
By RICK BUSSLER 
Publisher

Like Jerry and Patty Wetterling, Mi-
chael Anderson of Owatonna has experi-
enced the anguish of having a child mur-
dered. And similarly to the Wetterlings, 

Anderson has been waiting for answers 
for years, but not nearly as long. 

The finding of Jacob’s remains and the 
confession from his killer are giving An-
derson renewed hope that his daughter’s 
case will be solved. It’s something he’s 
been wanting for seven years. 

Lacey Anderson, 19, went missing in 
Norfolk, Neb. in August 2009. Deer hunt-
ers found her body three months later in a 
remote wooded area. She was only iden-
tified through dental records and a shoe 
found at the scene.

Even after Lacey’s body was found, 
Anderson still wanted to believe it wasn’t 
his daughter. “It felt like I was living in a 
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Cable barriers to be installed 
on I-35 stretch by Ellendale

By RICK BUSSLER 
Publisher

The stretch of roadway that 
killed a 19-year-old woman last 
month near Ellendale is getting 
what is considered to be life-sav-
ing cable barriers over the next few 
weeks. 

MnDOT began installing high 
tension cable median barriers last 
week on Interstate 35 from mile 
marker 21 north of Ellendale to 
mile marker 31 south of Geneva. 

The work should be completed by 
Oct. 21. In the meantime, motor-
ists traveling southbound on I-35 
will encounter a left lane closure 
while construction crews work in 
the area.

Lane closures will not be al-
lowed after 2 p.m. on Friday and 
will resume on Mondays. Location 
of temporary lane closures will 
change during the project, typical-

BARRIERS
Continued on page 4A

Relative accused of witness tampering in murder case
By RICK BUSSLER 

Publisher

A relative of the key suspect in 
the June killing of a Medford man 
faces a felony charge for obstruct-
ing the murder investigation by 
tampering with a witness.

The Steele County attorney has 
filed a single count of aid offender-
obstruct investigation or prosecu-
tion against Marcus Anthony Tre-
vino, 24. If convicted of the charge, 
Trevino could face a penalty of 20 

years in prison.
Trevino is an uncle of Cyrus Tre-

vino, 24, who is being held as the 
alleged killer of Richard Jurgensen. 
Cyrus Trevino has been charged 
with second-degree murder. How-
ever, County Attorney Daniel Mc-
Intosh confirmed within the past 
two weeks that he is convening a 
grand jury to consider indicting 
Cyrus Trevino on first-degree mur-
der charges for the execution-style 
killing that took place on a gravel 

road northeast of Owatonna in late 
June. Jurgensen died of multiple 
gunshot wounds as his hands were 
bound, according to court docu-
ments. 

The most recent developments 
in the case took place Thursday 
when a potential witness spoke to 
an agent with the Minnesota Bu-
reau of Criminal Apprehension, 
which has been assisting the Steele 
County Sheriff’s Office with the in-
vestigation. 

Because of on-going safety con-
cerns with this case, court records 
did not reveal the gender of the 
witness. The witness told the BCA 
agent that he/she had been told that 
up to eight subjects from Texas 
were currently in Owatonna in an 
effort to “look into” people that 
were providing statements against 
Cyrus Trevino and his involvement 

TAMPERING
Continued on page 4A

Marcus Anthony Trevino

Developments in Wetterling case give 
grieving father optimism for answers

DESPAIR
Continued on page 4A

Michael Anderson of Owatonna clings to hope that the 7-year-old mystery of who killed his daughter will come to light soon. 
Anderson’s daughter, Lacey, disappeared in August 2009 in Norfolk, Neb. and her body wasn’t found until three months later by 
deer hunters. The recent developments in the decades old mystery of Jacob Wetterling give Anderson a glimmer of hope that his 
daughter’s case will be solved. 

Staff photo by Rick Busler

Construction crews are busy installing high tension cable median barriers on a 9.2 mile stretch of I-35 by Ellendale. 
The project will cause the southbound left lane to be closed. The work is expected to be completed Oct. 21.

In answer to a petition submitted to the county board 
in August, the state auditor’s office has investigated the 
county’s per diem process and reported its findings

The petition, represented by David Ludescher, an 
attorney in Northfield, claims that three county com-
missioners have used unapproved funds provided by 
the county through per diem payments. The payments 
are meant to reimburse commissioners for money they 
spend on travel and conferences for work. The petition 
accused the commissioners of not properly documenting 
their expenses and of pocketing some of the money. The 
petitioners want the money returned to the county and 
the commissioners to resign. When the petition was pre-
sented in early August, it had 345 signatures attached.

The commissioners in question, Mark Schultz, James 
“Corky” Ebeling, and Nina Huntington, were collective-
ly paid $31,360 between January 2009 and July 2014. 
That roughly translates to $1,900 each a year. The com-
missioners reject the claim and in return say they have 
been providing proper documentation.

After the petition was submitted, it was decided by the 
county auditor’s office the claim warranted investigat-
ing, and the auditor contacted the state for recommenda-
tions. The state has since finished their investigation of 
the county’s per diem process and issued their report.

According to the report issued by the state auditor’s of-
fice, the county is “in compliance with Minn. State Stat. 
Sections 15.17 and 471.38, and [they] have no further 
recommendations regarding documentation of claims as 
required by there statues.” The state auditor’s office did, 
however, have recommendations separate of  documen-
tation issues. 

While proper documentation is being taken, the state 
report finds “commissioner per diem claims are not be-
ing reviewed and approved by either the County Board

Debate about 
commissioner
charges continues

By EMILY SCHOENBECK
County Staff Writer

COMMISSIONERS
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TURNING DESPAIR INTO HOPE
Staff photo by Rick Bussler



For several years I have 
labored and struggled over mow-
ing my lawn, which painfully 
takes about three hours out of 
my schedule to complete.

I’m not typically one to com-
plain, but as I grow older I keep 
thinking to myself that it’s time I 
get a riding mower to get the job 
done in less than half the time it 
takes me now. 

What gets me is my racing 
mind. As I cut the grass, I can’t 
help but think what better things 
I could be doing with that time. 
There are many other activities 
I’d rather be doing than the yard 
work.  

To be honest, it doesn’t bother 
me too much, especially when I 
can absorb nature and get some 
good exercise on top of it all. 

That’s until my latest lawn 
mowing episode this past week-
end.

As I was carefully mowing 
the front yard and only about 
15 minutes into my long ordeal, 
a friendly neighbor raced up 

the street with his riding lawn 
mower and pulled right in my 
yard, stopping me dead in my 
tracks with the little bitty mower 
I have gotten to know so well. 

It was like a David and 
Goliath moment. 

I felt like a midget standing 
next to a giant.

“Why don’t you have a riding 
mower?” he cockily quipped at 
me. 

I tried to explain why I’m still 
huffing around the yard with a 
push mower, but he wasn’t buy-
ing it.

“It just pains me every time 
I drive by and see you mowing 
with that little mower,” he said. 

Now he’s talking.
Ah, ha… that’s the ammuni-

tion I need to plead my case 
with my family for getting a rid-
ing mower. 

And then the unthinkable hap-
pened. 

No, he didn’t give me a riding 
mower. But he at least offered to 
mow the rest of the lawn for me. 
I’ll take it. He saved me a couple 
hours of my Saturday afternoon.

This same neighbor has 
helped me out a few times clear-
ing out my driveway after a 
whopper of a snowstorm. 

His actions fit right into my 
pastor’s sermon the next morn-
ing. The pastor challenged us 
to go into God’s wide kingdom 
and push ourselves to help oth-
ers, even those right in our back 
yard. Right away I thought of 
my friendly neighbor. How did 
he know?

Let’s get back to my lawn 
mower dilemma. Over the years 

I’ve dropped some subtle hints 
around home that I wouldn’t 
mind having a riding mower. 
After all, it’s what I grew up 
using on the farm. I had a blast 
mowing lawn without having to 
huff it and puff it in order to get 
the grass cut. 

