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The top sellers in the NRHEG elementary fundraiser sale recieved pizza and a limo ride to celebrate. The second and third grade riders included: Dominic 
Olson, Gabby Schlaak, Shan Hansen, Savannah Farr, Madaline Schlaak, Gracie Possin, Brynn Routh, Katie Olson, Jozie Klimmik, Ezekiel Morrison, 
Maddison Bogue, Kayden Warke, Meela Budoch, Samantha Possin.

BY EMILY SCHOENBECK 
County Staff riter

Ellendale students ride in style

County comissioners set 
budget and levy for 2017

1B......... Holiday 
Greetings

Car fire death results in felonies
By RICK BUSSLER 

Publisher

The county commissioners convened for their last 
board meeting of the year. This also marked the last meet-
ing for commissioners Mark Schultz, Nina Huntington, 
and Corky Ebeling.

The big-ticket item on the agenda for the meeting was 
the approval of the county budget and tax levies for 2017, 
but before the debate and hearing on those commenced, 
the council moved through several smaller pieces of busi-
ness.

Having been recommended to do so by different com-
mittees, the council, without further debate, approved the 
hiring of a financial analyst, an arena and park recreation 
maintenance position, a human resources position, an 
assistant director position for probation services, a case 
manager for public health nursing, and an increase in 
hours for juvenile and adult probation officers

A resolution set commissioners’ salaries for 2017 at 
$21,886 and per diem payments at $70, the same as the 
previous five years

County treasurer Cathy Piepho gave the 2017 Budget 
and Tax Levy Presentation prior to the public hearing.

Around Thanksgiving, Steele county residents received 
an estimation of their county taxes. The final budget and 
levy must be approved by December 25, 2016.

There are several goals of the 2017 budget. It contin-
ues a sustained increase in service demand. In the last few 
years, both the number of citizens and expectations of ser-

vices have increased.
It responds to state mandated services, where no match-

ing funding has been given. These are times when the leg-
islature passes a law requiring the county to take an action 
or provide a service but does not provide the funds for the 
action or service.

In the area of public safety, it shifts funds to focus more 
on crime prevention.

The main cost drivers of the 2017 budget are healthcare 
costs increasing by 12.5 percent, a three percent cost of 
living adjustment (COLA), and an increase in Full-time 
employees (FTE’s) to meet service demands.

The total expenditure for the 2017 budget is $58,362,370. 
The total 2016 budget expenditure was $49,929,947. The 
difference is $8,432,423, or a 16.9 percent increase.

Part of the difference is the county’s capital improve-
ment plan, which they won’t know the full extent of until 
the new county board votes on it in 2017.

The higher expenditure is followed accordingly by a 
higher tax levy. Public safety is the biggest division that 
uses the tax levy at 41 percent of the levy. That includes 
the sheriff’s department, correctional facilities, emergen-
cy management, etc.

The next largest is community services at 24 percent. 
The current levy is equal to $1.72 a day per resident for 
county services.

Anyone interested in a further breakdown of the budget 

BUDGET
Continued on page 6A

For nearly two months it became 
suspicious as to how a man ended 
up being burned to death in a vehicle 
outside of Owatonna. And now pros-
ecutors and investigators believe they 
have unraveled the mystery.

What started as an afternoon of ex-
cessive drinking ended with Herman 

Hernandez, 64, of Albert Lea being 
killed in the vehicle fire in a soybean 
field along 52nd Avenue Northwest. 
Prosecutors are holding another Al-
bert Lea man responsible for Hernan-
dez’s tragic death.

The Steele County Attorney’s Of-
fice has charged Peter Anthony Esco-
bar, 24, with felony counts of second-
degree manslaughter and criminal 
vehicular homicide in connection 

with the case. Prosecutors allege Es-
cobar was drunk at the time he drove 
the vehicle into the soybean field be-
fore it went up in flames, leaving Her-
nandez to die in the passenger’s seat.

The manslaughter charge alleges 
Escobar caused the death of another 
by creating “an unreasonable risk, 
and consciously took chances of 
causing death to another.” The crimi-
nal vehicular homicide charge specif-

ically points to Escobar being under 
the influence of alcohol.

Escobar has been charged via com-
plaint summons and ordered to ap-
pear in court on Dec. 29 at 8:30 a.m. 
in Steele County. He is not in custody.

He faces 10 years in prison and a 
$20,000 fine on both felony counts. 

FIRE
Continued on page 1A

A local entrepreneur who has made 
a name for himself nationally with 
truck fenders is now expanding into 
the aviation industry.

Craig Kruckeberg, owner of 
Kruckeberg Industries and Minimizer, 
all based in Blooming Prairie, has en-
tered into a management agreement 
with Stinar Corporation. The St. Paul 
based company is a supplier of ground 
support equipment for the aviation in-
dustry. 

For more than 70 years, Stinar has 
been a global industry leader supply-
ing quality products to both commer-
cial and governmental agencies. Pri-
mary customers include most major 
airlines and airport service companies 
throughout the world as well as the 
U.S. Air Force and U.S. Navy.

“The Kruckeberg team is pleased 
to have the opportunity to work with 
Stinar to move the company forward,” 
said Kruckeberg. 

Under the management agreement, 
Kruckeberg Industries will provide 
management and oversight services 
of Stinar’s day-to-day operations. This 
represents the first phase of coopera-
tion leading to an eventual acquisition 
of Stinar, according to Kruckeberg.

The initial Stinar management team 
will include Jim Richards and Chris-
topher Thorpe of Kruckeberg Indus-
tries. Richards will serve as general 
manager while Thorpe will be CFO. 
Robert Harvey and Robert Gregor of 
Stinar will continue as CEO and vice 
president of sales and marketing re-
spectively.

By RICK BUSSLER 
Publisher

Kruckeberg taps 
aviation industry

AVIATION
Continued on page 6A

Cold weekend freezes Steele
Staff photo by Mark DeLap

Temperatures plummeted into the negative 20’s this weekend across 
Steele County. Travel was ill advised and residents were encouraged to 
stay at home and indoors. In the coming week, the temperature will do 
a 40-degree about-face and settle in the 20’s. Residents should expect 
more snow with the warmer temperature.

3A
Huskies win



Over this past year we have 
been digging into the on-going 
battle against impaired driv-
ing with stories, columns and 
editorials about the devastating 
effects having one too many 
can have on our society.

We had hoped to get through 
the year without an alcohol-related 
driving death in Steele County. 
But it appears our luck has run out. 

Once again we’re sadly 
reminded of the horrible ramifi-
cations of drunken driving just 
as we have been so many times 
in the past. A grisly case out of 
Steele County appears to have 
claimed yet another life at the 
hands of a suspected drunk driver.

In October, we reported on a car 
fire west of Owatonna. After fire-
fighters extinguished the flames 
and the smoke cleared, authori-
ties found the charred remains 
of a man in the passenger’s seat. 
Investigators immediately began 
piecing together what happened. 

Though not many details had 
been released initially, last week’s 
criminal complaint against the 
suspected driver of that vehicle, 
who fled before emergency work-

ers arrived at the scene, sheds 
some details on what took place 
in the hours leading up to the fire.

Peter Anthony Escobar, 24, has 
been charged in Steele County 
with felony counts of manslaugh-
ter and criminal vehicular homi-
cide. Authorities allege he was 
drunk when he ditched his vehicle 
into a soybean field and left his 
passenger, Herman Hernandez, 
64, inside the vehicle to die. 

In the charging document, 
Escobar told authorities he had 
been drinking all afternoon at 
a watering hole in Albert Lea. 
He then took off for Owatonna 
with another bar patron and 
somehow they ended up in the 
middle of a soybean field next to 
a drainage ditch. Escobar took 
off as the vehicle started on fire 
with Hernandez still inside.

As is the case with most DWI 
deaths, this particular incident is a 
tragedy that was totally prevent-
able and did not need to happen. It 
just sickens me that we have lost 
another life to what appears to be 
someone’s reprehensible actions. 

The Hernandez family is 
now left grieving this holiday 
season the death of a loved 
one that should not have hap-
pened.  They’re not alone. Each 
year about one-fourth of the 
fatalities on our roadways are 
attributed to drunk driving. 

The carnage needs to stop and 
you could be on the front lines 
of helping make that happen just 
by taking some simple actions. 

With the holidays upon us, 
I hope this case will serve as a 
stark reminder for all of us to not 
jump behind the wheel of any 
vehicle after drinking exces-
sive amounts of alcohol. Drunk 
driving should never be tolerated 
or condoned. As a society, each 
one of us has an obligation to 
make sure nobody hops into a 
vehicle to operate after drinking. 

The days of wink-wink when 
someone has had too much to 
drink and gets behind the wheel 
are long over. We need to do the 
right thing and prevent that person 
from driving. We all need to be 
responsible hosts by taking away 
the keys and providing sober 
cabs or giving the tipsy person 
a place to crash for the night. If 
you get on the road and suspect 
another driver may be intoxicated, 
call 911 to report the activities 
so an officer can check it out. 

Drunk driving is one of 
the greatest dangers to the 
safety of the public. 

Be responsible. And go 
in hot pursuit of not letting 
your holiday celebrations—or 
any gathering any time of 
the year—end in tragedy. 
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Our view

Driving down Highway 14 in southeastern 
Minnesota can be a challenge.  

Especially this time of year. The wind is in 
such a hurry to get through the vortex that 
we’ve temporarily borrowed from Midwest 
vortex, polishing the ice as it goes. The deer 
evidently are also in a hurry, skating across 
the highway with great flair and realizing the 
reality that hooves were not made for hockey. 

Drivers are caught up in the rush of the holi-
day season and giving way to making that 
Christmas song more personal. As in, “shop-
pers rush home with their treasures.”

And here we are as in olden days, Christ-
mas less than a week away, the Christmas 
list is still raging and it’s down to eliminating 
the things you know you “can’t” get done. If 
you are a female, you live in fear of the possi-
bility of receiving a Christmas gift that comes 
with a cord. If you are a male, you wonder 
how hideous the tie and shirt combination will 
be this year.

You are long past opening those credit 
card statements because you don’t want to 
lose the victory and your cheery demeanor. 
Gas has gone up because, evidently OPEC 
doesn’t celebrate Christmas, but has found 
greed to be the reason for the season.

And in the rush of all that tries to steal our 
joy this season, what to a wondering eye 
should appear, but a steel factory to the north 
side of Highway 14 that proudly proclaims 
the reason for this season. A business who 
is unafraid to proclaim the holiday and how it 
all stated.

A forty-foot Nativity scene, lit for all to see 
and boldly daring anyone to challenge not 
only their right to free speech, but open wor-
ship and tidings of great joy. A savior came 
into a world that had no room for Him and 
wanted no part of Him, and yet He came.

That star over that southeastern Minnesota 
business is shining bright on this day and it 
reminded all of us driving by that perhaps we 
need to at least take a moment and remem-
ber. A moment to just breathe. A moment to 
just follow the stars that appear from time to 
time in our lives.

We don’t search for the stars. They natu-
rally come out when our lives are the darkest. 
This year, a steel factory made a difference 
in so many that drive the Highway 14 cor-
ridor. The proclamation lit up the night sky as 
a star. We would do well to follow that mes-
sage to a place of peace this year. 

Take the time to sip that hot chocolate a 
little bit slower. Hug someone you love a little 
longer. Offer gifts of hope to the hopeless 
and joy to the downtrodden. Enjoy your mo-
ments this year rather than rushing to “get it 
over with.”

Make a difference in someone’s life. And 
when you do, there is an evidence that, just 
as those men of wisdom in an ancient world, 
you’ve learned how to follow a star. This year, 
hitch your wagon to a star and enjoy the ride. 

From all of us at Bussler Publishing,
we wish you a merry Christmas
and joy in your journey
this holiday season.
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A grisly reminder of 
suspected drunk driving 
touches close to home

He has also been charged with 
misdemeanor DWI. 

Sheriff’s deputies responded 
to the area of the 2600 block of 
52nd Avenue Northwest around 
6:15 p.m. Oct. 23 where they 
found a vehicle engulfed in 
flames on the edge of a harvest-
ed soybean field surrounded by 
tall grass near a drainage ditch. 

After the fire department 
extinguished the blaze, depu-
ties saw what appeared to be a 
burned human body in the front 
passenger seat. 

While investigators began 
processing the scene, dispatch 
received a call from a resident 
in the area advising a man was 
knocking at the door looking for 
directions. Deputies responded 
and found Escobar, who ap-
peared to be intoxicated and did 

not know where his vehicle was. 
Investigators brought Escobar 

to the Law Enforcement Center 
where he admitted to drinking 
at the Nasty Habit Bar in Albert 
Lea beginning around 12:30 
p.m. to watch the Vikings game. 
He stated the bar offered free 
shots for every time the Vikings 
scored a touchdown. 

During interviews with inves-
tigators, Escobar provided con-
flicting stories about his where-
abouts and who was with him 
after he left the bar. He eventu-
ally admitted that Hernandez 
had been drinking at the bar with 
him and they left together to go 
to Owatonna.

According to court docu-
ments, Escobar admitted to 
drinking a pitcher of beer, the 
shots and having a liter bottle of 

Gin in the vehicle that “he and 
Hernandez were taking turns 
drinking from during the drive 
to Owatonna.” Escobar also told 
authorities that he blacks out 
when he drinks and that he did 
not recall where he left his car 
or what happened to Hernandez.

Investigators with the State 
Fire Marshall’s Office deter-
mined the vehicle likely re-
mained running after it stopped 
traveling through the soybean 
field. The complaint said com-
bustible material being packed 
under the vehicle while it trav-
eled through the tall grass and 
the heat factor of a still running 
vehicle would be the ignition 
factor and dryer grass would be 
the first material ignited.

On the day after the fire, Esco-
bar told his insurance company 

that the brakes went out and he 
lost control of the vehicle before 
running off the road, the com-
plaint said. He also told the in-
surance company that “his friend 
was found dead in the car.”

A witness later came forward 
to the sheriff’s office reporting 
that he had seen a man match-
ing Escobar’s description near 
the area where the car burned. 
The witness said the man was 
sprinting through the field and at 
one point fell face down before 
struggling to get back up. 

The witness also told investi-
gators he saw black smoke com-
ing from the area where he saw 
the man running at about the 
same time the fire was reported.

Autopsy reports showed Her-
nandez died from smoke inhala-
tion and thermal injuries.

Driver consumed large quanity of alcohol
FIRE: from page 1A
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Westfield prevails

Staff photo by Josh Zimmer

Owatonna hockey has many bright spots this year, including Carter Broton (5).  The Owatonna 
Huskies defeated the Austin Packers last Thursday 4-2.

Huskies down Packers
Submitted photo by Tammy Larson

The lady Blossoms had an up and down week as they defeated the USC Rebels and then fell hard 
to Austin’s Lyle-Pacelli in second half of that game. McKenna Hein cuts too the perimeter against a 
Lyle-Pacelli defender.  Hein had six points and 12 rebounds in the battle.

Owatonna wins a pair 

By LEMAR NELSON
Staff Sports Writer

After a fairly competitive first 
half, Lyle-Pacelli went on a hot 
streak, while the Blossom girls 
went cold.  That resulted in a 67-
34 defeat for the home-standing 
BP girls Thursday, Dec 15.  The 
locals trailed by ten at the half 
32-22.

“We were still in the game at 
the half,” remarked Coach John 
Bruns, “but the second half was 
a different story. We had too 
many turnovers, which gave the 
Athletics too many extra posses-
sions”

LP shot 40 percent from the 
field, including 8 treys, while 
the Blossoms made 35 percent 
on 13 of only 37 tries.  Maris-
sa Larson scored 16 points and 
pulled down 12 rebounds for a 
double double, and McKenna 
Hein added 12 rebounds and 6 
points.  Kylie Forystek counted 
8points and had 2 assists and a 
steal.  but only two other Blos-
soms were able to score in this 
contest.

The JV team lost to Lyle-

Pacelli in the prelim 40-29, after 
trailing 30-17 at the half. Megan 
Oswald had 11 points for the 
Blossoms, and Maya Lembke 
added 6 and Julia Worke 5. 

As Coach Cory Hendrick-
son commented, ‘We actually 
played pretty well against a 
good opponent.  We just had to 
many turnovers and didn’t give 
ourselves enough chances to 
score. I thought the overall effort 
was excellent.”

The varsity is now 3-3 overall 
and 2-1 in the conference, while 
the JV team dropped to 2-4.

BP DOWN REBELS
A 7-point run with 7 minutes 

left in the first half erased a Unit-
ed South Central advantage   and 
gave the Blossom girls a lead 
they would never relinquish.  BP 
defeated the Rebels 44-39 in a 
low-scoring contest on the home 
court Tuesday, Dec. 13.  

BP trailed15-10 when Sam 
Wurst scored a layup basket, 
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Blossom girls split

By LEMAR NELSON
Staff Sports Writer

After falling behind 28-9. 
Westfield’s wrestling team 
achieved a remarkable 33-point 
comeback to defeat Byron 42-
28 on the Bears’ mat Thursday, 
Dec.15.  The victory kept the 
Razorbacks undefeated in dual 
matches at 5-0, with a cham-
pionship in a season-opening 

meet, as well.
At 106, Ethan Arett got the 

team off to a good start, with a 
pin in 1:51 of the first period, 
and  Joe Pirkl won a 3-0 deci-
sion, but then the Bears reeled 
off five straight wins to take 
28- 9 lead. That’s when the lo-
cals took over and pulled off the 
victory. 

Colton Krell, Morgan More-
no, Tristen Rieken Mitchell 

0swald, and Trey Chatman   all 
won their bouts by fall and 
Dylan Nirk won a 4-3 decision. 
Krell recorded his fall at 5: 14 
of the bout, Moreno finished off 
his opponent in just 1:52, and 
Rieken finished his bout in 13 
seconds.  Oswald won in 26 sec-
onds and Chatman won in 1:37. 
It was an eye-opening perfor-
mance by the Razorbacks.

By JOSH ZIMMER 
Sports Editor

After’s Tuesday’s big win 
over Section for Farmington on 
Tuesday, the Owatonna boys 
hockey team was back on home 
ice for a Big Nine Conference 
tilt against Austin. However, 
there was another opponent the 
Huskies were up against Thurs-
day night… health. 

Despite playing their second 
game in as many days, Owaton-
na used a three-goal first period 
to down the Austin Packers 4-2 
Thursday night at the Four Sea-
sons Centre. Head coach Josh 
Storm said the improvement in 
their forecheck really helped es-
tablish a presence in the offen-
sive zone early was the key. 

“The forecheck has improved 
in every game this season. 
We’ve been working on generat-
ing offense in practice; moving 
with the puck rather than stand-
ing with the puck,” he added. 

The Huskies had barely any 
hiccups while in the offensive 
zone, although one resulted in 
an early deficit. Owatonna was 
on the powerplay early in the 
first period after Austin’s Hunt-
er Guyette was assessed a five 
minute major for checking from 
behind. While trying to open up 
a window to shoot, Austin’s de-
fense created a turnover only to 
find Jack Dankert waiting at the 

Owatonna blue line, giving him 
breakaway to net the game’s 
first goal. 

After the minor miscue, Owa-
tonna settled in to score two un-
answered even strength goals in 
the first period. The first coming 
off the blade of Braeden Meier 
on a nice wraparound to punch 
it just under the Austin goalten-
der’s pad at the 12:05-mark of 
the period. The second was a 
nifty snipe from senior captain 
Adam Rehman. 

The Huskies were dominant 
in the offensive zone, using a 
blend of smooth, crisp passing 
and timely shots to generate 
a rebound attempt. Owatonna 
outshot Austin 18-6 in the first 
period. In fact, Owatonna sur-
rendered just 21 shots on net all 
game, holding the Packers to a 
high of nine shots attempted in 
the second period. The Huskies 
on the other hand, registered 
36 shots on goal for the game.  
Aside from two breakaways, the 
Packers were unable to sustain 
any time in the offensive zone. 
Storm credits that to the game 
plan going in. 

“I think going into this week, 
our focus was starting to battle 
harder, compete harder. We 
made the kids come in at 6:30 in 
the morning because I was not 

JOSH 
ZIMMER

Four-point 
stance

Scandals 
cloud bowl 

season
Well folks, 
a week that could have been 

spent drooling over Lamar 
Jackson’s highlights to get you 
amped for bowl season took 
a back seat to a story that sur-
faced just this week

Louisville cheating?
Now, this isn’t as touchy of 

a subject, but still makes you 
think about just how much 
change as overtaken the college 
football landscape over the past 
20 years. Wake Forest played 
the Cardinals on Nov. 12 and 
prior to the matchup, they game 
plan a few plays that have yet to 
be seen by either the Wake For-
est players or any opponents.  
The Cardinals went on the 
win the contest convincingly. 
However, what was found at 
the stadium after the game, pro-
pelled the Demon Deacons into 
launching an internal investiga-
tion. 

Tuesday, they announced 
those findings. 

Wake Forest mole Tommy 
Elrod reached out to his former 
Wake Forest coaching col-
league Lonnie Galloway, now 
offensive coordinator at Louis-
ville. Elrod passed along a few 
"special" Deacons plays. Gal-
loway promptly passed them 
along to Louisville’s defensive 
staff. Louisville AD Tom Jurich 
reports all this. 

Now, what Jurich actually 
had to say on the matter is what 
makes this story mor humorous 
than what it really is. 

“None of the special plays 
were run during the course 
of the game. Our defense 
regularly prepares for similar 
formations every week in 
their normal game plan.

I’m disappointed that this 
issue has brought undue at-
tention to our football staff as 
we prepare for our upcoming 
bowl game.”

This is instantly a classic. 
Despite the fact that he has 
been dealing with the situa-
tion concerning the Louisville 
basketball team for the last year 
and a half, now he states that he 
is disappointed not in his own 
program, but Wake Forest for 
publishing the findings. 

And to the radio analyst, I 
get being upset that they failed 
to retain you after hiring Dave 
Clawson, but think of it this 
way. You played at what one 
time was a prominent school in 
the ACC. Okay, being a little 
generous with word usage, 
but competitive none the less. 
I’ve never heard of you. Most 
of the country hasn’t heard of 
you until now. And, when was 
the last time Wake Forest had 
a competitive quarterback, to 
include Mr. Bachelor himself, 
Jordan Rodgers? 

You perhaps weren’t a very 
good coach. But, to sell out 
your alma mater the way you 
did, will now make everything 
wonder if you were doing it 
while you were an active coach.  

Merry Christmas and happy 
holidays.HOCKEY

Continued on page 4A

BLOSSOMS
Continued on page 4A

Editor’s Note:Due to a severe winter 
storm sweeping the area, all Steele 
County schools who had athletic events 
scheduled for Friday and Saturday 
were cancelled as a safety measure. 
No official times have been set for the 
rescheduled games.

Weather cancels games
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BP boys conquer Rebels   

By LEMAR NELSON 
Staff Sports Writer

Girls basketball 
In their only game of the week, 

the NRHEG Panthers made 
easy work of their contest with 
Medford by racing past the Ti-
gers66-34 on the Medford court 
Tuesday, Dec. 13.  The visitors 
hopped to a big early lead and 
kept adding to it the whole game.

“We scored early and often”, 
remarked Coach Onika Peterson, 

“ and we were able to keep it up 
throughout.  We have some areas 
to work on, and we don’t play for 
over a week, so we will have time 
to work on them.”

Maddie Wagner counted 
19 points to lead the scoring, 
and Marnie Wagner and Betsy 
Schoenrock had 11 and 10 points. 
Rachel Collins and Kayley Cam-
erer each pulled down 7 rebounds 
and Maddie Wagner added 5 re-
bounds, 3 steals, and 2 assists.  
The team record improved to 4-1, 
with a 3-0 mark in the confer-
ence.  The JV team won the pre-

lim 52-29.

Boys Basketball 
Oakley Baker registered his 

second straight double-figure 
game, scoring 20 points as the 
Panthers boys basketball team 
crushed Medford 69-23 Tuesday 
night. Baker and Tyler Raimann 
each recorded 12 points in the 
first 20 minutes as NRHEG built 
a 38-12 lead at the half.

