch, which remains 
today. 

Neighbors gathered each Sunday at Westfield Lutheran Church. During the 
early years, families arrived via horse-drawn buggies and, of course, horse-drawn 
cutters during the winter months.  While the men tied up the horses, women and 
children entered the church and routinely sat on the north side of the church.  The 
men sat on the south side of church, until one Sunday when Herbie Kittleson 
arrived with a young woman from Arkansas, his soon-to-be wife, Fairy, and sat 
next to her on the north side of the church.  

In approximately 1933, the schoolhouse that sat kitty-corner to the church 
burned down.  Neighborhood children attended classes in the church basement 
for nearly a year while neighbors constructed a new school.

Pastor Rasmussen served as the local minister for over 30 years, and his wife 
played the pump organ each Sunday.  During the late fall and winter months, 

services occurred in the afternoon. Once spring arrived, church services occurred 
during the morning.  Several weddings, baptisms and funerals took place in the 
church over the years.  

Women of the church, members of Ladies Aid, gathered for lunch and devo-
tions once a month, while their young children played together.  A special Christ-
mas program occurred every year, and each child received a treasured bag of hard 
candy and chocolate drops. Chris Lee, a farmer immediately to the north, sold 
the land for construction of the church and adjoining cemetery.  Each summer, he 
mowed the church and cemetery grounds with a horse-drawn mower. Following 
Pastor Rasmussen’s long tenure, Pastor Fitzgerald served as the local minister for 
several years until the church eventually closed in the 1950s.  Pastor Fitzgerald’s 
favorite saying, “Oh, life of many sorrows,” frequently was cut short as he had to 
stop and swat bees.  

Led primarily by the efforts of Evelyn Trom, work to restore the church com-
menced during the 1970s. Through the generous donations of local farm families, 
neighbors and others, this beautiful church has been lovingly restored. Crumbling 
at its foundation, the church was lifted from its original foundation and placed 
upon supporting beams while a new foundation was constructed.  Beautiful stain 
glass windows adorn the church.  Electricity and light fixtures were added to the 
church structure. Eventually, a new roof and siding complimented the original 
church structure.   

Westfield Lutheran stands as a testament to the abiding faith of the early farm 
families who settled Westfield Township. Yet today, 100 years later, faith abides.

FOR THAT HOMETOWN 
PERSONAL TOUCH

Hwy. 218
Blooming Prairie

507-583-2018
Owatonna

121 W. Broadway St.

507-451-0193

Mike Bishman

322 East Main St.
Blooming Prairie

507-583-2276

FLOOR 
TECH S U P P E R  C L U B

27017 US Highway 218 • Austin
(507) 433-7841

Open daily 
at 11:am

Pentecostal

1180 Frontage Rd E • Owatonna
507-455-9551

www.owatonnagranite.com

“Creating Your Story in Stone”411 East Main Street
507-583-4431

Westfield Lutheran Church marks 100th anniversary

Steele County Times • Tuesday, August 29, 2017 • 3B 



507.446.8900
2365 43rd St. NW • Owatonna

BridalRecreation

Hwy 218 S.
Blooming Prairie

www.minersoutdoor.com • 507-583-2712

Outdoor Power Equipment, 
Golf Carts, ATV, Sales Service, 

Parts & Accessories

Construction

Accountants
Steele County Times Professional Directory

Johnson Construction 
& Tree Service

Tree & Stump Removal •Trimming & Topping •Tree Moving 
Lot Clearing • Backhoe/Skidloader • Hauling General Construction

24 Hr. Emergency Services • Year Round Work • Licensed & Insured
KYLE JOHNSON • 507-583-7592
AUSTIN & BLOOMING PRAIRIE

Construction

Funeral Planning
A Simple, Thoughtful Act of Caring

PREARRANGEMENT & PREFUNDING

Worlein Blooming Prairie Funeral Home
418 Highway Ave S. ,Blooming Prairie, MN

Mary Kittelson
NFDA Certified Preplanning Consultant • Licensed Agent - Purple Cross Plans

507-583-7561
www.worlein.com

Automotive

ROD & TESS KOSTER, Owners
Bus: 507-583-2018 • Fax: 507-583-2317

Hwy. 218 • Blooming Prairie
www.kostercarkorner.com

FOR THAT HOMETOWN PERSONAL TOUCH

Garbage
SKJEVELAND ENTERPRISES

YOU CAN
 COUNT ON US!

Sanitation & Recycling Services
Pride in service since 2007

• Sanitation & Recycling Services
• Roll-Offs & Dumpsters
• Rubbish & Garbage Removal

Contact Skjeveland Enterprises today!

5 0 7 - 5 2 8 - 9 9 0 0

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

Orthodontic Specialist
132 2ND AVE. NE

BLOOMING PRAIRIE

Building 

Healthy

Smiles!

Dr. Deborah J. Lien, DDS, MBSDr. Deborah J. Lien, DDS, MBS
ORTHODONTIC SPECIALIST

507.583.6613drdeborahlienorthodontics.com

FREE CONSULTATIONS

J.A. Gwilt Siders, Inc.
Siding,  Windows,  Gutters,  Roof ing & Decks

Known for our exceptional quality of material and labor.

Call 507-456-1504 
for your FREE 

estimates!
Serving Steele County 

for 20 years.

Open Weekends 
 August 19th - October 1st 

 Plus Labor Day & Festival 
Friday, Sept. 29th 

 Rain or Shine 
9am - 7pm • 952.444.7361  
RenaissanceFest.com 

FREE PARKING

• Live Armoured Jousting 
• 7 Theme Weekends 

• 16 Stages of Live Entertainment 
• 250 Artisan Booths for shopping 

• Food fit for a King 
• Throne of Swords 

• Mermaids, Fairies & more!

2017     Minnesota

HometownLiving

Blooming Prairie

August 29th:		   	  		
10:30am - 11:30am BPBL Storytime 
August 30th:
10:30am - 11:30am BPBL Storytime 
September 4th: 
Holiday				  

Don’t miss all the
                 “Better Choices!”

Plan your viewing with the IN FOCUS Program Guide!
Delivered to you monthly • 1 Year Member Subscription $35.

email: MBednar@KSMQ.Org or 507.481.2098

J&H LIQUOR’S:
340 E. Main St. Blooming Prairie, MN•  (507)583-7557

MARK YOUR CALENDAR:
Bar Bingo: Summer Dates
Monday at 6:30pm
August 7 & 21 September 11, 18, 25

Bloomin’ Grapevine Wine Club
Tuesday 7-8:30pm at J & H
August 8: Summer Get Together
September 12, October 3
November 2: Holiday Dazzle Wine & Beer 
Tasting
November-May dates available later.

Sunday Off-Sale: “Plan Ahead”
J & H Liquors off-sale will not be open 
on Sundays, except for certain holiday 
weekends. Holiday dates will be posted 
at J & H. 

Business for sale:
Need a career change? 
Be your own boss!
Great opportunity to own this hometown 
bar/off-sale.  
Contact Harvey for details. 

ALL EVENT DETAILS AVAILABLE AT J&H LIQUOR’S

800-248-3855
www.minimizer.com

Blooming Prairie

132 2nd Ave NE  | Blooming Prairie, MN
583.6613

Dr. Deborah J Lien
DDS, MBSORTHODONTIC SPECIALIST

GIVE THEM EVERY 
REASON TO SMILE

Event Spotlight:
Pancake breakfast set at First Lutheran

There will be a pancake breakfast fundraiser on Sunday, 
Sept. 10 from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. at First Lutheran Church 
in Blooming Prairie. The fundraiser will provide Lutheran 
College scholarships. The breakfast is a free-will offering.
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•  Receive student loan and tuition help for yourself, 

your child or grandchild
•  Full-time positions receive free health insurance 

Learn more and apply at:   
readingandmath.net
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CHANGE THE FUTURE – BECOME A TUTOR 
Get An Extra $15 Off & Free Shipping 
On Your 1st Order!
Call the number below and save an additional $15 plus get free shipping on 
your fi rst prescription order with Canada Drug Center. Expires December 
31, 2017. Offer is valid for prescription orders only and can not be used in 
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Are You Still 
Paying Too Much For 
Your Medications?
You can save up to 97% when you fi ll 
your prescriptions with our Canadian 
and International prescription service.

Please note that we do not carry controlled substances and a valid prescription is required for all prescription medication orders.

Use of these services is subject to the Terms of Use and accompanying policies at www.canadadrugcenter.com.

Get an extra 

$15 off
plus 

FREE SHIPPING

Call Now: 877-210-2257 

Call Toll-free: 877-210-2257

ViagraTM    $2565.71
Typical US Brand Price for  100mg x 40

vs Sildenafi l*      
$146.00

Generic Price for 100mg x 40
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Raise it.

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspaper). 
At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to each 
newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. Please 
do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

2x2, 2x4 & 2x8 ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 8/27/2017 South

•  Help students build math skills
•  Serve 5+ hours, every school day
•  Receive student loan and tuition help for yourself, 

your child or grandchild
•  Full-time positions receive free health insurance 

Learn more and apply at:   
readingandmath.net

• HHellp sttuddedenttn s bbubuilililddd mam ththh sskikiilllls

CHANGE THE FUTURE – BECOME A TUTOR 
Get An Extra $15 Off & Free Shipping 
On Your 1st Order!
Call the number below and save an additional $15 plus get free shipping on 
your fi rst prescription order with Canada Drug Center. Expires December 
31, 2017. Offer is valid for prescription orders only and can not be used in 

conjunction with any other offers. Valid for new customers only. One time use per household. Use 
code 15FREE to receive this special offer.

Are You Still 
Paying Too Much For 
Your Medications?
You can save up to 97% when you fi ll 
your prescriptions with our Canadian 
and International prescription service.

Please note that we do not carry controlled substances and a valid prescription is required for all prescription medication orders.

Use of these services is subject to the Terms of Use and accompanying policies at www.canadadrugcenter.com.

Get an extra 

$15 off
plus 

FREE SHIPPING

Call Now: 877-210-2257 

Call Toll-free: 877-210-2257

ViagraTM    $2565.71
Typical US Brand Price for  100mg x 40

vs Sildenafi l*      
$146.00

Generic Price for 100mg x 40

Rosuvastatin* 
$148

Our Price

Generic equivalent of CrestorTM

Generic price for for 40mg x 100

CrestorTM 
$914.18

Their Price

Typical US Brand Price
 for 40mg x 100

Uneven 
concrete?

Free Estimates! Call Today.
1-800-795-1204

Don’t replace it, 
Raise it.

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspaper). 
At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to each 
newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. Please 
do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

2x2, 2x4 & 2x8 ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 8/27/2017 South

•  Help students build math skills
•  Serve 5+ hours, every school day
•  Receive student loan and tuition help for yourself, 

your child or grandchild
•  Full-time positions receive free health insurance 

Learn more and apply at:   
readingandmath.net

• HHellp sttuddedenttn s bbubuilililddd mam ththh sskikiilllls

CHANGE THE FUTURE – BECOME A TUTOR 
Get An Extra $15 Off & Free Shipping 
On Your 1st Order!
Call the number below and save an additional $15 plus get free shipping on 
your fi rst prescription order with Canada Drug Center. Expires December 
31, 2017. Offer is valid for prescription orders only and can not be used in 

conjunction with any other offers. Valid for new customers only. One time use per household. Use 
code 15FREE to receive this special offer.

Are You Still 
Paying Too Much For 
Your Medications?
You can save up to 97% when you fi ll 
your prescriptions with our Canadian 
and International prescription service.

Please note that we do not carry controlled substances and a valid prescription is required for all prescription medication orders.

Use of these services is subject to the Terms of Use and accompanying policies at www.canadadrugcenter.com.

Get an extra 

$15 off
plus 

FREE SHIPPING

Call Now: 877-210-2257 

Call Toll-free: 877-210-2257

ViagraTM    $2565.71
Typical US Brand Price for  100mg x 40

vs Sildenafi l*      
$146.00

Generic Price for 100mg x 40

Rosuvastatin* 
$148

Our Price

Generic equivalent of CrestorTM

Generic price for for 40mg x 100

CrestorTM 
$914.18

Their Price

Typical US Brand Price
 for 40mg x 100

Uneven 
concrete?

Free Estimates! Call Today.
1-800-795-1204

Don’t replace it, 
Raise it.

Event Spotlight:
Hoedown deferred to later date

The Steele County Historical Society is deferring an 
upcoming fundraiser to a future date, officials announced.

The society’s Hoedown and Chuck Wagon Supper will not 
take place at this time because of the Ratzloff fundraiser. 

If you have purchased a ticket for the event, a full refund 
will be issued. 

Event Spotlight:
Buffet breakfast set for veterans memorial

The Blooming Prairie Veterans Memorial Breakfast 
Buffet fundraiser and silent auction will take place on 
Sunday, Sept. 24 at the Servicemen’s Club in Blooming 
Prairie. The fundraiser will run from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. The 
buffet is a free-will offering.

The buffet will consist of pancakes, French toast, eggs, 
sausages and beverages. 

All the money raised at the breakfast will go toward the 
construction of the BP Veterans Memorial. 

If anyone would like to donate can goods, baked goods, 
handmade items or specialty gifts for the silent auction 
baskets, please contact Marilyn Meshke at 507-583-2439 or 
Sandy Jones at 507-583-2722.

Event Spotlight:
St. Columbanus to hold potluck

New to the Blooming Prairie area or wanting to start your 
child in a Catholic Religious Education program? Come to 
St. Columbanus Catholic Church on Wednesday, Sept. 6! 
There will be a potluck at 6:30 p.m. in the lower level hall, 
and a formal meeting will start at 7 p.m. 
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Open Monday & Thursday till 8 p.m.
Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday till 5 p.m.
Saturday till 3 p.m.

507-256-7258

101 North Central Ave • Geneva, MN

www.sorensonsappliance.com

Mary
Kittleson

NFDA Certified
Pre-Planning
Consultant

• Personalized Pre-Arrangement
• PreFunding 
• Purple Cross Plans
• Continuing Care
• Grief Support Resources

418 Hwy Ave. S. • Blooming Prairie, MN
 (507) 583-7561

Blooming Prairie
Public Utilities

(507) 583-6683
Blooming Prairie, MN

1180 Frontage Rd. E, 
Owatonna, MN

507-455-9551 
OwatonnaGranite.com

Visit all of  these advertisers from their ads on our website: www.steeledodgenews.com

											         

Support the fighters, Admire the survivors, Honor the taken.

Cancer Corner

Sponsored by

Krejci

If you're an avid NASCAR racing fan, be 
sure to attend the Blooming Prairie Cancer 
Group's Benefit Auction on Friday, Sept. 8 and 
Saturday, Sept. 9 at the Big Tent next to The 
Cue Company.

An autographed Ford racing helmet will be 
on the docket for one of the auction nights. Both 
Friday and Saturday auctions start at 7 p.m.

The racing helmet contains autographs of 
four drivers including that of Kurt Busch, win-
ner of the 2017 Daytona 500 race. Busch drives 
the No. 41 Ford Fusion car.

Still in the mood for Ford Motor Company 
items, be sure to put your eyes on a handmade 
outdoor bench designed with a vintage Ford tail 
gate as the back of the bench. The unique bench 
is handcrafted by Doug Hillson, Krejci Ford 
service manager.

If you're a loyal Scandinavian, you may wish 
to bid on tickets for the annual First Lutheran 
Church Lutefisk dinner to be held on Oct. 17, 
2017.

Let's take a look at some of the other donated 
auction items:

• Two five-course gourmet dinners; lots of 
baked goods; two large hanging flower baskets 
from Yoder's Greenhouse in St. Charles (drive 
by Cheri Krejci's house to see some of the col-
orful baskets); handmade barn toy box; meat 
smoker; three tool boxes filled with tools;

• Several pieces of unique furniture; golf 
packages; Swedish weaved blanket made by 
Dorothy Trom; Yetti cooler; Amazon Echo; 
three-night stay at Vacation Land in northern 
Minnesota; green and red tractor wars with bat-

tery operated riding toys; battery operated toy 
fire truck;

• Fisher-Price playhouse; ladies bicycle do-
nated by B to Z Hardware; weekend house 
boat rental; two collector tractors; six hooded 
BP Cancer Group sweatshirts with new design 
from Sportstitch; two different visits to winer-
ies; Minnesota Vikings cribbage board;

• Chanhassen Theatre dinner tickets; Con-
nie's Coins, two hearts and a pig piggy bank, 
one filled with all pennies, one with all quarters 
and one with assorted coins and two coin col-
lections

NOTE: Look for more Cancer Corner auc-
tion photos in the Sept. 5 issue of The Times.

Blooming
Prairie Cancer

Submitted photo

By HOWARD LESTRUD 
Staff Writer
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STEELE-DODGE BUSINESS

Building a better mousetrap

It’s been the struggle for the 
ages. Man vs pest. Man conquers 
pest. Rest of pest’s family returns and 
conquers man.

There’s nothing as unsavory 
as unwanted ants to the picnic, 
mosquitoes disrupting your romantic 
sunset or your early morning trip to the 
pantry to find that a rodent has been 
chowing down on your Lucky Charms. 

There is a made in America company 
that hits even closer to home in the 
war against pests. Your next “better 
mousetrap” could be designed and built 
right here in Ellendale. 

Woodstream Corporation of 
Ellendale has a 60,000-square foot 
building that uses 40,000 square feet 
of manufacturing space and 20,000 
square feet of warehouse space. With 
58 full time people and an additional 50 
or so seasonal workers, this facility runs 
at a fervent hum all year long. 

The workforce runs 24/7 for about 
five months out of the year and this 
time of year, the plant is jumping, 
getting orders out for the spring rush as 
warmer weather brings not only a new 
crop of pests, but a larger demand to fill 
the big box store demands.

The Ellendale plant is one 
of nine plants/distribution centers that 
brandish the Woodstream name with 

other operations set up in Shenzhen 
in China, Rutland in the UK, Brampton 
in Ontario, Canada, Mechanicsburg, 
Pennsylvania, St. Joseph, 
Missouri, Knoxville, Tennessee, Denton, 
Texas, and corporate headquarters in 
Lititz, Pennsylvania. 

The local operation sends out 
about 40 percent of product to 
the final distribution centers in St. 
Joe and Mechanicsburg, while the 
other 60 percent are components 
made at the Ellendale facility. Most of 
the components are shipped to the 
Knoxville or Lititz plant for assembly 
and shipping. 

The building, which has seen plastic 
injections operations for several years 
was purchased from Zareba and North 
Central Plastics in 2010. Woodstream 
still maintains the product line for 
Zareba as well as manufacturing for 
other well-known pet care and pest 
control companies such as Victor, 
Fi-Shock, Perky-Pet, Terro, Rutland 
electric fencing, Red Snap’r, Sweeneys, 
Havahart, ElectroBraid fencing, Dr. T’s, 
and Mosquito Magnet. 

At present, the plant runs 22 molding, 
2 extrusion lines and 10 assembly 
lines.  The man at the pulse of the 
entire operation is Sr. Director of 
Molding Operations, Bryan Haugen, 
who has been with the company since 
2011. Haugen, a central Minnesota 
native now living with his family in 

Waseca, is no stranger to extrusion and 
injection molding plants and comes with 
28 years of experience. 

Back in 1989 he got his start 
at Schwann’s, molding ice cream 
containers in Marshall, Minnesota. 
From there he managed plant 
operations for various companies 
in Fremont, Indiana, (Letica) 
and Kohler, Wisconsin, (Spartech.) and 
Mankato, (Spartech, now 
Poly One Corp.). 

A feature of Woodstream is its vision 
to take new products off the drawing 
board and into production.

“All new items are usually developed 
at our corporate headquarters in 
Lititz,” said Haugen. “We put a lot 
into research and development and 
can usually take a new product to 
production in six months or less.” 

To keep up with industry standards 
and new technology, the company 
is always looking to stay ahead of 
the hoard of evolving pests and 
in addition to inventing a better 
mousetrap, they are also on the 
cutting edge of protecting the pets we 
domesticate, creating better boundaries 
for the animals who need to run, and 
secure housing and feeding for the 
birds.

An international presence right here 
in your own backyard.

By MARK DELAP 
Managing Editor 

The lightest, most durable, longest lasting 
truck fenders, bracket kits, and truck 
accessories in the trucking industry.
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Diaper Drive 
drop off 

locatoins
The Steele County Dia-

per Bank, founded by Owa-
tonna Hospital Foundation 
in 2013, provides a short-
term, limited supply of free 
diapers for needy infants 
and young children living in 
Steele County.  The Foun-
dation, in partnership with 
Owatonna Hospital, part of 
Allina Health, is hosting a 
community Diaper Drive on 
Saturday, June 3 in Owa-
tonna.

“We’re accepting dona-
tions of new, disposable 
diapers from preemie to 
children’s size 7, prefera-
bly in complete unopened 
packages,” said Natalie 
Ginter, director of the Owa-
tonna Hospital Foundation. 
“Financial donations are 
also welcomed as we can 
purchase diapers in bulk at 
discounted prices, so your 
gift can have an even great-
er local impact.”

“Diapers may seem like 
something most people can 
afford but there are no gov-
ernment subsidies or pro-
grams for diapers, and they 
are actually quite expen-

sive,” said Elizabeth Keck, 
social worker and health-
care coordinator at Owa-
tonna Hospital. “I’ve seen 
many parents try to extend 
the life of a diaper because 
they didn’t have the re-
sources to buy more until 
their next paycheck – that 
is where the Steele County 
Diaper Bank can help.”

