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"We're gonna win," confidently 
predicted Blooming Prairie High 
School sophomore Jayde Wacek.

Wacek was correct in her comment 
as her kitchen, No. 5, took first place 
in Cupcake Wars, part of a classroom 
assignment in a creative foods class 
taught by Jennifer Flemming.

Team members of kitchen No. 5 
were: Wacek, Amy Peterson, Matthew 
Wurst, Ryan Pena and Baylee Sorensen. 

Cupcake Wars is an American 
reality competition series, which 
premiered on Dec. 27, 2009 on cable 
television’s Food Network.

Flemming started the competition 
in her classroom three years ago. 
She said the competition gives the 
students an opportunity to take pride 
in their baking creativity. "The kids 
learn to work together as a team," she 

champs
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SWEET REVENGE

Huskies snag state title from defending champ

STAFF PHOTO: RICK BUSSLER
It was a night of celebration Saturday at U.S. Bank Stadium in Minneapolis where the Owatonna Huskies captured the Class 5A High School Football Championship. The Huskies 
knocked off the defending champ Elk River 63-26. Players celebrate around Zach Mensink (covered up in this photo) who is holding the championship trophy. Brady Schuster 
(81) and Terrell Conner (73) pump their arms up in the air, as Andy Jensen (66) and Dawson Leer (20) give off priceless facial expressions.

It proved to be a case of sweet revenge for the 
Owatonna Huskies Saturday night at U.S. Bank 
Stadium in Minneapolis.

After being knocked out of the state 
tournament last year by Elk River, the Huskies 
(12-1) came back in dramatic fashion to dominate 
the Elks 63-26 and capture the State 5A football 
title.

It is the second time in five years that 

Owatonna has snagged the championship crown. 
The last time was in 2013 when the Huskies shut 
out Brainerd 24-0.

“They’re a great bunch of kids to work with,” 
said an elated Huskies coach Jeff Williams of this 
year’s championship team. “I’m really happy for 
them and what they have been able to accomplish. 
They have an awful lot to be proud of.”

Star running back Jason Williamson 

dominated the game once again for the Huskies. 
He tied the Prep Bowl record for the most 
combined touchdowns, six, in a single game. He 
delighted fans with a heads-up 67-yard kickoff 
return for a touchdown in the first half to snatch 
Elk River’s only lead in the game.

Check out our souvenir edition inside this 
week’s newspaper for all the game highlights and 
photos of the championship team. 

The holiday season 
wouldn’t be complete 
without a medallion hunt 
in Blooming Prairie. 

Beginning this week, 
the BP Chamber of 
Commerce is giving out 
weekly clues for young and 

old alike to head outdoors 
and find the medallion.

The lucky winner who returns the 
medallion to the chamber office in Blooming 
Prairie will receive $50 BP bucks. 

The first clue:
	 Another year has come around. 
	 There is a medallion to be found.
	 Walk around town.
	 Look up and look down.

Watch next week’s edition for the 
second clue.

BP Medallion hunt kicks off

SPECIAL SOUVENIR SECTION:
EIGHT PAGES DEDICATED TO THE 
HUSKIES IN TODAY’S PAPER D1

CUPCAKE WARS IN BP
Bakers in creative foods class battle it out for top honors  

SEE CUPCAKE, A3

STAFF PHOTO: HOWARD LESTRUD
Blooming Prairie High School senior 
Brad Staska takes a bite of one of 
his creations in Cupcake Wars as 
part of the creative foods class 
taught by Jennifer Flemming.

BY RICK BUSSLER
PUBLISHER

The man responsible for 
killing another man after a day of 
heavy drinking has received jail 
time.

Steele County Judge Joseph 
Bueltel has sentenced Peter 
Escobar, 25, of Albert Lea to at 
least 120 days in jail. He pleaded 

guilty to criminal vehicular 
homicide in April.

Escobar’s 
sentence has been 
staggered into three 
120-day terms once 
a year for the next 
three years. The 
judge will allow 
him to file a motion 
to have the second 

and third jail terms waived if 

he shows that he is sober and 
compliant with probation. 

As part of the sentence, 
Escobar will spend 90 days on 
electronic home monitoring at his 
expense following each term. 

Besides jail time, the judge 
ordered Escobar to comply 
with the Ignition Interlock 
program and to not use alcohol or 
controlled substances. He must 

Man responsible for car death gets jail time

SEE JAIL, A3

Escobar
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The Owatonna Huskies capped off a 
wonderful Thanksgiving weekend 
for area residents by bringing home a 
state championship title—the second 
in five years.

There was no doubt a feeling of sweet 
revenge in the air at U.S. Bank Stadium 
Saturday night from players, parents and fans 
alike as the Huskies blasted Elk River 63-26 
in the championship game. After all, it was 
Elk River who dashed the hopes of a state title 
for Owatonna last year by knocking off the 
Huskies in the semifinals.

The Huskies came up short from being 
perfect this season as they dropped a tough one 
in Northfield during the regular season. But 
it likely proved to be a defining and humbling 
moment in Owatonna’s season, reenergizing 
and giving team members the motivation and 
stamina in their quest for a state title. 

It has been an incredible season watching 
the success of the Huskies. Who will ever 
forget the arm of quarterback Abe Havelka 
tossing touchdown after touchdown? Or how 
about running back Jason Williamson being 
a lighting rod and carrying the ball across the 
field, many times at large distances? 

Owatonna has achieved the pinnacle of 
success in the high school sports world with 
an amazing 12-1 season and title trophies to 
proudly display for years to come. It’s sweet 
success that not many schools are able to 
bask in even once, let alone twice within five 
years like the Huskies have accomplished. 
It doesn’t get any better than winning state 
championships.

Pride is swelling at an all-time high in the 
wonderful community of Owatonna as folks 
love a winning team. And who wouldn’t love 
the Huskies who have been tearing up the field 
for several years with quality teams. 

We want to extend special congratulations 
to the Huskies football team for its superior 
achievements this year. Each of these fine 
athletes has brought incredible energy and 
pride into the community. All team members 
have worked incredibly hard for the team’s 
success.

A special salute to head coach Jeff Williams 
and his assistants for their outstanding work 
in guiding and coaching the football players 
to a state title. The coaches are all partially 
responsible for the awesome performances of 
our Huskie players.

And we also can’t forget about the parents 
who have been committed to getting their boys 
to the practices, games and tournaments and 
supporting them throughout the entire season 
and for many years prior to this season. 

It takes lots of athletic talent to pull off a 
state championship, but it couldn’t have been 
done without the support of the entire school 
and community. 

It has been phenomenal work by the Huskie 
football players and coaches to produce an 
amazing season. You have made us proud!

One of my cherished memories of growing 
up was listening to Minnesota Twins 
baseball games on the radio. 

No matter where I was whether it was 
in the house, in the yard or tooling down 

the road in the car, our radio was always tuned to 
WCCO Radio so I could take in the Twins games. 

I often utilized a little transistor radio that 
brought in crackly sounds from the airwaves to hear 
at least parts of the Twins games. 

I still get a little ribbing now and then about 
how I used to mimic the likes of Halsey Hall and 
Herb Carneal, two of the best loved play-by-play 
announcers in the history of baseball. They have 
been inducted into the Minnesota Broadcast Hall 
of Fame. I’d grab the seat belt buckle in the back 
seat and use it as a microphone to provide my own 
commentary out loud of the Twins games.   

Who will ever forget how Halsey’s home run calls 
of “Holy cow” would electrify the radio broadcasts. 
He was the first broadcaster to use that expression on 
a baseball broadcast. Or how about Herb’s trademark 
greeting, “Hi everybody” being reminiscent of his 
folksy down-home style.

It seemed like something was lost in 2006 when 
Herb signed off the air for the last time before 
retiring. His retirement also marked the last time 
the Twins games were on WCCO. 

For the past 11 seasons, it has been a nightmare 
trying to find the Twins on the radio dial as they 
have jumped around to various stations. And once 
you found them there certainly was no guarantee 
that you’d be able to tune it in for an extended period 
of time. Depending on the time of the day, it was 
anybody’s guess whether you would be able to listen 
to the game or not. More often than not, listeners in 
the outstate areas were out of luck. 

As I go on in life, I often find that what goes 
around comes around. Such is the case with the 
Twins. 

In a stunning announcement, the Twins will 
be returning to WCCO, the 50,000-watt station 
that blankets Minnesota and other portions of the 
Midwest beginning next season. The station’s clear-
channel status helped build the team’s fan base 
across the Upper Midwest. 

As the announcement came 
earlier this month, Twins 
president Dave St. Peter says 
the team is “beyond pleased” 
to return to its radio home 
for more than four decades. 
St. Peter said it’s a multiyear 
agreement that he expects will 
be long-term. 

Thank goodness. Finally 
the Twins organization has 
come to its senses and will 
be offering something that 
should have never been taken 
away. 

While it may not be Halsey or Herb in the 
broadcast booth like those earlier years, as they have 
since passed away, the current team of Cory Provus 
and Dan Gladden will continue to call the games for 
the Twins following the switch. 

This is pretty special to have the Twins coming 
back home to WCCO. With promising things 
happening on the field this past season and hopefully 
next, it will be even greater to have the Twins where 
they belong on WCCO Radio. 

Let’s play ball and go in hot pursuit of enjoying 
the Twins once again on the radio home that helped 
build their destiny in Minnesota. 

Twins to return back to radio home

Sweet revenge lifts 
Huskies to state 

championship title

The weather has certainly reminded us 
that winter in Minnesota has arrived, 
whether the calendar agrees or not. If you 
are worried about paying for heating bills 
this winter, I encourage you to look into 

Minnesota’s Low-Income Home Energy Assistance 
Program. 

This year, Minnesota 
received $102 million from the 
federal government to fund 
this program. 

Minnesota recognizes 
the Cold Weather Rule from 
Oct. 15 through April 15, 
which prevents heating 
disconnection for lower-
income families during the 
brutal winter months. Under 
the rule, customers with a 
combined household income 

at or below 50 percent of the state median income 
-- $48,077 for a family of four – may qualify to receive 
grant money to help pay their heating bills.

The size of the grants is based on household 
income, size, fuel type and energy usage. Households 
with the lowest income and highest fuel cost receive 
the highest grants. Homeowners as well as renters 
may qualify for the assistance, which also may 
include support services such as emergency heating 
system repair or replacement, advocate services 
with utility companies, and crisis help for utility 
disconnections.

The program served more than 126,000 Minnesota 
households last year, but grants are provided on a 
first-come, first-served basis so those who believe 
they may need help should apply soon. More 

information may be found by contacting Semcac, 
our local county agency. The 2018 Energy Assistance 
Program application is on their website at www.
semcac.org.

In other energy-related news, Minnesota is 
currently experiencing a propane and diesel fuel 
shortage. This is having a particular effect on our 
farm community because of the wet, late harvest, 
which is requiring more resources to dry crops 
coming in. Governor Mark Dayton issued an 
emergency executive order on Nov. 1, which delivers 
relief from regulations pertaining to hours of service 
for motor carriers and drivers providing direct 
assistance in emergency relief efforts.

This is helpful because in addition to the late 
harvest, there is a driver shortage in Minnesota, and 
pulling drivers who transport diesel fuel to instead 
deliver propane could exacerbate the anticipated 
diesel fuel-related issues. The Governor’s order notes 
that long lines at terminals and drivers traveling 
longer distances to acquire product has depleted 
the available on-duty hours capped by current 
regulations. Hopefully these actions will address 
the current shortage and prevent a more pressing 
shortage later this winter.

If you have any questions or concerns, my contact 
information is sen.dan.sparks@senate.mn or 651-296-
9248. You also can keep track of what the legislature 
is doing on the website, www.senate.mn, where 
you can sign up to follow committees of interest or 
receive other notifications.

Dan Sparks is the Minnesota senator for District 27, 
which includes Freeborn and Mower counties as well 
as Blooming Prairie and southern Dodge County. He 
resides in Austin.

State offers help on winter propane, heating needs

Hot Pursuit
RICK BUSSLER
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continued.
Showing off their cooking and baking 

skills in the classroom is a "big deal," believes 
Flemming.

Brad Staska, a senior, said he enjoys the 
creative foods class "because we get to eat food 
almost every day." The decorating process for 
Staska was his favorite part of Cupcake Wars.

"It was fun and they tasted good," remarked 
Sorensen, a member of the winning team. She 
took some of the cupcakes to lunch to share 
with friends.

Twenty-four students in grades 10-12 are 
enrolled in Flemming's creative foods class. 

Students were divided into five kitchens, 1-5. 
Part of the assignment was to elect a theme and 
then plan a design for their cupcakes. Students 
also had to develop a recipe.

The class voted on a Cupcake Wars theme 
with Sponge Bob Square Pants being selected. 
Other theme suggestions were: jungle, winter, 
summer and Candy Land.

The students baked their cupcakes on 

Nov. 14 and had them judged by high school 
staff members Ali Mach, Janet Luick and 
Jan Anderson. As the students watched the 
judges taste samples of the cupcakes, one judge 
commented: "They are all very nice and very 
good."

Team members on the other four kitchens 
were:

• ��Kitchen No. 1: Staska, Kory Rafdal and 
Brandon Jimenez.

• �Kitchen No. 2: Trent Swenson, Zach 
Haberman, Slava Kritzer, Emily Krampitz 
and Kassidy Borgen.

• �Kitchen No. 3: Gemini Johnson, Ryan 
Weinberger, Lucas Noble and Isaac Ille.

• �Kitchen No. 4: Gracie Rudlong, Alec Ille, 
Brett Motl, Heather Pirkl and Austin 
Behne.

Students of the creative food class will be 
designing and creating gingerbread houses in 
a few weeks. Flemming said her students also 
will be working on food trucks in January. The 
trucks are made out of cardboard. Students 
decide what they will sell from the trucks.
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"What were you doing 54 
years ago on Nov. 22, 
1963?"

That question is 
readily answered 

by those of us who were around on that 
date. It was the day that our 35th President 
of the United States, John F. Kennedy, was 
assassinated on the streets of Dallas, Texas.

I remember that day as if it were yesterday. 
I had just completed a college exam at 

Austin Junior College and was shooting pool 
with a friend at what was then called the Crest 
Recreation Center in Austin. I remember the 
radio getting louder and louder. The time was 
12:30 p.m. I asked a worker what was going on 
and he somberly replied that the President had 
been shot.

Just last Wednesday, Nov. 22, 2017, I had a 
memorable experience. I had been trying to 
reach a Dallas friend of mine during the last 
two weeks and tried again on Nov. 22.

My friend is James R. Leavelle, a retired 
Dallas police detective. Leavelle, 97, is most 
well known for being handcuffed to accused 
presidential assassin Lee Harvey Oswald as he 
was being led to a vehicle to be taken to another 
jail facility.

The rest is history. Oswald was shot by 
Dallas night club owner Jack Ruby. This 
moment of history was caught on video and 
also in a still photograph that helped Dallas 
Times Herald photographer Bob Jackson win a 
Pulitzer Prize.

Leavelle is shown in his white Texas suit 

and white hat, recoiling with the shot fired 
from Ruby's gun.

Being a curious follower of the assassination 
events, I contacted Leavelle by telephone in the 
early 1990s, interviewing him for a story for a 

weekly newspaper I was 
working for in Forest 
Lake.

I actually met 
Leavelle in person over 
dinner when I took a 
trip to Dallas on the 
30th anniversary of 
the assassination. I 
also spent a day sitting 
next to Leavelle and 
his wife at a Reporters 
Remember symposium 
at Southern Methodist 
University in Dallas.

I have kept contact 
with Leavelle over 

the years, doing countless stories on his 
recollections of those Four Days in history. My 
granddaughter Kaley and I visited Leavelle at 
his home four years ago when we visited Dallas 
for the observance of the 50th anniversary of 
the Kennedy Assassination.

Fast forward to Nov. 22, 2017. I tried to reach 
Leavelle and left a message on his answering 
machine.

Twenty minutes later, the phone rang and it 
was Leavelle. We exchanged pleasantries and 
then talked about his whereabouts 54 years ago. 
Our conversation actually spanned the time of 

the assassination (12:30 p.m.) 54 years ago.
Leavelle clearly remembers where he 

was and what he was doing at the time of the 
assassination. He was supposed to have a day 
off on Friday, Nov. 22, 1963.

Leavelle said he was on an elevator at the 
Dallas Police Department with a man he had 
arrested and charged with armed robbery.

"I remember listening to a dispatcher on 
the radio, saying the Kennedy motorcade 
was approaching Houston St. Moments later, 
someone told me the President had been shot. I 
said, 'yah, yah" and thought he was pulling my 
leg.

"I didn't have an assignment that day and 
was told to stick around and take care of calls 
coming in. My lieutenant then called me and 
asked me to check out what was happening at 
the Texas School Book Depository building."

Leavelle and another officer then went to the 
scene of the shooting. It was before the advent 
of the cell phone, thus Leavelle and his fellow 
officer walked to the Depository building after 
not being able to traverse through blocked 
traffic.

Leavelle was then assigned the task 
of interviewing about 18 witnesses at the 
scene. He was assisted by the local sheriff's 
department.

While at the Depository, Leavelle was told 
that a police officer had been shot in Oak Cliff. 
Leavelle located his patrol car and motored 
to the scene of the police shooting. "I had four 
eyeball witnesses who gave me a good case," 
Leavelle recalls.

The threads of history continued as 
Leavelle was told that officers were bringing 
in a suspect. That suspect turned out to be 
Lee Harvey Oswald, someone who fit the 
description Leavelle had gotten from his 
eyeball witnesses.

Leavelle began interrogating Oswald about 
the shooting of police officer J.D. Tippit but soon 
lost his prisoner when Dallas Police Captain 
Will Fritz took over, pointing to Oswald as a 
suspect in the shooting of President Kennedy.

There's much more to Leavelle's story but he 
has maintained through time to this date that 
Oswald and Ruby both acted alone, mainly to 
gain attention and notoriety. Leavelle does not 
believe in conspiracy theories.

Recently, thousands of pages of records 
surrounding the Kennedy Assassination were 
released. "There's nothing new," Leavelle said 
he has told the four major news networks.

When the topic of the Kennedy 
Assassination comes up in Dallas, Leavelle is 
one of few major players on that day who are 
still alive.

He also is linked to history through World 
War II and service as a sailor at Pearl Harbor. 
He served aboard the USS Whitney. His story 
is told in the December 2017 issue of The 
American Legion Magazine.

I feel very fortunate that I have become a 
friend with someone who played some key roles 
in American history. Thanks Jim!

FROM PAGE A1

JFK assassination anniversary

SUBMITTED PHOTO: BOB JACKSON
This iconic photograph is one of the more identifiable parts of history surrounding the assassination of 
President John F. Kennedy in 1963. Bob Jackson, photographer for the Dallas Times Herald took this Pulitzer 
Prize winning photo of accused assassin Lee Harvey Oswald being shot by Jack Ruby.

Touching history with Dallas police detective

Reflections 
... and how

HOWARD 
LESTRUD

REMOTE PHOTO: HOWARD LESTRUD
This is history. Photo was taken 24 years ago in Dallas, Texas, the principals being Dallas 
Detective James R. Leavelle, left, and Howard Lestrud, visiting journalist at right. Leavelle is 
one of two Dallas police detectives from the 1963 era who are still alive. He was handcuffed to 
President Kennedy murder suspect Lee Harvey Oswald when Oswald was shot by Jack Ruby.

CUPCAKE: Bakers battle for top honors

JAIL: Man gets time for car death

STAFF PHOTO: HOWARD LESTRUD
Kitchen No. 5 was the winning team in Cupcake Wars, part of a recent assignment in Jennifer 
Flemming’s creative food class at Blooming Prairie High School. Team members from left to right are: 
Amy Peterson, Matthew Wurst, Ryan Pena, Jayde Wacek and Baylee Sorenson. 

 

pay $1,368 in restitution and complete 100 
hours of community service. 

The judge gave Escobar an almost five-
year prison sentence, which was stayed for 
five years.

Escobar had been charged with second-
degree manslaughter and criminal vehicular 
homicide after a two-month investigation 
determined he was responsible for the death 
of Herman Hernandez, 64, of Albert Lea on 
Oct. 23, 2016. 

Prosecutors suspected Escobar was drunk 
at the time he drove a vehicle into a soybean 
field before it went up in flames around 
6:45 p.m, leaving Hernandez to die in the 
passenger’s seat. 

When emergency personnel responded to 
a vehicle fire along 52nd Avenue Northwest 
near Owatonna, they found a vehicle 
engulfed in flames on the edge of a harvested 
field surrounded by tall grass near a 
drainage ditch.

In an interview with police, Escobar 
admitted he had been drinking at the Nasty 
Habit Bar in Albert Lea around 12:30 p.m. 
that day. He told investigators he drank a 
pitcher of beer, shots and a liter of Gin in the 
vehicle that “he and Hernandez were taking 
turns drinking from during their car ride to 
Owatonna. 

Escobar later said he blacked out and 
didn’t remember what happened to his car or 
Hernandez.

Autopsy reports showed Hernandez died 
from smoke inhalation and thermal injuries. 

FROM PAGE A1



Turtle Creek 
Nursery Christmas 

tree sales to 
benefit Owatonna 

Foundation

Turtle Creek Nursery is 
pleased to announce that it will 
be supporting the Owatonna 
Foundation this Christmas 
season. 

For each Christmas tree 
sold, three dollars of the 
sale will be donated to the 
Foundation. 

“We are extremely grateful 
to Turtle Creek for sponsoring 
this promotion that benefits 
the Foundation,” said Betsy 
Lindgren, Foundation 
president. “The holiday 
season is such a festive and 
reflective time when we see 
the best of ourselves and our 
communities come forward 

to make a better place for 
all us. This donation will go 
far in continuing our mission 
which is; improving the quality 
of life for present and future 
generations by supporting 
Owatonna projects that focus 
on community, arts, recreation, 
and education.” 

The Owatonna Foundation, 
now in its 59th year of serving 
the Owatonna community, 
provides capital grants in 
Owatonna and its environs.

Turtle Creek Nursery owner 
Eric Cornell said he is excited 
to be doing this promotion 
to benefit the Foundation. 
“They have truly touched the 
lives of everyone that lives 
in Owatonna by financially 
supporting the many projects 
they have been involved 
with,” he said. “As a business 
owner and resident, we value 
these amenities that make our 

community a wonderful place 
to live and work.”

The Foundation was 
established in 1957 with the 
goal of improving the quality 
of life for present and future 
generations of Owatonna 
residents.  Since then, the 
Owatonna Foundation has 
committed more than $11.75 
million dollars in grants to 
Owatonna projects and 
annually awards $30,000 
in scholarships for both 
traditional and non-traditional 
students.

For more information about 
the Owatonna Foundation, 
please visit our website at: 
www.owatonnafoundation.org, 
or call the office at 507-455-
2995.

Minimizer seat 
targets female 
truck drivers

The Minimizer Long Haul 
Series Seat is designed with 
a truck driver’s health and 
safety in mind, no matter their 
gender.

“Minimizer seats are not 
only comfortable for men, 
we need to remember there 
are women drivers, too,” 
Minimizer CEO and Chief 
Visionary Craig Kruckeberg 
said.  “Unfortunately, due to 
their body type, certain things 
don’t always fit them correctly, 
like their seat. It’s one of the 

reasons we came out with 
the Minimizer Seat. It will fit 
anyone perfectly!”

Minimizer met with 
numerous truck drivers, 
medical professionals and 
ergonomic specialists when 
designing the Long Haul 
Series Seat. It comes with 14 
standard features, all of which 
are used when adjusting the 
seat to fit any body type. 

“Consider a six-four, 
280-pound male truck driver 
in the same seat as a five-
six, 120-pound female truck 
driver,” Dr. Joseph Sweere 
of Northwestern Health and 
Sciences University said.  
“This is why adjustability is 
so important.  It’s a critical 
component, and it’s one of 
the reasons I have so much 
admiration for the Minimizer 
Long Haul Series Seat.”

“There are nearly 250,000 
female truckers on the 
road today, and they need 
equipment that’s going to keep 
them safe and comfortable,” 
Kruckeberg said.  “I’m happy 
to say the Minimizer Long 
Haul Series Seat fits the bill. I 
guarantee it!”

 Minimizer is a leading 
manufacturer nationwide in 
poly semi truck fenders. The 
company is based in Blooming 
Prairie.

Noble RV of Owatonna was named among the 2017 Top 50 RV Dealers in North America by RVBusiness magazine.
Accepting the award on behalf of Noble RV were (left to right): Court Fink, general sales manager at Owatonna; Mike Noble, president 
and co-owner; Blaine Stackhouse, general manager at Rochester; Pat Noble, co-owner; Kameron Gustafson, RVDA certified warranty 
administrator and service advisor; Trevor Blazek, service manager and RVDA certified service advisor and Lisa Fink, RV sales 
representative and inventory manager. 

Turtle Creek Nursery of Owatonna is getting into the holiday spirit 
by donating a portion of its Christmas tree sales to the Owatonna 
Foundation. Making the announcement were first row (left to right): 
trustees— Ray Stawarz, Dave Einhaus and Julie Rethemeier, Patty 
Cornell, Nick Poehler, and Turtle Creek owner Eric Cornell; back row: 
trustees— Bob Heers, Betsy Lindgren, Bill Beer, Todd Hale, Matt Kottke, 
and Bob Jungbluth.

If you’re in the market for 
a recreational vehicle, you 
won’t have to stray very far 
from home.

One of the top dealers in 
North America is based in 
Steele County and services 
outlets throughout southern 
Minnesota. 

RVBusiness magazine 
recently named Noble RV of 
Owatonna among the 2017 
Top 50 RV Dealers in North 
America along with only four 
other Minnesota RV dealers.

RVBusiness (RVB) 
asked recreation vehicle 
manufacturers to nominate 
dealers across the United 
States and Canada who 
exemplify best practices 
and excellence in their field. 
Nominees were invited 
to fill out comprehensive 
applications describing 
business aspects including 
customer service and 
satisfaction, employee 
training, financial planning, 
marketing and community 
involvement. 

An independent panel of 
industry experts convened at 

the RV/MH Hall of Fame in 
Elkhart, Ind., the unofficial 
“RV Capital of the World,” 
to select the RVB Top 50 
from nominated dealers who 
submitted applications.

In addition to planning the 
relocation of the Rochester 

dealership to a newly built 
Oronoco facility, another 
major focus for Noble RV 
this year has been on how 
to market to the millennial 
generation by using digital 
media and new sales and 
service techniques.

“Bringing our employees to 
the RVDA convention in Las 
Vegas is critical to keeping up 
with the rapidly changing RV 
industry,” said Mike Noble, 
president and co-owner. 

“This achievement would 
not be possible without the 
hard work of our team, their 
dedication to the industry and 
our loyal customers they serve 
every day.”

Program coordinators 
expanded the judges’ panel 

this year, bringing 
perspectives from 
even more areas of 
RV-industry business 
specialization. The extra 
hands also helped make 
lighter work of the 
applications received, 
which were in greater 
number and detail than 
any previous year, 
according to Sherman 
Goldenberg, publisher 
of RVBusiness 
magazine and founder 

of the Top 50 program. 
“As a whole, our applying 

dealers not only gave us more 
data this year, but they also 
went to great lengths to tell 
us their stories and let their 
personalities shine through,” 
Goldenberg said. “It was a 
tough job for the judges to 
narrow it down. Those who 
made the cut should be very 
proud of that achievement.”

The 2017 RVBusiness 
Top 50 Dealer recipients 

were honored at a Nov. 8 
awards reception in front of 
an all-industry audience of 
about 400 during the 2017 RV 
Dealers Association (RVDA) 
International Convention/
Expo at Bally’s Las Vegas. 
The convention was presented 
in cooperation with the RVDA 
of both the United States and 
Canada, and underwritten 
by the program’s sponsors: 
Ally Financial Inc., Cummins 
Power Generation, Dicor 
Corp., Dometic Corp., 
Freightliner Custom Chassis 
Corp., Lippert Components 
Inc., NTP-STAG, Protective 
Asset Protection and Wells 
Fargo CDF.

Noble RV, an exclusive 
RV Warranty Forever dealer, 
has four dealerships located 
in Owatonna, Minneapolis, 
Madelia and Rochester. 
Each facility is equipped 
with sales, parts, service and 
warranty departments to serve 
clients throughout southern 
Minnesota and neighboring 
states.

For more information about 
the Noble RV dealership 
locations and the exclusive 
RV Warranty Forever 
program, visit www.noblerv.
com or call 507-444-0004.
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Building a better mousetrap

It’s been the struggle for the 
ages. Man vs pest. Man conquers 
pest. Rest of pest’s family returns and 
conquers man.

There’s nothing as unsavory 
as unwanted ants to the picnic, 
mosquitoes disrupting your romantic 
sunset or your early morning trip to the 
pantry to find that a rodent has been 
chowing down on your Lucky Charms. 

There is a made in America company 
that hits even closer to home in the 
war against pests. Your next “better 
mousetrap” could be designed and built 
right here in Ellendale. 

Woodstream Corporation of 
Ellendale has a 60,000-square foot 
building that uses 40,000 square feet 
of manufacturing space and 20,000 
square feet of warehouse space. With 
58 full time people and an additional 50 
or so seasonal workers, this facility runs 
at a fervent hum all year long. 

The workforce runs 24/7 for about 
five months out of the year and this 
time of year, the plant is jumping, 
getting orders out for the spring rush as 
warmer weather brings not only a new 
crop of pests, but a larger demand to fill 
the big box store demands.

The Ellendale plant is one 
of nine plants/distribution centers that 
brandish the Woodstream name with 

other operations set up in Shenzhen 
in China, Rutland in the UK, Brampton 
in Ontario, Canada, Mechanicsburg, 
Pennsylvania, St. Joseph, 
Missouri, Knoxville, Tennessee, Denton, 
Texas, and corporate headquarters in 
Lititz, Pennsylvania. 

The local operation sends out 
about 40 percent of product to 
the final distribution centers in St. 
Joe and Mechanicsburg, while the 
other 60 percent are components 
made at the Ellendale facility. Most of 
the components are shipped to the 
Knoxville or Lititz plant for assembly 
and shipping. 

The building, which has seen plastic 
injections operations for several years 
was purchased from Zareba and North 
Central Plastics in 2010. Woodstream 
still maintains the product line for 
Zareba as well as manufacturing for 
other well-known pet care and pest 
control companies such as Victor, 
Fi-Shock, Perky-Pet, Terro, Rutland 
electric fencing, Red Snap’r, Sweeneys, 
Havahart, ElectroBraid fencing, Dr. T’s, 
and Mosquito Magnet. 

At present, the plant runs 22 molding, 
2 extrusion lines and 10 assembly 
lines.  The man at the pulse of the 
entire operation is Sr. Director of 
Molding Operations, Bryan Haugen, 
who has been with the company since 
2011. Haugen, a central Minnesota 
native now living with his family in 

Waseca, is no stranger to extrusion and 
injection molding plants and comes with 
28 years of experience. 

Back in 1989 he got his start 
at Schwann’s, molding ice cream 
containers in Marshall, Minnesota. 
From there he managed plant 
operations for various companies 
in Fremont, Indiana, (Letica) 
and Kohler, Wisconsin, (Spartech.) and 
Mankato, (Spartech, now 
Poly One Corp.). 

A feature of Woodstream is its vision 
to take new products off the drawing 
board and into production.

“All new items are usually developed 
at our corporate headquarters in 
Lititz,” said Haugen. “We put a lot 
into research and development and 
can usually take a new product to 
production in six months or less.” 

To keep up with industry standards 
and new technology, the company 
is always looking to stay ahead of 
the hoard of evolving pests and 
in addition to inventing a better 
mousetrap, they are also on the 
cutting edge of protecting the pets we 
domesticate, creating better boundaries 
for the animals who need to run, and 
secure housing and feeding for the 
birds.

An international presence right here 
in your own backyard.

By MARK DELAP 
Managing Editor 

The lightest, most durable, longest lasting 
truck fenders, bracket kits, and truck 
accessories in the trucking industry.

Minimizer.com • 800-248-3855 • Blooming Prairie

Specializing in Agricultural
Sprayers & Tractors

507.455.1950

OPEN
24 HOURS

1164 W Frontage Rd
Owatonna

www.deanstowing.com

870 32 Ave. NW, Owatonna
Emergency or on the farm repair

507-455-0388
(After hours 507-455-0483)

Mike’s
Ag & Truck Tire
REPAIR

(507) 413-5559
Your Local Roofing & Siding Specialists

Diaper Drive 
drop off 

locatoins
The Steele County Dia-

per Bank, founded by Owa-
tonna Hospital Foundation 
in 2013, provides a short-
term, limited supply of free 
diapers for needy infants 
and young children living in 
Steele County.  The Foun-
dation, in partnership with 
Owatonna Hospital, part of 
Allina Health, is hosting a 
community Diaper Drive on 
Saturday, June 3 in Owa-
tonna.

“We’re accepting dona-
tions of new, disposable 
diapers from preemie to 
children’s size 7, prefera-
bly in complete unopened 
packages,” said Natalie 
Ginter, director of the Owa-
tonna Hospital Foundation. 
“Financial donations are 
also welcomed as we can 
purchase diapers in bulk at 
discounted prices, so your 
gift can have an even great-
er local impact.”

“Diapers may seem like 
something most people can 
afford but there are no gov-
ernment subsidies or pro-
grams for diapers, and they 
are actually quite expen-

sive,” said Elizabeth Keck, 
social worker and health-
care coordinator at Owa-
tonna Hospital. “I’ve seen 
many parents try to extend 
the life of a diaper because 
they didn’t have the re-
sources to buy more until 
their next paycheck – that 
is where the Steele County 
Diaper Bank can help.”

Drop off your diaper do-
nations at this location:

· Cash Wise Foods
495 W North St., Fri-

day, 11 a.m.-6 p.m. (lunch 
wagon only)

Saturday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
(lunch wagon and Diaper 
Drive)

 All proceeds from the 
lunch wagon benefit the 
Steele County Diaper Bank.

 “This is always a fun 
event for a worthy cause,” 
said Keck. “I know all of the 
families who use the Diaper 
Bank are appreciative. This 
is definitely a community 
initiative, so we appreciate 
the support.”

 For more information, 
visit allinahealth.org/owa-
tonna.

Sobrack takes 
award

Lakes & Prairies Dis-
trict Exchange Division 4 
Director Randy Sobrack, 
and immediate past presi-
dent of the Exchange Club 
of Steele County, shared 
words of appreciation after 
being awarded “Exchange 
of the Year,” during the dis-
trict’s convention awards 
banquet, May 20, at the 

Best Western Holiday 
Lodge in Clear Lake, Iowa.

 The award is presented 
to an individual who has ex-
celled in Exchange during 
the 2016-17 award year It 
includes efforts in member-
ship, leadership, volunteer-
ism and active participation 
in Exchange activities. 

The Exchange Club of 
Owatonna’s Kathy Schro-
eder, who was unable to at-
tend, received an “Exchan-
gite Hall of Fame” award. 

This is given to an individu-
al who has been a member 
of Exchange for a minimum 
of 25 years. 

It is based on the con-
tributions of the individu-
al throughout the 25-plus 
years and includes all as-
pects of Exchange (club, 
district and national). 

The Lakes & Prairies Dis-
trict consists of 22 clubs lo-
cated in Minnesota, Iowa, 
and Omaha, Nebraska.

BUSINESS BRIEFS

Randy Sobrack

536 Highway 218 S.
Blooming Prairie

www.darrickspreferredauto.com  

• Loaner Cars
• Nitrogen with Tires
• Alignment Checks
• Tire Rotation

• Battery Charging & Checks
• Pickup & Delivery within 15 miles
• Service Light Code Checks
• Free Towing for the year

FREE SERVICES
(with service work)

583-9994
24/7 Towing 507-440-0093

870 32 Ave. NW, Owatonna
Emergency or on the farm repair

507-455-0388
(After hours 507-455-0483)

Mike’s
Ag & Truck Tire
REPAIR

Minimizer CEO 
Craig Kruckeberg 

named finalist 
for award

Minnesota Business 
magazine has named Minimizer 
CEO and Chief Visionary 
Craig Kruckeberg a finalist for 
one of its 2017 Manufacturing 
Awards.

Kruckeberg is one of three 
people up for Executive of the 
Year.

“It’s a huge honor,” 
Kruckeberg said.  “I have to 
give credit to the team around 
me.  Without them, Minimizer 
wouldn’t be where we are 
today.” 

Minimizer debuted the 
poly fender more than 30 
years ago, when founder Dick 
Kruckeberg sold his invention 
out of the back of his truck.  
Craig bought the company 
from his father in 2007, and 
Minimizer has since expanded 
to nearly 100 employees.

“Innovation is the name of 
our game,” Craig said.  “We’re 
constantly looking at new 

products that are tested 
and tortured to save the 
consumer time and money.”

Each year, Minnesota 
Business recognizes 
the manufacturing 
sector for outstanding 
achievements. The 
panel of judges chose 
the finalists from a 
pool of manufacturing 
companies and 

executives.
“We really appreciate 

Minnesota Business going 
to bat for the manufacturing 
sector,” Craig said.  “We 
always hear about ‘Made in 
the USA,’ and these awards 
do their part to help celebrate 
that.” 

Winners in each category 
will be announced at an awards 
event September 28th.  Both 
winners and finalists will be 
honored in the feature story of 
the all-manufacturing October 
2017 issue of Minnesota 
Business magazine.

Production 
company adds 

new team member

Limberg Productions 
announces a new member of 
the team for Owatonnalive.
com. 

Dan Paur has joined the 
Owatonna-based company as 
advertising specialist. 

“We are excited to have Dan 

join our team to assist in our 
next period of growth, which 
includes our new live streaming 
venture that launched this 
summer,” said Scott Limberg, 
owner of Limberg Productions.

Paur resides in Owatonna 
with his family. He coaches 
Owatonna varsity girls lacrosse 
and girls varsity hockey. He 
also enjoys spending time 
with his family, playing and 
watching sports and enjoying 
the great outdoors. 

Limberg Productions is a 
video production firm that 
launched in 2011. Scott 
Limberg started the company 
with a passion for documenting 
people’s stories. Owatonnalive.
com was conceived in 2012, 
bringing the plethora of 
talent, ideas and community 
communication to a central 
location. It currently has 
around 400 videos available to 
watch around the clock at your 
convenience. 

Limberg said he wants 
people to experience all the 
great things that Steele County 
has to offer at Owatonnalive.
com.

Locally grown 
lettuce coming to area

Locally grown lettuce will 
soon be coming to the dinner 
table.

A new, breakthrough 
facility that will supply 
Midwest grocers and 
restaurants with fresh lettuce 
all year long is coming to 
Steele County.

Revol Greens is currently 
under construction on the 
west side of Interstate 
35 just south of Richie 
Brothers Auction facility 
near Medford. Workers are 
building a 30,000 square foot 
greenhouse. 

A veteran team of 
greenhouse growers is 
spearheading the project. 
They are Jay Johnson, Steve 
Amundson and Marco de 
Bruin. Johnson is also the 
founder and former owner 
of Owatonna-based Bushel 
Boy Farms, one of the first 
U.S. greenhouses to grow 
tomatoes year round. The 
trio helped grow Bushel 
Boy to the largest supplier 
of locally grown tomatoes in 
Minnesota.

Johnson said his two 
partners have been 
researching the concept of 
a lettuce greenhouse for 
a while. “They have been 
putting together a business 
plan for the past couple 
years,” he said. 

Other members of the 
Revol team include Marc 
Vergeldt, a well-known 
greenhouse crop consultant, 
and Brendon Krieg, who 
formerly managed vegetable 
buying for Target.

“Our goal is to make 

Revol Greens lettuce the 
most sustainable on the 
market,” Johnson said. 
“With 100 collective 
years of greenhouse 
growing and operating 
experience, our team is 
committed to offering 
the freshest, high-quality 
lettuce to the local 
marketplace,” he added.

Johnson said 
construction should be 
completed on the facility 
later this fall. He hopes 
the first planting of seed 
will take place by the end 
of November. Lettuce 
will be available by the 
end of December.

Revol will tap the 
latest technology in 
greenhouse innovation, 
including responsible 
and sustainable growing 
practices, to grow high-
quality lettuce year 
around. The greenhouse 
will be designed to 
maximize natural light, 
growing year-round by 
supplementing with LED 
lighting during the winter 

months. 
Another bonus with the 

facility will be that it will 
use a fraction of the water 
consumed in traditional 
growing and will cover most 
of its needs by capturing rain 
and snowmelt from its roof.

According to Johnson, 
Revol will offer several 
lettuce varieties, including 
spinach, mixed greens and 
romaine. “They will all 
be grown in a protected 
greenhouse environment 
providing optimal growing 
conditions without the use of 
pesticides or herbicides,” he 
said. 

Revol lettuce will arrive in 
area grocers and restaurants 
much faster than lettuce 
currently shipped from 
California and Arizona, 
leading to a fresher eating 
experience.

The lettuce will be shipped 
out to stores and restaurants 
within a 200 mile radius, 
Johnson said. “It will be 
delivered fresh,” he added.

Johnson said the Medford 
location was chosen because 
of its proximity to interstate 
access. “Our location, just 
south of the Twin Cities, 
gives us quick and easy 
access to Minnesota, Iowa 
and western Wisconsin 
markets, greatly reducing the 
amount of time from harvest 
to grocers’ shelves,” he said. 

Lettuce is in big demand 
right now, Johnson noted. 
“People are eating healthier,” 
he said. 

Once the greenhouse is 
operating, it will employ 
about 12 full-time people. 
Most of them will start work 
in October to gear up for the 
opening in November.
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Building a better mousetrap

It’s been the struggle for the 
ages. Man vs pest. Man conquers 
pest. Rest of pest’s family returns and 
conquers man.

There’s nothing as unsavory 
as unwanted ants to the picnic, 
mosquitoes disrupting your romantic 
sunset or your early morning trip to the 
pantry to find that a rodent has been 
chowing down on your Lucky Charms. 

There is a made in America company 
that hits even closer to home in the 
war against pests. Your next “better 
mousetrap” could be designed and built 
right here in Ellendale. 

Woodstream Corporation of 
Ellendale has a 60,000-square foot 
building that uses 40,000 square feet 
of manufacturing space and 20,000 
square feet of warehouse space. With 
58 full time people and an additional 50 
or so seasonal workers, this facility runs 
at a fervent hum all year long. 

The workforce runs 24/7 for about 
five months out of the year and this 
time of year, the plant is jumping, 
getting orders out for the spring rush as 
warmer weather brings not only a new 
crop of pests, but a larger demand to fill 
the big box store demands.

The Ellendale plant is one 
of nine plants/distribution centers that 
brandish the Woodstream name with 

other operations set up in Shenzhen 
in China, Rutland in the UK, Brampton 
in Ontario, Canada, Mechanicsburg, 
Pennsylvania, St. Joseph, 
Missouri, Knoxville, Tennessee, Denton, 
Texas, and corporate headquarters in 
Lititz, Pennsylvania. 