*Editor’s note: all events Fri-
day and Saturday were cancelled 
due to a winter storm. 

NRHEG
roundup

In his first varsity start, 
freshman Gabe Hagen led 
the Blossom boys to a satis-
fying 68-62 win over United 
South Central at Wells, Tues-
day, Dec. 13. Besides Hagen’s 
play, Jake Ressler had another 
good all around game, as the 
locals put forth another fine 
team effort. BP led just 32-
31 at the break, but better re-
bounding and taking care of 
the team play in the second 
half improved.

“This was a great confidence 
builder for the team,” com-
mented Coach Nathan Piller. 
“Honestly, the team effort was 
outstanding, with several boys 
playing well and fulfilling var-
ious roles. I remind the boys 
that it isn’t so much the time 
they spend on the floor, as it is 
how they play when given the 
chance.”

Hagen counted 14 points to 

lead the Blossom scoring and 
Seth Bedenbaugh followed 
right behind with 13. Ressler 
and Max Romeo both added 
11. Rebounding favored the 
Blossoms. The victory gave 
BP a 2-0 record in the confer-
ence.

Staff Photo by Mark DeLap

Jake Ressler goes up for a shot 
against a USC defender on 
the Rebel court. The Blooming 
Prairie boys varsity team 
defeated the USC Rebels 68-62 
giving them a 2-0 conference 
record and a lead in the 
conference standings.  The 
Blossoms jumped out to a 
quick 11-2 lead but relinquished 
that lead with a furious scoring 
drive by the Runnin’ Rebels 
midway through the first half. 
With a “no-quit” attitude, the 
Blossoms regained the lead at 
halftime and never looked back.

ATHLETE OF THE WEEK

ATHLETE OF THE WEEK
Boys basketball

Scoring 7 points, Forystek also assisted in 
four more points and stole the ball when the 
Blossoms played the Rebel this week.

She shows versatility in her ability to 
score and back up her teammates when they 
do.

Starting varsity as a freshman, Hagen 
didn’t just play well.

With 14 points, he led his team in scoring 
againts the Rebels in the boys’ most recent 
game last week, a fantastic start to a promis-
ing varsity career.

ATHLETE OF THE WEEK IS BROUGHT TO YOU COURTESY OF:

BLOOMING PRAIRIE BUS COMPANY
BE SAFE  •  BE ON TIME  •  BE SAFE  •  BE ON TIME  •  BE SAFE  •  BE ON TIME • BE SAFE

Kylie Forystek

Gabe Hagen

Husky
roundup

happy with the way they were 
attacking the one-on-one situa-
tions, but I felt like we were bet-
ter tonight,” he commented. 

Owatonna was able to find the 
back of the net in the second pe-
riod as Tyler Wencl was able to 
knock home the Huskies’ third 
goal of the game. Wencl had a 
huge night for Owatonna, regis-
tering a goal and two assists to 
finish with three points. While 
they were succeeding in finding 
the back of the net, they were 
more importantly able gener-
ate momentum with the special 
teams.

 The Huskies were 1 for 6 on 
the powerplay, as Carter Broton 
was able to lift the puck past a 
sprawling Packer’s goaltender 
to net the final goal for Owaton-
na. One area that Owatonna has 
been continuing to show signs 
of improvement tonight was the 
penalty-kill. Against Austin, the 
Huskies were perfect, killing all 
four of the Packers’ attempts, in 
large part to continuing to apply 
pressure. 

“I do see signs, I saw it a lot in 
the second. I want to see us push 
the puck more and not give them 
time to set up. I think we’re a 
second late a lot right now. We’ll 
just keep working on it,” com-
mented Storm. 

The Packers were able to net 

a goal in the third period after 
Jake Halsey was able to sneak 
behind the Huskies’ defense for 
the breakaway, cutting the lead 
to 4-2. 

Huskies 3, Tigers 2
After a distasteful 4-3 loss to 

Albert Lea, the Owatonna boys 
hockey team was looking to get 
back to its winning ways. The 
brother’s duo of Nick and Nate 

Smith’s performance certainly 
help. 

The brothers would each re-
cord a goal along with Tyler 
Wencl as the Huskies were able 
to hold off Farmington for a 3-2 
win Tuesday. Nate Smith scored 
the first goal at the 7:50-mark 
while his brother, Nick,  scored 
what would be the game winner 
just two minutes into the period. 

                                      Blossom girls split contests
BLOSSOMS: from page 3A

Staff photo by Josh Zimmer

Kodey Kiel (12) cleared the boards against an Austin Packer 
defenceman. Owatonna picked up the win 4-2.

Marissa Larson made a short 
jumper and a free throw, and 
McKenna Hein counted two 
points on a steal and layup bas-
ket.  The Blossoms led at the 
half and built a ten-point lead at 
one time in the second, before 
some desperation late baskets 
cut the margin to the five points 
at the end.

“We played two solid halves 
tonight’, remarked Coach John 
Bruns,  “largely because we 

played a much better floor game.  
The girls had only 7 turnovers, 
which is far and away our best 
effort of the season in that re-
gard. We also got valuable con-
tributions from several players.’

Field goal shooting favored 
the home team 36 to 31 per-
cent, and the Blossoms had 33 
rebounds in the game.  Larson 
led the scoring with 13 points, 
but Wurst had 10, Kylie Forys-
tek 8, and Hein 7 points.  Lar-

son just missed a double double 
with 9 rebounds, an assist and 
8 blocked shots. Wurst had 8 
rebounds, an assist and a steal, 
and Hein pulled down 7 boards, 
had a steal and an assist. Forys-
tek assisted on four baskets and 
added a steal to her night’s work.

‘The game management went 
well,” concluded Bruns, “and 
we upped our conference record 
to 2-1.”

By JOSH ZIMMER 
Sports Editor

Boys basketball
Fresh off a 79-48 opening sea-

son win over Big Nine Confer-
ence foe Albert Lea, the Huskies 
were on the road to face another 
Big Nine Conference team in 
Northfield. 

The Raiders forced 19 turn-
overs and out-scored Owatonna 
25-2 from the free throw line to 
snag the 80-67 win. 

Dalton Kubista led the Hus-
kies with 24 points while An-
drew Jackson added 20. 

Girls Basketball 
The Huskies were searching 

to keep the winning streak intact 
Tuesday night at the OHS Gym-
nasium against Northfield. The 
Raiders’ Annika Hoff converted 
a pair of free throw attempts to 
give Northfield the 55-53 win. 
The loss gives Owatonna its first 
loss in the conference while the 
Raiders remain undefeated. 

Sydney Schultz lead the Hus-
kies with 28 points. 

Girls Hockey
Looking to extend their win-

streak to six, the Huskies were 
in Austin for a Big Nine Confer-

ence contest against the Packers. 
Led by a pair of Jamie Davi-

son goals, Owatonna defeated 
Austin 3-1 Thursday night at 
Riverside Arena in Austin. 
Grace Wolfe added Owatonna’s 
other goal in the game which 
would be the game-winner at 
the 5:35-mark of the second 
period. Coming off a resound-
ing 7-0 win over Albert Lea, the 
Owatonna girls hockey team 
was on the road to face Waseca. 
Powered by a pair of goals from 
Margo Achterkich, Owatonna 
managed to built its win streak 
to five. Maylynn Prokopec add-
ed Owatonna’s other goal. 

Wrestling
After coming off two big 
wins Thursday night, the 
Owatonna wrestling team ran 
into a much tougher challenge, 
the Minnesota Christmas 
Tournament. Owatonna finished 
17th out of 34 schools, to 
include two of North Dakota’s 
top prep squads. 
Owatonna managed to have 
just two placers. At 145, Peyton 
Robb escaped with a 4-3 
decision over Alex Llyod of 
Shakpoee in the finals. At 195 
pounds, Griffin Thorn managed 
to rebound to place fourth after 
falling to Daniel Kerkvliet 

of Simley. He lost to Samuel 
Grove of Moorhead 8-4 in the 
third place match. Aside from 
those who received a bye to 
the second round, Owatonna 
had only five grapplers - Kaden 
Nelson (113), Peyton Robb 
(145), Cade King (152), Parker 
Westphal (160), Griffin Thorn 
(195) - win in the opening 
round of the tournament. After 
starting the weekend 2-0, King 
medically defaulted after falling 
in the quarterfinals. He would 
officially finish with a 2-2 
record. 
Owatonna will be back in 
Rochester on Dec. 30 to 
compete in The Clash National 
Duals. 

Prior the the Minnestoa Min-
nesota Christmas tournament in 
Rochester, the Huskies were in 
Northfield for a triangular. 

Owatonna’s first duel was a 
62-12 win over Mankato West 
and then thumped Northfield 51-
17. 

Landon Johnson (106), Joe 
Fox (126), Peyton Robb (145, 
152) Cade King (152, 160) Par-
ket Westphal (160, 170) Nick 
Staska (182) Griffin Thorn (195) 
and Goy Tut (285) all finished 
with 2-0 records. 

                                     Huskies down Farmington Tuesday
HOCKEY: from page 3A

By LEMAR NELSON 
Staff port Writer

Girls basketball
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HometownLiving

Blooming PrairieAustin/Mower County

Albert Lea/Freeborn Co

Ellendale/Geneva

Dec. 20th:
10:30am - 11:30am BPBL Storytime 
4:45pm - 5:45pm BP Boys N Girls Club Brd Mtg 
Dec. 21st:
10:30am - 11:30am BPBL Story time 
Dec. 27th:
All day BP Card Club & Luncheon 
10:30am - 11:30am BPBL Storytime 
6pm - 7pm BPBL Book Club

Dec. 20th: (All day Family Reads)
5:30pm - 6:30pm Parks and Recreation Board Meeting 
6pm - 9pm Rock Gym,  211 W Richway Dr, Albert Lea
Dec. 21st:
All day Family Reads 
All day Community Ed Registrations Open 
Dec. 22nd: (All day Family Reads)
All day Finals 
10:30am - 11:30am ALPL Story time 
5:30pm - 6:30pm AL Council Workshop, City Council 
Chambers 
5:30pm - 6:30pm Council Workshop 
Dec. 23rd: (All day Family Reads)
All day Finals 
All day End of 2nd Quarter (43 days) | Semester 1 (82 days) 
All day End of Quarter 2/Semester 1 
6pm - 9pm Rock Climbing Open Gym, 211 W Richway Dr, 
Albert Lea
Dec. 24th: (All day Family Reads) 
All day Library Closed 
All day Winter Break 
6pm - 9pm Rock Climbing Open Gym, 211 W Richway Dr, 
Albert Lea
Dec. 26th: (All day Family Reads)
All day Winter Break 
10:30am - 11:30am ALPL Story time 
7pm - 8pm AL City Council, Council Chambers 
Dec. 27th: (All day Family Reads)
All day Winter Break 
6pm - 9pm Rock Gym, 211 W Richway Dr Albert Lea
7pm - 8pm City Council 

Dec. 20th:
10am - 11am Hearth and Home Series: Holiday 
Memories and Traditions, Hormel Historic Home, 208 
4th Ave, Austin
10am - 5pm Members Holiday Show, Austin ArtWorks 
Center, 300 Main St N
12pm - 1pm Tuesdays with Toastmasters, Hormel Foods 
Corporate Office 
1pm - 2pm Rosettes Just Like Mom Used to Make, 
Mower County Senior Center 
3:30pm - 5pm Mower Co, Southland ISD: Open Gym, 
M/HS Gym 
Dec. 21st:
9am - 4pm Holiday Bake Sale 
Where: Mower County Senior Center 
10am - 5pm Members Holiday Show, Austin ArtWorks 
Center, 300 Main St N, Austin, MN 
11:30am - 12:30pm SEMCAC Meal, Heritage House 
1pm - 3pm Christmas Open House, Mower County 
Senior Center 
6:30pm - 8pm Adult Hockey, Riverside Arena, 501 2nd 
Ave NE, Austin
Dec. 22nd:
9am - 4pm Holiday Bake Sale, Mower County Senior 
Center 
10am - 5pm Members Holiday Show, Austin ArtWorks 
Center, 300 Main St N 
2pm - 3pm  Historical Society Presentation: The Uncivil 
and Contentious History of American Presidential 
Elections, Mower County Senior Center 
3:30pm - 5pm Mower Co, Southland ISD: Open Gym, 
M/HS Gym 
6pm - 7pm Brownsdale PL Puzzle Night
6pm - 8pm Clay Wheel Throwing, Austin ArtWorks 
Center, 300 Main St N 
Dec. 23rd:
10am - 5pm Members Holiday Show, Austin ArtWorks 
Center, 300 Main St N 
11:30am - 12:30pm SEMCAC Meal, Heritage House 
5:15pm - 7:15pm Bingo, Austin VFW 
Dec. 24th:
10am - 5pm Members Holiday Show, Austin ArtWorks 
Center, 300 Main St N 
Dec. 25th:
1pm - 3pm Grand Meadow Open Gym, Wrestling 
Room, Weight Room 
1pm - 2:30pm Riverside Figure Skating Club - Basic 
Skills, Riverside Arena, 501 2nd Ave NE, Austin 
2:30pm - 5pm Riverside Figure Skating Club - Power 
& Moves, Precision Line, Advanced Ice Time Where: 
Riverside Arena, 501 2nd Ave NE, Austin, MN 55912 
Dec. 26th:
All day Lyle Lion’s Club Meeting 
11:30am - 12:30pm SEMCAC Meal, Heritage House 
3pm - 4:30pm Public Skate, Packer Arena, 601 7th St 
NE, Austin
5:15pm - 7:15pm Bingo, Austin VFW 
Dec. 27th:
10am - 5pm Members Holiday Show, Austin ArtWorks 
Center, 300 Main St N, Austin
12pm - 1pm Tuesdays with Toastmasters, Hormel Foods 
Corporate Office 
3:30pm - 5pm Mower Co, Southland ISD: Open Gym, 
M/HS Gym 
6:30pm - 7:30pm Lion’s Club Meeting, Lyle 
Community Center, Lyle

Owatonna/Medford/Hope

Dec. 20th: (All day Hope Curbside Recycling S of 42nd Av)
9:30am - 10:30am OPL It’s TALE TIME! 
10am - 11:45am OPL So Many Books...So Little Time Book 
Club 
10am - 1pm WCPL Story Time/Crafts 
3:30pm - 5pm Mower Co, Southland ISD: Open Gym, M/
HS Gym 
6:30pm - 7:30pm Court St Anne Catholic Daughters 
Meeting, Medford 
7pm - 8pm Owatonna City Council, Council Chambers, City 
Hall 
Dec. 21st: (All day Hope Curbside Recycling N of 42nd Av)
4pm - 5pm Owatonna EDA, Council Chambers, City Hall 
7pm - 8pm Ft Robert Carlin Knights of Columbus Council, 
Medford 
Dec. 22nd:
2pm - 2:30pm The Arthritis Foundation: Medford Senior 
Exercise Class, Whistle Stop Diner 
6:30pm - 7:30pm OPL Family Story Time 
Dec. 23rd:
7pm - 8pm Movie Night, New Beginnings Church
Dec. 26th:
2pm - 2:30pm The Arthritis Foundation: Medford Senior 
Exercise Class, Whistle Stop Diner 
4pm - 5pm Owatonna Housing & Redevelopment Authority, 
2nd Flr Conference Rm, City Hall 
Dec. 27th:
9:30am - 10:30am OPL It’s TALE TIME! 
10am - 1pm WCPL Story Time/Crafts 
4pm - 5pm OPU Utilities Commission, Utilities Plant Office
5:30pm - 6:30pm Owatonna Planning Commission, Council 
Chambers, City Hall

E    E    Photo Memory    E    E

ORTHODONTIC SPECIALIST

Dr. Deborah J Lien
DDS, MBS

132 2nd Ave NE • Blooming Prairie, MN

FREE
CONSULTATIONS

583.6613Building Healthy 
Smiles!

E    last  year  around  this  time    E

E    E    for the record    E    E

E    Happening NOW   E

800-248-3855
www.minimizer.com

Blooming Prairie

Dec. 20th:
7pm - 8:20pm NRHEG Karate, ES Gym North
Dec. 22nd:
5:30pm - 6:40pm NRHEG Yoga, DAPE Rm 
7pm - 8pm NRHEG Yoga, DAPE Rm 
7pm - 8pm NRHEG Zumba, DAPE Rm 
Dec. 26th:
6:20pm - 7:40pm NRHEG Yoga, Media Center
Dec. 27th:
7pm - 8:20pm NRHEG Karate, ES Gym North 
Ellndl 

Archived staff photo by Anna Segner

The OHS Carolers kicked off the Owatonna High School concert last year 
with favorite holiday tunes old and new. The OHS Carolers were directed 
by students Anna Weisenburger and Luke Holzerland.

Staff photo by Howard Lestrud

Members of the BP FFA chapter collected toys and donated them to the 
Ronald McDonald House in Rochester. Shown with a wide assortment of 
gifts are: Zach Sisler, senior; Colin Nelson, senior; Jeremy Hocking, junior 
and Ethan Arett, junior. “We all enjoyed helping the kids at the Ronald 
McDonald House,” said Jeremy. 

J&H LIQUOR’S:
340 E. Main St. Blooming Prairie, MN•  (507)583-7557

MARK YOUR CALENDAR:
-BAR BINGO: MONDAY@ 
6:30 PM

HOLIDAY EVENTS:
-DEC 24: OPEN 9AM-5PM
(VIKINGS vs. PACKERS @ 
noon)

-DEC 25: CLOSED…MERRY 
CHRISTMAS!
-DEC 31:  NEW YEAR’S EVE: 
MUNCHIES & CHAMPAGNE!

-JAN 1…CLOSED…” HAPPY 
2017 ”!

- BLOOMIN’ GRAPEVINE 
WINE CLUB 
 TUES. 7-830 PM @ J&H
FEE CHARGED. 21 & OVER
DATES...
JAN : 24   FEB 7   MARCH 14  
APRIL 4
MAY 9 : BOYS & GIRLS CLUB 
BENEFIT  7- 9 PM @J & H

Event Spotlight:
Jean and Jessie Partridge Memorial Scholarship
The Steele County Home Economics Association 

is offering its Jean and Jessie Partridge Memorial 
Scholarship. 

The $500 scholarship is offered to individuals 
majoring in home economics, family consumer sciences 
or related fields, including textiles, food science, child 
development and parenting, housing and family social 
sciences at any accredited college or university. Students 
must have completed two years in the major.

For more information call Judie Buerman at 507-451-
2537 or Barbara Paulson at 507-451-9686. The deadline 
for applications is Jan. 15.



CommunityLiving
Birthdays:

21st 
Sam Esplan 

Michelle Wallace
Amanda Schiefert

22nd
Sharon Lea

Lynnae Nelson
Paul Heimgartner

Gage Edward Nelson
Doreen Blome
Lisa Anderson

23rd
Jeffrey (Heifer) 

Ingvalson
Morgan Jo Hagen 

Amber Brandt

24th 
Jolean Zilm 

Kaylene Jensen
Lavon Hernandez

Marianne Grunklee

25th 
Robin Shaw 

Rick Klemmensen
Bob Hansen 

26th 
Diane Lembke 

Piper Winn
Lerald Farrow 
Owen Jones 

Tricia Steckelberg
Leah Krell

27th 
Tara Gimbel

Carsten Ingvalson 
Jeffry Zimmerman 

Macy Lembke
Lydia Brown 
Mason Brown 

Anniversaries:
21st 

Tom & Chris Butler

26th 
Paul & Bernice Stender

Wally & Jean Wilke
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Dec. 21
Christmas Party

Baked Ham
Alt: Beef Pattie
Sweet Potatoes
Green Beans/
Mushrooms
Dinner Roll
Ice Cream

Dec. 22
Chicken Chow 
Mein over rice

Seasoned Carrots
Fruited Coleslaw
Pumpkin Raisin 

Bar

Dec. 23
Closed

Dec. 26
Closed

Dec. 27
Spaghetti & Meat 

Sauce
Mixed Green 

Salad
Pineapple Slices

French Bread
Hawaiian Cake

PASS TIME IN LINE. 
READ 

Subscribe today and save 33% 
off the newsstand price. 

www.steeledodgenews.com

See us on
Facebook!

Always local, all the time.
TSteele County 

imes

$10.00

    Burger & Bowling

Special

Inc ludes :
Burger  •  F r ies  •  Sof t  dr ink  •  Bowl ing

3 1 1  E .  M a i n  S t . , 
B l o o m i n g  P r a i r i e

5 0 7 - 5 8 3 - 2 3 2 1

Friday & Saturday 5-8pm

December - January

Jensen Heating & Plumbing
In Business since 1978 - Locally owned & operated 

 104 Central Ave. N
Geneva, MN 56035

507-256-4712

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspaper). 
At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to each 
newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. Please 
do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

2x2, 2x4 & 2x8 ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 12/18/2016 South

Get An Extra $15 Off & Free Shipping 
On Your 1st Order!
Call the number below and save an additional $15 plus get free shipping 
on your fi rst prescription order with Canada Drug Center. Expires 
December 31, 2016. Offer is valid for prescription orders only and can 

not be used in conjunction with any other offers. Valid for new customers only. One time use per 
household. Use code 15FREE to receive this special offer.

Are You Still 
Paying Too Much For 
Your Medications?
You can save up to 97% when you fi ll 
your prescriptions with our Canadian 
and International prescription service.

Please note that we do not carry controlled substances and a valid prescription 
is required for all prescription medication orders.

Use of these services is subject to the Terms of Use and accompanying policies at www.canadadrugcenter.com.

Get an extra 

$15 off
plus 

FREE SHIPPING

Call Now: 800-259-1096

Call Now! 800-259-1096

ViagraTM    $2011.91
Typical US Brand Price for  100mg x 40

vs Sildenafi l*      
$136.00

Generic Price for 100mg x 40

Rosuvastatin* 
$78.30

Our Price

Generic equivalent of CrestorTM

Generic price for for 20mg x 90

CrestorTM 
$794.70

Their Price

Typical US Brand Price
 for 20mg x 90

Cesar Dog Food 
3.5oz 2/$0.99 
with 20 Savers Points

LoveSome Gelato 
Pint $2.99 
with 20 Savers Points

Yardley Bath Bar
4.25oz $0.75 
with 20 Savers Points

Eat Well Hummus 
$1.00 Off
with 20 Savers Points

Kimberly 
Gingerbread 
Cupcakes 
$3.50 with 
20 Savers Points

Pepsi 
12 Packs 

3/$9.99

Lemons 

3/$1.00 
with 20 
Savers Points

237 Hwy Ave. S.   Locally Owned & Operated  507-583-6671

Prices Good
12/20 - 12/26

Check out OUR DOLLAR Selection! 

Final clue for medallion hunt
The medallion is still out there. The Blooming Prairie Chamber of Commerce is giving 
away 50 blooming bucks to whoever finds it first. This is the fourth week of the hunt and 
final clue:

Clue #4:

Center your attention.
This is the last clue,
but don’t be blue.
All the signs are
there for you.

SEMCAC senior menu

public expressed concern
BUDGET: from page 1A

104 E. Main St. • Geneva, MN • 507-256-0025
www.deanssmokeshack.com

Make the short drive to see 
us, you’ll be glad you did!!

Call now to book your Meat and 
Cheese Trays, Gift Baskets - we 
do have some on hand. Make your 
Christmas great with a stop here!

We Wish you A Merry Christmas

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspaper). 
At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to each 
newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. Please 
do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

2x2, 2x4 & 2x8 ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 12/18/2016 South

Get An Extra $15 Off & Free Shipping 
On Your 1st Order!
Call the number below and save an additional $15 plus get free shipping 
on your fi rst prescription order with Canada Drug Center. Expires 
December 31, 2016. Offer is valid for prescription orders only and can 

not be used in conjunction with any other offers. Valid for new customers only. One time use per 
household. Use code 15FREE to receive this special offer.

Are You Still 
Paying Too Much For 
Your Medications?
You can save up to 97% when you fi ll 
your prescriptions with our Canadian 
and International prescription service.

Please note that we do not carry controlled substances and a valid prescription 
is required for all prescription medication orders.