But to this day nobody has 
picked up on my suggestion for 
a gift. It doesn’t matter to me 
if it’s a gift for Christmas, my 
birthday, Father’s Day or heck 
even April Fool’s Day. Second 
thought maybe not Fool’s Day 
because it probably would end 
up being a joke at my expense.

Kids are you reading this? 
Hint, my birthday is coming up!

With two kids trying to pay 
college tuition, the reality of me 
getting a riding mower is prob-
ably non-existent. 

I’ll just have to get used to 
the fact that I’m stuck zipping 
around the yard with a little Toro 
push mower. Nothing flashy or 
spectacular about it, but it gets 
the job done. Well, unless one 
of the wheels comes loose like 
what happened a couple weeks 
ago. A trip to the repair shop 
and a $100 later and I’m back in 
business again. 

I guess I can just look on the 
bright side. Lawn mowing sea-
son is nearing an end for another 
year in just a few short weeks.

It’ll give me time to get reju-
venated just in time for another 
long mowing season again… 
with my push mower. Perhaps 
it’s time to push myself to go in 
hot pursuit of latching onto a rid-
ing mower instead. 

Have you watched the news recently?   It’s exhausting. It’s 
frustrating. It’s filled with things that, if you submitted them to 
Random House, they would most likely tell you, “we publish fic-
tion, but this is just too unbelievable to print.”

The election that is coming at the end of this year has sparked 
such debate and controversy that it’s made most Americans em-
barrassed as we have become the brunt of the world’s jokes. But 
this has happened before. Many times.

In Springfield, Illinois. June 1858, Abraham Lincoln called 
Stephen Douglas a co-conspirator to legalize slavery and gave 
the famous “House Divided” speech. Three weeks later, a few 
miles north, in Chicago, Douglas denied the charges and brought 
charges of his own against Lincoln, calling him “a dangerous 
radical.” And the slinging of mud went forth like that for quite 
some time.

The arguing and accusations caused a great split. The split was 
enhanced with the addition of public debates.

Next up… the year was 2000. Hanging chads. Anyone remem-
ber that?  Robert Salladay of The San Francisco Examiner posted 
an article back then which may jog your memory. I will print only 
a portion:  

“Even though voters across the nation picked two mainstream 
presidential candidates with traditional messages, enough wounds 
were opened during the past few weeks to make the battle be-
tween vice president  HYPERLINK “http://www.sfgate.com/sear
ch/?action=search&channel=politics&inlineLink=1&searchinde
x=gsa&query=%22Al+Gore%22” Al Gore and Texas Gov.  HY-
PERLINK “http://www.sfgate.com/search/?action=search&chan
nel=politics&inlineLink=1&searchindex=gsa&query=%22Geor
ge+W.+Bush%22” George W. Bush as nasty and suspenseful as 
the unexpectedly tough primaries.”

It’s one thing to have siblings fighting, but we must remember 
that at times, only the divine can step in to bring us back to unity 
and to remind us that we are family.  One Nation. Under God. 
Indivisible. With liberty and justice for all.  Those words, are 
probably not all that familiar in this day and age, as even our 
pledge has been tainted and tampered with by the spirit of politi-
cal correctness and governmental infighting.  “Friendly fire” in 
America has not been so “friendly” of late.

So… Lincoln was sworn in, March 4, 1861. Civil War broke 
out in April of the same year.  2001 George Bush is sworn into 
office. The country was split and bickering like the battling Bick-
ersons. September 11 comes around. 9/11. Lives are gone in an 
instant and we eventually begin a conflict in the Middle East that 
we are still fighting today.

Doesn’t it seem odd that it takes just a few things to get us so 
bent out of shape and we let the little things snowball until the 
hatred is out of control?   It then takes a disaster of epic propor-
tion to bring us plumb. To remind us that truly a house divided is 
neither healthy or able to stand.  

It reminds me of siblings fighting in the back seat of the car 
before the inception of seat belts.  Not heeding the warnings from 
the front seat, the fighting escalates to the point of not even being 
able to hear the voice from up there. 

And then… it happens. Out of nowhere. Suddenly and with-
out warning. Dad puts his foot down. On the brake pedal. Hard. 
Causing both combatants to actually take flight momentarily and 
then crash to a heap on the floor, closer to the wrath of the hand 
of the one they refused to listen to.  Out of crisis came unity…  
and a bit of whimpering.

Our country become so caught up that we no longer hear the 
voice of reason.

 Bringing America plumb. What will it take this time?
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A David and Goliath moment while mowing

A STATE AND NATIONAL 
AWARD WINNING WEEKLY

STAFF
Publisher.............. .............................Rick Bussler
Managing Editor............................... Mark DeLap
Business Manager............................Kim Hammer
Sales Manager.................................. Robin DeLap
Marketing/Sales.................................Lori Wagner
Sports Editor..................................... Josh Zimmer
Staff Writer......................................LeMar Nelson
County Staff Writer..................Emily Schoenbeck
Offic .............................................Tawni Hammer
Graphic Design.........................Michael Anderson
Staff Writer............................................Kylie Rice
Advertising Sales.................... Sarah Whitefeather

DEADLINE

News: Noon Fridays. 
Advertising: 4 p.m. Thursdays.

LETTERS POLICY
The opinions of our readers in the form of Letters to the Editor are 
a vital contribution to the healthy exchange of ideas on the Steele 
County Times opinion page. All letters must be signed by the writer/
writers and include a telephone number for verification purposes. 
Letters are accepted through personal delivery, by mail or by email at  
bptimes@frontiernet.net. 

Opinions expressed in letters to the editor do not necessarily represent the 
opinions of the Steele County Times and the editor reserves the right to edit 
letters when necessary. Please limit opinions to no longer than 350 words.

The Steele County Times encourages readers to write letters to the editor as a 
means of communicating ideas and opinions with others, with a goal being to 
make the community better for all people.

ETHICS

The Steele County Times editorial staff 
strives to present the news in a fair 
and accurate manner. Please bring any 
grievances against the Steele County 
Times to the attention of the managing 
editor.

SUBSCRIPTION RATES

Steele, Dodge, Freeborn & Mower..... $38
Elsewhere in Minnesota................... $40
Out of state......................................  $42

2016
8 State Awards 
2015
4 National Awards
7 State Awards
2014
3 National Awards
3 State Awards
2013
2 National Awards
7 State Awards
2012
2 State Awards

2011
4 National Awards

(Awards presented by 
Minnesota Newspaper

Association and National 
Newspaper Association)

MINNESOTA

NEWSPAPER

Letters to the Editor
Petitions to county 
board

I attended both the meeting of the 
whole and regular board meetinglast

tue the 13th. I would suggest the 
meeting of the whole also be filmed 
and made available to the public.  It 
is where most discussions and deci-
sions are made.  Two petitions were 
on the agenda, the first was about 
malfeasance in how the board mem-
bers documented collecting per diems.  
Headline in Peoples

Press wed stated Commissioners in 
the Clear in huge letters followed by a 
question mark.  The headline and fol-
lowing article seemed to exonerate the 
commissioners. Its the question mark 
that I feel wasn’t addressed in the ar-
ticle.  County Attorney Dan McIntosh 
went through the timeline and felt the

State Auditor had ruled in favor of 
county procedures as being in substan-
tial compliance with the rules and was 
done about the same in other counties.

Several petitioners questioned if 
McIntosh was working for the people 
or the three named when he presented 

the dispute to State Auditor.  One 
thing was not pointed out in the article 
which was crucial to petitioners con-
cerns.

The Auditor admitted the commis-
sioners had not completely followed 
requirements but kind of blamed our 
county Auditor for the malfeasance.

Whenever you have a dispute like 
this I wonder if the courts had input 
in the rules and if that is where this 
should go.  It’s the only way to ad-
dress the question mark.