The local operation sends out 
about 40 percent of product to 
the final distribution centers in St. 
Joe and Mechanicsburg, while the 
other 60 percent are components 
made at the Ellendale facility. Most of 
the components are shipped to the 
Knoxville or Lititz plant for assembly 
and shipping. 

The building, which has seen plastic 
injections operations for several years 
was purchased from Zareba and North 
Central Plastics in 2010. Woodstream 
still maintains the product line for 
Zareba as well as manufacturing for 
other well-known pet care and pest 
control companies such as Victor, 
Fi-Shock, Perky-Pet, Terro, Rutland 
electric fencing, Red Snap’r, Sweeneys, 
Havahart, ElectroBraid fencing, Dr. T’s, 
and Mosquito Magnet. 

At present, the plant runs 22 molding, 
2 extrusion lines and 10 assembly 
lines.  The man at the pulse of the 
entire operation is Sr. Director of 
Molding Operations, Bryan Haugen, 
who has been with the company since 
2011. Haugen, a central Minnesota 
native now living with his family in 

Waseca, is no stranger to extrusion and 
injection molding plants and comes with 
28 years of experience. 

Back in 1989 he got his start 
at Schwann’s, molding ice cream 
containers in Marshall, Minnesota. 
From there he managed plant 
operations for various companies 
in Fremont, Indiana, (Letica) 
and Kohler, Wisconsin, (Spartech.) and 
Mankato, (Spartech, now 
Poly One Corp.). 

A feature of Woodstream is its vision 
to take new products off the drawing 
board and into production.

“All new items are usually developed 
at our corporate headquarters in 
Lititz,” said Haugen. “We put a lot 
into research and development and 
can usually take a new product to 
production in six months or less.” 

To keep up with industry standards 
and new technology, the company 
is always looking to stay ahead of 
the hoard of evolving pests and 
in addition to inventing a better 
mousetrap, they are also on the 
cutting edge of protecting the pets we 
domesticate, creating better boundaries 
for the animals who need to run, and 
secure housing and feeding for the 
birds.

An international presence right here 
in your own backyard.

By MARK DELAP 
Managing Editor 

The lightest, most durable, longest lasting 
truck fenders, bracket kits, and truck 
accessories in the trucking industry.

Minimizer.com • 800-248-3855 • Blooming Prairie
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Diaper Drive 
drop off 

locatoins
The Steele County Dia-

per Bank, founded by Owa-
tonna Hospital Foundation 
in 2013, provides a short-
term, limited supply of free 
diapers for needy infants 
and young children living in 
Steele County.  The Foun-
dation, in partnership with 
Owatonna Hospital, part of 
Allina Health, is hosting a 
community Diaper Drive on 
Saturday, June 3 in Owa-
tonna.

“We’re accepting dona-
tions of new, disposable 
diapers from preemie to 
children’s size 7, prefera-
bly in complete unopened 
packages,” said Natalie 
Ginter, director of the Owa-
tonna Hospital Foundation. 
“Financial donations are 
also welcomed as we can 
purchase diapers in bulk at 
discounted prices, so your 
gift can have an even great-
er local impact.”

“Diapers may seem like 
something most people can 
afford but there are no gov-
ernment subsidies or pro-
grams for diapers, and they 
are actually quite expen-

sive,” said Elizabeth Keck, 
social worker and health-
care coordinator at Owa-
tonna Hospital. “I’ve seen 
many parents try to extend 
the life of a diaper because 
they didn’t have the re-
sources to buy more until 
their next paycheck – that 
is where the Steele County 
Diaper Bank can help.”

Drop off your diaper do-
nations at this location:

· Cash Wise Foods
495 W North St., Fri-

day, 11 a.m.-6 p.m. (lunch 
wagon only)

Saturday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
(lunch wagon and Diaper 
Drive)

 All proceeds from the 
lunch wagon benefit the 
Steele County Diaper Bank.

 “This is always a fun 
event for a worthy cause,” 
said Keck. “I know all of the 
families who use the Diaper 
Bank are appreciative. This 
is definitely a community 
initiative, so we appreciate 
the support.”

 For more information, 
visit allinahealth.org/owa-
tonna.

Sobrack takes 
award

Lakes & Prairies Dis-
trict Exchange Division 4 
Director Randy Sobrack, 
and immediate past presi-
dent of the Exchange Club 
of Steele County, shared 
words of appreciation after 
being awarded “Exchange 
of the Year,” during the dis-
trict’s convention awards 
banquet, May 20, at the 

Best Western Holiday 
Lodge in Clear Lake, Iowa.

 The award is presented 
to an individual who has ex-
celled in Exchange during 
the 2016-17 award year It 
includes efforts in member-
ship, leadership, volunteer-
ism and active participation 
in Exchange activities. 

The Exchange Club of 
Owatonna’s Kathy Schro-
eder, who was unable to at-
tend, received an “Exchan-
gite Hall of Fame” award. 

This is given to an individu-
al who has been a member 
of Exchange for a minimum 
of 25 years. 

It is based on the con-
tributions of the individu-
al throughout the 25-plus 
years and includes all as-
pects of Exchange (club, 
district and national). 

The Lakes & Prairies Dis-
trict consists of 22 clubs lo-
cated in Minnesota, Iowa, 
and Omaha, Nebraska.

BUSINESS BRIEFS

Randy Sobrack

Business Briefs

Greenhouse facility breaks ground near Medford

Construction is underway on a greenhouse facility that will produce 
locally grown lettuce along the frontage road of Interstate 35 just south of 
Richie Brothers Auctioneering by Medford. The greenhouse is expected 
to be completed by November with the first seeding taking place in late 
November. Revol Greens will be supplying lettuce before the end of the 
year to grocers and restaurants in a 200-mile radius around the Midwest.

Revol Greens is building a 
30,000 square foot facility 
near Medford. Once the 
facility is operational later this 
year, Revol will grow high-
quality lettuce 365 days a 
year. The greenhouse will be 
designed to maximize natural 
light, growing year-round 
by supplementing with LED 
lighting during the winter.

“Our goal is to make 
Revol Greens lettuce the 
most sustainable on the 

market.”

~Jay Johnson
 Revol Greens Owner

Floor Tech Products and Services Include:
• Laminate and hardwood flooring
• Oak wood flooring
• Maple wood flooring
• Cork flooring
• Flooring installation
• Carpet and tile flooring
• Stain resistant carpet
• Commercial carpet
• Granite tiling
• Porcelain
• Vinyl
• Ceramic
• Environmentally responsible floorings
• Window treatments

Floor Tech in Blooming Prairie, MN provides flooring products and services. 
We have built a reputation for great workmanship, quality, reliable, and affordable 
service. We have a wide assortment of samples available to choose from, so stop 
by our showroom and see what we have to offer.

Call Us Now for a Consultation!
Tim Wacek • 507-583-2276 • 322 E. Main, Blooming Prairie
Derek Reichl • 507-552-1637 • 2201 E. Main St., Albert Lea

FLOOR TECH

Floor Tech Offer  
Brands Such As:
• Mohawk
• Stainmaster
• Fausfloor
• Congolium
• Shaw
• Hunter Douglas
• Kraus
• Cork Comfort
• Marazzi
• Greenworks
• Quickstep
• Ceramic Tile Works

Your source 
for all your 

flooring needs

•One Bedroom Senior Apartment 
•for elderly or disabled persons. 
•Rent is based on 30% of net income. 
•Secured entry and convenient lift 
•to second floor.

A USDA Rural Housing Project 
Call Baldus Properties LLC (507) 437-2074

Prairie Villa II 
Blooming Prairie

You’re 
Gonna 
Love 
It Here

BY RICK BUSSLER 
Publisher

Business Briefs

BY RICK BUSSLER 
Publisher
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Building a better mousetrap

It’s been the struggle for the 
ages. Man vs pest. Man conquers 
pest. Rest of pest’s family returns and 
conquers man.

There’s nothing as unsavory 
as unwanted ants to the picnic, 
mosquitoes disrupting your romantic 
sunset or your early morning trip to the 
pantry to find that a rodent has been 
chowing down on your Lucky Charms. 

There is a made in America company 
that hits even closer to home in the 
war against pests. Your next “better 
mousetrap” could be designed and built 
right here in Ellendale. 

Woodstream Corporation of 
Ellendale has a 60,000-square foot 
building that uses 40,000 square feet 
of manufacturing space and 20,000 
square feet of warehouse space. With 
58 full time people and an additional 50 
or so seasonal workers, this facility runs 
at a fervent hum all year long. 

The workforce runs 24/7 for about 
five months out of the year and this 
time of year, the plant is jumping, 
getting orders out for the spring rush as 
warmer weather brings not only a new 
crop of pests, but a larger demand to fill 
the big box store demands.

The Ellendale plant is one 
of nine plants/distribution centers that 
brandish the Woodstream name with 

other operations set up in Shenzhen 
in China, Rutland in the UK, Brampton 
in Ontario, Canada, Mechanicsburg, 
Pennsylvania, St. Joseph, 
Missouri, Knoxville, Tennessee, Denton, 
Texas, and corporate headquarters in 
Lititz, Pennsylvania. 

The local operation sends out 
about 40 percent of product to 
the final distribution centers in St. 
Joe and Mechanicsburg, while the 
other 60 percent are components 
made at the Ellendale facility. Most of 
the components are shipped to the 
Knoxville or Lititz plant for assembly 
and shipping. 

The building, which has seen plastic 
injections operations for several years 
was purchased from Zareba and North 
Central Plastics in 2010. Woodstream 
still maintains the product line for 
Zareba as well as manufacturing for 
other well-known pet care and pest 
control companies such as Victor, 
Fi-Shock, Perky-Pet, Terro, Rutland 
electric fencing, Red Snap’r, Sweeneys, 
Havahart, ElectroBraid fencing, Dr. T’s, 
and Mosquito Magnet. 

At present, the plant runs 22 molding, 
2 extrusion lines and 10 assembly 
lines.  The man at the pulse of the 
entire operation is Sr. Director of 
Molding Operations, Bryan Haugen, 
who has been with the company since 
2011. Haugen, a central Minnesota 
native now living with his family in 

Waseca, is no stranger to extrusion and 
injection molding plants and comes with 
28 years of experience. 

Back in 1989 he got his start 
at Schwann’s, molding ice cream 
containers in Marshall, Minnesota. 
From there he managed plant 
operations for various companies 
in Fremont, Indiana, (Letica) 
and Kohler, Wisconsin, (Spartech.) and 
Mankato, (Spartech, now 
Poly One Corp.). 

A feature of Woodstream is its vision 
to take new products off the drawing 
board and into production.

“All new items are usually developed 
at our corporate headquarters in 
Lititz,” said Haugen. “We put a lot 
into research and development and 
can usually take a new product to 
production in six months or less.” 

To keep up with industry standards 
and new technology, the company 
is always looking to stay ahead of 
the hoard of evolving pests and 
in addition to inventing a better 
mousetrap, they are also on the 
cutting edge of protecting the pets we 
domesticate, creating better boundaries 
for the animals who need to run, and 
secure housing and feeding for the 
birds.

An international presence right here 
in your own backyard.

By MARK DELAP 
Managing Editor 

The lightest, most durable, longest lasting 
truck fenders, bracket kits, and truck 
accessories in the trucking industry.

Minimizer.com • 800-248-3855 • Blooming Prairie

Specializing in Agricultural
Sprayers & Tractors

507.455.1950

OPEN
24 HOURS

1164 W Frontage Rd
Owatonna

www.deanstowing.com

870 32 Ave. NW, Owatonna
Emergency or on the farm repair

507-455-0388
(After hours 507-455-0483)

Mike’s
Ag & Truck Tire
REPAIR

(507) 413-5559
Your Local Roofing & Siding Specialists

Diaper Drive 
drop off 

locatoins
The Steele County Dia-

per Bank, founded by Owa-
tonna Hospital Foundation 
in 2013, provides a short-
term, limited supply of free 
diapers for needy infants 
and young children living in 
Steele County.  The Foun-
dation, in partnership with 
Owatonna Hospital, part of 
Allina Health, is hosting a 
community Diaper Drive on 
Saturday, June 3 in Owa-
tonna.

“We’re accepting dona-
tions of new, disposable 
diapers from preemie to 
children’s size 7, prefera-
bly in complete unopened 
packages,” said Natalie 
Ginter, director of the Owa-
tonna Hospital Foundation. 
“Financial donations are 
also welcomed as we can 
purchase diapers in bulk at 
discounted prices, so your 
gift can have an even great-
er local impact.”

“Diapers may seem like 
something most people can 
afford but there are no gov-
ernment subsidies or pro-
grams for diapers, and they 
are actually quite expen-

sive,” said Elizabeth Keck, 
social worker and health-
care coordinator at Owa-
tonna Hospital. “I’ve seen 
many parents try to extend 
the life of a diaper because 
they didn’t have the re-
sources to buy more until 
their next paycheck – that 
is where the Steele County 
Diaper Bank can help.”

Drop off your diaper do-
nations at this location:

· Cash Wise Foods
495 W North St., Fri-

day, 11 a.m.-6 p.m. (lunch 
wagon only)

Saturday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
(lunch wagon and Diaper 
Drive)

 All proceeds from the 
lunch wagon benefit the 
Steele County Diaper Bank.

 “This is always a fun 
event for a worthy cause,” 
said Keck. “I know all of the 
families who use the Diaper 
Bank are appreciative. This 
is definitely a community 
initiative, so we appreciate 
the support.”

 For more information, 
visit allinahealth.org/owa-
tonna.

Sobrack takes 
award

Lakes & Prairies Dis-
trict Exchange Division 4 
Director Randy Sobrack, 
and immediate past presi-
dent of the Exchange Club 
of Steele County, shared 
words of appreciation after 
being awarded “Exchange 
of the Year,” during the dis-
trict’s convention awards 
banquet, May 20, at the 

Best Western Holiday 
Lodge in Clear Lake, Iowa.

 The award is presented 
to an individual who has ex-
celled in Exchange during 
the 2016-17 award year It 
includes efforts in member-
ship, leadership, volunteer-
ism and active participation 
in Exchange activities. 

The Exchange Club of 
Owatonna’s Kathy Schro-
eder, who was unable to at-
tend, received an “Exchan-
gite Hall of Fame” award. 

This is given to an individu-
al who has been a member 
of Exchange for a minimum 
of 25 years. 

It is based on the con-
tributions of the individu-
al throughout the 25-plus 
years and includes all as-
pects of Exchange (club, 
district and national). 

The Lakes & Prairies Dis-
trict consists of 22 clubs lo-
cated in Minnesota, Iowa, 
and Omaha, Nebraska.

BUSINESS BRIEFS

Randy Sobrack

• Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
• Spot & Stain Removal
• Deodorizing & Pet Treatment
• Stain Protection
• Commercial & Residential
• Prochem System

  Professionals Provide:
• Expert Workmanship
• Proven Cleaning Methods
• Clean, Ultra-Fresh 
  Carpets & Fabrics
• A Healthier Indoor Environment

Carpet & 
Upholstery  

Cleaning

Serving the Dodge County Area
Call for a FREE ESTIMATE

• Kasson 507-634-6985 
• Dodge Center 507-374-6806
• 1-800-569-1331

Your Local Member of the

Call for free estimates

Your Community Mental Health Center Serving…  
For 50 Years”  WITH “ Providing Positive Direction  

for Life’s Problems since 1964

507-451-2630 • WWW.SCHRC.COM • 610 FLORENCE AVE., OWATONNA, MN 
Outside Owatonna: 800-722-0590; After-Hour Emergencies: 507-455-8100; Offices in Waseca and Kasson

Arkansas native readying ‘Misplaced Magnolia’ in downtown Kasson

Finding the 
values of 
treasures

Appraisal Specialists 
Midwest, the Twin Cities 
foremost qualified personal 
property appraisers will again 
be available during Marigold 
Days in Mantorville this year. 
Bring your cherished heirlooms 
and antiques on Saturday, Sept. 
9 from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m.            

As stated by Bonnie 
Lindberg the “Treasured 
Uncovered event is like a 
antique road show experience” 
and some people who bring a 
item for appraisal stay for the 
rest of the event.

We are located on the North 
side of the Welcome Center 
under the big tent. Specialists 
Bonnie Lindberg, Jim 
Marrinan and Kevin Callahan 
love coming to Mantorville 
for Marigold Days. They 
say “ Mantorville truly is a 
Minnesota treasure”. This is 
a fun and interesting antique 
appraisal show you do not 
want to miss.

Sponsors for the Treasures 

If Jeannine Hensley was ever 
misplaced, she has certainly found her 
spot.

The Kasson resident and Arkansas 
native is establishing Misplaced 
Magnolia Southern Bistro and BBQ, 
in the former Leuthold’s Clothing and 
Shoes building at 107 W. Main St., 
Kasson. 

It’s hoped that the 
restaurant billed as 
“The Mid-South meets 
the Midwest” will 
open in early October.

“And of course the 
magnolia tree only 
grows in the South,” 
Hensley said. “And 
someone, when I first 
moved to Minnesota, 
had called me ‘The 
misplaced magnolia.’ 

So that’s where the name comes from.
“It was kind of a joke: ‘Well, you’re 

just a misplaced magnolia,’” she said. 
“And I immediately thought, ‘Oh my 
gosh, that’s a great name for a restaurant.’ 
Because I knew that I wanted to open the 
southern-themed restaurant up here in 
Minnesota. It clicked, and I liked it and 
I’ve had it written down in a notebook 
for years. So when we got ready to go, I 
just went right back to it.”

Hensley and her husband, Gerry, 
purchased the 1900 building in 2010 and 
began renovating it early this year.

Leuthold’s closed in 2006 after more 
than 140 years in business.

There was flooding in the empty 
building before Hensley came along; 
water pipes burst because the heat had 
been turned off.

The ceiling had been painted black, 
and the paint was flaking off.

“It was pretty dreary,” she said.
A company was hired to sand-blast 

the ceiling, and the Hensleys repainted 
it themselves, bringing out the old, 
exquisite detail.

The couple is removing tile flooring 

from the 1930s, which contained 
asbestos and was partially covered with 
carpeting from the ‘70s, to expose the 
original hardwood floor.

They also found original wiring, from 
the early days of electricity; old clay 
pipes that had to be removed; old plaster 
– the list continues.

“We’re trying to mix the new in with 
the old, and preserve the look of the 
building,” Hensley said. “With a building 
this old, you’ve got layers of old: You’ve 
got the ‘30s, you’ve got the ‘50s, you’ve 
got the ‘60s. You’ve just got to kind of 
chisel down, like an archaeologist, to get 
back to the bones.”

The Hensleys moved to Kasson about 
11 years ago, when Gerry was hired by 
the Mayo Clinic in Rochester. He’s now 
employed by the U.S. Army Reserve.

Their daughter, Lauren, graduated 
from Kasson-Mantorville High School 
in 2014 and is studying at Minnesota 
State University, Mankato.

“This became home, and we love it,” 
Jeannine Hensley said. “We love the 
town of Kasson, specifically. We like 
being in a small town. We love being 
able to walk to everything that we like 
to go to, to the grocery store, to the 

park, to the Fairgrounds, to Main Street. 
We love the school system. In fact, the 
school system is why we picked Kasson. 
Our daughter was only in the third grade 
when we moved to Kasson. 

“We drew a circle around Rochester 
and figured, ‘This is how far we’re going 
to drive,’ and then started what we called 
‘town-shopping,’” she said. “We went to 
all the small towns and looked to see 
what we liked, and then researched the 
school systems, and we picked Kasson 
and we couldn’t be happier.”

It will be nice, she said, for Kasson 
to have another dining option, to add 
variety and keep local dollars in Kasson.

“I think a lot of residents are excited, 
because we’ve had so many people 
just stick their head in the front door 
when they see us, and say, ‘What are 
you doing,’ ‘Oh, we can’t wait,’ ‘Oh, I 
remember when …’ Hensley said.

“I think it’s really important for us 
to start bringing some of these older 
buildings back here on Main Street, 
and not just contributing to the city, but 
contributing to the history.”

Uncover event are Old Rooster 
Antiques Rochester.

Tailgating for 
FFA

Triton FFA Alumni 
Sponsored Tailgate Party.

Come on out for a night of 
fun along with the Triton FFA 
chapter for a tailgate party.

September 22, 4:30-6:30 
p.m. Triton Bus Garage prior 
to football game. Burger Meal 
Provided. Questions Contact:

David Fitzgerald,  507-
951-0296; Robby Gilliland 
-507-272-7788; Sheryl 
Dohrmann- 507-273-7015; 
Tim Marquardt- 507-259-
3329.

SEMAC 
Announces 

Grant 
Application 

Deadline

This activity is made 
possible by the voters of 
Minnesota through grants 

from the Minnesota State Arts 
Board thanks to a legislative 
appropriation from the arts and 
cultural heritage fund.

 The Southeastern 
Minnesota Arts Council 
announces a call for proposals 
in three categories:  Arts and 
Cultural Heritage, Presenter/
Production Assistance, and 
Small Towns/Rural Areas.  All 
proposed projects must begin 
no earlier than December 1, 
2017 and be completed within 
twelve months, culminating 
in a capstone event that is 
accessible and open to the 
public.  Online applications 
will be available throughout 
September with an October 1, 
2017 submission deadline.

 SEMAC, a non-profit arts 
agency, is designated by the 
State of Minnesota Arts Board 
as the regional arts council for 
eleven southeastern Minnesota 
counties:  Dodge, Fillmore, 
Freeborn, Goodhue, Houston, 
Mower, Olmsted, Rice, Steele, 
Wabasha, and Winona.

 For information about the 
grant application process, 
eligibility, or grant writing 
assistance, contact the 

SEMAC office at 2778 D 
Commerce Dr. NW, Rochester, 
MN 55901 or call 507-281-
4848.   Information may also 
be found on our Web site at 
www.semac.org.

Small Towns/
Rural Areas 

Grants

The Small Towns/Rural 
Areas grants offer funding up 
to three thousand dollars to 
qualified applicants located in 
areas of the SEMAC Region 
with populations under 7,500.  
A 20% match is required.

 SEMAC support may be 
used for assistance in activities 
which directly involve the 
creation, performance, 
publication, or exhibition of 
art.  Applicants may include 
arts organizations, government 
entities and public or non-
religious private schools, either 
individually or in cooperation.  
These grants cannot be used 
to cover the costs of school 
residencies.

Southern cooking, 
comin’ up

By RICHARD JOHNSON 
DCI Managing Editor

Jeannine 
Hensley

Business Briefs

Local RV dealership serving 
southern Minnesota wins top award

495 West N. Street, Owatonna
507-451-7220 www.cashwise.com

CashWiseDelivers.com

FLOOR TECH

Carpet • Vinyl • Laminate Wood • Ceramic

Call Us Now for a Consultation!
Tim Wacek • 583-2276 • 322 E. Main, Blooming Prairie
Derek Reichl • 552-1637 • 2201 E. Main St., Albert Lea

Your source for all your flooring needs

Featuring:

Ag & Truck Tire Sales & Repair
Heavy Duty Truck • Ag & Implement Tire Repair & Sales

Wheel Alignment • Tire Balancing

• Aluminum  
Wheel Polishing 

• Tracks

Now Offering:

After hours 
507-455-0483

507-455-0388
870  32nd Ave NW, Owatonna, MN

Emergency OR On-The-Farm Repair

Servicing European • Domestic • Asian • Hybrid
Tow Truck Service Call:  507-440-0093

507-583-9994
536 Highway 218 S - Blooming Prairie, MN 55917

www.darrickspreferredauto.com

Your Full Service, One - Stop 
 Automotive Repair Shop

“This achievement 
would not be possible 
without the hard work of 
our team, their dedication 
to the industry and our 
loyal customers they serve 
every day.

 Mike Noble
Noble RV Owner
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Small Town Business
Small Town Pride
Small Town Business

Small Town Pride

507-356-8324

Mon - Fri: 7:00am - 5:00pm 
Sat: 8:00am - 12:00pm

www.pineislandlumber.com
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Building a better mousetrap

It’s been the struggle for the 
ages. Man vs pest. Man conquers 
pest. Rest of pest’s family returns and 
conquers man.

There’s nothing as unsavory 
as unwanted ants to the picnic, 
mosquitoes disrupting your romantic 
sunset or your early morning trip to the 
pantry to find that a rodent has been 
chowing down on your Lucky Charms. 

There is a made in America company 
that hits even closer to home in the 
war against pests. Your next “better 
mousetrap” could be designed and built 
right here in Ellendale. 

Woodstream Corporation of 
Ellendale has a 60,000-square foot 
building that uses 40,000 square feet 
of manufacturing space and 20,000 
square feet of warehouse space. With 
58 full time people and an additional 50 
or so seasonal workers, this facility runs 
at a fervent hum all year long. 

The workforce runs 24/7 for about 
five months out of the year and this 
time of year, the plant is jumping, 
getting orders out for the spring rush as 
warmer weather brings not only a new 
crop of pests, but a larger demand to fill 
the big box store demands.

The Ellendale plant is one 
of nine plants/distribution centers that 
brandish the Woodstream name with 

other operations set up in Shenzhen 
in China, Rutland in the UK, Brampton 
in Ontario, Canada, Mechanicsburg, 
Pennsylvania, St. Joseph, 
Missouri, Knoxville, Tennessee, Denton, 
Texas, and corporate headquarters in 
Lititz, Pennsylvania. 

The local operation sends out 
about 40 percent of product to 
the final distribution centers in St. 
Joe and Mechanicsburg, while the 
other 60 percent are components 
made at the Ellendale facility. Most of 
the components are shipped to the 
Knoxville or Lititz plant for assembly 
and shipping. 

The building, which has seen plastic 
injections operations for several years 
was purchased from Zareba and North 
Central Plastics in 2010. Woodstream 
still maintains the product line for 
Zareba as well as manufacturing for 
other well-known pet care and pest 
control companies such as Victor, 
Fi-Shock, Perky-Pet, Terro, Rutland 
electric fencing, Red Snap’r, Sweeneys, 
Havahart, ElectroBraid fencing, Dr. T’s, 
and Mosquito Magnet. 

At present, the plant runs 22 molding, 
2 extrusion lines and 10 assembly 
lines.  The man at the pulse of the 
entire operation is Sr. Director of 
Molding Operations, Bryan Haugen, 
who has been with the company since 
2011. Haugen, a central Minnesota 
native now living with his family in 

Waseca, is no stranger to extrusion and 
injection molding plants and comes with 
28 years of experience. 

Back in 1989 he got his start 
at Schwann’s, molding ice cream 
containers in Marshall, Minnesota. 
From there he managed plant 
operations for various companies 
in Fremont, Indiana, (Letica) 
and Kohler, Wisconsin, (Spartech.) and 
Mankato, (Spartech, now 
Poly One Corp.). 

A feature of Woodstream is its vision 
to take new products off the drawing 
board and into production.

“All new items are usually developed 
at our corporate headquarters in 
Lititz,” said Haugen. “We put a lot 
into research and development and 
can usually take a new product to 
production in six months or less.” 

To keep up with industry standards 
and new technology, the company 
is always looking to stay ahead of 
the hoard of evolving pests and 
in addition to inventing a better 
mousetrap, they are also on the 
cutting edge of protecting the pets we 
domesticate, creating better boundaries 
for the animals who need to run, and 
secure housing and feeding for the 
birds.

An international presence right here 
in your own backyard.

By MARK DELAP 
Managing Editor 

The lightest, most durable, longest lasting 
truck fenders, bracket kits, and truck 
accessories in the trucking industry.

Minimizer.com • 800-248-3855 • Blooming Prairie

Specializing in Agricultural
Sprayers & Tractors

507.455.1950

OPEN
24 HOURS

1164 W Frontage Rd
Owatonna

www.deanstowing.com

870 32 Ave. NW, Owatonna
Emergency or on the farm repair

507-455-0388
(After hours 507-455-0483)

Mike’s
Ag & Truck Tire
REPAIR

(507) 413-5559
Your Local Roofing & Siding Specialists

Diaper Drive 
drop off 

locatoins
The Steele County Dia-

per Bank, founded by Owa-
tonna Hospital Foundation 
in 2013, provides a short-
term, limited supply of free 
diapers for needy infants 
and young children living in 
Steele County.  The Foun-
dation, in partnership with 
Owatonna Hospital, part of 
Allina Health, is hosting a 
community Diaper Drive on 
Saturday, June 3 in Owa-
tonna.

“We’re accepting dona-
tions of new, disposable 
diapers from preemie to 
children’s size 7, prefera-
bly in complete unopened 
packages,” said Natalie 
Ginter, director of the Owa-
tonna Hospital Foundation. 
“Financial donations are 
also welcomed as we can 
purchase diapers in bulk at 
discounted prices, so your 
gift can have an even great-
er local impact.”

“Diapers may seem like 
something most people can 
afford but there are no gov-
ernment subsidies or pro-
grams for diapers, and they 
are actually quite expen-

sive,” said Elizabeth Keck, 
social worker and health-
care coordinator at Owa-
tonna Hospital. “I’ve seen 
many parents try to extend 
the life of a diaper because 
they didn’t have the re-
sources to buy more until 
their next paycheck – that 
is where the Steele County 
Diaper Bank can help.”

Drop off your diaper do-
nations at this location:

· Cash Wise Foods
495 W North St., Fri-

day, 11 a.m.-6 p.m. (lunch 
wagon only)

Saturday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
(lunch wagon and Diaper 
Drive)

 All proceeds from the 
lunch wagon benefit the 
Steele County Diaper Bank.

 “This is always a fun 
event for a worthy cause,” 
said Keck. “I know all of the 
families who use the Diaper 
Bank are appreciative. This 
is definitely a community 
initiative, so we appreciate 
the support.”

 For more information, 
visit allinahealth.org/owa-
tonna.

Sobrack takes 
award

Lakes & Prairies Dis-
trict Exchange Division 4 
Director Randy Sobrack, 
and immediate past presi-
dent of the Exchange Club 
of Steele County, shared 
words of appreciation after 
being awarded “Exchange 
of the Year,” during the dis-
trict’s convention awards 
banquet, May 20, at the 

Best Western Holiday 
Lodge in Clear Lake, Iowa.

 The award is presented 
to an individual who has ex-
celled in Exchange during 
the 2016-17 award year It 
includes efforts in member-
ship, leadership, volunteer-
ism and active participation 
in Exchange activities. 

The Exchange Club of 
Owatonna’s Kathy Schro-
eder, who was unable to at-
tend, received an “Exchan-
gite Hall of Fame” award. 

This is given to an individu-
al who has been a member 
of Exchange for a minimum 
of 25 years. 

It is based on the con-
tributions of the individu-
al throughout the 25-plus 
years and includes all as-
pects of Exchange (club, 
district and national). 

The Lakes & Prairies Dis-
trict consists of 22 clubs lo-
cated in Minnesota, Iowa, 
and Omaha, Nebraska.

BUSINESS BRIEFS

Randy Sobrack

• Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
• Spot & Stain Removal
• Deodorizing & Pet Treatment
• Stain Protection
• Commercial & Residential
• Prochem System

  Professionals Provide:
• Expert Workmanship
• Proven Cleaning Methods
• Clean, Ultra-Fresh 
  Carpets & Fabrics
• A Healthier Indoor Environment

Carpet & 
Upholstery  

Cleaning

Serving the Dodge County Area
Call for a FREE ESTIMATE

• Kasson 507-634-6985 
• Dodge Center 507-374-6806
• 1-800-569-1331

Your Local Member of the

Call for free estimates

Your Community Mental Health Center Serving…  
For 50 Years”  WITH “ Providing Positive Direction  

for Life’s Problems since 1964

507-451-2630 • WWW.SCHRC.COM • 610 FLORENCE AVE., OWATONNA, MN 
Outside Owatonna: 800-722-0590; After-Hour Emergencies: 507-455-8100; Offices in Waseca and Kasson

Arkansas native readying ‘Misplaced Magnolia’ in downtown Kasson

Finding the 
values of 
treasures

Appraisal Specialists 
Midwest, the Twin Cities 
foremost qualified personal 
property appraisers will again 
be available during Marigold 
Days in Mantorville this year. 
Bring your cherished heirlooms 
and antiques on Saturday, Sept. 
9 from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m.            

As stated by Bonnie 
Lindberg the “Treasured 
Uncovered event is like a 
antique road show experience” 
and some people who bring a 
item for appraisal stay for the 
rest of the event.

We are located on the North 
side of the Welcome Center 
under the big tent. Specialists 
Bonnie Lindberg, Jim 
Marrinan and Kevin Callahan 
love coming to Mantorville 
for Marigold Days. They 
say “ Mantorville truly is a 
Minnesota treasure”. This is 
a fun and interesting antique 
appraisal show you do not 
want to miss.

Sponsors for the Treasures 

If Jeannine Hensley was ever 
misplaced, she has certainly found her 
spot.

The Kasson resident and Arkansas 
native is establishing Misplaced 
Magnolia Southern Bistro and BBQ, 
in the former Leuthold’s Clothing and 
Shoes building at 107 W. Main St., 
Kasson. 

It’s hoped that the 
restaurant billed as 
“The Mid-South meets 
the Midwest” will 
open in early October.

“And of course the 
magnolia tree only 
grows in the South,” 
Hensley said. “And 
someone, when I first 
moved to Minnesota, 
had called me ‘The 
misplaced magnolia.’ 

So that’s where the name comes from.
“It was kind of a joke: ‘Well, you’re 

just a misplaced magnolia,’” she said. 
“And I immediately thought, ‘Oh my 
gosh, that’s a great name for a restaurant.’ 
Because I knew that I wanted to open the 
southern-themed restaurant up here in 
Minnesota. It clicked, and I liked it and 
I’ve had it written down in a notebook 
for years. So when we got ready to go, I 
just went right back to it.”

Hensley and her husband, Gerry, 
purchased the 1900 building in 2010 and 
began renovating it early this year.

Leuthold’s closed in 2006 after more 
than 140 years in business.

There was flooding in the empty 
building before Hensley came along; 
water pipes burst because the heat had 
been turned off.

The ceiling had been painted black, 
and the paint was flaking off.

“It was pretty dreary,” she said.
A company was hired to sand-blast 

the ceiling, and the Hensleys repainted 
it themselves, bringing out the old, 
exquisite detail.

The couple is removing tile flooring 

from the 1930s, which contained 
asbestos and was partially covered with 
carpeting from the ‘70s, to expose the 
original hardwood floor.

They also found original wiring, from 
the early days of electricity; old clay 
pipes that had to be removed; old plaster 
– the list continues.

“We’re trying to mix the new in with 
the old, and preserve the look of the 
building,” Hensley said. “With a building 
this old, you’ve got layers of old: You’ve 
got the ‘30s, you’ve got the ‘50s, you’ve 
got the ‘60s. You’ve just got to kind of 
chisel down, like an archaeologist, to get 
back to the bones.”

The Hensleys moved to Kasson about 
11 years ago, when Gerry was hired by 
the Mayo Clinic in Rochester. He’s now 
employed by the U.S. Army Reserve.

Their daughter, Lauren, graduated 
from Kasson-Mantorville High School 
in 2014 and is studying at Minnesota 
State University, Mankato.

“This became home, and we love it,” 
Jeannine Hensley said. “We love the 
town of Kasson, specifically. We like 
being in a small town. We love being 
able to walk to everything that we like 
to go to, to the grocery store, to the 

park, to the Fairgrounds, to Main Street. 
We love the school system. In fact, the 
school system is why we picked Kasson. 
Our daughter was only in the third grade 
when we moved to Kasson. 

“We drew a circle around Rochester 
and figured, ‘This is how far we’re going 
to drive,’ and then started what we called 
‘town-shopping,’” she said. “We went to 
all the small towns and looked to see 
what we liked, and then researched the 
school systems, and we picked Kasson 
and we couldn’t be happier.”

It will be nice, she said, for Kasson 
to have another dining option, to add 
variety and keep local dollars in Kasson.

“I think a lot of residents are excited, 
because we’ve had so many people 
just stick their head in the front door 
when they see us, and say, ‘What are 
you doing,’ ‘Oh, we can’t wait,’ ‘Oh, I 
remember when …’ Hensley said.

“I think it’s really important for us 
to start bringing some of these older 
buildings back here on Main Street, 
and not just contributing to the city, but 
contributing to the history.”

Uncover event are Old Rooster 
Antiques Rochester.

Tailgating for 
FFA

Triton FFA Alumni 
Sponsored Tailgate Party.

Come on out for a night of 
fun along with the Triton FFA 
chapter for a tailgate party.

September 22, 4:30-6:30 
p.m. Triton Bus Garage prior 
to football game. Burger Meal 
Provided. Questions Contact:

David Fitzgerald,  507-
951-0296; Robby Gilliland 
-507-272-7788; Sheryl 
Dohrmann- 507-273-7015; 
Tim Marquardt- 507-259-
3329.

SEMAC 
Announces 

Grant 
Application 

Deadline

This activity is made 
possible by the voters of 
Minnesota through grants 

from the Minnesota State Arts 
Board thanks to a legislative 
appropriation from the arts and 
cultural heritage fund.

 The Southeastern 
Minnesota Arts Council 
announces a call for proposals 
in three categories:  Arts and 
Cultural Heritage, Presenter/
Production Assistance, and 
Small Towns/Rural Areas.  All 
proposed projects must begin 
no earlier than December 1, 
2017 and be completed within 
twelve months, culminating 
in a capstone event that is 
accessible and open to the 
public.  Online applications 
will be available throughout 
September with an October 1, 
2017 submission deadline.

 SEMAC, a non-profit arts 
agency, is designated by the 
State of Minnesota Arts Board 
as the regional arts council for 
eleven southeastern Minnesota 
counties:  Dodge, Fillmore, 
Freeborn, Goodhue, Houston, 
Mower, Olmsted, Rice, Steele, 
Wabasha, and Winona.

 For information about the 
grant application process, 
eligibility, or grant writing 
assistance, contact the 

SEMAC office at 2778 D 
Commerce Dr. NW, Rochester, 
MN 55901 or call 507-281-
4848.   Information may also 
be found on our Web site at 
www.semac.org.

Small Towns/
Rural Areas 

Grants

The Small Towns/Rural 
Areas grants offer funding up 
to three thousand dollars to 
qualified applicants located in 
areas of the SEMAC Region 
with populations under 7,500.  
A 20% match is required.

 SEMAC support may be 
used for assistance in activities 
which directly involve the 
creation, performance, 
publication, or exhibition of 
art.  Applicants may include 
arts organizations, government 
entities and public or non-
religious private schools, either 
individually or in cooperation.  
These grants cannot be used 
to cover the costs of school 
residencies.

Southern cooking, 
comin’ up

By RICHARD JOHNSON 
DCI Managing Editor

Jeannine 
Hensley

Business Briefs

All in the FAMILY

Thronson 
Joins Ameriprise 
Financial Serving 

Local Residents

Eric Thronson, has joined 
the Austin office of Wealth 
Management Solutions, a 
financial advisory practice of 
Ameriprise Financial Services, 
Inc. as a Financial Advisor. 
Wealth Management Solutions 
is made up of 34 advisors and 
staff across six Minnesota 
locations. 

Thronson has nine years 
of experience in the financial 
industry and an additional 
8 years of experience as a 
regional retirement plan and 
pension consultant designing 
plans for corporations all 
over the upper Midwest. His 
practice is highly focused 
on financial planning and 
business retirement plans. 

Thronson and 
his wife and 
four children 
reside in 
Kasson. 

As a 
financial 
advisory 
practice, 
Wealth 
Management 
Solutions provides financial 
advice that is anchored in a 
solid understanding of client 
needs and expectations, 
and provided in one-on-one 
relationships with their clients. 

For more information, 
please contact the office at 
507-437-3523 or by cell at 
507-358-8532 or visit the 
Ameriprise office at 329 N 
Main St Suite 201. Austin.

Broadband Grant 
for rural Kasson

Lt. Governor Tina Smith 
and the Department of 
Employment and Economic 
Development (DEED) today 
announced the 2017 Border-
to-Border Broadband Grant 
recipients. The grants total 
$26 million for 39 broadband 
infrastructure projects that will 
provide 9,973 households, 
2,169 businesses, and 60 
community institutions across 
Minnesota access to reliable, 
affordable high-speed internet. 

KMTelecom has been 
awarded $606,108 for a rural 
Kasson Fiber Build.  This last 
mile project will serve 149 
unserved households and 9 
unserved businesses in the 
rural Canisteo and Ashland 
Townships located south of 
Kasson in Dodge County. 
In a funding partnership 

with the State of Minnesota, 
KMTelecom will provide 
broadband speeds up to 
1 Gig.  The KMTelecom 
project will improve access 
to education, health care and 
provide advanced broadband 
service to residences in 
the area. The total eligible 
project cost is $1.55 million 
with KMTelecom investing 
$948,000 in the fiber build. 

This grant is great news 
for KMTelecom and many 
other broadband providers in 
Minnesota.  The Broadband 
Grant Program helps to 
level the playing field for 
households and businesses 
in Greater Minnesota by 
providing them access to the 
same opportunities available 
to urban area residents.

Thank you to the MN Office 
of Broadband Development 
and all who support us!

Don Hodgman was lead 
foreman for a drainage 
contractor in West Concord 
when he set out on his own in 
1982.

Thirty-five years later, his 
business dream has expanded 
into a large, thriving venture 
in Dodge Center.

Hodgman Drainage Co., 
Inc., supplies commercial and 
agricultural drainage, earth-
moving work, directional 
drilling (trench-less utility 
work), and site preparation 
for municipal water and sewer 
projects in Dodge County and 
the region.

The company provided 
services this fall on the new 
Meadow View housing 
subdivision in Dodge Center, 
and delivers sand and gravel 
to the Al-Corn Clean Fuel 
site, undergoing expansion in 
Claremont.

“He took a leap of faith 
and went out on his own, 
and it’s continued to grow 
from there,” said owner and 
company president Dan 
Hodgman, Don’s son. “It 
takes a lot of work to keep 
everybody going. We’ve got a 
lot of great people.”

Dan and his brother, the late 
Scott Hodgman, bought Don 
out in the early 2000s.

Dan and his wife, Lori, 
Hodgman’s vice president, 
moved the company from 
West Concord about four 
years ago and developed 
their current headquarters, off 
Highway 14 between Dodge 
Center and Claremont.

They built a large, 
comfortable building on about 
45 acres in the summer of 
2013 and moved in during 
January, 2014.

The Hodgmans have about 
35 employees, including 
their sons Taylor (a project 
manager) and Tanner 
(the company’s business 
manager); their nephew, 
Nick Hodgman (a project 
manager); and Dan’s cousin, 
Frank Hodgman, senior 
project manager.

