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AREA DEATHSINSIDE

VILLAGE AFFAIR:
MORE THAN 80 VENDORS SHOWED 

THEIR CRAFTS AT THE POPULAR SHOW.

BY HOWARD LESTRUD
STAFF WRITER

Southern Minnesota farmers had a 
good reason to be grumpy after a light 
dusting of snow struck overnight last 
Thursday.

The snow forced Blooming Prairie 
area farmers to stay out of the corn 
fields on Friday because of wet 
conditions. "The snow causes the 
combines to get plugged up," said 
Jerry Ingvalson of Ingvalson Farms 
Inc., Blooming Prairie.

"We just started with the corn 
harvest and we're about a month 
behind on the corn," said Patrick 
O'Connor of O'Connor Family Farms, 
Blooming Prairie.

"We are struggling in farm 
country and it is challenging to say 
the least," O'Connor said. "When we 
get back in the field, we will have to 
push that much harder because we 
have a shorter window," O'Connor 
added.

Most area farmers have completed 
the soybean harvest, which was 
also late because of a cool, wet 
August. The harvest "was average," 
said O'Connor. August is when the 
soybean crop is made, O'Connor 
explained. "Our August weather was 
not ideal for growing conditions," he 
added.

Some farmers reported cases of 
white mold striking their soybean 
crops and cutting down on the yields.

Ingvalson said the bean harvest 

was off about 15 percent from last 
year, which saw the best soybean crop 
ever.

The corn fields actually dried 
out with some warm and windy 
weather in mid-October, area farmers 
reported. Two weeks earlier, the corn 
fields were still very wet.

Ingvalson said his work crews 
were busy on corn harvesting early 

last week 
with yields 
similar to 
last year 
when harvest 
yields were 
mentioned in 
the 200-plus 
bushels to the 
acre.

The corn 
is standing 
well, area 
farmers said. 
Nearly all of 
the corn for 
grain crop 

has reached maturity.
Corn moisture has been reported 

from 22 percent to 26 percent.
Ryan Miller, University of 

Minnesota Extension educator for the 
southern Minnesota area, said the 
corn harvest has just begun on most 
acreages and wet weather has pushed 
back progress. He said soybeans were 
almost completely harvested.

BY RICK BUSSLER
PUBLISHER

In the first of its kind effort, 
United Way of Steele County is 
pushing for people to be just a bit 
kinder and gentler to others.

The local United Way, along 
with other organizations 
throughout Minnesota, is 
organizing a Live United T-Shirt 
Day on Friday, Nov. 10. In 
addition, United Way Executive 
Director Kim Schaufenbuel is 
calling for the entire week of 
Nov. 6-10 be used to promote 
United Acts of Kindness.

“Can’t we all just be 
encouraged to be kinder to each 
other?” Schaufenbuel asked as 
she announced plans for the 
initiative. “Think about others 
and how to consciously think 
about making someone else’s 
day better.”

T-shirts for $5 can be ordered 
by contacting the United Way 
office. Schaufenbuel encourages 
people to order early as supplies 
are limited. Citizens are urged 
to show their community spirit 
by wearing their shirts on Nov. 
10.

“We are asking that you don’t 
just wear the t-shirt but live 
it by doing an act of kindness 
for at least one other person,” 
Schaufenbuel said. 

BY RICK BUSSLER
PUBLISHER

Kevin Walsh didn’t need to search 
very far or long for the great pumpkin 
this Halloween. He found it right in 
his rural Ellendale back yard.

In fact, he stumbled across three 
giants of pumpkins weighing 1,480, 
1,440 and 1,300 pounds each. The 
largest one brought him ninth place 
and a $300 cash prize in the giant 
pumpkin weigh-off during Stillwater 
Harvest Fest a couple weeks ago. 

Walsh said the Stillwater weigh-off 
is one of the biggest pumpkin contests 
in the world. “I was hoping to get in 

the top 10 and I did,” he said.
The Stillwater contest was held 

on the same day as another huge 
pumpkin weigh-in at the Circleville 
Pumpkin Show in Ohio where the 
top pumpkin was 1,701 pounds. The 
record at the Ohio show is 1,964 
pounds in 2014. 

Walsh doesn’t only know how to 
grow pumpkins big, but also ugly. He 
placed in the top three for the ugliest 
pumpkin at a contest in Iowa earlier 
this fall.

Growing pumpkins has become 
a hobby for Walsh over the past four 
years. 

BY HOWARD LESTRUD
STAFF WRITER

"We need people to get out 
and vote for the betterment of 
education," says Barry Olson, 
superintendent of Blooming 
School District 756.

The polls will be open from 12 
noon to 8 p.m. at the Blooming 
Prairie Elementary School 
on Tuesday, Nov. 7 with three 
referendum items on the ballot.

Four school board posts 
will also be filled. Seeking re-
election are Rodney Krell, Pam 
Hameister and Kelly Braaten. 
Dean Meshke is seeking his first 
term. Current board member 
Michelle Vigeland did not file for 
re-election.

The first question proposes 
to revoke the school district's 
existing voter approved 
referendum revenue 
authorization of $436 per 
pupil and to approve a new 
authorization of $436 per pupil, 
subject to an annual increase at 
the rate of inflation. If renewed, 
the levy will bring in $790,000.

The current operating levy 
runs out in year 2020 for funds 
to be used in the 2020-21 budget 
year. If this levy is passed, the 
board will be able to plan on the 
funds continuing for 10 years 
beginning with the 2019 tax 
year, used for the 2019-20 school 
year. This referendum if passed 
has no tax impact on district 
residents.

The second question asks 
for approval of an additional 

$100 per pupil for technology 
purposes.

Question 3 asks for approval 
of an additional $60 per pupil for 
reducing class size.

In order for Questions 2 and 3 
to be approved, Question 1 must 
be approved.

Olson said that Questions 
2 and 3 would amount to a tax 
increase of $47.65 on a $150,000 
house, $29.78 on Question 2 and 
$17.87 on Question 3.

Operating referendums 
provide monies for the general 
fund and are taxed on only 
the value of the house and 
surrounding one acre of land, 
or the value of commercial 
property. This is taxed, using the 
same rate for all.

If the operating levy is 
renewed, it will bring  in 
$800,000 to the district. If 
question 2 is approved, it will 
bring in $74,000. A "yes" vote on 
question 3 will raise $35,000.

Olson told members of the 
Blooming Prairie Area Chamber 
of Commerce recently that 
the BP schools are running as 
smoothly as he has ever seen.

If all levies are approved, it 
will mean $160 more per pupil 
unit. Blooming Prairie's per 
pupil unit of $860 is well below 
the state average of $1,139, Olson 
says.

More information on the 
school levies may be obtained 
from a flyer that was sent to all 
school district residents, or by 
contacting Superintendent Olson 
at 507-583-4426.

BY RICK BUSSLER
PUBLISHER

Minnesota’s best ambassadors, including several 
from Steele County, have been chosen to volunteer for 
the upcoming Super Bowl in Minneapolis.

Among the 10,000 volunteers accepted to Crew 52 
are Owatonna mayor Tom Kuntz, Medford mayor Lois 
Nelson, Blooming Prairie chamber director Becky 
Noble, Diane Olson of Blooming Prairie and Sharon 
Gaulrapp and Julie Kriesel of Owatonna. Crew 52 is 
the official volunteer force of Super Bowl LII. 

“I’m very excited about this opportunity,” said 
Mayor Kuntz. “The Super Bowl doesn’t come to 

Minnesota every day and this is one opportunity to be 
involved.”

Mayor Nelson also shared in the excitement. “It’s 
something different and it will be a fun experience,” 
she said. 

Noble, who regularly promotes Blooming Prairie, 
is excited about having the chance to promote the 
entire state. “It’s easy to talk about Minnesota 
because it’s a great state to live in,” she said. “I love to 
go out and meet people.”

The volunteers won’t find out until an all-volunteer 
orientation in St. Paul on Nov. 12 what exactly they 
will be doing during the 10-day festival. 

The Great 
Pumpkin

Ellendale man grows whoppers of pumpkins

The race to finish harvest

With soybeans completed, 
snow interrupts corn harvest

Local volunteers accepted for Super Bowl
Area mayors among crew to promote state

BP voters face school 
referendum Nov. 7

Help spread 
the kindness

United Way urges kind acts 
during special week

STAFF PHOTO: RICK BUSSLER
Kevin Walsh of rural Ellendale grew three giant pumpkins this year with the top two weighing in at 1,480 and 1,440 pounds. 
He earned honors at two contests in Iowa and Stillwater this fall. He is sitting on the pumpkin that was chosen as the 
ugliest pumpkin in one of the contests.

STAFF PHOTO: HOWARD LESTRUD
Because of wet weather conditions, the corn harvest timeline has been pushed 
back. Here, crews of Ingvalson Farms harvest a field just north of Blooming Prairie 
in Steele County. A light snowfall on Thursday night kept the farmers out of the 
corn fields on Friday, further delaying an already prolonged harvest season.
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“We are 
struggling in 
farm country 

and it is 
challenging to 
say the least.”

Patrick O’Connor
Blooming Prairie Area 

Farmer



Negativity in the world is rampant. The 
world is full of a lot of fear and even more 
negativity, skepticism and cynicism. 

You’re bound to encounter people who 
disagree with you or people who seem out to 
bring you down. 

To help turn the world into a better place, 
start from turning yourself into a better 
person. And one prominent organization has 
come up with a way to do just that.

This year United Way organizations across 
Minnesota are throwing the biggest ever 
kindness celebration just ahead of World 
Kindness Day, which is marked on Nov. 13. 
From Nov. 6-10, United Way is encouraging 
people to promote random acts of kindness. 

In Steele County, the local United Way is 
selling t-shirts as a way for people to show 
community spirit and promote their acts of 
kindness. United Way is urging everyone to 
wear t-shirts on Nov. 10.

We think every day should be Kindness Day, 
but let’s pull together and mark your calendars 
for the week of Nov. 6 to do at least one random 
act of kindness during the week. 

Kindness can be contagious. It all starts 
with one simple act—one smile, one coffee 
for a stranger or one favor for a friend. It’s an 
opportunity for participants to leave the world 
better than they found it and inspire others to 
do the same. 

We all need a refresher in spreading 
kindness throughout schools, communities and 
homes. We believe in the power of kindness to 
change the way people see and experience the 
world. 

It’s imperative that we all learn how to teach 
kindness. Social emotional learning skills like 
caring, compassion, self-care, helpfulness, 
responsibility and respect not only need to be 
taught, but demonstrated in every move we 
make.

Skepticism and finger pointing are not 
conducive to creating 
better communities or 
workplaces. We all need 
to find ways to be kinder 
and gentler to each 
other and pull together 
in helping to spread the 
kindness. 

Kindness starts with 
one. Won’t you be the one 
that promotes positivity 
instead of fueling more 
negativity into the lives of 
others?

Being kind not only 
benefits the receiver. It 
also impacts the giver. 
Doing something good for 
somebody else will make 
you feel better about 
yourself, and, in turn, 
create a more tolerable 
world to live in. 

Perhaps it’s time for 
you to kill others with 
kindness.

Kill ‘em with 
kindness

To-the-Editor:
The five leading Republicans running for 

Governor of Minnesota will be in town at a 
forum at the Owatonna Country Club on Nov. 
2 starting at 6 p.m.  This is a great opportunity 
to meet these candidates face to face.  It will be 
both an informative as well as enjoyable night.  

We believe one of these five men will be our 
next Governor and it is a great opportunity 
to meet them personally without having to 
drive out of town.  Serious questions regarding 
important issues will be asked as well as some 
other “speed round” questions by Emcee State 
Representative Greg Davids.  

We invite you to buy your tickets online at 
steelecountyrepublicans.com before we are sold 
out as there is limited seating. 

Pam Seaser
Owatonna

Governor candidates 
coming to Owatonna
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Minnesotans owning homestead property should 
have had Oct. 16 marked on the calendar as the date 
that the second half of 2017 property taxes were due. 
Since the usual due date of Oct. 15 fell on a Sunday, 
taxpayers had until the following business day to pay 
taxes owed. 

Whether you sent a check by that date or had 
already paid, all Minnesotans should take this time 
to review their eligibility for a state-paid property 
tax refund. Eligibility status can change from year to 
year so even if you haven’t qualified in the past, it’s 
worth double-checking this year.

In general, homeowners who owned and lived in 
their home on Jan. 2, 2016, 
and Jan. 2, 2017, and have 
a household income of less 
than $108,660 may qualify 
for a maximum refund of 
$2,660. There also is Special 
Homestead Credit Refund that 
is not subject to income limits. 
To qualify, the net property 
tax on a homestead must 
have increased by more than 
12 percent from 2016 to 2017 
and more than $100, and the 

increase cannot be the result of home improvements. 
The maximum Special Refund is $1,000.

It’s important to note that household income is 
different than taxable income reported on state 
income tax returns. Household income takes into 
account various other forms of income to ensure 
the limited property tax refund revenue is directed 
toward those most in need. The refund form will 
guide you toward calculating your total household 
income.

Renters also should consider applying for a 
property tax refund. Although renters do not 
directly pay property taxes, the cost of this expense 
is built into rents charged by landlords. In general, a 
renter’s household income for 2016 must be less than 
$58,880, and the maximum refund is $2,060.

The Minnesota Department of Revenue has 
improved efforts to keep taxpayers informed of 
their refund’s status in recent years. The Revenue 
department is, unfortunately, a big target for cyber-
criminals because of the type of information it 

collects, but the agency also has one of the most 
robust systems for protecting taxpayer information. 
Part of that system includes individual monitoring 
of any irregular information or activity. It’s a 
necessary step that sometimes causes lags between 
when information is received and when refunds are 
paid out.

If you are concerned about the status of your 
refund, you may visit http://www.revenue.state.
mn.us and click on “Where’s My Refund.” This will 
guide you through a few steps to determine whether 
your application is under review or complete. This 
website also provides all forms and information 
needed to apply for a property tax refund.

Some agricultural land owners have been asking 
about the School Building Bond Agricultural Tax 
Credit approved by the legislature last session. 
Through this $35 million investment, agricultural 
land owners will see an automatic, state-paid credit 
on 2018 property tax statements that will be mailed 
next spring. The credit is equal to 40 percent of 
property taxes attributable to local school bond 
referenda, including previously passed levies as 
well as new ones that may be approved this fall. 
A bipartisan group of lawmakers from rural 
Minnesota pushed for this credit to take some 
pressure off local farmers while providing rural 
schools a better path to improve facilities the way 
metro-area schools are able.

If you have any questions about these or any 
other property tax issues, please don’t hesitate to 
contact me. I also encourage you to keep an eye out 
for proposed 2018 property tax statements that will 
be sent in November, and to attend Truth in Taxation 
meetings that will be held before the end of the year. 
It’s the best place to provide feedback to your local 
elected officials.

My contact information is sen.dan.sparks@
senate.mn or 651-296-9248. You also can keep track 
of what the legislature is doing on the website, www.
senate.mn, where you can sign up to follow 
committees of interest or receive other notifications.

Dan Sparks is the Minnesota senator for District 27, 
which includes Freeborn and Mower counties as well 
as Blooming Prairie and southern Dodge County. He 
resides in Austin.

Check your property tax refund status

This week marks my eighth anniversary of 
owning the Steele County Times. I vowed to myself 
that I wouldn’t write about another anniversary like 
I have at some points in the past, but here I am once 
again.

I think the reason I wanted to highlight this 
anniversary is because of the kind of year I have 
experienced. 

Without a doubt, this past year has been the 
most challenging time for me at the newspaper. An 
employee embezzlement, which is still pending in 
the court system, and a failed bookkeeping system, 
also hung up in the courts, seemed to set us back in 
so many ways. Some state and national awards along 
the way helped ease the pain, but sadly, they won’t 
ever erase the bad memories of this past year.

I could go on, but I’m going to put a cap on 
focusing on the negative aspects. 

As I mark another year with this newspaper, 
I want to dwell on a positive trend I have noticed 
over the past few years. It’s reader involvement and 
engagement in the community newspaper, which I 
believe is at an all-time high for our paper. I’ve often 
written about the overall growth of the newspaper, 
but have failed to signal out the growth related to the 
involvement of our readers. 

We consistently receive phone calls, emails, 
letters and even in person visits from readers 
sharing ideas for stories they would like to see in the 
newspaper. People are always letting us know tips 
about life in our corner of southeastern Minnesota. 
While it’s difficult for us to follow through on every 
lead provided to us, we make every attempt to do 
as much as we can given the staff and resources we 
have. 

I remember back to when I first came in 2009 and 
there was not a lot of community engagement with 
the newspaper. Through our countywide expansion 

about five years ago and other 
efforts, we have changed the 
way folks across the county 
look at the Times. 

This is a perfect chance 
for me to thank our readers 
for becoming engaged and 
involved in the newspaper. 
We want to hear from you 
with story ideas, photo 
opportunities and suggestions 
on what we can do better to 
enhance our coverage across 
the county. 

I also want to thank our 
advertisers for supporting the newspaper. Without 
the advertising support, we would not have been 
able to accomplish many of the things that we 
have over the past several years. Advertising and 
subscriptions are the single sources of what allows a 
newspaper to function and thrive.   

My goal is to keep readers informed of what’s 
going on in their communities. It’s invigorating 
and exciting each week to build a newspaper from 
scratch. What’s even more stimulating is see the 
final product roll off the presses and into the hands 
of our readers. 

It’s my hope that readers are happy with the 
end result we come up with every week. There 
is nothing more satisfying for me than to have a 
strong newspaper that serves the county and all the 
communities around the area. I made a commitment 
eight years ago that I would produce a quality 
hometown news source. 

As I head into another year, I’m in hot pursuit of 
making sure that commitment doesn’t change and 
remains as strong as ever.

Finding the positive after a troubling year

Hot Pursuit
RICK BUSSLER

Special week focuses on kind acts to others
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verification purposes. Letters are accepted through 
personal delivery, by mail or by email at bptimes@
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Opinions expressed in letters to the editor do not 
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County Times and the editor reserves the right to edit 
letters when necessary. Please limit opinions to no 
longer than 350 words.
The Steele County Times encourages readers to write 
letters to the editor as a means of communicating 
ideas and opinions with others, with a goal being to 
make the community better for all people.

2017 - 2 State Awards
2016 - 6 National Awards, 
8 State Awards 
2015 - 4 National Awards,  
7 State Awards
2014 - 3 National Awards,  
3 State Awards
2013 - 2 National Awards, 
7 State Awards
2012 - 2 State Awards
2011 - 4 National Award
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Share your 
kind acts

The Times will be 
sharing a special 
page highlighting 
random acts of 

kindness in next 
week’s edition. 
Please share 
with us ways 

that people have 
expressed kind 
acts to you by 

sending us details 
at bptimes@

frontiernet.net 
or dropping off 
at our office at 

411 E. Main St. in 
Blooming Prairie.

DAN SPARKS
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“Imagine if we were all united in 
showing kindness to one another during 
the same week.”

United Way wants people to live it by 
showing kindness at their workplaces, 
schools and neighborhoods and with 
family and friends. 

At least for one week Schaufenbuel 
would like to set aside the on-going 
negativity in the world. “There is a lot 
of skepticism and fingerpointing that 
is not conducive to creating a better 
community,” she said. She added things 
would be better if everyone pulled 
together and called out the goodness of 
one another.

Schaufenbuel also urges people to 
capture their kindness on video or 
pictures and share it on social media. 
People can access United Way on Twitter 
at UWSteeleCounty or United Way of 
Steele County on Facebook.

“Show us that the live united spirit is 
active in our county,” she said.  

United Way’s mission is to change lives 
by mobilizing and optimizing the caring 
power of the community. 

FROM PAGE A1

Crew 52 volunteers will serve 
at public gathering points such 
as airports, skyways, hotels 
and Super Bowl host committee 
events to ensure visitors have 
the best guest experience 
during their time in Minnesota. 

Volunteers are asked to 
fulfill three shifts during 
the festival. Benefits for the 
volunteers include a free 
winter-ready uniform and 
the opportunity to take part 
in a once-in-a-generation 
opportunity to showcase 
Minnesota on the world’s 
largest stage.

Nelson hopes she will be a 
hostess at one of the venues like 
the Mall of America, Nicollet 
Mall or the airport. “I just 
hope it doesn't interfere with a 
council meeting,” she said with 
a laugh.

A long-time Vikings fan, 
Nelson hopes for something else 
with the Super Bowl. “Wouldn’t 
it be nice if the purple was up 
there,” she said.

Owatonna’s Kuntz is proud 
of the fact that the glass in the 
new US Bank Stadium came 
from a manufacturer in his city. 
Viracon provided all the glass 
for the stadium. “How can I be 
more proud?” he asked. 

While the Super Bowl 
volunteer opportunity will be 
more of a personal endeavor 

for Kuntz, he also would like 
to promote his city if possible. 
“Anytime I do anything, I try to 
sell Owatonna,” he said. 

Kuntz said the Super Bowl 
will bAe a great chance to sell 
Minnesota’s four seasons to 
people from all over the world.  

More than 30,000 people 
applied to volunteer and 15,000 
received interviews. More than 
90 percent of the volunteer 
applicants are from Minnesota, 
hailing from about 500 different 
cities across the state.

Blooming Prairie’s Noble is 
thrilled about being selected 
as one of the volunteers. She 
said each applicant was given 
a 10-minute interview. “It was 
like a cheerleading session to 
see how excited you can get 
to be a part of it,” she said. “It 
really was a rah-rah interview.” 

The Super Bowl committee 
is a private, non-profit 
corporation formed to plan and 
execute festivities around next 
February’s Super Bowl. 

“We are do fortunate to 
have 10,000 of Minnesota’s best 
ambassadors ready to join Crew 
52,” said Maureen Bausch, CEO 
of the Super Bowl committee. 
“Our volunteer orientation in 
St. Paul will be the first time we 
get the crew together as a team 
and channel our Super Bowl 
excitement into action.”

GUEST COLUMN

BY TIM PENNY

Every October we hold 
what I consider to be Southern 
Minnesota Initiative Foundation’s 
“family reunion.” The Foundation 
hosts its annual luncheon, and 
each year the SMIF Family keeps 
growing.

In attendance are – the 
grandparents of SMIF, including 
some founding and early Board 
members; cousins, such as our 
sister foundations and other 
area philanthropies; a few new 
kids, such as new loan and 
grant clients. Add to that our 
current Board members, staff, 
AmeriCorps LEAP members, City 
and County reps, elected officials, 
funders, partners, business 
leaders, and other regional 
collaborators, and you can easily 
see how our reunion has grown to 
include over 250 regional leaders.

This year marked the one-year 
anniversary since launching our 
new SMIF brand: collaborating 
for regional vitality. Part of the 
process of collaborating more 
broadly across our region is 
making sure we’re reaching 
even our smallest communities. 
Communities with under 5,000 
residents comprise 46 percent of 
our region’s population. About 
45 percent of SMIF’s investments 
over the past five years have gone 
to these smaller communities.

Over the years, we’ve seen 
these communities innovate 
and come together to sustain a 
vibrant way of life, even in the 
face of a constant narrative of 
rural decline. Yes, our population 
is shifting, and our towns 
look different, but our rural 
communities have proven that 
they can still boast a high quality 
of life.

It takes work, though. New 
leaders need to step up. More 
resources need to be corralled. 
People need to keep giving of their 
time, talents and money. As Vicky 
Tribon, one of the founding board 
members for the Harmony Area 
Community Foundation, said 
in an annual report interview, 
“You have to strive to make your 
community vibrant; it just doesn’t 
happen on its own.”

SMIF announced two new 
programs launched in 2017 to help 
small town community leaders 
looking toward the future, and 
looking for some added resources 
to get them there. The first is our 
Small Town Grants program. 
SMIF left the parameters fairly 
wide on the pilot round, and ended 

up granting $61,500 to seven 
communities for collaborative, 
strategic projects. Watch next 
year for our second round of small 
town grants.

The second program is an 
especially exciting initiative, 
new to Minnesota, but not to 
rural America. This program is 
being undertaken in partnership 
with the Center for Rural 
Entrepreneurship. The Center’s 
Energizing Entrepreneurs is 
a proven-model for economic 
development. SMIF is bringing 
this economic model to southern 
Minnesota by launching its Rural 
Entrepreneurial Venture (REV) 
program. Five REV communities 
were announced at the luncheon, 
all with populations 5,000 or 
below. The communities are 
Blue Earth (Faribault County), 
Lake City (Wabasha County), 
Lanesboro & Spring Valley 
(Fillmore County), Le Sueur (Le 
Sueur County), and Spring Grove 
(Houston County).

The keynote at the “reunion” 
luncheon was Christopher 
Ingraham, a reporter for The 
Washington Post. A couple years 
ago, after calling Red Lake 
County, Minnesota “the ugliest 
place in America” based on USDA 
natural amenities data, he ended 
up leaving behind his three 
hours of East Coast commuting 
to move to Red Lake Falls. His 
presentation was a huge hit with 
the audience and left us inspired 
about our work to keep our 
rural communities vibrant and 
prosperous.

“A Pew Research poll of people 
living in big cities indicates that 
80 percent of them want to live in 
a small town or rural area,” said 
Ingraham. “People don’t need 
to be told why it’s great in these 
small communities, they need to 
know that’s it’s possible for them 
to make the move.”

With the Greater Minnesota 
way of “getting it done,” I’m 
confident we can continue to 
remake our communities, while 
still retaining many of the things 
that make them great in the first 
place.

Here’s to another exciting year 
ahead. We’ll see you on the road. 
#smallbutmighty.

As always, I welcome your 
comments and questions. You can 
reach me at timp@smifoundation.
org or 507-455-3215.

Tim Penny is the president 
and CEO of Southern Minnesota 
Initiative Foundation based in 
Owatonna. He is also a former U.S. 
Congressman.

Rural futures: The road aheadI know I am dating myself but do 
you remember watching pro rasslin' 
on KROC-TV and loving to hate one 
of the villains named Stan (Krusher) 
Kowalski?

After doing farm chores on 
our small dairy farm, seven miles 
southwest of Blooming Prairie, I 
remember cleaning up and sitting 
down to watch an evening of pro 
wrestling.

Two mean looking types, 
Kowalski and tag team partner Tiny 
Mills, were regulars on the program. 
Both were branded as villains in 
their role as Murder Inc. Kowalski 
died Friday, Oct. 21 at age 91.

I knew that pro wrestling was 
sheer entertainment but I still liked 
to relax and enjoy it.

Well, many years later at our 
residence in Forest Lake, I got to 
know Kowalski through the Lions 
International organization. I was 
a member of the Forest Lake Lions 
Club and Kowalski was a long-time 
member of the Spring Lake Park 

Lions Club.
Our mutual interests brought us 

together at district meetings in the 
Twin Cities. 

Kowalski was loud and boisterous 
on the 
wrestling mat 
but caring and 
loving outside 
the ring. As a 
Lion, he was 
involved in 
providing help 
to those in 
need.

Kowalski 
was also very 
involved with 
the Greater 
United Way 

in the Twin Cities and he also was 
very proud of his military service 
in the U.S. Air Force. As a veteran 
he became involved in the Veterans 
of Foreign Wars organization and 
even served as state commander. He 
was involved in many movements 

involving veterans.
I loved to hook up with Kowalski 

at our mid-winter conventions in 
Bloomington. He was a hit in all the 
hospitality rooms because he was a 
quality story teller and joke teller. 
A good joke teller seems to laugh 
harder than those listening. He was a 
good joke teller.

The Krusher could be a little 
off base sometimes in sharing his 
humor, which bordered on being 
offensive.

I remember going to a retirement 
party for a superintendent in Forest 
Lake. Kowalski, a former school 
board member in Blaine, showed up 
unannounced. He put everyone on 
pins and needles as he needled the 
retiring superintendent.

This man was a very dedicated 
community activist. He was recently 
saluted at a Minnesota Twins game 
and given the honor of raising the 
American flag. He was surrounded 
by his loving family and remembered 
by many including me.

HOWARD 
LESTRUD

REFLECTIONS...
and how 

Reflections
HOWARD LESTRUD

The Krusher was crude, but caring
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He got the idea from his 
brother-in-law in St. Louis, 
who called him encouraging 
him to grow pumpkins. The 
brother-in-law had tried grow 
them in St. Louis, but didn’t 
have luck because of the warm 
temperatures, Walsh said.

He has since found a knack for 
growing whoppers. “Southern 
Minnesota is the pumpkin belt 
where the climate is just right,” 
Walsh said.

Walsh spends the winter 
months studying genetics on the 
internet. He purchases pumpkin 
seeds at auctions throughout the 
winter. He spends roughly $100 on 
each seed, but they can go as high 
as $500 per seed. 

The seeds are usually planted 
around April 20 in a greenhouse. 
And then the real heavy lifting 
begins.

Once the plants are ready for 
the outdoors, Walsh clears away 
4,000 square feet to plant four 
seeds. One pumpkin grows on 
each plant. 

Over the next several months, 
Walsh fertilizes and waters lots. 
To aid in the effort to land the 
great pumpkin, he has installed 
overhead sprinklers with timers. 
The first year he did it with a 
garden hose. During the peak 
months of July and August, he 
uses 150 gallons of water per day 
for each plant. 

He spends about six hours 
each day throughout the summer 
caring for his pumpkin patch. 
“It’s pretty involved,” Walsh 
says. “It’s a pretty big time 
commitment.”

Success of the pumpkin crop 
is dependent on the weather 
conditions. And last year wasn’t 
very favorable for Walsh. “It was 
a bad year for the Midwest. We 
had too much rain and hail. 
It just beat the crap out of 
my plants,” he said, noting 
pumpkins are susceptible to 
hail rot disease.

But this year was a 
different story. “This 
year we had perfect 
growing conditions,” 
Walsh said. “All the storms 
went around us this year,” he 

added.
He has invested in wind 

fencing to protect his pumpkins 
from wind. He has also looked 
into hail netting to put over the 
patch, but hasn’t done it yet.

During the peak growing, 
pumpkins swell about 50 pounds 
each day, Walsh said. 

Asked what his secret to 
growing giants, Walsh said, “The 
more time you put in.”

Walsh has disappointments as 
well. This year he elected to pick a 
pumpkin 10 days before one of the 
contests. He came up 19 pounds 
short of winning a $1,000 prize. 
“That’s the first time I ever picked 

one early,” 
he said, 
adding he 
gambled 
out of 
concern 
for the 
pumpkin 
rotting if 
he had left 
it. 

After 
the 
contests, 
Walsh is 
donating 

his whoppers of pumpkins to 
area farmers, who bring tractors 
to smash them up and bring 
pumpkin to feed their animals. 

Walsh said the world’s record 
pumpkin is from Europe and 
weighed in at 2,600 pounds. He is 
aiming for a pumpkin between 
1,700 and 2,000 pounds next 
season.

“It’s a very time consuming 
hobby,” Walsh concedes. “I love 
it.”

“It’s a 
very time 

consuming 
hobby. 
I love it.”

Kevin Walsh
Great Pumpkin 

Grower

BY RICK BUSSLER
PUBLISHER

A fire destroyed a detached garage and two vehicles in 
Blooming Prairie Wednesday morning.

The blaze broke out just after 8 a.m. in the garage 
located off the alley behind the 200 block of 2nd Avenue 
NW. By the time Blooming Prairie firefighters arrived on 
the scene, the garage was engulfed in flames, according 
to fire chief Dean Naatz. 

While the blaze was knocked down fairly quickly, 
firefighters had trouble with it flaring up from leaking 
fuel in one of the vehicles, Naatz said. It took about 45 
minutes to bring the fire completely under control, he 
added. 

Sarah Cooke, who owns the garage, was home at the 
time of the fire. Her children had just left a short time 
earlier for school, which is located across the street from 
their house. 

Besides the entire garage burning down, Cooke also 
lost two vehicles—one in the garage and another one 
parked just outside. The car in the garage had not been 
driven for at least 12 hours, Naatz said.

The fire chief said it’s likely the exact cause will never 
be known. “There was nothing left,” Naatz said. 

A neighboring garage suffered some minor heat 
damage to the siding, Naatz said. He added a house in the 
area lost power, but BP Utilities quickly restored power.

Damage is estimated at about $45,000.

Fire destroys detached 
garage in BP

STAFF PHOTO: RICK BUSSLER
Two vehicles and a detached garage were destroyed Wednesday morning in a fire in the alley behind the 200 block of 
2nd Avenue NW across from Blooming Prairie Elementary School. The Blooming Prairie Fire Department knocked down the 
blaze quickly and remained on the scene for about 1 ½ hours. Fire chief Dean Naatz said the cause is undetermined.
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Construction

Accountants
Steele County Times Professional Directory

Johnson Construction 
& Tree Service

Tree & Stump Removal •Trimming & Topping •Tree Moving 
Lot Clearing • Backhoe/Skidloader • Hauling General Construction

24 Hr. Emergency Services • Year Round Work • Licensed & Insured
KYLE JOHNSON • 507-583-7592
AUSTIN & BLOOMING PRAIRIE

Construction

Funeral Planning
A Simple, Thoughtful Act of Caring

PREARRANGEMENT & PREFUNDING

Worlein Blooming Prairie Funeral Home
418 Highway Ave S. ,Blooming Prairie, MN

Mary Kittelson
NFDA Certified Preplanning Consultant • Licensed Agent - Purple Cross Plans

507-583-7561
www.worlein.com

Automotive

ROD & TESS KOSTER, Owners
Bus: 507-583-2018 • Fax: 507-583-2317

Hwy. 218 • Blooming Prairie
www.kostercarkorner.com

FOR THAT HOMETOWN PERSONAL TOUCH

Garbage
SKJEVELAND ENTERPRISES

YOU CAN
 COUNT ON US!

Sanitation & Recycling Services
Pride in service since 2007

• Sanitation & Recycling Services
• Roll-Offs & Dumpsters
• Rubbish & Garbage Removal

Contact Skjeveland Enterprises today!

5 0 7 - 5 2 8 - 9 9 0 0

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

J.A. Gwilt Siders, Inc.
Siding,  Windows,  Gutters,  Roof ing & Decks

Known for our exceptional quality of material and labor.

Call 507-456-1504 
for your FREE 

estimates!
Serving Steele County 

for 20 years.

507.446.8900
2365 43rd St. NW • Owatonna

BridalRecreation

Hwy 218 S.
Blooming Prairie

www.minersoutdoor.com • 507-583-2712

Outdoor Power Equipment, 
Golf Carts, ATV, Sales Service, 

Parts & Accessories

Orthodontic Specialist
132 2ND AVE. NE

BLOOMING PRAIRIE

Building 

Healthy

Smiles!

Dr. Deborah J. Lien, DDS, MBSDr. Deborah J. Lien, DDS, MBS
ORTHODONTIC SPECIALIST

507.583.6613drdeborahlienorthodontics.com

FREE CONSULTATIONS

Prairie Manor Care Center 
& Heather Haus

220 3rd St. NW,
Blooming Prairie
583-4434

Assistance 
Dogs 
Provide Help 
and Love

 History from the News Archives

Dear Savvy Senior
What can you tell me about assistance dogs 

for people with disabilities? My sister, who’s 58, 
has multiple sclerosis and I’m wondering if an 
assistance dog could help make her life a little 
easier.

Inquiring Sister

Dear Inquiring
For people with disabilities and even 

medical conditions, assistant dogs can be 
fantastic help, not to mention they provide 
great companionship and an invaluable sense 
of security. Here’s what you and your sister 
should know.

While most people are familiar with 
guide dogs that help people who are blind or 
visually impaired, there are also a variety of 
assistance dogs trained to help people with 
physical disabilities, hearing loss and various 
medical conditions. 

Unlike most pets, assistance dogs are 
highly trained canine specialists – often 
Golden and Labrador Retrievers, and German 
Shepherds – that know approximately 40 to 50 
commands, are amazingly well-behaved and 
calm, and are permitted to go anywhere the 
public is allowed. Here’s a breakdown of the 
different types of assistance dogs and what 
they can help with.

Service dogs: These dogs are specially 
trained to help people with physical 
disabilities due to multiple sclerosis, spinal 
cord injuries, Parkinson’s disease, chronic 
arthritis and many other disabling conditions. 
They help by performing tasks their owner 
cannot do or has trouble doing, like carrying 
or retrieving items, picking up dropped 
items, opening and closing doors, turning 
lights on and off, assisting with dressing and 
undressing, helping with balance, household 
chores and more.  

Guide dogs: For the blind and visually 
impaired, guide dogs help their owner get 
around safely by avoiding obstacles, stopping 
at curbs and steps, negotiating traffic and 
more. 

Hearing dogs: For those who are deaf 
or hearing impaired, hearing dogs can 
alert their owner to specific sounds such as 
ringing telephones, doorbells, alarm clocks, 

microwave or oven timers, smoke alarms, 
approaching sirens, crying babies or when 
someone calls out their name. 

Seizure alert/response dogs: For people 
with epilepsy or other seizure disorders, these 
dogs can recognize the signs that their owner 
is going to have a seizure, and provide them 
with advance warning, so he or she can get 
to a safe place or take medication to prevent 
the seizure or lessen its severity. They are 
also trained to retrieve medications and use a 
pre-programmed phone to call for help. These 
dogs can also be trained to help people with 
diabetes, panic attacks and various other 
conditions.  

Finding a Dog
If your sister is interested in getting 

a service dog, contact some assistance 
dog training programs. To find them, 
Assistance Dogs International provides 
a listing of around 65 U.S. programs 
on their website that you can access at 
AssistanceDogsInternational.org. 

After you locate a few, you’ll need to either 
visit their website or call them to find out 
the types of training dogs they offer, the 
areas they serve, if they have a waiting list, 
and what upfront costs will be involved. 
Some groups offer dogs for free, some ask 
for donations and some charge thousands of 
dollars. 

To get an assistance dog, your sister will 
need to show proof of her disability, which 
her physician can provide, and she’ll have to 
complete an application and go through an 
interview process. She will also need to go and 
stay at the training facility for a week or two 
so she can get familiar with her dog and get 
training on how to handle it. 

It’s also important to understand that 
assistance dogs are not for everybody. They 
require time, money, and care that your sister 
or some other friend or family member must 
be able and willing to provide. 

Send your senior questions to: Savvy Senior, 
P.O. Box 5443, Norman, OK 73070, or visit 
SavvySenior.org. Jim Miller is a contributor to 
the NBC Today show and author of “The Savvy 
Senior” book.

10 Years Ago 
Oct. 30, 2007 

Dan Evans, 
Publisher

Cheri Krejci has been 
chosen by the Blooming 
Prairie Chamber of 
Commerce Executive 
Board, as the Outstanding 
Citizen of the Year for 2007. 
She will be honored at a 
Banquet on Wednesday, 
Nov. 28, at the Pizza Cellar. 

Predicable as falling 
leaves, the Village Affair, 
an annual autumn event 
that brings families 
together for a day of 
shopping and sloppy joes, 
was held Oct. 27 at the 
Blooming Prairie High 
School. In its 35th year, the 
crowds poured in, as they 
always do, to the AAUW’s 
yearly event, whose 
proceeds are used solely 
for local scholarships. 

20 Years Ago
Oct. 28, 1997 

Elsie Slinger, 
Publisher

Lynn Snider began 
taking pictures in the 
6th grade. She liked 
photography and would 
take pictures of people 
she babysat. Her love 
of photography never 
died, and now she has 
her own portrait studio. 
After working for various 
companies in the Twin 
Cities, one of them being 
Olan Mills, she decided to 
go into business herself. 
She opened up Portraits 

by Lynn in Owatonna 
approximately two years 
ago, and decided to 
expand, and here she is in 
Blooming Prairie ready 
for young and old alike to 
say that famous word…
”cheese.” 

Blooming Prairie 
City Council accepted 
the resignation of City 
Administrator Todd 
Prafke Monday night 
at the special hearing 
for the trailer court 
closure. Prafke tendered 
his resignation, giving 
the city a 30-day notice. 
He accepted the city 
administrator position in 
St. Peter. Prafke was hired 
by the city in the summer 
of 1995. 

50 Years Ago
Oct. 26, 1967 

Victor, Vernon 
& Vryle Krejci, 

Publishers 

Officer Michael Thomas 
Underwood, a native of 
Blooming Prairie, was one 
of 134 men who graduated 
from the Los Angeles 
Police Academy on Oct. 20, 
according to information 
submitted to the Times 
by Thomas Reddin, Chief 
of Police at Los Angeles, 
Calif. Michael completed 
12 weeks of intensive police 
training at the academy. 

Two trucks, owned by 
the Eugene “Axel” Hansen 
Trucking Service, together 
with a consignment of 
freight for Blooming 
Prairie merchants, was 
damaged by fire early last 
Friday morning, Oct. 27, 

according to Fire Chief 
Kermit Peterson. The 
Blooming Prairie Fire 
Department was called to 
the blaze at 2:15 a.m. 

Daniel J. Hanson, son 
of Mrs. Louise Hanson, 
Blooming Prairie, has 
enlisted in the regular 
army for three years and is 
now taking his eight-weeks 
of basic training at Fort 
Campbell, Kentucky. 

75 Years Ago
Oct. 29, 1942

Frank Krejci, 
Publisher 

Cols. Ole Olesen and 
Joe Reisch report another 
successful farm auction 
Wednesday, these two 
progressive, live-wire 
auctioneers sold the 
Herman Kruckeberg 
closing out farm sale. Milk 
cows brought fancy prices, 
the top cow bringing $145. 
A team of well-matched 
horses sold for $149 each. 
The farm machinery also 
brought good prices. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jennings 
Johnson were the honored 
guests at a big silver 
wedding anniversary held 
at the community building 
Oct. 25 from 2 to 5 o’clock 
p.m. Seventy-five guests 
were present. 

Word was received 
here last week by Henry 
A. Vollhart to the effect 
that Major W. Welsh had 
received an announcement 
from Washington D.C., 
that he had been made 
a Lieutenant Colonel. 
He is stationed at Camp 
Atterbury, Indiana. 

Crossword solution

SUBMITTED PHOTO
The American Association of University Women, Owatonna, recently picked a new board for 2017-18. 
The board consists of front row (left to right): Trudy Severson, Pam Schultz, Eileen Newhouse, Sandi 
Tobin and Char Ost; standing: Lynn Seykora, Melynda Schultz, Linda Hoffman, Dee Ann Pettyjohn, Kay 
Oberle and Stephanie Shea. Missing from the photo is Kris Dragich.

