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Kicking off Blooming Prairie s homecoming, Ben Smith and 
Leah Shiefert were crowned homecoming king and queen.

Homecoming royaltyBanquet honors Blossoms

By HOWARD LESTRUD 
Staff Writer

A deluge of rain in late September has forced 
Blooming Prairie area farmers to play a strategy 
game in deciding how to harvest some fields still con-
taining wet conditions.

“I still have dust and that makes me happy,” re-
marked Jim O’Connor of O’Connor Farms when 
navigating his 8230 Case combine.

Dust wasn’t always on the horizon when this writer 
sat in the instructional seat of the O’Connor combine 
last week. “When you see rain hit the windows, it’s 
not a good feeling,” said O’Connor. As the harvest 
continued, the rain cloud passed over and the sun 
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A blazing lesson in prevention
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Anatomy of 
a domestic

MN barns
By KYLIE RICE 

Staff intern

Barns are something that capture 
the interest of a person, no matter 
if you’ve grown up on a farm, or 
lived in the city your entire life. 
Something about the towering 
roof tied with the simple use of the 
building holds the viewer’s atten-
tion. The barn always seems to be 
the heart of the farm. “There is a 
little bit of farmer in all of us.” re-
marked Doug Ohman as he spoke 
Wednesday night at an Owatonna 
Community Education program. 

Ohman is a Minnesota photog-
rapher who travels the state photo-
graphing old barns. “I like to say I 
have the best job in the world. I get 
to drive around the backroads of 
Minnesota snapping pictures, I’ve 

Staff photo by Rick Bussler

The killing of two more police 
officers, this time in Palm Springs, 
during their response to a call of a 
family fight underscores the dan-
gerousness of family violence. 
For hundreds of years, the cultural 
norm has been to look away, to 
leave it to the family to do either do 
nothing or to find their own solu-
tions.  It has become increasingly 
clear, however, that intimate vio-
lence carries with it a cost to com-
munities as a whole. The burdens 
are not contained within that abu-
sive household.

To be clear, the vast majority of 
domestic abuse situations never 
come to the attention of law en-
forcement. Here is a look at what 
happens in those that do.  Once 
officers respond, they typically 
separate the parties and try to un-
derstand what has happened. If the 
responding officers agree there is 
probable cause to believe domestic 
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Blooming Prairie 
Firefighter Je emy 
Wangen took a quick 
break from teaching 
a lesson in fi e 
prevention last week 
to adjust a fi e helmet 
on Jeff ey Bruns, a 
kindergarten student 
from Blooming Prairie 
Elementary School. 
The kindergarten class 
toured the fi e station 
in preparation for this 
week’s Fire Prevention 
Week, which stresses 
the importance of fi e 
safety, and showed 
that learning about 
fi e prevention can 
never start too soon. 
Area fi e departments 
will be going into the 
classrooms to teach 
fi e safety throughout 
the week. See inside 
pages for additional 
fi e prevention tips for 
all ages.

By EMILY SCHOENBECK
County Staff Writer

Some of Blooming Prairie’s 
most vibrant blossoms returned 
Saturday night to be honored for 
their achievements since they 
graduated.

The Blooming Prairie Education 
Foundation banquet awarded its 
distinguished service and honored 
school staff member accolades, as 
well as inducted members into the 
Blooming Prairie Athletic Hall of 
Fame.

Barry Olson, Blooming Prai-
rie Schools’ superintendent, gave 
the greeting to banquet attendees 
on behalf of the Blooming Prairie 
school system.

“I think you should be proud of 

our educational system,” Olson 
said, “Things are going very well 
in blossom land.”

The first honoree to speak was 
Linda Christenson, who’s being 
awarded the foundation’s distin-
guished female service award. 
Christenson, despite growing up 
with polio, has dedicated her life to 
community service. 

When speaking of her illness, 
Christenson said, “It has given me 
a good angle.” She attributes her 
desire to help others in part to her 
own health difficulties

“I am just honored beyond be-
lief,” she said of the award.

Missy Avery Ahrens was hon-
ored next as the female addition to 
the hall of fame. Her athletic career 
scored her MVP status in three dif-

ferent sports her senior year.
“Are you sure I’m old enough?” 

Ahrens joked. She was the young-
est person inducted that night. At 
least 15 years have to pass between 
an alum’s graduation and their in-
duction. Ahrens was selected the 
first year she was eligible

“I’m truly honored to be stand-
ing here tonight,” Ahrens said, “be-
ing nominated by one of my heroes 
makes this moment even more 
special.” Lisa Bruns, another hall 
of fame member, recommended 
Ahrens for the honor.

The male addition to the hall of 
fame was recognized next, all 19 
of them. The entirety of the 1966 

BANQUET
Continued on page 3A

“With a wet year like we’ve  had, 
you can’t put enough tile in”

– Jim O’Connor

Staff photo by Howard Lestrud

Dust is welcome over rain when Blooming Prairie farmers are in the field harvesting soybeans.
Here, Jim O’Connor of O’Connor Farms pilots a Case 8230 combine on the O’Connor home 
farm just west of Blooming Prairie.



It isn’t easy making mistakes. Not for the one who 
makes them or for the ones who are the collateral 
damage as a result. We have been running a series 
this year on DWI and although we have listed statistics 
and graphics and even graphic images, the problem 
continues.

We can only hope to educate and provide people 
with information to digest. Obviously, it is not up to an 
educational or informational system to make the ac-
tual choices for individuals. It is, however the respon-
sibility of an entire community to help to educate, to 
inform, to warn and to get involved.

There is one more thing, though that needs to be 
added to the education, the information, the warnings 
and the hands on involvement.

Those are all valid and important components to 
dealing with a problem that has run rampant in soci-
ety. It is a problem that is no respecter of persons. The 
pain has hit big cities as well as small town America. It 
has affected both the rich and the poor. It has taken a 
toll on the guilty and the innocent. 

That being said, knowing the evils of, the horror sto-
ries and the pain that the wrong choices have created, 
there is a component that is lacking in the dealing with 
the problem. 

A component that many tend to overlook. 
It is the choice to take the side of mercy when deal-

ing with the aftermath and to reach out to the one who 
was caught up in the fray. The one who made the mis-
take and whose life will ever be changed as a result. 

We don’t, as a society, do very well in the aftermaths. 
We are so sure that the preventative measures will 
work that we don’t plan on fallout. That lack of wisdom 
and insight has left many wounded and dying on the 
battlefields of everyday, ordinary life.

Guilt is a vice that tightens. Surely those who have 
suffered the collateral damage want to see suffering as 
payback. Perhaps you have made mistakes in which 
no mercy was afforded. There are many excuses for 
not reaching out. None good enough.

If we truly reap what we sow, then perhaps we will 
need to reap mercy somewhere in our not too distant 
future. Perhaps we are not infallible. Perhaps we will 
fall into a mistake of epic proportions or maybe just 
one that hurts a lot. We can forsake our own mercy 
when we choose not to reach out and sow ourselves 
into the healing and comfort of one who has been bro-
ken.

Those who are forgiven and healed with mercy have 
an excellent chance to recover and learn from the mis-
takes and become productive members of society. 
They may even learn how to walk without the limp of 
shame. 

On the other hand, those who are abandoned, tend 
to remain abandoned. They also tend to make more 
mistakes in the midst of the pain. 

So, you see, mercy can be another preventative 
measure to someone’s future. Perhaps even your 
own.
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Letters to the EditorGuest column

Support for Daniels 
Rep. Brian Daniels de-

serves your vote for re-election.  
He is in St. Paul

fighting for you the taxpayer, 
small business people and fami-
lies to keep

your hard earned money in 
your pockets and to me - that is 
a good thing!

Who doesn’t think that is 
a good thing?  A radio ad on 
KOWZ 100.9 paid for

by the House DFL Caucus 
attempts to persuade voters that 
fighting for you and

tax relief is a bad thing!  The 
House DFL think you are an 

ATM for their tax
and spend agenda and ask 

you to turn your back on Rep. 
Daniels and put Patti

Fritz back in office to push 
their tax and spend, tax and 
spend agenda.

Who is better at determining 
where you should spend your 
money?  You or the

Bureaucrats and Politicians 
in St. Paul?  No more tax and 
spend!! Rep.

Daniels has our backs as 
taxpayers and we should have 
his in November!  Vote

Rep. Brian Daniels for Dis-
trict 24B on November 8th!

David Anderson
Lonsdale

By ROBERT BEUSSMAN

The 2016 legislative session 
was a major letdown for trans-
portation advocates. Despite bi-
partisan agreement that it is one 
of the biggest issues facing our 
state, legislators could not agree 
on how to fund transportation 
needs across Minnesota. As a 
result, the project to expand 
U.S. Highway 14 to four lanes 
from Rochester to New Ulm 
once again fell by the wayside. 

Only 24.5 miles remain to 
complete the expansion of this 
vital corridor of commerce, but 
it’s going to take a lot of money 
to finish the job—MnDOT esti-
mates about $300 million—and 

the price will only go up if we 
delay any longer.

That is why the U.S. Highway 
14 Partnership is asking all leg-
islative candidates along High-
way 14 to support an increase 
in the gas tax to raise the money 
needed to finish Highway 14 
and fund other transportation 
projects across the state. 

Many current legislators and 
candidates are quick to argue 
that the public doesn’t support 
a gas tax increase. However, we 
disagree. In August and Sep-
tember, the U.S. Highway 14 
Partnership received nearly 700 
separate survey responses from 
residents and business leaders 
from Brown, Blue Earth, Nicol-

let, Waseca, Steele, Dodge and 
Olmsted counties. The results 
of this survey found that 64.3 
percent of respondents support 
increasing the gas tax if it would 
raise the money needed to fin-
ish Highway 14. When told the 
amount an average driver would 
pay, that support rose to 74%.

Further, our survey found 
that there was little appetite 
for diverting funds from other 
state programs such as educa-
tion and health and human ser-
vices to pay for transportation 
needs. It was clear that respon-
dents would prefer to pay a little 
more to finally finish Highway 
14 rather than see cuts to other 
programs. 

While our survey was not sci-
entific, the results are very simi-
lar to a scientific poll conducted 
by the national firm Harper 
Polling in November 2015. In 
that poll, which was authorized 
by the Minnesota Transporta-
tion Alliance, 61 percent of 
respondents from the counties 
along Highway 14 said they 
would support raising the gas 
tax if “the revenue it generated 
would be specifically directed 
to fund the completion of the re-
pairs and widening along High-
way 14.”

Our view
Don’t forsake your own mercy

Seeking legislators who can get the job done

It’s perhaps one of the 
biggest moves I have seen 
towards repairing what has 
been an on-going effort in 
recent years to stripping 
away the meaning of fam-
ily and Thanksgiving.

The Mall of America has 
gone cold turkey in ending the 
practice of staying open on 
Thanksgiving Day. Alleluia. 
Finally somebody is com-
ing to their senses and doing 
what’s best for families and 
not their own pocketbooks.

This is one of the smart-
est moves I have seen in 
business for a long time. It 
renews my faith that business 
people aren’t as heartless as 
many have come to think. 

Last week’s announcement 
that the mall will close its 
theaters, Nickelodeon Uni-
verse and many of its other 
attractions as possible is caus-
ing a stir in the retail world.

In the past, I have con-
demned the practice of 
businesses being open on 
Thanksgiving. I have even 
gone as far as writing an open 
letter in this column to Min-
nesota’s Target Corporation. 

It seems over the past few 
years retail businesses think 
it’s just fine to join in on what 
has become known as the 

Black Friday creep. Many 
retailers have opened as early 
as 5 p.m. on Thanksgiving in 
an effort to get an early jump 
on grabbing the almighty 
shopping dollar. Forget about 
settling in for a turkey feast 
and enjoying family to-
gether. In the eyes of some, 
it means nothing and that’s a 
travesty on so many levels.

It has become apparent that 
large retailers value commer-
cialism ahead of the values 
of Thanksgiving. The state 
of our families is already in 
such a precarious situation 
of falling apart, many times 
by no fault of their own. But 
the larger issue remains how 
do we keep our fragmented 
families from taking a greater 
nosedive into brokenness. 

Here’s what the mall of-
ficials said in making their 
decision: “Give this day back 
to our employees so they can 
celebrate with their families.”

It’s my desire that the 
mall’s decision will restart a 
national conversation about 
the values people attach to 
holidays. After all, something 
needs to change to save our 
families. We need to have the 
sacredness Thanksgiving has 
long offered our families. 

Even as a businessman 
myself, it has never made 
sense to me to rob already 
time-starved families on 
one of the most important 
days of the year for fam-

ily to make this happen. 
I don’t think we need to 

be reminded, but I’m go-
ing to any way. Thanksgiv-
ing is about family, love 
and thankfulness. Churches 
encourage us to spend time 
together and focus on the true 
meaning of giving thanks. 

While money is certainly 
important to our very exis-
tence, America is not solely 
built on the almighty dollar. It 
is about family, God, respect 
and care for each other and 
of course, freedom to be 
whoever you want to be. 

I hope other retailers will 
follow suit of what the mall 
has decided. We need to 
take back what’s happening 
around us on major holi-
days. If businesses are still 
insistent on tempting us with 
sweet Black Friday deals, 
boycott them and don’t go.

What to do after turkey 
dinner? That’s a no-brainer. 
Play a game or watch a 
movie. Take a walk outside. 
Visit with each other (without 
electronic gadgets in hand). 
Have another scrumptious 
desert. Or, perhaps most 
importantly, give thanks 
for the many blessings we 
have in this country. 

We can start by giving 
thanks to the megamall for 
its mega decision to go in hot 
pursuit of putting a little more 
thanks into Thanksgiving. 

A mega move 
that deserves 
much thanks

HIGHWAY
Continued on page 3A
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I understand a politician’s fear of touting a tax increase, but it’s 
time for our legislative candidates to face the facts. In 2015, Repub-
licans and Democrats agreed that the state needs an additional $600 
million per year for highways and bridges. Nothing comes close 
to raising this money as quickly and efficiently as the gas tax. For 
example, a gas tax increase of 10 cents per gallon would raise about 
$300 million a year while costing the average driver in Minnesota 
around $54. The state could make significant progress on highway 
repairs, and most drivers would only have to pay about as much as 
it costs a couple to go out to dinner and a movie. 

As we move into the home stretch of the election season, it’s cru-
cial that voters along Highway 14 speak up about the need to finish 
Highway 14. Only 24.5 miles remain, but it is going to take strong 
leadership at the State Capitol to get it done. We deserve leaders 
who are willing to stand up for their constituents and support a real-
istic and responsible solution to finally fix Highway 14.

To see the full results of the U.S. Highway 14 Partnership’s trans-
portation funding survey, go to http://ushighway14.com/wp-con-
tent/uploads/2016/09/Survey-Results-packet-9.29.pdf.

Robert Beussman is the mayor of New Ulm and 
president of the U.S. Highway 14 Partnership

Plea to finish Highway 14
HIGHWAY: from page 2A

The Minnesota Department of 
Health has launched a new on-
line tool to help residents get a 
more accurate picture of radon 
levels in their counties. 

Radon is an odorless, color-
less, gas that occurs naturally in 
Minnesota soils. It is the leading 
cause of lung cancer among non-
smokers. More than 21,000 lung 
cancer deaths each year in the 
U.S. are linked to radon.

Radon can enter homes 
through cracks or openings in 
walls or foundations. The only 
way for a resident to knowif 
their home has high levels of ra-
don is to test. Radon is a problem 
everywhere in Minnesota, and 
everyone in every county should 
test their home. Renters should 
also test their homes and discuss 
the results with their landlords.

MDH created the new inter-
active county radon maps and 
charts using five years of data 
from 2010-2014. The analy-
sis found that 759 properties in 
Steele County were tested dur-
ing this period with 67 percent 
of them having high average 
radon levels (4 pCi/L or above). 
For levels of 4 pCi/L or higher, 
MDH recommends taking ac-
tion, including installing a ra-
don mitigation system. Overall, 
about two in five Minnesota 
homes have dangerous levels of 
radon gas.

“Radon is a problem all across 
Minnesota but it can be hard to 
know if you have a problem be-
cause you can’t see it or smell 
it,” said Dan Tranter, MDH in-

door air program supervisor. “It 
is important for home buyers 
knowtheir rights and get poten-
tial homes tested for radon so 
any problems can be fixed before 
buying a house.”

The 2014 Minnesota Radon 
Awareness Act requires sellers 
to inform home buyers whether 
their home has been tested for ra-
don and if so, what the levels are 
and whether the home has been 
mitigated for radon. In addition, 
sellers must provide a warning 
statement and a two-page publi-
cation about radon to the buyer. 
Radon tests can be incorporated 
into a home inspection. The law 
does not require radon testing or 
mitigation; only disclosure of 
whether testing or mitigation of 
the home has been done. There is 
no disclosure or notification re-
quirement when signing a lease, 
unlike when buying a home.

Testing is easy, free, and only 
takes three to five days. Test kits 
are available for pick up at the 
Steele County Environmental 
Services Office, County Admin-
istration Center, 630 Florence 
Avenue, Owatonna, (507) 444-
7475.  Office hours are Monday-
Friday 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

Tests should be done in the 
lowest level of the home that 
is frequently occupied. If your 
home’s level is at or above 4 
piC/L, you should consider veri-
fication testing and having a ra-
don mitigation system installed. 
MDH maintains a list of certified 
radon mitigation contractors

For more information on ra-
don testing and mitigation, visit 
MDH’s radon website at  http://
www.health.state.mn.us/divs/eh/
indoorair/radon/mitigation.html, 
call the Minnesota Department 
of HealthIndoor Air Unit at 651-
201-4601 or 1-800-798-9050, or 
contact the Steele County En-
vironmental Services Office at 
(507) 444-7475. To see how ra-
don has affected the lives of can-
cer patients and their families, 
visit CanSAR.

Scott Golberg
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Steele County homes have 
elevated radon levels and 
should be tested

What happens after a domestic abuse call is made
DOMESTIC: from page 1A

Wrapping up the soybean harvest
COMBINING: from page 1A

Minnesota is loosing over 100 historical barns per year
BARNS: from page 1A

been doing this for 17 years pro-
fessionally.” But more than just 
a photographer, Ohman likes 
to say he is a storyteller, and a 
gatherer of Minnesota history. 

The slideshow at the event 
displayed some of Ohman’s 
work, and filled the room with a 
sense of awe. “I used to photo-
graph churches around Minne-
sota. One day, I realized that all 
of these barns I was driving past 

and ignoring were worth the 
same attention as the churches. 
Every single one of these barns 
has a story. Most people think 
that once you’ve seen one barn, 
you’ve seen them all. I’ve come 
to find that isn’t true.” 

“I realized that as a photogra-
pher if I did not get the story, I 
am missing the best part.” Ohm-
an said. “A photograph without 
the story is only halfway there.” 

Ohman has spoken at numerous 
other locations in Owatonna, 
including the Village of Yester-
year, the Sons of Norway, and 
the Owatonna Public Library. 

  Along the road of his career, 
Ohman has been able to get 
to know quite a few farmers. 
“There is always two things I 
notice about farmers. One is that 
they never ever throw anything 
away.” Laughter filled the room 

as everyone nodded in agree-
ment. “You walk into a farmer’s 
barn and find endless loops of 
twine to fix hay bales, or large 
rolls of electric fencing wire.” In 
one case, Ohman recounted the 
story of the farmer who bought 
a bright blue telephone booth 
from an auction, just because 
it was a steal of $5. The booth 
still sits unused outside of the 
farmer’s barn. 

  “The other thing I always 
notice is a farmer’s hands. One 
farmer agreed to let me take a 
picture of his hands, and that 
is one of the pictures I love the 
most. We are a nation of farm-
ers.” Ohman stated. “We are a 
country based on the hard work, 
the determination, the ethics, ev-
erything that farmers loved, and 
you can see that in their hands.” 

 According to a study by the 

University of Minnesota, we 
lose historical barns at the rate 
of 100 per year, with most of 
those being over 100 years old. 
“We’re losing history every 
day,” Mr. Ohman said. “But 
we can change that. We need to 
keep the trails of the past alive. 
History is all about stories, and 
it is our duty to tell them.” 

abuse has occurred, the law then 
requires officers to try to deter-
mine who was the primary, first 
aggressor. If they are able to do 
so, that person is arrested. If the 
person is not still present when 
officers initially arrive, they 
seek to locate and speak with 
that person before making the 
determination about whether 
charges are appropriate. Man-
datory arrest must generally be 
carried out within 24 hours.

After arrest and booking at 
the Adult Detention Center 
is complete, officers transmit 
their reports to the prosecut-
ing authority. The city attorney 
has jurisdiction for non-felony 
domestic crimes occurring in 
Blooming Prairie, and the county 
attorney handles all felonies and 
for lower level offense occur-
ring in the rest of Steele County.  
Charges may issue in the form 
of a ticket or in the form of a 
formal complaint that contains a 
summary of the actions the State 
believes give rise to the charges. 
Prosecutors may make follow-
up recommendations to law en-

forcement concerning further 
investigation. As science has 
demonstrated that a person who 
has just experienced a traumatic 
event may well be unable from 
a neurobiological perspective to 
immediately provide all neces-
sary and relevant information, 
or to provide that information in 
a straightforward, chronologi-
cal, understandable fashion, it 
is becoming more of a standard 
practice for law enforcement to 
follow-up with the victim, and 
potentially with the accused, a 
few days later.

The accused person appears in 
court generally within 36 hours 
of arrest. Ideally, a bail study 
will have been completed and 
filed to provide the judge with 
background information rel-
evant to the issues the judge is 
obligated under the law to con-
sider: will the accused return to 
court voluntarily, and are there 
concerns about public safety? 
A judge can set bail, conditions 
the accused must abide by while 
the case is pending, or both. A 
history of past warrants for fail-

ing to appear in court will likely 
lead to the requirement that the 
accused post some kind of bail. 
In domestic abuse cases, condi-
tions can include restricting the 
accused from his/her own home, 
a requirement to abstain from 
alcohol and non-prescribed 
drugs when the situation alleged 
seems to have been exacerbated 
by use by one or both parties in-
volved, and may include other 
restrictions on the accused’s 
contact with the alleged victim 
and children in the household. 
These significant deprivations 
of liberty are not ordered with-
out serious consideration of the 
available information.

Bail studies include informa-
tion about past criminal history 
and chemical health concerns. 
Other relevant factors include 
the accused’s ties to the com-
munity, such as a local address, 
family in the area, and employ-
ment. The study can also in-
clude recommendations about 
conditions that might “keep the 
peace” until the criminal matter 
is resolved. If an accused is pre-

vented temporarily from being 
in the home, generally the judge 
will provide that the person 
can make one visit home in the 
presence of a law enforcement 
officer to retrieve necessary 
items, which includes not only 
clothing and toiletries but also 
work boots, tools and important 
papers. Efforts are made by the 
probation officer completing the 
bail study, as well as by the pros-
ecutor’s office, to connect with 
the alleged victim to determine 
what that person is requesting in 
order to feel safe while the mat-
ter works its way through the 
courts.

As the case goes through the 
court system, the alleged victim 
is consulted a number of times. 
Sometimes her/his requests 
seem puzzling or counterintui-
tive.  Next week we will look 
at the laws concerning victim’s 
rights and the valid reasons why 
many victims take positions oth-
er than “nail ‘em and jail ‘em.” 

Boys’ Basketball Team and 
coaching staff was inducted. 
They’re the only Blooming Prai-
rie boys’ basketball team to ever 
claim a regional title. Several 
members of the team addressed 
the audience.

“Our winning margin aver-
aged 15 point,” Bob Tonolli re-
called, “The emotions were just 
unbelievable going to state.”

John Sanders remembered 
at the start of that season, “we 
thought we had great possibili-
ties.”

Bill Fritze, a member of the 

coaching staff that year said, 
“I’m glad to be a blossom. I was 
a blossom for 16 years.”

There were several jokes pok-
ing fun at one another, and Fritze 
recalled the first time the team 
entered Williams Stadium for 
the state tournament they had 
been awed by the size. One had 
even asked, “How many bales of 
hay do you think we could fit in 
here?”

Loren Elinger addressed the 
crowd next on behalf of his fa-
ther Charlie, this year’s honored 
school staff member. Charlie 

was a custodian for Bloom-
ing Prairie schools back in the 
1930’s and 40’s.

“My dad took precious care 
of not just the building, but the 
children and staff as well,” Lo-
ren Elinger said, “Charlie will 
never really leave the school. He 
will always be remembered.”

The final recognition given 
that night was to Dr. Les Han-
sen. He received the distin-
guished male service award for 
his work as a teacher at the Uni-
versity of Minnesota, as well as 
his outstanding research into the 

genetics of fertility, health, and 
survival of dairy cows. His work 
has garnered him international 
recognition, and his hometown 
is happy to join the number of 
people who have honored him 
for his work.

At the end of the evening, 
Julie Noble, the foundation’s 
president, was happy with the 
turnout.  She noted this year was 
especially exciting because of 
the unique honoring of a whole 
team.

“We have a lot of wonderful 
alumni,” Noble said.

Banquet honors awesome alums
BANQUET: from page 1A

came out, making O’Connor 
happy once again.

The challenges remained 
ahead as O’Connor came across 
some wet ground on his 160-
acre home farm that forced him 
to strategize and section off the 
field to avoid getting his com-
bine stuck. “Howard, you will 
have to hook up the chain when 
we get stuck,” O’Connor joked 
(maybe he wasn’t joking).

O’Connor is the patriarch of 
the O’Connor Farms business.

O’Connor Farms is operated 
by Jim, son Pat, son-in-law Sam 
Wencl and Craig Strand. Help-
ers around the farm include 
Jake Lightly and Chris Wacek. 
“There are others, friends, rela-
tives and neighbors who help us 
out and work together for one 
common goal,” Jim O’Connor 
said. O’Connor Farms raises 
7200 hogs and farms more than 
3000 acres.

The O’Connors wrapped up 
the soybean harvest late last 
week and then planned to be-
gin the corn harvest. Pat said 
the soybean harvest was “pretty 
good” with yields being in the 
upper 60 bushels to the acre, 
about 10 to 15 bushels above 
average.

Other farmers in Steele, 
Dodge, Freeborn and Mower 
counties reported wet conditions 
for the soybean and corn har-
vests that caused some adversi-
ty. Some farmers have reported 
over 70 bushels to the acre on 
soybeans and up to 235 bushels 
to the acre on corn.

The harvest is looking good.

Most area farmers reported 
good yields except in an area 
in Newry Township where hail 
struck four to five times during 
the summer and stripped many 
of the plants.

Soybeans harvested by 
O’Connor Farms contained 
about 12 percent moisture which 
is desired, said Jim and Pat 
O’Connor.

Let’s get back into the com-
bine and harvest some more soy-
beans with Jim O’Connor. He 
called it “mud bogging” on this 
particular day. “Let me know 
when you see water or frogs,” 
he said in a more serious tone.

As we were on a ride-along 
program (similar to police ride-
alongs, not really), we imme-
diately learned more about the 
equipment that was carrying us 
and more about the fields we 
were traveling.

The Case combine uses a 
40-foot Draper head enabling 
O’Connor to harvest about 15 
acres in an hour. The combine is 
also guided by a GPS. Punching 
a “Nudge” button will allow cor-
rections as minutely as an inch.

We were harvesting on 
O’Connor’s 160-acre home 
farm, his 35th crop on this 
field located just west of the 
O’Connor bin site. “We’ve 
made a lot of improvements on 
this field in respect to drainage 
and without tile, this field would 
be a disaster,” O’Connor relat-
ed. “With a wet year like we’ve  
had, you can’t put enough tile 
in,” he added.

O’Connor said crops from this 

field “are more consistent in soil 
health.”

Beans being harvested on 
O’Connor Farms are sent to 
Fairmont where they are pro-
cessed into soybean meal for 
feed consumed by hogs and 
cattle. Some of the beans are 
also exported through Cargill 
and CHS. Most of the bean crop 
will go to the Orient, O’Connor 
said. “There’s a lot of hungry 
people in the world,” O’Connor 
believes.

As farmers harvest, they also 
carefully watch the farm mar-
kets from their combine cab. 
O’Connor is no exception. He 
said beans are currently at $9 a 
bushel and corn is just over $3 
a bushel.

As we headed to the end of 
a bean row in the field, the ma-
chine echoed a sound mindful 
of a video game, ordering us to 
turn.

The harvest efficiency is 
spiked by a process where Sam 
pulls a huge cart alongside the 
combine. It’s called unloading 
on the go. The cart will hold 
1000 bushels. The combine will 
hold up to 400 bushels.

What happens to the field after 
it is fully harvested? “Manure,”  
O’Connor quickly replies. “It’s 
locally produced organic fertil-
izer that comes from the process 
of making bacon,” he said.

O’Connor said safety is al-
ways of prime concern for he 
and his work crews. “One can 
get pretty tired when running a 
combine and breaks are encour-
aged,” he suggested.

O’Connor said he loves farm-
ing. “It’s my chosen occupation 
and I am playing my role in the 
local food chain. I am a produc-
er so others can be a consumer.

Still making dust, O’Connor 
reflects on the Pioneer soybean 
variety that “has been real good 
for us for a lot of years.”

“Oh, Oh! water,” O’Connor 
proclaims as he pilots his huge 
farm rig through some greasy 
soil. The feeling for the com-
bine operator and member of the 
media was like gliding on an ice 
rink. 

“Come on machine, you’re 
into it now. As long as you keep 
moving, you will be OK. It’s 
like going for it on fourth down. 
If we make it through this, I am 
not coming back through it.”

The journey through the mud 
was successful mainly due to the 
piloting of O’Connor. 

O’Connor said, in his mind, 
he knows the soil type and fertil-
ity level of virtually every field 
the O’Connors harvest. Know-
ing your fields is part of a farm-
ing operation, O’Connor says.

“The good thing is there is 
a crop here. I have combined 
beans in below zero weather.”

This harvest marks the 43rd 
year O’Connor has operated a 
combine.

As we neared the end of 
my instructional and observa-
tional period in the combine, 
O’Connor said a farmer’s entire 
gross income comes down to 
what they are doing at harvest 
time in the fall. “The rest of the 
year, it’s all expenses,” he said.
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Kicking off homecoming 
on Monday night, Blooming 
Prairie brought some of 
its most beloved students 
center stage for the 2016 
homecoming coronation.

Rose Johnson and Jake 
Hyland served as masters of 
ceremonies. They welcomed 
to the stage royalty candidates 
Ben Smith, who escorted 
Leah Shiefert and Elijah 
Baker, who escorted Kylie 
Forystek. Wyatt Grundmeier 
was accompanied by Laura 
Grant. Bryan Fristedt walked 
up Courtney Wobschall before 
he doubled back to walk with 
Camden Heimerman, who 
was without a queen candidate 
to escort.

Once everyone was settled 
on stage, the candidates 
competed in the newlywed 
game and answered questions 
from their partner’s favorite 
color to who their favorite 
hockey player was. Since 
Heimerman didn’t have 

a partner, he was first 
challenged with keeping three 
balloons in the air and then 
spinning a Frisbee on his 
finger. He managed the later, 
but the balloon challenge got 
away from him. At the end of 
the game, the candidates were 
then awarded scary movies 
in honor of October, with 
such brilliant titles as “Killer 
Clowns from Outer Space”.

As the night wound down, 
the time came to crown the 
homecoming king and queen. 
The king candidates were 
asked to stand first, and after 
a dramatic pause, Ben Smith 
was crowned king.  The queen 
candidates were asked to line-
up, and Leah Shiefert, Smith’s 
partner was crowned as well.

The court joined their 
classmates in celebrating 
homecoming with dress-
up days and Friday’s 
parade. Together with their 
community, they added 
another great chapter to the 
legacy of Blooming Prairie 
homecoming and Blossom 
pride.

Crowning kicks off homecoming

BY EMILY SHOENBECK 
County Staff Writer

Staff photo by Emily Schoenbeck

King Ben Smith and Queen Leah Shiefert gather with their homecoming court and masters of ceremonies, including Jake Hyland, Elijah Baker, Kylie Forystek, Camden Heimerman, Courtney Wobschall, 
Bryan Fristedt, Laura Grant, Wyatt Grundmeier, and Rose Johnson. The candiates this year represented students from across the school from theater to sports.

Submitted photo

Coach Worke’s junior varsity and ninth grade volleyball players 
dressed as clowns for their entry in the Homecoming parade. 
The team earned second place for its entry. 

Staff photo by Emily Schoenbeck

Art club members recreated a rollercoaster with their costumes 
in hopes the football team would “roll” to victory.

	              Staff photos by Howard Lestrud amd Emily Schoenbeck

(Top) Blooming Prairie seniors Jake Hyland and Camden Heimerman put some finishing touches
on their display located near the commons area. Students in grades 8-12 participated in the hall 
decorating contest from 6-8 p.m. on Sunday, Oct. 2. 
(2nd) As the MCs announce Ben Smith homecoming king, he is congratulated by his fellow king 
canidates. This year’s homecoming court were a close group.

Staff photo by Emily Schoenbeck

Two boys volunteer as banner bearers for the high school band. 
The band played several songs for the gathered parade crowd.

Staff photo by Howard Lestrud

At this year’s pep fest, students competed in a pie eating contest, 
where they could not use their hands.

Staff photo by Emily Schoenbeck

(From left to right): Elijah Baker, Kylie Forstek, Bryan Fristedt, 
Courtney Wobschall, Luara Grant and homecoming Queen Leah 
Shiefert pose for a photo at halftime of BP’s homecoming game. 

Staff photo by Emily Schoenbeck

The Blooming Prairie brass section marches withe rest of the high 
school band in the parade.

Staff photos by Howard Lestrud amd Emily Schoenbeck

(Top) The sophmore class won the Blooming Prairie High School Homecoming decorating contest 
in the hallways at the school. Those helping with the decorating won ice cream sundae treats. 
Shown adjusting the display are sophomores Cody Anderson and Zach Haberman.
(2nd) Instead of the newlywed game, canidate Camden Heirman competes to keep three balloons 
in the air for a minute to score points. He was sadly unable to do so.
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I am honored to represent the people of District 
24B including Rice, Dodge and Steele Counties.

I look forward to seeing you at the  
Steele County Fair, August 12-17.

Stop by the DFL booth to say “Hi”. I would love to see you!

Prepared and paid for by (Patti) Fritz Volunteer Committee
1625 250th Ct. E., Faribault, MN 55021

Patti knows how to 
get things done for 
Minnesota families. 
In the State House, 

she’ll work for us, not 
the special interests. 
She’ll never forget 

where she came from.

•	 Patti	Fritz	has	been	a	tireless	advocate	
for	the	people	of	district	24	B.

•	 Patti	spent	30	years	as	a	nurse	caring	
for	our	families,	friends	and	neighbors.

•	 Patti	is	running	for	the	Minnesota	
House	to	be	a	strong	advocate	for	all	
of	us,	working	hard	to	create	good	
paying	jobs	and	to	help	southern	
Minnesota	thrive!

Prepared and paid for by the Fritz Volunteer Committee,
1625 250th Court E., Faribault MN 55021

www.pattifritz.com

Businesses hold bridal blitz
Local businesses are lined 

up to help walk brides down 
the aisle.

On Oct. 8, the Holiday Inn 
hosted a Bridal Expo, where 
numerous brides, mothers, 
friends, sisters, and even in 
a few rare cases, the groom 
himself, turned up to examines 

the wares of over 20 local 
vendors in the wedding 
business.

This is the first time the 
hotel has hosted an expo in 
the fall. It usually holds one in 

January, and will continue to 
do so, in anticipation of spring 
weddings. 

As wedding trends are 
starting to move toward more 
autumn dates, however, the 

hotel decided to cater to those 
brides as well. 

The event is free for the 
public to attend. It is also 
popular with local business 
owners who credit it with 

helping drum up several 
clients each year.

These vendors take wedding 
day bliss serously.

BY EMILY SHOENBECK 
County Staff Writer

Staff photos by Emily Schoenbeck

Top Left: Wings of Love, based out of Waterville, offers white pigeons that can be eleased at the 
end of the wedding ceremony. The pigeons are trained to fly back to their home, so the company
can gurantee the safety of the pigeons they use. They market their service as a unique and 
memorable statment that couple’s can use to end their ceremony.

Top Right: Kelly Paul, HyVee’s cake decorator, stands next to one of her favorite cakes that she 
designed with a steampunk theme. Kelly has won several awards for the inventiveness of her 
cakes, including an extreme cake challenge in Iowa. It can take her up to three hours of planning 
to design a cake. This was her second weekend in a row for wedding expos, as the week prior 
she had been at the Owtonna Historical Society’s.

Left: Torey’s, a local Owatonna restaurant, set up their booth with free samples for passing 
by brides to try. They were one of several catering services available to attendees, including 
the Owatonna County Club. This expo was smaller than its spring counterpart, but Owatonna 
businesses still turned out to offer local options to soon-to-be spouses

Bottom: The Perfect Day Cakes set up an elaborate display of the diffe ent cake and cupcake 
designs they can do. They have been in the cake business for over a decade, and owner Thea 
Farrington is almost entirely self-taught. She and her husband have done so creating cakes 
for weddings that they were able to branch into opening a full bakery. They boast a uniquely 
designed cake for every bride, so their customers don’t have to worry about their cake being a 
repeat.

Re-elect 

• Married to wife Susan, eight children
• Lifelong area resident, lives in Waseca
• Employed as church administrator at 
  Trinity Lutheran Church in Owatonna
• Elected State Representative, 2012, 2014
• Past member, Minnesota School   
  Board Association Board of Directors
• Past member, Steele-Waseca   
  Cooperative Electric Advisory Board
• Vice-Chair State Transportation   
  Committee

About John Petersburg

Prepared and paid for by Petersburg Campaign Committee, 700 19th Ave. NE, Waseca, MN 56093

Trusted Experience
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Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspaper). 
At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to each 
newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. Please 
do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

2x2, 2x4 & 2x8 ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 10/9/2016 South

The University of Minnesota is examining the 
effects of remote health monitoring for people 
with memory loss and their family members. 
Learn more about participating in this free 
study by contacting Professor Joe Gaugler at 
612.626.2485 or gaug0015@umn.edu.

Visit http://eneighborstudy.org to learn more

Are you caring for a 
person with memory 
loss? Would you like 
more help?

A Life-Changing Career

Mayo Clinic has openings for Food Service professionals 
and Cooks to join our team in Rochester, Minnesota. 

Working at Mayo Clinic is making a difference. It’s
providing the highest quality patient care and placing
the needs of patients first. You’ll discover a culture of 
teamwork, professionalism and mutual respect — and 
most importantly, a life-changing career.

We offer competitive starting wages; Food 
Service Workers begin at $15.33 while our 
Cooks start at $18.28. 

Mayo Clinic has been recognized as the best hospital
in the nation for 2016-2017 by U.S. News and World
Report. In addition, Mayo Clinic is ranked No. 1 in more
specialties than any other hospital in the country. Our
multi-disciplinary group practice focuses on providing
high quality, compassionate medical care. We are the
largest integrated, not-for-profit medical group practice
in the world with over 60,000 employees working in
a unique environment that brings together the best in
patient care, groundbreaking research and innovative
medical education.

In 2017, Mayo Food Service in Rochester will transition
to Morrison Healthcare. Details of that transition will be
shared with you throughout this hiring process.

To apply online and learn more, please visit: 
mayocareers.com/MNNewspaper

Food Service 
Professionals

©2016 Mayo Foundation for Medical Education and Research. Post offer/pre-employment 
drug screening is required. Mayo Clinic is an equal opportunity educator and employer 

(including veterans and persons with disabilities).

Be the first to hear about new jobs 
and career-related news from  
Mayo Clinic.

Connect with us!
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Governor proclaims ‘Cybersecurity Awareness Month’
Recognizing the importance 

of protecting Minnesotans’ 
private data and state systems 
online, Governor Mark Day-
ton has proclaimed October to 
be “Cybersecurity Awareness 
Month” in Minnesota. Ev-
ery day, attacks are launched 
against our state systems, pri-
vate citizens, and those who do 
business with the state.

“Strong cybersecurity is crit-
ical to protect our citizens, our 
businesses, and our state from 
attacks online,” said Governor 
Dayton. “As these threats in-
crease in volume and sophisti-
cation, we must invest in criti-
cal upgrades, technology, and 
talent to keep Minnesotans safe 
and secure online.” 

Last session, Governor Day-
ton proposed a historic invest-
ment to improve Minnesota IT 
Services’ cybersecurity pro-
gram across state government. 
This $20 million investment 
would have allowed the state 
to protect against many of our 
most pressing threats through 
investments in critical up-
grades, technology, and talent 
to keep Minnesotans safe and 
secure online. Unfortunately, 
the Legislature did not agree to 
any of the Governor’s proposed 
funding for Minnesota IT Ser-
vices to enhance the state’s 
cybersecurity program last ses-
sion.

“Minnesota IT Services staff 
are essential to the success of 
securing the state,” said Minne-
sota IT Service Commissioner, 
Thomas Baden. “Our dedica-
tion to collaboration with both 
state and federal agencies in 
an effort to understand current 
threats to Minnesota is unpar-
alleled – I take great pride in 
knowing that other states look 
to us as a model around cyber 
defense. Greater investment in 
cybersecurity is needed to meet 
the growing threat we face in 
our state.”

Attacks on state systems are 
intended to steal citizens’ pri-
vate data, disrupt government 
operations, or use government 
resources to conduct illicit or 
illegal operations. The number 
of these attacks has increased 
significantly, and they are now 
more sophisticated and more 
targeted than ever. 

“Each day we go to work 
knowing that someone is going 
to attack us,” said Minnesota’s 
Chief Information Security Of-
ficer, Christopher Buse. “Our 
goal is to keep Minnesotans’ 
data safe and secure from ne-
farious actors that hide behind 
their screens. Ensuring that our 
data is safe is the center of our 
work, and we are thankful for 
our many partners in this effort, 
including the Department of 
Homeland Security, the Multi-
State Information Sharing & 

How did the Minnesota 
Twins fare in 2016? Forget it!

In the life of a Twins 
fan, the years 1965, 1987, 
1991 and 2016 are years to 
remember. 

Maybe, the year 2016 
doesn’t fall into this category. 
It might be one we Twins 
fans would like to forget. The 
years 1965, 1987 and 1991 
signaled American League 
championships for our 
favorite Twins.

What happened in the year 
2016? Well, we can tell our 
grandchildren that this was 
the year that the Twins lost 

103 games, the most losses 
ever recorded by a Twins 
team. Even though the Twins 
lost the most games ever, 
they drew nearly 2 million 
fans, 1,963,912 to be exact. 

In 1982, the Twins lost 
102 games and drew under 
1 million, 921,186 to be 
precise. In 1981, the Twins 
drew only 469,090 due to a 
strike-shortened season.

If you go back even further 
in the history of the Twins, 
known as the Washington 
Senators before they moved 
to the Twin Cities in 1961, 
you will see that the Senators 
lost 110 games in 1909, one 
year after the Chicago Cubs 
won their only World Series 
championship. The Cubs of 
2016 carved the best record in 
Major League Baseball and 
have been tagged a favorite 
to win the 2016 World Series.

The Twins of 2016 won 
59 games compared to only 
41 games won by the Twins 
during the strike year of 
1981.

As long as we’re talking 
statistics, in 1965 the Twins 
won the most games ever, 
102. It was that year the 

Twins went on to play the 
Los Angeles Dodgers in the 
World Series and lost the 
series four games to three.

During the Twins’ World 
Series championships of 1987 
and 1991, they won 85 games 
and 95 games, respectively. 
The championship of 1987 
spiked the attendance to 
3,030,672 in 1988. 

The Twins attendance 
soared over 3 million two 
other times, in 2010, the 
inaugural season for the 
Twins at Target Field at 
3,223,640, and again in 2011 
at 3,168,107.

It’s always easy to say 
“wait till next year.” That’s 
what we did last year, 
encouraged by 11 more wins 
in 2015 than in 2014. This 
proved to not be a good sign 
as we watched Manager Paul 
Molitor, 60 in actual years, 
turn into a 103-year-old man.

Twins owner Jim Pohlad 
at mid-season gave Manager 
Molitor a vote of confidence 
and said he would be back in 
2017. 

It seems like Molitor and 
the rest of the coaching staff, 
all but Waseca native Gene 

Glynn, must go. Make Glynn 
the manager. He is definitely 
qualified, having coached for 
four different Major League 
teams. 

He also was successful 
as a manager in the minor 
leagues. Glynn interviewed 
for the Twins managerial post 
the year Molitor was chosen 
top man.

Yes, the Twins have some 
talent on their roster in Brian 
Dozier, Max Kepler, Miguel 
Sano, Brian Buxton, Ervin 
Santana, Eddie Rosario and 
Hector Santiago. Looking 
into the minor leagues, 
the Twins also have some 
promising talent. The Twins’ 
trademark has always been 
its farm system.

Loyal Twins fans must 
always support their favorite 
team but I must admit that it 
has been difficult in recent 
years. 

Hang in there. Look what 
happened in 1991, both World 
Series teams, the Minnesota 
Twins and Atlanta Braves 
went from worst to first in 
their respective divisions.

It was a season to forget

Analysis Center, and other 
industry-leading private sec-
tor organizations.”

The cost of detection and 
escalation of cyber-attacks 
is growing. According to the 
Ponemon Institute’s 2016 
study on the cost of a data 
breach:

 The average cost incurred 
for each lost or stolen record 
containing sensitive and con-

fidential information is $158. 
This is up 29 percent since 
2013 as well as the average 
consolidated total cost of a 
data breach is $4 million.

fourty-eight percent of 
breaches are malicious attacks 
and costs due to lost business 
are higher and churn rates 
have increased by 2.9 percent. 
The likelihood of a breach 
happening in any organization 

is 26 percent over a period of 
24 months.

To help educate Minneso-
tans about the importance of 
cybersecurity, Minnesota IT 
Services will be sharing im-
portant cyber tips for busi-
nesses, families, students, 
educators, government, and 
all Minnesotans throughout 
the month.
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Pepsi 7.5 oz 8 
Pack Mini Cans

237 Hwy Ave. S.   Locally Owned & Operated  507-583-6671

Prices Good
10/11-10/17

Check out OUR DOLLAR Selection! 

Land ‘O Frost 
Shaved Lunchmeats 

24 Packs

12 oz 8 Packs 
Sleek Sparkling Cans

4/$10

$2.99

9 oz 2/$6

$4.49
$2.99

Dasani
Dasani

SEMCAC senior menu

By HOWARD LESTRUD 
Staff Writer

For nine years running, Worlein Funeral Home of Austin and 
Blooming Prairie has earned special recognition from the Na-
tional Funeral Directors Association.

Worlein was notified early this month that it had received 
the Pursuit of Excellence designation for the ninth consecu-
tive year. Worlein was also selected one of nine finalists for the 
NFDA Best of the Best award.

Worlein Funeral Home is located at 418 Highway Ave. S. in 
Blooming Prairie and at 1801 4th St. NW in Austin.

The Pursuit of Excellence Award is presented annually to 
firms that have demonstrated a commitment to raising the bar 
on funeral service excellence by adhering to strict ethical and 
professional standards and providing outstanding service to 
families and communities.

The award is given to NFDA-member funeral homes that 
meet or exceed business standards set forth by the program and 
demonstrate proficiency in key areas of funeral service, such as 
compliance with state and federal regulations; providing ongo-
ing education and professional development opportunities for 
staff; offering outstanding programs and resources to bereaved 
families; maintaining an active level of involvement within the 
community; participating and 
actively serving in the funeral 
service profession and pro-
moting funeral home services 
through a variety of marketing, 
advertising and public relations 
programs. 

Participants are also required 
to adhere to a Pledge of Ethical 
Practices. 

Only 155 firms from around 
the world received this presti-
gious recognition, placing them 
among an elite group of funeral 
service providers.

Other Minnesota funeral homes receiving the Pursuit of Ex-
cellence designation were:

• Miller-Carlin Funeral Home, St. Cloud
• Joseph Vertin & Sons Funeral Home, Breckinridge
• Hughes-Hantge Funeral Chapel, Hector
• Dobratz-Hantge Funeral Chapel, Hutchinson
• Dalin-Hantge Funeral Chapel, Winthrop 
All Pursuit of Excellence applicants submit an essay describ-

ing the development and execution of a program or service that 
had a positive impact on the families they serve or their com-
munity, qualifying them for the Best of the Best Award, which 
recognizes the most novel and innovative programs and ser-
vices in the profession.