Use of these services is subject to the Terms of Use and accompanying policies at www.canadadrugcenter.com.

Get an extra 

$15 off
plus 

FREE SHIPPING

Call Now: 800-259-1096

Call Now! 800-259-1096

ViagraTM    $2011.91
Typical US Brand Price for  100mg x 40

vs Sildenafi l*      
$136.00

Generic Price for 100mg x 40

Rosuvastatin* 
$78.30

Our Price

Generic equivalent of CrestorTM

Generic price for for 20mg x 90

CrestorTM 
$794.70

Their Price

Typical US Brand Price
 for 20mg x 90

Recipe Corner

Sponsored by:

KREJCI FORD
15TH PRESIDENT’S 
AWARD WINNER
Blooming Prairie
583-2046RECIPES FROM THE FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH COOKBOOK 2006 ED.

by Mrs. Arlen Peterson

Apple Crisp
3/4 c. flour
1/2 c. butter
1 c. brown sugar
1/2 c. chopped nuts
mix together as for pie crust

1 qt. sliced apples
1/2 c. water 
1 tsp. cinnamon

Put apples in a buttered baking dish and pour 
on water. Sprinkle with cinnamon. Spread cumb 
mixture over top and bake for 30 minutes. Serve 
with whipped cream.

DIRECTIONS:
1. Preheat oven to 375 degrees F (190 degrees C). 

In a small bowl, stir together flour, baking soda, and 
baking powder. Set aside.

3. In a large bowl, cream together the butter 
and sugar until smooth. Beat in egg and vanilla. 
Gradually blend in the dry ingredients. Roll rounded 
teaspoonfuls of dough into balls, and place onto 
ungreased cookie sheets.

2. Bake 8 to 10 minutes in the preheated oven, or 
until golden. Let stand on cookie sheet two minutes 
before removing to cool on wire racks.

INGREDIENTS:
Sugar Cookies

2 3/4 cups all-purpose flour
1 teaspoon baking soda
1/2 teaspoon baking powder
1 cup butter, softened

1 1/2 cups white sugar
1 egg
1 teaspoon vanilla 
extract

can go to https://costeelemn.
opengov.com.

The presentation ended by 
opening the floor up to public 
comments on the budget.

Marlene Nelson expressed 
concern about the lack of 
funding to roads and bridges. 
“You went negative on roads 
and bridges. That’s a priority,” 
she said. The board respond-
ed that roads and bridges are 
being funded through other 
means.

Jesse Kristofferson was 

concerned about rising costs.
“When does it stop?,” he 

asked the board. He said prop-
erty costs are up, but the value 
is down.

The budget and the reso-
lution to set the tax levy at 
$22 million dollars for 2017 
passed.

In final public comments, 
the outgoing commission-
ers were thanked for roughly 
a decade of service to Steele 
County.

Purchase complete in the new year
AVIATION: from page 1A

“Stinar’s brand strength and 
manufacturing expertise paired 
with Kruckeberg Industries’ 
strengths in leadership and 
marketing are a tremendous 
fit,” Richards said. “We will 
work towards elevating Sti-
nar to a world-class level, one 
which positively impacts cus-
tomer service, product quality 
and operational performance.”

Noting that Stinar’s brand 
is strong, Richards said: “We 
believe that Kruckeberg In-
dustries philosophy on innova-
tion, customer focus and strong 
marketing prowess will help 
enhance Stinar’s already stellar 
reputation.”

Kruckeberg has already sub-

mitted a purchase agreement 
for Stinar. The acquisition is 
expected to be completed after 
the new year. 

“Any acquisition has to make 
sense and this opportunity fits 
what Kruckeberg Industries 
does,” Thorpe said.

Harvey said Stinar has a 
long and rich history of excel-
lence dating back to 1946 when 
the company was founded by 
Frank Stinar. “We are excited 
to partner with the Kruckeberg 
Industries team and are enthu-
siastic about the future of the 
Stinar brand, the valued em-
ployees and our outstanding 
customers,” Harvey said. 



Recreation

Hwy 218 S.
Blooming Prairie

www.minersoutdoor.com • 507-583-2712

Outdoor Power Equipment, 
Golf Carts, ATV, Sales Service, 

Parts & Accessories

Repair Service

656 3rd St. NE
Blooming Prairie, MN

Robert Salinas
Family-Owned
583-6620

	 Insurance

Auto    |    Home    |    Life    |    Business    |    College    |    Retirement

 One combined policy
+  One deductible for it all

 One big sigh of relief
When things go wrong, you need your insurance to go right. Contact me to see how our 
one deductible advantage can help provide you peace of mind when you need it most. 
Julie Spinler
236 S Main Street
PO Box 69
Dexter
(507) 584-1215

One deductible per occurrence. Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company*/West Des
Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services MC032 (8-15)

J.A. GWILT SIDERS, INC.
Siding & Windows

Lic. #20533878
•Maintenance Free Siding

•Premium Vinyl, Steel & Aluminum
•Custom Trim Work

•Seamless Aluminum or Copper Gutters
•Lifetime Warranty

For Free Estimates Call: 507-583-7413
Now supplying siding for contractors & do-it yourselfers!

Siding & Windows 

Accountants
Steele County Times Professional Directory

Dental Care

Blooming Prairie 
405 E. Main St. 
507-583-2141

Owatonna
1170 East Frontage Rd.

507-455-1000

Mankato
287 St. Andrews Drive Suite 100

507-720-0250
Rochester

3110 Wellner Dr. NE. 
507-536-7700

New Richland 
132 Broadway Ave. N.

 507-463-0502  

Locally Owned
Dental Care

BLOOMING PRAIRIE DENTAL CENTER
“Dentistry for the whole family”

Jeffrey A. Schwert, D.D.S.
132 2nd Ave. NE

Blooming Prairie ~ 583-6613

Johnson Construction 
& Tree Service

Tree & Stump Removal •Trimming & Topping •Tree Moving 
Lot Clearing • Backhoe/Skidloader • Hauling General Construction

24 Hr. Emergency Services • Year Round Work • Licensed & Insured
KYLE JOHNSON • 507-583-7592
AUSTIN & BLOOMING PRAIRIE

Construction

Funeral Planning
A Simple, Thoughtful Act of Caring

PREARRANGEMENT & PREFUNDING

Worlein Blooming Prairie Funeral Home
418 Highway Ave S. ,Blooming Prairie, MN

Mary Kittelson
NFDA Certified Preplanning Consultant • Licensed Agent - Purple Cross Plans

507-583-7561
www.worlein.com

Automotive

ROD & TESS KOSTER, Owners
Bus: 507-583-2018 • Fax: 507-583-2317

Hwy. 218 • Blooming Prairie
www.kostercarkorner.com

FOR THAT HOMETOWN PERSONAL TOUCH

Garbage
SKJEVELAND ENTERPRISES

YOU CAN
 COUNT ON US!

Sanitation & Recycling Services
Pride in service since 2007

• Sanitation & Recycling Services
• Roll-Offs & Dumpsters
• Rubbish & Garbage Removal

Contact Skjeveland Enterprises today!

5 0 7 - 5 2 8 - 9 9 0 0

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

Orthodontic Specialist
132 2ND AVE. NE

BLOOMING PRAIRIE

Building 

Healthy

Smiles!

Dr. Deborah J. Lien, DDS, MBSDr. Deborah J. Lien, DDS, MBS
ORTHODONTIC SPECIALIST

507.583.6613drdeborahlienorthodontics.com

FREE CONSULTATIONS

“Quality Care with  
a Small Town Touch”

This Institution is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer

CNA - Full Time / Part Time / Evening Shifts
Includes every other weekend and holiday

RN - Full Time  / Evening Shifts
LPN - Full Time / Part Time / Evening Shifts

Excellent Health Benefits - Single employee $75 per month!

To apply, contact Allison Hensrud, DON 507-572-6188 
ahensrud@prairiemanorinc.com   •   fax 507-583-2401, or in person 

220 3rd St NW Blooming Prairie, MN 55917

$1,000 Sign On Bonus

Prairie Manor Care Center has the following openings:

Prairie Manor Care Center 
has an Immediate Openings for:

“Quality Care with  
a Small Town Touch”

This Institution is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer

Apply in person or call Pam Doerhoefer, CDM at 507-583-5181 
220 3rd St NW Blooming Prairie, MN 55917

v  DIETARY AIDE  v
Part-time, days, evenings & weekends

Dear Savvy Senior,
When my mom passed away 

we thought she had a life in-
surance policy, but we have no 
idea how to track it down. Do 
you know of any resources that 
might help?

Searching Susan
 
Dear Susan,
Lost or forgotten life insur-

ance policies are very common 
in the U.S. It’s estimated that 
more than $7 billion in ben-
efits from unclaimed life insur-
ance policies are waiting to be 
claimed by their rightful benefi-
ciaries. 

While unfortunately, there 
isn’t a national database for 
tracking down these policies, 
there are a number of strategies 
and a few new resources that can 
help your search. Here are sev-

eral to get you started.
Search her records: Check 

your mom’s financial records or 
storage areas where she kept her 
important papers for a policy, 
records of premium payments, 
or bills from an insurer. Also 
contact her employer or former 
employer benefits administrator, 
insurance agents, financial plan-
ner, accountant, attorney or oth-
er adviser and ask if they know 
about a life insurance policy. 
Also check safe-deposit boxes, 
monitor the mail for premium 
invoices or whole-life dividend 
notices, and review old income-
tax returns, looking for interest 
income from, and interest ex-
penses paid, to life insurance 
companies.

Contact the insurer: If you 
suspect that a particular insurer 
underwrote the policy, contact 

that carrier’s claim office and 
ask. The more information you 
have, like your mom’s date of 
birth and death, Social Security 
number and address, the easier 
it will be to track down. Contact 
information of some big insur-
ers include: Prudential 800-778-
2255; MetLife Metlife.com/pol-
icyfinder; AIG 800-888-2452; 
Nationwide 800-848-6331; John 
Hancock JohnHancock.com – 
click on “Contact Us” then on 
“Account Search Request.” 

Get state help: Nineteen state 
insurance departments have a 
policy locator service program 
that can help you locate lost life 
insurance, and many other states 
offer resources that can help you 
with your search. To find direct 
access to these resources visit 
the American Council of Life 
Insurers website at ACLI.com/

consumers – click on “Missing 
Policy Tips.” 

Search unclaimed property: If 
your mom died more than a few 
years ago, benefits may have 
already been turned over to the 
unclaimed property office of the 
state where the policy was pur-
chased. Go to MissingMoney.
com, a website of the National 
Association of Unclaimed Prop-
erty Administrators, to search 
records from 40 states, Puerto 
Rico and the District of Colum-
bia. The pull-down menu under 
Links connects you to a map and 
addresses for unclaimed prop-
erty agencies. Or, to find links to 
each state’s unclaimed-property 
division use Unclaimed.org.

If your mom’s name or a po-
tential benefactor’s name pro-
duces a hit, you’ll need to prove 
your claim. Required documen-

tation, which can vary by state, 
is detailed in claim forms, and a 
death certificate might be neces-
sary. If you need a copy of your 
mom’s death certificate, contact 
the vital records office in the 
state where she died, or go to Vi-
talChek.com.

Search fee-based services: 
There are several businesses that 
offer policy locator services for 
a fee. The MIB Group, for ex-
ample, which is a data-sharing 

service for life and health insur-
ance companies, offers a policy 
locator service at PolicyLocator.
com for $75. But it only tracks 
applications for individual poli-
cies made since 1996. 

You can also get assistance at 
Policy Inspector (PolicyInspec-
tor.com) for $99, and L-LIFE 
(LostLifeIns.com) for $108.50, 
who will do the searching for 
you.

Prairie Manor Care Center 
& Heather Haus

220 3rd St. NW,
Blooming Prairie
583-4434
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Welcome Home to Prairie Village Townhomes!

Blooming Prairie, MN

Enjoy a 2 level townhomes with a private 
entry, attached garage, full size washer/dry-
er in your home. 
•Currently we have a 3 Bdrm Unit available. 
•Income limits based on your household 
•size apply upon move-in. 
•Rents from $580-$695. 
•Email us at  erdc.prairievillage@yahoo.com  
•or call 1-888-583-2907 for more information 
•on how you can make Prairie Village 
•your new home.

“Quality Care with  
a Small Town Touch”

This Institution is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer

v Maintenance Technician Position v
Prairie Manor Care Center has the following openings:

Candidates  should have working knowledge in HVAC, Building Maintenance, Plumb-
ing, and minor Electrical.  A State of Minnesota Boilers license is preferred, but we will 
train.  This is a full-time positon which includes an excellent benefit package.  Pay will 
be based on level of knowledge and experience.  

Contact Ken with questions at 507-456-2328 
or E-mail at kwilson@prairiemanorinc.com.  

Candidates can fill out an application on our web site or stop in at 
220 3rd St. NW, Blooming Prairie, MN.  55917



It doesn’t look like low commodity prices are going away in 2017. 
This means that farmers will have to be extra vigilant in their budget 
in order to stay in the black. 

The key to remaining profitable is to stay on top of input cost . 
1. Reevaluate crop production inputs such as prophylactic fun-

gicide applications and 
specialty fertility prod-
ucts.

2. Forgo phosphorus 
and potassium fertil-
izer, if soil tests show 
there’s enough in the 
ground for the coming 
crop. 

3. Review and adjust 
nitrogen rates and application timing.

4. Re-evaluate seed technology. Seeds with fewer GMO traits 
are usually less expensive,” Ward said. “But this will require more 
management time- you may have more weed pressure, more inspect 
pressure. You need to weigh the pros and cons- and if you’ve done 
some on-farm evaluation, you will know what works and is worth 
the investment.”

5. Eliminate excess equipment and re-evaluate equipment sizing. 

“The secondary markets are soft, so it’s not the best time to sell ex-
cess equipment. If there is a true need for equipment, this would the 
time to buy,” he says.

6. Renegotiate cash leases. “The economics of the past three years 
have cried for a lower of cash leases, but they have held up because 

of equity positions on behalf of 
farmers and landowners’ prop-
erty taxes,” Ward says. “Land-
owners need to understand 
that margins have declined 
and lease prices need to come 
down.”

7. Consider more do-it-your-
self repair and services, includ-
ing spraying, soil sampling and 

equipment repair. 
8. Evaluate farm yield rations with price ratios when determining 

crop mix. 
9. Re-examine family living expenses. “It’s not easy t do,” Ward 

says, “but family living expenses need to ratchet back to pre-2006 
levels.” According to the Illinois Farm Business Farm Management 
data, family expenses were $85 per acre in 2006, compared with 
$110 per acre in 2015. 
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All the insurance you need from  
one agent. I take simple seriously. 

Contact me today.

One Agent for Life
and Auto

and Home

and Health

and Business

and Farm & Ranch

Darrell B. Ingvaldson, LUTCF
100 S Mill Street
PO Box 298
Brownsdale
(507) 567-2296

Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. Health insurance policies are underwritten by an insurance company that
is not affiliated with our companies. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services M142 (4-16)
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One Agent for Life
and Auto

and Home

and Health

and Business

and Farm & Ranch

Call Dallas for all your Drainage Needs!
507-451-2873
Toll-Free 1-855-298-2568

We can also help you with:
• Aggregate Products • Hauling
• Waterway Cleaning • Septic
• All Excavation Projects

Let Us Put A Drainage Project Like This 
On Your Farm

41 Years
in Business!

Excavation & Drainage, Inc.

LOKEN

3695 Hoffman Drive NW • Owatonna • loken@qwestoffice.net

FARM
LIVINGPLUS

YOUR AGRI
CONNECTION

www.steeledodgenews.com

Nine strategies to a profitable 2017

Giant hogweed, Heracleum 
mantegazzianum, is a stunning-
ly tall plant with a serious public 
health risk. When the sap comes 
in contact with skin and is ex-
posed to sunlight, it can cause 
painful blisters and scarring. 
Additionally, the sap in contact 
with eyes can result in blind-
ness.

Originally brought to North 
America as an ornamental plant, 
it escaped cultivation and can 
be found in isolated pockets in 
many states. Fortunate-
ly, it has not been con-
firmed in the state of 
Minnesota, although it 
has been found growing 
in parts of Wisconsin.

Giant hogweed has 
many identifiable char-
acteristics. It has deeply 
cut leaves up to five feet 
across, and the plant 
flowers on a 10-15 foot 
stalk. The plant produc-
es large clusters of tiny 
white flowers that reach 
up to two and a half feet 
across. The stalks are 
two inches in diameter 
and hollow with pur-
ple mottling. Both the 
stems and undersides of 
the leaves are covered 
in coarse white hairs. 
It can be mistaken for 
Cow Parsnip (Hera-
cleum maximum), a 
native plant that is com-
mon throughout much 

of Minnesota, 
has similar leaves 
and flowers, and 
reaches 3-10 feet 
tall with 4-8 inch 
flowers. Howev-
er, giant hogweed 
has much larger, 
strongly dissect-
ed leaves and 
huge flowers

The impacts of giant hogweed 
are numerous. Not only is giant 
hogweed a serious public health 

hazard, it can 
also negative-
ly impact soil 
dynamics, fis -
eries, and out-
compete native 
plants. In states 
where it has been 
confirmed, it can 
be found grow-
ing in yards, 

ditches, along stream banks, in 
disturbed areas, open wooded 
areas, and thrives in sunny loca-

tions. Giant hogweed spreads by 
seed that can be moved by wind, 
water, wildlife, and humans.

Management of giant hog-
weed requires careful handling. 
Appropriate protective clothing 
including gloves, goggles and 
long sleeve shirts should be 
worn and contact with the stems 
should be avoided. Management 
priorities include early detection 
and seed dispersal prevention. 
Cutting the flowers to prevent 
the spread of seed can be an ef-

fective management prac-
tice, in combination with 
applying herbicide to the 
foliage.

Even though this plant 
has not yet been discov-
ered in Minnesota, the 
Minnesota Department of 
Agriculture regulates giant 
hogweed as a prohibited 
noxious weed on the eradi-
cate list because of its close 
proximity of establishment 
in Wisconsin. It is also a 
Federal Noxious Weed reg-
ulated by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture . By 
law, all above and below 
ground plant parts must be 
destroyed, and no transpor-
tation, propagation, or sale 
of the plants is allowed. If 
you suspect you have seen 
giant hogweed, please con-
tact the MDA’s Arrest the 
Pest voicemail at 888-545-
6684 or email arrest.the.
pest@state.mn.us.

Strategic weed management: Giant Hogweed USDA sends National Agricultural Classification 
Survey ahead of 2017 Census of Agriculture

In preparation for the 2017 Census of Agriculture, close to one 
million potential farmers and ranchers will receive the National Ag-
ricultural Classification Survey (NACS) this month to help the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture identify all active farms and ranches in 
the United States. The result of the NACS will determine who re-
ceives a census of agriculture questionnaire next December.

The census of agriculture, conducted every five years by the US-
DA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS), is the only 
source of uniform, comprehensive and impartial agricultural data 
for every county in the nation. Through the census of agriculture, 
producers are able to demonstrate the value and importance of ag-
riculture, and influence decisions that will shape the future of the 
industry in this country.

“NACS plays an integral role in getting a complete count of U.S. 
agriculture,” said NASS Census and Survey Division Director Bar-
bara Rater. “We ask everyone who receives the survey to please re-
spond by January 30, so that we can maintain an accurate and com-
prehensive census of agriculture mailing list. This is an important 
opportunity. The census of agriculture is the leading source of facts 
about American agriculture. Farm organizations, businesses, gov-
ernment decision-makers, commodity market analysts, news media, 
researchers and so many others use census of agriculture data. We 
are ensuring that every farm and ranch has a voice.”

The census of agriculture defines a farm as any place, big or small, 
that produces and sells, or could sell, $1,000 or more of agriculture 
products within a calendar year. NACS is required by law as part of 
the census of agriculture. By this same law, all information reported 
by individuals is protected.

NASS will begin data collection for the 2017 Census of Agricul-
ture in late 2017. The census of agriculture is Your Voice, Your Fu-
ture, Your Opportunity. For more information about NACS and the 
2017 Census of Agriculture, visit www.agcensus.usda.gov.

Minnesota Farm Bureau 
outlines focus areas for 2017

Voting delegates at the Minne-
sota Farm Bureau Federation’s 
(MFBF) 98th Annual meeting 
adopted policy positions for 
2017. Based on these actions, 
the MFBF Board of Directors 
have provided focus for the 
organization on public policy, 
image and leadership including 
food, health insurance, water, 
transportation, and taxes.

Food: Min-
nesota farmers 
and ranchers are 
committed to 
providing access 
to sustainable, 
safe, healthy 
food choices. Farmers work to 
continuously improve produc-
tion methods, techniques and 
technologies. Farmers demon-
strate their commitment to care 
for their livestock, manage and 
improve the quality of their en-
vironment and enhance the qual-
ity and accessibility of food and 
fiber they produce utilizing dif-
ferent production methods.

Health Insurance; The af-
fordability and availability of 

health insurance is a significan  
concern for Minnesota farm 
families and small businesses. 
MFBF will work towards fin -
ing solutions addressing both in-
creases in premiums and lack of 
availability to individual health 
insurance options.

Water: Water quality and 
quantity are top priorities for 
Minnesota farm families. Agri-

culture’s role in 
improving wa-
ter quality can 
best be fulfilled
through volun-
tary site-specific
actions at the lo-

cal level.
Transportation: MFBF will 

continue efforts to address Min-
nesota transportation infrastruc-
ture needs, especially rural roads 
and bridges. It is critical that 
products are able to be moved 
efficiently by river, rail and road.

Taxes: MFBF will continue 
efforts to work on education 
funding issues especially as it 
relates to improvements or con-
struction of school buildings.

Beef council seeks 
candidates for board

The Minnesota Beef Research 
and Promotion Council is seek-
ing candidates for its board elec-
tions.

Candidates will be selected 
through mail ballot elections 
conducted by the Minnesota 
Department of Agriculture in 
March. The candidate registra-
tion deadline is Jan. 25, 2017.

These farmer/leaders will 
serve a three-year term directing 
the investment of the beef re-
search and promotion council’s 
check-off program. Nominees 
are required to reside within the 
area to be represented. Council 
members shall be residents of 
the State of Minnesota of legal 
voting age, and be participating 

cattle producers or feeders.
Those interested in running 

for the vacant positions will 
need to complete the candidate 
registration forms, which can 
be found at www.mnbeef.org/
boardofdirectors.aspx. 

Among the open beef council 
board positions around the state 
is District 8, which includes 
Steele and Waseca counties. 

Farmers and ranchers must 
be certified producers with the 
Minnesota Beef Council to re-
ceive a ballot. To ensure you are 
a certified producer, please con-
tact the Minnesota Beef Council 
via email at info@mnbeef.org or 
by calling 763-479-1011.
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Legal Notices
Foreclosure

Postponement

Foreclosure

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

DATE:  November 9, 2016

YOU ARE NOTIFIED that default 
has occurred in the conditions of the 
following described Mortgage:

INFORMATION REGARDING 
MORTGAGE TO BE FORECLOSED

1.  Date of Mortgage:  December 3, 
2014
2.    Mortgagors:    Community 
Resource Bank
3.  Mortgagees:   Tripp Oil, LLC
4.  Recording Information:  
Recorded on January 9, 2015, as 
Document Number A000400337 (or 
in Book […] of […] Page […]), in the 
Office of the   X County Recorder   
Registrar of Titles of Steele County, 
Minnesota
5.  Assignments of Mortgage, if any: 
Assigned to [insert name of Assignee] 
by written assignment recorded 
on [month/day/year], as Document 
Number […] (or in Book […] of […] 
Page […]), in the recording office 
stated in paragraph 4.  
Further assigned to [insert name of 
Assignee] by written assignment 
recorded on [month/day/year], as 
Document Number […] (or in Book 
[…] of […] Page […]), in the recording 
office stated in paragraph 4. 
For additional assignments of 
Mortgage, provide the relevant 
information below.
[…]

INFORMATION REGARDING 
MORTGAGED PREMISES

6.    Tax parcel identification number 
of the mortgaged premises:    17-
3260104 (Abstract Property)
• Legal description of the mortgaged 
premises: 
All that part of Lot 3, Block 1, 
Matthew’s Northtown Addition, 
Owatonna, Minnesota, described 
as follows:  Beginning at the 
northwest corner of said Lot 3; 
thence S 89 degrees 57’ 14” E, 
assumed bearing, 233.00 feet along 
the North line of said Lot 3; thence 
S 0 degrees 02’ 46” W 198.00 feet; 
thence N 89 degrees 47’ 14” W 
227.47 feet to the West line of said 
Lot 3; thence N 1 degree  33’ 16” W 
198.08 feet to beginning.
Check here if all or part of the 
described real property is Registered 
(Torrens) 
8.    The physical street address, 
city, and zip code of the mortgaged 
premises:    435 26th Street NE, 
Owatonna, MN 55060.

other foreclosure data
9.  The person holding the Mortgage:  
[check one]
is a transaction agent, as defined by 
Minn. Stat. 58.02, subd. 30.
The name(s) of the transaction agent, 
residential mortgage servicer, and the 
lender or broker, as defined in Minn. 
Stat. 58.02, is/are […].
The transaction agent’s mortgage 
identification number, if stated on the 
Mortgage, is […].
X     is not a transaction agent, as 
defined by Minn. Stat. 58.02, subd. 
30.
The name(s) of the residential 
mortgage servicer and the lender or 
broker, as defined in Minn. Stat. 58.02, 
is/are […].
10.  If stated on the Mortgage, the 
name of the mortgage originator, as 
defined in Minn. Stat. 58.02, is […].