AAUW picks new board
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COURT NEWS
Steele County

The following case was heard 
in Steele County District Court 
the week of Oct. 16 with Judge 
Karen R. Duncan presiding: 
Tricia L. Fenger, 44, Owa-
tonna, previously appeared 
and was convicted of felony 
state lottery fraud – claim 
prize by fraud/deceit. She 
was sentenced to $7,521, 30 
days in county jail, obtain 
permission to leave the state, 
psychological evaluation, no 
possession of firearms, 200 
hours of community service 
and 5 years of supervised 
probation. 
Branden A. Hendrickson, 
18, Owatonna, previously 
appeared and was convicted 
of felony motor vehicle theft. 
He was sentenced to $181, 37 
days in county jail, no pos-
session of firearms, obtain 
employment, no alcohol or 
controlled substance use, 
do not enter liquor establish-
ments, chemical dependency 
evaluation, obtain permission 
to leave the state and 3 years 
of supervised probation. 
David L. Klocek, 35, Owaton-
na, previously appeared and 
was convicted of felony DWI. 
He was sentenced to $131 and 
54 months in St. Cloud State 
Prison. 
James J. Voracek, 53, North-
field, previously appeared 
and was convicted of felony 
possession of marijuana. The 
defendant was sentenced to 
$2,081, 120 days in county jail, 
chemical dependency eval-
uation, cognitive skill training, 
no possession of firearms, 
maintain employment, no al-
cohol or controlled substance 
use, do not enter liquor estab-
lishments, obtain permission 
to leave the state and 4 years 
of supervised probation. 

The following cases were 

heard in Steele County 
District Court the week of 
Oct. 16 with Judge Joseph A. 
Bueltel presiding: 
Jarod J. Fuller, 19, Owatonna, 
previously appeared and was 
convicted of felony terroristic 
threats – cause or attempt 
to cause terror. Fuller was 
sentenced to $381, 145 days 
in county jail, no possession 
of firearms, obtain employ-
ment, no alcohol or controlled 
substance use, chemical 
dependency evaluation, psy-
chological evaluation, anger 
management, no contact with 
victim and 4 years of super-
vised probation. 
Michael J. Hambrick, 33, 
Owatonna, previously ap-
peared and was convicted 
of felony fleeing in motor 
vehicle. The defendant was 
sentenced to $381, 45 days 
in county jail, no possession 
of firearms, maintain employ-
ment, cognitive skill training, 
complete domestic abuse 
diagnostic assessment and 3 
years of supervised proba-
tion. 
Taiwan D. McCain, 37, Owa-
tonna, previously appeared 
and was convicted of felony 
DWI. McCain was sentenced 
to $406, 180 days in county 
jail, no possession of fire-
arms, no alcohol or controlled 
substance use, do not enter 
liquor establishments, chem-
ical dependency evaluation, 
attend MADD impact panel 
and 7 years of supervised 
probation. 
Daniel J. Senjem, 52, Owa-
tonna, previously appeared 
and was convicted of felony 
burglary. He was sentenced 
to $780, 3 days in county jail, 
no possession of firearms, 
obtain employment, no alco-
hol or controlled substance 
use, do not enter liquor 
establishments, chemical 
dependency evaluation, no 
contact with victim, mental 
health evaluation and 5 years 
of supervised probation. 

Jyl N. Todd, 30, Northfield, 
previously appeared and was 
convicted of felony posses-
sion of cocaine/heroin/meth-
amphetamine. The defendant 
was sentenced to $381, 109 
days in county jail, no pos-
session of firearms, maintain 
employment, no alcohol or 
controlled substance use, 
do not enter liquor establish-
ments, attend AA, no contact 
with victim, no possession 
of firearms, cognitive skill 
training, 100 hours of commu-
nity service and 5 years of 
supervised probation. 

The following misdemeanors 
and petty misdemeanors 
were heard in Steele County 
District Court the week of Oct. 
16 – 20: 

BLOOMING PRAIRIE
POLICE DEPARTMENT

Cameron J. Brown, 20, 
Owatonna, disorderly con-
duct, $181, 8 days in county 
jail, mental health evaluation 
and 6 months of supervised 
probation; Garret R. Drees, 21, 
Owatonna, revoked license, 
$281; Brian Robinson, 18, 
Brooklyn Park, speeding, $121. 

GAMBLING 
ENFORCEMENT DIVISION

Roxanne L. Johnson, 53, 
Hartland, lawful gambling 
fraud – claims prize by fraud, 
deceit or misrepresentation 
and lawful gambling fraud – 
false information, $181, 1 day 
in county jail, no alcohol or 
controlled substance use, 70 
hours of community service 
and 2 years of supervised 
probation. 

MN STATE PATROL
ROCHESTER

Carmen A. Arevalo Her-
nandez, 19, Sioux Falls, SD, 
speeding, $100; Erik R. Bahr, 
37, Minneapolis, speeding, 
$121; Logan E. Busho, 27, 
Ellendale, failure to yield right 
of way, $131; David J. Daniel, 
20, Richmond, MO, speeding, 
stay of adjudication, $81 and 
6 months of unsupervised 
monitoring without conviction; 
Peter D. Dennis, 26, Cottage 
Grove, speeding, $131; Moises 
H. Elizondo, 60, Fort Worth, 
TX, DWI, $381, attend MADD 
impact panel and 1 year of su-
pervised probation; Jamison 
A. Gibson, 18, Urbandale, IA, 
speeding, $141; Juan F. Herrera, 
27, Forest Hill, TX, no license, 
$181; Jared C. Jenkins, 39, 
Apple Valley, possession of 
marijuana and paraphernalia, 
$181; Vernon A. Johnson, 40, 
Owatonna, seat belt, $106; 
Elyjia L. Johnson-Crittenden, 
26, Fridley, revoked license, 
$281; Michelle L. Katzung, 17, 
New Richland, failure to use 
designated lane, $131; Thomas 
J. Lindbom, 76, Bemidji, can-
celled license, $281; Edward 
G. Loiselle, 47, Shakopee, 
speeding, $121; Jill E. Madline, 
38, Stewartville, speeding, 
$121; Alissa M. McDermeit, 30, 
Mora, speeding, $121; Sean P. 
Miller, 39, Olathe, KS, seat belt, 
$106; Breyden P. Noble, 18, 
Plymouth, speeding and no 
insurance, $331; William P. An-
drews, 23, Superior, WI, over 
legal tandem axle weight, $181; 
Kurt C. Schmid, 56, Orono, 
speeding, $121; Tina R. Tano, 
52, Lakeville, speeding, $131; K 
Law Wah, 29, St. Paul, open 
bottle, $181; Dalys E. Waltz, 64, 
Ellendale, speeding, $121. 

OWATONNA POLICE
DEPARTMENT

Cody L. Blaha, 19, Owatonna, 
theft, $106; Andrew L. Blais-
dell, 37, Dundas, theft, $106; 
Debra J. Enger, 64, Owatonna, 
theft, $181 and 1 year of unsu-
pervised probation; Tyesha 
J. Flowers, 30, theft, $148.88; 
Abdiaziz A. Hashim, 26, Farib-
ault, speeding, $141; Hassan N. 
Hassan, 25, Owatonna, invalid 
license, $131; Agustin M. Her-
nandez, 58, Rochester, failure 
to obey traffic control device, 
$131; Santos P. Hernandez, 
34, Owatonna, DWI, $481, 2 
days in county jail, no alcohol 
or controlled substance use, 
obtain permission to leave the 
state, 200 hours of communi-
ty service and 2 years of su-
pervised probation; Solomon 
K. Kelly, 18, Albert Lea, failure 
to yield, $131; Heidi L. Kraft, 37, 
Owatonna, expired tabs, $111; 
Kimberly K. Kuiper, 37, Owa-
tonna, theft, $81, 15 hours 
of community service and 

1 year of supervised proba-
tion; Mohamed A. Mohamed, 
20, Faribault, stop sign, $111; 
Anthony Montgomery Jr., 21, 
counterfeit currency and 
false name to peace officer, 
$381, 20 days in county jail, 
obtain GED, obtain employ-
ment, cognitive skill training 
and 2 years of supervised 
probation; Monica Roman, 19, 
Owatonna, revoked license 
and failure to yield, $381; 
Joshua D. Smith, 32, Owaton-
na, registration violation, $181; 
Dustin R. Snidow, 29, Owa-
tonna, failure to drive in single 
lane, $131; Spencer J. Steck-
elberg, 18, Owatonna, stop 
sign, $131; Joshua D. Stoltz, 24, 
Austin, failure to obey lane 
marker, $131; Dennis W. Wimer, 
70, Owatonna, DWI, $181, 5 
days in county jail, no alcohol 
or controlled substance use, 
do not enter liquor estab-
lishments, psychological 
evaluation, no possession of 
firearms, complete drug court 
and 3 years of supervised 
probation; Bobbie S. Wright, 
34, Iona, DWI, $406, 2 days in 
county jail, attend MADD im-
pact panel, Substance Abuse 
Subtle Screening Inventory 
and 1 year of supervised 
probation. 

STEELE COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Krystal Bernal, 20, Owa-
tonna, minor consumption, 
$181; Vicki L. Britt, 46, New 
Richland, stop sign, $131; Angel 
M. Brown, 37, Pine Island, 
speeding, $121; Makayla S. 
Carroll, 22, Mankato, speed-
ing, $100; Jeannie K. Cates, 58, 
Geneva, speeding, $121; Oscar 
Cruz-Maldonado, 39, Austin, 
suspended license, $281; 
Connie J. Devries, 56, Med-
ford, speeding, $121; Bradley L. 
Dunn, 32, Waseca, DWI, $581, 
30 days in county jail, no al-
cohol or controlled substance 
use, chemical dependency 
evaluation, no possession of 
firearms, 240 hours of com-
munity service and 3 years of 
supervised probation; Charels 
R. Gatewood, 38, Elkhart, 
TX, no license, no insurance 
and speeding, $431; Michael 
J. Hambrick, 33, Owatonna, 
violation of no contact order, 
$381, 15 days in county jail, no 
possession of firearms, obtain 
employment, domestic abuse 
evaluation and 2 years of 
supervised probation; Dennis 
J. Helton, 25, Waseca, speed-
ing, $121; Norris D. Jacobson, 
64, New Richland, speeding, 
$121; Robert L. Lankfard, 35, 
St. Paul, give peace officer 
false information, $131 and 13 
days in county jail; Oscar O. 
Manriquez-Cuello, 31, Made-
lia, disorderly conduct, $381, 
domestic abuse evaluation 
and 1 year of supervised 
probation; Gabriela M. 
Masiello, 18, St. Paul, speed-
ing, $121; Karl A. Mertins, 34, 
West Concord, stop sign, 
$131; Angelica F. Montemay-
or, 31, Owatonna, revoked 
license, $381 and 1 year of 
unsupervised probation; Joh 
D. Oakland, 56, Menomonie, 
WI, speeding, $121; Michael O. 
Owuor, 41, Austin, speeding, 
$121; Joshua J. Proechel, 30, 
Bayport, speeding, $141; Joesie 
G. Soares, 28, Rochester, 
speeding, $121; Alan E. Stiehl, 
30, Claremont, speeding, $121; 
Jacob A. Stock, 33, Ellendale, 
speeding, $121; Jennifer M. Te-
ichroew, 34, Owatonna, DWI, 
$456, no alcohol or controlled 
substance use, do not enter 
liquor establishments, attend 
MADD impact panel and 1 
year of supervised probation; 
Pax Uziel, 19, Waseca, speed-
ing, $281; Angela M. Vela, 28, 
Waseca, revoked license and 
no insurance, $481.

POLICE BLOTTER
Steele County

BLOOMING PRAIRIE POLICE
Oct. 25

Crash: Police assisted the 
State Patrol with a motor 
vehicle accident resulting in 
property damage at Highway 
Ave. S. and 2nd St. SE at 4:24 
p.m. 

OWATONNA POLICE
Oct. 20 

Assault: Police responded to 
an assault in the 2200 block 

of 26th St. NW at 2:44 a.m. 
They made an arrest at the 
scene. 
Crash: Officers responded 
to a motor vehicle accident 
resulting in property damage 
in the 1600 block of Cedar 
Ave. S. at 11:06 a.m. They 
issued a citation to one of the 
drivers. 
Burglary: At 4:23 p.m., police 
began a burglary investigation 
in the 200 block of Highland 
Ave. NW. 
Restraining Order: Officers 
responded to a restraining 
order violation at Bridge St. 
W. and State Ave. NW at 5:44 
p.m. 
Death: Police began a death 
investigation in the 100 block 
of 24th Place NW at 8:17 p.m. 
Juvenile: At 10:46 p.m., 
officers responded to a 
juvenile complaint in the 1000 
block of Oak Ave. S. They 
issued a citation. 
Disturbance: Police arrested 
a juvenile following a 
disturbance in the 300 block 
of State Ave. NW at 11:46 p.m. 

Oct. 21
Suspicion: Suspicious 
activity was reported in the 
1600 block of Wedgewood Dr. 
NE at 2:06 a.m. 
Arrest: Police arrested a 
subject in the 1900 block of 
Hartle Ave. SE at 7:35 a.m. 

Oct. 22
Vandalism: Property damage 
was reported in the 2000 
block of Greenwood Dr. NE at 
8:34 a.m. 

Oct. 23
Warrant: Police arrested a 
subject for an outstanding 
warrant in the 600 block of 
Cedar Ave. N. at 4:26 p.m. 
Shoplifting: At 7:27 p.m., 
officer issued a shoplifting 
citation in the 1100 block of 
Frontage Road W. 

Oct. 24
Forgery: Police received a 
report of counterfeit money 
in the 1100 block of Frontage 
Road W. at 8:01 a.m. 
Fraud: Officer took a report 
of a fraud incident in the 200 
block of Selby Ave. SW at 
3:38 p.m. 
Civil: At 8:42 p.m., officer 
assisted with a civil matter in 
the 100 block of School St. W. 
Vandalism: Property damage 
was reported in the 400 block 
of Bridge St. W. at 9:58 p.m. 

Oct. 25
Death: Police began a death 
investigation in the 2200 
block of 4th Ave. SE at 4:03 
a.m. 
Vandalism: Officer received 
a property damage report 
from the 300 block of School 
St. E. at 9:38 a.m. 
Arrest: At 2:01 p.m., police 
arrested a motorist following 
a traffic stop in the 400 block 
of State Ave. NW. 
Animal: Police responded to 
an animal bite at Pearl St. E. 
and Grove Ave. N. at 3:09 p.m. 
Hit and Run: A hit and run 
accident resulting in property 
damage occurred at Elm Ave. 
N. and Rose St. E. at 3:14 p.m. 
Theft: Police received 
information regarding a stolen 
vehicle from the 1700 block of 
Greenwood Place NE at 5:36 
p.m. 
Shoplifting: A shoplifting 
incident occurred in the 1100 
block of Frontage Rd. W. at 
9:05 p.m. 

Oct. 26
Warrant: Officer made a 
warrant arrest in the 600 
block of Cedar Ave. N. at 10:19 
a.m. 
Theft: Officer took a theft 
report in the 300 block of 
Cedardale Dr. SE at 12:17 p.m. 
Crash: At 12:44 p.m., police 
responded to a motor vehicle 
accident resulting in property 
damage in the 600 block of 
Bridge St. W. They issued a 
citation to one of the drivers. 
Drugs: Police responded to 
drug activity in the 300 block 
of School St. E. at 1:59 p.m. 

STEELE COUNTY SHERIFF
Oct. 20 

Warrant: Deputy made 
a warrant arrest in the 
100 block of Main St. E. in 
Owatonna at 3:55 p.m. 
Probation: Deputies 
responded to a probation 
violation in the 19000 block 
of 168th St. SW in Summit 

Township at 6:49 p.m. 

Oct. 21
Threats: At 5:58 a.m., 
deputies responded to a 
subject making threats in the 
83000 block of 95th Ave. SW 
in Lemond Township. 

Oct. 22
Welfare: Deputy completed 
a welfare check in the 
400 block of 6th Ave. W. in 
Ellendale at 8:51 p.m. 
Probation: At 9:29 p.m., 
deputies responded to a 
probation violation in the 
19000 block of 168th St. SW 
in Summit Township. 

Oct. 23
Probation: Deputy arrested 
a subject for a probation 
violation in the 19000 block 
of 168th St. SW in Summit 
Township at 8:19 p.m. 
Vandalism: Property damage 
was reported in the 41000 
block of 66th St. NW in 
Medford Township at 8:29 
p.m. 
Warrant: Deputy made 
a warrant arrest at the 
detention center at 9 p.m. 

Oct. 24
Threats: At 11:42 a.m., 
deputies responded to a 
subject making threats in the 
300 block of 5th Ave. W. in 
Ellendale. 
Accident: Deputies received 
information regarding a 
vehicle hitting a deer in the 
52000 block of 24th Ave. SE 
in Somerset Township at 6:36 
p.m. 
Crash: A motor vehicle 
accident resulting in property 
damage occurred in the 
70000 block of 38th St. SW in 
Meriden Township at 9:15 p.m. 

Oct. 25
Theft: Deputy took a theft 
report in the 78000 block of 
County Road 3 in Somerset 
Township at 5:01 p.m.

ARREST
Steele County

STEELE ARRESTS
OWATONNA POLICE

Matthew Ray Honsey, 29, 
arrested at 10:27 a.m. Oct. 20, 
controlled substance and 
paraphernalia, held for court. 
Julia Marie Schmitt, 42, 
arrested at 10:45 a.m. Oct. 21, 
violation of harassment re-
straining order, held for court. 
Renee Cashwa Parks, 19, 
arrested at 3:30 p.m. Oct. 21, 
felony motor vehicle theft, 
held for court. 
Rickyra Lytil Mitchell, 18, 
arrested at 3:30 p.m. Oct. 21, 
felony receiving stolen prop-
erty – motor vehicle, held for 
court. 
Derek James West, 36, 
arrested at 1:11 p.m. Oct. 24, 
felony violation of conditions 
of release, held for court. 
Cassandra Sue Britt, 25, 
arrested at 10:30 a.m. Oct. 
26, felony probation violation 
apprehension and detention 
arrest, held for court. 
Steele County Sheriff
Lorita Dora Placencia, 41, 
arrested at 3:50 p.m. Oct. 20, 
warrant arrest, body only. 
Martin John Klaustermeier, 
22, arrested at 10 a.m. Oct. 
21, felony probation violation 
apprehension and detention 
arrest, held for court. 
Katie Marie Johnson, 35, 
arrested at 6:25 a.m. Oct. 
22, warrants arrest, held for 
court. 
Ryan Burton Lane, 31, arrest-
ed Oct. 24, felony extradition 
hearing from North Dakota for 
probation violation, no bail.  
Tony Valentino Tristano, 
39, arrested at 7:30 p.m. Oct. 
24, warrants arrest, held for 
court. 
Robert Lee Dodge, 35, 
arrested at 9 a.m. Oct. 27, 
probation violation warrant 
arrest, body only. 

MN STATE PATROL
Pascual Castillo Sanchez 
Jr., 18, arrested at 6:17 p.m. 
Oct. 22, possession of pistol 
without permit, held for court. 
Isaiah Michael Olson, 19, 
arrested at 6:17 p.m. Oct. 22, 
possession of pistol without 
permit and possession of 
marijuana, held for court. 
Armani Esrem Leroy Rice, 19, 
arrested at 6:17 p.m. Oct. 22, 
possession of pistol without 
permit, held for court. 

Blotter spotlight: �Intoxication: On Oct. 20 at 5:20 p.m., deputies received a report regarding an intoxicated person riding a horse through town 
and purposefully blocking cars at 4th St. NW and 4th Ave. NW in Dodge Center. 

CRIME BRIEFS

New crime fighter 
joins Owatonna Police

Hope man accused 
of sex assault

A new crime fighter 
will be battling crime in 
Owatonna.

Travis Johnson began 
his duties as patrol officer 
Monday. He will be in the 
field training program with 
more experienced officers 
for the next several months. 

Johnson most recently 
has been on the department 
as a community service 
officer at Owatonna High 
School. He had been 
assigned to the school since 
2013. 

He grew up in 
Owatonna. He came back 

to the area 
after serving 
as a CSO for 
the Winthrop 
Harbor Police 
Department in 
Illinois. 

Crime 
fighting isn’t 
Johnson’s only 

talent. He is the two-time 
defending watermelon seed 
spitting champion at the 
Steele County Fair. 

BY RICK BUSSLER
PUBLISHER

A Hope man accused of 
sexual assault will make 
his first court appearance 
this week in Steele County 
District Court.

Jacob Anthony Zak, 25, 
has been charged with two 
felony counts of criminal 
sexual conduct. The most 
serious charge carries 
a maximum sentence of 
30 years in prison and a 
$40,000 fine.

On Sept. 13 at about 
12:40 a.m., the Steele 
County Sheriff’s Office 
investigated a sexual 
assault at a residence in 
Hope. When the deputy 
arrived at the house, he 
found a female crying with 
her belt halfway out of her 
pant loops and had cuts on 
her arms and cheek, court 
records show. 

The female told the 
deputy that Zak raped her 
and she thought he was 
her friend, according to 
the complaint filed against 

him. The female alleged 
Zak pinned her down to the 
ground on her back and 
raped her. 

During the attack, the 
female reached for her 
pants and grabbed a pocket 
knife. She stabbed at him as 
a way to defend herself. She 
told authorities that after 
she grabbed the knife, Zak 
took it from her and started 
slashing at her. She put her 
arms up to protect her face, 
and he cut her arms and 
cheek, the complaint said.

Zak showed up at the 
Owatonna hospital a short 
time later claiming he had 
been stabbed. A deputy 
spoke to him at which time 
he admitted he had been 
drinking with a really good 
friend of his and they got 
drunk. The deputy noticed 
Zak had a stab wound 
on the right side of his 
abdomen.

Zak is not in custody 
and was issued a complaint 
summons by the county 
attorney’s office to appear 
in court Wednesday.

1. Authoro Ortega – DWI – no bail 
2. Collin Orth – order for protection violation – no bail 
3. Manuel Ozornia – DWI - $1,400 bail 
4. Sandy Pack – theft – no bail 
5. Guillermo Padron Jr. – criminal sexual conduct – no bail 
6. Marcelo Palacio – traffic - $300 bail 
7. Jorge Pani – DWI - $1,000 bail 

8. Curtis Parker – domestic assault - $1,000 bail 
9. Victor Parraga – DWI - $350 bail 
10. Julie Patrin – theft - $20,000 bail
11. Sheronda Payne – assault - $500 bail 
12. Patrick Pearson – no license - $12,000 bail 
13. Eduardo Pena – assault – no bail 
14. Federico Perez – DWI - $56,000 bail 

15. Joann Perez – assault - $500 bail 
16. Martin Perez – DWI - $500 bail 
17. Juan Perez-Torrez – sale to minor - $1,000 bail 
18. Cornelius Phillips – open bottle - $500 bail 
19. Cory Piringer – DWI – no bail 
20. Keith Pittman – DWI - $1,000 bail 

Disclosing active warrants promotes public safety and aids in the identification and apprehension of wanted individuals

Johnson

WARRANTS: The following individuals have active warrants in Steele County. The Sheriff provides this information as a public service

 



Powerade
20oz 8 Pack 2/$9

Coke 
20 Packs 
$5.99
 7.5oz 6 Pack 
Mini Cans 
$1.99

Gold Peak Tea
.5 Liter 6 Pack 2/$9

Delallo Gourmet 
antipasto Trays
1.00 off with 20 points

Panache
Apple Juice
Minnesota Grown 
 2/$4 with 10 points

237 Hwy Ave. S.   Locally Owned & Operated  507-583-6671

Prices Good
10/31 - 11/6

Check out OUR DOLLAR Selection! 

OBITUARIES

BIRTHDAYS
Oct. 31

Jean Wilke 
Jacob Naatz
Bob Remker
Kari Forystek

Sharon Anderson
Christopher Naatz

Nov. 1
Robyn Iversen
Barb Donnelly 

Mayson Peterson
Pat Skinner

Patrick (Buck) Cochlin
Phyllis Dandelet

Paul Dale 

Nov. 2
Icess Adams
Beckett Lea
Sheryl Mans

Mason Johnson
Abby Braaten

Nov. 3
Todd Nelson

Howard Butler
Neil Horn

Braxton Ramsey

Nov. 4
Wayne Gullickson

John Bruns

Nov. 5
Madison Lea 

Kyle Severtson
Chris Mans

Brett Zimmerman
Tim Bass

Ansley Tollefson

Nov. 6 
Linda (Larry) Knutson

David Hagen
Ardis Krejci

ANNIVERSARIES
Nov. 1

Matthew & Jennie Esplan
Shawn & Marcy Sundine

Nov. 3
John & Paula Abbe

Nov. 4
Rod & Michelle Krell

Carl “Jr.” & Diane Swenson

Nov. 5
Kevin & Robyn Iversen

Cecil & Lois Friesner

Sponsored by:

Birthdays & Anniversaries
 

Theresa M. Zipse, 97, formerly of 
Austin, died Oct. 29, 2017 at Traditions II in 
Owatonna.

Funeral service is set for 11 a.m. 
Wednesday, Nov. 1, 2017 at the Brick 
Meger Funeral Home, 1603 Austin Road 
in Owatonna. There will be a one hour 
visitation prior to the funeral service 
starting at 10 a.m. Interment will be at 
Grandview Cemetery in Austin.

Theresa was born on Jan. 23, 1920 in St. 
Lucas, Iowa to parents John and Kathryn 

(Schmitt) Langreck. She grew up and graduated from St. 
Lucas High School. 

On July 8, 1946 she married James Zipse. In 1947 they 
moved to Austin where they made their home.  Her hobbies 
included fishing, gardening, cooking, spending time with 
her grandchildren and great-grandchildren, and completing 
jigsaw puzzles.

She is preceded in death by, her husband James; parents; 
one son, Mark; brothers, Leo Langrick, Ray Langreck and 
Vic Langreck, sisters, Josephine Heying, Lena Pitzenberger 
and Lucy McNamara; five brothers-in-law and two sisters-in-
law. 

Theresa is survived by her daughter, Karen (Dale) 
Ringhofer, Owatonna, Brian (Lisa) Zipse, Montgomery, 
daughter-in-law, Carolyn Zipse, Deer River; nine 
grandchildren and eight great-grandchildren; siblings, Jack 
(Joyce) Zoulek, Spillville, Iowa, Delores Bucheit, St. Lucas, 
Iowa, Colette Ameling, West Union, Iowa, Roger (Germaine) 
Langreck, St. Lucas, Iowa; sister-in-law, Betty Wilkie. 

Memorials are preferred to the American Cancer Society 
and the American Heart Association. For more information 
or to leave an online condolence message go to www.brick-
megerfuneralhome.com.

Theresa M. Zipse
Owatonna

Wed., Nov. 1
Beef Stew, Seafoam Salad, Batter Bun, Baked Apple

Thurs., Nov. 2
Pork Loin Steak, Dressing, Parslied Carrots, 

Cinnamon Applesauce, Banana Pudding

Fri., Nov. 3
Goulash, Coleslaw, Pineapple Slices, Dinner Roll, 

Pumpkin Crisp

Mon., Nov. 6
Spaghettie w/Meat Sauce, Green Beans, Tossed 

Salad, French Bread, Pudding

Tues., Nov. 7
Chicken Parmesan, Cheesy Scalloped Potatoes, 

Brussel Sprouts, Fresh Fruit

SEMCAC Senior Menu

 

Mexican Chicken Casserole

RECIPE CORNER

• 5 c. crushed tortilla chips     • 1 (10 oz) bag of frozen corn
• 4 c. cubed cooked chicken breasts   • 1/2 c. sour cream
• 1 (16 oz.) jars salsa     • 2 c. shredded cheese

Grease 9x13 in. pan. Add 3 cups lightly crushed chips on the bottom 
of the pan. Mix together chicken, salsa, corn, sour cream and 1 cup 
shredded cheese. Pour over layer of chips. Bake at 350° for 25 minutes. 
Take pan out, add remaining chips and cheese on top. Bake for 10 more 
minutes. Sponsored by:

Krejci Ford 
14th Presidents Award Winner
 Blooming Prairie • 583-2046

By Amy Johns

LIBRARY BOOK NOOK

The semi-annual Book Sale put on 
by the Friends of the Blooming Prairie 
Library will be held at the Blooming 
Prairie Branch Library the week of 
Oct. 30 during library hours. This 
is your chance to pick up used-a-bit 
books and movies for the winter ahead. 
You can also stockpile some to take to 
your cabin next summer.

The sale, which will be held in the 
City Council room, began on Monday 
and continues throughout the week. 
The sale will then be openfrom 10 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. Tuesday and Wednesday, 10 

a.m. to 8 p.m. Thursday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Friday, and 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m. on Saturday. 

We do not price the books but ask for donations for the 
items you choose. The proceeds from the book sale are used 
for summer programming for the children. The Friends 
group also provides funds for furniture and other extras at 
the library. Thanks to them for all they do to help the library.

See you at the book sale!

Library Book Nook

Nancy Vaillancourt
NANCY 

VAILLANCOURT

Book sale set 
for library

Operation Christmas 
Child coming to area

In November, several 
locations in the multi-
county Rochester Area 
Team will serve as 
drop-off sites for the 
Samaritan’s Purse 
project, Operation 
Christmas Child—joining 
nearly 5,000 U.S. locations 
collecting gift-filled 
shoeboxes for children in 
need around the world.

During the project’s 
National Collection Week, 
Nov. 13 – 20, residents in 
Steele County and other 
areas will transform 
empty shoeboxes into gifts 
of hope filled with school 
supplies, hygiene items 
and fun toys. 

Operation Christmas 
Child will deliver these 
shoebox gifts to children 
affected by war, disease, 
disaster, poverty and 
famine.

This year, the 
Rochester Area Team 
hopes to contribute more 
than 14,082 shoebox 
gifts toward the 2017 
global goal of reaching 12 
million children.

“We are honored 
to join the nationwide 
effort to collect gift-filled 
shoeboxes for children 
who may have never 
experienced the true 
meaning of Christmas,” 
said Regional Director 
Nicole Sheldon. “Through 
these simple gifts and a 
message of hope, children 
learn that God loves them 
and has not forgotten 
them.”

Local collection sites 
include:

Owatonna - 
Cornerstone Evangelical 
Free Church

1500 18th Street SE
Owatonna 
�Nov. 13-18: 8 a.m.- 12 
p.m.
Nov. 19: 12-3 p.m.
Nov. 20: 8-10 a.m.
 
Austin - Crane 

Community Chapel
1111 9th Street NE
Austin 
�Nov. 13-14 & 16-17: 9 
a.m.-12 p.m.
Nov. 15: 2-5 p.m.
Nov. 18: 11 a.m.-1 p.m.
Nov. 19: 12-2 p.m.
Nov. 20: 9-11 a.m.
 

Dodge Center - 
Seventh Day Baptist 
Church

203 Main Street E
Dodge Center
�Nov. 13-15: 9 a.m.-12 
p.m. & 5-7 p.m.
Nov. 16: 4-7 p.m.
Nov. 17: 9-12 p.m.
Nov. 18: 12:30-4 p.m.
�Nov. 19: 12-2 p.m. & 4-6 
p.m.
Nov. 20: 9-12 p.m.
 
 
Albert Lea - First 

Baptist Church
335 W Clark Street
Albert Lea
Nov. 13-17: 1-4 p.m.
Nov. 18: 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
Nov. 19: 12-2 p.m.
Nov. 20: 10 a.m.-12 p.m.
 
For more information 

on how to participate in 
Operation Christmas 
Child or to view gift 
suggestions, call 
612-369-7023 or visit 
samaritanspurse.org/
occ. Participants can 
donate $9 per shoebox gift 
online through “Follow 
Your Box” and receive a 
tracking label to discover 
its destination. Those who 
prefer the convenience 
of online shopping can 
browse samaritanspurse.
org/buildonline to select 
gifts matched to a child’s 
specific age and gender, 
then finish packing the 
virtual shoebox by adding 
a photo and personal note 
of encouragement.

Operation Christmas 
Child is a project of 
Samaritan’s Purse, an 
international Christian 
relief and evangelism 
organization headed by 
Franklin Graham. The 
mission of Operation 
Christmas Child is to 
demonstrate God’s love in 
a tangible way to children 
in need around the world 
and, together with the 
local church worldwide, 
to share the Good News of 
Jesus Christ. Since 1993, 
Operation Christmas 
Child has collected and 
delivered more than 
146 million gift-filled 
shoeboxes to children in 
more than 160 countries 
and territories.

Turkey

7 pm • Pizza Cellar Party Room
Meat Raffles • DooR PRizes

EVERYONE WELCOME!
Call Cheri Krejci with any questions, 507-438-6895. 

All Proceeds to B.P. Cancer Group • 5-1C3 #27-1252726

25 
Games

Turkey 

& Hope 

Butter 

Prizes

Thursday, Nov. 16

Blooming Prairie
Cancer Group

FROM PAGE A1

The University Extension 
Service says that the risk of 
snow and greater field losses 
increases when the harvest is 
delayed. 

Current National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration long-range 
weather forecasts are for 
normal or slightly below 
normal temperatures and 
normal to slightly greater 
precipitation during 
November. 

Large amounts of corn 
remain in storage from last 
year and this has forced 
producers to consider 
alternative storage options, 
reported the University 
Extension Service in a press 
release.

The Extension Service 
says corn above 21 percent 
moisture should not be dried 
using natural-air (NA) or 
low-temperature (LT) drying 
to minimize corn spoilage 
during drying. 

Because the drying 
capacity of NA and LT 
is extremely poor at 
temperatures below 35 to 40 
degrees, little drying typically 
is possible using a natural-air 
system after about Nov. 1, says 
the Extension Service.

Fall tilling has also 
been dominant on many 
southeastern Minnesota farm 
fields.

It is not unusual to see 
combine lights shining in 
southern Minnesota farm 
fields as producers try to catch 
up on the harvesting timeline.

HARVEST: 
Soybeans 

completed, corn 
interrupted
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“On this mountain the 
Lord of hosts will provide for 
all peoples a feast of rich food 
and choice wines, juicy, rich 
food and pure, choice wines. 
On this mountain he will 
destroy the veil that veils all 
peoples, the web that is woven 
over all nations; He will 
destroy death forever (Isaiah 
25:6-7).”  

This scripture reading 
relays the truth that God 
provides.  However, if that 
is not enough proof for you 
the Bible states, “My God 
will fully supply whatever 
you need, in accord with His 
glorious riches in Christ Jesus 
(Philippians 4:19).”

There are many who can 
be tempted to doubt God’s 

generosity when they see 
innocent people being shot 
in Las Vegas, or hurricanes 
taking out entire island 
nations in the Caribbean, 
or witnessing local families 
going through the serious 
illness of a child. God does not 
simply “punish us” by these 
events without hope as many 
“come-and-go” Christians 
purport, rather God reveals 
His contrasting goodness in 
the face of evil.  

Through the disobedience 
of Adam and Eve we lost our 
original holiness or perfection 
rooted in God. Nevertheless, 
we did not loose our 
connection with God. If the 
break with perfection caused 
by original sin was the end of 

the human race, how tragic 
for all. Thanks be to God 
whose mercy and love endure 
forever.  

God continues to provide 
salvation for His people 
through Jesus Christ. Jesus 
tells us of a king who gives a 
wedding feast for his son and 
invites people personally by 
sending messengers to them 
not once but twice. After 
these personal invitations 
were given the response of 
the people was that some 
refused to go, others ignored 
the invitations, still other 
ones mistreated and killed 
the messengers inviting them 
to the wedding feast. The 
response of the king was to 
destroy the people and burn 

the city of those who did not 
treat his invitation seriously 
or respect those bearing the 
invitation. 

The king then orders the 
messengers to go out and 
invite anybody they find, 
“The good and the bad alike 
(Matthew 22:10).” 

God the Father has 
provided the greatest 
invitation to salvation 
through His Son Jesus Christ. 
The messengers who followed 
Jesus are the people who 
share the invitation of God’s 
love and mercy on a daily 
basis and who have done 
so for the past 20 centuries. 
Those who serve in the name 
of Jesus and let the plan of 
God’s love be known have not 

always been received with 
warmth and charity. There 
have been many martyrs 
made out of the faithful 
messengers of the Gospel, yet 
the Good News of the kingdom 
of heaven continues to be 
proclaimed and God provides 
opportunities for men, women 
and children throughout the 
world to receive the prevailing 
message that His love endures 
forever. Receive the invitation 
anew today to love, pray and 
serve in Christ’s name.

Make the wedding feast 
of Our Heavenly King a 
priority event in your life, 
and be encouraged that God 
continues to provide for His 
people in good and in bad 
times.

Service Center:
507-528-2233

After Hours Towing:
507-456-4158
111 Front Street

P.O. Box 282
Claremont, MN

Minimizer.com • 800-248-3855 • Blooming Prairie

800-248-3855
www.minimizer.com

Blooming Prairie

LUTHERAN

AURORA LUTHERAN
6329 SE 28th St., Owatonna

Pastor Stephanie Wood
507-676-5696

Worship: 10:45 a.m. Sun.
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m. 

COMMUNITY LUTHERAN – 
ELCA 

106 Third St. SE., Geneva 
Pastor Kristen Venne 

507-256-4288
Worship: 9:30 a.m. Sun. 

FIRST LUTHERAN – AFLC 
503 Radel Ct., Ellendale 

Pastor Richard Sliper
507-684-2451

Saturday: 8 a.m. Men’s 
Bible Study 

Sunday: 9 a.m. Worship; 
10:15 a.m. Sunday School/

Confirmation
Tues.: 7 p.m. Call to Prayer, 

open to all churches
Wed.: 9:30 a.m. BibleStudy; 

3:30 – 5 p.m. Jesus and Me; 6 p.m. 
Call to Prayer; 6:30 p.m. 

Youth Group  

FIRST LUTHERAN – ELCA 
434 First St. SW., 
Blooming Prairie

Rev. Jeff Sandgren, 
Interim Pastor

Rev. Heidi Heimgartner, 
Associate Pastor

507-583-6621
firstlutheranbp.com

Worship: 8:30 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 
Sundays

Education Hour: 9:30 a.m. Sun. 

FIRST LUTHERAN – LCMC 
8953 SW 37th Ave., Hope

Pastor Sandy Miller
507-451-3854

Worship: 9 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School, Adult Ed: 10:15

 a.m. Sun. 

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN – 
LCMS 

2500 7th Ave. NE., Owatonna
Rev. Mark Rosenau, 

Senior Pastor
Rev. Greg Schlicker,  

Associate Pastor
507-451-4125

www.goodshepherd 
owatonna.com

Worship: 8 a.m., 9:15 a.m. 
& 10:30 a.m. Sun. 

Sunday School: 9:15 a.m. 

MOLAND LUTHERAN – ELCA 
7618 NE 84th Ave., Kenyon 
Pastor Nancy Edwardson 

507-789-6661
Worship: 10:45 a.m. Sun. 

Sunday School: 9:30 a.m. 

PONTOPPIDAN LUTHERAN – 
ELCA 

9651 SW 75th St., Ellendale
Pastor Mike Walerius 

507-465-8366
Worship: 10:15 a.m. Sun. 

Sunday School: 9 a.m. Sun. 

REDEEMER LUTHERAN – LCMS 
1054 Truman Ave., Owatonna

Pastor Kirk Griebel
507-451-2720 

Worship: 9 a.m. Sun. 
Education Hour: 
10:15 a.m. Sun. 

RED OAK GROVE LUTHERAN – 
ELCA 

30456 Mower-Freeborn 
Road, Austin 

Pastor Lindsay Stolen 
507-583-2038 or 507-437-3000

www.roglutheran.org
Worship: 9 a.m. Sun. 

Sunday School
 (Sept. – May): 10:15 a.m. 

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN – LCMS 
4532 SE 84th Ave., Claremont

Pastor Alan Broadwell
507-528-2404

Worship: 6 p.m. Saturday; 
10:30 a.m. Sun. 

Sunday School: 9:15 a.m. 

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN – LCMS 
28959 630th Ave., Sargeant

Pastor Collin Duling 
507-251-5568

Worship: 10:15 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School: 9 a.m. 

ST. MICHAEL’S LUTHERAN – 
ELCA 

30450 570th Ave., Waltham
Pastor Dwight DoBell

507-567-2474
Worship: 8:30 a.m. Sun. 

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN – LCMS 
202 E. Park Ave., Hollandale 

Pastor Jesse Krusemark 
507-567-2272

Worship: 8:30 a.m. Sun.
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m. 

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN – ELCA 
2781 SW 92nd Ave., Meriden

Pastor Cheryl D. Indehar
507-451-2165

Worship: 10:30 a.m. Sun. 

TRINITY LUTHERAN 
5881 SE 118th St., 
Blooming Prairie

Pastor Stephanie Wood
507-676-5696

Worship: 9 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School: 10:30 a.m. (First 

Sunday of the month)

TRINITY LUTHERAN – ELCA 
609 Lincoln Ave., Owatonna

Rev. Todd Buegler, Senior Pastor
Rev. Dean Smith, 
Associate Pastor

Rev. Amanda Weinkauf, 
Associate Pastor 

507-451-4520
www.tlcowatonna.org 

Worship: Saturday: 5 p.m.;  
Sun.: 8:15 a.m., 9:30 a.m. & 

10:45 a.m.; Wednesday: 6 p.m. 
Sunday School: 

8:15 a.m. & 9:30 a.m. 

TRINITY LUTHERAN – ELCA 
104 First St. SE., Hayfield 

Pastor Paul Hauschild 
507-477-2248 

www.trinityhayfield.org 
Worship: 8 a.m. 

& 10:30 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m. 

TRINITY LUTHERAN – LCMS 
108 Third Ave. SW., Medford
Pastor Mark Biebighauser 

507-451-0447
Worship: 9 a.m. Sun. 

Education Hour: 10:15 a.m. 

TRINITY LUTHERAN – LCMS 
57043 300th St., Waltham

Pastor Jesse Krusemark 
507-567-2272

Worship: 10:30 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m. 

ZION LUTHERAN – ELCA 
7126 SW 98th St., Ellendale

Pastor Cheryl D. Indehar
507-451-2165

Worship: 8:30 a.m. Sun. 