“The 
biggest 
assets we 
have are the 
people,” Lori 
Hodgman 
said. “Our 
employees 
are great. 
We’ve had 
a lot of 
guys here 
for many, many years, and 
they’re knowledgeable. They 
go hard and they care, and 
we’re out there to make sure 
our customers are well taken 
care of. 

“They get up every morning 

going, ‘OK, we’re going to 
improve the land, we’re going 
to improve people’s lives, 
we’re going to make our 
customers happy,’” she said. 
“We’re very family-oriented 
here. We like to take care of 
our people, and they have a 
lot of loyalty back. That’s just 
been the key to our success, 
really.”

Said Dan: “We’ve got a lot 
of loyal employees, we’ve 
got a lot of loyal customers. 
Great relationships over the 
years. The greatest assets are 
our employees, and that’s 
heartfelt.”

Hodgman also provides 
trucking, excavation, drain 
tile repair, and aggregate 
materials for solar and wind 
farm projects.

Lori said those employees 
work in a diligent, respectful 
manner.

“Sometimes it’s cold and 
harsh working conditions,” 

she said, “but we’re out 
there improving the land for 
farmers, so their yields are 
increased. They’re producing 
more food for feeding the 
world, basically. Yields go up, 
and that’s due in large part to 
improvement of the land.”

All that work has been 
rewarded with many repeat 
customers, and a wall stocked 
with ‘thank-yous’ and 
certificates of appreciation.

Hodgman supports the 
Triton, Kasson-Mantorville 
and Hayfield school districts, 
several local organizations, 
including 4-H and FFA, 
Toys for Tots, and other 
local charities, teams, and 
organizations.

“They give to us, and we 
give back,” Dan said. “It’s a 
win-win situation.”

“And we really like to 
be a positive part of our 
community,” Lori said. “We 
support the local schools 
and the local communities. 
The farmers around here are 
great, and the businesspeople 
are great. We grew up in this 
county, and this is where our 
home is. And it’s all turned 
out very well. So we’ve been 
blessed.”

Business Briefs

Thronson

RICHARD JOHNSON 
Managing Editor

Employees drive Hodgman Drainage success

“ The greatest assets 
are our employees, and 
that’s heartfelt.”

- Dan Hodgman, president 
Hodgman Drainage Co., Inc.

Shea’s Way

TOO
BIG
TOO SMALL

No job

or

Custom Cabinetry

Jimmy Shea

273-5356
New construction, remodeling and repairs

& Installation LLC

Lori and Dan Hodgman pause for a photo at their Dodge Center 
business, Hodgman Drainage Co., Inc. The company offers 
excavation, drainage and septic system services.

Area students showed their 
appreciation for Hodgman 
Drainage.



BIRTHDAYS

Dec. 1
Kelly Lamotte 
Andy Krebs

Marilyn Meshke
Stephanie 
Emanuel

Dec. 2
Fran Coughlin 
Nicole Leigh 

Greene

Dec. 3
Jessica Ressler
Aurora Musel

Ryan Weinberger
Dennis Schaefer

Carter Sorensen
Carl Peterson
Dick Hoveland 
Trent Swenson
Nora Gardner

Dec. 4
Judy Johnson
Diane Nelson
James Jerdet

Dec. 5
Pat Smith 

Brandy Holmberg
Scott Anderson

Dec. 6
Harriet Severson

ANNIVERSARIES

Dec. 1
Jeff & Andrea 

Butler 
Luke & Anna Miller

Dec. 2
Mr. & Mrs. Tom 

Trotman
Greg & Courtney 

Hackensmith 

Dec. 3
Brad & Wendy 

Hines

Dec. 5
Joe & Sheena 
Marie Prizler 

Sponsored by:

Birthdays & Anniversaries

Wednesday, Nov. 29
Sea Shore Tuna Casserole, Mar. Green Bean Salad, 

Tomato Wedge, Dinner Roll, Coconut Crumb Delight

Thursday, Nov. 30
Bake Chicken, Mashed Potatoes, Parslied Carrots, 

Coleslaw, Mixed Fruit Cup

SEMCAC Senior Menu

  

237 Hwy Ave. S.   Locally Owned & Operated  507-583-6671

Prices Good
11/28 - 12/4

Check out OUR DOLLAR Selection! 

Pepsi 
7.5 oz. 6-pack 4/$10

Aquafina
.5 liter 24-pack $3.99

Lipton Iced Tea 
.5 liter 12-pack $5.99
Pure Leaf Iced Tea
18.5 oz. 6-pack $5.99

Sensodyne 
Toothpaste 

4 oz. $1.45 off 
w/20 points

Open Acres 1/3 lb.
Angus Burgers
32 oz. $1.25 off 

w/20 points

Iams Dog Food
15 lbs. $2 off 
w/20 points

Mt. Dew, Sierra Mist, 
Squirt, Canada Dry

2 liter $0.99
Old Dutch Potato Chips

9.5 oz. family pack 
2/$5

CONGRATULATIONS!

Julie Peterson
Diane Nelson

Gary Berg
Barb Blome
Imo Symes

Sandra Christianson
Carol Kirkebon

Jackie Olson
Steve Behne

Richard Hanson
Nick Whiteaker

Amy Trotman
Sandy Brase
Allan Benson

The following people have won a Turkey from

237 Hwy. Ave. S, Blooming Prairie

imesTimesT S T E E L E  C O U N T Y

imesT S T E E L E  C O U N T Y

imesT S T E E L E  C O U N T Y

WINNER!

Bl
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m
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g Prairie Turkey Give-a-w
ay

LIBRARY BOOK NOOK

Now that Thanksgiving 
is over, Christmas is just 
around the corner! 

Please consider sharing 
a gift with the community 
by purchasing a book or 
DVD from our Friends of 
the Library Christmas 
Tree at the Blooming 
Prairie Branch Library. 
The prices of the items 
range from $5 to $20, so 
you can choose the price 
you would like.

Many families make 
this an annual tradition 
of giving back to others. 
Just come in and choose 
a package from under 
the tree. Prices are on 
the back. Then open the 
package to see what you 
have chosen! If you would 
like, you can be the first 
person to check the book 
out when it is ready.  

And don’t forget that 
the library is a great place 
to help you get ready for 
the holidays. We have 
cookbooks, decorating 
ideas, lovely Christmas 
stories, and holiday 
movies. That’s just for 
the adults! For the kids 
we have carts full of 
storybooks, craft books, 
and more movies. We’ll see 
you at the library!

Share a library gift 
with the communityLibrary Book Nook

Nancy Vaillancourt
NANCY 

VAILLANCOURT

A6 | TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 28, 2017	 COMMUNITY LIVING	 STEELE COUNTY TIMES

Cheryl “Sherry” Kruckeberg, 64, of 
Blooming Prairie, died Sunday, Nov. 19, 2017 
after a courageous battle with cancer.

Cheryl was born March 6, 1953 in 
New Prague to Virgil and Evelyn (Kriha) 
Beinhorn. At age 10, her family moved to 
Blooming Prairie. Cheryl graduated from 
Blooming Prairie High School in 1971. 

On Nov. 20, 1971, Cheryl married her 
high school sweetheart, Kevin Kruckeberg. 
They built a life together on a farm north of 
Blooming Prairie and raised two kids, crops, 

elk, deer, various exotic birds and animals. Throughout her 
lifetime, she also worked at her parent’s bakery in Blooming 
Prairie, Equity Bank in Claremont and Steele County Recorder’s 
Office in Owatonna.

Above all things, Cheryl valued faith, family and friends. She 
gave the best hugs and was always there for us. Her greatest 
treasures were her grandkids: Fisher and Bennett Kruckeberg 
and Josie and Allie Finne. She left us with strong values and 
many wonderful memories.

Survivors include her son Kasey and Marsha Kruckeberg 
of Rochester; daughter Kerry and Chris Finne of Welch; sister 
Ginny and Bill Burgart of Minnetonka; brother Roger and Cindy 
Beinhorn of Blooming Prairie; sister Lynn and Duane Hanson 
of Blooming Prairie; four grandchildren and many nieces, 
nephews and friends whom she held dear.

She was preceded in death by her husband, parents, 
grandson Jacob Finne, sisters-in-law Marcia Camerer and 
Carol Kruckeberg and brothers-in-law Tom Camerer and Ralph 
Kruckeberg.

A memorial service was held Tuesday, Nov. 28, 2017 at 
Red Oak Grove Lutheran Church with Pastor Lindsey Stolen 
officiating. Memorials are preferred to Homestead Hospice in 
Owatonna and Blooming Prairie Cancer Group. Condolences 
may be left online at www.mayerfh.com

Franklin “Bud” E. Prokopec, 83, of 
Blooming Prairie, passed away Tuesday, 
Nov. 21, 2017 at Prairie Manor Care Center in 
Blooming Prairie. 

Franklin was born to Frank and Alice 
(Kavansnicka) Prokopec on May 8, 1934 
in Blooming Prairie at Goetsch Maternity 
Home. He was raised and attended school 
in Blooming Prairie. He graduated from 
Blooming Prairie High School with a GED 
certificate while in the service. 

On Dec. 27, 1953, Bud married Elrose 
Glock at St. John’s Lutheran Church in Claremont. He worked 
for the Owatonna Canning Company before beginning a career 
in construction. Franklin worked for Carlson Construction, 
Blooming Prairie, Ray Erickson Construction and Wicks 
Building Center. 

In October 1981, Franklin and Elrose moved to Cody, 
Wyoming, where he worked construction with his brother 
Jim. Bud also worked as a janitor in Cody. After retirement, he 
worked part-time as a Walmart greeter in Cody, before moving 
back to Blooming Prairie in 2009. 

He was a member of the V.F.W. and St. John’s Lutheran 
Church in Claremont. Bud enjoyed snowmobiling, motorcycle 
trips, boating down the Mississippi River and camping in 
Wyoming and Minnesota. 

Survivors include his wife Elrose Prokopec of Blooming 
Prairie; stepbrother Dean (Connie) Svenby of Fargo, North 
Dakota; stepsisters Delores Courtier of Owatonna, and Verona 
Gay of Florida; nieces and nephews; and many friends. 

He was preceded in death by his parents Frank and Alice 
Prokopec; and two brothers Don and James Prokopec.

Memorial services were held on Friday, Nov. 24, 2017 at St. 
John’s Lutheran Church in Claremont with Rev. Alan Broadwell 
officiating. Interment will be in Cody, Wyoming. Military 
Honors performed by Blooming Prairie V.F.W. Post 878. Services 
prearranged and performed by Worlein Blooming Prairie 
Funeral Home. Condolences may be expressed to the family 
online at www.worlein.com.

OBITUARIES

Cheryl “Sherry” Kruckeberg, 64

Franklin “Bud” E. Prokopec, 83
BY LEMAR NELSON

STAFF WRITER

If a spaghetti supper 
sounds like delicious 
meal, the local Knights 
of Columbus- sponsored 
annual event would have 
been to your liking.  

Approximately 
130 residents enjoyed 
a great evening of 
conversation, spaghetti 
and meatballs with garlic 
bread, ice cream, and a 
complimentary glass of 
wine. 

This is the fourth year 
that the organization has 
sponsored this supper 
for the benefit of the 
Blooming Prairie Youth 

Club and other youth in the 
community.  Besides the 
food and conversation, the 
Lights of Litomysl, which is 
a group of folk music artists 
from the Litomysal parish, 
entertained the diners with 
their own version of folk 
music. 

The past fundraisers 
have raised several 
thousand dollars for the 
youth cause, and it is an 
affair that the KC members 
and the general public 
both seem to embrace with 
pleasure and enjoyment.  

It is an annual event that 
is welcomed by all, and it 
is hoped that this worthy 
effort will continue in the 
future.

Spaghetti benefits 
local youth club

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspaper). 
At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to each 
newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. Please 
do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

2x2, 2x4 & 2x8 ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 11/26/2017 South

HANG UP ON FRAUD. 
Stop fraud before it starts. Get a FREE  
fraud prevention toolkit for older adults.
EMAIL: consumer.protection@state.mn.us
CALL: 651-539-1600 / 800-657-3602

(toll-free outside the Twin Cities)

xcelenergycenter.com
XCEL ENERGY CENTER BOX OFFICE, TICKETMASTER.COM,  

CHARGE-BY-PHONE 800.745.3000, GROUPS 651.312.3486, TDD/TTY 800.359.2525

Banana Bread
2 Eggs

1 c. Sugar
4 T. shortening 

(butter)
3 T. sour milk

2 c. flour
1 tsp. baking soda

1 c. mashed 
bananas 

1/2 c. chopped nuts
(optional)

Mix together and bake using bread pan 
at 350˚ for 1 hour. Yield: 1 Loaf.

Recipe Corner

Sponsored by:

KREJCI FORD
15TH PRESIDENT’S 
AWARD WINNER
Blooming Prairie
583-2046

RECIPES FROM THE FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH COOKBOOK 2006 ED.
by Donna Maixner

Black Friday at 218

STAFF PHOTO: HOWARD LESTRUD
Black Friday isn’t something that just happens in the bigger 
cities. Highway 218 Liquor in Blooming Prairie celebrated a 
special Black Friday on the day after Thanksgiving with treats 
and prizes given out to all customers. Steve Glenn chats with 
store owners Miranda and Tom Camery, who were recently 
married on Sept. 22. Black Friday is the official kick off to the 
holiday shopping season. Small businesses like Highway 218 
Liquor hope shoppers will remember them as they are busy 
purchasing gifts this holiday season. 

The National Alliance 
on Mental Illness presented 
Minnesota District 26 Senator 
Carla Nelson of Rochester 
with a Legislator of the 
Year Award at its annual 
conference held in St. Paul on 
Nov. 4.

The award recognizes a 
legislator who has been 
an outspoken advocate for 
children and adults with 
mental illness and their 
families.

“Senator Nelson has 
been a strong supporter of 
improving our mental health 
system. She has supported 
loan forgiveness programs for 
mental health professionals, 
including authoring NAMI’s 
bill to expand the program to 
people who work for providers 
that serve a high percentage 
of people on Medicaid but 
are located in cities,” said 
NAMI’s executive director Sue 
Abderholden.

In making the selection, 
Abderholden said Nelson was 
the chief author of NAMI’s bill 
that expanded ACT teams and 
first episode programs. Nelson 
championed and authored 
the bill to ensure that drug 
formularies can’t change in 
the middle of a plan year.

“And finally she passed 
a bill to pilot a program to 
make sure that children 
in foster care can stay in 
their same school so that 
the relationships that they 
have with other students and 
adults are not disrupted,” 
Abderholden said. “Senator 
Nelson is a champion for 
children and adults who live 
with a mental illness and is 

very deserving of this award.”
Nelson is a candidate 

for the U.S. Congress seat 
currently held by Tim Walz.  

Rochester senator honored 
with top legislator award



Locally Owned & Operated
237 Hwy. Ave. S.

Blooming Prairie
507-583-6671

Minimizer.com • 800-248-3855 • Blooming Prairie

800-248-3855
www.minimizer.com

Blooming Prairie

FOR THAT HOMETOWN 
PERSONAL TOUCH

Hwy. 218
Blooming Prairie

507-583-2018

1180 Frontage Rd E • Owatonna
507-455-9551

www.owatonnagranite.com

“Creating Your Story in Stone”

322 East Main St.
Blooming Prairie

507-583-2276

FLOOR 
TECH

118 5th Ave.
Ellendale

507-684-2471
Andy & Mary Lerberg

LERBERG’S 
FITNESS 
CENTER

Owatonna
121 W. Broadway St.

507-451-0193

Mike Bishman

O
R
T
H
O
D
O
N
T
I
C

S
P
E
C
I
A
L
I
S
T

Dr.
Deborah

Lien
DDS, MBS

Dr.
Deborah

Lien
DDS, MBS

Building
Healthy
Smiles!

132 2nd Ave NE
Blooming Prairie
507.583.6613

FREE 
CONSULTATION

Call Jon Arnett @
455-3735 for a tour 

236 22nd St. SE • Owatonna

Vibrant Living For  
Individuals 55 & Older  
at a Reasonable Price

Service Center:
507-528-2233

After Hours Towing:
507-456-4158
111 Front Street

P.O. Box 282
Claremont, MN

AREA WORSHIP SCHEDULE

PASTOR’S CORNER

WANT TO SUBMIT 
SOMETHING TO 
THE WORSHIP 

SCHEDULE?

Contact us by 
email,  

phone, or mail:

bptimes@
frontiernet.net

507-634-7503

P.O. Box 247, 
Blooming Prairie, 

MN 55917
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LUTHERAN

AURORA LUTHERAN
6329 SE 28th St., Owatonna

Pastor Stephanie Wood
507-676-5696

Worship: 10:45 a.m. Sun.
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m. 

COMMUNITY LUTHERAN – 
ELCA 

106 Third St. SE., Geneva 
Pastor Kristen Venne 

507-256-4288
Worship: 9:30 a.m. Sun. 

FIRST LUTHERAN – AFLC 
503 Radel Ct., Ellendale 

Pastor Richard Sliper
507-684-2451

Saturday: 8 a.m. Men’s 
Bible Study 

Sunday: 9 a.m. Worship; 
10:15 a.m. Sunday School/

Confirmation
Tues.: 7 p.m. Call to Prayer, 

open to all churches
Wed.: 9:30 a.m. BibleStudy; 

3:30 – 5 p.m. Jesus and Me; 6 
p.m. 

Call to Prayer; 6:30 p.m. 
Youth Group  

FIRST LUTHERAN – ELCA 
434 First St. SW., 
Blooming Prairie

Rev. Jeff Sandgren, 
Interim Pastor

Rev. Heidi Heimgartner, 
Associate Pastor

507-583-6621
firstlutheranbp.com

Worship: 8:30 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 
Sundays

Education Hour: 9:30 a.m. Sun. 

FIRST LUTHERAN – LCMC 
8953 SW 37th Ave., Hope

Pastor Sandy Miller
507-451-3854

Worship: 9 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School, Adult Ed: 10:15

 a.m. Sun. 

GOOD SHEPHERD 
LUTHERAN – LCMS 

2500 7th Ave. NE., Owatonna
Rev. Mark Rosenau, 

Senior Pastor
Rev. Greg Schlicker,  

Associate Pastor
507-451-4125

www.goodshepherd 
owatonna.com

Worship: 8 a.m., 9:15 a.m. 
& 10:30 a.m. Sun. 

Sunday School: 9:15 a.m. 

MOLAND LUTHERAN – ELCA 
7618 NE 84th Ave., Kenyon 
Pastor Nancy Edwardson 

507-789-6661
Worship: 10:45 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m. 

PONTOPPIDAN LUTHERAN 
– ELCA 

9651 SW 75th St., Ellendale
Pastor Mike Walerius 

507-465-8366
Worship: 10:15 a.m. Sun. 

Sunday School: 9 a.m. Sun. 

REDEEMER LUTHERAN – 
LCMS 

1054 Truman Ave., Owatonna
Pastor Kirk Griebel

507-451-2720 
Worship: 9 a.m. Sun. 

Education Hour: 
10:15 a.m. Sun. 

RED OAK GROVE LUTHERAN 
– ELCA 

30456 Mower-Freeborn 
Road, Austin 

Pastor Lindsay Stolen 
507-583-2038 or 507-437-3000

www.roglutheran.org
Worship: 9 a.m. Sun. 

Sunday School
 (Sept. – May): 10:15 a.m. 

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN – 
LCMS 

4532 SE 84th Ave., Claremont
Pastor Alan Broadwell

507-528-2404
Worship: 6 p.m. Saturday; 

10:30 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m. 

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN – 
LCMS 

28959 630th Ave., Sargeant
Pastor Collin Duling 

507-251-5568
Worship: 10:15 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School: 9 a.m. 

ST. MICHAEL’S LUTHERAN – 
ELCA 

30450 570th Ave., Waltham
Pastor Dwight DoBell

507-567-2474
Worship: 8:30 a.m. Sun. 

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN – 
LCMS 

202 E. Park Ave., Hollandale 
Pastor Jesse Krusemark 

507-567-2272
Worship: 8:30 a.m. Sun.

Sunday School: 9:45 a.m. 

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN – 
ELCA 

2781 SW 92nd Ave., Meriden
Pastor Cheryl D. Indehar

507-451-2165
Worship: 10:30 a.m. Sun. 

TRINITY LUTHERAN 
5881 SE 118th St., 
Blooming Prairie

Pastor Stephanie Wood
507-676-5696

Worship: 9 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School: 10:30 a.m. 
(First Sunday of the month)

TRINITY LUTHERAN – ELCA 
609 Lincoln Ave., Owatonna
Rev. Todd Buegler, Senior 

Pastor
Rev. Dean Smith, 
Associate Pastor

Rev. Amanda Weinkauf, 
Associate Pastor 

507-451-4520
www.tlcowatonna.org 

Worship: Saturday: 5 p.m.;  
Sun.: 8:15 a.m., 9:30 a.m. & 

10:45 a.m.; Wednesday: 6 p.m. 
Sunday School: 

8:15 a.m. & 9:30 a.m. 

TRINITY LUTHERAN – ELCA 
104 First St. SE., Hayfield 

Pastor Paul Hauschild 
507-477-2248 

www.trinityhayfield.org 
Worship: 8 a.m. 

& 10:30 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m. 

TRINITY LUTHERAN – LCMS 
108 Third Ave. SW., Medford

Pastor Mark Biebighauser 
507-451-0447

Worship: 9 a.m. Sun. 
Education Hour: 10:15 a.m. 

TRINITY LUTHERAN – LCMS 
57043 300th St., Waltham
Pastor Jesse Krusemark 

507-567-2272
Worship: 10:30 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m. 

ZION LUTHERAN – ELCA 
7126 SW 98th St., Ellendale

Pastor Cheryl D. Indehar
507-451-2165

Worship: 8:30 a.m. Sun. 

CATHOLIC

CHRIST THE KING 
203 Second Ave. NW., Medford 

507-451-6353
Father Kevin Connolly
Deacon Patrick Fagan 

Sunday Mass: 8:30 a.m. 
Monday Mass: 9 a.m. 

CHURCH OF ALL SAINTS
307 SW First St., New Richland 

Father Raul Silva 
Fr. Adam McMillan, 

Parochial Vicar
507-465-8217

Mass: 5 p.m. Saturday 

HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC 
CHURCH OF LITOMYSL

9946 SE 24th Ave., Owatonna
Father John Sauer

Fr. Jose Morales, Weekend 
Presider 

507-451-1588
www.litomysl.webs.com
Reconciliation: 8:45 a.m. 

1st & 3rd Sundays 
Sunday Mass: 9:30 a.m. 

Sunday Children’s Church for 
Preschool – 1st Grade 

began Sept. 24
Faith Formation for 

Kindergarten
 – Confirmation: 6:30 p.m. 

Wednesdays
Adult Study: 6:30 p.m. 

Wednesdays 

SACRED HEART CATHOLIC
150 NE Second St., Hayfield

Father Thomas Niehaus 
507-477-2256

Mass: 8 a.m. Sun. 
& 8:30 a.m. Thursday 

Reconciliation: 7:30 a.m. Sun. 

SACRED HEART PARISH 
810 S. Cedar Ave., Owatonna

Father John Sauer
Fr. Jose Morales, Parochial 

Vicar
507-451-1588

www.sacredheartowatonna.org 
Mass: 5 p.m. Saturday; 

8:30 a.m. &10 a.m. Sun. 
Spanish Mass: 11:45 a.m. Sun. 

Daily Mass: 7:15 a.m.  
Reconciliation: 4 p.m. Sat. 

Adoration: 
8 a.m. – 10 p.m. Thurs. 

ST. COLUMBANUS 
CATHOLIC 

114 E. Main St., Blooming 
Prairie 

Father Thomas Niehaus 
507-583-2784

www.stcolumbanuschurch.com 
Mass: 10 a.m. Sun. 
& 8:30 a.m. Friday 

Reconciliation: 9 a.m. 
First Friday & Saturday 

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC 
PARISH

512 S. Elm Ave., Owatonna
Father Kevin Connolly
Deacon Patrick Fagan

507-451-4845
Saturday Mass: 4 p.m. 

Sunday Mass: 8 & 10 a.m. 
Reconciliation: 

3-3:30 p.m. Sat. 
Daily Mass: 

8 a.m. Tues., Wed. & Fri. 
(Communion Service 

8 a.m. Thursday) 
Adoration Chapel available 

 Mon. – Fri. 7 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. 
Key fob required after 

hours or weekends 

CHRISTIAN

CHRIST COMMUNITY 
COVENANT 

540 SE 18th St., Owatonna
Dr. V. Brent Carlson, Pastor

507-451-1032
Worship: 9 a.m. Sun. 

Sunday Connections: 10:15 a.m. 

PENTECOSTAL

FIRST UNITED 
PENTECOASTAL 

230 Locust Ave., Owatonna 
Pastor Eliazar Talamantes

507-363-2240
Worship: 10 a.m. Sun.; 
6:30 p.m. Wednesday 

METHODIST

BLOOMING GROVE UNITED 
METHODIST 

43089 180th St., Medford
(Seven miles west of 
Medford on CR 23)

Pastors JJ & Stefanie Morgan  
507-835-8726

Worship: 8:30 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m. 

ELLENDALE UNITED 
METHODIST

200 Sixth St. NW., Ellendale
Pastor Randy Cirksena

507-684-2731
www.ellendaleumc.org

Worship: 10:30 a.m. Sun.
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m. 

OWATONNA UNITED 
METHODIST

815 E. University, Owatonna
Loren Olson, Pastor

Linda Boorman, Associate 
Pastor 

Joyce Parker, Associate Pastor 
507-451-4734

www.owatonnaumc.org
Traditional Worship: 9 a.m. Sun.

Contemporary Worship: 
10:45 a.m. Sun. 

Sunday morning service 
at 10:45 a.m.

Sunday School/Adult Classes: 
10 a.m. 

Wednesday night 
service at 6:30 p.m.

NON-DENOMINATIONAL

BRIDGES OF HOPE 
COMMUNITY 

130 W. Bridge St., Owatonna
Pastor Keith Haskell

507-215-2249 
Worship: 10 a.m. Sun. 
Biblestudy: 9 a.m. Sun. 
Reformers Unanimous 

Meetings: 
7 p.m. Friday 

CEDAR CREEK 
30 E. Main St., Hayfield 
Pastor Aaron de Neui

507-477-2255
www.cedarcreekchurch.org

Worship: 10 a.m. Sun. 

DESTINY CHRISTIAN 
Owatonna Campus

422 North St., Owatonna
Pastors Tyler & Jessica Braucht 

507-254-8514
www.destinycc.org

Worship: 10 a.m. Sun. 

ELEVATION NORTH 
2002 Austin Road, Owatonna

Pastor Doug Jones
507-363-3099

www.elevationnorth.blogspot.
com

Worship (English): 10 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School: 10:30 a.m. 

Worship (Spanish): 2 p.m. Sun. 
Bible Study: 6:30 p.m. 

Wednesday 
Spanish Evangelism & Prayer: 

7 p.m. Friday 

NEW BEGINNINGS 
332 14th St. NE., Owatonna

Pastors Scott & Joan Peterson
507-721-1366

Worship: 10 a.m. Sun. 
Gateway Connection: 

6 p.m. Sun. 

SIMPLE CHURCH 
4515 NW 22nd Ave., Owatonna
(Country Goods building across

 the freeway from Cabela’s) 
Pastor Todd Lundgren

507-451-5661
Worship: 9:30 a.m. Sun. 

Bible Study: 7 p.m. Wednesday 

MENNONITE

PRAIRIE MENNONITE 
13638 750th St., Blooming 

Prairie 

Bishop Dennis Martin 
507-583-7532

Worship: 10:30 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m. 

Prayer Meeting: 
7:30 p.m. Wed.

MORMON

THE CHURCH OF JESUS 
CHRIST

 OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS
404 31st St. NW, Austin
Bishop Rick Bremner

507-433-9042
Worship: 9 a.m. Sun. 

PRESBYTERIAN

ASSOCIATED CHURCH
Presbyterian Church (USA) and 

United Church of Christ
800 Havana Road, Owatonna 

507-451-1546
www.associatedchurch.org

office@associatedchurch.org
Sunday Worship: 9 a.m.  

(Fellowship, Church School, 
and Adult Discussions follow)
Wednesday Activities:  Sept – 

May (see website for schedule)

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
109 E. Main St., Hayfield

Pastor Kirk Johnston
507-477-2631

Worship: 9:30 a.m. Sun. 

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST 
2373 Seventh Ave. NE, 

Owatonna
Pastor Bob Brauer

507-340-7143
Worship: 9:30 a.m. Sat. 
Bible Study: 11 a.m. Sat. 

UCC

CONGREGATIONAL UNITED 
CHURCH OF CHRIST

211 S. Main St., Medford
Pastor Louise Bender

507-451-4596
Worship: 10 a.m. Sun.
Sunday School: 9 a.m. 

ASSEMBLY OF GOD

VIBRANT LIFE 
ASSEMBLY OF GOD

702 Third St. S., Ellendale
Pastor Patrick Stitt

507-684-3421
www.vibrantlifeag.com 

Worship: 10:30 a.m. Sun. 
Kids Church: 10:30 a.m. Sun. 

BAPTIST

FIRST BAPTIST
104 First Ave. NE, 
Blooming Prairie

Pastor Matt Fennell
507-583-2673

Worship: 10 a.m. Sun. 
& 6:30 p.m. Wednesday 
Sunday School: 9 a.m. 

Bible Study: 11:30 a.m. Sun.

Brighten the world by reflecting on God’s love and warmth

PASTOR
STEPHANIE WOOD

AURORA AND TRINITY LUTHERAN  
OWATONNA 

AND BLOOMING PRAIRIE

As the days have become 
shorter and shorter, I began 
to notice folks putting up 
their outside lights for 
Christmas. Slowly, one by 

one, each house began to illuminate 
the street. There’s the house with 
icicles, the other with red and green 
lights followed by mine a blank canvas 
waiting to shine like the others. 

When I come home, I feel as 
though my street and town has been 
transformed into a Hallmark Movie. 
The glow of the lights provides a 
charm and a sense of warmth even in 
the midst of freezing temps. Suddenly, 
the darkness that has begun to 

consume the day is thwarted by the 
brightness we create together. 

These bright lights are in contrast 
to the dark and grey days of winter. 
It can seem relentless at times. For 
many, one’s motivation or drive seems 
to wane as our bodies put us into 
hibernation mode. The darkness can 
devour our days and our spirits. This 
lack of light also makes us appreciate 
the rare moments in which the sun 
breaks through. 

Throughout our lives we will 
experience seasons that are darker 
or more difficult than others. It can 
feel as though the darkness will win. 
The bills begin to stack up, it seems as 

though you keep going to one funeral 
after another or you might feel alone, 
as though no one knows or cares for 
you. In those times, look for the light. 
Even in the smallest flicker of grace, 
kindness and love. In those shimmers 
of hope, we can witness God shining 
through into our lives. A reminder 
that we are not alone and all seasons 
change, even the darkest ones come to 
an end.

God promises that despite our 
circumstances, ultimately, the 
darkness will not and cannot overcome 
the light. When the sun sets, the moon 
and stars come out reflecting the 
light of the sun. Similarly, we are sent 

out to illumine the world reflecting 
God’s love and compassion to all those 
we encounter. From the smallest 
act of a smile to the gift of listening, 
forgiveness and support. The way we 
shine will be as varied as the houses 
on our streets. 

Throughout November many of 
us have reflected on what we are 
thankful for, perhaps in December 
we can begin to consider how we may 
be the blessing, the light of God for 
which others give God thanks. United 
together, we brighten the world by 
reflecting God’s love and warmth just 
as we brighten our streets with our 
Christmas lights.
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LADIES’ NIGHT OUT 
Friday, Dec. 1

6 - 9 p.m.  Servicemen’s Club  
Featuring: Over 25 Vendors and Creative Crafters

Cheeseburger & Fries - $5.50

$10 Gift  
Certificates  
Given Out  

EVERY HOUR

Find creative gifts for loved 
ones... and yourself! Bring a 
group of friends for a Ladies 
Night Out of shopping, fun  

and amazing door prizes!

Register to win Amazing Door 
Prizes! The more you shop, the 
more chances you have to win

Stop and Shop  
after Holiday Dazzle

Dec.1 
5-1 p.m.

Free chocolate milk & cookies 
FARMER� ERCHANTS 

, 0 O ill IX f; I' II A I II I E 

245 E Main St. • Blooming Prairie� M b 1=J em er 

507-583-6688 r!"::,. FDIC 

Join us from 5-7 p.m. to sample
Wine, Crackers and Cheese

Floor Tech
322 E. Main, Blooming Prairie 

507-583-2276

Some exclusions apply
www.sportstitch.net

341 E. Main St • Blooming Prairie
507-583-7001

BP Wish Tree Ends December 8.

20% 
November 27 to  

December 2

OFF

Hosted by 
Blooming 

Prairie 
Women of 

Today

FREE gift Wrapping!

Enjoy 
Tasty 
Treats 
While 
You 
Wait

Bring The 
Little Ones 

To Shop 
For The 
Entire 
Family

BP 
Community 

Center 
across from 
the library

Cider &
Christmas Treats

Cider &
Christmas Treats

8 a.m. to 6 p.m.
20% OFF 

ALL RETAIL ITEMS
MASSAGE GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

Sign up for the holiday drawings!

344 Main St. E, Blooming Prairie
507-583-2271

A 
TO

UCH of CHARM

Flowers Gifts
Downtown Blooming Prairie

507- 583-7637  www.atouchofcharmonline.com

Stop in for Holiday Dazzle Specials
Friday 9:30 - 7:30  -  Saturday 9:30 - 4

Many unique Christmas decorating and gift ideas

20% Off Storewide
50% Off Backroom Bargains

Blooming Prairie Branch
236 East Main Street 507-583-6627

usbank.com
Member FDIC

Happy 
Holidays

A Touch of Charm	
Holiday gifts & decorating ideas
20% Storewide 50% off Backroom Bargains	      

B to Z Hardware
Shop the holiday specials.

BP Ambulance, Fire & Police Dept.	
5-7 PM Fire, Ambulance & Police vehicles Downtown.  
Thank those who keep us safe!

BP Servicemen’s Club	
3-6 PM Drink Specials
6-9 PM Ladies Night Out/Local crafters/vendors

Blooming Prairie Vet Clinic
Free Puppy & Kitty treats 8-5 pm

BP Cue Co/Pizza Cellar
Serving “Happy Hot Chocolate” and BBQ Ribs 
Sign up for door prizes

Bunkie’s Grille & Lanes
4-8 pm Burger, soft drink & 1 game of bowling $10
6 pm 10 Free Games of Family Bingo

Dairy Queen 
Free samples of “Candy Cane Chill” Blizzard and “Oreo 
Hot Chocolate” Blizzard 

Farmers & Merchants Bank
5-7 PM Pictures with Santa and free chocolate milk and 
cookies

Floor Tech
5-7 PM Serving wine and cheese 

Rachel’s Hair,  Home Sellers, and 
Superior Financial, LLC 	
9:30-3 PM Stop at the end of Christmas Lane to sign up 
for a prize.

Hometown Insurance	
9-5 PM Stop and register for prizes

J & H Off-Sale
5-7 PM Holiday Wine Tasting, Chair massages and meat 
raffle

Johnson/Doerhoefer, PA 
5-7 PM Serving Glogg & Christmas Treats

Main Street Dental Clinics 
5-7 pm Holiday crafts & treats for all ages! Sign up for a 
Holiday gift basket	

Miner’s Outdoor & Recreation
Shop all the great gifts for the holiday season!

New York Life        
5-7 PM Drop off your children’s Christmas picture for a 
treat.

Prairie Family & Sports Chiropractic 
8 am-6 pm Cider & Christmas Treats-20% Off All Retail 
Items-Massage Gift Certificates available.  Sign up for 
Holiday Drawings! 8 am-6 pm

Sportstitch	
20% off Nov. 27-Dec. 2. See store for details.  Sign up 
for holiday drawing. Check out the BP Wish Tree

Steele County Times
2-5 PM Enter drawing for 2 Chanhassen Dinner Theatre 
tickets. Holiday special NEW CUSTOMER one year 
subscription for $25 RENEWALS $30.

Subway
Buy any 6” sub w/med. drink and get a free 6” sub of 
lessor or equal value

TT Motorcycles
“Stop by our showroom for coffee & cookies-checkout 
our brand new lineup of CFMOTO ATV/UTV Side x 
Sides!”

The Bakery
Come and enjoy free hot cocoa served by the BP Youth 
Club.  Sign up for door prizes.

US Bank
9-4 PM Open House with Refreshments

Vandals
FREE Holiday Face Painting, slice of pizza and cup of 
pop-noon-2 pm	

blooming  
prairie

Friday, December 1, 2017
 Holiday Dazzle

Bring the entire family!   There’s something for everyone!

Women of Today Santa House-2-5 pm/City Center • Wagon Rides- 5:00 pm/Main Street  • Announce the 2017 Scrooge-5:30 pm/outside Bunkie’s • Snowball Toss-Main 
Street at 5:45 pm/check with B-Z Hdwe. for more details  • Bringing back the wooden nickel toss on Main Street-6:00 pm • Kix Dancers on Main Street-6:30 pm • 

Snowballs will be randomly given out at the Holiday Dazzle-drawing for lucky numbered snowballs will be held for BP Bucks-7:00 pm-middle of Main Street • Carolers 
and instrumentalists strolling Main Street 
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BP Cross Country teams wrap up 
better than average season

CROSS COUNTRY

HOCKEY

LADIES BOWLING LEAGUE

ORTHODONTIC SPECIALIST
Dr. Deborah J Lien

DDS, MBS

132 2nd Ave NE
Blooming Prairie

FREE CONSULTATIONS

583.6613
Building Healthy Smiles!

w w w. d r d e b o r a h l i e n o r t h o d o n t i c s . c o m

Turkey holiday 
a good one

 

The first major holiday of the season has 
faded into our memories, but for many, 
it was a welcome occasion. For most, the 
traditional turkey dinner with all the 
trimmings graced family tables, and it 

gave members of the family an opportunity to 
catch up on summer and fall activities for each.

Personally, I had the opportunity to join the 
family at my grandson’s home in Minneapolis. 

My daughter and son-in-law 
came down to take me there, 
and the family enjoyed the 
traditional turkey dinner 
with all the trimmings. 
My granddaughter-in-law 
prepared her first turkey just 
a couple of years ago, and 
she did such a good job that 
she has volunteered to do the 
honors ever since. 

After the dinner, which 
of course, was interrupted 
by the Vikings’ win over 
Detroit, and some spirited 
conversation that occupied a 

couple of hours, my daughter returned me home. 
It had been a wonderful experience on an ideal fall 
day, and I tucked away another memory to last me 
for a long time.

FUN ABOUNDS AT GOBBLE WOBBLE
About 80 young and old began the annual 

Thanksgiving holiday by participating in the 
annual Gobble Wobble at the BP Youth Club. 
Everyone involved, including some very young 
participants, enjoyed the event, and it marked an 
excellent way in which to burn off some calories, 
before indulging in food that numbered in the 
thousands of calories later in the day.  

Two of the volunteer organizers, Angie Carlson 
and LaChelle Wondra thought the turnout was 
good, and everyone enjoyed the occasion. “It is a 
good way to start the holiday by burning off a few 
calories,” commented Carlson. The event marked 
the sixth annual occasion, although eight of them 
had been scheduled, before weather and other 
unforeseen circumstances nullified a couple of t  
hem. 

Pies were awarded as prizes to some of the 
winners, but the fun of the event marked the 
biggest prize for the participants. Even the Widdle 
Wobble of four blocks for the very young was met 
with smiles and excitement. All of the profits from 
the event went to the local youth club, and that 
made the occasion worthwhile for all.

HOLIDAY DAZZLE A BIG DEAL
This coming Friday, Dec.1, the annual Holiday 

Dazzle will involve businesses and residents in 
late afternoon and early evening excitement. 
Although the event has often been plagued with 
extremely cold temps and very little snow, plenty 
of action and activities will be available, not the 
least of which will be the visit of Santa Claus at 
Farmers and Merchants bank. And that is just one 
of the many attractions that will be available for 
young and old.  

There may not be any snow again this year, 
but there also will be mild temps to draw 
people. Wagon rides, the Santa House, Just For 
Kix dancers, singers and families in town just 
having fun are all on the menu, and that doesn‘t 
even count the many treats and specials that 
will abound up and down Main Street at the 
local retailers. A crowning achievement will 
be the naming of Mr. Scrooge, and it is hoped 
that citizens will be generous in voting for their 
favorites. All profits from that contest go to the 
city light fund and are sorely needed.

To make a long story short, this annual event 
should give the upcoming holiday season a proper 
sendoff, and we encourage everyone to attend and 
enjoy the festivities. It should be fun. 

MORE THEATER
I had the chance to cap off my Thanksgiving 

activities by attending the musical, “Waitress” at 
the Orpheum in Minneapolis. I remember really 
enjoying the 2007 movie with Keri Russell in the 
lead role. The play did not disappoint me, as the 
low budget movie turned musical entertained 
all the way through. The play provided plenty 
of humor and some dramatic emotion from the 
characters. It thoroughly proved its entertainment 
value.

TITLE FOR A NEIGHBOR
Our neighboring Owatonna Huskies football 

earned its second state championship in four 
years, as they dismantled all opposition on the 
way to the title. The high-scoring eleven scored 
over 60 points in two of its last three playoff 
games, sparking conversation that the team could 
even have stood a fair chance at the big school 
champion. That game would have drawn a lot of 
attention, for sure.

The state playoffs demonstrated again that 
Section One and the southeast part of the state 
turns out some of the best football teams year in 
and year out. Championships for Spring Grove in 
nine-man and Caledonia in Class 2A can attest to 
that.

It hardly seems possible, but the winter sports 
teams have already begun or will begin next week 
with contests. As is the case each year, optimism 
generally abounds, and it is now up to the athletes 
to prove that optimism. Good luck to the teams, 
as they begin a nearly four-month campaign. Go 
Blossoms, and we’ll talk again.

Outside 
the Lines

LEMAR NELSON

BY LEMAR NELSON
STAFF WRITER

Although the teams had varying degrees 
of success over the season, both BP cross 
country teams counted the 2017 season 
better than average years. Alec Ille led the 

boys for the fifth straight year, and eighth 
grader Bobbie Bruns emerging as a premier 
runner for the girls.

In 10 meets over the season, the boys took 
first in one meet, second in two meets, and 
third in two meets as well. The team had 
only one meet in which they finished out of 
the top ten teams, and that happened in the 

section meet with 23 teams  involved. The 
first came at home in the BP invite, and the 
seconds came at the WEM/JWP Invitational 
and the United South Central Invitational.