Worlein Funeral Home community service director and pre-
planning consultant Mary Kittelson submitted an essay on 
Worlein’s Little Free Library program instituted at Austin and 
Blooming Prairie locations.

Best of the Best finalists are selected based on qualities such 
as the uniqueness of the idea on a national level, quality of im-
plementation and the benefit to those served.

Recipients of the Best of the Best awards for 2016 were: 
Reynolds-Jonkhoff Funeral Home and Cremation Services of 
Traverse City, MI; Seaver-Brown Funeral Service of Marion, 
VA and Tetrick Funeral Home, Elizabethton, TN.

Worlein Funeral Home earns Pursuit of 
Excellence for 9th straight year

CHAMBER SPOTLIGHT

Staff photo by Howard Lestrud

Worlein Funeral Home of Austin and Blooming Prairie was recently notified that it earned the prestigious Pursuit of Excellence 
Award given annually by the National Funeral Directors Association. Worlein Funeral Home is located at 418 Highway Ave. S. 
in Blooming Prairie and at 1801 4th St. NW in Austin.

Margaret 
Williamson, 
93, Blooming 
Prairie, died 
Wednesday, 
Oct. 5, 2016 
at Prairie 
Manor Care 
Center in 
Blooming 
Prairie. 

Margaret Ann Watson was born 
Aug. 2, 1923 in Oak Park, Ill., 
the daughter of Clyde and Jenny 
(Conway) Watson. She grew up in 
Oak Park and graduated from Oak 
Park High School in 1941. 

Following high school, she 
attended secretarial school and later 
worked for the Chicago Motor Club, 
which eventually became part of the 
American Automobile Association. 

Margaret married the love of 
her life, Frank Williamson, in Oak 
Park on Aug. 10, 1944. At the time, 
Frank served in the U.S. Navy and 
commanders cut his ship’s leave short, 
leaving the new couple little time to 
plan or celebrate their wedding. 

In 1947, the couple moved to 
Lemont, Ill., to follow Frank’s lifelong 
dream of being a farmer. They later 
moved to Sandwich, Ill., to work for 
another farmer. Jill, the couple’s first 
child, was born there. 

The opportunity to rent a farm took 
the couple to Belvidere, Ill. in 1950, 
and they bought a separate farm in 
that area in 1958. During their years in 
Belvidere, Margaret gave birth to their 
sons Terry, David, and Mark.

 A larger farm in Waltham, became 
available for purchase and the 
Williamson family moved there in 
1968. 

Upon moving to Minnesota, 
Margaret became a member of 
First Lutheran Church in Blooming 
Prairie and became very active in 
the congregation through teaching 
Sunday school and volunteering for 
other activities. Margaret continued 
to live on the Waltham farm until 
1998, when she and Frank retired to 
a new home in Blooming Prairie. She 
was very happy in their new home 
and lived there until 2012, when she 
moved to Prairie Manor Care Center 
for health reasons. 

In her free time, Margaret enjoyed 
gardening and homemaking. Her 
family relished the special meals she 
frequently prepared and the desserts 
she lovingly baked. They also admired 
Margaret for her lifelong devotion to 
Frank and his dream to be a farmer, 
even though he was born and raised 
in Chicago.  

She was a city girl who became the 
perfect farm wife and allowed Frank 
to follow his dreams without ever 
complaining.

 Margaret is survived by her 
husband Frank Williamson of 
Blooming Prairie; her children Jill 
(Terry) Gamlin of Huntington, Ind., 
Terry (Diane) Williamson of Cottage 
Grove, David (Shelley) Williamson of 
Woodbury, Mark (Debra) Williamson 
of New Brighton; grandchildren 
Michelle (Todd) Dischinger of 
Crosslake, Minn., Brian (Misty) 
Gamlin of Huntington, Ind., Scott 
Gamlin and Micki Beekman of 
Huntington, Ind., Eric Williamson of 
Cottage Grove, Nathan Williamson 
of Coon Rapids, Michael Williamson 
of Washington, D.C., Andrew 
Williamson of Seattle, Wash.; great 
grandchildren Drusilla Dischinger, 
Luke Dischinger, Justin Erickson, 
Kenzie Gamlin and Kylie Gamlin.

Margaret A. Williamson, 93, Blooming Prairie
BIRTHDAYS

October 11
Samantha Nelson

Meinard Haberman
Patrick Jones
October 12

Candace Bartlett 
J.R. Shawback 

Ian Paulson
Travis Doocy
Alexa Miner

Aaron Anderson
Candace Anderson

October 13 
Rebecca Rogers

Isreal Wacek 
Paula Ressler 
Chad Forystek
Cody Burkhart

Lloyd Mans
October 14 
Taylor Farr
October 15 

Roger Sorenson
Burnell Hansen

Scott Musel
Cecil Friesner
October 16 
Daryl Smith 
Jeri Alwes

Harper Marie Andrews
Nancy Ilk

October 17 
Sami Nelson
Melissa Kohn
Dean Meshke

Kathy Johnson
October 18 

Shelby Meier
October 19 

Kathy Anderson
Paul Iversen

Leah Thorson
Misty Karella

ANNIVERSARIES
October 11 

Scott Musel & Cathy Janning 
October 12 

Maynard & Judy Johnson
October 14 

Mary & Joel Burr
October 15 

Rod & Tess Joster
Tom & Martha Walters

Curt & Cindy Esplan
Jeremy & Lisa Cochlin

October 16 
Don & Pam Hameister

October 17
Doug & Tammy Johnson

October 11:  
Swiss Steak, Mashed 
Potatoes, Corn, Romaine 
Mixed Salad, Ice Cream

October 12:  
Teriyaki Chicken, Baked 
Potato / Sour Cream, 
Broccoli, Cranberry Sauce, 
Pineapple Slices

October 13:  
BBQ Beef on a Bun, Red 
Potatoes, Baked Beans, Pickle 
Spear, Cherry Crunch Dessert

October 14:  
Taco Salad with Taco Chips, 
Grapes, Double Pistachio Cake

October 17:  
Meatloaf, Mashed Potatoes, 
Seasoned Carrots, Cherry 
Crisp

October 18:  
Chicken Pot Pie, Cucumbers 
with Sour Cream, Beet Pickles, 
Dinner Roll, Citrus Fruit Cup

October 19:
Chopped Sirloin Steak with 
Mushroom Sauce, Baked 
Potato with Sour Cream, 
Green beans, Peaches/Pears/
Grapes

HomeTown Credit Union 
is pleased to introduce 
HomeTown Spirit Day for the 
Faribault community.

On Monday, October 10, 
Columbus Day, team members 
of HomeTown Credit Union 
will spread kindness and give 
back to the community.

“This is our first 
HomeTown Spirit Day and 
the response from our team 
has been overwhelming,” 
said HomeTown Credit 
Union Community Education 
Coordinator, Kurt Halverson.  
“In recent years, credit 
unions across the state of 
Minnesota have started to 
devote Columbus Day as an 
annual day to give back to 

the community.  HomeTown 
Credit Union is excited to join 
this movement and give back 
to the communities we serve.” 

“Credit Unions were 
founded on the philosophy 
of people helping people,” 
President/CEO Kim Westphal 
said. “That’s what HomeTown 
Spirit Day is all about.”

This year, staff from 
HomeTown Credit Union 
in partnership with Affinity 
Plus Credit Union will deliver 
thank you notes and cupcakes 
from BlueBird Cakery to 
Faribault’s emergency service 
providers.  In the afternoon, 
HomeTown Credit Union 
team members will continue 
HomeTown Spirit Day by 

working on beautification at 
the White Sands Dog Park 
and by playing bingo with 
residents of Milestone Senior 
Living and Memory Care.

“We feel fortunate to take a 
day to show our appreciation 
to our emergency service 
providers, including North 
Memorial Ambulance, 
Faribault Fire Department, 
Faribault Police Department, 
Rice County Sheriff’s Office 
and Rice/Steele County 911 
Dispatch Center,” Halverson 
said. “In addition, it’s a great 
opportunity for our team 
members to get out in the 
community.”

Team members from 
HomeTown Credit Union’s 

Owatonna office will also 
be giving back through 
HomeTown Spirit Day on 
October 10 with similar 
activities.

HomeTown Credit Union 
is a not-for-profit cooperative 
that exists to serve the 
financial needs of the member 
owners. 

It is the mission of 
HomeTown Credit Union 
to be a trusted partner for 
financial success, providing 
personalized and competitive 
financial services to the 
member owners of the Credit 
Union in a fiscally responsible 
manner.

HomeTown Credit Union to give back



Area Church Schedule
118 5th Ave.

Ellendale
507-684-2471
Andy & Mary Lerberg

LERBERG’S 
FITNESS 
CENTER

Locally Owned & Operated
237 Hwy. Ave. S.

Blooming Prairie
507-583-6671

Michael Bishman
121 W. Broadway St.
Owatonna, MN 55060

Phone: (507) 451-0193
Fax: (507) 451-6640

322 East Main St.
Blooming Prairie

507-583-2276

FLOOR 
TECH

www.expresspros.com/owatonnamn
507-455-3002
800-832-3002

812 S. Elm Ave.
Owatonna, MN 55060

3249 N County Road 45
Owatonna

507-451-7121

Service Center:
507-528-2233

After Hours Towing:
507-456-4158
111 Front Street

P.O. Box 282
Claremont, MN

Sales • Service • Rentals • Leasing

800-722-1282
www.garlickswater.com

1180 Frontage Rd E • Owatonna
507-455-9551

www.owatonnagranite.com

“Creating Your Story in Stone”

FOR THAT HOMETOWN 
PERSONAL TOUCH

Hwy. 218
Blooming Prairie

507-583-2018

Call Jon Arnett @
455-3735 for a tour 

236 22nd St. SE • Owatonna

Vibrant Living For  
Individuals 55 & Older  
at a Reasonable Price

1011 Hoffman Drive
Owatonna

507-451-2585
www.kernelrestaurant.com

Minimizer.com • 800-248-3855 • Blooming Prairie

800-248-3855
www.minimizer.com

Blooming Prairie

	
	

Lutheran

AURORA LUTHERAN  
6329 SE 38th St., Owatonna 

Pastor Stephanie Wood
(507) 676-5696 

10:45 a.m. Sunday Worship Service 
9:15 a.m. Sunday School
TRINITY LUTHERAN  

CHURCH 
588 S.E. 118th St., Blooming Prairie 

Pastor Stephanie Wood
(507) 676-5696 

Sunday School 10:15 a.m.
Sunday Worship 9:00 a.m.

FIRST LUTHERAN 
CHURCH—ELCA 

434 First St. SW., Blooming Prairie 
Charles Leonard, Senior Pastor 

Heidi Heimgartner, Associate Pastor 
(507) 583-6621  

firstlutheranbp.com 
Worship: 8:30 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.  
FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH 
8953 S.W. 37th Ave., Hope         

Pastor Sandy Miller 
(507) 451-3854 

Services: 9 a.m. Sunday School, 
Adult Ed: 10:15 a.m.

GOOD SHEPHERD 
LUTHERAN—LCMS 

2500 Seventh Ave. N.E., Owatonna 
The Rev. Mark Rosenau,  

the Rev. Gregory Schlicker  
(507) 451-4125 

www.goodshephardowatonna.com 
Services: 8 a.m., 9:15 a.m. &  

10:30 a.m. Sunday 
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m.  

PONTOPPIDAN LUTHERAN 
CHURCH

9651 SW 75th Street Ellendale 
(507)465-8366

Family Choir 9:00-9:15 a.m.
Sunday School/Adult Education  

9:15 a.m. Sunday, Worship 10:15 a.m.
ST. MICHAEL’S  

LUTHERAN—ELCA 
30450 570th Ave., Waltham 

Minister Dwight DoBell 
(507) 567-2474 

Service: 8:30 a.m. Sunday Sunday 
School: 9:45 a.m. 

RED OAK GROVE  
LUTHERAN—ELCA 

30456 Mower-Freeborn Road, Austin 
Pastor Lindsay Stolen 

(507) 583-2038 or (507) 437-3000 
www.roglutheran.org 
Service: 9 a.m. Sunday 

Sunday School (Sept-May): 10:15 a.m.
REDEEMER LUTHERAN  

CHURCH—LCMS 
1054 Truman Ave., Owatonna 

Pastor Kirk Griebel 
(507) 451-2720 

www.redeemerowatonna.org 
Service: 9 a.m. Sunday 

Sunday School: 10:15 a.m.
ST. JOHN LUTHERAN 

CHURCH —LCMS 
4532 S.E. 84th Ave., Claremont 

The Rev. Alan Broadwell 
(507) 528-2404 

sjlcoffice@frontiernet.net 
Weekly Church Services:  

Saturday Evening at 6 p.m. with Holy 
Communion, Sunday Morning at 

10:30 a.m. with Holy Communion 
offered during the 2nd and 4th Sunday 
of each month. Sunday School 9:00 

a.m. - 10:15 a.m. (Sept. - June) 

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN  
CHURCH—LCMS 

28959 630th Ave., Sargeant 
Pastor Collin Duling 

Service: 10:15 a.m. Sunday 
Sunday School: 9 a.m.

TRINITY LUTHERAN  
CHURCH—ELCA 

104 First St. S.E., Hayfield 
The Rev. Paul Hauschild 

(507) 477-2248 
www.trinityhayfield.org 

Services: 8 & 10:30 a.m. Sunday 
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m.

TRINITY LUTHERAN—LCMS 
57403 300th St., Waltham 
Pastor Jesse Krusemark 

(507) 567-2272 
Service: 10:15 a.m. Sunday 

Sunday School: 9 a.m.
ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN—LCMS 

202 E. Park Ave., Hollandale 
Pastor Jesse Krusemark 

(507) 567-2272 
Service: 8:00 a.m. Sunday  
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.

COMMUNITY LUTHERAN 
CHURCH—ELCA 

106 Third St. S.E., Geneva 
Pastor Kristen Venne 

(507) 256-4288 
Service: 9:30 a.m. Sunday 

ZION LUTHERAN 
CHURCH - ELCA 

7126 SW 98th St., Ellendale
Pastor Patti Meyer 

(507) 451-2165 
Worship 8:30 AM 

TRINITY LUTHERAN 
CHURCH—LCMS 

108 Third Ave S.W., Medford  
Pastor Mark Biebighauser 

(507) 451-0447 
Service: 9 a.m. Sunday 

Education hour: 10 a.m.
   ST PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
    2781 S.W. 92nd Ave., Meriden

Pastor Patti Meyer 
    (507) 451-2165

Worship 10:30 a.m.

TRINITY LUTHERAN 
CHURCH—ELCA

609 Lincoln Ave., Owatonna
Todd Buegler, Senior Pastor

Dean Smith, Associate Pastor
(507) 451-4520

www.tlcowatonna.org
9:00 am Worship

10:15 am Sunday School
FIRST LUTHERAN 

CHURCH, AFLC                                           
Ellendale, Minnesota                
Pastor Richard Sliper            
Saturday - 8 a.m. Men’s 

Bible Study Sunday - 9 a.m. 
Worship: 10:10 Sunday School; 

10:15 Coffee and Fellowship                                  
Tuesday - 6 a.m. Call to Prayer, open 
to all Churches; 7 p.m. Call to Prayer              
Wednesday - 9:30 a.m. Bible Study; 

6 p.m. Call to Prayer; 6:15 Hands 
of Praise; 6:30 Confirmation;              

6:30 p.m. Youth Group
MOLAND LUTHERAN CHURCH

7618 NE 84 Ave, Kenyon
Pastor Nancy Edwardson

(507) 789-6666
(Sept. -  May) 10:45 a.m. Worship
(June - Aug.) 9:00 a.m. Worship

9:30 a.m. Sunday School

Catholic

ST. AIDAN CATHOLIC PARISH
Hwy 30 Ellendale

507-465-8217
The Rev. Raul Silva, Pastor
The Rev. Adam McMillan, 

Parochial Vicar
Sunday Mass: 8 a.m.

ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC PARISH 
Rural Geneva 

The Rev. Raul Silva, Pastor
The Rev. Adam McMillan, 

Parochial Vicar
(507) 465-8217 

Sunday Mass: 11:00 a.m. 
SACRED HEART CATHOLIC 

150 NE Second St. Hayfield 
The Rev. Thomas Niehaus 

(507) 477-2256 
Sunday Mass: 8 a.m. 

Reconciliation: Before Mass
Adoration: Tuesdays 9 to noon

ST. COLUMBANUS  
CATHOLIC PARISH 

114 E. Main St., Blooming Prairie 
The Rev. Thomas Niehaus

(507) 583-2784
stcolumbanuschurch.com 

Reconciliation: 4:30 p.m. Saturday 
Sunday Mass: Vigil 5 p.m. Saturday 

and 10 a.m. Sunday.
Adoration: Mondays 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Office hours: M-F, 9 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

CHURCH OF ALL SAINTS 
307 First St. SW., New Richland 

The Rev. Raul Silva, Pastor
The Rev. Adam McMillan,  

Parochial Vicar
(507) 465-8217 

Sunday Mass: 9:15 a.m.

HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC  
CHURCH OF LITOMYSL 

9946 SE 24th Ave., Owatonna 
The Rev. John Sauer, Pastor 

The Rev. Brian Sutton, 
Parochial Vicar  
(507) 451-1588 

www.litomysl.webs.com 

Sunday Mass: 9:30 a.m.   
with Children’s Church

Reconciliation: after Mass 1st Sunday 
Family Faith Formation and Adult 
Bible Study after Mass with noon 

potluck: 2nd Sunday of month 
Confirmation class: 2nd Sunday and 

Wednesday evening 
SACRED HEART PARISH

810 S. Cedar Ave., Owatonna 
The Rev. John Sauer 

(507) 451-1588 
www.sacredheartowatonna.org 

Sunday Mass: Vigil 5 p.m. Saturday, 
8:30 a.m., & 10 a.m. 

Spanish Mass: 11:45 a.m. Sunday
Daily Mass: 7:15 a.m.

Reconciliation: 4 p.m. Saturday
Adoration: Thursdays 9 a.m.- 10 p.m.

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC PARISH
512 S Elm, Owatonna • 507-451-4845

Fr. Kevin Connolly
Deacon Patrick Fagan

Sat. Mass: 4 p.m.
Sunday Mass: 8 a.m. & 10 a.m.

Reconciliation 3-3:30 p.m. Saturday
Daily Mass 8 a.m. Tues., Wed. & Fri
(Communion Service 8 a.m. Thursday)

Adoration Chapel avail Mon-Fri 
7 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. key fob 
required after hrs or wknds

CHURCH OF CHRIST THE KING
205 NW Second Ave., Medford

(507) 451-6353
Fr. Kevin Connolly, Pastor

Deacon Patrick Fagan
Sunday Mass: Vigil Saturday 5 p.m., 

8:30 a.m. Sunday
Monday Mass: 9 a.m.

Christian

DESTINY CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Owatonna Campus

422 W. North Street, Owatonna
Pastors Sam and Cheri Benson

507-254-8514 www.destinycc.org
Service: 10 a.m. Sunday

Full Gospel

Methodist

BLOOMING GROVE UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 
43089 180th St., Medford 

(7 miles west of Medford on CR 23) 
Pastor Cindy Kennedy 

(507) 835-8726 
Service: 10:45 a.m. Sunday 

Sunday School: 9:45 a.m. Sunday
ELLENDALE UNITED  

METHODIST CHURCH 
200 Sixth St. N.W., Ellendale 

Pastor Randy Cirksena 
(507) 684-2731 

www.ellendaleumc.org 
Services: 9:30 a.m. Sunday 

Free home style meal on the first 
Sunday of the month through Dec. 

2016. Worship is at 10:30 a.m. 
followed by the free meal at  
11:30 a.m. All are welcome. 

OWATONNA UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

815 E. University, Owatonna
Loren Olson, Pastor

Linda Boorman, Associate Pastor
(507) 451-4734

www.owatonnaumc.org

Traditional Worship: 9 a.m. Sunday
 Contemporary Worship: 10:45 a.m.

Church School/Adult Classes: 10 a.m.

Non-Denominational 

BRIDGES OF HOPE 
COMMUNITY CHURCH 

130 East Bridge St, Owatonna, 
Pastor Keith Haskell 

507-215-2249 
Sundays 10:00 AM 

Coffee Fellowship starts at 9:30 a.m.

CEDAR CREEK CHURCH 
30 E. Main St. P.O. Box 224, 

Hayfield 
Pastor Aaron de Neui 

(507) 477-2255 
www.cedarcreekchurch.org 

Service: 10 a.m. Sunday
ELEVATION NORTH CHURCH  

2002 Austin Rd.
Pastor Doug Jones

(507) 363-3099
www.elevationnorth.blogspot.com

Sun 10 a.m. English Service 
10:30 a.m. Service & Kids Zone  

2 p.m. Spanish Service
Wed. 7:00 Bible Study 

Fri 7:00 Spanish Outreach

NEW BEGINNINGS 
CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

332 14th St. N.E., Owatonna 
Pastor Scott Peterson 

(507) 213-9194 
Service: 10 a.m. Sunday 
Bible: 7 p.m. Wednesday

DESTINY CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
Owatonna Campus 

422 W. North Street, Owatonna 
Pastors Sam and Cheri Benson 

507-254-8514 
www.destinycc.org 

Service: 10 a.m. Sunday

SIMPLE CHURCH 
Pastor Todd Lundgren 

507-451-5661 
Sundays 9:30 

Meeting in the Country Goods 
building across the  

freeway from Cabela’s. 
Other gatherings? Please call.

Mennonite

PRAIRIE MENNONITE CHURCH 
13638 750th St., Blooming Prairie 

Dennis Martin 
(507) 583-2081 & (507) 477-3216 

Services: 7:30 p.m. Wednesday 
and 10:30 a.m. Sunday  

Sunday School: 9:30 a.m. 

Mormon

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST 
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS 

404 31st St. N.W.,  Austin 
Bishop Rick Bremner 

(507) 433-9042 
Service: 9 a.m.-10:10 a.m. 

Presbyterian

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH 

109 E. Main St., Hayfield 
Pastor Steven Robertson 

(507) 477-2631 
Service: 10 a.m. Sunday 

Seventh-Day Adventist

SEVENTH-DAY  
ADVENTIST CHURCH 

2373 Seventh Ave. N.E., Owatonna 
Pastor Robert Brauer 

(507) 340-7143 
Service: 11 a.m. Saturday 

Sabbath School: 9:30 a.m. Saturday

UCC

CONGREGATIONAL UNITED 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

211 Main St. S., Medford 
Pastor Louise Bender 

(507) 451-4596 
Confirmation: 9 a.m. Sunday 

Service: 10 a.m. Sunday 
Sunday School: 10 a.m. Sunday 

Assembly of God

VIBRANT LIFE  
ASSEMBLY OF GOD 

702 Third St. S., Ellendale 
Pastor Patrick Stitt 

(507) 684-3421 
Service: 10:30 a.m. Sunday 

Sunday School: 9 a.m. 
vibrantlifeag.com

Baptist

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
104 First Ave. N.E.,  
Blooming Prairie 

Pastor Matt Fennell 
(507) 583-2673 

Services: 6:30 p.m. Wednesday 
and 10 a.m. & 11:30 a.m. Sunday 

Sunday School: 9 a.m. Sunday

507.256.4712
104 Central Ave. N., Geneva

Registered 
Showroom

We’ll treat your home 
as if it were our own.

411 East Main Street
507-583-4431

Pastor’s corner

Area Church Spotlight
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Deborah

Lien
DDS, MBS

Dr.
Deborah

Lien
DDS, MBS

Building
Healthy
Smiles!

132 2nd Ave NE
Blooming Prairie
507.583.6613

FREE 
CONSULTATION

Lately I tend to be pondering more on 
how God is at work in the world around 
us.  Maybe the pondering is prompted 
by the news reports that continue to be 
filled with what seems to be unnecessar  
violence.  

Maybe the pondering is prompted by 
some conversations about God’s call for 
us in the “real world.”

And maybe the pondering is prompted 
by the scriptures and the surprises and 
promises we find in God s word.

In one of the devotional readings for 
today, I was reminded of how powerful 
and loving our God is at the same time.  
Joshua was chosen to lead the people 
across the Jordan River and into the 
promised land.  But this job was not one 

filled with roses and paved roads. This 
trip included encounters in a very hostile 
territory.  But their strength came from 
God.  

Much like our lives today?  Very hostile 
territory with unnecessary violence?  But 
that is why it is so important that we fin  
our strength in the God who came into 
our world in human form to teach us how 
to love each other. 

I continue to ponder through the 
scriptures on how God has called me to 
love others in the midst of the violence 
and hostility.  I lean on the scriptures to 
teach me how to continue, and I lean on 
God for the strength to get through all 
that life has to offer.

Ponder with me...

Pastor Patti Meyer
Zion Lutheran, Ellendale

St. Paul’s Lutheran, Meriden

God’s work in our world
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Pastors Mark & Robin DeLap
616-788-1044

www.streetfireministries.net

St. Paul’s Lutheran, Meriden



Dear Savvy Senior,
Are there any specific flu 

shots that are better suited 
for seniors? I just turned 65 
and would like to find out 
what’s recommended and 
how Medicare covers it.

Semi-Healthy Senior

Dear Semi-Healthy,
There are actually two 

different flu vaccines 
available this year that are 
designed specifically for 
seniors age 65 and older. 
One option is the Fluzone 
High-Dose, which has been 
available since 2010, and 
the other is the new FDA 
approved FLUAD vaccine 

(you only need to get one of 
these). 

The Fluzone High-Dose 
(see Fluzone.com) is a high-
potency vaccine that contains 
four times the amount of 
antigen as a regular flu shot 
does, which creates a stronger 
immune response for better 
protection. While the new 
FLUAD vaccine (FLUAD.
com) contains an added 
ingredient called adjuvant 
MF59 that also helps create 
a stronger immune response. 

The extra protection 
these vaccines provide is 
particularly helpful to seniors 
who have weaker immune 
defenses and have a great 

risk of developing dangerous 
flu complications. The CDC 
estimates that the flu puts 
more than 200,000 people 
in the hospital each year and 
kills an average of 24,000 – 
80 to 90 percent of whom are 
seniors. 

But be aware that both 
the Fluzone High-Dose 
and FLUAD are not 
recommended for seniors 
who are allergic to chicken 
eggs, or those who have had 
a severe reaction to a flu 
vaccine in the past. 

You should also know 
that the Center for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
(CDC) does not recommend 

one vaccination over the 
other, and to date, there have 
been no studies comparing 
the two vaccines.

If you decide you don’t 
want to get a senior-specific 
flu shot, there are other 
options available to people 
65 years and older including 
the standard (trivalent) flu 
shot, the quadrivalent flu shot 
which protects against four 
different flu viruses, and the 
FluBlok vaccine for those 
who have egg allergies.

To locate a vaccination site 
that offers any of these flu 
shots, visit Vaccines.gov and 
type in your ZIP code. You’ll 
also be happy to know that as 
a Medicare beneficiary, Part 
B will cover 100 percent of 
the costs of any flu shot, as 
long as your doctor, health 
clinic or pharmacy agrees 
not to charge you more than 
Medicare pays. 

Pneumonia Vaccines
Two other important 

vaccinations the CDC 

recommends to seniors, 
especially this time of 
year, are the pneumococcal 
vaccines for pneumonia. 
Around 1 million Americans 
are hospitalized with 
pneumonia each year, and 
about 50,000 people die from 
it.

The CDC is now 
recommending that all 
seniors, 65 or older, get 
two vaccinations –Prevnar 
13 and Pneumovax 23. 
Both vaccines, which are 
administered just once at 
different times, work in 
different ways to provide 

maximum protection.
If you haven’t yet received 

any pneumococcal vaccine, 
you should get the Prevnar 13 
first, followed by Pneumovax 
23 six to 12 months later. 
But if you’ve already been 
vaccinated with Pneumovax 
23, wait at least one year 
before getting the Prevnar 13. 

Medicare Part B covers 
both shots, if they are taken 
at least 11 months apart.

 
Send your senior questions to: Savvy Senior, P.O. 

Box 5443, Norman, OK 73070, or visit SavvySenior.
org. Jim Miller is a contributor to the NBC Today 
show and author of “The Savvy Senior” book.

Prairie Manor Care Center 
& Heather Haus

220 3rd St. NW,
Blooming Prairie
583-4434

Recreation

Hwy 218 S.
Blooming Prairie

www.minersoutdoor.com • 507-583-2712

Outdoor Power Equipment, 
Golf Carts, ATV, Sales Service, 

Parts & Accessories

Repair Service

656 3rd St. NE
Blooming Prairie, MN

Robert Salinas
Family-Owned
583-6620

History from the news archives

	 Insurance

Auto    |    Home    |    Life    |    Business    |    College    |    Retirement

 One combined policy
+  One deductible for it all

 One big sigh of relief
When things go wrong, you need your insurance to go right. Contact me to see how our 
one deductible advantage can help provide you peace of mind when you need it most. 
Julie Spinler
236 S Main Street
PO Box 69
Dexter
(507) 584-1215

One deductible per occurrence. Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company*/West Des
Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services MC032 (8-15)

J.A. GWILT SIDERS, INC.
Siding & Windows

Lic. #20533878
•Maintenance Free Siding

•Premium Vinyl, Steel & Aluminum
•Custom Trim Work

•Seamless Aluminum or Copper Gutters
•Lifetime Warranty

For Free Estimates Call: 507-583-7413
Now supplying siding for contractors & do-it yourselfers!

Siding & Windows 

Accountants
Steele County Times Professional Directory

Dental Care

Blooming Prairie 
405 E. Main St. 
507-583-2141

Owatonna
1170 East Frontage Rd.

507-455-1000

Mankato
287 St. Andrews Drive Suite 100

507-720-0250
Rochester

3110 Wellner Dr. NE. 
507-536-7700

New Richland 
132 Broadway Ave. N.

 507-463-0502  

Locally Owned
Dental Care

BLOOMING PRAIRIE DENTAL CENTER
“Dentistry for the whole family”

Jeffrey A. Schwert, D.D.S.
132 2nd Ave. NE

Blooming Prairie ~ 583-6613

Johnson Construction 
& Tree Service

Tree & Stump Removal •Trimming & Topping •Tree Moving 
Lot Clearing • Backhoe/Skidloader • Hauling General Construction

24 Hr. Emergency Services • Year Round Work • Licensed & Insured
KYLE JOHNSON • 507-583-7592
AUSTIN & BLOOMING PRAIRIE

Construction

Funeral Planning
A Simple, Thoughtful Act of Caring

PREARRANGEMENT & PREFUNDING

Worlein Blooming Prairie Funeral Home
418 Highway Ave S. ,Blooming Prairie, MN

Mary Kittelson
NFDA Certified Preplanning Consultant • Licensed Agent - Purple Cross Plans

507-583-7561
www.worlein.com

Automotive

ROD & TESS KOSTER, Owners
Bus: 507-583-2018 • Fax: 507-583-2317

Hwy. 218 • Blooming Prairie
www.kostercarkorner.com

FOR THAT HOMETOWN PERSONAL TOUCH

Garbage
SKJEVELAND ENTERPRISES

YOU CAN
 COUNT ON US!

Sanitation & Recycling Services
Pride in service since 2007

• Sanitation & Recycling Services
• Roll-Offs & Dumpsters
• Rubbish & Garbage Removal

Contact Skjeveland Enterprises today!

5 0 7 - 5 2 8 - 9 9 0 0

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

Orthodontic Specialist
132 2ND AVE. NE

BLOOMING PRAIRIE

Building 

Healthy

Smiles!

Dr. Deborah J. Lien, DDS, MBSDr. Deborah J. Lien, DDS, MBS
ORTHODONTIC SPECIALIST

507.583.6613drdeborahlienorthodontics.com

FREE CONSULTATIONS

10 Years Ago
Tuesday, October 17, 2006
Dan Evans, Publisher
Midwest Management Re-

sources Inc. announced the 
results of a comprehensive 
School District Review of the 
BP Schools. Recommenda-
tions included addressing the 
air quality concerns in both 
the high school and the el-
ementary schools. Alongside 
of those concerns, the study 
also spoke about communi-
cation, staffing, curriculum, 
and facility apprehensions. 
The school is in need of some 
updating on its playground 
equipment and facilities, 
and a referendum needs to 
be passed for this district to 
continue to compete for the 
future. Overall, the study 
was a success, and both the 
school board and administra-
tion learned plenty with the 
review.

Every fall, students from 
seven school districts come 

together for the ZED cho-
ral festival. This year it will 
be Blooming Prairie’s turn 
to host the festival at the 
high school. There are over 
400 singers involved in this 
event that come from all over 
Southern Minnesota. The or-
chestra from the Pine Island 
High School. This event is 
huge, and should be fun for 
the whole family! 

20 Years Ago
Tuesday, October 15, 1996
Elsie Slinger, Editor
Steele County is now 

named second in the state 
for the percentage of county 
generated solid waste that 
is recycled, according to re-
cycling statistics recently 
released by the Minnesota 
Office of Environmental 
Assistance. In 1995 Steele 
County recycled 67 percent 
of its waste, outpaced only by 
Waseca County, which recy-

cled 80 percent. Businesses 
and residents in Steele Coun-
ty are commended for their 
efforts to recycle and reduce 
waste. Recycling pays! 

Blooming Prairie City 
Council approved the hiring 
of Paul Wayne, a former Ge-
neva resident, as police chief. 
Wayne will leave his post 
as police chief of Delevan-
Easton in the next couple of 
weeks to take over the new 
position. He was one of the 
two finalists chosen by the 
five-person committee picked 
to recommend a new chief 
after the retirement of Terry 
Bredeck, who retired in Au-
gust. “I expect an easy move 
[into the position],” said 
Wayne of starting his job. “I 
don’t see any problems as it’s 
a position I’m already famil-
iar with. I’m excited to get 
going.” 

50 Years Ago
Thursday, October 13, 1966 
Victor, Vernon and Vyrle 
Krejci, Editors
Residents of this communi-

ty are urged to participate in a 
state wide home exit fire drill 
entitled “Operation EDITH”. 
The event is being sponsored 
by the local Fire Department, 
State Fire Marshal and the 
Minnesota Fire Chief’s As-
sociation.  “EDITH” stands 
for Exit Drills in The Home, 
and is an exercise to prepare 
homeowners through a prac-
tice session on how best to 
exit from their dwellings in 
case of a fire. This in turn is 
expected to help lower the 
annual rate of 11,500 deaths 
that occur in house fires. At 
8 p.m. on Wednesday, the 
operation will begin with a 
one-minute signal over radio 
and television stations. The 
local fire siren will also be 
sounded. 

Luckily no one was seri-

ously injured in a car-mo-
torcycle collision about 5:30 
p.m. Sunday, October 9. The 
accident occurred on Memo-
rial Drive in Blooming Prai-
rie. The auto was traveling 
north on Memorial when the 
motorcycle, with driver and 
passenger, came from an al-
ley into the path of the car. 
The driver of the cycle was 
treated by Dr. T.J. Nealy and 
released. Both the driver of 
the car and the motorcycle 
were juveniles, and therefore 
their names cannot be re-
leased. The driver of the mo-
torcycle was issued a ticket. 

75 Years Ago
Thursday, October 9, 1941
Frank Krejci, Publisher
In the worst auto acci-

dent in the history of Steele 
County, six members of the 
Minneapolis dance band met 
instant death this morning 
(October 16, 1941.) at 5:30 

on Highway 65, four miles 
south of Steele County, when 
their bus collided head on 
with a semi-trailer livestock 
truck. Four other members 
of the band escaped without 
serious injury. The truck was 
driven by Ernest Mehlhoff 
of Breckenridge, Minne-
sota. His relief driver, Ralph 
Pierce, was asleep at the 
time of the crash. Authori-
ties called to the scene found 
the horrible wreckage of the 
flimsy remodeled school bus 
strewn like leaves along the 
highway for 300 feet. The 
entire left side of the bus was 
pulverized, resulting in the 
death of everyone who was 
seated on that side. 

A state highway crew 
moved its office and head-
quarters to Blooming Prairie 
last week, and reopened a 
survey of the trunk Highway 
30. 

 

Flu vaccines designed specifically for seniors
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Lansing C
orners

Supper Club

Join us for 
Sunday Brunch 10 - 2 

at a new low price!
$9.99$14.99 for Seniors & 

Children 5 - 12
reg. 

price

NEW HAPPY HOUR PRICES UNTIL 5 P.M. DAILY

507.433.7841

bar 
only
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132 2nd Ave NE • Blooming Prairie
507.583.6613 h FREE CONSULTATION

Dr. Deborah Lien
 DDS, MBS

Building 

Healthy
Smiles!

ORTHODONTIC SPECIALIST

“Where the Individual and 

Dentistry for the entire family
Jeffrey A. Schwert DDS

507-583-6613
132 2nd Ave. NE

Blooming Prairie 
Bus Company

    

  “Safety First!
 Be on Time!”

Mike’s
Ag & Truck Tire
REPAIR

870 32 Ave. NW, Owatonna
Emergency or on the farm repair

507-455-0388
(After hours 507-455-0483)

Sorenson’sSorenson’s 
Appliances & TV

Geneva, Mn
507-256-7258

GE, Frigidaire, Direct Tv, Danby, Crosley, Broan, 
Jenn-Air, KitchenAid, Maytag, Panasonic, RCA, 

Samsung, Toshiba, Whirlpool

3824 S.W. 93 rd St.
Hope, MN 56046
507-451-4724

A healthy products company

495 West N. ST.
Owatonna

507-451-7220

LARGE SELECTIONS
LOW PRICES

CREAMERY
TRY HOPE 

BUTTER FOR 
YOUR BAKING!
507-684-2019

Hope

Jim Brioch - Administrator
220 3rd St. NW u Blooming Prairie, MN

(507) 583-4434 u fax (507) 583-2401

“Quality Care with a Small Town Touch”

237 Hwy Ave. S • Blooming Prairie 583-6671

Sponsored by these following area businesses:

Darrick Schewe
Owner

507-583-9994
Located in NAPA Auto Parts Building

You Are Looking at 
a Revolution In...

 Water Conditioners

Sales • Service • Rentals • Leasing

Garlick’s Water Conditioning
507-526-3616 or Toll Free 1-800-722-1282

www.garlickswater.com

Call today!
Authorized Independent Kinetico Dealer

656 3rd St. NE • Blooming Prairie, MN
Robert Salinas

Family-Owned
507-583-6620

Minimizer.com • 800-248-3855 • Blooming Prairie

800-248-3855
www.minimizer.com

Blooming Prairie

507-684-2100 
12880 SW 72nd Ave, Ellendale

THIS MESSAGE SPONSORED BY THESE FIRE SAFETY MINDED BUSINESSES:

Back row- Firefighters Lee Holtberg and Je emy Wangen, Lexys Mullenbach, Carson Sayles, Briella Musel, Casey Bruggeman , Elaine Schwarz, Amelia Pauly, Bristol Hansen and fi efighters Justin K ell 
and Joe Morgan; 2nd row from back- Isabel Lindeman, Jeff ey Bruns, Shane Johnson, Mason Peterson, Claire Staloch, Joseph Schwarz, Melanie Thoen, Justin Schumacher, Montgomery Mausbach, 
Serenity Zirngible, Kody Blume, Jayden Peterson-Motl, Trenton Hageman, Coen Abel, Makenzie Wangen, Addison Hjelmen; 3rd row from back—Hannah Garcia, James Weir, Wyatt Holberg, Max 
Hendrickson, Levi Skillestad, Andrew Schwarz, Emery Schleicher, Aubree Johnson, Cassidy Jones, Joseph Loverink, Elliot Schiller, Zoey Olsen; 4th row from back—Annastyn Peterson, Aaron Janning-
Smith, Reid Jensen, Zander Trostem, Trenton Johnson, Kianna Carlson, Addison Braaten, Emmerson Nelson, Cooper White
Front row—Lizzy Johnson, Peyton Lembke, Owen Gimbel, Kasey Haberman, Lily Evans, Nevaeh Nelson, Rayanne Alwes, Otto Ehlers, Levi Staska.

Fire prevention never starts too soon

NFPA Public Education Division  1 Batterymarch Park, Quincy, MA  02169
Your Source for SAFETY Information

www.nfpa.org/education ©NFPA 2016

Smoke Alarms
at Homeat Home

Smoke Alarms

 A closed door may slow 
the spread of smoke, heat, 
and fire. 

 Smoke alarms should be 
installed inside every sleeping 
room, outside each separate 
sleeping area and on every 
level. Smoke alarms should 
be connected so when one 
sounds, they all sound. Most 
homes do not have this level 
of protection.

 Roughly 3 out of 5 fire deaths 
happen in homes with no 
smoke alarms or the alarms 
are not working.

FACTS

SMOKE ALARMS ARE A KEY PART
of a home fire escape plan. When there is 
a fire, smoke spreads fast. Working smoke 
alarms give you early warning so you can 
get outside quickly.

SAFETY TIPS 
KKK Install smoke alarms inside and outside each 

bedroom and sleeping area. Install alarms on every 
level of the home. Install alarms in the basement.

KKK Large homes may need extra smoke alarms. 

KKK It is best to use interconnected smoke alarms.
 When one smoke alarm sounds they all sound.

KKK Test all smoke alarms at least once a month.
 Press the test button to be sure the alarm is working.

KKK There are two kinds of alarms. Ionization smoke 
alarms are quicker to warn about flaming fires. 
Photoelectric alarms are quicker to warn about 
smoldering fires. It is best to use both types of 
alarms in the home.

KKK A smoke alarm should be on the ceiling or high
 on a wall. Keep smoke alarms away from the
 kitchen to reduce false alarms. They should be
 at least 10 feet (3 meters) from the stove.

KKK People who are hard-of-hearing or deaf can use 
special alarms. These alarms have strobe lights

 and bed shakers.

KKK Replace all smoke alarms when they are 10
 years old.

!

!

!

Name of Organization Goes Here

Contact Information Goes Here
NFPA Public Education Division  1 Batterymarch Park, Quincy, MA  02169
Your Source for SAFETY Information
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Oct 9 - 15

CHECK SMOKE ALARM BATTERIES MONTHLY  •  REPLACE SMOKE ALARMS EVERY TEN YEARS  •  DON’T WAIT - CHECK THE DATE!

Blooming Prairie fi efighters educated kindergarteners last week about fire safety 
and how to prevent fi es as part of the department’s fi e prevention efforts



By JOSH ZIMMER 
Sports Editor

Searching to keep the hot 
streak going into the playoffs, 
the Owatonna Huskies had one 
final test with Rochester Centu-
ry. For senior Abukar Fakrudin, 
he was planning on keeping not 
only the Huskies streak alive, 
but built onto one of his own. 

In a rain shortened game, the 
Huskies kept their streak alive 
Thursday night, defeating the 
Cougars 3-1 behind Fakrudin’s 
third career hat trick on senior 
night at the Owatonna Soccer 
Complex. Head coach Bob Way-
pa said the mindset of his play-
ers really shaped the evening. 

“Our strikers and our mid-
fielders refused to lose those 50-
50 balls,” he added. 

The Huskies picked up right 
where they left off Monday, 
dominating not only the time of 
possession but the stat sheet as 
well. Just six minutes into the 
contest, Fakrudin scored after 
being set up by a nifty pass from 
fellow senior and captain, Dan 
Keller. 

With the Huskies up 1-0 early, 
Nate Smith was looking to add 
to the total. The speedy junior 
managed to get behind the Cou-
gars defense after receiving a 

feed from his brother, Nick. Un-
fortunately, the Century ‘keeper 
managed to get a paw on the 
shot, deflecting it just wide of 
the net. 

The Huskies offense was con-
sistently making great runs into 
the final third but were stymied 
on every attempt. By the twenty 
minute mark of the half, Owa-
tonna’s attackers registered five 
shots on goal. One attempt un-
der the two-minute mark was the 
closest the team was to adding 
another goal. Keller fed a strong 
lead ball to Nick Smith, but his 
shot sailed high over the net, 
keeping the score at 1-0 heading 
into the half. 

The second half was all Fakru-
din as just two minutes into the 
half, he managed to record argu-
ably the goal of the year. After 
Nick Smith pushed the ball deep 
into the Cougars zone, he sent 
the ball to the backside of the de-
fense where the senior leaped to 
head the ball into the back of the 
net. The pair of Smith and Fak-
rudin would record the final goal 
for the Huskies just minutes lat-
er. Only this time, Fakrudin was 
able to easily put the ball on net. 
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Blossoms compete at Chatfield invit

Staff photo by Seth Bedenbaugh-DeLap

Blooming Prairie senior Leah Schiefert winds up to serve during the Blossoms matchup against 
Waterville-Elysian-Morristown on Thursday. Blooming Prairie dropped their fifth straight match,
losing 3-0. 

Fakrudin’s hat-trick lifts Owatonna

Staff photo by Josh Zimmer

Owatonna’s Abukar Fakrudin (7) and Nick Smith (8) celebrates after Fakrudin’s diving goal againt 
Rochester Century Thursday at the Owatonna Soccer Complex. Fakrudin netted all three of the 
Huskies goals. 

Homecoming
sports

SOCCER
Continued on page 3B

  By LEMAR NELSON 
Staff Sports Writer

In another invitational cross 
country meet of the season, the 
Blossom boys took the runner-
up spot again, this time at the 
eight-team Chatfield Invitation-
al.  

In the individual race, Alec 
Ille and Elijah Baker placed 

4th and 6th.  All five boys who 
counted times for the locals fin-
ished in the top 25 to earn the 
team second place. 

Ille and Baker ran the course 
in 17:47 and 18:28, Evan Do-
erhoefer ran a 19:44 (14), Kyle 
Bramstedt timed a 20:05 (18), 
and Quentin Kubista came home 
in 20:19 (22.)  Jesse Schewe and 
Ethan Grant also ran and fin-

ished in the top 60 runners.
BP’s girls paced 7th of the 

eight teams, but it marked just 
the second time a full team of 
girls competed.  Individually, 
Bobbie Bruns led the team by 
placing 12th in 22:11. Alison 
Pryor and Jerrin Jax both fin-
ished in the top 50-Pryor with a 
time of 24:30 (29) and and Jax in 
26:05 (48).  Olivia Johnson and 

Rose Michaud ran the course in 
26:52 and32: 54.

“It was a very difficult 
course,” remarked Coach John 
Bruns, “but we ran well again.  
Bobbie Bruns led the girls again, 
and Alec Ille and Elijah Baker 
continued to impress the field.  
The runner who really provided 
the key to the team’s second 
place was Kyle Bramsteadt.  He 

ran his best ever the difficult 
course, and he has improved by 
leaps and bounds.”

Adam Larson Dylan Johnson, 
and Gustaof Ogren ran in the ju-
nior high meet for the boys, and 
Asha Lightizer and Emily An-
derson ran for the girls.  Light-
izer placed 14th and Anderson 
21st. Overall, BP runners had a 
productive day.

Bucs sweep Awesome Blossoms 
By LEMAR NELSON 
Staff Sports Writer

It has been a tough three 
weeks for the Awesome Blos-
som volleyball team.   

BP dropped its fifth match 
in a row at Waterville Thurs-
day, as the Bucs swept the lo-
cals in three straight games.  
The match was the only one 
of the week for the Blossoms, 
as homecoming activities took 
center stage at BPHS.

WEM won the first set in 
that match 25-14, but the last 
two games remained competi-
tive for most of the time.    The 
Blossoms had a tough n night 
contending with senior hitter 
Katie Masberg, as she domi-
nated at the net, both in kills 
and in blocking attempts for 
kills.  

In game one, the score was 
close at 16-10, until Janet Her-
ing served 5 straight points and 
a 23-13 Buc lead.  A Masberg 
block gave the ball back to the 
winners, and MaeLea Harmon 
served the winner.  

Haley Androli and Alexis 
Morsching combined for 23 
points, Morsching with the 
last 8 points ,in a 25-17 sec-
ond game victory, and Trista 
Hering served 7 points in 

game three, including four ace 
serves, for an identical 25-17 
win and the match.  The play 
of Masberg and Androli at the 
net kept the Blossoms off bal-
ance all night.