 The second petition had to do with 
flooding of street, business’s and

resident basements after the county 
completed construction of the Hope 
main street several years ago.  It was 
stated that there were no problems pri-
or to the work so something must have 
changed during.  It was also stated that 
numerous requests for a solution were 
given to our county engineer and noth-
ing was being done other then a crew 
dispersed to pump the water.  It’s my 
understanding that finally these folks 
are going to have it fixed.

 I would like to touch on why the 
citizens of Steele County have to peti-
tion to get results.  The per diem issue 

came about when Iwa Jima veteran 
Ernie Benish started investigating 
Steele county and Owatonna city 
government.  He found that double per 
diems had been collected by a county 
commissioner in direct violation of the 
rules.  The funds were quietly returned 
and no further action action taken. In 
his investigations Ernie found that 
none of the previous commissioners 
had strictly followed the rules which 
led him to contact other concerned 
citizens and a lawyer was hired and a 
petition presented.  The Hope citizens 
should have had their issue resolved 
by the County Engineer without a 
petition.

The county treasurer also presented 
a budget for 2017 that has 4.2% 
increase.  If I read it right the lions 
share is needed to fund that cost sav-
ing boondogle called MnPrarie.  This 
was a plan pushed by former commis-
sioner/administrator Tom Shea and 
now has commissioner Huntington on 
the board . She did an excellent job 
justifying the increase.  Looks more 
like a foxy fox guarding the chickens.

County engineer Benson presented 
some possible needed change orders 

for the new shop site.  One was for 
about a thousand dollars to stake 
additional soil storage prior to using 
for the building pad.  If the site did 
not dry a possible 200 plus thousand 
would be needed to replace onsite 
soils with granular in order to com-
plete construction at present timelines.

Commissioner Brady stated there 
was really no need to stake the addi-
tional pile storage as land belonged to 
the county and money could be used 
to pay renter for loss of corn.  How-
ever commissioner Huntington stated 
she felt they should follow engineers 
recommendation as the pile could 
cause drainage issues.  Anyone versed 
in constructing building sites knows 
the plans contain contour lines which 
in five minutes can determine if there 
is a drainage problem. Perhaps the 
engineer was concerned with another 
18” grade bust which occurred on 
the Medford bridge. In that case she 
could have dispatched her survey crew 
which could have verified the grades 
in less than a half hour.

Perhaps it’s time we had commis-
sioners and department heads that 
watch spending instead of building 

bureaucracies.
   

David Nielson
    City/Town of Residence: Owa-

tonna
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The Cultural Diversity 

Network is pleased to 
announce that Ibrahim 
Hussein has been named 
as the first recipient of the 
CulturFest Ambassador 
Award. Hussein is the Founder 
and Executive Director of the 
Somali American Cultural 
Society of Owatonna, a 
non-profit organization that 
works with k through 12 
students providing tutoring 
and homework assistance. 
He is a business owner, 
full time student at Winona 
State University, and is a 
Commissioner on the Human 
Rights Commission of 
Owatonna. His dream is to 
become an elementary teacher 

with a special fondness for 
math.

Criteria for the award was 
that the recipient meet the 
following qualifications:

1.Promotes goodwill within 
the community.

2. Positively represents the 
mission and beliefs of the 
Cultural Diversity Network.

3. Is an advocate for their 
own culture and a student of 
others.

4. Celebrates our unique 
cultural diversity and 
fosters strong cross cultural 
relationships.

The award will be 
presented to Hussein at 
CulturFest immediately after 
the Opening Ceremony is 

completed.
Cultural Diversity Society 

President, Sue Schroeder had 
this to say about Hussein, 
“Ibrahim is a true servant 
within our community. He 
works in so many capacities: 
as an immigrant settlement 
guide, teacher, bridge builder, 
advocate, business mentor 
and employer. Ibrahim makes 
things happen to help people 
reach their goals. Always a 
hard worker, he is supportive 
and persistent in his efforts. 
Owatonna is very fortunate 
that he calls our City home.”

This year, CulturFest 
is slated for Saturday, 
September 24th from 10:30 
am to 4:30 pm at Wilson 

Elementary School, 325 
Meadow Lane, Owatonna. 
CulturFest is a free event 
that is fun for everyone and 
is an incredible day of music 
and dance talents, ethnic 
foods, authentic merchandise 
and activities for all ages 
to enrich its visitors with a 
multi-cultural experience. 
Superior performers from 
around the region gather to 
share their music and dance in 
celebration of their heritage. 

To enhance the day, the 
festival invites food vendors 
to sell their tantalizing ethnic 
cuisine from around the 
world. For more information 
about CulturFest, please visit 
the website at: culturfest.org. 

Ibrahim Hussein is First CulturFest Ambassador

Submitted photo

Ibrahim Hussein from the Cultural Diversity Network has been 
named as the first ecipient of the CulturFest Ambassador 
Award. 

The Blooming Prairie 
Veterans Memorial Breakfast 
Buffet Fundraiser and Silent 
Auction will be held on Sunday, 
Sept. 25 at the Blooming 
Prairie Servicemen’s Club 
from 9 a.m. to 12 noon.

Advance breakfast tickets 
are $5 and they will be $6 at 
the door. Children under five 
are free.

The public can get advance 

tickets from the American 
Legion, VFW, Sons of 
the American Legion, the 
American Legion and VFW 
Auxiliary members.

The BP Veterans Memorial 
Breakfast will feature 
pancakes, French toast, eggs, 
sausage, orange juice, milk, 
water and coffee.

The Breakfast Buffet is 
sponsored by the Blooming 

Prairie Veterans Memorial. 
All of the money raised by the 
breakfast will go toward the 
building of the BP Veterans 
Memorial.

If anyone would like to 
donate canned goods, baked 
goods or handmade items for 
the silent auction baskets, call 
Marilyn Meshke at 583-2439 
or Sandy Jones at 583-27

Blooming Prairie Veterans Memorial 
Breakfast Buffet set for September 25

By HOWARD LESTRUD 
Staff Writer

A Blooming Prairie 
Sesquicentennial committee 
began forming informally last 
Thursday night with 14 area 
residents coming together to 
toss around some ideas of how 
to observe the city’s 150th 
birthday.

Becky Noble, executive 
director of the BP Area 
Chamber of Commerce, 
arranged the meeting and 
asked for volunteers to digest 
some ideas and possibly begin 
planning an extra special 
community celebration.

The celebration will revolve 
around the Blooming Prairie 
4th of July celebration.

Those in attendance agreed 
that the Sesquicentennial 
celebration should run from 
Saturday, July 1 through 
Tuesday, July 4.

Many ideas were tossed 

onto the table with some of 
them sticking and others to 
be discussed at future meeting 
dates.

Some of the ideas presented 
included:

• Ribfest (July 1)
• Ecumenical church service
• Kids parade
• Temporary museum
• Community picnic
• Pageant
• Helicopter rides
• Pony rides, wagon rides 

(Pittmans)
• Reinactments of Blooming 

Prairie historical events
• Walk/run (hope for 150 

participants
• Market collectibles for 

150th
• Mud Bogs or tractor pulls
• Band competition
• Beer garden in park
• Banners on both ends of 

town starting in April
• Tribute to agriculture
• Softball tournament

• Kickball tournament
• Carnival rides
• Outhouse races
• Bed races
• Historical guided tours
• History book
• Special editions of local 

newspapers
• Old-style baseball game
• Tables in the park with 

displays by local organizations
It was agreed by the group 

that some of the special events 
revolve around the family. 
Next meeting of the committee 
will be at 6:30 p.m. Thursday, 
Oct 6 at the BP City Center.

Those attending the initial 
planning meeting were: Becky 
Noble, Linda Klemmensen, 
Rachel Klemmensen, Doug 
and Judy Myers, Sarah Esplan, 
Karen and John Foruage, 
Nancy Vaillancourt, Howard 
Lestrud, Nola Wradislavsky, 
Carol Iverson, Deb Brown and 
Doris Rasmussen.