Drop off your diaper do-
nations at this location:

· Cash Wise Foods
495 W North St., Fri-

day, 11 a.m.-6 p.m. (lunch 
wagon only)

Saturday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
(lunch wagon and Diaper 
Drive)

 All proceeds from the 
lunch wagon benefit the 
Steele County Diaper Bank.

 “This is always a fun 
event for a worthy cause,” 
said Keck. “I know all of the 
families who use the Diaper 
Bank are appreciative. This 
is definitely a community 
initiative, so we appreciate 
the support.”

 For more information, 
visit allinahealth.org/owa-
tonna.

Sobrack takes 
award

Lakes & Prairies Dis-
trict Exchange Division 4 
Director Randy Sobrack, 
and immediate past presi-
dent of the Exchange Club 
of Steele County, shared 
words of appreciation after 
being awarded “Exchange 
of the Year,” during the dis-
trict’s convention awards 
banquet, May 20, at the 

Best Western Holiday 
Lodge in Clear Lake, Iowa.

 The award is presented 
to an individual who has ex-
celled in Exchange during 
the 2016-17 award year It 
includes efforts in member-
ship, leadership, volunteer-
ism and active participation 
in Exchange activities. 

The Exchange Club of 
Owatonna’s Kathy Schro-
eder, who was unable to at-
tend, received an “Exchan-
gite Hall of Fame” award. 

This is given to an individu-
al who has been a member 
of Exchange for a minimum 
of 25 years. 

It is based on the con-
tributions of the individu-
al throughout the 25-plus 
years and includes all as-
pects of Exchange (club, 
district and national). 

The Lakes & Prairies Dis-
trict consists of 22 clubs lo-
cated in Minnesota, Iowa, 
and Omaha, Nebraska.

BUSINESS BRIEFS

Randy Sobrack

536 Highway 218 S.
Blooming Prairie

www.darrickspreferredauto.com  

• Loaner Cars
• Nitrogen with Tires
• Alignment Checks
• Tire Rotation

• Battery Charging & Checks
• Pickup & Delivery within 15 miles
• Service Light Code Checks
• Free Towing for the year

FREE SERVICES
(with service work)

583-9994
24/7 Towing 507-440-0093

870 32 Ave. NW, Owatonna
Emergency or on the farm repair

507-455-0388
(After hours 507-455-0483)

Mike’s
Ag & Truck Tire
REPAIR

Minimizer CEO 
Craig Kruckeberg 

named finalist 
for award

Minnesota Business 
magazine has named Minimizer 
CEO and Chief Visionary 
Craig Kruckeberg a finalist for 
one of its 2017 Manufacturing 
Awards.

Kruckeberg is one of three 
people up for Executive of the 
Year.

“It’s a huge honor,” 
Kruckeberg said.  “I have to 
give credit to the team around 
me.  Without them, Minimizer 
wouldn’t be where we are 
today.” 

Minimizer debuted the 
poly fender more than 30 
years ago, when founder Dick 
Kruckeberg sold his invention 
out of the back of his truck.  
Craig bought the company 
from his father in 2007, and 
Minimizer has since expanded 
to nearly 100 employees.

“Innovation is the name of 
our game,” Craig said.  “We’re 
constantly looking at new 

products that are tested 
and tortured to save the 
consumer time and money.”

Each year, Minnesota 
Business recognizes 
the manufacturing 
sector for outstanding 
achievements. The 
panel of judges chose 
the finalists from a 
pool of manufacturing 
companies and 

executives.
“We really appreciate 

Minnesota Business going 
to bat for the manufacturing 
sector,” Craig said.  “We 
always hear about ‘Made in 
the USA,’ and these awards 
do their part to help celebrate 
that.” 

Winners in each category 
will be announced at an awards 
event September 28th.  Both 
winners and finalists will be 
honored in the feature story of 
the all-manufacturing October 
2017 issue of Minnesota 
Business magazine.

Production 
company adds 

new team member

Limberg Productions 
announces a new member of 
the team for Owatonnalive.
com. 

Dan Paur has joined the 
Owatonna-based company as 
advertising specialist. 

“We are excited to have Dan 

join our team to assist in our 
next period of growth, which 
includes our new live streaming 
venture that launched this 
summer,” said Scott Limberg, 
owner of Limberg Productions.

Paur resides in Owatonna 
with his family. He coaches 
Owatonna varsity girls lacrosse 
and girls varsity hockey. He 
also enjoys spending time 
with his family, playing and 
watching sports and enjoying 
the great outdoors. 

Limberg Productions is a 
video production firm that 
launched in 2011. Scott 
Limberg started the company 
with a passion for documenting 
people’s stories. Owatonnalive.
com was conceived in 2012, 
bringing the plethora of 
talent, ideas and community 
communication to a central 
location. It currently has 
around 400 videos available to 
watch around the clock at your 
convenience. 

Limberg said he wants 
people to experience all the 
great things that Steele County 
has to offer at Owatonnalive.
com.

Locally grown 
lettuce coming to area

Locally grown lettuce will 
soon be coming to the dinner 
table.

A new, breakthrough 
facility that will supply 
Midwest grocers and 
restaurants with fresh lettuce 
all year long is coming to 
Steele County.

Revol Greens is currently 
under construction on the 
west side of Interstate 
35 just south of Richie 
Brothers Auction facility 
near Medford. Workers are 
building a 30,000 square foot 
greenhouse. 

A veteran team of 
greenhouse growers is 
spearheading the project. 
They are Jay Johnson, Steve 
Amundson and Marco de 
Bruin. Johnson is also the 
founder and former owner 
of Owatonna-based Bushel 
Boy Farms, one of the first 
U.S. greenhouses to grow 
tomatoes year round. The 
trio helped grow Bushel 
Boy to the largest supplier 
of locally grown tomatoes in 
Minnesota.

Johnson said his two 
partners have been 
researching the concept of 
a lettuce greenhouse for 
a while. “They have been 
putting together a business 
plan for the past couple 
years,” he said. 

Other members of the 
Revol team include Marc 
Vergeldt, a well-known 
greenhouse crop consultant, 
and Brendon Krieg, who 
formerly managed vegetable 
buying for Target.

“Our goal is to make 

Revol Greens lettuce the 
most sustainable on the 
market,” Johnson said. 
“With 100 collective 
years of greenhouse 
growing and operating 
experience, our team is 
committed to offering 
the freshest, high-quality 
lettuce to the local 
marketplace,” he added.

Johnson said 
construction should be 
completed on the facility 
later this fall. He hopes 
the first planting of seed 
will take place by the end 
of November. Lettuce 
will be available by the 
end of December.

Revol will tap the 
latest technology in 
greenhouse innovation, 
including responsible 
and sustainable growing 
practices, to grow high-
quality lettuce year 
around. The greenhouse 
will be designed to 
maximize natural light, 
growing year-round by 
supplementing with LED 
lighting during the winter 

months. 
Another bonus with the 

facility will be that it will 
use a fraction of the water 
consumed in traditional 
growing and will cover most 
of its needs by capturing rain 
and snowmelt from its roof.

According to Johnson, 
Revol will offer several 
lettuce varieties, including 
spinach, mixed greens and 
romaine. “They will all 
be grown in a protected 
greenhouse environment 
providing optimal growing 
conditions without the use of 
pesticides or herbicides,” he 
said. 

Revol lettuce will arrive in 
area grocers and restaurants 
much faster than lettuce 
currently shipped from 
California and Arizona, 
leading to a fresher eating 
experience.

The lettuce will be shipped 
out to stores and restaurants 
within a 200 mile radius, 
Johnson said. “It will be 
delivered fresh,” he added.

Johnson said the Medford 
location was chosen because 
of its proximity to interstate 
access. “Our location, just 
south of the Twin Cities, 
gives us quick and easy 
access to Minnesota, Iowa 
and western Wisconsin 
markets, greatly reducing the 
amount of time from harvest 
to grocers’ shelves,” he said. 

Lettuce is in big demand 
right now, Johnson noted. 
“People are eating healthier,” 
he said. 

Once the greenhouse is 
operating, it will employ 
about 12 full-time people. 
Most of them will start work 
in October to gear up for the 
opening in November.
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STEELE-DODGE BUSINESS

Building a better mousetrap

It’s been the struggle for the 
ages. Man vs pest. Man conquers 
pest. Rest of pest’s family returns and 
conquers man.

There’s nothing as unsavory 
as unwanted ants to the picnic, 
mosquitoes disrupting your romantic 
sunset or your early morning trip to the 
pantry to find that a rodent has been 
chowing down on your Lucky Charms. 

There is a made in America company 
that hits even closer to home in the 
war against pests. Your next “better 
mousetrap” could be designed and built 
right here in Ellendale. 

Woodstream Corporation of 
Ellendale has a 60,000-square foot 
building that uses 40,000 square feet 
of manufacturing space and 20,000 
square feet of warehouse space. With 
58 full time people and an additional 50 
or so seasonal workers, this facility runs 
at a fervent hum all year long. 

The workforce runs 24/7 for about 
five months out of the year and this 
time of year, the plant is jumping, 
getting orders out for the spring rush as 
warmer weather brings not only a new 
crop of pests, but a larger demand to fill 
the big box store demands.

The Ellendale plant is one 
of nine plants/distribution centers that 
brandish the Woodstream name with 

other operations set up in Shenzhen 
in China, Rutland in the UK, Brampton 
in Ontario, Canada, Mechanicsburg, 
Pennsylvania, St. Joseph, 
Missouri, Knoxville, Tennessee, Denton, 
Texas, and corporate headquarters in 
Lititz, Pennsylvania. 

The local operation sends out 
about 40 percent of product to 
the final distribution centers in St. 
Joe and Mechanicsburg, while the 
other 60 percent are components 
made at the Ellendale facility. Most of 
the components are shipped to the 
Knoxville or Lititz plant for assembly 
and shipping. 

The building, which has seen plastic 
injections operations for several years 
was purchased from Zareba and North 
Central Plastics in 2010. Woodstream 
still maintains the product line for 
Zareba as well as manufacturing for 
other well-known pet care and pest 
control companies such as Victor, 
Fi-Shock, Perky-Pet, Terro, Rutland 
electric fencing, Red Snap’r, Sweeneys, 
Havahart, ElectroBraid fencing, Dr. T’s, 
and Mosquito Magnet. 

At present, the plant runs 22 molding, 
2 extrusion lines and 10 assembly 
lines.  The man at the pulse of the 
entire operation is Sr. Director of 
Molding Operations, Bryan Haugen, 
who has been with the company since 
2011. Haugen, a central Minnesota 
native now living with his family in 

Waseca, is no stranger to extrusion and 
injection molding plants and comes with 
28 years of experience. 

Back in 1989 he got his start 
at Schwann’s, molding ice cream 
containers in Marshall, Minnesota. 
From there he managed plant 
operations for various companies 
in Fremont, Indiana, (Letica) 
and Kohler, Wisconsin, (Spartech.) and 
Mankato, (Spartech, now 
Poly One Corp.). 

A feature of Woodstream is its vision 
to take new products off the drawing 
board and into production.

“All new items are usually developed 
at our corporate headquarters in 
Lititz,” said Haugen. “We put a lot 
into research and development and 
can usually take a new product to 
production in six months or less.” 

To keep up with industry standards 
and new technology, the company 
is always looking to stay ahead of 
the hoard of evolving pests and 
in addition to inventing a better 
mousetrap, they are also on the 
cutting edge of protecting the pets we 
domesticate, creating better boundaries 
for the animals who need to run, and 
secure housing and feeding for the 
birds.

An international presence right here 
in your own backyard.

By MARK DELAP 
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Diaper Drive 
drop off 

locatoins
The Steele County Dia-

per Bank, founded by Owa-
tonna Hospital Foundation 
in 2013, provides a short-
term, limited supply of free 
diapers for needy infants 
and young children living in 
Steele County.  The Foun-
dation, in partnership with 
Owatonna Hospital, part of 
Allina Health, is hosting a 
community Diaper Drive on 
Saturday, June 3 in Owa-
tonna.

“We’re accepting dona-
tions of new, disposable 
diapers from preemie to 
children’s size 7, prefera-
bly in complete unopened 
packages,” said Natalie 
Ginter, director of the Owa-
tonna Hospital Foundation. 
“Financial donations are 
also welcomed as we can 
purchase diapers in bulk at 
discounted prices, so your 
gift can have an even great-
er local impact.”

“Diapers may seem like 
something most people can 
afford but there are no gov-
ernment subsidies or pro-
grams for diapers, and they 
are actually quite expen-

sive,” said Elizabeth Keck, 
social worker and health-
care coordinator at Owa-
tonna Hospital. “I’ve seen 
many parents try to extend 
the life of a diaper because 
they didn’t have the re-
sources to buy more until 
their next paycheck – that 
is where the Steele County 
Diaper Bank can help.”

Drop off your diaper do-
nations at this location:

· Cash Wise Foods
495 W North St., Fri-

day, 11 a.m.-6 p.m. (lunch 
wagon only)

Saturday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
(lunch wagon and Diaper 
Drive)

 All proceeds from the 
lunch wagon benefit the 
Steele County Diaper Bank.

 “This is always a fun 
event for a worthy cause,” 
said Keck. “I know all of the 
families who use the Diaper 
Bank are appreciative. This 
is definitely a community 
initiative, so we appreciate 
the support.”

 For more information, 
visit allinahealth.org/owa-
tonna.

Sobrack takes 
award

Lakes & Prairies Dis-
trict Exchange Division 4 
Director Randy Sobrack, 
and immediate past presi-
dent of the Exchange Club 
of Steele County, shared 
words of appreciation after 
being awarded “Exchange 
of the Year,” during the dis-
trict’s convention awards 
banquet, May 20, at the 

Best Western Holiday 
Lodge in Clear Lake, Iowa.

 The award is presented 
to an individual who has ex-
celled in Exchange during 
the 2016-17 award year It 
includes efforts in member-
ship, leadership, volunteer-
ism and active participation 
in Exchange activities. 

The Exchange Club of 
Owatonna’s Kathy Schro-
eder, who was unable to at-
tend, received an “Exchan-
gite Hall of Fame” award. 

This is given to an individu-
al who has been a member 
of Exchange for a minimum 
of 25 years. 

It is based on the con-
tributions of the individu-
al throughout the 25-plus 
years and includes all as-
pects of Exchange (club, 
district and national). 

The Lakes & Prairies Dis-
trict consists of 22 clubs lo-
cated in Minnesota, Iowa, 
and Omaha, Nebraska.

BUSINESS BRIEFS

Randy Sobrack

Business Briefs

Greenhouse facility breaks ground near Medford

Construction is underway on a greenhouse facility that will produce 
locally grown lettuce along the frontage road of Interstate 35 just south of 
Richie Brothers Auctioneering by Medford. The greenhouse is expected 
to be completed by November with the first seeding taking place in late 
November. Revol Greens will be supplying lettuce before the end of the 
year to grocers and restaurants in a 200-mile radius around the Midwest.

Revol Greens is building a 
30,000 square foot facility 
near Medford. Once the 
facility is operational later this 
year, Revol will grow high-
quality lettuce 365 days a 
year. The greenhouse will be 
designed to maximize natural 
light, growing year-round 
by supplementing with LED 
lighting during the winter.

“Our goal is to make 
Revol Greens lettuce the 
most sustainable on the 

market.”

~Jay Johnson
 Revol Greens Owner

Floor Tech Products and Services Include:
• Laminate and hardwood flooring
• Oak wood flooring
• Maple wood flooring
• Cork flooring
• Flooring installation
• Carpet and tile flooring
• Stain resistant carpet
• Commercial carpet
• Granite tiling
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• Vinyl
• Ceramic
• Environmentally responsible floorings
• Window treatments

Floor Tech in Blooming Prairie, MN provides flooring products and services. 
We have built a reputation for great workmanship, quality, reliable, and affordable 
service. We have a wide assortment of samples available to choose from, so stop 
by our showroom and see what we have to offer.

Call Us Now for a Consultation!
Tim Wacek • 507-583-2276 • 322 E. Main, Blooming Prairie
Derek Reichl • 507-552-1637 • 2201 E. Main St., Albert Lea
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• Fausfloor
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• Ceramic Tile Works

Your source 
for all your 

flooring needs

•One Bedroom Senior Apartment 
•for elderly or disabled persons. 
•Rent is based on 30% of net income. 
•Secured entry and convenient lift 
•to second floor.

A USDA Rural Housing Project 
Call Baldus Properties LLC (507) 437-2074

Prairie Villa II 
Blooming Prairie
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Building a better mousetrap

It’s been the struggle for the 
ages. Man vs pest. Man conquers 
pest. Rest of pest’s family returns and 
conquers man.

There’s nothing as unsavory 
as unwanted ants to the picnic, 
mosquitoes disrupting your romantic 
sunset or your early morning trip to the 
pantry to find that a rodent has been 
chowing down on your Lucky Charms. 

There is a made in America company 
that hits even closer to home in the 
war against pests. Your next “better 
mousetrap” could be designed and built 
right here in Ellendale. 

Woodstream Corporation of 
Ellendale has a 60,000-square foot 
building that uses 40,000 square feet 
of manufacturing space and 20,000 
square feet of warehouse space. With 
58 full time people and an additional 50 
or so seasonal workers, this facility runs 
at a fervent hum all year long. 

The workforce runs 24/7 for about 
five months out of the year and this 
time of year, the plant is jumping, 
getting orders out for the spring rush as 
warmer weather brings not only a new 
crop of pests, but a larger demand to fill 
the big box store demands.

The Ellendale plant is one 
of nine plants/distribution centers that 
brandish the Woodstream name with 

other operations set up in Shenzhen 
in China, Rutland in the UK, Brampton 
in Ontario, Canada, Mechanicsburg, 
Pennsylvania, St. Joseph, 
Missouri, Knoxville, Tennessee, Denton, 
Texas, and corporate headquarters in 
Lititz, Pennsylvania. 

The local operation sends out 
about 40 percent of product to 
the final distribution centers in St. 
Joe and Mechanicsburg, while the 
other 60 percent are components 
made at the Ellendale facility. Most of 
the components are shipped to the 
Knoxville or Lititz plant for assembly 
and shipping. 

The building, which has seen plastic 
injections operations for several years 
was purchased from Zareba and North 
Central Plastics in 2010. Woodstream 
still maintains the product line for 
Zareba as well as manufacturing for 
other well-known pet care and pest 
control companies such as Victor, 
Fi-Shock, Perky-Pet, Terro, Rutland 
electric fencing, Red Snap’r, Sweeneys, 
Havahart, ElectroBraid fencing, Dr. T’s, 
and Mosquito Magnet. 

At present, the plant runs 22 molding, 
2 extrusion lines and 10 assembly 
lines.  The man at the pulse of the 
entire operation is Sr. Director of 
Molding Operations, Bryan Haugen, 
who has been with the company since 
2011. Haugen, a central Minnesota 
native now living with his family in 

Waseca, is no stranger to extrusion and 
injection molding plants and comes with 
28 years of experience. 

Back in 1989 he got his start 
at Schwann’s, molding ice cream 
containers in Marshall, Minnesota. 
From there he managed plant 
operations for various companies 
in Fremont, Indiana, (Letica) 
and Kohler, Wisconsin, (Spartech.) and 
Mankato, (Spartech, now 
Poly One Corp.). 

A feature of Woodstream is its vision 
to take new products off the drawing 
board and into production.

“All new items are usually developed 
at our corporate headquarters in 
Lititz,” said Haugen. “We put a lot 
into research and development and 
can usually take a new product to 
production in six months or less.” 

To keep up with industry standards 
and new technology, the company 
is always looking to stay ahead of 
the hoard of evolving pests and 
in addition to inventing a better 
mousetrap, they are also on the 
cutting edge of protecting the pets we 
domesticate, creating better boundaries 
for the animals who need to run, and 
secure housing and feeding for the 
birds.

An international presence right here 
in your own backyard.

By MARK DELAP 
Managing Editor 
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Diaper Drive 
drop off 

locatoins
The Steele County Dia-

per Bank, founded by Owa-
tonna Hospital Foundation 
in 2013, provides a short-
term, limited supply of free 
diapers for needy infants 
and young children living in 
Steele County.  The Foun-
dation, in partnership with 
Owatonna Hospital, part of 
Allina Health, is hosting a 
community Diaper Drive on 
Saturday, June 3 in Owa-
tonna.

“We’re accepting dona-
tions of new, disposable 
diapers from preemie to 
children’s size 7, prefera-
bly in complete unopened 
packages,” said Natalie 
Ginter, director of the Owa-
tonna Hospital Foundation. 
“Financial donations are 
also welcomed as we can 
purchase diapers in bulk at 
discounted prices, so your 
gift can have an even great-
er local impact.”

“Diapers may seem like 
something most people can 
afford but there are no gov-
ernment subsidies or pro-
grams for diapers, and they 
are actually quite expen-

sive,” said Elizabeth Keck, 
social worker and health-
care coordinator at Owa-
tonna Hospital. “I’ve seen 
many parents try to extend 
the life of a diaper because 
they didn’t have the re-
sources to buy more until 
their next paycheck – that 
is where the Steele County 
Diaper Bank can help.”

Drop off your diaper do-
nations at this location:

· Cash Wise Foods
495 W North St., Fri-

day, 11 a.m.-6 p.m. (lunch 
wagon only)

Saturday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
(lunch wagon and Diaper 
Drive)

 All proceeds from the 
lunch wagon benefit the 
Steele County Diaper Bank.

 “This is always a fun 
event for a worthy cause,” 
said Keck. “I know all of the 
families who use the Diaper 
Bank are appreciative. This 
is definitely a community 
initiative, so we appreciate 
the support.”

 For more information, 
visit allinahealth.org/owa-
tonna.