“Actually, I was proud of 
the girls tonight,” commented 
Coach Ranell Kittelson, “for 
the way they hung in al three 
games. They didn’t give up, 
even when they fell behind 
earlier.  WEM has developed 
into a top-notch team, and they 
can compete favorably with 
the elite Bethlehem Academy 
squad squad now.”

Sam Wurst and Marissa Lar-
son had 6 and 5 kills, with both 
adding 3 blocks in the match.   
Leah Inwards had 10 assists 
and scrambled for 9 digs.  The 
team record dropped to 8-12 
with the loss.

The WEM JV team won its 
match over the Blossoms in 
two games.  The locals fell 
just 25-2 , after losing the first 
game 17-25.  Rachael Oswald 
served 8 for 8 and Julia Worke 
went 7 for 7.  WEM served 8 
points midway through game 
one for that victory, and a bal-
anced attack won the second 
game the JV team is now 10-10 
for the season.

BP drops fifth straight match

Huskies finish regular season 8-7-1

It almost felt like fans were 
on a carousel last Friday, as BP 
and Medford went round and 
around, before the Blossoms 
tucked another win under their 
belt.  One has to give the Tigers 
some credit, as they unleashed 
a pretty good passing attack 
against the prolific onslaught 
of the Blossom runners.  BP 
rolled up their season high point 
total in the 54-29 victory, and 
it marked a fitting climax to the 
many activities of homecoming.  

Although the Blossoms inter-
cepted three passes, Medford 
almost garnered 300 yards pass-
ing, and that is too many yards 
given up.  Hopefully, that part 
of the defense can still improve.    
The other improvement has to 
come from the penalty depart-
ment.  BP still makes too many 
mistakes, from personal fouls to 
offensive holding.  I think it is 
more of a concentration factor 
than anything else, and it is an 
area that certainly can improve 
with a little more attention to 
the situations.  We will see.

  The volleyball team lost its 
fifth straight match last week, 
yet at times they have played 
pretty good volleyball.  The 
girls still have not learned to 
finish games when they have 
the opportunity, and that will 
have to happen before they can 
get back to winning matches, 
The season is beginning to wind 
down, which means there is not 
much time left to start playing 
better.  Fight on, girls.

The cross country boys 
continue to record a success-
ful season, with another team 
second place again last week.  
Against an 8-team field of 
strong competition, Alec Ille 
and Elijah Baker continue to 
have banner years.  The rest of 
the runners contribute a great 
deal with their high finishes in 
the team competition.  At the 
last meet, a new face popped up 
to have time contribute to the fi-
nal score when Kyle Bramstedt 
finished fourth of the Blossom 
runners.  Good job, runners.

Homecoming glory!
I doubt that there is any-

one who went to school who 
doesn’t have fond memories of 
at least one homecoming.  It has 
been almost seventy years since 
my last high school homecom-
ing and sixty-two since my 
last homecoming celebration 
in college, but I remember in-
cidents from both of those occa-
sions with fondness.  There is 
something about a homecoming 
that leaves warm memories in 
the heart, whether one or many 
such events.

For BPHS last week, a big tip 
of the hat is due to homecom-
ing King Ben Smith and Queen 
Leah Schiefert, and congratula-
tions to the other candidates 
up for the honor.  I mentioned 
last week that I thought all of 
the candidates were excellent 
school citizens, and any of them 
would have made outstanding 
royalty.

LINES
Continued on page 2B
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Tigers round up

Staff photo by Josh Zimmer

Medford Senior Callie Nagel prepares to bump an incoming kill attempt during a Tigers 
home game late in September. Nagel currently sits third in the history for digs in the state of 
Minnesota. 

By LEMAR NELSON 
Staff Sports Writer

Volleyball
In a match that went all five 

games NRHEG fell just short 
in a loss  to Maple River Tues-
day.   The Panthers won game 
one 25-22, but the Eagles re-
bounded for wins in the next 
two games 25-20 and 25-22.  

NRHEG came back to 
square the match with a game 
four 26-24 victory to set up the 
deciding game.  That went to 
Maple River 15-10. It dropped 
the Panthers to a 4-10 record, 
while Maple River improved 
to 9-5.

The Wagner twins- Maddie 
and Marnie- had 10 kills each 
in the match and Marnie added 
23 digs.  Gretchen Ramaker 
and Olivia Christopherson 
had 5 kills each; Rachel Col-
lins had 15 assists and 9 digs; 
and Grace Johns scrambled for 
15 digs.  The Panther JV team 
won its match in three games.  
NRHEG won the first game 
25-15, lost the second game 
20-25,but took the deciding 

third game 15-12.

Tri City Sweeps
After a close 25-23 victory 

in the first set, Tri-City United 
made easy work of the final 
two games by identical 25-17 
scores and swept NRHEG in 
three games at Montgomery 
Monday.  As Coach Onika Pe-
terson commented, “Tonight 
just wasn’t our night, as we 
couldn’t get anything going 
against the Titans.”

Maddie Wagner had 8 kills 
and 5 digs in the match, and 
Marnie Wagner added 3 kills 
and 20 digs.  Grace Johns 
scrambled for 10 digs, and 
Rachel Collins contributed 10 
assists and 5 digs for the Pan-
thers.

The JV team won its match 
in three games. The team lost 
its first game 16-25, but then 
bounced back to win 25-17 and 
15-13 to take the match.

Cross Country
In a meet at Waseca Thurs-

day, Oct. 6, that was marred by 
the elements and over a short-

ened course, Josh Fleming led 
the NRHEG boys with a time 
of 11:45, and Ben Lewer ran 
just seconds behind in 12:04.  
Kollin Reese and Jager Beck 
followed at 12:55 and 13:29, 
with Braden Routh and Orin 
Mely coming in with 13:48 
and 14:46.

As Coach Mike Weber com-
mented, “It was an interesting 
evening.  The girls got their 
race in before lightning showed 
up, and the race was discontin-
ued after the short run.  Josh 
Fleming and Ben Lewer again 
led the boys, while Jade Mely 
recorded a personal best for 
the girls. Madisyn Buetel ran a 
close second to Mely in their 
race.”

Mely, a 9th grader, ran the 
course in 23:49, with Buetel 
just one second back.  Mia 
Williams timed a 25:28, and 
Destiny Medrano rounded out 
the girls’ times with a 27:05.    
Medrano took a minute and 
a half off her time since the 
home meet two weeks ago.  It 
was a most interesting meet 
with the weather being the big-
gest factor in the action. 

Panther 
round up

Blossoms 5-1, face United South Central Friday
LINES: from page 1B

Husky 
round up

By JOSH ZIMMER 
Sports Editor

Volleyball
After losing the second and 

third sets, Owatonna rallied to 
pull off the exciting win in five 
sets (25-11,20-25, 242-26, 25-
16, 15-12). 

Huskies stats leaders
Kills
Syd Schultz 28
Lexi Langeland 20
Digs
Schultz 6
Spatenka 9
Assists
Kubista 57

Owatonna 3, Red 
Wing 0

The Huskies were on the road 
Tuesday, the face Red Wing. 
Powered by strong play from 
both Syd Schultz and Lexi 
Langeland, the Huskies defeated 
the Wingers in straight sets (25-
16, 25-19, 25-20). 

Huskies stats leaders
Kills
Syd Schultz       11
Lexi Langeland 10
Assists
Maddie Kubista 22

 Girls soccer

Owatonna 3, Austin 0
After dropping their contest 

on Monday night, the Huskies 
were looking to rebound. Tues-
day, the Huskies certainly re-
bounded. 

Led by three goals in the first 
half, Owatonna defeated Aus-
tin 3-0. Senior captain Margo 

Achterkirch opened up the scor-
ing from off of a free kick in the 
25th minute. Shortly thereafter, 
fellow senior Sophie Amundson 
scored back-to-back goals in the 
34th and 37th minutes.

Owatonna 1, Farmington 2
Powered by goals in each 

half, the Tigers defeated Owa-
tonna 2-1. 

Both of the Tigers’ goals were 
scored off of corner kicks. The 
lone scorer for the Huskies was 
Paige Cocchiarella. 

The loss on Tuesday snaps 
a 5-game win streak for Owa-
tonna. 

*Thursday’s game against 
Mankato East was cancelled 
due to lightning. 

Swimming and Diving
The Owatonna girls dropped 

a contest against Northfield on 
Thursday 95.5 to 86.5. 

The Huskies also honored 
seniors Ashley Beckman, Katie 
Belina, Emily An and Kaitlyn 
Kopecky. 

*Editors note: Both Owaton-
na soccer teams will have home 
first round games of the section 
tournament. Boys play at 5 p.m. 
followed by the girls at the Owa-
tonna Soccer Complex Tuesday. 

By JOSH ZIMMER 
Sports Editor

Volleyball
Medford 3, USC 0
After making quick work of 

Byron Monday night at home, 
the Tigers were on the road to 
face United South Central. De-
spite the slow start, head coach 
Tanya Powers’ Tigers managed 
to sweep the Rebels 28-26, 25-
16 and 25-8. 

“It didn’t start well. We had 
way too many unforced errors 
and hesitation plays,” Powers 
added. 

During the sweep of USC, 
senior Dani Morgan broke the 
school record for assists- previ-
ously set by her sister, Nicole in 
2012. Morgan currently sits at 
1,249 assists. 

Stats vs. USC
Callie Nagel 1 ace, 24 digs
Becca Edel 1 dig
Krystal Hanson 9 digs
Payton Powers 4 digs, 4 kills, 

20 set assists
Emma Kniefel 4 digs, 9 kills
Kaylee Kern 12 digs
Dani Morgan 19 assists, 3 ace, 

9 digs, 4 kills
Amanda Honsey 11 kills

Sydney Langeslag 3 kills 1 
ace

Mikayla Spinler 11 kills
Medford 3, Bryon 0
In their lone home match of 

the week, the Medford Tigers 
came to play.  Carried by Cal-
lie Nagel’s 23 digs, the Tigers 
defeated Byron in straight sets 
(25-17, 25-18, 25-22).  Head 
coach Tanya Powers said that 
everything was clicking. 

“All of my hitters were on 
tonight, which doesn’t always 
happen.   We served aggressive-
ly and dug the ball with confi-
dence.  It was a great all around 
team win tonight,” she added. 

Payton Powers had a strong 
night as well, registering 20 as-
sists, 4 digs and 4 kills. Senior 
Dani Morgan matched Powers, 
having a team-high 23 assists. 

Stats vs. Byron
Callie Nagel - 23 digs, 4 as-

sists, 2 kills
Krystal Hanson - 1 ace, 7 digs, 

1 kill
Payton Powers - 4 digs, 20 as-

sists, 4 kills
Emma Kniefel - 4 digs, 12 

kills
Kaylee Kern - 2 ace, 14 digs
Dani Morgan - 2 digs, 23 as-

sists, 
7 kills

Amanda Honsey - 3 digs, 16 
kills, 1 solo block

Sydney Langeslag - 2 ace, 2 
digs, 2 kills, 2 solo blocks

Mikayla Spinler - 1 dig, 6 
kills, 1 solo block

Cross Country
The boys and girls cross coun-

try teams for Medford competed 
in the Giant Coed invitational at 
Ney Nature Center in Hender-
son, Minnesota. 

Boys
The boys’ top runner was Brett 

Johnson, whose time of 20:41 
was good for a third place finish. 
Ryan Hermanstorfer also had a 
top 5 finish with a time of 21:18. 
In fact, all of the boys’ runners 
finished inside the top 40. 

The top runner for the girls 
in the coed meet was Kelsey 
Walock, whose time of 24:08 
was good for a 24th place finish. 
Walock’s finish would be consid-
ered a top five finish for the girls 
if the meet was not coed. Med-
ford’s other female runner was 
Beth Ann Hanson. Her time of 
26:23 was good for a 35th place 
finish. 

Staff photo by Josh Zimmer

Huskies forward Toria Koch moves the ball upfield agasint Red 
Wing on Tuesday, Sept. 27. 

I also went away impressed 
again at the large crowds of stu-
dents, parents and local residents 
who attended the coronation cer-
emony.  It was an impressive oc-
casion, and it proves once again 
the support that the school gets 
from the local community.  
I understand the juniors won 
the annual powder puff football 
game (have the seniors ever won 
that contest), and the sopho-
mores took the hall-decorating 
crown with their camping theme. 

 The parade, the football 
game, and the dance following 

the game all contributed to an-
other successful homecoming 
celebration, and I would guess 
that some special memories will 
be tucked away from the activi-
ties.  

As I mentioned earlier, I think 
it shows great school spirit with 
the enthusiastic participation 
from students staff, and com-
munity members on this annual 
celebration.

Banquet delights crowd
One of the big highlights of 

the year in the community disap-
pointed no one, as over 160 resi-
dents and honorees of the Blos-
soms Forever group gathered at 
the annual Ed Foundation ban-
quet last Saturday evening. 

Congratulations are in order 
for Linda Christianson, who re-
ceived a Distinguished Achieve-
ment award for her community 
service and her volunteer ism 
over many years. 

Another Distinguished Ser-
vice award went to Dr. Leslie 
Hansen, a faculty member of the 
University of Minnesota and an 

expert in the dairy industry.
  The Female athlete honor 

was accorded to Missy (Avery) 
Ahrens.  A 2000 graduate of 
BPHS,  Missy earned 9 varsity 
letters in three sports and was 
named the MVP in volleyball, 
basketball, and softball in her 
senior year of high school. 

 She went on to star in those 
same three sports for two years 
while attending Riverland Col-
lege in Austin. 

After college  she has re-
mained active in recreational 
sports, both in Austin and in 

Owatonna, where she now lives 
and is raising three children with 
her husband, Nolan.

Lorne Ellinger accepted the 
Educator of the Year award for 
his father, Charlie, who was 
the custodian at the school for 
16 years. He carried out many 
duties, including boiler main-
tenance during his years as a 
school employee.  

The 1966 State tournament 
basketball received the Male 
Athlete Award as a team, being 
the first and only team to repre-
sent the high school at the state 

tournament, when the state had 
only one class and represented 
all 400 plus schools in the state.  

The best eight schools, both 
big and small competed in the 
eight sections to advance to the 
state tournament, and BP defeat-
ed three big Nine teams on their 
way to the state. 

 It was quite an evening at the 
local Servicemen’s  Club, and 
all enjoyed a lengthy, but memo-
rable occasion.

We’ll talk again.

girls cross country
ATHLETE OF THE WEEK

ATHLETE OF THE WEEK
boys football

Just a 7th grader, Bobbie Bruns has emerged 
as the time leader for the cross country girls and 
their shortened roster in competition.  Bruns 
has been the leader of the team in times for the 
last three meets and is constantly improving her 
time, as the season progresses.  The girls have 
had problems fielding a full team, but she is one 
of the team leaders for the girls.

Bobbie 
Bruns

He has been the overall leader on offense for 
the BP football team all season, and last Friday 
night junior Max Romeo had a combined total 
of almost 200 yards in the win over Medford.  
He ran for 132 yards and caught passes for al-
most 115 yard in the contest.  He has also been 
a stalwart on defense all season and is one of the 
unquestioned leaders of the team that now stands 
with a 5-1 season record.

ATHLETE OF THE WEEK IS BROUGHT TO YOU COURTESY OF:

BLOOMING PRAIRIE BUS COMPANY
BE SAFE  •  BE ON TIME  •  BE SAFE  •  BE ON TIME  •  BE SAFE  •  BE ON TIME • BE SAFE

Max
Romeo
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Huskies place top ten at Berg invite

Staff photo by Josh Zimmer

Owatonna’s Grace Randall (7297)  hits the final st etch of the varsity race at Brooktree Golf Course 
in Owatonna on Thursday. Randall finished 37th and the team took home a seventh place nish. It 
was the Huskies’ first home meet of the season.

Huskies continue strong postseason play
By JOSH ZIMMER 

Sports Editor

With just a day’s worth of 
rest and prepartion, the Hus-
kies faced the Northfield Raid-
ers in the second round of the 
Section torunament. 

Led by Emily Rahrick, Sara 
Anderson and the doubles duo 
of Kaitlyn Anderson and Gabi 
Deml, the Huskies defeated a 
resilent Raiders squad 4-3.

No. 1 singles’ Rahrick-who 
defeated Northfield’s Molly 
Smith in straight sets just two 
weeks ago- saw herself in a 1-1 
match after dropping the first 
set 7-3. 

 The sophomore battled back 
to win the next two sets, 6-2,6-
0. Head coach Curt Matejcek 
said that it was a great come-
back after dropping the first 
set. 

At No. 3 singles Sara An-
derson continued to play well, 
defeating Hannah Breiland 
6-1,6-2. 

Alissa Weide and Annabelle 
Paquin were defeated by their 
Northfield opponents 6-0, 6-1 
and 6-2,6-2 at No.2 and No. 4 
singles respectively. 

The Doubles squad saw as 
much of a fight that the singles 
players endured for the Hus-
kies. 

Caitlyn Anderson and Gabi 
Deml continued their strong 
start to the post season, sweep-
ing the Northfield duo of Anna 
Weber and May Hayes 6-1,6-3 
at No. 1 doubles. 

Macy Voss and Katie Segler 
at No. 2 doubles won the first 
set in convincing fashion be-
fore struggling to put away 
their Northfield opponent. the 
Owatonna duo would ultimate-
ly sweep Jaclyn Krenzel and 
Lauren Weber, 6-3, 7-6. 

Lauren Betti and Margaret 
Schlicker were able to take 
the Northfield pair of Maiela 
Krenzel and Athena Pitsauas 
to a deciding third set. 

Unforunately, the Huskies 
duo were unable to seal a win, 
losing 7-6, 1-6, 6-3. 

Coach Matejcek mentioned 
Tuesday that it was going to be 
a fight to make it to the final 
four. 

“It was a great battle be-
tween two evenly matched 
teams. There was a 25 minute 
rain delay after the courts got 
wet, but No.2 doubles did a 
great job of finishing off the 
second set to keep it from go-
ing to a third,” he added. 

With the win, Owatonna has 
secured its fifth section final 
four in a row. 

Owatonna 7, Faribault 0
The Owatonna girls’ tennis 

teams were awarded a home 
meet to start section play. 

Head coach Curt Matejcek 
said that’s it a win or go home 
scenario now. The Huskies 
were clearly not ready to end 
their season. 

The Huskies pounced on the 
Falcons 7-0, sweeping every 
match of the contest Tuesday. 
No.1 singles Emily Rahrick 
continues her strong season 
with a 6-0,6-0 sweep of Farib-
ault’s Madeline Drevlow and 
Alissa Weide won 6-0,6-2 at 
No. 2 singles. 

The Huskies dropped a total 
of seven games in the sweep. 
Big Nine champions Sara An-
derson at No. 3 singles and the 
duo of Caitlyn Anderson and 
Gabi Deml at No.1 doubles 
continue their strong start to 
the postseason. Anderson de-
feated her Faribault opponent 
6-0,6-1 while Anderson and 
Deml won 6-1,6-0. 

Macy Voss and Katie Segler 
had a battle in the first set with 
Erica Johnson and Abigail 
Goodwin. The Owatonna pair 
would prevail, winning the set 
7-5 before making quick work 
of the Faribault duo in the sec-
ond set 6-0. 

By JOSH ZIMMER 
Sports Editor

After spending the majority 
of the season on the road, the 
Owatonna boys’ and girls’ cross 
country teams were at home 
for the Ev Berg Invitational 
at Brooktree Golf Course in 
Owatonna. 

The course was not only used 
for the meet on Thursday, but is 
home to both the Big Nine Con-
ference meet and the 1AA Sec-
tion meet as well. 

For the high school meets, 
Albert Lea, Northfield, Rose-
mount, Rochester John Mar-
shall, Rochester Mayo, Roch-
ester Century,  Mankato West, 
Winona, Austin,  and Zumbrota-
Mazeppa brought both teams to 
the meet. Eastview and Eagan 
high schools competed solely in 
the girls race. 

The course was altered due to 
water issues to ensure a safe but 
yet still physically demanding 
course. 

Prior to the high school com-
petitions, the area elementary 
schools competed in a shortened 
version of the course. 

Afterward, the junior varisty 
race, starting with the girls race 
then ended with the boys race. 

Owatonna placed fourth in the 
girls race with Liv Larson tak-
ing home a fourth place finish.
In fact, Madelin Brussel, Chloe 
Schmidt, Hanna Brekke, Adrien 
Breuer, Kinzie Williams, Grace 
Cocchiarella, Riley Schmidt and 
Jeni Burtis all joined Larson 
with top 50 finishes.

For the boys JV, the Huskies 
took home a sixth place finish

with  Connor McCartney and 
Logan Bauer finishing 23rd and 
24th respectively, to be Owa-
tonna’s highest finishers. Miles 
Kuhn was the other finisher to 
palce inside the top 50. 

Once the JV races were com-
pleted, the girls varsity race was 
starting to get started. 

However, once the gun was 
fired, the rains started to pour 
onto the course, making some 
spots a slop for the 76 girls com-
peting. 

The Huskies placed seventh, 
with Abbi Moran pacing the 
squad with a 23rd place finish.

Sara Wall, Catrina Herr, and 
Grace Randall all tooke home 
top 50 finishes. Mariah Dent 
was just outside of the top 50, 
finishing 52nd.

Head coach Dan Leer said 
that there were positive perfor-
mances fomr his team. 

“It was great to run at home 
finally this year, it always feels 
good to run at Brooktree. We 
have a bunch of girls steadily 
improving.  We’re looking to 
have a meet where everyone’s 
clicking,” he added. 

The boys race was the fi-
nal varsity contest of the high 
school  meet. 

After being unable to fully 
particpate in practice due to a 
minor foot injury, Owatonna’s 
Braydon Kubat looked like he 
was never hurt. 

The captain of the boys’ squad 
burned through the three-mile 
course, taking home a fourth 
place finish with a time of 
16.46.6. 

Ross Stevenson and Caedon 
McCartney also had a strong 

meet. They each finished inside 
the top 25. 

In fact, all of the Huskies run-
ners finished inside the top 50.

Owatonna will race in Manka-
to on Tuesday. 

Berg results (Girls)

Team scores
Rosemount 57, Rochester Cen-
tury 69, Eastview 119, Manka-
to West 123, Rochester Mayo 
149, Northfield 150, Owatonna 
173, Winona 175, Austin 185, 
Rochester John Marshall 189, 
ZMKW 306. 

Owatonna results
Abbi Moran              20:34 (23rd)
Sara Wall                 20:52 (31st)
Catrina Herr            20:56 (35th)
Grace Randall          21:03 (37th)
Mariah Dent           21:49 (52nd)
Payton Wunderlich 21:59 (55th)
Zinash Valen          23:03  (67th)

Berg results (Boys)

Team Scores
Rosmount 43, Northfield 89, 
Rochester Century 102, Manka-
to West 106, Owatonna 118, 
Winona 122, Rochester John 
Marshall 171, Austin 178, Roch-
ester Mayo 201, Albert Lea 247, 
ZMKW 355

Owatonna results
Braydon Kubat 16:46 (4th)
Ross Stevenson 17:29 (24th)
Caedon McCartney 17:30 (25th)
Evan Steiger 17:43.2 (32nd)
Bryce Knutson 17:43.6 (33rd)
Steven St. Martin 17:50 (41st)
Brett Ruiter 18:02 (48th)

The Cougars attempted to 
mount a comeback, scoring on 
a long drive with just 19 min-
utes left, cutting the lead to two. 
However, the comeback and 
ultimately the game was halted 
due to heavy rains and lightning 
that was sweeping into the area. 

Afterward, Fakrudin has that 
there are really two things on the 
minds of the team heading into 
the playoffs. 

“We’re going to be focused 
on playing as a team. If we can 
continued to do that, we have a 
great shot to continue to win,” 
he added. 

Owatonna 2, Austin 1
Coming off a lopsided win 

Monday night, the Huskies were 
back in action Tuesday to face 
conference foe Austin. Prior to 
the start of the game, the Pack-

ers broke their huddle chanting 
“our house, our Game.” Tonight 
it was undoubtedly the Huskies 
house and the Huskies game.   

Powered by Abukar Fakru-
din’s converted penalty kick late 
in the second half, the Huskies 
were able to steal a win from the 
Packers 2-1 Tuesday. 

In a drizzling rain, the two 
teams started off hot offensively, 
each trading shots on goal. The 
first of a combined 10 attempts in 
the first half came just thirty sec-
onds into the match as Fakrudin 
had a breakaway chance, only 
to sail his shot wide of the net. 
Ten minutes into the game how-
ever, the Huskies drew first blood 
when Juan Maya was able to 
connect with an Zack Abdi pass 
that slid past the Packers ‘keeper 
in the 23rd minute.

On the ensuing possession, 
Owatonna’s Nate Smith was sub-

ject to a yellow card for what the 
officials deemed unsportsman-
like conduct as he battled for a 
counter. The Packers were able 
to seize the opportunity and net 
the equalizer, tying the score at 
1-1 with just thirty seconds later. 

Aside from the early onslaught 
of missed attempts by each team, 
it was mostly a slow developing 
game.  Numerous possessions 
were halted by officials for either 
a handball or extracurricular ac-
tivity when attempting to win a 
counter ball in the middle third 
of the field. As the game drew 
on, the contact and extracurricu-
lar between players continued to 
grow until midway through the 
second half, forcing the officials 
to step in to restore order. 

In the second half, the teams 
continued to trade words while 
also trading shots on goal. After 
a penalty was called on Austin 

deep in their defensive zone for 
a handball in the box, Fakrudin 
was awarded a penalty kick. De-
spite the wishes of his coaches-
who were shouting to have se-
nior captain Dan Keller take the 
attempt- Fakrudin’s shot sailed 
to the right hand side of the net, 
sealing the win for the Huskies. 

Owatonna 5, Century 1
The Huskies started their 

3-game home stand this week 
with a Monday night contest 
against Rochester Century. After 
scoring in the first minute of the 
match, Owatonna thumped the 
Panthers 5-1. 

Brodee Stanford, Abukar Fak-
rudin, and Nate Smith all scored 
for the Huskies. Fakrudin and 
Smith tallied two goals on the 
contest. 

Owatonna offense explodes in final week of play
SOCCER: from page 1B

Staff photo by Josh Zimmer

Owatonna junior Seth Bungum (3) fights a Mankato East 
player for possession early in Thursday’s contest. The Huskies 
won 3-1 after a thunderstorm swept into the area, forcing the 
game to be ended mid-way through the second half. 

Staff photo by Josh Zimmer

Owatonna’s Sara Anderson returns a serve from her Faribault opponent on Tuesday. The Big 
Nine conference champion picked up two wins last week, winning 6-0 and 6-1 on Tuesday. On 
Thursday, Anderson defeated Hannah Breiland of Northfield 6-1,6-2. 

Owatonna makes fifth straight sections final four



Police blotter
Steele County

Blooming Prairie Police
Oct. 1
Vandalism. Officers took a re-

port of property damage in city at 
9:35 a.m. 

Oct. 2
Property Damage. Vandalism 

was reported in the city at 11:26 
a.m. 

Oct. 4
Arrest. Police arrested a motor-

ist following a traffic stop at 5:36 
p.m. 

Owatonna Police
Sept. 30
Hit and Run. A hit and run acci-

dent resulting in property damage 
occurred at Glendale St. NW and 
State Ave. NW at 9:13 a.m. 

Fights. Police responded to 
fights in the 300 block of School 
St. E. at 11:29 a.m. and at 9:49 
p.m. and at 16th St. NE and St. 
Paul Place NE at 12:52 p.m. 

Domestic. At 11:10 a.m., offi-
cers responded to a domestic as-
sault in the 300 block of School 
St. W. They took a subject into 
custody. 

Shoplifting. Police issued a 
shoplifting citation in the 1100 
block of Frontage Rd. W. at 2:02 
p.m. 

Oct. 1
Disturbance. Officers respond-

ed to a noise complaint in the 
1100 block of Hoffman Dr. NW at 
1:53 p.m. 

Suspicion. Police received a 
suspicious activity report from the 
300 block of Hoffman Dr. NW at 
10:07 p.m. 

Domestic. At 10:19 p.m., police 
took a subject into custody fol-
lowing a domestic disturbance in 
the 200 block of Chambers Ave. 
SE. 

Oct. 2
Vandalism. Property damage 

was reported in the 100 block of 
22nd St. NW at 1:49 p.m. 

Hit and Run. A hit and run ac-
cident occurred at Grove Ave. S. 
and School St. E. at 6:42 p.m. 

Oct. 3
Warrants. Police made warrant 

arrests in the 100 block of Land-
mark Dr. NE at 10:57 a.m. and in 
the 100 block of Elm Ave. N. at 
8:36 p.m. 

Juvenile. At 12:50 p.m., offi-
cers received a juvenile complaint 
from the 100 block of Vine St. E. 

Drugs. Officer advised on drug 
activity in the 500 block of Cedar 
Ave. S. at 12:41 p.m. 

Burglary. Police began a bur-
glary investigation in the 100 
block of Cedar Cove Lane NW at 
3:23 p.m. 

Oct. 4
Theft. A vehicle was reported 

stolen from the 400 block of Ce-
dardale Dr. SE at 7:25 a.m. 

Warrant. At 9:01 a.m., officer 
arrested a subject for an outstand-
ing warrant in the 600 block of 
Florence Ave. NW. 

Death. Police began a death 
investigation in the 100 block of 
24th Place NW at 1:37 p.m. 

Shoplifting. A shoplifting inci-
dent occurred in the 1100 block of 
Frontage Rd. W. at 9:16 p.m. 

Child Protection. At 10:59 p.m., 
officer responded to a child pro-
tection incident in the 1100 block 
of School St. E. A subject was ar-
rested at the scene. 

Oct. 5
Warrant. Police made a warrant 

arrest in the 2300 block of 3rd 
Ave. NE at 1:24 a.m. 

Harassment. A citizen reported 
being the victim of harassment in 
the 1800 block of 3rd Ave. NE at 
10:12 a.m. 

Juvenile. At 2:21 p.m., police 
received a juvenile complaint 
from the 100 block of Vine St. E. 

Domestic. Officers responded 
to a domestic disturbance in the 
1500 block of 9th Ave. NE at 2:53 
p.m. 

Theft. Officer took a theft re-
port in the 500 block of Agnes St. 
E. at 5:42 p.m. 

Crash. Police advised on a per-
sonal injury crash at 21st Ave. NW 
and Frontage Rd. W. at 7:28 p.m. 

Oct. 6
Stolen Property. At 12:44 a.m., 

police recovered stolen property 
in the 1100 block of Frontage Rd. 
W. They arrested a subject. 

Theft. A theft occurred in the 
500 block of 20th St. NE at 8:22 
a.m. 

Fraud. Officer took a report of a 
fraud incident in the 400 block of 
Glendale St. NW at 6:51 a.m. 

Shoplifting. Police arrested a 
subject for shoplifting in the 1100 
block of Frontage Rd. W. at 3:40 
p.m. 

Steele County Sheriff
Sept. 30
Restraining Order. At 3:02 

p.m., deputies received a report of 
a restraining order violation at the 
detention center. 

Oct. 1
Theft. Deputy took a theft re-

port in the 200 block of 2nd Ave. 
SE at 10:58 a.m. 

Oct. 2
Crash. Paramedics and depu-

ties responded to a motor vehicle 
accident with injuries in the 5800 
block of 66th St. NW at 1:08 p.m. 

Probation. At 11:31 p.m., depu-
ties arrested a subject for a pro-
bation violation at the detention 
center. 

Oct. 3
Theft. Deputy took a theft re-

port in the 4900 block of Kenyon 
Rd. at 3:33 p.m. 

Oct. 4
Assault. Deputies received in-

formation regarding an assault in 
the 700 block of 2nd Ave. NE at 
12:41 p.m. 

Crash. Paramedics and deputies 
responded to a motor vehicle acci-
dent with injuries at 44th Ave. NE 
and Kenyon Rd. at 6:44 p.m. 

Oct. 5
Animal. At 8:26 a.m., deputies 

received information about ani-
mal cruelty in the 4000 block of 
Crane Creek Rd. 

Crash. A personal injury crash 
occurred in the 1800 block of 44th 
Ave. SE at 4:22 p.m. 

Steele County
Court news

The following case was heard in 
Steele County District Court the 
week of Sept. 26 with Judge Karen 
R. Duncan presiding: 

Brandon L. Stevermer, 21, 
Owatonna, previously appeared 
and was convicted of felony bur-
glary and felony controlled sub-
stance crime. He was sentenced to 
$581, 74 days in county jail, no al-
cohol or controlled substance use, 
do not enter liquor establishments, 
no contact with victim, chemical 
dependency evaluation, no pos-
session of firearms, enter the Drug 
Court program and 5 years of su-
pervised probation. 

The following misdemeanors 
and petty misdemeanors were 
heard in Steele County District 
Court the week of Sept. 26 – 30: 

Blooming Prairie
Police Department
Kouassi Ehon, 40, Austin, care-

less driving, stay of adjudication, 
$381 and 1 year of unsupervised 
probation; Mark A. Hatleli, 55, 
Austin, revoked license and no 
insurance; Kristy N. Sibou, 32, 
Albert Lea, no insurance and re-
voked license. 

MN State Patrol
Rochester
Miski N. Abshir, 21, Roches-

ter, speeding, $381; Farhiyo H. 
Ahmed, 31, Faribault, permit vio-
lation and illegal entry on high-
way, $181; Olivia M. Anderson, 
17, Inver Grove Heights, speed-
ing, $141; David D. Antl, 52, 
Owatonna, seat belt, $106; 

Norma C. Arredondo, 37, Al-
bert Lea, speeding, $121; Ma-
rio C. Bryant, 28, Rosemount, 
speeding and suspended license; 
Stephon C. Carpenter, 31, Albert 
Lea, revoked license and failure 
to deliver title; Jesus A. Chavez, 
20, Faribault, speeding, $141; An-
thony M. Coan, 35, St. Paul, seat 
belt and no insurance; Katina Y. 
Coleman-Jackson, 43, Minneapo-
lis, revoked license, $281; Kend-
all R. Crouse, 24, Fort Dodge, IA, 
speeding, $121; Jennifer Davila, 
34, Arden Hills, speeding, $131; 
Ryan R. Douglas, 37, Quincy, IL, 
suspended license; Levi C. Falck, 
18, Lino Lakes, speeding, $131; 

William M. Feyereisen, 47, 
Shakopee, unsafe lane usage, 
$131; Kasey A. Grunwald, 23, 
Medford, speeding, $281; Jesus 
G. Herrera, 38, Stockton, CA, re-
voked license; Melissa L. Hitch-
cock, 29, Hayfield, speeding and 
suspended license, $341; Suzann 
M. Kirkpatrick, 70, Faribault, seat 
belt, $106; Bernard Koslosky, 
56, Medford, speeding, $121; 
Joshua A. Lee, 26, Owatonna, 
expired registration and posses-
sion of marijuana, $261; Mark A. 
Leipnitz, 53, Faribault, invalid li-
cense, $81; Carl E. Lietz, 77, Co-
loma, WI, speeding, $100; Josh E. 
Loukus, 42, Calumet, MI, speed-
ing, $121; Kyle M. Maguire, 23, 
Lake City, IA, invalid license and 
no insurance, $381; Stephanie J. 
McCulloch, 41, Owatonna, speed-
ing, $121; April M. Nelson, 27, 
West Concord, speeding, $131; 
Chuol D. Pal, 31, Omaha, NE, 
speeding and invalid license; 

Nancy M. Richardson, 34, Dav-
enport, IA, invalid license and un-
registered vehicle; Julia M. Rob-
inson-Frantsvog, 22, Des Moines, 
IA, speeding, $121; Matthew G. 
Sanderson, 42, Knoxville, IA, seat 
belt, $106; Jerry M. Saufferer, 63, 
Medford, seat belt, $106; Rene E. 
Sierra, 38, Zimmerman, seat belt, 
$106; Brian D. Silvers, 47, Min-
neapolis, revoked license; Bri-
anna D. Taft, 21, Klemme, IA, no 
license, $181; Shelby L. Taylor, 
17, Owatonna, texting while driv-
ing, $131; Patrisha L. Thorenson, 
28, Owatonna, speeding and sus-
pended license; Carlos E. Torres, 
20, Faribault, speeding, $221; 

Ronald T. Waller, 50, Austin, 
cancelled license, $381, 28 days 
in county jail and 2 years of su-
pervised probation; Clarence S. 
Weah, 35, Denison, IA, no li-
cense, $181; Victor L. Whitfield, 
53, Dallas, TX, unsafe lane usage, 
$131; Mario L. Williams, 32, St. 
Paul, revoked license. 

Owatonna Police
Department
Brandon T. Abrego, 32, Owa-

tonna, seat belt and no insur-
ance; Daniel T. Adkins, 27, Min-
neapolis, suspended license and 
open bottle; Scott M. Aragon, 35, 
Waseca, no insurance; Angela 
K. Ballstadt, 37, Owatonna, stop 
sign, $131; 

Matthew G. Bauer, 44, Farib-
ault, no insurance and seat belt; 
Benjamin L. Carlson, 46, Lafay-
ette, DWI, $1,006, 30 days in 
county jail, chemical dependency 
evaluation, attend MADD impact 
panel, no alcohol or controlled 
substance use, do not enter li-

quor establishments, 224 hours of 
community service and 2 years of 
supervised probation; Korey M. 
Carroll, 23, West Concord, sus-
pended license, $281; Jessica L. 
Cole, 23, Owatonna, no insurance, 
$281; Kirsten T. Conry, 35, Owa-
tonna, suspended license, $281; 
Antonio F. Cortes, 36, Faribault, 
revoked license and no insurance; 
April D. Cortez, 38, Claremont, 
revoked license; Ravyn M. Craw-
ford, 18, Glendale, AZ, no child 
passenger restraint system and 
seat belt, $156; Jaime R. De Leon, 
31, Blooming Prairie, revoked li-
cense; Nikita M. Finley, 26, Owa-
tonna, revoked license, no insur-
ance and speeding, $521; 

Brady L. Fischer, 21, Owa-
tonna, no insurance and seat belt, 
$306; Melanie M. Garrido, 28, 
Faribault, speeding and no insur-
ance; Ayde G. Gomez, 34, Dallas, 
TX, no license, $181; Johnny L. 
Gossett, 39, Austin, registration 
violation, $381; Mohammed T. 
Gouma, 38, Albert Lea, suspend-
ed license and failure to stop for 
traffic control signal, $331; An-
thony B. Graham, 32, Austin, re-
voked license and seat belt, $225; 

Terrance M. Harris, 23, St. 
Paul, theft and no insurance, $81, 
30 days in county jail, no tres-
passing at Walmart and 1 year of 
unsupervised probation; Ashley 
A. Hernandez, 37, Owatonna, 
revoked license, $281; Faith-
ful R. Hill, 37, Owatonna, theft, 
$195.63, 2 days in county jail and 
1 year of unsupervised probation; 
Nathaniel G. Hill, 24, Rochester, 
failure to notify owner of dam-
aged property, $181; Christopher 
A. Hondl, 45, Owatonna, theft, 
stay of adjudication, $181 and 1 
year of supervised probation; 

Justin J. Huisman, 25, Owaton-
na, animal running at large, $181; 
Marino N. Isom, 41, Owatonna, 
no insurance and revoked license; 
Tawna M. Johnson, 41, Owaton-
na, theft, $181 and 1 year of un-
supervised probation; Tyreese A. 
Johnson, 23, Owatonna, suspend-
ed license, $281; Tori S. Lane, 38, 
Owatonna, no child passenger re-
straint systems, expired tabs and 
no insurance, $411; 

James P. Markowitz, 28, Abi-
line, TX, revoked license; Dennis 
R. McHenry, 53, Claremont, re-
voked license; Tanya L. McKin-
ley, 32, Faribault, seat belt, $106; 
Mohamed A. Mohamed, 28, Owa-
tonna, controlled substance crime 
and false name to peace officer, 
stay of adjudication, $300, 257 
days in county jail, no possession 
of firearms, no alcohol or con-
trolled substance use and 3 years 
of supervised probation; Kaleb 
T. More, 20, Janesville, no insur-
ance, $1,139.44; David J. Morey, 
24, suspended license; Bouphasa-
vanh Mounphosay, 42, Brooklyn 
Center, suspended license; Leah 
E. Olson, 60, Blooming Prairie, 
failure to yield to pedestrian, no 
insurance and invalid license; 

Helena P. Ost, 51, Owatonna, 
stop sign, $131; John R. Poindex-
ter, 55, Owatonna, revoked license 
and speeding, $341; Mavrick R. 
Raygor, 24, Austin, revoked li-
cense, no insurance and open 
bottle, $581; Cassy R. Ree, 24, 
Owatonna, speeding, $131; An-
aira N. Rios-Flores, 21, Medford, 
suspended license, $281; Richard 
Rocha, 29, Poteet, TX, invalid li-
cense; Rolando Rocha, 32, Odesa, 
TX, revoked license and no insur-
ance; Roland C. Rodriguez, 28, 
Waseca, invalid license; Vanessa 
Rodriguez, 29, revoked license; 

Janardhana S. Saladi, 27, Edina, 
speeding, $100; Venus S. Smith, 
37, Owatonna, suspended license, 
$281; Timothy J. Spatenka, 25, 
Nerstrand, careless driving; Adam 
P. Stumpf, 19, Owatonna, failure 
to obey traffic control device and 
failure to signal for turn, $181; 

Vincent D. Tampio, 38, Farib-
ault, expired license; Robert L. 
Tanner, 47, Waseca, invalid li-
cense and no insurance; Scarlett 
S. Tanner, 24, Owatonna, sus-
pended license; Zachery C. Van-
gen, 24, Owatonna, no insurance, 
$281; Corey J. Vanthomme, 35, 
Waterville, seat belt, $106; Car-
rie L. Wallin, 37, Owatonna, no 
insurance and revoked license, 
$481; Josh D. Watkins, 30, Owa-
tonna, revoked license; Sarah J. 
Whitefeather, 40, Geneva, no in-
surance, $281; Sharon Williams, 
58, Owatonna, DWI, $406, 1 day 
in county jail, chemical depen-
dency evaluation and 1 year of 
supervised probation; Chandra D. 
Worrell, 36, Owatonna, no child 
passenger restraint system, $131; 
Ramon O. Yciano, 29, Faribault, 
speeding and revoked license. 

Steele County 
Sheriff’s Office
Gabriel E. Andrade, 22, Min-

neapolis, speeding, $581; Benja-
min P. Baganz, 25, Fond du Lac, 
WI, speeding, $221; William H. 
Bergstrom, 32, Brownsdale, no 
insurance, expired registration 
and revoked license, $511; Pedro 
A. Estrada, 60, Austin, speed-
ing, $121; Jonathan T. Ferris, 
30, Faribault, revoked license, 
$281; Ardyce J. Flies, 64, Plym-
outh, speeding, $141; Alujonae S. 
Fowler, 24, St. Paul, no child pas-
senger restraint system, $131; 

Robert W. Gullickson, 59, 
Rochester, speeding, $121; Troy 
J. Gunderson, 37, Blooming Prai-
rie, disorderly conduct, $381 and 
1 year of supervised probation; 
Terrance M. Harris, 23, St. Paul, 
theft, $113.03, 30 days in county 
jail, no trespassing at Casey’s and 
1 year of unsupervised probation; 
Melissa L. Hitchcock, 29, Hay-
field, suspended license, $281; 
Darrell G. Hondl, 54, Owatonna, 
domestic assault, $1,081 and 1 
year in county jail; Thomas A. 
Isaacson, 24, Owatonna, speed-
ing, $141; 

Darnell L. James, 27, Colum-
bus, GA, speeding, $221; Tyler 
D. Karge, 21, Owatonna, speed-
ing, $141; Chantha Khammanh, 
32, Rochester, speeding, $141; 
William C. Langelier, 31, Alex-
andria, suspended license; Terry 
A. Lester, 43, Hartland, revoked 
license, no insurance, suspended 
registration and possession of 
Marijuana and paraphernalia; 
Ricky D. Monroe, 57, Richmond, 
VA, speeding; Ryan R. Morton, 
22, Deephaven, speeding, $221; 
Kacey L. Newberry, 19, Kronen-
wetter, WI, speeding, $121; Karen 
L. Newcomer-Aney, 51, Roches-
ter, speeding, $121; San Juanita B. 
Olveda Zamora, 39, Claremont, 
speeding and no license; Preston 
J. Roach, 18, Faribault, speeding, 
$121; Frederick T. Rudolph, 39, 
St. Cloud, speeding, $121; 

Kathryn L. Rumpza, 48, St. 
Louis Park, speeding, $121; Jacob 
S. Schlichter, 20, Austin, speed-
ing, $141; Adam J. Schwerr, 30, 
Anoka, suspended license, $281; 
Pedro P. Serenil, 37, Brooklyn 
Park, no license and speeding, 
$241; Jazmyne A. Shinabarger, 
23, Albert Lea, speeding, no in-
surance and careless driving; 
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• Alejandro Garza – domestic assault – $2,000 bail
• Elizandra Garza – theft, shoplifting - $500 bail
• David Gatheright – possession - $20,000 bail
• Domach Gatluak – DWI – no bail
• Conrad Ginter – DWI – no bail
• Claudia Gomez – criminal abuse - $3,000 bail
• Mark Gomez – assault - $10,000 bail
• Miguel Gomez – theft - $1,000 bail
• Valente Gomez Jr. – DWI – no bail
• Christopher Gonzalez – theft - $500 bail

• Hiran Gonzalez – dishonored checks – no bail
• Jose Gonzalez Jr. – drugs - $10,000 bail
• Luis Gonzalez – DWI – no bail
• Douglas Greier – worthless check - $1,000 bail
• Brandon Grunwald – DWI – no bail
• Alma Guajardo – no insurance - $1,000 bail
• Steven Gustafson – contribute - $2,000 bail
• Edgar Gutierrez – assault, theft - $2,000 bail
• Cardenas Gutierrez – revoked license - $500 bail
• Roger Halbach – DWI - $3,000 bail 

Public Safety Blotter spotlight:  Suspicion. On Oct. 1, a Blooming Prairie citizen 
called deputies at 8:22 a.m. aft a bucket of things that he believes were 
used to make Molotov cocktails in the 70600 block of 130th Ave. 
 

507-437-2837 • 1410 21st Avenue, Austin
HOURS: M-Th 7:30AM - 5:30PM, Fri. by appt only.Closed Sat. & Sun. 

THE ONLY AREA SHOP  
certified to work  on the 2015  

Ford Aluminum F150

High-risk sex offender moves to BP
Police in Blooming Prairie 

will be holding a community no-
tification meeting this week af-
ter a high-risk sex offender has 
moved into the city.

The meeting will take place 
Friday at 5 p.m. in the Bloom-
ing Prairie City Center. Local 
police as well as representatives 
from the Minnesota Department 
of Corrections will be available 
to provide information on public 
safety.

At the center of the notifi-
cation is James Peter Zylstra, 
61, who is a registered Level 3 
Predatory Offender. He moved 
to Blooming Prairie on Oct. 5. 
Level 3 offenders are considered 
the worst and most likely to re-
offend.

According to police, Zylstra 
has a history of sexual conduct 
and contact with female vic-
tims as young as 12 years old. 
The conduct included indecent 

exposure and sexual touching. 
The adult victims were vulner-
able due to developmental dis-
ability. Police said Zylstra was 
known to his adult victims, but 
the 12-year-old victim was a 
stranger.

Zylstra is not wanted by the 
police at this time and has served 
the sentence imposed on him by 
the court. This week’s notifica-
tion is not intended to increase 
fear in the community, but rath-
er inform the public in hopes of 
making everyone safer. 

