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BY RICK BUSSLER
PUBLISHER

In the quest to find which town best embodies 
the Spirit of Minnesota, a Twin Cities magazine 
has narrowed its finalists to five communities, 
including Owatonna and Austin.

Last week Minnesota Monthly named 
five finalists for the Best Minnesota Town 
competition. Besides the pair of southeastern 
Minnesota towns, the top contenders are Bemidji, 
Waconia and Walker. 

In September, the public got a chance to 
vote for the top cities in Minnesota. Owatonna 
collected the most with nearly 96,000 votes, which 
was nearly 20,000 more than the next contender, 
Bemidji. 

“We were just so excited we received the most,” 
said Katie Godfrey, conventions and tourism 
director for Owatonna. “We would be honored 
if Owatonna were named the Best Minnesota 
Town.”

The public vote made up 25 percent of the score 
for each finalist with the remaining 75 percent 
coming from a panel of notable Minnesotans. The 
panel included: Dan McElroy, president and CEO 
of Hospitiality Minnesota; Kate Roberts, senior 
exhibitor developer for the Minnesota Historical 
Society and Kevin Kling, playwright, author and 
humorist.

Godfrey described the application process for 
the competition as “very vigorous.” She said she 
put a lot of work into answering the questions 
as accurately as possible. “It was like writing a 
college paper,” she said.

In Owatonna’s application, Godfrey said she 
highlighted the community being “known for 
preserving and caring about history.” She also 
spotlighted the spirit of innovation throughout 
the community by identifying at least three 
businesses, Viracon, Jostens and Wenger, who 
have had an impact on the entire world. 

Another selling point for Owatonna, Godfrey 
said, is its spirit of philanthropy. She noted how 
Federated Insurance donates millions of dollars 
to the Big Brothers and Big Sisters organization. 

The winning city will be announced at a gala 
in downtown Minneapolis on Nov. 30. 

Besides having bragging rights to being the 
best town in the state, the winner will also receive 
a media campaign valued at more than $50,000, a 
proclamation from Governor Mark Dayton and a 
party in their community.

“We would use it as a marketing arm to bring 
tourism to Owatonna,” Godfrey said. “This would 
be huge to bring more visitors to Owatonna.”

This is the inaugural year for the best town 
competition. Dozens of towns heeded the call 
earlier this year and submitted impassioned 
entries that included details on the town’s 
history, geographic and cultural challenges 
and opportunities, beloved landmarks, 
diversity, community events and resources and 
outstanding citizens. 

BY RICK BUSSLER
PUBLISHER

Shock set in for both family 
members and fair workers alike when 
they found out Steele County Fair 
manager Jim Gleason of Owatonna 
was diagnosed with a high-grade 
glioma tumor located on the 
cerebellum. 

“It took all of us back,” said Natalie 
Gleason, Jim’s daughter. “It was such 
a shock, especially because he is in 
perfect shape and physically fit.”

Fair president Dan Deml 
expressed disbelief as well in learning 
about Jim’s fate. “He’s been a picture 
of good health,” Deml said. “It’s pretty 
shocking.” 

BY HOWARD LESTRUD
STAFF WRITER

The Minnesota Vikings National 
Football League team has unending 
loyalty in Blooming Prairie.

Since the Vikings came to 
Minnesota in 1961, a tradition of 
holding Vikings season tickets has 
trickled down from generation to 
generation of Blooming Prairie 
families.

The BP tradition sailed like a 
forward pass all the way to London, 
England in late October when 
Blooming Prairie resident Mary 
Kittelson and her sister, Kathleen 
Iversen, of Victoria, followed the 
Vikings across the "big pond."

The Vikings played the 
Cleveland Browns in an official 
NFL game, one of four games 
scheduled this season featuring 
NFL teams playing in London. The 
Vikings came out on top 33-16.

London is hoping some day to 

acquire an NFL team.
Kittelson's parents, Bob and 

Phyllis Dandelet, were two of the 
many BP locals who bought season 
tickets in 1961 and passed them 
down to family members. Mary 
and husband Pete, sister Kathleen 
and husband Mike luckily became 
beneficiaries of the season tickets. 
They have then shared them with 
their family members.

"The schedule came out early 
this year and right away, I knew 
what game I wanted to see," Mary 
said. It was the Oct. 29 game with 
the Browns. "Pete didn't know at 
the time that the game was being 
played in London," Mary remarked.

Mary offered Pete the chance 
to go with her but because of the 
harvest season and his connection 
with it, he declined. Mary then 
asked her sister to go and without 
hesitation, she said, "Let's do it."

Plans to make the London trip 
were then made by Mary with 
Bursch Travel of Austin. The tour 

included the trip to the game, 
tickets to the game and a tailgating 
pass before and after the game. "It 
was a great opportunity so we took 
it," Mary said.

Tailgating is something that the 
early Vikings fans from Blooming 

Prairie embraced at the old 
Metropolitan Stadium and at the 
Metrodome.

 

 Purple pride in London
BP woman enjoys Vikings game overseas

SUBMITTED PHOTO
It appeared that the Viking heritage was very much alive in London, England 
on Oct. 29, the day of the National Football League game between the 
Minnesota Vikings and Cleveland Browns. Here, sisters Kathleen Iversen, far 
left, and Mary Kittelson, second from right, pose with two authentic Vikings.

Fair manager 
battles brain 

tumor

BY RICK BUSSLER
PUBLISHER

Devastation overcame Laurie Running when she found out 
her oldest daughter was developmentally disabled more than 30 
years ago. 

Her daughter, Natalie, was 1 year old at the time when 
they received the diagnosis that she was severely globally 
developmentally delayed at a Twin Cities hospital. She became 
severely mentally and physically challenged.

“It was total devastation,” Running says. “It was very hard. 
It’s a grieving process,” she said. 

She credits her husband, Brad, and a strong family support 
system for helping them get through the tough times of raising 

their daughter. “Our friends were there for us,” 
Running said. “People didn’t know what to say, but 
they were there for us. Nobody shied away from 
us.”

Running said her daughter’s diagnosis turned 
her life upset down. She absolutely adored being a 

teacher, but had to give it up because Natalie’s 
needs were so great. The family moved to the 

area about 30 years ago. 
Since then she has found a way to 

champion those suffering from being 
mentally challenged. She serves as the 
director of Advocates for Developmental 
Disabilities of Steele County and operates 

out of a small office at St. John’s 
Lutheran Church in Owatonna.

“I didn’t want to do this,” she 
admits. “But here I am 28 years later. 

It was because of Natalie that I got 
into this. I care about this as much 

as when I first started.”
Running is in the middle of 

organizing the organization’s 
largest fundraiser of the year, 

the Festival of Trees. 

FESTIVAL OF TREES
Fundraiser to benefit developmentally disabled

STAFF PHOTO: RICK BUSSLER
Laurie Running is the director of Advocates for Developmental Disabilities 
of Steele County. Her organization is holding a Festival of Trees fundraiser 
on Nov. 17 to benefit people throughout Steele County suffering from 
developmental disabilities.
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The opening night will be Friday, Nov. 17 at 7:30 p.m. at the Holiday Inn in 
Owatonna. The group hopes to raise more than $33,000 from the event.

The festival will feature a silent auction of 100 baskets, along with 
entertainment, wall of wine, cash bar, hors d’oeuvres and dessert. “The festival 
is truly a celebration of giving,” Running said.  “We’re well-known for one of 
the best silent auctions.”

She said many people utilize the fundraiser as a great opportunity to 
purchase gifts for the holidays. 

Prior to the festival, the organization solicits tree sponsors. All the trees, 
ranging from 4-foot pencils to 7 ½-foot pines, will be on display through Nov. 
25. The group has sold 50 artificial trees, and they will be decorated for the 
festival. 

“It’s an awesome way to kick off the holiday season,” Running says.
All the money raised, Running said, will benefit families and individuals 

with disabilities. 
Most importantly, Running said the festival is a way to serve the needs for 

the developmentally disabled in Steele County. The festival, which is in its 
27th year, started because of the growing needs for disabilities. “We needed to 
respond to the different needs that can help support the families,” she said.

More children have been diagnosed with disabilities, including ADHD, 
autism and cognitively delayed, over the past 10 years, according to Running. 
The agency currently serves about 200 families in the county each year. 

The group operates KOOL Kids on the Block, which is a disability 
awareness/bullying prevention program. KOOL Kids is designed to increase 
awareness, sensitivity and acceptance of individuals with disabilities through 
educational puppet skits and hands on learning stations, Running said. There 
are about 2,000 kids throughout the county involved in the program. It has 
gained popularity at Blooming Prairie Elementary School.

Running said many people are unaware that her agency is available. “People 
are embarrassed to ask for help,” she said. “No one should feel embarrassed or 
ashamed.” 

The struggles can be immense for disabled people. “We’re here to help make 
the person’s life with disabilities and teach the community that they belong in 
the community just like the rest of us,” Running said. “We’re all more alike 
than different and we need to embrace that. We need to respect everyone,” she 
added.

About 10 years ago, Running’s daughter moved into a group home in 
Owatonna. “We call her our little angel and she is,” Running said. “Natalie is 
the greatest blessing we could have ever received in our family.”

Something as simple as a smile coming from Natalie, who is non-verbal, has 
taught Running to embrace life more. “She has the most incredible smile,” she 
said. “Her life is so simple. Just going over there and saying hi makes her day.”

STAFF PHOTO: RICK BUSSLER
The Owatonna Huskies captured the 
Section One Class 5A football title Friday 
night after crushing Rochester Century 37-0 
in Owatonna. Jason Williamson, left, and 
team captain Alex Raichle proudly show 
off the championship trophy as other team 
members swarm around them. The Huskies 
move on to the state quarterfinals Saturday 
night at Lakeville North. Owatonna, 9-1, is 
ranked No. 8 in the state.

SECTION 
CHAMPS



As we head into the final weeks of the year, 
it’s a special time loaded with celebrations and 
festivals.

One that stands out is the Festival of Trees, 
which will be held on Nov. 17 in Owatonna. 
This festival features 50 trees of varying sizes 
decorated with ornaments for the season. They 
will be on display for a couple weeks after 
the opening night event at the Holiday Inn in 
Owatonna.

The Advocates for Developmental 
Disabilities of Steele County sponsors the 
festival, which features so much more than 
trees and refreshments. It is a celebration of 
giving. 

The festival, which began 27 years ago, 
is a major fundraiser for a group devoted to 
developmentally challenged people. All the 
money raised is used to support programs of 
ADD, which provides services and programs 
for individuals with developmental disabilities 
throughout Steele County. The money stays 
locally.

People with developmental disabilities, along 
with their families, are provided with support, 
advocacy and service through ADD. The needs 
for people with developmental disabilities have 
grown in recent years as more children are 
diagnosed with autism, ADHD and cognitively 
delayed. 

Throughout the year, ADD coordinates 
support groups, parent mentors, special 
sitters and KOOL Kids on the Block, which is a 
disability awareness and bullying prevention 
program designed to raise awareness, 
sensitivity and acceptance of people with 
disabilities. 

It’s especially gratifying to see the work 
being done by the advocacy group around the 
county to make the lives better for those less 
fortunate.  

As children and others grapple with these 
diagnoses, their families struggle as well. The 
financial burdens can be exhausting. That’s 
where ADD steps in and offers financial help to 
lessen the pain and anguish for families. 

Families don’t have a choice when it comes 
to developmental disabilities. It’s something 
they are forced to deal with, often times being 
isolated from society and facing the issues 
alone. 

We can help ease the burden for families 
through supporting such events like the 
Festival of Trees. It’s truly a celebration of 
giving. And it’s one that will pay big rewards 
to families faced with developmentally 
disabilities.

A celebration of 
giving through 

Festival of Trees

To-the-Editor:
Toys for Tots of Steele County and 

Family to Family of Steele County are 
working jointly to provide a Christmas 
for needy children, 15 and younger and 
families.

All donations to these two programs, 
either money, gift cards or toys, remain 
under local control and are used for local 
families. All children of school age must be 
attending school or home schooled.

Toys for Tots of Steele County has been 
in existence for 35 years. It operates within 
the national U.S. Marine Corp. Reserve 
Toys for Tots program, which began in 
1947. Its objective is to collect and distribute 
new and unwrapped toys to Steele County 
needy children at Christmas. Cash and gift 
cards received are used to purchase toys as 
directed by our national organization. 

Family to Family of Steele County 
has been in existence for 40 years. It is a 
local organization run through the Steele 
County Department of Human Services. Its 
objective is to provide food cards for needy 
families who meet Federal poverty income 
guidelines. Cash received by us is used to 
purchase food cards. Gift cards are used to 
purchase toys.

Parents or guardians must complete 
applications that are available from 
locations within the county. They are 
contacted by mail about the time and 
location of the pick up where they will 
select toys for their children, and, if they 
meet income qualifications, will receive a 
food card.

Jerry Shore and Don Overlie
Toys for Tots

Nancy Ness
Steele County Food Shelf

To-the-Editor:
Now that the dust has settled and the county has a 

new administrator 
and engineer, it seems time to reflect on the lawsuit 

brought forth by the past
administrator.  
Many in the county believe it to be extremely frivolous 

while also thinking that it is in part an attempt to 
influence next year’s election.  One thing that adds a bit 
of credence to the belief that past members of the board 
or others in the community may have influenced the 
lawsuit is how the first choice for administrator backed 
off his appointment.

The lawsuit was a headline in an area newspaper the 
weekend prior to him informing the board that he was 
not going to accept the position.  In the second paragraph 
of the article in the newspaper the following Tuesday, he 
stated that due to developments of the past weekend he 
had decided not to accept.  Further on in the article he 
stated a couple more reasons. He also said he had always 
wanted to return to Owatonna.  

Now it’s possible he read about the lawsuit either in 
the paper or online.  Or it’s also possible someone in 
our community informed him and he was influenced 
by the information. What is certain is it did have a bit of 
influence.

There are a few things about the lawsuit that are 
troubling.  First of all, I believe there were at least 30 
or more applications for the administrator job and of 
those only a few were female and yet one made the final 
three. Does not look like the board discriminates against 
women. I sincerely hope the lawsuit does not influence 
the hiring of qualified women in the future. It seems 
every alleged minority feels they are discriminated when 
being terminated.

Also mentioned in the lawsuit is retaliation for being a 
whistle blower in regards to alleged numerous violations 
of the open meeting laws. I happen to know that the 
present board was very concerned about that after it was 
pointed out to them after several of them had ended up at 
the same establishment after a meeting. 

Working to provide a 
Christmas for needy 

children

It’s time to reflect on 
county’s lawsuit
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BY JOHN PETERSBURG

I was very thankful to learn that Governor 
Dayton has taken action to keep propane 
supplies moving to the point of demand 
for home heating and grain drying this 
harvest season.

Members of the GOP Rural Caucus on 
Wednesday co-signed a letter to Gov. Mark 
Dayton, requesting that he issue an executive 
order temporarily waiving hours of service 
regulations for transporters of propane and 
anhydrous ammonia. The governor issued a 
similar order in 2013, when late-maturing crops 
and other factors teamed to choke the propane 
supply chain that fall.

The Governor’s Emergency Executive 
Order eases regulations on hours of service 
“for motor carriers and drivers providing 
direct assistance in emergency relief efforts.” 
According to a press release from the 
Governor’s office, it “will help ensure farmers 
have access to the diesel fuel and propane they 
need to dry late-harvested crops.”

This year’s situation does not appear as 
dire, but several constituents reported that 
shortages in surrounding states are causing 
dealers to turn to Minnesota for supplies, 
straining our state’s resources. Haulers have 
had to wait in line for up to six hours to load 
their trucks, time which cuts into their allotted 
hours of service behind the wheel.

Break for farmers with governor’s 
propane extension order

In the days of when I was growing up on the farm, 
the only means we had to find out if school was 
closed because of inclement weather was to turn 
on WCCO-Radio. And there was one person we 
could always count on for that information with 

his deep baritone voice—Roger Erickson.
For nearly four decades Erickson ruled 

Minnesota’s morning radio airwaves. He’s long 
been retired, but I will never forget the uncanny 
and craziness he brought into homes every day with 
his sidekick, Charlie Boone. Together, Boone and 
Erickson provided the nation’s most enduring and 
popular radio duos of all time. 

Erickson, who grew up near my hometown in 
Winthrop, died of natural causes Oct. 30 at his 
home in the Twin Cities. He was 89. According to 
his family, he had been suffering from dementia for 
about 10 years.

It’s fitting that Erickson joked that the epitaph on 
his tombstone should be, “Roger Erickson, two hours 
late, now closed.”

He always made my day as a child when I heard 
him say, “Brownton Public School, closed.” It was 
also fun to hear him rattle off school closings from 
around the state. 

Boone and Erickson created a radio shtick that 
no one else has ever come close to replicating. And 
most likely never will. Their show featured skits that 
poked fun at politicians and satirized current events. 
They often interviewed celebrities and dignitaries. 

Perhaps what Erickson and Boone, who died in 
2015, were most known for was their “worse than 
bad” jokes on the air. Their signature skit was the 
recurring “Minnesota Hospital,” a takeoff on an old 
radio soap opera. Another hallmark of Erickson was 
the “Good Morning” song.

Erickson was the voice of my childhood, as well 
as many others. In fact, at one time, WCCO captured 

more than 60 percent of the total radio audience 
in Minnesota. That is unheard of today as no one 
comes anywhere close.

I had the honor of meeting Erickson many years 
ago when I arranged for my high school guitar 
club to be on WCCO. The group traveled to the 
Minneapolis studio to play Christmas music on 
Boone’s radio show. 

I also got to see Erickson in action when he 
brought his morning show on the road to a farm 
place in the neighboring community of Hutchinson. 

I was in awe of not only 
hearing a radio giant up 
close, but also meeting him in 
person.

Erickson and his cohort 
Boone were a hit in our 
household for much of their 
40 years of existence, even 
before my time. They began 
their daily show in 1961 and 
they kept it lively all the way 
until the end when Erickson 
retired in 1998. 

Radio will never be what it 
was with Boone and Erickson. 

So many younger radio announcers try to measure 
up to their success, only to end up falling short. 

Erickson was one of the original inductees into 
the Minnesota Broadcasting Hall of Fame in 2001. 

I’m thrilled to have had the opportunity to grow 
up listening to one of the greatest radio legends of 
all time. For me, Erickson is one of the reasons why 
Minnesota has been such a charming place to call 
home all these years. 

May Erickson’s soul rest in peace as folks go in 
hot pursuit of remembering such a popular radio 
icon.

Remembering a radio icon

Hot Pursuit
RICK BUSSLER
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BY HOWARD LESTRUD
STAFF WRITER

Blooming Prairie's Holiday Dazzle 
season kicked off last Thursday night with 
its 16th annual Holiday Dazzle Wine and 
Beer Tasting Party.

The event was held at the Blooming 
Prairie Servicemen's Club and benefits the 
BP Area Chamber of Commerce. Chamber 
member Nancy Farr of J & H Liquors 
chaired the event.

Eighty persons attended this popular 
fundraising night.

Four wine companies were represented: 
Phillips Wine Co, Paustis Wine Co., 
Wine Merchants and Southern Glazers 
of Minnesota. Beer companies included 
Northern Beverage and Schott's 
Distribution.

Party guests had the opportunity 
to taste test wines and beers during 
the evening. Delicious appetizers were 
available during the night.

Appetizers were donated by The 
Bakery of Blooming Prairie, Eunice 
Doocy, Monica Lea, Travelin' Picnic 

Tables, Pizza Cellar/Cue Company, US 
Bank, Servicemen's Club, Vandal's, J & H 
Liquors, Casey's General Store, Prairie 
Family Sports and Chiropractic and 
Donna Maixner.

Raffle tickets were sold for chances on 
cases of wine. Winners were Tom Walters 
and John Hanson.

Mystery gifts were given away after 
guests wrote their names on slips of paper 
and placed them into marked boxes. 

Mystery gifts were donated by Prairie 
Plumbing & Heating, Casey's General 
Store, Sportstitch, Farmers & Merchants 
State Bank, Main Street Dental, US Bank, 
BP Area Chamber of Commerce, B to Z 
Hardware, J & H Liquors, The Cutting 
Edge, Jennifer Walsh Keller Williams 
Realty, Johnson, Doerhoefer & Miner, A 
Touch of Charm, Vandal's and Northern 
Beverage.

Ed Witzel won the evening door prize.
Basket winners were: Wanda Edge, Kim 

Symes, Tammy Bissel, Marilyn Meshke, 
Kathy Anderson, Jackie Robinson, Ali 
Mach, Naomi Smith, Holly Ille,Sherrie 
Pechan, Lindsey Krejci, Mandy Doocy and 
Pam Folkens.

Nancy Farr thanked the following 

helpers at the event: Dori Hagen, Taylor 
Farr, Zach Prouty, Monica Lea, Kathy 
Anderson, Joann Nielsen, Mary Kittelson, 
Jeremy and Amy Simon and Greg 
Johnson.

 

Wine and beer tasting event 
benefits BP Chamber

STAFF PHOTO: HOWARD LESTRUD
Which wine was the best? Ask the 80 persons who attended the 16th annual Blooming Prairie Area Chamber of Commerce Holiday Dazzle 
Wine & Beer Tasting Party on Thursday, Nov. 2 at the BP Servicemen’s Club. McKenzie Zuniga of the Phillips Wine Co. pours a sample for a 
guest.

STAFF PHOTO: HOWARD LESTRUD
Jackie Robinson of Blooming Prairie won this 
gift basket at the 16th Annual Holiday Dazzle 
Wine and Beer Tasting Party on Thursday 
night, Nov. 2 at the Blooming Prairie 
Servicemen’s Club. The basket was donated 
by Farmers & Merchants Bank of BP.

The Executive Order remains in effect 
for 30 days, or “until the commercial motor 
carrier or drivers ceases direct assistance 
in providing energy relief, whichever 
occurs first,” and may be extended in the 
future.

STATE ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE
With QuadGraphics closing in Waseca, 

it’s important to note that there are state-
provided programs available allowing 
impacted workers to transition to new 
jobs.

One of the most helpful resources is 
the Dislocated Worker Program. Operated 
through unemployment insurance, the 
program is reserved for workers caught in 
a mass layoff or closure situation. It makes 
extra resources available to help pay bills 
beyond normal unemployment insurance, 

and also assists with a number of services, 
including retraining or job search 
assistance. Visit mn.gov/deed and search 
for “Dislocated Worker Program.”

A new job training grant program 
approved by the Legislature this year may 
also be an option. It helps pay full wages 
for an employee while he or she undergoes 
training for a new, high-wage job with 
a company expanding operation in 
Greater Minnesota. Under this program, 
a business trains their new workers for 
jobs paying above average wages for their 
region, and grants permit them to pay 
full wages during the on the job training, 
rather than a lower training wage. It’s 
a great way to help Minnesotans get a 
good paying job in a new industry that is 
expanding and growing for years to come.

MNDOT DITCH MOWING 
Last year, MnDOT indicated it planned 

to change its statewide permitting 
standards for mowing and baling in 
ditches along Minnesota’s state roadways, 
which angered many farmers.

Now anyone with an opinion on this 
topic will have a chance to speak their 
mind, as the Minnesota Department of 
Transportation will hold a meeting near 
Mankato to discuss ditch mowing policies.

The event will take place on Nov. 14 
from 6 to 8 p.m. at South Central College, 
1920 Lee Blvd. in North Mankato. If you 
can’t attend, please know that you can 
also submit written comments by email 
by filling out a MnDOT comment form: 
http://www.dot.state.mn.us/mowing/
comments.html.

John Petersburg is a state representative 
for District 24A, which includes Owatonna 
and Waseca. He may be reached at rep.john.
petersburg@house.mn.

I also know that past boards members met 
many times in violation of the law while this same 
administrator was in position to bring charges. The 
law in and of itself is frivolous and meaningless given 
modern technology. 

The lawsuit also mentioned that the Board violated 
the Veterans Act of dismissing a veteran. First of all, 
the veteran in question was not terminated but was 
informed his position and another were going to be 
consolidated. He was certainly able to apply for the 
position. It was the Administrator that walked the two 
out and gave

them a month or more of pay. 
What is obvious to those that have followed county 

business is that the administrator was not on the same 
page as the new board. Often in such cases, those 
charged are encouraged to settle out of court, which 
has had the effect of encouraging similar suits. I would 
hope they reject any settlement and in fact go after 
court costs.

David Nielson
Owatonna
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PETERSBURG: Break for farmers

NIELSON:
Reflect on county’s lawsuit

The opening night will be Friday, 
Nov. 17 at 7:30 p.m. at the Holiday Inn in 
Owatonna. The group hopes to raise more 
than $33,000 from the event.

The festival will feature a silent auction 
of 100 baskets, along with entertainment, 
wall of wine, cash bar, hors d’oeuvres and 
dessert. “The festival is truly a celebration 
of giving,” Running said.  “We’re well-
known for one of the best silent auctions.”

She said many people utilize the 
fundraiser as a great opportunity to 
purchase gifts for the holidays. 

Prior to the festival, the organization 
solicits tree sponsors. All the trees, 
ranging from 4-foot pencils to 7 ½-foot 
pines, will be on display through Nov. 25. 
The group has sold 50 artificial trees, and 
they will be decorated for the festival. 

“It’s an awesome way to kick off the 
holiday season,” Running says.

All the money raised, Running said, 
will benefit families and individuals with 
disabilities. 

Most importantly, Running said the 
festival is a way to serve the needs for the 
developmentally disabled in Steele County. 

The festival, which is in its 27th year, 
started because of the growing needs for 
disabilities. “We needed to respond to the 
different needs that can help support the 
families,” she said.

More children have been diagnosed 
with disabilities, including ADHD, autism 
and cognitively delayed, over the past 10 
years, according to Running. The agency 
currently serves about 200 families in the 
county each year. 

The group operates KOOL Kids on the 
Block, which is a disability awareness/
bullying prevention program. KOOL 
Kids is designed to increase awareness, 
sensitivity and acceptance of individuals 
with disabilities through educational 
puppet skits and hands on learning 

stations, Running said. There are about 
2,000 kids throughout the county involved 
in the program. It has gained popularity at 
Blooming Prairie Elementary School.

Running said many people are unaware 
that her agency is available. “People are 
embarrassed to ask for help,” she said. “No 
one should feel embarrassed or ashamed.” 

The struggles can be immense for 
disabled people. “We’re here to help make 
the person’s life with disabilities and 
teach the community that they belong in 
the community just like the rest of us,” 
Running said. “We’re all more alike than 
different and we need to embrace that. We 
need to respect everyone,” she added.

About 10 years ago, Running’s daughter 
moved into a group home in Owatonna. 
“We call her our little angel and she is,” 
Running said. “Natalie is the greatest 
blessing we could have ever received in 
our family.”

Something as simple as a smile coming 
from Natalie, who is non-verbal, has 
taught Running to embrace life more. “She 
has the most incredible smile,” she said. 
“Her life is so simple. Just going over there 
and saying hi makes her day.”

TREES: Fundraiser to benefit developmentally disabled
FROM PAGE A1

“We call her our little angel 
and she is. Natalie is the 

greatest blessing.”

Laurie Running
Advocates for Developmentally 

Disabled

On Oct. 26, Jim underwent brain surgery at the 
Mayo Clinic in Rochester. Initially, the family had been 
told the tumor was inoperable. But doctors went in and 
removed 90 percent of the tumor. The rest they couldn’t 
get because it was intertwined with the brain stem.

Jim, 64, has been recovering at St. Mary’s Hospital 
in Rochester where he is undergoing rehabilitation. 
The family hoped he would be released today (Tueday). 
He will then begin his cancer journey at home and 
undergo radiation and chemotherapy for 42 days in 
either Albert Lea or Rochester. 

“The prognosis is not good,” Natalie said. “It’s one of 
the most aggressive forms of cancer. It’s treatable, but 
it’s not curable.”

Deml said his wife, Vicki, who is a secretary in the 
fair office, and other staff members began noticing 
some cognitive difficulties with Jim in mid October. 
“He was having problems remembering things and 
comprehending things,” Deml said. 

In addition, Jim began having speech problems. 
“He would be in the middle of a sentence and couldn’t 

remember what he 
was saying,” Deml 
said. He added the 
fair staff encouraged 
him to go to the 
emergency room, 
which he finally 
did and a mass was 
found on the back of 
his brain. 

“He had a very 
invasive fast growing 
malignant brain 
tumor,” Deml said. 
“The survival rate is 

very, very low.”
Deml said he has been encouraged by the fact 

doctors were able to remove most of the tumor. 
Natalie said her father has been working with 

a speech therapist since his surgery. Jim has been 
showing some signs of frustration in the rehab process, 
but “he has progressed leaps and bounds,” she said. “He 
is making strides.” 

Deml has been in phone contact with Jim. “He 
seems to be kind of upbeat, but you can tell it affects 
his speech and words,” Deml said. “He had a hard time 
verbalizing what he wanted to say,” he added.

Jim will be away from his full-time job as managing 
Minnesota’s largest county fair for several months, 
according to Natalie. She hopes he will be able to get 
back to work down the road. “He has had a blast with 
the fair,” Natalie said. “We hope he will still be a part 
of it for years to come. He is very, very passionate about 
what he does for the fair,” she said.

After working at a couple radio stations in 
Owatonna for 37 years, he became manager of the fair 
in 2012 having worked for about a year under former 
manager Elmer Reseland, who died during the 2012 
fair. “We’ve been blessed with good fair managers,” 
Deml said. “You won’t have the kind of fair we have 
without the managers we have.”

In the interim, Deml plans to “pick up the slack a 
little bit” at the fair office, along with the secretaries. 
Deml’s wife has been with the fair for 20 years. “We are 
blessed that we have some good office people,” Deml 
said, noting it also helps that this is the slower time of 
the year for the fair. 

“I’m not panicking at this point of time,” Deml said. 
“For now he’s still our manager until we realize he 
can’t come back.” 

Jim’s family knows he has a long road ahead. And 
he’ll do it with his family at his side. He and his wife 
Jean have three children and three grandchildren. 
“That’s one of the reasons he wants to fight so hard,” 
Natalie said. “It’s just one day at a time,” she added.

The family appreciates the support they have 
received from the community through this ordeal. His 
CaringBridge site has attracted more than 800 visitors 
as of late last week. “What’s going to help him is the 
support from the community,” Natalie said. “That’s 
been the most amazing part.”

For those who would like to stay updated on 
Jim’s journey, visit his CaringBridge site at www.
caringbridge.org/visit/jimgleason1971.

As for the journey over the past few weeks, Natalie 
said it’s still all sinking in for her family. “It does 
remind us how precious and fleeting life is,” she said. 
“Appreciate the time you have with loved ones.”

“The prognosis is 
not good. It’s one of 
the most aggressive 
forms of cancer. It’s 
treatable, but it’s not 

curable.”

Natalie Gleason
Jim Gleason’s Daughter

JIM’S CARINGBRIDGE
Follow Jim Gleason’s 

cancer journey:
CaringBridge site—www.caringbridge.

org/visit/jimgleason1971

TUMOR: 
Battle for fair manager

YOUR VIEW
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Construction

Accountants
Steele County Times Professional Directory

Johnson Construction 
& Tree Service

Tree & Stump Removal •Trimming & Topping •Tree Moving 
Lot Clearing • Backhoe/Skidloader • Hauling General Construction

24 Hr. Emergency Services • Year Round Work • Licensed & Insured
KYLE JOHNSON • 507-583-7592
AUSTIN & BLOOMING PRAIRIE

Construction

Funeral Planning
A Simple, Thoughtful Act of Caring

PREARRANGEMENT & PREFUNDING

Worlein Blooming Prairie Funeral Home
418 Highway Ave S. ,Blooming Prairie, MN

Mary Kittelson
NFDA Certified Preplanning Consultant • Licensed Agent - Purple Cross Plans

507-583-7561
www.worlein.com

Automotive

ROD & TESS KOSTER, Owners
Bus: 507-583-2018 • Fax: 507-583-2317

Hwy. 218 • Blooming Prairie
www.kostercarkorner.com

FOR THAT HOMETOWN PERSONAL TOUCH

Garbage
SKJEVELAND ENTERPRISES

YOU CAN
 COUNT ON US!

Sanitation & Recycling Services
Pride in service since 2007

• Sanitation & Recycling Services
• Roll-Offs & Dumpsters
• Rubbish & Garbage Removal

Contact Skjeveland Enterprises today!

5 0 7 - 5 2 8 - 9 9 0 0

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

J.A. Gwilt Siders, Inc.
Siding,  Windows,  Gutters,  Roof ing & Decks

Known for our exceptional quality of material and labor.

Call 507-456-1504 
for your FREE 

estimates!
Serving Steele County 

for 20 years.

507.446.8900
2365 43rd St. NW • Owatonna

BridalRecreation

Hwy 218 S.
Blooming Prairie

www.minersoutdoor.com • 507-583-2712

Outdoor Power Equipment, 
Golf Carts, ATV, Sales Service, 

Parts & Accessories

Orthodontic Specialist
132 2ND AVE. NE

BLOOMING PRAIRIE

Building 

Healthy

Smiles!

Dr. Deborah J. Lien, DDS, MBSDr. Deborah J. Lien, DDS, MBS
ORTHODONTIC SPECIALIST

507.583.6613drdeborahlienorthodontics.com

FREE CONSULTATIONS

Prairie Manor Care Center 
& Heather Haus

220 3rd St. NW,
Blooming Prairie
583-4434

Social 
Security 
Options for 
Divorced 
Spouses 

 

History from the News Archives

Dear Divorced,
Yes, you may very well be eligible for divorced 

spouses Social Security benefits if you meet 
certain criteria. Here’s how it works. 

A divorced spouse can collect a Social Security 
retirement benefit on the earnings record of their 
ex-husband (or ex-wife) if you are at least age 62, 
were married for at least 10 years, are unmarried, 
and are not eligible for a higher benefit based on 
your own earnings record. 

In order to collect, your former spouse must 
also be at least 62 and eligible for Social Security 
benefits. But, he doesn’t have to be receiving 
them in order for you to collect divorced spouse’s 
benefits, as long as you’ve been divorced for at 
least two years. 

Even if your ex is remarried, it won’t affect your 
right to divorcee benefits, nor will it affect your 
ex’s retirement benefits or his current spouse’s 
benefits. 

Benefit Amount 
A divorced spouse can receive up to 50 percent 

of their ex’s full Social Security benefit, or less 
if they take benefits before their full retirement 
age – which is 66 if you were born between 1943 
and 1954. To find out your full retirement age and 
see how much your benefits will be reduced by 
taking them early see SSA.gov/planners/retire/
retirechart.html. 

Keep in mind though, that if you qualify for 
benefits based on your own work history, you’ll 
receive the larger of the two benefits. You cannot 
receive benefits on both your record, and your ex’s 
work record too.

To find out how much your retirement benefits 
will be, see your Social Security statement at SSA.
gov/myaccount. And to get an estimate of your ex’s 
benefits, call Social Security at 800-772-1213. You’ll 
need his Social Security Number to get it. 

Divorced Survivor
You also need to know that if your ex-spouse 

dies, and you were married for 10 or more years, 
you become eligible for divorced survivor benefits, 

which is worth up to 100 percent of what your ex-
spouse was due. 

Survivor’s benefits are available to divorced 
spouses as early as age 60 (50 if you’re disabled). 
But, if you remarry before 60 you become 
ineligible unless the marriage ends. Remarrying 
after age 60 will not affect your eligibility.

Also note that if you are receiving divorced 
spouses benefits when you ex-spouse dies, you 
will automatically be switched over to the higher 
paying survivor benefit.

Switching Strategies
Being divorced also offers a switching strategy 

that can help boost your benefits if you were born 
on or before Jan. 1, 1954. Here’s how it works. If 
you worked and are eligible for benefits on your 
own earnings record, you could file a “restricted 
application” with Social Security at age 66 to 
collect a divorced spousal benefit, which is half of 
what your ex gets. Then, once you reach 70, you 
stop receiving the ex-spousal benefit and switch to 
your own benefit, which will be 32 percent higher 
than it would have been at your full retirement 
age. 

Unfortunately, as a result of the Bipartisan 
Budget Act of 2015, this option is not available if 
your birthday is Jan. 2, 1954 or later. 

Divorced widows (and widowers) also have 
switching options regardless of your birthday. 
If, for example, you are currently collecting 
Social Security retirement benefits on your own 
record, and your ex-spouse dies, you can switch 
to survivor’s benefits if the payment is larger. Or, 
if you’re collecting survivor’s benefits, you can 
switch to your own retirement benefits – between 
62 and 70 – if it offers a larger payment. 

For more information visit SSA.gov/planners/
retire/divspouse.html, or call 800-772-1213.

Send your senior questions to: Savvy Senior, 
P.O. Box 5443, Norman, OK 73070, or visit 
SavvySenior.org. Jim Miller is a contributor to 
the NBC Today show and author of “The Savvy 
Senior” book.

10 Years Ago 
Nov. 6, 2007 

Dan Evans, Publisher

She’s a long way from home, but his 
past August, Blooming Prairie welcomed 
foreign exchange student Sophie Gemne 
from Belgium. Sophie is staying with 
Steven and Caroline Honzenga, who have 
hosted numerous other foreign exchange 
students in the past. Sophie lives in a 
small town near Leege, Belgium, where 
she has two older brothers. Sophie has 
already made many great memories 
here in Blooming Prairie. At the high 
school, she is involved in the musical 
choir. However, when asked her favorite 
experience, Sophie quickly said, 
“Teepeeing!” 

Mark it on your calendar and write it 
on your hand, Dolly Gallagher Levi, the 
widowed, brassy, meddling matchmaker 
is coming to Blooming Prairie High 
School’s stage Nov. 9 – 11, and it shouldn’t 
be missed. Blooming’s own Christine 
Nicholson will portray Dolly in this 
production, and with her alto vocals and 
Channingesque style she should bring 
the house down. Chrissy’s character has 
her sights set on the cantankerous but 
wealthy, Horace Vandergelder, played by 
Pat Rumpza. 