Sobrack takes 
award

Lakes & Prairies Dis-
trict Exchange Division 4 
Director Randy Sobrack, 
and immediate past presi-
dent of the Exchange Club 
of Steele County, shared 
words of appreciation after 
being awarded “Exchange 
of the Year,” during the dis-
trict’s convention awards 
banquet, May 20, at the 

Best Western Holiday 
Lodge in Clear Lake, Iowa.

 The award is presented 
to an individual who has ex-
celled in Exchange during 
the 2016-17 award year It 
includes efforts in member-
ship, leadership, volunteer-
ism and active participation 
in Exchange activities. 

The Exchange Club of 
Owatonna’s Kathy Schro-
eder, who was unable to at-
tend, received an “Exchan-
gite Hall of Fame” award. 

This is given to an individu-
al who has been a member 
of Exchange for a minimum 
of 25 years. 

It is based on the con-
tributions of the individu-
al throughout the 25-plus 
years and includes all as-
pects of Exchange (club, 
district and national). 

The Lakes & Prairies Dis-
trict consists of 22 clubs lo-
cated in Minnesota, Iowa, 
and Omaha, Nebraska.

BUSINESS BRIEFS

Randy Sobrack

• Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
• Spot & Stain Removal
• Deodorizing & Pet Treatment
• Stain Protection
• Commercial & Residential
• Prochem System

  Professionals Provide:
• Expert Workmanship
• Proven Cleaning Methods
• Clean, Ultra-Fresh 
  Carpets & Fabrics
• A Healthier Indoor Environment

Carpet & 
Upholstery  

Cleaning

Serving the Dodge County Area
Call for a FREE ESTIMATE

• Kasson 507-634-6985 
• Dodge Center 507-374-6806
• 1-800-569-1331

Your Local Member of the

Call for free estimates

Your Community Mental Health Center Serving…  
For 50 Years”  WITH “ Providing Positive Direction  

for Life’s Problems since 1964

507-451-2630 • WWW.SCHRC.COM • 610 FLORENCE AVE., OWATONNA, MN 
Outside Owatonna: 800-722-0590; After-Hour Emergencies: 507-455-8100; Offices in Waseca and Kasson

Arkansas native readying ‘Misplaced Magnolia’ in downtown Kasson

Finding the 
values of 
treasures

Appraisal Specialists 
Midwest, the Twin Cities 
foremost qualified personal 
property appraisers will again 
be available during Marigold 
Days in Mantorville this year. 
Bring your cherished heirlooms 
and antiques on Saturday, Sept. 
9 from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m.            

As stated by Bonnie 
Lindberg the “Treasured 
Uncovered event is like a 
antique road show experience” 
and some people who bring a 
item for appraisal stay for the 
rest of the event.

We are located on the North 
side of the Welcome Center 
under the big tent. Specialists 
Bonnie Lindberg, Jim 
Marrinan and Kevin Callahan 
love coming to Mantorville 
for Marigold Days. They 
say “ Mantorville truly is a 
Minnesota treasure”. This is 
a fun and interesting antique 
appraisal show you do not 
want to miss.

Sponsors for the Treasures 

If Jeannine Hensley was ever 
misplaced, she has certainly found her 
spot.

The Kasson resident and Arkansas 
native is establishing Misplaced 
Magnolia Southern Bistro and BBQ, 
in the former Leuthold’s Clothing and 
Shoes building at 107 W. Main St., 
Kasson. 

It’s hoped that the 
restaurant billed as 
“The Mid-South meets 
the Midwest” will 
open in early October.

“And of course the 
magnolia tree only 
grows in the South,” 
Hensley said. “And 
someone, when I first 
moved to Minnesota, 
had called me ‘The 
misplaced magnolia.’ 

So that’s where the name comes from.
“It was kind of a joke: ‘Well, you’re 

just a misplaced magnolia,’” she said. 
“And I immediately thought, ‘Oh my 
gosh, that’s a great name for a restaurant.’ 
Because I knew that I wanted to open the 
southern-themed restaurant up here in 
Minnesota. It clicked, and I liked it and 
I’ve had it written down in a notebook 
for years. So when we got ready to go, I 
just went right back to it.”

Hensley and her husband, Gerry, 
purchased the 1900 building in 2010 and 
began renovating it early this year.

Leuthold’s closed in 2006 after more 
than 140 years in business.

There was flooding in the empty 
building before Hensley came along; 
water pipes burst because the heat had 
been turned off.

The ceiling had been painted black, 
and the paint was flaking off.

“It was pretty dreary,” she said.
A company was hired to sand-blast 

the ceiling, and the Hensleys repainted 
it themselves, bringing out the old, 
exquisite detail.

The couple is removing tile flooring 

from the 1930s, which contained 
asbestos and was partially covered with 
carpeting from the ‘70s, to expose the 
original hardwood floor.

They also found original wiring, from 
the early days of electricity; old clay 
pipes that had to be removed; old plaster 
– the list continues.

“We’re trying to mix the new in with 
the old, and preserve the look of the 
building,” Hensley said. “With a building 
this old, you’ve got layers of old: You’ve 
got the ‘30s, you’ve got the ‘50s, you’ve 
got the ‘60s. You’ve just got to kind of 
chisel down, like an archaeologist, to get 
back to the bones.”

The Hensleys moved to Kasson about 
11 years ago, when Gerry was hired by 
the Mayo Clinic in Rochester. He’s now 
employed by the U.S. Army Reserve.

Their daughter, Lauren, graduated 
from Kasson-Mantorville High School 
in 2014 and is studying at Minnesota 
State University, Mankato.

“This became home, and we love it,” 
Jeannine Hensley said. “We love the 
town of Kasson, specifically. We like 
being in a small town. We love being 
able to walk to everything that we like 
to go to, to the grocery store, to the 

park, to the Fairgrounds, to Main Street. 
We love the school system. In fact, the 
school system is why we picked Kasson. 
Our daughter was only in the third grade 
when we moved to Kasson. 

“We drew a circle around Rochester 
and figured, ‘This is how far we’re going 
to drive,’ and then started what we called 
‘town-shopping,’” she said. “We went to 
all the small towns and looked to see 
what we liked, and then researched the 
school systems, and we picked Kasson 
and we couldn’t be happier.”

It will be nice, she said, for Kasson 
to have another dining option, to add 
variety and keep local dollars in Kasson.

“I think a lot of residents are excited, 
because we’ve had so many people 
just stick their head in the front door 
when they see us, and say, ‘What are 
you doing,’ ‘Oh, we can’t wait,’ ‘Oh, I 
remember when …’ Hensley said.

“I think it’s really important for us 
to start bringing some of these older 
buildings back here on Main Street, 
and not just contributing to the city, but 
contributing to the history.”

Uncover event are Old Rooster 
Antiques Rochester.

Tailgating for 
FFA

Triton FFA Alumni 
Sponsored Tailgate Party.

Come on out for a night of 
fun along with the Triton FFA 
chapter for a tailgate party.

September 22, 4:30-6:30 
p.m. Triton Bus Garage prior 
to football game. Burger Meal 
Provided. Questions Contact:

David Fitzgerald,  507-
951-0296; Robby Gilliland 
-507-272-7788; Sheryl 
Dohrmann- 507-273-7015; 
Tim Marquardt- 507-259-
3329.

SEMAC 
Announces 

Grant 
Application 

Deadline

This activity is made 
possible by the voters of 
Minnesota through grants 

from the Minnesota State Arts 
Board thanks to a legislative 
appropriation from the arts and 
cultural heritage fund.

 The Southeastern 
Minnesota Arts Council 
announces a call for proposals 
in three categories:  Arts and 
Cultural Heritage, Presenter/
Production Assistance, and 
Small Towns/Rural Areas.  All 
proposed projects must begin 
no earlier than December 1, 
2017 and be completed within 
twelve months, culminating 
in a capstone event that is 
accessible and open to the 
public.  Online applications 
will be available throughout 
September with an October 1, 
2017 submission deadline.

 SEMAC, a non-profit arts 
agency, is designated by the 
State of Minnesota Arts Board 
as the regional arts council for 
eleven southeastern Minnesota 
counties:  Dodge, Fillmore, 
Freeborn, Goodhue, Houston, 
Mower, Olmsted, Rice, Steele, 
Wabasha, and Winona.

 For information about the 
grant application process, 
eligibility, or grant writing 
assistance, contact the 

SEMAC office at 2778 D 
Commerce Dr. NW, Rochester, 
MN 55901 or call 507-281-
4848.   Information may also 
be found on our Web site at 
www.semac.org.

Small Towns/
Rural Areas 

Grants

The Small Towns/Rural 
Areas grants offer funding up 
to three thousand dollars to 
qualified applicants located in 
areas of the SEMAC Region 
with populations under 7,500.  
A 20% match is required.

 SEMAC support may be 
used for assistance in activities 
which directly involve the 
creation, performance, 
publication, or exhibition of 
art.  Applicants may include 
arts organizations, government 
entities and public or non-
religious private schools, either 
individually or in cooperation.  
These grants cannot be used 
to cover the costs of school 
residencies.

Southern cooking, 
comin’ up

By RICHARD JOHNSON 
DCI Managing Editor

Jeannine 
Hensley

Business Briefs



Foreclosure

Legal Notices
NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION OF 
THE DEBT AND IDENTITY OF THE 
ORIGINAL CREDITOR WITHIN THE 
TIME PROVIDED BY LAW IS NOT 
AFFECTED BY THIS ACTION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that 
default has occurred in conditions of 
the following described mortgage:
DATE OF MORTGAGE: 
November 22, 2010
MORTGAGOR: Ronald G Dagit 
and Shirley A Pichner as trustees of 
the Pichner/Dagit Family Trust Dated 
10-17-2005.
MORTGAGEE:  Bank 
of America, N.A..
DATE AND PLACE OF 
RECORDING:  Recorded 
December 7, 2010 Steele 
County Recorder, Document No. 
A000375225.
ASSIGNMENTS OF MORTGAGE: 
NONE                 
TRANSACTION AGENT:  NONE
TRANSACTION AGENT'S 
MORTGAGE IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER ON MORTGAGE:  NONE
LENDER OR BROKER AND 
MORTGAGE ORIGINATOR STATED 
ON MORTGAGE:  Bank of America, 
N.A.
RESIDENTIAL MORTGAGE 
SERVICER:  Bank of America, N.A.
MORTGAGED PROPERTY 
ADDRESS:  315 Academy Street, 
Owatonna, MN 55060
TAX PARCEL I.D. #:  17-010-3217
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF 
PROPERTY:
The East Four (4) rods of Sub-Lot 
Ten (10) in the SE 1/4 of SW 1/4 on 
Section 10, Township 107, Range 20 
West
COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY IS 
LOCATED: Steele
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF 
MORTGAGE: $48,000.00
AMOUNT DUE AND CLAIMED TO 
BE DUE AS OF DATE OF NOTICE, 
INCLUDING TAXES, IF ANY, PAID 
BY MORTGAGEE: $45,812.20
That prior to the commencement of 
this mortgage foreclosure proceeding 
Mortgagee/Assignee of Mortgagee 
complied with all notice requirements 
as required by statute; That no action 
or proceeding has been instituted at 
law or otherwise to recover the debt 
secured by said mortgage, or any part 
thereof;
PURSUANT to the power of sale 
contained in said mortgage, the above 
described property will be sold by the 
Sheriff of said county as follows:
DATE AND TIME OF SALE: 
September 15, 2017 at 10:00 AM
PLACE OF SALE: Steele County 
Sheriff's Office, Law Enforcement 
Center, 204 Pearl Street East, 
Owatonna, MN
to pay the debt then secured by 
said Mortgage, and taxes, if any, on 
said premises, and the costs and 
disbursements, including attorneys' 
fees allowed by law subject to 
redemption within    six (6) months 
from the date of said sale by 
the mortgagor(s), their personal 
representatives or assigns unless 
reduced to Five (5) weeks under MN 
Stat. §580.07.

TIME AND DATE TO VACATE 
PROPERTY: If the real estate is 
an owner-occupied, single-family 
dwelling, unless otherwise provided 
by law, the date on or before which 
the mortgagor(s) must vacate the 
property if the mortgage is not 
reinstated under section 580.30 
or the property is not redeemed 
under section 580.23 is 11:59 p.m. 
on March 15, 2018 unless that date 
falls on a weekend  or legal holiday, 
in which case it is the next weekday, 
and unless the redemption period is 
reduced to 5 weeks under MN Stat. 
Secs. 580.07 or 582.032.

MORTGAGOR(S) RELEASED 
FROM FINANCIAL OBLIGATION ON 
MORTGAGE:None
"THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY 
THE MORTGAGOR, THE 
MORTGAGOR'S PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES OR ASSIGNS, 
MAY BE REDUCED TO FIVE WEEKS 
IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS ENTERED 
UNDER MINNESOTA STATUTES, 
SECTION 582.032, DETERMINING, 
AMONG OTHER THINGS, THAT 
THE MORTGAGED PREMISES ARE 
IMPROVED WITH A RESIDENTIAL 
DWELLING OF LESS THAN FIVE 
UNITS, ARE NOT PROPERTY USED 
IN AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION, 
AND ARE ABANDONED."

 Dated: July 12, 2017

Bank of America, N.A.
Mortgagee/Assignee 

of Mortgagee

USSET, WEINGARDEN AND LIEBO, 
P.L.L.P.

Attorneys for Mortgagee/Assignee of 
Mortgagee

4500 Park Glen Road #300
Minneapolis, MN 55416

(952) 925-6888
18 - 17-004264 FC

THIS IS A COMMUNICATION FROM 
A DEBT COLLECTOR.

7/25, 8/1, 8/8
8/15, 8/22, 8/29

Family Education Rights & Privacy Act
Independent School District #756, Blooming Prairie, Minnesota, in compliance 
with the Family Education Rights and Privacy Act announces that directory-type 
information on public school students in the district will be disseminated from time 
to time without further authorization from parents of such students.
 
Directory-type information under this policy is defined as:
1)       The student’s name
2)       The names of the student’s parents
3)       The student’s address
4)       The student’s date of birth
5)       The student’s class designation (i.e. 1st grade, 10th grade, etc.)
6)       The student’s extracurricular participation
7)       The student’s achievement awards or honors
8)       The student’s weight and height if a member of athletic team
9)       The student’s photograph or videotape of the student 
10)   The school or school district the student attended before he or she enrolled 
in Independent School District #756
 
Any parent wishing to withhold such information from distribution must make 
the request to the Office of the Superintendent of Schools within ten days of this 
publication. 

8/22, 8/29

17-107234
 

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

 
THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION OF 
THE DEBT AND IDENTITY OF THE 
ORIGINAL CREDITOR WITHIN THE 
TIME PROVIDED BY LAW IS NOT 
AFFECTED BY THIS ACTION.
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that 
default has occurred in the conditions 
of the following described mortgage:
DATE OF MORTGAGE:  February 
26, 2010
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL AMOUNT 
OF MORTGAGE:  $127,819.00
MORTGAGOR(S):  Chad E. Wright 
and Jennifer M. Hall, both single 
person

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION OF 
THE DEBT AND IDENTITY OF THE 
ORIGINAL CREDITOR WITHIN THE 
TIME PROVIDED BY LAW IS NOT 
AFFECTED BY THIS ACTION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that 
default has occurred in conditions of 
the following described mortgage:
DATE OF MORTGAGE: J u l y 
17, 2008
MORTGAGOR: Brooke E. 
Murray, a single person.
MORTGAGEE:  1 s t 
United Bank.
DATE AND PLACE OF 
RECORDING:  Recorded July 
22, 2008 Steele County Recorder, 
Document No. A000358639.
ASSIGNMENTS OF MORTGAGE:   
Assigned to:  Minnesota Housing 
Finance Agency.  Dated July 17, 
2008 Recorded July 22, 2008, as 
Document No. A000358640.                
TRANSACTION AGENT:  NONE
TRANSACTION AGENT'S 
MORTGAGE IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER ON MORTGAGE:  NONE
LENDER OR BROKER AND 
MORTGAGE ORIGINATOR 
STATED ON MORTGAGE:  1st 
United Bank
RESIDENTIAL MORTGAGE 
SERVICER:  U.S. Bank National 
Association
MORTGAGED PROPERTY 
ADDRESS:  558 School Street East, 
Owatonna, MN 55060
TAX PARCEL I.D. #:  17-136-0110
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF 
PROPERTY:
Lot 10, Block 1, Re-Plat of Highland 
Park Addition to the City of 
Owatonna, together with that portion 

Foreclosure

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION OF 
THE DEBT AND IDENTITY OF THE 
ORIGINAL CREDITOR WITHIN THE 
TIME PROVIDED BY LAW IS NOT 
AFFECTED BY THIS ACTION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN:  That 
default has occurred in the conditions 
of the following described mortgage:
DATE OF MORTGAGE: January 4, 
1999
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL AMOUNT 
OF MORTGAGE: $54,650.00
MORTGAGOR(S): Charlene M. 
Wetzel, an unmarried woman
MORTGAGEE: North American 
Mortgage Company, a Delaware 
company
DATE AND PLACE OF FILING: 
Recorded on January 5, 1999 and 
memorialized upon Certificate 
of Title No. 14643 as Document 
Number 43363 in the Office of the 
County Registrar of Titles of Steele 
County, Minnesota.
ASSIGNMENTS OF MORTGAGE: 
Assigned to: Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc., as 
nominee for Washington Mutual 
Bank FA, successor to North 
American Mortgage Company by 
assignment recorded on May 14, 
2003 as Document Number T52889 
in the Office of the County Registrar 
of Titles of Steele County, Minnesota; 
thereafter assigned to Wells Fargo 
Bank, N.A. by assignment recorded 
on October 29, 2015 as Document 
Number 73165 in the Office of the 
County Registrar of Titles of Steele 
County, Minnesota.
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF 
PROPERTY: Lot 24, Block 1, 
Skyview Townhouses, Owatonna, 
Minnesota.
REGISTERED PROPERTY
STREET ADDRESS OF 
PROPERTY: 158 21ST ST NW, 
OWATONNA, MN 55060
COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY 
IS LOCATED: Steele County, 
Minnesota.
THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO BE 
DUE ON THE MORTGAGE ON THE 
DATE OF THE NOTICE: $36,388.31
TRANSACTION AGENT: Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.

NAME OF MORTGAGE 
ORIGINATOR: North American 
Mortgage Company, a Delaware 
company
RESIDENTIAL SERVICER: Wells 
Fargo Bank, N.A.
TAX PARCEL IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER: 17-411-0124
TRANSACTION AGENT'S 
MORTGAGE IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER: 100054100001688556
THAT no action or proceeding has 
been instituted at law to recover the 
debt then remaining secured by such 
mortgage, or any part thereof, or, if 
the action or proceeding has been 
instituted, that the same has been 
discontinued, or that an execution 
upon the judgment rendered therein 
has been returned unsatisfied, in 
whole or in part.
PURSUANT, to the power of sale 
contained in said mortgage, the 
above described property will be 
sold by the Sheriff of said county as 
follows:
DATE AND TIME OF SALE: 
September 26, 2017 at 10:00 AM.
PLACE OF SALE: Steele County 
Sheriff’s Office, Law Enforcement 
Center, 204 Pearl Street East, 
Owatonna, Minnesota.
to pay the debt then secured by 
said mortgage and taxes, if any 
actually paid by the mortgagee, 
on the premises and the costs and 
disbursements allowed by law.  The 
time allowed by law for redemption 
by said mortgagor(s), their personal 
representatives or assigns is twelve 
(12) months from the date of sale.
TIME AND DATE TO VACATE 
PROPERTY: Unless said mortgage 
is reinstated or the property 
redeemed, or unless the time for 
redemption is reduced by judicial 
order, you must vacate the premises 
by 11:59 p.m. on September 26, 
2018.

THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY 
THE MORTGAGOR, THE 
MORTGAGOR’S PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES OR ASSIGNS, 
MAY BE REDUCED TO FIVE 
WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS 
ENTERED UNDER MINNESOTA 
STATUTES, SECTION 582.032, 
DETERMINING, AMONG OTHER 
THINGS, THAT THE MORTGAGED 
PREMISES ARE IMPROVED 
WITH A RESIDENTIAL DWELLING 
OF LESS THAN FIVE UNITS, 
ARE NOT PROPERTY USED IN 
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION, 
AND ARE ABANDONED.

MORTGAGOR(S) RELEASED 
FROM FINANCIAL OBLIGATION 
ON MORTGAGE: None

Dated: August 3, 2017

WELLS FARGO BANK, 
N.A. Mortgagee

THE ACADEMY LAW GROUP, P.A.

By:   /s/
 

Rebecca F. Schiller, Esq.
N. Kibongni Fondungallah, Esq.

Samuel R. Coleman, Esq.
*Corbin C. Smith, Esq.*

Attorneys for Mortgagee
The Academy Professional Building

25 Dale Street North

Estate Estate

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
COUNTY OF STEELE

DISTRICT COURT 
THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

PROBATE DIVISION 
Court File  Number: 

74-PR-17-1376

ORDER AND NOTICE 
OF HEARING ON PETITION FOR 

PROBATE OF WILL AND 
APPOINTMENT OF PERSONAL 

REPRESENTATIVE IN 
UNSUPERVISED 

ADMINISTRATION AND 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

In Re: Estate of 
   V. HENRY PETERSON        
 Deceased

TO ALL INTERESTED 
PERSONS AND CREDITORS

It is Ordered and Notice is given that 
on    September 18, 2017     at    10:00 
a.m., a hearing will be held in the 
above named Court at Court Room 
B, Owatonna Fire Hall, 107 W. Main 
Street , Owatonna, Minnesota, for 
the formal probate of an instrument 
purporting to be the will of the above 
named decedent dated    April 17, 
1978, and for the appointment of   
Merrill Dean Bunn, whose address 
is  903 Calverly Court, Ellendale, MN 
56026 and David Bunn whose address 
is 31357 Hwy.13, Hartland, MN 56042 
as co-personal representative of the 
estate of the above named decedent 
in unsupervised administration, and 
that any objections thereto must be 
filed with the Court. That if proper, and 
no objections are filed, said personal 
representative will be appointed to 
administer the estate, to collect all 
assets, pay all legal debts, claims, 
taxes and expenses, and sell real 
and personal property, and do all 
necessary acts for the estate. Upon 
completion of the administration, the 
representative shall file a statement 
to close the estate and shall distribute 
the estate to the persons thereunto 
entitled as ordered by the Court.
 