Individually, Alec Ille completed a 
sparkling career with his third MVP honor 

RESULTS WEEK SIX NOV. 15, 2017
TEAM STANDINGS	 WON	 LOST

F & M BANK	 20.5	 7.5

B TO Z HARDWARE	 19.5	 8.5

KOSTERS’ KAR CORNER	 16.5	 11.5 

J & H/DAIRY QUEEN	 10	 18

EPIC CONTRACTING	 10	 18

BUNKIES LANES & GRILL	 7.5	 20.5

HIGH TEAM GAME –SCRATCH
F & M BANK....................................................604

HIGH TEAM GAME- HANDICAP

J & H/DAIRY QUEEN....................................519 

NIGH TEAM SERIES- SCRATCH

F & M BANK....................................................1634

HIGH TEAM SERIES- HANDICAP

J & H/DAIRY QUEEN....................................1506

HIGH GAME INDIVIDUAL
1.JOANN NIELSON.......................................161

2. KRISTI FIEBIGER.......................................154

3. MAREN WILLEY.......................................154

HIGH SERIES INDIVIDUAL

1.  JOANN NIELSON.....................................455

2. JUDY ESPLAN............................................408

BY DENNIS MARSHALL
SPORTS EDITOR

For the first time in recent memory the 
Owatonna girls’ hockey team has started the 
season 2-0.

The Huskies defeated Rochester Century 
10-2 on Nov. 21 for their second win of the 

season.
“It feels awesome,” senior defenseman 

Rilee Schmidt said. “We are off to great start 
and hopefully it keeps rolling for us.”

“We’ve played very well,” she continued. 
“We made a lot of good passes in the 
defensive zone to breakout and we also had a 
lot of good shots from the point and we were 
cycling down low.”

Owatonna freshman forward Anna 
Herzog scored the first goal of the game with 
four minutes and 40 second into the first 
period. She was assisted by fellow freshman 
Grace Wolfe.

Owatonna eighth grader Olivia Herzog 
was the next to scored when she knocked in 

Owatonna girls’ hockey 
team off to great start

STAFF PHOTO: DENNIS MARSHALL
Grace Wolfe attempts to get past a Rochester Century defender with the puck. The Huskies beat Rochester 10-2 on Nov. 21 for its second win of 
the season. 

STAFF PHOTO: HOWARD LESTRUD
Nearly 100 participated in the Sixth Annual Gobble Wobble on the Prairie Thanksgiving 
morning, Nov. 23. Talon Arndt, 8, left, and Cooper White, 6 are two of the Widdle Wobble 
participants.

Gobble Wobble
SEE CROSS COUNTRY, B7

SEE HOCKEY, B7
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BLOOMING PRAIRIE A HONOR ROLL—GRADES 7 & 8
Back row (left to right): Stirling Hart, Isabella Heiber, Bradley Simon, 

Xavier Rennie; Middle row:  Bobbie Bruns, Sierra Larson, Abigail 
Hefling, Joie Ruhter; Front row:  Asha Lighthizer, Emily Miller, Isabelle 

Sunde, Melanie Winzenburg. Missing was Samuel Pirkl.

BLOOMING PRAIRIE A HONOR ROLL—GRADES 9-12
Back row (left to right):  Mitchell Oswald, Jerrin Jax, Linnea Sunde, 
McKenna Hein, Ashleigh Alwes, Isabella White; middle row:  Ethan 
Arett, Samantha Wurst, Jake Ressler, Seth Peterson, Riley Millam, 
Payton Simon; front row:  Megan Oswald, Reese Millam, Emily 
Kubicek, Rachael Riley, Julia Worke and Rachael Oswald. 

A HONOR ROLL 

Grade 7: Stirling Hart; Abigail Hefling; 
Sierra Larson; Samuel Pirkl; Joie Ruhter. 

Grade 8: Bobbie Bruns; Isabella Heiber; 
Asha Lighthizer; Emily Miller; Xavier 
Rennie; Bradley Simon; Isabelle Sunde; 
Melanie Winzenburg.

Grade 9: Ashleigh Alwes; Emily 
Kubicek; Reese Millam; Megan Oswald; 
Rachael Riley; Isabella White. 

Grade 10: Julia Worke. 

Grade 11: Riley Millam; Rachael 
Oswald; Seth Peterson; Payton Simon. 

Grade 12: Ethan Arett; Linnea 
Byers-Sunde; McKenna Hein; Jerrin 
Jax; Mitchell Oswald; Jake Ressler; 
Samantha Wurst. 

A- HONOR ROLL

Grade 7: Olivia Anderson; Haven 
Carlson; Cade Christianson; Micah 
Donnelly; Trinity Evans; Annika Green; 
Jenna Johnson; Ava Krejci; Madison 
Lea; Ethan Marzolf; Samuel Michaud; 
Anna Pauly; Anna Reese; Clare Rennie; 
Lucas Schammel; Samuel Smith; Alexis 
Steckelberg; Madelaine Stoen; Jacob 
Weinberger. 

Grade 8: Tyler Archer; Carson 
Brennecke; Ethan Ehlers; Colin Jordison; 
David Kartes; Parker Kubicek; Josie 
Lorenz; Marquette Millam; Gustaof 
Ogren; Lauren Schammel; Alivia 
Schneider; Samuel Skillestad; Carson 
Wacek. 
Grade 9: Maggie Bruns; Maren 
Forystek; Charlie Heimerman; Shyane 
Jorgenson; Luke Larkoski; Joseph Pirkl; 
Jessica Ressler; Gretchen Sunde; 
Wyatt Voss; Taylor Wurst. 

Grade 10: Kisha Aquino; Riauna Bishop; 

Lila Carlson; Gemini Johnson; Colton 
Krell; Adam Larson; Jarrett Larson; Maya 
Lembke; Alexis Olivo; Matthew Pryor; 
Marti Snider; Baylee Sorensen; Dondi 
Stender; Viridiana Villarreal.  

Grade 11: Jackson Baltazar; William 
Cardenas; Raeann Grundmeier; Colin 
Lerum; Trenton Swenson; Timothy Wolf. 

Grade 12: Austin Behne; Jeremy 
Hocking; Alec Ille; Ayren Ingvalson; 
Brandon Jimenez; Rachel Pirkl. 

B+ HONOR ROLL 

Grade 7: Hosea Baker; Hailey Hensrud; 
Tyler Miller; Alexander Riley; Cyprus 
Schleicher; Susan Smith; Anika Sunde; 
Leah Thorson; Madison Thurnau. 

Grade 8: Alana Braaten; Jaydon 
Brown; Tyler Iverson; Piper Lund; Graci 
Svoboda; Mavric Voss; Adam Walsh. 

Grade 9: Lillian Abbe; Abby Braaten; 
Cole Graves; Brianna Hensrud; Brian 
Jimenez; Allison Krohnberg; Alexander 
Miller; Mariah Miller; Christopher 
Shepard; Halle Strunk; Kiya Thompson; 
Rachel Thompson; Micalyn Trihus. 

Grade 10: Zachary Archer; Raynee 
Fawver; Gabriel Hagen; Hazel Michaud; 
Kaden Thomas; Parker Vaith; Jayde 
Wacek; Zachary Weber; Jillian Wigham. 

Grade 11: Jaclyn Hyland; Hannah 
Kinny; Ian Wayne. 

Grade 12: Jack Abbe; Kyle Bramstedt; 
Emma Christianson; Jonathan Herron; 
Talon Kent; Maxwell Romeo; Bradley 
Staska; Asia Thostenson. 

B HONOR ROLL 

Grade 7: Aubrie Brandt; Morgan 
Camery; Jesse Cardenas; Nevaeh 

Garcia; Brittany Johnson; Heidi Judy; 
Kaylee Nirk; Zander Peterson; Anna 
Suchanek; Paul Sunde. 

Grade 8: Dylan Aldrich; Emily 
Anderson; Lindsey Baltazar; Garret 
Farr; Payton Fristedt; Jason King; Jett 
Swenson; Brennan Tapp. 

Grade 9: Isaac Arnold; Adrianna 
Bermea; Thomas Donnelly; Dylan 
Johnson; Lane Lembke; Mackenzie 
Madsen; Grace Magnuson; Maggy 
Motl; Christopher Naatz. 

Grace 10: Morgan Anderson; Kassidy 
Borgen; Isaac Ille; Hope Johnson; Dylan 
Nirk; Heather Pirkl; Karson Vigeland. 

Grace 11: Alexyss Magnuson; Brett 
Motl; Clint Peterson; Daniel Rivera-
Escandon; Joshua Temple. 

Grade 12: Kyler Christianson; Thomas 
Erickson; Cameron Kubista; Lucas 
Noble; Haley Ryks; Nicholas Thompson; 
Zachary Wiese. 

Honor Roll
A special salute to Blooming Prairie’s
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Weapons: On Nov. 11, a Hayfield woman called deputies when a stray bullet from hunters hit her house in 
the 23100 block of 720th St. at 4:38 p.m. 

BLOTTER 
SPOTLIGHT

COURT NEWS
Steele County

The following cases were heard 
in Steele County District Court 
the week of Nov. 6 with Judge 
Karen R. Duncan presiding: 
Mariah A. Sleeuwenhoek, 
20, Faribault, previously ap-
peared and was convicted of 
felony possession of marijuana. 
She was sentenced to $181, 2 
days in county jail, no posses-
sion of firearms, no alcohol or 
controlled substance use, do 
not enter liquor establishments, 
no contact with co-defendants, 
obtain permission to leave the 
state, 120 days of community 
service and 3 years of super-
vised probation. 
Adam J. Techau, 33, Owaton-
na, previously appeared and 
was convicted of felony pos-
session of marijuana. Techau 
was sentenced to $1,081, 28 
days in county jail, no posses-
sion of firearms, no alcohol or 
controlled substance use, do 
not enter liquor establishments, 
chemical dependency evalua-
tion, psychological evaluation, 
obtain permission to leave the 
state, 30 hours of community 
service and 5 years of super-
vised probation. 
James E. White, 36, Owa-
tonna, previously appeared 
and was convicted of felony 
burglary. The defendant was 
sentenced to $1,081 no posses-
sion of firearms, alcohol mon-
itor, maintain employment, no 
alcohol or controlled substance 
use, do not enter liquor estab-
lishments, chemical dependen-
cy evaluation, no contact with 
victim, individual therapy, obtain 
permission to leave the state, 
complete the Men Who Batter 
program and 5 years of super-
vised probation. 
The following misdemeanors 
and petty misdemeanors were 
heard in Steele County District 
Court the week of Nov. 6 – 10: 

BLOOMING PRAIRIE 
POLICE DEPARTMENT

Benjamin Banda, 58, Blooming 
Prairie, revoked license and 
no insurance, $481; Deontae 
L. Thomas, 29, Minneapolis, 
revoked license, $281. 

MN STATE PATROL
ROCHESTER

Cody S. Ash, 25, homeless, 
careless driving, no license 
and speeding, $331; Roman 
P. Broadwater, 22, Byron, seat 
belt, $106; Catherine M. De-
vetter, 22, Mankato, speeding, 
$121; Samantha M. Ecker, 24, 
Eagan, speeding, $121; Cynthia 
R. Oppenheimer, 61, Albert 
Lea, speeding, $121; Teriann 
Powell, 35, Owatonna, speed-
ing and revoked license, $421; 
Jesse T. Price II, 33, Denver, 
CO, possession of 10 kilos or 
more of marijuana, stay of adju-
dication, $81, 4 days in county 
jail, no possession of firearms, 
obtain employment, no alcohol 
or controlled substance use, do 
not enter liquor establishments, 
cognitive skill training, obtain 
permission to leave the state, 
100 hours of community service 
and 5 years of supervised 
probation; Jason M. Probst, 

41, Owatonna, speeding, $121; 
Jarod A. Rogers, 18, West 
Concord, speeding, $131; Haley 
S. Steen, 25, Ames, IA, DWI, 
$406, Substance Abuse Subtle 
Screening Inventory and 1 year 
of supervised probation; Cody 
N. Wentworth, 25, Hayfield, 
speeding, $141; Edward J. 
Whitfield, 22, Des Moines, IA, 
speeding and no license, $321; 
Lawrence R. Woodbridge, 54, 
Nevis, speeding, $121. 

OWATONNA POLICE
DEPARTMENT

Ruqiyo O. Ali, 20, Owatonna, 
speeding, $131; Natasha B. An-
derson, 21, Owatonna, falsely 
reporting a crime, $581, 3 days 
in county jail, individual therapy 
and 1 year of supervised proba-
tion; Sandra K. Anderson, 50, 
Owatonna, suspended license, 
$281; Ricky B. Barnes, 24, 
Owatonna, no license, $181; 
Sean E. Blassick, 50, Faribault, 
no license, $181; Miguel Estra-
da, 42, Owatonna, DWI, $1,106 
and 160 days in county jail; 
Sandra S. Gatlin, 53, speeding, 
$131; Tawna M. Johnson, 42, 
Owatonna, controlled sub-
stance crime, stay of adjudica-
tion, $81, 45 days in county jail, 
no alcohol or controlled sub-
stance use, do not enter liquor 
establishment and 2 years of 
supervised probation; Stacie M. 
Laffrey, 37, Waseca, suspended 
license, $281; Matthew J. Maly, 
32, Lyle, speeding, $141; Bryn 
A. McGary, 18, Cottage Grove, 
minor consumption, $181; Cory 
L. Rasmussen, 39, Hayfield, 
controlled substance crime, 
stay of adjudication, $100, 5 
days in county jail, no posses-
sion of firearms, no alcohol or 
controlled substance use, do 
not enter liquor establishments, 
chemical dependency evalu-
ation, cognitive skill training, 
obtain permission to leave the 
state and 3 years of supervised 
probation; Joey S. Roseland, 
37, possession of paraphernalia 
and marijuana, $181; Susan M. 
Simon, 54, Owatonna, no insur-
ance, $281; Stacey S. Thomas, 
25, Waseca, revoked license, 
$281. 

STEELE COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Volodymyr Avhustyn, 44, 
Chicago, IL, speeding, $141; 
Gilberto Becerra, 44, Dodge 
Center, speeding, $121; Jen-
nifer L. Boettcher, 35, Titonka, 
IA, no insurance, $281; Korey 
M. Carroll, 24, West Concord, 
suspended license, $281; 
Rosalio Chavez Jr., 31, Owa-
tonna, speeding, $141; Richard 
K. Cory, 28, Blooming Prairie, 
speeding, $141; Alyssa R. 
Cottingham, 22, Owatonna, 
speeding, $141; Nicholas N. 
Ebner, 22, Preston, speeding, 
$121; Maria E. Escobar Funes, 
20, Faribault, speeding, $121; 
Christopher C. Gent, 30, Fort 
Walton Beach, FL, speeding, 
$131; Derick T. Helgeson, 
25, Owatonna, possession of 
paraphernalia and marijuana, 
$181; Rachelle R. Johnson, 
44, Owatonna, speeding, $121; 
Haylee E. Kremmin, 24, Owa-
tonna, careless driving, $181; 
Joseph J. Ornelas, 35, Waseca, 
speeding and no insurance, 
$321; Kevin C. Overby, 65, 
Northfield, speeding, $141; Ja-

mie M. Pemrick, 42, Faribault, 
revoked license, $281; Amber L. 
Peters, 29, Owatonna, speed-
ing, $121; Stanley L. Prins, 52, 
Owatonna, speeding, $121; 
Erica L. Rainone, 29, Waseca, 
no insurance, $281; Amanda 
L. Thompson, 47, Morristown, 
expired tabs, $111; Matthew S. 
Young, 25, New Richland, stop 
sign, $131. 
The following cases were heard 
in Steele County District Court 
the week of Nov. 13 with Judge 
Joseph A. Bueltel presiding: 
Gerald W. Blevins, 38, Be-
midji, previously appeared and 
was convicted of felony aid and 
abet murder while committing a 
felony. Blevins was sentenced 
to $996.40 and 150 months in 
St. Cloud State Prison. 
Peter A. Escobar, 25, Albert 
Lea, previously appeared and 
was convicted of felony criminal 
vehicular homicide – oper-
ate vehicle with negligence 
under influence of alcohol. The 
defendant was sentenced to 
$1,499, 360 days in county jail, 
no possession of firearms, Ig-
nition Interlock program, obtain 
and maintain employment, no 
alcohol or controlled substance, 
psychological evaluation, cog-
nitive skill training, attend two 
sober support groups per week, 
100 hours of community service 
and 5 years of supervised 
probation. 
Eric N. Gumbusky, 28, Owa-
tonna, previously appeared and 
was convicted of felony assault 
with a dangerous weapon. He 
was sentenced to $131, 14 
days in county jail, no posses-
sion of firearms, no alcohol or 
controlled substance use, do 
not enter liquor establishments, 
cognitive skill training maintain 
employment, obtain permission 
to leave the state, 100 hours of 
community service and 5 years 
of supervised probation. 
Cyrus N. Trevino, 25, Owa-
tonna, previously appeared and 
was convicted of felony murder 
with intent-not premeditated. 
Trevino was sentenced to 
$1,077.40 and 391 months in St. 
Cloud State Prison. 
The following misdemeanors 
and petty misdemeanors were 
heard in Steele County District 
Court the week of Nov. 13 – 17: 

BLOOMING PRAIRIE
POLICE DEPARTMENT

Marcello Bermea, 33, Hay-
field, revoked license and no 
insurance, $481; Mikayla M. 
Finney, 20, Duluth, possession 
of drug paraphernalia, stay of 
adjudication, $121, no alcohol 
or controlled substance use 
and 6 months of unsupervised 
monitoring without conviction; 
Melissa A. Law, 35, Ellendale, 
obstruction of legal process, 
$131, 10 days in county jail, 
diagnostic assessment, 80 
hours of community service and 
2 years of supervised proba-
tion; Bradley J. Ross, 27, Rose 
Creek, expired tabs, $111. 

MN DEPT. OF 
NATURAL RESOURCES

Jacob P. Banks, 25, Owaton-
na, take fish without angling 
license, $181. 

MN STATE PATROL
ROCHESTER

Jeanne G. Adams, 64, St. Louis 

Park, speeding, $141; Alberto 
V. Arellano, 21, Cincinnati, 
OH, speeding, $221; Kari L. 
Beckenbaugh, 45, Rochester, 
speeding, $121; Nicolas P. 
Demartini, 23, Zumbro Falls, 
speeding and revoked license, 
$321; Derek P. Denelsbeck, 
36, Owatonna, seat belt and 
possession of marijuana, $256; 
Tyree C. Drakeford, 26, St. 
Paul, speeding, $100; Sondra 
J. Enstad, 52, Kasson, speed-
ing, $121; Jaime M. Goytia, 36, 
Brooklyn Park, no license, $181; 
Michael Greene, 31, Brooklyn 
Center, speeding, $100; Ryan 
S. Harrington, 44, Cannon 
Falls, speeding, $121; Alicia 
A. Janssen, 31, Owatonna, 
no insurance, $281; Rhiannon 
L. Ladue, 38, Bloomington, 
revoked license, $281; Tao Li, 
19, Des Moines, WA, speeding, 
$131; Daniel F. Link, 51, Mound, 
speeding, $121; Nicole R. Lov-
ings, 43, Omaha, NE, speeding, 
$131; Tommy I. Ly, 19, Apple 
Valley, DWI, $406, Substance 
Abuse Subtle Screening In-
ventory, attend MADD impact 
panel, no alcohol or controlled 
substance use and 1 year of 
supervised probation; Mark L. 
Marquette, 57, Melbourne, FL, 
speeding, $121; Alexander J. 
McElmury, 17, Kasson, speed-
ing, $121; Musa A. Muhumed, 
33, Faribault, speeding, $121; 
Julius D. Powell, 26, Owatonna, 
suspended license and seat 
belt, $306; Erica L. Rainone, 
29, Owatonna, speeding, 
$121; Daniel M. Schadegg, 52, 
Sunfish Lake, speeding, $131; 
James M. Schlie, 31, Janesville, 
improperly wear seatbelt, $106; 
Steven R. Slater, 21, Owa-
tonna, speeding, $131; Ellen 
M. Sorenson, 58, Shakopee, 
speeding, $121; Thanh H. Tran, 
46, Rochester, speeding, $131; 
Douglas P. Trom, 60, Blooming 
Prairie, seat belt, $106. 

OWATONNA POLICE
DEPARTMENT

Aaron A. Barta, 36, Owatonna, 
illegal movement on red, $131; 
Katherine J. Bland, 27, Owa-
tonna, speeding, $100; Cathy 
A. Diekmann, 63, Hastings, 
DWI, $381, 2 days in county jail, 
chemical dependency evalua-
tion and 1 year of unsupervised 
probation; Samantha J. Esser, 
25, Waseca, failure to yield 
and permit violation, $181; 
Daniel A. Garcia, 18, Owaton-
na, possession of marijuana, 
stay of adjudication, $131, 30 
days in county jail, no alcohol 
or controlled substance use, 
do not enter liquor establish-
ments, chemical dependency 
evaluation, obtain permission 
to leave the state, 224 hours of 
community service and 3 years 
of supervised probation; Nicole 
A. Glor, 23, Owatonna, speed-
ing, $201; Chad G. Griffin, 36, 
New Richland, revoked license, 
$281; Mary J. Grubish, 38, 
Owatonna, DWI, $281, 2 days 
in county jail, no alcohol or 
controlled substance use, do 
not enter liquor establishments 
and 2 years of supervised pro-
bation; Vincent F. Guggisberg, 
25, Owatonna, revoked license, 
$281; Alfred A. Hernandez, 39, 
Owatonna, toxic substances, 
chemical dependency evalua-
tion and 1 year of unsupervised 
monitoring without conviction; 

Deuce J. Hodge, 27, Owatonna, 
revoked license, no insurance 
and speeding, $521; Hannah L. 
Johnson, 40, Owatonna, failure 
to yield, $131; Derek D. Jones, 
30, Owatonna, speeding and 
no insurance, $321; Shelly L. 
Malecha, 60, Owatonna, stop 
sign, $131; Jason S. Marik, 30, 
Morristown, revoked license, 
$281; Shawn P. McDowell, 39, 
Owatonna, no license and no 
insurance, $381; Manuel D. 
Medina-Celis, 40, Owatonna, 
no license, $181; Emilio D. 
Mendoza Alvarez, 21, Owaton-
na, no license, $181; Joshua 
D. Montoya, 25, Owatonna, 
revoked license, $281; Zakeria 
M. Newman, 23, Owatonna, 
no license, $181; Matthew T. 
Pates, 31, Owatonna, give 
peace officer false information, 
$81, 1 day in county jail and 1 
year of unsupervised probation; 
Destiny R. Rietveld, 20, Owa-
tonna, theft, $381; Alexandra F. 
Simon, 21, Faribault, speeding, 
$221; Mikayla M. Spears, 18, 
Cottage Grove, minor consump-
tion, $181; John D. Swenson, 
19, Owatonna, failure to stop 
for school bus, $300; Claudell 
Walker, 40, St. Paul, revoked 
license and speeding, $421; 
Joseph L. Walsh, 27, Brooklyn 
Park, open bottle, $181; Kevin 
Webster, 28, Owatonna, sus-
pended license, $281; Levi D. 
Wilder, 30, Owatonna, speed-
ing, $131; James E. Wimbush, 
43, revoked license and no 
insurance, $481. 

STEELE COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Stephen W. Allen, 48, Sleepy 
Eye, speeding, $121; Dan-
iel A. Anderson, 47, Adams, 
DWI, $406, 2 days in county 
jail, no alcohol or controlled 
substance use, attend MADD 
impact panel and 1 year of 
supervised probation; Ethan N. 
Arendt, 27, Wabasha, speed-
ing, $221; Travis L. Briggs, 28, 
New Richland, speeding, $221; 
Christian A. Briones Muzquiz, 
20, Owatonna, minor consump-
tion, $181; Vanessa R. Cloves, 
29, Owatonna, no license, $181; 
Dante A. Coleman, 20, Wase-
ca, no insurance and improper 
information on license, $301; 
Keith F. Cruz, 30, Des Moines, 
IA, DWI, $406, 2 days in county 
jail, Substance Abuse Subtle 
Screening Inventory and 1 year 
of supervised probation; Jaime 
R. De Leon, 32, Blooming 
Prairie, revoked license and 
no insurance, $481; Dilson A. 
Flores, 29, Owatonna, DWI, 
$406, attend MADD impact 
panel, Substance Abuse Subtle 
Screening Inventory and 1 year 
of supervised probation; John 
C. Fornberg, 47, Ellendale, stop 
sign, $131; Lanisa A. Galvan, 
23, South St. Paul, speeding, 
$221; Ansaar A. Gandy, 31, 
Milwaukee, WI, speeding, $141; 
Lamar X. Graves, 22, Owaton-
na, speeding and no insurance, 
$321; Skylar A. Guggisberg, 24, 
Owatonna, suspended license, 
$281; Bridgette A. Hemmesch, 
31, Owatonna, speeding, $121; 
Donna L. Ihlenfeld, 64, Owaton-
na, speeding, $121; Jesse S. 
Jaeger, 25, Ellendale, speeding, 
$121; Christopher M. Jahr, 27, 
Owatonna, DWI, $606, 2 days 
in county jail, Ignition Interlock 
program, chemical dependency 

evaluation, no alcohol or con-
trolled substance use, do not 
enter liquor establishments and 
3 years of supervised probation; 
James D. Larson, 52, Wase-
ca, speeding, $121; Roman O. 
Marinin, 23, Bloomington, DWI, 
$381, no alcohol or controlled 
substance use and 1 year of 
unsupervised probation; Stacy 
L. Martin, 40, Mauston, WI, re-
voked license, $281; Jon J. Mc-
Namee, 24, Owatonna, improp-
er information on license, $101; 
Jesse K. Moe, 31, Owatonna, 
suspended license, $281; Jared 
M. Santibanez, 20, Owatonna, 
speeding, $141; Brady D. Seitz, 
23, Owatonna, vehicle auxiliary 
driving lights violation, speeding 
and no license, $371; Alexandra 
F. Simon, 21, Faribault, speed-
ing, $141; Derrick J. Skoglund, 
46, Northfield, speeding, $121; 
Kenneth D. Stone, 19, Bloom-
ington, no insurance, $281; 
Stacey S. Thomas, 25, Waseca, 
revoked license, $281; Jamie 
G. Vasquez, 21, Waseca, no li-
cense, $181; Daniel D. Wagner, 
26, New Richland, speeding, 
$121. 

POLICE BLOTTER
Steele County

OWATONNA POLICE
Nov. 17 

Warrant: Police arrested a 
juvenile for an outstanding 
warrant in the 600 block of 
Cedar Ave. N. at 3:22 p.m. 
Theft: A motor vehicle was 
reported stolen from the 3100 
block of Park Dr. NW at 3:31 
p.m. 
Thefts: Police took theft 
reports in the 1000 block of 
28th Ave. NW at 5:17 p.m., at 
Rose St. E. and Pine Ave. NE at 
7:53 p.m. and the 600 block of 
Bridge St. W. at 8:31 p.m. 
Assault: Officers responded to 
an assault in the 2200 block of 
26th St. NW at 5:58 p.m. 
Shoplifting: At 8:42 p.m., a 
shoplifting incident occurred in 
the 200 block of Oak Ave. S. 
Juvenile: Police responded to 
a juvenile complaint in the 1000 
block of 20th St. NE at 11:48 
p.m. They issued a citation. 

Nov. 18 
Warrant: Officer made a 
warrant arrest in the 200 block 
of 22nd St. NW at 8:38 a.m. 
Assault: Officers responded 
to an assault in the 500 block of 
Vine St. E. at 8:49 a.m. 
Vandalism: Property damage 
was reported in the 1700 block 
of Cedar Valley Dr. NW at 11:57 
a.m. 
Domestic: Police responded 
to a domestic disturbance in the 
400 block of Lemond Road SW 
at 1:01 p.m. 
Shoplifting: At 3:41 p.m., 
officer issued a shoplifting 
citation in the 1100 block of 
Frontage Rd. W. 

Nov. 19 
DWI: Officer arrested a 
motorist for driving while 
intoxicated at 18th St. SE and 
Austin Road SE at 12:31 a.m. 
Theft: Officer took a theft 
report in the 3400 block of 9th 
St. NW at 10:27 a.m. 

CRIME BRIEFS

Mother charged with 
assaulting child

An Owatonna mother 
has been charged with 
assaulting her own child.

The Steele County 
Attorney’s Office has 
charged Trennette 
Myles with felony 
domestic strangulation 
and two counts of gross 
misdemeanor domestic 
assault. 

The charges stem from 
an incident in the 800 block 
of S. Oak Avenue Nov. 20. 
Officers from Owatonna 
Police responded after a 
child called 911 reporting 
being assaulted by the 
mother. 

According to police, 
Myles allegedly confronted 

the child about 
inappropriate 
behavior. She 
then grabbed 
the child by 
the hair and 
threw the 
child around 
the kitchen, 
causing a table 

to fall over, police said. 
At some point during 

the assault, Myles squeezed 
the child’s neck with both 
hands so hard that the 
child couldn’t breathe, 
police reported. 

	 1.	 Gumecindo Solis – child endangerment - $3,000 bail
	 2.	 Jorge Solis – agg viol - $3,000 bail
	 3.	 Josefina Solis – child neglect - $3,000 bail
	 4.	 Michael Sommerfield – theft - $500 bail
	 5.	 Jose Sosa – DWI – no bail
	 6.	 Shane Spencer – traffic - $1,000 bail
	 7.	 Joseph Stenbakken – contempt of court - $500 bail

	 8.	 Bashir Sudi – theft by check - $10,000 bail
	 9.	 Santana Syhakhoun – contempt of court - $500 bail
	10.	 Pablo Tagle – theft by swindle - $1,000 bail
	11.	 Jacqueline Talleu – contempt of court - $500 bail
	12.	 Brandon Tate – domestic assault - $2,000 bail
	13.	 Alvin Taylor – DWI - $3,000 bail
	14.	 John Tedd – domestic assault – no bail 

	15.	 Allen Telschow – DWI – no bail
	16.	 Ramiro Terrones – DWI - $500 bail
	17.	 Norma Thibodeau – dishonored check - $1,000 bail
	18.	 James Thomas – theft – no bail
	19.	 Carla Thompkins – stalking - $35,000 bail
	20.	 Larry Thompson – obstruction - $3,000 bail

Disclosing active warrants promotes public safety and aids in the identification and apprehension of wanted individuals

Myles

WARRANTS: The following individuals have active warrants in Steele County. The Sheriff provides this information as a public service

The Minnesota Department of 
Transportation received national 
honors Nov. 15 for the success of its 
“Implementation of Data Driven Safety 
Solutions” program to reduce fatal 
crashes on county roads.

Minnesota was one of nine states to 
receive the prestigious 2017 National 
Roadway Safety Award, a biannual 
awards program sponsored jointly by 
the Roadway Safety Foundation and 
the Federal Highway Administration. 
The awards, which were presented in 
Washington D.C., recognize roadway 
safety achievements that move the U.S. 
toward zero deaths and serious injuries 
on the nation’s roadways.

State crash data indicate that county 
roads account for half of all fatal crashes, 
even though they account for less than 
a quarter of vehicle miles traveled in 
the state. To address this, MnDOT 

and the Minnesota County Engineers 
Association collaborated with counties 
to develop county road safety plans for 
all 87 Minnesota counties, emphasizing 
low-cost, systemic improvements over 
high-cost reactive treatments.

“MnDOT is proud to work with 
counties to implement ways to reduce 
fatalities and serious injury crashes 
on county roads,” said MnDOT 
Commissioner Charlie Zelle. “We can’t 
ever stop working to achieve zero deaths 
on our roads.”

The county road safety plans 
contain 330 low-cost, proactive safety 
improvements on county roads that 
resulted in a 25 percent reduction in 
the county road fatality rate over the 
subsequent four years.

“The strong partnership and 
collaboration between MnDOT and 
Minnesota counties allowed us to develop 

safety plans and implement strategies 
that make our roads safe for all users,” 
said Wayne Sandberg, Washington 
County engineer who accepted the award 
in Washington D.C.

Projects were evaluated on 
effectiveness, innovation and efficient 
use of resources. The program honors 
projects in two categories: infrastructure 
and operational improvements, and 
program planning, development and 
evaluation.

“These awards recognize real and 
innovative solutions to some of the 
nation’s biggest safety challenges,” said 
Acting Federal Highway Administrator 
Brandye L. Hendrickson. “We commend 
Minnesota for its efforts in saving lives 
and reducing injuries on our nation’s 
roads, and invite others across the 
country to put such life-saving solutions 
to work.”

MnDOT honored with National 
Roadway Safety Award

CONTINUED ON B4
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Assault: At 12:14 p.m., police 
responded to an assault in the 
300 block of 18th St. SE. 
Welfare: Officer completed a 
welfare check in the 100 block 
of McKinley St. E. at 4 p.m. 
Domestic: Police responded 
to a domestic disturbance in the 
500 block of Cedar Ave. S. at 
4:16 p.m. 
Vulnerable Adult: Police 
received a vulnerable adult 
report from the 100 block of 
24th Place NW at 10:30 p.m. 

Nov. 20 
Suspicion: At 1:31 a.m., 
officers responded to 
suspicious activity in the 300 
block of 16th St. SW. They took 
a subject into custody at the 
scene. 
Crash: Police assisted the 
State Patrol with a motor 
vehicle accident with injuries at 
Riverside Ave. NW and Bridge 
St. W. at 7:51 a.m. 
Vandalism: Property damage 
was reported in the 600 block of 
School St. E. at 8:10 a.m. and 
the 100 block of 22nd St. NW at 
3:59 p.m. 
Burglary: Police began a 
burglary investigation in the 700 
block of Riverwood Dr. SW at 
11:43 a.m. 
Stop Arm: At 3:02 p.m., police 
received information regarding 
a school bus stop arm violation 
at Prospect St. E. and Grove 
Ave. S. 
Vulnerable Adult: Officers 
received a vulnerable adult 
report from the 200 block of 
Pearl St. E. at 3:21 p.m. 
Assault: Officers responded 
to an assault in the 800 block of 
Oak Ave. S. at 7:36 p.m. 
Child Protection: At 8:08 
p.m., police received a child 
protection report from the 700 
block of 13th St. NE. 

Nov. 21
Vandalism: Property damage 
was reported in the 400 block 
of Dartt Ave. NE at 12:24 a.m. 
and the 1100 block of Frontage 
Road W at 1:16 p.m. 
Drugs: Officers responded to 
drug activity in the 1200 block 
of 21st Ave. NW at 9:23 a.m. 
Theft: Police took theft reports 
in the 500 block of 23rd St. NE 
at 10:05 a.m. and the 300 block 
of Allan Ave. SW at 5:42 p.m. 
and 7:54 p.m. 
Fight: A fight occurred in the 
500 block of 15th St. NE at 
11:17 a.m. 
Crash: Paramedics and 
officers responded to a motor 
vehicle accident with injuries at 
26th St. NW and County Road 
45 N. at 3:05 p.m. 
Fraud: A citizen reported a 
fraud incident in the 2200 block 
of 46th St. NW at 7:04 p.m. 

STEELE COUNTY SHERIFF
Nov. 17 

Assist: Deputies responded to 
a public assist in the 700 block 
of 2nd Ave. NE in Medford at 
10:34 a.m. 

Nov. 19 
Welfare: At 2:33 a.m., deputy 
issued a citation during a 
welfare check at Highway 218 
and 83rd St. SE in Aurora 
Township. 
Theft: Deputy took a theft 
report in the 100 block of 
Riverview Court in Medford at 
10:23 a.m. 

Crash: Deputies assisted 
the State Patrol with a motor 
vehicle accident resulting 
in property damage at 58th 
St. SW and 25th Ave. SW in 
Somerset Township at 1:21 p.m. 
Pursuit: Deputies arrested 
a subject following a vehicle 
pursuit in the 12800 block 
of 72nd Ave. SW in Berlin 
Township at 8:52 p.m. 
Warrant: Deputy made a 
warrant arrest at the detention 
center at 10:11 p.m. 

Nov. 20 
Littering: At 11:30 a.m., a 
littering incident occurred in the 
6700 block of Frontage Road 
W. in Medford. 
Medical: Deputies responded 
to a medical emergency in the 
62000 block of 86th St. NE in 
Merton Township at 1:19 p.m. 
Crash: Deputies received 
information regarding a vehicle 
hitting a deer in the 1700 block 
of 69th St. NW in Medford 
Township at 5:05 p.m. 

Nov. 21
Burglary: Deputies began a 
burglary investigation in the 
64000 block of 34th Ave. NE in 
Merton Township at 9:29 a.m. 
Crash: Deputies assisted the 
State Patrol with a motor 
vehicle accident resulting in 
property damage in the 31000 
block of 18th St. SE in 
Owatonna Township at 3:17 
p.m. 

ARREST
Steele County

OWATONNA POLICE
Tony Terrence Fisher, 39, ar-
rested at 2:09 a.m. Nov. 20, aid 
and abet theft and violation of 
conditions of release warrants 
arrest, $1,000 bail. 
William Robert Wheeler, 
30, arrested at 2:32 a.m. Nov. 
20, probation violation warrant 
arrest, body only. 
Trennette Lashawn Myl-
es, 36, arrested at 9:02 p.m. 
Nov. 20, domestic assault and 
assault, held for court. 
Cassandra Sue Britt, 25, 
arrested at 6:30 p.m. Nov. 20, 
warrant arrest, held for court. 
Steele County Sheriff
Joshua Douglas Watkins, 
31, arrested at 9:12 p.m. Nov. 
19, felony fleeing in motor vehi-
cle and warrant, held for court. 
Robert Lynn Hagmann, 37, 
arrested at 9:50 p.m. Nov. 19, 
warrant arrest, $10,000 bail. 
Tongyik Miyoang Keirkow, 
46, arrested at 4:10 p.m. Nov. 
20, DWI, held for court. 

COURT NEWS
Dodge County

The following cases were heard 
in Dodge County District Court 
the week of Nov. 6 with Judge 
Jodi L. Williamson presiding: 
John G. Baker Jr., 36, Dodge 
Center, previously appeared 
and was convicted of felony 
possession of marijuana. He 
was sentenced to $205 and 
18 months in St. Cloud State 
Prison. 
Thomas L. Jeter, 58, Roch-
ester, previously appeared 
and was convicted of felony 
possession of marijuana. The 
defendant was sentenced to 

$130, no alcohol or controlled 
substance use, do not enter 
liquor establishments, chemical 
assessment, no possession of 
firearms, mental health evalua-
tion and 5 years of supervised 
probation. 
Corey L. Mees, 31, St. Cloud, 
previously appeared and was 
convicted of felony posses-
sion of marijuana. Mees was 
sentenced to $1,155, 61 days 
in county jail, cognitive skill 
training, do not enter liquor 
establishments, mental health 
evaluation, no possession of 
firearms, no alcohol or con-
trolled substance use, 100 
hours of community service and 
5 years of supervised proba-
tion. 
The following misdemeanors 
and petty misdemeanors were 
heard in Dodge County District 
Court the week of Nov. 6 – 13: 

DODGE COUNTY 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Jacob E. Ewing, 24, Kasson, 
speeding, $120; David J. Hen-
derson, 58, Kasson, controlled 
substance crime, stay of adjudi-
cation, $975, no alcohol or con-
trolled substance use, do not 
enter liquor establishments, 90 
hours of community service and 
2 years of supervised proba-
tion; Branden A. Hendrickson, 
18, Owatonna, possession of 
marijuana and failure to appear, 
stay of adjudication, $975, 74 
days in county jail, no alcohol 
or controlled substance use, do 
not enter liquor establishments, 
chemical assessment, 90 hours 
of community service and 2 
years of supervised probation; 
Nathan M. Noser, 20, Pine 
Island, suspended license, 
$280; Justin F. Shoemaker, 30, 
Zumbrota, controlled substance 
crime, stay of adjudication, 
$975, 13 days in county jail, no 
alcohol or controlled substance 
use, do not enter liquor estab-
lishments, chemical assess-
ment, 90 hours of community 
service and 2 years of super-
vised probation; Donald P. 
Stroebl, 41, Dodge Center, DWI, 
$1,010, no alcohol or controlled 
substance use, do not enter 
liquor establishments, chem-
ical assessment, 90 hours of 
community service and 3 years 
of supervised probation; Brady 
W. Swanson, 20, Dodge Center, 
speeding, $130; Thalamus H. 
Wilson, 39, Kasson, revoked 
license and no insurance, $480. 

KASSON POLICE
DEPARTMENT

Destany R. Adreon, 21, 
Mantorville, failure to yield to 
pedestrian, $180; Nathaniel S. 
Elwoods, 21, Kasson, invalid 
license, $180; Joni J. Garcia, 
30, Kasson, invalid license, 
$180; Jennifer M. Johannsen, 
35, Owatonna, speeding, $140; 
Paul T. Merry, 39, Rochester, 
speeding, $130; James L. 
Peterson, 84, Byron, stop sign, 
$130; Nathan D. Register, 37, 
Kasson, speeding and no insur-
ance, stay of adjudication, $120 
and 6 months of probation; 
Wendy J. Reincke, 21, Roches-
ter, speeding, $220; Ashley E. 
Rendon, 29, Kasson, parking 
violation, $32. 

MN STATE PATROL
ROCHESTER

Jared J. Cutting, 28, Byron, 
speeding, $140; Billy W. Love-

day, 44, Mantorville, speeding, 
$120; Khadar O. Mohamud, 19, 
Owatonna, speeding, $380; 
Tanner S. Peterson, 26, Roch-
ester, suspended license, $280; 
Eric D. Purvis, 23, Kasson, 
speeding, $130. 

WEST CONCORD
POLICE DEPARTMENT

Leland J. Corey, 59, West 
Concord, DWI, $505, alcohol 
assessment and 1 year of su-
pervised probation. 
The following misdemeanors 
and petty misdemeanors were 
heard in Dodge County District 
Court the week of Nov. 13 – 20: 

DODGE COUNTY 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Joshua P. Bartels, 23, Lake 
Elmo, unreasonable acceler-
ation, $100; Alexander K. Block-
hus, 26, Rochester, speeding, 
$220; Benedicto D. Cordero, 61, 
LeRoy, DWI, $810, no alcohol 
or controlled substance use, do 
not enter liquor establishments, 
chemical assessment and 2 
years of supervised probation; 
Dwyn E. Erichsen, 51, Kas-
son, speeding, $120; Peter W. 
Gjemse, 47, Cleveland, speed-
ing, $220; Sheila B. Hatfield, 
28, Rochester, revoked license, 
$280; Kaitlin M. Kanable, 28, 
West Concord, failure to yield, 
$130; Sterling S. Larson, 80, 
Kasson, seat belt, no insurance, 
operate vehicle without plates, 
$405; Robert J. Leonard, 32, 
Mantorville, financial transac-
tion card fraud and failure to 
appear, $1,390.17, 52 days in 
county jail, 10 hours of com-
munity service and 2 years of 
supervised probation; Brandon 
J. Melloon, 27, McIntire, IA, 
speeding, $120; Chan D. Prom, 
29, DWI, $405, no alcohol or 
controlled substance use, do 
not enter liquor establishments, 
chemical assessment and 1 
year of supervised probation; 
Morgan E. Snider, 18, Blooming 
Prairie, littering, possession of 
marijuana and underage pos-
session of liquor, $430; Casey 
L. Sommers, 26, Rochester, 
disorderly conduct, $355, 20 
hours of community service and 
1 year of probation; Zebadiah 
I. Tamez, 18, Dodge Center, 
speeding, $220; Bradley R. Ter-
hurne, 46, Rochester, flashing 
lights violation, $120; Trevor R. 
White III, 28, West Concord, 
revoked license and no insur-
ance, $480; Jason W. Wilburn, 
34, Rochester, nonsupport of 
spouse or child – amount nine 
times person’s total monthly 
payment, stay of adjudication, 
meet with DHS Child Support 
office and 1 year of probation. 