20 Years Ago
Nov. 4, 1997 

Elsie Slinger, Publisher

Prairie Manor Nursing Home’s 
Administrator Michele (Miki) Gemmel 
resigned her position in a letter to the 
board of directors Oct. 23. Gemmel, who 
has been administrator at the nursing 
facility for 10 1/2 years, will leave Nov. 28. 

A two-month old baby boy died 
unexpectedly at local daycare Thursday, 
Oct. 23; investigators suspect a victim 
of Sudden Infant Death Syndrome 
(SIDS). Colton Arett, the son of Bob 
and Michelle Arett, Route 1, Blooming 
Prairie, was at a daycare owned by 
Kathy Ryks, south of Blooming Prairie. 
Mower County Sheriff’s Department 
led the investigation and feel there is no 

suspicious circumstances and believe 
SIDS will be revealed the cause of death. 

50 Years Ago
Nov. 9, 1967 

Victor, Vernon & Vryle Krejci, 
Publishers 

The Blooming Prairie Cooperative 
Creamery, a widely recognized name in 
the dairy industry for the past 75 years, 
will cease operations on Wednesday of 
this past week, Albert Yentsch, general 
overseer, announced to the Times 
Tuesday afternoon. The local creamery 
has been in financial difficulty for 
sometime and the news that the dairy 
plant would be closed permanently comes 
as no big surprise to area residents. 

Rhonda Phipps, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Merle Phipps, Blooming Prairie, 
will participate in the “Junior Miss 
Pageant” on Saturday, Nov. 11, in the 
Owatonna High School Auditorium. 

75 Years Ago
Nov. 5, 1942

Frank Krejci, Publisher 

Word received Tuesday by Mr. and 
Mrs. Frank Krejci from their son, Pfc. 
Victor P. Krejci, informed them that he 
had been transferred from his station 
near San Diego, Calif., to Governor’s 
Island, New York. Pfc. Krejci left the 
west coast Oct. 29 and was the only one 
selected in his company to make the trip 
to the eastern coast. Since his induction 
March 18, he has been with Company A, 
140th Infantry. 

After months of active, terrific air 
warfare in Australia, where he recently 
received an oak leaf cluster for acts of 
heroism performed numerous times in 
air battles of Coral sea, Major Edward 
Habberstad has been granted a well-
earned furlough in recognition for his 
bravery. 

A real estate deal was closed this week 
whereby Amos Eaker became owner of 
the fine, highly, improved Albert Benson 
40-acre farm. Consideration was $8,000 or 
$200 per acre. 

 

VIKINGS: BP woman in London

Ernie Betlach, 94, of Blooming Prairie, and 
his wife MaryAnne were two of the season 
ticket holders. The Betlachs have kept the 
tickets in their family.

Betlach said Don Morrison (Janet) was 
the “kingpin” in organizing the purchase of 
Vikings season tickets before the team arrived 
in 1961. The Blooming group was #800 in 
season ticket priority.

Betlach said the first game he and other 
BP season ticket holders attended was an 
exhibition game between the Green Bay 
Packers and the Chicago Bears. Tickets cost 
only $6 apiece.

Other BP Vikings ticket holders included 
Frank and Ione Betlach, the Dandelets, Mary 
and Charlie Ressler, Frank (Poogie) and 
Harriet Ressler, John and Billie Ulland, John 
Johnson and his wife, Victor Krejci, John 
Whiting, Howard Underwood and Harvey Cole.

Betlach said there were 18 ticket holders 
from Blooming Prairie when the Vikings came 
to town. Tickets were on the 40-yard line, five 
rows up on the visitor’s side.

The BP ticket holders kept their seat location 
when the move was made from the Met to the 
Metrodome. This didn’t happen, however, when 
the move was made to the Vikings’ current 
home at US Bank Stadium.

“Oh, it was fun back them with corporate 
people around you and being so friendly and 
nice,” Betlach recalls.

“We had some real good times and I 
remember my husband bringing a plant 
from home to put on our tailgating table for 
a centerpiece,” Phyllis Dandelet laughs. “We 
were young and that made it even better,” she 
added.

The Vikings fans from Blooming Prairie 
did a lot of tailgating and were joined by family 
members and friends who didn’t go to the 
game but paid their $1 fee to come into the Met 
Stadium parking lot.

Betlach said Vivian Ulrich (Harold) brought 
a trailer and all kinds of goodies including chili 
and oysters. “After the game, we continued 
to tailgate, spread out a table and enjoyed a 
turkey dinner with all the trimmings,” Betlach 
remembers.

The group always celebrated birthdays and 
after the game, the BP fans stayed late, enjoyed 
sandwiches and then headed toward home. “We 
even stopped on the way home at a convenient 
restaurant,” Betlach said.

Betlach no longer attends games but follows 
the Vikings closely. He was one of thousands 
of viewers who watched the Vikings dismantle 
the Browns with a second half surge. 

“It’s a different game now,” said Betlach. 
He said fans are different, too, using some 

language that is not so acceptable in Ernie’s 
opinion.

“This tradition is something we grew up 
with and wanted to continue,” Mary Kittelson 
said.

Mary and her sister flew out on a Thursday 
evening flight of eight hours. The time 
difference between here and London is six 
hours.

The Dandelet sisters spent Friday and 
Saturday touring the London area.

On Sunday morning, the sisters were picked 
up at their hotel and taken to Twickenham 
Stadium, which holds 65,000 people mostly for 
soccer. The tailgating began at an event center 
attached to the stadium.

The atmosphere was festive, Mary and 
Kathleen said. Food venues were similar to 
those in America, Mary said. Their bratwurst 
was called a sausage roll, eight to nine flavors 
of popcorn were available and of course, beer 
was served.

Mary said there was lots of activity going on 
during the game, including shooting of t-shirts 
to bouncing big balls in the stands.

A plastic card was attached to each seat 
and allowed fans to put them together to form 
U.S. and British flags. The sisters sang the U.S. 
National Anthem and the British anthem.

“We were surrounded by people from 
Sweden and by a couple from Dusseldorf, 

Germany, Mary said.
Cleveland was the home team during the 

game but Mary said she believed there was 
more purple in the stands then there was 
brown and orange.

The Vikings trailed the Browns, 13-12 after 
the first half. “We played much better in the 
second half,” Mary cheered. 

Following the game, the Viking fans 
enjoyed a pizza party at the stadium. Vikings 
wide receiver Adam Thielen who caught a 
touchdown pass, was named Man of the Match, 
an honor given to soccer players when they 
play a good game. 

Thielen slid on his knees toward the fans 
and raised his fists in victory after scoring the 
TD.

It was a fun atmosphere, the sisters agreed. 
“Everybody was enthused about the game and 
people were there to enjoy the moment and 
were not concerned about winning and losing,” 
Mary believes.

The game was also an excuse to see London 
in the sunshine, Mary admitted.

The Blooming Prairie Vikings ticket 
tradition has spanned four generations and will 
likely continue for some time.

“I would do it again,” Mary reflected on the 
trip to London.

FROM PAGE A1

Dear Savvy Senior,
As a divorced woman, am I entitled to my ex-husband’s Social Security benefits? I was 
married for 14 years and would like to know how this works.  Happily Divorced
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COURT NEWS
Steele County

The following cases were heard 
in Steele County District Court 
the week of Oct. 23 with Judge 
Karen R. Duncan presiding: 

Dean S. Aarsvold, 56, Manka-
to, previously appeared and 
was convicted of felony pos-
session of marijuana. He was 
sentenced to $2,081, 30 days 
in county jail, no possession of 
firearms, chemical dependency 
evaluation, obtain permission 
to leave the state, no alcohol or 
controlled substance use and 2 
years of supervised probation. 
Nicholas C. Goodman, 34, 
Faribault, previously appeared 
and was convicted of felony 
assault-dangerous weapon, fel-
ony fleeing in motor vehicle and 
misdemeanor DWI. Goodman 
was sentenced to 21 months in 
St. Cloud State Prison, 90 days 
in county jail, $9,464.29, no 
contact with victims, no alcohol 
or controlled substance use, 
obtain permission to leave the 
state, no possession of fire-
arms and 5 years of supervised 
probation. 

The following misdemeanors 
and petty misdemeanors were 
heard in Steele County District 
Court the week of Oct. 23 – 27: 

Blooming Prairie
Police Department 
Victor Salinas, 36, Austin, 
suspended license, $281; 
Alejo B. Tobias, 49, Austin, no 
license, $181. 

MN State Patrol
Rochester
Rebecca R. Applegate, 33, 
Albert Lea, possession of par-
aphernalia, $131; Ianet E. Arias 
Mojica, 20, Austin, expired reg-
istration, $111; Garry G. Baluy-
ot, 31, Austin, speeding, $131; 
Stephanie N. Betley, 31, Apple 
Valley, speeding, $141; Joseph 
L. Bluhm, 32, Pemberton, sus-
pended license, $281; Wilmon 
Bryant, 29, Crystal, unsafe lane 
usage, $131; Trevor G. Caron, 
35, Owatonna, speeding, $131; 
Denis A. Carrasco, 26, Dallas, 
TX, no license, $181; Michael 
R. Harbek, 48, Ridgeland, 
WI, speeding, $121; Tenille C. 
Jensen, 40, Austin, speeding, 
$121; Constance M. Laurel, 31, 
St. Charles, no license, $181; 
Richard E. Lee, 63, Ames, IA, 
speeding, $121; Ibeth D. Leon, 
41, Kiester, illegal u-turn and 
driving wrong way on one-way 
street, $231; Jairo A. Leyva 
Estrada, 28, Houston, TX, 
no license, $181; Thomas J. 
McInerney, 63, St. Paul, move 
over law violation, $131; Veonna 
M. Moody, 21, Williston, ND, 
speeding, $121; Mazharul K. 
Pulak, 22, Mankato, revoked li-
cense, $281; Anthony E. Radke, 
32, Plymouth, revoked license, 
$281; James P. Vyleta, 59, Unit 
A, IL, speeding, $121; Rolland 
D. Warmka, 63, Easton, vehicle 

width violation and vehicle 
weight violation, $1,081. 

Owatonna Police
Department 
Catalina Arenas Trejo, 39, 
Medford, no license, $181; 
Markessa J. Baedke-Petersen, 
34, Owatonna, stop sign, $131; 
Alyssa J. Bethke, 23, New Rich-
land, texting while driving and 
no insurance, $331; Joshua W. 
Brunner, 31, Owatonna, DWI, 
$581, 180 days in county jail, no 
alcohol or controlled substance 
use, no possession of firearms, 
obtain permission to leave the 
state and 3 years of supervised 
probation; John R. Bulver, 30, 
Owatonna, no insurance and no 
license, $381; Esteban Cureno 
Velez, 62, Farmington, assault, 
$381, 80 hours of community 
service and 1 year of super-
vised probation; Michael A. 
Fitzherbert, 19, Faribault, stop 
sign and no license, $231; Sara 
H. Frandsen, 35, Owatonna, 
speeding, $121; Joshua J. 
Fuller, 20, Owatonna, minor 
consumption, $181; Lillian T. 
Gehring, 93, Ellendale, failure 
to yield, $131; Alyssa M. Hall, 
24, Owatonna, no insurance, 
$281; Dylan M. Hoover, 17, 
Owatonna, speeding, $221; 
Dennis Jackson, 56, Owaton-
na, domestic assault, $131, 2 
days in county jail, chemical 
dependency evaluation, no 
possession of firearms and 1 
year of supervised probation; 
Zachary D. Keller, 30, Owaton-
na, no child passenger restraint 
system, $131; Joseph L. Marlin, 
34, Albert Lea, suspended 
license and no insurance, $481; 
Daniel P. Moller, 63, Owaton-
na, seat belt, $106; Kadyn J. 
Mulert, 18, Owatonna, seat 
belt, $106; Isiah Y. Perez, 19, 
Owatonna, speeding, $221; 
Keith A. Peterson, 33, Waseca, 
no license in possession and 
signals violation, $141; Ashlee 
M. Quast, 33, Maplewood, theft, 
$131 and 30 days in county jail; 
Shane N. Radke, 37, Owatonna, 
DWI, $406, 3 days in coun-
ty jail, attend MADD impact 
panel, Substance Abuse Subtle 
Screening Inventory and 1 year 
of supervised probation; Scott 
L. Rasmussen, 40, Owatonna, 
seat belt, $106; Sara R. Schum-
acher, 38, New Richland, failure 
to yield, $131; Jace D. Shaske, 
23, Owatonna, stop sign and 
expired tabs, $161; Dylan P. 
Spencer, 19, St. Paul, theft, 
$181; Juana P. Tarango, 57, 
Owatonna, revoked license and 
no insurance, $481; Adam J. 
Techau, 33, Owatonna, revoked 
license, $281; Ubah M. Yussuf, 
29, Owatonna, permit violation, 
$131. 

Steele County
Sheriff’s Office
Falconer R. Bellefy, 22, Cla-
remont, failure to deliver title 
within 10 days, no insurance 
and speeding, $531; Aaron W. 
Brunner, 23, Waseca, speed-
ing, $281; Catherine M. Buck, 
64, Owatonna, speeding, $141; 
John R. Bulver, 30, Owatonna, 
speeding and no insurance, 
$331; James L. Davis, 49, 
Medford, speeding, $121; Allie 

E. Frank, 17, New Richland, 
speeding, $121; David A. 
Hellstern, 65, Kenyon, speed-
ing, $121; Caleb J. Kottke, 25, 
Owatonna, speeding, $221; 
Jakob W. Melcher, 18, Meriden, 
speeding, $141; Karl A. Mertins, 
34, West Concord, speeding, 
$121; Michelle M. Miranda, 20, 
Owatonna, speeding, $221; 
Nicholas A. Myers, 20, New 
Richland, speeding, $221; Han-
nah R. Neitzell, 25, Owatonna, 
expired tabs, $111; Oron O. 
Ochalla, 41, Owatonna, texting 
while driving, stay of adjudica-
tion, 1 year of unsupervised 
monitoring without conviction; 
Robert W. Paulson, 56, Ellen-
dale, stop sign, $131; Joshua 
J. Proechel, 30, Spring Lake 
Park, speeding, $121; Candice 
J. Rath, 36, Owatonna, no in-
surance, $281; Lee R. Schimek, 
25, Rochester, speeding, $221; 
Taylor R. Schmidt, 20, Wase-
ca, speeding, $121; Jacob D. 
Smith, 27, Waseca, speeding, 
$121; Jimmy A. Weiss, 67, Little 
Falls, stop sign, $131; Timothy 
J. Wurst, 54, Blooming Prairie, 
speeding, $121. 

POLICE BLOTTER
Steele County

Owatonna Police
Oct. 27
Drugs: Police responded to 
drug activity in the 300 block of 
School St. E. at 11:39 a.m. 
DWI: At 11:56 p.m., officer 
arrested a motorist for driving 
while intoxicated in the 2100 
block of Bridge St. W. 

Oct. 28
DWI: Police made DWI arrests 
in the 1100 block of Frontage 
Road W. at 4:22 p.m. and 6:25 
p.m. 
Shoplifting: At 9:35 p.m., a 
shoplifting incident occurred in 
the 1200 block of 21st Ave. NW. 
Welfare: Officer completed a 
welfare check at North St. W. 
and State Ave. NW at 10:41 
p.m. 

Oct. 29 
Hit and Run: A hit and run 
accident resulting in property 
damage occurred in the 100 
block of School St. W. at 8:14 
a.m. 
Shoplifting: Officer issued a 
shoplifting citation in the 2100 
block of Bridge St. W. at 2:57 
p.m. 
Domestic: Police responded 
to a domestic disturbance in 
the 200 block of 21st St. NW at 
5:33 p.m. 
Crash: At 6:41 p.m., officers 
responded to a motor vehicle 
accident resulting in property 
damage at Cedar Ave. N. and 
26th St. NE. They arrested one 
of the drivers. 

Oct. 30 
Escort: Police responded to 
an escort incident in the 400 
block of School St. E. at 9:57 
a.m. They took a subject into 
custody. 
Suspicion: Officers responded 
to suspicious activity at Jadden 
Lane SE and Hayes Ave. SE at 
12:34 p.m. 
Domestic: At 5:45 p.m., 
officers arrested a juvenile 
following a domestic 
disturbance in the 300 block of 
State Ave. NW. 
Vandalism: Property damage 
was reported at Oak Ave. S. 
and School St. W. at 7:38 p.m. 
Stop Arm: Police received a 
report of a stop arm violation at 
Lincoln Ave. S. and School St. 
E. at 9:52 p.m. 

Oct. 31 
Assault: Officers responded 
to an assault in the 100 block of 
Broadway St. W. at 12:21 p.m. 
Warrant: Officer arrested 
a subject for an outstanding 
warrant in the 600 block of 
Cedar Ave. N. at 4:16 p.m. 
Mental Health: Officers 
responded to a mental health 
incident in the 2300 block of 
Linhaven Place NE at 7:05 p.m. 
Shoplifting: A shoplifting 
incident occurred in the 1100 
block of Frontage Road W. at 
9:01 p.m. 

Nov. 1
Theft: A motor vehicle was 
reported stolen from the 1000 
block of Frontage Road W. at 
3:15 a.m. 

Stop Arm: Officer took a report 
of a stop arm violation in the 
1500 block of Elm Ave. S. at 
7:56 a.m. 
Domestic: At 9:09 a.m., 
police responded to a domestic 
disturbance in the 600 block 
of Richard Place SE. They 
arrested a subject at the scene. 
Welfare: Officer completed a 
welfare check in the 300 block 
of Grove Ave. S. at 12:10 p.m. 
Vandalism: Police received 
reports of property damage in 
the 100 block of Main St. W. at 
1:07 p.m. and the 100 block of 
Shady Ave. SE at 8:34 p.m. 
Child Protection: Officers 
received a child protection 
report from the 600 block of Lee 
St. NE at 5:47 p.m. 

Nov. 2
Stop Arm: Officer issued a 
citation for a stop arm violation 
in the 1500 block of St. Paul 
Road NE at 7:25 a.m. 
Theft: Police received a theft 
report from the 300 block of 
Allan Ave. SW at 1:38 p.m. 
Domestic: Officers responded 
to a domestic disturbance in the 
700 block of Cedar Ave. S. at 
4:04 p.m. 
Intoxication: At 4:29 p.m., 
officers responded to an 
intoxicated subject in the 300 
block of Cedar Ave. S. 
Steele County Sheriff

Oct. 27 
Drugs: Deputy issued a citation 
for drug activity in the 700 block 
of 2nd Ave. NE in Medford at 
9:07 a.m. 

Oct. 28 
Burglary: Deputies began a 
burglary investigation in the 
50000 block of 22nd Ave. SW in 
Somerset Township at 1:09 p.m. 
Vandalism: Property damage 
was reported in the 500 block of 
2nd St. in Ellendale at 5:29 p.m. 
Accident: Deputies assisted 
the State Patrol with a vehicle 
off the road at 66th St. NW and 
Frontage Rd. W. in Medford at 
11:29 p.m. 

Oct. 29 
Warrant: Deputy made a 
warrant arrest at the detention 
center at 2:58 p.m. 
Suspicion: At 11:57 p.m., 
deputies responded to 
suspicious activity in the 16000 
block of 52nd Ave. NW in 
Meriden Township. They issued 
a citation at the scene. 

Oct. 30 
Arrest: Deputy arrested a 
subject in the 6800 block of 
Frontage Road W. in Medford 
at 9 a.m. 
Ordinance: At 10:18 a.m., 
deputies responded to an 
ordinance violation in the 
32000 block of 24th Ave. SE in 
Owatonna Township. 

Oct. 31
Death: Deputies began a 
death investigation in the 55000 
block of County Road 45 S. in 
Somerset Township at 4:15 a.m. 
Restraining Order: At 2:24 
p.m., deputies responded to a 
restraining order violation in the 
40000 block of 66th St. NW in 
Medford Township. They took a 
subject into custody. 
Crash: Deputies assisted 
the State Patrol with a motor 
vehicle accident with injuries at 
52nd Ave. NW and 66th St. NW 
in Deerfield Township at 10 p.m. 

Nov. 1
Crash: Deputies received 
information regarding a vehicle 
hitting a deer at Lemond Road 
and 73rd Ave. SW in Lemond 
Township at 7:37 a.m. 
Accident: Deputies assisted 
the State Patrol with a motor 
vehicle accident resulting in 
property damage in the 7200 
block of Austin Road in Aurora 
Township at 12:19 p.m. 
Warrant: At 4:40 p.m., deputy 
made a warrant arrest in the 
200 block of Central Ave. E. in 
Medford. 
Criminal Sexual Conduct: 
Deputies began an investigation 
of criminal sexual conduct in 
the 200 block of 3rd St. NE in 
Medford at 7:45 p.m. 
Pursuit: Deputies assisted 
with a vehicle pursuit at Elm 
Ave. N. and Winona St. NE in 
Owatonna at 10:53 p.m. 

Nov. 2
Warrant: Deputy arrested 
a subject for an outstanding 

warrant at the detention center 
at 12:29 a.m. 
DWI: At 4:50 a.m., deputy 
made a DWI arrest in the 1000 
block of Frontage Road W. in 
Owatonna. 
Suspicion: Deputies 
responded to suspicious activity 
in the 56000 block of 34th Ave. 
NE in Merton Township at 8:06 
a.m. 
Predatory Offender: Deputy 
responded to a predatory 
offender incident in the 84000 
block of 32nd Ave. NW in 
Medford Township at 1:55 p.m. 
Crash: At 2:36 p.m., deputies 
responded to a motor vehicle 
accident with injuries in the 
7300 block of Crane Creek 
Road in Meriden Township. 
They took one of the drivers into 
custody. 
Domestic: Deputies 
responded to a domestic 
disturbance in the 200 block of 
6th St. in Ellendale at 6:32 p.m. 
Crash: A motor vehicle 
accident resulting in property 
damage occurred in the 6800 
block of Frontage Road W. in 
Medford at 7:28 p.m. 

ARREST
Steele County

Owatonna Police
Cassandra Sue Britt, 25, 
arrested at 10:30 a.m. Oct. 
26, felony probation violation 
apprehension and detention 
arrest, held for court. 
Brandon David Wencl, 22, 
arrested at 6:25 p.m. Oct. 28, 
DWI, held for court. 
Miguel Estrada, 42, arrested 
at 7:38 p.m. Oct. 28, DWI-test 
refusal, held for court. 
Raymond Ceferino Placen-
cia, 27, arrested at 8:45 p.m. 
Oct. 29, DWI-test refusal, held 
for court. 
Brian Keith Schnagl, 34, 
arrested at 10:48 a.m. Oct. 30, 
order for protection violation, 
held for court. 
John Henry Halliday, 36, 
arrested at 4:23 p.m. Oct. 30, 
controlled substance crime, 
held for court. 
Yennifer Serban, 42, arrested 
at 4:23 p.m. Oct. 30, controlled 
substance crime, held for court. 
Jessica Jean Frank, 39, 
arrested at 10:23 p.m. Oct. 30, 
DWI and hit and run, held for 
court. 
Tyler James Gunderson, 19, 
arrested at 12:30 p.m. Oct. 31, 
domestic assault/assault, held 
for court. 
Tony Valentino Tristano, 39, 
arrested at 5 p.m. Oct. 31, fel-
ony probation violation appre-
hension and detention arrest, 
held for court. 
Blake Anthony Yearling, 20, 
arrested at 10:32 a.m. Nov. 1, 
domestic assault and interfer-
ence with 911, held for court. 
Devin Michael Meany, 23, 
arrested at 12:22 a.m. Nov. 
2, probation violation warrant 
arrest, held for court. 

Steele County Sheriff
Jeffrey Greg Winter, 54, 
arrested at 10:16 p.m. Oct. 29, 
DWI, held for court. 
Emily Kay Perkins, 22, arrest-
ed at 9:39 a.m. Oct. 30, warrant 
arrest, held for court. 
Denasha Raye Sutton, 20, 
arrested at 10:52 a.m. Oct. 
30, felony probation violation 
apprehension and detention 
arrest, held for court. 
Servando Luis Almaguer Jr., 
50, arrested at 3 p.m. Oct. 30, 
warrant arrest, $500 bail. 
Elizabeth Marie Dwyer, 41, 
arrested at 4:15 p.m. Oct. 30, 
warrant arrest, $500 bail. 
Brian John Kosel, 68, arrested 
at 3:26 p.m. Oct. 31, restraining 
order violation, held for court. 
Brandon David Botten, 29, 
arrested at 6:56 p.m. Nov. 1, 
warrants arrest, held for court. 
Ramadan Hakim Campbell, 
32, arrested at 2:03 a.m. Nov. 
2, felony violation of felony in 
possession of firearm, held for 
court. 
Jose Antonio Parajon, 33, 
arrested at 1:14 a.m. Nov. 2, 
felony fleeing in motor vehicle, 
fleeing on foot and DWI, held 
for court. 
David Roger Voracek, 47, 
arrested at 2:51 p.m. Nov. 2, 
felony predatory offender viola-
tion, held for court. 
Daniel Thomas Rolfer, 32, 
arrested at 7:04 a.m. Nov. 2, 

DWI, held for court. 

COURT NEWS
Dodge County

The following case was heard in 
Dodge County District Court the 
week of Oct. 23 with Judge Jodi 
L. Williamson presiding: 

Samuel Z. Ramirez, 36, 
Dodge Center, previously 
appeared and was convicted 
of felony sale of marijuana 
mixture. He was sentenced to 
17 months in St. Cloud State 
Prison. 

The following misdemeanors 
and petty misdemeanors were 
heard in Dodge County District 
Court the week of Oct. 23 – 30: 

Dodge County 
Sheriff’s Office
Jason A. Andrist, 47, Mantor-
ville, speeding, $220; Jason 
R. Garcia, 33, Dodge Center, 
DWI, $580, chemical assess-
ment and 1 year of supervised 
probation; Dustin D. Grabinger, 
31, Dodge Center, disorderly 
conduct, $180 and 1 year of 
probation; Colton J. Page, 25, 
Dodge Center, controlled sub-
stance crime and no insurance, 
stay of adjudication, $975, 34 
days in county jail, no alcohol 
or controlled substance use, do 
not enter liquor establishments, 
90 hours of community service 
and 2 years of supervised pro-
bation; Christine A. Ranc, 47, 
West Concord, speeding, $130; 
Bryn L. Stauffer, 41, Owatonna, 
speeding, $220; Holly A. Za-
hasky, 32, Rochester, speeding, 
$120. 

Kasson Police
Department
Derek M. Dehoff, 31, Kasson, 
violation of domestic abuse no 
contact order, $1,055, 79 days 
in county jail, no alcohol or 
controlled substance use, do 
not enter liquor establishments, 
domestic abuse evaluation, 
chemical dependency evalua-
tion, psychological evaluation, 
no contact with victim, no pos-
session of firearms, 90 hours of 
community service and 2 years 
of supervised probation; Jenny 
L. Fiksen, 26, Wanamingo, re-
voked license, $280; Brandon J. 
Mathews, 17, Kasson, seat belt, 
$105; Brittany J. Quamme, 26, 
La Crosse, WI, speeding, $140; 
Kory L. Sandoz, 48, Dodge 
Center, DWI, $480, do not enter 
liquor establishments, no alco-
hol or controlled substance use 
and 1 year of probation. 

MN State Patrol
Rochester
Crystal A. Alcaraz, 29, Clare-
mont, speeding, $130; Laura 
A. Mielke, 40, St. Charles, 
speeding, $120; Abdulaziz 
A. Mohamed, 26, Rochester, 
speeding and no license, $240; 
Jacob K. Schandorff, 20, Hay-
field, suspended license and 
unsafe passing, $330; John J. 
Siemek, 53, Lewiston, revoked 
license, $280; Robert R. Welke, 
63, Millville, seat belt, $105. 

West Concord
Police Department
Joshua D. Bale, 34, West Con-
cord, speeding, $120; James 
E. Fick, 48, Lake City, speed-
ing, $130; Jason R. Garcia, 
33, Dodge Center, disorderly 
conduct, $75, 20 hours of 
community service, domestic 
abuse evaluation and 1 year of 
supervised probation. 

POLICE BLOTTER
Dodge County

The Dodge County Sheriff’s 
Office handled 166 complaints 
during the week of Oct. 25 – 31. 
Some of them include: 

Oct. 26
Order for Protection: Dep-
uties received information re-
garding an order for protection 
violation via a third party phone 
contact in Hayfield at 9:21 a.m. 
Domestic: At 11:31 a.m., a 
woman called deputies when 
her ex who had a knife refused 
to leave her apartment in the 
100 block of Center Ave. N. in 
Hayfield. 

Blotter spotlight: Fire - On Oct. 28, deputies responded to a grain dryer that caught on fire in the 71500 block of 110th Ave. in 
Blooming Prairie at 5:16 p.m.

CRIME BRIEFS

Citizen tip leads to 
DWI arrest

A citizen tip helped 
police nab a suspected 
drunk driver in Owatonna 
Oct. 30.

A power outage was 
reported in the area of 
22nd Street NE and Condor 
Place. A citizen was outside 
and began watching the 
area when a vehicle made a 
loud screeching noise in a 
cul-de-sac. 

Police found an 
electrical box knocked off 
its base and power out in 
the neighborhood. Officers 
went to the residence and 
heard a man and woman 
talking in the garage. The 
conversation centered 
around the woman hitting 
the transformer. 

Once officers made their 

presence known, things 
turned quiet in the garage. 
At one point, officers were 
told to get a warrant. 
Eventually the garage door 
opened and a woman stood 
inside the garage next to 
pieces hanging off the front 
end of the vehicle. 

The woman admitted 
to driving and hit the 
electrical box as she was 
backing out. 

Police arrested Jessica 
Frank of Hollandale after 
they determined she was 
allegedly impaired by 
alcohol. Her alcohol level 
was found to be .18, which is 
twice the legal limit, police 
said.

Frank has been charged 
with second-degree DWI 

• Juan Placencia-Gonzalez – obstruction - $1,000 bail 
• Darrian Porter – interference with 911 – no bail 
• Amanda Portillo – DWI - $500 bail 
• Daniel Ramos – disorderly conduct - $500 bail 
• Erasmo Resendez – assault - $2,000 bail
• Benjamin Restrepro – theft - $200 bail
• Juan Reyes – criminal sexual conduct - $50,000 bail

• Margarito Reyes – criminal property damage - $3,000 bail
• Maria Reyes – false name - $500 bail
• Antonio Reyes-Guillen – drugs – no bail
• Bartolo Reyna – theft - $1,000 bail
• Kelly Reynolds – no license - $1,000 bail
• Nicholas Richards – expired registration - $500 bail
• Angel Rizo – worthless check - $5,000 bail

• Derrick Roberson – revoked license - $1,000 bail
• Tommy Robertson Jr. – DWI - $300 bail
• Raul Rodarte – DWI - $1,000 bail
• Abraam Rodriguez – DWI - $12,000 bail
• Antonio Rodriguez – DWI - $1,000 bail
• Carlos Rodriguez – terroristic threats – no bail 

Disclosing active warrants promotes public safety and aids in the identification and apprehension of wanted individuals

WARRANTS: The following individuals have active warrants in Steele County. The Sheriff provides this information as a public service



Inspired by the work of 
40 Minnesota United Ways 
and several partners in 
the community, Gov. Mark 
Dayton has proclaimed this 
week as Minnesota Acts of 
Kindness Week. 

“Our nation is faced 
with significant challenges, 
including hurricanes, racism, 
violence and terrorism. 

To develop solutions and 
build resilience, we must 
unify first and foremost as 
human beings, regardless of 
our differences,” said Kim 
Schaufenbuel, executive 
director of United Way. 

• For Employees: Give 
a note of appreciation to a 
co-worker; surprise someone 
with coffee; tape a note and 

coins to a vending machine; 
share praise; and take a new 
employee to lunch. 

• For Families and Kids: 
Bring extra supplies for your 
teacher; leave your neighbor 
a nice note; tell a friend how 
much you appreciate him/
her; mail a family member a 
card; hold the door open for 
others; and make a family 
member’s bed.

• Capture your acts 
of kindness via photos 

and videos and share 
on social media, using 
#LiveUnitedMN. Please tag 
us @UWSteeleCounty on 
Twitter and United Way of 
Steele County on Facebook.

• Order LIVE UNITED 
t-shirts at the United Way 
office, 110 N. Cedar in 
Owatonna, and wear them 
during the week. Money 
raised goes to the United Way 
of Steele County Campaign.

Powerade
20oz 8 Pack 2/$9

Coke 
20 Packs 
$5.99
 7.5oz 6 Pack 
Mini Cans 
$1.99

Gold Peak Tea
.5 Liter 6 Pack 2/$9

Delallo Gourmet 
antipasto Trays
1.00 off with 20 points

Panache
Apple Juice
Minnesota Grown 
 2/$4 with 10 points

237 Hwy Ave. S.   Locally Owned & Operated  507-583-6671

Prices Good
11/7 - 11/13

Check out OUR DOLLAR Selection! 

OBITUARIES

BIRTHDAYS

Nov. 7
Claire Loverink

Mark Hinzmann
Ariana Kohl

Maclyn Clayton

Nov. 8 
Brandy 

Thompson
Chad Watkins

Nov. 9
Marti Snider

Linda 
Klemmensen

Nov. 10 
Matt Machin

Savannah Farr
Sarah Bumgarner

Evelyn Trom

Ken Trom 
Daniel Coleman
Ryan Cremeans

Julie Eischens 
Cory Sletten 

Nov. 11
Kai Robert Luna 

Lee Trotman
LinKynn Doocy

Kristin Schneider 
Gina Gimbel

Samone 
Hernandez
Darrel Trom

Nov. 12
Jason Williamson

Nov. 13
Dylan Heuer
Erica Nelson

ANNIVERSARIES

Nov. 7
Gloria & Robert 

Salinas 

Nov. 8
Jerry & Marge 

Oxley

Nov. 9
Ken & Kathy Ryks 

Nov. 11
Doug & Kristi 

Miner
Steve & Becky 

Braaten

Nov. 12
Ricky & Nancy 

Hansen

Sponsored by:

Birthdays & Anniversaries 

Ethel Marie Christianson (née 
Muenzell), 94, passed away peacefully at 
Prairie Manor Care Center in Blooming 
Prairie on Nov. 1, 2017.

She was born in Tony, Wis., on April 
7,1923 to Albert and Mabel (Kaiser) 
Muenzell. Ethel and brothers Wesley and 
Ernest were raised on a small farm outside 
of Tony. In 1925 at age 2, Ethel lost her 
mother to sepsis. Three years later, her 
father married Verna Vanderlinden. 

In high school, Ethel was active 
in basketball, and President of the Girls Reserve. After 
graduation from Tony High School, Ethel worked at Sparta 
State School in Sparta, Wis. She saved enough money to 
attend The Gale Institute and later The Minnesota School of 
Business in Minneapolis. Employment included secretarial 
work at Northwestern Bell Telephone Company and later for 
an attorney at Iowa Mutual Insurance Company. 

Ethel played on two women’s softball leagues while 
working in Minneapolis. In 1952, Ethel moved to Tokyo, 
Japan where she was employed by the Civil Service and 
cleared for top-secret cases. Ethel held this position for three 
years, traveling extensively through Asia and climbing 
Mt. Fujiyama. While in Japan, Ethel enjoyed a variety of 
activities that included figure skating, early morning tennis, 
golf, flower arranging and doll making.

Ethel returned to the states where IBM was opening a 
plant in Rochester. She worked as a secretary for the head of 
purchasing for two years. During that period, at age 35, Ethel 
was introduced to a farmer from Blooming Prairie, Ross 
Christianson. They married in 1959 and raised three children 
(Renae, Jay and Holly) on the Christianson farm. While on 
the farm, Ethel helped with farming and enjoyed flower and 
vegetable gardening. 

She also volunteered for the American Red Cross. 
Ethel loved making fancy holiday ornaments and poured 
decorative plaster items from her 500 molds for local gift 
shops. She loved going to the Austin Artist Series with dear 
friend Marj Christianson.  Ethel and Ross were members of 
Red Oak Grove Lutheran Church. She had a beautiful voice 
and sang for weddings and funerals alongside Nina Ingvalson 
and Lennie Evenson. She was also secretary for ALCW and 
WELCA, and enjoyed quilting for these groups.  

Ethel re-entered the work force in her mid-50s, working as 
a secretary for the Administrator of Prairie Manor Nursing 
Home in Blooming Prairie for 12 years. 

Ethel loved to travel, and every summer planned family 
station wagon trips throughout the central, western and 
southern states and Mexico. She enjoyed travel to Alaska 
and Europe, and later fishing and paddle-boating at Lake 
Mazaska in Faribault. By adapting to many varied ways of 
life, Ethel had the ability to make everyone around her feel 
special.

 Ethel is preceded in death by parents Albert and Mabel, 
stepmother Verna, brothers Wesley and Ernest, stepsister 
Nettie Shultz, stepbrother Clinton Mautner and husband 
Rosmon. Ethel is survived by daughters Renae (Jim) Smith 
of Prior Lake, Holly (Steve) Ille of Blooming Prairie, son Jay 
Christianson of Los Angeles; grandchildren Carson and 
Paige Smith, Ryan Srsen, Alec and Isaac Ille, and great-
grandson Brody Srsen.

Funeral services were held Tuesday, Nov. 7, 2017 at Red 
Oak Grove Lutheran Church with Pastor Lindsay Stolen 
officiating. Interment was at the Red Oak Grove Lutheran 
Cemetery.  

Memorials can be directed to Red Oak Grove Lutheran 
Church, or recipient of donor’s choice. Services prearranged 
and performed by Worlein Blooming Prairie Funeral Home. 
Condolences may be expressed to the family online at www.
worlein.com.

Edward J. Simon, 85, of Owatonna, 
died Nov. 4, 2017 at Grand Itasca Hospital 
in Grand Rapids while away on a deer 
hunting trip.  

Mass of Christian Burial is set for 
Friday, Nov. 10, 2017 at 11 a.m. at Holy 
Trinity Catholic Church at Litomysl. 
Burial will follow at the church cemetery. 
Friends may greet the family on Thursday, 
Nov. 9, from 4-7 p.m. at the Brick–Meger 
Funeral Home, 1603 Austin Rd., Owatonna 
and one hour prior to the funeral liturgy 

at the church.  A parish rosary will be said at 3:45 p.m. at the 
funeral home on Thursday. 