CATHOLIC

CHRIST THE KING 
203 Second Ave. NW., Medford 

507-451-6353
Father Kevin Connolly
Deacon Patrick Fagan 

Sunday Mass: 8:30 a.m. 
Monday Mass: 9 a.m. 

CHURCH OF ALL SAINTS
307 SW First St., New Richland 

Father Raul Silva 
Fr. Adam McMillan, 

Parochial Vicar
507-465-8217

Mass: 5 p.m. Saturday 

HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC 
CHURCH OF LITOMYSL

9946 SE 24th Ave., Owatonna
Father John Sauer

Fr. Jose Morales, Weekend 
Presider 

507-451-1588
www.litomysl.webs.com
Reconciliation: 8:45 a.m. 

1st & 3rd Sundays 
Sunday Mass: 9:30 a.m. 

Sunday Children’s Church for 
Preschool – 1st Grade 

began Sept. 24
Faith Formation for Kindergarten

 – Confirmation: 6:30 p.m. 
Wednesdays

Adult Study: 6:30 p.m. 
Wednesdays 

SACRED HEART CATHOLIC
150 NE Second St., Hayfield

Father Thomas Niehaus 
507-477-2256

Mass: 8 a.m. Sun. 
& 8:30 a.m. Thursday 

Reconciliation: 7:30 a.m. Sun. 

SACRED HEART PARISH 
810 S. Cedar Ave., Owatonna

Father John Sauer
Fr. Jose Morales, Parochial Vicar

507-451-1588
www.sacredheartowatonna.org 

Mass: 5 p.m. Sat urday; 
8:30 a.m. &10 a.m. Sun. 

Spanish Mass: 11:45 a.m. Sun. 
Daily Mass: 7:15 a.m.  

Reconciliation: 4 p.m. Sat. 
Adoration: 

8 a.m. – 10 p.m. Thurs. 

ST. COLUMBANUS CATHOLIC 
114 E. Main St., Blooming Prairie 

Father Thomas Niehaus 
507-583-2784

www.stcolumbanuschurch.com 
Mass: 10 a.m. Sun. 
& 8:30 a.m. Friday 

Reconciliation: 9 a.m. 
First Friday & Saturday 

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC PARISH
512 S. Elm Ave., Owatonna

Father Kevin Connolly
Deacon Patrick Fagan

507-451-4845
Saturday Mass: 4 p.m. 

Sunday Mass: 8 & 10 a.m. 
Reconciliation: 

3-3:30 p.m. Sat. 
Daily Mass: 

8 a.m. Tues., Wed. & Fri. 
(Communion Service 

8 a.m. Thursday) 
Adoration Chapel available 

 Mon. – Fri. 7 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. 
Key fob required after 

hours or weekends 

CHRISTIAN

CHRIST COMMUNITY 
COVENANT 

540 SE 18th St., Owatonna
Dr. V. Brent Carlson, Pastor

507-451-1032
Worship: 9 a.m. Sun. 

Sunday Connections: 10:15 a.m. 

PENTECOSTAL

FIRST UNITED PENTECOASTAL 
230 Locust Ave., Owatonna 
Pastor Eliazar Talamantes

507-363-2240
Worship: 10 a.m. Sun.; 
6:30 p.m. Wednesday 

METHODIST

BLOOMING GROVE UNITED 
METHODIST 

43089 180th St., Medford
(Seven miles west of 
Medford on CR 23)

Pastors JJ & Stefanie Morgan  
507-835-8726

Worship: 8:30 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m. 

ELLENDALE UNITED METHODIST
200 Sixth St. NW., Ellendale

Pastor Randy Cirksena
507-684-2731

www.ellendaleumc.org
Worship: 10:30 a.m. Sun.
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m. 

OWATONNA UNITED 
METHODIST

815 E. University, Owatonna
Loren Olson, Pastor

Linda Boorman, Associate Pastor 
Joyce Parker, Associate Pastor 

507-451-4734
www.owatonnaumc.org

Traditional Worship: 9 a.m. Sun.
Contemporary Worship: 

10:45 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday morning service 

at 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School/Adult Classes: 

10 a.m. 
Wednesday night 

service at 6:30 p.m.

NON-DENOMINATIONAL

BRIDGES OF HOPE COMMUNITY 
130 W. Bridge St., Owatonna

Pastor Keith Haskell
507-215-2249 

Worship: 10 a.m. Sun. 
Biblestudy: 9 a.m. Sun. 

Reformers Unanimous Meetings: 
7 p.m. Friday 

CEDAR CREEK 
30 E. Main St., Hayfield 
Pastor Aaron de Neui

507-477-2255
www.cedarcreekchurch.org

Worship: 10 a.m. Sun. 

DESTINY CHRISTIAN 
Owatonna Campus

422 North St., Owatonna
Pastors Tyler & Jessica Braucht 

507-254-8514
www.destinycc.org

Worship: 10 a.m. Sun. 

ELEVATION NORTH 
2002 Austin Road, Owatonna

Pastor Doug Jones
507-363-3099

www.elevationnorth.blogspot.com
Worship (English): 10 a.m. Sun. 

Sunday School: 10:30 a.m. 
Worship (Spanish): 2 p.m. Sun. 

Bible Study: 6:30 p.m. Wednesday 
Spanish Evangelism & Prayer: 

7 p.m. Friday 

NEW BEGINNINGS 
332 14th St. NE., Owatonna

Pastors Scott & Joan Peterson
507-721-1366

Worship: 10 a.m. Sun. 
Gateway Connection: 

6 p.m. Sun. 

SIMPLE CHURCH 
4515 NW 22nd Ave., Owatonna
(Country Goods building across

 the freeway from Cabela’s) 
Pastor Todd Lundgren

507-451-5661
Worship: 9:30 a.m. Sun. 

Bible Study: 7 p.m. Wednesday 

MENNONITE

PRAIRIE MENNONITE 
13638 750th St., Blooming Prairie 

Bishop Dennis Martin 
507-583-7532

Worship: 10:30 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m. 

Prayer Meeting: 
7:30 p.m. Wed.

MORMON

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
 OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

404 31st St. NW, Austin
Bishop Rick Bremner

507-433-9042
Worship: 9 a.m. Sun. 

PRESBYTERIAN

ASSOCIATED CHURCH
Presbyterian Church (USA) and 

United Church of Christ
800 Havana Road, Owatonna 

507-451-1546
www.associatedchurch.org

office@associatedchurch.org
Sunday Worship: 9 a.m.  

(Fellowship, Church School, and 
Adult Discussions follow)

Wednesday Activities:  Sept – 
May (see website for schedule)

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
109 E. Main St., Hayfield

Pastor Kirk Johnston
507-477-2631

Worship: 9:30 a.m. Sun. 

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST 
2373 Seventh Ave. NE, Owatonna

Pastor Bob Brauer
507-340-7143

Worship: 9:30 a.m. Sat. 
Bible Study: 11 a.m. Sat. 

UCC

CONGREGATIONAL UNITED 
CHURCH OF CHRIST

211 S. Main St., Medford
Pastor Louise Bender

507-451-4596
Worship: 10 a.m. Sun.

Sunday School: 9 a.m. 

ASSEMBLY OF GOD

VIBRANT LIFE 
ASSEMBLY OF GOD

702 Third St. S., Ellendale
Pastor Patrick Stitt

507-684-3421
www.vibrantlifeag.com 
Worship: 10:30 a.m. Sun. 

Kids Church: 10:30 a.m. Sun. 

BAPTIST

FIRST BAPTIST
104 First Ave. NE, 
Blooming Prairie

Pastor Matt Fennell
507-583-2673

Worship: 10 a.m. Sun. 
& 6:30 p.m. Wednesday 
Sunday School: 9 a.m. 

Bible Study: 11:30 a.m. Sun. 

Locally Owned & Operated
237 Hwy. Ave. S.

Blooming Prairie
507-583-6671

118 5th Ave.
Ellendale

507-684-2471
Andy & Mary Lerberg

LERBERG’S 
FITNESS 
CENTER

O
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S
T

Dr.
Deborah

Lien
DDS, MBS

Dr.
Deborah

Lien
DDS, MBS

Building
Healthy
Smiles!

132 2nd Ave NE
Blooming Prairie
507.583.6613

FREE 
CONSULTATION

FOR THAT HOMETOWN 
PERSONAL TOUCH

Hwy. 218
Blooming Prairie

507-583-2018
Owatonna

121 W. Broadway St.

507-451-0193

Mike Bishman
Call Jon Arnett @

455-3735 for a tour 
236 22nd St. SE • Owatonna

Vibrant Living For  
Individuals 55 & Older  
at a Reasonable Price Sales • Service • Rentals • Leasing

800-722-1282
www.garlickswater.com

322 East Main St.
Blooming Prairie

507-583-2276

FLOOR 
TECH

S U P P E R  C L U B

27017 US Highway 218 • Austin
(507) 433-7841

Open daily 
at 11:am 1180 Frontage Rd E • Owatonna

507-455-9551
www.owatonnagranite.com

“Creating Your Story in Stone”

God provides 
for all of us

AREA WORSHIP SCHEDULE

PASTOR’S CORNER

FATHER TOM NIEHAUS

ST. COLUMBANUS, SACRED 
HEART AND ST. JOHN 
BAPTIST DE LA SALLE

BLOOMING PRAIRIE, 
HAYFIELD AND DODGE 

CENTER

Worship & Faith
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132 2nd Ave NE • Blooming Prairie
507.583.6613 h FREE CONSULTATION

Dr. Deborah Lien
 DDS, MBS

Building 

Healthy
Smiles!

ORTHODONTIC SPECIALIST Mike’s
Ag & Truck Tire
REPAIR

870 32 Ave. NW, Owatonna
Emergency or on the farm repair

507-455-0388
(After hours 507-455-0483)

Sorenson’sSorenson’s 
Appliances & TV

Geneva, Mn
507-256-7258

GE, Frigidaire, Direct Tv, Danby, Crosley, Broan, 
Jenn-Air, KitchenAid, Maytag, Panasonic, RCA, 

Samsung, Toshiba, Whirlpool495 West N. ST.
Owatonna

507-451-7220

LARGE SELECTIONS
LOW PRICES

CREAMERY
TRY HOPE 

BUTTER FOR 
YOUR BAKING!
507-684-2019

Hope

Darrick Schewe
Owner

507-583-9994
Located in NAPA Auto Parts Building

You Are Looking at 
a Revolution In...

 Water Conditioners

Sales • Service • Rentals • Leasing

Garlick’s Water Conditioning
507-526-3616 or Toll Free 1-800-722-1282

www.garlickswater.com

Call today!
Authorized Independent Kinetico Dealer

Minimizer.com • 800-248-3855 • Blooming Prairie

800-248-3855
www.minimizer.com

Blooming Prairie

507-684-2100 
12880 SW 72nd Ave, Ellendale

Your ad could 
be here!

Sponsored by these following area businesses:

Blooming Prairie 
Bus Company

    

  “Safety First!
 Be on Time!”237 Hwy Ave. S • Blooming Prairie 583-6671

656 3rd St. NE • Blooming Prairie, MN
Robert Salinas

Family-Owned
507-583-6620

322 East Main St.
Blooming Prairie

507-583-2276

FLOOR 
TECH

How shopping locally can help you and your community
Today’s consumers have more shop-

ping options at their disposal than they 
did in years past. Though the Internet 
may put the world at one’s fingertips, 
more and more shoppers are discovering 
that buying locally makes for a superior 
shopping experience.

The benefits associated with shopping 
locally are many, and the following are 
just a few reasons why shoppers may 
want to look no further than their own 
communities when planning their next 
shopping excursions.

Keeps money in the local economy
Locally-owned businesses often put a 

larger share of their revenue back into 
their communities. Small business own-
ers may be more inclined to employ local 
residents, giving more people in the 
community solid employment. Business 
owners may reach out and support other 
neighborhood efforts, such as fundrais-
ing initiatives for charities and schools. 
By shopping at local stores, you have a 
hand in supporting these efforts as well.

Save money
When factoring in travel time and the 

cost of fuel, shopping locally makes more 
sense than driving to a faraway mall. In 
addition, repeat customers who estab-
lish a rapport with a local business owner 
may find that such owners are more 
inclined to price match or work with loyal 
customers to find lower prices through 
suppliers.

Diversify your home and lifestyle
Shoppers who prefer more unique 

styles may find local businesses cater 
to their needs better than large chain 
stores. Larger retailers offer the same 
products to customers regardless of 
where those customers live, so a person 
in California may be decorating his or 
her home with the same furnishings as a 
person in North Carolina. But local shops 
tend to produce more unique items that 
are not available nationwide. 

Promote entrepreneurship
Small businesses are an essential ele-

ment to the country’s economic growth. 
By shopping locally, consumers are 
showing their support for this important 
segment of the national economy.

Help establish local pride
Independent shops contribute to the 

fabric of a community and what makes 
it special and unique. Tourists and other 
visitors will be much more inclined to 
remember a local shop rather than a big 
chain in a particular neighborhood. When 
travelers want to get a feel for a com-
munity, they seek out small, local stores 
that are much more likely to stock a high 
percentage of locally-sourced goods.

Attract other businesses
Private and public sector businesses 

tend to gravitate around anchor stores. 
Should a local store be successful, banks, 
restaurants, salons, and other businesses 
may move in as well.

Shopping locally benefits consumers in 
various ways, many of which contribute 
to a healthy local economy.  
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Fans probably got their fill of sports 
last week with playoff football and 
volleyball and section cross-country all 
on the schedule.   

The football victory over Rushford-
Peterson on the Trojan field was a most 
satisfying one, as it was the first win 
there in six attempts going all the way 
back to the early 2000. The win also gave 
the Blossoms another shot at Goodhue 
next Saturday at RCTC. It was a really 
weird game, but the Blossoms really did 
deserve the victory.

Despite a strong cold wind a week 
ago, the Awesome Blossoms had little 

trouble pulling 
away from 
Southland. 
Sophomore 
Matthew Pryor 
had a breakout 
game, as he ran 
for a personal 
best 241 yards 
individually.

I thought both 
the offense and 
defense played 
well, despite 
the weather 
conditions.  The 

offensive line opened nice holes for 
Pryor to run through, and the receivers 
also did a nice job blocking down field. 
The defense kept Southland pretty 
well bottled up, with Mitchell Oswald, 
especially, having a monster game.

One does have to give credit to the 
Rebels for their passing game, as they 
moved the ball through the air when a 
ground game was nonexistent for the 
visitors.  In fact, even with the strong 
wind, neither quarterback suffered 
from it, as both Seth Peterson and 
Carl Mueller put up some impressive 
numbers through the air.

The BP volleyball team looked good 
last Monday in the sweep over Glenville-
Emmons. They pretty much dominated 
the action, except for a little letdown in 
the second game. The play at the net was 
good and serving had a good percentage 
in this match.

The match at Grand Meadow, 
however, ended the season as the 
Blossoms lost three straight games. I 
know the girls were disappointed, but 
the team did finish above .500 and did 
provide fans some good stretches of play.  
Their determination all season, and 
the attitude with which they played is a 
tribute to the coach and the girls.  A tip 
of the hat goes to the team.

Credit also goes to Alec Ille for 
earning a trip to the state cross-country 
meet for the third straight year. That 
sets a BP record that will stand for 
a long time. Both the boys and girls 
finished the season with a lot of success, 
and they are to be commended for their 
efforts and achievements. Some younger 
girls like Bobbie Bruns and Abby Smith 
also ran well and afford some optimism 
for the future.

Here and there
Now that almost two weeks have 

elapsed, the familiar odor of lutefisk 
has pretty much dissipated at First 
Lutheran Church, and normal routine 
and activity rules the hallways. From 
all indications, lutefisk lovers from 
here and surrounding states assuaged 
their desire for the beloved delicacy and 
went away stuffed (in some cases, over-
stuffed).

Although the numbers have 
dwindled slightly through the years, 
as the ardent  aficionados have slowly 
died away, the event is still popular 
around the entire area.  This year 
approximately 1,400 hearty souls 
attended, and it still drew rave reviews 
as one of the best in this part of the 
state. I guess a tip of the hat is in order 
for the 100 or so volunteers who labored 
long hours to host the occasion and to 
all the hearty eaters who still enjoy the 
traditional Scandinavian treat(?).

Both Jennifer Wayne and McKenna 
Hein were featured on the Owatonna 
Live website last week with interesting 
interviews. Wayne talked about her 
tenure coaching 9th grade volleyball, 
and Hein discussed her experience as a 
three-sport athlete at BPHS. Thanks to 
both of the individuals for interesting 
information about them and the local 
sports scene.

Although I cover the local high 
school sports and manage to get to 
home contests, traveling out of town has 
become a hardship. That is why I tip 
my hat to the several local businesses 
that have been sponsoring Awesome 
Blossom football games on FM radio Kat 
Country 105. Local announcers Jason 
Iacovino and Brennen Toquam do a 
great job of describing the action, and 
if they come off somewhat as homers 
rooting for the Blossoms, that is fine 
with most listeners. Thanks businesses 
and our two announcers.

Some coming events will keep the 
community busy in the next two weeks, 
the annual wine tasting evening will 
be held at J & H Liquors on Thursday, 
Nov.  2, and just over a week later, the 
all-school musical will open a three-
performance run on the BPHS stage. I 
hope everyone has made plans to attend 
both of those events.  Enjoy this sudden 
change of weather, and we’ll talk again.

FOOTBALL

BY LEMAR NELSON
STAFF WRITER

Sophomore Karson Vigeland intercepted 
only two passes all football season, but his 
second one undoubtedly proved the biggest of 
his career.  

With Rushford-Peterson marching down the 
field in a desperate attempt to score and hang 
another disappointing loss on Blooming Prairie, 
Vigeland outfought a Trojan receiver in the end 
zone for a touchback and a well-earned 21-20 
victory for the Blossoms. 

The win on Saturday, Oct. 28, ended a string 
of Rushford-Peterson victories over the locals 
and moved the Blossoms into the Section 
1A finals Saturday, against an old nemesis, 
Goodhue, in a 5 p.m. game. The Wildcats are the 
top seed in the section and sport a 10-0 record. 

Goodhue defeated the Blossoms earlier in the 
season on its home field. BP’s victory over the 
No. 2 seed Trojans had more weird events than 
a trip through a haunted house.

The most weird and by far the most 
frustrating happening took place with 8 seconds 
left in the first half when an intercepted pass 
from Lucas Noble turned into a R-P touchdown 
and a12-7 halftime lead. Noble snatched a 
Trojan pass on the one-yard line, but on the 
second play from scrimmage, Max Romeo got 
caught in the end zone and fumbled the ball. 
Peyton Morrison fell on the ball for RP, and 
the disheartening turn of events stunned the 
Blossoms. The two-point conversion try was 
stuffed for the extra point, but the damage was 
done.

It could have broken the spirit of the 
Blossoms, but the team came out fired up in 
the third quarter to score twice and take a 21-12 
lead. After the defense forced a Trojan punt, the 
locals mounted a 78-yard drive that culminated 
in a Seth Peterson to Colin Lerum pass for 16 
yards and the touchdown.  Staska kicked the 
extra point for a 14-12 edge. 

A short time later Gabe Hagen outreached 
a R-P receiver for an interception on the home 
team’s 30. Five plays later Peterson found 
Matthew Pryor in a screen pass, and he fought 
his way 13 yards into the end zone. Staska again 
sailed the extra point kick through the cross 
bar with plenty to spare (he has kicked 8 of his 
last ten point -after tries) for the 21-12 margin.

The Trojans fought back quickly on an 
80-yard drive highlighted by two long pass 

plays and a BP penalty that took the ball to the 
Blossom 30. Ethan Hermanson somehow got 
away from Blossom tacklers and twisted 30 
yards into the end zone less than a minute into 
the fourth quarter. Ethan Sense ran the outside 
for the two-point conversion, and R-P trailed 
just 21-20. That set up the last minute heroics by 
Vigeland and the winners’ defense.

BP had scored the first touchdown on its 
third possession, triggered by two long runs 
for Peterson and an 8-yard burst by Romeo. 
Peterson ran the last 12 yards for the score, and 
Staska kicked the first of his three extra points.  

Hermanson got RP on the board in the 
second quarter on a 20-yard run, but the extra-
point kick sailed wide.  The score stayed that 
way until those tragic last 8 seconds of the half.  
It is not too often that a team can survive four 
turnovers and win, but the Blossoms had two 

passes intercepted and fumbled the ball away 
twice; yet the defense made victory possible.

As Coach Chad Gimbel remarked, “We have 
to give most of the credit to the defense for this 
one. They shut down the R-P running game 
almost completely and forced several minus 
runs in the process. It feels awfully good finally 
to get a victory on the Trojan field, and we will 
cherish this win for at least a couple of days.”

BLOOMING PRAIRIE	 7	 0	 14	 0	 =	 21
RUSHFORD-PETERSON	 0	 12	 0	 8	 =	 20
BP RUSHING   220 YARDS- PETERSON 17 FOR 

115 YARDS; ROMEO 10 FOR 80 

BP PASSING  156 YARDS- WOLF 4 FOR 55 

YARDS; PRYOR 2 FOR 28; LERUM 4 FOR 29.

Vigeland’s interception helps 
Blossoms edge R-P in semis

BP advances to section finals Saturday 

BY LEMAR NELSON
STAFF WRITER

After putting down the Southland Rebels 
in quarterfinal action, the Awesome Blossom 
football team looked forward to a rematch at 
Rushford-Peterson in a semi-final contest in 
Section 1A.  

Blooming Prairie raced to a 40-14 halftime 
lead over the visitors at McFarlin Field 
Tuesday, Oct. 23, to move into the semi-finals 
of the playoffs.  The winner of that game would 
play for the section title in Rochester.

Colin Lerum recovered a Southland fumble 
on the second play of the ball game, and an 
interference penalty on the first play from 
the 23 put the ball on the one.  Matthew Pryor 
scored the first of his five touchdowns in what 
was a real coming out party for the sophomore 
running back.  Pryor gashed the Southland 
defense for 241 yards in the game, and he had 
runs from 73 yards to 1 yard. 

A short drive on the ensuing kickoff looked 
promising for the Rebels, but a penalty stopped 
the drive on downs.  On the first play from 
scrimmage Pryor twisted and turned 73 yards 
for a second touchdown and a 14-0 lead at the 
six-minute mark. A fumbled punt attempt from 
the losers led to a short kick to their own 38.   

On the second play quarterback Seth Peterson 
found Karson Vigeland in the corner of the 
end zone for 33 yards and the touchdown. Brad 
Staska’s kick sailed wide, but BP had a 20-point 
first quarter.

BP stopped a Southland drive on a screen 
pass sniffed out by Mitchell Fiebiger, and on 
the first play for the Blossoms Pryor this time 
dashed 66 yards to the six and two plays later 
counted his fourth touchdown of the game.  As 
Coach Chad Gimbel pointed out, “Pryor had a 
heck of a coming party tonight.  He ran well, but 
he got great help from the offensive line and the 
receivers blocking downfield for him.”

A strong cold wind blew throughout 
the game, but it didn’t seem to bother the 
quarterback.  Rebel quarterback Carl Mueller 
went 21 for 38, with 360 yards and 3 touchdowns, 
and Peterson completed 12 of 19 passes for 196 
yards and two scores.

Southland finally scored in that second 
quarter on a pass from Mueller to Lee Wilson, 
and they counted another touchdown as time 
ran out in the first half when Mueller found 
Jared Landherr.  In between those scores, BP 
counted two more touchdowns.  Peterson found 
Payton Simon for 14 yards and a touchdown 
midway through the second quarter, and a 
screen pass to Pryor set up another score with 
just a minute remaining before the break.

Action slowed up in the second half.  The 
Rebels scored as the third quarter was 
winding down on another pass from Mueller 
to Landherr, but the Blossoms counted seven 
points on a 23-yard pass to Gabe Hagen and a 
good kick for the extra point, and Pryor scored 
his fifth touchdown of the game in the last 
quarter when he ran 14 yards.  Brad Staska 
counted his fifth extra point kick in the game, 
and the winners had their 54-22. victory.

“I thought their quarterback threw the ball 
well,” concluded Coach Gimbel, “but Peterson 
also did a good job of moving guys around 
with his eyes and then coming back to find 
open receivers. It was a good win on a rather 
miserable night.”

BLOOMING PRAIRIE	 20	 20	 7	 7	 =	 54
SOUTHLAND	 0	 14	 8	 0	 =	 22 

BP TOTAL YARDS       483- RUSHING YARDS  

287;  PASSING  196, PETERSON 12 OF 19 

SOUTHLAND              312- RUSHING YARDS 12; 

PASSING  360

BP RUSHING – PRYOR  241 YARDS

BP PASSING  SIMON 4 FOR 83 YARDS, 

HAGEN 3 FOR 20

BP knocks off Southland, earns a rematch in semis 

BY LEMAR NELSON
STAFF WRITER

BPHS senior Alec Ille earned his third 
straight trip to the state cross-country meet, as 
he finished fifth individually in the Section 1A 
meet at Northern Hills course in Rochester on 
Thursday, Oct. 26.  

His third trip sets a school record for most 
appearances at the state meet.

Ille ran one of his best races of the year in 
timing a 17:06 over the demanding course. The 
boys’ team finished 13th of 23 teams entered 
in this meet, which is touted as one of the best 
sections in the state. The BP girls placed 16th in 
the meet.

In addition to Ille’s great run, Cameron 
Kubista also ended in the top 15 runners with 
a 17:52.2 time. Isaac Ille ran under 20 minutes 

at 19:39.8,  and ninth grader Brian Jimenez ran 
an inspired race and improved his best time 
by over a minute, timing a 20:05.6. Of the 14 
runners who competed for BPHS, 10 of them 
recorded personal best times.

For the girls, lead runner Bobbie Bruns 
competed in the meet, although still hampered 
a little from a sprained ankle suffered in the 
conference meet a week ago.  Seventh grader 
Abby Smith finished first on the team in 23:02, 
with Bruns timing a 23:13 for second.  Senior 
Jerrin Jax came in third on the team with a 
23:34.7.

“This was quite an accomplishment,” 
commented Coach John Bruns. “To have 10 of 
our 14 runners time personal bests says a lot 
about the individual runners and the success 
of the program. I am proud of every one of the 
competitors.”

NRHEG runs at Blue Earth
Panther runner Daniel Nydegger ran a 

personal best at the Section 2A meet at Blue 
Earth Area Thursday, Oct. 26, in timing an 
18:40.2.  Ben Lewer followed Nydegger closely 
with an 18:55.0, and Kollin Reese timed a 20:01.4.  
Agro Gushwa and Gavin Anderson finished 
with 20:39.9 and 22:32.9.  The team finished 18th 
of 22 teams.

Madisyn Buetel again led the Panther girls 
with a 22:09.56.  Jade Mely timed a 23:21, and 
Mia Williams ran a 26:29.  Both Buetel and Mely 
lowered their times in this meet by a minute.

As coach Mike Weber commented, “Despite 
the gale wind, the boys and girls both competed 
in top form.  Nydegger ran a personal best for 
the boys, with Lewer close behind.  I couldn’t 
be more proud of all the boys for their efforts 
this season. The girls finished their season on 
a high, with all three girls recording personal 
bests.  We always hope for good results, and it 
all kind of came together in this last meet of the 
season.”

CROSS COUNTRY

BP’s Ille back to state in cross-country 

Outside 
the Lines

LEMAR NELSON

Blossoms finally 
win at Rushford

STAFF PHOTO: RICK BUSSLER
Blossoms junior Colin Lerum blasts through several Southland defenders during the quarterfinal 
football contest Oct. 24 in Blooming Prairie. The Blossoms easily knocked off Southland 54-22 before 
narrowly upsetting Rushford-Peterson 21-20 to qualify for section finals Saturday in Rochester. 
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VOLLEYBALL

BY LEMAR NELSON
STAFF WRITER

The NRHEG volleyball team earned a mild upset in 
section 2A volleyball with a five-game victory over No. 3 
seed Alden-Conger at Alden Thursday, Oct. 26. The teams 
traded wins over the first four games, but the Panthers 
prevailed in the deciding game 15-8. 

NRHEG won the first game 25-19, with some stellar play 
at the net, but the Knights came back for a 25-15 win in 
game two.  The Panthers won a closely played third game 
25-20, but AC rebounded again for a 25-21 fourth game 
victory and a match- deciding fifth game. NRHEG pulled 
away early in that game.

Olivia Christopherson and Alexis Anderson both 
pounded down 13 kills in the match, and Betsy Schoenrock 
had 6 ace blocks and 5 kills to help the panther cause.  
Christopherson added 23 digs in the match, and Laura 
Worrell and Hannah Budach handed out 18 and 16 assists. 
NRHEG will play No. 2 seeded St. Clair tonight (Tuesday), 
at St. Peter.

As Coach Onika Peterson remarked, ”We were hoping to 
be playing our best at playoff time, and I think we achieved 
that goal.  The girls fought hard for every point, and I am 
really proud of the girls and their efforts.”

NRHEG SWEEPS
NRHEG opened its playoff run with a three-game sweep 

over Springfield on the Panther court Tuesday, Oct. 22.  the 
hosts had little trouble in the match, winning 25-8, 25-15, 
and 25-16.

The girls passed the ball very well tonight”, commented 
Coach Peterson, “which allowed us to be aggressive at the 
net. It was a good team win for opening playoff action..”

Olivia Christopherson led the Panthers with 13 kills, 
and Kelly Harden and Alexis Anderson added 8 and 5. 
Sydney Schlinger scrambled for 26 digs in the match, and 
Laura Worrel and Hannah Budach set 14 and 11 assists 
respectively.  Schlinger led the servers with 18 points, and  
Anderson added 15.

NRHEG upsets 
Alden-Conger 

in playoffs

BY LEMAR NELSON
STAFF WRITER

After sweeping Glenville-Emmons earlier in the week, 
the Awesome Blossom volleyball had the tables turned on 
them and lost three straight at Grand Meadow Thursday, 
Oct. 26.  The loss left the Blossoms with a 14-12 season 
record.

The Superlarks wasted no time in the match, as Jordyn 
Glynn ran off 11 straight serving points in a 16-1 lead in 
game one.  The winners took the game 25-5.  BP came back 
strong in game two and led 18-15, before Grand Meadow 
regrouped and counted 10 of the next 11 points in a 25-19 
victory. The hosts took game three 25-16.

McKenna Hein led the Blossoms with 8 kills and 9 digs, 
and Aryen Ingvalson and Sam Wurst both contributed 4 
kills. Heather Pirkl handed out 17 assists, and Julia Worke 
added 2 kills and 5 digs. Although a disappointing finish 
to the season, Coach Ranell Kittelson was quick to give 
credit to the girls for their continued determination, their 
attitude, and their team play through the season.

Girls take 3 over G-E
The Awesome Blossom team earned an easy three-game 

sweep over Glenville-Emmons on the home court Monday, 
Oct. 22.  The quarterfinal win in the Sub-Section 1A 
playoffs earned them a shot at No. 3 seeded Grand Meadow 
on Thursday.

“This was a good win in opening round play,” remarked 
Coach Kittelson. “Our overall play was good, although we 
fell apart a little in the second game. We had a chance for 
some girls who don’t usually get to see much action to get 
some minutes in the match, and that is always good.”

Sam Wurst, McKenna Hein, and Julia Worke had 7, 5, 
and 4 kills, with Worke also serving 3 aces in the match.  
Micalyn Trihus served 7 points in game one, Heather 
Pirkl had 5 in game two and Worke and Asha Thostenson 
combined for 9 points in the game three victory. Hein added 
7 digs, and Pirkl set up 19 assists.

Sweep by GM 
ends Blossoms’

volleyball season

 FOOTBALL

BY LEMAR NELSON
STAFF WRITER

NRHEG trailed LeSueur-Henderson 
20-14 at the half, but the Panthers 
dominated second half action on the way 
to a 36-23 victory over the Giants. The 
home quarterfinal victory on Tuesday, 
Oct. 24, earned the Panthers a return 
contest at Maple River on Saturday.

“I was very impressed,” remarked 
coach Dan Stork, “how the guys settled 
down and adjusted after being down 
20-6 in the first half. Perry Peterson had 
a standout game, carrying the ball 44 
times for 270 yards and 4 touchdowns. He 
simply would not be denied.”

Jared Miller got the visitors on the 

board just under two minutes into the 
game with a 52-yard gallop, but NRHEG 
came back early in the second quarter 
with Peterson’s first touchdown run of 14 
yards. With seven minutes left in the half, 
MIller scored again for the Giants on an 
8-yard burst, and they increased the lead 
to 20-6 on Miller’s third touchdown run, 
this time on a 20-yard effort.

Just 52 seconds before the break, the 
Panthers narrowed the margin, when 
Peterson capped a drive from 7 yards out. 
His two-point conversion run made the 
score 20-14 and gave the home team new 
life. 

The second half would be all NRHEG.
Less than four minutes into the third 

quarter, the Panthers would take their 
first lead of the game, when Peterson 

burst through for five yards and the 
score. His second two-point conversion 
run put the winners up 22-20. Peterson 
widened the lead with just 27 seconds left 
in the quarter on his fourth touchdown 
run, good for 11 yards this time. 

Halfway through the final quarter 
Matthew Plieseis kicked 34-yard 
field goal, but NRHEG counted a last 
touchdown, when Jake stork sneaked for 
2 yards with just over a minute left. A 
two-point conversion pass from Peterson 
to Cole Staloch made the final score.

In summary, Coach Stork commented, 
“ I am very happy for the team. The guys 
have been through a lot this season, but 
they continue to play hard and leave it all 
on the field. We are glad to get another 
shot at Maple River.”

NRHEG comes back to win in playoff opener

Huskies advance 
to section finals

The Owatonna Huskies football 
team cruised to a 62-41 victory 
over the Austin Packers in 
Section 1-5A semifinals Saturday 
night in Owatonna. 

Saturday’s game proved to be much 
different than the meeting earlier this 
season between the two teams. Owatonna 
crushed Austin 58-0 in regular season 
play. 

The victory improved Owatonna’s 
season record to 8-1. Austin ended its 
season with a 5-5 record. 

This is the fourth time in five years 
that Owatonna ended Austin’s season. 

The Huskies’ big players came up huge 
in this latest victory. Running back Jason 
Williamson carried the ball 40 times for 
288 yards and four touchdowns. Huskies’ 
quarterback Abe Havelka passed for 
213 yards and five touchdowns. On four 
of them, Havelka connected with Noah 
Budach.

Owatonna led 7-0 after the first 

quarter. The second quarter, especially 
the final minutes, proved to be a see-saw 
battle between the two squads. With 
less than five minutes, Austin scored 20 
points compared to Owatonna’s 7. Both 
teams scored four touchdowns each in the 
second quarter. The Huskies led 35-27 at 
halftime. 

The Huskies slowly pulled away from 
the Packers in the second half to win by 
three touchdowns. 

In the other semifinal game, the 
Rochester Century Panthers pulled off a 
stunning 14-12 upset over the Northfield 
Raiders in Northfield Saturday. The 
Panthers had a 3-5 record during the 
regular season while the Raiders had 
been unbeaten, including a victory over 
Owatonna. 

The Panthers travel to Owatonna for 
the Section title game Friday at 7 p.m. 
Earlier this season, the Huskies rolled to 
a 46-7 victory over Rochester Century. 

SCORING SUMMARY

OWATONNA 	 7	 28	13	 14	 — 	62
AUSTIN	 0	 27	 7	 7	 —	 41

OWATONNA STATS
RUSHING- 333; PASSING- 213; 

PENALTIES 11-FOR-125

FIRST QUARTER
O— NOAH BUDACH 6 PASS FROM ABE 

HAVELKA (JOSH NELSON KICK) 9:04

SECOND QUARTER
A— JOE SEEMAN 22 RUN (ANDREW 

SCHUMACHER KICK) 11:41

O— BUDACH 10 PASS FROM HAVELKA 

(NELSON KICK) 10:01

O— JASON WILLIAMSON 6 RUN 

(NELSON KICK) 7:16

O— WILLIAMSON 15 RUN (NELSON 

KICK) 4:34

A— GAVIN OWENS 14 PASS FROM TATE 

HEBRINK (SCHUMACHER KICK) 4:02

O— ALEX RAICHLE 32 PASS FROM 

HAVELKA (NELSON KICK) 2:59

A— LUKE HAWKSHEAD 22 PASS FROM 

HEBRINK (PASS FAILED) 1:39

A— HEBRINK 5 RUN (SCHUMACHER 

KICK) :29

THIRD QUARTER
O— BUDACH 10 PASS FROM HAVELKA 

(RUN FAILED) 3:51

A— OWENS 40 PASS FROM HEBRINK 

(SCHUMACHER KICK) 3:01

O— BUDACH 33 PASS FROM HAVELKA 

(NELSON KICK) 1:32

FOURTH QUARTER
O— WILLIAMSON 1 RUN (NELSON KICK) 

5:26

A— OWENS 18 PASS FROM HEBRINK 

(SCHUMACHER KICK) 4:02

O— WILLIAMSON 42 RUN (NELSON 

KICK) 2:16

Owatonna cruises to 62-41 win over Austin

STAFF PHOTO: RICK BUSSLER
Members of the Owatonna Dance Team dazzled the crowd 
with their dance routine during the halftime show at 
Saturday's semifinal football game against Austin. This is the 
first year in several years that the dance team has competed 
in Owatonna.

STAFF PHOTOS: RICK BUSSLER
Owatonna running back Jason Williamson (22) carries the ball and fights through a group of Austin Packers defenders during Saturday 
night’s semifinal contest in Owatonna. Williamson was all over the field as he carried the ball 40 times for 288 yards and four 
touchdowns. His efforts helped the Huskies defeat Austin 62-41. Owatonna now plays Rochester Century in the section finals Friday 
night in Owatonna. 

Huskies junior Matt Segler (5) attempts to blast past a couple Austin defenders with the 
ball in the semifinal game Saturday. Despite a close first half, Owatonna pulled away from 
Austin in the second half to easily win 62-31.

Halftime Show
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THIS ISN’T JUST A GAME
IT’S A WAY OF LIFE

SHOWN: .925 STERLING SILVER & 14K GOLD CHARMS 
INTRICATELY ENGRAVED WITH NFL TEAM LOGOS

507-451-0301
685 W BRIDGE ST #8, OWATONNA

MON-WED & FRI:10-6
THURSDAYS:10-8
SATURDAY:10-3

831 S. Oak Ave, Owatonna
Grocery: 507.451.1550 • Meat: 507.451.0071

G R I L L  I T !

Darrick Schewe
Owner

507-583-9994
Located in NAPA Auto Parts Building

Football Contest Rules
Contest: There will be 30 games each week during the contest, which begins Sept. 9 and runs for 12 weeks. 

How to win: Pick the team you think will win each game listed in the below advertisements. Write the team’s name in the 
blank with the corresponding number. Cut out the entry blank and enter to: Steele County Times, P.O. Box 247, Blooming 
Prairie, MN 55917 or drop off at our office at 411 E. Main St. in Blooming Prairie. You may enter in person, mail or by e-mail 
to bptimes@frontiernet.net. It must be postmarked no later than 5 p.m. Friday. You must enter a score in the Tie-Breaker 
game or you will be disqualified.

What you win: The Times will award a $10 gift car to the Kernal Restaurant, in Owatonna to the person correctly predicting 
the most winners from the games listed. The person with the most correct games throughout the 12 week contest will be 
awarded a subscription to the Steele County Times ($38 value) and a Chanhassen Dinner Theatre ticket for two ($175 
value). An additional prize will be awarded if the winner correctly picks the outcome of all 30 games. Ties will be broken by 
the score of the Tie-Breaker game. All decisions by the judges are final. The contest is open to anyone age 14 and above, 
excluding staff and family members of Bussler Publishing, Inc. or Dodge Media, Inc.

*EDITOR’S NOTE: Because the last regular season high school football game will be played tomorrow night (Wednesday), and playoff contest will not be 
known ahead of time, the football contest will now be just ten college and ten NFL games.  Contest still has five weeks to go, so keep entries coming.  

	 1_ ___________________
	 2_ ___________________
	 3_ ___________________
	 4_ ___________________
	 5_ ___________________
	 6_ ___________________
	 7_ ___________________
	 8_ ___________________
	 9_ ___________________
	10_ ___________________
	11_ ___________________
	12_ ___________________
	13_ ___________________
	14_ ___________________
	15_ ___________________

	16_ ___________________
	17_ ___________________
	 8_ ___________________
	19_ ___________________
	20_ ___________________
	21_ ___________________
	22_ ___________________
	23_ ___________________
	24_ ___________________
	25_ ___________________
	26_ ___________________
	27_ ___________________
	28_ ___________________
	29_ ___________________
	30_ ___________________

Name_____________________________
Address___________________________
Phone_ ___________________________

ENTRY FORM

*Tie-Breaker Score_ ________________ *

Steele County Times 2017 

Football Contest

This week’s winner is Keith Stark with 2 wrong. 

Sales • Service • Rentals

800 - 722 - 1282 www.garlickswater.com

1. Penn State at Mich State

OPEN 
24 HOURS

495 West N. Street, Owatonna
507-451-7220 • www.cashwise.com

2. Wisconsin at Indiana

3. Clemson at N. Car. State

4. Ohio State at Iowa

5. Wake Forest at Notre Dame

7. Texas at TCU 9. Minnesota at Michigan
11. Baltimore at Tennessee

13. L.A. Chargers at N. Y.  Giants

15. Atlanta at Carolina 17. Arizona at San Francisco

19. Oakland at Miami

6. Iowa State at West Virginia

8. Illinois at Purdue 10. Northwestern at Nebraska

12. Tampa Bay at New Orleans 14. Denver at Philadelphia

16.  Cincinnati at Jacksonville

18. Washington at Seattle 20. Kansas City at Dallas (tiebreaker)

QUALITY 
COLOR 

PRINTING
Let us handle 
all your printing needs…

•Business Forms
•Envelopes of all sizes
•Letterhead
•Carbonless Forms
•Laminating
•Color & B&W Copies
•Shipping Tags
•Wedding Invitations
•Graduation Cards

DODGE COUNTY PRINTING
121 West Main St., KASSON • 507.634.2661

DCP@kmtel.com

•Business Cards •Presentations 
•Brochures •Posters 
•Much More!
Fast, Friendly small town service
with a smile!