INFORMATION REGARDING 
Foreclosure

11.  The requisites of Minn. Stat. 
580.02 have been satisfied.
12.   The original principal amount 
secured by the Mortgage was 
$199,302.51.
13. At the date of this notice the amount 
due on the Mortgage, including taxes, 
if any, paid by the holder of the 
Mortgage, is: $201,616.62.
14.  Pursuant to the power of sale 
in the Mortgage, the Mortgage will 
be foreclosed, and the mortgaged 
premises will be sold by the Sheriff of 
Steele County, Minnesota, at public 
auction on December 29, 2016 at 
10:00 a.m., at 204 East Pearl Street, 
Owatonna, Minnesota 55060.
15.  The time allowed by law for 
redemption by Mortgagor or 
Mortgagor’s personal representatives 
or assigns is Six (6) Months after the 
date of sale.
16. Minn. Stat. 580.04(b) provides, “If 
the real estate is an owner-occupied, 
single-family dwelling, the notice must 
also specify the date on or before 
which the mortgagor must vacate 
the property if the mortgage is not 
reinstated under section 580.30 or 
the property redeemed under section 
580.23.” If this statute applies, the 
time to vacate the property is 11:59 
p.m. on “NOT APPLICABLE”.

THE TIME ALLOWED BY LAW FOR 
REDEMPTION BY THE MORTGAGOR, 
THE MORTGAGOR’S PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES OR ASSIGNS, 
MAY BE REDUCED TO FIVE WEEKS 
IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS ENTERED 
UNDER MINNESOTA STATUTES, 
SECTION 582.032, DETERMINING, 
AMONG OTHER THINGS, THAT 
THE MORTGAGED PREMISES ARE 
IMPROVED WITH A RESIDENTIAL 
DWELLING OF LESS THAN FIVE 
UNITS, ARE NOT PROPERTY USED 
IN AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION, 
AND ARE ABANDONED.

Name and address of Attorney for 
Mortgagee or Mortgage Assignee:
MARTIN & SQUIRES, P.A.
Attn:  John Paul Martin
332 Minnesota Street, Suite W2750
St. Paul, MN 55101

Name of Mortgagee or Mortgage 
Assignee:
Community Resource Bank
1605 Heritage Drive
Northfield, MN 55057

11/15, 11/22, 11/29
12/6, 12/13, 12/20 

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

DATE:  November 9, 2016

YOU ARE NOTIFIED that default 
has occurred in the conditions of the 
following described Mortgage:

INFORMATION REGARDING 
MORTGAGE TO BE FORECLOSED

1.  Date of Mortgage:  April 24, 2014
2.    Mortgagors:    Community 
Resource Bank
3.  Mortgagees:   Tripp Oil, LLC
4.  Recording Information:  
Recorded on April 29, 2014, as 
Document Number A000396801 (or 
in Book […] of […] Page […]), in the 
Office of the   X County Recorder   
Registrar of Titles of Steele County, 
Minnesota
5.  Assignments of Mortgage, if any: 
Assigned to [insert name of Assignee] 
by written assignment recorded 
on [month/day/year], as Document 
Number […] (or in Book […] of […] 
Page […]), in the recording office 
stated in paragraph 4.  

Further assigned to [insert name of 
Assignee] by written assignment 
recorded on [month/day/year], as 
Document Number […] (or in Book 
[…] of […] Page […]), in the recording 
office stated in paragraph 4. 
For additional assignments of 
Mortgage, provide the relevant 
information below.
[…]

INFORMATION REGARDING 
MORTGAGED PREMISES

6.    Tax parcel identification number 
of the mortgaged premises:    17-
3260104 (Abstract Property)
• Legal description of the mortgaged 
premises: 
All that part of Lot 3, Block 1, 
Matthew’s Northtown Addition, 
Owatonna, Minnesota, described 
as follows:  Beginning at the 
northwest corner of said Lot 3; 
thence S 89 degrees 57’ 14” E, 
assumed bearing, 233.00 feet along 
the North line of said Lot 3; thence 
S 0 degrees 02’ 46” W 198.00 feet; 
thence N 89 degrees 47’ 14” W 
227.47 feet to the West line of said 
Lot 3; thence N 1 degree  33’ 16” W 
198.08 feet to beginning.
Check here if all or part of the 
described real property is Registered 
(Torrens) 
8.    The physical street address, 
city, and zip code of the mortgaged 
premises:    435 26th Street NE, 
Owatonna, MN 55060.

other foreclosure data
9.  The person holding the Mortgage:  
[check one]
   is a transaction agent, as defined by 
Minn. Stat. 58.02, subd. 30.
The name(s) of the transaction agent, 
residential mortgage servicer, and the 
lender or broker, as defined in Minn. 
Stat. 58.02, is/are […].
The transaction agent’s mortgage 
identification number, if stated on the 
Mortgage, is […].
X     is not a transaction agent, as 
defined by Minn. Stat. 58.02, subd. 
30.
The name(s) of the residential 
mortgage servicer and the lender or 
broker, as defined in Minn. Stat. 58.02, 
is/are […].
10.  If stated on the Mortgage, the 
name of the mortgage originator, as 
defined in Minn. Stat. 58.02, is […].

INFORMATION REGARDING 
Foreclosure

11.  The requisites of Minn. Stat. 
580.02 have been satisfied.
12.   The original principal amount 
secured by the Mortgage was 
$289,000.00.
13. At the date of this notice the amount 
due on the Mortgage, including taxes, 
if any, paid by the holder of the 
Mortgage, is: $299,674.50.
14.  Pursuant to the power of sale 
in the Mortgage, the Mortgage will 
be foreclosed, and the mortgaged 
premises will be sold by the Sheriff of 
Steele County, Minnesota, at public 
auction on December 29, 2016 at 
10:15 a.m., at 204 East Pearl Street, 
Owatonna, Minnesota 55060.
15.  The time allowed by law for 
redemption by Mortgagor or 
Mortgagor’s personal representatives 
or assigns is Six (6) Months after the 
date of sale.
16. Minn. Stat. 580.04(b) provides, “If 
the real estate is an owner-occupied, 
single-family dwelling, the notice must 
also specify the date on or before 
which the mortgagor must vacate 
the property if the mortgage is not 
reinstated under section 580.30 or 
the property redeemed under section 
580.23.” If this statute applies, the 
time to vacate the property is 11:59 
p.m. on “NOT APPLICABLE”.

THE TIME ALLOWED BY LAW FOR 
REDEMPTION BY THE MORTGAGOR, 
THE MORTGAGOR’S PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES OR ASSIGNS, 
MAY BE REDUCED TO FIVE WEEKS 
IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS ENTERED 
UNDER MINNESOTA STATUTES, 
SECTION 582.032, DETERMINING, 
AMONG OTHER THINGS, THAT 
THE MORTGAGED PREMISES ARE 
IMPROVED WITH A RESIDENTIAL 
DWELLING OF LESS THAN FIVE 
UNITS, ARE NOT PROPERTY USED 
IN AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION, 
AND ARE ABANDONED.

Name and address of Attorney for 
Mortgagee or Mortgage Assignee:
MARTIN & SQUIRES, P.A.
Attn:  John Paul Martin
332 Minnesota Street, Suite W2750
St. Paul, MN 55101

Name of Mortgagee or Mortgage 
Assignee:
Community Resource Bank
1605 Heritage Drive
Northfield, MN 55057

11/15, 11/22, 11/29
12/6, 12/13, 12/20 

Foreclosure

Foreclosure

Summons

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

 
THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION OF 
THE DEBT AND IDENTITY OF THE 
ORIGINAL CREDITOR WITHIN THE 
TIME PROVIDED BY LAW IS NOT 
AFFECTED BY THIS ACTION.
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that 
default has occurred in the conditions 
of the following described mortgage:
 DATE OF MORTGAGE:  March 29, 
2007
 ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL AMOUNT 
OF MORTGAGE:  $384,678.00
 MORTGAGOR(S):  Kevin C. Butler 
and Donna M. Butler, Husband and 
Wife
MORTGAGEE:  Wells Fargo Bank, 
N.A.
LENDER OR BROKER AND 
MORTGAGE ORIGINATOR 
STATED ON THE MORTGAGE:  
Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.
 SERVICER:  Wells Fargo Bank, 
N.A.
DATE AND PLACE OF FILING: 
Filed March 30, 2007, Steele County 
Recorder, as Document Number 
A000348717  
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF 
PROPERTY:
Lot 3, Block 2, North Country 
Addition No. 3.
PROPERTY ADDRESS:  2450 
Briarwood Place NE, Owatonna, MN 
55060
PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER:  17-594-0203
COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY IS 
LOCATED:  Steele
THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO BE 
DUE ON THE MORTGAGE ON 
THE DATE OF THE NOTICE:  
$354,090.75
THAT all pre-foreclosure 
requirements have been complied 
with; that no action or proceeding has 
been instituted at law or otherwise 
to recover the debt secured by said 
mortgage, or any part thereof;
PURSUANT, to the power of sale 
contained in said mortgage, the 
above described property will be 
sold by the Sheriff of said county as 
follows:
DATE AND TIME OF SALE:  January 
13, 2017, 10:00am
PLACE OF SALE:  Sheriff's Main 
Office, Law Enforcement Center, 
204 Pearl Street East, Owatonna, 
MN 55060 to pay the debt secured 
by said mortgage and taxes, if any, 
on said premises and the costs and 
disbursements, including attorneys 
fees allowed by law, subject to 
redemption within 6 months from the 
date of said sale by the mortgagor(s) 
the personal representatives or 
assigns.
TIME AND DATE TO VACATE 
PROPERTY:  If the real estate is 
an owner-occupied, single-family 
dwelling, unless otherwise provided 
by law, the date on or before which 
the mortgagor(s) must vacate the 
property, if the mortgage is not 
reinstated under section 580.30 or 
the property is not redeemed under 
section 580.23, is 11:59 p.m. on July 
13, 2017, or the next business day 
if July 13, 2017 falls on a Saturday, 
Sunday or legal holiday.
 
"THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY 
THE MORTGAGOR, THE 
MORTGAGOR'S PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES OR ASSIGNS, 
MAY BE REDUCED TO FIVE 
WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS 
ENTERED UNDER MINNESOTA 
STATUTES SECTION 582.032 
DETERMINING, AMONG OTHER 
THINGS, THAT THE MORTGAGED 
PREMISES ARE IMPROVED 
WITH A RESIDENTIAL DWELLING 
OF LESS THAN 5 UNITS, ARE 
NOT PROPERTY USED FOR 
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION, 
AND ARE ABANDONED.
 

 Dated: November 14, 2016
 

Wells Fargo Bank,
 N.A.Mortgagee  

SHAPIRO & ZIELKE, LLP
 

BY 
___________________________

Lawrence P. Zielke - 152559
Diane F. Mach - 273788

Melissa L. B. Porter - 0337778
Randolph W. Dawdy - 2160X

Gary J. Evers - 0134764
Tracy J. Halliday - 034610X

Attorneys for Mortgagee
12550 West Frontage Road, 

Suite 200
Burnsville, MN 55337

(952) 831-4060
 

THIS IS A COMMUNICATION 
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR

 
11/22, 11/29, 12/6

12/13, 12/20, 12/27

16-105134

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

 
THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION OF 
THE DEBT AND IDENTITY OF THE 
ORIGINAL CREDITOR WITHIN THE 
TIME PROVIDED BY LAW IS NOT 
AFFECTED BY THIS ACTION.
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, 
that default has occurred in 
the conditions of the following 
described mortgage:
DATE OF MORTGAGE:  May 27, 
2010
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL AMOUNT 
OF MORTGAGE:  $167,638.00
MORTGAGOR(S):  John C. Ress, an 
unmarried man
MORTGAGEE:  Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc.
TRANSACTION AGENT: Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, 
Inc.
MIN#:  100039032239395920

16-104834
 

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

 
THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION OF 
THE DEBT AND IDENTITY OF THE 
ORIGINAL CREDITOR WITHIN THE 
TIME PROVIDED BY LAW IS NOT 
AFFECTED BY THIS ACTION.
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, 
that default has occurred in the 
conditions of the following described 
mortgage:
DATE OF MORTGAGE:  January 8, 
2007
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF 
MORTGAGE:  $103,647.00
MORTGAGOR(S):  Mark E Zvorak 
and Ginger M Zvorak, husband and 
wife
MORTGAGEE:  Wells Fargo Bank, 
N.A.
LENDER OR BROKER AND 
MORTGAGE ORIGINATOR STATED 
ON THE MORTGAGE:  Wells Fargo 
Bank, N.A.
SERVICER:  Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.
DATE AND PLACE OF FILING: Filed 
January 17, 2007, Steele County 
Recorder, as Document Number 
A000347181  
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF 
PROPERTY:
Lot 12 Block 9 Brainerd’s Addition to 
Blooming Prairie
PROPERTY ADDRESS:  141 5th Ave 
SE, Blooming Prairie, MN 55917
PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER:  14-103-0912
COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY IS 

LOCATED:  Steele
THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO BE DUE 
ON THE MORTGAGE ON THE DATE 
OF THE NOTICE:  $96,454.49
THAT all pre-foreclosure 
requirements have been complied 
with; that no action or proceeding has 
been instituted at law or otherwise 
to recover the debt secured by said 
mortgage, or any part thereof;
PURSUANT, to the power of sale 
contained in said mortgage, the 
above described property will be 
sold by the Sheriff of said county as 
follows:
DATE AND TIME OF SALE:  
December 13, 2016, 10:00am
PLACE OF SALE:  Sheriff s Main 
Office Law Enforcement Center, 204 
Pearl Street East, Owatonna, MN 
55060
to pay the debt secured by said 
mortgage and taxes, if any, on 
said premises and the costs and 
disbursements, including attorneys 
fees allowed by law, subject to 
redemption within 6 months from the 
date of said sale by the mortgagor(s) 
the personal representatives or 
assigns.
TIME AND DATE TO VACATE 
PROPERTY:  If the real estate is 
an owner-occupied, single-family 
dwelling, unless otherwise provided 
by law, the date on or before which 
the mortgagor(s) must vacate the 
property, if the mortgage is not 
reinstated under section 580.30 or 
the property is not redeemed under 
section 580.23, is 11:59 p.m. on June 
13, 2017, or the next business day 
if June 13, 2017 falls on a Saturday, 
Sunday or legal holiday.
 
“THE TIME ALLOWED BY LAW 
FOR REDEMPTION BY THE 
MORTGAGOR, THE MORTGAGOR’S 
PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES 
OR ASSIGNS, MAY BE REDUCED 
TO FIVE WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL 
ORDER IS ENTERED UNDER 
MINNESOTA STATUTES SECTION 
582.032 DETERMINING, AMONG 
OTHER THINGS, THAT THE 
MORTGAGED PREMISES ARE 
IMPROVED WITH A RESIDENTIAL 
DWELLING OF LESS THAN 5 UNITS, 
ARE NOT PROPERTY USED FOR 
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION, 
AND ARE ABANDONED.
 

Dated: October 14, 2016
 

Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.
Mortgagee  

 

SHAPIRO & ZIELKE, LLP
 

BY ___________________________
Lawrence P. Zielke - 152559

Diane F. Mach - 273788
Melissa L. B. Porter - 0337778

Randolph W. Dawdy - 2160X
Gary J. Evers - 0134764

Tracy J. Halliday - 034610X
Attorneys for Mortgagee

12550 West Frontage Road, Suite 
200

Burnsville, MN 55337
(952) 831-4060

 
THIS IS A COMMUNICATION 
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR

 
 
NOTICE OF POSTPONEMENT OF 

MORTGAGE
FORECLOSURE SALE

 
The above referenced sale 
scheduled for December 13, 2016, 
at 10:00 AM, has been postponed 
to March 9, 2017, at 10:00 AM, and 
will be held at sheriffs main address 
Law Enforcement Center, 204 Pearl 
Street East, Owatonna, MN 55060.
 
Unless the mortgage is reinstated 
under Minnesota Statute 580.30 
or the property is redeemed 
under Minnesota Statute 580.23 
the property must be vacated by 
September 9, 2017. If this date 
falls on a Saturday, Sunday or legal 
holiday, the date to vacate will be 
the next business day at 11:59 p.m.
 

THIS IS A COMMUNICATION 
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR.

 
Dated: December 13, 2016.
 
Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.
Mortgagee
SHAPIRO & ZIELKE, LLP
 
 
______________________________
Lawrence P. Zielke - 152559
Diane F. Mach - 273788
Melissa L. B. Porter - 0337778
Randolph W. Dawdy - 2160X
Gary J. Evers - 0134764
Tracy J. Halliday - 034610X
12550 West Frontage Road, Suite 
200
Burnsville, MN 55337
(952) 831-4060
16-104834
Attorney for Mortgagee

12/20

LENDER OR BROKER AND 
MORTGAGE ORIGINATOR STATED 
ON THE MORTGAGE:  Quicken 
Loans, Inc.
SERVICER:  Nationstar Mortgage 
LLC
DATE AND PLACE OF FILING: 
Filed May 28, 2010, Steele County 
Recorder, as Document Number 
A000371393
ASSIGNMENTS OF MORTGAGE:  
Assigned to: Nationstar Mortgage 
LLC  
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF 
PROPERTY:
Lot 4, Block 1, Radel’s Francis 
Addition
PROPERTY ADDRESS:  1030 
Hemlock Ln, Owatonna, MN 55060
PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER:  17-437-0104
COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY IS 
LOCATED:  Steele
THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO 
BE DUE ON THE MORTGAGE 
ON THE DATE OF THE NOTICE:  
$155,321.59
THAT all pre-foreclosure 
requirements have been complied 
with; that no action or proceeding 
has been instituted at law or 
otherwise to recover the debt 
secured by said mortgage, or any 
part thereof;
PURSUANT, to the power of sale 
contained in said mortgage, the 
above described property will be 
sold by the Sheriff of said county 
as follows:
DATE AND TIME OF SALE:  
February 10, 2017, 10:00am
PLACE OF SALE:  Sheriff s Main 
Office Law Enforcement Center, 
204 Pearl Street East, Owatonna, 
MN 55060
to pay the debt secured by said 
mortgage and taxes, if any, on 
said premises and the costs 
and disbursements, including 
attorneys fees allowed by law, 
subject to redemption within 6 
months from the date of said sale 
by the mortgagor(s) the personal 
representatives or assigns.
TIME AND DATE TO VACATE 
PROPERTY:  If the real estate 
is an owner-occupied, single-
family dwelling, unless otherwise 
provided by law, the date on or 
before which the mortgagor(s) 
must vacate the property, if the 
mortgage is not reinstated under 
section 580.30 or the property 
is not redeemed under section 
580.23, is 11:59 p.m. on August 10, 
2017, or the next business day if 
August 10, 2017 falls on a Saturday, 
Sunday or legal holiday.
 
“THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION 
BY THE MORTGAGOR, THE 
MORTGAGOR’S PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES OR ASSIGNS, 
MAY BE REDUCED TO FIVE 
WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS 
ENTERED UNDER MINNESOTA 
STATUTES SECTION 582.032 
DETERMINING, AMONG OTHER 
THINGS, THAT THE MORTGAGED 
PREMISES ARE IMPROVED 
WITH A RESIDENTIAL DWELLING 
OF LESS THAN 5 UNITS, ARE 
NOT PROPERTY USED FOR 
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION, 
AND ARE ABANDONED.
 
 

Dated: December 15, 2016
 

Nationstar Mortgage LLC
Assignee of Mortgagee  

 
SHAPIRO & ZIELKE, LLP

 
BY ___________________________

Lawrence P. Zielke - 152559
Diane F. Mach - 273788

Melissa L. B. Porter - 0337778
Randolph W. Dawdy - 2160X

Gary J. Evers - 0134764
Tracy J. Halliday - 034610X

Attorneys for Mortgagee
12550 West Frontage Road, Suite 

200
Burnsville, MN 55337

(952) 831-4060
 

THIS IS A COMMUNICATION 
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR

 

12/20,12/27,1/3
1/10,1/17,1/24

Steele County Commissioner’s Synopsis for 11/29/2016
Complete minutes can be viewed on the Steele County Website.

Meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m. Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
• Glynn/Huntington to approve the agenda.  Ayes all.
2. Huntington/Schultz to approve the consent agenda items.  Ayes all.
• Approve the Listing of Bills.
• Approve Personnel Report
• Brady/Huntington to approve the minutes of November 15, 2016 with 
changes.  Ayes all.
• Glynn/Huntington offered a Resolution to accept a donation of $150 from 
the Faribault Foundation for Project Lifesaver.  Upon the vote being taken, 5 
Commissioners voted in favor thereof, none absent and not voting.  A copy 
of the Resolution is on file in the Auditor’s office.
• Huntington/Schultz to authorize signatures on the Final Plat for Opportunity 
Drive.
• Schultz/Brady to set the hearing for the Highway & Bridge Capital 
Improvement Plan for January 24, 2017 at 5:45 p.m.  Ayes all.  
• Huntington/Brady offered a Resolution to authorize the Chairman to sign 
the Memorandum of Agreement for the Cannon and Cedar River Watershed 
Plans. Upon the vote being taken, 5 Commissioners voted in favor thereof, 
none absent and not voting.  A copy of the Resolution is on file in the 
Auditor’s office.
• Brady/Glynn to extend the current forbearance agreement for six 
months with no changes in the agreement.  Upon the vote being taken 4 
Commissioners voted in favor thereof, Commissioner Huntington voting 
against.
• Schultz/Huntington offered a Resolution authorizing signatures for the 
Bylaws and Articles of Incorporation for the South Central Human Relations 
Center. Upon the vote being taken, 5 Commissioners voted in favor thereof, 
none absent and not voting.  A copy of the Resolution is on file in the 
Auditor’s office.
• Huntington/Glynn to deny the request for the PR16-024 Access Variance 
request –CSAH 4 for Eric
Hansen in Lemond township. Ayes all.
•  Schultz/Huntington to approve PR16-029 Access Variance Request CSAH 
49 for Kevin O’Connor to eliminate two nonconforming access points and 
provide for one new nonconforming access point to provide reasonable 
access to the property in Medford township.  Ayes all.
• Year to Date Budget Performance Report was given by Cathy Piepho.