Ed was born Oct. 8, 1932 in Owatonna, the son of Sidney 
and Mary (Schiller) Simon. He grew up on the family farm 
in Summit Township. He attended country school and later 
attended Blooming Prairie High school, graduating in 1950. 
After high school, Ed continued to work alongside his father 
at the family farm.  

He was united in marriage to Eilyne Olinger on June 26, 
1954 at Holy Trinity Catholic Church at Litomysl. The couple 
made their home on a farm south of Owatonna. Their union 
brought seven children.  Ed continued to farm until the early 
1990s.  After this he worked for Central Valley Co-Op and was 
a grave digger for Sacred Heart and Litomysl Cemeteries for 
26 years.  

He was a member of several organizations including:  
Eagles Club, Blooming Prairie Knights of Columbus, and 
Holy Trinity Men’s Club. He also served as a member of the 
Cemetery Board at Litomysl.

Ed is survived by his wife of 63 years, Eilyne; his children, 
Roxanne (Verlin) Nelson, Michael (Kim) Simon, Ronda 
(Michael) Fisher, Renee (Terry) Kubat, Rachelle Johnson, 
Ranita (Judd) Bang and Rosalinda (Dave) Hollister, all of 
Owatonna.  He is further survived by 16 grandchildren and 11 
great-grandchildren.  

Ed was preceded in death by his parents; two brothers, 
Jerome and George; sister, Roselyn, and brothers-in-
law, Glen Starman and Jerry Rysavy; one sister-in-law, 
Romayne Simon.  For more information or to leave an online 
condolence message go to www.brick-megerfuneralhome.
com.

Ethel Marie Christianson
Blooming Prairie

Edward J. Simon
Owatonna

Wednesday, Nov. 8
New England Boiled Dinner (alt. Sliced Turkey 

Roast), Waldorf Gelatin Salad, Dinner Roll, Mixed 
Fruit Cup

Thursday, Nov. 9
Chicken Alfredo Lasagna, Peas & Carrots, Mixed 

Green Salad, Cranberry Chews

Friday, Nov. 10
Closed in Honor of our Veterans

Monday, Nov. 13
BBQ Meatballs, Backed Potato w/sour cream, Breen 

Bean Casserole, Orange Wedge, Cook’s Choice 
Pudding

Tuesday, Nov. 14
Beef Stroganoff over Parslied Noodles, Stewed 

Tomatoes, 3-Bean Salad, Bread Pudding

SEMCAC Senior Menu

 

 

LIBRARY BOOK NOOK

As we approach Veteran’s Day it is 
appropriate to recognize and thank the 
veterans who have served our country 
throughout its history. 

This year marks the centennial of 
America’s participation in World War 
I, or the Great War as it was called at 
that time.

The Steele County Historical 
Society has a World War I exhibit that 
includes first-hand accounts by Steele 
County residents and opportunities 
to experience what soldiers may have 
experienced. That exhibit can be seen 

at the History Center in Owatonna. 
In an outreach to the county, the historical society has 

brought two history panels to the Blooming Prairie Branch 
Library. They are titled “Temperance and Women’s Suffrage” 
and “Community Supports War Effort” and feature Blooming 
Prairie’s labors during the war. 

The exhibit is available to view during regular library 
hours. In conjunction with the panels and Veteran’s Day, 
we have a display of books about World War I that can be 
checked out, both fiction and non-fiction.

The library will be closed for Veteran’s Day on Friday and 
Saturday.

Library Book Nook

Nancy Vaillancourt
NANCY 

VAILLANCOURT

Library offers 
WWI exhibit
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RECIPE CORNER

Sponsored by:

Krejci Ford 
14th Presidents Award Winner
 Blooming Prairie • 583-2046

Cream butter and sugar. Beat in cocoa and vanilla until blended. 
Add eggs, one at a time, beat 5 minutes after each addition. Pour 
into crust, chill. For a thicker pie repeat recipe and an 8-ounce 
container of Cool Whip. Refrigerate 4 hours before serving.

French Silk Pie
•1/2 c. butter, cut into 8   
   equal pieces
• 3/4 c. sugar
• 3 T. cocoa & 1 T. butter

• 1 tsp. vanilla
• 2 lg. eggs
• 1 (8”) baked pastry          
    shell

By Donna Maixner

United Way urges people to go beyond ‘Minnesota Nice’
This week is Kindness Week around the state



1Thessalonians 5:18: “In 
every thing give thanks: for 
this is the will of God in Christ 
Jesus concerning you.”

Here we are in November 
and the Thanksgiving season 
is upon us. Thanksgiving may 
well be the most universally 
celebrated holiday in America. 
It is most certainly the most 
traveled. More Americans 
travel at Thanksgiving than 
at any other single week of 
the year. It is a generous time 
of hospitality and sharing; 
a time of gatherings with 
friends and family. 

This wonderful holiday 

when we commemorate 
and celebrate God’s hand 
of protection and provision 
is meant to be a time of 
reflection and genuine 
gratitude for all the blessings 
we have received. It is strange 
then that this precious time is 
so overlooked by our culture. 
She is the Cinderella of the 
holidays; forced into the 
service of her two homely 
stepsisters, Halloween and 
Black Friday. 

Sadder still, the 
acknowledgment that she 
does receive often has more 
to do with football and food 

than an attitude or offering 
of thankfulness. How ironic 
that a people who have so 
much to be thankful for 
engage so little in that activity. 
Ours is a culture that too 
often is marred by a spirit of 
entitlement, materialism and 
selfishness.  

This spirit is the enemy of 
thankfulness. Like a petulant 
toddler we stuff our checks 
with the goodies we’ve been 
given and thrust forth our 
sticky little hands. With our 
mouths still full we demand 
more.  To be honest we come 
by it naturally.  

Our ancient parents, Adam 
and Eve, recipients of all that 
was good, having more at 
their fingertips than any other 
individuals were not content, 
but rather lusted for that one 
thing that was set off limits. 
In other words they wanted 
more. God had given so much 
and yet they felt deprived. 
Through the tempter’s words 
they came to see themselves 
as entitled and worthy of 
more. 

They ceased to value 
that which they had until 
that which they lacked 
became all they could see. 

They felt neglected rather 
than cherished and in that 
moment they fell. This 
spirit of ingratitude is such 
a destructive enemy. It is 
no wonder that our Lord 
commands us in Scripture 
to be a thankful people, not 
only the forth Thursday of 
November but all the year 
through! 

May the Lord grant 
each of us a truly thankful 
Thanksgiving.

Service Center:
507-528-2233

After Hours Towing:
507-456-4158
111 Front Street

P.O. Box 282
Claremont, MN

Minimizer.com • 800-248-3855 • Blooming Prairie

800-248-3855
www.minimizer.com

Blooming Prairie

LUTHERAN

AURORA LUTHERAN
6329 SE 28th St., Owatonna

Pastor Stephanie Wood
507-676-5696

Worship: 10:45 a.m. Sun.
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m. 

COMMUNITY LUTHERAN – 
ELCA 

106 Third St. SE., Geneva 
Pastor Kristen Venne 

507-256-4288
Worship: 9:30 a.m. Sun. 

FIRST LUTHERAN – AFLC 
503 Radel Ct., Ellendale 

Pastor Richard Sliper
507-684-2451

Saturday: 8 a.m. Men’s 
Bible Study 

Sunday: 9 a.m. Worship; 
10:15 a.m. Sunday School/

Confirmation
Tues.: 7 p.m. Call to Prayer, 

open to all churches
Wed.: 9:30 a.m. BibleStudy; 

3:30 – 5 p.m. Jesus and Me; 6 p.m. 
Call to Prayer; 6:30 p.m. 

Youth Group  

FIRST LUTHERAN – ELCA 
434 First St. SW., 
Blooming Prairie

Rev. Jeff Sandgren, 
Interim Pastor

Rev. Heidi Heimgartner, 
Associate Pastor

507-583-6621
firstlutheranbp.com

Worship: 8:30 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 
Sundays

Education Hour: 9:30 a.m. Sun. 

FIRST LUTHERAN – LCMC 
8953 SW 37th Ave., Hope

Pastor Sandy Miller
507-451-3854

Worship: 9 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School, Adult Ed: 10:15

 a.m. Sun. 

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN – 
LCMS 

2500 7th Ave. NE., Owatonna
Rev. Mark Rosenau, 

Senior Pastor
Rev. Greg Schlicker,  

Associate Pastor
507-451-4125

www.goodshepherd 
owatonna.com

Worship: 8 a.m., 9:15 a.m. 
& 10:30 a.m. Sun. 

Sunday School: 9:15 a.m. 

MOLAND LUTHERAN – ELCA 
7618 NE 84th Ave., Kenyon 
Pastor Nancy Edwardson 

507-789-6661
Worship: 10:45 a.m. Sun. 

Sunday School: 9:30 a.m. 

PONTOPPIDAN LUTHERAN – 
ELCA 

9651 SW 75th St., Ellendale
Pastor Mike Walerius 

507-465-8366
Worship: 10:15 a.m. Sun. 

Sunday School: 9 a.m. Sun. 

REDEEMER LUTHERAN – LCMS 
1054 Truman Ave., Owatonna

Pastor Kirk Griebel
507-451-2720 

Worship: 9 a.m. Sun. 
Education Hour: 
10:15 a.m. Sun. 

RED OAK GROVE LUTHERAN – 
ELCA 

30456 Mower-Freeborn 
Road, Austin 

Pastor Lindsay Stolen 
507-583-2038 or 507-437-3000

www.roglutheran.org
Worship: 9 a.m. Sun. 

Sunday School
 (Sept. – May): 10:15 a.m. 

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN – LCMS 
4532 SE 84th Ave., Claremont

Pastor Alan Broadwell
507-528-2404

Worship: 6 p.m. Saturday; 
10:30 a.m. Sun. 

Sunday School: 9:15 a.m. 

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN – LCMS 
28959 630th Ave., Sargeant

Pastor Collin Duling 
507-251-5568

Worship: 10:15 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School: 9 a.m. 

ST. MICHAEL’S LUTHERAN – 
ELCA 

30450 570th Ave., Waltham
Pastor Dwight DoBell

507-567-2474
Worship: 8:30 a.m. Sun. 

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN – LCMS 
202 E. Park Ave., Hollandale 

Pastor Jesse Krusemark 
507-567-2272

Worship: 8:30 a.m. Sun.
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m. 

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN – ELCA 
2781 SW 92nd Ave., Meriden

Pastor Cheryl D. Indehar
507-451-2165

Worship: 10:30 a.m. Sun. 

TRINITY LUTHERAN 
5881 SE 118th St., 
Blooming Prairie

Pastor Stephanie Wood
507-676-5696

Worship: 9 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School: 10:30 a.m. (First 

Sunday of the month)

TRINITY LUTHERAN – ELCA 
609 Lincoln Ave., Owatonna

Rev. Todd Buegler, Senior Pastor
Rev. Dean Smith, 
Associate Pastor

Rev. Amanda Weinkauf, 
Associate Pastor 

507-451-4520
www.tlcowatonna.org 

Worship: Saturday: 5 p.m.;  
Sun.: 8:15 a.m., 9:30 a.m. & 

10:45 a.m.; Wednesday: 6 p.m. 
Sunday School: 

8:15 a.m. & 9:30 a.m. 

TRINITY LUTHERAN – ELCA 
104 First St. SE., Hayfield 

Pastor Paul Hauschild 
507-477-2248 

www.trinityhayfield.org 
Worship: 8 a.m. 

& 10:30 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m. 

TRINITY LUTHERAN – LCMS 
108 Third Ave. SW., Medford
Pastor Mark Biebighauser 

507-451-0447
Worship: 9 a.m. Sun. 

Education Hour: 10:15 a.m. 

TRINITY LUTHERAN – LCMS 
57043 300th St., Waltham

Pastor Jesse Krusemark 
507-567-2272

Worship: 10:30 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m. 

ZION LUTHERAN – ELCA 
7126 SW 98th St., Ellendale

Pastor Cheryl D. Indehar
507-451-2165

Worship: 8:30 a.m. Sun. 

CATHOLIC

CHRIST THE KING 
203 Second Ave. NW., Medford 

507-451-6353
Father Kevin Connolly
Deacon Patrick Fagan 

Sunday Mass: 8:30 a.m. 
Monday Mass: 9 a.m. 

CHURCH OF ALL SAINTS
307 SW First St., New Richland 

Father Raul Silva 
Fr. Adam McMillan, 

Parochial Vicar
507-465-8217

Mass: 5 p.m. Saturday 

HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC 
CHURCH OF LITOMYSL

9946 SE 24th Ave., Owatonna
Father John Sauer

Fr. Jose Morales, Weekend 
Presider 

507-451-1588
www.litomysl.webs.com
Reconciliation: 8:45 a.m. 

1st & 3rd Sundays 
Sunday Mass: 9:30 a.m. 

Sunday Children’s Church for 
Preschool – 1st Grade 

began Sept. 24
Faith Formation for Kindergarten

 – Confirmation: 6:30 p.m. 
Wednesdays

Adult Study: 6:30 p.m. 
Wednesdays 

SACRED HEART CATHOLIC
150 NE Second St., Hayfield

Father Thomas Niehaus 
507-477-2256

Mass: 8 a.m. Sun. 
& 8:30 a.m. Thursday 

Reconciliation: 7:30 a.m. Sun. 

SACRED HEART PARISH 
810 S. Cedar Ave., Owatonna

Father John Sauer
Fr. Jose Morales, Parochial Vicar

507-451-1588
www.sacredheartowatonna.org 

Mass: 5 p.m. Sat urday; 
8:30 a.m. &10 a.m. Sun. 

Spanish Mass: 11:45 a.m. Sun. 
Daily Mass: 7:15 a.m.  

Reconciliation: 4 p.m. Sat. 
Adoration: 

8 a.m. – 10 p.m. Thurs. 

ST. COLUMBANUS CATHOLIC 
114 E. Main St., Blooming Prairie 

Father Thomas Niehaus 
507-583-2784

www.stcolumbanuschurch.com 
Mass: 10 a.m. Sun. 
& 8:30 a.m. Friday 

Reconciliation: 9 a.m. 
First Friday & Saturday 

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC PARISH
512 S. Elm Ave., Owatonna

Father Kevin Connolly
Deacon Patrick Fagan

507-451-4845
Saturday Mass: 4 p.m. 

Sunday Mass: 8 & 10 a.m. 
Reconciliation: 

3-3:30 p.m. Sat. 
Daily Mass: 

8 a.m. Tues., Wed. & Fri. 
(Communion Service 

8 a.m. Thursday) 
Adoration Chapel available 

 Mon. – Fri. 7 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. 
Key fob required after 

hours or weekends 

CHRISTIAN

CHRIST COMMUNITY 
COVENANT 

540 SE 18th St., Owatonna
Dr. V. Brent Carlson, Pastor

507-451-1032
Worship: 9 a.m. Sun. 

Sunday Connections: 10:15 a.m. 

PENTECOSTAL

FIRST UNITED PENTECOASTAL 
230 Locust Ave., Owatonna 
Pastor Eliazar Talamantes

507-363-2240
Worship: 10 a.m. Sun.; 
6:30 p.m. Wednesday 

METHODIST

BLOOMING GROVE UNITED 
METHODIST 

43089 180th St., Medford
(Seven miles west of 
Medford on CR 23)

Pastors JJ & Stefanie Morgan  
507-835-8726

Worship: 8:30 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m. 

ELLENDALE UNITED METHODIST
200 Sixth St. NW., Ellendale

Pastor Randy Cirksena
507-684-2731

www.ellendaleumc.org
Worship: 10:30 a.m. Sun.
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m. 

OWATONNA UNITED 
METHODIST

815 E. University, Owatonna
Loren Olson, Pastor

Linda Boorman, Associate Pastor 
Joyce Parker, Associate Pastor 

507-451-4734
www.owatonnaumc.org

Traditional Worship: 9 a.m. Sun.
Contemporary Worship: 

10:45 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday morning service 

at 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School/Adult Classes: 

10 a.m. 
Wednesday night 

service at 6:30 p.m.

NON-DENOMINATIONAL

BRIDGES OF HOPE COMMUNITY 
130 W. Bridge St., Owatonna

Pastor Keith Haskell
507-215-2249 

Worship: 10 a.m. Sun. 
Biblestudy: 9 a.m. Sun. 

Reformers Unanimous Meetings: 
7 p.m. Friday 

CEDAR CREEK 
30 E. Main St., Hayfield 
Pastor Aaron de Neui

507-477-2255
www.cedarcreekchurch.org

Worship: 10 a.m. Sun. 

DESTINY CHRISTIAN 
Owatonna Campus

422 North St., Owatonna
Pastors Tyler & Jessica Braucht 

507-254-8514
www.destinycc.org

Worship: 10 a.m. Sun. 

ELEVATION NORTH 
2002 Austin Road, Owatonna

Pastor Doug Jones
507-363-3099

www.elevationnorth.blogspot.com
Worship (English): 10 a.m. Sun. 

Sunday School: 10:30 a.m. 
Worship (Spanish): 2 p.m. Sun. 

Bible Study: 6:30 p.m. Wednesday 
Spanish Evangelism & Prayer: 

7 p.m. Friday 

NEW BEGINNINGS 
332 14th St. NE., Owatonna

Pastors Scott & Joan Peterson
507-721-1366

Worship: 10 a.m. Sun. 
Gateway Connection: 

6 p.m. Sun. 

SIMPLE CHURCH 
4515 NW 22nd Ave., Owatonna
(Country Goods building across

 the freeway from Cabela’s) 
Pastor Todd Lundgren

507-451-5661
Worship: 9:30 a.m. Sun. 

Bible Study: 7 p.m. Wednesday 

MENNONITE

PRAIRIE MENNONITE 
13638 750th St., Blooming Prairie 

Bishop Dennis Martin 
507-583-7532

Worship: 10:30 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m. 

Prayer Meeting: 
7:30 p.m. Wed.

MORMON

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
 OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

404 31st St. NW, Austin
Bishop Rick Bremner

507-433-9042
Worship: 9 a.m. Sun. 

PRESBYTERIAN

ASSOCIATED CHURCH
Presbyterian Church (USA) and 

United Church of Christ
800 Havana Road, Owatonna 

507-451-1546
www.associatedchurch.org

office@associatedchurch.org
Sunday Worship: 9 a.m.  

(Fellowship, Church School, and 
Adult Discussions follow)

Wednesday Activities:  Sept – 
May (see website for schedule)

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
109 E. Main St., Hayfield

Pastor Kirk Johnston
507-477-2631

Worship: 9:30 a.m. Sun. 

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST 
2373 Seventh Ave. NE, Owatonna

Pastor Bob Brauer
507-340-7143

Worship: 9:30 a.m. Sat. 
Bible Study: 11 a.m. Sat. 

UCC

CONGREGATIONAL UNITED 
CHURCH OF CHRIST

211 S. Main St., Medford
Pastor Louise Bender

507-451-4596
Worship: 10 a.m. Sun.

Sunday School: 9 a.m. 

ASSEMBLY OF GOD

VIBRANT LIFE 
ASSEMBLY OF GOD

702 Third St. S., Ellendale
Pastor Patrick Stitt

507-684-3421
www.vibrantlifeag.com 
Worship: 10:30 a.m. Sun. 

Kids Church: 10:30 a.m. Sun. 

BAPTIST

FIRST BAPTIST
104 First Ave. NE, 
Blooming Prairie

Pastor Matt Fennell
507-583-2673

Worship: 10 a.m. Sun. 
& 6:30 p.m. Wednesday 
Sunday School: 9 a.m. 

Bible Study: 11:30 a.m. Sun. 

Locally Owned & Operated
237 Hwy. Ave. S.

Blooming Prairie
507-583-6671

118 5th Ave.
Ellendale

507-684-2471
Andy & Mary Lerberg

LERBERG’S 
FITNESS 
CENTER
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Dr.
Deborah

Lien
DDS, MBS

Dr.
Deborah

Lien
DDS, MBS

Building
Healthy
Smiles!

132 2nd Ave NE
Blooming Prairie
507.583.6613

FREE 
CONSULTATION

FOR THAT HOMETOWN 
PERSONAL TOUCH

Hwy. 218
Blooming Prairie

507-583-2018
Owatonna

121 W. Broadway St.

507-451-0193

Mike Bishman
Call Jon Arnett @

455-3735 for a tour 
236 22nd St. SE • Owatonna

Vibrant Living For  
Individuals 55 & Older  
at a Reasonable Price Sales • Service • Rentals • Leasing

800-722-1282
www.garlickswater.com

322 East Main St.
Blooming Prairie

507-583-2276

FLOOR 
TECH

S U P P E R  C L U B

27017 US Highway 218 • Austin
(507) 433-7841

Open daily 
at 11:am 1180 Frontage Rd E • Owatonna

507-455-9551
www.owatonnagranite.com

“Creating Your Story in Stone”

Reflection and gratitude for the many blessings received

AREA WORSHIP SCHEDULE

PASTOR’S CORNER

PASTOR MATT FENNELL

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

BLOOMING PRAIRIE

Worship & Faith
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Representatives from the Boys & Girls Club of Rochester meet with Board Members of the newly formed BP Youth Club in Blooming Prairie to 

transfer ownership of the building to BP Youth Club.

Photo left to right: Craig Kruckeberg, BP Youth Club BOD, Tamzen Johnson, BP Youth Club Treasurer, Leon Clark, Boys & Girls Club of 

Rochester Board President, Jodi Millerbernd, CEO of Boys & Girls Club of Rochester, Angie Carlson, BP Youth Club Board President, 

Marcy Sundine, BP Youth Club Executive Director, Henry Sundine.

Renamed Blooming Prairie Youth Club 

open for business

The more things change, the more they stay the same.

Yes, there is still a youth organization in Blooming Prairie, and 
yes, it is still housed on the south side of town at 401 4th St SE.

Just don’t make the mistake of calling it the Blooming Prairie 
Boys & Girls Club.

The Boys & Girls Club of Rochester has officially severed ties 
with the BP-based group.

Meet the Blooming Prairie Youth Club.

 “We couldn’t be more excited,” BP Youth Club board member 
Craig Kruckeberg said.  “There are a lot of great things going 
on at the BP Youth Club, and now our hands aren’t tied by the 
Rochester group anymore.”

Blooming Prairie isn’t the only small town to suffer, either.  
The National office stopped opening Clubs in rural areas five 
years ago.

“Something had to be done,” Kruckeberg said.  “The kids in 
this community need the support the Blooming Prairie Youth 
Club offers.  And just because the split is now official doesn’t 
mean we’re done looking for ways to improve the Youth Club.”

A separate group is currently pursuing a new facility that 
would become the new home of the BP Youth Club.

“Our local kids are the heart and soul 
of the club, the future of BP, and 
they deserve the utmost support,” 
Kruckeberg said.

About Blooming Prairie Youth Club

Since opening its doors more than 15 years ago, the BP Youth 
Club has been dedicated to the children of Blooming Prairie.
The Club is a place where area kids can go for educational 
programming, informational field trips, and fun with friends.  
Safety, education and community form the heart of the Club, 
which looks after more than a hundred Blooming Prairie 
children.

For more information on the Blooming Prairie Youth Club, 
contact Executive Director Marcy Sundine at 507-583-6699, 
or e-mail marcy@bpyouthclub.com.
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Sometimes it is hard to accept a loss, 
and the Blossom defeat by Goodhue 
in the section finals proved to be 
one of those times. 

The Blossoms played so hard 
and deserved a better fate, but a few costly 
mistakes at crucial times relegated the 
team to second place.  The loss, however, 

did not diminish my 
admiration for the 
2017 version of the 
Awesome Blossom 
football team. A couple 
of key injuries, and 
a concussion forced 
them to deal with some 
adversity, but they 
overcame them with 
spirited play, hard 
work, and some great 
determination.

Surely, the loss 
will hurt for awhile, 
but eventually the 

coaching staff and the team will look back 
and say, “We had a very good team, and we 
made our students and our fans proud of our 
accomplishments.” 

MUSICAL TAKES THE STAGE
After three months of rehearsal, 

‘Legally Blonde’, the 2017 all-school musical 
will present the first performance this 
Thursday night, and from everything 
my neighbor spies have uncovered, it is a 
highly entertaining production. Because the 
football team still competed in the section 
playoffs through last Saturday, the times 
have changed slightly this year. The first 
show will be on Thursday, with the dinner 
theater performance set for Friday. Dinner is 
at 6 p.m., with the play at 7 p.m.  

The final performance was still to be 
determined as I write this column, but 
the play promises good entertainment, 
tuneful singing, and plenty of humor, and 
I urge everyone to get to at least one of the 
performances. I don’t think you will be 
disappointed.

VILLAGE AFFAIR A BIG HIT
I didn’t mention it in last week’s column, 

but the annual Village Affair enjoyed one 
of its most successful ones of all time. With 
the sponsorship of the AAUW and Women of 
Today, approximately 70 exhibitors clamored 
for space, and sales of a multitude of hand-
made crafts moved out of the booths with 
satisfied smiles on the faces of buyers.

The occasion also brings together friends 
and acquaintances who spend several 
minutes catching up on respective families. 
In some cases it is an opportunity that 
happens just once a year- at the village affair. 
The variety of product is truly amazing, 
and I think that all involved- exhibitors and 
customers- went home satisfied with the 
day’s event.

FIRST TIME CHAMPS
I thought it is fitting that the Houston 

Astros won the World Series, after that 
city had undergone such travail from the 
hurricane a month ago, and they probably 
were the best all-around team in baseball 
last season. It did, however, disappoint me 
just a little bit, as I have been a lifelong 
Dodgers fan, ever since the team resided 
in Brooklyn. As a youngster I used to look 
forward to Saturdays to hear Mutual Radio’s 
Game of the Week.

The Dodgers were popular enough so that 
they were on the broadcast regularly, and I 
could recite their lineup, the batting order 
and each player’s batting average within a 
few points. The team lost some of its appeal 
to me when they moved to Los Angeles, and I 
became less enthusiastic once the Minnesota 
Twins came to our state, but I did continue to 
have a little soft spot in the back of my heart 
for them.

This time, however, I did think it is 
appropriate that Houston won it all, and they 
deserved the victory. Now, if only the Twins 
could emerge and ignite our enthusiasm 
once again for a third trip to that hallowed 
position. Well, maybe next year!

NAMES IN THE NEWS
Recently, Max Romeo, McKenna Hein, and 

volleyball ninth grade coach Jennifer Wayne 
have all been interviewed on Owatonna 
Lives’ web site, “Stories of Steele” by sports 
enthusiast Todd Walkingstick. Last week 
senior Sam Wurst had her chance on the 
program. Wurst is another of the BPHS three 
sport athletes as she competes in volleyball, 
basketball, and track. 

She recounted some of her highlights in 
her athletic career and expressed surprise at 
how fast her senior year was passing. Wurst 
has been a dominant hitter in volleyball, a 
leading scorer on the basketball team, and 
last year earned a trip to the state track meet 
in the high jump. She is just one of several 
BPHS personalities who has been tapped 
for the Owatonna broadcast, and is a great 
example of the high caliber individual that 
comes from the local high school.

On Nov.11, the local Servicemen’s club 
will be honoring the community veterans 
with a Veterans’ Day ceremony beginning at 
11 a.m. In this case many names are in the 
news, as the service of these individuals are 
recognized. Thank a veteran and attend the 
ceremony for them on Saturday.

Thanksgiving is next on the list of 
holidays to which we can look forward. A 
Spaghetti supper, a Hero’s breakfast, and 
the annual Gobble Wobble all are scheduled 
events coming up in the next three weeks. 
Enjoy the changing weather, repeat three 
times, “It’s good to be a Blossom,” and we’ll 
talk again.

FOOTBALL

In an explosive nature, the 
Owatonna Huskies easily captured 
the Section 1-Class 5A championship 
title by killing Rochester Century 
37-0 Friday night in Owatonna. 

The victory moves the Huskies 
into the state quarterfinals Saturday 

against Mahtomedi at Lakeville 
North. Both teams sport 9-1 records. 
In other Class 5A contests, Andover 
will take on Elk River Friday night 
and St. Louis Park will face Brainerd 
and Mankato West will challenge 
Apple Valley Saturday night. There 

are no undefeated teams in Class 5A.
Owatonna held Century to just 28 

yards rushing and 80 yards passing, 
including a 47-yard reception. But 
Century was unable to cash in for 
anything on the long reception. 

Owatonna captures fourth section title in six years; 
moves onto state quarterfinals Saturday

BY RICK BUSSLER
PUBLISHER

He saved the best for last.
After three appearances at the Minnesota 

cross-country meet, Blooming Prairie senior 
Alec Ille captured his best ever performance 
at state. He finished 41st with a 16:59 time, 
which is the best in the school’s history. Ian 
Campbell held the previous record at 17:06.

“It’s always nice to leave a mark,” Ille said 
after Coach John Bruns informed him of his 
record. 

In his previous two state tournaments, Ille 
finished 72nd and 90th. 

Going into the state cross country 
tournament, Ille had set two goals—to finish 
in the top 25 and to have a finishing time 
under 17 minutes. While he didn’t quite make 
the first goal, he’s happy to have come away 
with a respectable time that put him into the 
BP School record books. 

“It’s not exactly where I wanted to place, 
but I did the best I could,” Ille said shortly 
after crossing the finish line. 

With temperatures hovering around 
40 degrees and light winds, the conditions 
proved to be ideal for Ille and other runners 
competing at the state meet at St. Olaf College 
in Northfield Saturday afternoon. St. Olaf has 
hosted the state meet for the past 25 years.  

“The cold weather and crisp air felt really 
good this time around,” Ille said. 

Ille got a jump start on preparing himself 
for the 5K run by previewing the course 
Friday afternoon with Coach Bruns. “It’s a 
pretty course. I like the trails,” Ille said. 

During the competition, Ille said he was 
forced to “go hard” for the first mile, which 
he acknowledged proved to be the hardest for 
him. He ran the first mile in five minutes. 

“My favorite part is on the prairie because 
it’s quiet and you don’t have people screaming 
at you,” Ille said. “The quiet area helps you 
think a little more.”

Throughout the run, Ille said he was 
focused on staying relaxed and knowing 
where he was at on the course. “I focused on 
my form,” he said. 

Ille credits his father, who used to be the 
cross-country coach, for getting him involved 
in the sport. “He gave me a lot of knowledge on 
cross country,” Ille said. 

He jumped into cross-country in seventh 
grade and has been competing ever since. 
“Cross training and strength training are 
huge in cross-country,” Ille explained. “It 
helps you get power and strength.”

Ille prepared himself throughout the fall 
by running 4-10 miles per day. He gradually 
increased the distances. He typically takes 
Sundays off as it “helps the body bounce back 
after a week of training.”

Bruns, who has been coaching cross-
country for 21 years, described Ille as “a kid 
who is dedicated to process and getting better 
every day.” Bruns said Ille does the best to 
make himself a little better each day. 

The coach said Ille has dedicated himself 
to the cross-country and credits him with 
growing the program in Blooming Prairie. 
This year there were 30 participants in the 
program, up from 23 and 11 the previous two 
years. “We had one of the biggest teams in 
the section,” Bruns said, adding Ille has been 
responsible for program’s growth as others 
identify wanting to be a part of the success.  

Evidence of Ille’s love for cross-country 
came during a recent spaghetti dinner when 
he showed all the other team members his 
favorite running movie. “He’s a dedicated 
athlete and runner,” Bruns said. 

Ille’s greatest strengths are his attitude and 
dedication to the sport, according to Bruns. 
“He’s a true student of the game,” he said.

With his high school career behind him, 
Ille now has his eyes set on other goals. He 
hopes to be an all-American in college in 
either track or cross-country. He is looking to 
attend Wartburg College. 

“It’s nuts. You’ve got to be crazy to do this,” 
Ille said of cross-country.

Blossoms’ Ille captures best ever time at state

Outside 
the Lines

LEMAR NELSON

Hard loss to take 
for Blossoms

Senior Alec Ille
- 3-time state qualifier
- Finished 41st in state
- Best time in school history: 16:59

STAFF PHOTO: RICK BUSSLER
Blooming Prairie senior Alex Ille finished 41st with a time of 16:59 at the state cross country meet at 
St. Olaf College in Northfield Saturday afternoon. Ille has competed in state for three straight years 
with this year being his best performance ever.

BP CROSS-COUNTRY RECORD

SEE HUSKIES, B2

EXPLOSIVE 
HUSKIES

CROSS COUNTRY

STAFF PHOTO: RICK BUSSLER
Huskies football players were overcome with joy after they easily pounded Rochester 
Century 37-0 to win the Section 1 Class 5A championship Friday night in Owatonna. Team 
captain Alex Raichle proudly holds the trophy while the rest of his teammates join him in 
celebrating. At right, quarterback Abraham Havelka gets ready to make another pass in the 
blowout contest. 
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FOOTBALL

STAFF PHOTOS: RICK BUSSLER
Top: Huskies tight end Nolan Malo (82) grabs a Rochester 
Century defender as he makes a tackle during Friday’s section 
finals in Owatonna. Center left: Noah Budach attempts to 
sneak past a couple of Panthers players. Budach scored 
three touchdowns in the game for Owatonna. Center right: 
Alex Raichle (4) carries the ball and goes over a couple of RC 
players. Cut out: Ben Zappa (11) makes an attempt to tackle 
a Panthers player running with the ball. Bottom right: The 
Huskies celebrated after receiving the Section 5A trophy. 
Owatonna has captured the section title for four of the past 
six years. The Huskies advance to the state quarterfinals 
Saturday at Lakeville North. 

HUSKIES: 
Owatonna wins 
section title

The Huskies played 
brilliantly in all aspects of the 
game, but especially in the 
turnover category as they had 
none. 

One of the most exciting 
plays turned out to be a 
55-yard touchdown pass by 
quarterback Abe Havelka 
to Noah Budach less than a 
minute into the game. After 
that touchdown, the Huskies 
didn’t look back and seemed 
to dominate the rest of the 
game. 

Century was down 24-0 at 
the half. Hopes of a comeback 
were quickly dashed in the 
third quarter when the 
Panthers fumbled the kickoff. 
The Huskies scored two plays 
later when Havelka tossed 
a 17-yard touchdown pass to 
Budach for a 30-0 lead.  

The section championship 
title is Owatonna’s fourth 
in the past six years. The 
Huskies won the state 
championship in 2013.

SCORING SUMMARY

OWATONNA

14	 10	 13	 0—37

CENTURY

0	 0	 0	 0—0

OWATONNA STATS

RUSHING- 88; PASSING- 

309; PENALTIES- 34 YARDS

FIRST QUARTER

O— NOAH BUDACH 55 PASS 

FROM ABE HAVELKA (JOSH 

NELSON KICK) 11:06

O— HAVELKA 1 RUN 

(NELSON KICK) 5:25

SECOND QUARTER

O— JASON WILLIAMSON 

30 PASS FROM HAVELKA 

(NELSON KICK) 7:20

O— NELSON 21 FG, 1:08

THIRD QUARTER

O— BUDACH 17 PASS 

FROM HAVELKA 

(KICK BLOCKED) 

11:11

O— BUDACH 52 

PASS FROM 

HAVELKA 

(NELSON 

KICK) 

5:36

FROM PAGE B1



BOWLING

 

FOOTBALL

STAFF PHOTO: RICK BUSSLER
After the Huskies ran all over Rochester Century 37-0 Friday night in Owatonna, Kadyn Mulert (78) embraced Jason Williamson (22) as 
the team celebrated winning the section championship. It was the fourth time in six years that the Huskies have won the section title. 
Owatonna plays Saturday night at Lakeville North in the state quarterfinals. 
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BY LEMAR NELSON
STAFF WRITER

Another hotly contested contest in a long competitive 
rivalry went this time to Goodhue, as the Wildcats edged 
Blooming Prairie 19-14 on RCTC’s artificial turf Saturday.  
The win advanced Goodhue to quarterfinal action in Class 
1A football playoffs at 11-0, while the Blossoms saw their 
final record fall to 8-3.

The game had an intensity about it that generated 
spirited play from both teams, and neither team got 
comfortable in the contest. It looked bad for BP early on, 
when the Wildcats scored the first two times they had the 
ball. Mason Huemann ran for 6 yards and a touchdown, 
following a third down and 17 pass to Ryan Schoenfelder 
from quarterback Jack Gadient gained 24 yards to the six. 

That followed a first drive of the game that resulted 
in a 24-yard field goal by Mariano Bigalk. In that drive 
Huemann accounted for 47 yards of the offense to set up 
the field goal. One wouldn’t think it good, when Huemann 
rushed for 229 yards in the game, but except for the first 
drive and the winning drive at the end, BP kept Huemann 
pretty well bottled up in the game.

Although the Blossoms had a couple of good drives early 
in the first half, they didn’t materialize into any points. But 
a drive midway through the second quarter finally clicked, 
with quarterback Seth Peterson finally finding Gabe 
Hagen on a fade route into the end zone for a 35-yard strike, 
and Brad Staska’s extra point kick cut the margin to 10-7.  
Another BP drive before the half fell short, and the Wildcats 
held that 10-7 edge at the break. 

In the third quarter Goodhue scored another field goal by 
Bigalk, this time from 27 yards. Another drive ended, when 
Mitchell Oswald blocked an attempted 23-yard field goal try 
by Bigalk. BP embarked on a 77-yard drive that resulted in a 
touchdown, when Peterson tossed 39-yard pass to Tim Wolf, 
who made a dazzling catch and run for 39 yards. Staska’s 
good kick put BP up 14-13, and the Blossoms led for the first 
and only time.

Three minutes and 28 seconds later, just into the final 
quarter, Goodhue capped a 73-yard drive with Huemann 
bearing the bulk of the running into the BP end zone.  
His one-yard plunge finished the drive, but the two-point 
conversion pass attempt failed, and the Wildcats led 19-14 
on the ensuing kickoff, BP looked to have an answer with 
a drive that found Peterson hitting Wolf with a 45-yard 
strike down the side to the Goodhue 35, but then the locals 
misfired. A motion penalty, followed by a Schoenfelder 
sack put BP way back to the 40–yard line, and the Wildcats 
stalled out the final four minutes to record the victory.