James Peter Zylstra
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Sponsored by Blooming Prairie, Medford 
and Owatonna Bus Companies be on time

• Be aware of moving traffic.
• Leave plenty of time to get to the bus stop. 
Don’t rush.
• Pay attention to your surroundings; listening 
to your music player or playing handheld 
video games may lead to distractions and 
potential injury.
• Don’t wear a hood as it makes it more 
difficult to hear and see traffic.
• Stay at a safe distance from the street and 
don’t play around while waiting for the bus.
• Stay 10 giant steps away from the outside 
of the bus while the bus is pulling up so the 
driver can see you.
• Wait for the bus to stop completely before 
you move towards it to get on, or before you
stand up to get off.
• Be cautious of clothing or backpacks with 

drawstrings, toggles, or key chains that can get
caught on the bus handrails and doors.
• Hold the handrail going up and down the 
stairwell so you don’t trip.
• Find a seat and sit down as soon as you’re on 
the bus.
• Be courteous and respectful to your driver. 
Listen to directions.
• Don’t put your head, arms, papers or 
anything out the window.
• Don’t pick up anything you drop near the 
bus. The driver may not see you. Instead, ask 
the driver for help.
• Wait to cross the street until the driver lets 
you know it’s OK.
• Stay away from the bus wheels at all times - 
the driver cannot see you.

www.nsc.org/

tips for a safer bus ride.

October 17-21, 2016

Blake D. Stenzel, 17, Manka-
to, speeding, $141; Stephen C. 
Strommer, 31, Medford, speeding, 
$121; Daniel G. Willert, 49, Ge-
neva, possession of Marijuana and 
paraphernalia, $181; Stephen B. 
Williams, 53, Faribault, speeding, 
$141; Juan Wortham, 32, Waseca, 
no license and no insurance, $381.  

Police blotter
Dodge County

The Dodge County Sheriff’s 
Office handled 182 complaints 
during the week of Sept. 28 – Oct. 
4. Some of them include: 

Sept. 28
Larceny. Deputy took a report 

of a theft of money from a vehicle 
in the 200 block of 4th St. NE in 
Dodge Center at 9:46 a.m. 

Welfare. Deputy completed a 
welfare check on Main St. W. in 
Hayfield at 1:36 a.m. 

Harassment. Deputies respond-
ed to a juvenile harassment issue 
at Hayfield High School at 1:11 
p.m. 

Tobacco. At 2:55 p.m., depu-
ties were completing tobacco 
compliance checks throughout the 
county. 

Disturbance. Deputies respond-
ed to a disturbance in the 800 
block of Center Ave. S. in Hay-
field at 1:21 p.m. 

Sept. 30
School Bus. Triton School Dis-

trict reported a school bus stop 
arm violation at 595th St. and 
County Rd. 7 in Dodge Center at 
8:11 a.m. 

Disturbance. At 12:10 p.m., a 
male was destroying an apartment 
in the 100 block of Center Ave. N. 
in Hayfield. Deputies responded 
and the parties were formally tres-
passed from the property. 

Domestic. Deputies responded 
to a domestic disturbance in the 
800 block of Center Ave. S. in 
Hayfield at 6:21 p.m.

Property Damage. Deputies 
found that a rock had been thrown 
at a vehicle in a parking lot in 
the 800 block of Hwy. St. W. in 
Dodge Center at 8:33 p.m. 

Civil. A truck was reported sto-
len from the 400 block of 2nd St. 
W. in Claremont at 9:54 p.m. 

Oct. 1
Civil. At 10:47 a.m., deputies 

assisted with a civil matter when 
one of the heirs to an estate want-
ed to remove things off the prop-
erty in the 100 block of 2nd St. NE 
in Dodge Center. 

Larceny. Deputy took a report 
of the theft of a wallet, mini iPad 
and purse from a vehicle in the 
100 block of 2nd Ave. NE in Hay-
field at 1:21 a.m. 

Disturbance. Deputies respond-
ed to a disturbance in the 300 
block of Front St. E. in Claremont 
at 5:12 p.m. 

Child Abuse. At 5:21 p.m., 
deputies began an investigation 
of child abuse on 4th Ave. NW in 
Dodge Center. 

Oct. 2
Disturbance. At 12:08 p.m., a 

male was being aggressive to-
wards a female in the 200 block of 
Main St. E. in Dodge Center. 

Burglary. A citizen reported an 
attempted break-in at a residence 
in the 15600 block of 630th St. in 
Claremont at 1:23 p.m. 

Gas Leak. Deputies responded 
to a possible gas leak in the 800 
block of Center Ave. S. in Hay-
field at 7:38 p.m.

Oct. 3
Lost Animal. A West Concord 

citizen reported at 10:58 a.m. that 
he was missing two horses from 
the 16300 block of 535th St. 

Counterfeit. At 2:18 p.m., depu-
ties received a report of a coun-
terfeit $20 bill on Main St. W. in 
Dodge Center. 

Oct. 4
Narcotics. At 1:27 a.m., a glass 

pipe was found in the Casey’s 
store in Hayfield.

Game Laws. A citizen called 
deputies at 2:15 p.m. when he 
found a buck with the antlers 
cut off and a bullet hole in it in 
the 21500 block of 600th St. in 
Dodge Center. Deputies notified
the DNR. 

Dodge County
Court news

The following case was heard in 
Dodge County District Court the 
week of Sept. 26 with Judge Jodi 
L. Williamson presiding: 

Boyd M. Stangler, 39, St. 
Charles, previously appeared and 
was convicted of felony DWI. 
He was sentenced to $130 and 41 
months in St. Cloud State Prison. 

The following misdemeanors 
and petty misdemeanors were 
heard in Dodge County District 
Court the week of Sept. 26 – Oct. 
3: 

Dodge County
Sheriff’s Offic
Terri L. Duschek, 37, Mantor-

ville, speeding, $140; Michelle R. 
Goergen, 48, Redwood Falls, pos-
session of paraphernalia, $130; 
Brian J. Gray, 33, Claremont, 
speeding, $140; Damiana E. Hu-
ber, 27, Dodge Center, driving 
through barricade, stay of adjudi-
cation, $50 and 6 months of unsu-
pervised monitoring without ad-
judication; Mercedes K. Luepke, 
26, Kasson, aiding an offender, 
stay of adjudication, 6 days in 
county jail, no alcohol or con-
trolled substance use, do not enter 
liquor establishments, cognitive 
skill training, obtain and maintain 
employment and suitable housing, 
Drug Court, mental health evalu-
ation and 3 years of supervised 
probation; Rhonda K. Ryg, 46, 
Claremont, DWI, $1,010, 30 days 
in county jail, no alcohol or con-
trolled substance use, do not enter 
liquor establishments, chemical 
assessment, 90 hours of commu-
nity service and 2 years of super-
vised probation. 

Kasson Police
Department
Frank E. Bernau, 34, Kasson, 

malicious punishment of a child, 
stay of adjudication, $900, 2 days 
in county jail, anger management, 
90 hours of community service 
and 2 years of supervised proba-
tion; Ashly J. Davidson, 31, Kas-
son, failure to yield to pedestrian, 

$180; Jeffrey S. Hall, 29, Kellogg, 
seat belt, $105; Kelly E. Lattner, 
17, Kasson, texting while driving, 
$130; Alexander J. McElmury, 16, 
Kasson, speeding, $120; Britten 
K. Quam, 33, Claremont, use of 
wireless communications device 
– second offense, $355; Cynthia 
L. Reed, 45, Kasson, seat belt, 
$105; Maricella R. Romero, 18, 
seat belt, $105; Erin B. Stafford, 
35, Rochester, speeding, $120; 
Ashley J. Tierney, 22, Mankato, 
speeding, $130; Kevin R. West-
land, 28, Rochester, DWI, $505, 
no alcohol or controlled substance 
use, do not enter liquor establish-
ments, chemical assessment and 
1 year of supervised probation; 
Robert O. Westlund IV, 32, Ros-
eville, seat belt, $105. 

MN State Patrol
Rochester
Jeremiah A. Benson, 17, Zum-

brota, speeding, $220; April M. 
Carlson, 40, Kasson, speeding, 
$140; Raymond J. Elkins, 28, West 
Concord, reckless driving, $455; 
Jordan Gascoigne, 23, Zumbrota, 
speeding, $130; Kathy J. Hegna, 
63, Kasson, speeding, $130; Alma 
E. Hernandez, 27, Dodge Cen-
ter, speeding, $130; Joe Hernan-
dez, 19, Dodge Center, speeding, 
$130; Ashley N. Kangas, 29, Sha-
kopee, revoked license, 90 days in 
county jail; Omot K. Okuot, 26, 
Mankato, speeding, $120; Jason 
C. Richards, 24, Rochester, speed-
ing, $130; Nicholas R. Winsky, 
23, Rochester, speeding, $120. 

West Concord
Police Department
Mariah E. Benda, 24, Eau 

Claire, WI, speeding, $140; Lata-
sha K. Elder, 27, Owatonna, re-
voked license, $280; Raymond J. 
Elkins, 28, West Concord, speed-
ing, $220; Rodolfo E. Melgar, 44, 
Kasson, invalid license; Tracy A. 
Williams, 49, Owatonna, speed-
ing, $120. 

Steele County
Arrest

Owatonna Police
Joseph Ryan Aubin, 29, arrest-

ed at 12:09 p.m. Sept. 30, interfer-

ence with 911, held for court. 
Chad Allen Smith, 28, arrested 

at 2:13 p.m. Sept. 30, felony sale 
of controlled substance, held for 
court. 

Lori Ann Nelson, 23, arrested at 
11:05 p.m. Oct. 1, assault/domes-
tic assault, held for court. 

Peyton Nicolle Crow, 23, ar-
rested at 12:30 p.m. Oct. 3, war-
rant arrest, held for court. 

Martin John Klaustermeier, 21, 
arrested at 8:40 p.m. Oct. 3, pos-
session and warrant arrest, held 
for court. 

Michelle Arevalo, 37, arrested 
at 1:10 a.m. Oct. 5, felony assault 
and malicious punishment of a 
child, held for court. 

Jeanette Fuentes, 30, arrested at 
3:25 p.m. Oct. 5, domestic assault/
assault, held for court. 

Sean Martin Cicero, 36, ar-
rested at 12:55 a.m. Oct. 6, felony 
possession of stolen property and 
possession of controlled substance 
and paraphernalia, held for court. 

Katelyn Jo O’Connor, 28, ar-
rested at 4:22 p.m. Oct. 6, false 
name and shoplifting, held for 
court. 

Forest Andrew Wright, 20, ar-
rested at 12:25 a.m. Oct. 7, felony 
possession of controlled sub-
stance, held for court. 

Steele County Sheriff
Corey Jay Tollefson, 46, arrest-

ed at 4:38 p.m. Oct. 6, warrants 
arrest, body only. 

Owatonna Fire

Sept. 30
Leak. A natural gas leak oc-

curred in the 500 block of 16th St. 
SW at 9 a.m. 

Vehicle Fire. At 8:26 p.m., 
fire fighters responded to a road 
freight or transport vehicle fire in 
the city. 

Oct. 1
Gas Leak. Fire personnel re-

sponded to gas leaks in the 100 
block of 24th Ave. NW at 8:20 
a.m. and in the 700 block of Cedar 
Ave. N. at 7:01 p.m. 

Oct. 4
Crash. Fire rescue responded to 

a motor vehicle accident with in-
juries on 26th St. NE at 7:56 a.m. 

Cooking Fire. At 7:17 p.m., a 
confined cooking fire occurred in 
the 300 block of Shady Ave. SE. 

Oct. 5
Crash.  A motor vehicle acci-

dent with no injuries occurred in 
the 300 block of 32nd Ave. NW at 
7:36 a.m. 

Accident. Fire fighters respond-
ed to a motor vehicle hitting a pe-
destrian on 21st St. at 7:30 p.m. 

Oct. 6
Fire. At 5:42 a.m., fire fighters

responded to a building fire in the 
11000 block of 585th St. 

Smoke Removal. Fire person-
nel assisted with smoke or odor 
removal in the 300 block of Ce-
dardale Dr. SE at 8:42 p.m. 

PUBLIC SAFETY
Continued from page 4B
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Bringing a mansion back to life

BY MARK DELAP

W
hen remodeling homes, I always 
look for projects with minimal 
financial downsides and possible 
financial returns if and when I 
sell. I have 
remodeled 

many homes in my life, but perhaps 
my most favorite project happened in 
Greenville, Michigan.

I found a mansion that was on the 
Michigan historic register. Always 
a plus to find a home with some 
street cred. It was called the Charles 
Church/Frank Gibson mansion. 
Construction of the home began in 
1870 and concluded in 1873. To get 
into the “bones” of the house leaves 
no wondering as to why it took three 
years.

It is a 5400 square-
foot, cream brick home, 
more expensive at the 
time and more in vogue 
over red brick. The 
bricks were manufac-
tured in central Michi-
gan. As was the steel 
that is found in various 
portions of the home 
that helped to enforce 
the structure reinforce-
ment.

In the 3,000-foot 
matching carriage 
house you can see 
the original massive 
I-beams that were used 
to help support the second story which at the time would 
house family horses. The upper level of the carriage house 
has some of the original rod and beam construction, not 
uncommon at the time for helping to keep exterior walls 
from bowing and collapsing.

Charles Church was the first banker in Montcalm 
County and it was obvious that no expense was spared in 
the construction and craftsmanship. Each closet has built 
in dressers and shoe racks. The outer brick is cream, and 
then there is an inner course of brick that is red. A double 
bricked home. Who does that?

The original home had a 10’ by 10’ widow’s walk that 
sat high above 
the third story 
of the home. 
In 1923 there 
was a fire 
that almost 
destroyed 
the property. 
A six-month 
remodeling 
project would 

begin by the Gibson 
family who were the 
owners.

Gibson is synonymous with Greenville as that is the 
birthplace of Gibson refrigeration. It began with ice boxes 
and then after electricity was in demand, they expanded 
to create refrigerators and freezers. By World War II, they 
were the largest refrigeration manufacturing company in 
the world. In the 50s they also invented the ‘Air-Sweep” 
heater/air conditioner. The prototype for that unit was still 

in the mansion when I purchased it, and then when I real-
ized what I had, I donated it to the local museum.

The home was in the Gibson family until the 60s when 
it then began to go through multiple owners until the home 
went into foreclosure in 2008 and left vacant for three 
years. The three years were not kind to the old girl and by 
2011, the city wanted it torn down.

Enter a miracle remodeling project. In 2011 the home 
was picked through a public auction and although it was 
a mess, there were still a lot of positives. The boiler was 
only 6 years old as was the roof. Two major expenses in 
any remodel that you must consider.

It was all brick and well insulated. After the fire of 
1923, the home was remodeled by a millionaire and from 
imported Italian marble fireplaces to counter tops to cut-
crystal lighting, the positives outweighed the negatives.

In four years on a limited budget, I tore up all carpet, 
exposing the original poplar wood flooring, sanded and 

refinished every 
inch of hard-
wood upstairs and 
downstairs. I also 
discovered behind 
a plastered wall, a 
hidden fireplace that 
was sealed after the 
fire of 23. With a 
hammer and chisel, 
I got rid of all 
surface plaster, ex-
posing the interior 
brick which needed 
some tuck-pointing, 
sanding and sealing.

Every wall was 
painted, old wallpa-

per from the 1940s was stripped off, settling cracks were 
sealed, new concrete was added outdoors as well as land-
scaping, a privacy fence was added and both the boiler and 
most of the plumbing were refurbished.

For two great videos that followed the restoration of this 
home that is now back to pristine condition, please view 
some of our homemade videos:

www.youtube.com/watch?v=inH6nGuJFJw
www.youtube.com/watch?v=7mwhi3C6LS0
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• A clean heating system will save you $$.
• Be prepared for those cold winter nights.
• Check for any worn or non-working parts 
that may lead to potential problems.
• Free estimation on replacement furnace or boiler,
humidifier, bathroom ventilation, whole house air
cleaning filters.

Service All Brands • Call Tim

507.272.0499

Locally Owned & Operated
Proudly Serving you in Kasson, Mantorville, 

Dodge County, Byron

Clean your furnace or boiler to improve 
the efficiency of your heating system!

Schedule your Fall Heating Equipment
CLEANING & CHECK UP! 
We offer free estimates for your comparison. 
We offer quality work at a fair price.

Wewould appreciate the opportunity 
to service your heating needs!

Lo c a L r e ba t e s

ava iLa bLe !

c o n t a c t  u s  f o r

in f o r ma t io n .

preferred@kmtel.com
www.preferredheatingandcooling.comBonded & Insured

Mike Bishman
121 W. Broadway St. 

Owatonna
507-451-0193

Call for your Home Appointment or Quote Today

AUTO • FIRE • LIFE • COMMERCIAL

Windows need cleaning?

Call or Text Today!
507-WE-CLEAN

507-932-5326

Albert Lea • Austin • Faribault • Mankato 
Owatonna • Rochester • Northfield

“The Quality Shines Through”

Mark DeLap

I 
had been remodeling a home in Michigan and as usual, I am not to work 
on one project at a time, but something inside of me drives me to work on 
several projects within the same remodel. As a result, I have had to do dishes 
in the bathroom sink, shower with the garden hose in the backyard, you 
know, pre-planning not a strong suit.

When you are working multiple projects, you can lose some focus and clarity 
on what you should be focusing on. So, on a very mundane afternoon, I was putting in 
some ceiling lighting, tying in three lights to one circuit.

I unscrewed the lightbulbs, removed the existing lighting and exposed the wires for 
the new fixtures. Overhead lighting is the worst. Especially in my case where I had 
18-foot cathedral ceilings. It was a steady pace of up the ladder, down the ladder, up 
the ladder, drop a screw, go down the ladder, go up the ladder, forgot the screwdriver, 

down the ladder, up the ladder, forgot the wire nuts, down the ladder.
You get the point. Frustration abounds whenever you are up on a tall ladder, working 

over your head. So. I get everything connected, go to the circuit breaker, turn on the 
juice, come back in and hit the wall switch. Total darkness.

Yes, by now it was getting dark. Because I couldn’t work off the immediate circuit, I 
ran mobile flood lighting and extension cords. Got up and took off ALL three fixtures, 
checked all the wiring, finally got down and went to the juice and again… nothing.

I calmly took my hammer out of my tool belt and flung it across the room with great 
fanfare. It hit something in a dark corner that sounded like glass breaking. WHAT 
NOW???

I went over to the corner, illuminated my flashlight and found that I had hit the pack-
age of lightbulbs without even trying!  And then it hit me. A light bulb went off in my 
head, but not on my ceiling, because I had failed to screw the new bulbs into the light 
sockets.

Confessions of a home improvement 
veteran: faulty wiring in my head

By MARK DELAP 
Managing Editor

I had been remodeling 
a home in Michigan and 
as usual, I am not to work 
on one project at a time, 
but something inside of 
me drives me to work on 
several projects within the 
same remodel. As a result, 
I have had to do dishes in 
the bathroom sink, shower 

with the garden hose in the 
backyard, you know, pre-
planning not a strong suit.

When you are working 
multiple projects, you can 
lose some focus and clarity on 
what you should be focusing 
on. So, on a very mundane 
afternoon, I was putting in 
some ceiling lighting, tying in 
three lights to one circuit.

I unscrewed the lightbulbs, 
removed the existing lighting 

and exposed the wires for 
the new fixtures. Overhead 
lighting is the worst. 
Especially in my case where I 
had 18-foot cathedral ceilings. 
It was a steady pace of up the 
ladder, down the ladder, up 
the ladder, drop a screw, go 
down the ladder, go up the 
ladder, forgot the screwdriver, 
down the ladder, up the 
ladder, forgot the wire nuts, 
down the ladder.

You get the point. 
Frustration abounds whenever 
you are up on a tall ladder, 
working over your head. So. 
I get everything connected, 
go to the circuit breaker, turn 
on the juice, come back in 
and hit the wall switch. Total 
darkness.

Yes, by now it was getting 
dark. Because I couldn’t work 
off the immediate circuit, I 
ran mobile flood lighting and 
extension cords. Got up and 
took off ALL three fixtures, 
checked all the wiring, finally 
got down and went to the 
juice and again… nothing.

I calmly took my hammer 
out of my tool belt and flung 
it across the room with great 
fanfare. It hit something in 
a dark corner that sounded 
like glass breaking. WHAT 
NOW???

I went over to the corner, 
illuminated my flashlight 
and found that I had hit the 
package of lightbulbs without 
even trying!  And then it hit 
me. A light bulb went off 
in my head, but not on my 
ceiling, because I had failed to 
screw the new bulbs into the 
light sockets.

www.SteeleDodgeNews.com

All your
local news,
Fit to click!

Local & County News
Sports - Weather - Classifieds
Obituaries - Opinion - Legals

Public Safety and More! Always local, all the time.
TSteele County 

imes



B6 | ADVANTAGE | WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 12, 2016

A S I M PL ER WAY TO S H O P

HI tab 2015
1/4

ROP
4x5

ROP
2x4

$1499
installed*

Budget Blinds® offers a simpler way 
to shop. a house full of our cordless 

PuresafetM Honeycomb shades, 
including professional measure 

& install, for $1,499. It’s countless 
possibilities –– made simple and 

straightforward.

toll free
877-373-8535

*includes minimum of 10 PuresafetM Honeycomb 
shades. Offer includes in-home measure 

consultation, delivery and installation. additional 
windows available for $150 per window.

$1499
installed*

Budget Blinds® offers a simpler way 
to shop. a house full of our cordless 

PuresafetM Honeycomb shades, 
including professional measure 

& install, for $1,499. It’s countless 
possibilities –– made simple and 

straightforward.

toll free
877-373-8535

*includes minimum of 10 PuresafetM Honeycomb 
shades. Offer includes in-home measure 

consultation, delivery and installation. additional 
windows available for $150 per window.

$1499
installed*

Budget Blinds® offers a simpler way 
to shop. a house full of our cordless 

PuresafetM Honeycomb shades, 
including professional measure 

& install, for $1,499. It’s countless 
possibilities –– made simple and 

straightforward.

toll free
877-373-8535

*includes minimum of 10 PuresafetM Honeycomb 
shades. Offer includes in-home measure 

consultation, delivery and installation. additional 
windows available for $150 per window.

A  S I M P L E R
W AY  T O  S H O P

Whole House
Of Shades

$1599
INSTALLED*

Budget Blinds® Offers a simpler way to 
shop. A house full of our cordless 

PureSafe™ Honeycomb Shades, 
including professional measure & install, 

for $1,599. It’s countless possibilities – 
made simple and straightforward.

Toll Free 877-373-8535 
Or 507-373-8535

sales@coolwindowshades.com 
www.budgetblinds.com

*Includes minimum of 10 PureSafe™ Honeycomb Shades. Offer 
includes in-home measure consultation, delivery and  

installation. Additional windows available for $160 per window.

877-373-8535 (Toll Free) or
507-373-8535

sales@coolwindowshades.com
www.budgetblinds.com

$1399 Installed*

Budget Blinds® offers a simpler way to shop. A house 
full of our faux wood blinds, including professional 
measure and install, for $1,399. It’s countless 
possibilities –– made simple and straightforward.

*Includes minimum of 10 faux wood blinds. Offer
includes in-home measure consultation, delivery
and installation. Additional windows available for 
$140 per window.

A  S I M P L E R 
W A Y  T O  S H O P

Whole House of Blinds

Whole House of Blinds
$1399 Installed*

A house full of our faux wood blinds, in-
cluding professional measure and install, for 
$1,399. 
*Includes minimum of 10 faux wood blinds. Offer includes in-home 
measure consultation, delivery and installation. Additional win-
dows available for $140 per window

Whole House of Shades
$1599 Installed*

A house full of our cordless Pure-
Safe™ Honeycomb Shades, in-
cluding professional measure and 
install, for $1,599. 
*Includes minimum of 10 PureSafe™ Honeycomb 
Shades. Offer includes in-home measure consulta-
tion, delivery and installation. Additional windows 
available for $160 per window

877-373-8535 (Toll Free) 
or 507-373-8535

310 1st Ave. South, Albert Lea, MN
sales@coolwindowshades.com • www.budgetblinds.com

It’s countless possibilities - made simple and straightforward.

HI tab 2015
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4x5

ROP
2x4

$1499
installed*

Budget Blinds® offers a simpler way 
to shop. a house full of our cordless 

PuresafetM Honeycomb shades, 
including professional measure 

& install, for $1,499. It’s countless 
possibilities –– made simple and 

straightforward.

toll free
877-373-8535

*includes minimum of 10 PuresafetM Honeycomb 
shades. Offer includes in-home measure 

consultation, delivery and installation. additional 
windows available for $150 per window.

$1499
installed*

Budget Blinds® offers a simpler way 
to shop. a house full of our cordless 

PuresafetM Honeycomb shades, 
including professional measure 

& install, for $1,499. It’s countless 
possibilities –– made simple and 

straightforward.

toll free
877-373-8535

*includes minimum of 10 PuresafetM Honeycomb 
shades. Offer includes in-home measure 

consultation, delivery and installation. additional 
windows available for $150 per window.

$1499
installed*

Budget Blinds® offers a simpler way 
to shop. a house full of our cordless 

PuresafetM Honeycomb shades, 
including professional measure 

& install, for $1,499. It’s countless 
possibilities –– made simple and 

straightforward.

toll free
877-373-8535

*includes minimum of 10 PuresafetM Honeycomb 
shades. Offer includes in-home measure 

consultation, delivery and installation. additional 
windows available for $150 per window.

A  S I M P L E R
W AY  T O  S H O P

Whole House
Of Shades

$1599
INSTALLED*

Budget Blinds® Offers a simpler way to 
shop. A house full of our cordless 

PureSafe™ Honeycomb Shades, 
including professional measure & install, 

for $1,599. It’s countless possibilities – 
made simple and straightforward.

Toll Free 877-373-8535 
Or 507-373-8535

sales@coolwindowshades.com 
www.budgetblinds.com

*Includes minimum of 10 PureSafe™ Honeycomb Shades. Offer 
includes in-home measure consultation, delivery and  

installation. Additional windows available for $160 per window.

877-373-8535 (Toll Free) or
507-373-8535

sales@coolwindowshades.com
www.budgetblinds.com

$1399 Installed*

Budget Blinds® offers a simpler way to shop. A house 
full of our faux wood blinds, including professional 
measure and install, for $1,399. It’s countless 
possibilities –– made simple and straightforward.

*Includes minimum of 10 faux wood blinds. Offer
includes in-home measure consultation, delivery
and installation. Additional windows available for 
$140 per window.

A  S I M P L E R 
W A Y  T O  S H O P

Whole House of Blinds

217 13th St NE • Owatonna

507-475-2383

Deming  
Home Inspections

ssdeming@charter.net

Based out of Owatonna.  
I service southern Minnesota.  

Buyers and sellers alike will feel  
at ease in a home that has 

 been thoroughly inspected.
 

Get a thorough,  
professional opinion  

My goal is to make your home safe and provide 
the buyer/seller a sense of satisfaction  

in buying/selling their home.

Let me inspect your home today! We service the 
following areas:
Albert Lea, MN
Austin, MN
Faribault, MN
Lake Mills, IA
Mankato, MN
Madison Lake, MN
Northfield, MN
Owatonna, MN
Rochester, MN
Winona, MN Get a clear picture on window cleaning services. The Quality Shines Through.

1101 8th Ave. SE, Austin, MN   507-437-3633 or 877-437-3633
www.endreswc.com   Member IWCA

Serving Austin and surrounding area since 1987

140 26th ST NW • Owatonna • 507-444-0067  
Email: fpc@fireplaceconnection.biz

www.fireplaceconnection.biz

Fair Special up  

to $400.00 oFF

507-446-0069
223 North Cedar Ave, Owatonna • www.flooring-frenzy.com

SALES & PROFESSIONAL INSTALLATION

Carpet • Resilient • Hardwood  
Laminate • Tile • Bamboo  

Luxury Vinyl • Window Treatments

The Lowest
PRICES

on the
Nation’s Best 
BRANDS

Fall Home
Improvement Guide

Windows • Siding • Roofing • Insulation

507-281-6363 • WWW.RYAN-WS.COM
Call or Click For A Free In- Home Estimate

Windows  •  Siding  •  Roofing  •  Insulation  

Lic. #BC008077

A GAF Roofing System 
      is more then shingles...

    It’s a lifetime warranty. 
It’s beauty neighbors envy. 
It saves you energy & cash.   
It’s value is immeasurable.

Call For 
A FREE
Estimate

Windows • Siding • Roofing • Insulation

507-281-6363 • WWW.RYAN-WS.COM
Call or Click For A Free In- Home Estimate

Lic. #BC008077

Get Renewal by Andersen Windows with Fibrex®
• Fibrex® is a composite 
material with the strength of 
wood & the maintenance 
ease of vinyl.

• Fibrex® is one of the most 
weather tight materials used 
for window frames.

Windows  •  Siding  •  Roofing  •  Insulation  Call For 
A FREE
Estimate

Lic. #BC008077

Office: 507-451-7355 Fax: 507-451-3180

Find us on 
Facebook!

1880 Austin Road, Suite 1 • Owatonna

www.homesofowatonna.com

Free Interest! 

Ask about 

Financing!

Email: bseamless@gmail.com

Brad Flemming

Siding • Gutters • Windows

Cell: 507•475•1562
Phone: 507•455•3216

10% Off!10% Off!
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507.451.3710 • 121 OAKDALE ST. • OWATONNA
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FOR SALE
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Culliganiswater.com
507-451-1010

Owatonna, MN 55060
121 N Walnut

Culligan of Owatonna

Culliganiswater.com
507-451-1010

Owatonna, MN 55060
121 N Walnut

Culligan of Owatonna

Culliganiswater.com
507-451-1010

Owatonna, MN 55060
121 N Walnut

Culligan of Owatonna

Culligan of Owatonna 
121 N Walnut, Owatonna, MN

507-451-1010 • Culliganiswater.com

1
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HometownLiving

Blooming Prairie

Medford

Austin/Mower County

Albert Lea/Freeborn Co

Ellendale/Geneva

Tuesday, Oct. 11
BP Card Club & Luncheon
10:30 a.m. BPBL Story Time
11 a.m. Lutefisk Dinne , First Lutheran Church
2:30 p.m. BPPU Community Meeting
4:30 p.m. Fire Commission Meeting
Wednesday, Oct. 12
10:30 a.m. BPBL Story Time
4:30 p.m. Economic Development Authority 
Meeting
Thursday, Oct. 13
4:30 p.m. Police Commission Meeting
Tuesday, Oct. 18
10:30 a.m. BPBL Story Time
4:45 p.m. BP Boys N Girls Club Board Meeting
5:30 p.m. B.P. Ambulance Commission Meeting
Wednesday, Oct. 19
10:30 a.m. BPBL Story Time

Tuesday, Oct. 11
8:30 a.m. Shell Rock Watershed Board Meeting
10:30 a.m. ALPL Story Time
3:45 p.m. Book Pals (3rd & 4th Grade)
5:30 p.m. Lakeview LESO meeting
6 p.m. Rock Gym 211 W Richway Dr, Albert Lea
Wednesday, Oct. 12
Hawthorne 5th Grade field tri
Thursday, Oct. 13
10 a.m. Fountain Lake Readers Book Club, ALPL
10:30 a.m. ALPL Story Time
10:30 a.m. Music & Movement, ALPL
10:45 p.m. Cap & Gown Ordering, ALHS Commons
5:30 p.m. AL Council Workshop, City Council Chambers
6 p.m. Night Time Story Time ALPL
Friday, Oct. 14
6 p.m. Rock Climbing Open Gym, 211 W Richway Dr
Saturday, Oct. 15
Library Closed
6 p.m. Rock Climbing Open Gym, 211 W Richway Dr
Sunday, Oct. 16
2 p.m. CHOOSE KINDNESS (A Choose Civility Event) 
ALPL
Monday, Oct. 17
10:30 a.m. ALPL Story Time
2 p.m. Intro to the Computer, ALPL
3:45 p.m. Book Pals ( Grade 5 & 6  ) ALPL
6 p.m. Choir and Orchestra Concert, First Lutheran Church
7 p.m. AL City Council, Council Chambers
Tuesday, Oct. 18
Finals – ALHS 
10:30 a.m. ALPL Story Time
3:45 p.m. Book Pals ( 3rd & 4th Grade )
5:30 p.m. Parks and Recreation Board Meeting
6 p.m. Nonfiction Book Clu
6 p.m. Rock Gym, 211 W Richway Dr
Wednesday, Oct. 19
Finals 
End of Quarter 1 ( 39 Days )

Tuesday, Oct. 11
Lyle Vol. Fire Dept. Meeting
9 a.m. Hormel Retiree Breakfast
10 a.m. Austin ArtWorks 2nd Floor Gallery – 
Theodore Rasmussen and Steve De Laitsch
12 p.m. Tuesdays with Toastmasters
3:30 p.m. Mower Co, Southland ISD: Open Gym, 
M / HS Gym
4:45 p.m. Public Skate
6 p.m. 2016 Austin Police Department Citizen 
Academy
6 p.m. Grand Meadow City Council Meeting
6:30 p.m. Stick Time, Riverside Arena, 501 2nd 
Ave NE, Austin
Wednesday, Oct. 12
Lyle City Council Meeting
10 a.m. Austin ArtWorks 2nd Floor Gallery – 
Theodore Rasmussen and Steve De Laitsch
11:30 a.m. SEMCAC Meal, Heritage House
2 p.m. Kids’ Fused Glass Mosaic Handprints, 
Austin ArtWorks Center
5:30 p.m. Writing Memoirs and Personal Stories #5 
– Including a “Turning Point” in Your Story, Austin 
ArtWorks Center
6:30 p.m. Adult Hockey, Riverside Arena, 501 2nd 
Ave NE, Austin
7 p.m. National Alliance on Mental Illness Peer 
Support Group, First Congregational Church, 
Austin
Thursday, Oct. 13
10 a.m. Austin ArtWorks 2nd Floor Gallery – 
Theodore Rasmussen and Steve De Laitsch
3:30 p.m. Mower Co, Southland ISD: Open Gym, 
M / HS Gym
4 p.m. Austin Farmers Market, 501 Oakland Ave 
East
4 p.m. Farmers Market Place LLC 18th Ave, in 
front of Shopko
4 p.m. LeRoy Farmers Market, Corner of Broadway 
and Main Street, Downtown LeRoy
5 p.m. Ladies Night Out, Holiday Inn Conference 
Center
6 p.m. Brownsdale PL Puzzle Night (subject to 
change)
Friday, Oct. 14
9 a.m. Garden Spot Market, 106 W Main St, 
Brownsdale
10 a.m. Austin ArtWorks 2nd Floor Gallery – 
Theodore Rasmussen and Steve De Laitsch
11:30 a.m. SEMCAC Meal, Heritage House
5:15 p.m. Bingo – Austin VFW
5:30 p.m. Davina and the Vagabonds
6 p.m. Autism Family Respite Night, YMCA of 
Austin
6 p.m. Comedy Show, Holiday Inn Conference 
Center
6 p.m. Halloween Warm-Up, Jay C Hormel Nature 
Center
7 p.m. Austin Bruins vs Bismarck Bobcats
Saturday, Oct. 15
8 a.m. 2016 Mower County United Way Day of 
Caring 
9 a.m. Austin Farmers Market, 501 Oakland Ave E
9 a.m. Farmers Market Place LLC, 18th Ave, in 
front of Shopko
9 a.m. Under One Roof Rummage Sale, Crane 
Community Chapel
10 a.m. Austin ArtWorks 2nd Floor Gallery – 
Theodore Rasmussen and Steve De Laitsch
10:30 a.m. Kids Studio –Japanese Stab Bound 
Books, Austin ArtWorks Center
6 p.m. Halloween Warm-Up, Jay C Hormel Nature 
Center
7 p.m. Austin Bruins vs Bismarck Bobcats, 
Riverside Arena
Sunday, Oct. 16
12 p.m. Austin ArtWorks 2nd Floor Gallery – 
Theodore Rasmussen and Steve De Laitsch
1 p.m. Grand Meadow Open Gym, Wrestling 
Room, Weight Room
1 p.m. Riverside Figure Skating Club – Basic 
Skills, Riverside Arena 
2:30 p.m. Riverside Figure Skating Club – Power 
& Moves, Precision Line, Advanced Ice Time, 
Riverside Arena
Monday, Oct. 17
EDA Meeting 
11:30 a.m. SEMCAC Meal, Heritage House
12 p.m. American Red Cross Blood Drive, Austin 
Armory
4 p.m. 80th Christ Church Sauerkraut Dinner
4 p.m. Austin Farmers Market, 501 Oakland Ave 
East
4 p.m. Farmers Market Place LLC 18th Ave, in 
front of Shopko
5:15 p.m. Bingo – Austin VFW
6:30 p.m. Breaking the Chains of Modern Slavery, 
Frank W. Bridges Theatre, Riverland Community 
College
Tuesday, Oct. 18
10 a.m. Austin ArtWorks 2nd Floor Gallery – 
Theodore Rasmussen and Steve De Laitsch
10 a.m. Hearth and Home: The History of SPAM, 
Hormel Historic Home
12 p.m. American Red Cross Blood Drive, Austin 
Armory 
12 p.m. Tuesdays with Toastmasters, Hormel Foods 
Corporate Offic
3:30 p.m. Mower Co, Southland ISD: Open Gym, 
M / HS Gym
6 p.m. 2016 Austin Police Department Citizen 
Academy, Law Enforcement Center
7 p.m. Austin Artist Series: Dallas Brass, Knowlton 
Auditorium 
Wednesday, Oct. 19
10 a.m. Austin ArtWorks 2nd Floor Gallery – 
Theodore Rasmussen and Steve De Laitsch
11:30 a.m. SEMCAC Meal, Heritage House

Wednesday, Oct. 12
4 p.m. Medford Veterans Committee Meeting
7 p.m. Medford Municipal Building Presentation 
/ Open House, Medford Fire Hall
Thursday, Oct. 13
2 p.m. The Arthritis Foundation: Medford 
Senior Exercise Class, Whistle Stop Diner
Monday, Oct. 17
2 p.m. The Arthritis Foundation: Medford 
Senior Exercise Class, Whistle Stop Diner
Tuesday, Oct. 18
6:30 p.m. Court St Anne Catholic Daughters 
Meeting
Wednesday, Oct. 19
7 p.m. Ft. Robert Carlin Knights of Columbus 

Tuesday, Oct. 11
Ellendale Community Action Group
7 p.m. NRHEG Karate, ES Gym North 
Ellendale
7:30 p.m. Monthly ECAG Meeting, Ellendale 
City Council Chambers
Thursday, Oct. 13
5:30 p.m. NRHEG Yoga, DAPE Room
7 p.m. NRHEG Yoga, DAPE Room
7 p.m. NRHEG Zumba, DAPE Room
Monday, Oct. 17
6:20 p.m. NRHEG Yoga, Media Center 
Ellendale 
Tuesday, Oct. 18
Hope Curbside Recycling S of 42nd Ave
7 p.m. NRHEG Karate, ES Gym North 
Ellendale 
Wednesday, Oct. 19
Hope Curbside Recycling N of 42nd Ave

800-248-3855
www.minimizer.com

Blooming Prairie

J&H LIQUORS
340 E. Main St. Blooming Prairie • 507-583-7557

u  u  u  MARK YOUR CALENDARS  u  u  u 
BAR BINGO: MONDAY @ 6:30 P.M.  

AUGUST 8, 22 & 26; SEPT. 12, 19 & 26 
(MUST BE 21 TO PLAY) 

WINE + WOMEN: WED  6-10 P.M. 
CRAZY DAYS: SEPT. 14-17 (OFF SALE) 
BLOOMIN’ GRAPEVINE WINE CLUB: 
SEPTEMBER-MAY - SCHED AVAIL 9/1 

HOLIDAY DAZZLE WINE & BEER 
TASTING: THURS. NOV. 3RD  

 

HOLIDAY DAZZLE DOWNTOWN 
FESTIVITIES: THURS. DEC. 2ND 

 

HARVEY’S HOLIDAY CHEER:  
DEC 10TH 

 

NEW YEAR’S EVE:  
MUNCHIES & CHAMPAGNE

WE CAN ACCOMMODATE YOUR BIRTHDAY, ANNIVERSARY OR  
RETIREMENT PARTY. GIVE US A CALL!! DETAILS ON ALL EVENTS @ J&H

BINGO . . .  LOTTERY . . .  PULLTABS . . .

Owatonna

Tuesday, Oct. 11
Steele Co. Comission
9:30 a.m. OPL It’s TALE TIME!
7 p.m. Steele Co: Co Board Meeting, Admin Center, BR
7 p.m. Veterans Open Roundtable, Good Shephard Lutheran 
Church, Owatonna, 2nd Tue. Sept – Jun
Wednesday, Oct. 12
Owatonna Foundation Luncheon
12:30 p.m. SMIF Celebrates 30 Years of Community 
Investments – Luncheon, Owatonna Holiday Inn 
4:30 p.m. SMIF Celebrates 30 Years of Community 
Investments – Open House, Owatonna Arts Center
Thursday, Oct. 13
Owatonna Foundation Breakfast for Professionals 
Owatonna Foundation Wine, & Craft Beed Tasting Fundraiser 
5:30 p.m. Owatonna Airport Commission, Airport Lounge
6:30 p.m. OPL Family Story Time
Saturday, Oct. 15
8 a.m. Owatonna Foundation – Coffee and Cookies at the 
Office and Mystery Picture Scavenger Hunt, 108 West Park 
Square
Tuesday, Oct. 18
9:30 a.m. OPL It’s TALE TIME!
10 a.m. OPL So Many Books…So Little Time Book Club
4:30 p.m. OPL Board Meeting, Gainey Room
7 p.m. Owatonna City Council, Council Chambers, City Hall
Wednesday, Oct. 19
4 p.m. Owatonna EDA, Council Chambers, City Hall

ORTHODONTIC SPECIALIST

Dr. Deborah J Lien
DDS, MBS

132 2nd Ave NE • Blooming Prairie, MN

FREE
CONSULTATIONS

583.6613Building Healthy 
Smiles!

Stephanie Lageson Kibler, who serves as the new Steele County Historical Society’s Meetings and 
Special Events Manager, stands beside the Lerberg’s truck, displayed at the History Center last year.

E     E    last  year  around  this  time    E     E
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Overhead 
Power Lines

Overhead 
Power LinesOverhead 
Power Lines

Wishing  
  

333 Second Avenue NE • Blooming Prairie

507.583.6683

www.saveenergyinmycommunity.com

BPBlooming Prairie Public Utilities

from the Blooming Prairie Public Utilities

a bountiful, but safe harvest  

the area farmers

LOOK UP - STAY SAFE
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Apply in person at our 
Owatonna office
Monday - Friday 8am - 5pm

507-455-3002 
812 Elm Ave
Owatonnawww.expresspros.com/owatonnamn

/ / / / / /  M A N U F A C T U R I N G  P O S I T I O N S  A V A I L A B L E  / / / / / /

“FOR ALL YOUR MACHINING AND FABRICATING NEEDS”

Office Hours
Monday - 7 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Tuesday - 7 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Wednesday - 7 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Thursday - 7 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Friday - 7 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Saturday - Closed
Sunday - Closed

507-451-2626 
 Email: dave@dagry.com

www.dagry.com
5220 Lemond Road 
Owatonna MN 55060

Manufacturer of 
Polyurethane & Tenderfoot®

Tandem Products 

* Second largest payroll among business sectors in Minnesota, 
	 providing $20 billion in wages

* Manufacturing contributed $48 billion to Minnesota economy 
	 in 2015

* Manufactured exports brought 
 	 $18.9 billion into Minnesota’s 
	 economy last year

* Provides over 317,200 highly 

Blooming Prairie 
Manufacturing 

Employers
MINIMIZER

HEAVY METAL
ARKEMA

TANDEM PRODUCTS
BIO-PLASTICS

METAL SERVICES
NATIONAL COATINGS RESTORATION

H2O ON THE GO
EXTREME POWDER COATING

EASTON PRODUCTS
TODD MANUFACTURING

Manufacturing helps our communities and we’re proud to be serving Steele County in the manufacturing sector!

Owatonna Major 
Manufacturing Employers

Viracon/Curvlite Inc. 
     Architectural Glass....................... 1,200

Truth Hardware 
     Window Hardware........................... 735

Bosch Automotive Service Solutions  
     (formerly SPX) 
     Auto Electrical Equipment.............. 540

Jostens 
     School Rings & Printing.................. 416

Wenger Corporation 
     Musical Equipment.......................... 370

Cybex 
     Exercise Equipment........................ 295

Daikin 
     HVAC Manufacturer......................... 240

OCTOBER IS

Manufacturing is the backbone of 
Steele County’s economy

Minnesota Manufacturer’s Month
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Living

There’s a lot of orange 
popping up around the Steele 
County Detention Center, and 
it’s not the jumpsuits.

On Oct. 4, detention center 
employees and volunteers 
from Big Brothers Big 
Sisters loaded up hundreds of 
pumpkins that inmates grew 
to donate to the organization 
for their fall festival.

The pumpkins were 
grown in the center’s garden 
maintained by prisoners on 
work release. The garden is 
roughly three fourths of an 

acre large, produces between 
500 to 600 pumpkins a year, 
and was established back in 
2004.

Cindy Fowler, the center’s 
system program coordinator, 
has been working at The 
Steele County Detention 
Center for ten years, and 
helps oversee the prisoners 
who work in the garden. She 
said that prisoners who have 
work release can work in the 
garden in their time off, and it 
gives them a chance to utilize 
their skills.

“I think it’s huge for them to 
give instead of take,” Fowler 
said. She says it a chance for 

them “to learn from what 
they’ve done.”

Two prisoners can work in 
the garden at a time, and up to 
six inmates are usually a part 
of the project. 

Other vegetables are also 
grown in the garden. This 
led to one odd occasion 
of crossbreeding when a 
watermelon cross-pollinated 
with a pumpkin, which 
Fowler chuckled at as one 
of the weird things that can 
happen when you go into 
business with Mother Nature. 
The other vegetables are used 
as a healthy addition to the 
inmate’s meals.

“It’s another great reason 
to take pride in what they’re 
working on,” Sheriff Thiele 
said. He was also onsite to 
help the volunteers collect 
pumpkins.

The volunteers from Big 
Brothers Big Sisters are 
happy for the arrangement. 
Eight members of the 
organization came out that 
day to accept the center’s 
donation, Michelle Redman, 
the organization’s executive 
director, was among them.

“It’s nice that the center 
faculty can collaborate with 
us,” Redman said. This 
collaboration has been going 

on for seven or eight years. 
The pumpkins are used at 

the organization’s fall festival 
on Oct. 25, where they’ll be 
given to the children, known 
as “littles”, who are part of the 
organization. The littles then 
get to decorate the pumpkins 
and take them home. Roughly 
120 people usually attend the 
festival, where the littles and 
their “bigs” come in costume 
to celebrate Halloween.

“It’s a highlight for the 
kids,” Redman explained. At 
the end of the night, many of 
the littles clamor to take home 
the spare pumpkins to give to 
their own siblings. Redman 

thinks it’s an important 
opportunity of “paying it 
forward” for the inmates.

This year’s pumpkin pick-
up ran smoothly with several 
volunteers thankful there 
were no small creatures 
lurking around the pumpkins. 
Redman remembered less 
than fondly last year when 
she lifted up a pumpkin only 
to have a chipmunk startle 
and scurry up her leg.

Luckily, this year the only 
concern was how they were 
going to manage such a large 
donation.

BY EMILY SHOENBECK 
County Staff Writer

Staff photo by Emily Schoenbeck

Members of Big Brothers Big Sisters and employees from the Steele County Detention Center 
gather by the pumpkins the center is gifting to the organization for their fall festival. The pumpkins 
will be given to children to decorate and take home.

Staff photo by Emily Schoenbeck

Volunteers and center employees work together to load pumpkins from the detention center, so 
they can be taken to the charity’s cellar to wait for the fall festival. Any leftover pumpkins will be 
donated to area preschools.

Prisoners donate pumpkins

ORTHODONTIC SPECIALIST

Dr. Deborah J Lien
DDS, MBS

132 2nd Ave NE • 
Blooming Prairie, MN

FREE CONSULTATIONS

583.6613

Building Healthy Smiles!

Never leave the court 
without hitting your last shot. 
Never leave anything on 
the court  that you may not 
ever be able to come back to 
change. 

Everyone eventually has a 
final shot.

It’s the last things done that 
are greatly remembered. 

The clock is winding down. 
Living in Minnesota, I begin 
to take more time to consider 
the things around me when 
I see driveways filled with 
sweatshirts and basketballs.

Things are changing. The 
colors of the leaves, the 
direction of the wind, the face 
of the clouds.  

On a late October run this 
past weekend I wondered if 
this would be “that last one” 
of the year.  