LISTING OF BILLS
11/29/2016

Amazon					     5,422.88
A’viands LLC				    9,336.45
All Systems Installation Inc		                57,979.00
Christine Bluhm				    3,156.25
C V S – SMART Transit			   5,000.00
Dakota County Financial Svc		                   8,118.85
Erickson Engineering Co LLC		                  12,109.46      		
Evergreen Land Services			     8,329.50		  
Jones Haugh & Smith Inc			     3,342.35
Local Government Information Systems		  27,262.00
Mayo Clinic				      8,068.00
MEI Total Elevator Solutions			     2,635.00
Motorola Solutions Inc	    		    4,342.47
Rice County Solid Waste Dept		  	   2,356.66
Rocon Inc				     	   3,380.00
Short Elliot Hendrickson Inc			     4,914.89		
Steele County Treasurer			     9,323.49
Stonebrooke Engineering Inc			   24,057.70
Waste Management of WI-MN			  50,320.77
110 Warrants under $2,000			   39,565.89
  
			   Total:		  289,021.61	
		             	           
Motion by Commissioner Glynn, seconded by Commissioner Huntington to 
adjourn to the Call of the Chair at 6:17 p.m.  Ayes all.
							     
______________________________
	 CHAIRMAN

ATTEST: __________________________     
                AUDITOR

12/20

Public Notice
NOTICE OF FILING 

WESTFIELD TOWNSHIP
Notice is hereby given to the citizens of Westfield Township that affidavits of candidacy 
may be filed with John Fouarge Township Clerk at his home starting January 2nd 2017 
and Closing January 16th at 5p.m.  for the office one one Supervisor for a three year 
term and one Treasurer for a two year term and one clerk for a one year term.
Given under my hand this 16th day of December 2016

John Fouarge ( Clerk )
Westfield Township 
C/O 75020 118th Ave
Blooming Prairie , MN 55917
         12/21,12/8
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CLUES ACROSS
    1. Nonsense (slang)
  5. Military leader 

(abbr.)
  9. Removes
11. Streamed
13. Inner ear cavity
15. Where to go after 

high school
16. Olympics host
17. A day to remember 

fallen soldiers
19. Forearm bone
21. Bypass surgery pio-

neer F. Mason __
22. Judo garments
23. Gentlemen
25. Large wrestler
26. Large integer
27. Makes a soft sound
29. Some claim to have 

six
31. Sunfish
33. Clan
34. A form of comedy
36. Defy
38. More (Spanish)
39. Sixteen ounces
41. Adventure story
43. Liquid distilled from 

wood or coal
44. Michigan ghost town
46. Fond of
48. Pearl Jam frontman
52. Clothes
53. Flinches
54. Giving the axe

56. Where planes are kept
57. Intervals
58. Plant’s unit of reproduction
59. Equips

 CLUES DOWN
  1. Cooks by exposure to direct 

heat

  2. Using few words
  3. Wood
  4. Steer
  5. Soft drink
  6. Consider
  7. Clears from a river
  8. Claim again

  9. Beige
10. Witnesses
11. Spiked
12. Partidge actor Susan 

and Marmaduke director 
Tom

14. __ and Andy, TV 
show

15. Fraiche and de Men-
the are two

18. Burden
20. Olfactory properties
24. Carbon particles
26. Set of four
28. A sweater pulled 

over the head
30. Relaxing places
32. Gets up
34. Canned fish
35. __ Blyton, children’s 

author
37. A conceited and self-

centered person
38. Fine-textured cotton 

fabric
40. Turner and Kennedy
42. Repents
43. Smartphones, tab-

lets, etc.
45. A way to garner
47. Eat them for break-

fast
49. Former Tigers third 

baseman Brandon
50. Oh, God!
51. Canadian flyers
55. One legged Chinese 

mythological demon

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspaper). 
At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to each 
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GRIEF 
  RELIEF

Direction with 
dignity from 
Michaelson 

Funeral Home 
in Owatonna. 

Cory Michaelson

What is grief like? Grief is like a series 
of waves that come and go, feelings 
that vary in intensity over a long 
period of time as we are constantly 
reminded of changes that result from 
the death of our loved one. We need 
to take time to face our emotions and 
feelings. Then make careful plans for 
our new lives without the deceased. 
Our feelings and grief may seem 
unpredictable and confused at times, 
but that is perfectly normal. 

Annual health exams are a key 
component of maintaining a healthy 
lifestyle. A person may not see the need 
to visit the doctor if he or she is feeling 
well, but not every disease or condition 
manifests itself in a way that men and 
women can detect. According the Unity 
Point Clinic, nearly one-third of the 133 
million Americans living with a chronic 
disease are unaware of the presence of 
their conditions. Routine physical exams 
can detect serious illnesses before they do 
much damage.

No two physical exams will be exactly 
alike, but many will share some general 
features.

Health history
A crucial element of a physical exam 

will include a thorough health history if 
the physician doesn’t already have one 
on file. The doctor will take time to ask 
questions about family history of illness, 
health habits, any vices (smoking, drinking 
alcohol, etc.), exercise schedule, and diet. 
If there is a possible hereditary health 
condition running through your family, 
the doctor may suggest certain testing and 
make note of potential signs to look for in 
the future.

Current ailments
After discussing a patient’s history, the 

doctor may ask if they are having any 
problems they cannot explain. These can 
include changes in eating or sleeping 
patterns; aches and pains; lumps or 
bumps and other abnormalities. Again, the 
presence of symptoms may be indicative 
of illness or physical changes, but not all 
diseases produce obvious symptoms.

Vital signs
A doctor will check a patient’s vital 

signs during the physical. Areas the doctor 
will look at include but are not limited to:

• Heart rate: This measures the speed 
at which the heart is pumping. Normal 
resting heart rate values range from 60 to 
100 beats per minute.

• Blood pressure: A blood pressure 
cuff (sphygmomanometer) will measure 
systolic and diastolic pressure. Systolic 
pressure measures the force with which the 
blood is pushing through the arteries. The 
diastolic blood pressure is the pressure in 
the arteries between beats, when the heart 
rests. The systolic (top number) should be 
below 120, while the bottom should be 
less than 80, according to the Mayo Clinic. 

• Respiration rate: The doctor will 
measure the number of breaths taken in a 
minute. WebMD says between 12 and 16 
breaths per minute is normal for a healthy 
adult. Breathing more than 20 times per 
minute can suggest heart or lung problems.

• Pulse oximetry: Johns Hopkins School 
of Medicine says pulse oximetry is a test 
used to measure the oxygen level (oxygen 
saturation) of the blood. It is a measure of 
how well oxygen is being sent to the parts 
of your body furthest from your heart. 
Normal pulse oximeter readings usually 
range from 95 to 100 percent. Values under 
90 percent are considered low.

Physical exam
The examination will also include 

physical components. The doctor will 
perform a visual inspection of the skin 
and body for any abnormalities, such as 
the presence of skin cancer. The physician 
may feel the abdomen to check that 
internal organs are not distended. Females’ 
physical examinations may include breast 
and pelvic exams.

Comprehensive testing
In addition to the exam at the office, the 

physical may include an electrocardiogram, 
or EKG, to check electrical activity of the 
heart; blood count and cholesterol checks 
through bloodwork; body mass index 
testing; X-rays or MRIs and bone-density 
tests.

Physical exams remain an important part 
of staying healthy. Consult with a doctor 
for more preventative maintenance tips.

The importance of 
annual health exams
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3-WEEK SPECIAL: $30
BUY TWO WEEKS, GET THE THIRD FREE
UP TO 20 WORDS; 10¢ FOR EACH WORD AFTER

REACH OVER 17,000 IN 
OVER 12 COMMUNITIES

Classifieds
FOR SALE REAL ESTATE AUTO

To place an ad: Call: 507-583-4431, E-mail: bptimes@frontiernet.net, Mail: P.O. Box 247, Blooming Prairie, MN 55917

Cleary Building Corp.

MINI STORAGE
New Building

Large Units Now Available

10 x 24....$70.00/month

Weekday hours:
8-12:00 & 1-5 p.m.

Saturday hours:
8-12:00

Excellent Location
At Cleary Building Corp.

702 7th St. Circle SE
Kasson, MN

(507)634-664035
tf

c

COMPLETE CARS & TRUCKS
We pay up to $100. Pick up available.

AU
TO

S WANTED
Dead

or
Alive

WE 
ACCEPT

USED

McNeilus Auto Parts
507-374-6392

Serving Your Buying 

and Selling Needs! 

BOBREMKER 
ex 

507-363-9275 Cell 
bremker@gmail.com 

Be at the INDEPENDENT
D O D G E  C O U N T Y

online!
Be there 

or 
be Square!

Subscribe Today!
www.steeledodgenews.com

or call
507-634-7503

121 W. Main St., Kasson
Facebook

become a fan 
of the

Dodge County 
Independent 

today and be the 
Fifirst 

to Find out 
what’s going on 

in Dodge!
634-7503

CDL driver over the road dryer van. 
Driver benefits included. Paid holidays, 
vacation pay, and 401K health plan.

Krueger Trucking
Austin, MN
1-800-634-3317

INDEPENDENT
D O D G E  C O U N T Y

FIND THE 
CLASSIFIEDS 
RIGHT AT YOUR 

FINGERTIPS 
ONLINE AT 

STEELDODGENEWS.COM

AD
va

nt
ag

e
S

T
E

E
L

E
 -
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O

D
G

E

CAREER 
OPPORTUNITY

Please send resume to: 
bpannie@frontier.com or call 507-319-1549

Inside Sales
A fast growing weekly newspaper and shopper 
in Dodge County is looking for an aggressive 
inside salesperson to take the newspaper and 
shopper to new heights. In addition to our 
regular newspaper, we publish 20+ special tabs 
each year with high sales volume. 

The candidates must be committed to achieving 
sales goals, being a teamplayer, creative, must 
be willing to be coached, trained, have a great 
personality and want to be successful. 

We are looking for someone who is not afraid to 
sell, who is eager and willing to learn and who is 
highly motivated to service customers and help 
the customers grow their business.

Responsibilities and Qualifications include:
• Provide superior customer service
• Achieve sales goals
• Successful candidate will be well-organized      
and motivated
• Must be creative and detail oriented
• Willingness to take on new projects
• Excellent telephone communication 

This position is part-time and can lead into full-
time. We provide base PLUS commission.

 We will train the right person for this position.

Fourth Avenue Homes, Inc. (FAHI)
Rochester and Mantorville Locations

We are dedicated to delivering quality care and services 
within our homes. This is where you can come in to help make a 

difference in someone’s life while enjoying the work you do.

FAHI is seeking applicants for full-time and part-time positions. 
Positions require every other weekend. Shifts generally are 

AM (7a-3p), PM (3p-11p) and Overnights (11p-7a). EOE

Please apply online at 
www.divinehouse.org/fourth-ave/ 

then click on the orange 
“Employment” box

For additional information call 
Kayla (320) (507)316-5231

Kasson-Mantorville Schools

Please complete an application on-line at
 www.komets.k12.mn.us 

and include a resume, application letter, 
and reference letters.

have the following positions available immediately:
Title I Paraprofessional 

Special Education Paraprofessional 
ECSE Paraprofessional

1c

Kasson-Mantorville High School

Please complete an application on-line at
 www.komets.k12.mn.us 

and include 
a resume, application letter, 

transcripts and reference letters.

is seeking a
Special Education (DCD) teacher

beginning January 25, 2017.

1c

Apply online at caseys.com for the 
Mantorville location

Casey’s General Store is currently seeking a part-time 
donut maker.  Flexible schedule Mon. - Fri. 3 a.m. - 9 

a.m., Sat. and Sun. 4 a.m. to 9 a.m., hours can be flexible. Prior 
food preparation experience helpful, but not required. Offering a 
competitive starting wage, paid training, 1/2 price meals, free 
fountain drinks and much more.  EOE.

Donut Maker

1-
2 

c

Dodge Center
Full time 

Positions Available

Monday-Friday
Warehouse Support

Drivers License Required.
Must be 18 years old.

Apply online at 
Fastenal.com

Career opportunities available.

1-
2c

PRAIRIE RIVER HOME CARE, INC. (PRHC)
is a growing Medicare Certified Home Care Agency that provides 1:1 

care to clients within the comfort of their own homes.  
Now Hiring Full-Time, Part-Time and Casual!

• Homemaker/Companion
• Certified Nursing Assistants
• Private Duty Nurses (RN & LPN)
• Visit Nurses (RN & LPN)

Apply online: www.prhomecare.com/careers
EOE/Drug Free Workplace • 1-844-723-5320

Recruiting@prhomecare.com

                                     Week of December 18, 2016             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

CDL A DRIVERS 
$7,500 sign-on-bonus. Medical ben-
efi ts on day 1 & earn $65k+ in your 
fi rst year!!! Guaranteed pay. Profi t 
sharing, 401k with company match & 
more! Email mnhr@mclaneco.com
or call Kalen now! 262/504-1617

THAT FURNITURE OUTLET 
(A+ BBB rating) Minnesota’s #1 Fur-
niture Outlet. High Quality. Tremen-
dous Selection. Exceptional Prices. 
Most Items in Stock. Call for Pickup 
Availability Before Christmas. 7427 
Washington Ave South, Edina. 
www.thatfurniture.net 952/808-8876

DRIVE WITH UBER 
No experience is required, but you’ll 
need a Smartphone. It’s fun and easy. For 
more information, call: 800/912-3649

DONATE YOUR CAR 
truck or boat to Heritage For The Blind. 
Free 3-day vac., tax deductible, free towing, 
all paperwork taken care of 800/439-1735

GOT KNEE PAIN? 
Back Pain? Shoulder Pain? Get a 
pain-relieving brace - little or no 
cost to you. Medicare patients call 
health hotline now! 800/755-6807

DISH TV – BEST DEAL EVER! 
Only $39.99/mo. Plus $14.99/mo In-
ternet (where avail.) Free Stream-
ing. Free Install (up to 6 rooms.) 
Free HD-DVR. Call 800/297-8706

STOP OVERPAYING 
FOR YOUR PRESCRIPTIONS! 

Save up to 93%! Call our licensed 
Canadian and International phar-
macy service to compare prices and 
get $15.00 off your fi rst prescription 
and free shipping. Call 800/259-1096

MISCELLANEOUSHELP WANTED - DRIVERS

MISCELLANEOUS

FURNITURE 3 col. x 3.5 inches
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PT help milking cows 
during week and part of 
weekend, milk in parlor. 
Contact 634-4308 51-1c

EMPLOYMENT

Apartments for rent, 1, 2 & 3 
BR, gas & elec. Included. 507-
273-7386. 50-1p, 2tfc
Prime office spaces for rent 
on Main Street, Kasson. High 
traffic location. Call 634-4307 
for more information. 37tfc
Hayfield, 1 br apt, laundry on-
site, off street parking, heat in-
cluded, must be 62+ or handi-
capped/disabled, rent based on 
income, Equal Housing Oppor-
tunity, Call 507-477-2316 42tfc
Blood Clot patients, if you 
have experienced any serious 
problems with an IVC filter, 
call 507-201-8964 to speak 
with a lawyer. You may be 
entitled to compensation. tfc
DODGE CENTER, one bed-
room apt. in tri-plex, water, 
heat, stove and refrigerator 
furnished, non smokers, no 
pets, $550 deposit and $550 
rent. 507-374-6747 41tfc
KASSON, 1 br apt, laundry 
on-site, off street parking, heat 
included, must be 62+ or handi-
capped/disabled, rent based on 
income, equal housing oppor-
tunity, call 507-634-4188. 42tfc
Large 3 bdrm. apt., Kasson, 
$975/mo., NP, NS, avail. im-
med., ref. required. Pat 507-
319-6762. 51tfc

FOR RENT

FOR SALE
If you or a loved one have 
taken Xarelto and suffered 
any serious side effects, call 
507-573-4430 to speak with 
a lawyer. You may be en-
titled to compensation. tfc
GRAB AND GO BOKAYS for 
$9.99. Free Delivery, in town, 
Owatonna. Call for delivery 
507-451-7673. cedarfloralde-
signstudio.com email: cedar-
floral.com The right arrange-
ment for all occasions. 1tfc
Firewood, mostly oak, split 
and dry. You load and haul. 
$125 per pickup load. 507-
684-9418. 52-2c
For Sale- HP 2800 Inkjet. 
Business Color Printer $ 150 
OBO Call 507-634-7503 52tfc
Mobile homes for sale. 1987 
Friendship 2 BR, BA, CA, all 
kitchen appl. included, new-
ly remodeled, located at 322 
Country View $17,900. 1997 
Liberty, 16’x80’, all kitchen 
appliances, CA, 3BR, 2BA, 
$29,900. 2008 Shult 16’x80’ 
all kitchen appliances, CA, 
$38,900. Call Frank or Terry 
at 507-634-7868 or 507-696-
8325.  52-2c

SERVICES
HAMM’S WELDING - All 
types, aluminum, stainless 
steel, cast iron, fabrication 
work and repairs. HAMM’S 
WELDING, 528-2524, rural 
Claremont. 9tfc
Dodge County Printing, wed-
ding invitations, bumper stick-
ers, graduation invitations, 
pens, can holders, letter-
heads, envelopes, business 
cards, carbon-less forms, 
computer stationery. Ask 
about other items available, 
507-634-2661. 33tfp
Have you taken Invoka-
na and suffered any seri-
ous side effects? Call 507-
573-4551 to speak with a 
lawyer. You may be enti-
tled to compensation. .tfc

WANTED
Crop land to rent. Young 
farmer looking to expand 
existing corn and soybean 
operation in Hayfield and 
surrounding area, call David 
Stanton, 507-951-0915 38tfc

STUDENT 
EMPLOYMENT

College student looking for 
work over Winter Break! 
Snow removal, junk re-
moval, and any sort of odd 
jobs. Many years expe-
rience and work you can 
trust! Please call/text Ryan 
@ 507-259-2860. 50-4p

LOST & FOUND
Keys found in front of 121 
W Main St. Kasson Call 
634-7503 to identify. 52tfc



Police blotter
Steele County

Dec. 9
Theft. Officer took theft reports 

in the 600 block of 15th St. NE at 
3:36 p.m. and in the 2100 block of 
Bridge St. W. at 5:07 p.m. 

Domestic. Police responded to 
a domestic disturbance in the 100 
block of McKinley St. E. at 3:40 
p.m. 

Hit and Run. At 3:56 p.m., a hit 
and run crash resulting in property 
damage occurred in the 100 block 
of Mill St. W. 

Dec. 10
Thefts. Police received theft 

reports from the 100 block of 
Selby Ave. SW at 10:44 a.m. and 
the 800 block of School St. E. at 
11:26 a.m.

Vandalism. Property damage 
was reported in the 2200 block of 
Cedar Ave. N. at 2:09 p.m. 

Dec. 11
Child Protection. Police took a 

child protection report in the 300 
block of Pine Ave. NE at 11:36 
a.m. 

Crashes. Officers responded 
to four motor vehicle accidents 
resulting in property damage 
throughout the day. 

Dec. 12
Domestic. At 2:01 a.m., police 

responded to a domestic distur-
bance in the 500 block of 18th St. 
SE. They arrested a subject at the 
scene. 

Medical. Police responded to 
a medical emergency in the 1200 
block of Frontage Rd. W. at 7:56 
a.m. 

Juvenile. Officers received a 
juvenile complaint from the 300 
block of Grove Ave. S. at 9:31 
a.m. 

Shoplifting. Officer issued a 
shoplifting citation in the 1100 
block of Frontage Rd. W. at 2:11 
p.m. 

Hit and Run. A hit and run crash 
resulting in property damage oc-
curred in the 1100 block of Front-
age Rd. W. at 6:44 p.m. 

Dec. 13
Theft. Officer took a theft re-

port in the 2200 block of 30th St. 

NW at 1:50 p.m. 

Shoplifting. Shoplifting inci-
dents occurred in the 1100 block 
of Frontage Rd. W. at 7:58 p.m. 
and in the 300 block of Park Dr. 
NW at 8:21 p.m. 

Dec. 14
Assault. Officers responded 

to an assault in the 300 block of 
Grove Ave. S. at 11:34 a.m. 

Crash. Paramedics and officers
responded to a motor vehicle acci-
dent with injuries in the 100 block 
of 22nd St. NW at 3:48 p.m. 

Arrest. Officer arrested a sub-
ject in the 200 block of Pearl St. 
E. at 4:10 p.m. 

Steele County
Court news

The following case was heard 
in Steele County District Court 
the week of Dec. 5 with Judge Jo-
seph A. Bueltel presiding: 

Sarah M. Dillon, 38, Owatonna, 
previously appeared and was con-
victed of felony aid and abet felon 
in possession of a firearm and 
misdemeanor falsely reporting 
crime. Dillon was sentenced to 
$181 and 60 months in Shakopee 
State Prison and 30 days in county 
jail. 

Abdullahi A. Noor, 29, Minne-
apolis, previously appeared and 
was convicted of felony DWI-re-
fusal to submit to test. The defen-
dant was sentenced to $381, 180 
days in county jail, chemical de-
pendency evaluation, no alcohol 
or controlled substance use, do 
not enter liquor establishments, 
attend MADD impact panel, al-
cohol monitor, no possession of 
firearms, 50 hours of community 
service and 7 years of supervised 
probation. 

Daniel M. Rangel, 36, Owaton-
na, previously appeared and was 
convicted of felony stalking. He 
was sentenced to $581, 90 days in 
county jail, no possession of fir -
arms, obtain permission to leave 
the state, domestic abuse evalua-
tion, no contact with victim, no al-
cohol or controlled substance use, 
do not enter liquor establishments, 
domestic no contact, 100 hours of 
community service and 5 years of 
supervised probation. 

Edward H. Schaus, 76, St. 
Peter, previously appeared and 
was convicted of felony theft by 
swindle. Schaus was sentenced to 
$10,198.01, no possession of fir -
arms, obtain permission to leave 
the state, no alcohol or controlled 
substance use and 10 years of su-
pervised probation. 

Trace M. Stanley, 19, Owa-
tonna, previously appeared and 
was convicted of felony aid and 
abet possession of stolen property, 
gross misdemeanor burglary and 
misdemeanors assault and viola-
tion of restraining order. The de-
fendant was sentenced to $381, 
90 days in county jail, chemical 
dependency evaluation, no alco-
hol or controlled substance use, 
cognitive skill training, no contact 
with co-defendant, maintain em-
ployment, no possession of fir -
arms, no contact with victim, 100 
hours of community service and 5 
years of supervised probation. 

The following case was heard 
in Steele County District Court 
the week of Dec. 5 with Judge 
Karen R. Duncan presiding: 

Jordan D. Lindeman, 19, Owa-
tonna, previously appeared and 
was convicted of felony burglary. 
He was sentenced to $1,081, 123 
days in county jail, chemical de-
pendency evaluation, no alcohol 
or controlled substance use, cog-
nitive skill training, no possession 
of firearms, obtain permission to 
leave the state, obtain GED and 5 
years of supervised probation. 

The following misdemeanors 
and petty misdemeanors were 
heard in Steele County District 
Court the week of Dec. 5 – 9: 

Blooming Prairie
Police Department
Richard Grinan, 25, Blooming 

Prairie, expired tabs, $111; Me 
Reh, 22, St. Paul, revoked license, 
$281.

MN Dept. of 
Natural Resources	
Kendrick S. Steuck, 21, Owa-

tonna, take migratory birds in 
closed hours, $131. 