Notice is further given that, ALL 
CREDITORS having claims against 
said estate are required to present the 
same to said personal representative 
or to the Clerk of the Court within four 
months after the date of this notice or 
said claims will be barred. 

BY THE COURT
Joseph Bueltel

Judge of District Court
8/8/2017

Frank Henefield

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
COUNTY OF STEELE

THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
DISTRICT COURT 

PROBATE DIVISION 

Court File  Number: 
74-PR-17-1493

NOTICE AND ORDER 
FOR HEARING ON 

PETITION FOR DESCENT 
OF PROPERTY

Estate of 
   Ralph Eugene Behne        
 Deceased

A Petition for Determination of Descent 
has been filed with this Court. The 
Petition represents that the Decedent 
died more than three years ago, leaving 
property in Minnesota and requests the 
probate of Decedent’s last Will dated 
-none-, if any, and the descent of such 
property be determined and assigned 
by this Court to the persons entitled to 
the property. 
Any objections to the Petition must be 
filed with the Court prior to or raised at 
the hearing. If proper, and no objections 
are filed or raised, the Petition may be 
granted.
IT IS ORDERED and Notice is further 
given, that the Petition will be heard 
on October 2, 2017, at 10:00 a.m., by 
this Court at 107 West Main Street, 
Owatonna, MN 55060 (Owatonna Fire 
Hall)
1. Notice shall be given to all interested 
persons (MINN. STAT. § 524.1-401) and 
persons who have filed a demand for 
notice pursuant of Minnesota Statutes 
section 524.3-204.
2. Notice shall be given by publishing 
this Notice and Order as provided by 
law and by: Mailing a copy of this Notice 
and Order at least 14 days prior to the 
hearing date. 

 BY THE COURT
Karen R. Ducan

Judge of District Court
8/22/2017

Sonia Holder
Court Administrator

8/22/2017

Attorney for Petitioner
Scott P. Miller, Mark W. Balzarini

Miller Legal Strategic 
Planing Centers

100 County Road 8, P.O. Box 738
Tyler, MN 56178-0738

Attorney License No: 0269645, 
0337936

Telephone: 507-247-4700
Fax: 507-247-5333

Email: scott@millerlegal.com

8/29, 9/5

Foreclosure

MORTGAGEE:  Wells Fargo Bank, 
N.A.
LENDER OR BROKER AND 
MORTGAGE ORIGINATOR STATED 
ON THE MORTGAGE:  Wells Fargo 
Bank, N.A.
SERVICER:  Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.
DATE AND PLACE OF FILING: 
Filed March 4, 2010, Steele County 
Registrar of Titles, as Document 
Number T000065589  
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF 
PROPERTY:
Commencing at the Southwest 
Corner of Outlot 2 of Buecksler 
Addition to the City of Owatonna, 
Minnesota, thence North 132 feet, 
thence East 294.45 feet to the point 
of beginning, thence East 71 feet, 
thence South 132 feet, thence West 
71 feet, thence North 132 feet to 
the point of beginning. Subject to a 
Utilities easement hereby reserved 
by the grantors over the North 5 feet 
of the herein conveyed property.
REGISTERED PROPERTY
PROPERTY ADDRESS:  626 14th St 
SE, Owatonna, MN 55060
PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER:  17-197-0012 COT# 
16404
COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY IS 
LOCATED:  Steele
THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO BE 
DUE ON THE MORTGAGE ON 
THE DATE OF THE NOTICE:  
$124,825.81
THAT all pre-foreclosure 
requirements have been complied 
with; that no action or proceeding has 
been instituted at law or otherwise 
to recover the debt secured by said 
mortgage, or any part thereof;
PURSUANT, to the power of sale 
contained in said mortgage, the 
above described property will be 
sold by the Sheriff of said county as 
follows:
DATE AND TIME OF SALE:  
September 22, 2017, 10:00am
PLACE OF SALE:  Sheriff's Main 
Office, Law Enforcement Center, 
204 Pearl Street East, Owatonna, 
MN 55060
to pay the debt secured by said 
mortgage and taxes, if any, on 
said premises and the costs and 
disbursements, including attorneys 
fees allowed by law, subject to 
redemption within 6 months from the 
date of said sale by the mortgagor(s) 
the personal representatives or 
assigns.
TIME AND DATE TO VACATE 
PROPERTY:  If the real estate is 
an owner-occupied, single-family 
dwelling, unless otherwise provided 
by law, the date on or before which 
the mortgagor(s) must vacate the 
property, if the mortgage is not 
reinstated under section 580.30 or 
the property is not redeemed under 
section 580.23, is 11:59 p.m. on 
March 22, 2018, or the next business 
day if March 22, 2018 falls on a 
Saturday, Sunday or legal holiday.
 
"THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY 
THE MORTGAGOR, THE 
MORTGAGOR'S PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES OR ASSIGNS, 
MAY BE REDUCED TO FIVE 
WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS 
ENTERED UNDER MINNESOTA 
STATUTES SECTION 582.032 
DETERMINING, AMONG OTHER 
THINGS, THAT THE MORTGAGED 
PREMISES ARE IMPROVED 
WITH A RESIDENTIAL DWELLING 
OF LESS THAN 5 UNITS, ARE 
NOT PROPERTY USED FOR 
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION, 
AND ARE ABANDONED.
 

 Dated: July 27, 2017
 

Wells Fargo Bank, 
N.A. Mortgagee  

 
SHAPIRO & ZIELKE, LLP

 
BY _____________________

Lawrence P. Zielke - 152559
Diane F. Mach - 273788

Melissa L. B. Porter - 0337778
Randolph W. Dawdy - 2160X

Gary J. Evers - 0134764
Tracy J. Halliday - 034610X

Attorneys for Mortgagee
Shapiro & Zielke, LLP

12550 West Frontage Road, Suite 
200

Burnsville, MN 55337
(952) 831-4060

 
THIS IS A COMMUNICATION 
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR

 
8/1, 8/8, 8/15

8/22, 8/29, 9/5

Foreclosure

of the South 1/2 of that certain 12 foot 
alley vacated by the City Council of 
the City of Owatonna, by Ordinance 
No. 808, recorded in Book, 170 
of Deeds, on page 596, that lies 
between the East and West line of 
said Lot 10 extended Northward, 
Steele County , Minnesota.
COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY IS 
LOCATED: Steele
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL AMOUNT 
OF MORTGAGE: $114,285.00
AMOUNT DUE AND CLAIMED TO 
BE DUE AS OF DATE OF NOTICE, 
INCLUDING TAXES, IF ANY, PAID 
BY MORTGAGEE: $118,278.71
That prior to the commencement of 
this mortgage foreclosure proceeding 
Mortgagee/Assignee of Mortgagee 
complied with all notice requirements 
as required by statute; That no action 
or proceeding has been instituted at 
law or otherwise to recover the debt 
secured by said mortgage, or any 
part thereof;
PURSUANT to the power of sale 
contained in said mortgage, the 
above described property will be 
sold by the Sheriff of said county as 
follows:
DATE AND TIME OF SALE: October 
6, 2017 at 10:00 AM
PLACE OF SALE: Steele County 
Sheriff's Office, Law Enforcement 
Center, 204 Pearl Street East, 
Owatonna, MN
to pay the debt then secured by 
said Mortgage, and taxes, if any, 
on said premises, and the costs 
and disbursements, including 
attorneys' fees allowed by law 
subject to redemption within    six 
(6) months from the date of said sale 
by the mortgagor(s), their personal 
representatives or assigns unless 
reduced to Five (5) weeks under MN 
Stat. §580.07.

TIME AND DATE TO VACATE 
PROPERTY: If the real estate is 
an owner-occupied, single-family 
dwelling, unless otherwise provided 
by law, the date on or before which 
the mortgagor(s) must vacate the 
property if the mortgage is not 
reinstated under section 580.30 or 
the property is not redeemed under 
section 580.23 is 11:59 p.m. on 
April 6, 2018, unless that date falls 
on a weekend  or legal holiday, in 
which case it is the next weekday, 
and unless the redemption period is 
reduced to 5 weeks under MN Stat. 
Secs. 580.07 or 582.032.

MORTGAGOR(S) RELEASED 
FROM FINANCIAL OBLIGATION 
ON MORTGAGE:None
"THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY 
THE MORTGAGOR, THE 
MORTGAGOR'S PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES OR ASSIGNS, 
MAY BE REDUCED TO FIVE 
WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS 
ENTERED UNDER MINNESOTA 
STATUTES, SECTION 582.032, 
DETERMINING, AMONG OTHER 
THINGS, THAT THE MORTGAGED 
PREMISES ARE IMPROVED 
WITH A RESIDENTIAL DWELLING 
OF LESS THAN FIVE UNITS, 
ARE NOT PROPERTY USED IN 
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION, 
AND ARE ABANDONED."

 Dated: July 31, 2017

Minnesota Housing 
Finance Agency

Mortgagee/Assignee 
of Mortgagee

USSET, WEINGARDEN 
AND LIEBO, P.L.L.P.

Attorneys for Mortgagee/Assignee 
of Mortgagee

4500 Park Glen Road #300
Minneapolis, MN 55416

(952) 925-6888
135 - 17-005036 FC

THIS IS A COMMUNICATION 
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR.

8/8,8/15,8/22
8/29,9/5,9/12

Attorney at Law
Henefield & Iacovino

415 E. Main St.
Blooming Prairie, MN 55917

507-583-6663
Attorney Registration Number 44039

8/22, 8/29

St. Paul, MN 55102
(651) 209-9760
(17-0853-FC01)

THIS IS A COMMUNICATION 
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR.

8/8,8/15,8/22
8/29,9/5,9/12

STEELE COUNTY 
PLANNING COMMISSION

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN: That on Monday, September 11, 2017 starting 
at 7:00 pm., the Steele County Planning Commission will hold Public Hearings 
in the Commissioner’s Room of the Steele County Administration Center, 630 
Florence Avenue, Owatonna, MN, to receive comments on the following permit 
applications. 

The Blooming Prairie Country Club has requested to realign several holes of 
their golf course onto property owned by Allan Lynse located in the SW ¼, Section 
2, and the SE ¼, Section 3, Blooming Prairie Township.  The property address is 
7701 SE 118th St. 

Medford Sand and Gravel has requested to renew Interim Use Permit #2012-01 
allowing mining on 20 acres located in the W ½ of the NE ¼ of the SW ¼, Section 
1, Lemond Township.    

Medford Sand and Gravel has requested to renew their Interim Use Permit 
#2010-06 allowing mining in the NE ¼ of the SW 1/4, Section 16, Medford 

Township.     
All persons interested are invited to attend said hearings and be heard on these 

matters.

Dale Oolman
 Steele County Zoning Director
 630 Florence Ave.  P.O. Box 890
 Owatonna, MN 55060
 507-444-7482

8/29
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17-107230
 NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 

FORECLOSURE SALE
 
THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION OF 
THE DEBT AND IDENTITY OF THE 
ORIGINAL CREDITOR WITHIN THE 
TIME PROVIDED BY LAW IS NOT 
AFFECTED BY THIS ACTION.
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that 
default has occurred in the conditions 
of the following described mortgage:
DATE OF MORTGAGE:  January 7, 
2010
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF 
MORTGAGE:  $69,900.00
MORTGAGOR(S):  Marcia K. 
Prestegard, single woman
MORTGAGEE:  Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc.
TRANSACTION AGENT: Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.
MIN#:  1002489-0000001611-4
LENDER OR BROKER AND 
MORTGAGE ORIGINATOR STATED 
ON THE MORTGAGE:  Rescue 
Mortgage, Inc. DBA Mortgage Depot
SERVICER:  Carrington Mortgage 
Services, LLC
DATE AND PLACE OF FILING: Filed 
February 3, 2010, Steele County 
Recorder, as Document Number 
A000369179
ASSIGNMENTS OF MORTGAGE:  
Assigned to: Bank of America, N.A.; 
Thereafter assigned to Carrington 
Mortgage Services, LLC; thereafter 
assigned to J.P. Morgan Mortgage 
Acquisition Corp.  
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF 
PROPERTY:
Lot 3 in Block 2 in Pointview Addition 
to the City of Owatonna, Minnesota
PROPERTY ADDRESS:  314 
Southview St, Owatonna, MN 55060
PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER:  17-134-0203
COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY IS 
LOCATED:  Steele
THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO BE DUE 
ON THE MORTGAGE ON THE DATE 
OF THE NOTICE:  $64,149.81
THAT all pre-foreclosure requirements 
have been complied with; that no 
action or proceeding has been 
instituted at law or otherwise to recover 
the debt secured by said mortgage, or 
any part thereof;
PURSUANT, to the power of sale 
contained in said mortgage, the above 
described property will be sold by the 
Sheriff of said county as follows:
DATE AND TIME OF SALE:  October 
12, 2017, 10:00am
PLACE OF SALE:  Sheriff's Main 
Office, Law Enforcement Center, 204 
Pearl Street East, Owatonna, MN 
55060
to pay the debt secured by said 
mortgage and taxes, if any, on 
said premises and the costs and 
disbursements, including attorneys 
fees allowed by law, subject to 
redemption within 6 months from the 
date of said sale by the mortgagor(s) 
the personal representatives or 
assigns.
TIME AND DATE TO VACATE 
PROPERTY:  If the real estate is 
an owner-occupied, single-family 
dwelling, unless otherwise provided 
by law, the date on or before which the 
mortgagor(s) must vacate the property, 
if the mortgage is not reinstated under 
section 580.30 or the property is not 
redeemed under section 580.23, is 
11:59 p.m. on April 12, 2018, or the 
next business day if April 12, 2018 
falls on a Saturday, Sunday or legal 
holiday.
 
"THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY 
THE MORTGAGOR, THE 
MORTGAGOR'S PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES OR ASSIGNS, 
MAY BE REDUCED TO FIVE WEEKS 
IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS ENTERED 
UNDER MINNESOTA STATUTES 
SECTION 582.032 DETERMINING, 
AMONG OTHER THINGS, THAT 
THE MORTGAGED PREMISES ARE 
IMPROVED WITH A RESIDENTIAL 
DWELLING OF LESS THAN 5 UNITS, 
ARE NOT PROPERTY USED FOR 
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION, 
AND ARE ABANDONED.
 
 

Dated: August 17, 2017
 

J.P. Morgan Mortgage 
Acquisition Corp.

Assignee of Mortgagee  
 

SHAPIRO & ZIELKE, LLP
 

BY _____________________
Lawrence P. Zielke - 152559

Diane F. Mach - 273788
Melissa L. B. Porter - 0337778

Randolph W. Dawdy - 2160X
Gary J. Evers - 0134764

Tracy J. Halliday - 034610X
Attorneys for Mortgagee

Shapiro & Zielke, LLP
12550 West Frontage Road, Suite 

200
Burnsville, MN 55337

(952) 831-4060
 

THIS IS A COMMUNICATION 
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR

8/22,8/29,9/5
9/12,9/19,9/26

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
COUNTY OF STEELE

DISTRICT COURT 
THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

PROBATE DIVISION 
Court File  Number: 

74-PR-17-1447

NOTICE AND ORDER OF 
HEARING ON PETITION 

FOR PROBATE OF WILL AND 
APPOINTMENT 
OF PERSONAL 

REPRESENTATIVE AND 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

In Re: Estate of 
   Doris E. Waltz,        
 Decedent

It is Ordered and Notice is given 
that on October 2, 2017, at 10:30 
a.m., a hearing will be held in this 
Court at the Owatonna Fire Hall, 
107 W. Main Street, Owatonna, 
Minnesota, for the formal probate of 
an instrument purporting to be the 
Will of the Decedent dated, February 
27, 2017 (“Will”), and for the 
appointment of Dana Waltz, whose 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
COUNTY OF STEELE

DISTRICT COURT 
THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

PROBATE DIVISION 

Court File  Number: 
74-PR-17-1483

NOTICE AND ORDER OF 
HEARING ON PETITION FOR 

PROBATE OF WILL AND 
APPOINTMENT OF PERSONAL 

REPRESENTATIVE AND NOTICE 
TO CREDITORS

Estate of 
     Walfred L. Knutson       
 Decedent

It is Ordered and Notice is given 
that on October 2, 2017, at 10:00 
A.M., a hearing will be held in 
this Court at Owatonna Fire Hall, 
107 W. Main Street, Owatonna, 
Minnesota, for the formal probate 
of an instrument purporting to be 
the Will of the Decedent dated, 
September 1, 2006 (“Will”), and for 
the appointment of Klane R. Dushek, 
whose address is 524 E. Vine Street, 
Owatonna, MN, 55060 as Personal 
Representative of the Estate of the 
Decedent in an UNSUPERVISED 
administration.  Any objections to the 
petition must be filed with the Court 
prior to or raised at the hearing.  If 
proper and if no objections are filed or 
raised, the Personal Representative 
will be appointed with full power to 
administer the Estate including the 
power to collect all assets, to pay 
all legal debts, claims, taxes and 
expenses, to sell real and personal 
property, and to do all necessary 
acts for the Estate.

Notice is also given that (subject 
to Minnesota Statutes section 524.3-
801) all creditors having claims 
against the Estate are required to 
present the claims to the Personal 
Representative or to the Court 
Administrator within four months 
after the date of this Notice or the 
claims will be barred.

BY THE COURT
Karen R. Duncan

Judge of District Court
8/22/2017

Sonia Holder
Court Administrator

8/22/2017

Attorney for Petitioner
David L. Einhaus

Einhaus, Mattison, Carver & 
Haberman, P.A.

202 N. Cedar Avenue
P.O. Box 545

Owatonna, MN, 55060
Attorney License No: 26190
Telephone: (507) 451-3580

FAX: (507) 451-3532
Email: einhaus@owatonnalawyers.

com

8/29, 9/5

17-107494
 

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

 
THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION OF 
THE DEBT AND IDENTITY OF THE 
ORIGINAL CREDITOR WITHIN THE 
TIME PROVIDED BY LAW IS NOT 
AFFECTED BY THIS ACTION.
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that 
default has occurred in the conditions 
of the following described mortgage:
DATE OF MORTGAGE:  July 10, 
2013
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL AMOUNT 
OF MORTGAGE:  $105,738.00
MORTGAGOR(S):  Danielle Kay 
Strommer and Stephan Charles 
Strommer, wife and husband
MORTGAGEE:  Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc.
TRANSACTION AGENT: Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.
MIN#:  100603713070078628
LENDER OR BROKER AND 
MORTGAGE ORIGINATOR 
STATED ON THE MORTGAGE:  
Carrington Mortgage Services, LLC
SERVICER:  Carrington Mortgage 
Services, LLC
DATE AND PLACE OF FILING: 
Filed July 12, 2013, Steele County 
Recorder, as Document Number 
A000392396
ASSIGNMENTS OF MORTGAGE:  
Assigned to: Carrington Mortgage 
Services, LLC  
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF 
PROPERTY:
Lots 15,16 and South 14 feet of Lot 
14, all being in Block 29 in Johnson 
and Company's Addition to Medford 
(said Block 29, being located in 
North part of SW 1/4 SW 1/4 of 
Section 9-108-20)
PROPERTY ADDRESS:  211 1st 
Ave NE, Medford, MN 55049
PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER:  16-101-2915
 COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY IS 
LOCATED:  Steele
THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO BE 
DUE ON THE MORTGAGE ON 
THE DATE OF THE NOTICE:  
$103,204.26
THAT all pre-foreclosure 
requirements have been complied 
with; that no action or proceeding has 
been instituted at law or otherwise 
to recover the debt secured by said 
mortgage, or any part thereof;
PURSUANT, to the power of sale 
contained in said mortgage, the 
above described property will be 
sold by the Sheriff of said county as 
follows:
DATE AND TIME OF SALE:  October 
19, 2017, 10:00am
PLACE OF SALE:  Sheriff's Main 
Office, Law Enforcement Center, 
204 Pearl Street East, Owatonna, 
MN 55060
to pay the debt secured by said 
mortgage and taxes, if any, on 
said premises and the costs and 
disbursements, including attorneys 
fees allowed by law, subject to 
redemption within 6 months from the 
date of said sale by the mortgagor(s) 
the personal representatives or 
assigns.
TIME AND DATE TO VACATE 
PROPERTY:  If the real estate is 
an owner-occupied, single-family 
dwelling, unless otherwise provided 
by law, the date on or before which 
the mortgagor(s) must vacate the 
property, if the mortgage is not 
reinstated under section 580.30 or 
the property is not redeemed under 
section 580.23, is 11:59 p.m. on April 
19, 2018, or the next business day 
if April 19, 2018 falls on a Saturday, 
Sunday or legal holiday.
 
"THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY 
THE MORTGAGOR, THE 
MORTGAGOR'S PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES OR ASSIGNS, 
MAY BE REDUCED TO FIVE 
WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS 
ENTERED UNDER MINNESOTA 
STATUTES SECTION 582.032 
DETERMINING, AMONG OTHER 
THINGS, THAT THE MORTGAGED 
PREMISES ARE IMPROVED 
WITH A RESIDENTIAL DWELLING 
OF LESS THAN 5 UNITS, ARE 
NOT PROPERTY USED FOR 
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION, 
AND ARE ABANDONED.
 
 

Dated: August 25, 2017
 

CARRINGTON MORTGAGE 
SERVICES, LLC

Assignee of Mortgagee  
 

SHAPIRO & ZIELKE, LLP
 

BY 

___________________________
Lawrence P. Zielke - 152559

Diane F. Mach - 273788
Melissa L. B. Porter - 0337778

Randolph W. Dawdy - 2160X
Gary J. Evers - 0134764

Tracy J. Halliday - 034610X
Attorneys for Mortgagee

Shapiro & Zielke, LLP
12550 West Frontage Road, 

Suite 200
Burnsville, MN 55337

(952) 831-4060
 

THIS IS A COMMUNICATION 
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR

 
8/29,9/5, 9/12
9/19,9/26,10/3

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION OF 
THE DEBT AND IDENTITY OF 
THE ORIGINAL CREDITOR WITHIN 
THE TIME PROVIDED BY LAW IS 
NOT AFFECTED BY THIS ACTION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN:  
That Default has occurred in the 
conditions of the following described 
mortgage:
DATE OF MORTGAGE: 03/30/2007
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL AMOUNT 
OF MORTGAGE: $383,559.84
MORTGAGOR(S): Robert Michael 
Vangness AKA Robert M. Vangness 
AKA Robert Vangness and Dianne 
Marie Vangness AKA Dianne M. 
Vangness AKA Dianne Vangness, 
H/W/JT
MORTGAGEE: Beneficial Loan and 
Thrift Co.
DATE AND PLACE OF FILING: 
04/03/2007 as Document No. 
A171082 in the Office of the County 
Recorder, Dodge County, Minnesota
The mortgage was assigned for 
value as follows:
Assignee: U.S. Bank Trust, N.A., as 
trustee for LSF9 Master Participation 
Trust
Assignment dated: 12/10/2014
Assignment recorded: 12/17/2014
Assignment recording information: 
Document No. A 209026
All in the records of the County 
Recorder in and for Dodge County, 
Minnesota.  
TAX PARCEL I.D. NO.: 10-003-0600
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF 
PROPERTY: THE REAL 
PROPERTY IN DODGE COUNTY, 
MINNESOTA, DESCRIBED AS 
FOLLOWS:
THE EAST 12 3/4 ACRES OF THE 
NORTH 22 3/4 ACRES OF THE NW 
1/4 OF SECTION 3, TOWNSHIP 
108, RANGE 17, DODGE COUNTY 
MINNESOTA;
AND ALSO;
COMMENCING AT A POINT 389 
FEET SOUTH AND 160 RODS 
EAST OF THE NORTHWEST 
CORNER OF THE NW1/4 OF 
SECTION 3, TOWNSHIP
108, RANGE 17, FOR A PLACE 
OF BEGINNING, THENCE SOUTH 
374 FEET; THENCE WEST 16 
1/2 FEET; THENCE NORTH 374 
FEET; THENCE EAST 16 1/2 FEET 
TO THE PLACE OF BEGINNING, 
DODGE COUNTY, MINNESOTA
ABSTRACT PROPERTY, TAX MAP 
OR PARCEL ID NO.: 10-003-0600
Abstract Property 
STREET ADDRESS OF 
PROPERTY: 19267 520th St., West 
Concord, MN 55985
COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY IS 
LOCATED: Dodge
LENDER OR BROKER AND 
MORTGAGE ORIGINATOR: 
Beneficial Loan and Thrift Co.
RESIDENTIAL MORTGAGE 
SERVICER: Caliber Home Loans, 
Inc.
THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO 
BE DUE ON THE MORTGAGE: 
$406,961.80 AS OF 06/08/2017.
THAT no action or proceeding has 
been instituted at law to recover 
the debt secured by said mortgage, 
or any part thereof; that there 
has been compliance with all pre-
foreclosure notice and acceleration 
requirements of said mortgage, and/
or applicable statutes.
Pursuant to the power of sale 
contained in said Mortgage, the 
Mortgage will be foreclosed, and 
the mortgaged premises will be 
sold by the Sheriff of Dodge County, 
Minnesota at public auction as 
follows:   DATE 
AND TIME OF SALE: 7/25/2017 at 
11:00 AM
PLACE OF SALE: Dodge County 
Sheriff’s Office, 22 6th Street East, 
Dept. 201, Mantorville, MN 55955 
to pay the debt then secured by 
said mortgage and taxes, if any 
actually paid by the mortgagee, 
on the premises and the costs and 
disbursements allowed by law.
The time allowed by law for 
redemption by said Mortgagor(s) 
or Mortgagor’s personal 
representatives or assigns is 12 
Months from the date of sale.  
TIME AND DATE TO VACATE 
PROPERTY: If the mortgage is not 
reinstated under Minn. Stat. §580.30 
or redeemed under Minn. Stat. 
§580.23, the mortgagor must vacate 
the mortgaged property by 11:59 
p.m. on 07/25/2018, or the next 
business day if 07/25/2018 falls on 
a Saturday, Sunday or legal holiday.
MORTGAGOR(S) RELEASED 
FROM FINANCIAL OBLIGATION 
ON MORTGAGE: None.
THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY 
THE MORTGAGOR, THE 
MORTGAGOR’S PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES OR ASSIGNS, 
MAY BE REDUCED TO FIVE 
WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS 
ENTERED UNDER MINNESOTA 
STATUTES, SECTION 582.032, 
DETERMINING, AMONG OTHER 
THINGS THAT MORTGAGED 
PREMISES ARE IMPROVED 
WITH A RESIDENTIAL DWELLING 
OF LESS THAN FIVE UNITS, 
ARE NOT PROPERTY USED IN 
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION, 
AND ARE ABANDONED.
Publication to begin the week of: 
05/29/2017 - 06/02/2017
U.S. Bank Trust, N.A., as Trustee 
for LSF9 Master Participation Trust , 
Mortgagee/Mortgage Assignee
The Sayer Law Group, P.C., By Brian 
G. Sayer, Attorney for Mortgagee/
Mortgage Assignee
925 E 4th St., Waterloo, IA 50703

THIS IS A COMMUNICATION 
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR 
ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT 
A DEBT. ANY INFORMATION 
OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR 
THAT PURPOSE. 

NOTICE OF POSTPONEMENT

The attached referenced sale 

address is 75696 315th Street, 
Ellendale, MN, 56026; Darcy Waltz, 
whose address is 28712 County 
Road 45, Clarks Grove, MN, 56016; 
and Dalys Waltz, 30499 County 
Road 45, Ellendale MN 56026 as 
Co-Personal Representatives of 
the Estate of the Decedent in an 
UNSUPERVISED administration.  
Any objections to the petition must 
be filed with the Court prior to or 
raised at the hearing.  If proper and 
if no objections are filed or raised, 
the Personal Representatives will 
be appointed with full power to 
administer the Estate including the 
power to collect all assets, to pay 
all legal debts, claims, taxes and 
expenses, to sell real and personal 
property, and to do all necessary 
acts for the Estate.

Notice is also given that (subject 
to Minnesota Statutes section 524.3-
801) all creditors having claims 
against the Estate are required to 
present the claims to the Personal 
Representative or to the Court 
Administrator within four months 
after the date of this Notice or the 
claims will be barred.

BY THE COURT
Karen R. Duncan

Judge of District Court
8/16/2017

Sonia Holder
8/16/2017

Court Administrator

Attorney for Petitioner
David L. Einhaus

Einhaus, Mattison, Carver & 
Haberman, P.A.

202 N. Cedar Avenue
Owatonna, MN, 55060

Attorney License No: 26190
Telephone: (507) 451-3580

FAX: (507) 451-3532
Email: einhaus@

owatonnalawyers.com

8/22, 8/29

scheduled for 07/25/2017 is hereby 
postponed until 08/29/2017 at 11:00 
A.M. at the Dodge County Sheriff’s 
Office, 22 6th Street East, Dept. 
201, Mantorville, MN 55955.  Unless 
said mortgage is reinstated or the 
property redeemed, or unless the 
time for redemption is reduced 
by judicial order, the premises 
must be vacated by 11:59 p.m. on 
03/01/2018 or the next business day 
if 03/01/2018 falls on a Saturday, 
Sunday or legal holiday.

Dated: 07/27/2017
U.S. Bank Trust, N.A., as Trustee 
for LSF9 Master Participation Trust, 
Assignee
The Sayer Law Group, P.C., By Brian 
G. Sayer, Attorney for Mortgagee/
Mortgage Assignee
925 E. 4th Street, Waterloo, IA 50703

THIS IS A COMMUNICATION FROM 
A DEBT COLLECTOR AND ANY 
INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL 
BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.

NOTICE OF POSTPONEMENT

The attached referenced sale 
scheduled for 08/29/2017 is hereby 
postponed until 09/28/2017 at 11:00 
A.M. at the Dodge County Sheriff’s 
Office, 22 6th Street East, Dept. 
201, Mantorville, MN 55955.  Unless 
said mortgage is reinstated or the 
property redeemed, or unless the 
time for redemption is reduced 
by judicial order, the premises 
must be vacated by 11:59 p.m. on 
03/28/2018 or the next business day 
if 03/28/2018 falls on a Saturday, 
Sunday or legal holiday.

Dated: 08/31/2017
U.S. Bank Trust, N.A., as Trustee 
for LSF9 Master Participation Trust, 
Assignee
The Sayer Law Group, P.C., By Brian 
G. Sayer, Attorney for Mortgagee/
Mortgage Assignee
925 E. 4th Street, Waterloo, IA 50703

THIS IS A COMMUNICATION FROM 
A DEBT COLLECTOR AND ANY 
INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL 
BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.

8/29

Steele County Commissioner’s Synopsis for 08/08/17
Complete minutes can be viewed on the Steele County Website.

Meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
•Gnemi/Krueger to approve the agenda. 
•Approve the July 25, 2017 Board Minutes. 
•Approve the Bills.
•Approve Personnel Report.
•Approve a five-year lease agreement with MailFinance for a new postage 
machine.
•Accept Community Services Minutes.
•Accept Internal Central Services Minutes.
•President and CEO Tim Penny gave a presentation of the Southern Minnesota 
Initiative Foundation and their 2016 annual report.
•Bill Fahey gave an update on Steele County Communities for a Lifetime.
•Glynn/Gnemi offered a Resolution to approve Steele County entering 
MnDOT Agreement No. 1028802 with the State of Minnesota, Department of 
Transportation for the use and maintenance of County State Aid Highway 
No. 7,30, 4 and 45 as detour routes during the Design-Build replacement or 
construction of bridges. Upon the vote being taken, five Commissioners voted in 
favor thereof, none absent and not voting.  A copy of the Resolution is on file in 
the Auditor’s office.
•Glynn/Gnemi to approve the application for a Minnesota Office of Justice 
Program grant to fund a re-entry employment services position for up to two years 
through Community Corrections.  Ayes all.
•Glynn/Gnemi to approve the amendment of the Independent Contractor 
Agreement with Fransen HR Consulting, LLC to extend the term of the agreement 
to October 31, 2017.  Ayes all.
•Glynn/Abbe to approve the recruitment and backfill for two Engineering 
Technician positions in the Highway Dept.
•Krueger/Gnemi offered a Resolution to accept medical supplies and colostomy 
supplies from an Anonymous and $150 cash donation to Family Health from the 
Kiwanis Club of Owatonna.  Upon the vote being taken, five Commissioners 
voted in favor thereof, none absent and not voting.  A copy of the Resolution is on 
file in the Auditor’s office.

LISTING OF BILLS
08/08/2017

Allstream                  2,787.75
Aurora Township                 9,547.00
City of Owatonna                 6,913.00
Computer Professionals Unlimited Inc     4,455.30
Country Acoustics LLC                2,000.00
CRK Properties LLC                                6,692.77
Four Seasons Centre                9,380.00
Four Seasons Electric                7,410.00
Fransen HR Consulting LLC                7,651.67
HP Inc                  4,355.13
Innovative Office Solutions LLC                3,841.72
KSW Roofing & Heating Inc              31,706.00
L&L Street Rods & Sport Trucks               2,225.00
Local Government Information Systems  2,588.05
MCCC MI33                11,415.00
Mills Fleet Farm                 2,043.13   
Mobotrex                21,025.00
Northern Technologies LLC                6,381.25
Owatonna Motor Company                 3,841.19
Owatonna Public Utilities              32,302.53
RCM Specialties Inc                                 4,257.00
Southern MN Construction Co Inc            2,271.96
Steele County Auditor              35,000.00
Summit Food Service Management     14,844.96
Sunbelt Rental                 3,127.88
The Sidwell Company                4,579.41
Tim Pippo Consulting                3,200.88
Tri-M Graphics                 2,352.27
Univ of Mn Regents                 4,478.65
Zep Sales & Service                                 2,860.25
Ziegler, Inc                 8,350.00
137 Warrants under $2,000              54,823.27
             Total:          $ 328,708.02

Motion by Commissioner Gnemi, seconded by Commissioner Krueger to adjourn 
the Call of the Chair at 5:42 p.m.  Ayes all.
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REGULAR SCHOOL 
BOARD MEETING

BLOOMING PRAIRIE, MINNESOTA
July 17, 2017

A regular school board meeting of the 
School Board of Independent School 
District #756, 
Blooming Prairie, Minnesota, was held 
in the High School Media Center at 
7:15 p.m. 
(Open Forum at 7:00 p.m.).

OPEN FORUM – No comments.
I. CALL TO ORDER –CHAIRPERSON
II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
III. ROLL CALL - CLERK  
Jenny Thurnau, Jon Sunde, Rodney 
Krell, Kelly Braaten, Pam Hameister, 
Michelle Vigeland
ALSO PRESENT:  
Superintendent of Schools, 
Elementary School Principal
High School Principal, Associate 
Principal, Member of the Press
MEMBERS ABSENT: 
Steve Ille
IV. APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Motion by Jenny Thurnau and 
seconded by Michelle Vigeland to 
approve the agenda as presented 
with additional information under 
item A. relating to “VI. Items on which 
Board Action is Requested".  Motion 
carried.  (6 Aye/0 Nay)
V. PRINCIPAL REPORTS
Reports given by Mr. Staloch, Mr. 
Worke, and Ms. Mach.  
VI. ITEMS ON WHICH BOARD 
ACTION IS REQUESTED
A. Minutes, Bills, Treasurer’s 
Report, Resignation, Donations
Motion by Michelle Vigeland seconded 
by Jon Sunde to approve the minutes, 
bills, treasurer’s report, resignation, 
and donations.  Motion carried.  (6 
Aye/0 Nay)
B. Employment
Motion by Jon Sunde and seconded 
by Kelly Braaten to approve the 
employment of Chelsea Van Roekel 
as head boys/girls track coach for the 
2017-18 school year.  Motion carried.  
(6 Aye/0 Nay)
Motion by Pam Hameister and 
seconded by Jenny Thurnau to 
approve the employment of Janet 
Hartman as a long-term substitute 
teacher replacing Stacy Magnus, 
speech clinician, who will be out on 
leave during April/May 2018.  Motion 
carried.  (6 Aye/0 Nay)
C. School Board Meeting Dates
Motion by Jon Sunde and seconded 
by Pam Hameister to approve the 
third Monday of the month as the 
official meeting date with exceptions 
noted in January and February.  
Regular meetings will remain at 7:15 
p.m. and the open forum at 7:00 p.m. 
with exceptions noted in December, 
January, and February. Motion carried.  
(6 Aye/0 Nay)
D. Work Sessions
Motion by Jenny Thurnau and 
seconded by Kelly Braaten to approve 
the work sessions to remain on the 
Thursday prior to the regular meeting 
at 6:00 a.m. Motion carried. 
(6 Aye/0 Nay)
E. School Board Per Diem
Motion by Pam Hameister and 
seconded by Michelle Vigeland to 
approve the per diems for the School 
Board remain as they have been.  
Motion carried.  (6 Aye/0 Nay)
F. Public Hearing on Proposed 
Property Tax Levy for Payable 2018
Motion by Jenny Thurnau and 
seconded by Pam Hameister to 
approve the public hearing on the 
proposed property tax levy for 
payable 18 to be held at 6:00 p.m. on 
December 18, 2017.  Motion carried.  
(6 Aye/0 Nay)
G. Health & Safety Policy
Motion by Michelle Vigeland and 
seconded by Kelly Braaten to approve 
the current Health & Safety Policy to 
be approved with no changes.  Motion 
carried.  (6 Aye/0 Nay)
H. LTFM Ten Year Plan
Motion by Kelly Braaten and seconded 
by Jenny Thurnau to approve the 
Long Term Facilities Management 
Plan (LTFM) along with the “Statement 
of Assurances” as presented.  
Submission is required to be received 
by the MN Department of Education 
prior to July 31, 2017.  Motion carried.  
(6 Aye/0 Nay)
I. Operating Levy Resolution
Motion by Pam Hameister and 
seconded by Kelly Braaten to approve 
a resolution determining the necessity 
of increasing general education 
revenue and calling a special election 
and referendum thereon.  Motion 
carried.  Roll call vote (6 Aye:  Thurnau, 
Sunde, Krell, Braaten, Hameister, 

Vigeland/0 Nay)
J. Resolution Establishing 
Combined Precincts, Designated 
Polling Places and Designating 
Hours Which the Polling Place will 
Remain Open for Voting
Motion by Jenny Thurnau and 
seconded by Michelle Vigeland to 
approve the time for the election to be 
held from 12:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. on 
November 7, 2017.  Motion carried.  
(6 Aye/0 Nay)
Motion by Jon Sunde and seconded 
by Jenny Thurnau to approve a 
combined precinct which is the 
Blooming Prairie Elementary School, 
123 2nd Street NW, Blooming Prairie, 
MN.  Motion carried.  (6 Aye/0 Nay)
K. Copiers Lease
Motion by Kelly Braaten and seconded 
by Jenny Thurnau to approve the sixty 
month lease proposal from Metro 
Sales.  Motion carried.  (6 Aye/0 Nay)
VII. ITEMS OF INFORMATION AND/
OR DISCUSSION ONLY
A. Family Education Rights & 
Privacy Act
This information will be published in the 
official newspaper for two consecutive 
weeks.  Independent School District 
#756, Blooming Prairie, Minnesota, in 
compliance with the Family Education 
Rights and Privacy Act announces 
that directory-type information on 
public school students in the district 
will be disseminated from time to time 
without further authorization from 
parents of such students. 
Any person wishing to withhold such 
information from distribution must 
make the request to the Office of the 
Superintendent of Schools within ten 
days of this publication (8/22/17 & 
8/29/17). 
B. Committee Reports 
A report update was given on the 
following committees:  Negotiations 
and ZED.
C. Enrollment Data
Enrollment for the 2016-17 school 
year as of June 1, 2017, was 417 at 
the elementary school and 310 at 
the high school (305 attending BPHS 
and 5 attending PSEO).  The PSEO 
number consists of 2 seniors and 3 
juniors with attendance being full-time.
D. Dates to Note
The Board noted dates of importance.  
VIII. SUPERINTENDENT OR 
BOARD MEMBER ITEMS
Filings for School Board will be held 
from August 1st through August 15.  
Four positions are up for re-election.
Operating levy questions/examples
MSBA Fall Conference
IX. ADJOURNMENT
Motion by Jon Sunde and seconded 
by Jenny Thurnau to adjourn the 
meeting at 7:49 p.m.  Motion carried.  
(6 Aye/0 Nay)

Tentatively, the next Regular 
School Board Work Session will be 
held on Thursday, 
August 17, 2017, at 6:00 a.m. in the 
Board Room at the High School.  
Tentatively, 
the next regular meeting of the 
School Board will be Monday, 
August 21, 2017, at 
7:15 p.m. in the High School Media 
Center (Open Forum begins at 7:00 
p.m.).

A complete copy of the official minutes 
may be found in their entirety in the 
official minute book located in the 
superintendent’s office at the high 
school; however, they will not be 
available until approved by the School 
Board.

Respectfully Submitted, 
Pam Hameister

Clerk of the School Board
Independent School District #756 

Blooming Prairie, Minnesota 
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REGULAR SCHOOL BOARD 
WORK SESSION

BLOOMING PRAIRIE, MINNESOTA
July 12, 2017

Estate

BP School

A regular school board work session 
was held at 6:00 a.m. on Wednesday, 
July 12, 2017, in the Board Room at 
the High School.  
MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Jenny Thurnau, Jon Sunde, Steve 
Ille, Rodney Krell, Kelly Braaten, Pam 
Hameister, Michelle Vigeland
MEMBERS ABSENT: None
ALSO PRESENT: Superintendent of 
Schools; Elementary Principal
DISCUSSION ITEMS: 
General review and discussion was 
held on agenda items for the July 17, 
2017, regular school board meeting.