Coach Chad Gimbel concluded, “I am super proud of the 
kids. The way they rose to the occasion these last few weeks 
was great, and they handled a lot of adversity with courage 
and determination.”

BP’s timeouts came up short in stopping the Wildcat 
possession, and another in a long series of rivalry traditions 
settled into the Goodhue win column. As mentioned, 
Huemann carried the load for the Goodhue attack, although 
Schoenfelder caught 4 passes for 128 yards. Peterson piled 
up 277 yards passing for the Blossoms, as the ground game 
gained only 43 yards.

As Gimbel commented, “We were playing a great team, 
and we have to make all the plays. We missed a few tackles 
that could have made a difference on defense and the offense 
stalled with a couple of missed blocks. It was a great high 
school game.”

GOODHUE	 3	 10	 0	 6	 = 	19

BLOOMING PRAIRIE	 0	 7	 7	 0	 =	  14   

TEAM TOTALS

GOODHUE RUSHING 278 YARDS: HUEMANN 229, 

CASEY RYAN 19, KALEB O’REILLY 18.

GOODHUE PASSING GADIENT 9-FOR-14 FOR 168 YARDS- 

RECEIVING  SCHOENFELDER 124, RYAN 16, CARTER 

DANIELSON 14.

BP RUSHING 43- PETERSON 29, MAX ROMEO  14.

BP PASSING PETERSON 17-FOR-30 277 YARDS- 

RECEIVING WOLF 101, HAGEN 48, ROMEO 15.

RESULTS WEEK FOUR NOV. 1, 2017

TEAM STANDINGS

	 WON	 LOST

F & M BANK	 16.5	 3.5

B TO Z HARDWARE	 14.5	 5.5

KOSTERS’ KAR CORNER	 11	 9

J & H/DAIRY QUEEN	 10	 10

EPIC  CONTRACTING	 5	 15

BUNKIES LANES & GRILL	 3	 17

HIGH TEAM GAME –SCRATCH

F & M BANK	 506

HIGH TEAM GAME- HANDICAP

BUNKIES	 489

NIGH TEAM SERIES- SCRATCH

F & M BANK	 1505

HIGH TEAM SERIES- HANDICAP

BUNKIES	 1439

HIGH GAME INDIVIDUAL

1. KRISTI FIEBIGER	 178

2. CONNIE LEMBKE	 157

HIGH SERIES INDIVIDUAJ

1. KRISTI FIEBIGER	 444

2. JUDY ESPLAN	 395

BY LEMAR NELSON
STAFF WRITER

After a comeback win earlier in the 
week, NRHEG saw its season come to 
an end when Maple River dominated the 
Panthers on its home field in Mapleton 
Oct. 28.

The Eagles led just 10-6 at the half, but 
piled up 24 points after the break to take 
down NRHEG 34-14 in the semifinals of 
Section 2AA playoffs.

After Maple River scored a touchdown 

on a Nathan Moore scamper of 38 yards 
just three minutes into the game, Jake 
stork countered with a 24-yard pass to 
Cole Stilicho. The two-point conversion 
try failed, while Moore’s kick for the 
extra point connected, and the Eagles 
led 7-6 after one quarter. The only points 
of the second quarter came off the foot 
of Moore on 34-yard field goal with 5 
minutes left before the break.

Four minutes into the third quarter 
Maple River increased the lead to 17-6 
on a Moore rush of one yard and an 
extra-point kick. A 33-yard field goal and 

another one-yard run by Moore pretty 
well put the game safely into the Eagle 
win column, and an intercepted pass run 
back for a touchdown by Stephen Dodie 
sealed the victory. 

Perry Peterson counted a meaningless 
touchdown for the Panthers on an 8-yard 
burst, and his run for the two-point 
conversion ended the scoring.

NRHEG ended its season with a 5-5 
record. In 2016, the Panthers were 7-3.

Maple River went on to lose to Blue 
Earth 11-10 in the section finals. 

Blossoms fall in 
section finals

LADIES BOWLING 
LEAGUE

Maple River brings down NRHEG in semifinal playoffs

Celebrating a 
championship



THIS ISN’T JUST A GAME
IT’S A WAY OF LIFE

SHOWN: .925 STERLING SILVER & 14K GOLD CHARMS 
INTRICATELY ENGRAVED WITH NFL TEAM LOGOS

507-451-0301
685 W BRIDGE ST #8, OWATONNA

MON-WED & FRI:10-6
THURSDAYS:10-8
SATURDAY:10-3

831 S. Oak Ave, Owatonna
Grocery: 507.451.1550 • Meat: 507.451.0071

G R I L L  I T !

Darrick Schewe
Owner

507-583-9994
Located in NAPA Auto Parts Building

Football Contest Rules
Contest: There will be 30 games each week during the contest, which begins Sept. 9 and runs for 12 weeks. 

How to win: Pick the team you think will win each game listed in the below advertisements. Write the team’s name in the 
blank with the corresponding number. Cut out the entry blank and enter to: Steele County Times, P.O. Box 247, Blooming 
Prairie, MN 55917 or drop off at our office at 411 E. Main St. in Blooming Prairie. You may enter in person, mail or by e-mail 
to bptimes@frontiernet.net. It must be postmarked no later than 5 p.m. Friday. You must enter a score in the Tie-Breaker 
game or you will be disqualified.

What you win: The Times will award a $10 gift car to the Kernal Restaurant, in Owatonna to the person correctly predicting 
the most winners from the games listed. The person with the most correct games throughout the 12 week contest will be 
awarded a subscription to the Steele County Times ($38 value) and a Chanhassen Dinner Theatre ticket for two ($175 
value). An additional prize will be awarded if the winner correctly picks the outcome of all 30 games. Ties will be broken by 
the score of the Tie-Breaker game. All decisions by the judges are final. The contest is open to anyone age 14 and above, 
excluding staff and family members of Bussler Publishing, Inc. or Dodge Media, Inc.

*EDITOR’S NOTE: Because the last regular season high school football game will be played tomorrow night (Wednesday), and playoff contest will not be 
known ahead of time, the football contest will now be just ten college and ten NFL games.  Contest still has five weeks to go, so keep entries coming.  

	 1_ ___________________

	 2_ ___________________

	 3_ ___________________

	 4_ ___________________

	 5_ ___________________

	 6_ ___________________

	 7_ ___________________

	 8_ ___________________

	 9_ ___________________

	10_ ___________________

	11_ ___________________

	12_ ___________________

	13_ ___________________

	14_ ___________________

	15_ ___________________

	16_ ___________________

	17_ ___________________

	 8_ ___________________

	19_ ___________________

	20_ ___________________

Name_____________________________
Address___________________________
Phone_ ___________________________

ENTRY FORM

*Tie-Breaker Score_ ________________ *

Steele County Times 2017 

Football Contest

This week’s winner is Bob Meixner in tie-breaker. 

Sales • Service • Rentals

800 - 722 - 1282 www.garlickswater.com

1. Notre Dame at Miami 3. Rutgers at Penn State 5. Iowa at Wisconsin

OPEN 
24 HOURS

495 West N. Street, Owatonna
507-451-7220 • www.cashwise.com

2. Mich. State at Ohio State 4. Oklahoma State at Iowa State 6. Illinois at Indiana

QUALITY 
COLOR 

PRINTING
Let us handle 
all your printing needs…

•Business Forms
•Envelopes of all sizes
•Letterhead
•Carbonless Forms
•Laminating
•Color & B&W Copies
•Shipping Tags
•Wedding Invitations
•Graduation Cards

DODGE COUNTY PRINTING
121 West Main St., KASSON • 507.634.2661

DCP@kmtel.com

•Business Cards •Presentations 
•Brochures •Posters 
•Much More!
Fast, Friendly small town service
with a smile!

PCD

FLOOR TECH

Carpet • Vinyl • Laminate Wood • Ceramic

Call Us Now for a Consultation!
Tim Wacek • 583-2276 • 322 E. Main, Blooming Prairie
Derek Reichl • 552-1637 • 2201 E. Main St., Albert Lea

Your source for all your flooring needs

Experienced Semi-Driver

Pete Michaletz
507.451.8650
OwatOnna

MICHALETZ
TRUCKING

➧Van Operations
➧20 Midwest States
➧Home Weekly
➧2500-3000 Miles Weekly

50¢ 
MILE

Per

1011 Hoffman Drive • Owatonna
507-451-2585Open 5:00 AM to 9 PM daily

Homemade pies and cakes.  
Homemade soups and chili.

www.kernelrestaurant.com
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11. Green Bay at Chicago
9. Purdue at Northwestern7. Michigan at Maryland

14. Cincinnati at Tennessee13. New Orleans at Buffalo12. Cleveland at Detroit

17. NY Giants at San Francisco16. New England at Denver15. Dallas at Atlanta

20.  Minnesota at Washington (tiebreaker)19. N Y Jets at Tampa Bay18. Houston at L.A. Chargers

10. Oregon State at Arizona8.  Nebraska at Minnesota



BY RICHARD JOHNSON
DCI MANAGING EDITOR

The common theme from among several 
speakers at a luncheon discussion held Nov. 2 at 
Events Sports Bar and Grill in Kasson:

Renewable energy is available, it makes 
economic sense – and it’s imperative.

“I believe in the next 20 years, this 
country is going to go through an energy 
transformation,” said Sen. Dave Senjem 

(R-Rochester), who helped plan 
the event. “We really need to 
talk about it. Things are going to 
change. I think we need to face 
up to that and frame policies, if 
that’s necessary, to help get us to a 
cleaner-energy world.”

The luncheon attracted about 
80 visitors. It was hosted by the 
German-American Chamber of 

Commerce and the University of Minnesota’s 
Institute on the Environment, in cooperation 
with Minnesota Farm Bureau and the 
Minnesota Farmers Union.

Speakers included Jochen Oestmann, a 
German who discussed what it takes to be an 
“energy farmer.”

He uses solar panels and raises wheat 
and sugar beets to produce biogas, a biofuel 

produced 
naturally by 
decomposing 
organic waste.

Oestmann 
has two biogas 
engines on 
his main farm 
to produce 
flexible power. 
His net annual 
sales of biogas: 
$1.5 million.

Senjem 
said there isn’t 
much biogas 
activity in 
Minnesota, 
though 

farming is quite similar in Germany.
“So the question is, are some things going 

on here that, regulatory or otherwise, would 
stimulate that?” he said. “It’s something at least 
for us to look at. It’s available electricity. It’s 
clean, it’s controllably safe. It’s there for us.”

Mike Reese, director of renewable energy for 
the West Central Reearch and Outreach Center 
in Morris, said reducing dependence on fossil 
fuels would increase local energy markets, 
decrease long-term ecological risks, and 
increase local renewable energy markets.

He works with renewable energy-efficient 
systems for crops, dairy and swine, including 
cooling pads for sows and heating pads for 
piglets.

Another panelist, Randy Demmer of 
Hayfield, is working with Xcel Energy on a 
solar garden through his company, SunRay 
Energy.

Subscribers include Hayfield High School, 
Field Crest Care Center and Trinity Lutheran 
Church.

Power from the solar garden will be sold to 
Xcel. In turn, subscribers will receive credits 
for power being purchased by Xcel, and will 
receive credits on their electric bill and pay a 
portion of those credits to SunRay.

It’s hoped Hayfield High School can save 15 
to 20 percent on its bills over the next 25 years.

Demmer, a former state representative 
whose area included parts of Dodge and 
Olmsted counties, said the Kasson event was 
“kind of an eye-opener.”

“There’s so much going on in this renewable 
energy field, world-wide,” he said. “There’s 
a lot to learn from the way other people are 
doing things. It’s an evolving industry and an 
evolving technology.”

It’s important for people to get together and 

discuss innovative ideas, said Jim Checkel, 
a Kasson farmer who serves as Ashland 
Township chairman and is a member of 

the Dodge County Planning 
Commission and Dodge County 
Farm Bureau.

“I’ve noticed several of the 
people I’ve been talking with come 
up and ask me, ‘What did they 
mean by this?’ ‘What did they 
mean by that?’ ‘I wasn’t aware 
that Minnesota was doing these 
projects,’” he said. “So I think it’s 

important to get the word out, what is being 
done, and maybe where some future plans can 
go. And maybe what can be done in some of 
these small communities.”

Randy Doyal, CEO of Al-Corn Clean Fuel, 
which is undergoing a major expansion at its 
plant in Claremont, said farmers naturally 
produce energy.

“All of our energy starts from the sod,” he 
said. “I like to see other ways for us to produce 
energy, and for me it’s about stewardship. Being 
a good steward of the earth we’ve been given, 
and finding ways to do things better, cheaper, 
with less pollution. That’s all good.”

Senjem said the idea of coal power is waning, 
and noted that licenses will expire in 2034 for 
Minnesota’s nuclear power plants in Monticello 
and Welch, near Red Wing – and the U.S. is 
expected to will run out of natural gas in about 
85 years.

Minneapolis-based Xcel has said it hopes 
to decrease its carbon emissions 60 percent by 
2030, "and the other 40 percent is probably in 
their plan,” Senjem said.

“I think it’s just incumbent on legislators to 
talk about this, to stir up enough conversation 
so people think about where we are, where 
we’re going, and what kind of energy we have, 
going into the future,” he said.
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CLUES ACROSS
 1. “Be back later”
 4. Hoover’s office
 7. Brew
 8. Philo and Reglis are two 
(“Star Wars”)
10. Actress Remini
12. Moghul emperor
13. Alaskan glacier
14. Constrictor
16. Prohibit
17. Ancient Brittonic tribe
19. Chinese pastry
20. Razorbill is of this 
genus
21. Beloved holiday deco-
ration
25. Dutch football club
26. Aggressive dog
27. Small piece of glass
29. “South Park” 
creator __ Parker
30. Leisure activity
31. Someone’s story
32. Record-setting 
swimmer
39. Hillside
41. Unit of measure-
ment
42. Famous for its 
potatoes
43. Insect secretion
44. Gate in Mar-
rakesh
45. Cain and __
46. A set of moral 
principles
48. Repair
49. Two-terminal 
semicondcutor 
device
50. Strongly alkaline 
solution
51. Former CIA
52. Satellite laser 
ranging
 CLUES DOWN
   1. Sea
 2. Cleans things

 3. More skinny
 4. Supervises flying
 5. Talk rapidly and excit-
edly
 6. Intestinal
 8. Don’t know when yet
 9. Soluble ribonucleic acid
11. Chinese and Vietnam-
ese ethnic group
14. Wild cattle genus
15. Rock formation
18. Makes up
19. Resembles a pouch
20. Having an aerial quality
22. Windpipe
23. Million barrels per day 
(abbr.)
24. Bitterly regret
27. Soft creamy white 
cheese

28. Renamed when EU 
was incorporated
29. ‘__ death do us part
31. Sound unit
32. Men proud of their 
masculinity
33. Clergy member’s 
vestment
34. Hello
35. Mild yellow Dutch 
cheese made in balls
36. Marks
37. Derived from benzene
38. Low-melting alloy
39. Lost blood
40. Quantitative relation
44. Academic degree
47. Many subconsciousses

Let’s  get you movin!
Jennifer Walsh

507-438-6676
email: jenwalsh@kw.com

web: jenwalsh.kw.com

WEEKLY CROSSWORD
ANSWERS ON PAGE C3

BY PEGGY BENNETT
 

In July, the state agency that oversees 
Minnesota Driver and Vehicle Services 
(DVS) rolled out an update to the statewide 
computer system called the Minnesota 
Licensing and Registration System, or 

MNLARS. 
This computer system was supposed to 

improve and simplify driver and vehicle 
services for our state. Unfortunately, since 
MNLARS took effect in July, it’s been plagued 
by a variety of issues and has caused headaches 
and frustrations for many citizens and license 
center workers. 

I have heard many stories from frustrated 
local residents over the last three months, 
including one gentleman who recently had to 
drive into town from Geneva three separate 
times over a week’s time before he finally 
was able to get his license tabs. I met recently 
with equally frustrated area license center 
personnel to learn more about how this issue is 
impacting our center and local citizens. I found 
that, after three months of continued glitches 
in the system, they continue to face critical 
issues: multiple-hour shutdowns, charging 
customers twice, and simply turning people 
away because there is no way to process their 
requests

Put simply, we’re disappointed DVS installed 
this system before it was ready for primetime. 
The good news is the legislature is doing our 
part to assist those who have been impacted 
by MNLARS issues. If you have experienced 
issues with MNLARS and need assistance, or 
simply want to share your experience, you can 
always contact my office at rep.peggy.bennett@
house.mn or 651-296-8216, or visit http://www.

house.leg.state.mn.us/DMV/Comment to tell 
your story. 

FORT SNELLING
On Nov. 3, I had a wonderful time touring 

the historic Fort Snelling site.  Some good 
friends from Albert Lea and the Twin Cities 
joined me for the tour, along with my House 
colleague and friend, Rep. Linda Runbeck.  

As members of the House Capital Investment 
Committee, Rep. Runbeck and I were also able 
to see first hand the Fort Snelling bonding 
project request along with the tour. I love early 
American and Native American history, so this 
visit was right up my alley. A lot of history for a 
number of different cultures took place in this 
area. Some of the buildings date back to 1820 - 
the oldest buildings in Minnesota. Amazing!  If 
you haven't had a chance to visit historic Fort 
Snelling, I hope you will sometime.  Thank 
you to David Kelliher from the Minnesota 
Historical Society and Fort Snelling Site 
Manager, Tom Pfannenstiel, for taking the time 
to give us this tour. I greatly enjoyed it!

LOCAL AWARD
Congratulations to Keith Erickson, retired 

special education director for the Albert Lea 
Area Schools, on winning the Legacy Award at 
the 2017 Minnesota Administrators for Special 
Education conference. I worked with Keith 
during my time at Albert Lea schools, and he’s 
most deserving of the award. Congrats, Keith!

Please continue to call or email my office 
if you need anything in the months leading 
up to session. I love hearing your views and 
suggestions, and will get back to you as soon as 
possible. Please stay in touch!

Peggy Bennett is a state representative for 
District 27A, which includes Freeborn County 
and the city of Blooming Prairie. 

GUEST COLUMN

Disappointment with DVS system

THE GERMAN
CONNECTION

Sabine Engel, director for international 
partnerships at the University of Minnesota 

Institute on the Environment, 
helped plan the Nov. 2 luncheon 
in Kasson.

The Institute is a multi-
disciplinary research entity built 
on the principles of partnership 
and collaboration (environment.
umn.edu).

Engel serves as principal 
investigator on two international renewable 
energy and climate projects, which unite 
stakeholders from the Upper Midwest and 
Germany.

Both projects are co-funded by the German 
government.

“It’s been helpful for us to be exposed to the 
practices the policies put in place to allow 
them to go forward, while at the same time 
maintaining economic strength,” Sen. Dave 
Senjem said.

The Minnesota chapter of the German-
American Chamber of Commerce encourages, 
extends and promotes trade, commerce and 
investment between the Federal Republic 
of Germany and the state of Minnesota 
(gaccmidwest.org).

It is among six such representatives in the U.S.

An Energy Transformation
Speakers discuss 
renewable energy 

successes, possibilities

STAFF PHOTO: RICHARD JOHNSON
Kasson-area farmer Jim Checkel speaks during a rural renewable energy event, Nov. 2 in Kasson. At left is Hayfield businessman Randy Demmer.“I think it’s important 

to get the word out, 
what is being done, 
and maybe where 
some future plans 

can go. And maybe 
what can be done in 
some of these small 

communities.”

Jim Checkel, Kasson
Regarding renewable energy

Engel

Doyal

Senjem
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Holiday decor and gifts
Fresh cut flowers and plants        

Milk House Candles and Greenleaf Sachets.    
New and Vintage treasures for you home.                          

Mark your calendars 
for these upcoming events. 

Nov. 8 and Dec. 6.  Ladies night out at 
ATOC and J&H Liquors Offsale.

It's Time to Discover A Touch of Charm    

Like ATOC on           for more details.

330 Main St. E. • Blooming Prairie • 583-7637

5 8 3 - 4 4 6 9
323 East Main St. • Blooming Prairie

H a p p y  T h a n k s g i v i n g

B to Z
Hardware

Senior Apartment
Prairie Villa II

Blooming Prairie
One Bedroom apartment for
elderly or disabled persons

Rent is based on 30% of net income.
Secured entry and convenient lift to second floor.

A USDA Rural Housing Project
Call Baldus Properties LLC
(507) 279-1315

Senior Apartment
Prairie Villa II
Blooming Prairie

One Bedroom Apartment
for elderly or disabled persons.
Rent is based on 30% of net income.

Secured entry and convenient lift to second floor.

Darrick Schewe
Owner - Darrick’s Auto

507-583-9994
Located in NAPA Auto Parts Building

Dr. Deborah Lien
DDS, MBS

FREE CONSULTATION
132 2nd Ave NE  • Blooming Prairie

507.583.6613
www.drdeborahlienorthodontics.com

FLOOR TECH

Carpet • Vinyl • Laminate Wood • CeramicCarpet • Vinyl • Laminate Wood • CeramicCarpet • Vinyl • Laminate Wood • Ceramic

Call Us Now for a Consultation!
Tim Wacek • 583-2276 • 322 E. Main, Blooming Prairie
Derek Reichl • 552-1637 • 2201 E. Main St., Albert Lea

Your source for all your fl ooring needs

HENEFIELD & IACOVINO
Attorneys at Law

Frank Henefield, Attorney Jason Iacovino, Attorney
Frank.bplaw@gmail.com Jason.bplaw@gmail.com

www.handilawoffice.com

415 E. Main Street
PO Box 818

Blooming Prairie, MN 55917

507-583-6663
FAX: 507-583-2158

583-2018 • Hwy. 218 • Blooming Prairie405 E. Main Street, Blooming Prairie

Comfortable and 
comprehensive dentistry. 

Blooming  Prairie
405 E. Main St.
507-583-2141

Owatonna
1170 East Frontage Rd.

507-455-1000

Rochester
3110 Wellner Dr. NE.

507-536-7700

New Richland
132 Broadway Ave. N.

507-463-0502

Mankato
287 St. Andrews Drive Suite 100

507-720-0250

Locally owned

656 3rd St. NE • Blooming Prairie, MN
Robert Salinas

Family-Owned
507-583-6620

PHONE: 507-451-4724 • TOLL-FREE: 1-800-342-6976 • EMAIL: GROWER@SUNOPTA.COM

Organic I Non-GMO I Identiy Preserved

CURRENTLY CONTRACTING SOYBEAN & CORN ACRES
Delivery locations in Hope, Blooming Prairie & Ellendale, MN. Contracts with year-round delivery.

Contact SunOpta for all your grain marketing needs.

Contact us for Crop Planning & Crop Programs

■ IP, Non-GMO and Organic Soybeans
■ IP and Organic Corn
■ Organic Feed Inputs
■ Conventional Grains
■ Agronomy Inputs 411 E. Main St.

Blooming Prairie 
583-4431

Steeledodgenews.com

Congratulations,
You’ve Earned It!

You’ve worked hard to earn your diploma, 
and that investment in yourself is one 

of the smartest you will ever make. 
Good luck, graduates!

Free local delivery!

237 Hwy Ave. S, Blooming Prairie • 583-6671

As a way to show their appreciation 
to customers, several Blooming 
Prairie businesses are giving away 
turkeys just in time for your 
Thanksgiving dinner!

Happy Thanksgiving from your 
friendly Blooming Prairie merchants!

Main Street Dental

ATOC

Henefield

Prairie Villa

Dr. Lien Salinas Floor Tech

B to ZUS Bank

Vandal’sDarrick’s

SCTSun Opta

Drop off entry at the Times office

Koster’s

Contest rules:
• Clip registration coupon from newspaper and enter at 
each of the businesses listed. Only coupons from news-
paper will be accepted.
• Entries will be accepted until 12 Noon on Thursday, 
Nov. 16.
• Drawings will be held and turkey winners contacted by 
Friday, Nov. 17.
• Winners will be awarded 15-pound turkey from Vandal’s 
Family Market in Blooming Prairie.
• Happy Turkey Day!

It’s Gobble time… 
get out and register 

for turkeys at 
BP businesses today!
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132 2nd Ave NE • Blooming Prairie
507.583.6613 h FREE CONSULTATION

Dr. Deborah Lien
 DDS, MBS

Building 

Healthy
Smiles!

ORTHODONTIC SPECIALIST Mike’s
Ag & Truck Tire
REPAIR

870 32 Ave. NW, Owatonna
Emergency or on the farm repair

507-455-0388
(After hours 507-455-0483)

Sorenson’sSorenson’s 
Appliances & TV

Geneva, Mn
507-256-7258

GE, Frigidaire, Direct Tv, Danby, Crosley, Broan, 
Jenn-Air, KitchenAid, Maytag, Panasonic, RCA, 

Samsung, Toshiba, Whirlpool495 West N. ST.
Owatonna

507-451-7220

LARGE SELECTIONS
LOW PRICES

CREAMERY
TRY HOPE 

BUTTER FOR 
YOUR BAKING!
507-684-2019

Hope

Darrick Schewe
Owner

507-583-9994
Located in NAPA Auto Parts Building

You Are Looking at 
a Revolution In...

 Water Conditioners

Sales • Service • Rentals • Leasing

Garlick’s Water Conditioning
507-526-3616 or Toll Free 1-800-722-1282

www.garlickswater.com

Call today!
Authorized Independent Kinetico Dealer

Minimizer.com • 800-248-3855 • Blooming Prairie

800-248-3855
www.minimizer.com

Blooming Prairie

507-684-2100 
12880 SW 72nd Ave, Ellendale

Your ad could 
be here!

Sponsored by these following area businesses:

Blooming Prairie 
Bus Company

    

  “Safety First!
 Be on Time!”237 Hwy Ave. S • Blooming Prairie 583-6671

656 3rd St. NE • Blooming Prairie, MN
Robert Salinas

Family-Owned
507-583-6620

322 East Main St.
Blooming Prairie

507-583-2276

FLOOR 
TECH

KINDNESS DAY isn’t just about adopting all the children from your local orphanage – it’s about the little gestures of 

kindness too. HELPING OTHERS can restore a sense of humanity, not to mention giving you that warm fuzzy glow inside.

Kindness Day was born when a collection of humanitarian groups came together on November 13, 1997 and made a 

“Declaration of Kindness”. Likewise, on Kindness Day everyone is encouraged to make a similar declaration. Donating 

books, food or clothes to your local community is a great way to celebrate. However, pledging to commit just ONE ACT 
OF KINDNESS is no less worthwhile: hold the door open for a stranger, compliment your neighbour on their collection of 

garden gnomes, let your partner have control of the TV remote for the evening.

However you decide to CELEBRATE remember that the best thing about Kindness Day is that it doesn’t cost a thing!

KINDNESS STARTS WITH ONE

FROM HURRICANS IN TEXAS, FLORIDA, AND PUERTO RICO, 
TO MASS SHOOTINGS IN LAS VEGAS AND NOW THIS WEEK IN TEXAS, 

WE CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE BY BEING KIND TO ONE ANOTHER 
AS WE NEVER KNOW THE STORMS WE ARE UP AGAINST.



CHAMPION HUSKIES!

This message sponsored by these community sports boosters:
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1850 Austin Rd.
Suite 103
Owatonna 507-451-0570

Congratulations

 Huskies!

495 West N. Street, Owatonna • 507-451-7220 • www.cashwise.com

cashwisedelivers.com

1830 S Cedar Ave 
Owatonna
(507) 444-9490

w w w . e l t e q u i l a r e s t a u r a n t . c o m

Proud of our Huskies!

www.kappysauto.com
kappysauto@gmail.com

Charlie Kaplan
507-451-8989

Go Huskies!
Go Huskies!

Serving Owatonna  
& Surrounding Area  

for over 30 years!

Lockout • Starting • towing • recovery

507-451-3424
215 Cedardale Dr. SE • Owatonna, MN

24 Hour Complete Towing Service

Full Service 
Auto Repair

• Buns • Meat & Cheese Trays
• Fresh Fruit Trays • Beef, Pork, or 

Chicken for the Grill • Amazing  
Vegetable Trays • Ice & Beverages

• Cakes, Bars, & Cookies

831 Oak Avenue South
Grocery Phone: (507) 451-1550

Meat Dept Phone: (507) 451-0071

Mon-Sat 7 a.m. - 9 p.m. • Closed Sundays

Providing FRESH, HIGH  
QUALITY meat and produce

507-413-0819
160 NW 26th St, Owatonna, 

plazamorena.com 

Congratulations 
Owatonna 
on winning 

the Section 1, 
Class AAAAA 

football title.

HUSKIES 
ROCK
Four titles 
in past six 
years.

Best wishes 
in the state 
tournament!

4

Staff photos by Rick Bussler

www.owatonnamotorcompany.com

(877) 451-7860
1001 Hoffman Drive, Owatonna

Owatonna Bus Company

Over 40 years of School Bus Service

Proud of our 
Huskies
Moving Kids Forward 1180 Frontage Road East • Owatonna

507-455-9551 • www.owatonnagranite.com
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BY LEMAR NELSON
STAFF WRITER

A new and fresh version of a popular 
movie of 2001 is set to open Thursday on the 
Blooming Prairie High School stage, when 
“Legally Blonde” begins a three performance 
run at the local school.  

The dinner theater is set for Friday night 
while the final performance will be Saturday 
at 6:30 p.m. Tickets for the dinner performance 
are available at the high school office. 

The all-school musical is based on the 
movie starring Reese Witherspoon, which 
exceeded all expectations and even was 
nominated for a Golden Globe Award.  

Most people are aware of the somewhat 
predictable story of the sorority girl who 
enrolls in Harvard law school to win back 
her high school sweetheart. He had broken 
up with her when he left for college, because 
he didn’t think Elle was quite a suitable mate 
for his interests. In her campaign to woo 
her suitor back, Elle discovers that she has 
a talent for the law and solving problems. 
This becomes especially true when she 

successfully defends a client in a murder trial. 
Senior Emma Christianson auditioned for 

and earned the role of Elle, and she is excited, 
but a little nervous to see the production all 
come together. “This is my biggest role in a 
musical,” she remarked, “and I am both eager 
and nervous to have it really happen. It has 
been a lot of fun rehearsing it for these three 
months, and now it is time to entertain the 
audience.”

The cast and crews have been putting the 
finishing touches on the musical the past 
weeks, and both Director Tammy Johnson 
and Music Director Kari Bottin are confident 
that the play will be very entertaining for 
audiences.

The musical has been popular with 
actors and audiences alike, and a number 
of interesting characters populate the 
production. Locally, Reese Millam, McKenna 
Hein, Linnea Sunde, Ian Wayne, Max Romeo, 
and Charlie Heimerman provide just a few of 
the fun episodes and songs contained in the 
show. It is a highly entertaining performance 
and is sure to please the audience at all three 
performances. 

Every year, on the third Thursday 
of November, smokers across the 
nation take part in the American 
Cancer Society’s Great American 
Smokeout. Encourage someone you 

know to use the date to make a plan to quit, 
or plan in advance and then quit smoking 
that day. By quitting – even for one day – 
smokers will be taking an important step 
toward a healthier life and reducing their 
cancer risk.  (www.cancer.org).  

Smokefree environments can help a 
person quit tobacco use.  It’s been almost 
two years since Steele County adopted 
a Clean Indoor Air Ordinance.  On Jan. 
26, 2016, the Steele County Board of 
Commissioners passed the Steele County 
Clean Indoor Air Ordinance #39, which 
prohibits electronic delivery devices (e-cigs) 
from being used everywhere cigarettes 
and cigars (any product that produces 
secondhand smoke) are prohibited by the 
MN Clean Indoor Air Act.  The Steele 

County ordinance 
applies to all of 
Steele County – 
including the cities 
of Owatonna, 
Blooming Prairie, 
Medford, Ellendale, 
and Hope.  

The Purpose 
of the ordinance 
is to protect the 
health, safety and 
general welfare 
of the people of 

Steele County from the adverse effects of 
unregulated electronic delivery devices 
commonly referred to as e-cigarettes.  

Steele County Public Health is concerned 
about these products because they mimic 
the act of smoking.  When used indoors they 
cause confusion when regulating indoor air 
laws and they may renormalize the act of 
smoking

Many users believe these products are 
safe. They aren’t regulated by any agency. 
Studies performed on them show they 
contain nicotine, which is highly addicting 
and harmful to the developing brain of 
adolescents. They also contain carcinogens 
and other toxic chemicals (such as 
antifreeze). Manufacturers are not required 
to disclose any ingredients in the products.

The World Health Organization (WHO) 
recommends that electronic delivery 
devices not be used indoors, especially in 
smoke-free environments, to minimize 
the risk to bystanders of breathing in the 
aerosol emitted by the devices and to avoid 
undermining the enforcement of smoke-
free laws.

Certain refillable electronic delivery 
devices (e-cigs) can also be filled with 
marijuana, meth, and heroine – any drug 
in a liquid form. This should concern 
employers who allow e-cig use.

Responsibilities of proprietors/
employers:

• �Post signage explaining the ordinance
• Ask people to refrain from using e-cigs
• �Don’t provide equipment that facilitates 

the use of e-cigs where it is prohibited
• �Restaurants and bars may not serve 

an individual who is in violation of this 
ordinance.

Tobacco retailers may not allow smoking 
for the purposes of sampling tobacco, 
tobacco-related devices, or electronic 
delivery devices. This is called sampling 
and it is prohibited in Steele County.

Tobacco cessation information can be 
accessed through Quitplan at https://www.
quitplan.com/. This is a resource for anyone 
who lives in Minnesota. You can also find 
a quitline number through their website. 
The Mayo Clinic, American Cancer Society 
and American Lung Association also have 
information on quitting on their websites.

Jane Nyquist is a health educator with 
Steele County Public Health and can be 
reached at 507-444-7650. Steele Talkin’ is a 
regular column written by various writers 
representing groups and organizations 
throughout Steele County. 

STAFF PHOTO: RICK BUSSLER
Members of the Blooming Prairie Youth Club harvested 
potatoes Friday afternoon outside the club facility. The 
young harvesters included: (left to right) Michael Wilberding, 
Madison Sorensen, Kaydance Verhey-Schumacher and 
Madilynn Madsen. Board member and volunteer Kaye 
Toquam of Blooming Prairie managed the gardening program 
with the youth throughout the year. The potatoes were used 
to make snacks for the youth members.

Steele Talkin’
JANE NYQUIST

Youth harvest 
potatoes

BY HOWARD LESTRUD
STAFF WRITER

What typically was an enjoyable one-mile 
walk home from a country school nearly 
turned tragic for a rural Blooming Prairie 
woman, Barbara O'Connor, when she was 7 
years old.

O'Connor recently placed a winter survival 
kit of gloves, a hat, a scarf, boots, a blanket and 
a flashlight in the trunk of her car as evidence 
of what she learned from surviving the 
Armistice Day blizzard of Nov. 11, 1940.

This Saturday marks the 77th anniversary 
of the storm that claimed 49 lives in Minnesota 
including some lightly dressed duck hunters.

O'Connor has shared her story with family 
and friends and agreed recently to tell her 
story to The Times. She tells how she became 
lost in a snow drift a half mile from home and 
was rescued by her father who heard her loud 
screams of panic.

While telling her story, one can tell quickly 
that O'Connor is a strong-willed individual.

The Minneapolis Morning Tribune reported 
a weather forecast in a Nov. 11, 1940 edition that 
gave no indication of what was going to strike 
Minnesota that day and be remembered by 
many forever.

The forecast said, "Cloudy, occasional snow, 
and colder, much colder."

For background purposes, read Ben Welter's 
Star Tribune remembrance printed in a blog in 
the Nov. 11, 2015 edition recalling the Armistice 
Day blizzard of 1940:

"Many took advantage of the mild holiday 
weather and made plans to spend the day 
outdoors. Then came rain . . .which turned to 
snow, accompanied by howling wind… and 
more snow… and then the cold.

"More than 16 inches of snow fell in 
Minneapolis, more than two feet in other parts 
of the state.

"Temperatures dropped from near 60 to the 
single digits in less than 24 hours. Telegraph 
and telephone lines went down, cutting off 
communications and complicating the task of 
reporting the big story. . ."

O’Connor left her farm home for school 
(District #2) early the morning of Nov. 11, 1940 
wearing only a dress, a sweater, anklets and 
shoes (no boots). 

Her home was located one mile south of 
what was once the location of the Newry Store. 
Son Mike now owns that property.

"It was warm, the sun was shining," 
O’Connor recalls about the conditions of 
that November morning. Her walk one mile 
to school was uneventful. It was not raining 
or snowing. Her walk home was more than 
eventful.

School officials in Blooming Prairie let 
school out at about noon on that day because of 
the heavy rain and snow. O’Connor’s teacher 
rode the bus to and from school, thus planning 
to ride back with the bus that had carried high 
school students home.

"We had eaten lunch and already six inches 
of snow had fallen," O’Connor relates. 

She remembers her teacher looking out the 
school doors and telling everybody to go home. 
Her teacher who taught all eight grades at the 
country school, locked the school and went 
home on the bus to Blooming Prairie.

Students were on their own to find their way 
home. O’Connor was the only student who lived 
west of the school. 

She says the snow was above her ankles as 
she began that not so memorable trek toward 
home. 

"I started out running and was scared. My 
tears were freezing on my cheeks and my hair 
was full of icicles. I started falling, would get up 

and run again. I fought for my breath and had 
walked about a half mile before I fell again and 
couldn't get up.

"I could still scream and thankfully my 
father was nearby in a pasture picking up 
sheep and had heard me scream. He was 
picking up sheep that were stuck in the snow 
and throwing them on a hay rack."

O’Connor’s father, Perl Angell, picked her 
up and threw her onto the hay rack with some 
half-dead sheep. Angell owned more than 200 
sheep, she says.

Her father then reaching the house with his 
horse-drawn wagon, carried O’Connor into the 
house and into the arms of her mother who got 
some blankets for her and also turned up the 
fire in the cook stove.

"I was still crying but my tears were not 
freezing any more," she says.