MN State Patrol
Rochester
Farhan M. Abdi, 21, Owatonna, 

speeding and permit violation, 
$181; Drew D. Alderman, 19, 
Grantsburg, WI, speeding, $121; 
Patrick R. Batin, 54, Plymouth, 
speeding, $121; Zachary J. Ben-
son, 28, Farmington, expired reg-
istration, $111; Hailey A. Black, 
19, Shinglehouse, PA, speeding, 
$121; Benjamin J. Bogart, 20, 
Edina, speeding, $121; Can Chen, 
32, Pembroke Pines, FL, speed-
ing, $221; Derek A. Clement, 20, 
Owatonna, speeding, $100; 

Evan W. Clifford, 18, Mor-
ristown, speeding, $281; Kassa 
B. Dadhi, 59, St. Paul, speed-
ing, $131; Mathew T. Delfs, 29, 
Burnsville, speeding, $131; Greg-
ory A. Flores, 25, Houston, TX, 
speeding, $131; 

Lonnie L. Harris, 35, St. Paul, 
speeding, no license and revoked 
license, $431; Alejandro Hernan-
dez, 52, Wells, seat belt, $106; 
Alvin Hernandez, 44, Albert Lea, 
speeding, $121; Larry J. Hill, 
65, Peoria, IL, speeding, $141; 
Gordon G. Hofmann, 56, Welch, 
husbandry violation, $131; Alex 
M. Huerta, 23, Faribault, speed-
ing and no license, $241; Jennifer 
J. Husby, 32, Tea, SD, speeding, 
$121; 

Gregory D. Idso, 30, New 
Richland, revoked license and 
no insurance, $481; Alexan-
der K. Krumins, 28, Waukesha, 
WI, speeding, $131; Frederick 
N. Lumeh, 52, Des Moines, IA, 
speeding, $221; Zulema P. Ma-
cias, 45, Owatonna, no license, 
$181; Shawn M. Miller, 28, Albert 
Lea, revoked license and no child 
passenger restraint system, $331; 
Vernetha M. Miller, 52, Albert 
Lea, revoked license, $281; 

Michelle A. Nelsen, 41, Adams, 
speeding, $121; Hanh T. Nguyen, 
35, Shoreview, speeding, $131; 
Michael M. Nutt, 51, Robins, 
IA, speeding, $121; Jeremy A. 
Olmsted, 20, Austin, speeding, 
$121; Daniel T. Otero, 28, New 
Prague, speeding, $381; Joseph 
W. Pritchard, 52, Clear Lake, IA, 
speeding, $131; Mark G. Pro-
chaska, 64, Edina, move over law 
violation, $131; Celika Segovia 
Cantu, 23, Eagle Pass, TX, no li-
cense, $181; 

Laura A. Shaffer, 53, St. Paul, 
speeding, $121; Charles R. Son-
nek, 62, Lacrescent, speeding, 
$121; Timothy P. Stohl, 52, Owa-
tonna, speeding, $121; Denasha R. 
Sutton, 20, Owatonna, speeding 
and expired license, $321; Jamee 
P. Tuttle, 50, Excelsior, speeding, 
$141; Zachary E. Weichert, 20, 
Janesville, expired registration, 
$111; Paul E. Woodard, 83, Wau-
kee, IA, unsafe lane usage, $131. 

Owatonna Police
Department
Tiesha Allen, 31, Owatonna, no 

license, $131; Marco A. Alquici-
ra, 44, Albert Lea, cancelled li-
cense, $131; Jose E. Colmenero, 
34, Owatonna, DWI, $381, attend 
MADD impact panel and 1 year 
of supervised probation; Vicky 
S. Fielding, 42, Austin, cancelled 
license, $181 and 1 year of unsu-
pervised probation; 

Julie A. Flicek, 44, Owatonna, 
controlled substance crime, theft 
and offering forged check, stay 
of adjudication, $131, 30 days in 
county jail, chemical dependency 
evaluation, no alcohol or con-
trolled substance use, do not en-
ter liquor establishments, mental 
health evaluation, no possession 
of firear s, 184 hours of commu-
nity service and 3 years of super-
vised probation; Riley J. Forcelle, 
18, Owatonna, revoked license, 
$281; Hannah L. Forsberg, 29, 
theft, $181; Joyce A. Frye, 20, 
Waseca, theft, $381 and 1 year of 
unsupervised probation; James L. 
Goskeson, 65, Owatonna, no li-
cense, $181; Reese W. Hageman, 
31, Blooming Prairie, failure to 
yield, $131; Yussuf A. Hassan, 31, 
Owatonna, seat belt, $106; 

Jeffrey J. Hodges, 47, Owaton-
na, DWI, $381, Substance Abuse 
Subtle Screening Inventory, at-
tend MADD impact panel and 
1 year of supervised probation; 
Dylan D. Kelly, 19, Litchfield  
theft, $946.11 and 90 days in 
county jail; Abigail E. King, 21, 
Faribault, revoked license, $281; 
Brian D. Louks, 31, Claremont, 
expired tabs, $111; 

Rachel A. Madson, 40, Owa-
tonna, suspended license, $281; 
Charles D. Mayfield, 57, Owa-
tonna, no front plate, $111; Denise 
K. Miller, 56, Owatonna, expired 
tabs, $111; Matthew T. Pates, 31, 
Owatonna, revoked license, $131; 
Lucia E. Porras, 27, Owatonna, 
suspended license, $281; Brianna 

L. Rentmeester, 18, Owatonna, 
seat belt, $106; Candy L. Wun-
derlich, 55, Owatonna, suspend-
ed license, $281; Cheng Xiong, 
22, false name, $381, 30 days in 
county jail and 1 year of super-
vised probation; Tyler K. Yentsch, 
23, Duluth, speeding, $131. 

Steele County
Sheriff’s Offic
Zachary D. Allard, 19, Owaton-

na, lights violation, $131; Corey 
M. Anderson, 39, Waseca, no in-
surance, $281; Jose M. Arriga, 44, 
Owatonna, revoked license, $281; 
Heidi L. Barstad, 42, Waseca, 
speeding, $121; Mark E. Beierle, 
30, Rochester, speeding, $121; 
Nicholas W. Boy, 35, Welch, 
speeding, $121; 

John B. Frank, 35, Owatonna, 
DWI, $581, 30 days in county 
jail, chemical dependency evalu-
ation, no alcohol or controlled 
substance use, do not enter liquor 
establishments, alcohol monitor 
and 2 years of supervised proba-
tion; Cesar Gallo, 23, Claremont, 
no license, speeding and no insur-
ance, $441; 

Ritlu Gaxiola, 34, Owatonna, 
suspended license, $281; Shane 
G. Johnson, 38, Cold Springs, 
speeding and no insurance, $321; 
Olevia G. Kanah, 38, Brooklyn 
Park, speeding, $121; Garrett D. 
Larson, 21, Waseca, speeding, 
$121; Andrew C. Miller, 36, Owa-
tonna, speeding, $141; 

Shannon M. Montanye, 33, 
Hollandale, speeding, $141; 
Duyen B. Nguyen, 19, Fairmont, 
suspended license and speeding, 
$341; Dudley E. Otto, 76, Owa-
tonna, careless driving, $181 and 
1 year of unsupervised probation; 
Sonja B. Riemenschneider, 28, St. 
Paul, speeding, $101; 

Gina C. Schaefer, 17, Blooming 
Prairie, speeding, $141; Douglas 
D. Schieffer, 42, Webster, speed-
ing, $121; Christopher M. Spin-
ler, 35, Blooming Prairie, speed-
ing, $121; Paige M. Stewart, 20, 
speeding, $121; Travis J. Troska, 
37, no insurance and revoked li-
cense, $481; Anthony E. Wadley, 
41, Owatonna, revoked license, 
$281; Jane N. Wood, 64, Farib-
ault, speeding; Bradley D. Wright, 
44, New Richland, speeding, 
$121. 
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The
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Network
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Get An Extra $15 Off & Free Shipping 
On Your 1st Order!
Call the number below and save an additional $15 plus get free shipping 
on your fi rst prescription order with Canada Drug Center. Expires 
December 31, 2016. Offer is valid for prescription orders only and can 

not be used in conjunction with any other offers. Valid for new customers only. One time use per 
household. Use code 15FREE to receive this special offer.

Are You Still 
Paying Too Much For 
Your Medications?
You can save up to 97% when you fi ll 
your prescriptions with our Canadian 
and International prescription service.

Please note that we do not carry controlled substances and a valid prescription 
is required for all prescription medication orders.

Use of these services is subject to the Terms of Use and accompanying policies at www.canadadrugcenter.com.

Get an extra 

$15 off
plus 

FREE SHIPPING

Call Now: 800-259-1096

Call Now! 800-259-1096

ViagraTM    $2011.91
Typical US Brand Price for  100mg x 40

vs Sildenafi l*      
$136.00

Generic Price for 100mg x 40

Rosuvastatin* 
$78.30

Our Price

Generic equivalent of CrestorTM

Generic price for for 20mg x 90

CrestorTM 
$794.70

Their Price

Typical US Brand Price
 for 20mg x 90

• Joseph Rodriguez – theft by check - $1,000 bail
• Prudencio Rodriguez – traffic - $2,000 ba
• Jose Roman – DWI - $6,000 bail
• Justo Roman – DWI - $12,000 bail
• Jose Rosales – criminal sexual conduct – no bail
• Brandon Rose – theft - $100 bail
• Rodney Ross – theft – no bail
• Amber Rubitschung – theft - $500 bail
• James Russell – no insurance - $1,000 bail
• Anthony Russo – assault - $10,000 bail

• Ramiro Salinas – DWI – no bail
• Miguel Sambrano – DWI - $2,000 bail
• Gilberto Sanchez – DWI - $12,000 bail
• Jorge Sanchez – theft, shoplifting - $100 bail
• Maria Sanchez – theft - $500 bail
• Roberto Sanchez – criminal sexual conduct – no bail
• Russell Sanchez – theft - $200 bail
• Jose Sauceda – theft - $3,000 bail
• Teresa Saucedo – DWI - $12,000 bail
• Benjamin Savedra – DWI – no bail 

Public Safety Blotter spotlight:  Theft. Officer took theft reports in the 600 block of 
15th St. NE at 3:36 p.m. and in the 2100 block of Bridge St. W at 5:07 p.m. 

Crime brief Help police identify 
suspected shoplifter

Owatonna Police are asking 
for the public’s help in identify-
ing a suspected shoplifter.

Investigators are looking into 
a shoplifting case at the Walmart 
Store in Owatonna involving the 
unidentified man pictured in this 
story. 

According to police, the sus-
pect fled the store with merchan-
dise before jumping into a blue 
Chevy pick-up truck that regis-
tered out of Faribault. 

From the beginning of the 
year until Nov. 30, there have 
been 122 reported shoplifting 
incidents in Owatonna. 

If anyone knows the identity 
of the person involved in this 
shoplifting, call Owatonna Po-
lice at 507-451-8232. 

Man accused of sexually 
attacking woman in BP

A 34-year-old Blooming Prai-
rie man faces felony criminal 
sexual conduct charges for al-
legedly sexually attacking a 
woman while providing her with 
alcohol.

Gregory Mark Huntley has 
been charged with two felony 
counts of third-degree criminal 
sexual conduct with force or co-
ercion and mental impairment. 
He also has been charged with a 
gross misdemeanor of providing 
alcohol to a minor.

If convicted of the charges, 
Huntley faces 15 years in prison 
and a $30,000 fine.

Huntley made his initial ap-
pearance in court last week. He 
has since bailed out of jail. He 
has another court appearance set 
for Thursday.

Blooming Prairie Police re-
ceived a report of the attack 
Dec. 13 at about 2:30 p.m. The 
18-year-old victim came to the 
police station to report Huntley 
attacked her earlier that morn-
ing. She told police she went to 
his apartment to find a place to 
stay for the night. She indicated 
she went to Huntley’s place be-

cause her boyfriend had blocked 
her out of the house when she ar-
rived home from work.

According to the complaint 
filed against Huntley, the victim 
said he provided her with mixed 
alcoholic drinks. A short time 
later she blacked out for about 
an hour. During that time, he be-
came sexually aggressive with 
her and fondled her. 

At one point, the victim told 
Huntley he needed to calm 
down, but he continued sexual 
moves on her. 

Police took the victim to the 
Mayo Hospital emergency room 
in Rochester where a medical 
exam was done. 

At about 6:30 p.m., police 
executed a search warrant on 
Huntley’s apartment. During 
an interview with police, Hunt-
ley denied having sexual inter-
course with the victim. He told 
police he had “a lot to drink and 
could not remember.” However, 
he admitted to knowing she was 
18 or 19 and that they had drinks 
together. He said he knew he 
should not have given the victim 
alcohol. 

Always local, all the time.
TSteele County 

imes
Always local, 
all the time. 
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Area Church Schedule
118 5th Ave.

Ellendale
507-684-2471
Andy & Mary Lerberg

LERBERG’S 
FITNESS 
CENTER

Locally Owned & Operated
237 Hwy. Ave. S.

Blooming Prairie
507-583-6671

Michael Bishman
121 W. Broadway St.
Owatonna, MN 55060

Phone: (507) 451-0193
Fax: (507) 451-6640

322 East Main St.
Blooming Prairie

507-583-2276

FLOOR 
TECH

3249 N County Road 45
Owatonna

507-451-7121

Service Center:
507-528-2233

After Hours Towing:
507-456-4158
111 Front Street

P.O. Box 282
Claremont, MN

Sales • Service • Rentals • Leasing

800-722-1282
www.garlickswater.com

1180 Frontage Rd E • Owatonna
507-455-9551

www.owatonnagranite.com

“Creating Your Story in Stone”

FOR THAT HOMETOWN 
PERSONAL TOUCH

Hwy. 218
Blooming Prairie

507-583-2018

Call Jon Arnett @
455-3735 for a tour 

236 22nd St. SE • Owatonna

Vibrant Living For  
Individuals 55 & Older  
at a Reasonable Price

1011 Hoffman Drive
Owatonna

507-451-2585
www.kernelrestaurant.com

Minimizer.com • 800-248-3855 • Blooming Prairie

800-248-3855
www.minimizer.com

Blooming Prairie

		

Lutheran

AURORA LUTHERAN  
6329 SE 38th St., Owatonna 

Pastor Stephanie Wood
(507) 676-5696 

10:45 a.m. Sunday Worship Service 
9:15 a.m. Sunday School
TRINITY LUTHERAN  

CHURCH 
588 S.E. 118th St., Blooming Prairie 

Pastor Stephanie Wood
(507) 676-5696 

Sunday School 10:15 a.m.
Sunday Worship 9:00 a.m.

FIRST LUTHERAN 
CHURCH—ELCA 

434 First St. SW., Blooming Prairie 
Charles Leonard, Senior Pastor 

Heidi Heimgartner, Associate Pastor 
(507) 583-6621  

firstlutheranbp.com 
Worship: 8:30 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.  
FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH 
8953 S.W. 37th Ave., Hope         

Pastor Sandy Miller 
(507) 451-3854 

Services: 9 a.m. Sunday School, 
Adult Ed: 10:15 a.m.

GOOD SHEPHERD 
LUTHERAN—LCMS 

2500 Seventh Ave. N.E., Owatonna 
The Rev. Mark Rosenau,  

the Rev. Gregory Schlicker  
(507) 451-4125 

www.goodshephardowatonna.com 
Services: 8 a.m., 9:15 a.m. &  

10:30 a.m. Sunday 
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m.  

PONTOPPIDAN LUTHERAN 
CHURCH

9651 SW 75th Street Ellendale 
(507)465-8366

Family Choir 9:00-9:15 a.m.
Sunday School/Adult Education  

9:15 a.m. Sunday, Worship 10:15 a.m.
ST. MICHAEL’S  

LUTHERAN—ELCA 
30450 570th Ave., Waltham 

Minister Dwight DoBell 
(507) 567-2474 

Service: 8:30 a.m. Sunday Sunday 
School: 9:45 a.m. 

RED OAK GROVE  
LUTHERAN—ELCA 

30456 Mower-Freeborn Road, Austin 
Pastor Lindsay Stolen 

(507) 583-2038 or (507) 437-3000 
www.roglutheran.org 
Service: 9 a.m. Sunday 

Sunday School (Sept-May): 10:15 a.m.
REDEEMER LUTHERAN  

CHURCH—LCMS 
1054 Truman Ave., Owatonna 

Pastor Kirk Griebel 
(507) 451-2720 

www.redeemerowatonna.org 
Service: 9 a.m. Sunday 

Sunday School: 10:15 a.m.
ST. JOHN LUTHERAN 

CHURCH —LCMS 
4532 S.E. 84th Ave., Claremont 

The Rev. Alan Broadwell 
(507) 528-2404 

sjlcoffice@frontiernet.net 
Weekly Church Services:  

Saturday Evening at 6 p.m. with Holy 
Communion, Sunday Morning at 

10:30 a.m. with Holy Communion 
offered during the 2nd and 4th Sunday 
of each month. Sunday School 9:00 

a.m. - 10:15 a.m. (Sept. - June) 

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN  
CHURCH—LCMS 

28959 630th Ave., Sargeant 
Pastor Collin Duling 

Service: 10:15 a.m. Sunday 
Sunday School: 9 a.m.

TRINITY LUTHERAN  
CHURCH—ELCA 

104 First St. S.E., Hayfield 
The Rev. Paul Hauschild 

(507) 477-2248 
www.trinityhayfield.org 

Services: 8 & 10:30 a.m. Sunday 
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m.

TRINITY LUTHERAN—LCMS 
57403 300th St., Waltham 
Pastor Jesse Krusemark 

(507) 567-2272 
Service: 10:15 a.m. Sunday 

Sunday School: 9 a.m.
ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN—LCMS 

202 E. Park Ave., Hollandale 
Pastor Jesse Krusemark 

(507) 567-2272 
Service: 8:00 a.m. Sunday  
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.

COMMUNITY LUTHERAN 
CHURCH—ELCA 

106 Third St. S.E., Geneva 
Pastor Kristen Venne 

(507) 256-4288 
Service: 9:30 a.m. Sunday 

ZION LUTHERAN 
CHURCH - ELCA 

7126 SW 98th St., Ellendale
Pastor Patti Meyer 

(507) 451-2165 
Worship 8:30 AM 

TRINITY LUTHERAN 
CHURCH—LCMS 

108 Third Ave S.W., Medford  
Pastor Mark Biebighauser 

(507) 451-0447 
Service: 9 a.m. Sunday 

Education hour: 10 a.m.
   ST PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
    2781 S.W. 92nd Ave., Meriden

Pastor Patti Meyer 
    (507) 451-2165

Worship 10:30 a.m.
TRINITY LUTHERAN 

CHURCH—ELCA
609 Lincoln Ave., Owatonna
Todd Buegler, Senior Pastor

Dean Smith, Associate Pastor
(507) 451-4520 www.tlcowatonna.org

Worship Services: Saturday: 5 p.m. 
Sunday: 8:15 & 9:30 a.m.

Sunday: 10:45 a.m. Comtemporary
Holy Communion served 

All Saturdays & 1st/3rd Sundays
8:15 & 9:30 am Sunday School

FIRST LUTHERAN 
CHURCH, AFLC                                           

Ellendale, Minnesota                
Pastor Richard Sliper            
Saturday - 8 a.m. Men’s 

Bible Study Sunday - 9 a.m. 
Worship: 10:10 Sunday School; 

10:15 Coffee and Fellowship                                  
Tuesday - 6 a.m. Call to Prayer, open 
to all Churches; 7 p.m. Call to Prayer              
Wednesday - 9:30 a.m. Bible Study; 

6 p.m. Call to Prayer; 6:15 Hands 
of Praise; 6:30 Confirmation;              

6:30 p.m. Youth Group
MOLAND LUTHERAN CHURCH

7618 NE 84 Ave, Kenyon
Pastor Nancy Edwardson

(507) 789-6666
(Sept. -  May) 10:45 a.m. Worship
(June - Aug.) 9:00 a.m. Worship

9:30 a.m. Sunday School

Catholic

SACRED HEART CATHOLIC 
150 NE Second St. Hayfield 
The Rev. Thomas Niehaus 

(507) 477-2256 
Sunday Mass: 8 a.m. 

Reconciliation: Before Mass
Adoration: Thursdays 9 to noon

ST. COLUMBANUS  
CATHOLIC PARISH 

114 E. Main St., Blooming Prairie 
The Rev. Thomas Niehaus

(507) 583-2784
stcolumbanuschurch.com 

Sunday Mass: 10 a.m. Sunday. 
Office hours: M-F, 9 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

CHURCH OF ALL SAINTS 
307 First St. SW., New Richland 

The Rev. Raul Silva, Pastor
The Rev. Adam McMillan,  

Parochial Vicar
(507) 465-8217

Saturday Mass: 5:00 p.m.

HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC  
CHURCH OF LITOMYSL 

9946 SE 24th Ave., Owatonna 
The Rev. John Sauer, Pastor 

Fr. Jose Morales,  
Parochial Vicar  
(507) 451-1588 

www.litomysl.webs.com 
Sunday Mass: 9:30 a.m.   
with Children’s Church

Reconciliation: after Mass 1st Sunday 
Family Faith Formation and Adult 
Bible Study after Mass with noon 

potluck: 2nd Sunday of month Fairh 
formation for Kindertgarten thru 
Confirmation: every Wednesday 

evening 6:30 p.m.
Annual turkey bingo, Sunday, Nov. 20 

7 p.m.  

SACRED HEART PARISH
810 S. Cedar Ave., Owatonna 

The Rev. John Sauer
The Rev. Jose Morales,

Parochial Vicar 
(507) 451-1588 

www.sacredheartowatonna.org 
Sunday Mass: Vigil 5 p.m. Saturday, 

8:30 a.m., & 10 a.m. 
Spanish Mass: 11:45 a.m. Sunday

Daily Mass: 7:15 a.m.
Reconciliation: 4 p.m. Saturday

Adoration: Thursdays 9 a.m.- 10 p.m.

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC PARISH
512 S Elm, Owatonna • 507-451-4845

Fr. Kevin Connolly
Deacon Patrick Fagan

Sat. Mass: 4 p.m.
Sunday Mass: 8 a.m. & 10 a.m.

Reconciliation 3-3:30 p.m. Saturday
Daily Mass 8 a.m. Tues., Wed. & Fri
(Communion Service 8 a.m. Thursday)

Adoration Chapel avail Mon-Fri 
7 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. key fob 
required after hrs or wknds

CHURCH OF CHRIST THE KING
205 NW Second Ave., Medford

(507) 451-6353
Fr. Kevin Connolly, Pastor

Deacon Patrick Fagan
Sunday Mass: 8:30 a.m.
Monday Mass: 9 a.m.

Christian

Christ Community Covenant 
Church

540 18th St. SE, Owatonna
Dr. V. Brent Carlson, Pastor

507-451-1032
Sunday Worship 9:00 a.m.

Connections 10:15 a.m.

DESTINY CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Owatonna Campus

422 W. North Street, Owatonna
Pastors Sam and Cheri Benson

507-254-8514 www.destinycc.org
Service: 10 a.m. Sunday

Full Gospel

Methodist

BLOOMING GROVE UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 
43089 180th St., Medford 

(7 miles west of Medford on CR 23) 
Pastor Cindy Kennedy 

(507) 835-8726 
Service: 10:45 a.m. Sunday 

Sunday School: 9:45 a.m. Sunday
ELLENDALE UNITED  

METHODIST CHURCH 
200 Sixth St. N.W., Ellendale 

Pastor Randy Cirksena 
(507) 684-2731 

www.ellendaleumc.org 
Services: 9:30 a.m. Sunday 

Free home style meal on the first 
Sunday of the month through Dec. 

2016. Worship is at 10:30 a.m. 
followed by the free meal at  
11:30 a.m. All are welcome. 

OWATONNA UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

815 E. University, Owatonna
Loren Olson, Pastor

Linda Boorman, Associate Pastor
(507) 451-4734

www.owatonnaumc.org

Traditional Worship: 9 a.m. Sunday
 Contemporary Worship: 10:45 a.m.

Church School/Adult Classes: 10 a.m.

Non-Denominational 

BRIDGES OF HOPE 
COMMUNITY CHURCH 

130 East Bridge St, Owatonna, 
Pastor Keith Haskell 

507-215-2249 
Sundays 10:00 AM 

Coffee Fellowship starts at 9:30 a.m. 
Reformers Unamimous Meetings 

Fridays at 7 p.m.
CEDAR CREEK CHURCH 
30 E. Main St. P.O. Box 224, 

Hayfield 
Pastor Aaron de Neui 

(507) 477-2255 
www.cedarcreekchurch.org 

Service: 10 a.m. Sunday
ELEVATION NORTH CHURCH  

2002 Austin Rd.
Pastor Doug Jones

(507) 363-3099
www.elevationnorth.blogspot.com

Sun 10 a.m. English Service 
10:30 a.m. Service & Kids Zone  

2 p.m. Spanish Service
Wed. 7:00 Bible Study 

Fri 7:00 Spanish Outreach

NEW BEGINNINGS 
CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

332 14th St. N.E., Owatonna 
Pastor Scott Peterson 

(507) 721-1366 
Service: 10 a.m. Sunday 

Gateway Connection: 7 p.m. Saturday

DESTINY CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
Owatonna Campus 

422 W. North Street, Owatonna 
Pastors Sam and Cheri Benson 

507-254-8514 
www.destinycc.org 

Service: 10 a.m. Sunday 
SIMPLE CHURCH 
Pastor Todd Lundgren 

507-451-5661 
Sundays 9:30 

Meeting in the Country Goods 
building across the  

freeway from Cabela’s. 
Other gatherings? Please call.