PCD

FLOOR TECH

Carpet • Vinyl • Laminate Wood • Ceramic

Call Us Now for a Consultation!
Tim Wacek • 583-2276 • 322 E. Main, Blooming Prairie
Derek Reichl • 552-1637 • 2201 E. Main St., Albert Lea

Your source for all your flooring needs

Experienced Semi-Driver

Pete Michaletz
507.451.8650
OwatOnna

MICHALETZ
TRUCKING

➧Van Operations
➧20 Midwest States
➧Home Weekly
➧2500-3000 Miles Weekly

50¢ 
MILE

Per

1011 Hoffman Drive • Owatonna
507-451-2585Open 5:00 AM to 9 PM daily

Homemade pies and cakes.  
Homemade soups and chili.

www.kernelrestaurant.com
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FORECLOSURE

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO 
VERIFICATION OF THE 

DEBT AND IDENTITY OF 
THE ORIGINAL CREDITOR 

WITHIN THE TIME 
PROVIDED BY LAW IS NOT 

AFFECTED BY THIS ACTION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN:  
That Default has occurred in 
the conditions of the following 
described mortgage:
DATE OF MORTGAGE: 
07/21/2016
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL 
AMOUNT OF MORTGAGE: 
$169,665.00
MORTGAGOR(S): Kristina K. 
Klocek, A Single Woman
MORTGAGEE: Mortgage 
Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., as nominee for 
American Mortgage & Equity 
Consultants, Inc.
DATE AND PLACE OF FILING: 
07/22/2016 as T000073918 
CERT # 19127 in the Office of 
the County Register of Deeds, 
Steele County, Minnesota
The mortgage was assigned 
for value as follows:
Assignee: Freedom Mortgage 
Corporation
Assignment dated: 08/30/2017
Assignment recorded: 
09/07/2017
Assignment recording 
information: T000075272 
CERT # 19127
All in the records of the County 
Register of Deeds in and for 
Steele County, Minnesota.  

TAX PARCEL I.D. NO.: 17-336-
0210
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF 
PROPERTY: Lot 10, Block 
2, Heers Addition No. 4, 
Owatonna, Minnesota. 
Torrens Certificate No.19127 
STREET ADDRESS OF 
PROPERTY: 1709 Greenwood 
Place, Owatonna, MN 55060
COUNTY IN WHICH 
PROPERTY IS LOCATED: 
Steele
LENDER OR BROKER AND 
MORTGAGE ORIGINATOR: 
American Mortgage & Equity 
Consultants, Inc.
RESIDENTIAL MORTGAGE 
SERVICER: Freedom 
Mortgage Corporation
THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO 
BE DUE ON THE MORTGAGE: 
$174,620.96 AS OF 11/15/2017.
THAT no action or proceeding 
has been instituted at law 
to recover the debt secured 
by said mortgage, or any 
part thereof; that there has 
been compliance with all 
pre-foreclosure notice and 
acceleration requirements 
of said mortgage, and/or 
applicable statutes.
Pursuant to the power of sale 
contained in said Mortgage, the 
Mortgage will be foreclosed, 
and the mortgaged premises 
will be sold by the Sheriff of 
Steele County, Minnesota at 
public auction as follows:		
DATE AND TIME OF SALE: 
11/28/2017 at 10:00 AM
PLACE OF SALE: Steele 
County Sheriff’s Office, 204 E. 
Pearl, Owatonna, MN 55060 to 
pay the debt then secured by 
said mortgage and taxes, if any 
actually paid by the mortgagee, 
on the premises and the costs 
and disbursements allowed by 
law.
The time allowed by law 
for redemption by said 
Mortgagor(s) or Mortgagor’s 
personal representatives or 
assigns is 6 Months from the 
date of sale.  
TIME AND DATE TO VACATE 
PROPERTY: If the mortgage 
is not reinstated under Minn. 
Stat. §580.30 or redeemed 
under Minn. Stat. §580.23, 
the mortgagor must vacate 
the mortgaged property by 
11:59 p.m. on May 28, 2018, or 
the next business day if May 
28, 2018 falls on a Saturday, 
Sunday or legal holiday.
MORTGAGOR(S) RELEASED 
FROM FINANCIAL 
OBLIGATION ON MORTGAGE: 
None.
THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION 
BY THE MORTGAGOR, THE 
MORTGAGOR’S PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES OR 
ASSIGNS, MAY BE REDUCED 
TO FIVE WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL 
ORDER IS ENTERED UNDER 
MINNESOTA STATUTES, 
SECTION 582.032, 
DETERMINING, AMONG 
OTHER THINGS THAT 
MORTGAGED PREMISES 
ARE IMPROVED WITH A 
RESIDENTIAL DWELLING 
OF LESS THAN FIVE UNITS, 
ARE NOT PROPERTY 
USED IN AGRICULTURAL 
PRODUCTION, AND ARE 
ABANDONED.
Publication to begin the week 
of: 10/09/2017-10/13/2017
Freedom Mortgage 
Corporation, Mortgagee/
Mortgage Assignee

The Sayer Law Group, P.C., 
By Brian G. Sayer, Attorney for 
Mortgagee/Mortgage Assignee
925 E 4th St., Waterloo, IA 
50703

THIS IS A COMMUNICATION 
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR 
ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT 
A DEBT. ANY INFORMATION 
OBTAINED WILL BE USED 
FOR THAT PURPOSE. 

10/10, 10/17, 10/24
10/31, 11/7, 11/14

17-107230
 

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

 
THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION 
OF THE DEBT AND IDENTITY 
OF THE ORIGINAL CREDITOR 
WITHIN THE TIME PROVIDED 
BY LAW IS NOT AFFECTED BY 
THIS ACTION.
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, 
that default has occurred in 
the conditions of the following 
described mortgage:
DATE OF MORTGAGE:  January 
7, 2010
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL 
AMOUNT OF MORTGAGE:  
$69,900.00
MORTGAGOR(S):  Marcia K. 
Prestegard, single woman
MORTGAGEE:  Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, 
Inc.
TRANSACTION AGENT: 
Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc.
MIN#:  1002489-0000001611-4
LENDER OR BROKER AND 
MORTGAGE ORIGINATOR 
STATED ON THE MORTGAGE:  
Rescue Mortgage, Inc. DBA 
Mortgage Depot
SERVICER:  Carrington 
Mortgage Services, LLC
DATE AND PLACE OF FILING: 
Filed February 3, 2010, Steele 
County Recorder, as Document 
Number A000369179
ASSIGNMENTS OF 
MORTGAGE:  Assigned to: Bank 
of America, N.A.; Thereafter 
assigned to Carrington Mortgage 
Services, LLC; thereafter 
assigned to J.P. Morgan 
Mortgage Acquisition Corp.  
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF 
PROPERTY:
Lot 3 in Block 2 in Pointview 
Addition to the City of Owatonna, 
Minnesota
PROPERTY ADDRESS:  314 
Southview St, Owatonna, MN 
55060
PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER:  17-134-0203
COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY 
IS LOCATED:  Steele
THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO BE 
DUE ON THE MORTGAGE ON 
THE DATE OF THE NOTICE:  
$65,408.19
THAT all pre-foreclosure 
requirements have been 
complied with; that no action or 
proceeding has been instituted 
at law or otherwise to recover the 
debt secured by said mortgage, 
or any part thereof;
PURSUANT, to the power of sale 
contained in said mortgage, the 
above described property will be 
sold by the Sheriff of said county 
as follows:
DATE AND TIME OF SALE:  
November 17, 2017, 10:00am
PLACE OF SALE:  Sheriff's 
Main Office, Law Enforcement 
Center, 204 Pearl Street East, 
Owatonna, MN 55060 to pay 
the debt secured by said 
mortgage and taxes, if any, on 
said premises and the costs 
and disbursements, including 
attorneys fees allowed by law, 
subject to redemption within 6 
months from the date of said sale 
by the mortgagor(s) the personal 
representatives or assigns.
TIME AND DATE TO VACATE 
PROPERTY:  If the real estate 
is an owner-occupied, single-
family dwelling, unless otherwise 
provided by law, the date on or 
before which the mortgagor(s) 
must vacate the property, if the 
mortgage is not reinstated under 
section 580.30 or the property 
is not redeemed under section 
580.23, is 11:59 p.m. on May 17, 
2018, or the next business day if 
May 17, 2018 falls on a Saturday, 
Sunday or legal holiday.
 
"THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY 
THE MORTGAGOR, THE 
MORTGAGOR'S PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES OR 
ASSIGNS, MAY BE REDUCED 
TO FIVE WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL 
ORDER IS ENTERED 
UNDER MINNESOTA 
STATUTES SECTION 582.032 
DETERMINING, AMONG 
OTHER THINGS, THAT THE 
MORTGAGED PREMISES 
ARE IMPROVED WITH A 
RESIDENTIAL DWELLING 
OF LESS THAN 5 UNITS, 
ARE NOT PROPERTY 
USED FOR AGRICULTURAL 
PRODUCTION, AND ARE 

ABANDONED.
 

Dated: September 18, 2017
 

J.P. Morgan Mortgage 
Acquisition Corp.

Assignee of Mortgagee  
 

SHAPIRO & ZIELKE, LLP
 

BY ______________________
Lawrence P. Zielke - 152559

Diane F. Mach - 273788
Melissa L. B. Porter - 0337778

Randolph W. Dawdy - 2160X
Gary J. Evers - 0134764

Tracy J. Halliday - 034610X
Attorneys for Mortgagee

Shapiro & Zielke, LLP
12550 West Frontage Road, 

Suite 200
Burnsville, MN 55337

(952) 831-4060
 

THIS IS A COMMUNICATION 
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR

9/26, 10/3, 10/10
 10/17, 10/24, 10/31

FORECLOSURE

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION 
OF THE DEBT AND IDENTITY 
OF THE ORIGINAL CREDITOR 
WITHIN THE TIME PROVIDED 
BY LAW IS NOT AFFECTED BY 
THIS ACTION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, 
that default has occurred in 
conditions of the following 
described mortgage:
DATE OF MORTGAGE: 
September 3, 2015
MORTGAGOR:	 Earl Eugene 
Butenhoff and Linda Eileen 
Butenhoff, husband and wife as 
joint tenants.
MORTGAGEE:	 M o r t g a g e 
Electronic Registration Systems, 
Inc. as nominee for American 
Nationwide Mortgage Company, 
Inc. its successors and assigns.
DATE AND PLACE OF 
RECORDING:	  Recorded 
September 4, 2015 Steele 
County Recorder, Document No. 
A000403975.
ASSIGNMENTS OF 
MORTGAGE:   Assigned to:  
Ditech Financial LLC.  Dated 
August 22, 2017 Recorded 
August 25, 2017, as Document 
No. A000414480.                
TRANSACTION AGENT:  
Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc.
TRANSACTION AGENT'S 
MORTGAGE IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER ON MORTGAGE:  
100969901641507013
LENDER OR BROKER AND 
MORTGAGE ORIGINATOR 
STATED ON MORTGAGE:  
American Nationwide Mortgage 
Company, Inc.
RESIDENTIAL MORTGAGE 
SERVICER:  Ditech Financial 
LLC	 M O R T G A G E D 
PROPERTY ADDRESS:  2455 
Fox Hollow Lane, Owatonna, 
MN 55060
TAX PARCEL I.D. #:  17-582-
0403
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF 
PROPERTY:
Lot 3, Block 4, North Country 
Addition No. 2, Steele County, 
Minnesota
COUNTY IN WHICH 
PROPERTY IS LOCATED:	
Steele
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL 
AMOUNT OF MORTGAGE:	
$272,253.00
AMOUNT DUE AND CLAIMED 
TO BE DUE AS OF DATE OF 
NOTICE, INCLUDING TAXES, IF 
ANY, PAID BY MORTGAGEE:	
$282,042.55
That prior to the commencement 
of this mortgage foreclosure 
proceeding Mortgagee/Assignee 
of Mortgagee complied with all 
notice requirements as required 
by statute; That no action or 
proceeding has been instituted 
at law or otherwise to recover the 
debt secured by said mortgage, 
or any part thereof;
PURSUANT to the power of sale 
contained in said mortgage, the 
above described property will be 
sold by the Sheriff of said county 
as follows: DATE AND TIME OF 
SALE: December 1, 2017 at 
10:00 AM
PLACE OF SALE:	
Steele County Sheriff's Office, 
Law Enforcement Center, 204 
Pearl Street East, Owatonna, MN 
to pay the debt then secured by 
said Mortgage, and taxes, if any, 
on said premises, and the costs 
and disbursements, including 
attorneys' fees allowed by law 
subject to redemption within    
six (6) months from the date of 
said sale by the mortgagor(s), 
their personal representatives 
or assigns unless reduced to 
Five (5) weeks under MN Stat. 
§580.07.
TIME AND DATE TO VACATE 
PROPERTY: If the real estate 
is an owner-occupied, single-
family dwelling, unless otherwise 
provided by law, the date on or 
before which the mortgagor(s) 
must vacate the property if 
the mortgage is not reinstated 

under section 580.30 or the 
property is not redeemed under 
section 580.23 is 11:59 p.m. on 
June 1, 2018 unless that date 
falls on a weekend   or legal 
holiday, in which case it is the 
next weekday, and unless the 
redemption period is reduced to 
5 weeks under MN Stat. Secs. 
580.07 or 582.032.

MORTGAGOR(S) RELEASED 
FROM FINANCIAL OBLIGATION 
ON MORTGAGE:None
"THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY 
THE MORTGAGOR, THE 
MORTGAGOR'S PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES OR 
ASSIGNS, MAY BE REDUCED 
TO FIVE WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL 
ORDER IS ENTERED UNDER 
MINNESOTA STATUTES, 
SECTION 582.032, 
DETERMINING, AMONG 
OTHER THINGS, THAT THE 
MORTGAGED PREMISES 
ARE IMPROVED WITH A 
RESIDENTIAL DWELLING 
OF LESS THAN FIVE UNITS, 
ARE NOT PROPERTY 
USED IN AGRICULTURAL 
PRODUCTION, AND ARE 
ABANDONED."

Dated: September 20, 2017

Ditech Financial LLC 
Mortgagee/Assignee of 

Mortgagee

USSET, WEINGARDEN 
AND LIEBO, P.L.L.P.

Attorneys for Mortgagee/
Assignee of Mortgagee

4500 Park Glen Road #300
Minneapolis, MN 55416

(952) 925-6888
8 - 17-004745 FC

THIS IS A COMMUNICATION 
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR.

9/26, 10/3, 10/10
 10/17, 10/24, 10/31

FORECLOSURE

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION 
OF THE DEBT AND IDENTITY 
OF THE ORIGINAL CREDITOR 
WITHIN THE TIME PROVIDED 
BY LAW IS NOT AFFECTED 
BY THIS ACTION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN:  
That default has occurred in 
the conditions of the following 
described mortgage:
DATE OF MORTGAGE: May 
22, 2012
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL 
AMOUNT OF MORTGAGE: 
$238,555.00
MORTGAGOR(S): Phillip E. 
Daley and Carol S. Daley, 
husband and wife
MORTGAGEE: Wells Fargo 
Bank, N.A.
DATE AND PLACE OF 
FILING: Recorded on May 30, 
2012 as Document Number 
A000384891 in the Office of 
the County Recorder of Steele 
County, Minnesota.
ASSIGNMENTS OF 
MORTGAGE: Assigned to: 
None.
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF 
PROPERTY: Lot 1, Block 1, 
South Prairie Park Addition, 
Steele County, Minnesota.
STREET ADDRESS OF 
PROPERTY: 1915 LEMOND 
PLACE, OWATONNA, MN 
55060
COUNTY IN WHICH 
PROPERTY IS LOCATED: 
Steele County, Minnesota.
THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO 
BE DUE ON THE MORTGAGE 
ON THE DATE OF THE 
NOTICE: $198,769.80
TRANSACTION AGENT: None
NAME OF MORTGAGE 
ORIGINATOR: Wells Fargo 
Bank, N.A.
RESIDENTIAL SERVICER: 
Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.
TAX PARCEL IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER: 17-516-0101
TRANSACTION AGENT'S 
MORTGAGE IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER: None
THAT no action or proceeding 
has been instituted at law to 
recover the debt then remaining 
secured by such mortgage, 
or any part thereof, or, if the 
action or proceeding has been 
instituted, that the same has 
been discontinued, or that an 
execution upon the judgment 
rendered therein has been 
returned unsatisfied, in whole 
or in part.
PURSUANT, to the power 
of sale contained in said 
mortgage, the above described 
property will be sold by the 
Sheriff of said county as 
follows:
DATE AND TIME OF SALE: 
November 14, 2017 at 10:00 
AM.
PLACE OF SALE: Steele 
County Sheriff’s Office, Law 
Enforcement Center, 204 
Pearl Street East, Owatonna, 
Minnesota. To pay the debt 
then secured by said mortgage 

and taxes, if any actually 
paid by the mortgagee, on 
the premises and the costs 
and disbursements allowed 
by law.  The time allowed by 
law for redemption by said 
mortgagor(s), their personal 
representatives or assigns is 
six (6) months from the date of 
sale.
TIME AND DATE TO VACATE 
PROPERTY: Unless said 
mortgage is reinstated or the 
property redeemed, or unless 
the time for redemption is 
reduced by judicial order, you 
must vacate the premises by 
11:59 p.m. on May 14, 2018.

THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY 
THE MORTGAGOR, THE 
MORTGAGOR’S PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES OR 
ASSIGNS, MAY BE REDUCED 
TO FIVE WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL 
ORDER IS ENTERED UNDER 
MINNESOTA STATUTES, 
SECTION 582.032, 
DETERMINING, AMONG 
OTHER THINGS, THAT THE 
MORTGAGED PREMISES 
ARE IMPROVED WITH A 
RESIDENTIAL DWELLING 
OF LESS THAN FIVE UNITS, 
ARE NOT PROPERTY 
USED IN AGRICULTURAL 
PRODUCTION, AND ARE 
ABANDONED.

MORTGAGOR(S) 
RELEASED FROM 

FINANCIAL OBLIGATION ON 
MORTGAGE: None

Dated: September 21, 2017

WELLS FARGO BANK, 
N.A. Mortgagee

THE ACADEMY LAW GROUP, 
P.A.

By:  /s/

Rebecca F. Schiller, Esq.
N. Kibongni Fondungallah, 

Esq.
Samuel R. Coleman, Esq.

*Corbin C. Smith, Esq.*
Attorneys for Mortgagee

The Academy Professional 
Building

25 Dale Street North
St. Paul, MN 55102

(651) 209-9760
(17-1014-FC01)

THIS IS A COMMUNICATION 
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR.

9/26, 10/3, 10/10
 10/17, 10/24, 10/31

FORECLOSURE

NOTICE

 NOTICE OF CONDOMINIUM 
ASSOCIATION LIEN

 FORECLOSURE SALE

 WHEREAS, default has 
been made in the terms and 
conditions of the Declaration of 
Skyview Townhouse Association 
Covenants, Conditions 
and Restrictions (hereafter 
“Declaration”), dated April 26, 
1988, and recorded in the Office 
of the County Recorder in and 
for Steele County, Minnesota, 
on the 16th day of June, 1988, 
in Book 34 of Titles, page 259, 
which said Declaration covers 
the following described property 
situated in the County of Steele 
and State of Minnesota, to-wit:
 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION  - Lot 7, 
Block 1, Skyview Townhouses, 
Steele County, Minnesota

 STREET ADDRESS   -  177 
22nd Street NW, Owatonna, 
Steele County, Minnesota  
55060

 PID #    - 17.411.0107

 Torrens Property   -  Certificate 
of Title Number 18156

 WHEREAS, pursuant to said 
Declaration, there is claimed 
to be due and owing as of the 
date of this Notice by Laxman 
Sundae, unit owner,  to Skyview 
Townhouse Association, Inc., 
the principle amount of Eight 
Thousand Sixty-Eight and 
No/100 Dollars ($8,068.00) for 
condominium assessments and 
late fees through October 1, 
2017,  and no action being now 
pending at law or otherwise to 
recover said debt of any part 
thereof, and;
 WHEREAS, pursuant to said 
Declaration, and the statute 
in such case made and 
provided, said debt creates 
a lien upon said premises in 
favor of Skyview Townhouse 
Association, Inc., 
 NOW, THEREFORE, notice is 
hereby given that by virtue of 
the power of sale created
by statute, said lien will be 
foreclosed by the sale of said 
premises with the hereditaments 
and appurtenances, which said 
sale will be made by the Sheriff 
of Steele County, Minnesota, 
at the Sheriff’s Office, 204 
East Pearl Street, Owatonna, 
Steele County, Minnesota,  on 
December 5, 2017, at 10:00 
o’clock a.m., at public auction 
to the highest bidder, for 

FORECLOSURE

cash, to pay the amount then 
due for said condominium 
assessments, together with the 
costs of foreclosure, including 
attorney fees as allowed by 
law.  The time allowed by law for 
redemption by the unit owners, 
their personal representatives or 
assigns, is six (6) months from 
the date of said sale.
 TIME AND DATE TO VACATE 
PROPERTY:  If the real estate is 
an owner-occupied
single family dwelling, unless 
otherwise provided by law, 
the date on or before which 
the unit owners must vacate 
the property if the lien is not 
reinstated under Minn. Stat. 
§580.30 or the property is not 
redeemed under Minn. Stat. 
§580.23 is 11:59 p.m. on June 
5, 2018.  If the foregoing date 
is a Saturday, Sunday, or legal 
holiday, then the date to vacate 
the property is the next business 
day at 11:59 p.m.
Dated: October 11, 2017

SKYVIEW TOWNHOUSE 
ASSOCIATION, INC.

HVISTENDAHL, MOERSCH, 
DORSEY & HAHN, P.A.

BY:     /s/ Mary L. Hahn                                                       
 Mary L. Hahn (#309370)
 311 South Water Street

 Northfield, MN  55057
 Phone: (507) 645-9358

      Attorneys for Skyview 
Townhouse Association, Inc.

11/24, 10/31, 11/7
11/14, 11/21, 11/28

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING ON A PROPOSED 

PROJECT AND THE 
ISSUANCE OF REVENUE 

REFUNDING NOTES 
UNDER MINNESOTA 

STATUTES, CHAPTER 475 
AND SECTIONS 469.152 
THROUGH 469.165, AS 

AMENDED, ON BEHALF 
OF STEELE COUNTY 
COMMUNITIES FOR A 

LIFETIME, INC.
COUNTY OF STEELE, 

MINNESOTA

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 
the Board of Commissioners of 
the Steele County, Minnesota 
(the “County”), will meet on 
November 14, 2017, at 5:30 
P.M., at the County Offices, 630 
Florence Avenue, Owatonna, 
Minnesota, for the purpose of 
conducting a public hearing on 
a proposal that the County issue 
its revenue refunding note (the 
“Note”), in one or more series, 
under Minnesota Statutes, 
Chapter 475 and Sections 
469.152 through 469.165, as 
amended, in order to finance, 
on behalf of Steele County 
Communities for a Lifetime, Inc., 
its successors and assigns, 
a project consisting of the (i) 
the refinancing of the County’s 
$10,000,000 Nursing Facility 
Revenue Refunding Note 
(Steele County Communities 
for a Lifetime Koda Living 
Community Project), Series 
2011, dated as originally issued 
as of September 29, 2011, issued 
on behalf of the Corporation, 
the proceeds of which were 
used to finance the acquisition 
and construction of a 79-bed 
replacement skilled nursing 
facility known as the “Koda 
Living Community” located 
on the Owatonna Healthcare 
Campus; and (ii) financing costs 
of issuance with respect to the 
revenue refunding notes (the 
“Project”).

The approximate aggregate 
principal amount of the proposed 
note issue is $9,415,000.  The 
Note shall be a limited obligation 
of the County, and the Note and 
interest thereon shall be payable 
solely from the revenue pledged 
to the payment thereof.  No 
holder of any such Note shall 
ever have the right to compel any 
exercise of the taxing power of 
the County to pay the Note or the 
interest thereon, nor to enforce 
payment against any property of 
the County except the property 
pledged to the payment thereof.  
Before issuing the Note, the 
County will enter into an 
agreement with the Corporation 
whereby the Corporation will be 
obligated to make payments at 
least sufficient at all times to pay 
the principal of and interest on 
the Note when due.

All persons interested may 
appear and be heard at the 
time and place set forth above, 
or may file written comments 
with the County Auditor prior to 
the date of the hearing set forth 
above.

Dated: October 31, 2017.

 /s/  Board Chair                                                     
Attest:

 /s/ County Auditor                                           

10/31



STEELE COUNTY TIMES	 LEGALS	 TUESDAY, OCTOBER 31, 2017 | B5

FORECLOSURE POSTPONEMENT STEELE COUNTY

STEELE COUNTY

FORECLOSURE

 NOTICE OF CONDOMINIUM 
ASSOCIATION LIEN

 FORECLOSURE SALE

 WHEREAS, default has 
been made in the terms and 
conditions of the Declaration of 
Skyview Townhouse Association 
Covenants, Conditions 
and Restrictions (hereafter 
“Declaration”), dated April 26, 
1988, and recorded in the Office 
of the County Recorder in and 
for Steele County, Minnesota, 
on the 16th day of June, 1988, 
in Book 34 of Titles, page 259, 
which said Declaration covers 
the following described property 
situated in the County of Steele 
and State of Minnesota, to-wit:    
 LEGAL DESCRIPTION  - 
Lot 14, Block 1, Skyview 
Townhouses, Steele County, 
Minnesota
STREET ADDRESS   -  149 
22nd Street NW, Owatonna, 
Steele County, Minnesota  
55060

PID #    - 17.411.0114

Torrens Property   -  Certificate 
of Title Number 18136

 WHEREAS, pursuant to 
said Declaration, there is 
claimed to be due and owing 
as of the date of this Notice 
by Laxman Sundae as unit 
owner  to Skyview Townhouse 
Association, Inc., the principle 
amount of Seven Thousand 
Seven Hundred Thirty and 
No/100 Dollars ($7,730.00) for 
condominium assessments and 
late fees through October 1, 
2017, and no action being now 
pending at law or otherwise to 
recover said debt of any part 
thereof, and;
 WHEREAS, pursuant to said 
Declaration, and the statute 
in such case made and 
provided, said debt creates 
a lien upon said premises in 
favor of Skyview Townhouse 
Association, Inc., 
 NOW, THEREFORE, notice is 
hereby given that by virtue of the 
power of sale created
by statute, said lien will be 
foreclosed by the sale of said 
premises with the hereditaments 
and appurtenances, which said 
sale will be made by the Sheriff 
of Steele County, Minnesota, 
at the Sheriff’s Office, 204 
East Pearl Street, Owatonna, 
Steele County, Minnesota, on 
December 5, 2017, at 10:00 
o’clock a.m., at public auction 
to the highest bidder, for cash, 
to pay the amount then due for 
said condominium assessments, 
together with the costs of 
foreclosure, including attorney 
fees as allowed by law.  The time 
allowed by law for redemption by 
the unit owners, their personal 
representatives or assigns, is six 
(6) months from the date of said 
sale.
 TIME AND DATE TO VACATE 
PROPERTY:  If the real estate is 
an owner-occupied
single family dwelling, unless 
otherwise provided by law, the 
date on or before which the unit 
owners must vacate the property 
if the lien is not reinstated under 
Minn. Stat. §580.30 or the 
property is not redeemed under 
Minn. Stat. §580.23 is 11:59 
p.m. on June 5, 2018.   If the 
foregoing date is a Saturday, 
Sunday, or legal holiday, then the 
date to vacate the property is the 
next business day at 11:59 p.m.
Dated:   October 11, 2017

SKYVIEW TOWNHOUSE 
ASSOCIATION, INC.

HVISTENDAHL, MOERSCH, 
DORSEY & HAHN, P.A.

BY:      /s/ Mary L. Hahn                                             
 Mary L. Hahn (#309370)
 311 South Water Street

 Northfield, MN  55057
 Phone: (507) 645-9358

 Attorneys for Skyview 
Townhouse Association, Inc.

11/24, 10/31, 11/7
11/14, 11/21, 11/28
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NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

 
THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION 
OF THE DEBT AND IDENTITY 
OF THE ORIGINAL CREDITOR 
WITHIN THE TIME PROVIDED 
BY LAW IS NOT AFFECTED 
BY THIS ACTION.
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, 
that default has occurred in 
the conditions of the following 
described mortgage:
DATE OF MORTGAGE:  May 
1, 2008
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL 
AMOUNT OF MORTGAGE:  
$127,806.00
MORTGAGOR(S):  Brandon 
L. Klemmensen and Aana E. 
Spurgeon, both single persons
MORTGAGEE:  Advisor's 
Mortgage, LLC
LENDER OR BROKER AND 
MORTGAGE ORIGINATOR 
STATED ON THE MORTGAGE:  
Advisor's Mortgage, LLC
SERVICER:  JPMorgan Chase 
Bank, N.A. 
DATE AND PLACE OF FILING: 

Filed May 2, 2008, Steele 
County Recorder, as Document 
Number A000356965, 
Thereafter modified by a 
Loan Modification Agreement 
recorded on October 22, 
2014 as document number 
A000399216
ASSIGNMENTS OF 
MORTGAGE:  Assigned to: 
JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A.; 
Dated: May 1, 2008 filed: May 
2, 2008, recorded as document 
number A000356966  
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF 
PROPERTY:
Commencing at a point 2 rods 
West and 1384 feet South of 
the Northeast Corner of the 
Northwest Quarter of Section 
30, Township 106 North, Range 
20 West , thence West 142 feet 
to the East line of the Right 
of Way of the Chicago, Rock 
Island and Pacific Railway; 
thence Southwest along said 
Right of Way line 130 feet, 
thence East approximately 
162 feet to the West line of 
Highway, being a point 1512 
feet directly South of the North 
line of said Northwest Quarter, 
thence North along the West 
line of Highway to the point of 
commencement.  Subject to 
easements of record. Except: 
The North 66 feet thereof
PROPERTY ADDRESS:  9184 
37th Ave SW, Hope, MN 56046
PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER:  05-030-4202
COUNTY IN WHICH 
PROPERTY IS LOCATED:  
Steele
THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO 
BE DUE ON THE MORTGAGE 
ON THE DATE OF THE 
NOTICE:  $124,729.82
THAT all pre-foreclosure 
requirements have been 
complied with; that no action or 
proceeding has been instituted 
at law or otherwise to recover 
the debt secured by said 
mortgage, or any part thereof;
PURSUANT, to the power 
of sale contained in said 
mortgage, the above described 
property will be sold by the 
Sheriff of said county as 
follows:
DATE AND TIME OF SALE:  
December 21, 2017, 10:00am
PLACE OF SALE:  Sheriff's 
Main Office, Law Enforcement 
Center, 204 Pearl Street East, 
Owatonna, MN 55060
to pay the debt secured by said 
mortgage and taxes, if any, on 
said premises and the costs 
and disbursements, including 
attorneys fees allowed by law, 
subject to redemption within 6 
months from the date of said 
sale by the mortgagor(s) the 
personal representatives or 
assigns.
TIME AND DATE TO VACATE 
PROPERTY:  If the real 
estate is an owner-occupied, 
single-family dwelling, unless 
otherwise provided by law, the 
date on or before which the 
mortgagor(s) must vacate the 
property, if the mortgage is not 
reinstated under section 580.30 
or the property is not redeemed 
under section 580.23, is 11:59 
p.m. on June 21, 2018, or 
the next business day if June 
21, 2018 falls on a Saturday, 
Sunday or legal holiday.
 
"THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY 
THE MORTGAGOR, THE 
MORTGAGOR'S PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES OR 
ASSIGNS, MAY BE REDUCED 
TO FIVE WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL 
ORDER IS ENTERED 
UNDER MINNESOTA 
STATUTES SECTION 582.032 
DETERMINING, AMONG 
OTHER THINGS, THAT THE 
MORTGAGED PREMISES 
ARE IMPROVED WITH A 
RESIDENTIAL DWELLING 
OF LESS THAN 5 UNITS, 
ARE NOT PROPERTY 
USED FOR AGRICULTURAL 
PRODUCTION, AND ARE 
ABANDONED.
 

 Dated: October 24, 2017
 

JPMorgan Chase Bank, 
National Association

Assignee of Mortgagee  
 

SHAPIRO & ZIELKE, LLP
 

BY _____________________
Lawrence P. Zielke - 152559

Diane F. Mach - 273788
Melissa L. B. Porter - 0337778

Randolph W. Dawdy - 2160X
Gary J. Evers - 0134764

Tracy J. Halliday - 034610X
Attorneys for Mortgagee

Shapiro & Zielke, LLP
12550 West Frontage Road, 

Suite 200
Burnsville, MN 55337

(952) 831-4060
 
THIS IS A COMMUNICATION 
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR
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NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION 
OF THE DEBT AND IDENTITY 
OF THE ORIGINAL CREDITOR 
WITHIN THE TIME PROVIDED 
BY LAW IS NOT AFFECTED BY 
THIS ACTION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, 
that default has occurred in 
conditions of the following 
described mortgage:
DATE OF MORTGAGE:	
November 22, 2010
MORTGAGOR:	 Ronald G 
Dagit and Shirley A Pichner as 
trustees of the Pichner/Dagit 
Family Trust Dated 10-17-2005.
MORTGAGEE:		  Bank 
of America, N.A..
DATE AND PLACE OF 
RECORDING:	  Recorded 
December 7, 2010 Steele 
County Recorder, Document No. 
A000375225.
ASSIGNMENTS OF 
MORTGAGE: NONE                 
TRANSACTION AGENT:  NONE
TRANSACTION AGENT'S 
MORTGAGE IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER ON MORTGAGE:  
NONE
LENDER OR BROKER AND 
MORTGAGE ORIGINATOR 
STATED ON MORTGAGE:  Bank 
of America, N.A.
RESIDENTIAL MORTGAGE 
SERVICER:  Bank of America, 
N.A.
MORTGAGED PROPERTY 
ADDRESS:  315 Academy 
Street, Owatonna, MN 55060
TAX PARCEL I.D. #:  17-010-
3217
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF 
PROPERTY:
The East Four (4) rods of Sub-
Lot Ten (10) in the SE 1/4 of SW 
1/4 on Section 10, Township 107, 
Range 20 West
COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY 
IS LOCATED:	 Steele
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL 
AMOUNT OF MORTGAGE:	
$48,000.00
AMOUNT DUE AND CLAIMED 
TO BE DUE AS OF DATE OF 
NOTICE, INCLUDING TAXES, IF 
ANY, PAID BY MORTGAGEE:	
$45,812.20
That prior to the commencement 
of this mortgage foreclosure 
proceeding Mortgagee/Assignee 
of Mortgagee complied with all 
notice requirements as required 
by statute; That no action or 
proceeding has been instituted 
at law or otherwise to recover the 
debt secured by said mortgage, 
or any part thereof;
PURSUANT to the power of sale 
contained in said mortgage, the 
above described property will be 
sold by the Sheriff of said county 
as follows:
DATE AND TIME OF SALE: 
September 15, 2017 at 10:00 
AM
PLACE OF SALE:	S t e e l e 
County Sheriff's Office, Law 
Enforcement Center, 204 Pearl 
Street East, Owatonna, MN
to pay the debt then secured by 
said Mortgage, and taxes, if any, 
on said premises, and the costs 
and disbursements, including 
attorneys' fees allowed by law 
subject to redemption within    
six (6) months from the date of 
said sale by the mortgagor(s), 
their personal representatives 
or assigns unless reduced to 
Five (5) weeks under MN Stat. 
§580.07.

TIME AND DATE TO VACATE 
PROPERTY: If the real estate 
is an owner-occupied, single-
family dwelling, unless otherwise 
provided by law, the date on or 
before which the mortgagor(s) 
must vacate the property if 
the mortgage is not reinstated 
under section 580.30 or the 
property is not redeemed under 
section 580.23 is 11:59 p.m. 
on March 15, 2018 unless that 
date falls on a weekend  or legal 
holiday, in which case it is the 
next weekday, and unless the 
redemption period is reduced to 
5 weeks under MN Stat. Secs. 
580.07 or 582.032.

MORTGAGOR(S) RELEASED 
FROM FINANCIAL OBLIGATION 
ON MORTGAGE:None
"THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION 
BY THE MORTGAGOR, THE 
MORTGAGOR'S PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES OR 
ASSIGNS, MAY BE REDUCED 
TO FIVE WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL 
ORDER IS ENTERED 
UNDER MINNESOTA 
STATUTES, SECTION 582.032, 
DETERMINING, AMONG 
OTHER THINGS, THAT THE 
MORTGAGED PREMISES 
ARE IMPROVED WITH A 
RESIDENTIAL DWELLING 
OF LESS THAN FIVE UNITS, 
ARE NOT PROPERTY 
USED IN AGRICULTURAL 
PRODUCTION, AND ARE 
ABANDONED."

	 Dated: July 12, 2017

Bank of America, N.A.
Mortgagee/Assignee 

of Mortgagee

USSET, WEINGARDEN 
AND LIEBO, P.L.L.P.

Attorneys for Mortgagee/
Assignee of Mortgagee

4500 Park Glen Road #300
Minneapolis, MN 55416

(952) 925-6888
18 - 17-004264 FC

THIS IS A COMMUNICATION 
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR.

NOTICE OF 
POSTPONEMENT OF

MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

Pursuant to the provisions of 
Minnesota Statutes 580.07, 
the foregoing foreclosure sale 
is postponed until October 20, 
2017 at 10:00 AM at the Steele 
County Sheriff’s Office, Law 
Enforcement Center, 204 Pearl 
Street East, Owatonna, MN, in 
said county and state.

Dated:  September 20, 2017.

Bank of America, N.A.
Mortgagee/Assignee of 

Mortgagee

USSET, WEINGARDEN 
AND LIEBO, P.L.L.P.

Attorneys for Mortgagee/
Assignee of Mortgagee

4500 Park Glen Road #300
Minneapolis, MN 55416

(952) 925-6888
18 - 17-004264 FC

THIS IS A COMMUNICATION 
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR.

NOTICE OF POSTPONEMENT 
OF

MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE 
SALE

Pursuant to the provisions of 
Minnesota Statutes 580.07, the 
foregoing foreclosure sale is 
postponed until December 1, 
2017 at 10:00 AM at the Steele 
County Sheriff’s Office, Law 
Enforcement Center, 204 Pearl 
Street East, Owatonna, MN, in 
said county and state.

Dated:  October 23, 2017.

Bank of America, N.A.
Mortgagee/Assignee of 

Mortgagee

USSET, WEINGARDEN AND 
LIEBO, P.L.L.P.

Attorneys for Mortgagee/
Assignee of Mortgagee

4500 Park Glen Road #300
Minneapolis, MN 55416

(952) 925-6888
18 - 17-004264 FC

THIS IS A COMMUNICATION 
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR.

10/31

Steele County Commissioner’s Synopsis for 10/10/17
Complete minutes can be viewed on the Steele County Website.

Meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. Pledge of Allegiance was 
recited. 
• Krueger/Gnemi to approve the agenda. 
• Approve the September 26, 2017 Special Board Minutes. 
• Approve the Bills with changes.
• Approve Personnel Report.
• Accept Internal Central Services Minutes.
• Glynn/Krueger to approve the FY 2018 Snowmobile Maintenance 
Grant Agreement between the State of Minnesota and Steele 
County in the amount of $54,900.64.  Ayes all.
• Glynn/Abbe to approve Streamline Communication’s estimate 
#367 for additional network cabling and existing cable testing and 
certifying at the Courthouse.  Ayes all.
• Glynn/Gnemi to approve Streamline Communication’s estimate 
#368 to purchase a 48” Lockable Network Cabinet and ladder rack 
for wiring at the Courthouse.  Ayes all.
• Krueger/Gnemi to approve Sound System change orders from AVI 
Systems Inc for the integration of the live audio feed in Courtrooms 
A, B and C with the condition that the State of Minnesota agrees to 
pay $1,450.35 towards Courtroom B.  Upon the vote being taken 
four Commissioner voted in favor thereof, Commissioner Abbe 
voting against. 
• Gnemi/Glynn to approve the bill for a right of way permit at the tax 
forfeited property located at 408 Chestnut Ave., Owatonna.  Ayes 
all.
• Glynn/Krueger to appoint Kellyanna J. Moore as the County 
Coroner through January 7, 2019 and to set the monthly stipend at 
$3,000 per month effective January 1, 2018.  Ayes all.
• Krueger/Abbe approve replacing the Legal Administrative 
Assistant in the County Attorney’s office due to a retirement.  Ayes 
all.
• Glynn/Gnemi offered a Resolution relating to the project and the 
issuance of revenue refunding notes under Minnesota Statues, 
Chapter 475 and Sections 469.152 through 469.165, as amended, 
on behalf of Steele County Communities for a Lifetime, Inc.: calling 
a public hearing thereon for November 14, 2017 at 5:30 p.m.   Upon 
the vote being taken, five Commissioners voted in favor thereof, 
none absent and not voting.  A copy of the Resolution is on file in 
the Auditor’s office.
• Gnemi/Glynn to approve the Power 7 (AS400) Operating System 
Upgrade by CPS Technology Solutions in the amount of $4,995.  
Ayes all.
• Krueger/Gnemi to approve the following ditch levies of 2018:  JD 
#1-2%; JD #2-4.5%; JD #6-.50%; JD #10-18%; JD #11-3%; JD #23-
5%; JD #24-7%; CD #1-1%; CD#1, CH BR-20%; CD #2-1%; CD 
#4-.50%; CD #5-.90%; CD #20-3%; CD #21-.25%; CD #22-2%; CD 
#24-6%; CD #27-10%; PTD #7-.50%; PTD #8-20%; PTD #11-12%’ 
PTD #17-12%. Ayes all.
• Glynn/Gnemi to approve eliminating the mail courier’s 7:45 a.m. 
stop at the Administration building on Tuesdays-Fridays. Ayes all.