Respectfully Submitted, 
Pam Hameister

Clerk of the School Board
Independent School District #756

Blooming Prairie, Minnesota 
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NUMBERS TO KNOW
Superintendent’s Office Hours
School days – 8:15 a.m. – 4:45 p.m.
and/or appointments by request
The superintendent’s office is located at the high school

Telephone Numbers
Please follow the directory options given, when you dial  
one of the following numbers:
High School Office/Superintendent’s Office  . . . 583-4426
Elementary School  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 583-6615

Fax Numbers
Elementary School Office  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 583-4415
High School Office . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 583-7952

On days when it is impossible 
for the school buses to operate 
or the weather conditions 
deteriorate during the school 
day, a notice will be broadcast 
over the following radio and TV 
stations:

KATE/KCPI (AM 1450 & FM 
94.9), Albert Lea

KAUS (FM 100), Austin
KDHL (AM 920), Faribault
KOWZ (FM 100.9), Blooming Prairie
KRFO/KAT KOUNTRY (FM 105 & AM 1390), Owatonna
KROC (AM 1340 & FM 106.9), Rochester
WCCO (AM 830), Minneapolis/St. Paul
KAAL – TV Channel 6, Austin
KARE – TV Channel 11, Minneapolis/St. Paul
KIMT – TV Channel 3, Mason City
KMSP – TV Channel 9, Minneapolis/St. Paul
KSTP – TV Channel 5, Minneapolis/St. Paul
KTTC – TV Channel 10, Rochester
WCCO – TV Channel 4, Minneapolis/St. Paul
    
A special emergency information sheet explaining details of 
emergency plans will be sent home with all of the children.

ADMINISTRATION   

Barry Olson   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Superintendent

Chris Staloch  .  .  .  .  .  . Elementary School Principal

John D. Worke  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . High School Principal

Alison Mach  .  . ..H.S Assistant Principal-Activities 
Director

FACULTY
Ranae Berg  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Social Worker

Susan Kramer   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . HS office

Mary Worke   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Counselor

Lauren Nelson  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . ESL

Lynna Reese   .  .  .  . Special Education Coordinator

Amanda Rennin  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . School Nurse 

Pam Johnson  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Cook

Lisa Bucher   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Cook

Stacy Magnus   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .SE Coord/Speech

Erin Mogensen  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Pysch

Justin Kiehne  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Interventionist

SECRETARIES
Nancy Clark  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Sup

Sharon Lea  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Sup

Kari Forystek  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Sup

Tammy Wurst  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . HS

Barb Kaplan  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . HS

Lonna Hefling  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Elem

Julie Naatz  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Elem

HIGH SCHOOL:
Ross Reishus
Kari Bottin
Ranell Kittelson
Ann Stephenson
Lisa Poe
John Bruns
Janet Luick
Kurt Foster
Erik Vigeland
Jenny Thomas
Sarah Oelkers
Dave Pfiefer
Kevin Driessen
Chad Gimbel
Michelle Southworth
Cory Hendrickson
Krista Reeder
Ryan Slack
Nathan Piller
Ellie Jones
Gina Hendrickson
Jen Flemming
Jennifer DeKok
Mackenzie Carter
Angie Carlson

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL:

Amy Ostrander
Lisa Bruns
Emily Henslin
Natalie Sorensen
Rachel Harberts
Heather Schiller
Kim Lea
Diane Pfieffer
Denise Hadrath

BUILDINGS & GROUNDS STAFF
Lee Peterson   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . HS

John Shoden  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . HS

Michael Alvey  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Elem

Todd Nelson  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Elem

PARA’S
Jan Anderson  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . HS

Sandra Basness  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . HS

Karen Inwards  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . HS

Lydia Vilt  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Elem

Peggy Tashima   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Elem

Jennifer Johnson  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Elem 

Muriel Leverington   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Elem

Angie Avery
Becky Johnson
Stephanie Murphy
Jenna Krell
Chelsea Van Roekel
Kayla Harvey
Matthew Kittelson
Haley Hasleiet
Kaylenna Miller
Paul Peterson
Diane Anderson
Lia Peterson
Ashley Marquardt
Andrew Hardecopf

Steve Swenson
Christy Harms
Kari Bottin
Krista Reeder
Ross Reishus
Kerstin Schewe
Brenda Berg
Angie Carlson

SCHOOL BOARD
Rodney Krell

Pam Hameister

Jenny Thurnau

Kelly Braaten

Jon Sunde

Michelle Vigeland

Steve Ille

About the school calendar
    The 2017-18 school calendar was compiled with the most recent 
information available.  Because time and dates need to be changed on 
occasion, parents should check school bulletins, newsletters or call the 
individual school for updated schedules before attending any events.  
Additional information can be found on the website: www.blossoms.
k12.mn.us

Student rights
    Student Records:  State Law gives the students and his/her parents 
or guardians the right to examine school administrative records.  When 
a pupil has reached the age of 18, access by parents or guardians is 
subject to the student’s consent.

Mission Statement and Belief System
for Blooming Prairie Schools

Mission Statement:
    The mission of Blooming Prairie Schools is to provide challenging 
opportunities for lifelong learning in a safe and caring environment.
Beliefs Definition:
    Beliefs help us define our fundamental values and drive the direc-
tion of our mission and goals.

Beliefs:
    We believe:
    1.  All children can learn and be successful.
    2.  All children need love, care, attention and nurturing.
    3.  All children need to have fun.
    4.  All children need and deserve respect.
    5.  All children learn at different rates and in different ways.
    6.  Community, parents, learner and educators share in the 
         responsibility for learning.
    7.  Success results in further success.
    8.  Schools create and control the conditions under which
         learners succeed.

September
Sept. 5 - First Day of School
October
Oct. 16 - Parent/Teacher Conferences
Students dismissed at 12:45 p.m.
High School Conferences from 1:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m.
Elementary School Conferences from 1 p.m.-3 p.m.
Oct. 17 - Students dismissed at 12:45 p.m.
Elementary Parent/Teacher Conferences from 1:30 
p.m.-8:30 p.m.
High School Teacher In-service
Oct. 18 - Teacher In-service. No School for Students
Oct. 19 & Oct. 20 - Education Minnesota – No School
Blooming Prairie Public School offices are closed.
November
Nov. 3 -  End of the 1st Quarter
Students dismissed at 12:45 p.m. - Teacher In-service
Nov. 6 - Start of 2nd Quarter
Nov. 22 - Teacher In-service. No School for Students
Nov. 23 and Friday, Nov. 24 
Thanksgiving Vacation
December
Dec. 22 - Students dismissed at 12:45 p.m. - Teacher 
In-service
Dec. 25 through Jan. 2 -Christmas Holiday Break
January
Jan. 3 - Classes Resume

Jan. 15 - Teacher In-Service. No school for Students.
Jan. 19 - End of the 2nd Quarter
Students dismissed at 12:45 p.m. - Teacher In-service.
Jan. 22 - Start of 3rd Quarter
February
Feb. 16 - Teacher In-service. 
No School for Students
Feb. 19 - Presidents’ Day – No School
March
Mar. 5 - High School and Elementary Parent/Teacher 
Conferences
Conferences from 4:30 p.m. – 8 p.m.
Mar. 23 - End of the 3rd Quarter
Mar. 26 - Start of 4th Quarter
Mar. 30 - Easter/Spring Break. No School
April
Apr. 2 - Easter/Spring Break. No School
Apr. 3 - Teacher In-Service. No school for Students.
May
May 25 - Graduation Practice. Last Day for Seniors
May 28 - Memorial Day. No School
May 31 - Last Day of School for Students. 
End of the 4th Quarter
Students dismissed at 12:45 p.m. - Teacher In-service
June
June 3 - Graduation

School calendar

Welcome 
Back 

Students!

Sponsored by these following area businesses:

Blooming Prairie 
Bus Company

    

  “Safety First!
 Be on Time!”237 Hwy Ave. S • Blooming Prairie 583-6671

656 3rd St. NE • Blooming Prairie, MN
Robert Salinas

Family-Owned
507-583-6620

132 2nd Ave NE • Blooming Prairie
507.583.6613 h FREE CONSULTATION

Dr. Deborah Lien
 DDS, MBS

Building 

Healthy
Smiles!

ORTHODONTIC SPECIALIST Mike’s
Ag & Truck Tire
REPAIR

870 32 Ave. NW, Owatonna
Emergency or on the farm repair

507-455-0388
(After hours 507-455-0483)

Sorenson’sSorenson’s 
Appliances & TV

Geneva, Mn
507-256-7258

GE, Frigidaire, Direct Tv, Danby, Crosley, Broan, 
Jenn-Air, KitchenAid, Maytag, Panasonic, RCA, 

Samsung, Toshiba, Whirlpool495 West N. ST.
Owatonna

507-451-7220

LARGE SELECTIONS
LOW PRICES

CREAMERY
TRY HOPE 

BUTTER FOR 
YOUR BAKING!
507-684-2019

Hope

Darrick Schewe
Owner

507-583-9994
Located in NAPA Auto Parts Building

You Are Looking at 
a Revolution In...

 Water Conditioners

Sales • Service • Rentals • Leasing

Garlick’s Water Conditioning
507-526-3616 or Toll Free 1-800-722-1282

www.garlickswater.com

Call today!
Authorized Independent Kinetico Dealer

Minimizer.com • 800-248-3855 • Blooming Prairie

800-248-3855
www.minimizer.com

Blooming Prairie

507-684-2100 
12880 SW 72nd Ave, Ellendale

Your ad could 
be here!

NUMBERS TO KNOW
Superintendent’s Office Hours
School days – 8:15 a.m. – 4:45 p.m.
and/or appointments by request
The superintendent’s office is located at the high school

Telephone Numbers
Please follow the directory options given, when you dial  
one of the following numbers:
High School Office/Superintendent’s Office  . . . 583-4426
Elementary School  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 583-6615

Fax Numbers
Elementary School Office  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 583-4415
High School Office . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 583-7952

On days when it is impossible 
for the school buses to operate 
or the weather conditions 
deteriorate during the school 
day, a notice will be broadcast 
over the following radio and TV 
stations:

KATE/KCPI (AM 1450 & FM 
94.9), Albert Lea

KAUS (FM 100), Austin
KDHL (AM 920), Faribault
KOWZ (FM 100.9), Blooming Prairie
KRFO/KAT KOUNTRY (FM 105 & AM 1390), Owatonna
KROC (AM 1340 & FM 106.9), Rochester
WCCO (AM 830), Minneapolis/St. Paul
KAAL – TV Channel 6, Austin
KARE – TV Channel 11, Minneapolis/St. Paul
KIMT – TV Channel 3, Mason City
KMSP – TV Channel 9, Minneapolis/St. Paul
KSTP – TV Channel 5, Minneapolis/St. Paul
KTTC – TV Channel 10, Rochester
WCCO – TV Channel 4, Minneapolis/St. Paul
    
A special emergency information sheet explaining details of 
emergency plans will be sent home with all of the children.

ADMINISTRATION   

Barry Olson   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Superintendent

Chris Staloch  .  .  .  .  .  . Elementary School Principal

John D. Worke  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . High School Principal

Alison Mach  .  . ..H.S Assistant Principal-Activities 
Director

FACULTY
Ranae Berg  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Social Worker

Susan Kramer   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . HS office

Mary Worke   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Counselor

Lauren Nelson  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . ESL

Lynna Reese   .  .  .  . Special Education Coordinator

Amanda Rennin  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . School Nurse 

Pam Johnson  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Cook

Lisa Bucher   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Cook

Stacy Magnus   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .SE Coord/Speech

Erin Mogensen  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Pysch

Justin Kiehne  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Interventionist

SECRETARIES
Nancy Clark  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Sup

Sharon Lea  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Sup

Kari Forystek  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Sup

Tammy Wurst  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . HS

Barb Kaplan  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . HS

Lonna Hefling  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Elem

Julie Naatz  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Elem

HIGH SCHOOL:
Ross Reishus
Kari Bottin
Ranell Kittelson
Ann Stephenson
Lisa Poe
John Bruns
Janet Luick
Kurt Foster
Erik Vigeland
Jenny Thomas
Sarah Oelkers
Dave Pfiefer
Kevin Driessen
Chad Gimbel
Michelle Southworth
Cory Hendrickson
Krista Reeder
Ryan Slack
Nathan Piller
Ellie Jones
Gina Hendrickson
Jen Flemming
Jennifer DeKok
Mackenzie Carter
Angie Carlson

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL:

Amy Ostrander
Lisa Bruns
Emily Henslin
Natalie Sorensen
Rachel Harberts
Heather Schiller
Kim Lea
Diane Pfieffer
Denise Hadrath

BUILDINGS & GROUNDS STAFF
Lee Peterson   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . HS

John Shoden  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . HS

Michael Alvey  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Elem

Todd Nelson  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Elem

PARA’S
Jan Anderson  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . HS

Sandra Basness  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . HS

Karen Inwards  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . HS

Lydia Vilt  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Elem

Peggy Tashima   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Elem

Jennifer Johnson  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Elem 

Muriel Leverington   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Elem

Angie Avery
Becky Johnson
Stephanie Murphy
Jenna Krell
Chelsea Van Roekel
Kayla Harvey
Matthew Kittelson
Haley Hasleiet
Kaylenna Miller
Paul Peterson
Diane Anderson
Lia Peterson
Ashley Marquardt
Andrew Hardecopf

Steve Swenson
Christy Harms
Kari Bottin
Krista Reeder
Ross Reishus
Kerstin Schewe
Brenda Berg
Angie Carlson

SCHOOL BOARD
Rodney Krell

Pam Hameister

Jenny Thurnau

Kelly Braaten

Jon Sunde

Michelle Vigeland

Steve Ille

About the school calendar
    The 2017-18 school calendar was compiled with the most recent 
information available.  Because time and dates need to be changed on 
occasion, parents should check school bulletins, newsletters or call the 
individual school for updated schedules before attending any events.  
Additional information can be found on the website: www.blossoms.
k12.mn.us

Student rights
    Student Records:  State Law gives the students and his/her parents 
or guardians the right to examine school administrative records.  When 
a pupil has reached the age of 18, access by parents or guardians is 
subject to the student’s consent.

Mission Statement and Belief System
for Blooming Prairie Schools

Mission Statement:
    The mission of Blooming Prairie Schools is to provide challenging 
opportunities for lifelong learning in a safe and caring environment.
Beliefs Definition:
    Beliefs help us define our fundamental values and drive the direc-
tion of our mission and goals.

Beliefs:
    We believe:
    1.  All children can learn and be successful.
    2.  All children need love, care, attention and nurturing.
    3.  All children need to have fun.
    4.  All children need and deserve respect.
    5.  All children learn at different rates and in different ways.
    6.  Community, parents, learner and educators share in the 
         responsibility for learning.
    7.  Success results in further success.
    8.  Schools create and control the conditions under which
         learners succeed.

September
Sept. 5 - First Day of School
October
Oct. 16 - Parent/Teacher Conferences
Students dismissed at 12:45 p.m.
High School Conferences from 1:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m.
Elementary School Conferences from 1 p.m.-3 p.m.
Oct. 17 - Students dismissed at 12:45 p.m.
Elementary Parent/Teacher Conferences from 1:30 
p.m.-8:30 p.m.
High School Teacher In-service
Oct. 18 - Teacher In-service. No School for Students
Oct. 19 & Oct. 20 - Education Minnesota – No School
Blooming Prairie Public School offices are closed.
November
Nov. 3 -  End of the 1st Quarter
Students dismissed at 12:45 p.m. - Teacher In-service
Nov. 6 - Start of 2nd Quarter
Nov. 22 - Teacher In-service. No School for Students
Nov. 23 and Friday, Nov. 24 
Thanksgiving Vacation
December
Dec. 22 - Students dismissed at 12:45 p.m. - Teacher 
In-service
Dec. 25 through Jan. 2 -Christmas Holiday Break
January
Jan. 3 - Classes Resume

Jan. 15 - Teacher In-Service. No school for Students.
Jan. 19 - End of the 2nd Quarter
Students dismissed at 12:45 p.m. - Teacher In-service.
Jan. 22 - Start of 3rd Quarter
February
Feb. 16 - Teacher In-service. 
No School for Students
Feb. 19 - Presidents’ Day – No School
March
Mar. 5 - High School and Elementary Parent/Teacher 
Conferences
Conferences from 4:30 p.m. – 8 p.m.
Mar. 23 - End of the 3rd Quarter
Mar. 26 - Start of 4th Quarter
Mar. 30 - Easter/Spring Break. No School
April
Apr. 2 - Easter/Spring Break. No School
Apr. 3 - Teacher In-Service. No school for Students.
May
May 25 - Graduation Practice. Last Day for Seniors
May 28 - Memorial Day. No School
May 31 - Last Day of School for Students. 
End of the 4th Quarter
Students dismissed at 12:45 p.m. - Teacher In-service
June
June 3 - Graduation

School calendar

Welcome 
Back 

Students!

Sponsored by these following area businesses:

Blooming Prairie 
Bus Company

    

  “Safety First!
 Be on Time!”237 Hwy Ave. S • Blooming Prairie 583-6671

656 3rd St. NE • Blooming Prairie, MN
Robert Salinas

Family-Owned
507-583-6620

132 2nd Ave NE • Blooming Prairie
507.583.6613 h FREE CONSULTATION

Dr. Deborah Lien
 DDS, MBS

Building 

Healthy
Smiles!

ORTHODONTIC SPECIALIST Mike’s
Ag & Truck Tire
REPAIR

870 32 Ave. NW, Owatonna
Emergency or on the farm repair

507-455-0388
(After hours 507-455-0483)

Sorenson’sSorenson’s 
Appliances & TV

Geneva, Mn
507-256-7258

GE, Frigidaire, Direct Tv, Danby, Crosley, Broan, 
Jenn-Air, KitchenAid, Maytag, Panasonic, RCA, 

Samsung, Toshiba, Whirlpool495 West N. ST.
Owatonna

507-451-7220

LARGE SELECTIONS
LOW PRICES

CREAMERY
TRY HOPE 

BUTTER FOR 
YOUR BAKING!
507-684-2019

Hope

Darrick Schewe
Owner

507-583-9994
Located in NAPA Auto Parts Building

You Are Looking at 
a Revolution In...

 Water Conditioners

Sales • Service • Rentals • Leasing

Garlick’s Water Conditioning
507-526-3616 or Toll Free 1-800-722-1282

www.garlickswater.com

Call today!
Authorized Independent Kinetico Dealer

Minimizer.com • 800-248-3855 • Blooming Prairie

800-248-3855
www.minimizer.com

Blooming Prairie

507-684-2100 
12880 SW 72nd Ave, Ellendale

Your ad could 
be here!
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Owatonna girls make statement in season-opening win over Tigers
By JOSH ZIMMER 

Sports Editor

OWATONNA -- The Owa-
tonna High School girls soccer 
team made a statement by sched-
uling Section 1AA foe Farming-
ton as the season-opener. 

They also made have made an 
early statement to the rest of the 
teams across the section. 

With a strong blend of speed 
offensively and a smothering 
defense, the Huskies downed the 
Tigers 2-0 Thursday night at the 
Owatonna Soccer Complex. 

“We’re really happy,” com-
mented head coach Matt Roddy. 
“Farmington is a team that the 
last few years - maybe more 
than that - we’ve really ended up 
really close at the end of the year 

when it came to seeding. Even 
though it’s the first game, it had 
a lot of implications on the year 
so we’re really happy to kick it 
off 1-0.” 

While the first minutes of 
the game was mostly a feeling 
out process for both teams, it 
wouldn’t be long after that the 
Huskies started to assert their 
dominance. In fact, through the 

first ten minutes of the match, 
the Tigers were able to obtain 
one possession in the offensive 
end, although it was short lived 
due to the smothering defense 
from Owatonna. 

The reasoning behind Owa-
tonna’s dominating performance 
is because they simply had the 
ball. From winning the 50-50 
balls to making a hustle play to 

force a turnover, Owatonna’s 
defense really never lost track of 
where the ball was. 

“We really felt in control all 
throughout,” added Roddy. “Ev-
ery time we lost it (the ball), we 
were working really hard and 

Staff photo by Josh Zimmer

Owatonna freshman Grace Wolfe fights Farmington’s Emily Schaffer for possesion during the first half of the Huskies 2-0 win over the Tigers Thursday night in the 
season opener at the Owatonna Soccer Complex. The Huskies defense allowed two shots on goal in the contest. 
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The BPHS football team 
held an annual event that has 
become quite popular in re-
cent years, and this year add-
ed the volleyball team to the 
occasion.  The squads hosted 
the “Meet the Teams” night 
last Wednesday night, and a 
large crowd of parents and 
fans turned out for the event.

Several parents watched the 
volleyball team go through 
some of their conditioning 
drills and some of their rou-
tines serving and at the net.  
Several of the football play-
ers conducted a mini training 
camp for youngsters, and then 
ach player was introduced to 
the crowd after that. The local 
quarterback club sponsored 
the event and those in atten-
dance had the opportunity for 
hot dogs, baked beans and 
chips, along with a beverage 

I don’t remember how many 
years the event has been held, 
but it has become a popular 
one and it gives parents and 
fans a chance to see a face to 
go with the player’s name.  It 
is a tradition worth continuing 
and is a worthwhile introduc-
tion to the fall sports season. 
All three fall teams are in ac-
tion this week, starting with a 
volleyball match tonight with 
JWP and continuing Thursday 
and Friday for the cross coun-
try team at Stewartville, and 
the football team traveling to 
Southland this coming Friday 
night.

A comic hero dies
It may be a frivolous oc-

casion, but one of my favor-
ite memories of the sixties 
and seventies proved to be 
gathering with don Narve-
son’s family and watching 
Jerry Lewis conduct his an-
nual labor Day telethon for 
the Muscular Dystrophy As-
sociation.  I guess thatwasa 
time when various celebrities 
and performers donated a few 
minutes of time to help Jerry 
raise funds for that particular 
cause.

Lewis died last week at 91, 
after sixty years of entertain-
ing audiences with his slap-
stick humor and his many 
movies, and he remained one 
of my favorite comedians of 
all time. His career endured 
over generations, and come-
dians of all time, partly be-
cause of his work on the tele-
thon.