Mennonite

PRAIRIE MENNONITE CHURCH 
13638 750th St., Blooming Prairie 

Dennis Martin 
(507) 583-2081 & (507) 477-3216 

Services: 7:30 p.m. Wednesday 
and 10:30 a.m. Sunday  

Sunday School: 9:30 a.m. 

Mormon

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST 
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS 

404 31st St. N.W.,  Austin 
Bishop Rick Bremner 

(507) 433-9042 
Service: 9 a.m.-10:10 a.m. 

Presbyterian

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH 

109 E. Main St., Hayfield 
Pastor Steven Robertson 

(507) 477-2631 
Service: 10 a.m. Sunday 

Seventh-Day Adventist

SEVENTH-DAY  
ADVENTIST CHURCH 

2373 Seventh Ave. N.E., Owatonna 
Pastor Robert Brauer 

(507) 340-7143 
Service: 11 a.m. Saturday 

Sabbath School: 9:30 a.m. Saturday

UCC

CONGREGATIONAL UNITED 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

211 Main St. S., Medford 
Pastor Louise Bender 

(507) 451-4596 
Confirmation: 9 a.m. Sunday 

Service: 10 a.m. Sunday 
Sunday School: 10 a.m. Sunday 

Assembly of God

VIBRANT LIFE  
ASSEMBLY OF GOD 

702 Third St. S., Ellendale 
Pastor Patrick Stitt 

(507) 684-3421 
Service: 10:30 a.m. Sunday 

Sunday School: 9 a.m. 
vibrantlifeag.com

Baptist

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
104 First Ave. N.E.,  
Blooming Prairie 

Pastor Matt Fennell 
(507) 583-2673 

Services: 6:30 p.m. Wednesday 
and 10 a.m. & 11:30 a.m. Sunday 

Sunday School: 9 a.m. Sunday

507.256.4712
104 Central Ave. N., Geneva

Registered 
Showroom

We’ll treat your home 
as if it were our own.

411 East Main Street
507-583-4431
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Dr.
Deborah

Lien
DDS, MBS

Dr.
Deborah

Lien
DDS, MBS

Building
Healthy
Smiles!

132 2nd Ave NE
Blooming Prairie
507.583.6613

FREE 
CONSULTATION

Pastors Mark & Robin DeLap
616-788-1044

www.streetfireministries.net

Pastor’s corner:
Well, the Christmas craze 

is upon us. “Wait a minute 
pastor, I thought Jesus was 
the reason for the season”. 
Correct, good answer but un-
less your life is out of the or-
dinary, it’s very difficult not 
to get caught up in the rush, 
celebrations, activities and of 
course…gift buying!

I don’t know about you, but 
most gifts I have gotten, let’s 
say, at least 10 years ago, 
are no longer with me. Most 
likely they are in a landfill 
somewhere. But let me tell 
you about 1 gift I still have. 
It’s sort of a blanket, with 
snaps and a zipper, that can 
be turned into a sort of co-
coon. It’s comfy! This blan-
ket has truly beat the odds. I 
don’t know exactly how old 
it is but my two sisters and I 

each got (note: I just checked 
with them: Theirs are long 
gone, and they have no idea 
when or where they went to) 
one from my parents before 
I got married which makes it 
30-40 years old. Truly a gift 
that has lasted!

However, when I think 
about gifts that are most 
valuable and will NEVER 
end up in a landfill, I think 
of some very different than 
my blanket or anything else 
material. 

This season at Cedar 
Creek Church I am preach-
ing a Christmas series called 
“Gifts that Last”. We’re tak-
ing a look at different snap-
shots of the Christmas story 
to see what lasting Gifts the 
characters in the Christmas 
story experienced…and we 

can too! We’ll see how Mary 
and Joseph experienced the 
gift of Trust as they needed 
to trust God for what seemed 
impossible, and when the 
odds were so stacked against 
them. Ever been there?  We’ll 
look at the gift of God’s prov-
idence, as we look at how 
God perfectly worked out 
baby Jesus to be born at ex-
actly the right place and time. 
I hope you see this gift in 
your life. Then there’s an ag-
ing man named Simeon who 
take baby Jesus in his arms 
and talks about the gift of 
forgiveness that would come 
through this baby Jesus who 
grew up to die on the cross for 
our sins. Have you received 
that gift? Finally, we’ll talk 
about the gift of God’s sov-
ereignty and how Mary and 

Joseph experienced that gift 
as God protected them from 
the seemingly all powerful 
edicts and murderous pursuit 
of King Herod. Knowing this 
about God is a great gift that 
I hope you have experienced, 
perhaps in times when your 
life seems so out of control.

These are gifts that last 
AND are more valuable than 
anything we’ll find wrapped 
under our trees.  I trust this 
Christmas season that your 
heart will be more enamored 
by these gifts among others 
come from God. Gifts that 
truly last a long time!!

Peace, 
Pastor Aaron de Neui
 Cedar Creek Chruch

Hayfield, MN

Gifts that last

Cedar Creek Church, Hayfield, MN

		

Area Church Spotlight
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CollisionCar Wash

Farm

Farms 

& 
Mike 
Jeff 
Custom 

MJC Farms, LLC 
13324 89th Ave SE 
Blooming Prairie, MN   
55917 
Fax  507-572-1337 

Mike Ingvalson  507-456-1436 
mikeingvalson@hotmail.com 

  

We offer: 
Seed 
Chemical 
Fertilizer 
Custom Farming 
Crop Scouting 

High Yields Start Here 

Jeff Ingvalson  507-456-1439 
jeffingvalson@hotmail.com 

Pets

Larry & Donna Bennett
4151 N. County Rd. 45
Owatonna, MN 55060
(507) 451-2203 Cell: 507-456-7997

Bennett’s
Pet Haven
Cemetery, Inc.

“Professional Cremation and Burial Services for your loving pet”
Shorty & Sue Schroht

857 Mosher Ave.
Owatonna, MN 55060

(507) 455-3204

STEELE COUNTY TIMES PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY

Tires

Mike’s  REPAIR
507-455-0388

Fax: 507-455-0486
After Hours: 507-455-0483

Tire Service
AG & Heavy Truck 

Complete Truck Parts and Service Mike Hartle
     Owner

870 32 Ave. NW
Owatonna, MN 55060

Truck Accessories
The lightest, most 
durable, longest 

lasting truck fenders, 
bracket kits, and truck 

accessories in the 
trucking industry.

Minimizer.com • 800-248-3855 • Blooming Prairie

Minimizer.com • 800-248-3855 • Blooming Prairie

Lawn Care

FREE 
ESTIMATES

Now FeaturiNg: CONCRETE SIDEWALKS, 
DRIVEWAYS, AND PATIOS
New & Replacement
VETERAN OWNED AND OPERATED
Fully licensed, bonded and insured

WWW.PATRIOTCUSTOMSERVICS.COM
507-334-2043 • 17965 Eiler Avenue Faribault

ONE CALL DOES IT ALL 
PATRIOT CUSTOM 

SERVICES INC.

FREE 
ESTIMATES

LOT SWEEPING AND 
POTHOLE PATCHING 
VETERAN OWNED AND OPERATED
Fully licensed, bonded and insured

WWW.PATRIOTCUSTOMSERVICS.COM
507-334-2043 • 17965 Eiler Avenue Faribault

ONE CALL DOES IT ALL 
PATRIOT CUSTOM 

SERVICES INC.

FREE 
ESTIMATES

FULL COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL ROOFING AND REPAIR
FLAT, TAR, RUBBER, 
AND SHINGLES 
VETERAN OWNED AND OPERATED
Fully licensed, bonded and insured

WWW.PATRIOTCUSTOMSERVICS.COM
507-334-2043 • 17965 Eiler Avenue Faribault

ONE CALL DOES IT ALL 
PATRIOT CUSTOM 

SERVICES INC.

Now FeaturiNg: COMPLETE LAWN & LANDSCAPING:
• TREE PRUNING AND REMOVAL
• CLEAN UP/ HAULING DEBRIS
• GRAVEL HAULING
• DRIVEWAY LEVELING 
• BLACK DIRT

VETERAN OWNED AND OPERATED
WWW.PATRIOTCUSTOMSERVICS.COM

507-334-2043 • 17965 Eiler Avenue Faribault

FREE ESTIMATES

ONE CALL DOES IT ALL 
PATRIOT CUSTOM 

SERVICES INC.

Fully licensed, bonded and insured

Excavating

Electrical

Sanitation & Recycling

Collision
THE ONLY AREA SHOP certified to work 
 on the 2015 Ford Aluminum F150

Collision

YOUR AD COULD 
BE HERE!

Contact the Steele 
County Times Today!

Always local, all the time.
TSteele County 

imes 507-583-4431

YOUR AD COULD 
BE HERE!

Contact the Steele 
County Times Today!

Always local, all the time.
TSteele County 

imes 507-583-4431

Or Toll Free 1-888-451-0976 • P.O. Box 321 • Owatonna
email: info@stewartsanitation.com

Locally Family Owned  
and Operated Since 1994

Your Local Choice!
When you have had it with the Large Corporate 

Companies, We offer you a friendly Small town way  
of doing business. Unlike our World Wide 

Competitors who rely on a contract to ensure your 
patronage, we earn it the old fashioned way!

507-451-0976

Auto Detailing

Always local, all the time.
TSteele County 

imes
Always local, 
all the time. 

952.934.1525 • 800.362.3515
ChanhassenDT.com  

Winner of 4 Tony Awards

Sept2016-Trade2x7BW-Camelot_Layout 1  9/14/16  2:24 PM  Page 1

This Christmas season Big Brothers Big Sisters is looking for “bigs” who want to brighten the lives 
of some “littles.” Over the coming weeks, we’re running profiles of children waiting for their very own 
big brother or sister.

Kids for Christmas: Ismael and Ciara

If Ismael, Ciara, or a child in 
a similiar situation, is someone 
you would like to make a 
difference in the life of, contact 
Big Brothers Big Sisters: 
Southern Minnesota at 507-451-
5922 or look them up online.

Ismael is a 12-year-old shy 
and very caring boy with a big 
heart.

He loves to draw and has a big 
imagination.  He likes to play 
catch, ride his bike, go shopping, 
play sports (especially soccer), 
board games, and video games. 

Ismael said that he would like 
a big brother to take him places, 
go to the park and just play catch. 

He would like to experience 
new things and have a new 
friend to talk to.

Ciara is an 8-year-old energetic, outgoing, sweet, 
and happy girl. Ciara likes coloring, watching TV, 
playing in her room, Disney Princesses, Dora, 
playing with her kitchen set, her Leap Pad, going 
to the park, swimming, and playing with dolls. She 
wants a Big Sister to give her one on one attention 
and something to look forward to. The best Big 



Christmas Eve Services with Communion
3 p.m. - 5 p.m. - 9 p.m.

Christmas Day Service 9 a.m.

First Lutheran ChurCh

Peace be with you

434  1st St. SW • Blooming Prairie

Our Saviors 
Lutheran 
Church

Saturday, December 24, 2016
 Candlelight Service 3:00 PM  
 Candlelight Service 5:00 PM  
 Communion Worship Service 10:00 PM  
Sunday, December 25, 2016
 Worship Service 9:15 AM

1909 Saint Paul Road | P.O. Box 423 | Owatonna | 507.451.4853

Join us 
for Worship!
Worship services Christmas Eve 

and Christmas day. 

507.451.4520 • 609 Lincoln Avenue • Owatonna
t r i n i t y @ t l c o w a t o n n a . o r g

Christmas Eve
7 p.m. Children’s  

Christmas Program

Christmas Day
10 a.m. Service

St. John  
Lutheran Church

4532 S.E. 84th Avenue, ClaremontChristmas Eve
7 p.m. Children’s  

Christmas Program

Christmas Day
10 a.m. Service

St. John  
Lutheran Church

4532 S.E. 84th Avenue, Claremont

Christmas Eve Family Service 4:30 p.m.

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 9:30 p.m.

Christmas Day Service 9:30 a.m.

Building a family in Christ, 
to reach families for Christ.

Christmas Services

Christmas Eve Service 
Saturday,  December 24  is 6:30 PM 

Christmas Day Service
Sunday, December 25 is 10:30 AM.

1500 18th Street SE     | Owatonna | 507-446-5850
w w w . c o r n e r s t o n e o w a t o n n a . c o m

Join us for worship and song to
Fill you heart with the love of Jesus’ birth.

Everyone Welcome!

St. Columbanus 
Catholic Church

Christmas Eve Mass: 
4:00 pm, St. Columbanus, Blooming Prairie

10:00 pm, Sacred Heart, Hayfield

Christmas Day Mass: 
9:00 am, St. John Baptist de la Salle, Dodge Center

11:00 am, St. Mary’s Oratory, Rural Geneva

New Year’s Eve Mass: 
5:00 pm, St. John Baptist de la Salle, Dodge Center

New Year’s Day Mass: 
8:00 am, Sacred Heart, Hayfield

10:00 am, St. Columbanus, Blooming Prairie

114 E. Main Street   | Blooming Prairie | (507) 583-2784 4489 SE 84th Avenue • Claremont • (507) 528-2643

St. John’s 
Lutheran Church

Christmas Eve Childrens Program
Saturday December 24 - 7:00pm

Christmas Day Service
Sunday December 25 - 10:30am
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	 I will honor 
Christmas in 
my heart, and 
try to keep it 
all the year. 
	 –Charles Dickens



2B • Tuesday, December 20, 2016 • Steele County Times 

507-451-2585 • 1011 Hoffman Drive, Owatonna

May the love of Christmas fill your home. 

Closing 12/24 @ 2 PM, 
Closed All day Christmas day, Open 12/26 @ 5 AM

Sales • Service • Rentals • Leasing

800 - 722 - 1282 | www.garlickswater.com

Merry 
Christmas 

& 
Happy 

New Year

495 West N. Street, Owatonna
507-451-7220 www.cashwisedelivers.com

SING!
DANCE!
LAUGH!
SMILE!

REJOICE!

In other 
words, “have 
yourself a 
merry little 
Christmas!”
With best 
wishes and 
gratitude from 
all of us.

831 S. Oak Ave, Owatonna
Grocery: 507.451.1550 • Meat: 507.451.0071
Monday- Saturday 7am-9pm Closed Sunday

235 22nd St. SE, Owatonna • 455-3735
www.realifeowatonna.com
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tonysflooringmn.com 
206 Mineral Springs Road 

Owatonna
507-451-2285

Thanks for  
your support

Mike Bishman
www.farmers.com

121 W. Broadway St.  
Owatonna

507-451-0193

Peace & Joy to All

Blessings to you 

1035 Minnesota Ave 
Owatonna

507-475-2214

Happy Holidays

Kath Moving  
& Transfer

Thanks for 
Your Support!

Best Wishes!

Seasons Greetings

Merry Christmas

Merry Christmas  
and Blessings to All

Ellendale 
Muni 

217 5th Ave W
Ellendale

507 684-9422

Peace on EarthPeace on Earth

Merry Christmas

Peace on Earth!

www.cartimeofowatonna.com   
1150 Hoffman Drive   

Owatonna 
507-446-9218

1011 Hoffman Drive
Owatonna

507-451-2585

521 Industrail Dr NE
Blooming Prairie

507-583-7448 

The Kitchen
329 N Cedar Ave

Owatonna
507-451-9991

Peace on Earth
A 

Touch of Charm
Downtown Blooming Prairie

507-583-7637
1414 S Oak Ave # 2 

Owatonna
507-451-8254

Owatonna 
Physical Therapy 

1520 State Ave
Owatonna

507-455-0081

www.garlickswater.com
800-722-1282

236 22nd St. SE
Owatonna

507-455-3735

The

BAKERY
Tuesday - Friday          6 a.m. - 5 p.m.
       Saturday               6 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Main Street Blooming Prairie
(507) 583-4433

Main Street 
Blooming Prairie 

507-583-4433

112 Hwy 218 South
Blooming Prairie 

507-583-9900

121 W. Broadway St.
Owatonna 

507-451-0193

JESSE’S 
BOOT STORE

Merry Christmas

Peace on Earth!

Here’s hoping 

your Christmas is 

all that and more!

Merry.
Bright.
Magical.
Joyous.
Healthy.
Happy.
Lucky.
Blessed.
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Peace & Joy to All

Gene Drake
www.farmers.com
116 E Broadway St 

Owatonna
(507) 451-1168

In a story I published last 
week, I wrote: “As students 
answered questions and 
came up with solutions to the 
problem, they got a chance 
to meet with firefighter 
Jared Brown and Gold 

Cross ambulance members 
Nick Nelson and Nola 
Wradislavsky.”

This was a great day and 
an incredible event, but 
unfortunately, my brain went 
to sleep when I identified the 
Blooming Prairie Ambulance 
members as being associated 
with Gold Cross. My apologies 
to both Nick and Nola who 
do such an incredible job 
here for the Blooming Prairie 
Ambulance Service.

I suppose it is the adjusting 
to Blooming Prairie life. 
Being a new resident now to 
the community comes with 
such an excitement. A place 
to establish roots, to have my 
son in the school system, to 
work alongside the merchants 
and business people who 

have made this little town a 
welcome place to call home.

As we were coming home 
the other night from the boys 
basketball game in Triton 
on the cold and icy roads, 
I noticed that we were not 
alone, but part of a caravan 
of parents who had made the 
trip. It made me feel safe and 
secure and I’m not gonna lie, 
a little proud to be a part of a 
group of parents who had the 
same schedule as my wife and 
I now had.

There was a common bond 
in the cheering. A camaraderie 
in the greetings. A pride in 
officially being an “Awesome 
Blossom.” My wife has said 
it since we began to look 
for home here. “There is 
something special about this 
little town.”

And the Minnesota-friendly 
part is being recognized 
around town. Some recognize 
me as “Seth’s dad” or 
“Robin’s husband,” while 
others recognize me as a 
writer for the newspaper, and 
some are now familiar just 
because we are frequenting 
the local businesses.

Living in larger towns 
and cities afforded us hustle 
and bustle and alienation. 
Blooming Prairie gives us 
something we haven’t been 
used to. Small town charm 
and family. To be part of the 
Blooming Prairie family is 
quite an honor.

And I guess we have come 
in at the right time as this small 
town is on the verge of quite 
a milestone, being incepted 
150 years ago. 2017 will hold 
many exciting programs and 
festivals honoring the 150th, 
but before we look ahead that 
far, I am looking forward to 
Christmas in my hometown 
on the prairie.

A new home in a new 
town with new friends and 
bringing our family home for 
the holidays to share with 
them, all the wonder we have 
found here. Now, all I need 
to find is a good place to get 
a Christmas tree and I will be 
all set.

Our Christmas lights didn’t 
make the move, and the 
dancing laser lights I ordered, 
didn’t arrive yet, so the DeLap 
home looks pretty dark… for 
the moment. But soon, the 
lights will be up, the tree 
will be decked, the egg nog 
will be Keuriged and friends 
and family will fill our home 
with what the holidays are all 
about.

I guess I said all that from 
the apology to the Blooming 
Prairie Ambulance Service. 
I am sure, being new, I will 
get a few more things wrong, 
but rest assured, this old dog 
is willing to learn new things. 
Thank you Blooming Prairie 
for the warm welcome and 
remember. Be careful out 
there. 

Blooming students out on the town
Lit tle T hought s 

on the P rair ie

mark
DeLap

It took a team effort of many 
volunteers to produce a heart 
warming Christmas program 
at First Lutheran Church in 
Blooming Prairie on Sunday, 
Dec. 11.

Parents, grandparents, other 
family and friends of 122 First 
Lutheran kids came early to get a 
good seat in the sanctuary for the 
10:30 production.

Kristin Romeo, director of 
Children’s Ministry, led a host 
of volunteers. “Lots of practice 
and enthusiasm from the kids 
went into this performance,” said 
Romeo.

Romeo said this program would 
not have worked without the help 
of many people including Sunday 
School teachers and helpers, 
custodians Gary Thorson and 
Judy Richard too help with setup, 
music worship team, pastors and 
other behind the scenes people.

Izzy Wacek took photos of the 
various student groups. A special 
background for a photo booth 
was provided for parents and 
grandparents to take photos of 
their children.

Here’s a list of the numbers of 
students in the program:

12 – 3-year-olds
20 – 4-year-olds
19 – Kindergarten
12 – 1st graders
15 – 2nd graders
14 – 3rd graders
13 – 4th graders
17 – 5th & 6th graders

By HOWARD LESTRUD 
Staff riter

First Lutheran Church hosts Christmas program

Submitted photo by Izzy Wacek

First Lutheran Church third graders performed the nativity scene during the annual church program on Sunday, Dec. 11. Pictured are: Back (left to right) Brady 
Johnson, Zoe Heimer, Chloe Weber, Ella Salinas and Landon Allison. Middle (left to right) Ella Farr, Jonathan Heimgartner, Colby Johnson and Cannon Wacek. Front 
(left to right) Noah Graves, Layla Coleman, Allison Blume, Claire Schwarz and Ambriella Miller.

Submitted photo by Izzy Wacek

Three-year-olds in the annual First Lutheran Church program were: Back (left to right) Owen 
Braaten, Alexa Miner, Emily Kasperek, Emma Koremann, Avery Allison and Mason Johnson. Front 
(left to right) Harper Hansen, Lyla Swenson, Aurora Musel, Elise Wilker, Alexander Mausbach and 
Landon Strand. 

Submitted photo by Izzy Wacek

Four-year-olds at First Lutheran Church’s annual Christmas program were little angels. Pictured 
are: Back (left to right) Kazaiya Miller, Easton Valek, Isaac Stoen, Shelby Kasperek, Daniel Coleman 
and Claire Klocke. Middle (left to right) Brody Bishop, Ava Bergeron, Ashton Studer, Charlie Romeo, 
Zane Johnson, Isaac Westphal, Maverick Schlichter and Abbey Johnson. Front (left to right) 
Shainnah Cooke, Mark Romeo, Gracie Heimer, Bryer Nelson, Payton Esplan and Harlee Doocy.

Blooming Prairie 
Public Utilities

For full job description 
please call 507-583-6683 and ask for Jerry 

or email atjmmbppu@frontier.com

EMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITY:
Full time Utilities 
Worker to work in 
our Power Plant 
and Water System. 
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831 S. Oak Ave, Owatonna
Grocery: 507.451.1550 • Meat: 507.451.0071

Santa Claus and one of his 
elves made a surprise visit to 
the Blooming Prairie Police 
Department on Wednesday 
night, Dec. 14.

Kids of all ages were invited 
to find Santa and his elf handing 
out Christmas coloring activity 
books, Christmas cards, 
Christmas candy and stuffed 
animals. About 50 kids and 
their parents stopped by the 
PD. 

Oh yeah, Karen Peterson of 
Confections by Karen donated 
colorful Christmas cookies 
and Nick Schiefert of the 
Blooming Prairie Dairy Queen 
donated Blizzard (12 oz.) gift 
certificates for the youngsters.

Visitors entered the 
Blooming Prairie Police 
Station from 5-7 p.m.  via 
the front door and once in the 
doorway, kids spotted Santa 
and Dan the Elf. Dan gave 
each kid a sack of candy

Santa made his lap available 
for youngsters and even 

for some adults. Santa also 
asked all the boys and girls to 
whisper their Christmas wish 
list to him.

Blooming Police Officer 
Dan Peach (a cousin to Dan the 
Elf) helped organize the Santa 
visit and he was instrumental 
in decorating the police office 
in colors that Santa and his elf 
would enjoy.