LISTING OF BILLS
10/10/2017

Advanced Correctional Healthcare Inc		  8,434.49
Allstream					     2,818.53
Block Plumbing & Heating Inc 			   6,203.81
Central Farm Services				    2,001.94
City of Medford					     5,000.00
City of Owatonna					    2,412.08
Computer Professionals Unlimited Inc		  4,455.00
Country Acoustics LLC				    8,200.00
Crane Creek Asphalt				    6,841.67
CRK Properties LLC				    5,254.00
Custom Communications Inc			   2,801.15
Faribo Plumbing & Heating Inc			   4,400.00
Four Seasons Centre	   			   4,250.00
Fransen HR Consulting LLC			   9,650.00
Hansen Excavation Inc				    7,166.30
Innovative Office Solutions LLC 			   2,147.53
Jones Haugh & Smith Inc	  			   8,536.05
Kwik Trip Inc					     4,361.02
MEI Total Elevator Solutions			   5,979.75
Owatonna Public Utilities			                28,609.73
Short Elliott Hendrickson Inc			   3,427.74
Southern MN Construction Co Inc			   2,773.90
Summit Food Service Management		              11,861.29
Temple Electric Motor Service Inc			   3,763.00
Univ of Mn Regents			                13,116.00
153 Warrants under $2,000		               57,943.86
			     Total:		          $ 222,408.84

Motion by Commissioner Gnemi, seconded by Commissioner 
Krueger to adjourn the Call of the Chair at 5:44 p.m.  Ayes all.

10/31

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS 

OWNER - ISD #756 Blooming Prairie School District
	 202 4th Avenue NW 
	 Blooming Prairie, MN 55917
PROJECT - The work shall consist of an LED lighting upgrade 
for Blooming Prairie High  School (202 4th Avenue NW) and 
Blooming Prairie Elementary School (123 2nd Street NW).
TIME - Sealed bids will be received until 10:00 a.m. local time, 
on Wednesday November 15, 2017 in the District Office (202 
4th Avenue NW, Blooming Prairie, MN 55917).
MANDATORY PRE-BID WALK-THROUGH - Thursday, 
November 9th, 2017, 10:00 a.m. at ISD #756 Blooming Prairie 
Schools District Office. 
TIME OF COMPLETION 
Project Start Date: January 15, 2018
Final Completion: March 31, 2018
BID SUBMITTAL - All bids shall be addressed to ISD #756 
Blooming Prairie School District, Attn: Superintendent Barry 
Olson.  Bids shall be sealed and shall have the name and 
address of the bidder and the contract for which the bid is 
being submitted on the outside of the envelope.  “LED Project 
Bid” should also be written on the outside of the envelope.  All 
bidders shall bid in accordance with and upon the Bid Forms 
included in the contract documents.
PROCUREMENT OF CONTRACT DOCUMENTS - Copies of 
the contract documents will be distributed at the required pre-
bid walk-through.
BID SECURITY - No bid shall be received unless accompanied 
by a performance bond and payment bond equal to the amount 
of the bid. If the bid is accepted, the bidder will execute and file 
the contract, performance and payment bonds, and insurance 
certification, as required by the contract documents, within ten 
(10) days after the Notice of Award. 
BID REJECTION - The OWNER reserves the right to reject 
any and all bids, waive any informalities in bidding or to accept 
the bid or bids which best serves the interests of the Blooming 
Prairie School District.
WITHDRAWAL OF BIDS - No bid shall be withdrawn for a 
period of 45-days after the scheduled opening without the 
consent of the OWNER.
BID DOCUMENTS - Bid documents are available through 
Barry Olson at the District Office,  202 4th Avenue NW 
Blooming Prairie, MN 55917, and at bolson@blossoms.k12.
mn.us.

Published by the authority of ISD #756 Blooming Prairie School 
District

Barry Olson 
Superintendent 
ISD #756 Blooming Prairie Schools 		           10/31, 11/7

Steele County Commissioner’s 
Synopsis for 10/12/2017
Complete minutes can be 

viewed on the Steele County 
Website.

Meeting was called to order at 
9:00 a.m. Pledge of Allegiance 
was recited. 
• The Board conducted 
individual interviews with 
Scott Golberg and Jennifer 
Bromeland, candidates for 
County Administrator.
• The Board reconvened at 
11:02 a.m.
• Gnemi/Krueger to offer 
the position of County 
Administrator to Scott 
Golberg and to authorize 
Commissioner Krueger and 
Interim Administrator Jan 
Fransen to negotiate a contract.  
Three Commissioners voting 
in favor thereof, Commissioner 
Abbe voting against and 
Commissioner Glynn absent 
and not voting.
• Krueger/Abbe to adjourn the 
Call of the Chair at 11:19 a.m.  
Ayes all.				 
	

		  10/31
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Holiday decor and gifts
Fresh cut flowers and plants        

Milk House Candles and Greenleaf Sachets.    
New and Vintage treasures for you home.                          

Mark your calendars 
for these upcoming events. 

Nov. 8 and Dec. 6.  Ladies night out at 
ATOC and J&H Liquors Offsale.

It's Time to Discover A Touch of Charm    

Like ATOC on           for more details.

330 Main St. E. • Blooming Prairie • 583-7637

5 8 3 - 4 4 6 9
323 East Main St. • Blooming Prairie

H a p p y  T h a n k s g i v i n g

B to Z
Hardware

Senior Apartment
Prairie Villa II

Blooming Prairie
One Bedroom apartment for
elderly or disabled persons

Rent is based on 30% of net income.
Secured entry and convenient lift to second floor.

A USDA Rural Housing Project
Call Baldus Properties LLC
(507) 279-1315

Senior Apartment
Prairie Villa II
Blooming Prairie

One Bedroom Apartment
for elderly or disabled persons.
Rent is based on 30% of net income.

Secured entry and convenient lift to second floor.

Darrick Schewe
Owner - Darrick’s Auto

507-583-9994
Located in NAPA Auto Parts Building

Dr. Deborah Lien
DDS, MBS

FREE CONSULTATION
132 2nd Ave NE  • Blooming Prairie

507.583.6613
www.drdeborahlienorthodontics.com

FLOOR TECH

Carpet • Vinyl • Laminate Wood • CeramicCarpet • Vinyl • Laminate Wood • CeramicCarpet • Vinyl • Laminate Wood • Ceramic

Call Us Now for a Consultation!
Tim Wacek • 583-2276 • 322 E. Main, Blooming Prairie
Derek Reichl • 552-1637 • 2201 E. Main St., Albert Lea

Your source for all your fl ooring needs

HENEFIELD & IACOVINO
Attorneys at Law

Frank Henefield, Attorney Jason Iacovino, Attorney
Frank.bplaw@gmail.com Jason.bplaw@gmail.com

www.handilawoffice.com

415 E. Main Street
PO Box 818

Blooming Prairie, MN 55917

507-583-6663
FAX: 507-583-2158

583-2018 • Hwy. 218 • Blooming Prairie405 E. Main Street, Blooming Prairie

Comfortable and 
comprehensive dentistry. 

Blooming  Prairie
405 E. Main St.
507-583-2141

Owatonna
1170 East Frontage Rd.

507-455-1000

Rochester
3110 Wellner Dr. NE.

507-536-7700

New Richland
132 Broadway Ave. N.

507-463-0502

Mankato
287 St. Andrews Drive Suite 100

507-720-0250

Locally owned

656 3rd St. NE • Blooming Prairie, MN
Robert Salinas

Family-Owned
507-583-6620

PHONE: 507-451-4724 • TOLL-FREE: 1-800-342-6976 • EMAIL: GROWER@SUNOPTA.COM

Organic I Non-GMO I Identiy Preserved

CURRENTLY CONTRACTING SOYBEAN & CORN ACRES
Delivery locations in Hope, Blooming Prairie & Ellendale, MN. Contracts with year-round delivery.

Contact SunOpta for all your grain marketing needs.

Contact us for Crop Planning & Crop Programs

■ IP, Non-GMO and Organic Soybeans
■ IP and Organic Corn
■ Organic Feed Inputs
■ Conventional Grains
■ Agronomy Inputs 411 E. Main St.

Blooming Prairie 
583-4431

Steeledodgenews.com

Congratulations,
You’ve Earned It!

You’ve worked hard to earn your diploma, 
and that investment in yourself is one 

of the smartest you will ever make. 
Good luck, graduates!

Free local delivery!

237 Hwy Ave. S, Blooming Prairie • 583-6671

As a way to show their appreciation 
to customers, several Blooming 
Prairie businesses are giving away 
turkeys just in time for your 
Thanksgiving dinner!

Happy Thanksgiving from your 
friendly Blooming Prairie merchants!

Main Street Dental

ATOC

Henefield

Prairie Villa

Dr. Lien Salinas Floor Tech

B to ZUS Bank

Vandal’sDarrick’s

SCTSun Opta

Drop off entry at the Times office

Koster’s

Contest rules:
• Clip registration coupon from newspaper and enter at 
each of the businesses listed. Only coupons from news-
paper will be accepted.
• Entries will be accepted until 12 Noon on Thursday, 
Nov. 16.
• Drawings will be held and turkey winners contacted by 
Friday, Nov. 17.
• Winners will be awarded 15-pound turkey from Vandal’s 
Family Market in Blooming Prairie.
• Happy Turkey Day!

It’s Gobble time… 
get out and register 

for turkeys at 
BP businesses today!
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Happy New Year! 4-H 
New Year, that is.

As the fall 
weather starts to 
appear so does the 

new 4-H year with 4-H youth 
members starting to enroll 
for the 2017-2018 4-H year. A 
plan for programing around 
the county is being penciled 
in for the oncoming year such 
as after school clubs, project 
trainings, leadership activities 
to name a few. Keep an eye on 

our University of Minnesota Extension Steele County 
website for updates and plan to join us at an event 
http://www3.extension.umn.edu/county/steele. 

Because today’s youth are tomorrow’s leaders, 
4-H is Minnesota’s largest youth-serving program 
providing young people with access to positive youth 
development and leadership programs in all 87 
counties. 

In 4-H, youth design and participate in their own 
education and activities, from raising dairy cows 
to building rockets or writing musical plays. This 
unique, learn-by-doing model teaches kids essential 
skills needed to succeed in life, such as problem-
solving, decision-making, coping, communicating and 
responding to the needs of others. 

Research shows that youth programs are not just 
nice, but they are necessary for the learning and 
development of young people today. Youth engaged 
in quality learning opportunities get better grades, 
attend school more, score higher on achievement 
tests, and grow socially and emotionally. Consistent 
participation in high quality afterschool programs 
can increase math achievement scores more than 
reducing class size. A 2009 Tufts University national 
study on positive youth development found that 4-H 
youth are:

• �More likely to be civically active and contribute to 
their communities. 

• �47 percent less likely to have risky or problem 
behaviors. 

• �Have better grades and are more emotionally 
engaged in school. 

• �More likely to see themselves go to college. 
• �More likely to have features of positive youth 

development including: competence, connection, 
character and caring.

4-H is delivered throughout Minnesota in urban, 
suburban and rural communities. With 130,000 
annual youth participants, 4-H reaches nearly 13 
percent of all Minnesota youth between the ages of 
5-19. And, each year 12,000 adult volunteers contribute 
more than 1.1 million hours of service to support the 
positive development of Minnesota’s youth. 

If you want to know more about project, events, 
or activities, ask your local 4-H leaders or call 
the Extension office 507-444-7685. For enrollment 
information check out this link http://www.extension.
umn.edu/youth/mn4-H/4honline/.

Melissa Koch is the 4-H program coordinator for 
Steele County. Steele Talkin’ is a regular column 
written by various writers representing groups and 
organizations throughout Steele County. 
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Happy New Year, 
4-H style

 

 

BY HOWARD LESTRUD
STAFF WRITER

Two affirmative votes led to the ratification 
of a two-year teachers contract for Blooming 
Prairie School District 756.

After several months of negotiations with 
representatives of the Blooming Prairie 
School District Board of education, teachers 
voted on Sept. 28 by a 40-7 margin to approve a 
contract proposal agreed upon by teams from 
the teaching and administrative sides.

The teacher negotiators included Kurt 
Foster, Jennifer Thomas, Angie Carlson and 
Amy Ostrander. Foster was the chair of the 
teachers' negotiating team. 

The BP School Board followed suit on Oct. 
16, ratifying the contract by a 5-0 vote. Board 
members Jon Sunde, Jenny Thurnau and 
Kelly Braaten were on the negotiations team 
and cast "yes" votes as did Steve Ille and Pam 
Hameister. 

Board members Rodney Krell and Michelle 
Vigeland abstained on the vote due to having 
family members on the BP teaching staff.

Superintendent Barry Olson led the 
school board team. He was a lead negotiator 
for Owatonna teachers for six years before 
coming to Blooming Prairie, and thus has 
served on both sides of the negotiations 
spectrum. He has been involved in 10 
negotiation settlements in Blooming Prairie.

The 2018-19 contract approved in Blooming 
Prairie represents a 6.44 percent increase for 
two years. This includes the full package of 
taxes and benefits. For teaching salary only, 
the increases were 2.1 percent the first year 
and 2.25 percent the second year.

The contract covers 59.8 teaching positions.
The contract settlement recognizes a small 

increase in insurance and a $300 increase on 
the base pay for coaches.

Personal day language was also tweaked in 
this contact and other contract language was 
cleaned up, Olson said.

"It comes down to money and I think 
the settlement was very good and very 
fair for both sides," said Superintendent 

Olson. Chairman Foster agreed with that 
assessment, saying the BP district compares 
very favorably with other school districts of 
its size.

Foster said negotiations went well and 
the teachers were "pretty pleased with the 
outcome.

"We compare well with other districts in 
southeastern Minnesota and are near the top," 
Foster commented. Foster, in his 11th year of 
teaching in Blooming Prairie, says a common 
goal of both sides is to provide the best 
education possible for district students.

Olson said this year's staff is the largest in 
the past 10 years, and mainly because of the 
elementary enrollment going up. Elementary 
Principal Chris Staloch lists the elementary 
enrollment at 419 and high school Principal 
John Worke reports enrollment at 308. Total 
enrollment is listed at 727.

The two-year settlement features a change 
in the 403-B match retirement plan, increasing 
it to $2,016 for a senior level teacher.

The contract is already in effect for 2017-18 
and 2018-19. Olson says finding teachers will 
be challenging in upcoming years. Starting 
salary for a beginning teacher in Blooming 
Prairie is $37,278.

"For education to improve, compensation 
has to improve," Olson believes. "Until we get 
funded, there will be a shortage of teachers,” 
he pointed out.

"We need to provide quality education and 
in order to do that, we must pay them," Olson 
reasoned.

Comparing outstate school districts with 
the Twin Cities, Olson said the Twin Cities 
teachers earn about 10 percent more. "There's 
a difference in cost of living, too," he added.

The total compensation package for 
teachers with a BA plus 40 and nine years of 
experience is $80,670.

More negotiations will begin in late winter 
or early spring with para professionals, 
custodians and administration staff, said 
Olson.

School secretaries and paras are not part of 
a union. Custodians (4) and administrators (3) 
have their own unions.

BY RICK BUSSLER
PUBLISHER

After serving as the county’s environmental 
services director for many years, Scott Golberg 
began a new venture Monday. He’s now the county 
administrator responsible for running the entire 
county. 

The Steele County Board unanimously approved 
Golberg’s contract Oct. 24. He will be paid $107,182 
per year. He was previously making $84,588 in his old 
position.

In addition to salary, Golberg will also receive paid 
time off and holidays according to the 
non-union employee structure. He will 
also be given the same group hospital, 
medical, dental, life and disability 
benefits provided to all other non-union 
employees. 

Under the terms of the contract, 
Golberg will be given a six-month and 
annual performance reviews. If he 
receives a satisfactory review, Golberg 

will be awarded a one-step increase after six months 
and another one-step increase next October. 

Golberg’s new contract also calls for professional 
development in which the county shall budget for 
and pay the travel expenses for professional travel. 
“(Golberg) shall use good judgment in their outside 
activities so they will not neglect their primary duties 
to the (county),” the contract states. 

Some of the meetings Golberg expects to attend 
include meetings of the Minnesota Association of 
County Administrators, International City Council 
Management Association and the Minnesota City 
County Management Association. 

The county shall also budget for and pay the travel 
and subsistence expenses of Golberg for short courses 
or seminars, which the county deems appropriate for 
his professional growth. 

Both sides also agreed on a termination package 
if he were to ever be terminated by the county. As 
part of the agreement, Golberg would receive a lump 
sum cash payment equal to three months salary and 
health benefits for the same period. 

Golberg would be required to give 30 days advance 
notice if he voluntarily resigns from the position. He 
would not receive termination benefits if he quits on 
his own except for accrued paid time off. 

His predecessor, Laura Elvebak, had been making 
$119,616 prior to a step increase in March. Elvebak left 
the county in April under a cloud of controversy with 
the county board. 

BY HOWARD LESTRUD
STAFF WRITER

"The people just kept on coming, kept 
on coming and coming," said a delighted 
Pam Folkens when assessing the success of 
the 2017 Village Affair last Saturday at the 
Blooming Prairie High School.

Hundreds of shoppers of all ages visited 
the show from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Folkens said Village Affair attendance 
spiked from about 10:30 a.m. to 12 noon. 
"People use this event as a meeting place 
to connect; it's a real gathering," Folkens 
continued. 

Folkens, representing the AAUW, said 
80 exhibitors participated in the show and 
137 spaces were rented. "This year's crowd 
was one of the biggest in the history of the 
Village Affair," she related. Mandy Doocy, 
representing the Women of Today, was co-
chair of the event with Folkens.

The 45th annual Village Affair featured 
many hand-crafted items. Many items were 
unique and one of a kind.

Some of the items included: jewelry of 
all kinds; kids toys, night lights and lamps; 
soaps, candles, wax melts, goat milk soaps, 
lip balm, deodorant; home decor, florals, 
centerpieces; purses, sweatshirts, caps and 

wind chimes; holiday decor for Halloween, 
Thanksgiving and Christmas; Rosemaling, 
Norwegian theme pottery; unique clothing 
and accessories for women and youth.

Wood items included a large assortment 
of hand-made wooden toys, barns, rocking 
horses, trucks, cutting boards, coat racks, 
stools, serving trays, small wood crafts, 
snowmen, signs, repurposed barn wood, 
decorated windows, bird houses and 
feeders, doll beds, seasonal wood decor, 
wreaths, swags, wood fire hand-painted 
signs and planters, signs and small 
furniture.

Some of the wood items were displayed 
outdoors by the main entrance to the 
school. A kettle corn stand manned by Jeff 
Otte and Don Finken of Sauk Centre was 
also a popular seller. All ages were drawn 
to this munch snack.

The local AAUW (American Association 
of University Women) and the Women of 
Today sponsored the show.

Folkens and Doocy said vendors were 
very happy with sales at the Village Affair. 
"We sold out on concessions and served 
more lunches than ever before," Folkens 
said.

The Blooming Prairie Cancer Group 
was selling homemade baked goods and 
had a thriving business. Amy Trotman, 

Joann Nielsen and Sue Nelson were 
minding the booth. Lefse was a popular 
offering from the BP Cancer Group.

A raffle featured a Minnesota basket of 
goodies as the main prize. Kari Bottin won 
the basket, which included all Minnesota 
items from wild rice to home-made table 
runners. Other items included honey, 
maple syrup, Costa's Candies, subscription 
to the Steele County Times, Caribou Coffee 
certificate, music cassettes by Minnesota 
musicians, Minnesota cookbooks, jellies, 
jams and items from the Timberwolves, 
Twins and Minnesota Wild.

Folkens and Doocy both praised the 
20-25 volunteer workers from both the 
AAUW and Women of Today. Funds from 
the event are directed to scholarships next 
spring. Students are encouraged to apply 
in April. The awards go to traditional and 
non-traditional students.

The 2017 event had no more than closed 
its doors than vendors were asking to sign 
up for next year. Folkens said signups will 
begin closer to the date of the 2018 show.

If anyone is interested in returning as a 
vendor in 2018, contact the Village Affair 
Facebook page, or call Pam Folkens at 507-
391-4336.

BP Village Affair attracts one 
of biggest crowds in 45 years

STAFF PHOTO: HOWARD LESTRUD
Susan Heard of Austin displays her handmade baby sweaters at the Village Affair craft show in Blooming Prairie Saturday, Oct. 28. She has 
been crocheting and sweaters for the past 35 years. ON THE FRONT: Jozie Klimmek, 9, of Hartland, found a winter stocking hat to her liking at 
the 45th Annual Village Affair bazaar in Blooming Prairie last Saturday.

County approves 
contract for 

new administrator

Golberg

BP School Board ratifies teacher contract

The Steele County Historical 
Society is currently seeking 
entertainment for Christmas in 
the Village, a historic holiday 
spectacular held the first 
weekend in December. 

The event offers a wide range 
of musical talent – everything 
from solos to choirs, horns to 
strings—in the History Center, 
the Dunnell House and the Saco 
Church.

In addition to the musical 
entertainment, there will be 
a soup supper, crafts for the 
kids, holiday characters, face 
painting, horse and wagon rides 
and more.

Christmas in the Village 
will be held Friday, Dec. 1, 4:30 
to 8 p.m. and Saturday, Dec. 2, 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the Village 
of Yesteryear and the History 
Center.

 If you are interested in 
performing during Christmas 
in the Village please contact 
Gloria Coulter at 507-676-6537 or 
507-451-4274.

Historical 
Society seeks 
entertainment 

for holiday 
show 
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A place for all kids to feel welcome.
A place that nurtures kids - a place where they can grow.
A place that gives them every opportunity to be their best.
The Blooming Prairie Youth Club is the place for everyone.

Providing quality educational and recreational 
opportunities to empower our youth for their future

Blooming Prairie Youth Club
401 4th St SE, Blooming Prairie, MN 55917

507.583.6699
Marcy@bpyouthclub.com

www.bpyouthclub.com

A  B P  a n c h o r  s i n c e  1 9 9 7

314 E Main St, Blooming Prairie 507-583-7528

Candidates offer insight into local 
education in BP school district

BY HOWARD LESTRUD
STAFF WRITER

Voters in the Blooming 
Prairie School District will 
not only head to the polls 
next week to vote on several 
referendum questions, but 
they will also vote on school 
board members. 

The Times sent a 
questionnaire to the four 
candidates vying for four 
school board positions. 
All four, including three 
incumbents, responded.

The school board election 
will be held Tuesday, Nov. 
7 with the polling place 
at the Blooming Prairie 
Elementary School being 
open from 12 to 8 p.m.

Incumbents who filed 
for re-election are Rodney 
Krell, Pam Hameister and 
Kelly Braaten. Krell, who 
is the current board chair, 
is seeking a fourth term. 
Hameister and Braaten filed 
for a second term.

Former Blooming Prairie 
teacher/coach Dean Meshke 
filed for one of the open posts 
on the board. He currently 
is a volunteer coach for the 
varsity girls’ basketball 
team.

Here’s the questions posed 
to the four school board 
candidates:

1) Why are you seeking 
re-election or election?

2) What are your goals as 
a school board member?

3) How would you describe 
the BP School District? 
Strengths? Weaknesses?

4) Is the district 
financially sound? If yes, 
why?

5) What are the 
advantages of a small school 
district? Disadvantages?

6) How would you 

rate the teaching staff? 
Administration?

7) How do BP students 
stack up with other school 
districts of similar size?

Kelly Braaten- 
Incumbent

My husband and I both 
graduated from Blooming 
Prairie High School and we 
have two children (Tom who 
just graduated and Abby who 
is in 9th grade).

I’ve enjoyed serving on 
the Blooming Prairie School 
Board and working with 
the other members to make 
the best decisions possible 
for our students and school 
district.

I think we have great 
students, teachers and staff, 
and as a board we are always 
looking at ways we can 
continually improve and take 
things to the next level. 

We are a financially 
sound district, and I would 
encourage everyone to vote 
in favor of the upcoming 
operating levy so we can 
continue to operate in the 
same manner moving 
forward to provide the best 
education possible for our 
students.

Pam Hameister- 
Incumbent

1) Why are you seeking 
re-election or election? To 
keep the quality of education 
that has been experienced 
previously continuing in our 
classrooms. 

2) What are your goals 
as a school board member? 
Continue to use taxpayer 
money appropriately and 
wisely and to provide a solid 
education for the students. 

3) How would you describe 
the BP School District? 
Strengths? Weaknesses?

Strengths: providing 
quality education, ability 
to provide technology to 
students including robotics 
and the Lego programs, 
retention of quality teachers 
and maintaining smaller 
classroom sizes for more 
individual student attention.

Weaknesses: I think 
District 756 is a sound 
organization and cannot 
think of any weaknesses. 

4) Is the district 
financially sound? If yes, 
why?  Yes, we continue to 
have sound annual audits 
and an administrative 
team who maintain strong 
financial responsibilities. 

5) What are the 
advantages of a small school 
district? Disadvantages?  

Advantages: smaller 
classroom sizes, retention 
of quality instructors and 
administrators and ability 
of students to participate in 
extra curricular activities.  

Disadvantages: Possibility 
of not having some classes 
offered to students, i.e. 
Additional languages, 
possible sports activities 
available to larger schools, 
i.e. Soccer, lacrosse.

6) How would you 
rate the teaching staff? 
Administration? I rate both 
the staff and administration 
of District 756 as excellent. 

7) How do BP students 
stack up with other school 
districts of similar size? 
I believe we are equal to 
other school districts of 
similar size. Our students 
continue to excel with a 
large majority becoming 
quality community members 
wherever they may go. 
Statistically we are above 
average in test scores. 

A passion for Habitat for Humanity
This week I’m 

stepping out of the 
role of Medford 
Mayor to share 
one of my other 
special passions in 
volunteering and 
that is working with 
Minnesota State 
Habitat for Humanity 
Affiliates and Habitat 
International.  

Last week’s 
edition of the Times 
(Oct. 24), included 

coverage of the home under construction 
for Calvin and Dessa Chambers and their 
four children in Owatonna with the Steele-
Waseca Habitat Affiliate (http://www.
habitatswa.org/).  Each of the mayors 

serving Steele County has their own 
organization, church and groups that they 
support when away from City Hall-Habitat 
is one of mine.

My Habitat connection started following 
the bombing in Oklahoma City on April 19, 
1995.  That summer during our biennial 
national convention for the Catholic 
Daughters of the Americas (CDA), we 
were introduced to a new collaboration 
between us and Habitat International with 
the announcement that we women would 
be building a house annually-the first in 
Oklahoma City.  Back then, ‘blitz builds’ 
were scheduled with 50-70 women on hand, 
some spouses too, for a week coming in 
from all over the country with the best of 
intentions, minimal skills and a willingness 
to work and dedicate a new home that 
Sunday to a deserving family.

 

Mother’s Rest to get much-needed repairs
Anonymous gift helps one of oldest Steele fair buildings

BY RICK BUSSLER
PUBLISHER

A leaky roof on one of the oldest buildings on 
the Steele County Fairgrounds will be getting 
some attention by someone who doesn’t want any 
attention.

An anonymous donation has been given to 
the Steele County Fair to put a new roof on the 
Mother’s Rest Building located on the west side of 
the fairgrounds. The donation is valued at about 
$6,000, according to fair manager Jim Gleason.

“It’s a nice donation,” he said. “An anonymous 
vendor is going to provide the labor and materials 
to do a new roof,” he added.

Gleason estimates the roof on the 1921 building 
hasn’t been replaced for at least 25 years. He said 
there has been some recent leakage in the front 
part of the building.

The fair board, Gleason said, had been talking 
about putting on a new roof when the surprise 
donation came up. 

Mother’s Rest is used for fair-related meetings, 
including monthly board meetings as well as 
superintendent meetings in preparation for the 
fair. 

The United Commercial Travelers of America, 
Owatonna Council 85, dedicated the building in 
1921. The organization erected the building for 
$5,000. 

In its early years, Mothers Rest was known 
as the most popular and attractive place on 
the grounds, especially for young mothers. 
Babies were checked in free of charge, in care 
of competent nurses, for one hour at a time. The 
building was equipped with rolling rubber tired 
cribs for the youngsters, as well as couches and 
easy chairs for the mothers. 

“The best thing at the fair,” said one woman 
during the building’s opening in 1921. 

In 2001, a plaque was put on the building 
commemorating its 80th anniversary. In the past 
few years, Mother’s Rest has been updated with 
pavers, new windows and a fresh coat of paint.

According to a copy of the original rules for 
using Mother’s Rest, the mother with the young 
baby comes first followed by the old ladies who 
need a place to rest. “The young matrons without 
children, young unmarried women and girls in 
making use of the building will be expected to 
assist the committee in seeing that the mothers 
with babies and the old ladies have the preference 
over every one else,” the rules stated.

Gleason said the building was used for mothers 
up until the 1950s when it became a meeting place 
for the fair board.

The new roof is expected to be finished yet this 
fall.

The oldest building on the fairgrounds is the 
Auto Museum, which was constructed in 1918. 

The fair will celebrate its 100th anniversary of 
being on the current fairgrounds next year.

Mother’s Rest on the Steele County Fairgrounds in Owatonna will be getting a new roof this 
fall after the fair board received an anonymous donation. The donation is valued at $6,000. 
Mother’s Rest, which was built in 1921, is one of the oldest buildings on the fairgrounds. It 
has not had a new roof for at least 25 years, according to fair officials.
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Medford 
Mayor’s Lines
LOIS M. NELSON



In Minnesota, the first ‘blitz’ 
build was done in Dilworth 
(up by Moorhead) in October 
of 2001, at a cost of $53,000 that 
CDA funded. This was done days 
after the World Trade Towers, 
Pentagon, and Pennsylvania 
terrorist destruction. The selected 
family were Iraqi refugees-
parents and six children where 
the Dad served as a U.S. military 
interpreter in that country.  We 
made regional news as a group 
of Catholic women building a 
home for a Muslim family with 
an active local Lutheran parish 
delegation working on the house.  
In Minnesota, most homes have 
basements and building codes that 
include garages. This was a new 
experience for the more seasoned 
CDA volunteers.  We worked 
feverishly. The only hold up was 
when a state electrical inspector 
stopped the day of inspection, 
didn’t introduce himself, leaving 
and reporting there was no way 
that group were going to have 
the house ready for his sign off.  
It took help from the local State 
Senator to get him back on site so 
we could proceed. (CDA members 
are persistent.)  On Sunday, the 
Catholic Bishop, the Lutheran 
affiliate Chaplain and the family’s 
Inman were all on hand to 
dedicate the house and join in the 
celebration.

This is the second home in 
Owatonna where CDA has been 
involved.  The earlier one on 
Mosher Avenue included a $25,000 
contribution from the National 
and State CDA organization with 
a matching Challenge Grant in 
the same amount from Habitat 
International.

Each October, all of our 29 
courts across the state dedicate 
a weekend to Gummi Bears, 
collecting donations for the next 
court and affiliate build. The 
Chambers home is the sixteenth 
in Minnesota where a $10,000 
grant is awarded towards the cost 
of the home and where officers and 
members assist with the build, 
serve meals and in attendance 
at the time of both ground 
breaking and the home dedication 
generally with additional gifts 
for the family.  We no longer do 
blitz builds as it drives the site 
construction manager and all 
those involved in permitting and 
inspection crazy.

On the 20th, CDA members 
from the Courts in Waseca, 
Medford, Slayton, Morehead, and 
Fergus Falls were working under 
the supervision of John Heydon 
and the Steele-Waseca local 
affiliate’s regular volunteers and 
Calvin.  Four of the state officers 
were in attendance.  We are all 
veterans of builds, this was my 
11th.  

I’m thankful that my husband 
taught me how to handle sheet 
rock and a nail gun sometime 
ago. I also paint and stain—
but not out for hire and enjoy 
the volunteering opportunity 
with Habitat for Humanity and 
working with my sister CDA 
members since I first joined back 
in 1978-a time when I needed 
the support of women with a 
strong spiritual sense. They 
continue to provide me with many 
opportunities!    

Lois Nelson has been the 
mayor of Medford for the past five 
years. She writes a column in this 
newspaper regularly.
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MnDOT surveying 
manufacturers, freight 

carriers, major industries
The Minnesota Department 

of Transportation is 
interviewing manufacturers 
and other freight haulers in 
Southeast Minnesota this fall 
to inform and guide its efforts 
for the state’s transportation 
system in the region.

More than 100 interviews 
are scheduled through 
November in MnDOT District 
6, which is an 11-county region 
in Southeast Minnesota. The 
effort is called Manufacturers’ 
Perspectives on Minnesota’s 
Transportation System, and 
the goals are to:

• Better understand 
business perspectives and 
priorities for transportation

• Better align the 
transportation system with 
shippers’ needs with low-cost, 
high-value solutions

• Support continuous 
improvement at MnDOT 
with on-going input from this 
customer segment.

Manufacturers, freight-
related businesses, and 
other employers in MnDOT 
District 6 are being invited to 
participate in 1-hour on-site 
interviews. The final report 
will be finished in 2018.

MnDOT has conducted 
four other Manufacturers’ 
Perspectives projects and 
has another project starting 
in its Metro District. The 
Southeast Minnesota survey 
is expected to produce the 
largest number of interviews 
of any of the projects to date.
Manufacturers and other 
businesses were selected 

based on a variety of criteria 
to ensure that the southeast 
region is represented. 
MnDOT is partnering in this 
effort with local economic 
development organizations 
in Southeast Minnesota, the 
Department of Employment 
and Economic Development, 
Minnesota Management and 
Budget, and the University of 
Minnesota.

“We’re very interested in 
learning from the people who 
use our transportation system 
and rely on it daily,” said Jeff 
Vlaminck, District 6 engineer, 
MnDOT’s leader in Southeast 
Minnesota. “We want to know 
what works and where we can 
improve.”

Vlaminck also likes the 
fact that MnDOT District 
6 employees across many 
departments are involved 
in the interview process, 
which is likely to lead to 
better connections with 
manufacturers and better 
communication beyond the 
project.

The final report for 
Southeast Minnesota is 
expected in 2018. To read final 
reports from other MnDOT 
districts, go to: http://www.
dot.state.mn.us/ofrw/mps.
html

For more information 
about the Manufacturers’ 
Perspectives project, please 
contact: Donna Koren, market 
research director, 651-366-
4840, donna.koren@state.
mn.us.

  

Minnesota continues to 
be above average in most 
areas. We maintain healthy 
academic and athletic 
programs where Dist 756 is 
considered strong throughout 
SE Minnesota.  

Rodney Krell- Incumbent
1) Why are you seeking 

re-election? I enjoy serving 
my community and am proud 
of our school district and the 
work we’ve done ensuring a 
quality education for all of our 
students. 

2) What are your goals as 
a school board member?  My 
goals are always to make 
decisions that are best for 
students.  As a district we 
want to provide as many 
quality opportunities for 
our students as possible 
through strong academic 
programs and co-ed and extra 
curricular offerings while 
being fiscally responsible. 

3) How would you describe 
the BP School District? 
Strengths? Weaknesses?  
One of our biggest strengths 
is our dedicated staff and 
administration.  They truly 
care about students and 
build quality relationships 
while providing rigorous 
and relevant learning 
opportunities. Our district 
does an excellent job 
preparing students for a four 
year college experience.  We 
want to continue to explore 
opportunities to enhance 
our career and technical 
education offerings to ensure 
all student are life, college and 
career ready. 

4) Is the district financially 
sound? If yes, why?  The 
district is financially sound 
because the administration 
has been fiscally responsible.  
Unfortunately, state funding 
falls short for most school 
districts in the state.  
Therefore, continued support 
through an Operating 
Referendum is necessary to 
sustain the quality education 
Blooming Prairie is known 
for. 

5) What are the advantages 
of a small school district? 
Disadvantages?  There are 
several advantages of a small 
school district.  We are able 
to provide a well-rounded 
education where student may 
participate in a multitude 
of academic, co-ed and 
extra-curricular activities.  
A smaller district creates 
a warm and welcoming 
environment where students 
feel valued and appreciated for 
their strengths and abilities.  
Family and community 
engagement in our schools is 
high and creates a tight knit 
community that supports all 
students. 

6) How would you 
rate the teaching staff? 
Administration? I believe 
our staff and administration 

are second to none. Our 
administration has hired 
and retained quality staff 
in all areas of our district. 
I believe our staff builds 
quality relationships with 
students and families, which 
enhances the success of 
their educational career as 
Blooming Prairie Blossoms. 

7) How do BP students stack 
up with other school districts 
of similar size? I believe school 
districts should be judged on 
a multitude of areas that focus 
on providing for the needs of 
all. Blooming Prairie does an 
excellent job of providing a 
well rounded education which 
I believe puts us at the top of 
districts our size.  

Dean Meshke- Newcomer
1) Why are you seeking 

re-election? I believe a school 
board should be comprised of 

diverse members representing 
the district. As a retired 
teacher, I think I can give a 
different perspective on the 
education process. After all, 
I worked in the middle of the 
education process for 35 years.

2) What are your goals as a 
school board member? Main 
goal would be to maintain and 
create quality education for 
current and future students.

3) How would you describe 
the BP School District? 
Strengths? Weaknesses? I 
think the district has done 
a great job with technology 
education for students. Course 
offerings with many college 
courses are excellent for a 
school this size. Strengths 
include great leadership in 
the district and outstanding 
extracurricular activities. 
Looking at weaknesses, we 
need an auditorium and extra 

gym space. Build it and they 
will come! I think better 
extracurricular facilities 
would make our school 
district more attractive and 
would increase enrollment.

4) Is the district financially 
sound? If yes, why? I believe 
the district is financially 
sound.

5)  What are the advantages 
of a small school district? 
Disadvantages? Opportunity 
for greater participation in 
extracurricular activities 
which can help students 
improve academic success 

and as a member of a team or 
activity, teach valuable life 
skills. Small schools are safer 
and kids feel they belong.

6) How would you 
rate the teaching staff? 
Administration? I think our 
teaching staff has done a 
great job of implementing 
technology in the classroom 
and always keeping up with 
more educational strategies 
and techniques. They always 
have the welfare of the 
student as their top priority. 
The administration has been 
effective in giving the staff 

the resources necessary to 
provide a solid education for 
each student. They have also 
kept the district financially 
sound.

7) How do BP students stack 
up with other school districts 
of similar size? Blooming 
Prairie students can match 
up with any other district. 
Over the years, BP has had 
many successful graduates. 
Right in our community, 
many successful people are 
Blooming Prairie graduates.
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It really was a snowy scarecrow day on 
Friday morning as Blooming Prairie residents 
awakened to the season's first snowfall, just a 
dusting this time.

A scary 
winter scene
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COMFORT 
MOVIE 

WATCHING
Matthew Bueltel, an employee at Northwoods Cinema, shows off the newly 
installed luxury seating at the Owatonna theatre. Four of the theatre’s 10 
auditoriums will open Thursday with reclining seats that offer heat. The rest of 
the auditoriums will be converted by January. Luxury seating is becoming a 
staple at most major movie theatres around the state.

Fast Flaps product 
gains award for 

Minimizer

Minimizer Fast Flaps 
continue to build their 
reputation as an innovative 
problem-solver by earning 
the product’s second industry 
award.

Equipment Today 
magazine has named 
Fast Flaps one of its 2017 
Contractors’ Top 50 New 
Products, the construction 
industry’s only award 
program based on consumer 
feedback.

“We are honored, because 
this award comes from the 
people that use this product 
everyday,” Minimizer CEO 
and Chief Visionary Craig 
Kruckeberg said.  “You can’t 
get better feedback than 
that.”

More than a year removed 
from their launch, Minimizer 
Fast Flaps continue to sell 
like hotcakes, with no drop 
off in sight.

Fast Flaps secure mud 
flaps without creating any 
holes in the flap or sacrificing 
strength.  It takes more than 
500 pounds of pressure to 
detach a mud flap from the 
Fast Flaps stainless steel 
bar, and the result doesn’t 
damage the flap.  See the 
product in-action here: www.
minimizer.com/product/fast-

flap.
“When we came out with 

Fast Flaps last year, we 
knew we had a winner,” 
Kruckeberg said.  “The 
past 18 months have only 
confirmed what we already 
knew – this product is an 
outstanding cost-saving 
addition for fleets!”

The 2017 Contractors’ 
Top 50 New Products are 
compiled based on reader 
inquiries from Equipment 
Today magazine as well 
as user engagement on 
ForConstructionPros.com.

The first Fast Flaps video 
on Minimizer’s Facebook 
page has over a million 
impressions, and it’s one of 
the most popular products 
across their social media.

“Whenever I go to a 
(heavy duty trucking) show, 
I get people coming up and 
asking about Fast Flaps,” 
Kruckeberg said.  “It’s 
something that people keep 
hearing about and they want 
in on it.”

BP company 
releases new truck 

floor mats

Minimizer of Blooming 
Prairie has long received 
comments from professional 
truck drivers and fleets, 
asking the company 
to expand its existing 

Floor Mats selection for 
International trucks.

Consider their wish 
granted.

Minimizer has released 
new Custom Molded Floor 
Mat kits designed to fit eight 
different International trucks, 
including the 5900i, 9200i, 
9400i, and 9900i models.

“We’ve had Floor Mats for 
the ProStars and LoneStars 
for a while, and lots of the 
vocational models too, but 
it’s exciting to know that we 
now have Floor Mats for 
some of International’s most 
popular models,” Minimizer 
CEO and Chief Visionary 
Craig Kruckeberg said.  “Our 
Custom Molded Floor Mats 
are designed to be a perfect 
fit, which can be tough 
logistically, but I’m proud to 
say our R&D team has pulled 
it off.”

This particular release 
proved challenging.  
Numerous factors influenced 
the need for 12 different 
Floor Mat molds to cover the 
eight International models.

“The differences between 
cabs can be so small, 
such as transmission type 
and gearshift location,” 
Kruckeberg said.  “We have 
to take every little thing into 
account.  Otherwise, the 
result would not meet our 
standards.”

To see the new Floor Mat 
kits, visit www.minimizer.

com.
“We want every truck 

on the road to be outfitted 
with Minimizer Floor Mats,” 
Kruckeberg said.  “That may 
be a pipe dream, but if we 
didn’t dream at least a little, 
we wouldn’t be where we are 
today.”

Service tech joins 
John Deere team in 

Owatonna

Brandon 
Holevoet has 
joined the 
Owatonna 
team of Kibble 
Equipment, 
formerly known 
as Ag Power.

Holevoet 
began working in Owatonna 
in early September as a 
service technician after 
transferring from the Kibble 
store in Huron, S.D. He has 
been with Kibble for three 
years. 