On the golf course with 
frost starting to form on the 
pads, I wonder if this will be 
my last round of the season. 
Suddenly it hits me.

how quickly April turns to 
autumn.  

My friend, Larry, finished 
his course before the leaves 
had all turned. Suddenly it 

scares me – how some leaves 
fall before they are allowed 
to change. I spoon-fed him 
strawberry ice cream. I 
remember it because it was 
the last time I saw him.

Whenever I leave a 
basketball court, I make sure 
that the last shot I take is one 
I make. 

On my final golf hole, I will 
never accept a “gimme.” It is 
imperative that I hear the ball 
hit the bottom of the cup on 
that hole, for that hole may, in 
fact, be final.

And on my run, I make 
sure that I am sprinting at 
the finish. Tomorrow may 
not give me another shot, 
but it will leave me with the 
memory of the last one I took 
today.  

“Finishing” prepares you 
to be ready for tomorrow. 
When my clock descends to 
zero, I want to be able to say 
boldly, even as Paul wrote in 
his epistle to Timothy, “For I 
am now ready to be offered, 
and the time of my departure 
is at hand. I have fought a 
good fight, I have finished my 
course, I have kept the faith.”

As football starts to wind 
down and the homecoming 
is in the books for another 
year, I look ahead to another 
basketball season.

And I am in the autumn of 
my life. The wind is coming 
across the great plains, 
gathering oak leaves gone 
orange and blowing ominous 
clouds. I am wondering which 
run, which round, which shot 
will be the one I will forever 
remember into eternity.

Be careful out there.

Little Thoughts 
on the Prairie

mark
DeLap

Don’t give me a ‘gimmee’

Fire department hosts feed
The firefighters of 

Owatonna’s fire department 
took to fighting more than 
just fires this weekend.

The twelfth annual 
Firefighters’ Feed served 
up chili and wild rice stew 
to help the residents of 
Owatonna keep hunger at 
bay and raised money for a 

local playground. Roughly 
900 people are estimated to 
have attended the feed which 
raises roughly $3,000 for a 
different charity each year.

This year’s charity is 
We All Play, which hopes 
to build a Miracle League 
Field and a playground that 
will be accessible for able 
and disabled children alike. 
The project will be breaking 
ground at Dart Parks and will 

cost $800,000 total.
The fire department 

decided on this charity after 
having one of their guys pitch 
it in a meeting and everyone 
voting that it was a worthy 
cause.

The feed also helps kick 
off fire prevention week 
and fire prevention month. 
According to Travis Ahrens, 
one of the stations four fire 
commanders, almost all of 

the 36 firefighters who work 
at the station showed up to 
help put on the event. Their 
spouses and children also 
lend a hand.

Looking over all the 
firefighters and family 
members putting on the 
event, Leila Kath, another 
firefighter, remarked, “It’s a 
second family down here.”

Staff photo by Emily Schoenbeck

A family member of a fi efighter marked by a pink volunteer shirt helps a young boy try out one of the station’s fi e hoses. There was 
also an obstacle course for local children to practice their fi efighter skills

BY EMILY SHOENBECK 
County Staff Writer
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Blooming PrairieLiving

Grandparents 
for Education

Pancake Breakfast
Supports Grandparents for Education

& OJHS Student Council

Sunday, October 16, 2016
8:00 AM to 12:00 PM

Eagles Club, Owatonna
141 E. Rose St., Owatonna

507-451-3846
Tickets are sold by GFE members, 
Kottke’s and OJHS Student Council

Tickets purchase includes 
a drawing for a 32” TV

(winner need not be present).
Drawing at 11:45 AM
A Silent Auction and 

Grandma’s Bake sale will be held.

Advance Tickets $6 
at the door $7
4 and under FREE

Sponsors: 
Thrivent
Target
Kwik Trip
Lowe’s
Gene & Tena Hager
Jake Jacobson
Buffalo Wild Wings
Supercuts
Kohls

Thank You
Thank you to all of our relatives 

and friends for the cards, 
well-wishes and helping us 

celebrate our 70th anniversary. 

HeimermanJohn & Thresia

Dino day at library

Do you have a dinosaur 
lover at your house? 

Then make plans to attend 
our Diggin’ Dinosaurs Family 
Fun Night on Thursday, 
October 13 at 6:30 p.m. at 
the Blooming Prairie Branch 
Library. 

Come hear dinosaur stories, 
sing dinosaur songs, create 
dinosaur crafts, and yes, even 
dig for dinosaurs!

Family Fun Nights are held 
each month throughout the 
school year except December, 
and are usually the third 

Another way has been 
found to make the Worlein 
Funeral Home of Austin and 
Blooming Prairie a resource 
of the communities they 
serve.

That resource is being 
provided in the form of a 
Little Free Library, a wooden 
structure resembling the 
funeral homes in Austin 
and Blooming Prairie. The 
libraries measure 26 inches 
tall x 20 inches wide and 1 ft. 
deep. The structures feature a 
shingled roof and are mounted 
on a post.

The libraries, located in 
Austin and Blooming Prairie, 
are accessible 24/7 and are 
filled exclusively with grief 
and loss resources. Part of 
the resources include a video 
produced by Worlein. It is 

entitled “Embracing Grief.” 
The materials are aimed at 
people experiencing grief, for 
example, parents may wish to 
speak about death to young 
children.

The Austin library was 
installed in June and the 
Blooming Prairie Little 
Library was installed in mid-
September. Blooming Prairie 
artist Sandy Jones painted 
both libraries.

“At Worlein Funeral Home, 
we are continually asking 
ourselves how we might better 
share our resources with the 
entire community and part of 
our answer was a Little Free 
Library,” remarked Mary 
Kittelson, the funeral home’s 
community service director 
and pre-planning consultant. 
Materials can be taken from 
the library and items can be 
left there, too, Kittelson said.

A Little Free Library is a 

“take a book, return a book” 
free book exchange. They 
come in many shapes and 
sizes, but the most common 
version is a small wooden box 
of books. Anyone may take a 
book or bring a book to share.

Little Free Library book 
exchanges have a unique, 
personal touch. There is an 
understanding that real people 
are sharing their favorite 
books with their community; 
Little Libraries have been 
called “mini-town squares.”

Kittelson said Worlein 
Funeral Home routinely tries 
to take on a special project. 
This Little Free Library 
project was initiated by the 
local funeral home after 
it was recognized by the 
National Funeral Directors 
Association (NFDA) for a 
ninth consecutive year with a 
Pursuit of Excellence Award. 

As part of that distinction, 

Worlein was also named one 
of nine finalists nationally for 
the Best of the Best Award. 
This award is given to a 
funeral home that promotes 
a special project. That special 
project idea of a Little Free 
Library was conceived by 
Kittelson and endorsed by 
Paul Worlein, Worlein Funeral 
Home owner.

Kittelson penned an essay 
relating the process Worlein 
Funeral Home used to create 
a Little Free Library at the 
Austin Worlein location. In 
Austin and Blooming Prairie, 
the Little Free Library is 
offered through the Mower/
Freeborn County Chapter of 
Habitat for Humanity.

Upon contacting Habitat 
for Humanity Community 
Development coordinator 
Brent Johnson, it was learned 
that a new batch of Little 
Libraries were scheduled to 

be built by volunteers from 
the Austin YMCA. Habitat 
built the BP library and 
installed it.

“These materials will serve 
as a resource to everyone 
who seeks them,” Kittelson 
said. “We are also open to 
suggestions to what could 
be added to the library,” she 
added.

Some local exposure in the 
media caused the American 
Funeral Home Director 
magazine to contact Worlein 
and do a two-page story for its 
August issue on the Little Free 
Library concept embraced by 
Worlein.

Worlein encourages people 
to stop by either facility and 
sample the materials in the 
Little Free Library. “Stop, sit 
and read,” Kittelson said.

Little Free Library was 
co-founded in 2012 by Todd 
H. Bol and Rick Brooks in 

Hudson, Wisconsin. The 
concept came about after Bol 
paid tribute to his mother, a 
former school teacher, who 
loved to read. Bol built a 
model of a one-room school 
house and put it on a post in 
his front yard. It was filled 
with books to share.

The Little Free Library 
became popular and Brooks, 
of the University of Wisconsin 
at Madison, partnered with 
Bol “to promote literacy 
and the love of reading by 
building free book exchanges 
worldwide and to built a sense 
of community as we share 
skills, creativity and wisdom 
across generations,” says a 
posting on the nonprofit’s 
website.

More than 40,000 Little 
Free Library book exchanges 
can be found around the 
world, representing all 50 
states and over 70 countries.

By HOWARD LESTRUD 
Staff Writer

Worlein Funeral Home unveils little free libraries

Always local, all the time.
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Saturday, Oct. 15, 2016 • 9:00 am 
Mower County Fairgrounds, 700 12th St SW, Austin

Auction Conducted & Clerked by: Thompson Auction Service: Col. Dave 
Thompson (50-114) 507-438-9646 Member: MN State & National Auctioneers 
Assoc. Not responsible for Accidents.  10% Buyers Fee on all items – Sales Tax 
when Applicable.  Everything Sold AS-IS – ALL SALES FINAL! Cash, Good Check 
& Credit Card accepted with 3% charge for CC’s – All items to be paid for before 
removal.  Statements made day of Sale take precedence over written materials.

Auctioneer’s Note: Huge selection of Antiques, Primitives & Collectibles! 
Watch for signs! See it at www.thompsonauctionservice.com

PREVIEW FRIDAY NIGHT - Oct. 14, 6:00-8:00 pm
VEHICLE, MOTORCYCLE, SNOWMOBILE & BOAT: Honda 350 Motorcycle, Mercury 220E Snowmo-
bile, Sears12’ Aluminum Boat
ANTIQUES, COLLECTIBLES, PRIMITIVES & VINTAGE: Local & Area Advertising Items Including; 
Boxes, Tins, Plates, Pens & Pencils, Black Americana Items Including; Pictures, Figures, Letter Opener, 
Fishing Lures, Post Cards. Glassware – Carnival, Fire King, Milk Glass, Fenton, Paper Weights, Ash-
trays, Stemware, Milk Bottles, Toothpick Holders, Salt & Peppers, Pottery – Crocks, Vases, Cookie Jars, 
Wall Pockets, Tea Pots, Royal Copley, Shawnee, Red Wing, Canes, Figurines & Beam Bottles, Dozens 
of Lanterns, Oil Lamps, Western Style Items including Spurs & Wyoming Centennial Commemoratives, 
Several Old License Plates, Piggy Banks, Toys, Children Books, John Deere Wood Corn Sheller, Milk & 
Cream Cans, Dozens of Hand Tools, Saws, Egg Baskets, Detroit Scale, Steel Wagon Wheels, Copper 
& Wood Bath Tub, Anvil, Canning Items, Dr. Bag, Pith Helmut, Enamel Ware, Gas Engine, Iron-Man, 
Old Wild West, The Farmer & Hormel Magazines, Sports Cards, Traps, Washboards, Rug Beaters, 
Bells, Water Bags, Cook Books, Seed Bags, Oil Cans, Marbles, Lighters, Carnival Toys, Steam Engine 
Whistle, Costume Jewelry, Locks, Harmonicas, Letter Openers, Blue Bottles, Key Chains, More.
HOUSEHOLD, FURNITURE, TOOL & OUTDOOR: Lamps, Tables, Chairs, Quilt Rack, Dresser, air 
Cleaner, Wicker Love Seat,  Chains, Tool Boxes, Nail Guns, Hand & Power Tools Including Craftsman, 
Tiller, Mower, Craftsman Air Compressor, Toboggan, Shepherds Hooks & More!!

JENS ANDERSEN ESTATE

AUCTION

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspaper). 
At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to each 
newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. Please 
do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

2x2, 2x4 & 2x8 ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 10/9/2016 South

The University of Minnesota is examining the 
effects of remote health monitoring for people 
with memory loss and their family members. 
Learn more about participating in this free 
study by contacting Professor Joe Gaugler at 
612.626.2485 or gaug0015@umn.edu.

Visit http://eneighborstudy.org to learn more

Are you caring for a 
person with memory 
loss? Would you like 
more help?

A Life-Changing Career

Mayo Clinic has openings for Food Service professionals 
and Cooks to join our team in Rochester, Minnesota. 

Working at Mayo Clinic is making a difference. It’s
providing the highest quality patient care and placing
the needs of patients first. You’ll discover a culture of 
teamwork, professionalism and mutual respect — and 
most importantly, a life-changing career.

We offer competitive starting wages; Food 
Service Workers begin at $15.33 while our 
Cooks start at $18.28. 

Mayo Clinic has been recognized as the best hospital
in the nation for 2016-2017 by U.S. News and World
Report. In addition, Mayo Clinic is ranked No. 1 in more
specialties than any other hospital in the country. Our
multi-disciplinary group practice focuses on providing
high quality, compassionate medical care. We are the
largest integrated, not-for-profit medical group practice
in the world with over 60,000 employees working in
a unique environment that brings together the best in
patient care, groundbreaking research and innovative
medical education.

In 2017, Mayo Food Service in Rochester will transition
to Morrison Healthcare. Details of that transition will be
shared with you throughout this hiring process.

To apply online and learn more, please visit: 
mayocareers.com/MNNewspaper

Food Service 
Professionals

©2016 Mayo Foundation for Medical Education and Research. Post offer/pre-employment 
drug screening is required. Mayo Clinic is an equal opportunity educator and employer 

(including veterans and persons with disabilities).

Be the first to hear about new jobs 
and career-related news from  
Mayo Clinic.

Connect with us!
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Thursday of the month. 
Stop in at the library for 

a schedule of the dates and 
topics that have been planned 
by staff members from the 
Blooming Prairie Early 
Childhood Family Education 
and the library.

If you can’t attend on 
Thursday evening, remember 
to stop by the library anytime

We have piles and piles of 
dinosaur books, both fiction 
and non-fiction. Your little 
(and big) dinosaur lovers will 
learn even more about their 
favorite subject. 

See you at the library!

Class of ‘61 celebrates 55th reunion

Submitted photo

The Blooming Prairie High School class of 1961 held its 55th reunion on Oct. 1 at the Pizza Cellar. Those attending were: (back row) 
Jim Hansen, Glenn Medgaarden, Jim Rowe, Dwayne Anderson, Earl Behrens, Joe Benson. (2nd row) Judy Magyzlik-Schwartz, Joy 
Levy-Oudebrik, Roger Syverud, Marvin Jenson, Goyo Morales, Dennis Sauke, Dale Burtch. (front row) Judy Noble-Beck, Marsha 
Milton, Jan Carlson-Alm, Jim Johns, Judy Harms-Burns, Carol Knutson-Kruckeberg, Connie Ryan-Haferman, Vialel Beattie-
Blakeforough. Leone Canerer-Vavra and Betty Yentsch-Jacobson attended the reunion but are not pictured.

Blooming Prairie Police 
Department public notice

According to Minnesota 
statue244.052, the Blooming 
Prairie Police Department 
is releasing information 
regarding Level 3 Predatory 
Offender James Zylstra. 

Mr. Zylstra moved to 
Blooming Prairie on Oct. 5. 
This individual has served the 
sentence imposed on him by 
the court and is transitioning 
into the community.

The Blooming Prairie 
Police Department is holding 

a community notification 
meeting on Friday, Oct. 14 
at 5 p.m. at the Blooming 
Prairie Community Center, 
138 Highway Avenue South in 
Blooming Prairie.

Representatives from the 
Blooming Prairie Police 
Department and Minnesota 
Department of Corrections 
will be available to provide 
useful information on public 
safety.
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JENSEN AUCTIONS        507-456-1210

JENSEN AUCTIONS

Sat., October 15, 2016
TIME: 10:30 a.m.

LOCATION: 308 3rd Ave. NW • Medford, MN.

REAL ESTATE OFFERED AT 1 P.M.
H Tax Parcel: #16-103-0104 H Built 1976 H Single story rambler 
H 3 bedroom H 1.5 bathrooms H Total livable 1,472 sq. ft. H Full 
basement w/family room H Taxes $1,942 H Double attached garage 
H 20'x26' detached garage w/heater H Lot 90'x147'.

REAL ESTATE TERMS: $5,000 down day of auction, balance due 
in 30 days at closing. All earnest monies put down the day of auction 
are nonrefundable if buyers fail to close. All real estate sells in as-is 
condition with no warranty or guarantee expressed or implied by the 
sellers or any of their agents. All real estate sells with no contingency 
whatsoever. Owner reserves the right to accept or reject any or all 
bids. Any statements made the day of auction takes precedence over 
any printed matter. Earnest money and closing for real estate will 
be handled by attorney Robert E. Schmidt, 36050 Clear Lake Drive, 
Waseca, MN 56093.

If you are looking for a nice 1-owner rambler home - here it is. Small 
town living close to shopping, church, also the city pool. Located on 
cul-de-sac, also extra heated garage for toys with separate entrance. 
All up for auction October 15, 2016 at 1 p.m. 

To view, conTacT Dennis Jensen 507-456-1210

2008 FORD TAURUS (sells at noon)
2008 Ford Taurus Limited 4-dr., V6, 64,000 miles, burgundy, very 
nice, 1-owner. 

HOUSEHOLD
Kenmore washer and gas dryer (white) – Sharp 46" flat-sc een TV 
– Kenmore 9.0 upright vacuum – 50s 3-pc. bedroom set w/single bed 
– Oak hall tree – 4-pc. maple bedroom set w/double bed and matching 
cedar chest – White oak dining room table and chairs – 4-pc. white 
oak bedroom set w/double bed – Singer sewing machine in white oak 
cabinet – Pots and pans – New linens – New blanket – Table cloths 
– (2) Floor safes – Filing cabinets – 12-Gun locker – Healthometer 
scale – Large beveled wall mirror – Patchwork quilts – Faribo blanket 
(new) – Mixing bowl sets – Lots of pitchers and glass sets – Cookie 
cutters – 4-pc. glass bowl set – 12-pc. Homer Laughlin dining set 
pattern J46N8. Lots more auction day.

50s Fleetline Dolphin boat w/Evinrude motor, complete w/
original box (like new)

ANTIQUES 
Tonka toys – Barrel semi in box – Int'l plastic diesel dozer – Metal 
toy tank – Unique #400 mechanical train set in box (nice) – Marx 
Butter Eggman (1930s) – (2) Kids boxes of records – 3-pc. vintage 
drum set – New Home treadle sewing machine – Bird cage – Bullet 
pencils – Matchbooks – Vintage holiday items – Lots of lady's hats and 
purses – Wattware #5 bowl – (2) USA mixing bowls – (2) Puss 'n Boots 
creamers – Mr. Peanut cups – Red and white enamelware – Oil lamp 
– 1948 Dutchless doll – Red Wing vase #5CS – White owl tin – H&B 
mixer bowls – Bell collection – Lots of bird figurines – Lots of yard 
sticks – Kitchen Kraft bowl set – (2) Larger roosters – Stereosonic 
phonograph w/stand – Skil-Craft micro-chem #508 lab – Utica Oil 
Co. bank – Cup and bowl Tom Tom the Piper's Son – Over-sized coin 
set – Northwest Orient toy plane – Old radios – Oak sewing rocker – 

Lorraine Clemmensen

aUcTion

aUcTioneeRs
Dennis, Lic. 74-15-005

Cell: 507-456-1210
jensenauctions@gmail.com

Larry Lee, Lic. 19-65

Coronado console radio and phonograph #43-7602 – Hohner button 
accordion w/case – Clydesdale team w/covered wagon – USA Corkey 
Pig 1957 – (2) Clydesdale teams w/bobsleds – State MN atlas 1982 – 
Schmidt beer hat – Unitog uniform (new) – Phillips "66" – Sidney 
Glock milk hauler, butter dish and wallette – Vintage Eska toy 12A 
John Deere toy combine – Vintage John Deere Model A w/driver, in 
box (A-1 shape) – John Deere 2-bottom plow – Farm Oil coin bank – 
Howdy Doody & Gang plastic toys – Baby Ruth candy bar box, 1929 
– Vintage Japan tin metal friction USAF toy plane Bk250 (excellent) – 
Gene Autry cap gun – Kids cap gun and holster – Minneapolis Moline 
toy tractor w/man, die cast – Minneapolis Moline #69 Harvestore 
combine w/original box and liner 1/32 scale (mint).

MM Buddy Lee salesman doll

1900s Carpenter box and all tools

Wall phone – Forehand side hammer 12 ga. double barrel shotgun, 
SN 20019 – Benjamin Franklin Model 342 pellet gun.

TOOLS & SHOP ITEMS
Craftsman 14-drawer HD rolling tool chest – Craftsman 9-drawer 
HD top box – Craftsman side box – Full set of Craftsman 1/4", 3/8" 
and 1/2" sockets – Craftsman shop chair – Craftsman 6.25 wet/dry 
vacuum – Car ramps – Craftsman 19.2 cordless drill – Milwaukee 
drill set – Craftsman 7 to 13 extr. set (new) – Sears 9" buffer – 18-hole 
bolt bin, full – Duracraft bench drill press – Log chains – Arcan 20-
ton shop press – Craftsman 6-ton ATV/lawn mower jack – 4" bench 
vise – Poulan 3.5 hp elec. chain saw – Sears 2-1/4 ton floor jack – (2) 
Portable air tanks – Sears 3-roller bed – Gas cans – Keller 8' fibe glass 
stepladder – Toro 8" cordless trimmer (new) – Sears 2-ton floor jack 
– Milwaukee 4-1/2" elec. grinder – Sears 1/2" elec. impact – DeWalt 
1/2" hammer drill – Garden hoses – Sears router table – Craftsman 
1 hp 8 gal. air compressor – Lawn spreader – Sears 10" 2.5 hp radial 
arm saw – Lots of shovels – 4-wheel lawn cart – Craftsman 22" 6 
hp push mower – 6-1/4" metal cut off saw – Ortho lawn spreader 
– Wheelbarrow – Handyman jack – 10' Wooden stepladder – Bolt 
cutter – Impact sockets – Sears 1/2" impact (air) – Poulan 2150 
chain saw and case – Bostitch 350 stapler – Snapper gas weed whip 
– Appliance cart – Many great tools not listed.

AUCTIONEER'S COMMENT: This is a great auction to attend if 
you are looking for tools and great antiques - it has it all! Lunch and 
portable toilet available. See you there - Dennis.

TERMS: Cash or good check with proper ID, and major credit cards 
w/4% processing fee. Everything must be paid for on auction day. Not 
responsible for accidents. Verbal announcements take precedence 
over all printed material. All items sell as-is, where-is.

Owner
308 3rd Ave. NW • Medford, MN  55049

View auction on www.auctionsgo.com (search by Jensen)

Ford Taurus
Household
Antiques

Tools 

Ford Taurus
Household
Antiques

Tools 

952.934.1525 • 800.362.3515
ChanhassenDT.com  

Winner of 4 Tony Awards
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RICK GNEMI
Donuts, Dollars

& Discussion
Saturday, October 29, 2016

9-11:30 - a.m.
OWATONNA EAGLES CLUB

Come & get aquainted with Rick Gnemi, 
Candidate for Steele County Commissioner - 3rd District

Prepared and paid for by Rick Gnemi for Steele County Commissioner - 3rd District 
404 S Cedar Ave, Owatonna MN 55060

This week I watched as the 
river was literally flooded 
with small and separate troops 
of geese training for their 

upcoming migration.   As I 
witnessed last year,  they learn 
formation,  calls from the 
leader,  spacing and stamina 
from swimming “upstream” in 
the river.   I watched for hours 
as they would learn how to 

rotate to bring a different goose 
to the front while never losing 
their spacing in the water… 
staying perfect in the “V”.

It was quite noisy, as they 
were all training in small 
groups and some were 
swimming,  some were resting,  
somewhere in transition.   They 
trained in that river for hours 
and the next day,  the troops 
go to a different part of the 
river to experience a different 
scene,  a new adversity – never 
letting themselves become 
complacent.

The hours of discipline 
in that never-ending thrust 
of the river flowing swiftly 
beneath the water level is 
amazing.  They are building 

their stamina for the upcoming 
journey.   I thought to myself 
how dedicated they are to 
survival.  Everything in their 
life is geared for those yearly 
journeys.  

I imagined me swimming 
upstream for 30 minutes and 
got tired just from the thought.  
These geese train in that torrent 
every day.  As I was watching 
them, I felt a special touch on 
my heart with a profound, but 
simple thought: “They train 
in the adversity of the stream 
so that they can withstand the 
adversity of the journey.”  We 
have our trials each and every 
day and don’t realize that our 
training IS part of the journey.  
With each hour in our stream 

of adversity – we are building 
stamina for our journey and our 
calling.

I think we would do good to 
take lessons from geese as we 
see them forming and training 
to go south.  (No... it’s not a 
sign to follow them to a warmer 
climate!!!)  As each goose flaps 
its wings, it creates an uplift for 
the bird who follows.  By flying 
in a “V” formation, the whole 
flock increases the flying range 
by 71% over one bird flying 
alone.

People who share a common 
direction and a sense of 
community get where they’re 
going more easily and more 
quickly because they are 
traveling on each other’s thrust.

Whenever a goose falls out 
of formation, it suddenly feels 
the drag and the resistance of 
trying to fly alone, and quickly 
gets back into formation to take 
advantage of the lifting power 
of the bird immediately in front.

If we have as much sense as 
a goose, we’ll stay in formation 
with those ahead and we’ll be 
willing to accept their help.  
We’ll also be willing to help 
those following behind.   The 
geese in formation honk from 
behind to encourage those up 
front to keep up their speed.  
We need to make sure our 
honking from behind is for 
encouragement and not for 
some other reason.

By MARK DELAP 
Managing Editor

Everything has a purpose and a purpose for the journey
Autumn reflections:

Staff photo by Mark DeLap

Every fiber of their being in
life is dedicated to training 

and planning for their journey.  
Nothing is haphazard. They swim 

in formation, train with every 
sound, practice taking off and

landing with the utmost precision 
and striving for perfection in 

the formation which is critical 
to making it to their destination. 
When you see a flock of geese

earlier in the summer out of 
formation and in a chaotic 

honking, there is training going 
on. They won’t migrate until they 

get it right.

Harvest bingo, sponsored by 
Ellendale Community Action 
Group (ECAG), will take place 
on Oct. 29 at 7 p.m. at the 
Ellendale Community Center.

Come join for 20 games of 
BINGO with prizes for each 
game and a cash prize for the 
Blackout Bingo.

There will also be a Halloween 
costume contest for children and 
adults:

PreK-Age 6 $25.00 Prize

Ages 7-12 $25.00 Prize
Adult~$25.00 Ellendale 

Bucks
Pop and Water available 

for sale~free popcorn. 40% of 
proceeds go back to ECAG 60% 
of proceeds towards community 
project

Please bring a food donation 
for the Ellendale Community 
Food Shelf~donations can also 
be dropped off at Lerberg’s 
Foods and Steve’s Meats.

Harvest bingo
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OwatonnaLiving
Firefighter of the year chosen

BevC

BRING SOME     
  HARMONY TO     
    THE HOUSE

ELECT

Prepared and paid for by Bev Cashman For Representative 
628 E. Academy Street, Owatonna, MN 55060

ASHMAN
State Representative 24A

Divided Government
Government only works when both 
parties agree to listen to each other, 
work together and compromise to 

serve the best interests of our state.

And that’s just what Bev will do!

“My goal will be to 
share the credit with my House 
colleagues and resolve difficult 

political issues, rather than blame 
the other party for failing to act.”

Harold & 
Billie Moser
 of Blooming Priaire will 

Celebrate their 
50TH WEDDING 
ANNIVERSARY 

with family and friends. 
They were married 
October 15, 1966 

at the United Methodist 
church of Blooming Prairie

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Sensitivity
  5. Greek island
10. Up to the time of
14. Wife
15. Composer Ned
16. Edging to street path   
      (Brit.)
17. Lose energy
18. Biblical parable
19. Celery (Spanish)
20. Arm bones
22. Japanese family 
      emblem
23. Customary practice
24. Acceptance
27. Very fast aircraft 
      (abbr.)
30. Cool
31. Indian state
32. Young boy or girl
35. Astronomy unit
37. Confederate soldier
38. Famed German 
      composer
39. Alternate name
40. Used to pave 
      driveways
41. Artery
42. Type of powder
43. Inquire too closely
44. Northern Ireland
45. Connects two points 
      at right angles
46. Hot drink
47. A newt
48. Engine additive
49. Wealthy Connecticut 
      town
52. Not invited or 
      requested
55. Embrace
56. Spiritual leader
60. Wild or sweet cherry

61. __ Day, actress
63. Daughter of Ion
64. Recline
65. Type of acid
66. City in Utah
67. Lazily
68. Music term

69. Divulge a secret
CLUES DOWN
  1. Very short skirt worn by ballerinas
  2. Angle between leaf stalk and stem
  3. Popular in Nebraska
  4. Dessert

  5. Cognitive retention 
      therapy 
  6. Wandered
  7. Mistake
  8. Adolescent
  9. Medical term
10. Russian tsar’s edict
11. Type genus of the 
      Nepidae
12. High school math class
13. Double-reed instrument
21. Painful places on the 
      body
23. Fiddler crabs
25. Resinous substance
26. Person of wealth (Brit.)
27. Series
28. North American plant
29. Warble
32. Pastries
33. Group of eight
34. Twyla __, dancer
36. Pouch
37. Singer Charles
38. Cattle genus
40. Eye infection
41. Where couples go to 
      marry
43. Long bench with backs
44. Unrestricted free agent
46. ___ Talks
47. Causal agent
49. Nincompoop
50. Relating to the aura
51. Person of conspicuous 
      wealth
52. Type of mottled fruit
53. Essential
54. Fertility god
57. Folk singer Ives
58. La __ Tar Pits, Hollywood
59. Foot
61. Digital audiotape
62. Drunk

SOLUTION ON PAGE C8

Recipe Corner

Sponsored by:

KREJCI FORD
15TH PRESIDENT’S 
AWARD WINNER
Blooming Prairie
583-2046RECIPES FROM THE FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH COOKBOOK 2006 ED.

by Mrs. Arlen Peterson

Apple Crisp
3/4 c. flour
1/2 c. butter
1 c. brown sugar
1/2 c. chopped nuts
mix together as for pie crust

1 qt. sliced apples
1/2 c. water 
1 tsp. cinnamon

Put apples in a buttered baking dish and pour 
on water. Sprinkle with cinnamon. Spread cumb 
mixture over top and bake for 30 minutes. Serve 
with whipped cream.

Staff photo by Emily Schoenbeck

Firefighter of the year Matt Thu nau stands in front of the fi e 
station’s mural at the annual Firefighters’ Feed. When not on-call
at the fi e station, he works at Federated Insurance.

The Owatonna fire station 
has selected their Firefighter 
of the Year at honor during fire 
prevention week.

Matt Thurnau has been with 
the fire department for 12 and a 
half years and is being honored 
for his diligence to his duty.

Thurnau was 38 when he 
started fighting fires. The 
station had been hiring on-call 
staff, and he answered the call.

“It’s something I always 
wanted to do,” Thurnau said, 
as he recalled deciding to give 
it a try. At the time, he hadn’t 
been certain he would meet 
the physical requirements, but 
he did and joined the station’s 
night squad.

The night squad is made 
up of nine to ten men who are 
prepared to be called in between 
the hours of 5 p.m. and 7 p.m. 
Squad members are expected to 
answer 40 percent of the calls 
that go out. Thurnau averages 

80 percent.
In his time with the 

department, he’s responded to 
car accidents, fires, and even 
two different plane crashes.

One of his favorite rescues 
was helping save the life of a 
woman who had been in a car 
accident. She had flipped her 
car into a slue off highway 40, 
and her car filled with water. 
The firefighters managed to 
get her out after she had been 
waiting with only an inch of 
air above the water to breathe. 

Thurnau recalls that rescue 
with pride.

He also noted that not all calls 
end happily. He’s responded 
to farm accidents where he’s 
known the victim’s family. 
One time he responded to a 
car accident only to discover 
the victim he had lunch with 
everyday. He’d requested of his 
commander to be the one who 
pulled the body from the car.

“It was the last thing I can do 
for him,” Thurnau remembers 
thinking.

Thurnau is proud of his 
time with the department and 
honored to be recognized. The 
award comes in his final year at 
the station, as he plans to retire 
in March.

BY EMILY SHOENBECK 
County Staff Writer

The season for giving is upon 
us.

Alpha Media Mankato 
announced the 5th Annual 
Southern Minnesota Christmas 
Festival and “Toys for Tots” 

Toys for Tots kicks off
Kick-off.

The free and family-friendly 
Festival will take place on 
Saturday, November 12 from 
11 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the new 
Performing Arts Center at the 
Verizon Wireless Center in 
Mankato.

Visitors will enter the World 
of Whoville as this year’s 
theme is How the Grinch Stole 
Christmas.

In addition to an assortment 
of activities for the kids, they’ll 
have a chance to meet Santa 
Claus! 

This is also the perfect 
place to start your Christmas 
shopping, with dozens of local 
vendors on hand, offering gifts 
that will be perfect for everyone 
on your list.

There will also be plenty 
of food options, along with 
entertainment from the Mankato 
Children’s Chorus, Lantz 

& Jeremy, The Govenaires, 
Andrea Lyn, The Dance 
Conservatory of Southern 
Minnesota, West Connection & 
the Mary Guentzel Quintet.

 People are encouraged to 
bring a new unwrapped toy or 
make a monetary donation if 
possible for Toys for Tots. 

The goal of Toys for Tots is 
to help less fortunate children 
in our area experience the joy 
of Christmas. Proceeds and 
donations will be put towards 
this program.

At last year’s Christmas 
Festival, more than $1,200 
dollars was raised for Toys for 
Tots, and 132 toys were donated.

If you are a business or 
community group that would 
like to be involved in this year’s 
Southern Minnesota Christmas 
Festival, please call 507-345-
4646.



Steele County Times • Tuesday, October 11, 2016 • 5C

HOMECOMING
2016Good Luck Panthers!

Sales • Service • Rentals • Leasing

800 - 722 - 1282   www.garlickswater.com

BUDACH
IMPLEMENT, INC.
229 NE 3rd St. • New Richland

507.465.3237
www.budachimplement.com

LERBERG’S FOODS
SINCE 1901

Monday - Saturday
8:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Sunday
10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

120 5th Ave. 
Ellendale, MN

507.684.2472

GOOD LUCK PANTHERS!

Sorenson’s 

Appliances & TV

HOMECOMING 2016

507.256.7258Geneva, MN

Hope • Ellendale • Blooming Prairie Good 
Luck!

Geneva
Bar & Grill

507.256.7278
101 West Main Street • Geneva

OPEN 
24 HOURS

495 West N. Street, Owatonna
507-451-7220 • www.cashwise.com

Go get em’ 

Panthers!
210 5th Ave W,
Ellendale, MN 

507.684.2331

Morgan’s Meat Market
Now accepting properly 
cleaned & tagged deer

• Whole carcass
• Boneless trim

 202 Ash Ave N, New Richland • 507-465-3888

* Guaranteed your own meat back*
** State & National Grand Champion Summers Sausage **

Clarks Grove - Waseca Vet Clinic
Complete Veterinary Care, Boarding and Grooming

Good Luck Panthers!

Waseca 
Location

1400 State St. South
Waseca, MN

507.835.1700

Clarks Grove 
Location

28088 770th Ave.
Clarks Grove, MN

507.256.7237

NRHEG panthers 

Homecoming
      Good Luck!

FOOTBALL GAME
NRHEG vs. LCWM

FRIDAY, OCT. 14
PANTHER PRIDE DAY

- PARADE -
          in Ellendale 

              at 12:30 pm 
&

                   in New Richland 
            at 2:15 pm

   7 p.m. 
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Legal Notices

Foreclosure

Foreclosure

Foreclosure

Foreclosure

Statement of Ownership - Steele County TimesForeclosure

15-101568
 

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

 
THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION 

OF THE DEBT AND IDENTITY OF 
THE ORIGINAL CREDITOR WITHIN 
THE TIME PROVIDED BY LAW IS 
NOT AFFECTED BY THIS ACTION.

 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, 

that default has occurred in 
the conditions of the following 
described mortgage: 

DATE OF MORTGAGE:  December 
21, 2006 

ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL AMOUNT 
OF MORTGAGE:  $125,200.00 

MORTGAGOR(S):  Joseph L. Erler 
and Barbara R. Erler, Husband and 
Wife; Jeremy J. Erler and Brittany L. 
Erler, Husband and Wife and Jeff T. 
Evans, a single person 

MORTGAGEE:  Mortgage 

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION OF 
THE DEBT AND IDENTITY OF THE 
ORIGINAL CREDITOR WITHIN THE 
TIME PROVIDED BY LAW IS NOT 
AFFECTED BY THIS ACTION.

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION OF 
THE DEBT AND IDENTITY OF THE 
ORIGINAL CREDITOR WITHIN THE 
TIME PROVIDED BY LAW IS NOT 
AFFECTED BY THIS ACTION.
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN:  That 
default has occurred in the conditions 
of the following described mortgage:
MORTGAGOR(S): Joel C. Menden, 
a single person and Bonita R. 
Menden, a single person
MORTGAGEE: Wells Fargo Bank, 
N.A.
ASSIGNMENTS OF MORTGAGE: 
Assigned to: None.
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL AMOUNT 
OF MORTGAGE: $157,560.00
DATE OF MORTGAGE: February 
24, 2011
DATE AND PLACE OF FILING: 
Recorded on March 1, 2011 as 
Document Number A000376889 in 
the Office of the County Recorder of 
Steele County, Minnesota.
THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO BE 
DUE ON THE MORTGAGE ON 
THE DATE OF THE NOTICE: 
$147,558.83
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF 
PROPERTY: Tract I:
The South 83.39 feet of Lot One (1) 
in the Northeast Quarter (NE 1/4) of 
Section Sixteen (16) Township One 
Hundred and Seven (107) North, 
of Range Twenty (20) West, Steele 
County, Minnesota
AND
Tract II:
The South Half of Lot 2 in the 
Northeast Quarter of Section 16-
107-20; Except the North Quarter 
of South Half of West Half of Lot 2, 
Steele County, Minnesota
STREET ADDRESS OF 
PROPERTY: 522 S CEDAR AVE, 
OWATONNA, MN 55060-3202
COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY 
IS LOCATED: Steele County, 
Minnesota
TRANSACTION AGENT: None
NAME OF MORTGAGE 
ORIGINATOR: Wells Fargo Bank, 
N.A.
RESIDENTIAL SERVICER: Wells 
Fargo Bank, N.A.
TAX PARCEL IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER: 17-016-1104 and 17-016-
1114
TRANSACTION AGENT’S 
MORTGAGE IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER: None
THAT no action or proceeding has 
been instituted at law to recover the 
debt then remaining secured by such 
mortgage, or any part thereof, or, if 
the action or proceeding has been 
instituted, that the same has been 
discontinued, or that an execution 
upon the judgment rendered therein 
has been returned unsatisfied, in 
whole or in part.
PURSUANT, to the power of sale 
contained in said mortgage, the 
above described property will be 
sold by the Sheriff of said county as 
follows:
DATE AND TIME OF SALE: 
November 1, 2016 at 10:00 AM

PLACE OF SALE: Steele County 
Sheriff’s Office, Law Enforcement 
Center, 204 Pearl Street East, 
Owatonna, Minnesota to pay the 
debt then secured by said mortgage 
and taxes, if any actually paid by the 
mortgagee, on the premises and the 
costs and disbursements allowed 
by law.  The time allowed by law for 
redemption by said mortgagor(s), 
their personal representatives or 
assigns is six (6) months from the 
date of sale.

TIME AND DATE TO VACATE 
PROPERTY: Unless said mortgage 
is reinstated or the property 
redeemed, or unless the time for 
redemption is reduced by judicial 
order, you must vacate the premises 
by 11:59 p.m. on May 1, 2017.
THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY 
THE MORTGAGOR, THE 
MORTGAGOR’S PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES OR ASSIGNS, 
MAY BE REDUCED TO FIVE 
WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS 
ENTERED UNDER MINNESOTA 
STATUTES, SECTION 582.032, 
DETERMINING, AMONG OTHER 
THINGS, THAT THE MORTGAGED 
PREMISES ARE IMPROVED 
WITH A RESIDENTIAL DWELLING 
OF LESS THAN FIVE UNITS, 
ARE NOT PROPERTY USED IN 
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION, 
AND ARE ABANDONED.
MORTGAGOR(S) RELEASED 
FROM FINANCIAL OBLIGATION 
ON MORTGAGE: None

Dated: September 2, 2016
WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A.

Mortgagee
THE ACADEMY LAW GROUP, P.A.

By:/s/Rebecca F. Schiller, Esq.
N. Kibongni Fondungallah, Esq.

*Curt N. Trisko, Esq.*
Samuel R. Coleman, Esq.

Attorneys for Mortgagee
The Academy Professional Building

25 North Dale Street
St. Paul, MN 55102

(651) 209-9760
(16-1206-FC01)

THIS IS A COMMUNICATION 
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR.

9/6, 9/13, 9/20, 9/27, 10/4, 10/11

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN:  That 
default has occurred in the conditions 
of the following described mortgage:
MORTGAGOR(S): Alan P. 
Christenson and Ronda K. 
Christenson f/k/a Ronda Kaplan, 
husband and wife
MORTGAGEE: Wells Fargo 
Home Mortgage, Inc., a California 
corporation n/k/a Wells Fargo Bank, 
N.A., successor by merger to Wells 
Fargo Home Mortgage, Inc.
ASSIGNMENTS OF MORTGAGE: 
Assigned to: None.
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF 
MORTGAGE: $263,200.00
DATE OF MORTGAGE: November 
21, 2003
DATE AND PLACE OF FILING: 
Recorded on November 26, 2003 
as Document Number A317433 in 
the Office of the County Recorder of 
Steele County, Minnesota.
THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO BE 
DUE ON THE MORTGAGE ON THE 
DATE OF THE NOTICE: $226,938.07
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF 
PROPERTY: Lot 1, Block 1, Fretham 
Addition, Owatonna, Steele County, 
Minnesota
STREET ADDRESS OF PROPERTY: 
1901 N CEDAR AVE, OWATONNA, 
MN 55060-1234
COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY IS 
LOCATED: Steele County, Minnesota
TRANSACTION AGENT: None
NAME OF MORTGAGE 
ORIGINATOR: Wells Fargo 
Home Mortgage, Inc., a California 
corporation n/k/a Wells Fargo Bank, 
N.A., successor by merger to Wells 
Fargo Home Mortgage, Inc.
RESIDENTIAL SERVICER: Wells 
Fargo Bank, N.A.
TAX PARCEL IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER: 17-339-0101
TRANSACTION AGENT’S 
MORTGAGE IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER: None
THAT no action or proceeding has 
been instituted at law to recover the 
debt then remaining secured by such 
mortgage, or any part thereof, or, if 
the action or proceeding has been 
instituted, that the same has been 
discontinued, or that an execution 
upon the judgment rendered therein 
has been returned unsatisfied, in 
whole or in part.
PURSUANT, to the power of sale 
contained in said mortgage, the 
above described property will be 
sold by the Sheriff of said county as 
follows:
DATE AND TIME OF SALE: 
November 1, 2016 at 10:00 AM
PLACE OF SALE: Steele County 
Sheriff’s Office, Law Enforcement 
Center, 204 Pearl Street East, 
Owatonna, Minnesota
to pay the debt then secured by 
said mortgage and taxes, if any 
actually paid by the mortgagee, 
on the premises and the costs and 
disbursements allowed by law.  The 
time allowed by law for redemption 
by said mortgagor(s), their personal 
representatives or assigns is six (6) 
months from the date of sale.

TIME AND DATE TO VACATE 
PROPERTY: Unless said mortgage is 
reinstated or the property redeemed, 
or unless the time for redemption is 
reduced by judicial order, you must 
vacate the premises by 11:59 p.m. on 
May 1, 2017.
THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY 
THE MORTGAGOR, THE 
MORTGAGOR’S PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES OR ASSIGNS, 
MAY BE REDUCED TO FIVE WEEKS 
IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS ENTERED 
UNDER MINNESOTA STATUTES, 
SECTION 582.032, DETERMINING, 
AMONG OTHER THINGS, THAT 
THE MORTGAGED PREMISES ARE 
IMPROVED WITH A RESIDENTIAL 
DWELLING OF LESS THAN FIVE 
UNITS, ARE NOT PROPERTY USED 
IN AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION, 
AND ARE ABANDONED.
MORTGAGOR(S) RELEASED 
FROM FINANCIAL OBLIGATION ON 
MORTGAGE: None

Dated: September 6, 2016
WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A.

Mortgagee
THE ACADEMY LAW GROUP, P.A.

By:/s/Rebecca F. Schiller, Esq.
N. Kibongni Fondungallah, Esq.

*Curt N. Trisko, Esq.*
Samuel R. Coleman, Esq.

Attorneys for Mortgagee
The Academy Professional Building

25 North Dale Street
St. Paul, MN 55102

(651) 209-9760
(16-1286-FC01)

THIS IS A COMMUNICATION FROM 
A DEBT COLLECTOR.

9/13, 9/20, 9/27, 10/4, 10/11, 10/18

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION OF 
THE DEBT AND IDENTITY OF THE 
ORIGINAL CREDITOR WITHIN THE 
TIME PROVIDED BY LAW IS NOT 
AFFECTED BY THIS ACTION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN:  
That default has occurred in 
the conditions of the following 
described mortgage:

MORTGAGOR(S): Bonnie L. 
Petersen, an unmarried person

MORTGAGEE: Wells Fargo Bank, 
N.A.

ASSIGNMENTS OF MORTGAGE: 
Assigned to: None.

ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL AMOUNT 
OF MORTGAGE: $330,000.00

DATE OF MORTGAGE: February 
23, 2009

DATE AND PLACE OF FILING: 
Recorded on March 27, 2009 as 
Document Number 362972 in the 
Offic of the County Recorder of 
Steele County, Minnesota.

THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO BE 
DUE ON THE MORTGAGE ON THE 

DATE OF THE NOTICE: $193,677.19
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF 

PROPERTY: Commencing at the 
Southeast corner of Section 28, 
Township 108 North Range 20 West, 
Change North 1312.97 feet along 
the East line of Section 28 to the 
Southeast corner of the Northeast 
Quarter of Southeast Quarter of 
said Section; thence West at right 
angles 50.0 feet to the West right 
of way line of State Aid Road No. 1 
and the point of beginning; thence 
West along the South line of the 
Northeast Quarter of Southeast 
Quarter, a distance of 205.75 feet; 
thence North 190.0 feet, thence 
East 205.75 feet to the right of way 
line of State Aid road No. 1; thence 
South 190.0 feet to the point of 
beginning. And 

Commencing at the Southeast 
corner of Section 28, Township 108 
North, Range 20 West, thence North 
1502.97 feet along the East line of 
Section 28, thence West at right 
angles 50.0 feet to the West right 
of way line of State Aid Road No. 1 
and the point of beginning; thence 
continuing West 205.75 feet; thence 
North 214.35 feet, thence East 
205.75 feet to the right of way line of 
State Aid Road No. 1, thence South 
214.35 feet to the point of beginning, 
Steele County, Minnesota

STREET ADDRESS OF 
PROPERTY: 3890 N CEDAR AVE, 
OWATONNA, MN 55060

COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY 
IS LOCATED: Steele County, 
Minnesota

 TRANSACTION AGENT: None
NAME OF MORTGAGE 

ORIGINATOR: Wells Fargo Bank, 
N.A.

RESIDENTIAL SERVICER: Wells 
Fargo Bank, N.A.

TAX PARCEL IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER: 12-028-2106 and 12-028-
2105

TRANSACTION AGENT’S 
MORTGAGE IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER: None

THAT no action or proceeding 
has been instituted at law to recover 
the debt then remaining secured by 
such mortgage, or any part thereof, 
or, if the action or proceeding has 
been instituted, that the same 
has been discontinued, or that 
an execution upon the judgment 
rendered therein has been returned 
unsatisfied, in whole or in part

PURSUANT, to the power of sale 
contained in said mortgage, the 
above described property will be 
sold by the Sheriff of said county as 
follows:

DATE AND TIME OF SALE: 
November 22, 2016 at 10:00 AM

PLACE OF SALE: Steele County 
Sheriff s Office Law Enforcement 
Center, 204 Pearl Street East, 
Owatonna, Minnesota to pay the 
debt then secured by said mortgage 
and taxes, if any actually paid by the 
mortgagee, on the premises and the 
costs and disbursements allowed 
by law.  The time allowed by law for 
redemption by said mortgagor(s), 
their personal representatives or 
assigns is twelve (12) months from 
the date of sale.