BP Sesquicentennial 
Committee begins to form

Future action by commissioners uncertain
COMMISSIONERS: from page 1A

or by the County administrative 
official to whom the board has 
delegated this function.” The 
county auditor has been issuing 
per diem payments to the com-
missioners without having the 
approval of the board or any 
other delegated authority.

The state recommend that 
all per diem claims, especially 
those that require the county to 
pay the commissioners before 
the money is spent, be reviewed 
and approved beforehand. 

The county auditor and coun-

ty treasurer have now been del-
egated the authority to review 
such spending.

In light of the state’s report, 
Ludescher says this confirms the 
petitioners’ claims that the com-
missioners have been using per 
diem money without the proper 
authority and even implicates 
the county auditor in misdoing.

	 Regardless of wether 
or not the commissioners feel 
they have been using the money 
fairly, Ludescher says they have 
been using it without the author-

ity to do so.
	 “You need to do the 

proper paperwork, “ he said, 
“doesn’t matter what your intent 
is.”

	 Daniel A. McIntosh of 
the county attorney’s office said 
the report’s finding was more 
an issue of misinterpretation. 
In January, the board passed a 
resolution, as it does every year, 
giving the county auditor the 
authority to approve spending 
with a fixed amount set by law. 
Per diems are payments with an 

amount fixed by law, but they 
were not specifically approved 
by the resolution. McIntosh did 
not know if the state auditor’s 
office was aware of this resolu-
tion’s passage.

	 If they were not, it 
could be a matter as simple 
as the state’s office not being 
aware of the auditor being given 
authority to approve per diems 
in the January resolution. More 
complexly, if the state office 
was aware of the January reso-
lution, the state auditor’s office 

may have felt the resolution was 
not sufficient to grant the county 
auditor the authority to approve 
per diems, as they were not spe-
cifically mentioned in the reso-
lution.

	 Regardless, the state 
recommended the county give 
the auditor explicit approval to 
authorize per diems payments, 
which as of last week, the coun-
ty board did. While county au-
thorities are aware this is not 
fully satisfying to the citizen pe-
titioners, Macintosh says, “the 

county as a whole does not plan 
any other actions” in regard to 
the petition, though he could not 
speak to the intentions of indi-
vidual commissioners going for-
ward.

	 While the county has 
now made steps to make sure 
per diem requests are properly 
approved in the future, the ques-
tion remains whether the com-
missioners need to pay back the 
money that has not been prop-
erly approved.

Blooming Prairie, for a small 
community, boasts some very 
successful and productive busi-
ness enterprises.

One of those enterprises is 
Arkema Inc. of Blooming Prai-
rie and it welcomes community 
input to make the company a 
stronger one. David Price, plant 
manager, embraces the sugges-
tions of its citizens advisory 
panel which has been function-
ing since May 13, 1993.

The citizens group’s mission 
is outlined in a Mission State-
ment created at the group’s 
founding in 1993.

On the second Wednesday of 
every month, the Arkema CAP 
group meets at the BP City Cen-

ter and reflects on past successes 
and looks into the future explor-
ing new products. 

Roger Sorenson, a retired 
Blooming Prairie High School 
English teacher, is chief facili-
tator for the group. It is his re-
sponsibility to keep the meeting 
moving and focused. Plant man-
ager Price could be said to be the 
internal facilitator.

Members of the Arkema CAP 
represent all perspectives in-
cluding employees, high school 
students, educators and local 
residents.

Panel members are: Moham-
med Kazeml, Alison Pryor, Eli-
jah Baker, David Price, David 
Pfiefer, Donna Maixner, Dawn 
Gross, Sandy Bass, Gary Thor-
son, Burt Knutson, Roger So-
renson, Loan Trinh and Ricky 
Soto.

All meetings are open to the 
public and begin at 6 p.m. and 
go not much longer than an hour.

On the evening I attended, the 
group took a two-page, 14-ques-
tion survey designed by Price 
and his other company leaders. 
The survey was designed to de-
termine the effectiveness of the 
current CAP meeting system 
and to identify possible im-

provements to the meetings go-
ing forward.

Group members were also 
challenged to each produce three 
topics they would like to further 
discuss in the future. Some of 
the more popular suggestions for 
topics were: Arkema community 
involvement; outside speakers 
in related interests; speakers 
from other Arkema plants; new 
products and robotics.

Price announced to the group 
that a drill will be staged on a 
day in mid-October. It will in-
volve the local fire department, 
police department and ambu-
lance service. Arkema’s entire 
emergency response team will 
be involved in the drill.

“It will be organized chaos 
and my job that day will be to 
tell you what is going on,” Price 
said. He said the plant’s water 
cannons will be used to shoot 
water into tank forms.

Price also said that he hopes 
to arrange a plant tour for key 
emergency personnel.

A long agricultural history has 
followed operations at Arkema, 
Inc. of Blooming Prairie.

The site of Arkema, a global 
chemical company located at 
the south side of the city, can be 

traced to a creamery that operat-
ed from the early 1900s to 1969.

Since its eventual location 
provided access to soybeans, its 
main product necessary to pro-
duce its many specialty prod-
ucts, Arkema chose to locate in 
Blooming Prairie. The location 
also provided access to rail and 
boasted a proximity to custom-
ers.

Arkema’s chemical plant pro-
duces over two dozen finished 
products. These products are 
manufactured by chemically 
bonding oxygen to unsaturated 
bonds found in natural vegetable 
oils, such as soybean, linseed or 
other olefinic oils. This bonding 
causes changes in the physical 
appearance and chemical prop-
erties of the oils, making them 
more suitable for industrial use. 
Arkema’s highest volume prod-
uct is epoxidized soybean oil.

Epoxidized soybean oil and 
epoxidized linseed oil are pri-
marily used for imparting flex-
ibility, strength and ultraviolet 
stability to polyvinyl chloride 
resin formulations. 

Arkema also produces other 
specialty epoxides, which are 
used in lubricating oil formula-
tions, plastic formulations, and 

in the cosmetic field, including 
shampoo, lipstick, and perfume 
manufacture. 

Arkema business leaders 
should be commended for in-
volving its community in ex-

ploring new avenues to travel 
in hopes of improving its op-
eration. Other businesses should 
follow Arkema’s example of 
involving the community in its 
operations.

Arkema citizens group goes exploring

Staff photo by Howard Lestrud

David Price, plant manager for Arkema, looks into the future 
with his Arkema Citizens Adivsory Panel. He gives an update 
of plant projects to members of the citizens group. The group 
meets monthly at the Blooming Prairie City Center. Citizens group 
member David Pfiefer is at Price s right. 

Staff photo by Kylie Rice

The classics came to town last Saturday at the BP Classic and Customs Car Show. This 
emblem of a 1968 Chevrolet Camaro contrast sharply with the pickup truck across the 
street. 
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The stretch of roadway that 
killed a 19-year-old woman last 
month near Ellendale is getting 
what is considered to be life-
saving cable barriers over the 
next few weeks. 

MnDOT began installing 
high tension cable median bar-
riers last week on Interstate 35 
from mile marker 21 north of 
Ellendale to mile marker 31 
south of Geneva. The work 
should be completed by Oct. 
21. In the meantime, motorists 
traveling southbound on I-35 

will encounter a left lane clo-
sure while construction crews 
work in the area.

Lane closures will not be al-
lowed after 2 p.m. on Friday 
and will resume on Mondays. 
Location of temporary lane 
closures will change during the 
project, typically progressing 
from north to south, as work is 
completed. 

Kassondra Sage of Delano 
was killed instantly Aug. 10 at 
mile marker 27 traveling south-
bound when she lost control of a 
PT Cruiser after one of the rear 
tires blew out. The vehicle en-
tered the median and the force 

of the roll split the vehicle into 
two pieces. 