He grew up in Geneseo, 
Ill., and attended North 
Dakota State College of 
Science in Wahpeton, 
N.D., where he graduated 
with Associates in applied 
science and John Deere 
technician. 

Holevoet and his wife, 
Emily, are currently staying in 
Owatonna until their home is 
ready in Blooming Prairie. 

Watching a movie is going 
to become just a bit more 
relaxing for movie goers this 
week in Steele County.

Beginning Thursday 
with the premiere of Thor, 
Northwoods Cinema in 
Owatonna will unveil its 
newly renovated movie 
auditoriums complete with 
luxury recliners as well as an 
upgraded sound system. As an 
added bonus, the recliners will 
even be heated.

“It creates the comfort of 
home,” said Greg Carter, 
operations manager of 
Northwoods. “People don’t 
like to be crammed into a 
movie theatre,” he added.

Over the past few months 
Northwoods has been gutting 
all 10 of its auditoriums to 
make the upgrades. Four of 
the auditoriums are done, 
and the rest are expected 
to be complete by January, 
according to Carter.

“It’s going to be top-notch,” 
Carter said of the changes. “It 
has always been a beautiful 
theatre, but now it’s going 
to be more comfortable,” he 
said.

Offering luxury seating, 
Carter said, has become the 
new wave for movie theatres 
all over. “Everybody is 

converting to the (recliner) 
seats,” he said, noting the 
seats provide significant 
comfort with arm rests that 
provide lots of elbow room. 
“We’re taking it one step 
further with heated seats.”

One downfall with 
switching 
to luxury 
seating is 
that the 
number of 
seats will 
decrease 
throughout 
the theatre. 
The largest 
auditorium 
will now 
have 
126 seats with the smallest 
theatre featuring 51. “It’s 
considerably smaller than we 
used to have,” Carter said. 
“We lose a lot of seats, but we 
now have reserved seating.”

Movie goers will be able to 
pick their seats by ordering 
ahead on-line if they wish. 
However, customers will 
still be able to come in and 
purchase tickets at the door. 

Asked about what’s 
behind the change, Carter 
said, “Keeping up with the 
competition is the motivating 
factor to make sure you’re 
getting customers what they 
want.”

Carter said it hasn’t been 
uncommon for people to drive 

into the Twin Cities and take 
in movies at the Lakeville and 
Burnsville theatres, which 
both offer luxury seating. 
Lakeville just recently began 
offering alcohol as part of the 
movie experience. 

“Luxury seating is big 
now,” 
Carter 
says. “If 
you want 
to keep up 
with the 
industry, 
you 
have to 
make the 

investment.”
And there’s another reason 

for the change.
“We want to make sure 

we are keeping our people 
happy,” Carter said. 

Northwoods, which 
operates 20 theatres across 

Minnesota, Iowa, Nebraska 
and Wisconsin, converted its 
theatre in Mason City about 
two years ago. “We have done 
very well with it,” Carter said. 
“We’re keeping our customers 
and they come more often 
because they’re comfortable,” 
he said, adding he expected 
business to increase at the 
Owatonna theatre with the 
luxury enhancements. 

Outside of the conversion 
to digital projection, the 
luxury conversion is the 
first significant undertaking 
for Northwoods, which 
has operated the Owatonna 
location for eight years. 

There may be another 
major change coming to the 
Owatonna theatre. Carter said 
Northwoods is considering 
offering alcohol sales within 
the next year. “We want to get 
through this conversion first 
and then look at other things 
(like alcohol) to make it even 
more enticing,” he said.
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Building a better mousetrap

It’s been the struggle for the 
ages. Man vs pest. Man conquers 
pest. Rest of pest’s family returns and 
conquers man.

There’s nothing as unsavory 
as unwanted ants to the picnic, 
mosquitoes disrupting your romantic 
sunset or your early morning trip to the 
pantry to find that a rodent has been 
chowing down on your Lucky Charms. 

There is a made in America company 
that hits even closer to home in the 
war against pests. Your next “better 
mousetrap” could be designed and built 
right here in Ellendale. 

Woodstream Corporation of 
Ellendale has a 60,000-square foot 
building that uses 40,000 square feet 
of manufacturing space and 20,000 
square feet of warehouse space. With 
58 full time people and an additional 50 
or so seasonal workers, this facility runs 
at a fervent hum all year long. 

The workforce runs 24/7 for about 
five months out of the year and this 
time of year, the plant is jumping, 
getting orders out for the spring rush as 
warmer weather brings not only a new 
crop of pests, but a larger demand to fill 
the big box store demands.

The Ellendale plant is one 
of nine plants/distribution centers that 
brandish the Woodstream name with 

other operations set up in Shenzhen 
in China, Rutland in the UK, Brampton 
in Ontario, Canada, Mechanicsburg, 
Pennsylvania, St. Joseph, 
Missouri, Knoxville, Tennessee, Denton, 
Texas, and corporate headquarters in 
Lititz, Pennsylvania. 

The local operation sends out 
about 40 percent of product to 
the final distribution centers in St. 
Joe and Mechanicsburg, while the 
other 60 percent are components 
made at the Ellendale facility. Most of 
the components are shipped to the 
Knoxville or Lititz plant for assembly 
and shipping. 

The building, which has seen plastic 
injections operations for several years 
was purchased from Zareba and North 
Central Plastics in 2010. Woodstream 
still maintains the product line for 
Zareba as well as manufacturing for 
other well-known pet care and pest 
control companies such as Victor, 
Fi-Shock, Perky-Pet, Terro, Rutland 
electric fencing, Red Snap’r, Sweeneys, 
Havahart, ElectroBraid fencing, Dr. T’s, 
and Mosquito Magnet. 

At present, the plant runs 22 molding, 
2 extrusion lines and 10 assembly 
lines.  The man at the pulse of the 
entire operation is Sr. Director of 
Molding Operations, Bryan Haugen, 
who has been with the company since 
2011. Haugen, a central Minnesota 
native now living with his family in 

Waseca, is no stranger to extrusion and 
injection molding plants and comes with 
28 years of experience. 

Back in 1989 he got his start 
at Schwann’s, molding ice cream 
containers in Marshall, Minnesota. 
From there he managed plant 
operations for various companies 
in Fremont, Indiana, (Letica) 
and Kohler, Wisconsin, (Spartech.) and 
Mankato, (Spartech, now 
Poly One Corp.). 

A feature of Woodstream is its vision 
to take new products off the drawing 
board and into production.

“All new items are usually developed 
at our corporate headquarters in 
Lititz,” said Haugen. “We put a lot 
into research and development and 
can usually take a new product to 
production in six months or less.” 

To keep up with industry standards 
and new technology, the company 
is always looking to stay ahead of 
the hoard of evolving pests and 
in addition to inventing a better 
mousetrap, they are also on the 
cutting edge of protecting the pets we 
domesticate, creating better boundaries 
for the animals who need to run, and 
secure housing and feeding for the 
birds.

An international presence right here 
in your own backyard.

By MARK DELAP 
Managing Editor 

The lightest, most durable, longest lasting 
truck fenders, bracket kits, and truck 
accessories in the trucking industry.

Minimizer.com • 800-248-3855 • Blooming Prairie

Specializing in Agricultural
Sprayers & Tractors

507.455.1950

OPEN
24 HOURS

1164 W Frontage Rd
Owatonna

www.deanstowing.com

870 32 Ave. NW, Owatonna
Emergency or on the farm repair

507-455-0388
(After hours 507-455-0483)

Mike’s
Ag & Truck Tire
REPAIR

(507) 413-5559
Your Local Roofing & Siding Specialists

Diaper Drive 
drop off 

locatoins
The Steele County Dia-

per Bank, founded by Owa-
tonna Hospital Foundation 
in 2013, provides a short-
term, limited supply of free 
diapers for needy infants 
and young children living in 
Steele County.  The Foun-
dation, in partnership with 
Owatonna Hospital, part of 
Allina Health, is hosting a 
community Diaper Drive on 
Saturday, June 3 in Owa-
tonna.

“We’re accepting dona-
tions of new, disposable 
diapers from preemie to 
children’s size 7, prefera-
bly in complete unopened 
packages,” said Natalie 
Ginter, director of the Owa-
tonna Hospital Foundation. 
“Financial donations are 
also welcomed as we can 
purchase diapers in bulk at 
discounted prices, so your 
gift can have an even great-
er local impact.”

“Diapers may seem like 
something most people can 
afford but there are no gov-
ernment subsidies or pro-
grams for diapers, and they 
are actually quite expen-

sive,” said Elizabeth Keck, 
social worker and health-
care coordinator at Owa-
tonna Hospital. “I’ve seen 
many parents try to extend 
the life of a diaper because 
they didn’t have the re-
sources to buy more until 
their next paycheck – that 
is where the Steele County 
Diaper Bank can help.”

Drop off your diaper do-
nations at this location:

· Cash Wise Foods
495 W North St., Fri-

day, 11 a.m.-6 p.m. (lunch 
wagon only)

Saturday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
(lunch wagon and Diaper 
Drive)

 All proceeds from the 
lunch wagon benefit the 
Steele County Diaper Bank.

 “This is always a fun 
event for a worthy cause,” 
said Keck. “I know all of the 
families who use the Diaper 
Bank are appreciative. This 
is definitely a community 
initiative, so we appreciate 
the support.”

 For more information, 
visit allinahealth.org/owa-
tonna.

Sobrack takes 
award

Lakes & Prairies Dis-
trict Exchange Division 4 
Director Randy Sobrack, 
and immediate past presi-
dent of the Exchange Club 
of Steele County, shared 
words of appreciation after 
being awarded “Exchange 
of the Year,” during the dis-
trict’s convention awards 
banquet, May 20, at the 

Best Western Holiday 
Lodge in Clear Lake, Iowa.

 The award is presented 
to an individual who has ex-
celled in Exchange during 
the 2016-17 award year It 
includes efforts in member-
ship, leadership, volunteer-
ism and active participation 
in Exchange activities. 

The Exchange Club of 
Owatonna’s Kathy Schro-
eder, who was unable to at-
tend, received an “Exchan-
gite Hall of Fame” award. 

This is given to an individu-
al who has been a member 
of Exchange for a minimum 
of 25 years. 

It is based on the con-
tributions of the individu-
al throughout the 25-plus 
years and includes all as-
pects of Exchange (club, 
district and national). 

The Lakes & Prairies Dis-
trict consists of 22 clubs lo-
cated in Minnesota, Iowa, 
and Omaha, Nebraska.

BUSINESS BRIEFS

Randy Sobrack

536 Highway 218 S.
Blooming Prairie

www.darrickspreferredauto.com  

• Loaner Cars
• Nitrogen with Tires
• Alignment Checks
• Tire Rotation

• Battery Charging & Checks
• Pickup & Delivery within 15 miles
• Service Light Code Checks
• Free Towing for the year

FREE SERVICES
(with service work)

583-9994
24/7 Towing 507-440-0093

870 32 Ave. NW, Owatonna
Emergency or on the farm repair

507-455-0388
(After hours 507-455-0483)

Mike’s
Ag & Truck Tire
REPAIR

Minimizer CEO 
Craig Kruckeberg 

named finalist 
for award

Minnesota Business 
magazine has named Minimizer 
CEO and Chief Visionary 
Craig Kruckeberg a finalist for 
one of its 2017 Manufacturing 
Awards.

Kruckeberg is one of three 
people up for Executive of the 
Year.

“It’s a huge honor,” 
Kruckeberg said.  “I have to 
give credit to the team around 
me.  Without them, Minimizer 
wouldn’t be where we are 
today.” 

Minimizer debuted the 
poly fender more than 30 
years ago, when founder Dick 
Kruckeberg sold his invention 
out of the back of his truck.  
Craig bought the company 
from his father in 2007, and 
Minimizer has since expanded 
to nearly 100 employees.

“Innovation is the name of 
our game,” Craig said.  “We’re 
constantly looking at new 

products that are tested 
and tortured to save the 
consumer time and money.”

Each year, Minnesota 
Business recognizes 
the manufacturing 
sector for outstanding 
achievements. The 
panel of judges chose 
the finalists from a 
pool of manufacturing 
companies and 

executives.
“We really appreciate 

Minnesota Business going 
to bat for the manufacturing 
sector,” Craig said.  “We 
always hear about ‘Made in 
the USA,’ and these awards 
do their part to help celebrate 
that.” 

Winners in each category 
will be announced at an awards 
event September 28th.  Both 
winners and finalists will be 
honored in the feature story of 
the all-manufacturing October 
2017 issue of Minnesota 
Business magazine.

Production 
company adds 

new team member

Limberg Productions 
announces a new member of 
the team for Owatonnalive.
com. 

Dan Paur has joined the 
Owatonna-based company as 
advertising specialist. 

“We are excited to have Dan 

join our team to assist in our 
next period of growth, which 
includes our new live streaming 
venture that launched this 
summer,” said Scott Limberg, 
owner of Limberg Productions.

Paur resides in Owatonna 
with his family. He coaches 
Owatonna varsity girls lacrosse 
and girls varsity hockey. He 
also enjoys spending time 
with his family, playing and 
watching sports and enjoying 
the great outdoors. 

Limberg Productions is a 
video production firm that 
launched in 2011. Scott 
Limberg started the company 
with a passion for documenting 
people’s stories. Owatonnalive.
com was conceived in 2012, 
bringing the plethora of 
talent, ideas and community 
communication to a central 
location. It currently has 
around 400 videos available to 
watch around the clock at your 
convenience. 

Limberg said he wants 
people to experience all the 
great things that Steele County 
has to offer at Owatonnalive.
com.

Locally grown 
lettuce coming to area

Locally grown lettuce will 
soon be coming to the dinner 
table.

A new, breakthrough 
facility that will supply 
Midwest grocers and 
restaurants with fresh lettuce 
all year long is coming to 
Steele County.

Revol Greens is currently 
under construction on the 
west side of Interstate 
35 just south of Richie 
Brothers Auction facility 
near Medford. Workers are 
building a 30,000 square foot 
greenhouse. 

A veteran team of 
greenhouse growers is 
spearheading the project. 
They are Jay Johnson, Steve 
Amundson and Marco de 
Bruin. Johnson is also the 
founder and former owner 
of Owatonna-based Bushel 
Boy Farms, one of the first 
U.S. greenhouses to grow 
tomatoes year round. The 
trio helped grow Bushel 
Boy to the largest supplier 
of locally grown tomatoes in 
Minnesota.

Johnson said his two 
partners have been 
researching the concept of 
a lettuce greenhouse for 
a while. “They have been 
putting together a business 
plan for the past couple 
years,” he said. 

Other members of the 
Revol team include Marc 
Vergeldt, a well-known 
greenhouse crop consultant, 
and Brendon Krieg, who 
formerly managed vegetable 
buying for Target.

“Our goal is to make 

Revol Greens lettuce the 
most sustainable on the 
market,” Johnson said. 
“With 100 collective 
years of greenhouse 
growing and operating 
experience, our team is 
committed to offering 
the freshest, high-quality 
lettuce to the local 
marketplace,” he added.

Johnson said 
construction should be 
completed on the facility 
later this fall. He hopes 
the first planting of seed 
will take place by the end 
of November. Lettuce 
will be available by the 
end of December.

Revol will tap the 
latest technology in 
greenhouse innovation, 
including responsible 
and sustainable growing 
practices, to grow high-
quality lettuce year 
around. The greenhouse 
will be designed to 
maximize natural light, 
growing year-round by 
supplementing with LED 
lighting during the winter 

months. 
Another bonus with the 

facility will be that it will 
use a fraction of the water 
consumed in traditional 
growing and will cover most 
of its needs by capturing rain 
and snowmelt from its roof.

According to Johnson, 
Revol will offer several 
lettuce varieties, including 
spinach, mixed greens and 
romaine. “They will all 
be grown in a protected 
greenhouse environment 
providing optimal growing 
conditions without the use of 
pesticides or herbicides,” he 
said. 

Revol lettuce will arrive in 
area grocers and restaurants 
much faster than lettuce 
currently shipped from 
California and Arizona, 
leading to a fresher eating 
experience.

The lettuce will be shipped 
out to stores and restaurants 
within a 200 mile radius, 
Johnson said. “It will be 
delivered fresh,” he added.

Johnson said the Medford 
location was chosen because 
of its proximity to interstate 
access. “Our location, just 
south of the Twin Cities, 
gives us quick and easy 
access to Minnesota, Iowa 
and western Wisconsin 
markets, greatly reducing the 
amount of time from harvest 
to grocers’ shelves,” he said. 

Lettuce is in big demand 
right now, Johnson noted. 
“People are eating healthier,” 
he said. 

Once the greenhouse is 
operating, it will employ 
about 12 full-time people. 
Most of them will start work 
in October to gear up for the 
opening in November.
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Building a better mousetrap

It’s been the struggle for the 
ages. Man vs pest. Man conquers 
pest. Rest of pest’s family returns and 
conquers man.

There’s nothing as unsavory 
as unwanted ants to the picnic, 
mosquitoes disrupting your romantic 
sunset or your early morning trip to the 
pantry to find that a rodent has been 
chowing down on your Lucky Charms. 

There is a made in America company 
that hits even closer to home in the 
war against pests. Your next “better 
mousetrap” could be designed and built 
right here in Ellendale. 

Woodstream Corporation of 
Ellendale has a 60,000-square foot 
building that uses 40,000 square feet 
of manufacturing space and 20,000 
square feet of warehouse space. With 
58 full time people and an additional 50 
or so seasonal workers, this facility runs 
at a fervent hum all year long. 

The workforce runs 24/7 for about 
five months out of the year and this 
time of year, the plant is jumping, 
getting orders out for the spring rush as 
warmer weather brings not only a new 
crop of pests, but a larger demand to fill 
the big box store demands.

The Ellendale plant is one 
of nine plants/distribution centers that 
brandish the Woodstream name with 

other operations set up in Shenzhen 
in China, Rutland in the UK, Brampton 
in Ontario, Canada, Mechanicsburg, 
Pennsylvania, St. Joseph, 
Missouri, Knoxville, Tennessee, Denton, 
Texas, and corporate headquarters in 
Lititz, Pennsylvania. 

The local operation sends out 
about 40 percent of product to 
the final distribution centers in St. 
Joe and Mechanicsburg, while the 
other 60 percent are components 
made at the Ellendale facility. Most of 
the components are shipped to the 
Knoxville or Lititz plant for assembly 
and shipping. 

The building, which has seen plastic 
injections operations for several years 
was purchased from Zareba and North 
Central Plastics in 2010. Woodstream 
still maintains the product line for 
Zareba as well as manufacturing for 
other well-known pet care and pest 
control companies such as Victor, 
Fi-Shock, Perky-Pet, Terro, Rutland 
electric fencing, Red Snap’r, Sweeneys, 
Havahart, ElectroBraid fencing, Dr. T’s, 
and Mosquito Magnet. 

At present, the plant runs 22 molding, 
2 extrusion lines and 10 assembly 
lines.  The man at the pulse of the 
entire operation is Sr. Director of 
Molding Operations, Bryan Haugen, 
who has been with the company since 
2011. Haugen, a central Minnesota 
native now living with his family in 

Waseca, is no stranger to extrusion and 
injection molding plants and comes with 
28 years of experience. 

Back in 1989 he got his start 
at Schwann’s, molding ice cream 
containers in Marshall, Minnesota. 
From there he managed plant 
operations for various companies 
in Fremont, Indiana, (Letica) 
and Kohler, Wisconsin, (Spartech.) and 
Mankato, (Spartech, now 
Poly One Corp.). 

A feature of Woodstream is its vision 
to take new products off the drawing 
board and into production.

“All new items are usually developed 
at our corporate headquarters in 
Lititz,” said Haugen. “We put a lot 
into research and development and 
can usually take a new product to 
production in six months or less.” 

To keep up with industry standards 
and new technology, the company 
is always looking to stay ahead of 
the hoard of evolving pests and 
in addition to inventing a better 
mousetrap, they are also on the 
cutting edge of protecting the pets we 
domesticate, creating better boundaries 
for the animals who need to run, and 
secure housing and feeding for the 
birds.

An international presence right here 
in your own backyard.

By MARK DELAP 
Managing Editor 

The lightest, most durable, longest lasting 
truck fenders, bracket kits, and truck 
accessories in the trucking industry.

Minimizer.com • 800-248-3855 • Blooming Prairie

Specializing in Agricultural
Sprayers & Tractors

507.455.1950

OPEN
24 HOURS

1164 W Frontage Rd
Owatonna

www.deanstowing.com

870 32 Ave. NW, Owatonna
Emergency or on the farm repair

507-455-0388
(After hours 507-455-0483)

Mike’s
Ag & Truck Tire
REPAIR

(507) 413-5559
Your Local Roofing & Siding Specialists

Diaper Drive 
drop off 

locatoins
The Steele County Dia-

per Bank, founded by Owa-
tonna Hospital Foundation 
in 2013, provides a short-
term, limited supply of free 
diapers for needy infants 
and young children living in 
Steele County.  The Foun-
dation, in partnership with 
Owatonna Hospital, part of 
Allina Health, is hosting a 
community Diaper Drive on 
Saturday, June 3 in Owa-
tonna.

“We’re accepting dona-
tions of new, disposable 
diapers from preemie to 
children’s size 7, prefera-
bly in complete unopened 
packages,” said Natalie 
Ginter, director of the Owa-
tonna Hospital Foundation. 
“Financial donations are 
also welcomed as we can 
purchase diapers in bulk at 
discounted prices, so your 
gift can have an even great-
er local impact.”

“Diapers may seem like 
something most people can 
afford but there are no gov-
ernment subsidies or pro-
grams for diapers, and they 
are actually quite expen-

sive,” said Elizabeth Keck, 
social worker and health-
care coordinator at Owa-
tonna Hospital. “I’ve seen 
many parents try to extend 
the life of a diaper because 
they didn’t have the re-
sources to buy more until 
their next paycheck – that 
is where the Steele County 
Diaper Bank can help.”

Drop off your diaper do-
nations at this location:

· Cash Wise Foods
495 W North St., Fri-

day, 11 a.m.-6 p.m. (lunch 
wagon only)

Saturday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
(lunch wagon and Diaper 
Drive)

 All proceeds from the 
lunch wagon benefit the 
Steele County Diaper Bank.

 “This is always a fun 
event for a worthy cause,” 
said Keck. “I know all of the 
families who use the Diaper 
Bank are appreciative. This 
is definitely a community 
initiative, so we appreciate 
the support.”

 For more information, 
visit allinahealth.org/owa-
tonna.

Sobrack takes 
award

Lakes & Prairies Dis-
trict Exchange Division 4 
Director Randy Sobrack, 
and immediate past presi-
dent of the Exchange Club 
of Steele County, shared 
words of appreciation after 
being awarded “Exchange 
of the Year,” during the dis-
trict’s convention awards 
banquet, May 20, at the 

Best Western Holiday 
Lodge in Clear Lake, Iowa.

 The award is presented 
to an individual who has ex-
celled in Exchange during 
the 2016-17 award year It 
includes efforts in member-
ship, leadership, volunteer-
ism and active participation 
in Exchange activities. 

The Exchange Club of 
Owatonna’s Kathy Schro-
eder, who was unable to at-
tend, received an “Exchan-
gite Hall of Fame” award. 

This is given to an individu-
al who has been a member 
of Exchange for a minimum 
of 25 years. 

It is based on the con-
tributions of the individu-
al throughout the 25-plus 
years and includes all as-
pects of Exchange (club, 
district and national). 

The Lakes & Prairies Dis-
trict consists of 22 clubs lo-
cated in Minnesota, Iowa, 
and Omaha, Nebraska.

BUSINESS BRIEFS

Randy Sobrack

Business Briefs

Greenhouse facility breaks ground near Medford

Construction is underway on a greenhouse facility that will produce 
locally grown lettuce along the frontage road of Interstate 35 just south of 
Richie Brothers Auctioneering by Medford. The greenhouse is expected 
to be completed by November with the first seeding taking place in late 
November. Revol Greens will be supplying lettuce before the end of the 
year to grocers and restaurants in a 200-mile radius around the Midwest.

Revol Greens is building a 
30,000 square foot facility 
near Medford. Once the 
facility is operational later this 
year, Revol will grow high-
quality lettuce 365 days a 
year. The greenhouse will be 
designed to maximize natural 
light, growing year-round 
by supplementing with LED 
lighting during the winter.

“Our goal is to make 
Revol Greens lettuce the 
most sustainable on the 

market.”

~Jay Johnson
 Revol Greens Owner

Floor Tech Products and Services Include:
• Laminate and hardwood flooring
• Oak wood flooring
• Maple wood flooring
• Cork flooring
• Flooring installation
• Carpet and tile flooring
• Stain resistant carpet
• Commercial carpet
• Granite tiling
• Porcelain
• Vinyl
• Ceramic
• Environmentally responsible floorings
• Window treatments

Floor Tech in Blooming Prairie, MN provides flooring products and services. 
We have built a reputation for great workmanship, quality, reliable, and affordable 
service. We have a wide assortment of samples available to choose from, so stop 
by our showroom and see what we have to offer.

Call Us Now for a Consultation!
Tim Wacek • 507-583-2276 • 322 E. Main, Blooming Prairie
Derek Reichl • 507-552-1637 • 2201 E. Main St., Albert Lea

FLOOR TECH

Floor Tech Offer  
Brands Such As:
• Mohawk
• Stainmaster
• Fausfloor
• Congolium
• Shaw
• Hunter Douglas
• Kraus
• Cork Comfort
• Marazzi
• Greenworks
• Quickstep
• Ceramic Tile Works

Your source 
for all your 

flooring needs

•One Bedroom Senior Apartment 
•for elderly or disabled persons. 
•Rent is based on 30% of net income. 
•Secured entry and convenient lift 
•to second floor.

A USDA Rural Housing Project 
Call Baldus Properties LLC (507) 437-2074

Prairie Villa II 
Blooming Prairie

You’re 
Gonna 
Love 
It Here

BY RICK BUSSLER 
Publisher

Business Briefs

BY RICK BUSSLER 
Publisher
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Building a better mousetrap

It’s been the struggle for the 
ages. Man vs pest. Man conquers 
pest. Rest of pest’s family returns and 
conquers man.

There’s nothing as unsavory 
as unwanted ants to the picnic, 
mosquitoes disrupting your romantic 
sunset or your early morning trip to the 
pantry to find that a rodent has been 
chowing down on your Lucky Charms. 

There is a made in America company 
that hits even closer to home in the 
war against pests. Your next “better 
mousetrap” could be designed and built 
right here in Ellendale. 

Woodstream Corporation of 
Ellendale has a 60,000-square foot 
building that uses 40,000 square feet 
of manufacturing space and 20,000 
square feet of warehouse space. With 
58 full time people and an additional 50 
or so seasonal workers, this facility runs 
at a fervent hum all year long. 

The workforce runs 24/7 for about 
five months out of the year and this 
time of year, the plant is jumping, 
getting orders out for the spring rush as 
warmer weather brings not only a new 
crop of pests, but a larger demand to fill 
the big box store demands.

The Ellendale plant is one 
of nine plants/distribution centers that 
brandish the Woodstream name with 

other operations set up in Shenzhen 
in China, Rutland in the UK, Brampton 
in Ontario, Canada, Mechanicsburg, 
Pennsylvania, St. Joseph, 
Missouri, Knoxville, Tennessee, Denton, 
Texas, and corporate headquarters in 
Lititz, Pennsylvania. 

The local operation sends out 
about 40 percent of product to 
the final distribution centers in St. 
Joe and Mechanicsburg, while the 
other 60 percent are components 
made at the Ellendale facility. Most of 
the components are shipped to the 
Knoxville or Lititz plant for assembly 
and shipping. 

The building, which has seen plastic 
injections operations for several years 
was purchased from Zareba and North 
Central Plastics in 2010. Woodstream 
still maintains the product line for 
Zareba as well as manufacturing for 
other well-known pet care and pest 
control companies such as Victor, 
Fi-Shock, Perky-Pet, Terro, Rutland 
electric fencing, Red Snap’r, Sweeneys, 
Havahart, ElectroBraid fencing, Dr. T’s, 
and Mosquito Magnet. 

At present, the plant runs 22 molding, 
2 extrusion lines and 10 assembly 
lines.  The man at the pulse of the 
entire operation is Sr. Director of 
Molding Operations, Bryan Haugen, 
who has been with the company since 
2011. Haugen, a central Minnesota 
native now living with his family in 

Waseca, is no stranger to extrusion and 
injection molding plants and comes with 
28 years of experience. 

Back in 1989 he got his start 
at Schwann’s, molding ice cream 
containers in Marshall, Minnesota. 
From there he managed plant 
operations for various companies 
in Fremont, Indiana, (Letica) 
and Kohler, Wisconsin, (Spartech.) and 
Mankato, (Spartech, now 
Poly One Corp.). 

A feature of Woodstream is its vision 
to take new products off the drawing 
board and into production.

“All new items are usually developed 
at our corporate headquarters in 
Lititz,” said Haugen. “We put a lot 
into research and development and 
can usually take a new product to 
production in six months or less.” 

To keep up with industry standards 
and new technology, the company 
is always looking to stay ahead of 
the hoard of evolving pests and 
in addition to inventing a better 
mousetrap, they are also on the 
cutting edge of protecting the pets we 
domesticate, creating better boundaries 
for the animals who need to run, and 
secure housing and feeding for the 
birds.

An international presence right here 
in your own backyard.

By MARK DELAP 
Managing Editor 

The lightest, most durable, longest lasting 
truck fenders, bracket kits, and truck 
accessories in the trucking industry.

Minimizer.com • 800-248-3855 • Blooming Prairie

Specializing in Agricultural
Sprayers & Tractors

507.455.1950

OPEN
24 HOURS

1164 W Frontage Rd
Owatonna
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Diaper Drive 
drop off 

locatoins
The Steele County Dia-

per Bank, founded by Owa-
tonna Hospital Foundation 
in 2013, provides a short-
term, limited supply of free 
diapers for needy infants 
and young children living in 
Steele County.  The Foun-
dation, in partnership with 
Owatonna Hospital, part of 
Allina Health, is hosting a 
community Diaper Drive on 
Saturday, June 3 in Owa-
tonna.

“We’re accepting dona-
tions of new, disposable 
diapers from preemie to 
children’s size 7, prefera-
bly in complete unopened 
packages,” said Natalie 
Ginter, director of the Owa-
tonna Hospital Foundation. 
“Financial donations are 
also welcomed as we can 
purchase diapers in bulk at 
discounted prices, so your 
gift can have an even great-
er local impact.”

“Diapers may seem like 
something most people can 
afford but there are no gov-
ernment subsidies or pro-
grams for diapers, and they 
are actually quite expen-

sive,” said Elizabeth Keck, 
social worker and health-
care coordinator at Owa-
tonna Hospital. “I’ve seen 
many parents try to extend 
the life of a diaper because 
they didn’t have the re-
sources to buy more until 
their next paycheck – that 
is where the Steele County 
Diaper Bank can help.”

Drop off your diaper do-
nations at this location:

· Cash Wise Foods
495 W North St., Fri-

day, 11 a.m.-6 p.m. (lunch 
wagon only)

Saturday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
(lunch wagon and Diaper 
Drive)

 All proceeds from the 
lunch wagon benefit the 
Steele County Diaper Bank.

 “This is always a fun 
event for a worthy cause,” 
said Keck. “I know all of the 
families who use the Diaper 
Bank are appreciative. This 
is definitely a community 
initiative, so we appreciate 
the support.”

 For more information, 
visit allinahealth.org/owa-
tonna.

Sobrack takes 
award

Lakes & Prairies Dis-
trict Exchange Division 4 
Director Randy Sobrack, 
and immediate past presi-
dent of the Exchange Club 
of Steele County, shared 
words of appreciation after 
being awarded “Exchange 
of the Year,” during the dis-
trict’s convention awards 
banquet, May 20, at the 

Best Western Holiday 
Lodge in Clear Lake, Iowa.

 The award is presented 
to an individual who has ex-
celled in Exchange during 
the 2016-17 award year It 
includes efforts in member-
ship, leadership, volunteer-
ism and active participation 
in Exchange activities. 

The Exchange Club of 
Owatonna’s Kathy Schro-
eder, who was unable to at-
tend, received an “Exchan-
gite Hall of Fame” award. 

This is given to an individu-
al who has been a member 
of Exchange for a minimum 
of 25 years. 

It is based on the con-
tributions of the individu-
al throughout the 25-plus 
years and includes all as-
pects of Exchange (club, 
district and national). 

The Lakes & Prairies Dis-
trict consists of 22 clubs lo-
cated in Minnesota, Iowa, 
and Omaha, Nebraska.

BUSINESS BRIEFS

Randy Sobrack

• Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
• Spot & Stain Removal
• Deodorizing & Pet Treatment
• Stain Protection
• Commercial & Residential
• Prochem System

  Professionals Provide:
• Expert Workmanship
• Proven Cleaning Methods
• Clean, Ultra-Fresh 
  Carpets & Fabrics
• A Healthier Indoor Environment

Carpet & 
Upholstery  

Cleaning

Serving the Dodge County Area
Call for a FREE ESTIMATE

• Kasson 507-634-6985 
• Dodge Center 507-374-6806
• 1-800-569-1331

Your Local Member of the

Call for free estimates

Your Community Mental Health Center Serving…  
For 50 Years”  WITH “ Providing Positive Direction  

for Life’s Problems since 1964

507-451-2630 • WWW.SCHRC.COM • 610 FLORENCE AVE., OWATONNA, MN 
Outside Owatonna: 800-722-0590; After-Hour Emergencies: 507-455-8100; Offices in Waseca and Kasson

Arkansas native readying ‘Misplaced Magnolia’ in downtown Kasson

Finding the 
values of 
treasures

Appraisal Specialists 
Midwest, the Twin Cities 
foremost qualified personal 
property appraisers will again 
be available during Marigold 
Days in Mantorville this year. 
Bring your cherished heirlooms 
and antiques on Saturday, Sept. 
9 from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m.            

As stated by Bonnie 
Lindberg the “Treasured 
Uncovered event is like a 
antique road show experience” 
and some people who bring a 
item for appraisal stay for the 
rest of the event.

We are located on the North 
side of the Welcome Center 
under the big tent. Specialists 
Bonnie Lindberg, Jim 
Marrinan and Kevin Callahan 
love coming to Mantorville 
for Marigold Days. They 
say “ Mantorville truly is a 
Minnesota treasure”. This is 
a fun and interesting antique 
appraisal show you do not 
want to miss.

Sponsors for the Treasures 

If Jeannine Hensley was ever 
misplaced, she has certainly found her 
spot.

The Kasson resident and Arkansas 
native is establishing Misplaced 
Magnolia Southern Bistro and BBQ, 
in the former Leuthold’s Clothing and 
Shoes building at 107 W. Main St., 
Kasson. 

It’s hoped that the 
restaurant billed as 
“The Mid-South meets 
the Midwest” will 
open in early October.

“And of course the 
magnolia tree only 
grows in the South,” 
Hensley said. “And 
someone, when I first 
moved to Minnesota, 
had called me ‘The 
misplaced magnolia.’ 

So that’s where the name comes from.
“It was kind of a joke: ‘Well, you’re 

just a misplaced magnolia,’” she said. 
“And I immediately thought, ‘Oh my 
gosh, that’s a great name for a restaurant.’ 
Because I knew that I wanted to open the 
southern-themed restaurant up here in 
Minnesota. It clicked, and I liked it and 
I’ve had it written down in a notebook 
for years. So when we got ready to go, I 
just went right back to it.”

Hensley and her husband, Gerry, 
purchased the 1900 building in 2010 and 
began renovating it early this year.

Leuthold’s closed in 2006 after more 
than 140 years in business.

There was flooding in the empty 
building before Hensley came along; 
water pipes burst because the heat had 
been turned off.

The ceiling had been painted black, 
and the paint was flaking off.

“It was pretty dreary,” she said.
A company was hired to sand-blast 

the ceiling, and the Hensleys repainted 
it themselves, bringing out the old, 
exquisite detail.

The couple is removing tile flooring 

from the 1930s, which contained 
asbestos and was partially covered with 
carpeting from the ‘70s, to expose the 
original hardwood floor.

They also found original wiring, from 
the early days of electricity; old clay 
pipes that had to be removed; old plaster 
– the list continues.

“We’re trying to mix the new in with 
the old, and preserve the look of the 
building,” Hensley said. “With a building 
this old, you’ve got layers of old: You’ve 
got the ‘30s, you’ve got the ‘50s, you’ve 
got the ‘60s. You’ve just got to kind of 
chisel down, like an archaeologist, to get 
back to the bones.”

The Hensleys moved to Kasson about 
11 years ago, when Gerry was hired by 
the Mayo Clinic in Rochester. He’s now 
employed by the U.S. Army Reserve.

Their daughter, Lauren, graduated 
from Kasson-Mantorville High School 
in 2014 and is studying at Minnesota 
State University, Mankato.

“This became home, and we love it,” 
Jeannine Hensley said. “We love the 
town of Kasson, specifically. We like 
being in a small town. We love being 
able to walk to everything that we like 
to go to, to the grocery store, to the 

park, to the Fairgrounds, to Main Street. 
We love the school system. In fact, the 
school system is why we picked Kasson. 
Our daughter was only in the third grade 
when we moved to Kasson. 

“We drew a circle around Rochester 
and figured, ‘This is how far we’re going 
to drive,’ and then started what we called 
‘town-shopping,’” she said. “We went to 
all the small towns and looked to see 
what we liked, and then researched the 
school systems, and we picked Kasson 
and we couldn’t be happier.”

It will be nice, she said, for Kasson 
to have another dining option, to add 
variety and keep local dollars in Kasson.

“I think a lot of residents are excited, 
because we’ve had so many people 
just stick their head in the front door 
when they see us, and say, ‘What are 
you doing,’ ‘Oh, we can’t wait,’ ‘Oh, I 
remember when …’ Hensley said.

“I think it’s really important for us 
to start bringing some of these older 
buildings back here on Main Street, 
and not just contributing to the city, but 
contributing to the history.”

Uncover event are Old Rooster 
Antiques Rochester.

Tailgating for 
FFA

Triton FFA Alumni 
Sponsored Tailgate Party.

Come on out for a night of 
fun along with the Triton FFA 
chapter for a tailgate party.

September 22, 4:30-6:30 
p.m. Triton Bus Garage prior 
to football game. Burger Meal 
Provided. Questions Contact:

David Fitzgerald,  507-
951-0296; Robby Gilliland 
-507-272-7788; Sheryl 
Dohrmann- 507-273-7015; 
Tim Marquardt- 507-259-
3329.

SEMAC 
Announces 

Grant 
Application 

Deadline

This activity is made 
possible by the voters of 
Minnesota through grants 

from the Minnesota State Arts 
Board thanks to a legislative 
appropriation from the arts and 
cultural heritage fund.

 The Southeastern 
Minnesota Arts Council 
announces a call for proposals 
in three categories:  Arts and 
Cultural Heritage, Presenter/
Production Assistance, and 
Small Towns/Rural Areas.  All 
proposed projects must begin 
no earlier than December 1, 
2017 and be completed within 
twelve months, culminating 
in a capstone event that is 
accessible and open to the 
public.  Online applications 
will be available throughout 
September with an October 1, 
2017 submission deadline.

 SEMAC, a non-profit arts 
agency, is designated by the 
State of Minnesota Arts Board 
as the regional arts council for 
eleven southeastern Minnesota 
counties:  Dodge, Fillmore, 
Freeborn, Goodhue, Houston, 
Mower, Olmsted, Rice, Steele, 
Wabasha, and Winona.

 For information about the 
grant application process, 
eligibility, or grant writing 
assistance, contact the 

SEMAC office at 2778 D 
Commerce Dr. NW, Rochester, 
MN 55901 or call 507-281-
4848.   Information may also 
be found on our Web site at 
www.semac.org.

Small Towns/
Rural Areas 

Grants

The Small Towns/Rural 
Areas grants offer funding up 
to three thousand dollars to 
qualified applicants located in 
areas of the SEMAC Region 
with populations under 7,500.  
A 20% match is required.

 SEMAC support may be 
used for assistance in activities 
which directly involve the 
creation, performance, 
publication, or exhibition of 
art.  Applicants may include 
arts organizations, government 
entities and public or non-
religious private schools, either 
individually or in cooperation.  
These grants cannot be used 
to cover the costs of school 
residencies.

Southern cooking, 
comin’ up

By RICHARD JOHNSON 
DCI Managing Editor

Jeannine 
Hensley

Business Briefs

Owatonna theatre offers luxury seating

Holevoet

495 West N. Street, Owatonna
507-451-7220 www.cashwise.com

CashWiseDelivers.com

FLOOR TECH

Carpet • Vinyl • Laminate Wood • Ceramic

Call Us Now for a Consultation!
Tim Wacek • 583-2276 • 322 E. Main, Blooming Prairie
Derek Reichl • 552-1637 • 2201 E. Main St., Albert Lea

Your source for all your flooring needs

Featuring:

Ag & Truck Tire Sales & Repair
Heavy Duty Truck • Ag & Implement Tire Repair & Sales

Wheel Alignment • Tire Balancing

• Aluminum  
Wheel Polishing 

• Tracks

Now Offering:

After hours 
507-455-0483

507-455-0388
870  32nd Ave NW, Owatonna, MN

Emergency OR On-The-Farm Repair

Servicing European • Domestic • Asian • Hybrid
Tow Truck Service Call:  507-440-0093

507-583-9994
536 Highway 218 S - Blooming Prairie, MN 55917

www.darrickspreferredauto.com

Your Full Service, One - Stop 
 Automotive Repair Shop

“It creates the 
comfort of home. 
People don’t like 
to be crammed 
into a movie theatre.”

Greg Carter
Northwoods Operations 

Manager
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Small Town Business
Small Town Pride
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Small Town Pride

507-356-8324

Mon - Fri: 7:00am - 5:00pm 
Sat: 8:00am - 12:00pm

www.pineislandlumber.com
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Building a better mousetrap

It’s been the struggle for the 
ages. Man vs pest. Man conquers 
pest. Rest of pest’s family returns and 
conquers man.

There’s nothing as unsavory 
as unwanted ants to the picnic, 
mosquitoes disrupting your romantic 
sunset or your early morning trip to the 
pantry to find that a rodent has been 
chowing down on your Lucky Charms. 