TIME AND DATE TO VACATE 
PROPERTY: Unless said mortgage 
is reinstated or the property 
redeemed, or unless the time for 
redemption is reduced by judicial 
order, you must vacate the premises 
by 11:59 p.m. on November 22, 
2017.

THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION 
BY THE MORTGAGOR, THE 
MORTGAGOR’S PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES OR ASSIGNS, 
MAY BE REDUCED TO FIVE WEEKS 
IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS ENTERED 
UNDER MINNESOTA STATUTES, 
SECTION 582.032, DETERMINING, 
AMONG OTHER THINGS, THAT 
THE MORTGAGED PREMISES ARE 
IMPROVED WITH A RESIDENTIAL 
DWELLING OF LESS THAN FIVE 
UNITS, ARE NOT PROPERTY USED 
IN AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION, 
AND ARE ABANDONED.
MORTGAGOR(S) RELEASED 
FROM FINANCIAL OBLIGATION ON 
MORTGAGE: None

Dated: September 23, 2016
WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A.

Mortgagee
THE ACADEMY LAW GROUP, P.A.

By:/s/Rebecca F. Schiller, Esq.
N. Kibongni Fondungallah, Esq.

Curt N. Trisko, Esq.
*Samuel R. Coleman, Esq.*

Attorneys for Mortgagee
The Academy Professional Building

25 North Dale Street
St. Paul, MN 55102

(651) 209-9760
(16-1087-FC01)

THIS IS A COMMUNICATION 
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR.

9/27, 10/4, 10/11, 10/18, 10/25, 11/1

Electronic Registration Systems, 
Inc. 

TRANSACTION AGENT: 
Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc.

MIN#:  100021278104668426
LENDER OR BROKER AND 

MORTGAGE ORIGINATOR STATED 
ON THE MORTGAGE:  Rochester 
Mortgage Company

SERVICER:  Caliber Home Loans, 
Inc.

DATE AND PLACE OF FILING: 
Filed December 22, 2006, Steele 
County Recorder, as Document 
Number A000346605, thereafter 
re-recorded March 28, 2007 as 
document number A000348664; 
thereafter validated by an Order 
dated April 25, 2016 recorded 
May 3, 2016 as document number 
A000407382

 ASSIGNMENTS OF MORTGAGE:  
Assigned to: JPMorgan Chase 
Bank, National Association; Dated: 
July 29, 2015 filed: August 5, 2015, 
recorded as document number 
A000403486; Thereafter assigned to 
U.S. Bank Trust, N.A., as Trustee for 
LSF9 Master Participation Trust.  

LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF 
PROPERTY:

The West Half of the following 
described property, to-wit:  
Commencing at the Northwest 
Corner of the South 242 1/2 feet 
of Lot 23 in NE1/4 of Section 16, 
Township 107 North, Range 20 
West (said point being in the center 
of Oak Street); running thence East 
329.5 feet, more or less, to a point 
20 rods West of the East line of said 
Lot, thence South 60 feet, thence 
West 329.5 feet to the center of Oak 
Street, thence North to the place of 
beginning.

 PROPERTY ADDRESS:  1039-
1041 S Oak Ave, Owatonna, MN 
55060

PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER:  17-016-1260

 COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY 
IS LOCATED:  Steele 

THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO BE 
DUE ON THE MORTGAGE ON THE 
DATE OF THE NOTICE:  $120,211.22

THAT all pre-foreclosure 
requirements have been complied 
with; that no action or proceeding 
has been instituted at law or 
otherwise to recover the debt 
secured by said mortgage, or any 
part thereof; 

PURSUANT, to the power of sale 
contained in said mortgage, the 
above described property will be 
sold by the Sheriff of said county as 
follows:

 DATE AND TIME OF SALE:  
November 15, 2016, 10:00am

 PLACE OF SALE:  Sheriff s Main 
Office Law Enforcement Center, 
204 Pearl Street East, Owatonna, 
MN 55060 to pay the debt secured 
by said mortgage and taxes, if any, 
on said premises and the costs 
and disbursements, including 
attorneys fees allowed by law, 
subject to redemption within 6 
months from the date of said sale 
by the mortgagor(s) the personal 
representatives or assigns.

 
TIME AND DATE TO VACATE 

PROPERTY:  If the real estate is 
an owner-occupied, single-family 
dwelling, unless otherwise provided 
by law, the date on or before which 
the mortgagor(s) must vacate the 
property, if the mortgage is not 
reinstated under section 580.30 or 
the property is not redeemed under 
section 580.23, is 11:59 p.m. on May 
15, 2017, or the next business day 
if May 15, 2017 falls on a Saturday, 
Sunday or legal holiday.

 “THE TIME ALLOWED 
BY LAW FOR REDEMPTION 
BY THE MORTGAGOR, THE 
MORTGAGOR’S PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES OR ASSIGNS, 
MAY BE REDUCED TO FIVE WEEKS 
IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS ENTERED 
UNDER MINNESOTA STATUTES 
SECTION 582.032 DETERMINING, 
AMONG OTHER THINGS, THAT 
THE MORTGAGED PREMISES ARE 
IMPROVED WITH A RESIDENTIAL 
DWELLING OF LESS THAN 5 UNITS, 
ARE NOT PROPERTY USED FOR 
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION, 
AND ARE ABANDONED.

  Dated: September 23, 2016 
U.S. Bank Trust, N.A., as Trustee for 

LSF9 Master Participation Trust
Assignee of Mortgagee  

SHAPIRO & ZIELKE, LLP
BY: Lawrence P. Zielke - 152559

Diane F. Mach - 273788
Melissa L. B. Porter - 0337778

Randolph W. Dawdy - 2160X
Gary J. Evers - 0134764

Tracy J. Halliday - 034610X
Attorneys for Mortgagee

12550 West Frontage Road, 
Suite 200

Burnsville, MN 55337
(952) 831-4060

 
THIS IS A COMMUNICATION 
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR

9/27, 10/4, 10/11, 10/18, 10/25, 11/1

15-101570
 

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

 
THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION 

OF THE DEBT AND IDENTITY OF 
THE ORIGINAL CREDITOR WITHIN 
THE TIME PROVIDED BY LAW IS 
NOT AFFECTED BY THIS ACTION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, 
that default has occurred in 
the conditions of the following 
described mortgage:

DATE OF MORTGAGE:  December 
21, 2006

ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL AMOUNT 
OF MORTGAGE:  $116,000.00

MORTGAGOR(S):  Joseph L. Erler 
and Barbara R. Erler, Husband and 
Wife; Jeremy J. Erler and Brittany L. 

Erler, Husband and Wife and Jeff T. 
Evans, a single person

MORTGAGEE:  Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, 
Inc.

TRANSACTION AGENT: 
Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc.

MIN#:  100021278104668400
LENDER OR BROKER AND 

MORTGAGE ORIGINATOR STATED 
ON THE MORTGAGE:  Rochester 
Mortgage Company 

SERVICER:  Caliber Home Loans, 
Inc. 

DATE AND PLACE OF FILING: 
Filed December 22, 2006, Steele 
County Recorder, as Document 
Number A000346604, thereafter 
re-recorded March 28, 2007 as 
document number A000348663 to 
add additional mortgagors 

ASSIGNMENTS OF MORTGAGE:  
Assigned to: JPMorgan Chase 
Bank, National Association; Dated: 
July 27, 2015 filed: August 3, 2015, 
recorded as document number 
A000403434; Thereafter assigned 
to U.S. Bank Trust, N.A., as Trustee 
for LSF9 Master Participation Trust 
dated March 21, 2016 and recorded 
May 18, 2016 as document number 
A000407640.   

LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF 

PROPERTY:
Lot 9 and the East 6 feet of Lot 

8 in Block 23 of the Original Town 
(now City) of Owatonna, Minnesota; 
Excepting the South 55 feet to the 
above described premises.

PROPERTY ADDRESS:  404 Elm 
Ave S, Owatonna, MN 55060 

PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER:  17-100-2310 

COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY 
IS LOCATED:  Steele 

THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO BE 
DUE ON THE MORTGAGE ON THE 
DATE OF THE NOTICE:  $112,504.93

THAT all pre-foreclosure 
requirements have been complied 
with; that no action or proceeding 
has been instituted at law or 
otherwise to recover the debt 
secured by said mortgage, or any 
part thereof; 

PURSUANT, to the power of sale 
contained in said mortgage, the 
above described property will be 
sold by the Sheriff of said county as 
follows: 

DATE AND TIME OF SALE:  
November 15, 2016, 10:00am 

PLACE OF SALE:  Sheriff s Main 
Office Law Enforcement Center, 
204 Pearl Street East, Owatonna, 
MN 55060 to pay the debt secured 
by said mortgage and taxes, if any, 
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Please visit 
www.cashwisejobs.com

for all the latest openings

Opportunitiescareer
We go all out to “Be the Best Place to Work.” Our culture celebrates employee ideas and encourages 
creative innovations. We’re growing, learning, and over� owing with energy. In a dynamic atmosphere 
that welcomes diversity, we love investing in our employees, along with the growth of our company. 
Imagine your career potential in one of these amazing opportunities.

CASH WISE - OWATONNA

To view a comprehensive list
o f  a l l  open pos i t ions  wi th in
Coborn’s Inc. and to apply online,

visit www.cashwisejobs.com 

All positions are Part-time up to 29 hours 
per week and would include every other 
Saturday and Sunday.

CUSTOMER SERVICE REPRESENTATIVE
Medford, Minnesota

Are you seeking a challenging, yet rewarding 
career with a dynamic organization? 

Are you currently looking to 
fast forward your career?

Poly Pak Plastics is seeking an entry level....

Candidates duties include but not limited to the following...

Ideal candidate will have the following skills:

PLEASE APPLY ONLINE TO:  sales@polypakplastics.com

•  Attracts potential customers 
    by answering product and service 
    questions via telemarketing
•  Maintains customer records by 
    updating account information
•  Prepares product or service reports 
    by collecting and analyzing customer 
    data

•  Recommends potential products or 
    services to management by 
    collecting customer information and 
    analyzing customer needs
•  Contributes to team effort by 
    accomplishing related results and 
    goals as needed

•  Previous customer service 
     experience
•  Excellent communication skills
•  Computer knowledge working 
    with Word, Excel and 
    CRM systems

•  Outstanding problem-solving 
     abilities
•  Positive, energetic, 
    self-motivator
•  Detail oriented

FULL TIME PRODUCTION
Great Place to Work! CMG is Hiring for 
1st and 2nd shift production positions.

STARTING WAGE $10 - $11/hr
F/T Permanent positions with OT as needed

Great Performance is rewarded. Excellent Vacation Package, Paid 8 
hours for Holidays, Medical & Dental available If you are looking for a 

company that you can grow with, this is a great opportunity!!!
Drug Testing & Background Screen Required

APPLY IN PERSON AT CMG
3707 Commercial Dr. SW • Rochester

Or call 507-923-4955
We look forward to meeting you!

507.446.8900
2365 43rd St NW  •  Owatonna

daren@hiowatonna.com

NOW HIRING
HOUSEKEEPERS

WATER PARK STAFF
BANQUET STAFF

COOKS
RESTAURANT SERVERS & HOSTS

THERAPIST
FT Therapist position is open at Gerard Academy, 
a residential treatment program for children with 

emotional and behavioral problems, in Austin, MN
MS or MA in psychology or related field required, licensed preferred.  

Duties include case management, individual, 
family and group therapy.  Ability to work independently 

and as a member of an interdisciplinary team.
Must be able to pass criminal & drivers records checks.

TO COMPLETE AN EMPLOYMENT PROFILE, GO TO WWW.NEXUSTREATMENT.ORG.

EOE
Gerard Academy-Nexus
ATT:  Human Resources

Box 715, Austin, MN  55912  

on said premises and the costs 
and disbursements, including 
attorneys fees allowed by law, 
subject to redemption within 6 
months from the date of said sale 
by the mortgagor(s) the personal 
representatives or assigns.

 
TIME AND DATE TO VACATE 

PROPERTY:  If the real estate is 
an owner-occupied, single-family 
dwelling, unless otherwise provided 
by law, the date on or before which 
the mortgagor(s) must vacate the 
property, if the mortgage is not 
reinstated under section 580.30 or 
the property is not redeemed under 
section 580.23, is 11:59 p.m. on May 
15, 2017, or the next business day 
if May 15, 2017 falls on a Saturday, 
Sunday or legal holiday. 

“THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION 
BY THE MORTGAGOR, THE 
MORTGAGOR’S PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES OR ASSIGNS, 
MAY BE REDUCED TO FIVE WEEKS 
IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS ENTERED 
UNDER MINNESOTA STATUTES 
SECTION 582.032 DETERMINING, 
AMONG OTHER THINGS, THAT 
THE MORTGAGED PREMISES ARE 
IMPROVED WITH A RESIDENTIAL 
DWELLING OF LESS THAN 5 UNITS, 
ARE NOT PROPERTY USED FOR 
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION, 
AND ARE ABANDONED.

 
Dated: September 23, 2016

U.S. Bank Trust, N.A., as Trustee for 
LSF9 Master Participation Trust

Assignee of Mortgagee  
 

SHAPIRO & ZIELKE, LLP
BY: Lawrence P. Zielke - 152559

Diane F. Mach - 273788
Melissa L. B. Porter - 0337778

Randolph W. Dawdy - 2160X
Gary J. Evers - 0134764

Tracy J. Halliday - 034610X
Attorneys for Mortgagee

12550 West Frontage Road, 
Suite 200

Burnsville, MN 55337
(952) 831-4060

THIS IS A COMMUNICATION 
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR

10/4, 10/11, 10/18, 10/25, 11/1, 11/8

Foreclosure continued
STATE OF MINNESOTA

 THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
DISTRICT COURT

COUNTY OF STEELE
Court File No. 74-PR-16-1970

NOTICE OF INFORMAL 
PROBATE OF WILL AND 

INFORMAL APPOINTMENT OF 
PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE 

AND NOTICE TO CREDITORS

In Re: Estate of 
       Vera L. Swanson,
	 also known as
	 Vera Louise Swanson,
		      Decendent

   Notice is given that an Application 
for Informal Probate of Will and 
Informal Appointment of Personal 
Representative was filed with the 
Registrar, along with a Will dated 
September 28, 1995. The Registrar 
accepted th eapplication and 
informally appointed Richard W. 
Swanson, whose address is 126 
North Prairie Ave., Sioux Falls, SD 
57104, to serve as the personal 
representative of the Decedent’s 
estate.
     Any heir, devissee or other 
interested person may be entitled 
to appointment as personal 
representative or may object to 
the appointment of the personal 
representative.   Any objections to 
the appointment of the personal 
representative must be filed with 
the Court, and any properly filed 
objection will be heard by the Court 
after notice is provided to interested 
persons of the date of hearing on the 
objection.
     Unless objections are filed, and 
unless the Court orders otherwise, 
the personal representative has the 
full power to administer the estate, 
including, after thirty (30) days from 
the issuance of letters testamentary, 
the poewr to sell, encumber, lease, or 
distribute any interest in real estate 
owned by the Decedent.
   Notice is further given that (subject 

Estate
to Minnesota Statutes section 524.3-
801) all creditors having claims 
against the Decedent’s estate are 
required to present the claims to the 
Personal Representative or to the 
Court within four (4) months after the 
date of this Notice or the claims will 
be barred.  

Dated: 2016.09.26

Kris Schmitz
Probate Registrar

O’NEILL, O’NEILL & BARDUSON
Scott L. Barduson

MN#4662
114 N. Hiawatha,

P.O. Box 128 
Pipestone, MN, 56164

Telephone: (507) 825-4266
Facimile: (507) 825-4267

Email: ooblaw@iw.net
ATTORNEY FOR APPLICANT

10/11, 10/18

First Lutheran Church of 
Blooming Prairie will salute 
and pay tribute to many of 
the community’s volunteers 
on five consecutive Sundays, 
beginning Oct. 16.

“God is at work at First 
Lutheran Church and in our 
community in many surprising 
and generous ways,” says 
Mary Worke, church vice 
president and chair of the First 
Lutheran Church Stewardship 
Committee.

“We wish to recognize the 
countless volunteers in our 
church and community who 
give generously as great 
stewards of their time and 
abilities,” Worke said. “Our 
recognition will be by giving 
thanks to God for providing 

us with our many volunteers,” 
she added.

Recognition for special 
groups of stewards will be 
given by the Stewardship 
Committee on these dates:

• Oct. 16 -- All volunteers 
participating in past and 
present ministry at First 
Lutheran Church

• Oct. 23 -- All community 
servants: Blooming Prairie 
firefighters, local ambulance 
and emergency response 
personnel and local law 
enforcement personnel 
(BP Police, Steele County 
Sheriff’s Department and 
their families)

• Nov. 6 -- All military 
service men and women (and 
spouses) past and present: 
Army, Navy, Air Force, 
Marines, National Guard, 
Army Reserves and Coast 

Guard
• Nov. 13 -- All civic and 

community leaders
• Nov. 20 -- Thanks-

For-Giving celebration for 
all stewards of their time, 
abilities and resources with 
focus on God

The First Lutheran 
stewardship vision is: “To be 
constantly reminded by God’s 
abundance, moving us to give 
graciously. We do this by 
engaging with each other in 
worship, study and service.”

Members of the 
Stewardship Committee are: 
Mary Worke, Eaton Miller, 
Jan Lueth, Ranell Kittelson, 
Darrell Hansen, Herman 
Clausen and Pastor Charlie 
Leonard.

Recognition will be at both 
services, 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 
a.m.

By HOWARD LESTRUD 
Staff Writer

First Lutheran Church 
salutes local volunteers

Fall is football season. It’s 
time for the loyalty of friends 
and family who don’t agree 
on teams to be put to the test, 
and also for those friends and 
family to come together for 
a little good natured rivalry, 
which in true Midwestern 
fashion, is normally centered 
around food. 

Vista Covenant Church, 
a small country church 
with a big heart for people, 
understood the meaning of the 
football season, and wanted to 
encourage the community to 
come together. The church has 
hosted numerous Party in the 
Parks, an event where families 
could come, eat, and enjoy 
each other’s presence through 
games and conversation. 

This time, the church was 
hoping for a different angle by 
hosting a “tailgate party”. “Our 
goal was to have something 
lighthearted going on to try and 

bring the community together 
after all of the hard things this 
community has gone through, 
between the flooding and with 
the loss of the police chief. We 
are just wanting to have the 
community come to this event, 
to enjoy food and to hopefully 
listen to the speaker!” Pastor 
Steve Thompson, a self-
professed die hard Vikings 
fan, stated. 

  This speaker was a 
former Vikings’ player, Mark 
Mullaney. Mullaney was the 
first round draft pick by the 
Vikings in 1975. Born in 
Denver, Colorado, Mullaney 
played college for Colorado 
State before being drafted, and 
played for the Vikings between 
1975 and 1986. He has 597 
tackles, 45.5 quarterback 
sacks, 13 forced fumbles and 
one interception, and was a 
member of the Vikings team 
that played Oakland in Super 
Bowl XI in January 1977.

Sharing his life story, 
Mullaney talked about his 

childhood and his journey into 
playing for the Vikings. He 
told of growing up with a father 
who would “easily fly off of 
the handle.” This left Mullaney 
with scars that made him 
afraid to shower in the locker 
room with his teammates. But 
his relationship with his father 
eventually turned out to be a 
good one, as his father spoke 
some of the most powerful 
words into Mullaney’s life. 
“He took me out onto Soldiers 
Field at sunset, and said ‘Mark, 
someday you’re going to be 
drafted in the first round. I was 
15 years old at that time.”

 Alongside the message, the 
church provided a dinner of 
pulled pork sandwiches and 
chips, and the local Fellowship 
of Christian Athletes (FCA) 
was present to entertain youth 
with a variety of sports-themed 
games. 

 “I hope that people 
would find encouragement 
through this outreach.” Pastor 
Thompson stated. 

Country church hosts 
former Vikings player

By KYLIE RICE 
Staff intern



MAINTENANCE TECHNICIAN
Innovative Food Processors (IFP) 

has openings for Maintenance Technicians 
for our Faribault and Hayfield facilities  

This position is responsible for providing the facility and manufacturing 
departments with machine maintenance, new equipment installation, 

troubleshooting and PM for all equipment.
 

The candidate must demonstrate the ability to work in a team 
environment, have strong electro-mechanical skills, have experience in 
a manufacturing setting and with manufacturing equipment, and have 

a Second Class B boilers license. 

To apply send your resume to hr@ifpinc.biz. 
To learn more about IFP visit our website at www.ifpinc.biz.  
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Zumbro River Brand, Inc.
Albert Lea and Owatonna, MN         

are currently seeking applications for 

MACHINE OPERATORS
QUALITY CONTROL

WAREHOUSE
MAINTENANCE POSITIONS

DIRECT HIRE IS POSSIBLE WITH EXPERIENCE
We specialize in agglomeration and 

extrusion technologies for the food industry
We offer $15 - $16 starting wage 

WITH LITTLE OR NO EXPERIENCE, 
ALONG WITH AN ABOVE INDUSTRY STANDARDS BENEFITS PACKAGE. 

All interested applicants can apply directly at our plant 
located at 1215 Hershey St. Albert Lea, MN 56007  or  138 West Front St. Owatonna, MN 56007 

or send a resume to jobs@zumbroriverbrand.com

NOW HIRING
Quality Pork Processors, Inc.
Production 1st & 2nd Shift Positions

FULL-TIME BENEFITS AVAILABLE AFTER 90 DAYS OF EMPLOYMENT. 
Starting pay is $1350 & up to $1570 after a year of service

FREE ON SITE MEDICAL CLINIC
Applications available at the Work Force Centers

in Austin, Albert Lea and Rochester. 
Mail to:

Maria Hackenmiller 
711 Hormel Century Parkway • Austin, MN 55912 

or mhackenmiller@qppinc.net.
EOE

NOW HIRINGFULL TIME PRODUCTION
Great Place to Work! CMG is Hiring for 
1st and 2nd shift production positions.

STARTING WAGE $10 - $11/hr
F/T Permanent positions with OT as needed

Great Performance is rewarded. Excellent Vacation Package, Paid 8 
hours for Holidays, Medical & Dental available If you are looking for a 

company that you can grow with, this is a great opportunity!!!
Drug Testing & Background Screen Required

APPLY IN PERSON AT CMG
3707 Commercial Dr. SW • Rochester

Or call 507-923-4955
We look forward to meeting you!

“Quality Care with  
a Small Town Touch”

This Institution is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer

v  Full Time / Part Time CNA Evening Shifts  v
Includes every other weekend and holiday

To apply, contact Allison Hensrud, DON 507-572-6188 
ahensrud@prairiemanorinc.com   •   fax 507-583-2401, or in person 

220 3rd St NW Blooming Prairie, MN 55917

v  Part Time LPN or TMA Evening Shifts  v
Excellent Health Benefits - Single employee $75 per month!

$1,000 Sign On Bonus

Prairie Manor Care Center has the following openings:

PUZZLE ON PAGE 4C
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Submitted photo

The BPHS class of 1960 had a class reunion on Oct. 8 at the Pizza Cellar to celebrate 56 years 
since their graduation.
First row: Elaine Hillson Trotman;  Karen  Anderson Kinny; Bonnie Pirkl Maxfield; Marlys Knutson
Sutherland
Second row: Rodney Robinson; Tom Trotman; Janis Zeltins; Burnell Hanson; Dorothy Carlson 
Kilian; Judy Morton Myers; Doug Myers; Gary Madsen; Marvin Christensen

Class of ‘60 reunites

Staff photo by Howard Lestrud

The corn husks were flying as Stephen Basness, left, and Roger Pitman, right, did some corn shredding on Sunday afternoon at 
the Jeff Witt farm south of Blooming Prairie. The New Idea co n husker shredder was brought out of the shed for some old-time 
memories. More than 50 draft horses were hitched up for some plowing demonstrations on Saturday.

Old school farming lives on TURN OFF the television…

TURN ON 
THEIR 
MINDS!

The newspaper is a textbook for life!
Encourage your children to make reading 
the newspaper a part of their everyday 

routine for lifelong learning.

Always local, all the time.
TSteele County 

imes



Part-time waitress wanted, 
flexible hours, some weekday 
and Sat. evenings, no Sundays 
or holidays. Call Harold’s Club, 
Dodge Center at 374-9425. 
 43-45c

B9 | ADVANTAGE | WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 28, 2016

Dodge County 
Independent

Dodge County 
ADvantage

Steele County Times

3-WEEK SPECIAL: $30
BUY TWO WEEKS, GET THE THIRD FREE
UP TO 20 WORDS; 10¢ FOR EACH WORD AFTER

REACH OVER 17,000 IN 
OVER 12 COMMUNITIES

Classifieds
FOR SALE REAL ESTATE AUTO

To place an ad: Call: 507-583-4431, E-mail: bptimes@frontiernet.net, Mail: P.O. Box 247, Blooming Prairie, MN 55917

CDL driver over the road dryer van. 
Driver benefits included. Paid holidays, 
vacation pay, and 401K health plan.

Krueger Trucking
Austin, MN
1-800-634-3317

Fourth Avenue Homes, Inc. (FAHI)
Rochester and Mantorville Locations

We are dedicated to delivering quality care and services 
within our homes. This is where you can come in to help make a 

difference in someone’s life while enjoying the work you do.

FAHI is seeking applicants for full-time and part-time positions. 
Positions require every other weekend. Shifts generally are 

AM (7a-3p), PM (3p-11p) and Overnights (11p-7a). EOE

Please apply online at 
www.divinehouse.org/fourth-ave/ 

then click on the orange 
“Employment” box

For additional information call 
Kayla (320) (507)316-5231

Cleary Building Corp.

MINI STORAGE
New Building

Large Units Now Available

10 x 24....$70.00/month

Weekday hours:
8-12:00 & 1-5 p.m.

Saturday hours:
8-12:00

Excellent Location
At Cleary Building Corp.

702 7th St. Circle SE
Kasson, MN

(507)634-664035
tfc

HELP WANTED
CHS has multiple openings for Seasonal Laborers/Drivers. 

Potential employees must be familiar with farm 
equipment, mechanically inclined and possess a Class A 

or B CDL or a seasonal CDL. Please apply online at: 
www.chsrochester.com/about-us/careers 

42
-4

3c

EOE

If you have any questions contact Chris 
507-259-3031 or stop by the CHS Office 
at 135 West Front St Claremont, MN or 

302 Byron Ave, Byron MN.

401 8TH STREET SE KASSON

COOKS 
SERVERS

BARTENDERS 
DISH WASHERS 

needed. 
No experience 

necessary. 
Apply within.

 

STRONG 
Enough to Lead
Smart 

Enough to Listen
Paid for by Schindler for House - 

Diane Landaas, Treasurer

Schindler for 
State Representative

On the Trail with Gary
A Voice for Economic 

Development, Education, 
and a Transportation Plan

Kasson-Mantorville 
Elementary School is seeking an

EVENING LEAD CUSTODIAN
Applicant must possess or be eligible for 2nd 
class Engineers License. Please complete an 

application on-line at
 www.komets.k12.mn.us 

and include a resume, application letter,  
and reference letters.43

c

needed at Prairie 
Meadows in Kasson. 
Split shift, 11-2 & 4-7,
every other weekend.

Must be 16.

WAITSTAFF

Kasson EOE.

Apply in person. 
Ask for Kabrie.

43
-5

0c

COMPLETE CARS & TRUCKS
We pay up to $100. Pick up available.

AU
TO

S WANTED
Dead

or
Alive

WE 
ACCEPT

USED

McNeilus Auto Parts
507-374-6392

                                     Week of October 9, 2016             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

PART-TIME AIDE 
(Possible room available) Assist female 
quadriplegic. Flexible hours. No experi-
ence necessary - will train. Driver’s license, 
references. St. Paul. Jean 651/690-0645

CDL A DRIVERS 
$7,500 sign-on-bonus. Medical ben-
efi ts on day 1 & earn $65k+ in your 
fi rst year!!! Guaranteed pay. Profi t 
sharing, 401k with company match & 
more! Email mnhr@mclaneco.com
or call Kalen now! 262/504-1617

GENERAL MANAGER: 
Commercial web press/mailing opera-
tion, southeastern South Dakota, sal-
ary negotiable with benefi ts. Send 
resume to Box J, Parkston, SD 57366

DRIVE WITH UBER 
No experience is required, but you’ll 
need a Smartphone. It’s fun and easy. For 
more information, call: 800/912-3649

DONATE YOUR CAR 
truck or boat to Heritage For The 
Blind. Free 3-day vacation, tax de-
ductible, free towing, all paper-
work taken care of 800/439-1735

DO YOU HAVE 
$25,000 or more in your IRA or 
401K? Learn how an Augusta Gold 
IRA can give you an IRA you can 
see, touch & hold. Call 800/480-8909

GOT KNEE PAIN? 
Back Pain? Shoulder Pain? Get a 
pain-relieving brace - little or no 
cost to you. Medicare patients call 
health hotline now! 800/755-6807

DISH NETWORK 
New fl ex pack! Select the channels you 
want. Free installation. Free Stream-
ing. $39.99/24 months. Add internet 
for $14.95 a month. Call 800/297-8706

STOP OVERPAYING 
FOR YOUR PRESCRIPTIONS! 

Save up to 93%! Call our licensed 
Canadian and International phar-
macy service to compare prices and 
get $15.00 off your fi rst prescription 
and free shipping. Call 800/259-1096 

HELP WANTED - DRIVERS

EMPLOYMENT MISCELLANEOUS

MISCELLANEOUS

HELP WANTED

Your ad here! 
One phone call & only $279 to reach a 

statewide audience of 3 million readers!!!
1-800-279-2979

SAVE MONEY!
Call your local newspaper 

or MNA 800-279-2979
to fi nd out how you can save 

money by placing your 
advertisement here!

3 col. x 4 inches

2 col. x 2 inches

2 col. x 8 inches

2 col. x 4 inches

2 col. x 4 inches

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspaper). 
At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to each 
newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. Please 
do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

2x2, 2x4 & 2x8 ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 10/9/2016 South

The University of Minnesota is examining the 
effects of remote health monitoring for people 
with memory loss and their family members. 
Learn more about participating in this free 
study by contacting Professor Joe Gaugler at 
612.626.2485 or gaug0015@umn.edu.

Visit http://eneighborstudy.org to learn more

Are you caring for a 
person with memory 
loss? Would you like 
more help?

A Life-Changing Career

Mayo Clinic has openings for Food Service professionals 
and Cooks to join our team in Rochester, Minnesota. 

Working at Mayo Clinic is making a difference. It’s
providing the highest quality patient care and placing
the needs of patients first. You’ll discover a culture of 
teamwork, professionalism and mutual respect — and 
most importantly, a life-changing career.

We offer competitive starting wages; Food 
Service Workers begin at $15.33 while our 
Cooks start at $18.28. 

Mayo Clinic has been recognized as the best hospital
in the nation for 2016-2017 by U.S. News and World
Report. In addition, Mayo Clinic is ranked No. 1 in more
specialties than any other hospital in the country. Our
multi-disciplinary group practice focuses on providing
high quality, compassionate medical care. We are the
largest integrated, not-for-profit medical group practice
in the world with over 60,000 employees working in
a unique environment that brings together the best in
patient care, groundbreaking research and innovative
medical education.

In 2017, Mayo Food Service in Rochester will transition
to Morrison Healthcare. Details of that transition will be
shared with you throughout this hiring process.

To apply online and learn more, please visit: 
mayocareers.com/MNNewspaper

Food Service 
Professionals

©2016 Mayo Foundation for Medical Education and Research. Post offer/pre-employment 
drug screening is required. Mayo Clinic is an equal opportunity educator and employer 

(including veterans and persons with disabilities).

Be the first to hear about new jobs 
and career-related news from  
Mayo Clinic.

Connect with us!
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high quality, compassionate medical care. We are the
largest integrated, not-for-profit medical group practice
in the world with over 60,000 employees working in
a unique environment that brings together the best in
patient care, groundbreaking research and innovative
medical education.

In 2017, Mayo Food Service in Rochester will transition
to Morrison Healthcare. Details of that transition will be
shared with you throughout this hiring process.

To apply online and learn more, please visit: 
mayocareers.com/MNNewspaper

Food Service 
Professionals

©2016 Mayo Foundation for Medical Education and Research. Post offer/pre-employment 
drug screening is required. Mayo Clinic is an equal opportunity educator and employer 

(including veterans and persons with disabilities).

Be the first to hear about new jobs 
and career-related news from  
Mayo Clinic.

Connect with us!

Page 1 of 2

HELP WANTED- NOW HIR-
ING! FT afternoon caregiver 
position available at Welling-
ton Adult care. Working with 
elderly clients, experience 
preferred but will train. Must 
love elderly people and enjoy 
working in a home setting. Ap-
plicant must be 18 years old, 
have a valid drivers license, 
and pass a background 
check. If interested please 
call Janie or Bill at 507-374-
2198 or 507-319-4821. 31tfc
DO YOU WANT TO BE AN 
OWNER? COURTYYARD 
BY MARRIOTT ROCHES-
TER,MN and TPI HOSPITAL-
ITY are currently looking for 
more OWNERS. IF you are 
outgoing, friendly, hardwork-
ing and like working with peo-
ple the Courtyard by Marriott 
and TPI Hospitality wants you 
to become an OWNER with 
them. TPI Hospitality is the 
largest employee owned hos-
pitality company in the Mid-
west with great benefits and 
great working atmosphere. 
Housekeeping, Night Audit 
Part Time, Prevention Main-
tenance Person and morning/
day time dishwasher positions 
are available. Please stop 
by the Courtyard by Marri-
ott Rochester, MN and fill out 
an application if interested, 
161 13th Ave SW, Roches-
ter, MN 55902 41,42,43c
HELP WANTED: 500 cow 
dairy in SE MN looking for 
FT employee. Duties include 
3-4 weekly shifts in 60 cow 
tie stall barn, daily chores, 
tractor driving, field work and 
occasional parlor shifts. Ex-
perience a benefit, but will 
train a motivated, depend-
able person. Fluent English 
required for this position. Call 
507-259-4096 42,43c,44nc
Help Wanted: Part Time 
Bartender/Waiter/Waitress 
to work flexible hours Mon-
day-Sunday. Will train, must 
be at least 18 yrs. of age. Pick 
up application at 505 Front-
age Rd. NW or send appli-
cation or resume to: Byron 
American Legion P.O. Box 
687 Byron, MN 55920.  40tfc
Taher Food Service, Tri-
ton School District, Look-
ing for a 6th hour server, 
prep and cashier. Call 507-
418-7531, and ask for Bil-
lie, Or stop at school to pick 
up an application. 41-43c 

EMPLOYMENT

Apartments for rent, 1, 2 & 
3 BR, gas & elec. Included. 
507-273-7386. 50-1p, 2tfc
Prime office spaces for rent 
on Main Street, Kasson. High 
traffic location. Call 634-4307 
for more information. 37tfc
Hayfield, 1 br apt, laundry 
on-site, off street parking, 
heat included, must be 62+ 
or handicapped/disabled, 
rent based on income, 
Equal Housing Opportuni-

FOR RENT

FOR SALE
If you or a loved one have 
taken Xarelto and suffered 
any serious side effects, call 
507-573-4430 to speak with 
a lawyer. You may be en-
titled to compensation. tfc
FRIENDSHIP FLOWERS 
$15- 3 Gerbera Daisies in a 
vase. Free Delivery, in town, 
Owatonna. Call for delivery 
507-451-7673. cedarfloralde-
signstudio.com email: cedar-
floral.com The right arrange-
ment for all occasions. 41tfc

SERVICES
HAMM’S WELDING - All 
types, aluminum, stainless 
steel, cast iron, fabrication 
work and repairs. HAMM’S 
WELDING, 528-2524, rural 
Claremont. 9tfc
Dodge County Printing, wed-
ding invitations, bumper stick-
ers, graduation invitations, 
pens, can holders, letter-
heads, envelopes, business 
cards, carbonless forms, 
computer stationary. Ask 
about other items available, 
507-634-2661. 33tfp
Have you taken Invoka-
na and suffered any seri-
ous side effects? Call 507-
573-4551 to speak with a 
lawyer. You may be enti-
tled to compensation. .tfc

WANTED
Crop land to rent. Young 
farmer looking to expand 
existing corn and soybean 
operation in Hayfield and 
surrounding area, call David 
Stanton, 507-951-0915 38tfc
Farm land to cash rent in 
or near Canisteo Town-
ship. Call Wayne Larsen 
at 507-202-3411 39-50c

REAL ESTATE
Picturesque building site. 
19.5 acres, 12 tillable, is or-
ganic, 18663 St. Hwy 30, 
Hayfield, house not liveable, 
call 507-635-5655. 43-45p

GARAGE SALES
Riverside Park, Tuesday 
11-5 through October, Farm-
ers and Artisans Market, Arts 
and crafts, Watkins products, 
baked goods, plants, produce 
and flea market, vendor fee 
$5/wk. 507-635-5554, www.
mantorvilletourism.com 25tfc
63119 140 Ave Claremont. 
Sat. & Sun. 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Es-
tate Sale. Lots of good qual-
ity guy stuff, hunting clothes 
and gear, camping stuff, lots 
of tools, shop equipment, 
Harley bike parts and ac-
cessories, some applianc-
es and household stuff. 43p
1105 8th St. NW, Kas-
son. Fri., 8-5 p.m. & Sat. 
8-2 p.m. Multi-family sale. 
Girls white bedroom furni-

WHEN A NURSING HOME IS NOT 
FOR YOU OR YOUR LOVED ONE... 

Wellington adult care has trained staff who work 24 hrs. a day to provide you 
with services such as prepared meals, medication management, personal 
care such as bathing, dressing and grooming, as well as other activities 
of daily living. All meals are served family style in the dining room. Special 
diets are not a problem. We also arrange transportation to and from medical 
appointments accompanied by staff or family. We supply laundry services, 
and housekeeping. Our home is wheelchair accessible. We have a 1 to 5 staff 
to client ratio. All rooms are private. We serve a variety of clients over the age 
of 55. We are licensed by Dodge County and the State of Minnesota. 

For more information please contact 
Jane Hill @ 507.374.2198 or 507.319.5134 20

tfc

I am honored to represent the people of District 
24B including Rice, Dodge and Steele Counties.

I look forward to seeing you at the  
Steele County Fair, August 12-17.

Stop by the DFL booth to say “Hi”. I would love to see you!

Prepared and paid for by (Patti) Fritz Volunteer Committee
1625 250th Ct. E., Faribault, MN 55021

Patti knows how to 
get things done for 
Minnesota families. 
In the State House, 

she’ll work for us, not 
the special interests. 
She’ll never forget 

where she came from.

•	 Patti	Fritz	has	been	a	tireless	advocate	
for	the	people	of	district	24	B.

•	 Patti	spent	30	years	as	a	nurse	caring	
for	our	families,	friends	and	neighbors.

•	 Patti	is	running	for	the	Minnesota	
House	to	be	a	strong	advocate	for	all	
of	us,	working	hard	to	create	good	
paying	jobs	and	to	help	southern	
Minnesota	thrive!

Prepared and paid for by the Fritz Volunteer Committee,
1625 250th Court E., Faribault MN 55021

www.pattifritz.com
Prepared and paid for by the Fritz Volunteer Committee, 
1625 250th Court E., Faribault MN 55021

ture, girls and boys clothing, 
Barbie doll dream house, 
boys sports gear, board 
games, i-Pod Touch, holi-
day decor, Whirlpool micro-
wave hood, other house-
hold and misc. items. 43p
1643 th St NW, Thurs. & Fri. 
8-5 p.m. Byron Semi-Annu-
al Multi-Family, Halloween 
costumes, decorations (all 
seasons), furniture, misc. 
household, clothing- boys 4T 
& ladies/girls 10/12, mens X 
-Small to XXL. *FREE TOP-
PER off 1992 Ford F-150. 43p   

ty, Call 507-477-2316 42tfc
Blood Clot patients, if you 
have experienced any serious 
problems with an IVC filter, 
call 507-201-8964 to speak 
with a lawyer. You may be 
entitled to compensation. tfc
DODGE CENTER, one bed-
room apt. in tri-plex, water, 
heat, stove and refrigerator 
furnished, non smokers, no 
pets, $550 deposit and $550 
rent. 507-374-6747 41tfc
IMMEDIATE OPENINGS! 1 
bd in Mantorville & 2 bd in 
Claremont & Kasson, rent 
based on income! Month to 
month leases and deposit 
payment plans, 507-398-
6027 or 507-451-8524 www.
lifestyleinc.net tdd 507-
451-0704, Equal Housing 
Opportunity. 42,43c,44nc
Large 1 BR senior apt. 55+ 
Dodge Center, clean quiet 
building, utilities paid except 
telephone, cable & internet, 
call Jim 952-334-8369. 42-44c

KASSON, 1 br apt, laundry 
on-site, off street parking, 
heat included, must be 62+ 
or handicapped/disabled, 
rent based on income, 
equal housing opportuni-
ty, call 507-634-4188. 42tfc
For Rent- Great Western 
Apartments, Hayfield, 2 bed-
room apartment, first floor, 
includes utilities, laundry 
on site, available immedi-
ately, call (507) 796-0152 
or (701) 330-9788. 43tfc
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CollisionCar Wash

Blooming Prairie

Our low prices and great 
service says it all 

GT Car Wash
Contact Gary Trom at:

507-583-7117 • 507-456-2957

Contact Gary Trom at:
507-583-7117 • 507-456-2957

Farm

Farms 

& 
Mike 
Jeff 
Custom 

MJC Farms, LLC 
13324 89th Ave SE 
Blooming Prairie, MN   
55917 
Fax  507-572-1337 

Mike Ingvalson  507-456-1436 
mikeingvalson@hotmail.com 

  

We offer: 
Seed 
Chemical 
Fertilizer 
Custom Farming 
Crop Scouting 

High Yields Start Here 

Jeff Ingvalson  507-456-1439 
jeffingvalson@hotmail.com 

Pets

Larry & Donna Bennett
4151 N. County Rd. 45
Owatonna, MN 55060
(507) 451-2203 Cell: 507-456-3562

Bennett’s
Pet Haven
Cemetery, Inc.

“Professional Cremation and Burial Services for your loving pet”
Shorty & Sue Schroht

857 Mosher Ave.
Owatonna, MN 55060

(507) 455-3204

STEELE COUNTY TIMES PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY

Tires

Mike’s  REPAIR
507-455-0388

Fax: 507-455-0486
After Hours: 507-455-0483

Tire Service
AG & Heavy Truck 

Complete Truck Parts and Service Mike Hartle
     Owner

870 32 Ave. NW
Owatonna, MN 55060

Truck Accessories
The lightest, most 
durable, longest 

lasting truck fenders, 
bracket kits, and truck 

accessories in the 
trucking industry.

Minimizer.com • 800-248-3855 • Blooming Prairie

Minimizer.com • 800-248-3855 • Blooming Prairie

Lawn Care

FREE 
ESTIMATES

Now FeaturiNg: CONCRETE SIDEWALKS, 
DRIVEWAYS, AND PATIOS
New & Replacement
VETERAN OWNED AND OPERATED
Fully licensed, bonded and insured

WWW.PATRIOTCUSTOMSERVICS.COM
507-334-2043 • 17965 Eiler Avenue Faribault

ONE CALL DOES IT ALL 
PATRIOT CUSTOM 

SERVICES INC.

FREE 
ESTIMATES

LOT SWEEPING AND 
POTHOLE PATCHING 
VETERAN OWNED AND OPERATED
Fully licensed, bonded and insured

WWW.PATRIOTCUSTOMSERVICS.COM
507-334-2043 • 17965 Eiler Avenue Faribault

ONE CALL DOES IT ALL 
PATRIOT CUSTOM 

SERVICES INC.

FREE 
ESTIMATES

FULL COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL ROOFING AND REPAIR
FLAT, TAR, RUBBER, 
AND SHINGLES 
VETERAN OWNED AND OPERATED
Fully licensed, bonded and insured

WWW.PATRIOTCUSTOMSERVICS.COM
507-334-2043 • 17965 Eiler Avenue Faribault

ONE CALL DOES IT ALL 
PATRIOT CUSTOM 

SERVICES INC.

Now FeaturiNg: COMPLETE LAWN & LANDSCAPING:
• TREE PRUNING AND REMOVAL
• CLEAN UP/ HAULING DEBRIS
• GRAVEL HAULING
• DRIVEWAY LEVELING 
• BLACK DIRT

VETERAN OWNED AND OPERATED
WWW.PATRIOTCUSTOMSERVICS.COM

507-334-2043 • 17965 Eiler Avenue Faribault

FREE ESTIMATES

ONE CALL DOES IT ALL 
PATRIOT CUSTOM 

SERVICES INC.

Fully licensed, bonded and insured

Excavating

Electrical

Owatonna, MN • 507.413.0654

CARS + BOATS + MOTORCYCLES + COMMERCIAL TRAILERS
Auto Detailing Professionals LLC

OPEN Mon - Sat 8a - 7p Appointment Required

Insurance

We’re a locally owned independent insurance agency. 
We offer free, fast quotes.

325 N Cedar Ave, Owatonna, Mn

www.help ingyouinsure .com
507.451.0539   | service@helpingyouinsure.com

 

AUTO•HOME•HEALTH•LIFE•BUSINESS

Sanitation & Recycling

Collision
THE ONLY AREA SHOP certified to work 
 on the 2015 Ford Aluminum F150

Collision

Or Toll Free 1-888-451-0976 • P.O. Box 321 • Owatonna
email: info@stewartsanitation.com

Locally Family Owned  
and Operated Since 1994

Your Local Choice!
When you have had it with the Large Corporate 

Companies, We offer you a friendly Small town way  
of doing business. Unlike our World Wide 

Competitors who rely on a contract to ensure your 
patronage, we earn it the old fashioned way!

507-451-0976

Auto Detailing

“Be more concerned with your 
character than your reputation, 

because your character is 
what you really are, 

while your reputation is merely 
what others think you are”

-Rick Wooden

(    507-451-3813
*  rgnemi@outlook.com
b   rickgnemiforsteelecountycommissioner.com

(

Prepared and paid for by Rick Gnemi for 
Steele County Commissioner - 3rd District 
- 404 S Cedar Ave, Owatonna MN 55060

Steele County Commissioner - 3rd District
A Vote for Common Sense Spending, Controlled Budgets & Reasonable Taxes! 

Congats 
on the crown!

583 - 2296 Blooming Prairie

By HOWARD LESTRUD 
Staff Writer

Many lutefisk fans are 
getting their taste buds ready 
for the annual First Lutheran 
Church of Blooming Prairie 
Lutefisk dinner on Tuesday, 
Oct. 18, at the church.

The menu will include:
•Lutefisk and lefse
•Swedish meatballs
•Mashed potatoes and gravy
• Buttered corn
• Cranberry salad

•Norwegian pastries
•Coffee and milk
Cost is $18 for adults, $8 

for children (ages 5-12) and 
children under 5 are free.

Serving times are from 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m. (walk-in); 5:30 
p.m.; 6:30 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. 
Ticket sales are in advance for 
the evening sessions. 

Tickets will be sold all 
morning for the 11 a.m. 
seating.

Carryout is by reservation 
only. Other special features at 
the dinner include a Used-A-
Bit Shop, and a General Store, 

Ooofda at the lutefisk dinner

which will feature crafts and 
quilts.

Ruth Earl is chairwoman of 
the annual dinner project. 

Staff photo by Howard Lestrud

It takes an entire church to make the annual First Lutheran Church of Blooming Prairie a success, 
says chairwoman Ruth Earl. Here, three women of the church put sugar on newly made rosettees. 
Shown from left to right are: Marilyn Witzel, Naomi Erickson and Vikki Wacek. 