Remembering Armistice 
Day blizzard of 1940

Walk home from school nearly turns tragic for O’Connor

STAFF PHOTO: HOWARD LESTRUD
Barbara O’Connor of rural Blooming Prairie shows off her winter survival kit that she began 
assembling after her experience in the Armistice Day blizzard of 1940.

Legally Blonde musical opens Thursday in BP

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Seniors Max Romeo and Emma 
Christianson will star as the lead 
characters in Legally Blonde this 
weekend at Blooming Prairie High 
School. They have been practicing for 
several weeks in preparation for the hit 
musical. 

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Amelia Harthan and Samantha Wurst practice singing for 
the popular musical, Legally Blonde, which will take center 
stage in Blooming Prairie beginning Thursday night.

 

SEE BLIZZARD, C5

Time to butt it out 
during Great American 

Smokeout



C2 | TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 2017	 COUNTY	 STEELE COUNTY TIMES

A  B P  a n c h o r  s i n c e  1 9 9 7

314 E Main St, Blooming Prairie 507-583-7528

2017
BLOOMING PRAIRIE HIGH SCHOOL FALL MUSICAL

PRESENTS

FINAL PERFORMANCE 
TO BE DETERMINED

Saturday, Nov. 11 6:30 P.M. 
Or

Sunday, Nov. 12 • 4 p.m. 

General Admission Seating
Adults $8 - Students $5

***Dinner Theatre $25 
(Dinner & Admission)

DEPENDING IF OUR AWESOME BLOSSOM 
FOOTBALL TEAM HAS QUALIFIED FOR A 
STATE PLAYOFF GAME ON SATURDAY

Dinner Theatre Tickets with assigned seating 
go on sale at the High School Office

Friday, November 3, 2017 -  8 AM
You must be present to purchase tickets.

Thursday, Nov. 9 • 6:30 P.M.

Dinner theatre 6 P.M. 
Friday, Nov. 10

Performance 7 P.M. 

LEGALLY BLONDE is presented through special 
arrangement with Music Theatre International 

(MTI). All authorized performance materials 
are also supplied by MTI

421 West 54th St, New York, NY  10019
Phone 212-541-4684  Fax  212-397-4684

www.MTIShows.com
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Free Estimates! Call Today.
1-800-795-1204

Don’t replace it, 
Raise it.

2207 7th St. NW • Rochester, MN • 507-282-7682 • familyfuncenter.com

It’s all about Friends, Family & Fun!
Best Price • Best Selection Over

250
in Stock

Turkey Bingo Nov. 16 
in Blooming Prairie

Cancer Corner

Blooming
Prairie Cancer

Group

Sponsored by Krejci

BY HOWARD 
LESTRUD

STAFF WRITER

Turkeys, Hope butter, 
meat raffles and door prizes 
will be part of the Blooming 
Prairie Cancer Group’s 
ever-popular Turkey Bingo 
extravaganza planned for 
The Pizza Cellar Party 
Room in BP on Thursday, 
Nov. 16.

Bingo starts at 7 p.m. 
with the first of 25 games. 
Bingo cards cost $1 each.

This event, a major 
fundraiser for the BP 
Cancer Group, is open to all 
families and to all ages.

Bingo winners will have 
their choice of a whole 
turkey, a large turkey 
breast or a package of Hope 
butter. Meat raffle tickets 
will be sold early in the 
evening by Cancer Group 
volunteers Amy Trotman 
and Joann Nielsen.

Lindsey Krejci will again 
be the expert caller. She will 
be assisted by her mother, 
Cheri Krejci, also treasurer 
of the BP Cancer Group.

“People love bingo and 
it’s a fun evening,” Cheri 
Krejci said. “This event also 

creates an awareness of 
what the BP Cancer Group 
does and how volunteers 
help out to raise funds to 
fight this dreaded disease,” 
Krejci added.

All funds go to the BP 
Cancer Group general fund.

The BP Cancer Group 
is also planning a second 
annual Jingle Bingo on 
Thursday, Dec. 14 in the 
Pizza Cellar Party Room. 
Twenty games will be 
featured for the family.

A holiday bake sale is 
planned before, during and 
after bingo. 

Bingo winners of Jingle 
Bingo will win wrapped 

gifts. Winners seemed 
to enjoy the mystery of 
unwrapping a mystery gift, 
said Krejci. Cancer Group 
board members will bring 
gifts and wrap them at the 
Group’s Christmas party in 
early December.

For more information on 
the bingo nights, call Cheri 
Krejci at 507-438-6895.

The BP Cancer Group 
raised more than $64,000 on 
its annual weekend auctions 
last September. A check will 
be presented to the Eagles 
Telethon in Rochester next 
January.

Adaptive tricycles give mobility to 
local kids with motor impairments

 

Hospital Auxiliary donates nearly $2K to Courage Kenny Rehab Institute
Some children are not able to experience the 

same joys as kids who don’t have disabilities. 
Riding a tricycle, bicycle, skateboard—
these childhood activities are difficult and 
nearly impossible for those who can’t walk 
independently or use a wheelchair. Until now.

Thanks to the generosity of Owatonna 
Hospital Auxiliary, children with physical 
disabilities, orthopedic and neuromuscular 
impairments who have therapy at Courage 
Kenny Rehabilitation Institute – Owatonna 
Hospital will now have an adaptive tricycle 
available for their use.

 “This is wonderful, and the trike 
makes it fun,” says Lindsey Dahlstrom, 
physical therapist. “It will allow for further 
strengthening, range of motion and 
coordination for kids with orthopedic and 
neuromuscular impairments.”

 Nearly $2,000 was donated to purchase the 
specially modified tricycle to help staff engage 
children with special needs in fun activities—
boosting their strength, mobility, confidence 
and sense of freedom.

 “We want to increase awareness and 
encourage healthy habits for our patients 
as well as the community,” says Dahlstrom. 
“Biking is a lifelong activity that people of all 
kinds of abilities can enjoy.”

 What is an adaptive tricycle?
Designed for children with physical 

limitations, the adaptive trike provides a 
therapeutic, shared, fun and safe exercise 
experience. Benefits include:

· Large, puncture-proof wheels which move 
easily on indoor surfaces and outdoor 
pavement. A hidden stop prevents over-
steering of the front wheel, plus, the steering is 
separate from pedaling, which makes it easier 
for early learners to maneuver. 

· Self-leveling pedals, courtesy of a pulley 
system, keeps pedals balanced at all times; 
hook and loop straps help keep the child’s feet 
in place. 

· The trunk support system stabilizes a child 
who has poor balance.

· Headrests which can be easily adjusted for 

height, depth and angle.
· A rear steering bar which allows the 

physical therapist to guide the tricycle from 
behind.

“If we can introduce biking as a family-
friendly activity by using adaptive tricycles 
here, families may decide to pursue getting one 
for home-use,” says Dahlstrom. 

 “Biking is a social, age-appropriate activity, 
offering kids with disabilities the chance to just 
‘be a kid’ and play alongside their peers,” she 
says. “A sincere thank you to the Auxiliary for 
making this possible.”

A referral from your health care provider 
is needed before rehabilitation care can begin. 
For more information, visit allinahealth.org/
couragekenny or call 507-977-2150.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Lindsay Dahlstrom, physical therapist, left, and 
Grant. He uses the adaptive tricycle during his 
physical therapy sessions.

Fair board returns incumbent members
Six incumbent members of 

the Steele County Fair Board 
will return to office after the 
group’s annual meeting last 
week.

The Steele County 
Agricultural Society held its 
annual meeting Thursday. 
The board members re-elected 
for another three-year term 
included: Jim Abbe, Mark 
Ditlevson, Tim Arlt, Rick 
Ellingson, Glen Meger and 
Brent Svenby.

Fair president Dan 

Deml reported the official 
attendance of this year’s fair 
was estimated at 307,711, 
which is the fourth highest 
ever and slightly up from 
2016. Beer sales totaled 58,795 
cups and Mega Ride ticket 
sales were 4,812, down about 
3 percent from last year. 
Concession rentals came in 
at 490 stands and booths. The 
Four Seasons Centre had 300 
booths, which represented 21 
states. 

The Board of Directors 

met following the annual 
meeting. Ditlevson was elected 
to replace Bruce Busho as 
vice president. Busho decided 
to step down from his post. 
Other officers include: Deml 
as president, Arlt as treasurer 
and Jim Gleason as secretary-
manager.

Next year’s fair will be Aug. 
14-19. It will mark the 100th 
year that the fairgrounds has 
been at its present location. 
The theme will be “A Century 
Scene in 2018.”
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Turkey

7 pm • Pizza Cellar Party Room
Meat Raffles • DooR PRizes

EVERYONE WELCOME!
Call Cheri Krejci with any questions, 507-438-6895. 

All Proceeds to B.P. Cancer Group • 5-1C3 #27-1252726

25 
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Turkey 

& Hope 

Butter 

Prizes

Thursday, Nov. 16
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This week’s Panther of the Week is Carter 
Flatland. Carter resides in Ellendale with 
his parents, Jolleen and Brian Flatland. He 
is in Mrs. Bunn’s fourth grade class. 

Carter is a hard working and caring 
student. He goes above and beyond what is 
expected of him because he is dedicated and 
self motivated. His ability to lead by example 
is greatly appreciated in Mrs. Bunn’s class.

Carter’s favorite book is Garfield, his 
favorite good is pizza, his favorite show 
is Teen Titans, and his favorite sport is 
baseball. Keep up the great work Carter!

NRHEG

NRHEG Elementary- Ellendale

Carter Flatland

Sponsored by:

of the Week

Jack Kolars, a 20-
year Nicollet County 
Commissioner, officially 
endorsed Vicki Jensen 
of Owatonna in the race 
for Minnesota’s First 
Congressional District Friday.

“Vicki Jensen is the right 
person to succeed Tim Walz 
in Congress for our district. 
Her work, leadership, 
and knowledge of our 
infrastructure has led to some 
of the largest steps forward 
for Hwy 14 in decades,” said 
Kolars. “That same motivation 
and ability to get results will 
bring Southern Minnesotans 
better opportunities and less 
negative interference from 
Washington.”

Following the endorsement, 
Jensen released the following 
statement:

“Commissioner Kolars 
has been a champion of 
stability and common sense 
for Nicollet County for more 

than 20 years; it’s a privilege 
to earn his endorsement. 
The state of our district and 
our nation’s infrastructure 
requires new solutions. 
If elected to Congress, I’ll 
make it a priority to close tax 
loopholes and use the cash to 
secure funding for all of our 
infrastructure priorities, like 
Hwy 14, the I-90 corridor, and 
upgrading infrastructure to a 
10-ton road system to handle 
the heavier trucks already on 
our roads.”

Jensen is a business owner, 
former school board member 
and prior State Senator. With 
a background in agriculture 
and business and a record 
of working on common 
sense legislation, she is the 
homegrown candidate who 
can win in 2018.

She is the only woman 
running for the DFL 
endorsement and is the only 
candidate to serve in elected 

office. Jensen was the first 
DFLer to win her Senate 
seat in 40 years and the first 
woman ever. She is the only 
candidate in the race who has 
proven she can win in a swing 
district like MN-01.

Congress candidate 
receives endorsement

Vicki Jensen

BP Legion and Auxiliary 
to sponsor scholarships
American Legion Post 

commander Karl Luiken and 
Auxiliary president Jackie 
Schlichter have announced 
that a scholarship program 
will be available once again.

Both the Post and 
Auxiliary will sponsor $500 
scholarships for another 
year. This will be the 23rd 
year that the scholarships 
will be available by the local 
American Legion units. 

Criteria for eligibility are 

as follows:
• Applicant must have 

completed at least one 
semester of higher education.

• The school must be an 
approved institution of higher 
learning.

• There are no age limits for 
these scholarships.

• Applicants may be a 
traditional student or a non-
traditional student.

The scholarships are 
made possible in part by 

the popular Fourth of July 
raffle. The Legion thanks all 
veterans and others who work 
on this raffle and also those 
who support the raffle by 
purchasing tickets.

Scholarship applications 
may be picked up at the BP 
Servicemen’s Club, 507-
583-7884 or at the Blooming 
Prairie Public Library. 
Applications must be filled out 
and returned to the club or the 
library by Dec. 4.

Fair board 
returns 

incumbent 
members
Six incumbent members 

of the Steele County Fair 
Board will return to office 
after the group’s annual 
meeting last week.

The Steele County 
Agricultural Society held its 
annual meeting Thursday. 
The board members re-
elected for another three-
year term included: Jim 
Abbe, Mark Ditlevson, Tim 
Arlt, Rick Ellingson, Glen 
Meger and Brent Svenby.

Fair president Dan 
Deml reported the official 
attendance of this year’s fair 
was estimated at 307,711, 
which is the fourth highest 
ever and slightly up from 
2016. Beer sales totaled 58,795 
cups and Mega Ride ticket 
sales were 4,812, down about 
3 percent from last year. 
Concession rentals came in 
at 490 stands and booths. The 
Four Seasons Centre had 300 
booths, which represented 21 
states. 

The Board of Directors 
met following the annual 
meeting. Ditlevson was 
elected to replace Bruce 
Busho as vice president. 
Busho decided to step down 
from his post. Other officers 
include: Deml as president, 
Arlt as treasurer and Jim 
Gleason as secretary-
manager.

Next year’s fair will be 
Aug. 14-19. It will mark 
the 100th year that the 
fairgrounds has been at its 
present location. The theme 
will be “A Century Scene in 
2018.”

Top: The Owatonna Hospital 
Auxiliary held its annual 
Holiday Bazaar at the 
hospital on Saturday, 
Nov. 4. Faith Hager, 8 of 
Medford, shows her find at 
the bazaar. She bought this 
unique set of Ginger Bread 
books written by Jan Brett. 
The two-day bazaar brought 
throngs of visitors as a 
benefit for the Auxiliary. 

Right: There was something 
for everyone at the 2017 
Owatonna Hospital Auxiliary 
Bazaar last Friday and 
Saturday. Hundreds of 
people visited the busy 
bazaar. Carrie Spitzack, left 
and Michelle Noble, right, 
both of Owatonna, found 
a couple of doggie friends 
that they purchased for the 
holidays. 

Staff photo by Howard Lestrud
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FARM
LIVINGPLUS

YOUR AGRI
CONNECTION

www.steeledodgenews.com

Call Dallas for all your Drainage Needs!
507-451-2873
Toll-Free 1-855-298-2568

We can also help you with:
• Aggregate Products • Hauling
• Waterway Cleaning • Septic
• All Excavation Projects

Let Us Put A Drainage Project Like This 
On Your Farm

41 Years
in Business!

Excavation & Drainage, Inc.

LOKEN

3695 Hoffman Drive NW • Owatonna • loken@qwestoffice.net

Organic I  Non-GMO  I  Identiy Preserved

Contact us for Crop Planning & Crop Programs

■ IP, Non-GMO and Organic Soybeans

■ IP and Organic Corn

■ Organic Feed Inputs

■ Conventional Grains

■ Agronomy Inputs

CURRENTLY CONTRACTING SOYBEAN & CORN ACRES
Delivery locations in Hope, Blooming Prairie & Ellendale, MN. Contracts with year-round delivery.

Contact SunOpta for all your grain marketing needs. 

PHONE: 507-451-4724 • TOLL-FREE: 1-800-342-6976 • EMAIL: GROWER@SUNOPTA.COM

Minnesota Crop Report

Despite cold temperatures and accumulated snow, Minnesota 
farmers were able to harvest 22 percent of the statewide corn 
acreage during the week ending November 5, 2017, according 
to USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service. There were 
4.4 days suitable for fieldwork that were utilized for harvesting 
crops, spreading manure and working on fall tillage.

Topsoil moisture supplies rated 0 percent very short, 2 per-
cent short, 83 percent adequate and 15 percent surplus. Subsoil 
moisture supplies rated 1 percent very short, 5 percent short, 82 
percent adequate and 12 percent surplus.

Corn for grain harvest advanced 22 percentage points, but 
remained 12 days behind the 5-year average, bringing the total 
harvest to 60 percent complete. Corn moisture content of grain 
at harvest averaged 19 percent. The sunflower harvest advanced 
8 percentage points to 87 percent complete, 1 day ahead of av-
erage.

Our houses become sanctu-
ary for several critters as the 
weather cools. An especially 
infamous home invader is the 
Multicolored Asian lady beetle, 
Harmonia axyridis. Despite be-
ing beneficial to our crop fields 
and gardens, we often think of 
them as pests due to their pres-
ence inside our homes. They can 
be nuisances, but there are sev-
eral myths about these buggers, 
which earn them more disdain 
than they deserve. 

Myth #1: They were purpose-
ly released in Minnesota to con-
trol soybean aphids.

Multicolored Asian lady bee-
tles are not and never have been 
part of any release program in 
Minnesota. 

These beetles are native to 
eastern Asia, and were inten-
tionally released by the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture in 
California in 1916 for biological 
control of pecan aphids. They 
were also released for addition-
al biological control programs 
in other states. They moved into 
the state from other areas, first 
sighted in Minnesota in 1994. 

Myth #2: Native lady beetles 
don’t bite, Asian lady beetles do.

This is basically true. Some 
Asian lady beetles can bite hard 
enough to break human skin, 
causing minor discomfort. Most 
Minnesota-native lady beetle 
species cannot bite hard enough 
to break skin. Any bites that do 
occur are incidental, as the bee-
tles are likely just searching for 
moisture or food. 

Myth #3: Native lady beetles 
are red, Asian lady beetles are 
orange. Also, the color or spot 

pattern denotes whether it is 
male or female.

Multicolored Asian lady bee-
tles can be orange or red. They 
look similar to other lady bee-
tles but are generally rounder 
and larger. Their appearance is 
variable; they can be orange, 
yellow, red, or black. Asian 
lady beetles typically have 19 
black spots on their wing cov-
ers, which can vary in appear-
ance. They may also have fewer 
than 19 spots or no spots at all. 
The most reliable identifying 
characteristic is the black ‘M’-
shaped marking behind the head. 
This ‘M’ can look thick, thin, or 
broken. Multicolored Asian lady 
beetles are extremely variable in 
their colors and patterns, living 
up to the “multicolored” part of 
their name. You cannot deter-
mine the sex of a lady beetle by 
its coloring or spots.

Myth #4: There is an over-
abundance of lady beetles in 
Minnesota.

We see the non-native, inva-
sive Multicolored Asian lady 
beetles and may think we have 
plenty. However, some native 
ladybugs have become extreme-
ly rare. The Minnesota Depart-
ment of Natural Resources and 
The Lost Ladybug Project are 
attempting to monitor rare spe-
cies. 

Myth #5: Lady beetles lay 
eggs in our homes.

Lady beetles usually enter 
cracks or gaps in our homes be-
tween late September and late 
October in Minnesota, when 
soybeans are harvested. They do 
not reproduce indoors, because 
they lay eggs where their young 
will have a food source, which is 
outside in the spring. Any lady 
beetle seen inside during winter 
and spring entered the previous 
fall.

Lady beetles play a role in our 
ecosystem, even if we don’t love 
sharing our homes with them. 
Contact me for suggestions re-
garding prevention or removal. 

Claire LaCanne is the agri-
cultural extension educator for 
Steele and Rice counties. Her 
column appears in this newspa-
per regularly.

The infamous 
home invader

Claire LaCanne 

ON THE 
FARM

Stop in, or contact us today 
for a FREE consultation!

ClearyBuilding.com • 800-373-5550

FEATURING:

WINTER BUILD SALE
Protecting what you value since 1978!

Stop in, or contact us today

Building pictured is not priced in ad. Crew travel 
required over 50 miles. Local building code modi-

fi cations extra. Price subject to change without 
notice. 50 PSF Ground Snow Load

BUILDING SPECIALS!
24'x32'x12' • $10,571
30'x56'x15' • $17,136
42'x64'x16' • $24,439
60'x104'x17' • $51,796

KASSON, MN
507-634-6640

MN#20076522

 

How to survive 
financially in farming

“Taking Charge of YOUR 
Finances: How to Survive and 
Thrive” a financial management 
workshop, will be taught across 
the state.

Dave Bau, Joleen Hadrich, 
Rob Holcomb, Nathan Hulinsky, 
Megan Roberts, Extension Ed-
ucators, will teach the sessions 
offered around the state over the 
next few months.

Sessions to be held in south-
eastern Minnesota include: Nov. 
14- Bremer Bank in Rochester; 
Dec. 5- Kibble Equipment in 
Owatonna and Dec. 13- Riverland 
College in Austin.

This short course will use an in-
teractive and fun approach to teach 

participants how to organize and 
use financial records; develop and 
analyze financial 
statements; and 
make informed 
decisions regard-
ing finances and 
production. Pro-
ducer teams will 
act as loan review 
committees and 
learn about these 
concepts as they 
review a case 
study farm. The 
concepts covered 
promote better in-
ternal decisions for farm manage-
ment and stronger relationships 

with external partners, such as 
farm lenders. The participants will 

learn the com-
ponents of a 
balance sheet, 
income state-
ment, cash 
flow, and the 
importance of 
records.

Nathan Hu-
linsky, Exten-
sion Educa-
tor explains, 
“With the cur-
rent commod-
ity prices and 

farm economy, keeping on top of, 
and managing the farm’s finances 

is a top concern. This course will 
give the participants the opportu-
nity to review another farm’s fi-
nances to determine their financial 
needs and if the case farm cash 
flows.”

Classes will start at 9 a.m. and 
go until 3:30 p.m. Lunch will be 
provided. Attendance is free and 
each participant will receive a 
binder full of handouts and re-
sources to take home.

Registration is open. To reg-
ister, please visit https://z.umn.
edu/2017-Survive_Thrive. For 
more information on the work-
shop, please call or e-mail Na-
than Hulinsky, 218-236-2009 or 
huli0013@umn.edu.

Fertilizer savings may be the 
difference between profit and loss

On a recent webinar with 
over 1,300 lenders and regula-
tors, I shared some data analy-
sis that shows producers in the 
top margins on profitability are 
also more likely to have lower 
fertilizer costs by $20 to $50 
per acre. Politely stating his 
surprise, one of the participat-
ing bankers asked how this was 
accomplished. That’s a great 
question. 

First, some producers who 
are cutting fertilizer uniform-
ly across all fields are actually 
missing the target for expense 
reduction.  In other words, they 
are gaining immediate improve-
ment on cash flow and the in-
come statement, but reducing 
long term agronomic health, 
which will undoubtedly tip any 
savings back to the other side 
eventually.   Those that are prof-
iting from fertilizer reductions 
are following specific plans that 

often involve a combination of 
factors. 

Among the producers exhib-
iting today’s most profitable 
margins, many are conducting 
improved soil sampling and 
zone delineation for precise 
rates in areas of application. 
For example, some growing ar-
eas may actually receive more 
(or less) fertilizer based on its 
growth potential and surround-
ing environment because the 
goal is to maximize efficiency 
both on productive and margin-
al land.  In short, these produc-
ers are driving efficiency.

Next, some producers in the 
top percentage of profitability 
have diversified farms or are in 
a region with a large livestock 
presence. These producers are 
rotating manure, or what some 
call the MVP (most valuable 
product) into their fertilization 
plans for overall cost savings.   

For other producers, they are 
literally reaping the benefits 
of long-term crop rotation and 
no-till practices in their efforts 
to reduce costs. Of course, this 
varies according to the region 
and land management practices, 
but over time, these practices 
are proving profitable for many 
of today’s top producers. 

In reducing fertilizer costs, 
some producers have been able 
to negotiate price with cash 
discounts, while others formed 
buying groups to take advan-
tage of lower bulk rates.  Still 
others follow the fertilizer mar-
kets closely in order to lock 
in prices when seasonal price 
shifts occur.

As an important side note, 
cash discounts are a time-hon-
ored way of reducing expenses 
in several areas.  A discount of 2 
to 3 percent, especially when ap-
plied to more than one expense 

can add up quickly.  However, 
this strategy also requires one 
to have the cash reserves and 
working capital (outside of op-
erating lines of credit) so timely 
discounts can be taken.

The approach of many of 
today’s top producers can be 
summarized by the “Five per-
cent rule” coined by Dr. Danny 
Klinefelter Texas A&M Univer-
sity. His rule is that one should 
strive to improve several areas 
of the business by 5 percent.  
This type of improvement re-
quires one to examine the de-
tails and implement smaller 
changes in various places, in-
stead of making one large cut 
that may reduce expenses and 
returns. The banker’s question 
was an excellent reminder that 
little changes can really add up. 
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Uneven 
concrete?

Free Estimates! Call Today.
1-800-795-1204

Don’t replace it, 
Raise it.

2207 7th St. NW • Rochester, MN • 507-282-7682 • familyfuncenter.com

It’s all about Friends, Family & Fun!
Best Price • Best Selection Over

250
in Stock

Parks and Recreation is now hiring:

•	Laborer	(Parks	Division) – Part-Time,
28 hours per week, flexible schedule, 
pro-rated benefits, great working 
conditions!  Application Deadline: 
November 17, 4:30pm.

•	Therapeutic	Recreation	Group	Lead
– Part-Time, evening hours, rewarding 
position!  Application Deadline: 
November 30, 4:30pm.

For complete job descriptions and to apply, 
visit our website at: 

www.ci.owatonna.mn.us

Only online applications 
will be accepted.

Equal Opportunity Employer

CITY OF OWATONNA
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

O’Connor's two brothers had already made it home on the bus 
and were outdoors helping their father with farm chores and 
helping find more snow-stranded sheep.

"The sheep are what paid off our farm," O’Connor revealed.
The Angells were stranded on the farm for days. "Nothing 

was moving and I didn't want to go outside," she said.
O’Connor helped her father herd sheep by using her pony 

named "Ginger." She laughs when telling the story about her 
mother placing her on a pony in the front yard "because I 
couldn't stay off mom's recently washed floor."

O’Connor said "it was fun" living on the farm with dogs, cats, 
lambs and ponies. 

The closest 
snowstorm to rival 
the Armistice Day 
blizzard was the 
Halloween blizzard 
of 1991. O’Connor 
said she made it 
home from Blooming 
Prairie and acquired 
a high regard for 
snow drifts. "I just 
tensed up when I 
drove through them," 
she admitted.

O’Connor and her 
husband Tom wintered in Arizona for years. She still winters 
there. "It's funny when you look in a car and see a jacket on the 
seat; you know the vehicle belongs to a Minnesotan," she said.

She and her husband both farmed and worked outside of the 
home. They parented two boys and two girls. O'Connor counts 
11 grandchildren, 20 great-grandchildren and one great-great 
grandchild. All live within 100 miles of her, except one who lives 
in Michigan.

O’Connor is proud when saying the O'Connors have more 
family farms in the area than most family farm owners. 
"Farming has been my life," she affirms.

Her late husband and father farmed together for 17 years.
O’Connor went to school to become a legal stenographer and 

tax accountant. She started her own accounting business, which 
is still serving area clients as Stebbins Accounting, managed by 
her daughter Ellen.

While in the business world, O’Connor became very 
engaged in working for the best interests of farmers. She was 
instrumental in organizing a Minnesota chapter of WIFE 
(Women Involved in Farm Economics.)

"That's another story," she smiles as she tells about leading 
efforts to get better prices for farmers. She was an advocate of 
the farmers as an accountant. She and her husband Tom often 
traveled to Washington, D.C. to lobby for the farmer.

She is a published author. When in high school, O’Connor 
wrote a column for the Black and White Chronicle, part of the 
Blooming Prairie Times. 

She has always loved to write and read. And she has been told 
by many that she should write a book. "If I told everything, they 
would run me out of town," she chuckles.

"When I was 10 years old, my father gave me the best gift ever, 
a library card to the Austin Library. I went every two weeks 
to bring home more books on ponies, pets, the farm and the 
family."

Son Jim will soon drive his mother and her Sheltie dog 
"Lucy" to her Arizona winter home. 

"I'm 84 years old and damn proud of it," Barbara remarked 
about her many years of life on the farm.

“I started out running and was 
scared. My tears were freezing 
on my cheeks and my hair was 
full of icicles. I started falling, 
would get up and run again. I 

fought for my breath.”
Barbara O’Connor

Armistice Day Blizzard Survivor

BLIZZARD: Remembering Armistice
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St. Johns Lutheran Church
4532 SE 84th Ave. Claremont 
57th Annual Potato Pancake Supper

Sunday, Nov. 12
3-7:00 p.m. 

Free Will Donation

All you can eat: Potato & Buttermilk Pancakes, 
Scrambled Eggs, Sausage, Applesauce, Milk, 
Coffee & Water

•Music provided by Luverne Wanous from 4-6:00
•Proceeds going to St. John’s Cemetery Restoration 
& Steele & Dodge County Food Shelves

STAFF PHOTO: HOWARD LESTRUD
The Blooming Prairie American Legion Auxilary sponsored a festive Halloween 
party at the BP Servicemen’s Club on Monday night, Oct. 30. Coming as a 
broken doll was Jazlyn Kapsch, 9, of Blooming Prairie. Her mother did her 
makeup.

STAFF PHOTO: HOWARD LESTRUD
Super Mario and Luigi made an appearance at the Blooming Prairie Servicemen’s Club Halloween Party on Monday night, Oct. 
30. The Super Mario guys are also known as Mavrick Schlichter and dad Bryce Schlichter.

FROM PAGE B1

Spooky time around Steele County



C6 | TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 2017	 COMMUNITY CALENDAR	 STEELE COUNTY TIMES

BLOOMING PRAIRIE COMMUNITY CALENDAR BRIEFS

OWATONNA/MEDFORD

Nov. 8
10:30 a.m. – Storytime, BP 
Library 
4:30 p.m. – Economic 
Development Authority 
Meeting 

Nov. 9
4 p.m. – Police Commis-
sion Meeting 

Nov. 11 
11 a.m. – Veteran’s Day 
Flag Raising, Servicemen’s 
Club 
5:30 p.m. – Veteran’s Day 
Dinner and Program, Ser-
vicemen’s Club 

Nov. 12
Fire Department’s Pancake 
Breakfast, Servicemen’s 
Club 

Nov. 13
7 p.m. – City Council Meet-
ing 
Nov. 14
10:30 a.m. – Storytime, BP 

Library 
1 – 7 p.m. – Red Cross 
Blood Donation Drive, BP 
High School 
2:30 p.m. – BP Public Utili-
ties Meeting 
4:30 p.m. – Fire Commis-
sion Meeting 
7 p.m. – Public Hearing – 
Planning & Zoning Meeting 
Following 

Nov. 16
7 p.m. – Turkey Bingo, Pizza 
Cellar Party Room 

Nov. 18
Spaghetti Supper Fund-
raiser for BP Youth Club, 
Servicemen’s Club 

Nov. 21
5:30 p.m. – BP Ambulance 
Commission Meeting 
Nov. 23
6th Annual Gobble Wob-
ble, Take off from BP Youth 
Club 

 Nov. 8
5 p.m. – Medford Econom-
ic Development Authority 
Meeting 
5:30 p.m. – 50+ Fit and 
Flex Workshop, Sollid Yoga 

Nov. 9
2 p.m. & 7 p.m. – Movies 
at the Library, Owatonna 
Library 
5 p.m. – Airport Com-
mission Meeting, Airport 
Lounge 
5:30 p.m. – 10 p.m. – 
Steele County Historical 
Society Annual Meeting, 
History Center 
6:30 p.m. – Family Story-
time, Owatonna Library 

Nov. 10
10 a.m. – 7 p.m. – SCHS 
Operation Tombstone 
Tour, History Center 
6:30 p.m. – Billy Dankert 
Band concert, Jefts Hall at 
Pillsbury Concert 
6:30 p.m. – 9 p.m. – Wine 
& Cheese Tasting Benefit, 
Owatonna Arts Center

Nov. 11
6 a.m. – 11 a.m. – Veteran’s 
Day Breakfast, Hy-Vee 
10 a.m. – 7 p.m. – SCHS 
Operation Tombstone 
Tour, History Center
10 a.m. – 4 p.m. – South-

ern Minnesota Scrapbook 
and Card Crop Party, 
Holiday Inn 
11 a.m. – Veterans Day Flag 
Raising, Courthouse 
Noon – 1 p.m. – Veteran’s 
Day Lunch, Owatonna Amer-
ican Legion
4 p.m. – 7 p.m. – Veteran’s 
Day Supper, Owatonna VFW 
5 p.m. – 6 p.m. – Veteran’s 
Day Dinner, Owatonna Elks 
Lodge 

Nov. 12
10 a.m. – 7 p.m. – SCHS 
Operation Tombstone 
Tour, History Center

Nov. 13
7 p.m. – Medford Park 
Board Meeting 

Nov. 14
9:30 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. – 
Storytime, Owatonna Library 
1 p.m. – So Many Books…
So Little Time Reading 
Group, Owatonna Library 
4:30 p.m. – Owatonna 
Parks & Recreation Board 
Meeting
6:30 p.m. – Spanish Story-
time, Owatonna Library 
7 p.m. – Poetry Writers 
Group, Owatonna Library 
7 p.m. – 9 p.m. – Veterans 
Open Roundtable, Good 
Shepard Lutheran Church

800-248-3855
www.minimizer.com

Blooming Prairie

STEELE COUNTY 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY’S 

ANNUAL MEETING 
The Steele County Historical 

Society announces its annual 
meeting scheduled for Thurs-
day, Nov. 9 at the Steele County 
History Center. 
The meeting begins with a 

social time at 5:30 p.m. followed 
by dinner at 6 p.m. Meal entrees 
are a choice of chicken or pork. 
After dinner, the speaker will 

be Karen Goetz with a presen-
tation on the Women of World 
War I. 
Several awards, including Vol-

unteer of the Year will be pre-
sented, as will highlights of the 
past year. “This has been an 
exciting and productive year at 
SCHS. We are looking forward 
to an evening of great food, 
entertainment, and Society 
fellowship,” said Jerry Ganfield, 
president of the board. 
Tickets are $25 per person 

and can be reserved at the 
SCHS History Center by calling 
(507) 451-1420. Payment at 
the reception desk may be by 
check or credit card. The public 
is invited to attend.  

ALBERT LEA COMMUNITY 
THEATRE FEATURING 

“LOVE, LOSS AND WHAT I 
WORE” 

Albert Lea Community Theatre 
will feature four performances of 
the play “Love, Loss and What 
I Wore” from Nov. 9 to Nov. 11 
at the Marion Ross Performing 
Arts Center in downtown Albert 
Lea.
Produced, directed and 

performed by the women of 
ACT, this play of monologues 
and ensemble pieces about 
women, clothes and memories 
will feature a cast of more than 
a dozen local women. Half of 
the proceeds from the show will 
benefit local women’s groups.
Written by sisters Nora Ephron 

(When Harry Met Sally and 
Sleepless in Seattle) and Delia 
Ephron (You’ve Got Mail and 
The Sisterhood of the Trav-
eling Pants), and based on 
the bestselling book by Illene 
Beckerman, this dramatic com-
edy covers all of the important 
subjects  — mothers, prom 
dresses, mothers, buying bras, 
mothers, hating purses and why 
women only wear black.
“Love, Loss and What I Wore” 

will be performed Nov. 9, 10 

and 11, at 7:30 p.m., with an 
additional Saturday, Nov. 11, 
matinee at 2 p.m. Tickets are 
$15, and can be purchased by 
calling 1-877-730-3144 (toll-
free), online at actonbroadway.
com or at the box office, which 
opens weekdays at 9 a.m.

BILLY DANKERT BAND 
COMING TO OWATONNA 

The Concert Club in Owatonna 
2017-2018 concert series con-
tinues at Jefts Hall at Pillsbury 
Friday, Nov. 10. 
The amazing night of music 

includes Billy Dankert, drum-
mer and sometime songwriter 
for Austin Minnesota legends, 
Gear Daddies. In addition to 
contributing several well-known 
staples to the Gear Daddies 
albums and live shows, Dankert 
has released several solo 
albums, including his newest 
release Sleep Late, which was 
released in 2016. 
Dankert has been Minneapolis 

based for many years, but still 
has family and many friends in 
his hometown of Austin and ru-
ral Mower and Steele counties. 
He is very excited about finally 
bringing his solo music up 218 
to Owatonna. 
Trapper Schoepp is an Ameri-

can rock band from Milwaukee. 
Trapper Schoepp – who’s al-
ready crisscrossed the country 
sharing stages with fellow 
travelers like The Wallflowers, 
The Jayhawks and The Old 
97’s – will be back on the road 
throughout 2017 in support of 
their brand new release, Bay 
Beach Amusement Park. It’s a 
rock n roll concept album about 
the 125-year-old Bay Beach 
Amusement Park in Green Bay 
- home to Elvis’ favorite ride 
The Zippin Pippin. 
The Owatonna stop is part of 

a limited engagement Midwest 
tour of small venues for the 
Trapper Schoepp Duo. The 
full Trapper Schoepp band 
has played much larger stages 
including opening for Tom Petty 
at Summerfest in Milwaukee. 
Just three days after their 
Owatonnna concert, they will 
headline a halftime concert 
at The Milwaukee Bucks 50th 
Anniversary celebration. 
Tickets $14 in advance. Table 

of six, including snacks, is 
$75 while limited supply of 
table seating lasts. All tickets 
purchased in advance will have 

first access to the reserved 
front padded seats. Advance 
tickets available for sale at ERA 
Gillespie Real Estate. There will 
be general admission tickets for 
sale at the door for $15. Beer, 
wine and food will be available 
in Jefts Hall throughout the 
night. 
Doors for all Jefts Hall at 

Pillsbury Concerts open at 6:30 
p.m. with music starting at 7:30 
p.m. To reserve table seating 
text or call 507-390-4079. 