There is a made in America company 
that hits even closer to home in the 
war against pests. Your next “better 
mousetrap” could be designed and built 
right here in Ellendale. 

Woodstream Corporation of 
Ellendale has a 60,000-square foot 
building that uses 40,000 square feet 
of manufacturing space and 20,000 
square feet of warehouse space. With 
58 full time people and an additional 50 
or so seasonal workers, this facility runs 
at a fervent hum all year long. 

The workforce runs 24/7 for about 
five months out of the year and this 
time of year, the plant is jumping, 
getting orders out for the spring rush as 
warmer weather brings not only a new 
crop of pests, but a larger demand to fill 
the big box store demands.

The Ellendale plant is one 
of nine plants/distribution centers that 
brandish the Woodstream name with 

other operations set up in Shenzhen 
in China, Rutland in the UK, Brampton 
in Ontario, Canada, Mechanicsburg, 
Pennsylvania, St. Joseph, 
Missouri, Knoxville, Tennessee, Denton, 
Texas, and corporate headquarters in 
Lititz, Pennsylvania. 

The local operation sends out 
about 40 percent of product to 
the final distribution centers in St. 
Joe and Mechanicsburg, while the 
other 60 percent are components 
made at the Ellendale facility. Most of 
the components are shipped to the 
Knoxville or Lititz plant for assembly 
and shipping. 

The building, which has seen plastic 
injections operations for several years 
was purchased from Zareba and North 
Central Plastics in 2010. Woodstream 
still maintains the product line for 
Zareba as well as manufacturing for 
other well-known pet care and pest 
control companies such as Victor, 
Fi-Shock, Perky-Pet, Terro, Rutland 
electric fencing, Red Snap’r, Sweeneys, 
Havahart, ElectroBraid fencing, Dr. T’s, 
and Mosquito Magnet. 

At present, the plant runs 22 molding, 
2 extrusion lines and 10 assembly 
lines.  The man at the pulse of the 
entire operation is Sr. Director of 
Molding Operations, Bryan Haugen, 
who has been with the company since 
2011. Haugen, a central Minnesota 
native now living with his family in 

Waseca, is no stranger to extrusion and 
injection molding plants and comes with 
28 years of experience. 

Back in 1989 he got his start 
at Schwann’s, molding ice cream 
containers in Marshall, Minnesota. 
From there he managed plant 
operations for various companies 
in Fremont, Indiana, (Letica) 
and Kohler, Wisconsin, (Spartech.) and 
Mankato, (Spartech, now 
Poly One Corp.). 

A feature of Woodstream is its vision 
to take new products off the drawing 
board and into production.

“All new items are usually developed 
at our corporate headquarters in 
Lititz,” said Haugen. “We put a lot 
into research and development and 
can usually take a new product to 
production in six months or less.” 

To keep up with industry standards 
and new technology, the company 
is always looking to stay ahead of 
the hoard of evolving pests and 
in addition to inventing a better 
mousetrap, they are also on the 
cutting edge of protecting the pets we 
domesticate, creating better boundaries 
for the animals who need to run, and 
secure housing and feeding for the 
birds.

An international presence right here 
in your own backyard.

By MARK DELAP 
Managing Editor 

The lightest, most durable, longest lasting 
truck fenders, bracket kits, and truck 
accessories in the trucking industry.

Minimizer.com • 800-248-3855 • Blooming Prairie

Specializing in Agricultural
Sprayers & Tractors

507.455.1950

OPEN
24 HOURS

1164 W Frontage Rd
Owatonna

www.deanstowing.com

870 32 Ave. NW, Owatonna
Emergency or on the farm repair

507-455-0388
(After hours 507-455-0483)

Mike’s
Ag & Truck Tire
REPAIR

(507) 413-5559
Your Local Roofing & Siding Specialists

Diaper Drive 
drop off 

locatoins
The Steele County Dia-

per Bank, founded by Owa-
tonna Hospital Foundation 
in 2013, provides a short-
term, limited supply of free 
diapers for needy infants 
and young children living in 
Steele County.  The Foun-
dation, in partnership with 
Owatonna Hospital, part of 
Allina Health, is hosting a 
community Diaper Drive on 
Saturday, June 3 in Owa-
tonna.

“We’re accepting dona-
tions of new, disposable 
diapers from preemie to 
children’s size 7, prefera-
bly in complete unopened 
packages,” said Natalie 
Ginter, director of the Owa-
tonna Hospital Foundation. 
“Financial donations are 
also welcomed as we can 
purchase diapers in bulk at 
discounted prices, so your 
gift can have an even great-
er local impact.”

“Diapers may seem like 
something most people can 
afford but there are no gov-
ernment subsidies or pro-
grams for diapers, and they 
are actually quite expen-

sive,” said Elizabeth Keck, 
social worker and health-
care coordinator at Owa-
tonna Hospital. “I’ve seen 
many parents try to extend 
the life of a diaper because 
they didn’t have the re-
sources to buy more until 
their next paycheck – that 
is where the Steele County 
Diaper Bank can help.”

Drop off your diaper do-
nations at this location:

· Cash Wise Foods
495 W North St., Fri-

day, 11 a.m.-6 p.m. (lunch 
wagon only)

Saturday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
(lunch wagon and Diaper 
Drive)

 All proceeds from the 
lunch wagon benefit the 
Steele County Diaper Bank.

 “This is always a fun 
event for a worthy cause,” 
said Keck. “I know all of the 
families who use the Diaper 
Bank are appreciative. This 
is definitely a community 
initiative, so we appreciate 
the support.”

 For more information, 
visit allinahealth.org/owa-
tonna.

Sobrack takes 
award

Lakes & Prairies Dis-
trict Exchange Division 4 
Director Randy Sobrack, 
and immediate past presi-
dent of the Exchange Club 
of Steele County, shared 
words of appreciation after 
being awarded “Exchange 
of the Year,” during the dis-
trict’s convention awards 
banquet, May 20, at the 

Best Western Holiday 
Lodge in Clear Lake, Iowa.

 The award is presented 
to an individual who has ex-
celled in Exchange during 
the 2016-17 award year It 
includes efforts in member-
ship, leadership, volunteer-
ism and active participation 
in Exchange activities. 

The Exchange Club of 
Owatonna’s Kathy Schro-
eder, who was unable to at-
tend, received an “Exchan-
gite Hall of Fame” award. 

This is given to an individu-
al who has been a member 
of Exchange for a minimum 
of 25 years. 

It is based on the con-
tributions of the individu-
al throughout the 25-plus 
years and includes all as-
pects of Exchange (club, 
district and national). 

The Lakes & Prairies Dis-
trict consists of 22 clubs lo-
cated in Minnesota, Iowa, 
and Omaha, Nebraska.

BUSINESS BRIEFS

Randy Sobrack

• Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
• Spot & Stain Removal
• Deodorizing & Pet Treatment
• Stain Protection
• Commercial & Residential
• Prochem System

  Professionals Provide:
• Expert Workmanship
• Proven Cleaning Methods
• Clean, Ultra-Fresh 
  Carpets & Fabrics
• A Healthier Indoor Environment

Carpet & 
Upholstery  

Cleaning

Serving the Dodge County Area
Call for a FREE ESTIMATE

• Kasson 507-634-6985 
• Dodge Center 507-374-6806
• 1-800-569-1331

Your Local Member of the

Call for free estimates

Your Community Mental Health Center Serving…  
For 50 Years”  WITH “ Providing Positive Direction  

for Life’s Problems since 1964

507-451-2630 • WWW.SCHRC.COM • 610 FLORENCE AVE., OWATONNA, MN 
Outside Owatonna: 800-722-0590; After-Hour Emergencies: 507-455-8100; Offices in Waseca and Kasson

Arkansas native readying ‘Misplaced Magnolia’ in downtown Kasson

Finding the 
values of 
treasures

Appraisal Specialists 
Midwest, the Twin Cities 
foremost qualified personal 
property appraisers will again 
be available during Marigold 
Days in Mantorville this year. 
Bring your cherished heirlooms 
and antiques on Saturday, Sept. 
9 from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m.            

As stated by Bonnie 
Lindberg the “Treasured 
Uncovered event is like a 
antique road show experience” 
and some people who bring a 
item for appraisal stay for the 
rest of the event.

We are located on the North 
side of the Welcome Center 
under the big tent. Specialists 
Bonnie Lindberg, Jim 
Marrinan and Kevin Callahan 
love coming to Mantorville 
for Marigold Days. They 
say “ Mantorville truly is a 
Minnesota treasure”. This is 
a fun and interesting antique 
appraisal show you do not 
want to miss.

Sponsors for the Treasures 

If Jeannine Hensley was ever 
misplaced, she has certainly found her 
spot.

The Kasson resident and Arkansas 
native is establishing Misplaced 
Magnolia Southern Bistro and BBQ, 
in the former Leuthold’s Clothing and 
Shoes building at 107 W. Main St., 
Kasson. 

It’s hoped that the 
restaurant billed as 
“The Mid-South meets 
the Midwest” will 
open in early October.

“And of course the 
magnolia tree only 
grows in the South,” 
Hensley said. “And 
someone, when I first 
moved to Minnesota, 
had called me ‘The 
misplaced magnolia.’ 

So that’s where the name comes from.
“It was kind of a joke: ‘Well, you’re 

just a misplaced magnolia,’” she said. 
“And I immediately thought, ‘Oh my 
gosh, that’s a great name for a restaurant.’ 
Because I knew that I wanted to open the 
southern-themed restaurant up here in 
Minnesota. It clicked, and I liked it and 
I’ve had it written down in a notebook 
for years. So when we got ready to go, I 
just went right back to it.”

Hensley and her husband, Gerry, 
purchased the 1900 building in 2010 and 
began renovating it early this year.

Leuthold’s closed in 2006 after more 
than 140 years in business.

There was flooding in the empty 
building before Hensley came along; 
water pipes burst because the heat had 
been turned off.

The ceiling had been painted black, 
and the paint was flaking off.

“It was pretty dreary,” she said.
A company was hired to sand-blast 

the ceiling, and the Hensleys repainted 
it themselves, bringing out the old, 
exquisite detail.

The couple is removing tile flooring 

from the 1930s, which contained 
asbestos and was partially covered with 
carpeting from the ‘70s, to expose the 
original hardwood floor.

They also found original wiring, from 
the early days of electricity; old clay 
pipes that had to be removed; old plaster 
– the list continues.

“We’re trying to mix the new in with 
the old, and preserve the look of the 
building,” Hensley said. “With a building 
this old, you’ve got layers of old: You’ve 
got the ‘30s, you’ve got the ‘50s, you’ve 
got the ‘60s. You’ve just got to kind of 
chisel down, like an archaeologist, to get 
back to the bones.”

The Hensleys moved to Kasson about 
11 years ago, when Gerry was hired by 
the Mayo Clinic in Rochester. He’s now 
employed by the U.S. Army Reserve.

Their daughter, Lauren, graduated 
from Kasson-Mantorville High School 
in 2014 and is studying at Minnesota 
State University, Mankato.

“This became home, and we love it,” 
Jeannine Hensley said. “We love the 
town of Kasson, specifically. We like 
being in a small town. We love being 
able to walk to everything that we like 
to go to, to the grocery store, to the 

park, to the Fairgrounds, to Main Street. 
We love the school system. In fact, the 
school system is why we picked Kasson. 
Our daughter was only in the third grade 
when we moved to Kasson. 

“We drew a circle around Rochester 
and figured, ‘This is how far we’re going 
to drive,’ and then started what we called 
‘town-shopping,’” she said. “We went to 
all the small towns and looked to see 
what we liked, and then researched the 
school systems, and we picked Kasson 
and we couldn’t be happier.”

It will be nice, she said, for Kasson 
to have another dining option, to add 
variety and keep local dollars in Kasson.

“I think a lot of residents are excited, 
because we’ve had so many people 
just stick their head in the front door 
when they see us, and say, ‘What are 
you doing,’ ‘Oh, we can’t wait,’ ‘Oh, I 
remember when …’ Hensley said.

“I think it’s really important for us 
to start bringing some of these older 
buildings back here on Main Street, 
and not just contributing to the city, but 
contributing to the history.”

Uncover event are Old Rooster 
Antiques Rochester.

Tailgating for 
FFA

Triton FFA Alumni 
Sponsored Tailgate Party.

Come on out for a night of 
fun along with the Triton FFA 
chapter for a tailgate party.

September 22, 4:30-6:30 
p.m. Triton Bus Garage prior 
to football game. Burger Meal 
Provided. Questions Contact:

David Fitzgerald,  507-
951-0296; Robby Gilliland 
-507-272-7788; Sheryl 
Dohrmann- 507-273-7015; 
Tim Marquardt- 507-259-
3329.

SEMAC 
Announces 

Grant 
Application 

Deadline

This activity is made 
possible by the voters of 
Minnesota through grants 

from the Minnesota State Arts 
Board thanks to a legislative 
appropriation from the arts and 
cultural heritage fund.

 The Southeastern 
Minnesota Arts Council 
announces a call for proposals 
in three categories:  Arts and 
Cultural Heritage, Presenter/
Production Assistance, and 
Small Towns/Rural Areas.  All 
proposed projects must begin 
no earlier than December 1, 
2017 and be completed within 
twelve months, culminating 
in a capstone event that is 
accessible and open to the 
public.  Online applications 
will be available throughout 
September with an October 1, 
2017 submission deadline.

 SEMAC, a non-profit arts 
agency, is designated by the 
State of Minnesota Arts Board 
as the regional arts council for 
eleven southeastern Minnesota 
counties:  Dodge, Fillmore, 
Freeborn, Goodhue, Houston, 
Mower, Olmsted, Rice, Steele, 
Wabasha, and Winona.

 For information about the 
grant application process, 
eligibility, or grant writing 
assistance, contact the 

SEMAC office at 2778 D 
Commerce Dr. NW, Rochester, 
MN 55901 or call 507-281-
4848.   Information may also 
be found on our Web site at 
www.semac.org.

Small Towns/
Rural Areas 

Grants

The Small Towns/Rural 
Areas grants offer funding up 
to three thousand dollars to 
qualified applicants located in 
areas of the SEMAC Region 
with populations under 7,500.  
A 20% match is required.

 SEMAC support may be 
used for assistance in activities 
which directly involve the 
creation, performance, 
publication, or exhibition of 
art.  Applicants may include 
arts organizations, government 
entities and public or non-
religious private schools, either 
individually or in cooperation.  
These grants cannot be used 
to cover the costs of school 
residencies.

Southern cooking, 
comin’ up

By RICHARD JOHNSON 
DCI Managing Editor

Jeannine 
Hensley

Business Briefs

Czaplewski Funeral Home 
coming to Kasson

City to Collect 
community input 

at Comprehensive 
Plan Meeting

The City of Kasson is 
updating its Comprehensive 
Plan, which will help set 
the stage for the City’s 
future development, growth 
and public infrastructure 
investment.  

Residents, business 
owners and other community 
members can provide their 
thoughts, opinions, and 
ideas about the plan at a 
community workshop to be 
held from 6 p.m. to 7:30 
p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 1 in 
the commons at Kasson-
Mantorville High School.

The meeting will include 
a short presentation about 
the plans progress followed 
by interactive and fun small 
group exercises.

The City’s Comprehensive 
Plan is a long-range 
document that will identify 
the community’s long-term 
vision, goals, policies, 
strategies and opportunities. 
The ideas and thoughts of 
community members will 
help establish and identify 
future directions the City will 
take in areas such as land 
use, economic development, 
and parks and trails.  

The community meeting 
is part of the second phase 
of the planning process, 
and thus provides an 
opportunity for participants 
to learn about what the 

process has discovered 
about the community to 
this point, and to share 
opinions about the city’s 
strengths, opportunities, and 
challenges for the future.  

See http://www.
cityofkasson.com and click 
on the Kasson Upward 2040 
logo for more information 
about the comprehensive 
plan update.

CEDA Marketing 
in the Morning

You’re invited to join us for 
our Global Entrepreneurship 
Week (GEW) installment of 
Marketing in the Morning on 
Wednesday, November 15 at 
7 a.m.

You will discover the 
importance of press releases 
as a marketing tool for your 
community, business or 
organization. Furthermore, 
you’ll learn the basics of 
constructing and submitting 
an effective press release 
from our knowledgeable 
speaker, Heather Holmes, 
Vice President of Marketing 
for Rochester Area 
Economic Development, Inc. 
(RAEDI) and Project Director 
for Journey to Growth (J2G). 

Heather spent over a 
decade in television news 
and has won numerous 
awards including two Emmy 
nominations for video 
promotion production and 
journalism/storytelling.

As always, the event is 
free to attend and breakfast 
will be provided.

Will be held at the Kasson 
Public Library on Nov. 15 at 
7 a.m. to 8 a.m.

SSC’s New 
Executive Director 
to Start January 1

The Southeast Service 
Cooperative, a Rochester 
based, public not-for-profit 
agency that coordinates 
collaborations among its 
membership of schools 
and local government, 
announced that Steve 
Sallee will become its 
next Executive Director on 
January 1.  

Steve comes to the 
Southeast Service 
Cooperative with thirteen 
years of administrative 
experience, the most 
recent ten years as a 
superintendent of schools.  
He spent six years as the 
Superintendent at the 
LeRoy-Ostrander and 
Southland School Districts, 
and the last four years as 
Superintendent at St. Louis 
County Schools in Northeast 
Minnesota.  Prior to that, 
he spent three years in the 
LeRoy-Ostrander School 
District as a Principal, and 
before that, he taught middle 
school for eight years in 
Ellsworth, Wisconsin.

During his career, Steve 
has proven his strength in 
the areas of developing 
relationships, building 
trust, and being fiscally 
responsible.  As the new 

Executive Director of 
the Southeast Service 
Cooperative, Steve stated 
that his goals are to “to 
help shape and influence 
state and federal education 
agendas, establish 
relationships with local 
government members and 
identify ways to enhance 
service provision, and 
empower leaders through 
high quality professional 
development, services and 
support.”

Steve is 48 years young, 
has been married to his wife, 
Shelly, for 23 years, and 
is Dad to their 12-year-old 
daughter, Riley.  When he 
is not working, he loves to 
spend time outdoors golfing, 
hiking, boating, hunting, 
fishing, and enjoying his lake 
home with his family and 
their three dogs.   

Southeast Service 
Cooperative has operated 
since 1976.  It is a public, 
non-profit cooperative of 
over 100 member schools, 
local governments, and 
non-profits impacting 
over 82,000 students and 
almost 18,000 employees 
in eleven counties to 
mobilize resources 
and add value through 
collaboration. To learn more 
about the Southeast Service 
Cooperative, visit www.ssc.
coop.

Czaplewski Family Funeral Homes, 
with locations in Dodge Center and 
Hayfield, will add another facility in 
Kasson.

The 8,000 square-foot site will 
be located near Kwik Trip, south of 
Highway 14. 

The goal is to open in early April, 
director Paul Czaplewski said. 

“I’ve been looking in Kasson for the 
last five years, and this came up with 
Matt Leth, who owns the property there 
and is developing it,” he said. “And it 
just was a good location for us to look 
at. And it’s going to serve the local area 
with a nice location.

“Kasson’s a growing community,” 
Czaplewski said, “and we just felt it was 

time, and we want 
to offer our services 
to the community. 
I know they won’t 
be disappointed. It’s 
going to be a very 
nice facility.”

He said the new 
funeral home will 
have space for about 

200 visitors, and will 
include a luncheon 

facility, plus Dodge County’s first onsite 
funeral home crematory.

Caskets, vaults and urns will be 
available for sale.

Czaplewski has seven licensed 
morticians, four secretaries, and about 10 
part-time employees.

His son, Ben, is studying mortuary 
science and plans to serve the Kasson, 
Dodge Center and Hayfield facilities.

Paul Czaplewski also owns Ranfranz 
& Vine Funeral Homes in Rochester.

His facility in Brownsdale was sold 
this past summer.

Business Briefs

Paul 
Czaplewski

RICHARD JOHNSON 
Managing Editor

Facility to open in spring, 2018

In Time of Need
We understand that making the many decisions 

which come at a time of loss can be difficult. We offer 
our support by providing you with two options as you 
consider making immediate arrangements.

In Person
Please call us at 507-477-2259 to make arrange-

ments in person with a caring professional.

Online
With online arrangements, you can take your time to 

select the arrangements which are best for your pref-
erences and budget. Explore different options until you 
find those that are right for you.

Shea’s Way

TOO
BIG
TOO SMALL

No job

or

Custom Cabinetry

Jimmy Shea

273-5356
New construction, remodeling and repairs

& Installation LLC
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Nov. 1
10:30 a.m. – Storytime, BP 
Library 

Nov. 2
6:30 p.m. Holiday Dazzle Wine 
& Beer Tasting, Servicemen’s 
Club 

Nov. 6
6 – 10 p.m. – 55+ Driver 
Improvement Program, 
Community Education Room 
at High School 

Nov. 7 
10:30 a.m. – Storytime, BP 
Library 
Noon – 8 p.m. - BP School 
District Operating Levy Vote, 
BP Elementary School Gym 

Nov. 14
1 – 7 p.m. – Red Cross Blood 
Donation Drive, BP High 
School 

ELLENDALE/GENEVA/HOPE
Nov. 1
3:30 p.m. – Com Ed (Kickball) 
Class, Ellendale Elementary 
Gym North 

Nov. 2
4 p.m. – Com Ed (Beginner 
Piano Lessons) Class, NR 
Choir Room 
6:30 p.m. – Turbo Kick 
Exercise, Ellendale 
Elementary Smart Room 

Nov. 6
3:30 p.m. – Com Ed (Scaredy 
Pot) Class, Ellendale 
Cafeteria 
6 p.m. – Band Boosters 
Meeting 
6 p.m. – Com Ed (Acrylic 
Painting) Class, NRHEG HS 

Art Room 

Nov. 7 
1 – 7 p.m. – Red Cross Blood 
Donation Drive, United 
Methodist Church in 
Ellendale 
6 p.m. – Com Ed (Shutterfly) 
Class, NRHEG HS Computer 
Lab 
6:15 p.m. – Com Ed (PIYO 
Live) Class, Ellendale 
Elementary Smart Room 
6:30 p.m. – Karate, Ellendale 
Elementary Gym North 

Nov. 12
11:30 a.m. – 1 p.m. – Turkey 
Dinner, First Lutheran 
Church of Ellendale 

Nov. 1
Noon – 6 p.m. – Red Cross 
Blood Donation Drive, 
St. Joseph’s Church in 
Owatonna 
5:30 p.m. – 50+ Fit and Flex 
Workshop, Sollid Yoga 

Nov. 2
9 a.m. – Jr. History 
Detectives, Steele County 
History Center 
Noon – 6 p.m. – Red Cross 
Blood Donation Drive, 
St. Joseph’s Church in 
Owatonna
5 – 7 p.m. – Pastimes Art & 
Fine Craft Show, Owatonna 
Arts Center 
6 p.m. – Minnesota 
Republican Gubernatorial 
Forum, Owatonna Country 
Club 
6:30 p.m. – History Detectives, 
Steele County History Center 
6:30 p.m. – Family Storytime, 
Owatonna Library 
7 p.m. – Steele County 
Agricultural Society Annual 
Meeting, Community Center 
on Fairgrounds 

Nov. 3
9 a.m. – 4 p.m. – Holiday 
Bazaar, Owatonna Hospital 
9 a.m. – 7 p.m. – Pastimes 
Art & Fine Craft Show, 
Owatonna Arts Center 
Noon – 6 p.m. – Red Cross 
Blood Donation Drive, 
St. Joseph’s Church in 
Owatonna 
The Hunt is On Crafts Shows 

& Store Specials for Deer 
Hunting Opening Weekend

Nov. 4
7:30 a.m. – 2 p.m. – Creative 
Crafts, Our Savior’s 
Lutheran Church in 
Owatonna 
8 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. – Elks 
Annual Craft Sale, Owatonna 
Elks Lodge 
8 a.m. – 2 p.m. – Holiday 
Bazaar, Owatonna Hospital 
8:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. – Annual 
Charity Bazaar, Steele 
County Community Center 
on Fairgrounds 
9 a.m. – 2 p.m. – Fall Craft 
Show, Owatonna Eagles Club 
9 a.m. – 4 p.m. – Pastimes 
Art & Fine Craft Show, 
Owatonna Arts Center 

Nov. 6
11 a.m. – 5 p.m. – Red Cross 
Blood Donation Drive, 
Lowe’s, Owatonna 
6 – 8 p.m. – Owatonna 
Firefighters Relief 
Association Meeting, Fire 
Station 
7 p.m. – AAUW Meeting, 
Trinity Lutheran Church 
Lounge in Owatonna 

Nov. 7 
8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. – Steele 
County Historical Society 
Fall Tour of State Capitol and 
Como Conservatory, Meet at 
History Center 
9:30 & 10:30 a.m. – Storytime, 
Owatonna Library

800-248-3855
www.minimizer.com

Blooming Prairie

Red Cross calls for 
blood donors before 
the holiday season 

With the busy holiday 
season approaching, the 
American Red Cross 
encourages donors to give 
blood now to help ensure a 
sufficient supply for patients 
this winter. 

Between Thanksgiving 
and New Year’s Day, many 
regular donors delay giving 
due to holiday activities and 
travel. This often decreases 
the amount of donated blood 
available for patients. More 
donations are needed in 
the weeks leading up to the 
holidays to help stock the 
shelves for patients. 

Give patients in need 
another reason to be thankful 
– make an appointment to 
give blood. Download the free 
Red Cross Blood Donor App, 
visit redcrossblood.org or call 
1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-
2767). 

There are several 
upcoming blood donation 
opportunities around the area 
in early November: 

Albert Lea – 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. Nov. 3, National Guard 
Armory 

Albert Lea – 11 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Nov. 6, Hy-Vee 

Austin – 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Nov. 1, Mayo Clinic Health 
System 

Austin – 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Nov. 7, Family Video

Blooming Prairie – 1 to 7 
p.m. Nov. 14, BP High School 

Ellendale – 1 to 7 p.m. Nov. 
7, United Methodist Church 

Hayfield – 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Nov. 3, Hayfield High School 

Kasson – 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Nov. 3, Anytime Fitness 

Owatonna – 12 p.m. to 6 
p.m. Nov. 1, 2, 3, St. Joseph’s 
Church 

Owatonna – 11 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Nov. 6, Lowe’s 

Holiday Dazzle 
wine/beer tasting is 
Thursday 

The Holiday Dazzle Wine 
& Beer Tasting will take 
place next Thursday, Nov. 
2 at the Blooming Prairie 
Servicemen’s Club.  This 
event is the kickoff to the 
holiday season.   

Stop at the Blooming 
Prairie Area Chamber of 
Commerce office or J&H 
Liquors to get tickets in 
advance. 

Tickets are $15 in advance 
or $20 at the door.  

This popular event is a 
fundraiser for the Chamber 
to help pay for the upcoming 
Holiday Dazzle and to keep 
the Chamber doors open for 
the rest of the year.  

“Come out and have a 
wonderful evening tasting 
wines, beers, liquors and 
delicious appetizers,” says 
event chair Nancy Farr.

Steele County 
Republicans hosting 
gubernatorial forum 

The Steele County 
Republicans invite the public 
to a Minnesota Republican 
Gubernatorial Forum on 
Thursday, Nov. 2 at the 
Owatonna Country Club. 

The event starts with a 
social hour and meet and 
greet at 6 p.m. Then, the 
debate will kick off at 7 
p.m. featuring Republican 
Gubernatorial Candidates 
Matt Dean, Keith Downey, 
Jeff Johnson, Dave Osmek 
and Phil Parrish. 

State Representative Greg 
Davids is moderating the 
debate, and honorary hosts 
are Sen. John Jasinski, Rep. 
John Petersburg and Rep. 
Brian Daniels. 

Tickets cost $20 in advance 
and $25 at the door if they 
are still available. You can 
register online at www.
steelecountyrepublicans.com. 

Annual meeting of 
the Steele County 
Agricultural Society 

The Steele County 
Agricultural Society will 
have its annual meeting on 
Thursday, Nov. 2 at 7 p.m. in 
the Community Center on 

the fairgrounds in Owatonna. 
The agenda for the meeting 

includes electing directors, 
reorganizing, presentation 
of annual reports, long range 
plans and other business of 
the society. 

Area churches hosting 
Charity Bazaar 

Area churches and 
Rachel’s Light are hosting 
their annual Charity Bazaar 
on Saturday, Nov. 4 from 8:30 
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at the Steele 
County Community Center on 
the fairgrounds in Owatonna. 

The lunch menu includes 
homemade chili, Sloppy 
Joes, pie and desserts. 
Complimentary coffee 
and hot cider will also be 
available. 

Good Shepherd Quilting 
Group, First Lutheran 
Church of Hope, Pontoppidan 
Lutheran Church, St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church of Meriden 
and Rachel’s Light are hosting 
the event. 

Holiday Bazaar coming 
back to Owatonna 
Hospital 

Owatonna Hospital 
Auxiliary is hosting its 55th 
annual Holiday Bazaar on 
Friday, Nov. 3 from 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m. and Saturday, Nov. 4 
from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the 
Owatonna Hospital. 

The event will feature 
various sales and activities 
including bake sale, Santa’s 
Stocking Stuffer Room, 
collective goods sale, new & 
nearly-new sale, sewing sale, 
Pink Pantry Coffee & Gift 
Shoppe. Lunch is available 
both days from 11 a.m. to 1:30 
p.m. 

On Friday and Saturday 
at 10:30 a.m. and 1 p.m., 
there will be two style shows 
featuring clothing and 
accessories from the Pink 
Pantry Coffee & Gift Shoppe. 

This year, a new feature is 
the Holiday Bazaar passport 
where you can receive 
stamps to be eligible for gift 
drawings. 

Proceeds help support 
Owatonna Hospital’s patient 
care mission and provide 
scholarships for students in 
nursing and health-related 
fields. 

Crisis response to be 
featured at AAUW 
meeting 

AAUW Owatonna 
members invite interested 
guests and potential members 
to attend their meeting on 
Nov. 6, at 7 p.m. at Trinity 
Lutheran Church Lounge in 
Owatonna. 

The program for the 
evening will be Crisis 
Response for Southeast 
Minnesota presented by 
Mary Harders and Liz Keck. 
Our speakers will be able to 
tell you how Crisis Response 
can help those in need. They 
will also talk about signs 
of suicide and other mental 
health issues. After listening 
you will be able to lead a loved 
one to help and attention. 

Billy Dankert Band 
coming to Owatonna 

The Concert Club in 
Owatonna 2017-2018 concert 
series continues at Jefts Hall 
at Pillsbury Friday, Nov. 10. 

The amazing night 
of music includes Billy 
Dankert, drummer and 
sometime songwriter for 
Austin Minnesota legends, 
Gear Daddies. In addition to 
contributing several well-
known staples to the Gear 
Daddies albums and live 
shows, Dankert has released 
several solo albums, including 
his newest release Sleep Late, 
which was released in 2016. 

Dankert has been 
Minneapolis based for many 
years, but still has family 
and many friends in his 
hometown of Austin and 
rural Mower and Steele 
counties. He is very excited 
about finally bringing his solo 
music up 218 to Owatonna. 

Trapper Schoepp is an 
American rock band from 
Milwaukee. Trapper Schoepp 
– who’s already crisscrossed 
the country sharing stages 
with fellow travelers like The 
Wallflowers, The Jayhawks 
and The Old 97’s – will be 
back on the road throughout 
2017 in support of their brand 
new release, Bay Beach 
Amusement Park. It’s a rock 
n roll concept album about 
the 125-year-old Bay Beach 
Amusement Park in Green 
Bay - home to Elvis’ favorite 
ride The Zippin Pippin. 

The Owatonna stop is 
part of a limited engagement 
Midwest tour of small venues 
for the Trapper Schoepp Duo. 
The full Trapper Schoepp 
band has played much larger 
stages including opening for 
Tom Petty at Summerfest 
in Milwaukee. Just three 
days after their Owatonnna 
concert, they will headline 
a halftime concert at The 
Milwaukee Bucks 50th 
Anniversary celebration. 

Tickets $14 in advance. 
Table of six, including snacks, 
is $75 while limited supply 
of table seating lasts. All 
tickets purchased in advance 
will have first access to the 
reserved front padded seats. 
Advance tickets available for 
sale at ERA Gillespie Real 
Estate. There will be general 
admission tickets for sale at 
the door for $15. Beer, wine 
and food will be available 
in Jefts Hall throughout the 
night. 

Doors for all Jefts Hall at 
Pillsbury Concerts open at 
6:30 p.m. with music starting 
at 7:30 p.m. To reserve table 
seating text or call 507-390-
4079. 

Ellendale church 
serving Turkey Dinner 

First Lutheran Church in 
Ellendale invites the public 
to a Turkey Dinner and Pie/
Dessert Auction on Sunday, 
Nov. 12 from 11:30 a.m. to 1 
p.m. – or until turkey is gone. 

The menu includes turkey, 
mashed potatoes, gravy, 
stuffing, corn and beverage. 
A free-will offering will be 
accepted. Take-out containers 
are also available for the 
meal. 

Potato Pancake 
Supper coming to 
Claremont 

St. John’s Lutheran 
Church is hosting its 57th 
Annual Potato Pancake 
Supper on Sunday, Nov. 12. 

From 3 to 7 p.m., all-you-
can-eat potato and buttermilk 
pancakes, scrambled eggs, 
sausage, applesauce, milk, 
coffee and water will be 
served. 

Luverne Wanous will 
provide music from 4 to 6 p.m. 

A free-will donation will 
be accepted at the door with 
proceeds going to St. John’s 

cemetery restoration and 
the Steele and Dodge County 
Food Shelves.  

The church is located in 
Havana Township at 4532 SE 
84th Ave. Claremont. 

Exchange Club hosting 
Mayor’s Prayer 
Breakfast 

The Exchange Club of 
Owatonna will host the 
Annual Mayor’s Prayer 
Breakfast on Thursday, Nov. 
16. The buffet breakfast will 
be held at the Owatonna 
Country Club starting at 
7:30 a.m. This year’s speaker 
is former Area Director for 
Young Life, Chuck Jamison. 

Tickets cost $15 and are on 
sale at Kottke’s, Insty Prints 
Owatonna and Owatonna 
City Administration Offices. 
Deadline to purchase tickets 
is Thursday, Nov. 9. 

55+ Driver 
Improvement Program 
coming to BP and 
Owatonna 

The Minnesota Highway 
Safety Center is offering a 55+ 
Driver Improvement Course 
in the area. 

The class is open to the 
public and a pre-registration 
is required. By utilizing the 
most up-to-date research 
in the field, participants 
will be provided the latest 
information in regards to 
driver safety, new laws and 
vehicle technology. 

People age 55 and older 
who complete the course 
qualify for a 10 percent 
discount on their auto 
insurance premiums for three 
years. First time participants 
must complete the initial 
eight hours of training and 
a four-hour refresher class 
every three years to maintain 
the discount. The cost of the 
refresher class is $22.00 and 
the eight-hour class is $26. 

The four-hour refresher 
class will be offered in the 
area on several upcoming 
dates. They include: Blooming 
Prairie on Nov. 6 from 6 p.m. 
to 10 p.m. in the Community 
Education Room at the High 
School; Owatonna on Nov. 15 
from 12:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. in 
the Community Education 
Room at Roosevelt School; 
and Albert Lea on Nov. 20 
from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. at Intego 
Insurance Services, 1206 W. 
Front St.  

The eight-hour first time 
course will be in Albert Lea 
several dates in November. 
They include: Nov. 18 from 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Intego 
Insurance Services, 1206 W. 
Front St. Albert Lea; Nov. 27 
and 28 from 5:30 p.m. to 9:30 
p.m. at Albert Lea Senior 
Center, 1739 W. Main St. 

For more information or to 
register, visit our website at 
www.mnsafetycenter.org or 
call 1(888) 234-1294. 

Don’t miss all the
                 “Better Choices!”

Plan your viewing with the IN FOCUS Program Guide!
Delivered to you monthly • 1 Year Member Subscription $35.

email: MBednar@KSMQ.Org or 507.481.2098

J&H LIQUOR’SJ&H LIQUOR’S
• BAR BINGO: Monday, 6:30 p.m.
•  HOLIDAY DAZZLE WINE & BEER TASTING: Thur., Nov. 2, 6:30-9 p.m. 

Held at the Servicemens Club 
TICKETS: $15 advance/$20 door 
Tickets available at Chamber Office or J&H

340 E. Main St. • Blooming Prairie • 583-7557
ALL EVENT DETAILS AVAILABLE AT J&H LIQUOR’S

BUSINESS FOR SALE:
Need a career change? 
Be your own boss!
Great opportunity to own this hometown bar/off-sale.  
Contact Harvey for details. 

132 2nd Ave NE  | Blooming Prairie, MN
583.6613

Dr. Deborah J Lien
DDS, MBSORTHODONTIC SPECIALIST

GIVE THEM EVERY 
REASON TO SMILE
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these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspaper). 
At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to each 
newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. Please 
do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.
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2x2, 2x4 & 2x8 ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 10/29/2017 South

•  Help students build reading or math skills
•  Serve 5+ hours, every school day (Nov. - June)
•  Get tuition or student loan help for yourself, 

your child or grandchild
•  Full-time positions receive free health insurance

Learn more and apply at:  readingandmath.net
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FREE LIFELINE 
PHONE AND MINUTES
Get a free phone* + 350 minutes, unlimited texts & 
500MB of data each month if you qualify for Lifeline 
Assistance. Apply at www.enroll.accesswireless.com.

* Free phone may be provided by Access Wireless. Access Wireless is a service 
provider for the government-funded Lifeline Assistance program. Lifeline Service 
is provided by i-wireless, LLC, d/b/a Access Wireless, which is an eligible 
telecommunications carrier. Lifeline service is non-transferable. Only one Lifeline 
discount may be received per household. Only eligible customers may enroll in 
the program. Customers who willfully make a false statement in order to obtain 
the Lifeline benefit can be punished by fine or imprisonment, or can be barred 
from the program. Customers must present proper documentation confirming 
eligibility for the Lifeline program. A government-funded Lifeline Assistance Program.

Free Estimates! Call Today
1-800-795-1204
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This week’s Panther of the Week is Dylan 
Schrot. Dylan resides in Ellendale with his 
parents, Casey Boyd and Ryan Schrot. He is 
in Mr. Beynon’s second grade class. 

Dylan shows Panther Pride in a variety of 
ways, but what stands out most with Dylan is 
his positivity, curiosity, and love of learning. 
Dylan is always a top participant in class 
and very eager to learn and share his own 
experiences. He always has a smile on his 
face, and he’s very caring towards his peers.

Dylan loves being at school, building 
things, and helping his dad. His favorite book 
is Cat in the Hat, his favorite movie is Suicide 
Squad, and his favorite food is shrimp. 

NRHEG

NRHEG Elementary- Ellendale

Hunter McFarland

Sponsored by:

of the Week

As we see the colors change outside, it is 
time to start looking at the 2018 Campaign 
Season.  

The battle for the Governor’s race has 
started to heat up on both sides of the aisle.  
Southern Minnesota is in a unique position 
next Thursday to learn a little more from some 
of the candidates vying for the Governor’s slot.  

Steele County Republican Party is hosting 
a Governor’s Forum to learn more from these 
candidates.  This program is open to all; it will 
provide an up close chance to meet five leading 
Republican candidates.

The five leading Republicans running for 
Governor of Minnesota will be participating 
in a forum at the Owatonna Country Club on 
Thursday starting at 6 p.m. for a social hour 
and the forum begins at 7 p.m.  The honorary 
hosts for the evening are Senator John 
Jasinski, Representatives John Petersburg and 
Brian Daniels.

Candidates that have confirmed their 

attendance include Keith Downey, Phillip 
Parrish, Dave Osmek, Jeff Johnson, and Matt 
Dean.   

“As a local party – we want to give this 
district the chance to meet the candidates 
face to face; the social hour at 6 p.m. and the 
forum at 7 p.m. are designed to do just that,” 
said Pam Seaser, Co-Chair of the Party.  State 
Representative Greg Davids will be the emcee. 

To help cover the cost, this is a ticketed 
event.  Advance sale tickets are available 
online at steelecountyrepublicans.com for $20 
or you can get a ticket at the door for $25 if they 
are still available. 

“Educated voters are critical to the success 
of this region and the state of Minnesota. 
We want to do our part to help keep the 
community informed about the candidates 
that are running so that they can make good 
decisions about which one is the right one for 
the state,” said Alex Trunnell, Co-Chair for the 
Party.

Habitat for 
Humanity 
searches 

for holiday 
donations
Habitat for Humanity 

of Steele-Waseca Area is 
searching for donations of 
gently used or new strings of 
holiday lights as well as non-
breakable ball ornaments. 

The strings of lights and 
ornaments will be used for a 
youth event decorating pallet 
trees.

Donations can be dropped off 
at the office 108 West Vine St. in 
Owatonna before Wednesday, 
Nov. 8. Decorated pallet trees 
will be displayed in the Holiday 
Lighted parade on Nov. 30. 

With the busy holiday season 
approaching, the American Red Cross 
encourages donors to give blood now to help 
ensure a sufficient supply for patients this 
winter.

 Between Thanksgiving and New Year’s 
Day, many regular donors delay giving 
due to holiday activities and travel. This 
often decreases the amount of donated 
blood available for patients. More donations 
are needed in the weeks leading up to the 
holidays to help stock the shelves for patients 
like Emily Bratton. After the birth of her 
first child, she received several units of 
blood.

 “I know that my life was saved because 
someone, somewhere, was willing to donate 
their blood,” said Bratton. “There aren’t 
words to describe how incredibly thankful I 
am that people are willing to donate blood to 
help a stranger.”