KASSON POLICE
DEPARTMENT

Chad D. Aaker, 22, Kasson, 
DWI, $505, chemical depen-
dency evaluation and 1 year of 
probation; Stefania A. Brown, 
44, Chicago, IL, speeding, 
$130; Erin R. Carr, 27, Kasson, 
speeding, $140; Zachary M. 
Edling, 27, Kasson, seat belt, 
$105; Christine K. Floren, 48, 
Byron, following vehicle too 
closely, $130; Regina H. John-
son, 40, Rochester, restraining 
order violation, $255, 10 hours 
of community service and 1 
year of supervised probation; 
Stephanie M. Kish, 41, Wanam-
ingo, DWI and reckless driving, 
$810, 3 days in county jail and 

2 year of supervised probation; 
Brandon C. Nelson, 23, Roch-
ester, registration violation and 
no insurance, $310; Ernesto 
Paz Jr., 26, Arcadia, WI, invalid 
license, $180; Alexander L. 
Paulson, 20, Dodge Center, 
failure to display ATV registra-
tion, $105. 

MN STATE PATROL 
ROCHESTER

Edward J. Bronner, 76, Dodge 
Center, speeding, $120; Teresa 
L. Claassen, 55, Kasson, seat 
belt, $105; Ciara N. Little, 25, 
Hayfield, speeding, $120; Mat-
thew C. Martin, 39, Moorhead, 
damaged cargo securement 
device violation, $380; Braeden 
C. Oelkers, 17, Hayfield, speed-
ing, $120; Ley E. Ortiz Calleja, 
21, Dodge Center, suspended 
license, $280; Zachariah T. 
Prouty, 32, Hayfield, speeding, 
$120; Adam J. Saxton, 35, 
Owatonna, speeding, $120; 
James E. Winkelman, 54, Clear 
Lake, no registration and break-
away braking system violation, 
$380; Celina L. Yarbrough, 29, 
Dodge Center, speeding, $130; 
Kaylee J. Zirbes, 19, Kasson, 
speeding, $120. 

WEST CONCORD 
POLICE DEPARTMENT

Thomas R. Bond, 54, West 
Concord, speeding, $120; Jared 
M. Peterson, 28, Nerstrand, 
no insurance, $280; Bruce M. 
Rosenau, 50, West Concord, 
speeding, $130; Nina Tanner, 
27, Austin, disorderly conduct, 
$355, domestic abuse evalu-
ation, 20 hours of community 
service and 1 year of super-
vised probation; Joseph W. 
Urwin, 18, Kent, WA, suspend-
ed license, $280. 

POLICE BLOTTER
Dodge County

The Dodge County Sheriff’s 
Office handled 346 complaints 
during Nov. 8 and 21. Some of 
them include: 

Nov. 10 
Fraud: At 11:52 a.m., a Hayfield 
citizen reported fraudulent 
charges on his credit card. 
Larceny: At 1:46 p.m., 
Claremont Service Center 
reported the theft of two 
breakfast sandwiches on two 
separate days by the same 
subject. 
Burglary: Deputies responded 
to a burglary involving stolen 
checks in the 100 block of 6th 
Ave. NE in Hayfield at 4 p.m. 

Nov. 12 
Hunting: At 5:23 p.m., subjects 
were shooting after dark in the 
60200 block of 195th Ave. in 
Dodge Center. 
Juvenile: Deputies received a 
complaint of an out of control 
male in the 500 block of Front 
St. E. in Claremont at 8:22 p.m. 

Nov. 13 
Probation: Deputy arrested a 
subject for a probation violation 
in the 100 block of 6th Ave. NE 
in Hayfield at 9:51 a.m. 
Nov. 14
Child Endangerment: 
Deputies received a child 
endangerment report from 
Triton High School at 1:31 p.m. 

Nov. 15
Tampering: At 8:19 a.m., 
deputy took a report of a 

tampering with a motor vehicle 
incident in the 500 block of 3rd 
St. SE in Hayfield. 
Tobacco: Deputy found a 
minor in possession of tobacco 
on 6th Ave. SE in Hayfield at 
10:44 a.m. 
Larceny: A Hayfield citizen 
reported the theft of 15 radiators 
on 1st St. SW at 4:39 p.m. 
Harassment: Deputies 
responded to a harassment 
incident on 1st St. SE in 
Hayfield at 7:22 p.m. 
Disturbance: At 11:56 p.m., 
a disturbance involving two 
males fighting occurred in the 
200 block of Front St. W. in 
Claremont. 

Nov. 16
Larceny: Deputy issued 
a citation for shoplifting at 
Claremont Service Center at 
8:13 a.m. 
Larceny: At 2:46 p.m., a citizen 
reported the theft of a trailer 
and belongings on 2nd St. NE 
in Hayfield. 
Sex Offense: Deputies 
responded to a sex offense in 
Dodge Center at 3:47 p.m. 
Child Neglect: Deputies 
received a report of child 
neglect from the 200 block of 
Elm St. N. in Claremont at 8:45 
p.m. 

Nov. 17 
Threats: At 9:55 a.m., a citizen 
reported receiving threats at his 
work place in the 500 block of 
Hwy. St. E. in Dodge Center. 
Larceny: A woman reported 
the theft of a card in the 72600 
block of 220th Ave. in Hayfield 
at 2:42 p.m. 
Mail: A West Concord citizen 
called deputies to report 
receiving inappropriate mail in 
the 20100 block of County Hwy. 
24 at 3:19 p.m. 
Assault: At 6:10 p.m., a 
woman forced her way into a 
home in the 600 block of 5th St. 
SE in Dodge Center. 

Nov. 18 
Disturbance: Deputies 
responded to a disturbance 
involving an out of control 
6-year-old in the 20000 block 
of County Hwy. 24 in West 
Concord at 10:44 a.m. 
Nov. 19 
Disturbance: Deputies 
responded to a disturbance 
in the 100 block of 3rd St. in 
Claremont at 11:37 a.m. 
Fire: Deputies responded to a 
house fire in the 23000 block 
of 710th St. in Hayfield at 9:48 
p.m. 

Nov. 20 
Assault: Deputies received 
information regarding a 
past action assault in the 
63600 block of 120th Ave. in 
Claremont at 10:45 a.m. 
Harassment: At 3:20 p.m., a 
harassment incident occurred 
on 3rd St. E. in Claremont. 

Nov. 21
Theft: At 3:54 a.m., deputies 
received information regarding 
a past action stolen car from 5th 
St. SW in Dodge Center. 
Harassment: Deputy 
responded to a harassment 
incident on 6th Ave. SE in 
Hayfield at 3:39 p.m. 
Intoxication: Deputies 
responded to an intoxicated 
subject in the 700 block of 2nd 
Ave. SE in Dodge Center at 
7:15 p.m. 

Following the Mayflower’s arrival at Plymouth Rock 
on Dec. 11, 1620, the Pilgrims suffered the loss of 
nearly half of their original 102 colonists. With 
the help of local Indians, the remaining pilgrims 
were able to survive a cold and bitter winter – and 

produced a very bountiful harvest that next summer. They 
held a traditional three day English harvest festival, in 
which both the colonists and natives united in thanks. Most 
scholars believe this is how our Thanksgiving Holiday 
started.    

For many of us, the Thanksgiving 
celebration, which we marked last 
week, includes huge feasts, long 
weekends, parades, football, and 
family gatherings.    

Unfortunately, for many other 
families, this time of year is not 
as festive. While we enjoy a pretty 
strong economy in this area, 
especially under the bubble of 
the Mayo Clinic, there are many 
families still struggling to make 
ends meet. Struggles that often 
include financial challenges that 
sometimes make it hard to put a 
meal on the table or clothing on their 

kids, some dealing with major health battles, some further 
burdened by chemical dependency challenges - both drugs 
and alcohol.   

This year, as you give thanks for the blessings you 
and your family enjoy, please consider doing your part to 
help others this next year. Consider volunteering with an 
area service group or charitable organization in Dodge 
County. We have several organizations dedicated to help 
families like these who are struggling.    

You can either volunteer and/or donate to great local 
organizations like the Masonic Lodge, Legion Auxiliary, SE 
MN Red Cross, and Salvation Army to name a few. Mission 
22 is another great organization that works with veteran and 
public safety suicide prevention. Shop with a Cop in Kasson.  

There are other great community service organizations 

like the Lions who volunteer tons of hours throughout 
the year to community projects.  Also groups like 
the Shriner’s who work to raise money each year for 
the Children’s Hospital, or the KM Care and Share 
Auction held annually in Kasson each year that helps 
raise money to assist people with food, clothing, 
utilities, and others in times of need. The Dodge County 
Food Shelf is another organization that needs your 
support.  Our schools also have many organizations you 
can become a part of to help better our community. There 
are so many great local organizations here in Dodge 
County that could use your help and support to help those in 
need! 

Here at the Sheriff’s Office, we are heavily involved in the 
Toys for Tots program this time of year. Toys for Tots is a 
program that was founded in 1947 by the U.S. Marine Corps 
Reserve, which distributes toys to children whose parents 
cannot afford to buy them gifts for Christmas. Last year we 
sorted over 20,000 toys and delivered them throughout SE 
MN.   

Our first goal at the Sheriff’s Office is to make sure 
no child in Dodge County goes without a few nice 
gifts under the tree this Christmas. We then help 
neighboring communities fill their orders including 
delivering a bunch of toys to Santa Anonymous and to the 
Children’s Floor at St. Mary’s Hospital in Rochester. We 
will start collecting new unwrapped toys this week at the 
Sheriff’s Office in Mantorville.   

Please say a prayer for those struggling this holiday 
season and consider donating and/or volunteering a 
little bit of your time to one of the many great charitable 
organizations in our area. Together we can help continue 
to make Dodge County a great place to live and raise our 
families.   

					     Your Sheriff, 
						      Scott 
 
Scott Rose has been the sheriff of Dodge County since 2015. 

His column appears in this newspaper monthly. 

Say a prayer for those struggling 

Behind the 
Badge

SCOTT ROSE

BY RICK BUSSLER
PUBLISHER

A man believed to have a 
warrant out for his arrest is 
accused of fleeing a sheriff’s 
deputy near Beaver Lake on the 
west end of Steele County. 

Joshua Douglas Watkins, 31, 
of Owatonna, has been charged 
with felony fleeing police in 
a motor vehicle after a police 
chase on Nov. 19. He also faces a 
misdemeanor count of driving 
after revocation.

According to the criminal 
complaint, a Steele County 
sheriff’s deputy noticed a truck 
crossing the white fog line by 
the boat launch at Beaver Lake 
around 12 a.m. The deputy 
also noticed the driver would 
periodically apply the brakes 
and a top brake light was burnt 
out.

The deputy attempted to stop 
the vehicle near Misgen Auto 
Salvage when it accelerated on 
Southwest 72nd Avenue. The 
vehicle blew through a stop 
sign and continued at speeds 
reaching 70 mph, the complaint 
said.

During the pursuit, a back 

seat passenger turned on a 
bright spot light attempting to 
blind the deputy. The vehicle 
entered into Waseca County at 
speeds up to 80 mph and blew 
through several stop signs, the 
complaint alleges. 

The chase continued into 
New Richland driving on 

dead end roads, 
entering farm 
fields, driving onto 
grass at NRHEG 
High School and 
entering into 
another dead end 
at the recycling 
center. The vehicle 
eventually crashed 
in the west ditch at 

the intersection of 210th Avenue 
and 110th Street.

Deputies initiated a high-
risk stop and took the driver 
into custody without further 
incident. 

Watkins was found to have 
a warrant for fifth-degree 
controlled substance possession 
and a revoked driver’s license. 

If convicted on the felony 
charge, Watkins faces five years 
in prison and a $10,000 fine. 

He remains locked up in the 
Steele County Detention Center.

 

Watkins

Wanted man 
accused of 

fleeing deputy
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BY RICK BUSSLER
PUBLISHER

With their right hands 
raised, 55 fourth and fifth 
graders at Wilson Elementary 
School in Owatonna pledged 
to do their best in keeping 
their fellow classmates safe 
throughout the school year.

Once they finished reciting 
the oath of office in front of 
Steele County Sheriff Lon 
Thiele and the rest of the 
student body on Nov. 17, the 
students officially became 
members of the school patrol. 
Thiele congratulated them 
and presented each of them 
with a tiny junior sheriff 
badge.

“This is a big deal when 
they take an oath,” said 
Lisa Thorson, who is this 
year’s patrol advisor. “It’s a 
meaningful experience for 
them and they take their job 
seriously,” she added. 

Thorson said there is high 
interest to be involved in the 
patrol.

Those interested in joining 
the patrol go through an 
application process, according 
to Thorson. And, she added, 
not everyone who applies is 
accepted into the program.

The goal of the safety 
patrol, Thorson said, is 
keeping students safe as they 
come and go to school. The 
patrol members are out there 
“to set a good example of being 

safe,” she said.
“I believe it to be a pretty 

powerful experience,” 
Thorson said. 

Patrol members are 
required to be out in all 
weather conditions, including 
rain, snow, hot, cold and even 
below zero in an effort to get 
everyone to school. There are 
safety patrols at four corners 
of the school grounds before 
school at 7:25 a.m. and after 
school at 2:45 p.m.

In addition to helping 
students reach the school 

safely, the experience also 
provides patrol members 
with a leadership role. “It’s 
a leadership job they look 
forward to,” Thorson said. 
“It’s very much a student-led 
leadership role.”

One of the privileges of 
being a patrol member is a trip 
to the water park at the end of 
the school year. 

For Sheriff Thiele, it was 
a special for him to lead the 
ceremony. He attended Wilson 
Elementary when he was 
growing up.

What tips can you recommend to help make a home safer for aging-in-
place? My 76-year-old mother wants to stay living in her own home for as 
long as possible, but she doesn’t have the money for any big renovations.  

Concerned Son
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Prairie Manor Care Center 
& Heather Haus

220 3rd St. NW,
Blooming Prairie
583-4434

Simple Home Modifications That 
Can Help Seniors Age in Place
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News Archives

Construction

Accountants
Steele County Times Professional Directory

Johnson Construction 
& Tree Service

Tree & Stump Removal •Trimming & Topping •Tree Moving 
Lot Clearing • Backhoe/Skidloader • Hauling General Construction

24 Hr. Emergency Services • Year Round Work • Licensed & Insured
KYLE JOHNSON • 507-583-7592
AUSTIN & BLOOMING PRAIRIE

Construction

Funeral Planning
A Simple, Thoughtful Act of Caring

PREARRANGEMENT & PREFUNDING

Worlein Blooming Prairie Funeral Home
418 Highway Ave S. ,Blooming Prairie, MN

Mary Kittelson
NFDA Certified Preplanning Consultant • Licensed Agent - Purple Cross Plans

507-583-7561
www.worlein.com

Automotive

ROD & TESS KOSTER, Owners
Bus: 507-583-2018 • Fax: 507-583-2317

Hwy. 218 • Blooming Prairie
www.kostercarkorner.com

FOR THAT HOMETOWN PERSONAL TOUCH

Garbage
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YOU CAN

 COUNT ON US!
Sanitation & Recycling Services
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• Sanitation & Recycling Services
• Roll-Offs & Dumpsters
• Rubbish & Garbage Removal

Contact Skjeveland Enterprises today!
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RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

J.A. Gwilt Siders, Inc.
Siding,  Windows,  Gutters,  Roof ing & Decks

Known for our exceptional quality of material and labor.

Call 507-456-1504 
for your FREE 

estimates!
Serving Steele County 

for 20 years.

507.446.8900
2365 43rd St. NW • Owatonna

BridalRecreation

Hwy 218 S.
Blooming Prairie

www.minersoutdoor.com • 507-583-2712

Outdoor Power Equipment, 
Golf Carts, ATV, Sales Service, 

Parts & Accessories

Orthodontic Specialist
132 2ND AVE. NE

BLOOMING PRAIRIE

Building 

Healthy

Smiles!

Dr. Deborah J. Lien, DDS, MBSDr. Deborah J. Lien, DDS, MBS
ORTHODONTIC SPECIALIST

507.583.6613drdeborahlienorthodontics.com

FREE CONSULTATIONS

10 Years Ago 
Nov. 27, 2007 

Dan Evans, Publisher 
This past month two new employees started their 

career in banking with U.S. Banks, here in Blooming 
Prairie. Jill Lindeman and Jess Motl, both working 
now as tellers, come from different places, but now find 
themselves behind the same counter assisting customers 
with their banking needs. 

Blooming Prairie Librarian Darlene Grams is going 
back to her alma mater. She has accepted a position at 
the U of M, Mankato Memorial Library in the Reference 
Services Department and will leave the BP Library after 
almost nine years of service. 

20 Years Ago 
Nov. 25, 1997 

Elsie Slinger, Publisher 
On Oct. 24, LeMar Nelson was presented with a plaque 

to commemorate his winning the Section 1 Athletic 
Directors Association Distinguished Service Award. 
The ceremony took place at the Holiday Inn South in 
Rochester. This award is given to a person who has made a 
significant contribution to their local school’s programs. 

Making sure hazing isn’t a problem ever in Blooming 
Prairie, the school board passed the state mandated 
policy passed down at its meeting Nov. 24. Because hazing 
isn’t mentioned in the school’s harassment policy, board 
members felt it was appropriate to pass the state policy. 

50 Years Ago 
Nov. 30, 1967 

Victor, Vernon & Vryle Krejci, Publishers
“Blooming Prairie and Steele County should have 

more up-to-date library service,” George Frederickson, 
chairman of the local citizen’s committee, which is 
working toward this goal, reported this week. A release 
issued to the Times Monday read as follows: “For years’ 
the citizens of Steele County have been paying taxes to 
support the Owatonna Public Library. For this, they have 
been able to use the facilities of the Owatonna Library 
without charge. There is now available a more convenient 
plan for Library service through the Regional Library 
Plan. Through this plan, the Library service could be 
extended by use of Bookmobiles into the rural areas 
and by establishment of a Branch Library in Blooming 
Prairie.” 

The BP Fire Department was summoned to the 
Central Co-op Oil Station at 8 a.m. Monday of this week to 
extinguish a blaze, which threatened to destroy a small 
egg van truck owned by Harold B. Hansen. Damage was 
confined to the truck box. 

75 Years Ago 
Nov. 26, 1942

Frank Krejci, Publisher 
One of the most successful hunting parties leaving 

Blooming Prairie arrived home last weekend after a 
hunting exposition around Jacobson, Minn. The party 
was composed of Dick Bray, Merville Bray, Ray Zwiener, 
Hans and Charley Peterson, Palmer Anderson, Jake 
Niehart and Ingval Anderson. With a deer to each hunter’s 
credit, Dick Bray was successful in bagging a large black 
bear and two cubs. Bear meat delicacies will no doubt be 
enjoyed by many friends and relatives of the Brays. 

Lt. Robert T. Golberg, son of Dr. and Mrs. T.P. Golberg 
of Blooming Prairie, has won further honors for his 
meritorious and heroic deeds performed with a huge flying 
fortress in fighting the Axis in the Far East. A letter from 
Lt. Golberg to his parents here states that Lt. Gen. Frank 
Andrews pinned a Silver Star on the flying fighters. The 
decoration is a beautiful emblem bestowed only on men 
who have earned it by performing some extraordinary 
feat of heroism while in actual air combat. 

Dear Concerned,
There are dozens of small adjustments and simple 

modifications you can do to help make your mom’s home safer 
and more fit for aging-in-place, that won’t cost her much if 
anything at all. Here are some suggestions to get you started.

ELIMINATE TRIP AND SLIP HAZARDS
Since falls are the leading cause of home injury among 

seniors, a good place to start is by arranging or moving your 
mom’s furniture so there are clear pathways to walk through. 
Position any electrical or phone cords along the wall so they 
won’t be a tripping hazard. If she has throw rugs, remove 
them or use carpet tacks or double-sided tape to secure them. 
And pick up items on the floor that could cause her to trip like 
papers, shoes or clothes. 

In the bathroom, buy some non-skid rugs for the floors, and 
a rubber mat or adhesive nonslip strips for the floor of the tub 
or shower to prevent slipping, and have a carpenter install 
grab bars in and around the tub/shower and near the toilet for 
support.

IMPROVE LIGHTING
Good lighting is very important for safe aging-in-place, 

so check the wattage ratings on your mom’s lamps and light 
fixtures, and install the brightest bulbs allowed. Purchase some 
nightlights for the bathroom and in the hallways that are used 
after dark. And consider adding under-cabinet task lighting in 
the kitchen, and motion sensor lights outside the front and back 
doors and in the driveway.

HAND HELPERS
If your mom has hand arthritis or problems griping, install 

lever-style door handles (or doorknob lever adapters), which 
are easier to use than doorknobs. The same goes for twist knob 
kitchen or bathroom faucets, which you can replace with a 
single lever, touch or sensor-style faucet. And consider replacing 
knobs on cabinets and drawers with easier-to-grip D-shaped 
handles.

EASIER LIVING 

To help make your mom’s kitchen easier to use, organize her 
cabinets so the things she uses most often are within easy reach 
without a lot of stooping or using a step stool. Also, consider 
installing pullout shelves beneath the counter and Lazy Susans 
in corner cabinets for easier access. And get her a kitchen stool 
so she can sit down while she’s working.

In the bathroom for easier and safer bathing, consider 
purchasing a shower chair and install a hand-held shower so 
your mom can bathe from a seated position if need be.

ACCESSIBILITY SOLUTIONS
If your mom uses a walker or wheelchair, you can adapt her 

house by installing ramps on entrance steps, and mini-ramps to 
go over high thresholds. You can also install “swing-away” or 
“swing-clear” hinges on her doors to add two inches of width for 
easier access.  

SAFETY IMPROVEMENTS
To keep your mom safe, set her hot water heater to 120 

degrees Fahrenheit or below to prevent scalds. If she has 
stairs, put handrails on both sides. Also, install smoke and 
carbon monoxide detectors on all levels of her house, and place 
a lightweight, easy-to-use ABC-rated fire extinguisher in an 
easily accessible location in the kitchen.

For more tips, get a copy of AARP’s “HomeFit Guide” that’s 
filled with dozens of aging-in-place recommendations. You can 
access it at AARP.org/homefit, or call 888-687-2277 and ask them 
to mail you a free copy. 

Also note that all the previously mentioned products can 
be purchased either in local retail stores, home improvement 
stores, pharmacies or medical supply stores, or online at 
Amazon.com.

Send your senior questions to: Savvy Senior, P.O. Box 5443, 
Norman, OK 73070, or visit SavvySenior.org. Jim Miller is a 
contributor to the NBC Today show and author of “The Savvy 
Senior” book.

Safety patrol members promise to keep others safe

Crossword solution

Fifty-five members of the school patrol at Wilson Elementary 
promised to do their best as Steele County Sheriff Lon Thiele 
administered the oath of office Nov. 17 in front of the entire 
student body. Some of the patrol members who took the oath of 
office included: front row (left to right): Bryant Reyes Sanchez, 
Sawyer Erickson and Randy Hansen; back row: Danica Sevier, 
Aleesia Guzman, Tenley Wagner and Sheriff Thiele.
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CRWD finishes water-quality 
projects south of Austin
Crews complete 3 berms along Cedar River as part 
of 25-project initiative

Rain falling on more than 500 
acres of mostly cropland south 
of Austin now will be slowed 
down and treated by three earth-
en berms before reaching the 
nearby Cedar River State Water 
Trail.

Crews on Thursday planted 
grass seed and made other final 
touches to the berms construct-
ed this fall in Austin Township 
as part of the Cedar River Wa-
tershed District’s five-year, $8.4 
million Capital Improvement 
Project (CIP) to build 25 struc-
tures on farm land to improve 
water quality and reduce flood-
ing. 

CRWD worked with land-
owners Dwane Hull and Jeffrey 
Pederson to bring the nearly 
$200,000 ravine-stabilization 
project to reality and, in doing 
so, address erosion issues relat-
ed to stormwater drainage on 
nearly one square mile of land.

“We’ve had outstanding 
landowners to work with on 
these projects,” said Cody Fox, 
CRWD’s project manager over-
seeing the CIP initiative that 
now has four completed proj-
ects. “These berms were a high 
priority because they offered 
opportunities to catch a large 
amount of sediment just before 
reaching the river.”

These berms with the 
Hull-Pederson projects are ex-
pected to protect the Cedar Riv-
er from receiving about 78 tons 
per year of sediment and 156 
pounds of phosphorus, which, if 
in the river, could create nearly 
40 tons of algae. 

Fitzgerald Exca-
vating of Goodhue, 
Minn., constructed 
all three berms. 

CRWD’s CIP 
initiative consists 
of the district’s top 
25 prioritized proj-
ects that range in 
size, complexity 
and location. They 
generally relate to 
detaining storm-
water in storage 
structures built in 
upland or headwa-
ter farmland areas 
but also include 
ravine stabilization 
and flood-risk re-
duction. 

Most of the 25 
CIP projects are 
planned for up-
stream of Austin, 
with a majority cur-
rently targeted in 
the Dobbins Creek 
s u b w a t e r s h e d , 
which is highly 
prone to flash flooding. Dob-
bins’ two branches meet at Aus-
tin’s Jay C. Hormel Nature Cen-
ter before it becomes East Side 
Lake due to a dam and flows 
into the Cedar River at Austin’s 
Driesner Park.

Strategic construction of up-
land storage structures helps 
CRWD slow water flows while 
keeping more soil and nutrients 
from entering local waterways. 
This also reduces flood damage 
to buildings, infrastructure and 
farm fields.

CIP projects aim to achieve 40 
to 70 percent flow reductions on 
most individual sites as well as 

an 8 percent overall reduction at 
the confluence of Dobbins Creek 
and the Cedar River in southeast 
Austin. CRWD’s long-term plan 
calls for a 20 percent reduction 
in flood flows.

In spring 2018, CRWD plans 
to start construction on its larg-
est CIP project – known as Dob-
bins 1 – in the headwaters of 
Dobbins Creek’s north branch 
in Red Rock and Dexter town-
ships. When completed, the 
nearly $1.5 million project will 
consist of two water-retention 
structures or earthen dams that, 
during large rain events, tempo-
rarily will hold stormwater cov-
ering more than 50 acres, which 
is larger than the 40-acre East 
Side Lake.

Once completed, Dobbins 1 is 
expected to reduce stormwater 

flows in its localized area by 80 
percent, keeping about 134 tons 
of sediment and 218 pounds of 
phosphorus per year out of Dob-
bins, Fox said.

This spring, CRWD complet-
ed its first CIP proj-
ect – about $60,000 
– along Dobbins 
Creek’s north 
branch at the An-
derson-Oelkers site 
in Red Rock Town-
ship southeast of 
Brownsdale. That 
site is downstream 
from the Dobbins 1 
project location.

Earlier this year, 
state Sen. Dan 
Sparks and Rep. 
Jeanne Poppe, both 
of Austin, helped 
secure $1.7 mil-
lion in state fund-
ing from a bonding 
bill to help CRWD 
match a $3.2 mil-
lion grant award-
ed in 2015 by The 
Hormel Foundation 
for CIP projects 
through a request 
by the local Vision 
2020 Waterways 
Committee. The 
Hormel Foundation 
awarded CRWD 

the grant to use as leverage in 
obtaining other funding sources 
for CIP projects.

CRWD now has access to 
matching funds of up to $3.8 
million from state grants and a 
local project levy. CRWD will 
keep pursuing funding for the 
overall initiative and work to 
avoid needing to use all of the 
CIP’s levy potential.

This is the CRWD’s 10th an-
niversary year of forming in 
2007 to address concerns with 
area flooding and water quality. 
The district’s boundaries cover 
about 435 square miles, includ-
ing portions of Mower, Dodge, 
Freeborn and Steele counties. 

Cedar River Watershed Dis-
trict

In 2007, state and local offi-
cials formed the Cedar River 
Watershed District in response 
to the Cedar River Watershed’s 
worst-known floods occurring 
in 2000 and 2004. CRWD’s top 
priorities are aimed at reducing 
flooding and improving water 
quality within the Cedar River 
Watershed.

Submitted 
A crew builds a ravine-stabilization berm this fall on Dwane Hull’s property in Austin Township near 
the Cedar River.
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Ag loans expand for more 
pollution prevention
State extends eligibility to include 
larger livestock operations

Low-interest loans for proj-
ects that help prevention pollu-
tion are being expanded by the 
state to include larger livestock 
operations. 

Minnesota Department of Ag-
riculture is expanding the Agri-
cultural Best Management Prac-
tices – better known as AgBMP 
– loans under an agreement 
with the Barataria-Terrebonne 
National Estuary Program in 
Louisiana. Livestock opera-
tions holding National Pollution 
Discharge Elimination System 
(NPDES) permits or those with 
more than 1,000 animal units 
now can apply.

A formal letter of under-
standing recently was signed 
recognizing the importance of 
coordinating pollution-preven-
tion efforts throughout the Mis-
sissippi River watershed local-
ly in Minnesota and in distant 
downstream areas, including the 
receiving waters of the Baratar-
ia-Terrebonne National Estuary 
in Louisiana and the Gulf of 
Mexico.

“This is great news for Mow-
er County’s numerous livestock 
operators,” said Justin Hanson, 
district manager for Mower Soil 
& Water Conservation District. 
“We hope this leads to even 
more AgBMP funds being se-
cured for local projects.”

In 2017, Mower SWCD has 
assisted Mower County produc-
ers and rural homeowners across 
the county in securing AgB-
MP loans for 10 pollution-pre-
vention projects totaling about 
$450,000 overall, Hanson said, 
adding that there’s plenty more 
funding available for local proj-
ects.

AgBMP funds in Mower 
County have helped purchase 
equipment for tillage and ma-
nure handling as well as; tillage 
equipment; and septic replace-
ments but also could cover par-
ticipation in conservation pro-
grams or practices, Hanson said.

Since its inception in 2015, 
the state’s AgBMP Loan Pro-
gram  has issued more than 

13,000 low-interest loans to 
Minnesota businesses and land-
owners financing more than 
$220 million for projects ad-
dressing erosion, runoff, manure 
management, septic treatment, 
and drinking water problems.  

Under AgBMP, producers 
and landowners can apply for a 
3.5 percent low-interest loan by 
working with their local SWCD 
and local bankers to secure the 
loans. SWCDs manage the allo-
cated funding from the state for 
each county’s AgBMP program 
and approve the applications as 
well as provide project oversight 
to ensure they follow state rules. 

The SWCD’s primary role is 
giving assistance if landowners 
or bankers need help in the ap-
plication and eligibility process.

“AgBMP is the easiest pro-
gram that we run because it in-
volves the least amount of red 
tape and paperwork,” Hanson 
said.

Applications for an AgBMP 
loan is one sheet and easy to fill 
out, Hanson said. Tracking and 
approvals typically can be pro-
cessed within a day locally, he 
added, with loan approvals usu-
ally approved by the state within 
one or two weeks.

The state’s letter of under-
standing recognizes that pol-
lution does not stop at state 
boundaries and that a multi-state 
perspective should be consid-
ered when addressing pollu-
tion problems, according to the 
MDA. 

“All along the Mississippi 
River, we need to work with our 
partners and follow the same 
road map to manage the water-
shed while still recognizing that 
people and communities use 
the land in a variety of ways,” 
said MDA Commissioner Dave 
Frederickson. “Expanding the 
number of farm operations eli-
gible for AgBMP loans here in 
the Mississippi River’s headwa-
ters state is another step toward 
managing and protecting this 
important watershed.”

Farm Living Plus
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CLUES ACROSS
 1. Emaciation
 6. Exchequer
10. Sacs where fungi de-
velop
14. First letter of the He-
brew alphabet
15. Unexplored waters
17. Berkeley athletes
19. Norse giantess
20. Crater on the moon
21. Resembles velvet
22. Pearl Jam’s debut album
23. Hair-like structure
24. Turfs
26. Put in advance
29. First son of Lot
31. Native American lan-
guage
32. Furry family member
34. Vedic God of fire
35. Genie
37. German city
38. Acquire
39. Cambodia currency
40. A person from a Balkan 
republic
41. More simple
43. Bleats
45. “The other white meat”
46. __ student: learns 
healing
47. 04492, town in Maine
49. Paddle 
50. Airline once owned by 
Howard Hughes
53. Big 10 athlete
57. Inflammation of the 
intestine
58. Key’s comedic partner

59. Chamomile and black 
are two
60. Distress signal
61. Assn. for translators

 CLUES DOWN
    1. Measures engine speed 
(abbr.)
 2. Wings
 3. Founded a phone com-

pany
 4. Upon
 5. Superhigh frequency
 6. Colorless liquid
 7. Hostelries
 8. __ fi (slang)
 9. One who accompanies
10. Where rockers play
11. “__ the Man” Musial
12. Waxy cover on some 

birds’ beaks
13. Software that monitors 
for malicious activity (abbr.)
16. Becomes less intense
18. Lyric poems
22. Touchdown
23. From end to end
24. __ Claus
25. Jedi Master Kenobi
27. Fencing swords
28. Famed child psychiatrist
29. Gossip
30. S-shaped lining
31. ‘__ death do us part
33. Bar bill
35. Placed over a vowel to 
indicate sound
36. Steve Martin was one
37. Low paid educator 
(abbr.)
39. One who rampages
42. Backbones
43. “Friday Night Lights” 
director
44. Anno Domini
46. One-time Yankees sen-
sation Kevin
47. Fermented grape juice
48. Peruvian province
49. Former Braves outfield-
er Nixon
50. Entertainment award
51. Feeling good
52. Greek god of war
53. Famed NYC museum
54. Of the ears
55. Select
56. Friend to the carrot 55. 
Cowboy Carson
 56. Powerful gun lobby
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This week’s Panther of the Week is Madison 
Schultz. Madison resides in Ellendale with her 
parents, Jeff and Ashley Schultz. She is in Mrs. 
Jensen’s Kindergarten class. 

Madison always has such a positive attitude. 
She loves helping others and is always showing 
Panther Pride in the hallway by walking 
quietly and keeping her hands to herself. She 
is a great example of what Panther Pride looks 
like. 

Madison likes to jump on the trampoline, 
play with her brother, and help clean the 
house. She also loves to play at the pumpkin 
store at school.

Keep up the great work Madison!

NRHEG

NRHEG Elementary- Ellendale

MADISON SCHULTZ

Sponsored by:

of the Week

a goal two minutes later. 
Owatonna junior forward 
Maylynn Prokopec continued 
the scoring in the first 
period to give the Huskies a 
3-0 advantage 11:54 into the 
first period. Prokopec was 
assisted by senior forward 
Margo Achterkirch and senior 
defenseman Jamie Davison. 

“It’s always nice to come 
out and get a win,” Owatonna 
coach Dan Paur said. “We 
want to be competitive and 
chase that Big 9 championship. 
It’s good start.

“We put some points on 
early and that puts pressure 
on the other team,” he 
continued. “We did that pretty 
consistently throughout all 
three period and I was pretty 
happy with that.”

Century’s Elizabeth Oyen 
scored to make the score 3-1 at 
the end of the first period.

Achterkirch answered with 
a goal on a power play just 42 
second into the second period. 
She was assisted by junior 
defenseman Kiley Friedrichs 
and Prokopec.

Owatonna’s sophomore 
defenseman Chloe Schmidt 
scored a goal 13:09 in to the 

second period to give the 
Huskies a 5-1 lead. Oyen then 
scored her second goal for 
Century to narrow the score to 
5-2, but a goal by Davison late 
in the second period to extend 
the Huskies lead back to four 
goals.

Wolfe, Anna Herzog, 
Sydney Hunst and Achterkirch 
added goals in the third period 
with Chloe Schmidt, Hunst, 
Anna Herzog and Davison 
raking in assists.

Paur said overall, he was 
very happy with the way his 
team played.

“We have a really great 
team and a lot of the girls 
are unselfish and willing to 
make the right play for the 
team,” he said. “We want to 
have that team first attitude. 
We have great seniors. Margo 
Achterkirch has a bunch of 
points already this season. 
Our seniors also led us on 
defense with Rille Schmidt 
and Jamie Davidson. They 
are both tremendous for us 
on the blue line. All of our 
upperclassmen do a great job 
of leading our younger crew.”

Davison said she thought 
the Huskies played well, but 
there are still some areas that 
need improvement like moving 
the duck quicker and winning 

the battles in the corners.
“We definitely found a lot 

of things to work on, but that 
was expected because we’ve 
only had a week of practice,” 
she said. “It will be nice to see 
where we go from here. 

“We definitely we’re really 
positive as a team,” she 
continued. “We kept picking 
each other up and helping each 
other, which is really nice”

The Huskies defeated the 
Saint Paul Blades back on Nov. 
10 for their first victory.

Davison said she can’t 
remember the last time the 
Huskies started the season 2-0.

“It feels great,” she said. 
“But we know we are going to 
play some tougher teams, so 
we just have to be ready for 
that.”

Schmidt said she is 
confident that if the Huskies 
keep working hard in practice 
it will translate into more 
wins. 

“I think if we just keep that 
intensity up, we will keep our 
record strong,” she said.

and All-Conference award. Nine runners 
earned letters this season, with Cameron 
Kubista and Isaac Ille counting the second and 
third place time on the team. 

Ille had his record best 16:44 time at the 
Stewartville meet, but he also recorded another 
scintillating time of 16:59 on the tough state 
course at Northfield. Kubista ran a 17:52 at the 
section meet, and Ille recorded a 19:39 on the 
same course. Five of the boys earned an All-
Academic honor. 

Besides his MVP honors, Alec Ille earned 
the Leader of the Pack, Most Dedicated, and 
Most Career Dedication awards. Brian Jimenez 
and Alex Miller were named Most Improved, 
and Jesse Schewe was awarded the Gopher 
conference Sportsmanship honor.

On the girls’ side Bobbie Bruns made her 
mark, running first in every meet but two, 

when she got sidelined with a sprained ankle. 
Abby Smith came in first in the last regular 
meets. Bruns timed a season-best 20:49 at the 
USC invitational, and Smith recorded 23:02 at 
the section meet. Jerrin Jax timed a 23:34 at the 
section, and Asha Lightizer ran 24:22, also at 
the section. The Blossom team took first in its 
own Invitational and also finished second once 
and third once.

Bruns was named the MVP and Leader 
of the Pack for the girls, and Smith earned 
Honorable Mention all-Conference honors. 
Most Improved honors went to Jackie Hyland, 
and Jax was honored as most Dedicated and the 
Gopher Conference Sportsmanship recipient. 

Nine runners earned letters, and Smith, 
Bruns, Lightizer, Smith and Jax all were 
named to the Academic All-Conference squad. 
It could truly be said that the season was a good 
one, the second one in a row.

HOCKEY: Girls off to a great start

CROSS COUNTRY: Better than average season

To become a Blooming Prairie 
Chamber member, contact Becky at 583-4472

To become a Blooming Prairie 
Chamber member, contact Becky at 583-4472

This holiday season
Holiday Dazzle is coming up on Friday. It is sure to be a fun night with 

the REAL Santa coming to F&M Bank again, wagon rides, Santa House, 
dancers, singers and families in town having fun! 

The Christmas Wish Tree will be up at Sportstitch.  Stop in and take a 
tag off the tree to purchase a Christmas gift for those less fortunate in the 
community.  Plan to come and celebrate with us that day in town as we 
kick off the Christmas season!

Our Scrooge jars are out! Those running in the Scrooge campaign are 
Nick Schiefert, Alyssa Ressler, Rachel Pirkl and Aaron Ressler. So if you 
see a jar, put some change in it for your favorite Scrooge. All proceeds 
go to the Christmas Light Fund.  Remember to thank these people for 
having their pictures around town and helping us to raise money for the 
Christmas Light Fund.

Upcoming event: Business After Hours- Dec. 13, 5-7 p.m., Farmers and 
Merchants Bank in Blooming Prairie.

						      Becky Noble
						      BP Chamber Director

STAFF PHOTO:RICK BUSSLER
Fifth-grader Tanner Smith smiles 
as he had the pleasure of putting 
food on cringing P.E. teacher 
Josh Williams during a Jump Rope 
for Heart celebration at Wilson 
Elementary School in Owatonna 
on Nov. 17. The school raised a total 
of $9,800 for the American Heart 
Association event. As a reward for 
fundraising $1,000, Smith had the 
opportunity to go in front of the 
school and dump food on Williams. 
Food options included sauerkraut, 
dog food, whipped cream, tuna fish 
and dirt water. 

Eat it or 
wear it!

FROM PAGE B1

FROM PAGE B1

Let’s  get you movin!
Jennifer Walsh

507-438-6676
email: jenwalsh@kw.com

web: jenwalsh.kw.com

WEEKLY CROSSWORDSolutions on B5

On Sale
Now!

ChanhassenDT.com
952.934.1525 • 800.362.3515

Back By Popular Demand!

“Heavenly…
a must see!”

– Pioneer Press
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Pets

Larry & Donna Bennett
4151 N. County Rd. 45
Owatonna, MN 55060
(507) 451-2203 Cell: 507-456-7977

Bennett’s
Pet Haven
Cemetery, Inc.

“Professional Cremation and Burial Services for your loving pet”
Shorty & Sue Schroht

857 Mosher Ave.
Owatonna, MN 55060

(507) 455-3204

STEELE COUNTY TIMES PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY

Tires

Mike’s  REPAIR
507-455-0388

Fax: 507-455-0486
After Hours: 507-455-0483

Tire Service
AG & Heavy Truck 

Complete Truck Parts and Service Mike Hartle
     Owner

870 32 Ave. NW
Owatonna, MN 55060

Truck Accessories
The lightest, most 
durable, longest 

lasting truck fenders, 
bracket kits, and truck 

accessories in the 
trucking industry.

Minimizer.com • 800-248-3855 • Blooming Prairie

Minimizer.com • 800-248-3855 • Blooming Prairie

Excavating Collision
THE ONLY AREA SHOP certified to work 
 on the 2015 Ford Aluminum F150

Collision

YOUR AD COULD 
BE HERE!