ELLENDALE CHURCH 
SERVING TURKEY DINNER 
First Lutheran Church in 

Ellendale invites the public to a 
Turkey Dinner and Pie/Dessert 
Auction on Sunday, Nov. 12 
from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. – or 
until turkey is gone. 
The menu includes turkey, 

mashed potatoes, gravy, stuff-
ing, corn and beverage. A free-
will offering will be accepted. 
Take-out containers are also 
available for the meal. 
POTATO PANCAKE SUPPER 
COMING TO CLAREMONT 
St. John’s Lutheran Church is 

hosting its 57th Annual Potato 
Pancake Supper on Sunday, 
Nov. 12. 
From 3 to 7 p.m., all-you-

can-eat potato and buttermilk 
pancakes, scrambled eggs, 
sausage, applesauce, milk, cof-
fee and water will be served. 
Luverne Wanous will provide 

music from 4 to 6 p.m. 
A free-will donation will be 

accepted at the door with 
proceeds going to St. John’s 
cemetery restoration and the 
Steele and Dodge County Food 
Shelves.  
The church is located in Hava-

na Township at 4532 SE 84th 
Ave. Claremont. 
EXCHANGE CLUB HOSTING 

MAYOR’S PRAYER 
BREAKFAST 

The Exchange Club of 
Owatonna will host the Annual 
Mayor’s Prayer Breakfast on 
Thursday, Nov. 16. The buf-
fet breakfast will be held at 
the Owatonna Country Club 
starting at 7:30 a.m. This year’s 
speaker is former Area Director 
for Young Life, Chuck Jamison. 
Tickets cost $15 and are on 

sale at Kottke’s, Insty Prints 
Owatonna and Owatonna 
City Administration Offices. 
Deadline to purchase tickets is 
Thursday, Nov. 9. 

RED CROSS CALLS FOR 
BLOOD DONORS 

The American Red Cross en-
courages people to share their 
good health this holiday season 
by donating blood for patients 
in need. 
A decline in donations occurs 

from Thanksgiving to New 
Year’s Day when donors are 
busy with holiday activities and 
travel. However,  patients don’t 
get a holiday break from need-
ing lifesaving transfusions. In 
fact, every two seconds, some-
one in the U.S. needs blood. 
By giving blood or platelets, 

donors may give patients more 
time – and more holidays – with 
loved ones. Make an appoint-
ment to give blood. Download 
the free Red Cross Blood Donor 

App, visit redcrossblood.org or 
call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-
733-2767). 
There are several upcoming 

blood donation opportunities 
around the area: 
	� Albert Lea – 1 p.m. – 7 p.m. 

Nov. 30, Salem Lutheran 
Church 

	 Austin – 9 a.m. – 2 p.m. 	
	� Nov. 17, Riverland Commu-

nity College 
	� Austin – 1 p.m. – 7 p.m. 

Nov. 28, Mower County 
Senior Citizens Center

	� Kasson – 10:30 a.m. – 4:30 
p.m. Nov. 16, United Meth-
odist Church 

	� Medford – 9 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
Nov. 20, Medford School 

	� Medford – 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
Nov. 24, Medford Outlet 
Center 

	� Owatonna – 11 a.m. – 5 
p.m. Nov. 22, Family Video 

	� Owatonna – 3:30 p.m. – 
7:30 p.m. Nov. 29, McKinley 
Elementary School 
FESTIVAL OF TREES 

COMING TO OWATONNA 
Kick off your Holiday Season 

with the 27th Annual Festival of 
Trees. The opening night event 
will be at the Holiday Inn in 
Owatonna on Friday, Nov. 17 at 
7:30 p.m. 
It is a festive evening of spar-

kling trees, holiday entertain-
ment, a silent auction featuring 
over 100 baskets, and delicious 
hors d’oeuvres and desserts. 
“Buy It Now” specially decorat-
ed fresh holiday wreaths are a 
new feature this year. 
All proceeds benefit the pro-

grams that the Advocates for 
Developmental Disabilities offer 
to individuals with disabilities 
and their families throughout 
Steele County. Tickets can be 
purchased at Cash Wise, Hy-
Vee, Kottke’s, at the event or by 
calling the ADD office at (507) 
451-9769. 

55+ DRIVER 
IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 

COMING TO AREA  
The Minnesota Highway 

Safety Center is offering a 55+ 
Driver Improvement Course in 
the area. 
The class is open to the 

public and a pre-registration is 
required. By utilizing the most 
up-to-date research in the field, 
participants will be provided 
the latest information in regards 
to driver safety, new laws and 
vehicle technology. 
People age 55 and older who 

complete the course qualify for 
a 10 percent discount on their 
auto insurance premiums for 
three years. First time partici-
pants must complete the initial 
eight hours of training and a 
four-hour refresher class every 
three years to maintain the dis-
count. The cost of the refresher 
class is $22.00 and the eight-
hour class is $26. 
The four-hour refresher class 

will be offered in the area on 
several upcoming dates. They 
include: Owatonna on Nov. 15 
from 12:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
in the Community Education 
Room at Roosevelt School; and 
Albert Lea on Nov. 20 from 5 
p.m. to 9 p.m. at Intego Insur-
ance Services, 1206 W. Front 
St.  
The eight-hour first time 

course will be in Albert Lea sev-
eral dates in November. They 
include: Nov. 18 from 8 a.m. to 
4 p.m. at Intego Insurance Ser-
vices, 1206 W. Front St. Albert 
Lea; Nov. 27 and 28 from 5:30 
p.m. to 9:30 p.m. at Albert Lea 
Senior Center, 1739 W. Main St. 
For more information or to 

register, visit our website at 
www.mnsafetycenter.org or call 
1(888) 234-1294. 

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
HOSTS ANNUAL LADIES 

CHRISTMAS TEA 
First Baptist Church in Bloom-

ing Prairie invites the ladies 
of Blooming Prairie and the 
surrounding area to its Annual 
Ladies Christmas Tea on Tues-
day, Dec. 5 at 7 p.m. 
The event begins with Christ-

mas music and fellowship in 
the main sanctuary. Following 
the performance, Christmas 
tea and delectable treats will be 
available in the church’s fellow-
ship hall, which is handicapped 
accessible. 
This evening is a special way 

to begin the Christmas season 
with turning hearts towards 
Jesus.  
Please RSVP for the event by 

Monday, Nov. 27 by calling the 
church office (507) 583-2673. 

Don’t miss all the
                 “Better Choices!”

Plan your viewing with the IN FOCUS Program Guide!
Delivered to you monthly • 1 Year Member Subscription $35.

email: MBednar@KSMQ.Org or 507.481.2098

J&H LIQUOR’SJ&H LIQUOR’S
• BAR BINGO: Monday, 6:30 p.m.
•  BLOOMIN’ GRAPEVINE WINE CLUB: Tuesday, 7-8:30 p.m. 

December Holiday Get-together, Jan. 30, Feb. 20, Mar. 20, 
Apr. 17, May 8: Season Finalé

•  EUCHRE: Nov. 18, 1 p.m.
•   CELEBRATE THE HOLIDAYS: 

Wednesday, Nov. 8 & Dec. 6, 5-7:30 p.m. 
A Touch of Charm–Holiday tastings, special discounts, 
holiday decorations 
J&H OFF-SALE–Wine tastings and treats, holiday wine 
sale, register for door prizes

• HOLIDAY DAZZLE DOWNTOWN: Dec. 1
• HARVEY’S HOLIDAY CHEER: Dec. 16

CLOSED DEC. 24, 25, 31 & JAN. 1
340 E. Main St. • Blooming Prairie • 583-7557

ALL EVENT DETAILS AVAILABLE AT J&H LIQUOR’S

BUSINESS FOR SALE:
Need a career change? 
Be your own boss!
Great opportunity to own this hometown bar/off-sale.  
Contact Harvey for details. 

132 2nd Ave NE  | Blooming Prairie, MN
583.6613

Dr. Deborah J Lien
DDS, MBSORTHODONTIC SPECIALIST

GIVE THEM EVERY 
REASON TO SMILE

On Sale
Now!

ChanhassenDT.com
952.934.1525 • 800.362.3515

Back By Popular Demand!

“Heavenly…
a must see!”

– Pioneer Press
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ELLENDALE/GENEVA/HOPE
Nov. 8

3:30 p.m. – Com Ed (Kick-
ball) Class, Ellendale Ele-
mentary Gym North 

Nov. 9
4 p.m. – Com Ed (Beginner 
Piano Lessons), NR Choir 
Room 
6:30 p.m. – Turbo Kick Ex-
ercise, Ellendale Elementary 
Smart Room 
7:30 p.m. – Ellendale City 
Council Meeting 

Nov. 10
9:30 a.m. – Veteran’s 
Day Program, NRHEG High 
School Gym 
Nov. 12
11:30 a.m. – 1 p.m. – Turkey 

Dinner, First Lutheran Church 
of Ellendale 

Nov. 13
6 p.m. – Com Ed (Acrylic 
Painting) Class, NRHEG HS 
Art Room

Nov. 14
6:15 p.m. – Com Ed (PIYO 
Live) Class, Ellendale Ele-
mentary Smart Room 
6:15 p.m. – ECFE Adven-
tures in Parenting Class, 
Ellendale Preschool Room 
6:30 p.m. – Karate, Ellen-
dale Elementary Gym North 

Nov. 23
7:30 p.m. – Ellendale City 
Council Meeting 
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A place for all kids to feel welcome.
A place that nurtures kids - a place where they can grow.
A place that gives them every opportunity to be their best.
The Blooming Prairie Youth Club is the place for everyone.

Providing quality educational and recreational 
opportunities to empower our youth for their future

Blooming Prairie Youth Club
401 4th St SE, Blooming Prairie, MN 55917

507.583.6699
Marcy@bpyouthclub.com

www.bpyouthclub.com

BIRTHS
May 2017

Lucas Austin Snider, Parents: 
Sara and Spencer, May 1. 
Margaret Lin Peterson, Parents: 
Ashley and Anthony, May 2. 
Janelle Gabriella Rosales, Par-
ents: Priscilla and Jesse, May 2. 
Callie Jean Mayer, Parents: 
Deon and Christopher, May 3. 

Isabelle Constance Becker, 
Parents: Gabrielle and Alex, 
May 4. 
Felicity Skye Douglas, Parents: 
Heidi and Jonathan, May 4. 
Lydia Ann Hunt, Parents: Holly 
and Joel, May 4. 
Arlind Alimi, Parents: Olivia 
Hughes and Armend Alimi, May 
6. 
Annabelle Mae Ogden, Parents: 
Johnnie and James, May 6. 
Landon James Wagamon, Par-

ents: Megan and Brian, May 7. 
Landry Avery Woltman, Par-
ents: Kari and Lance, May 7. 
Isabelle Marie Hayes, Parents: 
Bridget and Shawn, May 8. 
Owen Thomas Rohe, Parents: 
Amy and Jason, May 10. 
Alexander Owen Ahrens, Par-
ents: Molly and Nathan, May 10. 
Berklee Ann Landkammer, Par-
ents: Megan and Ryan, May 11. 
Joseph James Krejci, Parents: 
Rachel and Jon, May 12. 

Natalie Joann Langham, Par-
ents: Brooklyn and Jesse, May 
15. 
Omar Aweys Omar, Parents: 
Fadumo Maxamuud and Aweys 
Ahmed, May 17. 
Ethan Josias Hernandez-Ro-
bles, Parents: Deisy Robles and 
Margarito Maceda, May 19. 
Joseph Aguilar, Parents: Maria 
and Juan, May 19. 
Elizabeth Joy McCusker, Par-
ents: Heidi and Kevin, May 19. 
Sawyer Robert Cassen, Par-
ents: Angel and Keith, May 20. 
Henry Charles Hoha, Parents: 
Carissa and Joshua, May 20. 
Cecilia Marie Wantoch, Parents: 
Ashley and Nicholas, May 22. 
Augustus Robert Kahnke, 
Parents: Hollie and Michael, 
May 23. 
Benjamin Nathan Wetzel, 
Parents: Michelle and Nathan, 
May 23. 
Kaison Michael Myers, Parents: 
Rachel Abderrahim and Michael 
Myers, May 30. 

DEATHS
May 2017

James William Gwilt, 77, Bloom-
ing Prairie, May 1. 

Helen Frances Jacobson, 87, 
Owatonna, May 2. 
Joanne Marilyn Neuleib, 86, 
Owatonna, May 2. 
Lorraine Agnes Butler, 92, 
Blooming Prairie, May 3. 
Jerome Maynard Saufferer, 63, 
Medford, May 3. 
Wilma Ann Mueller, 85, Med-
ford, May 5. 
Larry Francis Charbonneau, 77, 
Warsaw Township, May 5. 
Allan Lawton Peterson, 91, 
Owatonna, May 5. 
Carol Frances Kelly, 79, Owa-
tonna, May 7. 
Ronald Joseph Palac, 68, Sum-
mit Township, May 8. 
Abdullahi Aadan Yarow, 50, 
Owatonna, May 8. 
Cindy Kaye Rogness, 58, Owa-
tonna, May 8. 
Marian Welte Becker, 92, 
Blooming Prairie, May 9. Lloyd 
Nye Langmade, 97, Owatonna, 
May 10. 
Lavern Leroy Loberg, 87, Ellen-
dale, May 14. 
Richard A. Fehn, 71, Faribault, 
May 16. 
Peter John Rysavy, 98, Owa-
tonna, May 16. 
Leo Milton Rendahl, 100, 
Blooming Prairie, May 16. 
Dora Jane Idstrom, 81, Owaton-
na, May 17. 
Calvin Harold Hoelz, 66, Owa-
tonna, May 20. 
Jerry Ottis Peters, 82, Owaton-
na, May 20. 
Patricia Marie Vieths, 90, Owa-
tonna, May 20. 
Donna M. David, 88, Faribault, 
May 21. 
Patricia Ann Ziese, 67, Owaton-
na, May 21. 
John Randolph Hodge Rowe, 
73, Owatonna, May 22. 
Richard Gonzales, 69, Owaton-
na, May 22. 
Adeline Catherine Christianson, 
95, Blooming Prairie, May 23. 
Beverly Jean Shook, 68, Farib-
ault, May 24. 
Teresa Rose Ferrington, 85, 
Blooming Prairie, May 25. 
Robert Paul Anderson, 79, 
Owatonna, May 25. 
Allen Douglas Buss, 91, Owa-
tonna, May 26. 
Ruth Cora Cohenour, 86, 
Blooming Prairie, May 26. 
Esther Geraldyne Kielmeyer, 
86, Faribault, May 27. 
Howard Laverne Busho, 89, 
Owatonna, May 28. 
Elbert Lee Lucas, 55, Owaton-
na, May 29. 
Jeffrey Paul Schrantz, 58, Owa-
tonna, May 30. 

MARRIAGES
May 2017

Hortencia Janeth Torres and 
José Guadalupe Palma, May 1. 
Michelle Marie Evans and Sam-
my Daniel Miranda-Hernandez, 
May 5. 
David Girard Lipelt and Angela 
Michelle Knish, May 5. 
Kayle Nicole Katzung and Scott 
Sylvester Balzer, May 6. 
Bruce Edwin Highfield and An-
nissa Rheannon Allen, May 12. 
Melissa Lynn Duke and Nicho-
las Andrew Lanyon, May 12. 
Samuel Ervin Vanderpoel and 
Rebecca Ann Leonard, May 13. 
Samuel Sergey Meixner and 
Paige Teresa Nicole Waterbury, 
May 13. 
Michael James Anderson and 
Barbara Smith Cole, May 13. 
Jesse Scott Jaeger and Jacy 
Jeannette Eggum, May 13. 
Keith Alexander Cooper and 
Tara Jean Benson, May 19. 
Jordan Lee Albin-Jandt and 
Johnathan Michael Srock, May 
20. 
Lucas Jeffrey Johnson and 
Courtney Elizabeth Marie 
Mullerleile, May 20. 
Bryan Kenneth Lamont and 
Stephanie Joy Koepp, May 20. 
Michael James Howe and Jus-
tine Ambler Mahnke, May 20. 
Shane Michael Quiggle and 
Sara Marie Pichner, May 20. 
Blas Obed Varela Santos and 
Monica Rose Deleon, May 24. 
Pedro Gutierrez and Virginia 
Gutierrez, May 24. 
Brooke Elizabeth Radel and 
Alison Rae Slinden, May 27. 
Andrew John Simon and Gloria 
Claire Rosener, May 27. 
Matthew Roger Schrom and 
Linda Jean Glende-Thompson, 
May 31. . 

DIVORCES
May 2017

Kristina A. Kaplan and Jeffrey 
Joseph Kaplan. 
Ashley Marie Johnson and 
Shane Curtis Johnson. 
Isnarda Velazquez-Reyes and 
Jose A. Tamez. 
Nicholas Alexander Woods and 
Heidi Ann Woods. 
Kristi M. Anderson and Jason 
Anderson. 
Celeste Mendez and Marco 
Antonio Mendez. 
Steven Michael Cosgrove and 
Lyndsay Leigh Cosgrove. 

To become a Blooming Prairie 
Chamber member, contact Becky at 583-4472

STEELE COUNTY PUBLIC RECORDS

PUBLIC RECORDS

STAFF PHOTO: HOWARD LESTRUD
Workers installed new sewer system linings on the north part of Blooming Prairie last week. Joe Foster of Municipal Pipe Tool Co. of 
Hudson, Iowa, checks out a pressure meter while installing the linings. 

Upgrading 
the sewer 
system 
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Pets

Larry & Donna Bennett
4151 N. County Rd. 45
Owatonna, MN 55060
(507) 451-2203 Cell: 507-456-7977

Bennett’s
Pet Haven
Cemetery, Inc.

“Professional Cremation and Burial Services for your loving pet”
Shorty & Sue Schroht

857 Mosher Ave.
Owatonna, MN 55060

(507) 455-3204

STEELE COUNTY 
TIMES PROFESSIONAL 

DIRECTORY

Tires

Mike’s  REPAIR
507-455-0388

Fax: 507-455-0486
After Hours: 507-455-0483

Tire Service
AG & Heavy Truck 

Complete Truck Parts and Service Mike Hartle
     Owner

870 32 Ave. NW
Owatonna, MN 55060

Truck Accessories
The lightest, most 
durable, longest 

lasting truck fenders, 
bracket kits, and truck 

accessories in the 
trucking industry.

Minimizer.com • 800-248-3855 • Blooming Prairie

Minimizer.com • 800-248-3855 • Blooming Prairie

Excavating

Collision
THE ONLY AREA SHOP certified to work 
 on the 2015 Ford Aluminum F150

Collision

Taste of 
the Holidays

Open House
Saturday, Nov. 11

11 am.- 4 pm

Recipe Exchange:
HEnter your favorite recipes to be included in a collection of local recipes. 

BOOKLETS WILL BE HANDED OUT BY EARLY DECEMBER.

Christmas cookie decorating and 
ornament coloring station for the kids

H(Participants receive one free kids video rental)

237 Highway Ave. S. • Blooming Prairie
(507) 583-6671

Mon. - Sat. 7:30 am - 8:30 pm

Sun. 8:30 am - 7:00 pm

Best Holiday Dessert Contest
HBring 4 samples of your best dessert for judging by 3:30. 

Winner receives $50 Vandal’s Gift Certificate!

Sample wonderful 
HOLIDAY FOODS 

throughout 
the store!

DRAWINGS FOR:
HFREE Valley Maid Ham

HTurkey

H$50 Grocery Gift Certificate

10% Off HPre-booked hams, turkeys, all meat, cheese, fruit 
and snack trays, Mrs. Gerry’s and Jennifer’s Deli items. 
(Must be booked on Nov. 11 to receive discount)

10% Off Veterans HAll veterans receive discount on 
any purchase today. 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE!

STAFF PHOTO: HOWARD LESTRUD
The Sorensens came in Halloween attire to a special Halloween party at the Blooming Prairie 
Servicemen’s Club on Monday night, Oct. 30. Shown with mom Natalie Sorensen, a teacher at the 
BP Elementary School, are Madeline, Max and Carter.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Mr. Ghostbuster (aka Gregg Skillestad) of Blooming Prairie and his two sons, Levi and Elijah made 
their rounds in the BP neighborhood on Halloween night. (Photo by Darrell Hansen)
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World War II vet recalls sacrifices 
made in defending country
War experience fueled patriotism for Williamson

BY HOWARD LESTRUD
STAFF WRITER

Would you say you are patriotic?
That question was asked recently of Frank 

Williamson, 94-year-old veteran of World War 
II. His quick response was: “Oh yes.”

Williamson’s patriotism was built by his 
three years of service in the military, one year 
in the Coast Guard and two years in the United 
States Navy.

Sitting comfortably in his easy recliner, 
Williamson reflected on his military service 
just before he celebrates Veterans Day on 
Saturday. Williamson currently resides in the 
Heather Haus Apartments next to the Prairie 
Manor Care Center in Blooming Prairie.

Williamson is proud of his military service 
and often shares his experiences over morning 
coffee with friends at Subway in Blooming 
Prairie.

A most modest man, Williamson discussed 
his early years after being born and raised in 
the outskirts of Chicago.

Williamson enlisted in the Coast Guard at 
age 18 in 1942 during war time. He served in the 
Coast Guard for one year and then was put on a 
ship in 1943, the USS Harveson, a destroyer.

His duty consisted of being part of an escort 
service for convoys going overseas. During his 
military career, he made 12 convoy trips. The 
convoy trips would begin in New York and end 
in British, Irish or Scottish ports.

Williamson’s ship and five others would 
escort the convoy. After getting their battle 
ships to their destination, Williamson’s ship 
would take on water and fuel to take back. “We 
also took enough food with us to make a round 
trip,” he said.

Some troops were carried on the ships but 
mostly fuel and supplies were taken on true 

water.
Why did Williamson choose to serve? 
“Because I was called,” he responded. He and 

Margaret Ann were married on Aug. 10, 1944. 
The Williamsons were married for 72 years.

Citing memories of his service career, 
Williamson said the first six months were a bad 
experience. “I was seasick,” he explained.

German submarines were all around 
Williamson’s ship, he recalls. He said at 
least one ship was lost on the convoy trips. 
Williamson’s ship was protecting the convoy. 
“We never lost any men,” he says thankfully.

Williamson’s ship hunted down submarines. 
Records show that Williamson’s ship brought 
one sub to surface.

Williamson went aboard as a seaman and 
ended up as a Gunner’s Mate, two stripes. 
His ship escorted convoys until the Germans 
surrendered. He was then assigned to the 
Pacific with anti-aircraft guns on board.

“We never left Pearl Harbor,” Williamson 
said. When his ship did leave, it headed to 
Japan. “It was so hot that we slept in our sacks 
on the deck,” he remarked. 

“I remember a radio man yelling “The G-- 
D--- war is over.” That message came after the 
second atomic bomb was dropped on Japan.

After the war ended, Williamson had 
accumulated enough points to be discharged on 
Nov. 9, 1945. Williamson was asked to “re-up” 

but he said he chose to “head for home.”
What lessons did Williamson learn from the 

military service? 
“I did what I was told to do and was not 

charging up an island or being in a foxhole but 
did my part,” he says.

Williamson farmed in Illinois after the war 
and moved to Minnesota in 1968. He and wife 
Margaret and four children lived on a farm 
near Waltham. He lived on the farm for 51 
years. Williamson has four children: Jill, Terry, 
Dave and Mark. All went to school in Blooming 
Prairie.

His son Dave farmed with him for many 
years but then quit the farm at age 44 and 
became a nurse, working at the VA Hospital in 
Minneapolis.

Frank has seven grandchildren and six 
great-great grandchildren.

Military service is good for young kids, 
Williamson believes. As an example, he 
mentioned that his youngest son Mark served 
in the Army and learned “a lot about respect.” 

He is currently a member of the Blooming 
Prairie American Legion and has served on the 
Legion honor guard.

“I like Blooming Prairie very much,” 
Williamson grins. “It’s so clean and a very safe 
community,” he explained.

Williamson believes in a strong military 
and says the electronic age has taken over in all 
branches of the service.

While a resident of the Heather Haus, 
Williamson went next door often to Prairie 
Manor to be with his wife. He would help feed 
her twice a day for 4 1/2 years. She passed away 
in October of last year.

Williamson’s apartment is very tidy and 
filled with family pictures. One photo he most 
admires is of him in his uniform and Margaret 
in her white dress on their wedding day.

STAFF PHOTO BY HOWARD LESTRUD
Frank Williamson, 94, of Blooming Prairie, proudly holds a wedding photo 
of him and wife Margaret Ann. The Williamsons were married 72 years 
before she passed away last year. Frank and Margaret Williamson were 
married on Aug. 10, 1944 in Oak Park, Illinois. They moved to Minnesota in 
1968 and farmed in the Waltham area.

“I did what I was told to do and 
was not charging up an island or 

being in a foxhole but did my part.”

Frank Williamson
World War II Veteran

BY HOWARD LESTRUD
STAFF WRITER

Patriotism always reigns supreme in 
Blooming Prairie and this Veterans Day 
on Saturday, Nov. 11 will be no different.

The Blooming Prairie Servicemen’s 
Club will host several activities on 
Veterans Day.

Doug Johnson, past commander of 
American Legion Post #52, said activities 
will begin at 9:30 a.m. with coffee and 
donuts being served at the Servicemen’s 
Club 210 4th St. NE.

A flag raising ceremony is planned 
for 11 a.m. on Saturday. The Pledge of 
Allegiance will be recited. The flag will be 
raised, rain, shine or snow. A local veteran 
will raise the flag.

An evening program is planned at 
the Servicemen’s Club with a social hour 
at 5:30 p.m. followed by a Veterans Day 
supper at 6:30 p.m.

The meal will be followed by a 
program featuring an MIA reading and a 
presentation of 18 Quilts of Valor to area 
veterans. Marilyn Meshke of the VFW 
Post #52 Auxiliary will introduce the 
recipients of the Quilts of Valor and their 
families.

Johnson will be master of ceremonies 
for the evening.

Tom Peterson, adjutant for the Sons of 
the American Legion, will give an update 
on the Veterans Memorial project he and 
many others are leading.

Fourth graders at the Blooming Prairie 
Elementary School will listen to a patriotic 
presentation at 12:30 p.m. on Friday, Nov. 
10 in the elementary gym. Veterans Doug 
Miner and Doug Johnson will share their 
military experiences and will explore the 
true meaning of Veterans Day with the 
students.

Veterans Day is an official United 
States public holiday, observed annually 
on Nov. 11, that honors military veterans, 
persons who served in the United States 
Armed Forces. It coincides with other 
holidays, including Armistice Day and 
Remembrance Day, celebrated in other 
countries that mark the anniversary of 
the end of World War I.

Major hostilities of World War I were 
formally ended at the 11th hour of the 11th 
day of the 11th month of 1918, when the 
Armistice with Germany went into effect. 
The United States previously observed 
Armistice Day. The U.S. holiday was 
renamed Veterans Day in 1954.

The Veterans Day activities are 
sponsored by American Legion Post #52, 
VFW Post #878, Legion Auxiliary, VFW 
Auxiliary and the Sons of the American 
Legion.

Quilts of Valor presentation to cap Veterans Day in BP

STAFF FILE PHOTO BY HOWARD LESTRUD
Navy veteran Doug Johnson, front row left and Army veteran Doug Miner, will again share their military 
experiences and talk about patriotism with Blooming Prairie Elementary School students at 12:30 p.m. 
Friday, Nov. 10 in the school gymnasium. Johnson and Miner are shown with fourth graders last year.

Blooming Prairie
Nov. 11 

(all at Servicemen’s Club) 

9:30 a.m. – coffee and 
donuts served in the 

Foxhole 

11 a.m. – Flag raising 
ceremony outside clubhouse 

5:30 p.m. – Social Hour 

6:30 p.m. – Ham Dinner 
followed by a Patriotic 

Program, Vets Memorial 
update and Quilts of Valor 

presentation 
Dinner: $10

Kids, 6-11: $5 
Kids 5 and under, Free

Veterans eat free with ID

New Richland
Friday, Nov. 10 

9:30 a.m. Veteran’s Day 
program in the high school 

gym featuring a local 
veteran as the speaker. 

Organized by the NRHEG 
HS Ambassadors group, 

which promotes positivity 

 AREA 
VETERANS 

DAY 
PROGRAMS

 
 

Owatonna 
Nov. 11: 

Flag Raising Program: 
11 a.m. at Steele County 

Courthouse 

Hy-Vee Breakfast: 6 a.m. to 
11 a.m. 

American Legion Lunch: 
Noon to 1 p.m. 

Elks Lodge Dinner: 5 p.m. 
to 6 p.m. 

VFW Supper: 4 to 7 p.m. 
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Honoring our living veterans

This special section is sponsored by the following businesses

LESLIE ABRAHAM
CARL ADAMS
JOSEPH ADELMANN
WILLIAM AHRENS
JOHN ALBERS
MAYNARD ALBERS
GREGORY AMAZI
LEE AMUNDSON
GERALD ANDERSEN
CLAYTON ANDERSON
EARL ANDERSON
RAYMOND ANDERSON
SHANE ANDERSON
DON ANTL
BRUCE ARETT
JERRY ARNDT
CONRAD BAHE
RICHARD BAKKEN
RON BALLSTADT
DEBRA BANKS
KENNETH BANKS
WALTER BARFKNECHT
GERALD BARRY
JOHN BARTHEL
CHARLES BARTZ
JEROME BAUER
RICKY BAUER
RICHARD BAUMER
ERNEST BENESH
KEVIN BENNETT
NEILL BENNETT
GRAHAM BENOIT
ROBERT BENSON
RONALD BENSON
ROBERT BERNET
GRANT BETTIN
ARNIE BEYER
TIMOTHY BIEGERT
JACK BJERK
EUGENE BLAKER
RONNIE BLAKSTAD
JAMES BLANSHAN
EDWARD BLOCK
RODNEY BLOCK
ROGER BOGEN
ROBERT BOHLMAN
JACK BOOTS
ROGER BORCHARDT
DELMER BORWEGE
RALPH BOS
BYRON BRADY
MERLE BRECKE
DANIEL BREWSTER
JR BRITT
RICHARD BROMLEY
BLAINE BROOKS
GERALD BROWN
JAMES BRUNNER
NORMAN BUCK

JERRY BUECKSLER
MARK BUECKSLER
DONALD BULVER
ARLAN BURMEISTER
THOMAS BYRNE
RICHARD CAIN
VERNOL CALDER
DANIEL CAMMOCK
DAVID CAMMOCK
CARYL CAMPBELL
DELBERT CASS
DALE CHRISTENSEN
CASEY CHRISTIAN
CLYDE CHRISTOFFERSON
ROBERT CLEMENS
LOREN CLEMMENSEN
VERLYN CORNELIUS
GARY CORSON
BURT CRAMER
RUSS CUMBERLAND
EDWARD CUNNINGHAM
DONALD DALEN
ROBERT DANIELSON
RICHARD DAVID
CHARLES DAVIS
DWAYNE DAVIS
RODNEY DAWSON
EUGENE DEBUS
DENNIS DEETS
JUAL DELAITSCH
RANDY DETTMANN
KEVIN DEVOS
DAVID DIETZ
ALAN DILLEMUTH
JOHN DILLEMUTH
RICHARD DILLEMUTH
EDWARD DISHER
WILLIAM DISHER
DAVID DOMBROCK
CARL DRACHE
LAVERNE DRACHE
MARK DRESSEL
FLOYD DUNCAN
JEFF DUSEK
JAMES EBELING
GLENN EDIN
RONALD EGGERS
JAMES EIDSON
TERRY EKHOLM
DALE ELSNER
GERALD ELSNER
BRANDON ENGBARD
JAMES ENGELS
DEWAYNE ERICKSON
GERALD ERICKSON
VERDON ERICKSON
BRIAN EROLA
MIKE EVANS
PHILLIP EVENSON

JOHN FAIT
HENRY FALCONE
JOSEPH FALTEYSEK
DICK FELBER
DENNIS FERCH
RICHARD FERGUSON
DT FINHOL
RICHARD FISHER
STEVEN FISHER
TOM FLEMKE
ROBERT FOREMAN
LYNDIN FOSS
CHARLES FREDERICK
DEAN FRETHEIM
STEVEN FRODL
TIMOTHY GABRIELSON
EMMET GALLAGHER
ELLSWORTH GALLENTINE
DUANE GASNER
JOSEPH GAUTHIER
ROBERT GEDICKE
DUANE GEHRING
JAMES GEORGE
JOHN GEROLD
DENNIS GINTHER
KENNETH GLEASON
LAWRENCE GOETTL
FERNANDO GONZALES
CLYDE GRANT
JAMES GRASS
ROGER GREEN
ROGER GROBNER
WAYNE GRUBISH
ALLAN GRUNWALD
CURTIS GUSE
HAROLD GUSE
RYAN GUSE
RON GWIN
TOM HABERMAN
ALBERT HAFSTAD
ROGER HAGEN
DAVID HAGER
EUGENE HAGER
JOHN HAGER
LYNN HAGER
ROBERT HAGER
SAMUEL HAGER
ELVIN HALVERSON
HAROLD HANSEN
WALTER HANSEN
LEVI HANSON
PAUL HANSON
ROBERT HARDCOPF
JAMES HARLICKER
RODNEY HATLE
JAMES HAUGEN
OJ HAVELKA
GREG HAVER
RICHARD HAVILLE

MITCH HEIL
PHILIP HEIM
DAN HEISE
JAMES HELLER
ELWOOD HENDRICKSON
EUGENE HENDRICKSON
MAYNARD HENDRICKSON
MICHAEL HERBERG
EVELYN HERSHBERGER
RONALD HERZOG
DOUGLAS HIATT
DAVID HICKMAN
JOANN HIEBERT
DARRYL HILL
RALPH HILLER
ARTHUR HINZE
MARK HIPPERT
DUANE HOBERT
JAMES HOFFMANN
DONALD HOFIUS
HANS HOHRMAN
LESTER HOLM
DONALD HONDEL
PAUL HOSFIELD
BERNARD HRUSKA
JAMES HUBER
KENNETH HUBER
JERRY HUDRLIK
LANNY HUEMANN
ARVID HUSTAD
JOHN IDSTROM
PAUL ILLG
JOHN IVERSON
HOWARD JACOBSON
LESTER JANTE
RICHARD JARVI
ERIC JENO
LAVERN JENO
JOHN JENSEN
JON JENSEN
MERRILL JENSEN
DANIEL JERPBAK
DONALD JINDRA
AL JIRELE
ANDREW JOENKS
WILLIAM JOENKS
CHRISTOPHER JOHNSON
DELBERT JOHNSON
DENNIS JOHNSON
FRANK JOHNSON
GERALD JOHNSON
HILDING JOHNSON
JERALD JOHNSON
LEONARD JOHNSON
LESLEE JOHNSON
MARK JOHNSON
ROGER JOHNSON
RONALD JOHNSON
STEVEN JOHNSON

CHARLES JONES
BRANDEN JONGBLOEDT
WAYNE JORGENSEN
ROGER KABAGE
MYRON KAMRATH
RUSSEL KARLEN
RONALD KAROW
DARWIN KASPER
MARK KASPER
LAWRENCE KATRA
GENE KATZUNG
JERRY KATZUNG
VERNELL KATZUNG
RJ KAY
KENNETH KEIPER
JAMES KENNEY
DAVID KENOW
HAROLD KERKVLIET
DONALD KIEFER
JAMES KILLEN
JOHN KILNESS
THOMAS KINGSLEY
EUGENE KISPERT
VAUGHN KISPERT
VIRGINIA KITCH
LARRY KNUTSON
WALFRED KNUTSON
DOUGLAS KOLBE
FRANK KORBLICK
JOHN KOTZ
ROBERT KRAAY
DENNIS KRAMER
JERRY KRAUSE
ROBERT KREEGER
JAMES KREMER
ALVIN KREUTZ
RON KRIESEL
JOHN KRISTOFFERSEN
KEVIN KROGH
LYLE KROHNBERG
MARLIN KROHNBERG
ALDEN KRUSCHKE
BRADY KUBAT
DANIEL KUBAT
STEVEN KUBAT
PAUL KUBICEK
ROGER KUHN
LEROY KUKACKA
LARRY KUNKEL
THOMAS KUNTZ
CHARLES KYLLO
PLOUNT LA
BERNIE LACANNE
DONALD LAGAS
ELMER LAMONT
CHAD LANGE
ALPHONSO LANGER
LARRY LARSON
RAYNARD LARSON

215 Cedardale Dr. SE • Owatonna
507-451-3424

Thank You Veterans
The Kitchen

Serving Delicious 
Breakfasts & Lunches

329 Cedar Ave. N • Owatonna
507-451-9991

M-Th 5:30 am - 2 pm | F 5:30 am - 8 pm

Sat 6:00 am - 2 pm | Sun 8:00 am - 2 pm

FREE 
WIFI

FREE 
WIFI

Thank You, Vets!
(507) 444-9335

1805 S Elm Ave, Owatonna
Monday - Friday 11AM–1AM 

Saturday 8AM–1AM • Sunday 8AM–Midnight

Tavern 
& Grille

Owatonna American Legion Post 77 Members
The following are active members of the Owatonna American Legion Post 77. Thank you for your service in defending our country:

1-507-451-6080
137 WEST BROADWAY ST, OWATONNA

AMERICAN LEGION CLUB

Thank a 
VeT Today
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This special section is sponsored by the following businesses

(507) 446-0431
2575 Harvest Ln NW • Owatonna

Thank you for your service. 
GENEVA BAR & GRILL
Geneva, MN • 507-256-7278

507-451-1430
321 N Cedar Ave • Owatonna

Locally owned for over 65 years!

McCarthy 
Plumbing & Heating

M e d f o r d 
507-455-2145

w w w . o u r h o m e s o u t h . c o m

Thank you 
Veterans!