 Give patients in need another reason to 
be thankful – make an appointment to give 
blood. Download the free Red Cross Blood 
Donor App, visit redcrossblood.org or call 

1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767).
There are several upcoming blood 

donation opportunities around the area in 
early November:

• �Nov. 1- 10 a.m.-4 p.m.: Mayo Clinic Health 
System, Austin

• �Nov. 1 & 2- 12 p.m.-6 p.m.: St. Joseph’s 
Church, Owatonna

• �Nov. 3: St. Joseph’s Church, Owatonna
• �Nov. 3- 8 a.m.-2 p.m.: Hayfield High 

School
• �Nov. 3- 10 a.m.-4 p.m.: Anytime Fitness, 

Kasson
• �Nov. 3- 9 a.m.-3 p.m.: National Guard 

Armory, Albert Lea
• �Nov. 6- 11 a.m.- 5 p.m.: Hy-Vee Foods, 

Albert Lea
• �Nov. 6- 11 a.m.-5 p.m.: Lowe’s, Owatonna
• �Nov. 7- 1 p.m.-7 p.m.: United Methodist 

Church, Ellendale
• �Nov. 7- 11 a.m.-5 p.m.: Family Video, 

Austin
• �Nov. 14- 1-7 p.m.: Blooming Prairie High 

School
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Red Cross calls for 
blood donors before 
the holiday season

 

 

 STAFF PHOTO: HOWARD LESTRUD
Today is a scary day with many little goblins on the loose for trick or treating. This home at 330 SE 
3rd St. in Blooming Prairie was decorated in Halloween splendor. A reminder to be careful driving 
through the neighborhoods on Halloween as many youngsters will be attempting to load up on 
candy or if they’re lucky, possibly some money.

Boo… Happy Halloween!

Governor’s forum set for Thursday in Owatonna

State Representative 
John Petersburg 
(R-Waseca) is encouraging 
constituents to attend an 
upcoming meeting near 
Mankato hosted by the 
Minnesota Department of 
Transportation (MnDOT) 
to discuss state ditch-
mowing policies. 

The event will take place 
on Nov. 14 from 6 to 8 p.m. at 
South Central College, 1920 
Lee Boulevard in North 
Mankato.

Last year, MnDOT 
indicated it planned to 
change its statewide 
permitting standards for 
mowing and baling in 
ditches along Minnesota's 
state roadways. Myriad 
concerns arose over the 
proposed changes and the 
Republican-led legislature 
successfully authored a bill 
placing a moratorium on 
new mowing rules along 
state highways - excluding 
county and township 
roads - until May of 2018. 
This moratorium helped 
to ensure the public and 
key stakeholders had 
ample opportunity to 
provide input regarding 

the changes to permitting 
standards prior to their 
enforcement. Republicans 
pushed for an outright 
ban on new ditch mowing 
regulations, legislation that 
was strongly opposed by the 
Dayton administration. 

"Farmers were 
justifiably angry when 
MnDOT came out with 
these standards, and now 
they have the chance to 
lend their voice to this 
debate. I'm hopeful many 
will travel to Mankato on 
Nov. 14 and do just that," 
Petersburg said.

 The full schedule of 
meetings can be found 
on the MnDOT website 
at:http://www.dot.state.
mn.us/publicinvolvement/
hearings.html. Constituents 
can also submit written 
comments by email by 
filling out a MnDOT 
comment form: http://www.
dot.state.mn.us/mowing/
comments.html. 

Rep. Petersburg 
encouraged anyone with 
questions to contact his 
office for more information 
at 651-296-5368 or rep.john.
petersburg@house.mn.

Rep. Petersburg urges 
farmers to attend MnDOT 

ditch mowing meeting

A one-vehicle rollover in Steele County 
sent one man to the hospital Monday 
morning. 

The crash happened on U.S. Highway 
218 by the Steele County Landfill at about 
6:10 a.m. Joseph Ray Wigham, 29, of Lyle 
was driving a 1999 Nissan Pathfinder when 
it slid across the southbound lane into the 
west ditch and rolled, according to the State 
Patrol.

Gold Cross Ambulance transported 
Wigham to Owatonna hospital with non-life 
threatening injuries. 

The State Patrol said Wigham was 
not wearing his seat belt. No alcohol was 
involved. The road conditions were wet at the 
time.  

Assisting the patrol at the crash were 
Blooming Prairie Fire Department and 
Steele County Sheriff’s Office.

Rollover sends one to hospital



7596 NW 40th St. Owatonna • www.ColesElectric.com

Whether you own a home or a business, expert 
wiring is crucial to your safety and comfort. When 
you need the best in wiring, call on the qualified, 

licensed electricians at Cole’s Electric, Inc.

256•4712
Geneva, MN24 hour service for all your

plumbing & heating needs

We’ll treat your home as
if it were our own.

RegisteredShowroom

217 13th St NE • Owatonna

507-475-2383

Deming  
Home Inspections

ssdeming@charter.net

Based out of Owatonna.  
I service southern Minnesota.  

Buyers and sellers alike will feel  
at ease in a home that has 

 been thoroughly inspected.
 

Get a thorough,  
professional opinion  

My goal is to make your home safe and provide 
the buyer/seller a sense of satisfaction  

in buying/selling their home.

Let me inspect your home today!
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121 W. Broadway St.
Owatonna

Mike Bishman
507-451-0193

507-446-8415
3127 S County Road 45  •  Owatonna

COMMERCIAL  •  RESIDENTIAL  •  INDUSTRIAL • AGRICULTURAL

POWER to YOUR 
home improvement DREAMS.

Sales • Service • Rentals

800 - 722 - 1282 www.garlickswater.com

1 8 8 0  A u s t i n  R o a d ,  S u i t e  1  •  O w a t o n n a
w w w. o w a to n n a r e a l e s ta te . c o m

507-451-7355

Advantage Real Estate

No tim
e to

 remodel? 

Sell i
t w

ith
 us!

408 N Cedar Ave, Owatonna
www.owatonna-heating.net

Your Fall heating 
tune up experts. 

10 11 12

• Free Consultation
• Free Installation
• Gift Certificates Available

For all Budgets

www.budgetblinds.com

toll free 
877-373-8535

Window Treatments

A simpler way to shop
7 8 9

5 64

1 2 3

OWATONNA
 FLOOR COVERING & MIRROR

 Custom Orders  •  Guaranteed Service
Free In-Home Estimates  •  Professional Installation

CARPET  •  LAMINATE  •  VINYL HARDWOOD  •  CERAMIC

       146 West Broadway, Owatonna
                       (507) 451-1169
                 Mon-Fri 10:00 am - 5:30 pm
                      Sat 9:00 am - 2:00 pm

HOME IMPROVEMENTSFall
YOUR GUIDE TO

10

11 12

7

95

6

41 2

Please visit these sponsors for all your Fall home maintainence and home improvements needs
8

3
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Blooming on the Prairie
for a century and a half! Proud sponsor of

BP’s 150th year!

Unknown Banner
OWATONNA   Hours: M. - Th. 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. • Fri. 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. • Sat. 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.

People you know! Cars you’ll like! Prices you’ll LOVE!
1150 Hoffman Drive • Owatonna • 507-446-9218

www.cartimeofowatonna.com

People you know! Cars you’ll like! Prices you’ll LOVE!
1150 Hoffman Drive, Owatonna • 507-446-9218 

Service Center • 507-774-9533
w w w. c a r t i m e o f o w a t o n n a . c o m

OWATONNA   Hours: M. - Th. 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. • Fri. 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. • Sat. 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.

People you know! Cars you’ll like! Prices you’ll LOVE!
1150 Hoffman Drive • Owatonna • 507-446-9218

www.cartimeofowatonna.com
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Your 
Local 

Roofing 
& Siding 

Specialists (507) 

413-5559

Our commitment 
and our passion 

continually deliver 

excellence!



Known for flash flooding, the 
Dobbins Creek subwatershed 
could see significant water-qual-
ity progress with more cover 
crops and less tillage on its farm 
fields, according to a new study.

Stormwater flow likely would 
be reduced by 30 percent in the 
Dobbins subwatershed that en-
ters the Cedar River in Austin 
with best-management prac-
tices implemented in critical 
areas along with 30 percent of 
its farmland getting year-round 
vegetative cover, includ-
ing crops, cover crops and 
post-harvesting residue, 
the study says.

This week, Jim Solstad, 
a retired state modeling 
hydrologist, presented the 
Cedar River Watershed 
District staff with the re-
sults of his study that in-
cluded work on the Dob-
bins subwatershed.

With the findings, local 
staff now can see a realis-
tic scenario in which ag-
ricultural economics and 
water-resource improve-
ments can go together, 
CRWD administrator Jus-
tin Hanson said.

“This shows that a 
combination of conser-
vation and water-reten-
tion projects along with 
cover crops and reduced 
tillage is the recipe for success 
in our watershed,” Hanson said. 
“That’s not only going to be ef-

fective for water quality but also 
have a dramatic effect on water 
quantity.”

Modeling in the study – fund-
ed by a state Clean Water Legacy 
grant – analyzed land-manage-
ment practices particularly for 
how much each practice could 
offer for stormwater flow re-
duction. Much of the sediment 
runoff in Dobbins is caused by 
high flows.

Ideally, best management 
practices on Dobbins’ ag land 

would include water-and-sed-
iment-control basins; grassed 
waterways; and vegetative 

buffers. The study found these 
practices are effective individ-
ually but don’t achieve enough 
collectively to reach CRWD’s 
goals, such as reducing storm-
water flows by 20 percent in the 
entire watershed district. That’s 
why it recommends incorporat-
ing cover crops and other soil-
health practices, such as strip 
tillage, on at least 30 percent of 
Dobbins’ farm fields.

Cover crops and soil-health 
practices – such as minimal 

or no tillage – can help 
reduce soil erosion and 
stormwater runoff; in-
crease stormwater infil-
tration in fields; and keep 
excess nutrients from 
leaving the soil, among 
other benefits. Cover 
cropping involves plant-
ing a second, unharvested 
crop in coordination with 
regular cash crops, such 
as corn and soybeans.

The study considered 
current land conditions 
along with practices be-
ing done by landowners 
in Dobbins while only 
looking at practices that 
would be realistic and a 
good fit for the local wa-
tershed.

“We didn’t want to in-
clude a bunch of practic-
es that a landowner most 

likely wouldn’t want to do on 
their land and would skew the 
data,” Hanson said. “We wanted 
something realistic.”

Dobbins Creek – listed by the 
state as “impaired” for aquatic 
life and turbidity (cloudiness) 
– has north and south branches 
converging at Austin’s Jay C. 
Hormel Nature Center. A large 
dam on it forms East Side Lake 
before it flows into the Cedar 
River.

Overall, the Dobbins subwa-
tershed totals more than 25,700 
acres. About 71 percent of those 
acres are used for intensively 
farmed row crop ag land, with 
most being prime farmland that 
continuously produces high-
grain yields.

Dobbins has a terrain that, 
along with current land-manage-

ment practices, does not offer 
much for natural water storage 
and leads to its tendency to flash 
flood, Hanson said. Local staff 
want to connect with landown-
ers and ag producers interested 

in cover crops and other soil-
health practices, he added, as 
CRWD expects this year to have 
funding in place for cost-share 
assistance.

CRWD is highly focused on 

Dobbins, especially through its 
nearly $8.4 million, five-year 
Capital Improvement Project 
initiative launched in 2016 to 
improve water quality by con-
structing 25 water-retention 

structures on farm fields, mostly 
in upland or headwater areas. A 
large majority of the projects are 
planned for the Dobbins subwa-
tershed.

In 2014, CRWD also launched 

a $2.1 million project mainly 
funded by the state to partner 
with the University of Minne-
sota in implementing projects in 
the Dobbins subwatershed while 
also conducting extensive test-
ing for water quality and aquatic 
life. A $1.5 million state grant 
enabled CRWD to implement a 
full suite of projects that fit near-
ly any landscape.

Under that project, CRWD 
has taken a “treatment train ap-
proach” that has involved ad-
dressing upland field erosion; 
holding water and sediment 
before entering Dobbins; treat-
ing nutrients between the fields 
and creek; stabilizing eroding 
streambanks; and restoring crit-
ical in-channel features that sup-
port aquatic life.

Last month, CRWD-Mower 
Soil & Water Conservation Dis-
trict also announced a three-year 
research project involving sever-
al dozen plots on Mower County 
farms – about half in the Cedar 
River Watershed – to provide 
better soil-health data to support 
ag operations and practices ben-
efiting the environment. Funded 
by a $98,000 grant from The 
Hormel

By JUSTIN HANSON
Mower SWCD
 

FARM
LIVINGPLUS

YOUR AGRI
CONNECTION

www.steeledodgenews.com

Call Dallas for all your Drainage Needs!
507-451-2873
Toll-Free 1-855-298-2568

We can also help you with:
• Aggregate Products • Hauling
• Waterway Cleaning • Septic
• All Excavation Projects

Let Us Put A Drainage Project Like This 
On Your Farm

41 Years
in Business!

Excavation & Drainage, Inc.

LOKEN

3695 Hoffman Drive NW • Owatonna • loken@qwestoffice.net

Organic I  Non-GMO  I  Identiy Preserved

Contact us for Crop Planning & Crop Programs

■ IP, Non-GMO and Organic Soybeans

■ IP and Organic Corn

■ Organic Feed Inputs

■ Conventional Grains

■ Agronomy Inputs

CURRENTLY CONTRACTING SOYBEAN & CORN ACRES
Delivery locations in Hope, Blooming Prairie & Ellendale, MN. Contracts with year-round delivery.

Contact SunOpta for all your grain marketing needs. 

PHONE: 507-451-4724 • TOLL-FREE: 1-800-342-6976 • EMAIL: GROWER@SUNOPTA.COM

Minnesota Crop Report

Wintry conditions arrived in Minnesota during the week 
ending October 29, 2017, but despite the weather, farmers 
were able to harvest nearly one-quarter of the corn for grain 
acreage according to USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics 
Service. Farmers took advantage of the 4.8 days suitable for 
fieldwork almost finishing harvest of potatoes, soybeans and 
sugarbeets. Other field activities for the week included ditch 
and fence maintenance, fertilizer and manure application, and 
fall tillage.

Topsoil moisture supplies rated 0 percent very short, 6 per-
cent short, 78 percent adequate and 16 percent surplus. Sub-
soil moisture supplies rated 1 percent very short, 6 percent 
short, 81 percent adequate and 12 percent surplus.

Corn for grain harvest was in full swing at 38 percent com-
plete, 15 days behind the 5-year average and 12 days behind 
last year. Corn moisture content of grain at harvest averaged 
20 percent. Corn condition rated 82 percent good to excellent. 
Ninety-five percent of the soybean acreage had been harvest-
ed.

Advancing 28 percentage points from the previous week, 
79 percent of the sunflower acreage was harvested. Potato 
harvest was 97 percent complete. Sugarbeets were 98 percent 
lifted surpassing last year’s and the average pace. Pasture 
condition rated 47percent good to excellent.

Cover crops, less tillage key to local water goals
Realistic soil-health strategy could reduce storm flows by 30% in Dobbins

Submitted photos

CRWD staff check flooding in September 2016 of the 250th Street bridge over the North Branch of 
Dobbins Creek in Red Rock Township, south of Brownsdale. The creek’s watershed is prone to flash 
flooding.

What is a fair and profitable 
farm rental agreement?
Informational meetings set across 
region about farm rental rates

If you’re wondering what is 
a fair and profitable farm rent-
al agreement, the University of 
Minnesota Extension has the 
perfect opportunity for you to 
find out.

Landlords, farmers, agri-busi-
ness professionals should make 
plans to attend one of the in-
formative meetings being held 
across Minnesota. These free 
meetings are being provided by 
the U of M. Farm land rental 
rates have started to lower as 
corn and soybean prices have 
continued to lower in 2017. De-
termining a fair farm rent agree-
ment is a challenge in today’s 
economy with current signifi-
cantly lower corn and soybeans 
prices in 2017 compared to re-
cent record corn and soybean 
prices and record farm land val-
ues.

Negotiating a fair rental 
agreement that satisfies the land 
owner and the farmer is a chal-
lenge. David Bau and Nathan 
Hulinsky, extension educators 
in ag business management, will 
provide several ways: by exam-
ples, factsheets and worksheets 
to determine a fair farm land 
rental rate for both parties.

Topics covered at the meet-
ings will include local historic 
and projected farmland rental 
rate trends, current farm land 

values and sales, a worksheet 
that will help determine a fair 
rental agreement. Input costs 
for 2018 will be presented along 
with current 2018 corn and soy-
bean prices. Worksheets will 
examine 2018 costs and what is 
affordable rent that a farmer will 
be able to pay in 2018, the rate 
of return to the landlord at cur-
rent market values and examine 
flexible rental agreements.

Make plans to attend one of 
these meetings now. Attendees 
will receive several informative 
worksheets and factsheets that 
will help to determine what is a 
fair 2018 farm land rental rate is.

Here are some of the meet-
ings scheduled across south-
eastern Minnesota:

•Nov. 15 - 1:30 p.m. 
UCR-Heintz Center, Room 
HB117, 1926 College View 

Road SE, Rochester. 
•Nov. 17 - 9:30 a.m. 
Fairlane Community, 

Freeborn County Fairgrounds, 
Albert Lea.

•Nov. 30 - 1 p.m.
Steele County Community Cen-
ter, 1380 S. Elm St., Owatonna.

•Dec. 14 - 9:30 a.m. 
and 1:30 p.m.

UCR-Heintz Center, Room 
HB117, 1926 College View 

Road SE, Rochester.

Dobbins Creek Watershed
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Open Monday & Thursday till 8 p.m.
Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday till 5 p.m.
Saturday till 3 p.m.

507-256-7258

101 North Central Ave • Geneva, MN

www.sorensonsappliance.com

Mary
Kittleson

NFDA Certified
Pre-Planning
Consultant

• Personalized Pre-Arrangement
• PreFunding 
• Purple Cross Plans
• Continuing Care
• Grief Support Resources

418 Hwy Ave. S. • Blooming Prairie, MN
 (507) 583-7561

Blooming Prairie
Public Utilities

(507) 583-6683
Blooming Prairie, MN

1180 Frontage Rd. E, 
Owatonna, MN

507-455-9551 
OwatonnaGranite.com

Visit all of  these advertisers from their ads on our website: www.steeledodgenews.com

CLUES ACROSS
   1. Elephant’s name
  6. Support
 10. Mures River city
 14. Bastard wing
 15. One was named Desire
 17. PGA Tournament prize
 19. A way to leave unchanged
 20. Unchangeable computer 

memory
 21. Harangues
 22. 6th Hebrew letter
 23. Well informed
 24. Turfs
 26. In a way, obeyed
 29. Lawyers group
 31. Increases motor speed
 32. Political action committee
 34. Light pokes
 35. Struck down
 37. Central Philippine Island
 38. Japanese sash
 39. Afresh
 40. Bluish green
 41. Inspire with love
 43. Without (French)
 45. Counterbalance container 

to obtain net weight
 46. Express pleasure
 47. Cheap wine (Br.)
 49. Signing

 50. ___ compilation, compiling 
computer language

 53. Have surgery
 57. Being trompe-l’oeil
 58. Extremely mad
 59. Day
 60. Small coin (French)
 61. Snatched

 CLUES DOWN
   1. Cry
  2. Wings
  3. Baseball play
  4. Flower petals
  5. Drive against
  6. Velikaya River city
  7. A single unit in a collection
  8. Stray
  9. Bring back
 10. Repented
 11. Receipt (abbr.)
 12. Expresses pleasure
 13. Not wet
 16. In a way, takes off
 18. Macaws genus
 22. “Fast Five” star’s initials
 23. Sharpen a knife
 24. Oral polio vaccine devel-

oper
 25. Former CIA
 27. Fencing swords

 28. Aba ____ Honeymoon
 29. Bustle
 30. Minor
 31. Propel a boat
 33. Passage with access only at 

one end
 35. Underwater airways
 36. Small, slight
 37. Box (abbr.)
 39. __ Blake, actress

 42. Repents
 43. Merchandising
 44. Exclamation of surprise
 46. With fireplace residue
 47. A small lake
 48. Bait
 49. Tip of Aleutian Islands
 50. K____: watercraft (alt. sp.)
 51. Norse variant of “often”
 52. Adolescent
 53. Visual metaphor (Comput-

ers)
 54. River in Spanish
 55. Cowboy Carson
 56. Powerful gun lobby

WEEKLY CROSSWORD - 
ANSWERS ON PG. A4

Let’s  get you movin!
Jennifer Walsh

507-438-6676
email: jenwalsh@kw.com

web: jenwalsh.kw.com
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Southern Minnesota Initiative 
Foundation (SMIF) is seeking 
applications for its Early Childhood 
Grants. 

Grants up to $20,000 are available 
to independent 501(c)(3) organizations, 
units of government or public agencies 
in SMIF’s 20-county region.

Applications must demonstrate how 
the grant funds will support asset-based 
collaborative approaches to meeting 
the needs of children birth to age 5 and 
their families. The following areas are 
eligible for grant funding:

 
• �Social and Emotional Development: 

Build social emotional skills in 
children through education and 
prevention or by training and 
educating parents, caregivers, and 
teachers.

 
• �Pre-K to Grade 3 Alignment: 

Community-wide approaches to 
coordination among standards, 
curricula, instructional practices, 
student assessment, and teacher 
professional development between 
the preschool and the early 
elementary school years.

 
• �School Readiness: Give all children 

access to opportunities that 
promote school readiness including 
closing the achievement gap for at-
risk children.

 
Applications are due Dec. 11 at 4 p.m. 

Visit www.smifoundation.org/ecgrants 
for full guidelines and application.

For questions on what SMIF might 
fund please contact Teri Steckelberg, 
Early Childhood Director, at teris@
smifoundation.org or 507-214-7015.

For questions about the application 
process or required documentation 
please contact Jennifer Heien, 
Grants Coordinator, at jenniferh@
smifoundation.org or 507-214-7040.

Early childhood 
grants available 

from SMIF
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CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE
DODGE COUNTY

Subscribe for the full newspaper online

507-634-7503

Dodge County 
Independent

Dodge County 
ADvantage

Steele County Times

3-WEEK SPECIAL: $32
BUY TWO WEEKS, GET THE THIRD FREE
UP TO 20 WORDS; 10¢ FOR EACH WORD AFTER

REACH OVER 17,000 IN 
OVER 12 COMMUNITIES

Classifieds
To place an ad: Call: 507-583-4431, E-mail: bptimes@frontiernet.net, Mail: P.O. Box 247, Blooming Prairie, MN 55917

$500 Hire Bonus! 
Immediate openings for Direct Care Staff 
for 4 bed group home in West Concord.  

▶PT AM, PT PM and Float positions available.  
▶Must have current MN drivers lilcense and 

pass background check.  
▶Paid training provided! 
▶AM’s/Floats:  $10.00 – $10.50
▶PM’s:  $11.00 - $11.50

CALL HEIDI OR KARLA AT 507-527-2456 
OR APPLY AT 205 SOUTHVIEW STREET, 

WEST CONCORD.  
“EOE”

Kasson-Mantorville 
school

Please complete an application on-line at
 www.komets.k12.mn.us 
and include a resume, application 

letter and reference letters.

IS SEEKING A FULL-TIME 
EVENING CLEANER

Cleary Building Corp.

MINI STORAGE
New Building

Large Units Now Available

10 x 24....$70.00/month

Weekday hours:

8-12:00 & 1-5 p.m.
Saturday hours:

8-12:00

Excellent Location
At Cleary Building Corp.

702 7th St. Circle SE
Kasson, MN

(507)634-6640

ELLENDALE MUNICIPAL
LIQUOR STORE 

HIRING
Part-time Cook. 

Must be available nights and weekends. 

Starting Pay is $11.20 per hour

Full job description and application can be 
obtained at Municipal Liquor Store

ELLENDALE MUNICIPAL
LIQUOR STORE 

HIRING
Part-time Bartender. 

Must be available nights and weekends. 

Starting Pay is $12.00 per hour

Full job description and application can be 
obtained at Municipal Liquor Store

PLEASE READ ALL COPY CAREFULLY. CHECK SPELLING AND PHONE NUMBERS. 
Once proof is approved SNG Ad Factory and its affiliates will not be responsible for incorrect copy or layout. 

Please submit any changes through adtracker.qconline.com

CUSTOMER: THE DIVINE HOUSE PROOF TIME 9/21/2017 11:00:24 AM
REP ID: RO046 FIRST RUN: 09/22/17

SIZE:   3X3
RO-223062

THE DAILY JOURNAL - Kankakee, IL
POST-BULLETIN - Rochester, MN

THE TIMES - Ottawa, IL

Fourth Avenue Homes, Inc. (FAHI)

Rochester and Mantorville Locations
We are dedicated to delivering quality care and services within 

our homes. This is where you can come in to help make a 
difference in someone’s life while enjoying the work you do.

FAHI is seeking applicants for part-time positions. 
Positions require every other weekend. EOE

Please apply online at 
www.divinehouse.org/fourth-ave/ 

then click on the orange 
“Employment” box

For additional information call 
Mindy (320) (507)429-8962046

Mantorville Locations 
We are dedicated to delivering quality care and services within 

our homes. This is where you can come in to help make a  
difference in someone’s life while enjoying the work you do. 

FAHI is seeking applicant for a Program Coordinator position.  
Program coordinator will be responsible to oversee  

the day to day activities of the house. EOE

Fourth Avenue Homes, Inc. (FAHI)

Rochester and Mantorville Locations
We are dedicated to delivering quality care and services within 

our homes. This is where you can come in to help make a 
difference in someone’s life while enjoying the work you do.

FAHI is seeking applicants for part-time positions. 
Positions require every other weekend. EOE

Please apply online at 
www.divinehouse.org/fourth-ave/ 

then click on the orange 
“Employment” box

For additional information call 
Mindy (320) (507)429-8962

800 5th Ave. NW
Kasson

DINING & RESIDENT 
ASSISTANTS NEEDED

EOE.

•Variety of RA shifts available:
•(4:30 - 8:30 p.m. • 2 - 10 p.m.)

•Dining Assistants Needed:
•(FT Position 7 a.m. - 2 p.m.)

•Competitive Pay/Compensate For Experience

•Apply to: www.oxfordmgmt.com/careers

800 5th Ave. NW
Kasson

PT COOK: 11-7 (WILL TRAIN)
PT WAITSTAFF: 11-2 OR 4-7

RESIDENT ASSISTANTS: DAY/EVE SHIFTS

EOE.

•Competitive Pay/Compensate For Experience
•Apply to: www.oxfordmgmt.com/careers

RDM OF MINNESOTA 
IS CURRENTLY SEEKING 

1ST OR 2ND SHIFT WELDERS 
AND A LASER TECHNICIAN

Pay based 
on experience 

and 
performance.

Please send resumes to 
receptionist@rdmofmncom or stop in and apply 

at 703 1st Ave SE Dodge Center, MN 55927; 
507-374-2670 ext. 101

CDL driver over the road dryer van. 
Driver benefits included. Paid holidays, 
vacation pay, and 401K health plan.

Krueger Trucking
Austin, MN
1-800-634-3317

Serving Your Buying 

and Selling Needs! 

BOBREMKER 
ex 

507-363-9275 Cell 
bremker@gmail.com 

EMPLOYMENT
Looking for part-time help 
milking in a parlor. Call 507-
634-4308. 42tfc

WANTED
Crop land to rent. Paul & 
David Stanton Farms are 
looking to expand existing 
corn and soybean operation 
in Hayfield and surround-
ing area. Call Paul Stanton 
aT 507-951-0914 or Da-
vid Stanton 507-951-0915. 
  46tfc

FOR SALE
If you or a loved one have 
taken Xarelto and suffered 
any serious side effects, call 
507-573-4430 to speak with 
a lawyer. You may be entitled 
to compensation.  tfc
GRAB AND GO BOKAYS for 
$9.99. Free Delivery, in town, 
Owatonna. Call for delivery 
507-451-7673. cedarfloralde-
signstudio.com email: cedar-
floral.com The right arrange-
ment for all occasions.  1tfc
Honeycrisp apples: #2 Hon-
eycrisp 1/2 bushel $10.00; 
#1 Honeycrisp 1/2 bush-
el $16.00; #1 Honeycrisp 1 
bushel $35.00; #1 Honey-
crisp $1.50/lb.; other variet-
ies available $1.00 lb. Witzel 
Farm and Garden, 65035 
250th Ave., Kasson. 634-
4224. 45-46c;47nc
2012 Artic Cat XF 1100 Lim-
ited edition snow pro, color 
white/orange/black, custom 
bumper, windshield bag, 
tunnel bag, 2873 miles, 
new sport cover. Like new 
$5,500.00. Serious buyers 
only: 507-273-4361.  44tfc
2007 Chevrolet Tahoe, 
Bermuda Blue, 4 WD, 350 
CI, excellent gray cloth 
interior, 174,000 miles. 
Very clean! $9,999.00. 
George @ 507-269-9870. 
  46,47,48p

FOR RENT
KASSON, 1 BR apt, laundry 
on-site, off street parking, 
heat included, must be 62+ 
or handicapped/disabled, 
rent based on income, equal 
housing opportunity, call 507-
634-4188.  42tfc
1 bdrm apt., NS/NP, avail. 
Nov. 1st $600.00 mo. plus 
deposit. Call Sally @ 507-
273-9244.  44tfc
Apartments for rent, 1, 2 & 
3 BR, gas & elec. Included. 
507-273-7386.  44tfc
Hayfield, 1 BR apt, laundry 
on-site, off street parking, 
heat included, must be 62+ 
or handicapped/disabled, 
rent based on income, Equal 
Housing Opportunity, Call 
507-477-2316  42tfc 
KASSON, 1 BR apt, laundry 
on-site, off street parking, 
heat included, must be 62+ 
or handicapped/disabled, 
rent based on income, equal 
housing opportunity, call 507-
634-4188.  42tfc
Hayfield- For Rent- Great 
Western apartments. 1 & 
3 bedroom apartments in-
cludes; all utilities, laundry 
on site, available immedi-
ately. Call (507)796-0152 or 
(701)330-9788.  46,47,48p

STUDENT EMPLOYMENT
Caleb’s Pet Sitting, Cats & 
Dogs, please call me at 507- 
634 -7907.  33tfc

SERVICES
HAMM’S WELDING - All 
types, aluminum, stainless 
steel, cast iron, fabrication 
work and repairs. HAMM’S 
WELDING, 528-2524, rural 
Claremont.  9tfc
Dodge County Printing, wed-
ding invitations, bumper 
stick ers, graduation invita-
tions, pens, can holders, 
letter heads, envelopes, 
business cards, carbon-less 
forms, computer stationery. 
Ask about other items avail-
able, 507-634-2661.  33tfp
Have you taken lnvokana and 
suffered any serious side ef-
fects? Call 507-573-4551 to 
speak with a lawyer. You may 
be entitled to compensation.  
 tfc

The regular meeting of the 
Board of Commissioners 
of Southeastern Minnesota 
Multi-County Housing and 
Redevelopment Authority 
(SEMMCHRA) will be held 
at the SEMMCHRA Main Of-
fice, 134 East Second Street, 
Wabasha, MN 55981 on 
Wednesday, November 15, 
2017 at 10:00 a.m. The public 
is welcome to attend.  46p

MISCELLANEOUS

                                     Week of October 29, 2017             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

RAILROAD 
VEGETATION CONTROL:

Full-time traveling opportunity starting 
in January 2018, 60-80 hours/week, $13-
$15/hour starting, meal allowance, paid 
lodging, health/dental, 401(k) & Paid 
time off. RAW, Inc. in Cooperstown, ND. 
888/700.0292 info@rawapplicators.com
w w w . r a w a p p l i c a t o r s . c o m

LINSMEIER TRUCKING
A MN based company is now hiring 
Owner Operators to pull hopper 
bottom in the upper Midwest. Home 
weekends. Call 320/382-6644

LOSING SOYBEAN YIELD 
to white mold? New EPA registered 
seed treatment available. Ask for Heads 
Up® seed treatment. Call 866/368-9306 
or view data at www.headsupst.com

CONTRACT SALESPERSON 
Selling Aerial photography of farms 
on commission basis. $4,225.00 fi rst 
month guarantee. $1,500-$3,500 weekly 
proven earnings. Travel required. More 
info msphotosd.com or 877/882-3566

SAWMILLS 
from only $4,397.00 Make & save 
money with your own bandmill. Cut 
lumber any dimension. In stock, ready 
to ship! Free Info/DVD: 800/578-1363 
Ext.300N www.NorwoodSawmills.com

STOP OVERPAYING 
FOR YOUR PRESCRIPTIONS! 

Save! Call our licensed Canadian & Inter-
national pharmacy, compare prices & get 
$25.00 OFF your fi rst prescription! Call 
877/210-2257 Promo Code: CDC201725 

A PLACE FOR MOM 
The nation’s largest senior living 
referral service. Contact our trusted, 
local experts today! Our service is 
free/no obligation. Call 844/347-2104

GOT KNEE PAIN? 
Back Pain? Shoulder Pain? Get a 
pain-relieving brace - little or no 
cost to you. Medicare patients call 
health hotline now! 800/755-6807

DONATE YOUR CAR 
truck or boat to Heritage For The 
Blind. Free 3-day vacation, tax 
deductible, free towing, all paper-
work taken care of 800/439-1735

DISH NETWORK 
190+ channels. Free install. Free hopper 
HD-DVR. $49.99/month (24 mos.) Add 
high speed internet - $14.95 (where avail.) 
Call today & save 25%! 855/562-4309

MISCELLANEOUSBUSINESS OPPORTUNITYEMPLOYMENT

HELP WANTED - DRIVERS

FEED/SEEDS/GRAINS

MISCELLANEOUS

ONLY $279 to reach a statewide audience
of 3 million readers!!! 1-800-279-2979

Classifieds 
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BIRTHS
Steele County

April 2017

Artemis Jack Riffe, Parents: 
Katy and Nicholas, April 1. 
Dominyk Zander Rosendahl, 
Parents: Harleigh and Keith, 
April 1. 
Elsie LuAnn Kampa, Parents: 
Megan and Kyle, April 5. 
Annalyn Renata Emmans, 
Parents: Bethany Butler and 
Matthew Emmans, April 6. 
Victoria Grace Callahan, Par-
ents: Nicole and Alan, April 7. 
Makenna Brooklynn Schultz, 

Parents: Amanda and Jere-
myas, April 7. 
June Marie Anne Schlichter, 
Parents: Sheana and Corey, 
April 8. 
Jonas Scott Hensley, Parents: 
Miranda and Kellie, April 11. 
Lennon James Guse, Parents: 
Paulina and Brandon, April 11. 
Ellie Marie Malmquist, Par-
ents: Anne and Justin, April 11. 
Veronica Cruz, Parents: Jessi-
ca and Victor, April 12. 
Gabriel Paul Schmidt, Parents: 
Traci and Matthew, April 16. 
Reagan Alma Neseth, Par-
ents: Elizabeth and Brandon, 
April 16. 
Rose Arlene Roddy, Parents: 
Laura and Matthew, April 17. 

Oliver Matthew Eiler, Parents: 
Fawn and Kevin, April 18. 
Lina Jean Berry, Parents: Sar-
ah and Paul, April 18. 
Waylon Todd Jeno, Parents: 
Jennifer and Brandon, April 18. 
Treyven Lawrence Bailey, Par-
ent: Stacy, April 18. 
Josiah Xavian Colunga, 
Parents: Ada Luna and Jesus 
Gomez, April 25. 
Sharlotte Renae Bishop, 
Parents: Joan and Dennis, 
April 29. 
Augustine Michael Malecha, 
Parents: Megan and Kevin, 
April 30. 

DEATHS
Steele County

April 2017

Sharron Lynne Smith, 79, 
Owatonna, April 1. 
Myron Eugene Miller, 85, 
Owatonna, April 2. 
Ronald Lee Klein, 70, Faribault, 
April 3. 
Arlene Elizabeth Gronseth, 101, 
Winnebago, April 4. 
Richard Paul Neitzel, 76, 
Mankato, April 6. 
Jeffrey Scott Steinbronn, 54, 
Owatonna, April 6. 
John Percy Trandem, 96, 
Blooming Prairie, April 6. 
Lori Kaye Bakken, 64, Owa-
tonna, April 7. 
Craig Alan Berg, 51, Owatonna, 

April 8. 
Charlene Marie Wetzel, 57, 
Owatonna, April 10. 
James Craig Jorgenson, 74, 
Owatonna, April 11. 
Judith Arlene Rickard, 76, 
Owatonna, April 11. 
Dudley Eugene Otto, 76, Owa-
tonna, April 12. 
Barbara Jean Hougas, 88, 
Owatonna, April 17. 
Cheryl Dorothea 
Brown-Rhymer, 68, Owaton-
na, April 19. 
Lynn Louise Swenson, 79, 
New Richland, April 21. 
Arnold Frederick Wiese, 91, 
Blooming Prairie, April 22. 
Jennifer Anne Dustin, 53, 
Owatonna, April 22. 
Virginia Vivian Paulson, 92, 
Owatonna, April 22. 
John W. Glynn, 73, Ellendale, 

April 25. 
Mary Helen Bolduan, 77, April 
26. 
Norma C. Rosenau, 89, Fair-
mont, April 29. 
Ruth Marie Thomas, 79, Owa-
tonna, April 30. 

MARRIAGES
Steele County

April 2017

Joshua David Killen and Aimee 
Lynn Meliza, April 5. 
Cliff Richard Lancaster and 
Cassandra Ann Atkinson, 
April 8. 
Kaylee Clare Hansen and 
Jayson Andrew Chavez, April 
8. 
Bryan Steven Valencia and 
Aracely Elizabeth Esquivel 
Arriaga, April 8. 
Joe Luiz Garza and Monica 
Lynn Hasher, April 15. 
Luis Jose Alvarez and Nayrobi 
Yinet Soto, April 21. 
Brandee Leigh Mork and 
Christopher Roy McNutt, April 
22. 
Benjamin Scott Hager and 
Kristen Ann Schiller, April 29. 
Shannon Kay Hahn and 
Zachary James Koster, April 
29. 
Brandon Michael Nesseth 
and Bobbi-Jo Karsten, April 29. 

DIVORCES
Steele County

April 2017 

Chaitanya Namana and Sra-
vya Vuggina. 
Amber Lynn Wubben and 
Chad Leroy Wubben. 
Angela Jean Ringhofer-Halv-
erson and Matthew Dennis 
Halverson. 
Amanda Ray Maeyaert and 
Charles Edward Maeyaert. 
Jose Guadalupe Rangel 
Hernandez and Erica Michelle 
Garcia. 

Pets

Larry & Donna Bennett
4151 N. County Rd. 45
Owatonna, MN 55060
(507) 451-2203 Cell: 507-456-7977

Bennett’s
Pet Haven
Cemetery, Inc.

“Professional Cremation and Burial Services for your loving pet”
Shorty & Sue Schroht

857 Mosher Ave.
Owatonna, MN 55060

(507) 455-3204

STEELE COUNTY TIMES PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY

Tires

Mike’s  REPAIR
507-455-0388

Fax: 507-455-0486
After Hours: 507-455-0483

Tire Service
AG & Heavy Truck 

Complete Truck Parts and Service Mike Hartle
     Owner

870 32 Ave. NW
Owatonna, MN 55060

Truck Accessories
The lightest, most 
durable, longest 

lasting truck fenders, 
bracket kits, and truck 

accessories in the 
trucking industry.

Minimizer.com • 800-248-3855 • Blooming Prairie

Minimizer.com • 800-248-3855 • Blooming Prairie

Excavating Collision
THE ONLY AREA SHOP certified to work 
 on the 2015 Ford Aluminum F150

Collision

YOUR AD COULD 
BE HERE!

Contact the Steele 
County Times Today!

507-583-4431

Support the fighters, Admire the survivors, Honor the taken.

Cancer Corner

Blooming
Prairie Cancer

Group

Sponsored by Krejci

According to the 
American Cancer Society, 
certain viruses, bacteria 
and parasites are now 
recognized as risk factors 
for cancer. While the 
percentage of cancers 
linked to infections is 
higher in developing 
countries than it is in first 
world countries such as the 
United States, between 15 
and 20 percent of cancers 
across the globe can be 
connected to infections. 

Infections can increase a 
person’s risk of developing 
cancer in various ways. In 
some instances, a virus can 
insert its own genes into 
an otherwise healthy cell, 
causing the cell to grow 
out of control. In other 
cases, infections cause 
long-term inflammation 
in a particular area of the 
body, leading to changes 
in the affected cells and 
in immune cells that are 
nearby. Those changes can 

eventually lead to cancer. 
Certain infections can 
compromise the immune 
system to such a great 
extent that it is no longer 
capable of fully protecting 
the body from some cancers. 
While infections can 
increase a person’s risk for 
cancer, the ACS notes that 
many people who develop 
the types of infections that 
have been linked to cancer 
do not ultimately receive a 
cancer diagnosis.

1 Month Only!
$125 OFF

Call Now
and receive

per window with the purchase 
of 4 or more windows

+

valid through Nov 30th, 2017

*special promotion not valid with any other 
o�ers or pre-approved projects.

NO money down, NO payments,

   NO interest for 24 months!
Winter Window Savings

follow us on 

Lic: BC001552

2017
BLOOMING PRAIRIE HIGH SCHOOL FALL MUSICAL

PRESENTS

FINAL PERFORMANCE 
TO BE DETERMINED

Saturday, Nov. 11 6:30 P.M. 
Or

Sunday, Nov. 12 • 4 p.m. 

General Admission Seating
Adults $8 - Students $5

***Dinner Theatre $25 
(Dinner & Admission)

DEPENDING IF OUR AWESOME BLOSSOM 
FOOTBALL TEAM HAS QUALIFIED FOR A 
STATE PLAYOFF GAME ON SATURDAY

Dinner Theatre Tickets with assigned seating 
go on sale at the High School Office

Friday, November 3, 2017 -  8 AM
You must be present to purchase tickets.

Thursday, Nov. 9 • 6:30 P.M.

Dinner theatre 6 P.M. 
Friday, Nov. 10

Performance 7 P.M. 

LEGALLY BLONDE is presented through special 
arrangement with Music Theatre International 

(MTI). All authorized performance materials 
are also supplied by MTI

421 West 54th St, New York, NY  10019
Phone 212-541-4684  Fax  212-397-4684

www.MTIShows.com

Watch next week’s 
paper for complete 
details on special 

sales, cookie decorating 
for children, dessert 

contest for adults, 
how to win prizes, 
sampling yummy 
treats and sharing 

your favorite recipes.

237 Highway Ave. S.
Blooming Prairie  507-583-6671

TasTe of The 
holidays
Open House 

Saturday, Nov. 12, 11 a.m.-4 p.m.

To become a Blooming Prairie 
Chamber member, contact Becky at 583-4472
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Did you know?
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