Contact the Steele 
County Times Today!

507-583-4431

355 18th St. SW • Owatonna
507-451-4054

Don’t forget 
about the Kids!

10% Off 
All toys

Until Christmas

Toys & Gifts!
Hey Kids

Visit Santa in 
Owatonna on 

Saturday, Dec. 9 from 
10 a.m. - NOON

BY HOWARD LESTRUD
STAFF WRITER

The Blooming Prairie Cancer Group is 
renowned for its many fundraising events 
that it sponsors during a year.

One of the main beneficiaries of the 
fundraising efforts is the BP Cancer Group 
Community Fund that was started in 2010.

Gas Cards and parking passes (at Mayo 
Clinic) are provided by the BP Cancer 
Group as a main focus of the Community 
Fund.

Cheri Krejci, BP Cancer Group 
treasurer, said the Community Fund 
began as a vehicle to support people in the 
Blooming Prairie community and area who 
are dealing with cancer.

Early in its existence, the Community 
Fund helped provide lumber materials for a 
wheel chair ramp built for a cancer patient. 
Other ways to help included buying a bed 
for a woman with cancer; helping with 
lodging in Rochester; providing help with 
utility bills; buying a wig for a woman and 
purchasing grocery store certificates.

To deal directly with the needs of 
families touched by cancer, the Community 
Fund was designed to provide gas cards 
and parking passes for cancer patients. 

The cards are purchased by the BP 
Cancer Group at Casey’s and Central Farm 
Services.

From January 1 to mid-November of 
this year, the BP Cancer Group has given 
out 62 gas cards at $50 each. The Group has 
also distributed 30 parking passes at $40 
each. Each pass includes 10 punches and 
may be used any time.

The BP Cancer Group tried a new 
wrinkle of promotion at last September’s 
auctions by asking auction goers to donate 
monies for gas cards and parking passes.

Auctioneers on Friday night sold 30 
parking passes at $40 each and on Saturday 
night, they sold 41 gas cards at $50 each. 
Bidders held up their bidding numbers as 
auctioneers solicited funds.

The group raised $3,250 at the auctions 
for the parking passes and gas cards. If 
anyone wishes to donate to this cause, 
contact any member of the BP Cancer 

Group, or Cheri Krejci at 507-438-6895.
One more way the Community 

Fund helps is by offering a Cancer Cab. 
Volunteers, coordinated by Becky Braaten, 
provide rides to treatment for those dealing 
with cancer. 

“The community response to the Cancer 
Group’s fundraising efforts is just simply 
amazing,” says Krejci.

Gas cards, 
parking passes 

help cancer 
patients in BPC

an
ce

rCorner

Blooming Prairie 
Cancer Group

Sponsored by Krejci

STAFF PHOTO: HOWARD LESTRUD
Cheri Krejci, treasurer of the Blooming Prairie 
Cancer Group, says anyone can donate to 
the BP Cancer Group Community Fund and 
thus help purchase gas cards and parking 
passes for those undergoing treatment for 
cancer.

Free gifts for the first 200 guests!

Please join 
us for our

Holiday Open House
Fri., Dec. 1, 6:30-8:30 p.m.

1293 21st Ave. NW, Owatonna

DRAWINGS FOR FREE  GIFTS !

25% Off
retail products
Excludes essential oils

FREE $10 gift card 
for every 

$50 gift card purchased

Bremer Bank donates to 
Owatonna Foundation

Bremer Bank recently 
made a $2,500 donation to the 
Owatonna Foundation.

“We are extremely grateful 
to Bremer Bank and their 
President, Jason Eyberg, for 
their support. The Bremer 
culture of philanthropy 
has truly enhanced our 
community and we appreciate 
their support of our mission 
which is; improving the 
quality of life for present 
and future generations by 
supporting Owatonna projects 
that focus on community, arts, 
recreation, and education,” 
said Foundation Executive 
Director Laura Resler. 

The Owatonna Foundation, 
now in its 59th year of serving 
the Owatonna community, 
provides capital grants in 
Owatonna and its environs.

The Foundation was 
established in 1957 with the 
goal of improving the quality 
of life for present and future 
generations of Owatonna 

residents. Since then, the 
Owatonna Foundation has 
committed more than $11.75 
million dollars in grants 
to Owatonna projects and 
annually awards $30,000 
in scholarships for both 
traditional and non-traditional 

students.
For more information about 

the Owatonna Foundation, 
please visit our website at: 
www.owatonnafoundation.
org, or call our office at 507-
455-2995.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
The Owatonna Foundation has accepted a $2,500 donation from 
Bremer Bank. Those involved in the presentation of the donation 
were (left to right) Foundation trustees Ray Stawarz, Dave 
Einhaus, and Todd Hale, mortgage loan officer Ryan Gillespie, 
ag banker Dave Stenzel, CSA manager Kelli Alstead, business 
service associate Shannon Pederson, Foundation president Betsy 
Lindgren, Bremer president Jason Eyberg and trustee Dr. Carol 
Winter. 
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BY HOWARD LESTRUD
STAFF WRITER

"There's something for everyone," 
says Becky Noble, Blooming Prairie 
Area Chamber of Commerce executive 
director, when previewing the upcoming 
Holiday Dazzle celebration.

Holiday Dazzle 2017 will be Friday in 
downtown Blooming Prairie.

"This is traditionally the coldest night 
of the year," says H. Peterson, mayor of 
Blooming Prairie. Long-range forecasts, 
however, indicate that it will be a mild 
night.

Santa Claus will be at Farmers & 
Merchants Bank from 5-7 p.m. Kids will 
get their photo taken with Santa and they 
will be given free chocolate milk and 
cookies.

Most of the activity is at night, however 
the Women of Today Santa House runs 
from 2-5 p.m. at the City Center. Lynn 
Borchert of Women of Today says hours 
and hours are spent throughout the year, 
planning for the Santa House.

The Santa House is designed for the 
little shoppers who will be helped as they 
walk around and select gifts for family 
members on their shopping list. Items are 
$3 or less.

After the little shopper checks out, 
Women of Today volunteers offer to wrap 
the gifts for them. Treats including hot 
chocolate will be available for the little 
shoppers. Parents are asked to wait in the 
hall to allow the little shoppers a chance 
to shop by themselves.

Other activities on Main Street include 
wagon rides, courtesy of Pittman Farms, 
beginning at 5 p.m.

The 2017 Scrooge will be announced at 
5:30 outside of Bunkie's.

A snowball toss will be held on Main 
Street at 5:45 p.m. with B to Z Hardware 
the site of the toss. Snowballs will be 
random given out at the Holiday Dazzle 
with a drawing for lucky numbered 
snowballs held for BP Bucks at 7 p.m.

The wooden nickel toss is being 
brought back and is planned for 6 p.m. 
Kix dancers will perform at 6:30 p.m. on 
Main Street.

Carolers and instrumentalists plus 
The Grinch will be strolling Main Street.

A complete listing of the businesses 
participating, along with their Holiday 
Dazzle specials, can be found on page A8.

BY RICK BUSSLER
PUBLISHER

In the past the weather outside 
may have been frightful for a holiday 
celebration, but this year looks to be 
anything but frightful.

Owatonna will kick off the holiday 
season on Thursday with its annual 
Lighted Holiday Parade and Lighting of 
Lights in the downtown area. The parade 
begins at 6 p.m. followed by festivities in 
Central Park at 7 p.m.

“Other years it has been horribly 
cold with ice and snow,” said Shirley 
Schultz, Main Street Director with the 
Owatonna Chamber of Commerce, one 
of the organizers of the event. She added 
that the forecast calls for moderate 
temperatures, which she hopes will bring 
out more people than ever.

In the past, the event has attracted as 
many as 3,000 people.

“I’m expecting we will have more 
people this year,” Schultz said. “Everyone 
loves a parade and to get out and celebrate 
with their neighbors.”

As of Monday afternoon, 45 floats 
had registered with the chamber for the 
parade, which begins in the 600 block of 
North Cedar by the elevator, winding 

through downtown and Central Park 
and ending by Federated Insurance and 
Josten’s. It was still up in the air Monday 
whether the Huskies championship 
football team would be a part of the 
parade, but Schultz was hoping to have at 
least some of the team members be a part 
of the festivities. 

Schultz said the highlight of the parade 
is having all the floats lighted up. She 
said the floats may not be as elaborate as 
some of those seen on TV, but they do a 
great job of getting people into the holiday 
spirit.

County commissioner and former 
downtown businessman Greg Krueger 
will be performing the ceremonial 
flipping of the holiday lights at Central 
Park. 

At 7 p.m., carolers will take center 
stage at Central Park and sing holiday 
carols for about 15 minutes. 

Schultz did not know exactly when the 
parade began, but said it was started in 
the 1990s by downtown businesses. 

“The main purpose is to get out and 
celebrate the holidays as a community,” 
Schultz said, adding it serves as the kick 
off to many other community celebrations 
in the coming weeks.

Despite the lack of snow, Santa and 
Mrs. Claus will also be making the 

trip from the North Pole for a special 
appearance in Owatonna. Schultz said 
Santa will be busy handing out candy 
canes in the park.

Thursday night is also the time when 
Owatonna finds out if it will be named the 
best town in Minnesota.  A contingency 
of city leaders will be representing 
Owatonna in the Twin Cities for the 
special announcement. Schultz said 
an announcement will be made at the 
holiday gathering if they find out in time.

BY RICK BUSSLER
PUBLISHER

A mangled crash car will be making 
the rounds throughout southeastern 
Minnesota over the coming months in 
an effort to let others know about the 
heartache caused by impaired drivers.

The Hansen family of Harmony 
knows first hand. Their daughter, 
Kaitlyn Hansen, was killed when a 

drunk driver traveling 94 mph slammed 
into her vehicle head-on near Chatfield 
on Jan. 28, 2016. 

The Hansens have donated her car 
to the Toward Zero Deaths program, 
which strives to create a safe driving 
culture on Minnesota roadways. The 
crash car was unveiled for the first time 
on Nov. 22 at the Dodge Center Fire Hall. 
It will now be used at educational events 
throughout the region.

During the dedication ceremony, 
Hansen’s mother, Georgeanne, noted 

Kaitlyn donated her organs, which 
have assisted many people, including a 
5-month-old girl and a 7-year-old boy. 

“She was a free spirit,” said 
Georgeanne. “She loved people. She 
loved everybody. She was your friend, 
whether you knew it or not. You just 
didn’t know it yet. She knew people all 
over the place. She wasn’t done, but as 
you can see, with her organs, she’s gone 

BY DENNIS MARSHALL
SPORTS EDITOR

“Snap Shots: Memories, Moments, Music,” Little 
Theatre of Owatonna’s upcoming production, includes 
many different acts, some Christmas-related, but others 
from various experiences and traditions from around the 
world.

The show runs for one weekend only on Nov. 30 and 
Dec. 1-3 and includes solo and group musical performances 
including a fun acapella number, spiritual, a comedic 
holiday vocal/instrumental duet, a sacred choral selection, 
a women’s trio and a inspiring Whitney Houston selection.

“This is going to a fun show that people should come 
see,” co-Artistic Director Kathy Purdie said. “It’s going to 
have comedy, dancing, singing and it’s just going to be a 
variety of wonderful memories, traditions and different 
things that people want to bring to life here on stage.”

There will also be a solemn portrayal of the 1914 

It seems like Halloween was just here and we just had 
our big Thanksgiving feast!  It is hard to believe we are in 
the midst of the holiday season already! The Christmas 
lists and wishes have begun as my children see the holiday 
ads. 

With my daughter being the shopper that she is and so 
many people to buy for, I am starting to feel overwhelmed!  
It’s hard to find very much these days for a couple of bucks. 
If you are trying to find that extra special gift for every 
person on your list while managing a tight budget, Steele 

County 4-H has just the thing for 
you, “Shop with Santa!”

Shop with Santa will be held 
on Saturday at St. John Lutheran 
Church, 1301 Lincoln Ave. S. in 
Owatonna. Numbered bags will be 
distributed from 7 a.m. until 11:30 
a.m. Shopping will begin at 8 a.m. 
and go until noon.

For those of you who don’t know 
what Shop with Santa is, it is a 
great opportunity for children 6th 
grade and under to do their very 
own Christmas shopping (without 

parents!) in a safe, easily accessible location, and at a very 
reasonable cost too!

Thousands of gifts will be delivered to St. John 
Lutheran Church in Owatonna. These gifts are made by 
Steele County 4-H’ers, their leaders, parents, friends and 
grandparents. The gifts are all priced at $5 or below with 
most ranging between $1 and $2. In the past, there have 
been wooden puzzles, squirrel feeders, aprons, dish towels, 
wall hangings, country craft items and the list goes on and 
on! 

The best part of Shop with Santa is that the children 
get to shop without parents trying to peek. When the 
little shoppers arrive at 8 a.m., they are given a shopping 
bag with a number on it. While they are waiting for their 
number to be called, they may fill out name tags for gifts, 
watch movies and participate in other fun activities. Each 
shopper will be assisted by one of “Santa’s helpers” who 
are available to aid the shoppers with their selections.  

With so many tables and gifts, it can take some 
shoppers a while to make their final decisions, but we 
want them to be satisfied and happy with the gifts they 
have picked out for their special people. Their gifts will be 
wrapped with name tags attached before they exit the store 
to meet Mom or Dad who are always patiently waiting.

Parents— while you are waiting for your child to pick 
out just the right gift, you can finish that gift you thought 
you would never have time to finish, write out your 
Christmas cards, or just relax and enjoy the atmosphere!

Last year, hundreds of children filled their shopping 
lists. It never ceases to amaze us! Our 4-H’ers and their 
families are some of the most generous people! They 
purchase the materials, spend hours making the gifts, and 
donate them so many small shoppers can experience that 
wonderful feeling of giving during the holiday season! The 
gifts are always kept at a very reasonable price and there 
is something for even the smallest budget! The proceeds 
from the sales of the gifts support youth programming in 
Steele County 4-H.

So shoppers, start making your shopping lists! We hope 
to see you at “Shop with Santa” on Saturday. Oh yes, “Mrs. 
Claus’ Coffee Shop” will have donuts, juice, milk, and 
coffee available for those patiently waiting parents and 
exhausted shoppers.

Missy Koch is the program coordinator with Steele 
County 4-H. Steele Talkin’ is a regular column written by 
various writers representing groups and organizations 
throughout Steele County.

Steele Talkin’
MELISSA KOCH

MELISSA KOCH
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STAFF FILE PHOTO: HOWARD LESTRUD
Long lines of kids, their parents and grandparents waited to see Santa Claus at F & M State Bank in Blooming Prairie during the annual 
Holiday Dazzle celebration last year in downtown Blooming Prairie. Santa holds Grace Johnson, 10 months. Grace was accompanied by 
her brothers Noah, 3, and Eli, 6. The Johnsons are children of Elizabeth and Corey Johnson of Blooming Prairie.

Holiday Dazzle set for Friday in BP

Parade kicks off holiday season Thursday in Owatonna

 

Lighted Holiday 
Parade

Thursday- 6 p.m.
Downtown Owatonna

Festivities at  
Central Park 

Sponsored by Owatonna 
Chamber and Owatonna 

Business Partnerships

Theatre presents 
a unique holiday 

experience

Shop with Santa, 4-H style

Dedication of crash car kicks 
off holiday DWI crackdown

STAFF PHOTO: RICHARD JOHNSON
The mangled wreckage of Kaitlyn Hansen’s vehicle will be making the 
rounds across southeastern Minnesota over the coming months to 
serve as a tragic reminder of how alcohol can kill innocent victims. 
The 16-year-old was driving the car near Chatfield in 2016 when a 
drunk driver crashed head-on into her vehicle, killing her instantly. 

Owatonna Police and local sheriff’s offices part of statewide campaign

SEE THEATRE, C8

SEE DWI, C8



The Owatonna Knights of 
Columbus distributed new coats to 18 
families in need on Nov. 7.

This was conducted as a part of the 
Supreme Council’s “Coats for Kids” 
program. Coats for both boys and 
girls in various colors and sizes were 
available. The balance of the 72 coats 
was delivered to the Steele County 
Clothes Line to be distributed to 
others in need of a warm coat.

Many children throughout the 
United States and Canada go without 
a coat each winter. Many low-income 
families use their scarce resources 
to meet the most basic essentials and 
they need help to provide this vital 
winter necessity.

That’s why the Knights of 
Columbus developed the “Coats 
for Kids” program, which allows 
councils across North America the 
opportunity to purchase new winter 
coats for children at a discount and to 
distribute them to children in need in 
their local communities.

Through their Coats for Kids 
program, 1,780 local councils 
distributed 87,906 coats to children 
in need throughout the United 
States and Canada in 2016. Since the 
program began in 2009, nearly 400,000 
coats have been distributed.
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Steele County bridge reopens after beam 
and bridge deck replacement over I-35

Steele County Road 31 reopened Tuesday, Nov. 21 after 
replacement work was completed on the bridge that spans 
Interstate 35 south of Owatonna, according to the Minnesota 
Department of Transportation. 

The road had been reduced to a single lane with each 
direction taking turns since earlier this year after the bridge 
was damaged in the spring by an oversized vehicle. Equipment 
being hauled on a trailer struck and damaged the bridge and 
also damaged another I-35 bridge at Steele County Road 18. 

In late August the Steele County Road 31 bridge closed so 
crews could replace the beams and bridge deck of the bridge. 
The work has been added to a project south of Owatonna 

where 10 bridges are being replaced over two years on I-35 (six 
bridges) and Hwy 14 (four bridges). 

Steele County Road 18 will be replaced in spring of 2018. 
Lunda Construction Company is the prime contractor. 
Motorists interested in more information about the project, 
may visit the MnDOT project website at www.dot.state.mn.us/
d6/projects/steelecty-bridge/index.html and sign up for email 
updates on the project. 

Motorists should always be attentive, drive with caution, 
slow down in work zones and never enter a road blocked 
with barriers or cones, MnDOT says. For real-time traffic 
information in Minnesota, call 511 or visit www.511mn.org. 

Owatonna Knights distribute 
coats for needy kids

SUBMITTED PHOTO
The Owatonna Knights of Columbus recently distributed new coats to area needy families. 
Taking part in the Coats for Kids initiative were front row (left to right): Sheila Sawyer, 
Tammy Balausky, Randy Balausky, state community programs chairman; back row: Dan 
Sawyer, deputy grand knight; Tim Rice, project chairman; Nicholas Matejcek, grand knight, 
and Gary Sanford, district deputy. Not pictured Tony David, recorder.

Megers host 
annual food 
shelf benefit

Glen and Cheryl Meger hosted their 18th consecutive 
food shelf benefit social Nov. 15 in the reception center at 
Brick–Meger Funeral Home in Owatonna for fellowship 
and a meal.

The annual event brings together spouses and members 
of the Msgr. Henry Speck Assembly, Fourth Degree 
Knights of Columbus. They are treated to egg rolls made 
from Meger’s own “secret” recipe and grilled pork kabobs. 
Members furnished hors d’oeuvres and desserts.

Attendees made cash donations and also donated non-
perishable food items. At the conclusion of the event a total 
of 75 pounds of food and $500 was collected for the Steele 
County Food Shelf.

Host Glen Meger said, “We are pleased to have hosted 
this event for the past 18 years and the generosity of 
my Brother Sir Knights certainly exemplifies the first 
principle of the Order, that being Charity.”

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Glen and Cheryl Meger, owners of Brick-Meger Funeral Home 
in Owatonna, raised 75 pounds of food and $500 cash for the 
Steele County Food Shelf Nov. 15. They hosted a benefit at 
their funeral home.

A harvest dilemma

STAFF PHOTO BY HOWARD LESTRUD
A bumper corn crop has provided storage challenges as evidenced by this augering of corn at the Lansing Elevator. Corn yields have 
been reported well over 200 bushels to the acre. Recent drier weather helped many of our area farmers get the corn out of the field 
after cool and wet conditions for most of fall. 



A place for all kids to feel welcome.
A place that nurtures kids - a place where they can grow.
A place that gives them every opportunity to be their best.
The Blooming Prairie Youth Club is the place for everyone.

Providing quality educational and recreational 
opportunities to empower our youth for their future

Blooming Prairie Youth Club
401 4th St SE, Blooming Prairie, MN 55917

507.583.6699
Marcy@bpyouthclub.com

www.bpyouthclub.com
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MAKE AN IMPACT, 
CHANGE A LIFE!

Kids of Christmas Campaign through 
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Southern Minnesota.

For additional information on how to be a mentor to one of these 
kids or any others, contact Megan Horton at 507-451-5922. 

More info can also be found at www.bbbsofsouthernmn.org.

Mike is a smart, quick-
learning 11-year-old boy. 
He likes sports, electronics, 
and legos. When he grows 
up, he wants to be an 
inventor or a scientist. 
The best Big for Mike 
would help him express 
his feelings, channel his 
intellect into his school 
work, and wouldn’t make 
him hold a snake—he hates 
snakes. 

Cy’Nia is an outgoing, 
bubbly 9-year-old girl who 
wants to learn how to do 
gymnast and ballerina 
moves. She loves dancing, 
singing, karate, and being 
involved at church. She 
wants to know what her 
future Big likes to do, likes 
to wear, and if they’d like 
to get a makeover together. 
She would love if her Big 
could take her to artistic 
places. 

Turkey bingo helps 
Geneva Fire

Top left - Ethan Thompson of New Richland was a 
popcorn vendor at the Geneva Fire Department’s 
annual Turkey Bingo night on Nov. 18 at the Geneva 
Municipal Building. An estimated 180 persons 
played bingo and the firefighters brought in over 
$3,500 from Bingo and the sale of homemade pies. 
Top right - Kayla Hullowpeter, 5, of Blooming Prairie 
takes the game of Bingo seriously. She was one 
of nearly 200 who played Bingo at the Geneva 
Community Center Nov. 18. 
Right - Geneva Firemen Greg Bartsch, left, and 
Rick Seath hawk some homemade pies during 
an auction, part of a Bingo night in Geneva on 
Saturday night, Nov. 18.

New Land, New 
Life Exhibit opens 
at history center

The Sons of Norway Nortonna Lodge 
No. 1-638 has partnered with the Steele 
County Historical Society to present, “New 
Land, New Life: Norwegian Immigration to 
Minnesota, 1825 – 1925” at the Steele County 
History Center in Owatonna. 

The exhibit opened Nov. 9 and runs 
through Jan. 27.

The Sons of Norway Synnøve-Nordkap 
Lodge 1–8 has spearheaded this unique 
project which offers 20 exhibit panels on 
Norwegian immigrant life. The panels 
include information on everything from 
why Norwegians immigrated to Minnesota, 
to farming, education and folk art. The text 
was reviewed favorably by historian-authors 
Dr. Odd Lovoll of St. Olaf College and Dr. 
Betty Bergland of UW–River Falls.

The panels interpret primary materials 
and secondary research of Professors 
Carlton Qualey and John Gjerde on one of 
the earliest and largest ethnic groups to 
settle the Minnesota frontier. One in five 
Minnesotans claim Norwegian ancestry. 
Since 2013, the exhibit has traveled to 
communities across the Midwest. 

The panels are complemented by the 
Owatonna Sons of Norway Lodge providing 
artifacts from local Scandinavian families.  

Funding to create this exhibit came from 
the Sons of Norway Foundation and funds 
from the Arts and Cultural Heritage Fund 
as administered by the Minnesota Historical 
Society.

The Steele County Historical Society 
is a non-profit educational and cultural 
institution established in 1949. Its mission is 
to preserve and share Steele County history 
today for tomorrow. The society collects, 
preserves and tells the story of Steele 
County’s past through museum exhibits, 
research, collections, tours, educational 
programs and book publishing.  

SCHS is located at 1700 Austin Road, 
Owatonna, and is open Tuesday, Wednesday, 
and Friday from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m., 
Thursdays from 10 a.m. until 8 p.m, and 
Saturdays from 10 a.m. until 3 p.m. For more 
information, please call  507-451-1420.

GIVE 
TO THE 

MAX
Riverland 

projects gain 
support

Steve Brown, dean for 
institutional advancement 
at Riverland Community 
College in Austin, 
announced that a Give to 
the Max Day on Nov. 16 was 
a “wonderful success.”

He said 64 individuals 
gave 82 separate gifts 
totaling $5,525, which 
helped direct a gift from 
Dr. C. Jerry Nelson of $500 
to use toward the Law 
Enforcement “Use of Force 
Simulation” project.

Supporters help fund 
Riverland projects.

Varied gifts were 
designated to support 
the simulation project, 
the Greatest Need Fund, 
scholarship for students, 
theatre angels, Phi Theta 
Kappa Honor Society and 
leveraged equipment fund.

When compared to 
other higher education 
institutions, Riverland 
ranked 12th as the 
highest overall college or 
university in Minnesota 
out of 66 institutions 
receiving funds.

The Riverland 
Community College 
Foundation was the 
highest ranked Minnesota 
state college/university 
foundation to receive funds.
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The Steele County Historical Society will host its annual 
soup supper Friday from 4:30-6:30 p.m. at the History Center in 
Owatonna.

The menu consists of homemade wild rice soup or chili, 
bread, a beverage, and a fancy holiday cookie. Cost is $7 per 
person. Hotdogs are available for purchase for children under 
12. Tickets are available at the History Center and can be 
purchased in advance or the night of the supper. 

“The Soup Supper is a staple to our Christmas in the Village 
celebration,” says Stephanie Kibler, manager of meetings and 

events at the History Center. “This is a great way for the SCHS 
staff, board, and volunteers to interact with the community, 
and provides a wonderful opening to our historic holiday 
celebration.” 

In addition to the Soup Supper, the Christmas in the Village 
celebration will offer hands-on crafting experiences for 
children, gift shopping in the County Junction, horse-drawn 
wagon rides, a wide range of character experiences and more. 

RED CROSS CALLS FOR 
BLOOD DONORS 

The American Red Cross en-
courages people to share their 
good health this holiday season 
by donating blood for patients 
in need. 
A decline in donations occurs 

from Thanksgiving to New 
Year’s Day when donors are 
busy with holiday activities and 
travel. However, patients don’t 
get a holiday break from need-
ing lifesaving transfusions. In 
fact, every two seconds, some-
one in the U.S. needs blood. 
By giving blood or platelets, 

donors may give patients more 
time – and more holidays – with 
loved ones. Make an appoint-
ment to give blood. Download 
the free Red Cross Blood 
Donor App, visit redcrossblood.
org or call 1-800-RED CROSS 
(1-800-733-2767). 
There are several upcoming 

blood donation opportunities 
around the area: 
	 Albert Lea – 1 p.m. – 7 

p.m. Nov. 30, Salem Lutheran 
Church   
Owatonna – 3:30 p.m. – 7:30 

p.m. Nov. 29, McKinley Elemen-
tary School 
Veterans Service Officer’s 

monthly office hours 
The Steele County Veterans 

Service Officer, Rene Gilormi-
ni, will be holding his monthly 
office hours in Blooming Prairie 
and Ellendale on Thursday, 
Nov. 30. 
He will be at the Blooming 

Prairie Servicemen’s Club from 
9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. and 
then at the Ellendale Communi-
ty Building from 11 a.m. to 11:30 
a.m. 

SNAPSHOTS: MEMORIES, 
MOMENTS, MUSIC 

COMING TO LTO 
Little Theatre of Owatonna 

is excited to reveal its per-
formances and many of its 
performers for the one-week-
end-only performance on Nov. 
30 and Dec. 1-3 production, 
SNAPSHOTS: Memories, Mo-
ments, Music. 
Owatonna is a very diverse 

community, and this show 
reflects that. The production 
includes different acts – some 
Christmas, but others from var-
ious experiences and traditions 
around the world. These allow 
LTO to share “devised theater,” 
for an “Owatonna only” experi-
ence. 
In the same way that a snap-

shot from days past captures 
the fondest memory and magic 
of a family event, a holiday 
celebration, cultural experience, 
or a historic moment, we hope 
this production invokes that 
warm feeling all over again. 

We’re searching for hospitality 
this holiday season while cele-
brating cultural traditions from 
around the world.   Each per-
formance varies in many ways, 
dance to drama, music to magic 
and beyond.  The production 
promises to entertain, educate 
and inspire. 
Story-telling, both poignant 

and humorous as well as 
magic - the first on LTO’s stage 
- round out this special fami-
ly-friendly LTO opportunity. 
Performances of SNAP-

SHOTS: Memories, Moments, 
Music will be one-weekend-only 
at 7:30 p.m. on Nov. 30, Dec. 
1-2 and Dec. 3 at 2 p.m. Tickets 
will be available at www.Little-
TheatreOwatonna on Nov. 25. 
The LTO Box Office will open 
Nov. 27. . 

FAIR FARMLAND RENTAL 
AGREEMENT MEETING IN 

THE AREA 
University of Minnesota Exten-

sion is hosting a Fair Farmland 
Rental Agreement Meeting on 
Thursday, Nov. 30 at 1 p.m. at 
the Steele County Communi-
ty Center, 1380 S. Elm St. in 
Owatonna. 
The meeting is designed to 

assist land owners, farmers 
and agri-business profession-
als with farm financial issues 
related to farmland rental rates, 
ownership, management, 
leasing agreements and related 
issues. It will last approximately 
two hours. Extension Educator 
Dave Bau will be presenting. 

NORWEGIAN MEATBALL 
SUPPER COMING TO 

OWATONNA 
The Owatonna Sons of Nor-

way Nortonna Lodge will host a 
Norwegian Meatball Supper on 
Saturday, Dec. 2, from 5 p.m. to 
7 p.m. at the Steele County His-
tory Center, 1700 Austin Road. 
The menu will include au-

thentic Norwegian meatballs, 
parslied potatoes, mashed ruta-
bagas, peas with pearl onions, 
beet pickles, lefse, Norwegian 
riskrem and coffee. 
Cost is $14 for adults and $6 

for children 12 and under. 
This is the seventh annual 

Norwegian Meatball Supper, 
held as part of the Christmas 
in the Village and Hometown 
Holiday weekend every year. 
Proceeds from the supper will 
go to scholarships for youth to 
attend Norwegian language 
camps and for lodge programs.  
Tickets may be ordered ahead 

of time by calling DeeAnn 
Pettyjohn at 507-451-8644 or 
purchased at the door, if they 
are not sold out. 

Nativity Brunch and Bake Sale 
this Sunday 
St. Columbanus Council of 

Catholic Women presents the 
6th Annual Nativity Brunch and 
Bake Sale on Sunday, Dec. 3 
from 10:30 a.m. to Noon.  
Breakfast includes breakfast 

burritos, hash browns, fruit 
slices, breakfast pastries, juice 
and coffee.  Enjoy nativities 
from around the world, and a 
bake sale. There will be a free 
will donation. St. Columbanus 
is located at 114 Main St. in 
Blooming Prairie. 
55+ Driver Improvement Pro-

gram coming to BP   
THE MINNESOTA HIGHWAY 

SAFETY CENTER IS 
OFFERING A 55+ DRIVER 

IMPROVEMENT COURSE IN 
THE AREA. 

The class is open to the 
public and a pre-registration is 
required. By utilizing the most 
up-to-date research in the field, 
participants will be provided 
the latest information in regards 
to driver safety, new laws and 
vehicle technology. 
People age 55 and older who 

complete the course qualify for 
a 10 percent discount on their 
auto insurance premiums for 
three years. First time partici-
pants must complete the initial 
eight hours of training and a 
four-hour refresher class every 
three years to maintain the dis-
count. The cost of the refresher 
class is $22.00. 
The four-hour refresher course 

will be in Blooming Prairie on 
Dec. 4 from 12 p.m. to 4 p.m. at 
the BP City Center. 
For more information or to 

register, visit our website at 
www.mnsafetycenter.org or call 
1(888) 234-1294. 

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
HOSTS ANNUAL LADIES 

CHRISTMAS TEA 
First Baptist Church in Bloom-

ing Prairie invites the ladies 
of Blooming Prairie and the 
surrounding area to its Annual 
Ladies Christmas Tea on Tues-
day, Dec. 5 at 7 p.m. 
The event begins with Christ-

mas music and fellowship in 
the main sanctuary. Following 
the performance, Christmas 
tea and delectable treats will be 
available in the church’s fellow-
ship hall, which is handicapped 

accessible. 
This evening is a special way 

to begin the Christmas season 
with turning hearts towards 
Jesus.  
Please RSVP for the event by 

Monday, Nov. 27 by calling the 
church office (507) 583-2673. 
U of M Extension offering 

financial management course 
“Taking Charge of YOUR 

Finances: How to Survive and 
Thrive,” a financial manage-
ment workshop taught across 
the state will be in Owatonna on 
Tuesday, Dec. 5 from 9 a.m. to 
3:30 p.m. at Kibble Equipment. 
University of Minnesota Ex-

tension Educators Dave Bau, 
Joleen Hadrich, Rob Holcomb, 
Nathan Hulinsky, Megan Rob-
erts, teach the sessions offered 
around the state.
This short course will use an 

interactive and fun approach 
to teach participants how to 
organize and use financial 
records; develop and analyze 
financial statements; and make 
informed decisions regard-
ing finances and production. 
Producer teams will act as loan 
review committees and learn 
about these concepts as they 
review a case study farm. The 
concepts covered promote 
better internal decisions for 
farm management and stron-
ger relationships with external 
partners, such as farm lend-
ers. The participants will learn 
the components of a balance 
sheet, income statement, cash 
flow, and the importance of 
records.
Nathan Hulinsky, Extension 

Educator explains, “With the 
current commodity prices and 
farm economy, keeping on top 
of, and managing the farm’s 
finances is a top concern. This 
course will give the participants 
the opportunity to review anoth-
er farm’s finances to determine 
their financial needs and if the 
case farm cash flows.”
Lunch will be provided. Atten-

dance is free and each partici-
pant will receive a binder full of 
handouts and resources to take 
home.
Registration is open. To 

register, please visit https://z.
umn.edu/2017-Survive_Thrive. 
For more information on the 
workshop, please call or e-mail 
Nathan Hulinsky, 218-236-2009 
or huli0013@umn.edu.

BLOOMING PRAIRIE

ELLENDALE/GENEVA/HOPE

OWATONNA/MEDFORD

NOV. 29
10:30 a.m. – Storytime, 

BP Library 

NOV. 30
9:30 a.m. – Veterans 

Service Officer Office 
Hours, Servicemen’s Club 

DEC. 1 
Holiday Dazzle, Main 

Street in BP  
6 p.m. – 9 p.m. – Ladies’ 

Night Out, Servicemen’s 
Club 

DEC. 2
Noon – 3 p.m. – BP 

Outback Bowl Dance Team 
Fundraiser, Bunkie’s 

DEC. 3
10:30 a.m. – Noon – 

Nativity Brunch and Bake 
Sale, St. Columbanus 
Church 

DEC. 4
Noon – 4 p.m. – 55+ 

Driver Improvement 
Refresher Course, City 
Center 

DEC. 5
10:30 a.m. – Storytime, 

BP Library 
7 p.m. – Ladies 

Christmas Tea, First Baptist 
Church 

DEC. 10 
10 a.m. – 4 p.m. – 

Loaded Bloody Mary Bar, 
Servicemen’s Club 

DEC. 13
5 p.m. – 7 p.m. – F&M 

Bank Business After Hours 

DEC. 14
7 p.m. – BP Cancer 

Group’s Jingle Bingo, Pizza 
Cellar Party Room 

NOV. 29 
3:30 p.m. – Com Ed 

(Crayon Art) Class, NR 
Commons Area 

NOV. 30 
11 a.m. – Veterans 

Service Officer Office 
Hours, Ellendale Community 
Building 

4 p.m. – Com Ed 
(Beginner Piano Lessons) 
Class, NR Band Room 

7 p.m. MLS Public 
Hearing, Ellendale 
Community Building 

7:30 p.m. – Ellendale 
City Council Meeting, 
Community Building 

DEC. 4
10 a.m. – Ellendale 

Fire Department Meeting, 

Community Building 
7:30 p.m. – Middle 

School Band/Choir Concert, 
NR High School Gym 

DEC. 5
3 p.m. – Com Ed 

(Babysitting Training) Class, 
Ellendale Media Center 

6:30 p.m. – Karate, 
Ellendale Elementary North 
Gym 

DEC. 6
7 p.m. – Codification 

Workshop, Ellendale 
Community Building 

DEC. 9
Christmas in the 

Country, Ellendale 

NOV. 29 
3:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 

– Red Cross Blood Drive, 
McKinley Elementary School 

5:30 p.m. – 50+ Fit and 
Flex Workshop, Sollid Yoga 

NOV. 30 
9 a.m. – 1 p.m. – Job & 

Career Fair, Holiday Inn 
1 p.m. – Fair Farmland 

Rental Agreement Meeting, 
Steele County Community 
Center

3 p.m. – Frosting the 
Holiday, The Kitchen 

5 p.m. – Chili Supper, First 
Baptist Church 

6 p.m. - Lighted Holiday 
Parade, Downtown 
Owatonna 

6:30 p.m. – Family 
Storytime, Owatonna Library 

7 p.m. – Best Minnesota 
Town Competition Party, 
Lumber Exchange Building in 
Minneapolis 

7:30 p.m. – Snapshots: 
Memories, Moments, Music, 
Little Theatre of Owatonna 

DEC. 1
2 p.m. – Snapshots: 

Memories, Moments, Music, 
Little Theatre of Owatonna 

4:30 p.m. – 8 p.m. – 
Christmas in the Village, 
Village of Yesteryear 

DEC. 2
8 a.m. – Noon – 4-H 

Shop with Santa, St. John’s 
Lutheran Church 

9 a.m. – 11 a.m. – Trinity 
Women’s Bake Sale, Trinity 
Lutheran Church 

10 a.m. – 4 p.m. – Open 
Rug Hooking Workshop, 
Straight River Rug Hooking & 
Fiber Arts 

10 a.m. – 2 p.m. – 
Christmas in the Village, 
Steele County History 

Center
10 a.m. – Noon – Making 

a Wool Feather Christmas 
Tree, Straight River Rug 
Hooking & Fiber Arts 

2 p.m. – Snapshots: 
Memories, Moments, Music, 
Little Theatre of Owatonna 

5 p.m. – Norwegian 
Meatball Supper, Steele 
County History Center 

DEC. 3
11 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. – 

Come Play Tennis, West Hills 
Circle 

Noon – 5 p.m. – Historic 
Holiday Home Tour

2 p.m. – Snapshots: 
Memories, Moments, Music, 
Little Theatre of Owatonna 

4 p.m. – OHS Carolers 
Concert, Owatonna High 
School 

DEC. 4
1 p.m. – Senior Place Inc. 

Board Meeting, Senior Place 

DEC. 5
9 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. – U 

of M Extension Financial 
Management Workshop, 
Kibble Equipment 

9:30 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. – 
Storytime, Owatonna Library 

3:45 p.m. – OHS Carolers 
Performance, Owatonna 
Library 

4 p.m. – 5 p.m. – 
Canadian Pacific Holiday 
Train, 1145 Park Drive 

5:30 p.m. – OACCT 
Business After Hours, 
Owatonna Country Club 

5:30 p.m. – Study 
Session for Software 
Proposals for HCM, City 
Admin Building 

6 p.m. – Truth-in-Taxation 
Meeting, City Admin Building  

7 p.m. – Owatonna City 
Council Meeting, City Admin 

132 2nd Ave NE  | Blooming Prairie, MN
583.6613

Dr. Deborah J Lien
DDS, MBSORTHODONTIC SPECIALIST

GIVE THEM EVERY 
REASON TO SMILE

800-248-3855
www.minimizer.com

Blooming Prairie
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Don’t miss all the
                 “Better Choices!”

Plan your viewing with the IN FOCUS Program Guide!
Delivered to you monthly • 1 Year Member Subscription $35.

email: MBednar@KSMQ.Org or 507.481.2098

J&H LIQUORJ&H LIQUOR
• BAR BINGO: Monday, 6:30 p.m.
•  BLOOMIN’ GRAPEVINE WINE CLUB: Tuesday, 7-8:30 p.m. 

December Holiday Get-together, Jan. 30, Feb. 20, Mar. 20, 
Apr. 17, May 8: Season Finalé

•  EUCHRE: Nov. 18, 1 p.m.
•   CELEBRATE THE HOLIDAYS: 

Wednesday, Nov. 8 & Dec. 6, 5-7:30 p.m. 
A Touch of Charm–Holiday tastings, special discounts, 
holiday decorations 
J&H OFF-SALE–Wine tastings and treats, holiday wine 
sale, register for door prizes

• HOLIDAY DAZZLE DOWNTOWN: Dec. 1
• HARVEY’S HOLIDAY CHEER: Dec. 16

CLOSED DEC. 24, 25, 31 & JAN. 1
340 E. Main St. • Blooming Prairie • 583-7557

ALL EVENT DETAILS AVAILABLE AT J&H LIQUOR

BUSINESS FOR SALE:
Need a career change? 
Be your own boss!
Great opportunity to own this hometown bar/off-sale.  
Contact Harvey for details. 

COMMUNITY CALENDAR BRIEFS

Here is your chance to tour seven 
stunning private residences and historic 
sites all dressed up for the holidays! 

The Holiday Home Tour returns on 
Sunday from noon to 5 p.m.

The following Owatonna homes will 
be featured: Dr. Megan Rogers and Tom 
Sarac, 438 Cherry St.; Dave and Ruth 

Smith, 2445 Mossy Creek Dr.; Denny and 
Kim King, 505 Braemar Place; Cottage 
#11, 540 West Hills Cir.; Dunnell House, 
1448 Austin Road; St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church, 220 Cedar Ave. S.; Ryan and 
Julia Seykora, 717 S. Elm Ave. 

Tickets are $20 and may be purchased 
at the History Center, Tri M Graphics, 

and Kottke Jewelers in Owatonna, or at 
Lerberg’s Foods in Ellendale or A Touch 
of Charm in Blooming Prairie. Tickets 
include the map to the homes. You can 
tour as many or as few as you like, on 
your schedule. 