GARY LAWSON
RICHARD LEE
OTTO LEHRER
JOHN LENT
EDWARD LEVENE
EMILY LEVY
TERRY LEWIS
GERALD LEWISON
RONALD LEWISON
ANTHONY LIMING
HOWARD LOHMANN
DALE LOKEN
KENNETH LONG
GENE LUEDTKE
RODNEY LUND
DONALD LUSTIG
RONALD LUTHE
DUANE LUTTRING
JAMES LYSNE
RONALD MAHLMAN
JAMES MALAKOWSKY
BERNARD MALECHA
REYNALDO MAST
DONALD MATEJCEK
TROY MATEJCEK
LLOYD MATTHES
ROBERT MAXFIELD
ALFRED MCADAMS
RICHARD MCCANN
DUANE MCCOLLEY
HUGH MCDADE
JOHN MCELWAIN
JOHN MCGAHERAN
LARRY MCLAGAN
LEROY MEIER
GORDON MEINERS
CHARLES MEIXNER
MERLE MEIXNER
ROBERT MEIXNER
PAT MERRITT
DOUGLAS MEYER
MIKE MEYER
GENE MICHAELSON
TYRONE MILKE
JAMES MILLER
SYLVESTER MILLER
CHRIST MINSKE
RONALD MINSKE
KENNETH MJOEN
RICHARD MOCK
JAMES MOECKLY
RICHARD MOEN
ROBERT MOLLENHAUER
PATRICK MONTPLAISIR
HAROLD MOORMAN
WILLIAM MORK

EUGENE MOSHER
JOSEPH MUSIL
OWEN NAGEL
FREDRICK NASS
DARYL NEIGEBAUER
ALLEN NELSON
LLOYD NELSON
ROBERT NELSON
TOM NESVIG
MARION NIKOLEY
RICHARD NISSEN
BRANDON NOBLE
LARRY NOBLE
THOMAS NOLAN
WARREN NORD
DONALD NOYCE
ROBERT NUTTING
JAMES OELSCHLAGER
JACK OLDS
LARRY OLSEN
RALPH OLSEN
ROLF OLSON
ROY OLSON
VIRGIL OLSON
JAMES PARTRIDGE
THOMAS PARTRIDGE
DEAN PATTON
HARVEY PEGLOW
JON PEGLOW
JERRY PETERS
GARY PETERSEN
JEROLD PETERSON
TONY PETRICKA
ELDRED PHILLIPS
WILLIAM PIEPER
FLOYD PIEPHO
LARRY PIERCE
MICHAEL PIERCE
RAYMOND PIRKL
DELBERT PITAN
BRENT PODEIN
JAMES PODEIN
RICHARD POLESKY
DEUEL POTTER
BERNARD PRIBYL
PAUL PRIBYL
JOSEPH PROKOPEC
DONALD PROULX
RONALD RACEK
RICHARD RADTKE
RONALD RAMSEY
MARK RASMUSSEN
EUGENE RASSMAN
LARRY REESE
WILLIAM REGAN
JERALD REHNKE

RICHARD REINHARDT
ROBERT REZAC
RANDY RICHMOND
TED RICKERL
GARY RIDGE
GARY RINGHOFER
ARTHUR RIPKA
HENRY RIPKA
PETER ROBERTS
KENNETH ROBERTSON
DONN ROBINSON
HUNTER RODEN
OSCAR RODRIGUEZ
HARVEY RONGLIEN
KIMBERLY ROSENAU
LAWRENCE RUEHLING
DENNIS RUPPRECHT
THOMAS RUSSELL
EDWARD SANDERS
DONALD SCHILLER
FRANK SCHILLER
KENNETH SCHILLER
DELBERT SCHLOBOHM
LUVERNE SCHLOBOHM
WILFRED SCHLOBOHM
JAMES SCHMIDT
MYRON SCHMIDT
TIMOTHY SCHMIDT
JEROME SCHNORENBERG
HAROLD SCHOENFELD
ARTHUR SCHOUWEILER
ROGER SCHROER
HOWARD SCHROHT
LARRY SCHUBERT
MARVIN SCHULL
RONALD SCHULTZ
GARY SCHUSTER
JEFFREY SCHUSTER
RICHARD SCHUSTER
TODD SCHWANKE
EDWARD SCHWENKE
JOE SCHWERING
LINDA SELIG
AARON SELJESETH
GARY SELL
HARVEY SELLNER
RONALD SEVAK
DAVE SEYKORA
RONALD SEYKORA
WILLIAM SHAMP
DANIEL SHAY
JERRY SHORE
GEORGE SIERAKOWSKI
JAMES SKALICKY
LEO SKALICKY
GARY SMITH

LYLE SNIDER
RAYMOND SOBRACK
WILLIAM SORENSEN
RICHARD SORENSON
LAVERN SOUKUP
ROBERT SPATENKA
BRIAN SPENCER
URBAN SPINDLER
JACOB SPINLER
ROLAND SPRANDEL
DALE SPRINGER
MERLE SPRUNG
WENCL SRSEN
DONALD STANDKE
JOHN STANDKE
RAYMOND STANDKE
ROGER STAND
GLEN STARK
WAYNE STARMAN
BERLYN STASKA
ROBERT STASKA
WAYNE STEELE
RICHARD STEFFEN
JAMES STEINBAUER
VINCENT STEINBAUER
NATHAN STENDEL
ROGER STENNES
VICTOR STENZEL
CARL STEWART
RONALD STOCK
MIKE STOKKE
GARY STOLTZ
BILL STONE
CHARLES STONE
EDWIN STROHSCHEIN
DAVE STURSA
JAMES STURSA
GEORGE SVATOS
HEIMER SWANSON
WAYNE SWEET
DONALD TEETERS
KENNETH TEETERS
ALLAN TERPSTRA
BRIAN TESCH
DENNIS THOMPSON
NEIL THOMPSON
DOUGLAS THORN
DAVID THUL
JERRY TIEDE
DALE TIMM
MICHAEL TOBIN
DAVID TOKLE
THOMAS TORGERSON
NORRIS TRAE
MARVIN TRANBY
GERALD TRANDEM

SALVATORE TRAVAGLIO
DONALD TRENDA
STANLEY TRENDA
VERN TUFTE
STEVE ULRICH
KENNETH URBAN
DUANE URCH
JAMES VESTERBY
GARY VOLKMANN
THOMAS VORACEK
GEORGE WACEK
ROBERT WALERIUS
ERNEST WALLACE
JAMES WANOUS
VICTOR WANOUS
DAVID WARNER
TERRENCE WARNER
RAYMOND WAYNE
ROBERT WEBER
DAVID WEGNER
ANTHONY WENCL
BEN WENCL
CHARLES WENCL
DONALD WENCL
MYRON WENCL
RICHARD WENCL
WAYNE WERTH
DAVE WHEELER
EARL WHEELER
KHOLE WHEELER
CARL WIEMAN
JAMES WIERZBINSKI
JAMES WIGGINS
KENNETH WILCOX
ROBERT WILKE
ELMER WILKER
RAYMOND WILLMOTT
HENRY WILMOT
GARY WILSON
LAVERNE WILSON
LEROY WILSON
RICHARD WIRT
TERRY WITTER
RICK WITTROCK
NORM WOBSCHALL
MYRON WOLTERS
MARVIN WORRELL
HAROLD WURSTER
DUANE YULE
WILLIS YULE
TERRANCE ZAK
TIM ZIMMERMAN
EDWARD ZINK
RUSSELL ZIRNGIBLE

(507) 455-0850
8509 SW 72nd Ave, Ellendale

www.ssmotorsportsowatonna.com
6745 Oakland Terrace, Richfield

612-839-2239 | www.rightwaymn.com

New Richland Auto Repair LLC • 246 Third Street NE • New Richland

(507) 463 - 3261 • www.nrautorepair.com

NEW RICHLAND 
AUTO REPAIR

The auto repair shop you can trust
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419 N CEDAR AVENUE  •  OWATONNA, MN

507-451-7710

495 West N. Street, Owatonna • 507-451-7220 • www.cashwise.com

cashwisedelivers.com

135 Oakdale St, 
Owatonna, MN
507-451-1001

Thank you for all 
you have done!

Owatonna
V.F.W

Dennis Abraham 
Kenneth Ahlman 
Clayton Anderson
George Anderson
Robert Anderson
Donald Antl 
Jerry Arndt
Paul Arnfelt
Jerold Atkinson
Norman Balek 
Ronald Ballstadt
Kenneth Banks 
Walter Barfknecht
Richard Bates
Charles Baumgart
James Behne
Donald Bell
Ernest Benesh
Michael Berg
Mitchell J. Berg
Blair Berry 
Arnold Beyer
Jack Bjerk
Robert Black 
Rodney Block
Patrick Blum
Michael Bock
Robert Bohlman
Brendan Boomgarden
Jack Boots
Robert Borwege
Fred Bosacker
Douglas Braaten
Barry Breidenbach 
John Breidenbach
Richard Bromley
Glen Broughton
Gerald Brown
Ralph Brown
Gary Bruggeman
Justin Bucholz
Michael Burton
Jerome Buskovick
Clarence Caldwell
Carroll Carlson
James Carlton
Richard Carroll
Kenneth Caswell
Dale Christensen
Milton Christenson
Donald Cobban
Kivden Cornelius 
Verlyn Cornelius 
Trent Cottingham
Russell Cumberland 
Ronald Dagit
James Dahl 
Daniel Dahle 
Marvin Dahn
Joshua Dale 
Donald Dalen
Richard David
Dwayne Davis 
Kevin De Vos 
Richard Dillemuth 

William Disher
Richard Dodds
George Dow
Edward Drake 
Mark Dressel 
Robert Dub
Patrick Dudley
Michael Dykhuis 
Ronald Eggers
Erick Engels 
James Engels 
Stanley Ennis 
Verdon Erickson
Craig Etherton
Simon Escamilla Jr. 
Andrew Evans 
Dale Fairbanks 
Henry Falcone 
Dennis Ferch 
Victor Fischer 
Dennis Fisher 
Richard Fisher 
Lawrence Flater
Fred Flemming
Robert Foreman
Charles Frederick 
Melvin Frederick 
Verlin Frederick 
Kenneth Freeman
Alfred Freiheit 
William French 
David Fritz
Christopher Gadzinski
Duane Gasner
Duane Gehring
Rene Gilarmini
Anthony Glynn
Clyde Grant
David Griffith
Albert Halfstad 
Michael Hallman
James Hanna
Danial Hannover
Paul Hanson
Todd Harris
Lorri Harrison
James Haugen
Brian Hayes 
Andrew Henderson
Eugene Hendrickson
Gary A. Henry 
Kenneth Henry
Dwayne Hensrud
David Hickman
Dennis Hickok
Susan E. Hind 
Arthur G. Hinze
James Hoffmann
Donald Hofius 
Lester Holm 
Luke Holtus
Dale Holz
Paul Hosfield
Larry Houglum
Dennis J. Hromadko

Kenneth Huber
Marvin Huntington
Patrick Hurley
Jerome Hurst
Arvid Hustad 
Paul Illg
Lester Imker
John Iverson
Walter Jandro 
Lester Jante
Lavern Jeno 
Craig Jensen
Merrill Jensen
Daniel Jerpbak 
Andrew Joenks 
Delbert Johnson
Dennis Johnson
Donald Johnson
Gary Johnson
Glen Johnson
Judith Johnson
Leonard Johnson
Marvin Johnson
Peter Johnson
Steven Johnson
Charles Jones 
James Jorgenson
Donald Kalkman
Gail Kaplan
Nicholas Kaplan
Peter Kaplan
Russell Karlen
Matthew Kath 
William Kaufmann
Paul Kavitz
Roland Kelzenberg
Harold Kerkvliet
Benjamin Kimbro 
Michael Klatte 
James Klecker
Eugene Klessig 
Brandon Knutson
Walfred Knutson
Douglas Kolbe 
Frank Korblick 
Jerry Krause
Scott Krampitz
Eugene Krell 
William Krenke 
Ronald Kriesel
Junior Krippner
Alden Kruschke
Brent Kubat
Douglas Kubista
Charles Kyllo
Bernard Lacanne Sr. 
Laray Laite 
Elmer Lamont
Alphonso Langer
Kyro Lantsberger
Everett Larson
Larry Larson
Gary Lawson
Brian Lee 
Brian Lee 

Marvin Lembke 
James Leonard
Gerald Lewison
Ronald Liebaert
Carol Liming
David Linders
Albert Liverseed
Donald Loken 
Allan Loney
Gene Luedtke
Mark Maass
Bernard Madison
David Madson
Chad Mahlman
Ronald Mahlman
John Manthei
James Manthey
Gary Markl
Dale Marsolek 
Donald Matejcek
Eric Matejcek
Alfred McAdams
Robert McAllen 
Donna McBroom-
Peterson
John McDonald 
John McElwain
Gerald Meixner
Michael Meixner
Richard Meixner
Douglas Meyer
Michael Meyer
Gene Michaelson
Eugene Miller
Mary Miller
Kenneth Mjoen
Paul Moen 
Robert Mollenhauer
William Mork 
Warren Mounsey
Steven Mundy
Frederick Nass
Michael Nechanicky
Allen Nelson
Robert Nelson
Theodore Nelson
Richard Nissen 
Thomas Nolan
Donald Nuckols 
Larry Null 
Ronald O’Brien
Jack Olds 
Larry Olsen
Dean Olson
Daniel Otterness
Steven Overn
Jolene Patterson
Eddie Pederson
Harvey Peglow
Allan Peterson
Dale Peterson
Jerold Peterson
John Peterson
Troy Peterson
Bud Phillips 

William Pieper
Gary Piepho 
Larry Pierce
Michael Pierce
Franklin Piper
Jennifer Piper-Torgerson 
Delbert Pitan 
Brent Podein
Richard Powers
Jeffry Pratt
Richard Polesky
Bernard Prihoda
Franklin Prokopec 
Milo Quast
Paul Ragatz
Mark Rassmussen 
Eugene Rassman 
Scott Reese
Richard Reinhardt
Henry Reyant
Robert Rezac 
Karl Rhines 
Daniel Rhoades 
Mitchell Rhodes 
Theodore Rickerl
James Rieser
Gary Ringhofer
Donn Robinson
Jason Rodenkirchen
Steven Rohlik
William Rohwer
Harvey Ronglien 
James Rowe
Lawrence Ruehling 
Keith Rumler
Michael Russell 
Thomas Russell 
Ty Rysavy 
James Sanders
Daniel Schember
Bradley Schiltz 
Herbert Schlobohm 
Luverne Schlobohm 
Eric Schmid
Jarrod Schmoll 
Harold Schoenfeld 
Leroy Schroeder
Richard Schultz 
Gary Schuster
Jeffrey Schuster
Todd Schwanke 
Donald Schwartz 
Keith Seely
Clifford Sellner
Ronald Seykora 
Tony Seykora
William Shamp
George Sierakowski
Thomas Sisser
Leo Skalicky
Glenn Smith 
Richard Smith 
Grant Snitker
Paula Snitker
Raymond Sobrack 

Wayne Sommers
William Sorensen
Robert Spatenka 
Leo Spindler
Urban Spindler 
Jacob Spinler
Robert Spinler
Dale Springer
Robert Springer
Donald Standke 
Carl Stewart
Douglas Stewart
Charles Stone 
Michael Storm 
Rodney Streich 
Edwin Strohschein
Gary Stursa 
Kevin Subbert
Kenneth Teeters
Harold Thompson
Lynne Thoreson
David Thul 
Patrick J. Tisot
Gerald Todahl 
Raymond Trenda 
Stanley Trenda 
Okley Varney 
Roger Velishek 
Michael Vick 
Lenny Vitha 
Roger Voracek 
George Wacek 
Thomas Wagner
Bernard Waldhauser
Ernie Wallace
Richard Wallace
Gary Wandrey 
Johnathan Wandrey 
Kent Wanous 
David Warner
Terrence Warner 
Raymond Wayne 
Ronald Weathers
Clark Webb 
Ben Wencl 
Larry Wencl 
Troy Westphal 
Earl Wheeler
Wayne Whitbeck 
Jerome White 
James Wierzbinski 
David Wilker
Raymond Willmott
Steven Wilson
Dennis Wimer
Norman Wobschall 
Glenn Wocelka 
Paul Wocelka 
George Wodrich 
Thomas Wondra 
Douglas Worthington
Willis Yule 
Kenneth Zak 
Terrance Zak 

Owatonna VFW Post 3723 members
The following are active members of the Owatonna Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 3723. Thank you for defending our country:

Honoring our living veterans

(507) 451-0722
1212 Frontage Road W/ I-35 • Owatonna

VALLEYVIEW OF OWATONNA
asisted living

Thank you Veterans
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NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO 
VERIFICATION OF THE 

DEBT AND IDENTITY OF 
THE ORIGINAL CREDITOR 

WITHIN THE TIME 
PROVIDED BY LAW IS NOT 

AFFECTED BY THIS ACTION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN:  
That Default has occurred in 
the conditions of the following 
described mortgage:
DATE OF MORTGAGE: 
07/21/2016
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL 
AMOUNT OF MORTGAGE: 
$169,665.00
MORTGAGOR(S): Kristina K. 
Klocek, A Single Woman
MORTGAGEE: Mortgage 
Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., as nominee for 
American Mortgage & Equity 
Consultants, Inc.
DATE AND PLACE OF FILING: 
07/22/2016 as T000073918 
CERT # 19127 in the Office of 
the County Register of Deeds, 
Steele County, Minnesota
The mortgage was assigned 
for value as follows:
Assignee: Freedom Mortgage 
Corporation
Assignment dated: 08/30/2017
Assignment recorded: 
09/07/2017
Assignment recording 
information: T000075272 
CERT # 19127
All in the records of the County 
Register of Deeds in and for 
Steele County, Minnesota.  

TAX PARCEL I.D. NO.: 17-336-
0210
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF 
PROPERTY: Lot 10, Block 
2, Heers Addition No. 4, 
Owatonna, Minnesota. 
Torrens Certificate No.19127 
STREET ADDRESS OF 
PROPERTY: 1709 Greenwood 
Place, Owatonna, MN 55060
COUNTY IN WHICH 
PROPERTY IS LOCATED: 
Steele
LENDER OR BROKER AND 
MORTGAGE ORIGINATOR: 
American Mortgage & Equity 
Consultants, Inc.
RESIDENTIAL MORTGAGE 
SERVICER: Freedom 
Mortgage Corporation
THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO 
BE DUE ON THE MORTGAGE: 
$174,620.96 AS OF 11/15/2017.
THAT no action or proceeding 
has been instituted at law 
to recover the debt secured 
by said mortgage, or any 
part thereof; that there has 
been compliance with all 
pre-foreclosure notice and 
acceleration requirements 
of said mortgage, and/or 
applicable statutes.
Pursuant to the power of sale 
contained in said Mortgage, the 
Mortgage will be foreclosed, 
and the mortgaged premises 
will be sold by the Sheriff of 
Steele County, Minnesota at 
public auction as follows:		
DATE AND TIME OF SALE: 
11/28/2017 at 10:00 AM
PLACE OF SALE: Steele 
County Sheriff’s Office, 204 E. 
Pearl, Owatonna, MN 55060 to 
pay the debt then secured by 
said mortgage and taxes, if any 
actually paid by the mortgagee, 
on the premises and the costs 
and disbursements allowed by 
law.
The time allowed by law 
for redemption by said 
Mortgagor(s) or Mortgagor’s 
personal representatives or 
assigns is 6 Months from the 
date of sale.  
TIME AND DATE TO VACATE 
PROPERTY: If the mortgage 
is not reinstated under Minn. 
Stat. §580.30 or redeemed 
under Minn. Stat. §580.23, 
the mortgagor must vacate 
the mortgaged property by 
11:59 p.m. on May 28, 2018, or 
the next business day if May 
28, 2018 falls on a Saturday, 
Sunday or legal holiday.
MORTGAGOR(S) RELEASED 
FROM FINANCIAL 
OBLIGATION ON MORTGAGE: 
None.
THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION 
BY THE MORTGAGOR, THE 
MORTGAGOR’S PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES OR 
ASSIGNS, MAY BE REDUCED 
TO FIVE WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL 
ORDER IS ENTERED UNDER 
MINNESOTA STATUTES, 
SECTION 582.032, 
DETERMINING, AMONG 
OTHER THINGS THAT 
MORTGAGED PREMISES 
ARE IMPROVED WITH A 
RESIDENTIAL DWELLING 
OF LESS THAN FIVE UNITS, 
ARE NOT PROPERTY 
USED IN AGRICULTURAL 
PRODUCTION, AND ARE 
ABANDONED.
Publication to begin the week 

of: 10/09/2017-10/13/2017
Freedom Mortgage 
Corporation, Mortgagee/
Mortgage Assignee
The Sayer Law Group, P.C., 
By Brian G. Sayer, Attorney for 
Mortgagee/Mortgage Assignee
925 E 4th St., Waterloo, IA 
50703

THIS IS A COMMUNICATION 
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR 
ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT 
A DEBT. ANY INFORMATION 
OBTAINED WILL BE USED 
FOR THAT PURPOSE. 

10/10, 10/17, 10/24
10/31, 11/7, 11/14

FORECLOSURE NOTICE

 NOTICE OF CONDOMINIUM 
ASSOCIATION LIEN

 FORECLOSURE SALE

 WHEREAS, default has 
been made in the terms and 
conditions of the Declaration of 
Skyview Townhouse Association 
Covenants, Conditions 
and Restrictions (hereafter 
“Declaration”), dated April 26, 
1988, and recorded in the Office 
of the County Recorder in and 
for Steele County, Minnesota, 
on the 16th day of June, 1988, 
in Book 34 of Titles, page 259, 
which said Declaration covers 
the following described property 
situated in the County of Steele 
and State of Minnesota, to-wit:
 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION  - Lot 7, 
Block 1, Skyview Townhouses, 
Steele County, Minnesota

 STREET ADDRESS   -  177 
22nd Street NW, Owatonna, 
Steele County, Minnesota  
55060

 PID #    - 17.411.0107

 Torrens Property   -  Certificate 
of Title Number 18156

 WHEREAS, pursuant to said 
Declaration, there is claimed 
to be due and owing as of the 
date of this Notice by Laxman 
Sundae, unit owner,  to Skyview 
Townhouse Association, Inc., 
the principle amount of Eight 
Thousand Sixty-Eight and 
No/100 Dollars ($8,068.00) for 
condominium assessments and 
late fees through October 1, 
2017,  and no action being now 
pending at law or otherwise to 
recover said debt of any part 
thereof, and;
 WHEREAS, pursuant to said 
Declaration, and the statute 
in such case made and 
provided, said debt creates 
a lien upon said premises in 
favor of Skyview Townhouse 
Association, Inc., 
 NOW, THEREFORE, notice is 
hereby given that by virtue of 
the power of sale created
by statute, said lien will be 
foreclosed by the sale of said 
premises with the hereditaments 
and appurtenances, which said 
sale will be made by the Sheriff 
of Steele County, Minnesota, 
at the Sheriff’s Office, 204 
East Pearl Street, Owatonna, 
Steele County, Minnesota,  on 
December 5, 2017, at 10:00 
o’clock a.m., at public auction 
to the highest bidder, for 
cash, to pay the amount then 
due for said condominium 
assessments, together with the 
costs of foreclosure, including 
attorney fees as allowed by 
law.  The time allowed by law for 
redemption by the unit owners, 
their personal representatives or 
assigns, is six (6) months from 
the date of said sale.
 TIME AND DATE TO VACATE 
PROPERTY:  If the real estate is 
an owner-occupied
single family dwelling, unless 
otherwise provided by law, 
the date on or before which 
the unit owners must vacate 
the property if the lien is not 
reinstated under Minn. Stat. 
§580.30 or the property is not 
redeemed under Minn. Stat. 
§580.23 is 11:59 p.m. on June 
5, 2018.  If the foregoing date 
is a Saturday, Sunday, or legal 
holiday, then the date to vacate 
the property is the next business 
day at 11:59 p.m.
Dated: October 11, 2017

SKYVIEW TOWNHOUSE 
ASSOCIATION, INC.

HVISTENDAHL, MOERSCH, 
DORSEY & HAHN, P.A.

BY:     /s/ Mary L. Hahn                                                       
 Mary L. Hahn (#309370)
 311 South Water Street

 Northfield, MN  55057
 Phone: (507) 645-9358

      Attorneys for Skyview 
Townhouse Association, Inc.

11/24, 10/31, 11/7
11/14, 11/21, 11/28

FORECLOSURE

FORECLOSURE

FORECLOSURE

 NOTICE OF CONDOMINIUM 
ASSOCIATION LIEN

 FORECLOSURE SALE

 WHEREAS, default has 
been made in the terms and 
conditions of the Declaration of 
Skyview Townhouse Association 
Covenants, Conditions 
and Restrictions (hereafter 
“Declaration”), dated April 26, 
1988, and recorded in the Office 
of the County Recorder in and 
for Steele County, Minnesota, 
on the 16th day of June, 1988, 
in Book 34 of Titles, page 259, 
which said Declaration covers 
the following described property 
situated in the County of Steele 
and State of Minnesota, to-wit:    
 LEGAL DESCRIPTION  - 
Lot 14, Block 1, Skyview 
Townhouses, Steele County, 
Minnesota
STREET ADDRESS   -  149 
22nd Street NW, Owatonna, 
Steele County, Minnesota  
55060

PID #    - 17.411.0114

Torrens Property   -  Certificate 
of Title Number 18136

 WHEREAS, pursuant to 
said Declaration, there is 
claimed to be due and owing 
as of the date of this Notice 
by Laxman Sundae as unit 
owner  to Skyview Townhouse 
Association, Inc., the principle 
amount of Seven Thousand 
Seven Hundred Thirty and 
No/100 Dollars ($7,730.00) for 
condominium assessments and 
late fees through October 1, 
2017, and no action being now 
pending at law or otherwise to 
recover said debt of any part 
thereof, and;
 WHEREAS, pursuant to said 
Declaration, and the statute 
in such case made and 
provided, said debt creates 
a lien upon said premises in 
favor of Skyview Townhouse 
Association, Inc., 
 NOW, THEREFORE, notice is 
hereby given that by virtue of the 
power of sale created
by statute, said lien will be 
foreclosed by the sale of said 
premises with the hereditaments 
and appurtenances, which said 
sale will be made by the Sheriff 
of Steele County, Minnesota, 
at the Sheriff’s Office, 204 
East Pearl Street, Owatonna, 
Steele County, Minnesota, on 
December 5, 2017, at 10:00 
o’clock a.m., at public auction 
to the highest bidder, for cash, 
to pay the amount then due for 
said condominium assessments, 
together with the costs of 
foreclosure, including attorney 
fees as allowed by law.  The time 
allowed by law for redemption by 
the unit owners, their personal 
representatives or assigns, is six 
(6) months from the date of said 
sale.
 TIME AND DATE TO VACATE 
PROPERTY:  If the real estate is 
an owner-occupied
single family dwelling, unless 
otherwise provided by law, the 
date on or before which the unit 
owners must vacate the property 
if the lien is not reinstated under 
Minn. Stat. §580.30 or the 
property is not redeemed under 
Minn. Stat. §580.23 is 11:59 
p.m. on June 5, 2018.   If the 
foregoing date is a Saturday, 
Sunday, or legal holiday, then the 
date to vacate the property is the 
next business day at 11:59 p.m.
Dated:   October 11, 2017

SKYVIEW TOWNHOUSE 
ASSOCIATION, INC.

HVISTENDAHL, MOERSCH, 
DORSEY & HAHN, P.A.

BY:      /s/ Mary L. Hahn                                             
 Mary L. Hahn (#309370)
 311 South Water Street

 Northfield, MN  55057
 Phone: (507) 645-9358

 Attorneys for Skyview 
Townhouse Association, Inc.

11/24, 10/31, 11/7
11/14, 11/21, 11/28

12-081815
 

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

 
THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION 
OF THE DEBT AND IDENTITY 
OF THE ORIGINAL CREDITOR 
WITHIN THE TIME PROVIDED 
BY LAW IS NOT AFFECTED BY 
THIS ACTION.
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, 
that default has occurred in 
the conditions of the following 
described mortgage:
DATE OF MORTGAGE:  May 1, 
2008
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL 
AMOUNT OF MORTGAGE:  
$127,806.00
MORTGAGOR(S):  Brandon 
L. Klemmensen and Aana E. 
Spurgeon, both single persons
MORTGAGEE:  Advisor's 
Mortgage, LLC
LENDER OR BROKER AND 
MORTGAGE ORIGINATOR 
STATED ON THE MORTGAGE:  

Advisor's Mortgage, LLC
SERVICER:  JPMorgan Chase 
Bank, N.A. 
DATE AND PLACE OF FILING: 
Filed May 2, 2008, Steele County 
Recorder, as Document Number 
A000356965, Thereafter 
modified by a Loan Modification 
Agreement recorded on October 
22, 2014 as document number 
A000399216
ASSIGNMENTS OF 
MORTGAGE:  Assigned to: 
JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A.; 
Dated: May 1, 2008 filed: May 
2, 2008, recorded as document 
number A000356966  
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF 
PROPERTY:
Commencing at a point 2 rods 
West and 1384 feet South of 
the Northeast Corner of the 
Northwest Quarter of Section 
30, Township 106 North, Range 
20 West , thence West 142 feet 
to the East line of the Right of 
Way of the Chicago, Rock Island 
and Pacific Railway; thence 
Southwest along said Right of 
Way line 130 feet, thence East 
approximately 162 feet to the 
West line of Highway, being a 
point 1512 feet directly South of 
the North line of said Northwest 
Quarter, thence North along the 
West line of Highway to the point 
of commencement.  Subject to 
easements of record. Except: 
The North 66 feet thereof
PROPERTY ADDRESS:  9184 
37th Ave SW, Hope, MN 56046
PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER:  05-030-4202
COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY 
IS LOCATED:  Steele
THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO BE 
DUE ON THE MORTGAGE ON 
THE DATE OF THE NOTICE:  
$124,729.82
THAT all pre-foreclosure 
requirements have been 
complied with; that no action or 
proceeding has been instituted 
at law or otherwise to recover the 
debt secured by said mortgage, 
or any part thereof;
PURSUANT, to the power of sale 
contained in said mortgage, the 
above described property will be 
sold by the Sheriff of said county 
as follows:
DATE AND TIME OF SALE:  
December 21, 2017, 10:00am
PLACE OF SALE:  Sheriff's 
Main Office, Law Enforcement 
Center, 204 Pearl Street East, 
Owatonna, MN 55060
to pay the debt secured by said 
mortgage and taxes, if any, on 
said premises and the costs 
and disbursements, including 
attorneys fees allowed by law, 
subject to redemption within 6 
months from the date of said sale 
by the mortgagor(s) the personal 
representatives or assigns.
TIME AND DATE TO VACATE 
PROPERTY:  If the real estate 
is an owner-occupied, single-
family dwelling, unless otherwise 
provided by law, the date on or 
before which the mortgagor(s) 
must vacate the property, if the 
mortgage is not reinstated under 
section 580.30 or the property 
is not redeemed under section 
580.23, is 11:59 p.m. on June 
21, 2018, or the next business 
day if June 21, 2018 falls on 
a Saturday, Sunday or legal 
holiday.
 
"THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY 
THE MORTGAGOR, THE 
MORTGAGOR'S PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES OR 
ASSIGNS, MAY BE REDUCED 
TO FIVE WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL 
ORDER IS ENTERED 
UNDER MINNESOTA 
STATUTES SECTION 582.032 
DETERMINING, AMONG 
OTHER THINGS, THAT THE 
MORTGAGED PREMISES 
ARE IMPROVED WITH A 
RESIDENTIAL DWELLING 
OF LESS THAN 5 UNITS, 
ARE NOT PROPERTY 
USED FOR AGRICULTURAL 
PRODUCTION, AND ARE 
ABANDONED.
 

 Dated: October 24, 2017
 

JPMorgan Chase Bank, 
National Association

Assignee of Mortgagee  
 

SHAPIRO & ZIELKE, LLP
 

BY _____________________
Lawrence P. Zielke - 152559

Diane F. Mach - 273788
Melissa L. B. Porter - 0337778

Randolph W. Dawdy - 2160X
Gary J. Evers - 0134764

Tracy J. Halliday - 034610X
Attorneys for Mortgagee

Shapiro & Zielke, LLP
12550 West Frontage Road, 

Suite 200
Burnsville, MN 55337

(952) 831-4060
 

THIS IS A COMMUNICATION 
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR

 

10/31, 11/7, 11/14
 11/21, 11/28, 12/5

REGULAR SCHOOL BOARD 
MEETING

BLOOMING PRAIRIE, 
MINNESOTA

September 18, 2017

A regular school board meeting 
of the School Board of Indepen-
dent School District #756, 
Blooming Prairie, Minnesota, 
was held in the High School 
Media Center at 7:15 p.m. 
(Open Forum at 7:00 p.m.).

OPEN FORUM – Mrs. Thomas 
thanked the School Board for 
allowing her a class overload.
 
I. CALL TO ORDER –CHAIR-
PERSON

II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

III. ROLL CALL - CLERK 	
Steve Ille, Rodney Krell, Kelly 
Braaten, Pam Hameister, Mi-
chelle Vigeland, Jenny Thur-
nau, Jon Sunde

ALSO PRESENT:	 	
Superintendent of Schools, 
Elementary School Principal
High School Principal, Mem-
bers of BPTA

MEMBERS ABSENT:	
None

IV. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Motion by Jenny Thurnau and 
seconded by Jon Sunde to ap-
prove the agenda as presented 
with the addition of information 
on item E. under “Items on 
which Board Action is Request-
ed”.  Motion carried.  (7 Aye/0 
Nay)

V. AUDIT PRESENTATION

Craig Popenhagen, CliftonLar-
sonAllen LLP, presented the 
fiscal year 2017 audit.  Motion 
by Michelle Vigeland and sec-
onded by Steve Ille to approve 
the FY 17 audit as presented.  
Motion carried.  (7 Aye/0 Nay)

VI. PRINCIPAL REPORTS

Reports given by Mr. Staloch 
and Mr. Worke.  

VII. ITEMS ON WHICH 
BOARD ACTION IS RE-
QUESTED

Minutes, Bills, Treasurer’s 
Report, Resignations, Dona-
tions
Motion by Jenny Thurnau 
seconded by Pam Hameister 
to approve the minutes, bills, 
treasurer’s report, resignations, 
and donations.  Motion carried.  
(7 Aye/0 Nay)

Employment
Motion by Steve Ille and sec-
onded by Jon Sunde to approve 
the employment of Ryan Slack 
as an assistant track coach; 
placement on step 5 of the pre-
vailing extracurricular schedule 
due to previous experience with 
the district.  Motion carried.  (7 
Aye/0 Nay)

Motion by Kelly Braaten and 
seconded by Steve Ille to ap-
prove the employment of Steph-
anie Murphy as an assistant 
track coach; placement on step 
1 of the prevailing extracurric-
ular schedule due to previous 
experience with the district.  
Motion carried.  (7 Aye/0 Nay)

Motion by Michelle Vigeland 
and seconded by Pam Hameis-
ter to approve the employment 
of Heather Schiller as an assis-
tant track coach; placement on 
step 0 of the prevailing extra-
curricular schedule.  Motion 
carried.  (7 Aye/0 Nay)

Motion by Pam Hameister and 
seconded by Steve Ille to ap-
prove the employment of Bobbi 
Meador as an ECSE parapro-
fessional with placement on 
step 2 of the prevailing extra-
curricular schedule.  She will 
work approximately 32.5 hours 
per week.  Motion carried.  (7 
Aye/0 Nay)

Proposed Levy Limitation 
and Certification 2017 Pay-
able 2018
Motion by Jenny Thurnau and 
seconded by Michelle Vigeland 
to approve the “maximum” 
amount which must be certified 
to the home county auditor and 
the MN Department of Educa-
tion by September 30th.  Motion 
carried.  (7 Aye/0 Nay)

Homecoming DJ
Motion by Kelly Braaten and 
seconded by Pam Hameister 
to approve American Entertain-
ment as the DJ for the Home-
coming Dance on October 6th 
at a cost of $495.00.  As an au-
diting requirement, this expen-
diture must be paid by District 
funds and then reimbursed from 
the Student Activity Fund.  Mo-
tion carried.  (7 Aye/0 Nay)

Property and Casualty/Work-
ers’ Compensation Insurance
Motion by Jon Sunde and sec-

onded by Steve Ille to approve 
the property and casualty insur-
ance bid from Wright Specialty 
Insurance Agency LLC.  Motion 
carried.  (7 Aye/0 Nay)

Motion by Kelly Braaten and 
seconded by Steve Ille to ap-
prove the workers’ compensa-
tion insurance bid from Midwest 
Insurance.  Motion carried.  (6 
Aye-Ille, Braaten, Krell, Hameis-
ter,Thurnau, Sunde/1 Nay-Vige-
land)

Steele County Area Mental 
Health Collaborative Contract
Motion by Jenny Thurnau and 
seconded by Michelle Vigeland 
to approve a contract with the 
Steele County Area Mental 
Health Collaborative which will 
contribute funds towards our 
school social worker costs.  Mo-
tion carried.  (7 Aye/0 Nay)

Election Judges
Motion by Pam Hameister and 
seconded by Jon Sunde to 
approve the following election 
judges for the November 7, 
2017, election which will be 
held from 12:00 p.m. to 8:00 
p.m.:  Linda Christianson, Barb 
Blome, Marge Ilk, Gwen Kub-
ista, Joanne Nahlovsky, and 
Gerry Oswald.  Motion carried.  
(7 Aye/0 Nay)

Resolution Establishing Bal-
lot Board
Motion by Jenny Thurnau and 
seconded by Pam Hameister to 
approve a resolution establish-
ing a Ballot Board which con-
sists of the following persons:  
Nancy Clark, Kari Forystek, and 
Sharon Lea.  Motion carried.  (7 
Aye/0 Nay)

Cheer Club
Motion by Kelly Braaten and 
seconded by Jon Sunde to 
approve paying one coach an 
extra duty stipend for supervis-
ing at the events where the club 
is cheering.  The participants 
were asked to pay a fee of $10 
that was deposited into the 
Cheer Activity Account and they 
have filled out MSHSL paper-
work.  The reason for this is to 
see if there is an interest among 
the student body to have a 
cheerleading team in the future.  
Motion carried.  (7 Aye/0 Nay)

Hurricane Relief
Motion by Michelle Vigeland 
and seconded by Steve Ille to 
approve the High School Stu-
dent Council collecting money 
for hurricane relief.  Funds will 
be distributed to the Red Cross 
and Humane Society.  Motion 
carried.  (7 Aye/0 Nay)

VIII. ITEMS OF INFORMATION 
AND/OR DISCUSSION ONLY

Committee Reports	
A report update was given 
on the following committees:  
Building and Grounds/Facilities, 
Education Foundation, Negoti-
ations, Staff Development, and 
ZED.