When asked if a cable medi-
an barrier could have prevented 
Sage’s death, MnDOT spokes-
person Mike Dougherty said, 
“It’s hard to say. It’s too specu-
lative.” 

However, Doughterty con-
firmed it’s certainly a possibility 
that if a cable barrier had been 
in place, it could have contained 
Sage’s vehicle and possibly pre-
vented it from entering the me-
dian and ending up on the other 
side of the freeway. 

A part of Sage’s vehicle came 
to rest on the northbound side 

before being struck by a motor-
cycle and two other vehicles. 

Cable barriers are widely re-
garded as life-saving devices as 
they can reduce fatal crashes by 
95 percent. Since 2004, about 
80 lives have been saved on 
roadways in Minnesota where 
cable barriers are in place, ac-
cording to Dougherty. “They 
feel these are great lifesavers 
that come at a much less cost,” 
he said.

The barriers are made of 
three or four steel cables strung 
on posts. When a car hits the 
barrier, the posts break and the 
cables flex, absorbing much of 

a crash’s kinetic energy. This 
redirects the vehicle along the 
median, preventing a cross-me-
dian crash. 

Dougherty said, “The barriers 
contain the vehicle so it doesn’t 
go into the on-coming lanes.” 

MnDOT says when a vehicle 
hits a section of cable barrier, 
maintenance crews can repair 
the damaged section quickly. 
The barriers are carried on steel 
posts that slide into concrete 

sleeves. If the barrier is dam-
aged, the posts slide out easily 
to allow a new cable section to 
be installed. 

With I-35 being such a high 
volume roadway, MnDOT is 
making every effort to get the 
barriers in place throughout the 
entire corridor. 

“We’re trying to get it in-
stalled as fast as possible, but 
it costs money,” Dougherty 
added.
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JENSEN AUCTIONS  •  507-456-1210

JENSEN AUCTIONS

Sat., Oct. 15, 2016
Real Estate offered at 1 p.m.

LOCATION: 308 3rd Ave. NW • Medford, MN.

H Tax Parcel: #16-103-0104 H Built 1976 H Single story 
rambler H 3 bedroom H 1.5 bathrooms H Total livable 1,472 
sq. ft. H Full basement w/family room H Taxes $1,942 H Double 
attached garage H 20'x26' detached garage w/heater H Lot 
90'x147'.

REAL ESTATE TERMS: $5,000 down day of auction, balance 
due in 30 days at closing. All earnest monies put down the day 
of auction are nonrefundable if buyers fail to close. All real 
estate sells in as-is condition with no warranty or guarantee 
expressed or implied by the sellers or any of their agents. All real 
estate sells with no contingency whatsoever. Owner reserves the 
right to accept or reject any or all bids. Any statements made 
the day of auction takes precedence over any printed matter. 
Earnest money and closing for real estate will be handled by 
attorney Robert E. Schmidt, 36050 Clear Lake Drive, Waseca, 
MN 56093.

AUCTIONEER'S COMMENT: If you are looking for a nice 
1-owner rambler home - here it is. Small town living close to 
shopping, church, also the city pool. Located on cul-de-sac, also 
extra heated garage for toys with separate entrance. All up for 
auction October 15, 2016 at 1 p.m. 

To view, conTacT Dennis Jensen 507-456-1210

aUcTion

AUCTIONEER
Dennis Jensen, Lic. 74-15-005

REAL ESTATE AUCTION

View auction on www.auctionsgo.com  (search by Jensen)

Lorraine Clemmensen
owner

Blooming Prairie MN
2017 Street Rehabilitation Improvements
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Sealed Bids will be received by the City of Blooming Prairie, Minnesota, 
in the City Hall at 138 Highway Avenue South, Blooming Prairie, MN 
55917 until 10 A.M., CDT, Thursday, October 6, 2016, at which time 
they will be publicly opened and read aloud for the furnishing of all 
labor, materials, and all else necessary for the following:

2017 Street Rehabilitation Improvements
In general, Work consists of the reclamation and resurfacing of 
bituminous roadways, along with concrete curb and gutter spot 
replacement and structure rehabilitation and adjustments. The Project 
consists of the following approximate quantities:
21,850 SQ YD Reclaim Bituminous Pavement
21,850 SQ YD Bituminous Wear Course (1.5-inches)
21,850 SQ YD Bituminous Base Course (2.0-inches)
1,650 LIN FT Remove and Replace B618 Concrete Curb and Gutter
28 EACH Adjust Misc. Structure
Along with miscellaneous roadway items.
Complete digital Bidding Documents are available at www.questcdn.
com for $20 by inputting QuestCDN eBidDoc #4652799 on the 
website’s Project Search page. Paper Bidding Documents may also 
be viewed at the City of Blooming Prairie and at Stantec, 6188 Rome 
Circle NW, Rochester, MN 55901, (507) 282-2100.
Direct inquiries to Engineer’s Project Manager, Brett Grabau, at (507) 
529-6030.
The successful bidder must be a “responsible contractor.” The term 
“responsible contractor” means a contractor as defined in Minnesota 
Statutes Section 16C.285, subdivision 3.
Bid Security in the amount of 5 percent of the amount of the Bid must 
accompany each Bid in accordance with the Instructions to Bidders.

The Owner reserves the right to retain the deposits of the 3 lowest Bidders for a period 
not to exceed 60 days after the date and time set for the Opening of Bids. No Bids may 
be withdrawn for a period of 60 days after the date and time set for the Opening of Bids.

The Owner reserves the right to reject any and all Bids, to waive irregularities and 
informalities therein, and further reserves the right to award the Contract to the best 
interests of the Owner.

Mike Jones, City Administrator
City of Blooming Prairie, MN

Father seeks justice for daughters murder
DESPAIR: from page 1A

I-35 by Ellendale gets cable barriers
BARRIERS: from page 1A

in the murder.
The witness said he/she had 

recent contact with Marcos 
Trevino in which Marcos called 
and stated that he was coming 
to a location in Steele County, 
court records show. The wit-
ness said Marcos picked him/
her up and they went for a ride 
in Trevino’s car. 

According to court docu-
ments, the witness stated that 
Marcos questioned him/her 
on if he/she was talking to the 
police. Marcos also allegedly 
told the witness that Cyrus had 
“papers” which indicated that 
the witness had testified to or 
talked with police regarding in-
volvement. 

The witness told Marcos that 
he/she didn’t want anything 
to do with the investigation of 
Cyrus. Marcos allegedly made 
a comment similar to “I’ll see 
you in court and we will see 
what you have to say,” the com-
plaint said.

Gerald Blevins has also been 
charged in the murder case with 
aiding and abetting second-de-
gree murder. Authorities allege 
he was with Cyrus Trevino at 
the scene of the killing.

TAMPERING
Continued from page 1A

nightmare,” he said.  
No one has been arrested in 

the case. And now seven years 
later, her father is still wonder-
ing who is responsible for her 
tragic death.

“It feels like a brick wall,” 
Anderson says, “But I’m hold-
ing out hope there will be an-
swers.”

Answers are rarely pleasant. 
The Wetterlings finally heard a 
detailed and horrifying account 
of what took placed after their 
son was snatched while riding 
bicycle. “It has got to be hell to 
hear as a parent, but it’s better 
than not knowing,” Anderson 
said. 

He wonders, “What kind of 
hell did she go through?”

While he hopes he doesn’t 
have to wait 27 years like the 
Wetterlings did to find out what 
happened to their son, Anderson 
is confident he will get an an-
swer some day. 

Besides the Wetterling case, 
Anderson also finds striking 
similarities with another local 
murder. The details surround-
ing the June killing of Richard 
Jurgensen in rural Steele County 
may be similar to what hap-
pened with Lacey. 

Authorities have identified a 
suspected drug connection be-
tween all parties involved in 
the Jurgensen murder. The top 
prosecutor has said the victim 
and two suspects arrested in 
the killing were heavy users of 

methamphetamine. Investiga-
tors learned that the suspects 
thought Jurgensen was a police 
informant, though police have 
denied that. 