Holiday Home Tour returns to Owatonna

A community tradition returns to history center
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 NOTICE OF CONDOMINIUM 
ASSOCIATION LIEN

 FORECLOSURE SALE

 WHEREAS, default has been 
made in the terms and condi-
tions of the Declaration of Sky-
view Townhouse Association 
Covenants, Conditions and 
Restrictions (hereafter “Decla-
ration”), dated April 26, 1988, 
and recorded in the Office of 
the County Recorder in and 
for Steele County, Minnesota, 
on the 16th day of June, 1988, 
in Book 34 of Titles, page 259, 
which said Declaration covers 
the following described property 
situated in the County of Steele 
and State of Minnesota, to-wit:
LEGAL DESCRIPTION  - Lot 7, 
Block 1, Skyview Townhouses, 
Steele County, Minnesota
STREET ADDRESS   -  177 22nd 
Street NW, Owatonna, Steele 
County, Minnesota  55060
PID #    - 17.411.0107
 Torrens Property   -  Certificate 
of Title Number 18156

WHEREAS, pursuant to said 
Declaration, there is claimed 
to be due and owing as of the 
date of this Notice by Laxman 
Sundae, unit owner,  to Skyview 
Townhouse Association, Inc., the 
principle amount of Eight Thou-
sand Sixty-Eight and No/100 
Dollars ($8,068.00) for condo-
minium assessments and late 
fees through October 1, 2017,  
and no action being now pend-
ing at law or otherwise to recov-
er said debt of any part thereof, 
and;
 WHEREAS, pursuant to said 
Declaration, and the statute in 
such case made and provided, 
said debt creates a lien upon 
said premises in favor of Sky-
view Townhouse Association, 
Inc., 
 NOW, THEREFORE, notice is 
hereby given that by virtue of the 
power of sale created
by statute, said lien will be fore-
closed by the sale of said prem-
ises with the hereditaments and 
appurtenances, which said sale 
will be made by the Sheriff of 
Steele County, Minnesota, at the 
Sheriff’s Office, 204 East Pearl 
Street, Owatonna, Steele Coun-
ty, Minnesota,  on December 5, 
2017, at 10:00 o’clock a.m., at 
public auction to the highest bid-
der, for cash, to pay the amount 
then due for said condominium 
assessments, together with the 
costs of foreclosure, including 
attorney fees as allowed by law.  
The time allowed by law for re-
demption by the unit owners, 
their personal representatives or 
assigns, is six (6) months from 
the date of said sale.
TIME AND DATE TO VACATE 
PROPERTY:  If the real estate is 
an owner-occupied
single family dwelling, unless 
otherwise provided by law, the 
date on or before which the unit 
owners must vacate the prop-
erty if the lien is not reinstated 
under Minn. Stat. §580.30 or the 
property is not redeemed under 
Minn. Stat. §580.23 is 11:59 p.m. 
on June 5, 2018.  If the forego-
ing date is a Saturday, Sunday, 
or legal holiday, then the date to 
vacate the property is the next 
business day at 11:59 p.m.
Dated: October 11, 2017

SKYVIEW TOWNHOUSE AS-
SOCIATION, INC.
HVISTENDAHL, MOERSCH, 
DORSEY & HAHN, P.A.

BY:     /s/ Mary L. Hahn                                                       
 Mary L. Hahn (#309370)
 311 South Water Street
 Northfield, MN  55057
 Phone: (507) 645-9358
      Attorneys for Skyview Town-
house Association, Inc.

11/24, 10/31, 11/7
11/14, 11/21, 11/28

FORECLOSURE

FORECLOSURE

FORECLOSURE

FORECLOSURE
FORECLOSURE

FORECLOSURE

 NOTICE OF CONDOMINIUM 
ASSOCIATION LIEN

 FORECLOSURE SALE

 WHEREAS, default has 
been made in the terms and 
conditions of the Declaration of 
Skyview Townhouse Association 
Covenants, Conditions 
and Restrictions (hereafter 
“Declaration”), dated April 26, 
1988, and recorded in the Office 
of the County Recorder in and for 
Steele County, Minnesota, on the 
16th day of June, 1988, in Book 
34 of Titles, page 259, which said 
Declaration covers the following 
described property situated in 
the County of Steele and State of 
Minnesota, to-wit:    
 LEGAL DESCRIPTION  - Lot 14, 
Block 1, Skyview Townhouses, 
Steele County, Minnesota
STREET ADDRESS   -  149 22nd 
Street NW, Owatonna, Steele 
County, Minnesota  55060
PID #    - 17.411.0114
Torrens Property   -  Certificate of 
Title Number 18136
 WHEREAS, pursuant to said 
Declaration, there is claimed 
to be due and owing as of the 
date of this Notice by Laxman 
Sundae as unit owner  to Skyview 

12-081815
 

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

 
THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION 
OF THE DEBT AND IDENTITY 
OF THE ORIGINAL CREDITOR 
WITHIN THE TIME PROVIDED BY 
LAW IS NOT AFFECTED BY THIS 
ACTION.
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, 
that default has occurred in 
the conditions of the following 
described mortgage:
DATE OF MORTGAGE:  May 1, 
2008
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL AMOUNT 
OF MORTGAGE:  $127,806.00
MORTGAGOR(S):  Brandon 
L. Klemmensen and Aana E. 
Spurgeon, both single persons
MORTGAGEE:  Advisor's 
Mortgage, LLC
LENDER OR BROKER AND 
MORTGAGE ORIGINATOR 
STATED ON THE MORTGAGE:  
Advisor's Mortgage, LLC
SERVICER:  JPMorgan Chase 
Bank, N.A. 
DATE AND PLACE OF FILING: 
Filed May 2, 2008, Steele County 
Recorder, as Document Number 
A000356965, Thereafter modified 
by a Loan Modification Agreement 
recorded on October 22, 2014 as 
document number A000399216
ASSIGNMENTS OF MORTGAGE:  
Assigned to: JPMorgan Chase 
Bank, N.A.; Dated: May 1, 2008 
filed: May 2, 2008, recorded as 
document number A000356966  
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF 
PROPERTY:
Commencing at a point 2 rods 
West and 1384 feet South of the 
Northeast Corner of the Northwest 
Quarter of Section 30, Township 
106 North, Range 20 West , thence 
West 142 feet to the East line of 
the Right of Way of the Chicago, 
Rock Island and Pacific Railway; 
thence Southwest along said 
Right of Way line 130 feet, thence 
East approximately 162 feet to 
the West line of Highway, being a 
point 1512 feet directly South of 
the North line of said Northwest 
Quarter, thence North along the 
West line of Highway to the point 
of commencement.  Subject to 
easements of record. Except: The 
North 66 feet thereof
PROPERTY ADDRESS:  9184 
37th Ave SW, Hope, MN 56046
PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER:  05-030-4202
COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY 
IS LOCATED:  Steele
THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO BE 
DUE ON THE MORTGAGE ON 
THE DATE OF THE NOTICE:  
$124,729.82
THAT all pre-foreclosure 
requirements have been complied 
with; that no action or proceeding 
has been instituted at law or 
otherwise to recover the debt 
secured by said mortgage, or any 
part thereof;
PURSUANT, to the power of sale 
contained in said mortgage, the 

above described property will be 
sold by the Sheriff of said county 
as follows:
DATE AND TIME OF SALE:  
December 21, 2017, 10:00am
PLACE OF SALE:  Sheriff's Main 
Office, Law Enforcement Center, 
204 Pearl Street East, Owatonna, 
MN 55060
to pay the debt secured by said 
mortgage and taxes, if any, on 
said premises and the costs 
and disbursements, including 
attorneys fees allowed by law, 
subject to redemption within 6 
months from the date of said sale 
by the mortgagor(s) the personal 
representatives or assigns.
TIME AND DATE TO VACATE 
PROPERTY:  If the real estate 
is an owner-occupied, single-
family dwelling, unless otherwise 
provided by law, the date on or 
before which the mortgagor(s) 
must vacate the property, if the 
mortgage is not reinstated under 
section 580.30 or the property 
is not redeemed under section 
580.23, is 11:59 p.m. on June 21, 
2018, or the next business day if 
June 21, 2018 falls on a Saturday, 
Sunday or legal holiday.
 
"THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY 
THE MORTGAGOR, THE 
MORTGAGOR'S PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES OR 
ASSIGNS, MAY BE REDUCED 
TO FIVE WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL 
ORDER IS ENTERED UNDER 
MINNESOTA STATUTES SECTION 
582.032 DETERMINING, AMONG 
OTHER THINGS, THAT THE 
MORTGAGED PREMISES 
ARE IMPROVED WITH A 
RESIDENTIAL DWELLING OF 
LESS THAN 5 UNITS, ARE 
NOT PROPERTY USED FOR 
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION, 
AND ARE ABANDONED.
 

 Dated: October 24, 2017
 

JPMorgan Chase Bank, 
National Association

Assignee of Mortgagee  
 

SHAPIRO & ZIELKE, LLP
 

BY _____________________
Lawrence P. Zielke - 152559

Diane F. Mach - 273788
Melissa L. B. Porter - 0337778

Randolph W. Dawdy - 2160X
Gary J. Evers - 0134764

Tracy J. Halliday - 034610X
Attorneys for Mortgagee

Shapiro & Zielke, LLP
12550 West Frontage Road, 

Suite 200
Burnsville, MN 55337

(952) 831-4060
 

THIS IS A COMMUNICATION 
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR

 
10/31, 11/7, 11/14

 11/21, 11/28, 12/5

Townhouse Association, Inc., 
the principle amount of Seven 
Thousand Seven Hundred Thirty 
and No/100 Dollars ($7,730.00) 
for condominium assessments 
and late fees through October 
1, 2017, and no action being 
now pending at law or otherwise 
to recover said debt of any part 
thereof, and;
 WHEREAS, pursuant to said 
Declaration, and the statute in 
such case made and provided, 
said debt creates a lien upon 
said premises in favor of Skyview 
Townhouse Association, Inc., 
 NOW, THEREFORE, notice is 
hereby given that by virtue of the 
power of sale created
by statute, said lien will be 
foreclosed by the sale of said 
premises with the hereditaments 
and appurtenances, which said 
sale will be made by the Sheriff 
of Steele County, Minnesota, 
at the Sheriff’s Office, 204 
East Pearl Street, Owatonna, 
Steele County, Minnesota, on 
December 5, 2017, at 10:00 
o’clock a.m., at public auction 
to the highest bidder, for cash, 
to pay the amount then due for 
said condominium assessments, 
together with the costs of 
foreclosure, including attorney 
fees as allowed by law.  The time 
allowed by law for redemption by 
the unit owners, their personal 
representatives or assigns, is six 
(6) months from the date of said 
sale.
 TIME AND DATE TO VACATE 
PROPERTY:  If the real estate is 
an owner-occupied
single family dwelling, unless 
otherwise provided by law, the 
date on or before which the unit 
owners must vacate the property 
if the lien is not reinstated under 
Minn. Stat. §580.30 or the 
property is not redeemed under 
Minn. Stat. §580.23 is 11:59 p.m. 
on June 5, 2018.   If the foregoing 
date is a Saturday, Sunday, or 
legal holiday, then the date to 
vacate the property is the next 
business day at 11:59 p.m.
Dated:   October 11, 2017

SKYVIEW TOWNHOUSE 
ASSOCIATION, INC.
HVISTENDAHL, MOERSCH, 
DORSEY & HAHN, P.A.

BY:      /s/ Mary L. Hahn                                             
 Mary L. Hahn (#309370)
 311 South Water Street
 Northfield, MN  55057
 Phone: (507) 645-9358
Attorneys for Skyview 
Townhouse Association, Inc.

11/24, 10/31, 11/7
11/14, 11/21, 11/28

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION 
OF THE DEBT AND IDENTITY 
OF THE ORIGINAL CREDITOR 
WITHIN THE TIME PROVIDED 
BY LAW IS NOT AFFECTED BY 
THIS ACTION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that 
default has occurred in conditions 
of the following described mort-
gage:
DATE OF MORTGAGE:	
March 24, 2006
MORTGAGOR:	 Robert D. Ha-
gen and Erin L. Hagen, husband 
and wife.
MORTGAGEE:		  J P -
Morgan Chase Bank, N.A..
DATE AND PLACE OF RECORD-
ING:	 Filed March 31, 2006, 
Steele County Registrar of Titles, 
Document No. T000059768 on 
Certificate of Title No. 16861.
ASSIGNMENTS OF MORTGAGE:   
Assigned to:  JPMorgan Chase 
Bank, National Association suc-
cessor by merger to Chase Home 
Finance, LLC.  Dated February 
20, 2009 Filed March 2, 2009 , as 
Document No. T000064051.                
Said Mortgage being upon Regis-
tered Land.
TRANSACTION AGENT:  NONE
TRANSACTION AGENT’S MORT-
GAGE IDENTIFICATION NUM-
BER ON MORTGAGE:  NONE
LENDER OR BROKER AND 
MORTGAGE ORIGINATOR 
STATED ON MORTGAGE:  JP-
Morgan Chase Bank, N.A.
RESIDENTIAL MORTGAGE SER-
VICER:  JPMorgan Chase Bank, 
National Association
MORTGAGED PROPERTY AD-
DRESS:  523 15th Street North-
east, Owatonna, MN 55060
TAX PARCEL I.D. #:  172020115
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF 
PROPERTY:
Lot Fifteen (15), Northern Height’s 
Addition to the City of Owatonna.
COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY 
IS LOCATED:	 Steele
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL AMOUNT 
OF MORTGAGE:	 $160,548.00
AMOUNT DUE AND CLAIMED 
TO BE DUE AS OF DATE OF 
NOTICE, INCLUDING TAXES, IF 
ANY, PAID BY MORTGAGEE:	
$171,397.34
That prior to the commencement 
of this mortgage foreclosure pro-
ceeding Mortgagee/Assignee 
of Mortgagee complied with all 
notice requirements as required 
by statute; That no action or pro-
ceeding has been instituted at law 
or otherwise to recover the debt 
secured by said mortgage, or any 
part thereof;
PURSUANT to the power of sale 
contained in said mortgage, the 
above described property will be 
sold by the Sheriff of said county 
as follows:
DATE AND TIME OF SALE: Janu-
ary 12, 2018 at 10:00 AM

PLACE OF SALE:	Steele County 
Sheriff’s Office, Law Enforcement 
Center, 204 Pearl Street East, 
Owatonna, MN
to pay the debt then secured by 
said Mortgage, and taxes, if any, 
on said premises, and the costs 
and disbursements, including at-
torneys’ fees allowed by law sub-
ject to redemption within    six (6) 
months from the date of said sale 
by the mortgagor(s), their per-
sonal representatives or assigns 
unless reduced to Five (5) weeks 
under MN Stat. §580.07.

TIME AND DATE TO VACATE 
PROPERTY: If the real estate is 
an owner-occupied, single-family 
dwelling, unless otherwise provid-
ed by law, the date on or before 
which the mortgagor(s) must va-
cate the property if the mortgage 
is not reinstated under section 
580.30 or the property is not re-
deemed under section 580.23 is 
11:59 p.m. on July 12, 2018, un-
less that date falls on a weekend  
or legal holiday, in which case it 
is the next weekday, and unless 
the redemption period is reduced 
to 5 weeks under MN Stat. Secs. 
580.07 or 582.032.

MORTGAGOR(S) RELEASED 
FROM FINANCIAL OBLIGATION 
ON MORTGAGE:None
“THE TIME ALLOWED BY LAW 
FOR REDEMPTION BY THE 
MORTGAGOR, THE MORTGAG-
OR’S PERSONAL REPRESEN-
TATIVES OR ASSIGNS, MAY BE 
REDUCED TO FIVE WEEKS IF A 
JUDICIAL ORDER IS ENTERED 
UNDER MINNESOTA STATUTES, 
SECTION 582.032, DETERMIN-
ING, AMONG OTHER THINGS, 
THAT THE MORTGAGED PREM-
ISES ARE IMPROVED WITH A 
RESIDENTIAL DWELLING OF 
LESS THAN FIVE UNITS, ARE 
NOT PROPERTY USED IN AGRI-
CULTURAL PRODUCTION, AND 
ARE ABANDONED.”

Dated: November 20, 2017

JPMorgan Chase Bank, National 
Association

Mortgagee/Assignee of Mortgag-
ee

USSET, WEINGARDEN AND 
LIEBO, P.L.L.P.

Attorneys for Mortgagee/
Assignee of Mortgagee

4500 Park Glen Road #300
Minneapolis, MN 55416

(952) 925-6888
30 - 17-007151 FC

THIS IS A COMMUNICATION 
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR.

11/21, 11/28, 12/5
12/12, 12/19, 12/26

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION OF 
THE DEBT AND IDENTITY OF THE 
ORIGINAL CREDITOR WITHIN 
THE TIME PROVIDED BY LAW IS 
NOT AFFECTED BY THIS ACTION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that 
default has occurred in conditions 
of the following described mortgage:
DATE OF MORTGAGE: September 
9, 2013
MORTGAGOR:	 John J. Devoe 
and Skye R. Devoe, husband and 
wife.
MORTGAGEE:	 Mortgage Elec-
tronic Registration Systems, Inc.
DATE AND PLACE OF RECORD-
ING:	  Recorded September 10, 
2013 Steele County Recorder, Doc-
ument No. A000393391.
ASSIGNMENTS OF MORT-
GAGE:   Assigned to:  JPMorgan 
Chase Bank, National Associa-
tion.  Dated July 16, 2014 Record-
ed July 29, 2014, as Document No. 
A000398052.                
TRANSACTION AGENT:  Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, 
Inc.
TRANSACTION AGENT'S MORT-
GAGE IDENTIFICATION NUM-
BER ON MORTGAGE:  1002489-
0000006986-5
LENDER OR BROKER AND MORT-
GAGE ORIGINATOR STATED ON 
MORTGAGE:  Rescue Mortgage 
Inc., dba Mortgage Depot
RESIDENTIAL MORTGAGE SER-
VICER:  JPMorgan Chase Bank, 
National Association
MORTGAGED PROPERTY AD-
DRESS:  5248 Kenyon Road, Owa-
tonna, MN 55060
TAX PARCEL I.D. #:  100191201
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF PROP-
ERTY:
EXHIBIT “A”	
Commencing at a point in the cen-
ter of the Public Highway, For-
ty-two (42) rods North of the quar-
ter section stake between Sections 
Nineteen and Twenty (19&20), in 
Township One Hundred Eight (108) 
North, of Range Nineteen (19) 
West, running thence West Fifteen 
(15) rods; thence North Sixteen 
(16) rods; thence East Fifteen (15) 
rods to the center of said Highway; 
thence South along the center of 
said Highway Sixteen (16) rods to 
point of beginning. 
(Being in the SE 1/4 of NE 1/4 of 
Section 19-108-19).
COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY IS 
LOCATED:	 Steele
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL AMOUNT 
OF MORTGAGE:	 $146,938.00
AMOUNT DUE AND CLAIMED TO 
BE DUE AS OF DATE OF NOTICE, 
INCLUDING TAXES, IF ANY, PAID 
BY MORTGAGEE:	 $157,747.38
That prior to the commencement 
of this mortgage foreclosure pro-
ceeding Mortgagee/Assignee of 
Mortgagee complied with all notice 
requirements as required by statute; 
That no action or proceeding has 
been instituted at law or otherwise 
to recover the debt secured by said 

mortgage, or any part thereof;
PURSUANT to the power of sale 
contained in said mortgage, the 
above described property will be 
sold by the Sheriff of said county as 
follows:
DATE AND TIME OF SALE: January 
19, 2018 at 10:00 AM
PLACE OF SALE:	 Steele County 
Sheriff's Office, Law Enforcement 
Center, 204 Pearl Street East, Owa-
tonna, MN
to pay the debt then secured by 
said Mortgage, and taxes, if any, 
on said premises, and the costs 
and disbursements, including at-
torneys' fees allowed by law sub-
ject to redemption within    six (6) 
months from the date of said sale 
by the mortgagor(s), their personal 
representatives or assigns unless 
reduced to Five (5) weeks under MN 
Stat. §580.07.
TIME AND DATE TO VACATE 
PROPERTY: If the real estate is 
an owner-occupied, single-family 
dwelling, unless otherwise provided 
by law, the date on or before which 
the mortgagor(s) must vacate the 
property if the mortgage is not re-
instated under section 580.30 or 
the property is not redeemed un-
der section 580.23 is 11:59 p.m. on 
July 19, 2018, unless that date falls 
on a weekend  or legal holiday, in 
which case it is the next weekday, 
and unless the redemption period is 
reduced to 5 weeks under MN Stat. 
Secs. 580.07 or 582.032.
MORTGAGOR(S) RELEASED 
FROM FINANCIAL OBLIGATION 
ON MORTGAGE:None
"THE TIME ALLOWED BY LAW 
FOR REDEMPTION BY THE 
MORTGAGOR, THE MORTGAG-
OR'S PERSONAL REPRESEN-
TATIVES OR ASSIGNS, MAY BE 
REDUCED TO FIVE WEEKS IF A 
JUDICIAL ORDER IS ENTERED 
UNDER MINNESOTA STATUTES, 
SECTION 582.032, DETERMIN-
ING, AMONG OTHER THINGS, 
THAT THE MORTGAGED PREMIS-
ES ARE IMPROVED WITH A RES-
IDENTIAL DWELLING OF LESS 
THAN FIVE UNITS, ARE NOT 
PROPERTY USED IN AGRICUL-
TURAL PRODUCTION, AND ARE 
ABANDONED."

Dated: November 14, 2017

JPMorgan Chase Bank, 
National Association
Mortgagee/Assignee 

of Mortgagee

USSET, WEINGARDEN 
AND LIEBO, P.L.L.P.

Attorneys for Mortgagee/Assignee 
of Mortgagee

4500 Park Glen Road #300
Minneapolis, MN 55416

(952) 925-6888
30 - 17-006084 FC

THIS IS A COMMUNICATION 
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR.

11/28, 12/5, 12/12
12/19, 12/26, 1/2

17-108146
 

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE FORE-
CLOSURE SALE

 
THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION OF 
THE DEBT AND IDENTITY OF THE 
ORIGINAL CREDITOR WITHIN 
THE TIME PROVIDED BY LAW IS 
NOT AFFECTED BY THIS ACTION.
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that 
default has occurred in the con-
ditions of the following described 
mortgage:
DATE OF MORTGAGE:  June 9, 
2000
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL AMOUNT 
OF MORTGAGE:  $99,250.00
MORTGAGOR(S):  Aaron M. 
Lindekugel and Cathy A. Lindekugel 
husband and wife
MORTGAGEE:  Timberland Mort-
gage Services, Inc.
LENDER OR BROKER AND MORT-
GAGE ORIGINATOR STATED ON 
THE MORTGAGE:  Timberland 
Mortgage Services, Inc.
SERVICER:  Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.
DATE AND PLACE OF FILING: 
Filed June 12, 2000, Steele Coun-
ty Recorder, as Document Number 
282930
ASSIGNMENTS OF MORTGAGE:  
Assigned to: Wells Fargo Home 
Mortgage, Inc.  
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF PROP-
ERTY:
The East Half of Lots 1 and 2, in 
Block 3, in Dartt's Addition to the 
City of Owatonna
PROPERTY ADDRESS:  510 Vine 
St E, Owatonna, MN 55060
PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER:  17-122-0301
COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY IS 
LOCATED:  Steele
THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO BE 
DUE ON THE MORTGAGE ON THE 
DATE OF THE NOTICE:  $76,559.85
THAT all pre-foreclosure require-
ments have been complied with; 
that no action or proceeding has 
been instituted at law or otherwise 
to recover the debt secured by said 
mortgage, or any part thereof;
PURSUANT, to the power of sale 
contained in said mortgage, the 
above described property will be 
sold by the Sheriff of said county as 
follows:
DATE AND TIME OF SALE:  Janu-
ary 18, 2018, 10:00am
PLACE OF SALE:  Sheriff's Main 
Office, Law Enforcement Center, 
204 Pearl Street East, Owatonna, 
MN 55060
to pay the debt secured by said 
mortgage and taxes, if any, on said 
premises and the costs and dis-
bursements, including attorneys 
fees allowed by law, subject to re-
demption within 6 months from the 
date of said sale by the mortgagor(s) 
the personal representatives or as-
signs.
TIME AND DATE TO VACATE 
PROPERTY:  If the real estate is 

an owner-occupied, single-family 
dwelling, unless otherwise provided 
by law, the date on or before which 
the mortgagor(s) must vacate the 
property, if the mortgage is not re-
instated under section 580.30 or 
the property is not redeemed under 
section 580.23, is 11:59 p.m. on July 
18, 2018, or the next business day 
if July 18, 2018 falls on a Saturday, 
Sunday or legal holiday.
 
"THE TIME ALLOWED BY LAW 
FOR REDEMPTION BY THE 
MORTGAGOR, THE MORTGAG-
OR'S PERSONAL REPRESEN-
TATIVES OR ASSIGNS, MAY BE 
REDUCED TO FIVE WEEKS IF A 
JUDICIAL ORDER IS ENTERED 
UNDER MINNESOTA STATUTES 
SECTION 582.032 DETERMINING, 
AMONG OTHER THINGS, THAT 
THE MORTGAGED PREMISES 
ARE IMPROVED WITH A RESI-
DENTIAL DWELLING OF LESS 
THAN 5 UNITS, ARE NOT PROP-
ERTY USED FOR AGRICULTURAL 
PRODUCTION, AND ARE ABAN-
DONED.
 
 

Dated: November 21, 2017
 

Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., Successor 
by Merger to Wells Fargo Home 

Mortgage, Inc.
Assignee of Mortgagee  

 
SHAPIRO & ZIELKE, LLP

 
BY _____________________

Lawrence P. Zielke - 152559
Diane F. Mach - 273788

Melissa L. B. Porter - 0337778
Randolph W. Dawdy - 2160X

Gary J. Evers - 0134764
Tracy J. Halliday - 034610X

Attorneys for Mortgagee
Shapiro & Zielke, LLP

12550 West Frontage Road, Suite 
200

Burnsville, MN 55337
(952) 831-4060

 
THIS IS A COMMUNICATION 
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR

 
11/28, 12/5, 12/12
12/19, 12/26, 1/2

NOTICE
STATE OF MINNESOTA 
COUNTY OF STEELE

 THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
DISTRICT COURT

PROBATE DIVISION 

Court File  Number: 
74-PR-17-2111

ORDER AND NOTICE OF 
HEARING ON PETITION 
FOR PROBATE OF WILL 

AND APPOINTMENT
OF PERSONAL 

REPRESENTATIVE IN 
UNSUPERVISED 

ADMINISTRATION AND
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Estate of 
    George Tashima,     		
	 Decedent

TO ALL INTERESTED PER-
SONS AND CREDITORS:

It is Ordered and Notice is 
hereby given that on the  8th day 
of January, 2018, at 3:00 pm, a 
hearing will be held in the above 
named Court at 107 W. Main St., 
Owatonna, Minnesota, for the 
formal probate of an instrument 
purporting to be the will of the 
above named decedent, dated 
September 26, 2012, and for the 
appointment of Peggy Tashima, 
whose address is 339 2nd Ave-
nue NW, Blooming Prairie, MN 
55917 as personal representa-
tive of the estate of the above 
named decedent in unsuper-
vised administration, and that 
any objections thereto must be 
filed with the Court.  That if prop-
er, and no objections are filed, 
said personal representative will 
be appointed to administer the 
estate, to collect all assets, pay 
all legal debts, claims, taxes and 
expenses, and sell real and per-
sonal property, and do all nec-
essary acts for the estate.  Upon 
completion of the administra-
tion, the representative shall file 
a final account for the allowance 
and shall distribute the estate to 
the persons thereunto entitled 
as ordered by the Court, and 
close the estate.

Notice is further given that 
ALL CREDITORS having claims 
against said estate are required 
to present the same to said per-
sonal representative or to the 
Clerk of the Court within four 
months after the date of this no-
tice or said claims will be barred.

Joseph A. Bueltel
Judge of District Court                

11-17-2017
Dated         

Jason J. Iacovino
Attorney at Law
415 E. Main St.

Blooming Prairie, MN 55917
(507) 583-6663

Attorney Registration Number 
386770

11/28, 12/5



Michael  Bishman 
121 West Broadway St.
Owatonna, MN 55060

Phone:(507) 451-0193 • Fax: (507) 451-6640

Orrin Mortensen, Owner
* * * Over 30 Years Experience * * *

Call Anytime for an Appointment
Phone 507-256-8099 or 507-214-8099 1231 BRADY BLVD. NW • OWATONNA, MN

  507-451-0845
JACK & TRACY ELLIS (800) 310-0845
Family Owned Since 1978 FAX (507) 451-0540

ELLIS BODY 
SHOP

Open Monday & Thursday till 8 p.m.
Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday till 5 p.m.
Saturday till 3 p.m.

507-256-7258

101 North Central Ave • Geneva, MN

www.sorensonsappliance.com

2299 Austin Rd. Hwy 14 E.
Owatonna, MN 55060

(507) 451-6922
www.settesportscenter.com
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Visit all of  these advertisers from their ads on our website: www.steeledodgenews.com

Blooming Prairie
Public Utilities

(507) 583-6683
Blooming Prairie, MN

Mary
Kittleson

NFDA Certified
Pre-Planning
Consultant

• Personalized Pre-Arrangement
• PreFunding 
• Purple Cross Plans
• Continuing Care
• Grief Support Resources

418 Hwy Ave. S. • Blooming Prairie, MN
 (507) 583-7561

1180 Frontage Rd. E, 
Owatonna, MN

507-455-9551 
OwatonnaGranite.com

Out-of-Town

Business Directory
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FORECLOSURE

FORECLOSURE

17-107550
 

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

 
THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION 
OF THE DEBT AND IDENTITY 
OF THE ORIGINAL CREDITOR 
WITHIN THE TIME PROVIDED 
BY LAW IS NOT AFFECTED BY 
THIS ACTION.
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, 
that default has occurred in the 
conditions of the following de-
scribed mortgage:
DATE OF MORTGAGE:  July 15, 
2008
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL 
AMOUNT OF MORTGAGE:  
$80,300.00
MORTGAGOR(S):  Jacqueline 
J. Robinson, a single person
MORTGAGEE:  Midwest Minne-
sota Community Development 
Corporation
LENDER OR BROKER AND 
MORTGAGE ORIGINATOR 
STATED ON THE MORTGAGE:  
Midwest Minnesota Community 
Development Corporation
SERVICER:  Carrington Mort-
gage Services, LLC
DATE AND PLACE OF FIL-
ING: Filed July 16, 2008, Steele 
County Recorder, as Document 
Number A000358537
ASSIGNMENTS OF MORT-
GAGE:  Assigned to: JPMorgan 
Chase Bank, N.A.; Therefore 
assigned to Carrington Mort-
gages Services, LLC.  
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF 
PROPERTY:
Lots 15 to 26, both inclusive in 
Block 3, Clarke's Addition to the 
Village (now City) of Blooming 
Prairie, Minnesota
That part of the South Half of 7th 
Street NE (Pope Street) which 
lies S of Lot 1, Block 4, Clarke's 
Addition, North of Lot 20, Block 
3, Clarke's Addition East of the 
East line of Center Avenue (Pine 
Street) and West of the Westerly 
right of way line of State High-
ways 218 and 30 in the village 
(now City) of Blooming Prairie 
(now Vacated)
PROPERTY ADDRESS:  801 
Center Ave N, Blooming Prairie, 
MN 55917
PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER:  14-109-0315
COUNTY IN WHICH PROPER-
TY IS LOCATED:  Steele
THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO 
BE DUE ON THE MORTGAGE 
ON THE DATE OF THE NO-
TICE:  $75,131.83
THAT all pre-foreclosure re-
quirements have been complied 

with; that no action or proceed-
ing has been instituted at law or 
otherwise to recover the debt 
secured by said mortgage, or 
any part thereof;
PURSUANT, to the power of sale 
contained in said mortgage, the 
above described property will 
be sold by the Sheriff of said 
county as follows:
DATE AND TIME OF SALE:  
January 18, 2018, 10:00am
PLACE OF SALE:  Sheriff's 
Main Office, Law Enforcement 
Center, 204 Pearl Street East, 
Owatonna, MN 55060
to pay the debt secured by said 
mortgage and taxes, if any, on 
said premises and the costs 
and disbursements, including 
attorneys fees allowed by law, 
subject to redemption within 6 
months from the date of said 
sale by the mortgagor(s) the 
personal representatives or as-
signs.
 
TIME AND DATE TO VACATE 
PROPERTY:  If the real estate is 
an owner-occupied, single-fam-
ily dwelling, unless otherwise 
provided by law, the date on or 
before which the mortgagor(s) 
must vacate the property, if the 
mortgage is not reinstated under 
section 580.30 or the property 
is not redeemed under section 
580.23, is 11:59 p.m. on July 18, 
2018, or the next business day 
if July 18, 2018 falls on a Satur-
day, Sunday or legal holiday.
 
"THE TIME ALLOWED BY LAW 
FOR REDEMPTION BY THE 
MORTGAGOR, THE MORT-
GAGOR'S PERSONAL REP-
RESENTATIVES OR ASSIGNS, 
MAY BE REDUCED TO FIVE 
WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL OR-
DER IS ENTERED UNDER 
MINNESOTA STATUTES SEC-
TION 582.032 DETERMINING, 
AMONG OTHER THINGS, 
THAT THE MORTGAGED 
PREMISES ARE IMPROVED 
WITH A RESIDENTIAL DWELL-
ING OF LESS THAN 5 UNITS, 
ARE NOT PROPERTY USED 
FOR AGRICULTURAL PRO-
DUCTION, AND ARE ABAN-
DONED.
 
 

Dated: November 21, 2017
 

Carrington Mortgage 
Services, LLC

Assignee of Mortgagee  

SHAPIRO & ZIELKE, LLP
 

BY 
______________________

Lawrence P. Zielke - 152559

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION 
OF THE DEBT AND IDENTITY 
OF THE ORIGINAL CREDITOR 
WITHIN THE TIME PROVIDED 
BY LAW IS NOT AFFECTED BY 
THIS ACTION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN:  
That default has occurred in the 
conditions of the following de-
scribed mortgage:
DATE OF MORTGAGE: January 
31, 2013
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL 
AMOUNT OF MORTGAGE: 
$111,935.00
MORTGAGOR(S): Joshua L. 
Devore, a married man
MORTGAGEE: Mortgage Elec-
tronic Registration Systems, 
Inc., a Delaware corporation, as 
nominee for American Mortgage 
& Equity Consultants, Inc., a 
Minnesota corporation
DATE AND PLACE OF FILING: 
Recorded on February 4, 2013 
and memorialized upon Certifi-
cate of Title No. 18287 as Doc-
ument Number T000069878; as 
modified of record by document 
recorded on July 11, 2017 as 
Document Number T000075064 
in the Office of the County Reg-
istrar of Titles of Steele County, 
Minnesota.
ASSIGNMENTS OF MORT-
GAGE: Assigned to: Wells Far-
go Bank, N.A. by assignment re-
corded on February 12, 2015 as 
Document Number T000072247 
in the Office of the County Reg-
istrar of Titles of Steele County, 
Minnesota.
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF 
PROPERTY: Lot Four in Block 
Three in Naefke Addition to the 
City of Owatonna, Minnesota.
REGISTERED PROPERTY
STREET ADDRESS OF PROP-
ERTY: 749 SOUTH STREET, 

OWATONNA, MN 55060
COUNTY IN WHICH PROPER-
TY IS LOCATED: Steele County, 
Minnesota.
THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO 
BE DUE ON THE MORTGAGE 
ON THE DATE OF THE NO-
TICE: $99,750.80
TRANSACTION AGENT: Mort-
gage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc.
NAME OF MORTGAGE ORIG-
INATOR: American Mortgage & 
Equity Consultants, Inc., a Min-
nesota corporation
RESIDENTIAL SERVICER: 
Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.
TAX PARCEL IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER: 17-188-0304
TRANSACTION AGENT'S 
MORTGAGE IDENTI-
FICATION NUMBER: 
100867100522686755
THAT no action or proceeding 
has been instituted at law to re-
cover the debt then remaining 
secured by such mortgage, or 
any part thereof, or, if the action 
or proceeding has been institut-
ed, that the same has been dis-
continued, or that an execution 
upon the judgment rendered 
therein has been returned un-
satisfied, in whole or in part.
PURSUANT, to the power of sale 
contained in said mortgage, the 
above described property will be 
sold by the Sheriff of said county 

Diane F. Mach - 273788
Melissa L. B. Porter - 0337778

Randolph W. Dawdy - 2160X
Gary J. Evers - 0134764

Tracy J. Halliday - 034610X
Attorneys for Mortgagee

Shapiro & Zielke, LLP
12550 West Frontage Road, 

Suite 200
Burnsville, MN 55337

(952) 831-4060
 
THIS IS A COMMUNICATION 
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR

11/28, 12/5, 12/12
12/19, 12/26, 1/2

as follows:
DATE AND TIME OF SALE: Jan-
uary 16, 2018 at 10:00 AM.
PLACE OF SALE: Steele Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office, Law Enforce-
ment Center, 204 Pearl Street 
East, Owatonna, Minnesota.
to pay the debt then secured by 
said mortgage and taxes, if any 
actually paid by the mortgagee, 
on the premises and the costs 
and disbursements allowed by 
law.  The time allowed by law 
for redemption by said mortgag-
or(s), their personal represen-
tatives or assigns is twelve (12) 
months from the date of sale.
TIME AND DATE TO VACATE 
PROPERTY: Unless said mort-
gage is reinstated or the proper-
ty redeemed, or unless the time 
for redemption is reduced by 
judicial order, you must vacate 
the premises by 11:59 p.m. on 
January 16, 2019.

THE TIME ALLOWED BY LAW 
FOR REDEMPTION BY THE 
MORTGAGOR, THE MORT-
GAGOR’S PERSONAL REP-
RESENTATIVES OR ASSIGNS, 
MAY BE REDUCED TO FIVE 
WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL OR-
DER IS ENTERED UNDER 
MINNESOTA STATUTES, SEC-
TION 582.032, DETERMINING, 
AMONG OTHER THINGS, THAT 
THE MORTGAGED PREMIS-

ES ARE IMPROVED WITH A 
RESIDENTIAL DWELLING OF 
LESS THAN FIVE UNITS, ARE 
NOT PROPERTY USED IN AG-
RICULTURAL PRODUCTION, 
AND ARE ABANDONED.

MORTGAGOR(S) RELEASED 
FROM FINANCIAL OBLIGA-
TION ON MORTGAGE: None

Dated: November 21, 2017

WELLS FARGO BANK, 
N.A. Mortgagee

THE ACADEMY LAW GROUP, 
P.A.

By:           	     /s/
	

Rebecca F. Schiller, Esq.
N. Kibongni Fondungallah, Esq.

*Samuel R. Coleman, Esq.*
Corbin C. Smith, Esq.

Attorneys for Mortgagee
The Academy 

Professional Building
25 Dale Street North

St. Paul, MN 55102
(651) 209-9760
(17-1219-FC01)

THIS IS A COMMUNICATION 
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR.

11/28, 12/5, 12/12
12/19, 12/26, 1/2

A high-five for the sheriff

STAFF PHOTO: RICK BUSSLER
Steele County Sheriff Lon Thiele received warm greetings from students at Wilson Elementary 
School in Owatonna Nov. 17. The sheriff appeared at the school to administer the oath of office 
to all the school patrol members. Thiele attended Wilson as a child. 
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3-WEEK SPECIAL: $32
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REACH OVER 17,000 IN 
OVER 12 COMMUNITIES
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Cleary Building Corp.

MINI STORAGE
New Building

Large Units Now Available

10 x 24....$70.00/month

Weekday hours:

8-12:00 & 1-5 p.m.
Saturday hours:

8-12:00

Excellent Location
At Cleary Building Corp.

702 7th St. Circle SE
Kasson, MN

(507)634-6640
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PLEASE READ CAREFULLY • SUBMIT CORRECTIONS ONLINE

Now Hiring:

Facility Activity Director
Stewartville Care Center is seeking an Activity Director to oversee the facility 

recreational programs; which includes Care Center, Assisted Living, and Market 
Rate Housing. The successful applicant will be licensed or registered as a 

therapeutic recreational specialist or have two years of experience in a social or 
recreational program within the last five years, one of which was full-time in a 

patient activities program in a health care setting or licensed as an occupational 
therapist or occupational therapy assistant. 

Please send resume to:
Stewartville Care Center Attn: Administrator 120 Fourth Street NE, 

Stewartville MN. 55976.  
Can also apply online at: www.stewartvillecarecenter.com  
or email resume to: kschwartz@stewartvillecarecenter.com

Affirmative Action Employer

$5,000  Sign On Bonus!!

Stewartville Care Center is 
seeking a full time 

Activity Aide
Overall expectation is to work 
toward meeting our residents’ 
emotional, spiritual and social 

needs by leading and assisting 
with our activity program. 

Candidate will also conduct 
1-1 visits with the residents of 

Stewartville Care Center.
Stop by the facility to 

complete an application, 
apply online at:

stewartvillecarecenter.com 
or send an email of interest to 

Kari Schwartz at 
kschwartz@stewartvillecarecenter.com

120 4th ST NE, Stewartville, MN
Affirmative Action Employer

Now Hiring:
RNs, LPNs 

& CNAs
$1,000 Sign On Bonus

Day & evening shifts 
Full & part-time hours

Work every other weekend and 
holiday; flexible schedules

Scholarship program including: 
Tuition, books, mileage, childcare 

while in school. Group health 
insurance and group dental insurance.
If interested, apply online at: 
stewartvillecarecenter.com 

or email resumé to 
Kari Schwartz at 

kschwartz@stewartvillecarecenter.com
120 4th ST NE, Stewartville, MN

Affirmative Action Employer

• Dietary Aide (AM shift)
64 hours/pay period

• Cook (PM shift)
72 hours/pay period

Please stop in and apply 
or go to our website:

www.stewartvillecarecenter.com 
or email a resumé to 

Kari Schwartz at 
kschwartz@stewartvillecarecenter.com
120 4th ST NE, Stewartville, MN

Affirmative Action Employer

Now Hiring:

Home 
Health 
Aides 

Part-time 
(day, evenings & nights)

Work every other weekend and 
holiday; flexible schedules

If interested, apply online at: 
stewartvillecarecenter.com 

or email resumé to 
Kari Schwartz at 

kschwartz@stewartvillecarecenter.com

120 4th ST NE, Stewartville, MN
Affirmative Action Employer

RDM OF MINNESOTA 
IS SEEKING A PART-TIME 
EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT

Pay based 
on experience 

and 
capabilities.

Please send resume to 
receptionist@rdmofmncom

ELLENDALE MUNICIPAL
LIQUOR STORE 

HIRING
Part-time Bartender. 

Must be available nights and weekends. 

Starting Pay is $12.00 per hour

Full job description and application can be 
obtained at Municipal Liquor Store

ELLENDALE MUNICIPAL
LIQUOR STORE 

HIRING
Part-time Cook. 

Must be available nights and weekends. 

Starting Pay is $11.20 per hour

Full job description and application can be 
obtained at Municipal Liquor Store

CDL driver over the road dryer van. 
Driver benefits included. Paid holidays, 
vacation pay, and 401K health plan.