Lewis appeared in 50 mov-
ies, and he and dean Marin 
at one time were even more 
popular than the Beatles or 
any other performers. Al-
though the two split in 1956 
and went on solo careers until 
just a few years ago, Lewis, 
especially didn’t miss a beat 
in entertaining audiences 
with his movies or standup 
comic routines.

Enjoy fall, root for the 
Blossoms, and we’ll talk 
again.

Kick off  is 
nearing 

Staff photo by Josh Zimmer

Blossoms running back Riley Millam hands the ball to Lance Lembke during an hour-long camp 
that Blooming Prairie players conducted. Millam will be a junior this season. 

By LEMAR NELSON 
Staff Sports Writer

A flurry of activity en-
compassed Blooming Prairie 
high school last Wednesday, 
Aug. 23, when the volleyball 
and football teams both took 
the opportunity to introduce 
themselves to the public This 
year the annual “meet the 
football team” added the vol-
leyball team to the equation, 
and the gym and McFarlin 
Field bustled for a couple of 
busy hours.

The volleyball team went 
into action first in front of 
some attentive parents with 
several floor demonstrations.  
Coaches Ranell Kittelson and 
Assistant Jennifer Wayne both 
led drills at serving, receiving 
serves, blocking and making 
kills at the net,  and demon-
strating agility drills by the 
individual players.  The ses-
sion illustrated the skills nec-
essary to excel at the game, 

and the hardworking group 
of team members acquitted 
themselves quite well.

Out on the football field, 
several players conducted 
mini-camps for youngsters 
and sponsored several skill 
drills for the youth.  Later in 
the evening, the 2017 Awe-
some Blossom team was in-
troduced individually to a 
large group of onlookers.  The 
occasion has been an annual 
event for several years and is 
sponsored by the local quar-
terback club.    The team even 
took time for squad pictures at 
the event.

Using annual memberships 
and other donations, the club 
sponsors several activities, 
such as meal money, equip-
ment, and other miscellaneous 
expenses that can’t be includ-
ed in the regular athletic bud-
get.  The athletes on both the 
volleyball and football teams 
expressed thanks for continu-
ing this popular tradition.

‘Meet the Blossoms’ night gives currents players chance to coach

F R E E  C O N S U L T A T I O N S

132 2nd Ave NE
Blooming Prairie, MN

583.6613Dr. Deborah J Lien
DDS, MBSORTHODONTIC SPECIALIST
www.drdeborahlienorthodontics.com

SOCCER
Continued on page 2C

County sports round up, 2C 

Huskies new ‘Mike’, 2C
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               Huskies 1-0    
SOCCER: from page 1C

Staff photo by Josh Zimmer

Owatonna senior Zach Mensink (21) goes through a drill in 
Tuesday’s practice at OHS. Mensink will slide into to the middle 
linebacker position after playing outside linebacker as a junior. 

Undisputed leader on defense

winning the ball back quick and 
applying good pressure giving 
them little room to work.”

In the 14th minute of the con-
test, Owatonna’s Kiley Fried-
richs managed to fire a shot 
passed Tigers’ keeper Lauren 
Wolter-Buchman to give the 
Huskies a 1-0 lead in the contest.  
During the play, captain Sophie 
Amundson attempted a header 
on a long counter ball to which 
she hit the pitch hard and would 
be down until after Friedrichs’ 
goal. The senior captain would 
not return to the game. However 
while not going into specifics, 
Roddy commented that it wasn’t 
a serious injury. Roddy also add-
ed that for the team to keep com-
posure after losing their captain 
was special. 

“It’s tough if you’re on a team 
and watch someone you count 
on and the team really needs 
walk out,” he added. “But, the 
girls pitched in to take her min-
utes and played well.” 

Just minutes after the first 
goal, the Huskies were looking 
to add more. However, a string 
of near misses were all that left 
Owatonna from blowing the 
game wide open to a huge mar-
gin. 

However, in the final minute of 
the first half, Owatonna’s offen-
sive pressure generated enough 
of a presence to carry over into 
the second half. 

Three minutes into the final 
half, the Huskies had a pair of 
near misses that again could have 
created breathing room. Syd 
Kretlow had a shot that would 
go off the back of a Tigers’ de-
fender while Jordan Whalen’s 

shot attempt just a minute later 
was stopped by Wolter-Buchman 
after she made a diving save. 

“We were disappointed not 
to extend the lead in the second 
half,” added Roddy. “ Reliev-
ing to have the first goal so we 
weren’t agonizing a 0-0 and we 
were giving up chances.” 

In the 29th minute, Steph Liel 

managed to add the insurance 
goal after receiving a feed from 
Krelow. 

Owatonna would hold the Ti-
gers’ offense to just two shots on 
goal, both of which came in the 
second half. 

By JOSH ZIMMER 
Sports Editor

OWATONNA - The 
Owatonna High School foot-
ball team is quickly approach-
ing their much-anticipated 
season-opener against Farib-
ault Sept. 1 at OHS Stadium. 

However, with a few days 
left of fall camp, the focus 
on fundamentals is still at the 
forefront of practice. 

 “I think the guys are really 
starting to pick it up, start-
ing to bring it,” commented 
Huskies defensive coordina-
tor Marc Achterkirch Tues-
day afternoon. “Last week 
was no contact essentially be-
cause you have to acclimate 
them; this week we can actu-
ally start to have a little bit of 
contact, you can start to see 
who wants to get downhill 
and mix it up a bit.” 

When the Huskies entertain 

the Falcons under those Fri-
day night lights, the defense 
might still carry the same bite 
as the 2016 season, despite a 
few fresh faces. 

The Huskies will have a few 
holes to fill within their start-
ing defense after losing six 
key members from a defense 
that helped guide Owatonna 
to the Class 5A state semifi-
nals a season ago. 

One position, which is nor-
mally protayed as the “quar-
terback of the defense” will 
also have to be filled after 
captain and Mike linebacker 
Ben Staska graduated. 

Fortunately for the long-
time Huskies assistant, he 
didn’t have to look too hard 
to find his leader of the de-
fense. 

After playing as an out-
side linebacker for much of 
the 2016 season, senior Zach 
Mensink will slide into the 
middle of the defense. Men-

sink, a honorable mention 
All-District performer as a 
junior, has already started to 
receive interests about the 
opportunity of playing at the 
collegiate level after receiv-
ing a pair of invites to sum-
mer camps from the Univer-
sity of Minnesota and the 
University of Iowa. 

“Zach has done everything 
he can to put himself in a 
great position for his senior 
year,” Achterkirch added. 
“He is definitely our leader 
on the defense.”

Achterkirch went into 
depth as to why the 5-foot-
10-inch, 220-pound line-
backer has garnered the title 
as the defensive leader for the 
Huskies, noting that first and 
foremost, he is the Mike.  As 
one of the roles of the posi-
tion, it becomes his responsi-
bility to relay the play from 
the sideline to the huddle and 
make sure players are prop-

erly lined up. 
“The great thing about Zach 

is not only is he invested in 
the weight room, he’s also a 
smart kid,” he added. “He’s 
invested in understanding the 
defense, not just his position, 
but the rest of the positions 
around him. So when guys are 
struggling a little bit, he can 
help them out and even help 
them out as the play is devel-
oping. He’s a great leader.” 

Achterkirch added that he 
always hopes that a Mike 
linebacker steps in and be-
comes the undisputed leader 
of the unit. In Mensink, the 
longtime assistant noted 
that’s exactly the case. 

“He’s making it clear ‘I’m 
the guy,” he said. “It’s great 
to have a guys like that.” 

The Huskies traveled to 
Lakeville North Saturday to 
participate in a pair of scrim-
mages with Champlain Park 
and Lakeville South. 

Huskies senior Zach Mensink to be the ‘Mike’ linebacker

NRHEG runners compete in Early Bird Invite

These are the results from the Chateau Raceway
at Lansing for the week of Aug. 25

This racing feature sponsored by:

No results due to being rained out

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspaper). 
At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to each 
newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. Please 
do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

2x2, 2x4 & 2x8 ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 8/27/2017 South

•  Help students build math skills
•  Serve 5+ hours, every school day
•  Receive student loan and tuition help for yourself, 

your child or grandchild
•  Full-time positions receive free health insurance 

Learn more and apply at:   
readingandmath.net

• HHellp sttuddedenttn s bbubuilililddd mam ththh sskikiilllls

CHANGE THE FUTURE – BECOME A TUTOR 
Get An Extra $15 Off & Free Shipping 
On Your 1st Order!
Call the number below and save an additional $15 plus get free shipping on 
your fi rst prescription order with Canada Drug Center. Expires December 
31, 2017. Offer is valid for prescription orders only and can not be used in 

conjunction with any other offers. Valid for new customers only. One time use per household. Use 
code 15FREE to receive this special offer.

Are You Still 
Paying Too Much For 
Your Medications?
You can save up to 97% when you fi ll 
your prescriptions with our Canadian 
and International prescription service.

Please note that we do not carry controlled substances and a valid prescription is required for all prescription medication orders.

Use of these services is subject to the Terms of Use and accompanying policies at www.canadadrugcenter.com.

Get an extra 

$15 off
plus 

FREE SHIPPING

Call Now: 877-210-2257 

Call Toll-free: 877-210-2257

ViagraTM    $2565.71
Typical US Brand Price for  100mg x 40

vs Sildenafi l*      
$146.00

Generic Price for 100mg x 40

Rosuvastatin* 
$148

Our Price

Generic equivalent of CrestorTM

Generic price for for 40mg x 100

CrestorTM 
$914.18

Their Price

Typical US Brand Price
 for 40mg x 100

Uneven 
concrete?

Free Estimates! Call Today.
1-800-795-1204

Don’t replace it, 
Raise it.

CLUES ACROSS
 1. Nocturnal rodents
 6. “Sin City” actress Jessica
10. Strong dark beer
14. Nebraska city
15. Inclined to avoid conflict
17. Mistaken belief
19. Expresses disgust
20. Greek goddess of the 
dawn
21. Cranky
22. Boy who wouldn’t grow up
23. Scots for “home”
24. Turfs
26. Countries
29. The duration of something
31. Pastries
32. Golf score
34. Reasonable
35. Female parents
37. Art __, around 1920
38. Beloved sandwich
39. Damaged
40. Long time
41. One who rears
43. Without
45. Occupational safety and 
health act
46. Political action committee
47. Geological period
49. Swiss river
50. Type of mathematical 
graph
53. Doctors are sworn to it
57. One’s concerns
58. Type of wrap
59. Foray
60. Born  of
61. A temporary police force

 CLUES DOWN
 1. __ and circumstance
 2. Bowfin fish
 3. Ready money
 4. Expression of satisfaction

 5. A person who lacks good 
judgment
 6. Cooks where one
 7. Majors and Oswald
 8. __ humbug
 9. Salts
10. Type of hound
11. A notice of someone’s 
death
12. Disgust with sweetness
13. Barbie’s friend
16. Rectal procedures
18. Partner to carrots
22. Group of cops (abbr.)
23. First Chinese dynasty
24. A favorite of children
25. Being a single unit or thing
27. Fencing swords
28. New England river
29. Sino-Soviet block (abbr.)
30. Insect feeler
31. Payment (abbr.)

33. Director Howard
35. Large deep-bodied fish
36. Architectural term describ-
ing pillars
37. Chargers legend Fouts
39. Awaken
42. Covered
43. Frock
44. Cools a home
46. Congratulatory gestures
47. __ fide
48. Ancient Incan sun god
49. Card players’ move: __ up
50. Gentlemen
51. Educational organizations
52. Actress Daly
53. Southern sky constellation 
(abbr.)
54. Midway between east and 
southeast
55. Small European viper
56. Language close to Thai

Let’s  get you movin!
Jennifer Walsh

507-438-6676
email: jenwalsh@kw.com

web: jenwalsh.kw.com

WEEKLY CROSSWORD

Answers on 4C

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspaper). 
At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to each 
newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. Please 
do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

2x2, 2x4 & 2x8 ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 8/27/2017 South

•  Help students build math skills
•  Serve 5+ hours, every school day
•  Receive student loan and tuition help for yourself, 

your child or grandchild
•  Full-time positions receive free health insurance 

Learn more and apply at:   
readingandmath.net

• HHellp sttuddedenttn s bbubuilililddd mam ththh sskikiilllls

CHANGE THE FUTURE – BECOME A TUTOR 
Get An Extra $15 Off & Free Shipping 
On Your 1st Order!
Call the number below and save an additional $15 plus get free shipping on 
your fi rst prescription order with Canada Drug Center. Expires December 
31, 2017. Offer is valid for prescription orders only and can not be used in 

conjunction with any other offers. Valid for new customers only. One time use per household. Use 
code 15FREE to receive this special offer.

Are You Still 
Paying Too Much For 
Your Medications?
You can save up to 97% when you fi ll 
your prescriptions with our Canadian 
and International prescription service.

Please note that we do not carry controlled substances and a valid prescription is required for all prescription medication orders.

Use of these services is subject to the Terms of Use and accompanying policies at www.canadadrugcenter.com.

Get an extra 

$15 off
plus 

FREE SHIPPING

Call Now: 877-210-2257 

Call Toll-free: 877-210-2257

ViagraTM    $2565.71
Typical US Brand Price for  100mg x 40

vs Sildenafi l*      
$146.00

Generic Price for 100mg x 40

Rosuvastatin* 
$148

Our Price

Generic equivalent of CrestorTM

Generic price for for 40mg x 100

CrestorTM 
$914.18

Their Price

Typical US Brand Price
 for 40mg x 100

Uneven 
concrete?

Free Estimates! Call Today.
1-800-795-1204

Don’t replace it, 
Raise it.

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspaper). 
At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to each 
newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. Please 
do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

2x2, 2x4 & 2x8 ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 8/27/2017 South

•  Help students build math skills
•  Serve 5+ hours, every school day
•  Receive student loan and tuition help for yourself, 

your child or grandchild
•  Full-time positions receive free health insurance 

Learn more and apply at:   
readingandmath.net

• HHellp sttuddedenttn s bbubuilililddd mam ththh sskikiilllls

CHANGE THE FUTURE – BECOME A TUTOR 
Get An Extra $15 Off & Free Shipping 
On Your 1st Order!
Call the number below and save an additional $15 plus get free shipping on 
your fi rst prescription order with Canada Drug Center. Expires December 
31, 2017. Offer is valid for prescription orders only and can not be used in 

conjunction with any other offers. Valid for new customers only. One time use per household. Use 
code 15FREE to receive this special offer.

Are You Still 
Paying Too Much For 
Your Medications?
You can save up to 97% when you fi ll 
your prescriptions with our Canadian 
and International prescription service.

Please note that we do not carry controlled substances and a valid prescription is required for all prescription medication orders.

Use of these services is subject to the Terms of Use and accompanying policies at www.canadadrugcenter.com.

Get an extra 

$15 off
plus 

FREE SHIPPING

Call Now: 877-210-2257 

Call Toll-free: 877-210-2257

ViagraTM    $2565.71
Typical US Brand Price for  100mg x 40

vs Sildenafi l*      
$146.00

Generic Price for 100mg x 40

Rosuvastatin* 
$148

Our Price

Generic equivalent of CrestorTM

Generic price for for 40mg x 100

CrestorTM 
$914.18

Their Price

Typical US Brand Price
 for 40mg x 100

Uneven 
concrete?

Free Estimates! Call Today.
1-800-795-1204

Don’t replace it, 
Raise it.

By LEMAR NELSON 
Staff Sports Writer

NRHEG’s cross country got 
an early start to their season 
when they competed at the Fair-
mont Early Bird invitational 
Friday, Aug. 25.  The Panther 
boys finished fifth over the 2.5 
course, while the girls had an in-
complete score.  St. James won 
the boys division, with Fairmont 
second, while Fairmont and 
LCWM ran one and two for the 

girls in the 11-team meet.  
Senior Ben Lewer timed a 

15:07 in his class for 5th place, 
and Dan Nydegger took fourth 
in the freshman class with 
a 15:48.  Tenth grader Agro 
Gushwa timed a 16:07 for 7th 
in the sophomore class, and se-
nior Kollin Reese and freshman 
Gavin Anderson had times of 
17:01 and 19:42 in their respec-
tive classes.

‘Both Lewer and Nydegger 
earned medals”, commented 
Coach Mike Weber, “Lewer ran 

with confidence, and Nydegger 
will be fun to watch, as he is 
just a freshman. Gushwa ran an 
impressive race, and he will be 
a key to our success this year. 
Reese and Anderson have come 
into the season fast, and a fifth 
place team finish is perhaps pure 
s at this annual meet.”

For the girls junior Madisyn 
Buetel placed 14th in her class 
with a 19:46 time, and sopho-
more Jade Mely timed a 20:11 
for 4th in her class. Sophomore 
Mia Williams finished the in-

complete team score for the Pan-
thers with a 22:24.

As Coach Weber remarked, 
“Mely has been our number one 
runner and is starting this season 
where she left off by earning a 
medal in this meet.  Buetel ha 
a strong finish last year and is 
starting this season where she 
left off.  If we can fill the other 
varsity spots, it would be a good 
year, I think.”

Staff photo by Josh Zimmer

Nate Smith (4) celebrates after scoring during the first half of Owatonna’s 1-1 tie 
to Farmington Thursday at the Owatonna Socccer Complex. The Huskies also 
tied with Lakeville North 1-1 Saturday. 

Huskies start season with pair of  tiesCounty scores
Monday
Girls Tennis: 
Owatonna 4-3 Lakeville North

Tuesday:
Girls Tennis:
Owatonna 7-0 Faribault 
Owatonna 4-3 Northfield

Saturday:
Boys Soccer
Owatonna 1-1 Lakeville North
Girls Soccer
Owatonna 1-0 Lakeville North
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3-WEEK SPECIAL: $30
BUY TWO WEEKS, GET THE THIRD FREE
UP TO 20 WORDS; 10¢ FOR EACH WORD AFTER

REACH OVER 17,000 IN 
OVER 12 COMMUNITIES

Classifieds
FOR SALE REAL ESTATE AUTO

To place an ad: Call: 507-583-4431, E-mail: bptimes@frontiernet.net, Mail: P.O. Box 247, Blooming Prairie, MN 55917

634-7503

Cleary Building Corp.

MINI STORAGE
New Building

Large Units Now Available

10 x 24....$70.00/month

Weekday hours:

8-12:00 & 1-5 p.m.
Saturday hours:

8-12:00

Excellent Location
At Cleary Building Corp.

702 7th St. Circle SE
Kasson, MN

(507)634-6640

CDL driver over the road dryer van. 
Driver benefits included. Paid holidays, 
vacation pay, and 401K health plan.

Krueger Trucking
Austin, MN
1-800-634-3317
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CAREER OPPORTUNITY

Pleases send resume to: 
bpannie@frontier.com or call 507-319-1549

Inside Sales
A fast growing weekly newspaper and shopper in Dodge County is 
looking for an aggressive inside salesperson to take the newspaper 
and shopper to new heights. In addition to regular newspaper, we pub-
lish 20 plus special tabs each year with high sales volume. 
The candidates must be committed to achieving sales goals, being a 
teamplayer, creative, must be willing to be coached, trained, have a 
great personality and want to be successful. 
We are looking for someone who is not afraid to sell, who is eager and 
willing to learn and who is highly motivated to service customers and 
help the customers grow their business.

Responsibilities and Qualifications include:
• Provide superior customer service.
• Achieve sales goals.
• Successful candidate will be well-organized and motivated!
• Must be creative and detail oriented.
• Willingness to take on new projects.
• Excellent telephone communication 

This position is part-time and can lead into full-time. 
We provide base PLUS commission.

AA/EOE *Applications on line at www.elmhomes.org or in person

ELM Homes is a community based agency working with individuals who 
display a range of challenges including intellectual and developmental dis-
abilities, mental health and individuals who require medical support. Full 
and Part time positions available with flexible hours in Hayfield, Mantor-
ville, Owatonna, and Waseca areas. Positions include every other weekend 
including Friday. Work in a relaxed, home atmosphere, meet new people, 
and gain life experience!

•Must be 18, have a valid drivers license, and background checks are required. 
•Wages range from $12.00-$14.00 DOE and location. 

If interested please contact Mandy 507-835-1146 M-F, 8:30a- 4:00p, 
or fill out an application at www.elmhomes.org 

CNA’s $1,000 Sign On Bonus
Part-time Days
Full Time & Part Time PM

RN/LPN - $1,000 Sign On Bonus*
Full Time Days including Administrative Duties
Part Time PM and Overnights

ADON - $1,000 Sign On Bonus*
Full Time Days 
Exciting New Opportunity

*STOP IN FOR WAGE DETAILS*

Block Scheduling - No Mandated Shifts

FIND EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES AT

KENYON SUNSET HOME & 
GUNDERSON GARDENS

Kenyon Senior Living offers a friendly faith based work environ-
ment and a full range of benefits including health insurance, 
403B Savings Plan, PTO and 8 Holidays per year! 

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER & PROVIDER

127 GUNDERSON BOULEVARD, KENYON, MN 55946

GUNDERSON GARDENS:
Home Health Aide
Part Time and On-Call Shifts
Part Time Overnights 
     

www.KenyonSeniorLiving.com
Enjoy a rewarding career in long-term healthcare – 

Call Cristi Tungland, DON at 507-789-7122 or 
email ctungland@kenyonsunsethome.com

All shifts include 
every other weekend And holidAy.

*20-40 hours a week to qualify for bonus

Make the

Right Move

Request an application by calling 507-583-4426, ext. 431 or by completing 
an online application at https://blossoms-portal.rschooltoday.com/page/2818.  