“Hearing how they did that on 
a country road, killed him exe-
cution-style and possible snitch-
ing involved,” Anderson said, 
“There are a lot of similarities 
as to what I suspect happened to 
Lacey.”

Unlike Anderson’s case, the 
Jurgensen murder was solved 
and arrests made within a week. 
“I was happy that they got quick 
closure,” Anderson said. “I can’t 
help but wonder when Lacey’s 
time is going to come.”

Lacey also was heavily in-
volved in meth. A short time 

before her disappearance, Lac-
ey was involved in a drive-by 
shooting and charged with a 
felony. Her father says her life 
was threatened if she wouldn’t 
pull the trigger.  

Just a month before her death, 
Lacey called her father and said, 
“Dad, I’m in trouble.” She also 
indicated she wanted to go into 
treatment. Anderson arranged a 
bed for her in Minnesota to help 
with her addiction. 

But she never arrived back 
in Minnesota. The next thing 
Anderson got was a phone call 
from Lacey’s mother indicating 
she was missing. 

Anderson kept holding out 
hope that she would show up 
on his doorstep any day. After a 
month went by, Anderson said, 
“It started hitting me that some-
thing was wrong, but I was in 
denial.”

The last person to have seen 
Lacey was a well-known drug 
dealer in the Norfolk area, ac-
cording to Anderson. Police 
have questioned the drug dealer, 
but he reportedly knew nothing 
about her disappearance and 
subsequent killing.

Anderson is convinced the 
drug dealer killed his daughter. 

“I went nuts trying to hold it 
together,” Anderson said of his 
daughter’s disappearance. “That 
last month was hell. It seemed 
like it was a crazy blur.”

Ever since Anderson received 
the phone call notifying him that 
Lacey was dead, he said with 
tears, “Everything has changed. 
I’m almost ashamed to say it 
seems hopeless.”

Anderson admits he’s not the 
same person he used to be. He 
has trust issues, especially with 
two younger children. His mar-

riage fell apart. And it’s hard for 
him to find enjoyment in life.

“When a child dies, a part of 
a parent dies, too,” Anderson 
says. “A part of me died with 
Lacey. I used to have a lot more 
passion for life.”

He has undergone extensive 
therapy with clergy, counsel-
ors and support groups. It has 
helped him push forward to be 
there for his other kids, who are 
9, 11 and 29. 

With no evidence, no weapon 
and no suspect in his daughter’s 
death, Anderson said he feels 
“incredibly powerless.” 

Anderson has joined in with 
others on social media in hopes 
of finding evidence leading 

to Lacey’s killer. There have 
been several strangers that have 
joined in recently, fueling hope-
fulness for Anderson that some-
thing will help crack the case. 

“Lately that has been my opti-
mism,” he says. 

He also has helped to de-
velop a motorcycle ride each 
year called, “Justice for Lacey.” 
Money raised from the benefit 
helps fund a scholarship pro-
gram in Lacey’s honor.

Anger and desperation have 
defined Anderson over the past 
seven years. But he hopes to 
turn that outrage into healing 
once answers bring his daugh-
ter’s killer to justice.

Submitted photo

Lacey Lea Anderson disappeared August 23, 2009. Hunters found her body three months later just 
outside Norfolk, Nebraska.  

Submitted photo

Logo used for the Loud Pipes for Lacey event promoted 
by the Society of Brothers motorcycle organization. 
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“I’ve held 2nd Saturday with your Senator 
events, every month since my election in 2012.        
I’ve  met with you, listened to you, and worked 
hard to create solutions to the challenges you 
are facing. I’m asking for your vote so I can 
continue the work we started together.”  

Senator Vicki Jensen - Working hard for all of us!  

Veterans  
Many Minnesota veterans are facing 
hardships. I’m working to improve 
homelessness, unemployment and 
access to mental health services.  
      

I carried legislation that eliminated 
the state income tax from military         
pensions.  

Seniors  
Aging is part of life. I’m working     
to provide options so you can age  
with dignity, safety, and close to 
family and friends.   
    

I co-authored the 5% increase for 
skilled nursing staff to keep you 
safe and rural facilities open.  

Students  
Our students are facing large tuition 
costs and crippling student debt.        
I carried legislation to provide tax  
credits for student loan payments. 
 

I’m working to innovate how we    
deliver education through public   
private partnerships.   

Working Hard. Facing Challenges. Creating Solutions. 
www.vickijensen.com     Vote For Vicki November 8th 

 Paid Advertisement Paid For By Vicki Jensen For Senate | PO Box 265 Owatonna, MN 55060  
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OPEN 
24 HOURS

495 West N. Street, Owatonna
507-451-7220 • www.cashwise.com Or Toll Free 1-888-451-0976 • P.O. Box 321 • Owatonna

email: info@stewartsanitation.com

Locally Family Owned  
and Operated Since 1994

Your Local Choice!
When you have had it with the Large Corporate 

Companies, We offer you a friendly Small town way  
of doing business. Unlike our World Wide 

Competitors who rely on a contract to ensure your 
patronage, we earn it the old fashioned way!

507-451-0976

Rediscover the Magic of Camping...Rediscover the Magic of Camping...

Hope Oak Knoll
9545 County Road 3  •  Owatonna 507.451.2998

RIVER SPRINGS 
WATER PARK: 

CLOSED FOR THE SEASON
TENNIS & FITNESS 

MEMBERSHIPS 
ARE AVAILABLE!
STATE SCHOOL 
ORPHANAGE: 

COTTAGE 11 IS OPEN!

OWATONNA CALENDAR OF EVENTS

OWATONNA PARKS AND RECREATION
WWW.CI.OWATONNA.MN.US

507-444-4321 EXT. 3

Owatonna Parks and Recreation is giving you the 
opportunity to rent a variety of recreation equipment year 

round that will be perfect for you!  We’ve got baseball/
softball gloves, footballs, GPS units, picnic packs, fishin  
rods, backyard games and a NEW bounce house rental!   

Call our office or more information! 

If children are not given enough 
natural movement and play 

experiences, they are more likely 
to have difficulty paying attention 

and trouble controlling their 
emotions. Owatonna Park and Rec 

offers programs/activities year 
round and has 8 different outdoor 

playgrounds for your child’s 
enjoyment! Contact our office for 
more information! 507-444-4321

The Dog Park at Lake Chase Park is now open! The 
1.6 acre off-leash park is a great place to give 
your pooch some exercise and socialize! 

DOG PARK

The Bike and Skate Park is a Tier I park—it is free 
to use by all patrons.  Helmets are required and 
other safety equipment such as elbow and knee 
pads are strongly recommended.  Please report 
any damage or needed repairs to the Parks and 
Recreation Department.

SKATE PARK

Tennis & Fitness Center - Just Do It-Purchase 
a one month membership at regular price 
and get a 2nd month of equal or lesser 
value for ½ price!  *Not eligible with any 
other specials or discounts

SEPTEMBER SPECIAL

Tennis & Fitness Center - Serve It Up- It’s 
Tennis Time…reserve a 1.5 hour block of 
Open Tennis Court Time for $5 a person 
between 7:30pm-9:30pm, Monday through 
Thursday.

OCTOBER SPECIAL

September 23: Owatonna Park Passport signs changed
September 23: SeniorPlace Trip: Post Town Winery Tour and 

Tasting
September 24: Brooktree Golf Course Music on the Patio 
September 24: Owatonna Freestyle Series-Morehouse 

Skate Park
September 26: Deadline to register for Junior/Ace Tennis 

Lessons
September 26: Co-Rec Volleyball Schedules available
September 28: Winter Registration begins
October 1: Brooktree Golf Course Music on the Patio 
October 4: Brooktree Golf Course “National Golf Lovers 

Day”
October 7: 3rd-6th Grade Basketball Deadline
October 7: Owatonna Park Passport Due
October 8: Brooktree Golf Course Music on the Patio
October 14: Brooktree Golf Course “Tin Cup Night”
October 21: Calendar Photo Contests Submissions deadline
October 29: Trick or Treat Trail @ Manthey Park
October 31: K-2nd Grade Basketball Deadline
December 1: Swimming Registration

SEPTEMBER 2016

VOLUNTEER COACHES PLAY AN IMPORTANT 
ROLE IN THE YOUTH SPORTS EXPERIENCE.  