Krueger Trucking
Austin, MN
1-800-634-3317

                                     Week of November 26, 2017             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

FULL TIME 
TRAVELING OPPORTUNITY 

Includes meal allowance, paid lodging, 
health/dental, 401(k) & paid time off. 
60-80 hours/week, $13-$15/hour starting 
wages. Railroad Vegetation Control. Posi-
tion starts January 2018. RAW, Inc. in Coo-
perstown, ND. www.rawapplicators.com 
888/700.0292 info@rawapplicators.com

CHRISTMAS CASH 
Motorcycles Wanted. 1960s-1970s 
models, 2 stroke & 4 stroke. No 
mopeds please. Call: 612/720-2142

A PLACE FOR MOM 
The nation’s largest senior living 
referral service. Contact our trusted, 
local experts today! Our service is 
free/no obligation. Call 844/347-2104

STOP OVERPAYING 
FOR YOUR PRESCRIPTIONS! 

Save! Call our licensed Canadian & Inter-
national pharmacy, compare prices & get 
$25.00 OFF your fi rst prescription! Call 
877/210-2257 Promo Code: CDC201725

DONATE YOUR CAR 
truck or boat to Heritage For The 
Blind. Free 3-day vacation, tax 
deductible, free towing, all 
paperwork taken care of 800/439-1735

DISH NETWORK 
190+ channels. Free install. Free 
hopper HD-DVR. $49.99/month 
(24 mos.) Add high speed inter-
net - $14.95 (where avail.) Call to-
day & save 25%! 855/562-4309

GOT KNEE PAIN? 
Back Pain? Shoulder Pain? Get a 
pain-relieving brace - little or no 
cost to you. Medicare patients call 
health hotline now! 800/755-6807

MISCELLANEOUSEMPLOYMENT WANTED TO BUY

MISCELLANEOUS

SAVE MONEY!
Call your local newspaper 

or MNA 800-279-2979
to fi nd out how you can save 

money by placing your 
advertisement here!

FOR SALE
If you or a loved one have 
taken Xarelto and suffered 
any serious side effects, call 
507-573-4430 to speak with 
a lawyer. You may be entitled 
to compensation.  tfc
GRAB AND GO BOKAYS for 
$9.99. Free Delivery, in town, 
Owatonna. Call for delivery 
507-451-7673. cedarfloralde-
signstudio.com email: cedar-
floral.com The right arrange-
ment for all occasions.  1tfc
2012 Artic Cat XF 1100 Lim-
ited edition snow pro, color 
white/orange/black, custom 
bumper, windshield bag, 
tunnel bag, 2873 miles, 
new sport cover. Like new 
$5,500.00. Serious buyers 
only: 507-273-4361.  44tfc
Remington 12 gauge 1187 
Premier Combo, deer and 
bird barrel. For info call 507-
634-7097. Asking $850.00. 
   48,49c;50nc
2013 Ford Escape SEL 
$13,600. Ecoboost 4WD, 
power driver’s seat, heated 
front, new tires, 82,000 miles, 
mostly highway; 24MPG, 
dealer maintained. Call 507-
273-0559. 49-50p,51nc

GARAGE SALE
HUGE CHRISTMAS SALE! 
Sat., Dec. 2 Noon-5 p.m. 50% 
off house items and 25% off 
consignment items! Lots of 
great Christmas gift ideas, 
decorations and more! Also, 
$1.00 tables w/new items. 
Dano’s Consignment Store, 
32 E. Main St., Dodge Center 
(next to Harold’s Club). 50p
Moving sale, 214 E. Main St., 
Hayfield. Fri. & Sat., Dec. 8 
& 9, Noon - 7 p.m. EVERY-
THING MUST GO!  Make of-
fers. Furniture, tons of Avon, 
bedding sets, all season’s 
holiday decorations, china 
hutch glassware collectibles, 
jewelry and much more. 
 50,51p
314 1st St. NE, Kasson: In-
side. Fri. & Sat. Garage/
Moving sale (make offers). 4’ 
x 7’ (2) piece hutch, 30 1/2” 
cement girl golf statue, met-
al detector, eagles, horse 
& wagon collections; 1939 
John Deere model ‘B’ 1/8 
scale, pole bird feeders, mir-
rors, tools, collectibles, big 
set of dishes, sewing cab-
inets, Xmas lights & much 
more. 49,50,51nc

WANTED
Crop land to rent. Paul & 
David Stanton Farms are 
looking to expand existing 
corn and soybean operation 
in Hayfield and surround-
ing area. Call Paul Stan-
ton at 507-951-0914 or Da-
vid Stanton 507-951-0915. 
  46tfc
Crop land to rent, sharecrop, 
or custom farm. Shamrock 
Farms: call Tim at 507-259-
1169. 47tfc

STUDENT EMPLOYMENT
Caleb’s Pet Sitting, Cats & 
Dogs, please call me at 507- 
634 -7907.  33tfc

SERVICES
HAMM’S WELDING - All 
types, aluminum, stainless 
steel, cast iron, fabrication 
work and repairs. HAMM’S 
WELDING, 528-2524, rural 
Claremont.  9tfc
Dodge County Printing, wed-
ding invitations, bumper 
stick ers, graduation invita-
tions, pens, can holders, 
letter heads, envelopes, 
business cards, carbon-less 
forms, computer stationery. 
Ask about other items avail-
able, 507-634-2661.  33tfp
Have you taken lnvokana and 
suffered any serious side ef-
fects? Call 507-573-4551 to 
speak with a lawyer. You may 
be entitled to compensation.  
 tfc

FOR RENT
Apartments for rent, 1, 2 & 
3 BR, gas & elec. Included. 
507-273-7386.  44tfc
Hayfield, 1 BR apt, laundry 
on-site, off street parking, 
heat included, must be 62+ 
or handicapped/disabled, 
rent based on income, Equal 
Housing Opportunity, Call 
507-477-2316  42tfc 
KASSON, 1 BR apt, laundry 
on-site, off street parking, 
heat included, must be 62+ 
or handicapped/disabled, 
rent based on income, equal 
housing opportunity, call 507-
634-4188.  42tfc
IMMEDIATE OPENINGS! 1bd 
smoke free apt in Kasson for 
62+ disabled persons. Pets  
allowed with $300 depos-
it. Month to month leases & 
deposit payment plans/ 507-
398-6027 or 507-451-8524 
www.lifestyleinc.net tdd 507-
451-0704 Equal Housing Op-
portunity.  47-48p; 49nc, 50c
FOR RENT: Bedroom, bath-
room, & TV Room. In Kas-
son, female only. References 
required. Call 603-1196 be-
tween 5pm-7pm.  48,49,50p

Classifieds 
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Four days of activities, events and 
festivities all around Owatonna kicks off 
on Nov. 30 with the Best Holiday Lighted 
Parade. 

This year, there are 45 lighted and 
Christmas decorated floats and vehicles 
making the trip down North Cedar Ave. 
from Front Street then around Central 
Park on West and East Park Square in 
Owatonna. 

The Lighted Holiday Parade steps off 
at 6 p.m. Businesses, service groups 
and organizations are welcome to be 
participants in the free parade. Check in 
and line up is on Front St. at 5 p.m. 

The floats will be decorated with lights 
and/or holiday decorations from bows 
and wreaths to battery operated light 
packs. Last year, 36 participants stepped 
off to a crowd of over 2,000 lined up along 
the route. 

Santa and Mrs. Clause will bring 
up the end of the parade and arrive 
at Central Park for the Central Park 

lighting ceremony. Greg Krueger, former 
shopkeeper at St. Clair’s and current 
county commissioner, is our honorary 
quest and will flip on the lights at Central 
Park. To round out the evening, the OHS 
Carolers will perform near the Central 
Park Band Shell. 

Owatonna, get your twinkle on step 
off with the parade and be a part of our 
awesome 11th annual community parade 
celebration! How can I be involved if I 
don’t have a float? Bundle up and cheer 
it on. Be a part of “Voted Best Holiday 
Lighted Parade” with a couple of friends 
and have some winter fun. Warm your 
hands by the burn barrels in Central Park 
and sip some hot cider, pop in the open 
stores and stop over to the Chili Supper 
at First Baptist to warm up. 

See you there. Let the celebrating 
begin! 

Look for posters and brochures 
around town listing community festivities 
throughout the weekend and December.

1-507-451-6080
137 WEST BROADWAY ST, OWATONNA

AMERICAN LEGION CLUB

419 N CEDAR AVENUE  •  OWATONNA, MN

507-451-7710

110 W Broadway St, Owatonna (507) 451-3460

507-455-1170 
111 Cedar Avenue North • Owatonna

w w w. c e d a r t r av e l . n e t

Smith, Tollefson, Rahrick & Cass
Call for a Consultation: 507-451-6540

108 west Park Square | Suite A | Owatonna

Experienced Attorneys 
& Personal Service

208 Cedar Ave • Owatonna
5 0 7 - 4 5 1 - 4 9 6 6

There’s no better 
holiday gift…

…than an evening
at Chanhassen!

Available in any
amount and good forever!

952.934.1525 • 800.362.3515
ChanhassenDT.com  

Nov2017-Trade2x74C-Gift.qxp_Layout 1  11/14/17  12:31 PM  Page 1

Searching for 
hospitality this 
holiday season while 
celebrating cultural 
traditions from 
around the world.

Artistic Directors Gaylene Steckelberg and Kathy Purdie
Casting Consultant Sue Schroeder | Music Director Bev Cashman

NOVEMBER 30 & DECEMBER 1 & 2 @ 7:30 p.m.
DECEMBER 3, 2017 @ 2 p.m.

BOX OFFICE HOURS: M-W: 4-6:30 p.m. | TH: 4-7:30 p.m. | F: 4-7:30 p.m.
SA: 5:30-7:30 p.m. | SU: 12:30-2 p.m. | 507-451-0764

LittleTheatreofOwatonna.org | LTO Box Office Opens November 27

SNAPSHOTS
PRESENTS

MEMORIES • MOMENTS • MUSIC

FAMILY FRIENDLY

OVER 13 UNIQUE PERFORMANCES

REENACTMENTS • DANCERS • VOCALISTS • CHOIR • STORYTELLERS • MAGIC

Christmas Truce during World War I.
“It will be very heartwarming and heart felt,” 

Purdie said. “With Veteran’s Day just having 
when here, it’s just a really nice time of the year to 
remember [veterans] and what they have done for 
our country.”

Other performances include a Hispanic 
explanation and portrayal including angel dancers 
of the Quinceañera celebrating 15-year-old girls; an 
informative personal storytelling by a local Somali 
woman and the national dance of Venezuela.

“They have their own celebrations and their 
own traditions and they are very excited to be 
part of the Owatonna community and share some 
of that with us,” co-Artistic Director Gaylene 
Steckelberg said. “They’re people we see on the 
streets and our friends who have came from other 
countries and have now made Owatonna home. It 
gives us a chance to peek into their lives a little bit 

and see just how similar we all are.”
Storytelling, both poignant and humorous as 

well as magic round out this special family-friendly 
experience. 

“It’s unique because we started with nothing, 
except an idea,” Steckelberg said. “After we had 
some characters and some acts, we had to figure 
out how we were going to string this all together. 
So, we had to devised the script.”

Steckelberg said next they had to figure out how 
they were going to stage the performance.

“Normally when you do a play, the book comes 
with all the directions about how you stage it and 
who the characters are and how you should dress 
them,” she said. “We had to figure all of that out 
along the way. It’s been a real cooperative and 
creative effort.”

Tickets are available at www.
LittleTheatreOwatonna.com or at the theatre’s 
box office starting Nov. 27. The box office can be 
reached at 507-451-0764.

THEATRE: Owatonna’s unique holiday experience

very far, to many states, many people.”
TZD honored the Hansens for their commitment to traffic 

safety. 
It’s important to promote awareness of such tragedies in 

order to try and prevent others, Dodge Center Ambulance 
director Jared Oscarson said. “I think the more people are 
aware, the more responsible they’ll be,” he said, “and it puts it on 
the forefront of people’s minds to do the right thing, make good 
decisions and be responsible with operating vehicles, and safe 
and responsible in consuming beverages and things like that.

“And beyond this it 
goes to texting, distracted 
driving—all those things,” 
Oscarson noted. “The goal 
is to get everybody home at 
night to their families and 
friends, and really have a 
safe community.”

The dedication of the 
crash car served as a 
kickoff to the holiday DWI 
enforcement period, which 
runs through Dec. 30. The 
campaign involves law 

enforcement agencies all over the state working overtime shifts 
to nab drunk drivers.

“Combining education and enforcement, along with 
empowering the public to speak up about lining up a sober ride, 
will help us stop drunk driving-related crashes before they 
happen,” said Sgt. Troy Christianson of the State Patrol. 

Included in the beefed up enforcement will be officers from 
Owatonna Police, the State Patrol and sheriff’s offices from 
Steele and Dodge counties. 

Choices to drive drunk have contributed to 27 deaths on 
Minnesota roads from the day before Thanksgiving through 
Dec. 30 in the last five years, according to TZD. 

“As the holidays approach, it’s a time of excited anticipation 
for many Minnesotans,” said Jason Petterson of Owatonna 
Police. “Sadly, for too many other Minnesotans, the holidays are 
a painful reminder that their loved one is no longer with them. 
A drunk driver took their life or their loved one decided to drive 
impaired. Please celebrate wisely over the holidays, speak up to 

prevent a tragedy and always plan a sober ride.”
Over the past five years, nearly 13,000 motorists have been 

arrested for DWI between Nov. 22-Dec. 30. Last year, 2,136 
drivers were taken off the roadways during the holiday period.

TZD recommends motorists plan for a safe ride, speak up 
and offer to be a designated driver, buckle up and report drunk 
drivers to 911. 

Parents of Kaitlyn Hansen know they will never get her back. 
But they are hoping images of their daughter’s mangled vehicle 
will help save someone else’s life.

FROM PAGE C1

FROM PAGE C1

STAFF PHOTO: DENNIS MARSHALL
Cast members practiced last week for Snapshots: Memories, Moments, Music, which will 
take center stage at the Little Theatre in Owatonna this weekend. The play includes several 
different acts including a solemn portrayal of the 1914 Christmas Truce during World War I.

“The goal is to get 
everybody home at 

night to their families and 
friends, and really have a 

safe community.”

Jared Oscarson
Dodge Center Ambulance Director

DWI: Crash car dedication

holiday lighted parade

Sponsored by these local businesses ...
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OWATONNA 48, MANKATO EAST 0

For the second straight game the Owaton-

na defense stole the show by allowing just 

150 yards of total offense to the Mankato 

East Cougars. The No. 2 ranked Huskies 

rolled to their fifth straight win.

OWATONNA 46, ROCHESTER CENTURY 7

Williamson played like a man possessed 

and rushed for a incredible 343 yards and 

four touchdowns. It was his sixth straight 

game eclipsing the 100-yard mark. 

NORTHFIELD 21, OWATONNA 17

The Northfield Raiders handed the Hus-

kies their lone loss of the season and 

erased an 10-0 halftime deficit. Senior 

wide receiver Noah Budach caught 11 

passes for a season-high 153 yards, includ-

ing a 48-yard touchdown. 

OWATONNA 49, NEW PRAGUE 0

Owatonna bounced back by dismantling 

the New Prague Trojans. The Huskies’ 

defense registered their third shutout of 

the year and allowed in 168 yards in the 

team’s regular season finale.

POSTSEASON

Section Semifinals
OWATONNA 62, AUSTIN 41

The Huskies slowly pulled away from 

the Austin Packers in the second half to 

win by three touchdowns. The Owatonna 

offense racked up 546 yards.

Section Finals
OWATONNA 37, ROCHESTER CENTURY 0

The Huskies won their fourth Section 

1-5A title in six years. The Owatonna 

defense held Century’s offense to just 28 

rushing and 80 passing yards.

State Quarterfinals
OWATONNA 59, MAHTOMEDI 34

The Huskies crushed Mahtomedi and 

advanced to the state semifinals for the 

second consecutive season. Williamson 

starred for Owatonna by carrying the ball 

34 times for 262 yards and an astonishing 

seven touchdown.

State Semifinals
OWATONNA 56, BRAINERD 28

Not to be outdone, Havelka matched Wil-

liamson’s touchdown total from the week 

before by tossing seven of this own. Senior 

wide receivers Dalton Kubista and Alex 

Raichle each caught three touchdown 

passes and the Huskies advanced to the 

state finals.

OWATONNA 61, FARIBAULT 0
Owatonna started the season with an 
offense explosion against the Faribault 
Falcons in their season opener. The 
Huskies recorded 337 yards of offense 
and led 54-0 at halftime before resting 
many of their starters in the second 
half.

OWATONNA 46, ROCHESTER MAYO 7
The Huskies scored 19 points in the sec-
ond quarter after was scored was dead-
locked 7-7 after the first quarter. Senior 
quarterback Abe Havelka led Owaton-
na by passing for five touchdowns.

OWATONNA 70, AUSTIN 36
It wasn’t the prettiest game, but 
the Huskies’ offense continued 
to light up the scoreboard. 
Junior 
running 
back Jason 
Williamson 
recorded seven total 
touchdowns and 
rushed for 210 yards 
in the Huskies’ domi-
nating win. 

OWATONNA 42, 
ROCHESTER JOHN MARSHALL 6
Owatonna’s offense and defensive line 
controlling the line of scrimmage made 
the difference against the Rochester 
John Marshall Rockets. Senior Tucker 
Alstead hauled in two interceptions to 
pace the Huskies’ defense, which forced 
an additional three fumbles in another 
lopsided victory. 

Owatonna 
Season 
Recap
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BY DENNIS MARSHALL
SPORTS EDITOR

It was a dominant ending to 
a historic season for the 2017 
Owatonna Huskies, defeating 

Elk River 63-26 in the Class 
5A state championship 
game Saturday at U.S. Bank 
Stadium.

Owatonna scored 42 
unanswered points after 
trailing 14-7 early in the 
second quarter. The Huskies 

finished the year 12-1.
“We played exceedingly 

well,” Owatonna coach Jeff 
Williams said. “It didn’t 
surprise me because we 
defensed them very well last 
year, but to be able to put up 63 
points against a team that is as 
talented as Elk River is pretty 
gratifying.”

“They’re a great bunch of 
kids to work with,” Williams 
continued. “I’m really happy 
for them and what they have 
been able to accomplish. They 
have an awful lot to be proud 
of.” 

The Huskies found some 
redemption after falling to 
the Elks, 19-7, in the state 
semifinals a season ago.

“They were probably 
the team that we had in our 
sights all year,” Williams 

said. “During the course of 
the season we kind of tracked 
their scores and I know they 
tracked ours. 

“I had periodic 
conversations with their 
coach,” he continued. “I think 
we kind of suspected that if 
things went according to form 
and everybody took care of 
business we would see each 
other in the championship 
game.”

Elk River started the game 
with the ball, but the stingy 
Owatonna defense quickly 
forced the Elks to punt.

Senior Logan Starkson said 
Owatonna’s defense wanted to 
play more physical Saturday 
than they did in their previous 
meeting with Elk River.

“The more physicality 
we bring the better chance 
we have to shut down their 
drives,” he said. “I think we 
really brought the physicality 
starting with that first drive 
when we shut them out.”

The Huskies marched down 

the field 67 yards in four plays. 
Junior running back Jason 
Williamson made his first of 
many highlight plays when 
he dashed into the endzone 
on a 33-yard run with eight 
minutes and two seconds 
remaining in first quarter.

Elk River answered with 
a long meticulous drive of its 
own on the next possession by 
going 75 yards in 11 plays and 
scoring on a 1-yard touchdown 
run by junior fullback Arik 
Nordenstrom. The Elks’ 
2-point conversion failed after 
a pass bounced off of an Elk 
River receiver’s hands in the 
endzone.

The Elks attempted and 
nearly recovered an onside 
kick attempt, but after 
bobbling the ball all the way 
back to their own 11-yard 
line, the Huskies recovered. 
However, Owatonna’s offense 
couldn’t establish any rhythm 
and punted after going three-
and-out. Elk River three plays 
later when junior running 

back Adam Nelson carried up 
the middle and rumbled in for 
a 39-yard touchdown. The Elks 
took a 14-7 advantage after 
senior running back Sherrod 
Kpahn ran in the 2-point 
attempt.

Elk River tried another 
onside kick, but Williamson 
caught the ball off and a 
bounce and proceeded 
to sprint 67 yards for an 
Owatonna touchdown that 
tied the game 14-14.

“It’s really awesome having 
[Williamson} as a teammate,” 
senior wide receiver Noah 
Budach said. “He just brings 
so much to the table and 
makes it so hard for defenses 
to game plan. It’s really nice 
to have him on our team and 
to be able to just sit back and 
watch him do his thing. He’s a 
really special player.”

It appeared that Nelson 
would return the ensuing 
kickoff for a touchdown, but 
a Husky defender forced him 
out of bounds at Owatonna’s 
45-yard line after a 54-yard 
return.

Owatonna’s defense made 
the necessary adjustments 
and forced Elk River into a 
fourth-and-3, which the Elks 
opted to go for, but Owatonna 
senior defensive back Alex 
Raichle was the first of a 
plethora Husky defensemen 
to meet Kpahn near the line 
of scrimmage and force a 
turnover on down.

The Huskies’ regained 
the lead for good on their 
next drive, which covered 64 
yards in six plays and was 
finished off by who else than 
the playmaking Williams on a 
9-yard touchdown run to take 
the lead for good.

During the drive Owatonna 
senior could barely get a pass 
off as he was being brought 
down the turf, but he somehow 
found Williamson at the final 
moment for 13-yard gain.

“That’s how we drew that 

507- 413 - 0819 •  160 26th St. N.W. • Owatonna • www.plazamorena.com

Bring this in for

your next meal!
10% off

Not Valid with any other offer • Expires: Dec. 31, 2017

You crushed 
it this season Huskies!

Congratulations Huskies 
From your Owatonna Hy-Vee!

451-0138 •  1620 S Cedar Ave, Owatonna

www.kappysauto.com
kappysauto@gmail.com

Charlie Kaplan
507-451-8989

Go Huskies!
Go Huskies!

1150 Hoffman Drive • Owatonna
www.cartimeofowatonna.com

507-774-9533

Way to go Huskies!

  507.451.3710
121 OAKDALE ST. • OWATONNA

Up to 24 months 
interest free Financing  
on qualified purchase

Congrats to the state 
champion Huskies!

Huskies claim State 5A title by knocking off defending champ Elk River

STAFF PHOTO: RICK BUSSLER
Tucker Alstead (2) outruns an Elk River defender to score a touchdown in the State Championship game. He marched into the end zone while holding up a no. 1 with his finger. 

SEE HUSKIES, D6

O, THE BEST
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3700 Frontage Road W., Owatonna  |  507-774-7800 410 S Main St,, Stewartville  |  507- 533-4255

House Chevrolet extends a special congrats to the Huskies on winning State Champion! 

We’re proud to serve Huskie country with all your new vehicle needs!

We’re proud to call you the BEST in Minnesota!

#1	 Noah Budach, WR/DB
#2	 Tucker Alstead, QB/DB
#3	 Abe Havelka, QB/OLB 
#4	 Alex Raichle, WR/DB
#5	 Matt Segler, WR/DB
#6	 Sol Havelka, QB
#7	 Matt Williams, WR/DB
#8	 Trevor Schroeder, WR/DB
#9	 Cole Deason, WR/DB
#10	 Owen Koslosky, WR/LB

#11	 Ben Zappa, QB/DB
#12	 Parker Westphal, WR/DB
#13	 Jake Miller, WR/DB
#14	 Mason Rhoades, WR/DB
#15	 Noah Brandt, WR/DB 
#19	 David Keller, K 
#20	 Dawson Leer, WR/LB
#21	 Zach Mensink, FB/LB
#22	 Jason Williamson, RB/DB
#23	 Ethan Walter, RB/DB

#24	 Jay Schuster, RB/LB
#25	 Cole Rocha, FB/LB
#26	 Mitch Wiese, FB/LB
#27	 Jacob McMains, WR/LB
#28	 Isaac Gefre, FB/LB
#29	 Adnan Abdullahi, WR/DB
#30	 Zander Johnson, FB/LB
#31	 Davein Rodgers, RB 
#32	 Taylor Hall, RB/DB
#33	 Parker Holton, FB/LB

#34	 Josh Nelson, K
#36	 Eli Tellijohn, TE/LB
#42	 Karson Madole, TE/LB
#44	 Mason Oland, RB/LB
#50	 Kade Serbus, OL/DL 
#52	 Brock Stephenson, OL/DL
#53	 Nick Staska, OL/LB
#55	 Dylan Meier, OL/DL
#58	 Isaiah Noeldner, OL/DL 
#61	 Joe Edel, OL/DL 

#62	 Spencer Steckelberg, OL/DL 
#63	 Zach Wiese, OL/DL 
#64	 Cade Gasner, OL/DL 
#65	 Joseph Stransky, OL/DL 
#66	 Andy Jensen, OL/DL 
#69	 Ben Brownewell, OL/DL 
#70	 Brody Veach, OL/DL 
#71	 Ethan Rohman, OL/DL 
#73	 Terrell Conner, OL/DL 
#74	 Ray Deml, OL/DL 

#75	 Chris Lewis, OT/DL 
#78	 Kadyn Mulert, OL/DL 
#80	 Isaac Oppegard, WR/DB
#81	 Brady Schuster, TE/LB
#82	 Nolan Malo, WR/DB
#83	 Carson DeKam, TE/LB
#84	 Said Abdullahi, WR/DB
#85	 Brandon Schmidt, TE/LB
#86	 Logan Starkson, TE/LB
#87	 Ryan Good, TE/LB
#88	 Dalton Kubista, WR/DB

ASSISTANT COACHES
Marc Achterkirch,  

Mark Clauson, Jerry Eggermont, 
Eric Johnson, David Lassahn, 

Doug Maine, Kyle Melcher,  
Seth Muir, Steve Noasconi,  

Matt Skala, Nate Skala,  
Delles Solie, Kevin Stelter,  

Neil Thompson, Dean Walters, 
Doug Wanous, Marc Wiese,  
Adam Woitalla, Steve Zappa

HEAD COACH
Jeff Williams

STUDENT MANAGERS
Lexi Falken, 

Hannah Fisher,  
Macy Hanson, 
Kenzie Karsten

MASCOT
Jaelyn Slack 

CHEERLEADERS
Olivia Ahlberg,  

Genesis Beascochea,  
Kiera Hosteller, Alexis Hudson, 
Alivia Kubista, Abby Leemkuil,  

Lily Redman, Bianca St. Dennis, 
Jaci Stenzel, Naria Stenzel, 

Madilyn Trupe, Angela Wishy, 
Jazmine Zapata, Lorena Zapata, 

Hunter Zempel, Emma Zinsli, 
COACH Mara Oien 

CONGRATULATIONS

HUSKIES
O W A T O N N A
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STAFF PHOTO: RICK BUSSLER    DESIGN BY: NICHELLE FRANZEN 



up,” Havelka joked 
during the welcome home 
at the Owatonna High 
School Auditorium. “No, but 
[Williamson] is a smart player 
and he knew where to be and 
I just threw it to him as I was 
going down.”

Elk River moved the ball 
with some success on the 
following drive, but Owatonna 
senior linebacker Cole Rocha 
delivered a jarring blow to an 
Elks’ ball carrier to force a 
fumble that Raichle recovered 
at the Huskies’ 48-yard line.

Havelka muscled a 
designed quarterback run into 
the endzone from 5 yards out 
to give Owatonna a 28-14 lead 
with 1:01 left until halftime.

The Huskies started the 
opening drive of second half 
near midfield after a nice kick 
return by Budach. Havelka 
connected with Raichle on 
quick 17-yard strike to move 
Owatonna in Elk River 
territory and Williamson 
broke free for a 43-yard 
touchdown run on the next 
play.

Then, Owatonna senior 
safety Parker Westphal forced 
a fumble on the Elks’ first 

offensive play on the second 
half, that fellow senior safety 
Tucker Alstead scooped off 
the turf and returned for a 
touchdown. The defensive 
score gave the Huskies a 
commanding 42-14 advantage 
just 64 seconds into the second 
half.

Each teams defense 
settled in and Elk River and 
Owatonna took turns going 
three-and-out on the next 
three drives.

Williamson rushed for a 
9-yard touchdown near the 
end of the third quarter to 
give the Huskies a seemingly 
insurmountable 49-14 lead.

To Elk River’s credit, 
they refused to quit and 
Nelson broke of an Owatonna 
defender’s grip and streaked 
down the field for 79-yard 
touchdown on the Elks’ 
ensuing possession.

Williamson tied the Prep 
Bowl record for touchdown in 
a game on the Huskies’ next 
drive when he leaped over an 
Elks’ defender and into the 
endzone on a 5-yard scamper 
for sixth touchdown of the day. 

Elk River senior 
quarterback Mitch Stroh 
connected with senior tight 
end Devon Garrison in the 
right corner of endzone to 

make the score 56-26 with 4:45 
left in the fourth quarter.

Owatonna scored the final 
touchdown on the game when 
Havelka threw a backwards 
pass to Budach, who then 
rushed for 53 yards into the 
endzone.

“It was late in the game and 
we were up by a lot,” Budach 
said. “I expected us to keep the 
ball on the ground and run out 
the clock. [Havelka] faked the 
handoff and it looked like he 
was going to keep it himself. 
I don’t know what he saw, but 
all of a sudden he just flung 
the ball out to me.

“I had good perimeter 
blocking, I was able to make 
one guy miss and then just 
ran it the rest of the way,” he 
continued. “It was still sweet 
to be able to score like that in 
such a big game, even though 
it didn’t matter. It was still a 
cool experience.”

Williams said he wasn’t 
surprised by the offensive 
explosion by Huskies because 
they averaged 50.5 points per 
game this season.

“That’s unheard of,” 
Williams said. “I think our old 
record was like 38 or 39 [points 
per game].”

“We have been scoring 
some points, but you don’t 

really expect to continue 
to do that [at that pace] the 
further you get into the state 
playoffs,” he continued. “You 
are supposed to be seeing 
the best teams in the state of 
Minnesota and I know that we 
did, but it just shows how well 
our offense was clicking by the 
end of the season.”

Williamson finished the 
game with 23 carries for 213 
yards and five touchdowns. 
He also had three receptions 
for 54 yards and a 67-yard kick 
return for a touchdown.

“Jason Williamson 
was unreal in the state 
championship,” Budach said. 
“He really had a great a game 
for us. He’s been unreal all 
season.”

Havelka completed 11-of-15 
pass attempts for 138 yards 
and rushed four times for 19 
yards. Budach finished the 
game with four catches for 
47 yards and carried the ball 
three times for 66 yards and 
touchdown. Raichle hauled in 
three receptions for 37 yards. 

Rocha lead the Huskies on 

defense with 15 total tackles 
and forced fumble. Starkson 
and Alstead were the next 
leading tacklers with 12 and 
nine, respectively.

“[We’ll] enjoy it for at least a 
couple of days,” Williams said. 
“I think we open at Faribault 
on Labor Day weekend 2018. 
So it won’t be too long before 
we start thinking about that. 
That’s the nature of a coaches’ 
life, you don’t sit around and 
enjoy things for very long, but 
it is nice to win the last game 
of year.”
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108 West Park Square • Owatonna 

State 5A Champs. 
We are so proud of you!

For more information about the Owatonna Foundation, or to make a donation, 
contact Laura Resler at 455-2995 or www.owatonnafoundation.org

831 S. Oak Ave, Owatonna • Grocery - 507-451-1550   Meat - 507-451-0071

Sweet revenge… 
way to rock Elk River for the state title!

1830 S Cedar Ave 
Owatonna
(507) 444-9490

w w w . e l t e q u i l a r e s t a u r a n t . c o m

Proud of our Huskies!

685 West Bridge • Suite #8 • Owatonna
507-451-0301 www.paffrathjewelers.com

Way to go Huskies!

215 Cedardale Dr. SE • Owatonna
507-451-3424

Great Job Huskies

To Love, to Honor,  
toRemember

Telling Your 
Story in Stone

•  Full Line of Granite and Bronze Memorials
• Custom Laser Etchings
•  Serving the area since 1950
•  In home appointments available
•  Pre-Planning — design your memorial your way

• Bring this ad for a FREE Plant Stand 
    with Purchase

1180 Frontage Rd. E,  
Owatonna, MN

507-455-9551  
OwatonnaGranite.com

Locally Owned by John & Barb Heerema

You played the 
Huskie way!

phone 877-528-2225
www.hodgmandrainage.com

Resident ia l•Farm•Industr ia l•Commercia l

507-451-1387
Owatonna, MN

O, Yeah… 
Owatonna is dynamite. Congrats on 

capturing the State 5A title!

BY DENNIS MARSHALL
SPORTS EDITOR

When the Owatonna football team lifted 
the Minnesota Class 5A state championship 
Saturday at U.S. Bank Stadium, it marked 
an unforgettable moment for the players, 
coaches and fans. 

For the second time in five years, the 
Huskies were the last team standing.

Here’s what some players had to say about 
the experience:

Senior quarterback Abe Havelka: “It’s a 
dream come true to come back my senior 
year with my brothers and have a better 
outcome. Honestly, it really hasn’t sunk in 
yet. It’s definitely something special and it’s 
been a dream of mine since I was a kid. To 
actually call yourself a state champion is 
pretty sweet.”

Senior fullback/linebacker Zach Mensink: 
“It’s means so much to me because the 
guys worked so hard all season and for all 
the work to pay off, it just means so much. 
Everybody did their jobs and we all played 
together as one unit. We executed the game 

plan and it all came together.”
Senior fullback Mitch Wiese: “It’s a 

dream come true to win a state title. It’s 
unbelievable, I can’t even explain it. It just 
feels good knowing that all the hard work my 
teammates and I put in paid off. I think we 
were just hungry. It has always been sitting 
in the back of minds that we came up short 
last year, so we just wanted to get back to U.S. 
Bank Stadium and win there.”

Senior offensive lineman Terrell Conner: 
“It feels good, but it really hits me because it 
didn’t feel like it was that much competition. 
It feels greats though to know that I ended 
my high school career at the highest point 
possibly. We knew we could shut down their 
run game and that our offense was going to 
put points on the board.”

Senior offensive lineman Dylan Meier: “We 
dreamed about this since the summer. We 
have been working hard all year and it just 
paid off. It doesn’t feel like we won. It’s just 
crazy to think that we won and it’s a great 
feeling.”

Senior tight end/defensive lineman Logan 
Starkson: “It’s surreal because I never 
pictured being in a state title game until 

last year. Going into the summer before my 
junior year I didn’t even consider playing 
football, but I missed the game. When we lost 
to Elk River last year, all I could think about 
was that we had to get back and we have to 
get them again. We did it and I couldn’t be 
happier for my team.”

Senior wide receiver Noah Budach: “It was 
obviously a really awesome feeling to be able 
to end our season with a win. It really hasn’t 
set in yet that we won. Everything is going 
so fast and we have been getting so much 
attention on social media. I haven’t chance to 
sit back and take everything in yet, but it was 
an amazing experience and really humbling.”

Junior wide receiver Mason Rhoades: “It’s 
just amazing and crazy to be where we are 
right now. It was great season. I love all my 
teammates.”

Junior wide receiver/defensive back Matt 
Segler: “It so surreal because have been 
working so hard everyday for past several 
months and to finally get this win is great. It’s 
easily the biggest win I’ve ever experienced.”

Junior wide receiver/defensive back Cole 
Deason: “It’s awesome just to be a part of this 
team. All the guys are great. I think it’s really 
cool that we finished the job after losing last 
year to Elk River and tonight we just got it 
done.”

Owatonna Huskies 
capture 2017 state title, 
leave lasting legacy

FROM PAGE D3

HUSKIES: Claim State 5A title against Elk River

STAFF PHOTO: DENNIS MARSHALL
The Owatonna student section was buzzing with excitement during Saturday’s game at U.S. 
Bank Stadium. Many students brought signs with various sayings including “Put a ring on it” and 
“Wiese is a beast.”
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495 West N. Street, Owatonna • 507-451-7220 • www.cashwise.com

Congratulations Huskies!

Congratulations State                 Champion Huskies!  
540 West Hills Circle, Owatonna • Office Phone: 444-4321                         Office Hours Mon.-Fri. 7 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Congratulations Huskies!

451-9343 • 111 W. Main St. • Owatonna

Zappa Agency has you covered!

Minnesota Army National Guard
651-268-8919 www.minnesotanationalguard.org

CONGRATS 
on winning the state football 
championship, Huskies!

(507) 451-2051 
408 N Cedar Ave, Owatonna • www.owatonna-heating.net

Congrats on winning the state 
football championship, Huskies!

405 E. Main Street, Blooming Prairie
507-583-2141

Simply
amazing!

507-455-9677 • 116 N Cedar Ave • Owatonna

Simply amazing!

Party Plus Crafts

507-451-7607  
4707 Cedar Avenue N. Owatonna

www.nwtrappers.com  
email: trappers@nwtrappers.com

Cumberland’s
 Northwest Trappers Supply, Inc

- Large Selection of  
Traps & Trapping supplies

- Snow Shoes/Lacrosse Pac Boots
- Huge Selections of Tanned Furs

*We buy Deer, Beef Hides, Wool & Wild Fur
Congrats on winning the state 

football championship, Huskies!

507-451-2873 Toll-Free 1-855-298-2568
3695 Hoffman Drive NW • Owatonna • loken@qwestoffice.net

LOKEN Excavation & 
Drainage, Inc.

We’re proud Huskies fans. 
Congrats on a great season!

We’re proud of our Huskies. 

Congratulations!

507-451-7250 • 605 Hillcrest Ave • Owatonna
w w w . h o l l a n d f a m i l y d e n t a l . c o m

You crushed it this season Huskies!

Amazing season  Huskies!

BY DENNIS MARSHALL
SPORTS EDITOR

Fans welcomed the Owatonna football team home Saturday 
night after its state championship victory at U.S. Bank Stadium 
in Minneapolis. 

Cheers and applause erupted throughout the school’s 
auditorium as the players and coaches arrived and made their 
way to the stage.

Mark Randall, high school principal, started the ceremony by 
congratulating the team on its momentous accomplishment and 
thanking the players, coaches and fans for their commitment.

“Moments like this will sit with you for the rest of your lives,” 
he said. “Now you are in the record books and nobody can ever 
take that away from you.”

Randall praised the Huskies for not only taking care of 
business on the field, but also in the classroom.

Owatonna’s football team was named as an Academic All-
State Gold Recipient, which means the average GPA of the team 
is 3.26 or higher.

Randall closed his remarks by saying he was proud of 
Owatonna’s athletic achievements, but most importantly, he was 
proud of how the players were leaders in the community.

Mayor Tom Kuntz spoke about 
how Owatonna was named as 
one of the five finalists for the 
Minnesota Monthly’s “Best 
Minnesota Town.”

“But today, we are number 
one in football,” he said, while 
congratulating the team.

Owatonna Superintendent 
Jeff Elstad said he was proud 
of how the players, coaches and 
fans invested their hearts in 
the program this season and 
“tonight, we got revenge.”

Huskies’ defensive coordinator 
Marc Achterkirch said he was 
proud of every single one of his 
players.

“We were all in,” he said. “Guys got hurt, but others 
stepped up and we had a knock down drag out week of practice 
preparing for this game.”

Achterkirch also thanked the fans for all the support they 
have shown the team this season.

“Not only did Elk River see blue on the field, they saw a sea 
of blue in the stands,” he said, adding that the Owatonna fans at 
least doubled the number of Elk River fans who made the trip to 
U.S. Bank Stadium.

Senior Abe Havelka, Logan Starkson, Terrell Conner, Zach 
Mensink, Cole Rocha and junior Jason Williamson spoke 
briefly about the season and what bringing a title to the city of 
Owatonna meant to them.

“We played together as one,” Rocha said. “The coaches gave 
us a good game plan and we went out and executed.”

Mensink said it was an amazing feeling to bring a 
championship home to the Owatonna community.

“It all paid off tonight,” he said. “It’s amazing because the fan 
support all year has been incredible.”

Husky fans welcome home state champs

“Moments like this 
will sit with you for 

the rest of your 
lives. Now you are 
in the record books 

and nobody can 
ever take that away 

from you.”

Mark Randall
OHS Principal

STAFF PHOTO: DENNIS MARSHALL
Senior captain Alex Raichle holds the championship trophy during a welcome home celebration in Owatonna High School’s auditorium after the victory at U.S. Bank Stadium. He’s surrounded by his 
teammates who have various expressions of excitement including smiling and throwing their arms in the air.
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SOUTH CENTRAL
HUMAN RELATIONS CENTER

Your Community Mental Health Center Serving Steele County for 50 Years

Outside Owatonna: 800-722-0590 - 24/7 Crisis line: 1-844-CRISIS2
610 Florence Ave., Owatonna • Offices in Waseca and Kasson

State Champion 
Huskies…

 nothing but the best 
from Owatonna!

SOUTH CENTRAL
HUMAN RELATIONS CENTER

Your Community Mental Health Center Serving Steele County for 50 Years

Outside Owatonna: 800-722-0590 - 24/7 Crisis line: 1-844-CRISIS2
610 Florence Ave., Owatonna • Offices in Waseca and Kasson

State Champion 
Huskies…

 nothing but the best 
from Owatonna!

Prepared and paid for by Petersburg Campaign Committee, 700 19th Ave. NE, Waseca, MN 56093

Congrats on winning the 
state football championship, 
Huskies!

148 E. Broadway St, Owatonna

507-455-6100www.jostens.com

What a season for our 
Owatonna Huskies!

COMMERCIAL  •  RESIDENTIAL  •  INDUSTRIAL
3127 S County Road 45  •  Owatonna  MN  55060

507-446-8415          fax 507-455-1305
Ryan Spindler - Owner - 507-456-1613  •  ryan@fourseasonselectric.com

507.455.1465
3297 N. County
Road 45 • Owatonna
www.theradzoo.com

Reptile &
Amphibian 
Discovery

ZOO

Congratulations 
on a successful 
season Huskies!

507.413.0787 • 1045 Frontage W Road, Owatonna

Great season Owatonna Huskies!

507-451-0976
P.O. Box 321  

Owatonna

Way to go

HUSKIES!

Owatonna Bus Company
1145 Park Drive, Owatonna

451-5262

 
way to rock Elk River 

for the state title! 

Over 40 years of School Bus Service

Sweet revenge…

STAFF PHOTO: RICK BUSSLER
It requires team work to take down the Elk River ball carrier trying to gain yardage. Tucker Alstead (2), Zach 
Mensink (21), Alex Raichle (4) and Cole Rocha (25) all come in to tackle the player.

STAFF PHOTO: RICK BUSSLER
With adrenaline flowing and a mouth wide open in excitement, quarterback Abe 
Havelka (3) rushes into the end zone to score a touchdown for the Owatonna 
Huskies in their 63-26 victory over Elk River. Also joining in the excitement is Terrell 
Conner (73) who is throwing up his arms as he watched Havelka score. In the back, 
Zach Wiese (63) blocked an Elk River defender to help make the touchdown possible. 
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