Congratulations!
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2016   Blooming Prairie
Homecoming King & Queen

O

O

O

Leah Shiefert & Ben Smith
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Four-point 
stance

FootballFrenzy

Home sweet home

Staff Photo by Seth Bedenbaugh-DeLap

 Medford wide receiver Tye Devoe (85) waits for the snap as Blossoms linebacker Max Romeo (2) sits in coverage last Friday. Blooming Prairie won their homecoming 
game 54-29, making it five straight wins. For complete esults on the game, go to page 3D. 

Staff Photo by Josh Zimmer

 Owatonna defenisve back Jason Williamson (22) breaks up a pass from Spartan wide receiver Malik Franklin (14) early in the first quarter of last riday’s action. 
Powered by Williamson’s 79-yard kickoff eturn for a touchdown, the Huskies beat the Spartans 42-21. For complete results, go to page 2D. 

Vikings 
recaps

Well folks, what a two weeks 
it has been for the Vikings. 
On Monday Night Football 
last week, it was a continued 
display of the defense’s quest to 
be one of the best defenses ever 
and this week, Brock Osweiler 
and the Texans offense. 

With two games to review-
one of which I had the pleasure 
of being in attendance for- I 
will give you two main points 
from each game that stood out 
to me. So don’t be surprised if I 
happen to mention the defense 
in each of the two games. 
Spoiler alert, they are a few of 
my talking points. 

Vikings 24, Giants 10
Being in attendance for my 

first Vikings game inside the 
breath-taking new stadium was 
simply jaw-dropping. Thanks to 
a good friend of mine, we were 
set up with great seats, having 
a perfect view for all the action 
all while food and beverages 
were catered. 

The start of the game always 
gives me chills, going back to 
my playing days. However, get-
ting a chance to see ESPN’s and 
former Vikings’ great Randy 
Moss blow the Gjallarhorn 
horn, something that resonates 
through every Vikings fans was 
awesome. I watched Moss-who 
in my opinion is the greatest of 
all time- play when I first fell 
in love with the team. I remem-
ber having all of his jerseys, 
making sure I had a new one 
for every season. It was one of 
my most memorable Viking 
memories-to include talking to 
Adrian Peterson-in my young 
life.  

Now onto my thoughts from 
the Monday night beat down. 
The Giants came to US Bank 
Stadium looking for redemption 
after the 30-point blowout they 
suffered in week 16 in Minne-
sota last season. One key factor 
in this year’s game was the star 
wide receiver Odell Beckham 
Jr., managed to keep his attitude 
in check enough to not be 
suspended-unlike the fiasco that 
took place last season. 

Rhodes Closed 
A player like Beckham Jr. 

would strike fear into any 
Vikings fan, mostly because of 
the inconsistency the team has 
had at the cornerback position 
the last decade. In fact, in the 
20-plus years I’ve been a fan, 
I believe the last time the Vi-
kings had a strong and capable 
secondary was back in the late 
2000’s, when Antoine Winfield 
was in purple. 

That being said, making his 
first appearance since mi-
nor knee surgery was Xavier 
Rhodes. In the previous three 
games, second year cornerback 
Trae Waynes was the starter. 
Boy, it is sure nice when Mike 
Zimmer gets his 6-foot-1-inch 
corner back in the lineup. 

The fourth year corner out 
of Florida State erased any 
chances of OBJ having a huge 
night. On 12 targets, the fastest 
receiver to a 1,000 yards receiv-
ing in the history of the NFL 
was limited to just 3 receptions 
for 23 yards. 

This past Sunday against 

STANCE
Continued on page 6D



By JOSH ZIMMER 
Sports Editor

A win always counts as a 
win no matter how it happened. 
Owatonna’s game Friday night 
at OHS stadium is a prime ex-
ample of that. 

On a sloppy surface Friday 
night, the Owatonna Huskies 
managed to pick up a big win 
in the Big Southeast -Red divi-
sion with a 42-21 win over the 
Rochester Mayo Spartans. Head 
coach Jeff Williams applauded 
the effort by the defense. 

“I was pleased by our run de-
fense. I was pleased with what 
we looked like up front and 
our linebackers. I thought we 
handled the edges well and by 
and large, we handled the pass 
well until the fourth quarter,” he 
added. 

After exchanging stalled 
drives on their first two posses-
sions, the Spartans showed their 
big play ability. After receiving 
a Huskies punt on the 50-yard 
line, Mayo quarterback Trajan 
Grimsrud connected on a 50-
yard catch-and-run with Caleb 
Marris, giving the Spartans a 
quick 7-0 lead. 

Not to be outdone, Hus-
kies quarterback Abe Havelka 
connected with Alex Raichle 
on a 44-yard strike to bring 
Owatonna just yards out of the 
Spartans red zone. After a pair 
of Jason Williamson rushes and 
a 17-yard catch out of the back-
field, Havelka connected with 
Noah Budach on a quick bubble 
off the right side to tie the score 
at 7-7. 

With just seconds remaining 
in the first quarter, the Spar-
tans were forced to punt after a 
Grimsrud pass sailed just high of 
his intended receiver. The ensu-
ing punt traveled roughly twenty 
yards, giving the Huskies prime 
position to strike again. 

After an incomplete Havelka 
pass, Huskies kicker Aiden 
Buryska trotted on to attempt a 
30-yard field goal. The attempt 
was good however; a roughing 
the kicker penalty not only nul-
lified the attempt, but also gave 
the Huskies new life inside the 
Spartans 10-yard line. From 

there, Havelka scampered in for 
the second score of the game, 
extending the lead to 14-7. 

A fumble on the ensuing 
kickoff had the Spartans of-
fense backed up deep in their 
own zone. The Huskies smelled 
blood in the water. Just one play 
after stopping Mayo running 
back Ray Motley for a loss of 
three yards, Grimsrud’s pass 
was intercepted by Raichle, set-
ting up yet another prime scor-
ing opportunity. 

Despite a pair of penalties, 
Havelka led the Huskies on an 
8-play, 30-yard drive that was 
capped by Budach’s second 
touchdown reception of the 
night. The junior finished with 
five receptions for 45 yards and 
two scores. 

Going into the half with a 
21-7 lead and the momentum 
from a goal line stand to end the 
first half, the Huskies were still 
searching for a chance to open 
the floodgates. 

They wouldn’t have to wait 
long as Jay Sullivan-who re-
turned a kickoff at the start of 
the second half last week- re-
ceived the opening kick of the 
half only to hand it to a waiting 
Williamson. The star sophomore 
then made his way across the 
field and down the Spartan side-
line on his way to a 79-yard kick 
off return for a touchdown. 

With the defense forcing yet 
another quick three and out, 
Havelka led another efficient 
7-play, 26 yard scoring drive 
that was capped by the junior’s 
third touchdown pass of the 
night to Raichle. Havelka fin-
ished with 166 yards passing 
and two scores, while Raichle 
grabbed 4 catches for 86 yards. 

Mid-way through the third 
quarter, the Huskies added their 
final score of the contest when 
Griffin Thorn rumbled into the 
end zone from 12 yards out, ex-
tending the Huskies lead to 42-7.

Defensively, the Huskies con-
tinue to build on their strong 
homecoming performance. In 
fact, through three quarters, 
Defensive Coordinator Marc 
Achterkirch’s unit allowed 88 
yards passing on eight attempts 
and allowed three different ball 

carriers a total of 79 yards rush-
ing. The unit also registered 
three total turnovers and a pair 
of sacks from Journey Peterson 
and Chandler Buckhalter. 

In the fourth quarter, the 
Spartans attempted to mount 
a comeback. On the ensuing 
kickoff, Mayo marched down 
the field 80 yards with an equal 
dose of Motley on the ground, 
and junior wide receiver Malik 
Franklin through the air. The 
drive was capped by a one-yard 
plunge from Motley. 

Just minutes later after a Hus-
kies punt, the Spartans were 
again marching down the field. 
A questionable pass inference 
penalty gave Mayo great field 
position deep in Huskies’ territo-
ry. Just one play later, Grimsrud 
found Franklin from 21 yards 
out to cut the deficit to 42-21. 

Another stalled Huskies drive 
gave the Spartans a glimmer of 
hope to make things interesting 
with just minutes left to play. 
That was until Raichle stepped 
in front of a Grimsrud pass and 
recorded his second interception 
of the night. The Huskies would 
run out the clock. 

In preparation for this week’s 
matchup at New Prague, coach 
Williams said the focus will be 
to get healthy and continuing to 
develop depth. 

“First thing we’re gonna do is 
make sure we’re healthy because 
this was a hard hitting football 
game and obviously we have to 
continue to develop depth. We 
got to feel comfortable with get-
ting some kids off the field and 
getting other kids on,” he said. 

Owatonna is on the road to 
face New Prague Friday. 

Scoring summary 
FIRST QUARTER
M— Israel Lozoya 50 pass 

from Trajan Grimsrud (kick 
good), 5:16

O—Noah 3 pass from Abe 
Havelka (Aidan Buryska kick), 
3:16

SECOND QUARTER
O—Havelka 3 run (Buryska 

kick), 6:45
O—Budach 10 pass from 

Havelka (Buryska kick), 3:45
THIRD QUARTER

O—Jason Williamson 79 kick 
return (Buryska kick), 11:45

O—Alex Raichle 15 pass from 
Havelka (Buryska kick), 8:34

O—Griffin Thorn 12 run 
(Buryska kick), :50

FOURTH QUARTER
M—Ray Motley 2 run (kick 

good), 9:50
M—Malik Franklin 21 pass 

from Grimsrud (kick good), 7:28

Team stats
Passing: O 166, RM 182
Rushing: O 122, RM 114
Total offense: O 288, RM 296
Turnovers: O 2, RM 3

Huskies stats leaders
Passing: Havelka- 10 for 24, 166 
yards, 3 TD’s, 2 INT’s
Rushing: Williamson- 25 carries, 

86 yards; Mitch Weise- 2 carries, 
2 yards; Zach Mensink- 2 carries, 
-5 yards; Havelka- 3 carries, 3 
yards, TD; Thorn- 7 carries, 33 
yards, TD.
Receiving: Budach- 5 receptions, 
45 yards, 2 TD’s; Raichle- 4 re-
ceptions, 86 yards, TD; William-
son- 1 reception, 17 yards; Men-
sink- 1 reception, 18 yards. 
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Owatonna

A great golf destination 
     to play, relax and enjoy!

Brooktree Golf Course, 
 an 18-hole championship golf course featuring:

phone: 444-2467

Huskies pounce on Spartans

Staff photos by Josh Zimmer

Huskies quarterback Abe Havelka (3) attempts to pass as offensi e lineman Kadyn Mulert (78) wards off a rush f om Spartans defensive end Craig Bashore (56) in the second quarter of Owatonna’s 42-
21 win over Rochester Mayo Friday. The junior quarterback threw three touchdowns passes, all in the first half. Right: Senior capt in and safety Brett Solie (11) attempts to tackle Mayo running back Ray 
Motley late in the first quarte . Bottom right: Huskies outside linebacker Journey Peterson (56) tackles Ray Motley in the second half of Owatonna’s win against Rochester Mayo. 
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Steele County Commissioner
3RD DISTRICT

RICK GNEMI
A Vote for Common Sense Spending, Controlled Budgets & Reasonable Taxes! 

(    507-451-3813
 *   rgnemi@outlook.com
b    rickgnemiforsteelecountycommissioner.com

(

Prepared and paid for by Rick Gnemi 
for Steele County Commissioner - 3rd District

404 S Cedar Ave, Owatonna MN 55060

“Be more concerned with your 
character than your reputation, 

because your character is 
what you really are, 

while your reputation is merely 
what others think you are”

-Rick Wooden

By LEMAR NELSON 
Staff Sports Writer

Almost a thousand yards of 
offense between the two teams 
meant for a high-scoring con-
test.

The Awesome Blossoms got 
the better of it in a 54-29 home-
coming victory over visiting 
Medford  The game on McFar-
lin field pleased a large home-
coming crowd Friday, Oct, 7, 
to climax a week-long litany of 
activities to celebrate that an-
nual event.

Counting a forfeit win a week 
ago, the Medford win moved the 
Blossoms to a 5-1 record, with 
two games left in the regular 
season. 

 The team travels to United 
South Central this Friday for an-
other district game.  A win there 
would set up another contest 
against rival Kenyon-Wanamin-
go.

The Blossoms piled up 379 
yards on the ground and 222 
yards in the air for 601 total 
yards. 

 That figure counteracted Med-
ford’s aerial circus orchestrated 
by quarterback Javis VonRuden, 
who threw 38 passes in the game 
and connected with three differ-
ent receivers 17 times.  

The Tiger ground game netted 
only 70 yards all night, however, 
and that would mean the differ-
ence.  Three Blossom intercep-
tions blunted the Medford attack 
as well.

Leading the charge for BP, 
Max Romeo had a monstrous 
game, rushing for 164 yards and 
catching 4 passes for 114 yards.  

Quarterback Seth Peterson 
went 12 for 22 and three touch-
downs, but as he commented 
after the game, “I didn’t have 
to do so much tonight, because 
our running game operated so 
smoothly.  The line did a great 
job tonight opening holes for the 
runners.”

A 37-yard kickoff return from 

Lucas Noble to open the action 
set the Blossoms up, and they 
needed just five plays to score 
the touchdown.  Noble ran 15 
yards to the Medford 35, and 
Peterson and Romeo advanced 
the ball to the 26.  

On fourth down, Peterson   
rambled 26 yards on a keeper 
for the score, and Brad Staska 
kicked the first of six conversion 
kicks (out of seven attempts).

 BP made a big play on the 
Tigers’ next possession when 
a quarterback sneak by Von 
Ruden was stopped cold by the 
middle of the defensive front.  

Five plays later the Blossoms 
struck again, this time on Ro-
meo’s 2-yard burst, with a little 
over five minutes left in the half.  

With 1:18 left in the quarter 
the locals scored touchdown 
number three on a  4-yard pass 
to Payton Simon and a 20-0 
lead. In the second quarter, BP 
scored again on a 12-yard toss to 
Gabe Hagen.   

Before the quarter ended, 
however, Medford counted two 
touchdowns.  Von Ruden passed 
10 yards to Tye Devoe for the 
first one, with a two-point con-
version, and Von Ruden found 
Nate Meixner for 9 yards just 
before the half.  

The scoreboard then failed, 
and the rest of the game was 
played with official time kept on 
the field.

A fumble on the second half 
kickoff gave the Blossoms the 
ball on the Medford 30, and No-
ble and Peterson rushed the ball 
to the three.  

There,Peterson found Ben 
Smith for three yards and the 
touchdown and a 34-14 edge.  
Later in the quarter, Peterson 
connected with Connor Getchell 
for 30 yards. 

Getchell then scored the 
touchdown from 14 yards out, 
and the margin upped to 41-14.  
A Von Ruden run of 5 yards cut 
the margin to 41-22.  

 A 23-yard pass from Peter-
son to Romeo counted an early 

fourth quarter touchdown, and 
Von Ruden engineered one last 
touchdown for the Tigers .  Alec 
Baldwin put a little icing on 
the victory cake with  16-yard 
sweep with less than two min-
utes left in the game.

“We wanted to establish the 
passing game early,” remarked 
Coach Chad Gimbel.   “We did 
a lot of good things tonight, but 
we still made many mistakes 
and way too many penalties.  

“We had two personal fouls 
and a facemask penalty on Med-
ford’s first drive, but, fortunate-

ly, we were able to stop the drive 
at the end. 

“Our three pass interceptions 
helped, as Von Ruden is an ex-
cellent passer and fit the ball in 
several times.” 

The rush defense played great 
for the game, with Wyatt Grund-
meier, Getchell, and Payton Si-
mon making 8, 7, and 6 tackles.  

The pass defense will definite-
ly have to improve, however, as 
the Tigers gained almost 400 
yards through the air. The inter-
cepted passes did slow the Med-
ford passing game a little.

BP         20   7  14  13   54
Medford  0 14    7    8   29

Team Statistics
Passing: BP 222, M 398
Rushing: BP 374, M 70
Total offense: BP 596, 468
Turnovers: BP 0, M 3

Individual Stats
Blooming Prairie 

Rushing: Romeo 132 yards, 
Getchell 53 yards. 
Passing   222 yards- Seth Peter-
son 12 for 22.

Receiving – Romeo 4 for 114 
yards

Medford 
Passing: VonRuden- 19 for 38, 

388 yards, 3 TD’s, 3 INT’s; Mar-
cus DeLeon- 0 for 1. 

Rushing: Nate Meixner- 4 car-
ries, 10 yards; DeLeon- 15 car-
ries, 60 yards, TD

Receiving: DeVoe- 10 recep-
tions, 179 yards, TD; Meixner- 4 
receptions, 69 yards, TD; Alex 
Gengler- 2 receptions, 30 yards; 
DeLeon- 2 receptions, 70 yards, 
TD; Carter Aldrich- reception, 40 
yards. 

Blossoms tame Tigers

Staff photos by Seth Bedenbaugh-DeLap

Top: Blossoms wide receiver Ben Smith (7) awaits the snap before running his route against the TIgers defense on Friday. Blooming Prairie defeated Medford 54-29, gaining 596 yards of total offense in
the win. Bottom: Blossoms running back Max Romeo (2) talks things over with BP coach Matt Kittleson.

Blossoms offense explodes in fifth straight win
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Medford at Blooming Prairie

Staff photos by Seth Bedenbaugh-DeLap

Top: Blossoms quarterback Seth Peterson (12) , flanked by runnin  back Max Romeo (2) looks over to the sidelines while Colin Lerum (13) awaits the snap late in the second half Friday night. Blooming 
Prarie exploded for 596 yards of total offense in the win. Middle: The Blossoms defense ta ks in a huddle during a timeout. Bottom:  Medford wide receiver Tye Devoe (85) waits to run his route while the 
Tigers offense is on the field. The Medf d receiver finished with 179 ya ds and a touchdown. 



By JOSH ZIMMER
Sports Editor

The homecoming football 
game is one of the most antici-
pated events out of all the fes-
tivities. The students and the 
city all come out to support 
their hometown under the bright 
lights of Friday night.

 The Blossoms cross country 
team, however, have a way that 
not only brings recognition to 
the hard work their team rou-
tinely puts in, but is a way for 
them to show their support to 

their school’s team as well. 
Started during homecoming 

week in 2008, the Blooming 
Prairie cross country team have 
been participating in a “home-
coming run.” The homecoming 
run always starts where the op-
posing team’s town is, brining 
the game ball that will be used 
for the night’s contest along with 
it. This season, the team started 
thier journey in Medford, as the 
Blossoms had a date set with the 
Tigers Friday. 

Head coach John Bruns said 
that every year of the race is al-
ways an early morning. 

“We all left BPHS at 9:30 a.m. 
this year and arrived at Medford 
High School at about 10 a.m. 
This is only about 26 miles, so 
we knew we could do it under 
four hours and still make it to 
the Pepfest at 2:00 p.m. at the 
school,” he added. 

During the nine years of the 
event, the team has ran from 
Medford three times. Bruns also 
mentioned that the team doesnt 
all run at once but as a group of 
a few (one to three people) at a 
time. This concept allows the 
team fresh legs after a few miles. 
The teams average about eight 

to ten miles an hour, depending 
on the wind, weather and the ter-
rain they have to cover.  

Over the years-aside from 
three seperate trips from 
Medford- the team has trav-
eled from St. Clair, Mankato-
Loyola and United South Cen-
tral mulitple times. As for the 
longest trek, Bruns said that 
it’s a close one. 

“Loyola is the farhest at 
about 60 miles, but St. Clair 
and USC are close at about 
50 miles. When we travel to 
those schools we usually send 
a group out around 4:30 a.m. to 

get started,” he said. 
Once the final grouping of 

runners reach the mile mark 
from city limits, the team 
comes together and runs into 
town as one team. Something 
that may seem small but really 
resonates to the “One team, 
One school, One town” mantra 
that many high schools credit 
as a code. 

Upon completing the run, 
Bruns said that this event is 
something special for the team. 

“They love this event. It 
is always something the kids 
look forward to and is great 

bonding time for them. We 
almost had to cancel one year 
because it was cold and rainy, 
but they wouldn’t allow it to 
happen. That year we ran from 
St. Clair. It was in the low 
forty’s and rained almost the 
whole way. They still had a 
blast,” he added. 

While it’s tough to put any 
weight behind it, the game ball 
delivered by the cross country 
team was in favor of the Awe-
some Blossoms Friday night as 
they thumped the Tigers to cap 
another memorable homecom-
ing week. 
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Staff photos by Josh Zimmer

Top: Members of the Blooming Prairie cross country team run on 84th avenue toward Blooming Prairie High School with the game ball for Friday night’s homecoming football game. The team led by 
head coach John Bruns, completed the 26-mile trek from Medford High School in under four hours. 

Blossoms homecoming run

BP cross country team travels from Medford with game ball 

Staff photos by Josh Zimmer

 (from left to right): Senior cross country members Quentin Kubista, Elijah Baker, Evan Doerhoefer, Alison Pryor celebrate in front of 
Blooming Prairie High School after completing another succesful homecoming run. The members of the Blooming Prairie cross country 
team ran 26 miles from Medford High School to deliver the game ball. 

Staff photo by Josh Zimmer

Jordyn Sanchez (left) and Gustaof Ogren (right) run down the 
side of US Highway 218 near Bixby, as they make their way 
back to Blooming Prairie with the game ball. The two runners 
ran roughly a mile and a half before switching groups. 
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43rd Street Pub & Grill 
is open for breakfast, lunch and dinner 

Open 6 a.m. - 11 p.m.
Features American cuisine ranging from 

hand-cut Certified Hereford Beef ribeyes & New York 
Strips, pasta, pizza, sandwiches, appetizers & desserts

Owatonna507.446.8900 2365 43rd St NW

					     Div.      Overall	
	   
Maple River				    5-0-0	 5-1-0
Mayer Lutheran				    5-1-0	 5-1-0
NRHEG					     5-1-0	 5-1-0
Norwood-Young America			   3-2-0	 3-3-0
Lester Prairie/Holy Trinity			   2-3-0	 3-3-0
Waterville-Elysian-Morristown			  2-3-0	 3-3-0
Sibley East 				    2-3-0	 2-4-0
Lake Crystal-Wellcome Memorial		  1-4-0	 2-4-0
LeSeur-Henderson				    1-4-0	 1-5-0
Gibbon-Fairfax-Winthrop			   0-5-0	 0-6-0

			 
					     Div.      Overall	
	   
Blooming Prairie				    5-0-0	 5-1 -0
Kenyon-Wanamingo			   5-0-0	 5-1-0
Janesville-Waldorf-Pemberton		  4-1-0	 2-4-0
Bethlehem Academy			   2-3-0	 2-4-0
St. Clair 					     2-3-0	 2-4-0
United South Central			   1-4-0	 2-4-0
Medford 					     1-4-0	 1-5-0
Mankato Loyola				    0-5-0	 0-6-0

					     Div.      Overall	
	   
Owatonna 				    3-0-0	 4-2-0
Northfield 				    2-1-0	 4-2-0
Rochester Mayo  				    2-1-0	 2-2-0
Rochester Century  				   1-2-0	 2-4-0
Rochester John Marshall			   1-2-0	 2-4-0
New Prague				    0-3-0	 1-5-0

Mid Southwest-West

South Central-Blue

Big Southeast-Red

Football State Rankings
Class 1A
1. Minneota
2. Minneapolis North
3. Rushford-Peterson
4. BOLD
5. Hinckley-Fintayson

*Receiving votes: 
Fillmore Central
Wabasso

Class 2A
1. Caledonia
2. Barnesville
3. Redwood Valley
4. Pilager
5. Eden Valley-Watkins

*Receiving votes: 
Maple Lake
Hawley

Class 5A
1. Elk River
2. Spring Lake Park
3. Mahtomedi
4.Chanhassen
5. Mankato West
 
*Receiving votes: 
Alexandria, 
St. Michael-Alb.

Steele County Football Schedule
Blooming Prairie
Sept. 2... at Rushford-Peterson 
L 26-6
Sept. 9... vs. Bethlehem Academy 
W 32-0
Sept. 16... at St. Clair W 34-16
Sept. 23... vs. J-W-P W 12-8
Sept. 30... at Mankato Loyola W 
2-0 (*Won by forfeit)
Oct. 7... vs. Medford W 54-29
Oct. 14... at United South Central
Oct. 19... vs.Kenyon Wanamingo
Medford
Sept. 2… at Lewiston-Altura L 
41-0
Sept. 9... at JWP L 32-25
Sept. 16…vs. Mankato Loyola W 
44-0
Sept. 23… vs. Bethlehem 
Academy L 24-21
Sept. 30… vs.  Kenyon 
Wanamingo L 47-0
Oct. 7... at Blooming Prairie L 
54-29
Oct. 14... vs. St. Clair
Oct. 19... vs. United South Central

NRHEG
Sept. 2… vs. Mayer Lutheran L 
36-13
Sept. 9... at Lester Prairie W 39-31
Sept. 16… vs. WEM W 30-22
Sept. 23… at G-F-W W 58-8
Sept. 30… vs. Sibley East W 
38-29
Oct. 7... at LeSueur-Henderson 
W 14-11
Oct. 14…. vs Lake Crystal-WM
Oct. 19... at Maple River

Owatonna
Sept. 2... vs. Mankato West L 
34-19
Sept. 9... vs. Rochester JM W 
26-7
Sept. 16... at Fairbault L 21-10
Sept. 23... at Northfield W 21-3
Sept. 30... vs. Austin W 49-18
Oct. 7... Rochester Mayo W 42-21
Oct. 14... at New Prague
Oct. 19... at Rochester Century

*Source: Northstarfootball.com

With NRHEG being the last 
team in Steele County to host 
homecoming, the Panthers look 
to make the county 3-1 in home-
coming games. 

Owatonna
After a big win, the Huskies 

are now soley in first place of 
the Big Southeast-Red Division. 

This week the Huskies travel 
to New Prague to face the Tro-
jans. New Prague (1-5) is com-
ing off a 32-0 loss to Rochester 
Century.  
NRHEG

The Panthers host Lake Crys-
tal-Wellcome Memorial. 

NRHEG is 5-1 on the year 
while LCWM is 2-4. 

The Knights are coming off a 
57-12 loss to Maple River. 

Medford
The Tigers fell to BP 54-29, 

falling to 1-5 on the year. This 
week they are hosting St. Clair. 
The Cyclones (2-4) are coming 
off a 39-0 win over Loyola.  

BP
Increasing their record to 5-1, 

the Blossoms face United South 
Central. The Rebels (2-4) are 
coming off a 47-15 loss to Ken-
yon-Wanamingo. 

Prep Preview

Staff photo by Josh Zimmer

Owatonna’s Abe Havelka (3) releases as he is hit by a Spartan 
defender on Friday as Nathan Deason (54) continues to look for 
someone to block. 

From kicking to throwing

Panthers edge Giants

Houston, Rhodes locked down 
DeAndre Hopkins, limited the 
receiver to four catches when 
covered by the lengthy corner. 

Flash is back
After a strong rookie season 

that the raw, but yet explosive 
receiver from Tennessee ac-
counted for 2,020 all-purpose 
yards and nine total touch-
downs, the former first round
pick has been somewhat of a 
disappointment. However, this 
season we are seeing a new and 
improved Cordarrelle Patter-
son. 

Spending the previous four 
years solely on the return teams 
for the special teams units, it 
has appeared that Patterson has 
swallowed a bit of his pride 
and has fully engulfed his new 
role… and it’s really paying 
off. 

After making a big tackle on 
the punt return unit against the 
Carolina Panthers, the receiver 
caused a fumble on his first
snap of Monday Night Foot-
ball, giving the Vikings prime 
field position to add the game s 
first points.

The hard work displayed on 
the coverage units is giving 
Zimmer a newfound trust in the 
highly talented receiver. Seeing 
some of his first legitimate
offensive snaps in week four, 
Patterson made the most of his 
opportunities. 

The first time he touched
the ball was on a great bubble 
screen called by Offensive 
Coordinator Norv Turner. After 
receiving two great blocks 
by Adam Thielen and Stefon 
Diggs, the 6-foot-2-inch receiv-
er took it around the right end 
for a gain of 21 yards. While 

he was proving to be effective 
on the edges at receiver, he was 
used primarily as a decoy in the 
backfield when Turner ran the 
“wildcat” formation with McK-
innon running some zone-read 
plays out of the shotgun.  

In the 25 offensive snaps he 
received, Patterson finished the
contest with 5 receptions for 38 
yards. 

Against the Texans, the for-
mer Volunteer snagged four of 
his six targets for 39 yards and 
his first touchdown of the 2016
season. 

Vikings 31, Texans 13
In the first noon kick o f 

game at US bank Stadium, the 
Vikings defense asserted itself 
as being of the best defenses 
in the history of the NFL to 
this point. However, it was the 
offense that really stood out to 
me. After struggling to score 
in the first quarte , Minnesota 
exploded to a quick 14-0 lead. 
Once Rochester native Marcus 
Sherels returned a punt for a 
score mid-way through the sec-
ond half, it really looked like 
the Texans checked out. 

Zimmer knows
What Mike Zimmer has done 

with this defense in three years 
is simply amazing. In his first
year as the Vikings head coach, 
the unit ranked near the bottom 
in average rushing yards, pass-
ing yards and total yards al-
lowed. The lone bright spot was 
the Vikings were in the top half 
of the league in sacks. As a na-
tive Montanan and good friends 
with Texans quarterback Brock 
Osweiler, it was bitter sweet for 
me to see the Vikings defense 
play so well and the Houston 

signal caller struggle. 
In five games of 2016, the

Vikings boast the best scoring 
defense in the NFL, allow-
ing just 12.9 points per game. 
In fact, Mike Zimmer’s most 
prized unit rank in top ten in 
every major statistical category. 
The Vikings are fourth in total 
offense (287.6), eigthth in pass-
ing defense (209.8), and rank 
sixth in rushing defense, allow-
ing just 77.8 yards a game. 

To put this in perspective, 
when you think of great NFL 
defenses, the 1985 Chicago 
Bears, the 2000 Baltimore Ra-
vens, the 2002 Tampa Bay Buc-
caneers, the 2008 Pittsburgh 
Steelers and the 2013 Seattle 
Seahawks all should come 
to mind. The 1972 Dolphins 
and the “No-Name” defense 
were left out due to being the 
lone undefeated team. That’s a 
pretty exclusive class. In fact, 
two of those defenses were not 
only loaded with Hall of Fame 
talent, but were coached by two 
Hall of Famers as well (Buddy 
Ryan in Chicago and Dick 
LeBeau in Pittsburgh). 

More than a Thielen
With No.1 wide receiver 

Stefon Diggs inactive to nurse a 
sore groin, Detroit Lakes, Min-
nesota native Adam Thielen 
was promoted to be the team’s 
starter for their matchup against 
Houston. In simple terms, the 
football gods shine their light 
down on the former Division II 
star to have a breakout per-
formance. At least, a hopeless 
romantic of good sports story-
lines would like to think so. 

Thielen had a career day for 
the Vikings offense, racking up 
a career-high 127 yards while 

hauling in seven of his eight 
targets. The Minnesota native 
got the scoring started early 
when he was able to create a 
few yards of separation from 
Jonathan Joseph after breaking 
his route on a pretty double-
move. 

The former Minnesota State-
Mankato Maverick has been a 
reliable safety blanket for Sam 
Bradford. When under duress, 
the signal caller has his highest 
completion percentage when 
throwing to Thielen. As alum 
of NSIC football myself, it’s 
a neat feeling to see the small 
school guys flourish in their
new roles. And let me tell you, 
this surely won’t be the last 
time we talk about Thielen. 

Bye week 
The Vikings have reached the 

bye week and quite frankly, it 
couldn’t have come at the bet-
ter time. A continuing offensive 
line continues to dwindle due 
to injuries. According to my 
sources, the Vikings intend to 
bring former 2008 No.1 overall 
pick Jake Long in for workout 
sometime next week. After 
being drafted by the Dolphins, 
Long spent a season protecting 
Bradford for the then St. Louis 
Rams. Long played just 11 
snaps all of last season for the 
Falcons. 

While the bye week gives 
the Vikings time to formulate 
a plan for the offensive line, 
it also gives Diggs another 
week to rest and rehab that sore 
groin. 

Out of the bye, the Vikings 
will travel to Philadelphia to 
face the Eagles. 

By KYLIE RICE 
Staff Writer

Getting your position 
changed right before your se-
nior year can be a daunting 
thing. But NRHEG Panther’s 
quarterback Sam Prigge seems 
to be taking it right in stride. 
The team captain has played 
exceptionally well this year. 

   “I feel like the season has 
gone very well up to this point. 
We were very inexperienced as 
a team to start the year and it 
showed. But everyone has re-
ally stepped into their roles 
and are executing everything 
really well right now.” Prigge 
stated, showing confidence in 
his team mates. 

 Prigge went from last year’s 
team kicker and second string 
quarterback to the Panther’s 
starting quarterback and kicker 
this season. “I believe my big-
gest strength is making pre-
snap reads.” Prigge remarked, 
when asked about his strengths 
at quarterback. “Most of the 
time I can look at a defense and 
know who will be open before 

the snap. Then it’s just about 
getting the ball close enough to 
my receivers to where they can 
make a play on the ball.” 

  When asked what inspires 
him to play, the quarterback 
said that the competition is it. 
“Every single game is a battle 
with your best friends. We all 
play for each other, so I do my 
best to hold up my end and play 
as hard as I can all the time for 
my team. My main goal this 
season would be to win the 
section. It will be tough, but if 
we play well I believe we have 
the ability to achieve it.” 

  This may be in the cards 
for the Panthers, as the football 
team is on a four game winning 
streak. The pressure on the 
team could be high, but Prigge 
says it is to the contrary. “I feel 
tons of support from the com-
munity, and from everyone in 
school. I wouldn’t want to play 
anywhere else, or with any oth-
er group of guys. Staff photo by Josh Zimmer

Panthers quarterback Sam Prigge (3) looks to pitch the 
ball in second quarter action against Sibley East on Oct. 
2. The senior is making quite the transistion from kicker to 
quarterback for Dan Stork’s 5-1 team. 

Prigge’s transistions from kicker to quarterback

By LEMAR NELSON
Staff Sports Writer

In a departure from the last 
few games, NRHEG scored 
a last quarter touchdown to 
edge LeSeuer-Henderson 14-
11 Friday, Oct.7, at LeSeuer.  
The Panthers scored the win-
ner with just one minute and 
33 seconds left in the contest 
on a 1-yard thrust after a sus-
tained drive brought them to 
that point.

A relieved Coach Dan Stork 

commented, “We were fortu-
nate to get the win tonight.   The 
Giants had a very good game 
plan and really did a good job 
of mixing defenses that kept us 
off balance and caused confu-
sion.  It was a very good win 
for us.” 

LeSeuer-Henderson took a 
lead at the 6:22 mark of the 
opening quarter on a boom-
ing field goal from Matthew 
Plieseis that traveled 41 yards. 
NRHEG countered with a 
touchdown on the ensuing 

kickoff just15 seconds later, 
after a good kickoff return.  
Noah Sletten rambled 27 yards 
for the score, and quarterback 
Sam Prigge passed to Brady 
Agrimson for the two-point 
conversion.  NRHEG held that 
8-3 lead at the break, as neither 
team could solve the other’s 
defense.

With just twenty-eight sec-
onds left in a scoreless third 
quarter, Giant quarterback 
Jared Miller capped off a drive 
with a 6-yard run.  His two-

point conversion run gave the 
home team an 11-8 lead and 
set up the thrilling climax for 
the Panthers.  Prigge’s short 
run gave a 14-11 lead, and they 
held on to preserve the victory. 

The win gave NRHEG a 5-1 
season mark, while LeSeuer-
Henderson dropped its record 
to 1-5.  The Panthers will 
tangle with Lake Crystal-Wel-
come Memorial Friday at New 
Richland.

Vikings move to 5-0 for the first time since 2009
STANCE: from page 1d
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Mike’s
Ag & Truck Tire
REPAIR

870 32 Ave. NW, Owatonna
Emergency or on the farm repair

507-455-0388
(After hours 507-455-0483)
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Smart Enough to Listen.
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Prepared and paid for by Schindler for Minnesota House. 
Diane Landass, Treasurer. 1240 Wright Drive, Albert Lea, MN 56006

Strong Enough to Lead,
Smart Enough to Listen.

Gary Schindler 5x7 Card.indd   1 3/17/16   8:48 PM

Prepared and paid for by Schindler for Minnesota House. 
Diane Landass, Treasurer. 1240 Wright Drive, Albert Lea, MN 56006

Strong Enough to Lead,
Smart Enough to Listen.
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Steele County Commissioner - 3rd District
Prepared and paid for by Rick Gnemi for Steele County Commissioner - 3rd District - 404 S Cedar Ave, Owatonna MN 55060

Best Tire 
Service  

in the 
 Field

Personal • Farm • Business • Tires • Brakes • Road Service • Exhaust
211 W. Main•Owatonna•507-451-3084

www.Harlandstire.com  
email: harlandstire@gmail.com

Open Mon.-Fri. 7 - 5:00; Sat. 8 - Noon

Locally Owned

FLOOR TECH

Call Us Now for a Consultation!
Tim Wacek • 583-2276 • 322 E. Main, Blooming Prairie  I  Derek Reichl • 552-1637 • 2201 E. Main St., Albert Lea

Your source for all your flooring needs

Carpet • Vinyl • Wood Laminate • Ceramic

Trusted Experience
Prepared and paid for by Petersburg Campaign Committee, 700 19th Ave. NE, Waseca, MN 56093

Re-elect 

$5offWhen your bill is $40 or more
Coupon not valid with any other offers

$40

Come take a look at our new menu!

4455 W. Frontage Road 
Owatonna, MN

Come take a look at our new menu!

Open Daily 11 a.m. - 10 p.m.

507.444.0303

Open Daily 11 a.m. - 10 p.m.

Come take a look at our new menu!

Open Daily
11 a.m. - 10 p.m.

455 W. Frontage Road 
- Owatonna -507 - 444 - 0303

Football Contest Rules
Contest: There will be 30 games each week during the contest, which begins Sept. 9 and runs for 12 weeks. 

How to win: Pick the team you think will win each game listed in the below advertisements. Write the team’s name in the 
blank with the corresponding number. Cut out the entry blank and enter to: Steele County Times, P.O. Box 247, Blooming Prairie, 
MN 55917 or drop off at our office at 411 E. Main St. in Bloomi
Prairie. You may enter in person, mail or by e-mail to bptimes@
frontiernet.net. It must be postmarked no later than 5 p.m. 
Friday. You must enter a score in the Tie-Breaker game or you 
will be disqualified

What you win: The Times will award a $10 gift car to 
the Kernal Restaurant, in Owatonna to the person correctly 
predicting the most winners from the games listed. The person 
with the most correct games throughout the 12 week contest 
will be awarded a subscription to the Steele County Times ($38 
value) and a Chanhassen Dinner Theatre ticket for two ($175 
value). An additional prize will be awarded if the winner correctly 
picks the outcome of all 30 games. Ties will be broken by the 
score of the Tie-Breaker game. All decisions by the judges 
are final. The contest is open to anyone age 14 and above,
excluding staff and family members of Bussler Publishing, Inc.
or Dodge Media, Inc.
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STEELE COUNTY TIMES 2016 
FOOTBALL CONTEST

This week’s winner is Renee Orrell with 7 wrong. 

CORKY EBELINGVOTE FOR EXPERIENCE!

STEELE COUNTY
COMMISSIONER

Prepared and paid for by Corky Ebeling,  950 Olympic Hills Place, Owatonna, MN 55060

PASSION – LEADERSHIP

 VISION – COMMITMENT

1 - Bethlehem Academy @ Loyola

OPEN 
24 HOURS

495 West N. Street, Owatonna
507-451-7220 • www.cashwise.com

2 - St Clair @ Medford

3 - LCWM @ NRHEG

4 - Maple River @ Mayer Lutheran

5 - Blooming Prairie @ United South Central

7 - Grand Meadow @ Houston 9 - Pine Island @ Triton 11 - Nebraska @ Indiana

13 - Iowa @ Purdue 15 - Northwestern @ Michigan State 17 - Alabama @ Tennessee

21 - Jacksonville @ Chicago 23 - Dallas @ Green Bay

27 -Baltimore @ New York Giants

28 - Carolina @ New Orleans

19 - Utah @ Oregon State

THIS ISN’T JUST A GAME
IT’S A WAY OF LIFE

SHOWN: .925 STERLING SILVER & 14K GOLD CHARMS 
INTRICATELY ENGRAVED WITH NFL TEAM LOGOS

507-451-0301
685 W BRIDGE ST #8, OWATONNA

MON-WED & FRI:10-6
THURSDAYS:10-8
SATURDAY:10-3

Sales • Service • Rentals • Leasing
800 - 722 - 1282   www.garlickswater.com

6 - GFW @ WEM

8 - Owatonna @ New Prague 10 - Fillmore Central @ Hayfield 12 - Minnesota @ Maryland

14 - Illinois @ Rutgers 16 - Ohio State @ Wisconsin 18 - North Carolina @ Miami

22 - Los Angeles @ Detroit 24 - San Francisco @ Buffalo

29 - Pittsburgh @ Miami

30 - Cincinnati @ New England (*Tiebreaker)

20 - Iowa State @ Texas

Blooming Prairie 
Bus Company 

 Be on time!

Bus Company 

25 - Philadelphia @ Washington

26 - Cleveland @ Tennessee

Check out our expanding 
health food sections, organic 

produce & fresh meat department

831 S. Oak Ave, Owatonna
Grocery - 507-451-1550   Meat - 507-451-0071

Super Coupon
Purchase $50.00 worth of groceries

Receive a $10.00 Gift Card for your next purchase

Owatonna Fareway Only 
Excludes Tabacco & Lottery

Expires 11/3/15

SpeCtrum  
Chia SeedS

$7.99
12 oz Bag

Calbee  
Snapea

3.3 oz  
Bag

2
for312 ct box

QueSt  
protein barS

24.44

blue diamond  
nut thinS

4.25 oz Box  
Excludes Artisian

2
for5

#59008

$0.77 

WaShington gala, 
granny Smith, Fuji  

or braeburn appleS
per pound

1011 Hoffman Drive
Owatonna

507-451-2585
www.kernelrestaurant.com1011 Hoffman Drive • Owatonna • 451-2585Open 5:00 AM to 9 PM daily

Homemade pies, cakes, 
soups and chili

www.kernelrestaurant.com



A2 | ADVANTAGE | WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 12, 2016

FARM
LIVINGPLUS
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www.steeledodgenews.com

Call Dallas for all your Drainage Needs!
507-451-2873
Toll-Free 1-855-298-2568

We can also help you with:
• Aggregate Products • Hauling
• Waterway Cleaning • Septic
• All Excavation Projects

Let Us Put A Drainage Project Like This 
On Your Farm

41 Years
in Business!

Excavation & Drainage, Inc.

LOKEN

3695 Hoffman Drive NW • Owatonna • loken@qwestoffice.net

All the insurance you need from  
one agent. I take simple seriously. 

Contact me today.

One Agent for Life
and Auto

and Home

and Health

and Business

and Farm & Ranch

Darrell B. Ingvaldson, LUTCF
100 S Mill Street
PO Box 298
Brownsdale
(507) 567-2296

Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. Health insurance policies are underwritten by an insurance company that
is not affiliated with our companies. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services M142 (4-16)
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I am honored to represent the people of District 
24B including Rice, Dodge and Steele Counties.

I look forward to seeing you at the  
Steele County Fair, August 12-17.

Stop by the DFL booth to say “Hi”. I would love to see you!

Prepared and paid for by (Patti) Fritz Volunteer Committee
1625 250th Ct. E., Faribault, MN 55021

Patti knows how to 
get things done for 
Minnesota families. 
In the State House, 

she’ll work for us, not 
the special interests. 
She’ll never forget 

where she came from.

•	 Patti	Fritz	has	been	a	tireless	advocate	
for	the	people	of	district	24	B.

•	 Patti	spent	30	years	as	a	nurse	caring	
for	our	families,	friends	and	neighbors.

•	 Patti	is	running	for	the	Minnesota	
House	to	be	a	strong	advocate	for	all	
of	us,	working	hard	to	create	good	
paying	jobs	and	to	help	southern	
Minnesota	thrive!

Prepared and paid for by the Fritz Volunteer Committee,
1625 250th Court E., Faribault MN 55021

www.pattifritz.com
Prepared and paid for by the Fritz Volunteer Committee, 
1625 250th Court E., Faribault MN 55021

The Minnesota Rural Finance 
Authority (RFA) has lowered its 
interest rate on the Disaster Loan 
program to zero percent to help 
farmers cover the costs to replace 
and repair items lost or damaged 
due to flooding and not covered 
by insurance.    

As with other RFA loans, the 
Disaster Loan program will be 
available for farmers through their 
existing agricultural lenders for 
financing for these repairs. The 
loans can be used to help clean up, 
repair, or replace farm structures 
and to replace seed, other crop in-
puts, feed, and livestock. The loan 
may also be used to repair and 
restore farm real estate that was 
damaged by flooding. The RFA 
participation is limited to 45 per-
cent of the principal amount up to 
a maximum of $200,000.

The loans will be offered in the 
following 23 counties that have 
been declared a disaster by the 
Governor due to flooding condi-
tions that started September 21, 
2016 in Anoka, Blue Earth, Cot-
tonwood, Dodge, Faribault, Free-
born, Goodhue, Hennepin, Hous-
ton, Le Sueur, Mower, Nicollet, 
Olmstead, Ramsey, Rice, Scott, 
Sibley, Steele, Wabasha, Waseca, 
Washington, and Winona coun-
ties.

“Minnesotans have a proud tra-
dition of coming together to sup-
port one another after a disaster,” 
said Lt. Governor Tina Smith. 
“Providing zero interest loans to 
our ag producers will help them 
recover from severe weather and 
flooding. I encourage all eligible 
Minnesota farmers to apply for 
assistance.”

The RFA partners with local 
lenders to provide affordable 
credit to eligible farmers. Loan 
participations are purchased by 
the RFA under several programs 
that assist beginning farmers pur-
chase agricultural land; financ  
improvements to the farm such as 
grain handling facilities, machine 
storage, and manure systems; 
help farmers reorganize their farm 
debt to improve cash flow; and, 

finance new livestock production 
facilities. Over $227 million has 
been invested in over 2,900 par-
ticipations by the RFA in these 
programs.

Interested borrowers should 
contact their lender or call RFA 
at 651-201-6004. More informa-
tion is also available on the RFA 
website at http://www.mda.state.
mn.us/agfinance

The U.S. Department of Agri-
culture (USDA) has announced 
that many of the 1.7 million farms 
that enrolled in either the Agricul-
ture Risk Coverage (ARC) 
or Price Loss Coverage 
(PLC) programs will receive 
safety-net payments due to 
market downturns during 
the 2015 crop year.

“This fall, USDA will be 
making more than $7 bil-
lion in payments under the 
ARC-County and PLC pro-
grams to assist participat-
ing producers, which will 
account for over 10 percent 
of USDA’s projected 2016 
net farm income. These pay-
ments will help provide reassur-
ance to America’s farm families, 
who are standing strong against 
low commodity prices com-
pounded by unfavorable growing 
conditions in many parts of the 
country,” said Agriculture Secre-
tary Tom Vilsack. “At USDA, we 
are standing strong behind them, 
tapping in to every resource that 
we have to help. So far in 2016, 
this has included creating a one-
time cost share program for cotton 
ginning, purchasing about $800 
million in excess commodities to 
be redirected to food banks and 
those in need, making $11 million 
in payments to America’s dairy 
farmers through the Dairy Margin 
Protection Program, and repro-
gramming Farm Service Agency 
funds to expand credit options for 
farmers and ranchers in need of 
extra capital. As always, we con-
tinue to watch market conditions 
and will explore opportunities for 
further assistance in the coming 
months. For producers challenged 
by weather, disease and falling 
prices, we will continue to ensure 
the availability of a strong safe-
ty net to keep them farming or 
ranching.”