Volunteers are trained in our philosophy of youth sports, firs  
aid, concussions and how to teach skills for their sport. All 
volunteers must complete a background check each year.

VOLUNTEER COACHES NEEDED

This fund helps support programs for all youth in Steele 
County and Adult Therapeutic Recreation Programs.  Forms 
are available at the Park & Rec Offic .  Participants must 
pay 25% of program fees, any late fees, and must show 

verification o  one of the qualifications
*Current recipients of Free or Reduced Lunch Program 
*Current recipients of SSI or Social Security Benefit 	
*Current recipients of Medical Assistance Program	
*Other circumstances (will need to explain)

YOUTH SCHOLARSHIP FUND

With disabilities or health concerns are encouraged to 
participate in any youth program.  Adaptive equipment, 
program modifications and other accommodation  
to assist the child will allow them to participate with 
equal advantage.  Coaches and staff receive pertinent 
information regarding the child’s needs prior to their firs  
meeting.

YOUTH WITH DISABILITIES

* Pavilions are available - reserve anytime with  
    Fireplaces at Gainey & Mineral Springs Park. 
 * SeniorPlace has 7 different rooms available  
    for rent, 2 of those rooms include a kitchen  
    for your use!  Contact SeniorPlace for rates  
   and availability.  507-444-4280

RENTALS

Members of South Country Health Alliance can 
now receive $15 off Parks & Recreation youth 
activities and classes.  Therapeutic Recreation 
activities are also included.  Maximum of 3 classes 
per calendar year.  A Scholarship form must be 
completed and current SCHA membership card 
must be presented at the time of registration.

SCHA

JUNE ‘16
June 8: River Springs opens for the season
June 8: SeniorPlace Treasure Island Resort & Casino Trip
June 9: Steele County Safety Camp
June 10: Steele County Safety Camp
June 12: River Springs Water Park Family Night
June 13: Tennis Summer Session 1 begins
June 13: Therapeutic Recreation Summer Bowling League Begins
June 13: River Springs Water Park- Water Aerobic Evening 

Classes Begin
June 13: Private Swim Lessons Begin
June 13: Summer Track & Field Begins
June 13: Jaycee Park Pavilion Open House
June 13: Lap Swim & Water Walking begins at River Springs 

Water Park
June 14: Dancing at the Elk’s- Ryan Herman
June 14 & 15: SeniorPlace Facebook Class
June 15: River Springs Water Park Family Night
June 16: Learn to Skate Summer Hockey Begins
June 17: Movie in the Park
June 17: Friday Camp Begins
June 19: Father’s Day Special at River Springs Water Park
June 20: River Springs Water Park- Water Aerobics Morning 

Classes Begin
June 20: Session 1 Group Swim Lessons Begin
June 20: Olympic Sport Camp: Session 1 begins
June 22: River Springs Water Park Family Night
June 24: SeniorPlace Minnesota Lynx Bus Trip
June 26: River Springs Ducky Dash
June 29: Softball Invitational, Special Olympics vs. 
 Therapeutic Rec at Brown Park
June 29: River Springs Water Park Family Night

JUNE SPECIAL
BEAT THE HEAT!! Summer Fitness Pass (Memorial Day to 

Labor Day) Individual pass is $60; Couple or 
Family Pass  is $75. No additional discounts apply

YOUTH SCHOLARSHIP FUND
This fund helps support programs for all youth in Steele 

County and Adult Therapeutic Recreation Programs.  
Forms are available at the Park & Rec Offic .  Participants 
must pay 25% of program fees, any late fees, and must 

show verification o  one of the qualifications
*Current recipients of Free or Reduced Lunch Program 
*Current recipients of SSI or Social Security Benefit  
*Current recipients of Medical Assistance Program 
*Other circumstances (will need to explain)

SCHA
Members of South Country Health Alliance can 
now receive $15 off Parks & Recreation youth 
activities and classes.  Therapeutic Recreation 
activities are also included.  Maximum of 3 classes 
per calendar year.  A Scholarship form must be 
completed and current SCHA membership card 
must be presented at the time of registration.

 ATTENTION!  
*SeniorPlace Memberships are available!
*Brooktree Memberships are available!
*Tennis & Fitness Memberships are available!
*State School Orphanage: Cottage 11 is Open!
*River Springs Water Park: Opens June 8!

OWATONNA CALENDAR OF EVENTS

OWATONNA PARKS AND RECREATION
WWW.CI.OWATONNA.MN.US

507-444-4321 EXT. 3

Local Family Owned
and Operated Since 1994

Your Local Choice!
Personal Service You Just Can’t Get From A Large Corporation
When you have had it with the Large Corporate Companies, We offer you a Friendly 

Small town way of doing business. Unlike our World Wide Competitors who rely on a 
contract to ensure your patronage, we earn it the old fashioned way!

507-451-0976
Or Toll Free 1-888-451-0976 • P.O. Box 321 • Owatonna

email: info@stewartsanitation.com

2 Free Months of Regular 
Residential Service! 

*Call for details

www.expresspros.com 
507-455-3002 • 800-832-3002

812 S. Elm, Owatonna, MN 55060

VOLUNTEER COACHES PLAY AN IMPORTANT 
ROLE IN THE YOUTH SPORTS EXPERIENCE.  

Volunteers are trained in our philosophy of youth sports, firs  
aid, concussions and how to teach skills for their sport.  All 
volunteers must complete a background check each year.

JULY ‘16
July 3: Veteran’s Day Special
July 10: River Springs Summer Party
July 11: Monday Junior Golf Begins
July 12: Tuesday Junior Golf Begins
July 13: Daddy and Me or Mommy and Me at Brooktree Golf Course
July 13: SeniorPlace SPAM Museum Trip
July 15-17: Owatonna’s 6th Annual Weekend Out
July 17: Brooktree Junior Scramble and Caddyshack Tournament
July 20: Minn Aqua Fishing Clinic for TR Members at Lake Kohlmier
July 21: Adult Kickball deadline to register
July 26: Park & Rec Fall Brochure is released

July 28: Adult Fall Softball deadline to register

VOLUNTEER COACHES NEEDED

RENTALS
* Pavilions are available - reserve anytime with  
    Fireplaces at Gainey & Mineral Springs Park. 
 
* SeniorPlace has 7 different rooms available  
    for rent, 2 of those rooms include a kitchen  
    for your use!  Contact SeniorPlace for rates  
   and availability.  507-444-4280

Owatonna Parks and Recreation is giving you 
the opportunity to rent a variety of recreation 

equipment year round that will be perfect for you!  
We’ve got baseball/softball gloves, footballs, GPS 
units, picnic packs, fishing rod , backyard games 

and a NEW bounce house rental!   
Call our office or more information! 

PASSBOOKS AND MEMBERSHIPS ARE AVAILABLE AT 
THE OWATONNA PARKS & RECREATION OFFICE

Passbooks: 10 passes: $65;   20 passes: $120;  30 passes: $165
Daily Admission: June 10-August 14: *$7.00/person *$5.00 under 
48” tall  *Kids under two, free with paid adult *$4.50 Twilight Fee 
(5:00pm-Close) *$2.50 Last Hour Special (7:00 pm-Close)
WEEKLY SPECIALS: Monday: Grandparents Day-Grandparents 
get into River Springs for free with a paid grandchild (at normal 
facility rate) Tuesday: Twilight Day-$4.50 twilight admission rate ALL 
day  Wednesday: Family Night-June 8-August 10: 5:00 pm-Close 
& August 17: 4:00pm-Close.  $4.50 per individual or $13.50 
per family up to 6 people ($2.25 charge for each additional 
person over 6) Thursday:  Facebook Special- Like River Springs on 
Facebook.  There will be a posting with a special each Thursday.
Weather: River Springs will close for at least a ½ hour if lightning 
and/or thunder are in the area.  River Springs will not open until 
the “feels like” temperature is 70 degrees for at least one hour.