Questions may be directed to Chris Staloch, Elementary Principal, 
at cstaloch@blossoms.k12.mn.us or by calling 507-583-6615, ext. 223.  

Apply by September 8, 2017.  Position open until filled.

EOE.

Applications are being 
accepted for part-time 
elementary playground 

supervisor. 
Tentative hours are from 

10:30 am - 12:30 pm. 

ELEMENTARY PLAYGROUND 
SUPERVISOR

ECSE (EARLY CHILDHOOD 
SPECIAL EDUCATION) 
PARAPROFESSIONAL

Request an application by calling 507-583-4426, ext. 431 or by completing 
an online application at https://blossoms-portal.rschooltoday.com/page/2818.  

Questions may be directed to Chris Staloch, Elementary Principal, 
at cstaloch@blossoms.k12.mn.us or by calling 507-583-6615, ext. 223. 

Apply by September 8, 2017. Position open until filled.

EOE.

Applications are being 
accepted for an ECSE 

paraprofessional. 
Hours are from 8 am - 3 pm. 

(approximately 32.5 hours per week).  

                                     Week of August 27, 2017             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

HIRING OPEN HOUSE 
RDO Equipment Co. is hosting a hiring event 
on Wednesday, September 6 and Thursday, 
September 7 from 12:00pm-7:00pm. The 
event takes place at the Burnsville (Con-
struction) store, located at 12500 Dupont 
Ave S, and is open to anyone interested in 
a career with RDO Equipment Co. We are 
seeking ambitious, dedicated, and talented 
people to join the team. RDO Equipment 
Co. will be conducting onsite interviews 
for positions in multiple store departments 
including Service, Parts and Sales. Inter-
ested candidates are strongly encouraged to 
bring an updated resume. No pre-registra-
tion is required.  To learn more please visit:  
h t t p s : / / t i n y u r l . c o m / r d o e v e n t s
E O E / M / F / D i s a b l e d / V e t e r a n

LOOKING FOR 
SEAN BANKS & DEANNA BANKS 

Please get in touch with your 
sister Laura Banks 858/243-8288. 
Our mother Dorothy has passed.

EXPERIENCED SEMI-DRIVERS
Sugarbeet, potato harvest. Sept 20-Oct 
28. Valid driver’s license required. Em-
ployees subject to random drug testing. 
Camper hookups available. Emanuel-
son Farms, Drayton ND 701/454-6122

MIDDLETON 
FARMERS COOPERATIVE 

Middleton, Wisconsin is seeking a quali-
fi ed CEO/General Manager. Full service 
coop with sales of $22 million. Success-
ful agricultural business management 
and fi nancial experience desired. Apply: 
https://tinyurl.com/yan64ykv Contact:  
David.Lemmon@chsinc.com 320/219-0270

BEST GRAPE STOMP! 
Sept. 15-17 150 vendors, 13 bands, 
700+ grape stompers, stunt dog show, 
stomp for paws rescue auction and 
more! Carlos Creek Winery, Alexandria

OLD TIME FLEA MARKET 
Sept 3-4; Hwy 371 N. Pine River, MN. 
Farm Antiques & Primitives. Lots of 
Old & Unusual. Largest of the Sea-
son. Gates open 7AM Sun-Mon. 
FirstMondayMn.com 218/507-0706

A PLACE FOR MOM 
The nation’s largest senior living re-
ferral service. Contact our trusted, lo-
cal experts today! Our service is free/
no obligation. Call 844/347-2104

GOT KNEE PAIN? 
Back Pain? Shoulder Pain? Get a 
pain-relieving brace - little or no 
cost to you. Medicare patients call 
health hotline now! 800/755-6807

DONATE YOUR CAR 
truck/boat to Heritage For The Blind. Free 
3-day vacation, tax deductible, free tow,  
all paperwork taken care of 800/439-1735

DISH TV 
190 channels. $49.99/mo. for 24 mos. 
Ask about exclusive Dish features like 
Sling® and the Hopper®. Plus high-
speed internet, $14.95/mo. (Avail-
ability and restrictions apply) TV 
for less, not less TV 855/562-4309

STOP OVERPAYING 
FOR YOUR PRESCRIPTIONS! 

Save! Call our licensed Canadian & Inter-
national pharmacy, compare prices & get 
$25.00 OFF your fi rst prescription! Call 
877/210-2257 Promo Code: CDC201725

MISCELLANEOUS

EVENTS

HELP WANTEDEMPLOYMENT

NOTICES

ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES

YOUR AD HERE! 
One phone call & only $279

to reach a statewide audience 
of 3 million readers!!! 

1-800-279-2979

EMPLOYMENT
New Restaurant Now Hiring 
all positions. Mail resume 
to: Misplaced Magnolia, 111 
West Main St., Kasson, MN 
55944 or email @misplaced­
magnolia.com.  34tfn
insulation installers: Im­
mediate openings for insula­
tion installers, attic blowers 
and helpers. Experience 
helpful, will train. Medical, 
Dental, Disability, 401K, 
Holiday pay, Vacation pay. 
Valid drivers license and 
medical card a plus. Ap­
ply at: City Wide Insulation 
6834 11th Ave SW Roches­
ter, MN 55902 507­281­1311 
 35,36,37p
Wanted: Man to help pump 
septic tanks, do drain clean­
ing, back hoe work, cutting 
and hauling logs for firewood. 
Class A, B CDL is needed­ 
will train if needed. Call Leth 
Sewer 635­5590 or 251­9121. 
 35,36,37nc

FOR RENT
Apartments for rent, 1, 2 & 
3 BR, gas & elec. Included. 
507­273­7386.  50­1p, 2tfc
Hayfield, 1 BR apt, laundry 
on­site, off street parking, 
heat included, must be 62+ 
or handicapped/disabled, 
rent based on income, Equal 
Housing Opportunity, Call 
507­477­2316  42tfc 
Blood Clot patients, if you 
have experienced an filter, 
call 507­201­8964 to speak 
with a lawyer. You may be 
entitled to compensation. 
  tfc
KASSON, 1 BR apt, laundry 
on­site, off street parking, 
heat included, must be 62+ 
or handicapped/disabled, 
rent based on income, equal 
housing opportunity, call 507­
634­4188.  42tfc 
     BLOOMING PRAIRIE 1 bd 
second floor smoke free apts 
for 62+ or disabled persons. 
Rent based on income & ALL 
utilites included! 507­451­
8524 www.lifestyleinc.net tdd 
507­451­0704. Equal housing 
opportunity.  33,34c;35nc
2 BD ­ DODGE CENTER 
Available Oct!  $710 p/mo. 
One year leases & no pets. 
Spacious apt with large clos­
ets, AC, DW, blinds and much 
morel 507­633­2178 or 507­
451­8524 www.lifestyleinc. 
net tdd 507­451­0704 EHO. 
 34­35c;36nc

WANTED
FARM LAND to cash rent in 
or near Canisteo To wnship. 
Call Wayne Larsen at 507­
202­3411.  33,34, 35nc
Wanted: Adult Tricycle in 
good condition. Please call 
507­676­1144.  35,36,37nc
HELP WANTED: PCS/Care­
giver in NW Rochester in 
private home. Every Friday & 
Sa   turday night 7p.m.­7a.m. 
and/or every other Saturday 
7a.m.­7p.m. No heavy lifting. 
$12.59 per hour. Will train. 
May apply for some or all. 
507­289­2756    37­38p;39ncSERVICES

HAMM’S WELDING - All 
types, aluminum, stainless 
steel, cast iron, fabrication 
work and repairs. HAMM’S 
WELDING, 528­2524, rural 
Claremont.  9tfc
Dodge County Printing, wed­
ding invitations, bumper 
stick ers, graduation invita­
tions, pens, can holders, 
letter heads, envelopes, 
business cards, carbon­less 
forms, computer stationery. 
Ask about other items avail­
able, 507­634­2661.  33tfp
Have you taken lnvokana and 
suffered any serious side ef­
fects? Call 507­573­4551 to 
speak with a lawyer. You may 
be entitled to compensation.  
 tfc

FOR SALE
If you or a loved one have 
taken Xarelto and suffered 
any serious side effects, call 
507­573­4430 to speak with 
a lawyer. You may be entitled 
to compensation.  tfc
GRAB AND GO BOKAYS for 
$9.99. Free Delivery, in town, 
Owatonna. Call for delivery 
507-451-7673. cedarfloralde-
signstudio.com email: cedar­

floral.com The right arrange-
ment for all occasions.  1tfc
Household Sale: Large 
wraparound couch, coffee ta­
ble, TV stand and speakers, 
corner hutch, nice large wood 
corner desk table w/ 4 chairs 
and much more! Please call 
for appt. 475­3571. 35,36,37p
FRESH VEGTABLES­HAY­
FIELD Tomatoes, canning or 
eating, gourmet garlic, candy 
onions, sweet green and red 
peppers. Call Rick Rueh­
mann 507­477­3337 or 507­
421­1466. 36,37,38p
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Grand Champion – Gary 
Muchow, Belgian Dark 
Strong; Second Place – Korey 
Borchert, Sweet Stout; Third 
Place – Korey Borchert, Wee 
Heavy. 

Standard American: 
• Jon Hilstad, Owatonna, 

Cream Ale
• Gary Brannon, Owatonna, 

American Wheat
• Aaron Niklaus and Nick 

Schlicker, St. Paul, American 
Wheat 

Amber and Brown 
American Beer: 

• Terrence Flynn, Owatonna, 
American Brown Ale

• Tim Hunst, Owatonna, 
American Brown 

• Brian Davis, Lyle, 
California Common

American Porter and 
Stouts: 

• Aaron Niklaus and Nick 
Schlicker, St. Paul, American 
Stout 

• Jon Hilstad, Owatonna, 
American Porter

• Korey Borchert, Owatonna, 

American Porter

American IPA: 
• Korey Borchert, Owatonna, 

IPA
• Eric Reithmeier, Owatonna, 

IPA
• Max Schauweker, 

Owatonna, IPA 

Mixed American IPA: 
• Mark Sebring, Owatonna, 

NE IPA
• Aaron Niklaus and Nick 

Schlicker, St. Paul, Rye IPA
• Terrence Flynn, Owatonna, 

NE IPA

American Pale Ales: 
• Max Schauweker, 

Owatonna, APA
• Matt Kottke, Owatonna, 

APA
• Max Schauweker, 

Owatonna, APA

Mixed British Ale
• Korey Borchert, Owatonna, 

Wee Heavy
• Tim Holland, Owatonna, 

British Brown 
• Bob Olson, Owatonna, Wee 

Heavy 

Stouts: 
• Korey Borchert, Owatonna, 

Sweet Stout
• Bob Olson, Owatonna, 

Sweet Stout
• Peter Cook, Owatonna, 

Sweet Stout

Strong British Ale: 
• Mark Sebring, Owatonna, 

Winter Warmer
• Terrence Flynn, Owatonna, 

Old Ale
• Brian Davis, Lyle, Old Ale 

Mixed: 
• Brett Bahr, Bloomington, 

Blond Coffee Ale 
• Mark Sebring, Owatonna, 

Coconut Porter
2. Brian Davis, Lyle, Imperial 

Rye Stout
3. Matt Kottke, Owatonna, 

Ginger Beer 

Bock: 
• Brian Davis, Lyle, Smoked 

Weizenbock
• Brian Davis, Lyle, 

Dopplebock
• Chuck Fowler, Dopplebock 

Belgian and Sour Ales: 
• Gary Muchow, Belgian 

Dark Strong
• Terrence Flynn and Gary 

Muchow, Raspberry Lambic
• Tim Hunst, Berliner Weiss 

International Light Beer: 
• Brian Davis, Lyle, 

International Pale Lager
• Brian Davis, Lyle, Kolsch
• Tim Pelton, Owatonna, 

Kolsch 

German Lager: 
• Brian Davis, Lyle, Marzen 
• Max Schauweker, 

Owatonna, Schwarzbier
• Mark Sebring, Owatonna, 

Vienna

Label Contest: 
• Tim Hunst, Lettin’ Off 

Some Steam 
• Matt Kottke, Radical Red
• Tim Hunst, Berliner Weiss 
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Group uses fair booth to hit tough topic
	 Father encourages people to talk about suicide

By RICK BUSSLER 
Publisher

An oversize portrait of a 
teenager who seemed to be 
normal caught the attention of 
fairgoers walking by a display. 
But with the photo comes lots 
of pain and heartache for a 
Dodge County family. 

The photo showed 15-year-
old Jacob Sikel before he died 
suddenly in 2012. His family 
is hoping the portrait will help 
draw attention to a touchy 
subject that many people often 

try to avoid. Sikel committed 
suicide, one of eight people, 
including five youths, to do so 
in Dodge County in 2012.

Jacob’s father, Robert Sikel, 
founded the Open Arms Yel-
low Ribbon, a suicide pre-

vention program throughout 
Dodge and Steele counties 
and beyond. The organization 
brought a somber message 
with hope of helping others 
during the Steele County Free 
Fair last week. 

“This is my therapy,” Rob-
ert says. “I’m trying to pre-
vent suicide. The only way to 
prevent suicide is to talk about 
it,” he said. “I want people to 
know it’s ok to ask for help.”

As Robert greets fairgo-
ers with prevention informa-
tion, he finds suicide still has 
a harsh stigma to it. He often 
finds parents who once they 
realize what the booth is about 
shuffle their kids along and 
block their view so they can’t 
see what it is about. 

Though people can make 
donations to the suicide orga-
nization, Robert says it’s not 
about the money at all. “Our 
exposure is the most important 
part of being here,” he said. 
“They think if you talk about 
it, they will do it. It’s actually 
the opposite,” he added. 

When Robert found his son 
dead in his room on July 30, 
2012, it came as a complete 
shock and surprise to every-
one. “He was always the hap-
py kid. He loved life,” Robert 
said. “He just had a really 
good heart and liked to help 
others.”

Robert said his son did not 
show any signs of being de-
pressed. “Something hap-
pened and sent him in a down-
ward spiral,” he said. 

Prior to the suicide, Jacob 
got a hold of Adderall pills 
from a friend and overdosed 
on them. “Unfortunately it 
only took one time to crash 
that hard,” Robert said. 

Jacob left the family a 
note in which he referred to 
“messing up a lot” in his life. 
“That’s what is weird,” Rob-
ert says, “He wasn’t messing 
up. Kids are kids. They make 
mistakes, but unfortunately 

this one took his life. We still 
wonder why.”

What hurts even more for 
Robert is that Jacob assured 
his father he would never 
commit suicide. 

Suicide prevention has be-
come a second full-time job 
for Robert since his son’s 
death. He is also an electri-
cian. Robert has attended 
suicide prevention training 
in Colorado and has done 
more than 40 presentations at 
schools, churches and other 
places throughout southern 
Minnesota and northern Iowa. 
When speaking to schools, he 
hits the bullying topic hard.  

Robert encourages anyone 
who is dealing with someone 
with a mental health crisis to 
stay with the person, listen 
and get help for them immedi-
ately. “You are their lifeline,” 
he said. “Take them serious-
ly.” 

“We just don’t want another 
family to experience this,” 
Robert said. “That’s what fu-
els my fire and desire to con-
tinue.”

Suicide, Robert said, is 
prevalent and everywhere. 
What complicates matters is 
that suicide is still “swept un-
der the rug” by many people, 
according to Robert. 

The group will kick off 
National Suicide Aware-
ness Week with a fundraiser, 
Jacob’s Run, on Sept. 9 in 
Owatonna. The event is open 
to motorcycles and cars. Reg-
istration takes place at Spa-
retime Entertainment at 8 
a.m. with the run beginning 
at 10:30 a.m. Robert hopes to 
raise funds for 10 scholarships 
of $500 each to be awarded to 
area graduates next spring.  

OWATONNA
Ag Partners – Storm Sammon
Alexander Lumber 
Amy Swain Hearing Center
Balance Healthcare
Bank Plus
The Blast
Block Plumbing
Bosch Automotive Service Solutions
Daniel & Jennifer Buck
Dr. Brian & Kari Bunkers
CarQuest Auto Parts
Cartime of Owatonna
Cashwise Foods 
CliftonLarsonAllen
Cole’s Electric
Community Bank 
Curt’s Truck & Diesel Service  
D & M Construction & James Bros.
Dennis Jensen Auctioneering
Dietz Construction, LLC
Don Loken Drainage Inc.
Don Loveless
ERA Gillespie Real Estate
Fairview Animal Medical Center
Fareway Food Stores
Farmers Feed & Pet Supply
Federated Insurance 
Four Seasons Electric
Grass Family

Buz & Cea Grass
Hansen Farms
Heartland Animal Hospital
Heinz Insurance 
Dr. Grant & Lori Heslep
Home Federal 
Hometown Motors
Hy-Vee Food Store
International Steel Erectors
Jensen Tree Moving
Karen Solomon
Kath Moving & Transfer
Kernel Restaurant
Kibble Equipment
Klecker Livestock
Larry’s Liquors
Legend Seed/Golden Harvest Seed, 
   Mike Klecker
Let’s Ride Boots & Apparel
M & P Hay
Mark’s Repair 
McCabe Motors
Mike’s Repair &  
   Extinguisher Service
NAPA Auto Parts - Owatonna
Noble RV 
Northland Farm Systems
Ole & Lena’s
Olympic Fire & Protection
Owatonna Bus Company

Owatonna Motor Company
Owatonna Groundsmasters, Inc.
Owatonna Heating & Cooling
Owatonna Mayor, Tom Kuntz
Owatonna Mutual Fire Insurance
Pichner Family Farms
Prairie Ridge Orthodontics, 

    Dr. Jeff Loveless
Ringhofer Insurance Agency
Roberta Jensen - Gillisepie Beauty Salon
Sara’s Sweets - Sara Klecker
Smith, Tollefson, Rahrick, & Cass
     Attorneys at Law 
State Farm Ins. - Steve Carroll
Stransky Farms
Sweet’s Towing & Repair
Tim’s Auto Service
TraLo Trucking Companies
United Prairie Bank - Owatonna
United Prairie Insurance Agency
US Bank - Owatonna
Walbran & Furness, Chartered, Mark Walbran
Wencl Construction
Wenger Corporation
Vern & June Wilker
Wolfe & Sons
Woody’s Home Improvement
Wottreng Family Dental 
BLOOMING PRAIRIE
B to Z Hardware
Bixby Feed Mill
Blooming Prairie Bus Company
Dairyland Seed
Express Pressure Washers
Farmers Co-op Elevator Assn.
Johnson, Doerhoefer & Miner Acctg
New York Life Insurance
R & R Insurance
Saddle Butte Seed
CLAREMONT
CHS - Rochester
Wilbur Ellis
ELLENDALE
Bruce & Rose Ann Kubicek 

Nelson Farms & Auctioneers
Steve’s Meat Market
HOPE
Krause Livestock
SunOpta Grains & Foods
MEDFORD
Gillis Ag, LLC
Medford Bus Company
Paul & Jean Gillis
Performance Seed & Insurance Agency
STEELE COUNTY ORGANIZATIONS
Steele Co. Concessionaires
Steele County Free Fair (SCFF)
Steele County Sheriff, Lon Thiele
“OUT OF COUNTY” 
Channel Seed - Hollandale
Compeer Financial - Northfield
Farm Front Futures, LLC - Albert Lea
First National Bank - Waseca,
   Offices in Hope & Ellendale
Geneva Lumber
Godfather’s Pizza - Owatonna
Gold Star Amusements 
Matejcek Implement - Faribault
Moon Ranch
Morgans’s Meat Market - New Richland
R&S Grain Systems
Rep. John Petersburg - Waseca
Seykora Automotive
Stampin’ Up, Kim Glover 

Steele County Free Fair 
4-H Market Livestock Sale
Thanks to these 2017 Buyers!

2018  4-H  MARKET LIVESTOCK SALE•STEELE COUNTY FREE FAIR
Saturday, August 18 • Swine Arena • 8:30am Buyers’ Breakfast • 9am Market Sale
2017  SALE COMMITTEE :  Bill Arthur, Mike Dinse, Eric Finholdt, Angie Jensen, Kelly Katzung, LaVerne 
Klecker, Rick Klemmensen & Brad Lewison
Steele County 4-H Members, Parents, 4-H Club Council and Extension Staff also wish to THANK all those who have supported our 
Steele County 4-H program through the 4-H Food Stand, Shop with Santa, and our 4-H Pasta Dinner & Silent Auction. Your support 
makes good things happen for Steele County youth!

I’m trying to prevent suicide. 
The only way to prevent suicide 
is to talk about it.”
	 – Robert Sikel

an Ag-focused Cooperative 
that turns Progress into 
Powerful solutions for 

our customers.Agronomy • Energry • Grain • Feed • Financing

cfscoop.com
THE POWER OF PROGRESS

Flanked by a large portrait of his son, Robert Sikel uses his son’s suicide to teach others about 
suicide prevention. Last week he offered prevention tips to fairgoers at the Steele County Free Fair. 
Jacob Sikel was 15 when he committed suicide at the family’s home south of Claremont in 2012.

Open Arms 
Yellow Ribbon 
Fundraiser

Saturday, 
Sept. 9
8 a.m.

Sparetime 
Entertainment

Owatonna

Motorcycles and 
cars encouraged 

to join in 
Jacob’s Run

Homebrew Results:

Bo Moriarity, Claremont; No-
lan Leiran, Albertville; Dominik 
Lulic, Rochester; Raelyn Tilus, 
Jordan; Noah French, Kasson; 

Rylee Hilner, Owatonna; Vonda 
White, Owatonna; Maria Miran-
da, Albert Lea. 

Bike Winners:
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