Enrollment Data
Enrollment for the 2017-18 
school year as of September 
13, 2017, is 418 at the elementa-
ry school (grades K-6) and 310 
at the high school (grades 7-12) 
(300 attending BPHS and 10 
attending PSEO).  The PSEO 
number consists of 5 seniors 
and 5 juniors with attendance 
being full-time.

Dates to Note
The Board noted dates of im-
portance.  

IX. SUPERINTENDENT OR 
BOARD MEMBER ITEMS

Superintendent Olson will be 
out of the district from Septem-
ber 28th through October 2nd.

X. ADJOURNMENT

Motion by Jon Sunde and sec-
onded by Michelle Vigeland to 
adjourn the meeting at 8:15 p.m.  
Motion carried.  (7 Aye/0 Nay)

Tentatively, the next Regular 
School Board Work Session 
will be held on Thursday, 
October 12, 2017, at 6:00 a.m. 
in the Board Room at the 
High School.  Tentatively, 
the next regular meeting 
of the School Board will be 
Monday, October 16, 2017, at 
7:15 p.m. in the High School 
Media Center (Open Forum 
begins at 7:00 p.m.).
	
A complete copy of the offi-
cial minutes may be found in 
their entirety in the official 
minute book located in the 
superintendent’s office at the 
high school; however, they 
will not be available until ap-
proved by the School Board.

			 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Pam Hameister
Clerk of the School Board
Independent School District 
#756 
Blooming Prairie, Minneso-
ta	
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NOTICE NOTICE

NOTICE

NOTICE

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS 

OWNER - ISD #756 Blooming Prairie School District
	 202 4th Avenue NW 
	 Blooming Prairie, MN 55917
PROJECT - The work shall consist of an LED lighting upgrade 
for Blooming Prairie High  School (202 4th Avenue NW) and 
Blooming Prairie Elementary School (123 2nd Street NW).
TIME - Sealed bids will be received until 10:00 a.m. local time, 
on Wednesday November 15, 2017 in the District Office (202 
4th Avenue NW, Blooming Prairie, MN 55917).
MANDATORY PRE-BID WALK-THROUGH - Thursday, 
November 9th, 2017, 10:00 a.m. at ISD #756 Blooming Prairie 
Schools District Office. 
TIME OF COMPLETION 
Project Start Date: January 15, 2018
Final Completion: March 31, 2018
BID SUBMITTAL - All bids shall be addressed to ISD #756 
Blooming Prairie School District, Attn: Superintendent Barry 
Olson.  Bids shall be sealed and shall have the name and 
address of the bidder and the contract for which the bid is 
being submitted on the outside of the envelope.  “LED Project 
Bid” should also be written on the outside of the envelope.  All 
bidders shall bid in accordance with and upon the Bid Forms 
included in the contract documents.
PROCUREMENT OF CONTRACT DOCUMENTS - Copies of 
the contract documents will be distributed at the required pre-
bid walk-through.
BID SECURITY - No bid shall be received unless accompanied 
by a performance bond and payment bond equal to the amount 
of the bid. If the bid is accepted, the bidder will execute and file 
the contract, performance and payment bonds, and insurance 
certification, as required by the contract documents, within ten 
(10) days after the Notice of Award. 
BID REJECTION - The OWNER reserves the right to reject 
any and all bids, waive any informalities in bidding or to accept 
the bid or bids which best serves the interests of the Blooming 
Prairie School District.
WITHDRAWAL OF BIDS - No bid shall be withdrawn for a 
period of 45-days after the scheduled opening without the 
consent of the OWNER.
BID DOCUMENTS - Bid documents are available through 
Barry Olson at the District Office,  202 4th Avenue NW 
Blooming Prairie, MN 55917, and at bolson@blossoms.k12.
mn.us.

Published by the authority of ISD #756 Blooming Prairie School 
District

Barry Olson 
Superintendent 
ISD #756 Blooming Prairie Schools 		           10/31, 11/7

Proposed
City of Blooming Prairie

City Council Meeting Agenda
November 13, 2017

7:00 P.M.

Call to Order 
Pledge of Allegiance
Approval of Agenda
Approval of Minutes of October 
Regular City Council Meeting 
Financial Report 

Committee/Commission 
Reports
1. B.P. Public Utilities
2. E.D.A. Commission 
3. B.P. Planning & Zoning 
4. B.P. Fire Commission
5. B.P. Ambulance Commission
6. B.P. Police Commission

Business
1. Street Closing – Holiday 
Dazzle
2. Request for Exempt Gambling 
Permit – BP Cancer Group
3. Resolution to Designate 2018 
Polling Place
4. Police Officer Declaration 
Resolution
5. Certification of Assessments 
for Services
6. Pay Request No. 3 – Ulland 
Bros. Inc.
7. Hire Ice Rink Employees
8. Pay Request – Municipal Pipe 
Tool

City Administrator’s Report
1. EDA Purchase of Tax Forfeit-
ed Property
2. WWTP Job Applications
3. Compost Site Improvements

City Attorney’s Report
Council Members’ Reports
Adjourn
This Agenda is Subject to 
Change
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SCHOOL BOARD MEETING
INDEPENDENT SCHOOL 

DISTRICT #756
BLOOMING PRAIRIE, 
MINNESOTA  55917

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 
2017

HIGH SCHOOL 
MEDIA CENTER

PROPOSED TENTATIVE 
AGENDA

6:00 a.m. 	
Thursday, November 16, 2017	
Special School Board Meet-
ing held in conjunction with 
the  
			 
Regular School Board Work 
Session –High School Board 
Room
7:00 p.m.	
Monday, November 20, 2017	
Open Public Forum–High 
School Media Center

7:15 p.m.  	
Monday, November 20, 2017	
Regular School Board 
Meeting–High School Media 
Center

Any person may raise a ques-
tion to the School Board.  The 
Board will not act on any item 
presented to them, which is 
not on the agenda, until the 
following Board meeting.  Also, 
the Board would like persons to 
limit themselves to five minutes, 
with a maximum of 15 minutes 
per topic.  These limitations are 
needed for us to run a timely 
and orderly Board meeting.  
Persons are requested to 
identify themselves prior to 
speaking.

I. CALL TO ORDER – CHAIR-
PERSON

II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

A regular school board work 
session was held at 6:00 a.m. 
on Thursday, September 14, 
2017, in the Board Room at the 
High School.  

MEMBERS PRESENT:	
Steve Ille, Rodney Krell, Pam 
Hameister, Michelle Vigeland, 
Jenny Thurnau, Jon Sunde

MEMBERS ABSENT:	
Kelly Braaten
				  
ALSO PRESENT:	
Superintendent of Schools

DISCUSSION ITEMS:	
General review and discussion 
was held on agenda items for 
the September 18, 2017, regular 
school board meeting.

Respectfully Submitted, 
Pam Hameister	
Clerk of the School Board
Independent School District 
#756
Blooming Prairie, Minnesota 
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SPECIAL SCHOOL BOARD 
MEETING HELD IN 

CONJUNCTION WITH THE
REGULAR SCHOOL BOARD 

WORK SESSION
INDEPENDENT SCHOOL 

DISTRICT #756
BLOOMING PRAIRIE, 
MINNESOTA  55917

THURSDAY, 
NOVEMBER 16, 2017

BOARD ROOM AT 
THE HIGH SCHOOL

6:00 A.M.
PROPOSED TENTATIVE 
AGENDA

Any person may raise a ques-
tion to the School Board.  The 
Board will not act on any item 
presented to them, which is 
not on the agenda, until the 
following Board meeting.  Also, 
the Board would like persons to 
limit themselves to five minutes, 
with a maximum of 15 minutes 
per topic.  These limitations are 
needed for us to run a timely 
and orderly Board meeting.  
Persons are requested to identi-
fy themselves prior to speaking.

I.  CALL TO ORDER - CHAIR-
PERSON

II. ROLL CALL – CLERK     

III. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

IV. ITEMS ON WHICH BOARD 
ACTION IS REQUESTED
Canvass of November 16, 
2017, General/Special Election 
Results

V. ITEMS OF INFORMATION 
AND/OR DISCUSSION ONLY
	
VI. SUPERINTENDENT OR 
BOARD MEMBER ITEMS

VII. ADJOURNMENT

*Agenda may be subject to 
changes
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REGULAR SCHOOL BOARD 
WORK SESSION

BLOOMING PRAIRIE,
MINNESOTA

September 14, 2017

				  
III. ROLL CALL – CLERK     	
			                       
IV. APPROVAL OF AGENDA	
			 
V. ZED EXECUTIVE DIREC-
TOR’S REPORT     		
			 
VI. PRINCIPAL 
REPORTS	

VII. ITEMS ON WHICH BOARD 
ACTION IS REQUESTED

A. Consent Agenda		
Minutes				  
Bills				  
Treasurer’s Report     	
Resignations    
Donations			 
		     
B. Employment   
C. Health Insurance Bids 
D. Dental Insurance
E. SASS Contract       
F. LED Lighting Project 
G. Admission Fees to Athletic 
Events

VIII. ITEMS OF INFORMA-
TION AND/OR DISCUSSION 
ONLY	
	
A. Committee Reports	
B. Enrollment Data		
C. Dates to Note			 
				  
IX. SUPERINTENDENT OR 
BOARD MEMBER ITEMS

X. ADJOURNMENT

*Agenda may be subject to 
changes
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David Albrecht, current president 
of Owatonna Hospital, will take on 
another role beginning next month. 

Albrecht will add president of 
District One Hospital in Faribault 
to his duties starting Dec. 11. Both 
hospitals are part of Allina Health.

Stephen Pribyl, the current 
president, announced his 
retirement from District 
One Hospital in July 2017, 
effective Feb. 3, 2018. 

The District One 
and Owatonna Hospital 
board of directors, made 
up of local community 
members, and Allina 
Health leadership 

identified Albrecht as an accomplished 
leader to serve both hospitals. This 
earlier December date will allow for 
Albrecht to have an opportunity to 
guide goals and strategies for 2018, 
provide a smooth transition and 
leverage Pribyl in a consultative 
role through his retirement date in 
February.

During his tenure, Albrecht has 
successfully communicated a vision 
to the community; achieved results; 

maintained a positive organizational 
culture; and connected with 
employees, leaders, board members 
and medical staff. In addition, he 
has been an active leader in the 
community through United Way, 
Rotary, Owatonna Forward and 
Riverland College Foundation.

 Since joining Allina Health in 2015, 
District One Hospital has collaborated 
with Owatonna Hospital in a number 
of ways:

• �joint meetings between District 
One and Owatonna hospitals’ 
committees of the boards of 
directors

• �community outreach, through 
programs like Free Bikes 4 Kidz, 
Neighborhood Health Connection, 
Change to Chill and Health 
Powered Kids

• �Honoring Choices, a program 
to encourage advanced care 
planning

• �shared leadership and staff in 
several departments.

 With District One and Owatonna 
hospitals located 15 miles apart in 
Rice and Steele counties, Albrecht 
will share his time between the two 

locations. He will have visibility 
and relationships with both boards, 
medical staff, leadership teams and 
communities.

 Both hospitals will continue to 
have separate community boards 
of directors, operate under separate 
licenses and provide a full range of 
inpatient, outpatient and emergency 
care services—independently at both 
sites. District One and Owatonna 
hospitals are committed to providing 
exceptional health care to the 
communities they serve.

 Allina Health has invested $28 
million in numerous District One 
Hospital projects including a new 
Emergency Department, medical 
equipment, IT hardware and software. 
At Owatonna Hospital, in 2009, Allina 
Health invested $50 million in a new 
hospital, equipment and furnishings. 
Between the two hospitals, a number 
of renowned specialty services are 
offered to patients, including Virginia 
Piper Cancer Institute®, Courage 
Kenny Rehabilitation Institute™ and 
Penny George™ Institute for Health 
and Healing.

Albrecht

Hospital president to add 
another to his duties

Albrecht to take over District One in Faribault next month

Collection boxes for the 2017 Steele County Toys for Tots 
program are ready to be filled for the giving season. 

More than 80 participating businesses in Steele County have 
collection boxes at their business, school or church. Among those 
accepting toys will be the Steele County Times office in Blooming 
Prairie. Look for the collection boxes near the front door of many 
businesses and fill them with a new, unwrapped gift now through 
Dec. 12. 

The application deadline for Steele County Toys for Tots 
registration to qualify for a food card and toys is fast approaching. 
The deadline is Wednesday, Nov. 15. Parents/Guardians will be 
notified if their application is accepted and be able to select toys 
for children ages 0-15 on Dec. 14-16, at Trinity Lutheran Church in 
Owatonna.

For more information about Steele County Toys for Tots visit 
its website http://owatonna-mn. toysfortots.org or go to the Steele 
County Toys for Tots Facebook page for updates.

Toys for Tots kicks 
off in Steele County

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Drop boxes have appeared over the past week at many Steele County 
businesses for the annual Toys for Tots campaign. People can donate 
new, unwrapped gifts between now and Dec. 12.

 



Dodge County 
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Dodge County 
ADvantage

Steele County Times

3-WEEK SPECIAL: $32
BUY TWO WEEKS, GET THE THIRD FREE
UP TO 20 WORDS; 10¢ FOR EACH WORD AFTER

REACH OVER 17,000 IN 
OVER 12 COMMUNITIES

Classifieds
FOR SALE REAL ESTATE AUTO

To place an ad: Call: 507-583-4431, E-mail: bptimes@frontiernet.net, Mail: P.O. Box 247, Blooming Prairie, MN 55917

634-7503

Every Week in the
INDEPENDENT

D O D G E  C O U N T Y

Serving Your Buying 

and Selling Needs! 

BOBREMKER 
ex 

507-363-9275 Cell 
bremker@gmail.com 

AUTOMOBILES/
MOTORCYCLES WANTED

MOTORCYCLES: TOP CASH 
PAID! For Old Motorcycles! 
1900-1979. DEAD OR ALIVE! 
920-371-0494 (MCN) 

ADOPTION
PREGNANT? CONSIDERING 

ADOPTION? Call us first. Living 
expenses, housing, medical, 
and continued support after-
wards. Choose adoptive family 
of your choice. Call 24/7. 855-
390-6047 (Void in IL & IN) (MCN)

ANNOUNCEMENTS
GILBERT’S SALE YARD 

MACHINERY CONSIGNMENT 
SALE, NOV. 13, 9:00 A.M.. Ad-
verting Deadline Oct. 27,. No 
Small Items, Tires after Nov. 
3. CONSIGN TODAY, 641-398-
2218, Hwy 218, Floyd, IA, www.
gilbertsaleyard.com (MCN)

AUTOMOBILES/
DONATE YOUR CAR TO 

CHARITY. Receive maximum 
value of write off for your taxes. 
Running or not!  All conditions 
accepted. Free pickup. Call for 
details. 855-752-6680 (MCN)

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK 
OR BOAT TO HERITAGE FOR 
THE BLIND. Free 3 Day Vaca-
tion, Tax Deductible, Free Tow-
ing, All Paperwork Taken Care 
Of. 1-800-283-0205 (MCN)

CASH FOR CARS: We Buy 
Any Condition Vehicle, 2002 
and Newer. Competitive Offer! 
Nationwide FREE Pick Up! Call 
Now For a Free Quote! 888-
366-5659! (MCN)

CABLE/INTERNET
Spectrum Triple Play: TV, 

Internet & Voice for $29.99 ea. 
60 MB per second speed. No 
contract or commitment. We 
buy your existing contract up to 
$500! 1-800-919-3588 (MCN)

Exede satellite internet. 
Affordable, high speed broad-
band satellite internet anywhere 
in the U.S. Order now and save 
$100. Plans start at $39.99/
month. Call 1-800-712-9365 
(MCN)

Cut the Cable! CALL DI-
RECTV. Bundle & Save! Over 
145 Channels PLUS Genie HD-
DVR. $50/month for 2 Years 
(with AT&T Wireless.) Call for 
Other Great Offers! Call 1-800-
203-4378 (MCN)

SWITCH TO DIRECTV. From 
$50/Month, includes FREE Ge-
nie HD/DVR # 3 months HBO, 
SHOWTIME, CINEMAX, STARZ. 
Get a $50 Gift Card. Call 877-
894-5275 (MCN)

Change the way you watch 
TV - Get rid of cable and get 
DIRECTV!  You may also qualify 
to receive $100 VISA gift card 
when you sign up today  Lim-
ited time Only. CALL NOW! 844-
3591203 (MCN)

Stop paying too much for 
cable, and get DISH today. Call  
855-589-1962 to learn more 
about our special offers! (MCN)

SAVE on internet and TV 
bundles! Order the best exclu-
sive cable and satellite deals in 
your area! If eligible, get up to 
$300 in Visa Gift Cards. CALL 
NOW! 1-800-925-0146 (MCN)

DISH NETWORK. TV for 
Less, Not Less TV! FREE DVR. 
FREE Install (up to 6 rooms.) 
$49.99/mo. PLUS Hi-Speed 
Internet - $14.95/mo (where 
available.). Call 1-855-434-
0020 (MCN)

EMPLOYMENT/HELP WANTED
PAID IN ADVANCE! Make 

$1000 A Week Mailing Bro-
chures From Home! No Expe-
rience Required. Helping home 
workers since 2001! Genuine 
Opportunity. Start Immediately! 
www.WorkingOpp.com (MCN)

natev@viessmantrucking.
com. www.viessmantruck-
ing.com. “A Driver Friendly 
Company” (MCN)

MAKE $1,000 WEEKLY! Paid 
in advance! Mailing Brochures 
at Home! Easy pleasant work. 
Begin Immediately! Age unim-
portant! WWW.HomeBucks.US 

Earn $1,000’s Process-
ing Mail! Details: Rush SASE: 
LISTS/IA, Springhouse, PA 
19477-0396 (MCN)

NEW AUTHORS WANTED!  
Page Publishing will help you 
self-publish your own book. 
FREE author submission kit! 
Limited offer!  Why wait?  Call 
now: 855-623-8796 (MCN)

FINANCIAL
Are you in BIG trouble with 
the IRS? Stop wage & bank 
levies, liens & audits, unfiled tax 
returns, payroll issues, & resolve 
tax debt FAST. Call 888-606-
6673 (MCN)
STUDENT LOAN PAYMENTS 
got you down?  We can help 
reduce payments and get fi-
nances under control, call: 866-
871-1626 (MCN)
Over $10K in debt? Be debt 
free in 24-48 months. Pay a 
fraction of what you owe.  A+ 
BBB rated. Call National Debt 
Relief 855-995-1557. (MCN)

FOR SALE
Trailer Sale! Cussion tilt 

Scissor lift trailers, Close-Out 
on Fuel tank trailers; 2017 6X12 
V-nose ramp door $2,775.00:  
Dump Trailers; Skidloader trail-
ers, 4-place snowmobile trail-
ers, New ST205/75D15 on mod 
wheel $65.00; Trailer Parts & 
Repairs. 515-972- 4554. www.
FortDodgeTrailerWorld.com 
(MCN)

HEALTH & MEDICAL
LIVING WITH KNEE OR 

BACK PAIN?  Medicare recip-
ients may qualify to receive a 
pain relieving brace at little or 
no cost. Call now! 844-668-
4578 (MCN)

Stop OVERPAYING for your 
prescriptions! SAVE! Call our 
licensed Canadian and Interna-
tional pharmacy, compare pric-
es and get $25.00 OFF your first 
prescription! CALL 1-800-263-
4059 Promo Code CDC201625 
(MCN)

OXYGEN - Anytime. Any-
where. No tanks to refill. No 
deliveries. The  All-New Inogen 
One G4 is only 2.8 pounds! FAA 
approved! FREE info kit: 844-
852-7448 (MCN)

Got Knee Pain? Back Pain? 
Shoulder Pain? Get a pain-re-
lieving brace at little or NO cost 
to you. Medicare Patients Call 
Health Hotline Now! 1- 800-
604-2613 (MCN)

ATTENTION: VIAGRA AND 
CIALIS USERS! A cheaper alter-
native to high drugstore prices! 
50 Pill Special - $99 FREE Ship-
ping! 100 Percent Guaranteed. 
CALL NOW: 1-800-795-9687 
(MCN)

OXYGEN - Anytime. Any-
where. No tanks to refill. No 
deliveries. The All-New Inogen 
One G4 is only 2.8 pounds! FAA 
approved! FREE info kit: 855-
995-5653 (MCN) 
VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for 
$99. 100 pills for $150 FREE 
shipping. Money back guaran-
teed! 1-800-496-3171 (MCN)
CASH PAID for unexpired, 
sealed DIABETIC TEST 
STRIPS! 1 DAY PAYMENT & 
PREPAID shipping. HIGHEST 
PRICES! Call 1-888-389-0695. 
www.cash4diabeticsupplies.
com (MCN)

HOME IMPROVEMENT
ALL THINGS BASEMENTY! 

Basement Systems Inc. Call us 
for all of your basement needs! 
Waterproofing, Finishing, Struc-
tural Repairs, Humidity and 
Mold Control. FREE ESTIMATES! 
Call 1-800-640-8195 (MCN)

SAVE THOUSANDS ON 
SURPRISE COSTLY HOME 
REPAIRS!! With Nations Home 

Warranty we pay 100% of cov-
ered Home repairs! CALL FOR A 
FREE QUOTE TODAY!! 888-925-
8106 (MCN)

Leaky Faucet? Broken toi-
let?Call NOW and get the best 
deals with your local plumbers. 
No hassle appointment set-
up. Call NOW! 866-865-1875 
(MCN)

Got Mold- or think you might 
have it? Mold can be hazardous 
to you and your family’s health! 
Get rid of it now! Call our ex-
perts and get a quote today! 
855-398-7133(MCN)

Water Damage? Dealing 
with water damage requires 
immediate action. Local profes-
sionals that respond immedi-
ately Nationwide and 24/7. No 
mold calls. Call today! 1-877-
417-5824 (MCN)

MISCELLANEOUS
A PLACE FOR MOM. The na-

tion’s largest senior living refer-
ral service. Contact our trusted, 
local experts today! Our service 
is FREE/no obligation. CALL 
1-800-442-5148 (MCN)

Moving out of state?  Best 
Interstate Moving and Storage 
offers a FREE Quote and A Price 
Plus Promise. Call 855-428-
6241 Now! (MCN)

Paying too much for car in-
surance? Not sure? Want better 
coverage? Call now for a free 
quote and learn more today! 
855-417-7382 (MCN)

Disabled? Unable to Work? 
Get up to $2,600 per month in 
Social Security Disability Ben-
efits! You may qualify. Call now 
to find out? 1-877-417-5828 
(MCN)

PERSONALS
MEET SINGLES RIGHT 

NOW!  No paid operators, just 
real people like you.  Browse 
greetings, exchange messages 
and connect live.  Try it free.  
Call now: 800-357-4970 (MCN)

Wanna flirt and have some 
fun? Livelinks in the best chat-
line for meeting real singles 
who know how to have a good 
time! Call Livelinks and make a 
real connection. 866-910-1044 
(MCN) 

www.MyLastFirstKiss.com 
Dating website. Free registra-
tion and viewing.  Full access 
for 1 month, then $1/month to 
communicate with members. 
My Last First Kiss. (MCN)

WANTED TO BUY
Want to purchase minerals 

and other oil/gas interests. Send 
details to: P.O. Box 13557, Den-
ver CO 80201(MCN)

MFCP Classifieds

$500 Hire Bonus! 
Immediate openings for Direct Care Staff 
for 4 bed group home in West Concord.  

▶PT AM, PT PM and Float positions available.  
▶Must have current MN drivers lilcense and 

pass background check.  
▶Paid training provided! 
▶AM’s/Floats:  $10.00 – $10.50
▶PM’s:  $11.00 - $11.50

CALL HEIDI OR KARLA AT 507-527-2456 
OR APPLY AT 205 SOUTHVIEW STREET, 

WEST CONCORD.  
“EOE”

Cleary Building Corp.

MINI STORAGE
New Building

Large Units Now Available

10 x 24....$70.00/month

Weekday hours:

8-12:00 & 1-5 p.m.
Saturday hours:

8-12:00

Excellent Location
At Cleary Building Corp.

702 7th St. Circle SE
Kasson, MN

(507)634-6640

ELLENDALE MUNICIPAL
LIQUOR STORE 

HIRING
Part-time Bartender. 

Must be available nights and weekends. 

Starting Pay is $12.00 per hour

Full job description and application can be 
obtained at Municipal Liquor Store

ELLENDALE MUNICIPAL
LIQUOR STORE 

HIRING
Part-time Cook. 

Must be available nights and weekends. 

Starting Pay is $11.20 per hour

Full job description and application can be 
obtained at Municipal Liquor Store
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Fourth Avenue Homes, Inc. (FAHI)

Rochester and Mantorville Locations
We are dedicated to delivering quality care and services within 

our homes. This is where you can come in to help make a 
difference in someone’s life while enjoying the work you do.

FAHI is seeking applicants for part-time positions. 
Positions require every other weekend. EOE

Please apply online at 
www.divinehouse.org/fourth-ave/ 

then click on the orange 
“Employment” box

For additional information call 
Mindy (320) (507)429-8962046

Mantorville Locations 
We are dedicated to delivering quality care and services within 

our homes. This is where you can come in to help make a  
difference in someone’s life while enjoying the work you do. 

FAHI is seeking applicant for a Program Coordinator position.  
Program coordinator will be responsible to oversee  

the day to day activities of the house. EOE

Fourth Avenue Homes, Inc. (FAHI)

Rochester and Mantorville Locations
We are dedicated to delivering quality care and services within 

our homes. This is where you can come in to help make a 
difference in someone’s life while enjoying the work you do.

FAHI is seeking applicants for part-time positions. 
Positions require every other weekend. EOE

Please apply online at 
www.divinehouse.org/fourth-ave/ 

then click on the orange 
“Employment” box

For additional information call 
Mindy (320) (507)429-8962

                                     Week of November 5, 2017             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

RAILROAD 
VEGETATION CONTROL:

Full-time traveling opportunity starting 
in January 2018, 60-80 hours/week, $13-
$15/hour starting, meal allowance, paid 
lodging, health/dental, 401(k) & Paid 
time off. RAW, Inc. in Cooperstown, ND. 
888/700.0292 info@rawapplicators.com
w w w . r a w a p p l i c a t o r s . c o m

VENDING ROUTES FOR SALE: 
Great cash income! Locations 
provided. Complete turnkey opera-
tion, plus helps support breast cancer 
research. Full details, call 866/668-6629 
Website: www.vendingforhope.com

LOSING SOYBEAN YIELD 
to white mold? New EPA registered 
seed treatment available. Ask for Heads 
Up® seed treatment. Call 866/368-9306 
or view data at www.headsupst.com

SAWMILLS 
from only $4,397.00 Make & save 
money with your own bandmill. Cut 
lumber any dimension. In stock, ready 
to ship! Free Info/DVD: 800/578-1363 
Ext.300N www.NorwoodSawmills.com 

A PLACE FOR MOM 
The nation’s largest senior living 
referral service. Contact our trusted, 
local experts today! Our service is 
free/no obligation. Call 844/347-2104 

DONATE YOUR CAR 
truck or boat to Heritage For The 
Blind. Free 3-day vacation, tax 
deductible, free towing, all paper-
work taken care of 800/439-1735

STOP OVERPAYING 
FOR YOUR PRESCRIPTIONS! 

Save! Call our licensed Canadian & Inter-
national pharmacy, compare prices & get 
$25.00 OFF your fi rst prescription! Call 
877/210-2257 Promo Code: CDC201725

DISH NETWORK 
190+ channels. Free install. Free hop-
per HD-DVR. $49.99/month (24 mos.) 
Add high speed internet - $14.95 (where 
avail.) Call today & save 25%! 855/562-4309

GOT KNEE PAIN? 
Back Pain? Shoulder Pain? Get a 
pain-relieving brace - little or no 
cost to you. Medicare patients call 
health hotline now! 800/755-6807

MISCELLANEOUSEMPLOYMENT

VENDING MACHINES

FEED/SEEDS/GRAINS

MISCELLANEOUS

Advertise here statewide in 260+ 
newspapers for only $279 per week! 

Call 800-279-2979

FOR SALE
If you or a loved one have 
taken Xarelto and suffered 
any serious side effects, call 
507-573-4430 to speak with 
a lawyer. You may be entitled 
to compensation.  tfc
GRAB AND GO BOKAYS for 
$9.99. Free Delivery, in town, 
Owatonna. Call for delivery 
507-451-7673. cedarfloralde-
signstudio.com email: cedar-
floral.com The right arrange-
ment for all occasions.  1tfc
Honeycrisp apples: #2 Hon-
eycrisp 1/2 bushel $10.00; 
#1 Honeycrisp 1/2 bush-
el $16.00; #1 Honeycrisp 1 
bushel $35.00; #1 Honey-
crisp $1.50/lb.; other variet-
ies available $1.00 lb. Witzel 
Farm and Garden, 65035 
250th Ave., Kasson. 634-
4224. 45-46c;47nc
2012 Artic Cat XF 1100 Lim-
ited edition snow pro, color 
white/orange/black, custom 
bumper, windshield bag, 
tunnel bag, 2873 miles, 
new sport cover. Like new 
$5,500.00. Serious buyers 
only: 507-273-4361.  44tfc

WANTED
Crop land to rent. Paul & 
David Stanton Farms are 
looking to expand existing 
corn and soybean operation 
in Hayfield and surround-
ing area. Call Paul Stan-
ton at 507-951-0914 or Da-
vid Stanton 507-951-0915. 
  46tfc
Crop land to rent, sharecrop, 
or custom farm. Shamrock 
Farms: call Tim at 507-259-
1169. 47tfc

FOR RENT
1 bdrm apt., NS/NP, avail. 
Nov. 1st $600.00 mo. plus 
deposit. Call Sally @ 507-
273-9244.  44tfc
Apartments for rent, 1, 2 & 
3 BR, gas & elec. Included. 
507-273-7386.  44tfc
Hayfield, 1 BR apt, laundry 
on-site, off street parking, 
heat included, must be 62+ 
or handicapped/disabled, 
rent based on income, Equal 
Housing Opportunity, Call 
507-477-2316  42tfc 
KASSON, 1 BR apt, laundry 
on-site, off street parking, 
heat included, must be 62+ 
or handicapped/disabled, 
rent based on income, equal 
housing opportunity, call 507-
634-4188.  42tfc
Hayfield- For Rent- Great 
Western apartments. 1 & 
3 bedroom apartments in-
cludes; all utilities, laundry 
on site, available immedi-
ately. Call (507)796-0152 or 
(701)330-9788.  46,47,48p
IMMEDIATE OPENINGS! 
1bd smoke free apt in Bloom-
ing Prairie for 62+ or disabled 
persons. 2nd floor units, rent 
based on income & ALL util-
ities included! 507-438-7935 
or 507-451-8524 www.
lifestyleinc.net tdd 507-451-
0704. Equal Housing Oppor-
tunity.  47-48c;49nc
IMMEDIATE OPENINGS! 1bd 
smoke free apt in Kasson for 
62+ disabled persons. Pets  
allowed with $300 depos-
it. Month to month leases & 
deposit payment plans/ 507-
398-6027 or 507-451-8524 
www.lifestyleinc.net tdd 507-
451-0704 Equal Housing Op-
portunity.  47-48p; 49nc, 50c

EMPLOYMENT
Help Wanted: Looking for 
person for morning milking- 
Mon.-Fri. Call (507) 634-
4308.  47,48 & 49p

SERVICES
HAMM’S WELDING - All 
types, aluminum, stainless 
steel, cast iron, fabrication 
work and repairs. HAMM’S 
WELDING, 528-2524, rural 
Claremont.  9tfc
Dodge County Printing, wed-
ding invitations, bumper 
stick ers, graduation invita-
tions, pens, can holders, 
letter heads, envelopes, 
business cards, carbon-less 
forms, computer stationery. 
Ask about other items avail-
able, 507-634-2661.  33tfp
Have you taken lnvokana and 
suffered any serious side ef-
fects? Call 507-573-4551 to 
speak with a lawyer. You may 
be entitled to compensation.  
 tfc

STUDENT EMPLOYMENT
Caleb’s Pet Sitting, Cats & 
Dogs, please call me at 507- 
634 -7907.  33tfc

GARAGE SALE
HUGE 50% OFF SALE  on 
all LP records, cd’s, music 
books, DVD’s, and video 
games! Held Wed. Nov. 8 - 
Sat. Nov. 11; Noon-5 p.m.! At 
Dano’s Consignment Store 
32 East Main St. Dodge Cen-
ter.  47p

Classifieds 
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Blooming Prairie Veterans
This list is provided by American Legion and may not be a complete list.

Dale Anderson
Kenneth Anderson

Allen Anderson
Merle Anderson

Donald Anderson
William Angell
Donald Bakke
Jesse Banton

Tim Bass
Quinn Berdan

Brian Berg
Ernie Betlach
Michael Bibus

Kurt Blome
Tom Blome
Tim Boever

Clarence Boyd
Calvin Boyd

Steven Boysen
Robert Braaten
Sam Brewington

Luke Broulik
Harlan Buck

Galen Bungum
Joel Burr

Marvin Camerer
Don Carlson

Edward Christenson
Kenneth Christenson
Richard Christenson
Curtis Christianson

Charles Coughlin
Darrell Cowden

Chip Decker
Ray Delgado
Dustin Doocy

Darrell Erickson
Kenneth Esplan

Lawrence Esplan
Major Brad Evans

Lerald Farrow
Jeffrey Fisher
Lee Folkens

Dean Froman
Steve Garness

Harold Garwood
Cletus Glynn

Don Glynn
George Goodew

David Goodnature
Brandon Gross
Carl Haflinger
Gary Hansen

James B. Hansen
Marlo Hansen

Burnell Hanson
Nick Hanson

Wayne Harvey
John Heimerman

Maylon Heinz
Gary Hershley

Richard Hierlmaier

Sterling Himle
Harland Hinzman
William Holden
Mike Hoffman
Dan Holland
Keith Holman

Brian Hoveland
Richard Hoveland

Craig Huinker
Philip Iacovino
Donald Iverson

Ron Janning
Jon Jelinek
Tom Jelinek

Kenneth Jensen
James W. Johns
Douglas Johnson
Maynard Johnson

Paul Johnson
Roger A. Johnson

Michael Jones
Robert Juhnke
Eugene Kaplan
Richard Kelly

Patrick Kennedy
James Kittelson
James Klecker
Burton Knutson
Larry Knutson

Mike Kollar
Scott Krampitz

Nick Kreckelberg
Glenn Kruckeberg

Andrew Kubista
Bruce Kubicek

Ian Kubista
Harold Lassahn
Terry Lindquist
Jerome Loew
Karl Luiken
Del Martin

Bob McAllen
Merle McNutt
Gerald Mikel
Doug Miner

Peter Molland
Frank Moon
Alan Morton

Michael Musegades
Eugene Myre

Anthony Nelson
Luke Nelson
Holli Naatz

Dwayne Nelson
Jerome Nelson

Paul Nelson
Peter Nelson

Ronald Nelson
Charles Nicholson

John Noble
John Dean Olson

Roy Olson

Darwin Peterson
Donald N. Peterson

Galen Peterson
Harland Peterson
Robert Prokopec
James Prokopec

Joe Prokopec
George Ressler

Dave Riess
Larry Rowe

Stanley Rudsenke
Michael Ryan

Ken Ryks
Robert Salinas, Jr.

Ken Schaub
Bryce Schlicter
Jaclyn Schlicter

Richard Schwartz
Noel Severson

Jack Shaw
Eric Shoden

Ron Skou
David Stahl

Paul Stender
Arron Stoen

Roger Syverud
Buddy Thompson

Muriel Thompson, Sr.
LeRoy Thoreson

Gary Thorson
Bruce Tiegen

Dale Tollefson
Gaylord Tollefson

Kenneth Trom
Michael Underwood
WIlliam Underwood

Robert Vaith
Leonard Valek

Tim Van Ravenhorst
Kenneth Vermilyea

Jonathan Vogt
Joe Wacek

Carl Wagaman
 Scott Wagaman
Chuck Wagner

Thomas Walerak
Tom Walters
John Welch
Steve Wencl
John Whiting
Walley Wilke

Charles Williams
Jack Williamson
Frank Williamson

Kenneth Winzenburg
Ralph Witzel

Bob Wolf
Jason Wolff

This special section is sponsored by the following businesses:

157 Hwy Ave N,  
Blooming Prairie

507-583-6641

Thank You  
Veterans

Blooming Prairie

We Appreciate 
our Veterans

FLOOR TECH

Tim Wacek • 583-2276 • 322 E. Main, Blooming Prairie
Derek Reichl • 552-1637 • 2201 E. Main St., Albert Lea

Your source for all your flooring needs
We Salute You,  

VeteranS!

583-7528 • 314 East Main St., Blooming Prairie

We understand small business 
because we are a small business.

Rod & Tess Koster, Owners
507-583-2018

Hwy. 218 • Blooming Prairie
www.kostercarkorner.com

ALL VEHICLES UNDER BOOKDedicated to Bryce & Jaclyn Schlichter & Vern Barry

(507) 583-4434
220 3rd St. NW,  Blooming Prairie

“Quality Care with a 
Small Town Touch”

Servicemen’s Club
Thank You   

“Your meeting  
and Banquet Facility”

507-583-7884

Veterans for your service.

418 Highway Ave S  •  Blooming Prairie, MN
507-583-7561  •  www.worlein.com

Best Wishes 

to the Graduating 

Class of 2016!

Funeral
Homes

Thanks to all of our
     Veterans!

Hwy 218 S.  •  Blooming Prairie
507-583-2712

www.minersoutdoor.com

SALUTING WORLD WAR II VETERANS
We want to thank the known 
living veterans of World War 
II from the Blooming Prairie 

area for their incredible 
courage and dedication.

On Veteran’s Day 2017, we want to give special recognition to the brave men and women of our Armed Forces for their past 
and continued service to our country. Their courage, dedication and patriotism make us proud to be Americans. Thanks for 
defending our freedom and our ideals.

“ 

Express Pressure Washers Inc. 
15880 74th Ave. SE, Blooming Prairie, MN 55917 

Check out our website! www.expresspressurewashers.com 

 

Monday-Friday 8 to 5 Saturday 8:30 to Noon 

507-583-2703 
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