Unlike the old direct payment 
program, which issued payments 
during both weak and strong mar-
ket conditions, the 2014 Farm Bill 
authorized the ARC-PLC safety 
net to trigger and provide financia  
assistance only when decreases in 
revenues or crop prices, respec-
tively, occur. The ARC and PLC 
programs primarily allow produc-
ers to continue to produce for the 
market by making payments on a 
percentage of historical base pro-
duction, limiting the impact on 
production decisions.

Nationwide, producers enrolled 
96 percent of soybean base acres, 
91 percent of corn base acres and 
66 percent of wheat base acres in 
the ARC-County coverage option. 
Producers enrolled 99 percent of 

long grain rice and peanut base 
acres and 94 percent of medi-
um grain rice base acres in the 
PLC option. Overall, 76 percent 

of participating farm base acres 
are enrolled in ARC-County, 23 
percent in PLC and one percent 
in ARC-Individual. For other 
program information including 
frequently asked questions, visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc.

Payments are made to pro-
ducers who enrolled base acres 
of barley, corn, grain sorghum, 
lentils, oats, peanuts, dry peas, 
soybeans, wheat and canola. In 
the upcoming months, payments 
will be announced after marketing 
year average prices are published 
by USDA’s National Agricultural 
Statistics Service for the remain-
ing covered commodities. These 
include long and medium grain 
rice (except for temperate Japon-
ica rice), which will be announced 
in November, remaining oilseeds 
and chickpeas, which will be an-
nounced in December, and tem-
perate Japonica rice, which will 
be announced in early February 
2017. Upland cotton is no longer 
a covered commodity.

The Budget Control Act of 

2011, passed by Congress, re-
quires USDA to reduce 2015 
ARC and PLC payments by 6.8 
percent. For more information, 

producers are encouraged 
to visit their local Farm 
Service Agency (FSA) of-
fice. To find a local FSA 
office, visit http://offices
usda.gov.

USDA works to 
strengthen and support 
American agriculture, an 
industry that supports one 
in 11 American jobs, pro-
vides American consumers 
with more than 80 percent 
of the food we consume, 
ensures that Americans 

spend less of their paychecks at 
the grocery store than most people 
in other countries, and supports 
markets for homegrown renew-
able energy and materials. Since 
2009, USDA has provided $5.6 
billion in disaster relief to farmers 
and ranchers; expanded risk man-
agement tools with products like 
Whole Farm Revenue Protection; 
and helped farm businesses grow 
with $36 billion in farm credit. 
The Department has engaged its 
resources to support a strong next 
generation of farmers and ranch-
ers by improving access to land 
and capital; building new markets 
and market opportunities; and 
extending new conservation op-
portunities. USDA has developed 
new markets for rural-made prod-
ucts, including more than 2,500 
biobased products through US-
DA’s BioPreferred program; and 
invested $64 billion in infrastruc-
ture and community facilities to 
help improve the quality of life in 
rural America. For more informa-
tion, visit www.usda.gov/results.

RFA to offer zero-interest 
loans for farmers in 
flood disaster countie

USDA issues safety-net 
payments to farmers 

Building a
CooperativeTOGETHER

STRONGER

What Do America’s Farmers Grow?

Do you know what America’s farmers grow? You may think you know the answer but 
they do so much more than grow crops and raise animals.

For example, did you know America’s farmers grow 23 million American jobs? That’s 
right; the American agriculture industry supports 23 million U.S. jobs, making them the 
largest employer in the nation. America’s farmers also grow the economy with a trade 
surplus of 34 billion dollars – that’s more than any other U.S. industry.

Not only do they grow the crops that feed, clothe, and fuel us but they do it all on less 
land. In fact, just to equal the amount of food grown today farmers from 50 years ago 
would need their fields to cover every square inch of the U.S

Yep, America’s Farmers grow a lot more than just crops.
America’s farmers grow America.

Some Food for Thought

Did you know America’s farmers support 24 million jobs? Or that U.S. farmers supply 
41.56% of the world’s corn? How about that one acre of soybeans can create 82,368 
crayons?

America’s farmers produce many products for not only the U.S., but also the world. 
Take a look at the impact America’s farmers have.

Open house to welcome 
Farmamerica’s new executive director

Farmamerica invites the community to attend an 
open house on Monday, October 17 from 3 to 5 
p.m.  to meet and welcome their new 
executive director, Jessica Rollins.  
Cake and coffee will be served.

Rollins joins the Farmamerica 
team with life-long personal and 
professional experience in the ag-
riculture industry. Her career back-
ground in agriculture communica-
tion, marketing and public relations 
will help lead Farmamerica into the 
future, building on a strong founda-
tion portraying agriculture of the past while add-
ing new material and displays to help share the 

story of today’s modern farmers.  
Rollins grew up on a farm in Fillmore County.  

She, her husband, and daughter now 
reside near the family’s sesquicen-
tennial farm outside Pemberton.

Farmamerica is a non-profit orga-
nization established by the state leg-
islature in 1978 as Minnesota’s Ag-
ricultural Interpretive Center, telling 
the story of agriculture through his-
torical tours, educational programs, 
and family events. The 360-acre Far-
mamerica site is just off Highway 14 

on County Road 2, west of Waseca. More informa-
tion is available at farmamerica.org.
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The 2016 growing season was 
wet with two distinct tempera-
ture patterns—hot during early 
pollination and cooler in August. 
Most of Iowa had 125% up to 
200% of normal rainfall up to 
Labor Day, and even more after 
Labor Day. 

The outlook going forward 
into October is continued above 
average temperatures and above 
normal rainfall. These conditions 
produced high yield potential at 
the start of September, but deteri-
orating quality since Labor Day. 
While yield is determined over 
the full season, crop quality is 
often established by conditions 
at the very end of the growing 
season. 

The recent massive rains in the 
northern third of Iowa will com-
plicate the need to move quickly 
on deteriorating grain.

Field Mold: Corn is suscepti-
ble to field mold, which we are 
seeing emerge rapidly. Some 
yield will be lost, but more im-
portantly, field dry-down and 
storage properties will be re-
duced. 

Test weight of 54-55 lb/bu 
may be high this year. If wet and 
humid weather persists, regard-
less of temperature, expect wet-
ter than normal corn at harvest. 
Fungi are invading stalks, which 
makes stalks weak in many cas-
es. 

Stalk rots are progressing into 
the cobs, and eventually into the 
kernels. Scouting and early har-
vest will be needed to prevent 
field loss from both downed 
stalks and mold activity. We had 
a similar situation last year, but 
the weather turned to very low 
humidities at the end of Septem-
ber through November, which 
removed the mold threat.

The effect on soybean quali-
ty will be slower field drydown. 

While soybeans typically dry 
down to 12-13% or less with 
warm, dry weather. Equilibrium 
moisture contents are staying in 
the 14-16% range all day, with 
the current high humidities.

Storage: The amount of grain 
needing temporary storage, typi-
cally in piles, will be larger this 
year. Given the carryover 2015 
corn, I expect about 1 billion 
bushel of the expected 2.7 bil-
lion bushel Iowa corn crop will 
require temporary storage. At the 
rate corn is used, this will take 
three to four months to use up. 

Carryover is projected to 
increase again over the 2016 
marketing year, which means a 
significant share of this year’s 
harvest will have to remain in 
condition more the 12 months. 
There will probably be a rush to 
commercial storage in the second 
half of harvest, because both corn 
and soybean crops are expected 
to be large. 

Grain handlers will need to 
choose, based on local condi-
tions, which crop year grain to 
hold in long term storage through 
2016-2017. In some cases it may 
be best to hold 2015 grain anoth-
er year.

Some specific impacts from 
wet field conditions and tips for 
grain handling and storage:

Fungus development: Con-
tinued wet weather and warm 
humid conditions are retarding 
drydown and are encouraging 
fungus development on ears (see 
Figures 1 and 2 below).

Some fungi produce mycotox-
ins harmful to animal and human 
health. The wide range of fungi 
on samples this year creates the 
unusual potential for several my-
cotoxins. Some fungi, such as 
diplodia ear rot, do not produce 
mycotoxins while others such 
as fusarium or aspergillus can 
be toxigenic. Expect feed mills 
and ethanol plants to screen early 
harvest samples for toxins. Field 
scouting can help identify prob-
lems before harvest.

Moldy grain: Moldy grain 
will have shorter storage life than 
‘clean’ grain held at the same 
moisture and temperature. The 
data in Table 1 represents the 
long term averages. For grain 
carrying field mold, expect per-
haps 60% to 70% of normal shelf 
life. 

Storage life: The storage life 
of grain starts immediately after 
harvest and is shortened signifi-
cantly when stored at warm tem-
peratures. One day of holding 
warm, wet corn before drying 
can use as much as 50% of the 
storage life, therefore increasing 
the likelihood of storage prob-
lems next spring and summer. 
Holding wet corn can also result 
in blue eye mold development, 
which lowers the Grade but does 
not produce mycotoxins. Soy-
beans are sometimes overlooked 
in the need to cool grain imme-
diately; yet soybeans are more 
often harvested in warm weather 
compared to corn.

Harvest early: Harvest early 
and expect to dry the corn. Avoid 
holding wet grain before drying. 
Dry rapidly.

Watch dewpoint temperatures: 
Cooling the corn out of the fiel  
and after drying will be a chal-
lenge; watch the dewpoint tem-
peratures. You will never cool 
the grain below the dewpoint. 
Ongoing temperature monitor-
ing is key to successful storage. 
Recent developments in carbon 
dioxide monitoring have created 
another way to monitor spoilage; 
deteriorating organic matter al-
ways produces CO2 emissions.

Drying methods: Slower dry-
ing methods will require careful 
monitoring. There will be poten-
tial for additional spoilage be-
fore the grain dries. This would 
apply to both natural air and low 
temperature systems. You can in-
crease drying speed in these sys-
tems by reducing the depth, but 
the tradeoff is having less grain 
in the dryer. 

Bin dryer temperatures: Op-

erate gas-fired bin dryers at tem-
peratures above 120 F, but not 
over 160 F.

Management of pile grain: 
Temporary piles should be at 
commercial facilities, not on 
farms. Small piles spoil more 
rapidly than large ones. Man-
agement of pile grain is labor 
intensive, and often requires 
very short notice decisions about 
moving the grain. Larger piles 
are also easier to aerate.

Do not mix old and new crop 
grain in the same bin: The old 
crop has used much of its stor-
age time and the new crop is still 
equilibrating moisture. Rotate 
stocks if you can. Be sure to sep-
arate the crop years and draw the 
center cores out of all bins, corn 
and soybeans alike.

Testing for toxins: Commer-
cial grain handlers and proces-
sors should expect to receive 
grain with higher levels of dam-
age and foreign material. We do 
not know yet if this will create 
mycotoxin issues. 

One way to track the situa-
tion in a given area is to collect 
a 10-lb daily composite (some 
grain from each of the deliveries 
in a day) for toxin testing. The 
USDA-GIPSA grain inspection 
agencies have the capability to 
test for the mycotoxins of most 
concern - aflatoxin, vomitoxin, 
zearalenone, and fumonisin. 

Toxin test kits are now simpli-
fied to the point where elevators 
and processors can do their own, 
but the USDA results provide a 
good benchmark. Results after 
7-10 days should indicate wheth-
er there is a problem in an area. 
The composites also provide an 
opportunity to check the accura-
cy and completeness of on-site 
grading.

Grain handling safety: High 
volumes and wet corn, are the 
common ingredients for grain 
handling accidents, both entan-
glements and engulfments. Noth-
ing is worth taking shortcuts on 
safety.  
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Great Career Opportunity 

Service Clerk 
Wanamingo, MN 
The Service Clerk answers all incoming calls to the dealership and 
assists the service manager in maintaining accurate and on-time 
reports and records relative to the service department's operation 
within the dealership. Schedules all small Ag and Turf equipment 
for service and pickup. Handles all service calls when the service 
manager is unavailable.

Main Requirements
✓ 2+ years of experience in customer service
✓ Ability to use standard desktop load applications such as
   Microsoft Office, Excel, and Internet functions
✓ Ability to write and speak effectively
✓ Ability to create, analyze, and interpret internal reports
✓ Attention to detail
✓ High School Diploma or equivalent experience
✓ General understanding of mechanical/technical terms
✓ Basic parts and machinery knowledge
✓ Ability to work in a team environment
✓ Basic data entry/keyboarding skills
✓ Must provide exceptional customer service

About SEMA Equipment
SEMA Equipment, Inc. is a multi-location John Deere Dealership in 
Spring Valley, Plainview, St. Charles, Wanamingo, Le Roy, Austin, 
Northfield and Caledonia.

Apply
Online at www.semaequip.com and click on Careers. Or email 
your resume to Ashley Mueller, Human Resources Manager at 
amueller@semaequip.com, Subject: Service Clerk.

SEMA Equipment is an equal opportunity employer.

www.semaequip.com

October is 
“Farm to School 
Month” in Minnesota! 

w w w . S E M A E q u i p . c o m

WANAMINGO
11555 Hwy 60 Blvd
507-824-2256

CALEDONIA
201 N Hwy 44/76
507-725-7000

NORTHFIELD 
32980 Northfield Blvd
507-645-4886

AUSTIN
2001 4th St NW

507-437-6625

LEROY
610 W Main St

507-324-5201

ST. CHARLES 
11906 Hwy 14

507-932-4030

SPRING VALLEY
1013 S Section Ave 
507-346-7375

PLAINVIEW 
55083 Co Rd 4

507-534-3116

• 18.5 hp
• 42” Mower Deck
• Hydrostatic
• 3-Year Warranty
NO INTEREST 
IF PAID IN FULL 
WITHIN 12 MONTHS

$2,299

Sale ends Odtober 22, 2016. Financing options subject to approved credit by John Deere Financial. 0% Financing for 84 months includes a 5% participation fee. 
Some restrictions apply; other special rates and terms may be available, so see your dealer for details and other financing options. Available at participating 
dealers. Prices and models may vary by dealer. Valid only at participating US Dealers. Attachments pictured are extra unless otherwise stated. 

• Stk #48746 
• 25hp

$12,799
$156/MO

$209/MO

0% FOR 84 MO.

OR 0% FOR 60 MO.

$13,299
6 year 

warranty

• 54” Mower Deck
• 25 hp
• 8.5 mph
• 4-Year Warranty
• 4.9% for 48 Months

$4,499
$103/MO

• 19 hp
• 42” Mower Deck
• Hydrostatic
• 2-Year Warranty
NO INTEREST 
IF PAID IN FULL 
WITHIN 12 MONTHS

$1,699

JOHN DEERE 3032E TRACTOR

JOHN DEERE D110 TRACTOR JOHN DEERE S240 TRACTOR JOHN DEERE X380 TRACTOR

JOHN DEERE Z535M ZERO TURN

JOHN DEERE 1025R TRACTOR

JOHN DEERE Z355E ZERO TURN

JOHN DEERE XUV 590i GATOR

$4,599

SAVE $100!

• Stk #56558
• Green & Yellow
• Power Steering
• 45+ mph
• 32 hp

$10,999
$183/MO

$11,699

SAVE $700!

6 year 
warranty

$2,499

SAVE $200!

• 32 hp

$21,729
$24,534

TRACTOR, LOADER, 
REAR BLADE PACKAGE!

$268/MO

$357/MO

0% FOR 84 MO.

OR 0% FOR 60 MO.

JOHN DEERE XUV 825i GATOR
• Stk #54729
• Olive & Black
• Power Steering
• 44 mph
• 50 hp

$12,099
$201/MO

$14,121

SAVE $2,072!

JOHN DEERE XUV 855D GATOR
• Stk #55524
• Diesel, Camo
• Power Steering
• Power Dump Box
• 23 hp

$15,899
$264/MO

$18,333

SAVE $2,434!

0%FOR

60 

MONTHS!

• Stk #56028
• 48” Mower Deck
• 4.9% for 48 Mo.

$5,599
$129/MO SAVE $800!

$6,399

MOWER & DUMP-
FROM-SEAT BAGGER! 

JOHN DEERE X384 TRACTOR
• Stk #54796/54797/ 
   54799
• 48” Mower Deck
• 4-Year Warranty
• 4.9% for 48 Months

$4,199
$97/MO SAVE $940!

$5,139

JOHN DEERE X730 TRACTOR
• Stk #55482/55481
• 60” Mower Deck
• Power Steering
• 4-Year Warranty
• 0% for 60 Months

$10,199
$169/MO SAVE $1,852!

$12,051

• Stk #57430
• 48” Mower Deck
• 22 hp, 7 mph
• 2-Year Warranty
• 4.9% for 48 Months

$2,599
$60/MO SAVE $400!

$2,999

JOHN DEERE Z920M ZERO TURN
• Stk #53634
• 60” Mower Deck
• 23.5 hp
• 10 mph
• 3-Year Warranty

$8,999
$249/MO SAVE $1,620!

$10,619

JOHN DEERE Z930M ZERO TURN
• Stk #53645 
• 40 Demo Hrs
• 60” Mower Deck
• 23.5 hp, 10 mph
• NPNI Until Jan. 2017!

$9,199
$255/MO SAVE $1,845!

$11,044

JOHN DEERE 1575 FRONT MOWER
• Stk #50229
• 72” Rear Discharge Deck
• Comfort Cab, 12 mph, 
• Diesel, 37.4 hp
• 0% for 48 Months

$32,800
$683/MO SAVE $10,549!

$43,349

TRACTOR, LOADER, 
HEATED CAB PACKAGE!

JOHN DEERE 2032R TRACTOR
• 32 hp, Stk #50829

$25,499
$30,986

$315/MO

$420/MO

0% FOR 84 MO.

OR 0% FOR 60 MO.

plus
TAKE AN EXTRA
$250 OFF

ALL
COMPACT TRACTORS

SAVE UP TO 
$350 OFF
YOUR QUALIFYING

ATTACHMENT PURCHASE

OCTOBER

17-22

DRIVE GREEN PRICE

$12,549

DRIVE GREEN PRICE

$21,479

DRIVE GREEN PRICE

$25,249

TAKE AN EXTRA
$250 OFF

ALL
COMPACT TRACTORS

OCTOBER

17-22

0%FOR

60 

MONTHS!

0%FOR

60 

MONTHS!

ONLY

3 

LEFT!

ONLY

2 

LEFT!

ONLY

1 

LEFT!

ONLY

1 

LEFT!

ONLY

1 

LEFT!

ONLY

1 

LEFT!

ONLY

1 

LEFT!

ONLY

1 

LEFT!

0%FOR

48 

MONTHS!

To celebrate, the 
Minnesota Depart-
ment of Agriculture 
(MDA) will tour a 
dozen schools and 
childcare centers that 
have implemented 
Farm to School grant 
funds to provide 
their students better access to 
fresh, locally grown Minnesota 
produce. Tours will highlight 

school kitchens, cafe-
terias, or gardens that 
have received Farm to 
School funds.

Several schools 
throughout south-
eastern Minnesota 
will host tours, in-

cluding Kasson-Mantorville 
High School on  October 31 at 
11:50 a.m.

Wet weather creates 
challenges for 2016 harvest
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Nagel Sod and Nursery

• Straw Blankets
• Grass Seeds
• Sod
• Biologs

• Silt Fence
•  We Do 

Hydroseeding and 
Hydromulching

• Statues
•   Unique Garden 

Accents
•   Wrought Iron 

Gazebos
• Planters

• Chimenea Fire Pits
•  Soil/Mulch/and 

Compost
•  Spring: Trees, 

Shrubs and 
Flowers

Visit Us For All Of Your  
Erosion Control Needs

HUGE SELECTION OF:

LOCATED:  6200 West Frontage Road,  
Medford, MN

PHONE: 507-451-9605
WEBSITE: www.nagelsnursery.com
EMAIL: nagelnursery@hotmail.com

We Also 
Have Unique 

Outdoor 
Decor!

Ellendale Municipal Liquor
WEEKLY FOOD & DRINK SPECIALS
10 a.m. - 10 p.m. M-W • 10 a.m. - 1 a.m. Thur. - Sat.

11:30 a.m. - 8 p.m. Sun. • Kitchen Open at 11 a.m. Daily

507.684.9422
Ellendale, MN

831 S. Oak Ave, Owatonna
Store Hours:

Mon. - Sat. 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Closed Sundays

Grocery - 507.451.1550
Meat - 507.451.0071

507.451.1651
216 S. Main St.

Medford, MN 

(507)
451-2585

www.kernelrestaurant.com
1011 Hoffman Drive • Owatonna

Homemade
pies, cakes, soups & chili.

418 Highway Ave S  •  Blooming Prairie, MN
507-583-7561  •  www.worlein.com

Best Wishes 

to the Graduating 

Class of 2016!

Funeral
Homes

Thanks to all of our
     Voluteer 
         Firemen!
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NUMBER OF CALLS: The department responds to 40-50 calls each year for emer-

gencies such as grass fires, car accidents, ambulance assistance, and house fires. 
TRAINING SESSIONS: Meeting the first Monday of every month for training 

sessions, the department stays up to date and ready to help. 
AREA COVERED: The department covers the town of Ellendale, 2 miles south, 

6 miles west, and 4 miles east. To the north, the department covers 1 mile past 
Hope. 

LIST OF PERSONNEL: Allen Lee, Jeff Johnson, Steve Louks, Mark Lee, Josh Dale, 
Roger Larson, Richard Johnson, Pat Kruger, Shawn Larson, Richard Mueller, Lo-

gan Busho, Terry Mikesell, Dan Rhoades, Chris Olson, Josh Otto, Josh Moen, No-

lan McGowan, Dustin Burshem, and Tyler McGowan
OFFICERS: Chief Mark Lee, Assistant Chief Logan Busho, Secretary/Treasurer 

Jeff Johnson, Training Officer Nolan McGowan, Executive Board Members Pat 
Krueger and Shawn Larson 

Ellendale  Fire Department

 Front Row, Josh Moen, Mark Lee, Shawn Larson, Dustin Burshem, Tyler McGowan, Back Row, Logan Busho, Terry Mikesell, Nolan 

McGowan, Bud Olson, Pat Kruger, Dan Rhoades, Steve Louks, Allen Lee

Mantorville  Fire Department

Submitted Photo

SERVICE AREA: City of Mantorville and Mantorville, Milton and 
Wasioja townships.

PERSONNEL: 25 members serving about 3,800 residents.

EQUIPMENT: includes two pumpers, two tankers, a rescue van, grass 
rig, pickup and portable air compressor.

One-Year anniver sar Y sale  •  Huge savin gs!
Stop by for a FREE Spring Tune-up on Mower during Warranty

Offer ends May 31, 2016

Authorized Dealer for... Industry Leading Warranty: 
6 years or 2750 Hours

202 Commerce 
Street SW 

Adams,  MN

507
438-9808

Mantorville 
Saloon
Mantorville

507-635-5557Mike Bishman
121 W. Broadway St. 

Owatonna

507-451-0193

Call for your Home Appointment or Quote Today

AUTO • FIRE • LIFE • COMMERCIAL

Hubbell House
Mantorville

507-635-2331

Featuring:

Ag & Truck Tire Sales & Repair
Heavy Duty Truck • Ag & Implement Tire Repair & Sales

Wheel Alignment • Tire Balancing

• Aluminum  
Wheel Polishing 

• Tracks

Now Offering:

After hours 
507-455-0483

507-455-0388
870  32nd Ave NW, Owatonna, MN

Emergency OR On-The-Farm Repair
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MISSION STATEMENT: To minimize loss of life and property for the City of 
Dodge Center and rural area from fires, natural disasters, life threatening 
situations, and to assist other emergency agencies; to perform these services 
in an efficient manner by maintaining effective fire prevention, emergency 
response, fire suppression and training.

HISTORY: The Dodge Center Fire Department was founded in 1902.  The 
department obtained its first motorized fire truck in 1931.  This truck was a 
1931 Chevy with a 350-gallon-per-minute pump and a 200-gallon tank.  This 
truck remains in the Dodge Center fire station and is used for parades.  In 
1954 a used Dodge truck was acquired as the first water tanker.  This truck 

carried 1000 gallons of water.  In 2003 the fire station was relocated to its 
current location at 130 East Highway Street.

LEADERSHIP:  Chief Dave Kenworthy, Assistant Chief Matt Maas,  Training 
Officer Jeremy Dostal, Captain Gerald Runnells, Lieutenant Codie Howard, 
Safety Officer Jason Fife. 

PERSONNEL: Kevin Dostal, Mick Delano, Gabe Fate, Carl Freyholtz, Josh 
Jorgenson, Jeff Runnells, Robert Runnells, John Schwering, Joe Stewart, 
Joseph Wernecke, Jacob Michaelson, Brent Freerksen, Bryan Lee, Jack Boyd, 
Zachary Wilcox, Blake Hilsman, Grant McNeilus, Jason Hayek and Ley Ortiz 

COVERAGE AREA: City of Owatonna, popula-
tion 25,599; Steele County Townships, 3,627. 
Cities: Owatonna. Counties: Steele. Townships: 
Clinton Falls, Deerfield, Havana, Lemond, 
Meridian, Merton, Owatonna and Somerset. 

NUMBER OF CALLS: About 39 calls per month. 
In 2014, the department responded to 467 
emergency calls, including 393 in the city of 
Owatonna, 72 in the rural area and two mutual 
aid to other departments. The department 
responded to 63 fire calls, 141 fire alarms, 100 
rescue calls, 49 service calls, 51 hazardous condi-
tions and 60 good intent calls. 
Besides responding to emergencies, the depart-
ment had 2,107 training hours throughout the 
year and completed 1,359 fire code inspections. 
In addition, firefighters gave tours to 411 peo-
ple and fire extinguisher demos were provided 
to 647 people. Fire safety information was given 

out to 1,466 people. 
STATEMENT: “To save lives and 
property in a safe and efficient man-
ner. The department's vision is to be 
trusted and respected by all members 
of the community in saving lives and 
property." 
Goals: Before an emergency: To be 
proactive in the community with pre-
vention, inspection and education 
programs that effectively save lives 
and property by elimination of unsafe 
conditions. During an emergency: To 
respond to all emergencies in a pro-
fessional, safe and efficient manner 
by using pre-planning, preparation 
and training to enhance response to 
every incident. After an emergency: To 
be a valued resource for victims of all 
emergencies that may need assistance, 

direction or information to recover 
from that emergency.

ADMINISTRATION: Chief Mike 
Johnson and Administrative Assistant 
Bonnie Hermel
DAY SQUAD: Dave Beaver, Arik 
Brase, Darin Brown, Chris Bruns, Brad 
Busho, Brody Dalland, Mike Gerhartz, 
Courtney Hartle, Al Huff, Leila Kath, 
Shawn Pfieffer, Tony Ringhofer and 
Ryan Seykora. 
NIGHT SQUAD: Justin Brown, Brandon 
Buck, Bob Hager, Matt Halverson, 
Ben Hanson, Jason Karsten, Matt 
Kath, Jason Mayer, Josh Randall, Matt 
Thurnau and Dalton Wanous. 
DRIVERS AND COMMANDERS: Travis 
Ahrens, Kelly Hanson, Korey Kamholz, 
Marlin Kath, Jarrod Schmoll, Bruce 

Thomas and Todd Ulrich. 

GOALS: 
• Before an emergency: To be proac-
tive in the community with preven-
tion, inspection and education pro-
grams that effectively save lives and 
property by elimination of unsafe 
conditions.
• During an emergency: To respond to 
all emergencies in a professional, safe 
and efficient manner by using pre-
planning, preparation and training to 
enhance response to every incident. 
• After an emergency: To be valued 
resource for victims of all emergencies 
that may need assistance, direction 
or information to recover from that 
emergency.

Dodge Center Fire Department Owatonna Fire Department

Chief Mike 
Johnson

Travis Ahrens Dave Beaver Tyler Brase Darin Brown Willie Grubish Brad Busho Mike Gerhartz Bob Hager Matt  
Halverson

Ben Hanson Courtney 
Hartle

Al Huff Korey  
Kamholz

Jason Karsten Marlin Kath Matt Kath Garrett Jones Shawn Pfieffer Randy 
Schroader

Tony  
Ringhofer

Jarrod Schmoll Ryan Seykora Bruce Thomas Matt Thurnau Todd Ulrich

Designers and manufacturers of operating 

hardware for wood, vinyl, and metal 

windows, patio doors and skylights.

700 W Bridge ST Owatonna, MN 55060

P. 507.451.5620 F. 507.451.5655

www.truth.comLicensed in the State of Minnesota

Time to sell? 
List with Lee!

Contact KFS 
- Your Local Sukup Dealer -

KLAPPERICH FARM SYSTEMS 
3215 470TH STREET • MCINTIRE, IOWA • 641-985-2520

Your Full Service Ag, Commercial & Residential Electricians
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MISSION STATEMENT: To minimize loss of life and property for the City of 
Dodge Center and rural area from fires, natural disasters, life threatening 
situations, and to assist other emergency agencies; to perform these services 
in an efficient manner by maintaining effective fire prevention, emergency 
response, fire suppression and training.

HISTORY: The Dodge Center Fire Department was founded in 1902.  The 
department obtained its first motorized fire truck in 1931.  This truck was a 
1931 Chevy with a 350-gallon-per-minute pump and a 200-gallon tank.  This 
truck remains in the Dodge Center fire station and is used for parades.  In 
1954 a used Dodge truck was acquired as the first water tanker.  This truck 

carried 1000 gallons of water.  In 2003 the fire station was relocated to its 
current location at 130 East Highway Street.

LEADERSHIP:  Chief Dave Kenworthy, Assistant Chief Matt Maas,  Training 
Officer Jeremy Dostal, Captain Gerald Runnells, Lieutenant Codie Howard, 
Safety Officer Jason Fife. 

PERSONNEL: Kevin Dostal, Mick Delano, Gabe Fate, Carl Freyholtz, Josh 
Jorgenson, Jeff Runnells, Robert Runnells, John Schwering, Joe Stewart, 
Joseph Wernecke, Jacob Michaelson, Brent Freerksen, Bryan Lee, Jack Boyd, 
Zachary Wilcox, Blake Hilsman, Grant McNeilus, Jason Hayek and Ley Ortiz 

COVERAGE AREA: City of Owatonna, popula-
tion 25,599; Steele County Townships, 3,627. 
Cities: Owatonna. Counties: Steele. Townships: 
Clinton Falls, Deerfield, Havana, Lemond, 
Meridian, Merton, Owatonna and Somerset. 

NUMBER OF CALLS: About 39 calls per month. 
In 2014, the department responded to 467 
emergency calls, including 393 in the city of 
Owatonna, 72 in the rural area and two mutual 
aid to other departments. The department 
responded to 63 fire calls, 141 fire alarms, 100 
rescue calls, 49 service calls, 51 hazardous condi-
tions and 60 good intent calls. 
Besides responding to emergencies, the depart-
ment had 2,107 training hours throughout the 
year and completed 1,359 fire code inspections. 
In addition, firefighters gave tours to 411 peo-
ple and fire extinguisher demos were provided 
to 647 people. Fire safety information was given 

out to 1,466 people. 
STATEMENT: “To save lives and 
property in a safe and efficient man-
ner. The department's vision is to be 
trusted and respected by all members 
of the community in saving lives and 
property." 
Goals: Before an emergency: To be 
proactive in the community with pre-
vention, inspection and education 
programs that effectively save lives 
and property by elimination of unsafe 
conditions. During an emergency: To 
respond to all emergencies in a pro-
fessional, safe and efficient manner 
by using pre-planning, preparation 
and training to enhance response to 
every incident. After an emergency: To 
be a valued resource for victims of all 
emergencies that may need assistance, 

direction or information to recover 
from that emergency.

ADMINISTRATION: Chief Mike 
Johnson and Administrative Assistant 
Bonnie Hermel
DAY SQUAD: Dave Beaver, Arik 
Brase, Darin Brown, Chris Bruns, Brad 
Busho, Brody Dalland, Mike Gerhartz, 
Courtney Hartle, Al Huff, Leila Kath, 
Shawn Pfieffer, Tony Ringhofer and 
Ryan Seykora. 
NIGHT SQUAD: Justin Brown, Brandon 
Buck, Bob Hager, Matt Halverson, 
Ben Hanson, Jason Karsten, Matt 
Kath, Jason Mayer, Josh Randall, Matt 
Thurnau and Dalton Wanous. 
DRIVERS AND COMMANDERS: Travis 
Ahrens, Kelly Hanson, Korey Kamholz, 
Marlin Kath, Jarrod Schmoll, Bruce 

Thomas and Todd Ulrich. 

GOALS: 
• Before an emergency: To be proac-
tive in the community with preven-
tion, inspection and education pro-
grams that effectively save lives and 
property by elimination of unsafe 
conditions.
• During an emergency: To respond to 
all emergencies in a professional, safe 
and efficient manner by using pre-
planning, preparation and training to 
enhance response to every incident. 
• After an emergency: To be valued 
resource for victims of all emergencies 
that may need assistance, direction 
or information to recover from that 
emergency.

Dodge Center Fire Department Owatonna Fire Department

Chief Mike 
Johnson

Travis Ahrens Dave Beaver Tyler Brase Darin Brown Willie Grubish Brad Busho Mike Gerhartz Bob Hager Matt  
Halverson

Ben Hanson Courtney 
Hartle

Al Huff Korey  
Kamholz

Jason Karsten Marlin Kath Matt Kath Garrett Jones Shawn Pfieffer Randy 
Schroader

Tony  
Ringhofer

Jarrod Schmoll Ryan Seykora Bruce Thomas Matt Thurnau Todd Ulrich

Designers and manufacturers of operating 

hardware for wood, vinyl, and metal 

windows, patio doors and skylights.

700 W Bridge ST Owatonna, MN 55060

P. 507.451.5620 F. 507.451.5655

www.truth.comLicensed in the State of Minnesota

Time to sell? 
List with Lee!

Contact KFS 
- Your Local Sukup Dealer -

KLAPPERICH FARM SYSTEMS 
3215 470TH STREET • MCINTIRE, IOWA • 641-985-2520

Your Full Service Ag, Commercial & Residential Electricians
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NUMBER OF CALLS: The department responds to 40-50 calls each year for emer-

gencies such as grass fires, car accidents, ambulance assistance, and house fires. 
TRAINING SESSIONS: Meeting the first Monday of every month for training 

sessions, the department stays up to date and ready to help. 
AREA COVERED: The department covers the town of Ellendale, 2 miles south, 

6 miles west, and 4 miles east. To the north, the department covers 1 mile past 
Hope. 

LIST OF PERSONNEL: Allen Lee, Jeff Johnson, Steve Louks, Mark Lee, Josh Dale, 
Roger Larson, Richard Johnson, Pat Kruger, Shawn Larson, Richard Mueller, Lo-

gan Busho, Terry Mikesell, Dan Rhoades, Chris Olson, Josh Otto, Josh Moen, No-

lan McGowan, Dustin Burshem, and Tyler McGowan
OFFICERS: Chief Mark Lee, Assistant Chief Logan Busho, Secretary/Treasurer 

Jeff Johnson, Training Officer Nolan McGowan, Executive Board Members Pat 
Krueger and Shawn Larson 

Ellendale  Fire Department

 Front Row, Josh Moen, Mark Lee, Shawn Larson, Dustin Burshem, Tyler McGowan, Back Row, Logan Busho, Terry Mikesell, Nolan 

McGowan, Bud Olson, Pat Kruger, Dan Rhoades, Steve Louks, Allen Lee

Mantorville  Fire Department

Submitted Photo

SERVICE AREA: City of Mantorville and Mantorville, Milton and 
Wasioja townships.

PERSONNEL: 25 members serving about 3,800 residents.

EQUIPMENT: includes two pumpers, two tankers, a rescue van, grass 
rig, pickup and portable air compressor.

One-Year anniver sar Y sale  •  Huge savin gs!
Stop by for a FREE Spring Tune-up on Mower during Warranty

Offer ends May 31, 2016

Authorized Dealer for... Industry Leading Warranty: 
6 years or 2750 Hours

202 Commerce 
Street SW 

Adams,  MN

507
438-9808

Mantorville 
Saloon
Mantorville

507-635-5557Mike Bishman
121 W. Broadway St. 

Owatonna

507-451-0193

Call for your Home Appointment or Quote Today

AUTO • FIRE • LIFE • COMMERCIAL

Hubbell House
Mantorville

507-635-2331

Featuring:

Ag & Truck Tire Sales & Repair
Heavy Duty Truck • Ag & Implement Tire Repair & Sales

Wheel Alignment • Tire Balancing

• Aluminum  
Wheel Polishing 

• Tracks

Now Offering:

After hours 
507-455-0483

507-455-0388
870  32nd Ave NW, Owatonna, MN

Emergency OR On-The-Farm Repair

Allen Lee, Jeff Johnson, Steve Louks, 
Mark Lee, Josh Dale, Roger Larson, 
Richard Johnson, Pat Kruger, Shawn 
Larson, Richard Mueller, Logan 
Busho, Terry Mikesell, Dan Rhoades, 
Chris Olson, Josh Otto, Josh Moen, 
Nolan McGowan, Dustin Burshem, 

and Tyler McGowan

Personnel List:
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The Gold Cross staff of Owatonna had grown out of 

it's 17-year-old office building during the end of 2015. 
"The office or crew quarters was basically a 100-year-old 
house." said Kris Keltgen, Supervisor of Operations at the 
Gold Cross. "Most of the footprint was not usable space.... 
we were making office's out of bedrooms," Keltgen said. 
Something had to be done. "The decision to put up a new 
building was relativity easy, we could have put a quarter of 
a million dollars into repairs, but the foundation still would 
have been crumbling." 

 This focus of taking care of staff was one of the driving 
forces to completion of the new building on South Cedar 
Ave in Owatonna. "The benefit is to our crew members... 
this is a place they can come and feel proud of." Keltgen 
said. "This facility allows us to grow as call volumes go up 
and have everything in one centralized area."

The $700,000 building has been in the planning stage for 
the last year, and was on the brain of Kris Keltgen, for much 
longer then that. "I am solely responsible for the project 

from start to finish... my involvement for this facility, we 
are sitting in, is around 24-30 months," Keltgen said. 

"We are expecting to get 35 to 40 year life span out of 
this building." 

Planning for the future was a constant theme during 
the building's construction. The building's state-of-the-art 
technology upgrades should allow the Gold Cross to serve 
public safety now and for the next several decades. One 
striking feature of the building is an underground fiber optic 
direct internet line from the building to the Mayo Clinic 
network. This direct line allows for consistent internet con-

nection at virtually all times. Keltgen said this connection 
will allow the Gold Cross to expand on online features like 
video conferencing and staff education. 

Keltgen said the possibilities for facility improvement 
are almost endless with the new technology. "It allows for 
more growth in the future, it's wireless, but it has it's own 
network data." Not only will the new facility better serve 
the Gold Crosses needs, but it will also be low cost to main-

tain.  Keltgen said a significant amount of money will be 
saved because of the office and garage upgrades including:

•LED Lighting 

•In-ground heating 
•Energy efficient doors and windows
•R50 ceiling insulation
The public is being invited to an open house on May 15th 

from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Even as Gold Cross prepares to show 
off their newest facility, Keltgen has already moved to work 
on three other projects. "We should be breaking ground any 
day for a new facility in Fairmont." Ketgan continued, say-

ing there is also a hanger and office faculty going up in 
Rochester as part of a fixed-wing emergency aircraft pro-

gram. The third program is a proposed facility in Albert Lea 
that is in the "early stages of planning."

Futuristic Gold Cross building to be 
pinnacle of safety for years to come

By AHREN BACKMAN

By ANNA SEGNER

When a member of the Medford Fire Department re-

sponds to a call, their response time can mean life or death. 
Currently, the fire department finds that the current sta-

tion is just not large enough for their operations.
Their dressing space is tight up against parked fire trucks 

in the garage, and when a few individuals are trying to dress 
in their gear at the same time, it is less than efficient. 

They have to squeeze between narrow walkways of 
parked equipment to get into the response vehicle, and 
sometimes, they might even have to pull out one truck be-

fore they can another in a response. 
All of these delays are a matter of seconds, but those are 

seconds that could have a serious impact on a call. 
These are matters that have been taken very seriously by 

Medford City Council.
Moving forward with the city’s municipal complex plan 

has continued to be a major topic of discussion since 2009. 
Only recently, has the ball on the project been moving a 
little faster.

The plan for the new municipal complex could potential-
ly include a new fire hall, city hall and community center. 

The land north of Medford Senior Care on 3rd Street 
Northeast has been purchased by the city. 

After purchasing the land, a facilities work group hired 
I&S Group of Faribault to design a municipal complex for 
a grant application. The design included relocating the city 
hall and fire department and resulted with a price tag of 
nearly $3 million.

Since, the city of Medford has hired Brunton Architects 
and Engineers to draw up a plan that suits their needs and 
costs no higher than $2.4 million. 

The Medford Fire Department is anxious for the plan, so 
that it can go before the community for approval. 

The needs of MFD are primarily space. 

Currently the fire de-

partment has six appara-

tus bays that are not long 
enough for the necessary 
equipment. The new plan 
will include eight appara-

tus bays, which MFD Chief 
Rick Hager called pretty standard for fire stations. 

“Our current back up pumper is a 1973 and should be 
replaced within the next 3 to 5 years, but the problem is the 
new and improved versions would not fit in the space that 
we currently have,” said Hager. 

Office and conference room space available at their cur-
rent facility are slim to none for the 25 members of the fire 
department. 

“There’s not even enough chairs for all of the members 
right now, so if we have a meeting…there is barely enough 
room for us all in here,” said Hager as he eyed the narrow 
conference room. 

The storage space is as cramped as the operations space. 
In order to retrieve something in the upstairs storage area, 
the members of the fire department are required to crouch 
down to lower than five feet tall to navigate through the 
space with low ceilings.

“Every office has a relief association, and in that associa-

tion, there is a president, vice president, and trustees, so we 
need secure storage to protect and secure information,” said 
Hager. 

As far as outdoor space, the current facility location has 
limited space beyond the parking lot. The potential new lo-

cation would have more green space to run drills and on-
site training. 

Efficiency and safety are of the utmost concern to Hager 
and other members of the municipal building committee. 

The fire station is currently considered the emergency op-

erational center of Medford. Hager said that this is concern-

ing because it is not the strongest structure in the face of a 
strong wind storm. 

Hager said that the municipal building committee had 
two more meetings set with Brunton Architects and Engi-
neers to “confirm numbers and budget.” 

“Once that looks good, we’re looking to put it on the No-

vember ballot,” said Hager. Before the community would 
be asked to vote on the municipal building, there would be 
several informational meetings and tours of current facili-
ties. 

“We’re fulfilling not only the fire department’s needs but 
the entire needs of the city,” said Hager. 

Captions for MFD story:
3076-30178: The current Medford Fire Department fa-

cilities has a dressing space tight up against parked fire 
trucks in the garage. Fire department members remarked 
that when a few individuals are trying to dress in their gear 
at the same time, it is less than efficient.

3071, 3072, 3070: The Medford Fire Department con-

siders their current space limited. Not only can they not 
upgrade some necessary equipment due to lack of storage 
space, but their current garage space makes for less efficient 
responses. 

3069: Storage space at the current facilities of the Med-

ford Fire Department is limited. 
3066 and 3067: Medford Fire Department Chief Rick 

Hager ducks to lower than five feet in order to retrieve 
something out of the current storage space. 

The most recent group photo of the Gold Cross Ambulance paramedics was taken in 2013. 
Some of the paramedics pictured are no longer with Gold Cross, and are noted by their 
names. Paramedics include: (left to right) Ryan Schoon, Kelly Arndt, Max Zell (no longer 
with GC), Ken Ringhofer, Shawn Smith, Matt Mullenbach, Adam McDermott, Scott Borshak, 
Daran Atkinson (no longer with GC), Bobbie Jo McDermott (no longer with GC), Candice 
Borchert, Elizabeth Okerberg, Jeff Howard, Melissa Beaver, Rick Ellingson and Mike 
Gerhartz.

Gold Cross Ambulance- 

         Owatonna

NUMBER OF CALLS: The call load is about 4,000 a year.

STATEMENT: Gold Cross’ mission and purpose is to bring 
fast, advanced life support to as many people as possible. 
Members also have a desire to educate the public on 
what to do before the ambulance gets to the scene.

LIST OF PERSONNEL:  
Full-time Medics: Rick Ellingson, Ken Ringhofer, Jim 
Erickson, Candice Borchert, Ryan Schoon, Jeff Howard.

Part-time Medics: Elizabeth Okerberg, Adam McDermott, 
Trudy Nelson, Melissa Beaver, Shawn Smith, Matthew 
Mullenbach, Kelly Arndt.

AREA COVERED: The department covers all of Steele 
County except for the townships of Berlin, Summit and 
Blooming Prairie. It is an area of about 360 square miles.

NUMBER OF CALLS: Average number of calls per year is 91.

LIST OF PERSONNEL: Tim Amberg, Jon Anhorn, Trevor Davis, Chris Ditlevson, 
Nick Donahue, Curt Edel, Dakota Ellingson, Rick Ellingson, Eric Finholdt, Nick 
Goodnature, Darren Hagen, Brad Hager, Rick Hager, Craig Helgeson, Rich Kucera, 
Rick Lee, Ben Maas, Kelly Markham, Matt Mullenbach, Troy Noble, Jon Possehl, 
Tony Renchin, Mark Ristau, Greg Sanborn, Kevin Sedivy, Dan Simon and Mike 
Smith. 

Assistant fire chief: Greg Sanborn

Commanders: John Anhorn, Craig Helgeson, Rich Kucera, Mike Smith. Emergency 
Management Coordinator: Rick Hager. 

POPULATION: 1300

TOWNS: Medford (including rural) Counties: Steele. Townships Medford and 18 
sections of Deerfield. 

SQUARE MILES: 36
■ At right is a picture of the newly sworn in firefighters for 2015. Back row:  Kevin 
Sedivy (left), Nick Donahue, Chris Ditlevson, Jon Possehl and Mark Ristau. Front row: 
Kelly Markham (left), Ben Maas, Rick Lee and Dakota Ellingson. Not pictured: Rick 
Ellingson or any of the veteran firefighters. 
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The Gold Cross staff of Owatonna had grown out of 

it's 17-year-old office building during the end of 2015. 
"The office or crew quarters was basically a 100-year-old 
house." said Kris Keltgen, Supervisor of Operations at the 
Gold Cross. "Most of the footprint was not usable space.... 
we were making office's out of bedrooms," Keltgen said. 
Something had to be done. "The decision to put up a new 
building was relativity easy, we could have put a quarter of 
a million dollars into repairs, but the foundation still would 
have been crumbling." 

 This focus of taking care of staff was one of the driving 
forces to completion of the new building on South Cedar 
Ave in Owatonna. "The benefit is to our crew members... 
this is a place they can come and feel proud of." Keltgen 
said. "This facility allows us to grow as call volumes go up 
and have everything in one centralized area."

The $700,000 building has been in the planning stage for 
the last year, and was on the brain of Kris Keltgen, for much 
longer then that. "I am solely responsible for the project 

from start to finish... my involvement for this facility, we 
are sitting in, is around 24-30 months," Keltgen said. 

"We are expecting to get 35 to 40 year life span out of 
this building." 

Planning for the future was a constant theme during 
the building's construction. The building's state-of-the-art 
technology upgrades should allow the Gold Cross to serve 
public safety now and for the next several decades. One 
striking feature of the building is an underground fiber optic 
direct internet line from the building to the Mayo Clinic 
network. This direct line allows for consistent internet con-

nection at virtually all times. Keltgen said this connection 
will allow the Gold Cross to expand on online features like 
video conferencing and staff education. 

Keltgen said the possibilities for facility improvement 
are almost endless with the new technology. "It allows for 
more growth in the future, it's wireless, but it has it's own 
network data." Not only will the new facility better serve 
the Gold Crosses needs, but it will also be low cost to main-

tain.  Keltgen said a significant amount of money will be 
saved because of the office and garage upgrades including:

•LED Lighting 

•In-ground heating 
•Energy efficient doors and windows
•R50 ceiling insulation
The public is being invited to an open house on May 15th 

from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Even as Gold Cross prepares to show 
off their newest facility, Keltgen has already moved to work 
on three other projects. "We should be breaking ground any 
day for a new facility in Fairmont." Ketgan continued, say-

ing there is also a hanger and office faculty going up in 
Rochester as part of a fixed-wing emergency aircraft pro-

gram. The third program is a proposed facility in Albert Lea 
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