“Santa’s visit provided a 
way for kids to interact with 
the local police department. “If 
kids need help or need someone 
to talk to, they can reach out to 

the police,” Officer Peach said.
“It’s cool to have the trust of 

the kids,” Peach said. 
Santa and his elf promised 

to make a stop at the Blooming 
Prairie Police Department 
again next year.

The BP Police Department 
consists of Chief Greg 
Skillestad, Sgt. Mark Lang, 
Cpl. Jake Peterson and Officers 
Matt Miller, Rick Ellingson, 
Steve Seipp, Shane St. John 
and Dan Peach.

By HOWARD LESTRUD 
Staff riter

Staff photo by Howard Lestrud

Santa Claus and his elf visited with many kids and gave the kids a chance to have their picture taken with Santa and his elf. Pictured 
from left to right with Santa and Dan the Elf are: Carly McIntosh, 10; Haley McIntosh, 6; Shelley Kasperek, 4 and Emily Kasperek, 3.

Santa and his elf stop by BP Police Department

Staff photo by Howard Lestrud

Little Brody Lang flashed a wide grin when visiting with Santa
Claus and Dan the Elf at the Blooming Prairie Police Department 
on Wednesday night, Dec 14. Lots of goodies were given to the 
kids including cookies, milk, candy, stuffed animals and police
badge stickers

Staff photo by Howard Lestrud

Three-year-old  Emily Kasperek whispers her wish list to 
Santa Claus on his surprise visit to the Blooming Prairie Police 
Department last week. Dan the Elf gave out goodie bags to all of 
the little kids.

Staff photo by Howard Lestrud

Santa’s lap was almost big enough to hold all the little kids that 
came by to visit him at the Blooming Prairie Police Department on 
Wednesday night, Dec. 14.

“Turn-around is fair play,” 
says Blooming Prairie Lions 
Club member Paul Dale who 
is known as a man with a 
determined spirit.

Paul Dale is blind but he 
does not let that condition 
deter his ambitions. He is 
very well known around 
the Blooming Prairie 
community for being the 
man walking the streets with 
his Leader Dog 

Summit. He has had three 
guide dogs in the past several 
years.

His ambitions have 
included a personal 
challenge to do most 
everything a sighted person 
can do. 

Most recently, Lion Paul 
achieved another goal, this 
one being a desire to be 
certified in CPR. Thankful 
to his wife Laura and to 
Blooming Prairie First 
Responders, Dale said it 
was their efforts that saved 
his life when he suffered a 
severe heart attack on May 
28, 2015. He refuses to call it 
heart attack but instead labels 
it his “temper tantrum.”

He says now he wishes 
to be more prepared for 
emergency situations and by 
being CPR-certified, he may 
be able to help others.

Dale signed up for a CPR 
class recently and was one 
of two students trained by 
Jessica Kremer, certified 
EMT and certified CPR 
trainer.

“I’m going to send out 
his CPR card tomorrow,” 
Kremer said, signaling 
the fact that Paul Dale 
successfully completed the 
CPR training. His training 
was witnessed by Paul’s 
wife Laura and by Leader 
Dog Summit as his side as 
he practiced the techniques 
of CPR.

Lion Paul has retinitis 
pigments, an inherited, 
degenerative eye disease 
that causes severe vision 
impairment and often 
blindness. He was first 
diagnosed with the disease 
at age 18. His sight became 
more severely impaired in 
the early 1990s necessitating 
help of a Leader Dog.

Kremer said Dale was the 
first unsighted student she 
has trained. “I thought it 
went very well because he 
knows his disability and how 
to work with it,” Kremer 
said.

On the night Kremer 
trained Paul Dale and 
another student, she was 
accompanied by her six-
month-old son Liam. She 
fed him dinner while the 
students followed the 
training video.

Kremer has been certified 
as an EMT for 13 years and 
has been a certified trainer 
for 11 years.

Dale’s training was aided 
by a newly updated video 
that he followed with the 
help of his keen hearing.”He 
definitely wanted to learn,” 
Kremer said.

Kremer said much of the 
training emphasizes feel. 
“My eyes are in my fingers,” 
Paul chuckles.

Dale is always exhibiting 
a sense of humor and asked 
if he were taking his dog 
Summit with him to class, he 
quickly responded: “Well, 
yes, I have to have Summit 
find the person I am to help.”

More challenges remain 
for Paul Dale and he says he 
is up to them.

Next spring, Dale hopes to 
compete in an archery league 
at the Cedar River Archery 
Club in Lansing. When he 
was sighted, Dale said he 
was president of the club. 
With a coach, Dale hopes to 
compete once again.

Another desire of Dale’s 
is to take a spin in Jeff 
Zwiener’s new John Deere 
tractor with a cozy cab. 
“Just give me a 40-acre field 
without trees,” he laughs.

Don’t ever sell Paul 
Dale short because he will 
undoubtedly prove people 
wrong when they question 
his spirit.

Being blind does 
not hinder 
Paul Dale’s spirit

Staff photo by Howard Lestrud

Paul Dale of Blooming Prairie is blind but he doesn’t let that 
stop him from accomplishing most tasks a sighted person 
can master. Here, watched by his Leader Dog Summit and 
by certified CPR trainer Jessica K emer, Dale participates in 
a CPR class. He recently became certified after undergoing
training at the BP Ambulance Service.

CEDAR FLORAL
314 North Cedar Avenue, Owatonna

507.451.7673

20% off
With this coupon, receive

one item!
Home Decor - Silk Arrangements

Bring in your container or choose from one of  the 
many in store for a personalized Holiday silk arrange-
ment.

Not valid for fresh flowers or delivery. 
Expires 12/30/2016

B U Y  O N E  -  G E T  O N E  O R N A M E N T
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Tandem Products 
 Blooming

Prairie

520 INDUSTRIAL DRIVE NORTH • 
BLOOMING PRAIRIE

507 • 583 • 7222

May Your Home 
    Be Blessed!

To all our good friends far and 
near, we wish a Merry Christmas 

and a Happy New Year!
Let’s  get you movin!

Jennifer Walsh
507-438-6676

email: jenwalsh@kw.com
web: jenwalsh.kw.com

Licensed in Minnesota
Serving all of SE Minnesota

teve’s 
Meat MarketS Award Winning Smoked

& Cured Sausage Products 210 5th Ave W • Ellendale, MN • 5 0 7 . 6 8 4 . 2 3 3 1

From all of 
us at Steve’s: 
We wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a great 
New Year. May you enjoy the very  best of  the holidays 
with your family and friends.  We will close at 1 p.m. 
on Saturday, Dec. 24 and we will be closed on Monday, 
Dec. 26.  We will close at 1 p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 31 
and we will be closed on Monday, Jan. 2.  Stay warm, 
drive safe and we will see you all in 2017. Thanks for 
a great 2016, Donnavon, Rachael and all the staff at 
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WITH THANKS
From Our Entire Staff

AT CHRISTMAS
We’d like to acknowledge all the individuals—

patients, neighbors, associates, and friends, who have 
made practicing orthodontics such a pleasure for us.

Please accept our sincere gratitude 
and best wishes for a healthy 
and happy holiday season.

You’re always welcome here, 
and we look forward to the privilege 
of serving your orthodontic needs.

Dr. Deborah Lien, Orthodontic Specialist
132 2nd Ave NE • Blooming Prairie

583-6613
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and best wishes for a healthy 
and happy holiday season.

You’re always welcome here, 
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Dr. Deborah Lien, Orthodontic Specialist
132 2nd Ave NE • Blooming Prairie

583-6613
w w w . d r d e b o r a h l i e n o r t h o d o n t i c s . c o m

The class is called creative 
foods, part of the family and 
consumer science curriculum.

It’s a class that is currently 
architecturally producing 
some gingerbread houses that 
are indeed becoming works 
of art. The five houses made 
by the 15 students of Mrs. 
Jennifer Gaines will soon be 
on display in the Blooming 
Prairie High School commons 
area.

Mrs. Gaines, in her 12th 
year of teaching at BPHS, 
chose the gingerbread making 
project again this year after it 
was such a success last year 
with the students.

“Kids love the  hands-
on approach to baking and 

cooking,” remarked Mrs. 
Gaines.

The 11 boys and 4 girls in the 
class began their gingerbread 
house project just before 
Thanksgiving. Mrs. Gaines 
provided the gingerbread 
dough and frosting. The 
decorations, mainly candies, 
are supplied by the students.

The designs of the houses 
are the creations of the 
students.

“It’s fun to create foods 
and be able to eat them,” 
says Christian Sorensen. He 
won’t be eating this creation, 
however. The gingerbread 
house will be judged by 
teaching staff at the high 
school and a prize will be 
given to the house ranked the 
best. The identity of the prize 
has not yet been revealed.

The creative foods students 
utilize five kitchens in the 
classroom.

Three students make up 
each kitchen.

Some of the students already 
had their themes and names 
chosen for their gingerbread 
creations.

“Our roof collapsed and we 
had to re-do it,” commented 
Kyler Christianson. “You 
learn by doing and the hands-
on approach is a good one,” 
said Mrs.Gaines. “The kids 
pick up skills they need to 
learn to cook and create their 
own dishes in the future,” she 
added.

Kitchen #1 consists of Jake 
Ressler, Carly Meyer and 
Christian Sorensen. Their 
gingerbread creation is called 
Snoopy’s Fantasyland. The 

student creators built a house 
and placed Snoopy on top. 
Peppermint patties were used 
as steps to the house.

Kitchen #2 is made up of Jon 
Heron, Kristian Hammersma 
and Cameron Kubista. They  
had yet to name their creation 
at press time.

Kyler Christianson, Taylor 
Peterson and Hailey Naatz 
comprised Kitchen #3. 
Their creation was named 
“A Christmas Story.” They 
actually built two houses, a 
large one and a smaller one 
with a path linking the two. 
Lots of candy was used to 
make this house.

Kitchen #4 was manned by 
Jack Abbe, Zach Wiese and 
Corey Lyman. They had yet to 
pick out a name for the house.

Clint Peterson, Chris Garcia 

and Rachel Peterson made up 
Kitchen #5. Their house was 
named “Whoville” from Dr. 
Seuss” The Grinch.

The kitchens are open and 
students were able to peek at 
their competitors. “He’s trying 
to sabotage my house,” one of 
the students teased.

“We need to put on some 
more sprinkles,” Hailey said to 
her two partners on the project. 
“We’re a little over half way,” 
she said.

“Do you have a grape stem?” 
Carly asked Mrs. Gaines. She 
said it would be dipped in 
chocolate and would serve as 
Charlie Brown’s Christmas 
tree. Mrs. Gaines told Carly to 
search herself.

Mrs. Gaines said she also 
enjoys the creative foods 
classes because the students 

have a chance to express more 
creativity and they also can 
make their own choices. She 
also teaches Foods 1 which 
covers the basics of cooking 
and baking.

Students in Mrs. Gaines’ 
class previously participated 
in cupcake wars and a future 
assignment will be to building 
a food truck, patterned after 
the Food Network.

Reflecting on his class, Jake 
said,”It’s another meal in the 
day.” Carly added, “I like the 
class because we don’t have 
homework.”

Mrs. Gaines said the students 
in her class, which starts at 
1:04 p.m., like to relax and 
chill after a more demanding 
day in other classes.

By HOWARD LESTRUD 
Staff riter

Movie Review:
Star Wars: Rogue One

BY EMILY SCHOENBECK 
County Staff Writer

May the force be with you 
for it’s certainly with this 
latest edition to the Star Wars 
universe.

“Rogue One”, set between 
episodes three and four of the 
saga, follows a band of misfits 
and rebels on their mission 
to find a weakness in the 
evil galactic empire’s newest 
weapon, the Death Star. For the 
uninitiated, it’s a planet-sized 
ship with the ability to blow-up 
real planets.

In the original trilogy, the 
Death Star’s might is on full 
display. Here, the rebel alliance 
is only beginning to become 
aware of the weapon’s awesome 
power, and the groundwork for 
its destruction begins to be laid.

The film has been credited 
with putting the war back in 
Star Wars, and it’s not hard to 
see why. In the now eight films 
in the Star Wars cannon, it’s 

Staff photo by Howard Lestrud

Snoopy’s Fantasyland is the name 
of a gingerbread house creation 
of Jake Ressler, Carly Meyer and 
Christian Sorensen of Blooming 
Prairie High School. Here, Carly 
shapes Sooopy on top of his dog 
house. The students are part of 
Mrs. Jennifer Gaines’ creative 
foods class. 

Staff photo by Howard Lestrud

Dr. Seuss’ Whoville is the name 
of this gingerbread house 

made in creative foods class at 
Blooming Prairie High School 

by Clint peterson, Chris Garcia 
and Rachel Peterson.

BPHS students show off architectural skills

Extension Master Gardeners 
across the state were recently 
asked to list favorite gardening 
gifts they have received. I’ve 
used their answers to compile 
a gift idea list for gardeners.  
Practical gifts will be used, 
appreciated, and their giver 
will long be remembered. 

1. The Cobra Head Weeder 
& Cultivator. This handy tool is 
aptly named and is designed in 
Wisconsin. There are different 
handle lengths to benefit the 
petite to tall gardener. One for 
hand cultivating and weeding 
is also available. 

2. High on the list was the 
Hori Hori knife. It is a sharp, 
multifunctional hand tool used 

for weeding, digging, planting 
bulbs, pruning, etc. (Hori Hori 
means dig dig in Japanese). 
Several may be found on the 
internet. Be sure to have a 
sheath for protection. 

3. Dewit Dutch Hand Hoe. 
This is another style of weeder 
and is good in working up the 
soil. Goserud is another source 
for lightweight hoes designed 
with a great angle for weeding. 

4.	 If your gardener likes 
books, here are some guides 
that are suited for MN and WI 
climates:

•Landscaping with Native 
Plants of MN by Lynn M. 
Steiner

•Ornamental Grasses 
for Cold Climates by M. 
Hockenberry Meyer

•The Lone Pine MN 

Master gardener’s Christmas gift wish list
By MARY COX 
Master Gardener

Zumbro River Brand, Inc.
Albert Lea and Owatonna, MN         

are currently seeking applications for 

MACHINE OPERATORS
QUALITY CONTROL

WAREHOUSE
MAINTENANCE POSITIONS

DIRECT HIRE IS POSSIBLE WITH EXPERIENCE
We specialize in agglomeration and 

extrusion technologies for the food industry
We offer $15 - $16 starting wage 

WITH LITTLE OR NO EXPERIENCE, 
ALONG WITH AN ABOVE INDUSTRY STANDARDS BENEFITS PACKAGE. 

All interested applicants can apply directly at our plant 
located at 1215 Hershey St. Albert Lea, MN 56007  or  138 West Front St. Owatonna, MN 56007 

or send a resume to jobs@zumbroriverbrand.com

only the second to receive a 
PG-13 rating. That’s not to say 
you can’t still bring your more 
mature padawans.

For the first time, we aren’t 
following mystic Jedi knights, 
but the foot soldiers and spies 
that make up the rebel alliance. 
They’re less refined and 
tougher than the characters in 
previous films, but, luckily, 
they’re just as much fun.

The wit and banter that 
lightened the original trilogy is 
back. The kid-aimed gross out 
humor of the prequels is gone.

This makes for an especially 
welcome shift in a movie that 
isn’t light on dark moments. 
Like any good war movie, 
there are casualties. The hits 
land, and not everyone rides 
off into the sunset, or stars. 
This isn’t, however, a bleak 
movie.

In the shadow of an 
oppressive regime, scrappy 
fighters build their rebellion 
on hope, a new hope you 
might say.

Faithful fans will recognize 
a few familiar faces, but this 
film is just as friendly to first 
time visitors to this galaxy far, 
far away. It treats the story 
and characters with a respect 
not even the original trilogy 
always managed, and anyone 
who considers themselves 
knowledgeable in the ways 
of the force should mark this 
down as a must-see. It is a 
prequel, but also a good film 
in it’s own right.

If you’re looking to ring in 
the Christmas week with an 
adventure, this is 

There’s no better 
holiday gift…

…than an evening
at Chanhassen!

Available in any
amount and good forever!

952.934.1525 • 800.362.3515
ChanhassenDT.com  

Nov2016-Trade2x7BW-Gift_Layout 1  11/23/16  11:10 AM  Page 1

and WI Gardening series by 
Don Engebretson and Don 
Williamson (The series include 
Tree & Shrub, Annuals & 
Perennials) 

•The MN Lawn Guide: 
Attaining and Maintaining the 
Lawn You Want by Melinda 
Myers

5. One gardener appreciated 
a load of good compost for her 
garden. (Ask your gardener if it 
is needed and the type or source 
that is preferred) 

6. Gift certificates to their 
favorite greenhouse, nursery or 
bookstore are nice gifts, too 

7. A membership to the MN 
Arboretum in Chaska. 

8. A magazine subscription 
to Northern Gardener. This 
magazine is a good reference 
tool.

9. A Bucket Boss Bucketeer 
fits into a 5 gallon pail. It can 
hold numerous hand tools and 
gardening essentials securely 
with numerous pockets inside 
and out. 

10. If your gardener grows 
flowers or herbs, lightweight 
pruners or straight tip trimmers 
would be a welcomed gift for 
dead heading and flower or herb 
cutting. 

11. An hour of your labor to 
assist the gardener in his/her 
efforts, perhaps in spreading the 
compost!

Have a great holiday season 
and remember the Steele County 
Extension Master Gardeners 
are available to answer your 
gardening questions. 507-444-
7685507.446.8900

2365 43rd St NW  •  Owatonna
daren@hiowatonna.com

NOW HIRING
BANQUET STAFF

COOKS
FRONT DESK

HOUSEKEEPERS
LAUNDRY

RESTAURANT SERVERS & HOSTS
WATER PARK STAFF



Merry Christmas
Owatonna’s Only Locally Owned Towing Company

Sweet Towing & Repair, INC.

Towing & Recover
We look forward  
to serving you!

507-451-3424  
215 Cedardale Dr. SE, Owatonna

sweettowingandrepair.com

1231 Brady Blvd. NW • Owatonna

Family Owned Since 1978

507-451-0845

Jack & Tracy Ellis

Ellis Body Shop
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Holiday Greetings
from your local businesses

(507) 451-7220 
495 W N. Street
Owatonna, MN

Happy Holidays
to you and yours

We hope your 
Christmas season is 

full of warmth and cheer

Wishing
You Peace

’Tis the season to celebrate life and remember 
all the good times we’ve shared with loved 
ones past and present. As we celebrate the 
birth of our Savior, we give thanks for all the 
blessings he has bestowed upon us, including 
the fellowship of friends and neighbors like 
you. 

Wishing you and yours a happy and blessed 
Christmas.

Albert Lea
507-373-2461

New Richland
507-465-8015

Ellendale
507-684-2881

Bonnerup Funeral & Cremation ServiCeS

507.451.2226
1414 S. OAK AVE. • OWATONNA

A Flurry of Holiday Wishes

Peace, joy, happiness, love...
May the Christmas season shower you and 

your loved ones with many blessings!

Beede Apartments
583-2246  -  Herman & Karen Beede

Happy Holidays
to our friends and neighbors around town!

148 Broadway St, Owatonna, MN 55060
(507) 455-6100 • www.jostens.com
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FLOOR TECH
Carpet - Vinyl - Laminate - Wood - Ceramic

322 E. Main, Blooming Prairie • 583-2276
2201 E. Main, Albert Lea • 507-552-1637

ROLL 
OUT 
THE 
JOY

We hope we’ve got everyone covered as we wish our customers, 
neighbors, associates and friends, a very merry holiday season.

For your continued support we are truly grateful.

Misgen Auto Parts
12880 SW 72nd Ave • Ellendale

507-684-2100 • www.misgen.com

From our flock to yours,go our very 
best wishes for a merry and magical 
Christmas. May your holiday be 
trimmed with beauty and a feeling 
of pure happiness that grows all 
year.

As we look forward to beginning 
another new year here, we simply 
can’t think of a better place to 
make our nest than this fine 
community. Thanks for making  
us feel so welcome and at 
home, friends.  
Happy Holidays! Sew happy to serve you 

this past year! 
From Linda, Holli & Taylor 

Sp•rtstltch1inc. 
583-7001 341 E. Main Street

www.sportstitch.net 
cclike" us on Facebook 0ee��:--e,.-,� 

With friends and neighbors like you,  
we have every reason to smile  

at the holidays and all year!

We hope you have a merry and bright 
Christmas and a dazzling New Year.  

Best wishes to you and yours!

We’re All Smiles  
at Christmas

Blooming Prairie • 405 E. Main Street • 507-583-2141
Mankato • 287 St. Andrews Drive, S 100 • 507-720-0250
New Richland • 132 N. Broadway • 507-463-0502
Owatonna • 1170 E. Frontage Road • 507-455-1000
Rochester • 3110 Wellner Dr. NE • 507-536-7700

Holiday Greetings
from your local businesses
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Owatonna Bus Company

Over 40 years of School Bus Service

   Happy 
          Holidays

Safety First! Be on Time!

Blooming Prairie’s letters to Santa

OPEN 
24 HOURS

507-451-7220 
www.cashwise.com

495 West N. Street, Owatonna

Just get it 
delivered!

CashWiseDelivers.com
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Medford’s letters to Santa

Medford Bus Company

Over 40 years of School Bus Service

   Happy 
          Holidays

GOOD JOB STUDENTS!
Over 40 years of Bus Service

Medford Bus Co., Inc.
Safety First! Be on Time!

Safety First! Be on Time!
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‘Tis the season . . .
for savings from

Auto-Owners Insurance.  
Ask how you can be eligible 
for a multi-policy discount! 

Hometown Insurance

Blooming Prairie • 507-583-6691 
www.hometowninsurance.com

Call or visit us 

‘Tis the season . . .
for savings from

Auto-Owners Insurance.  
Ask how you can be eligible 
for a multi-policy discount! 

Hometown Insurance

Blooming Prairie • 507-583-6691 
www.hometowninsurance.com

Call or visit us 

‘Tis the season . . .
for savings from

Auto-Owners Insurance.  
Ask how you can be eligible 
for a multi-policy discount!

Call or visit us

Hometown Insurance
Blooming Prairie • 507-583-6691 

www.hometowninsurance.com

Here’s hoping everything runs smoothly for you this Christmas.
We value your trust in us and thank you for your loyal patronage.

583-2046  •  218 Hwy. N Blooming Prairie
15 time President's Award Winner

You Deserve
the Best

…and we hope you get it!  Wishing all of our fine friends and 
neighbors here in the community a bright and wonderful 
holiday season, filled with good times and good fortune. 

Holiday Greetings
from your local businesses

PANTHER OF THE WEEK

Fynn Baumann is 
NRHEG’s Panther of the 
Week. He is the son of Ben 
and Meghan Baumann of 
Geneva.  Fynn was chosen 
as the student of the week 
by his 2nd grade teacher, 
Mrs. Dutton, because he is 
kind to his classmates, works 
hard in class, and always 

strives to do his best!  Mostly 
though, his teacher is always 
impressed with his quest for 
knowledge...always eager to 
learn more and help others 
if needed.  Fynn’s favorite 
movie is “Greek Heroes” and 
when he’s not in school he 
likes to play with his cat India 
and play Minecraft. Way to 
go Fynn, keep showing your 
Panther Pride!

 415 Main St. E, Blooming Prairie
583-6663

With warm wishes to our neighbors, friends 
and associates this holiday season. For your 
trust and goodwill we are sincerely grateful.

With Glad Tidings
At The Holidays

Henefield 
law Office, llc
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Ellendale’s letters to Santa

Ellendale Municipal Liquor Store  
217 5h Ave. W. • Ellendale • (507) 684-9422

May you enjoy a vintage year filled with many glad tidings. 

filled with our thanks 
       at year’s end
filled with our thanks 
       at year’s end
filled with our thanks 
       at year’s end
filled with our thanks 
       at year’s end
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MINIMIZER POLY PRODUCTS 

  • TESTED AND TORTUREDTM  • 
DAILY BY TRUCKERS FOR TRUCKERS

TESTED AND TORTURED

From our family to yours...
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