RIVER SPRINGS WATER PARK 
OPENS JUNE 8!
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Area Church Schedule
118 5th Ave.

Ellendale
507-684-2471
Andy & Mary Lerberg

LERBERG’S 
FITNESS 
CENTER

Locally Owned & Operated
237 Hwy. Ave. S.

Blooming Prairie
507-583-6671

Michael Bishman
121 W. Broadway St.
Owatonna, MN 55060

Phone: (507) 451-0193
Fax: (507) 451-6640

322 East Main St.
Blooming Prairie

507-583-2276

FLOOR 
TECH

www.expresspros.com/owatonnamn
507-455-3002
800-832-3002

812 S. Elm Ave.
Owatonna, MN 55060

3249 N County Road 45
Owatonna

507-451-7121

Service Center:
507-528-2233

After Hours Towing:
507-456-4158
111 Front Street

P.O. Box 282
Claremont, MN

Sales • Service • Rentals • Leasing

800-722-1282
www.garlickswater.com

1180 Frontage Rd E • Owatonna
507-455-9551

www.owatonnagranite.com

“Creating Your Story in Stone”

FOR THAT HOMETOWN 
PERSONAL TOUCH

Hwy. 218
Blooming Prairie

507-583-2018

Call Jon Arnett @
455-3735 for a tour 

236 22nd St. SE • Owatonna

Vibrant Living For  
Individuals 55 & Older  
at a Reasonable Price

1011 Hoffman Drive
Owatonna

507-451-2585
www.kernelrestaurant.com

Minimizer.com • 800-248-3855 • Blooming Prairie

800-248-3855
www.minimizer.com

Blooming Prairie

		

Lutheran

AURORA LUTHERAN  
6329 SE 38th St., Owatonna 

Pastor Stephanie Wood
(507) 676-5696 

10:45 a.m. Sunday Worship Service 
9:15 a.m. Sunday School
TRINITY LUTHERAN  

CHURCH 
588 S.E. 118th St., Blooming Prairie 

Pastor Stephanie Wood
(507) 676-5696 

Sunday School 10:15 a.m.
Sunday Worship 9:00 a.m.

FIRST LUTHERAN 
CHURCH—ELCA 

434 First St. SW., Blooming Prairie 
Charles Leonard, Senior Pastor 

Heidi Heimgartner, Associate Pastor 
(507) 583-6621  

firstlutheranbp.com 
Worship: 8:30 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.  
FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH 
8953 S.W. 37th Ave., Hope         

Pastor Sandy Miller 
(507) 451-3854 

Services: 9 a.m. Sunday School, 
Adult Ed: 10:15 a.m.

GOOD SHEPHERD 
LUTHERAN—LCMS 

2500 Seventh Ave. N.E., Owatonna 
The Rev. Mark Rosenau,  

the Rev. Gregory Schlicker  
(507) 451-4125 

www.goodshephardowatonna.com 
Services: 8 a.m., 9:15 a.m. &  

10:30 a.m. Sunday 
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m.  

PONTOPPIDAN LUTHERAN 
CHURCH

9651 SW 75th Street Ellendale 
(507)465-8366

Family Choir 9:00-9:15 a.m.
Sunday School/Adult Education  

9:15 a.m. Sunday, Worship 10:15 a.m.
ST. MICHAEL’S  

LUTHERAN—ELCA 
30450 570th Ave., Waltham 

Minister Dwight DoBell 
(507) 567-2474 

Service: 8:30 a.m. Sunday Sunday 
School: 9:45 a.m. 

RED OAK GROVE  
LUTHERAN—ELCA 

30456 Mower-Freeborn Road, Austin 
Pastor Lindsay Stolen 

(507) 583-2038 or (507) 437-3000 
www.roglutheran.org 
Service: 9 a.m. Sunday 

Sunday School (Sept-May): 10:15 a.m.
REDEEMER LUTHERAN  

CHURCH—LCMS 
1054 Truman Ave., Owatonna 

Pastor Kirk Griebel 
(507) 451-2720 

www.redeemerowatonna.org 
Service: 9 a.m. Sunday 

Sunday School: 10:15 a.m.
ST. JOHN LUTHERAN 

CHURCH —LCMS 
4532 S.E. 84th Ave., Claremont 

The Rev. Alan Broadwell 
(507) 528-2404 

sjlcoffice@frontiernet.net 
Weekly Church Services:  

Saturday Evening at 6 p.m. with Holy 
Communion, Sunday Morning at 

10:30 a.m. with Holy Communion 
offered during the 2nd and 4th Sunday 
of each month. Sunday School 9:00 

a.m. - 10:15 a.m. (Sept. - June) 

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN  
CHURCH—LCMS 

28959 630th Ave., Sargeant 
Pastor Collin Duling 

Service: 10:15 a.m. Sunday 
Sunday School: 9 a.m.

TRINITY LUTHERAN  
CHURCH—ELCA 

104 First St. S.E., Hayfield 
The Rev. Paul Hauschild 

(507) 477-2248 
www.trinityhayfield.org 

Services: 8 & 10:30 a.m. Sunday 
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m.

TRINITY LUTHERAN—LCMS 
57403 300th St., Waltham 
Pastor Jesse Krusemark 

(507) 567-2272 
Service: 10:15 a.m. Sunday 

Sunday School: 9 a.m.
ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN—LCMS 

202 E. Park Ave., Hollandale 
Pastor Jesse Krusemark 

(507) 567-2272 
Service: 8:00 a.m. Sunday  
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.

COMMUNITY LUTHERAN 
CHURCH—ELCA 

106 Third St. S.E., Geneva 
Pastor Kristen Venne 

(507) 256-4288 
Service: 9:30 a.m. Sunday 

ZION LUTHERAN 
CHURCH - ELCA 

7126 SW 98th St., Ellendale
Pastor Patti Meyer 

(507) 451-2165 
Worship 8:30 AM 

TRINITY LUTHERAN 
CHURCH—LCMS 

108 Third Ave S.W., Medford  
Pastor Mark Biebighauser 

(507) 451-0447 
Service: 9 a.m. Sunday 

Education hour: 10 a.m.
   ST PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
    2781 S.W. 92nd Ave., Meriden

Pastor Patti Meyer 
    (507) 451-2165

Worship 10:30 a.m.

TRINITY LUTHERAN 
CHURCH—ELCA

609 Lincoln Ave., Owatonna
Todd Buegler, Senior Pastor

Dean Smith, Associate Pastor
(507) 451-4520

www.tlcowatonna.org
9:00 am Worship

10:15 am Sunday School
FIRST LUTHERAN 

CHURCH, AFLC                                           
Ellendale, Minnesota                
Pastor Richard Sliper            
Saturday - 8 a.m. Men’s 

Bible Study Sunday - 9 a.m. 
Worship: 10:10 Sunday School; 

10:15 Coffee and Fellowship                                  
Tuesday - 6 a.m. Call to Prayer, open 
to all Churches; 7 p.m. Call to Prayer              
Wednesday - 9:30 a.m. Bible Study; 

6 p.m. Call to Prayer; 6:15 Hands 
of Praise; 6:30 Confirmation;              

6:30 p.m. Youth Group
MOLAND LUTHERAN CHURCH

7618 NE 84 Ave, Kenyon
Pastor Nancy Edwardson

(507) 789-6666
(Sept. -  May) 10:45 a.m. Worship
(June - Aug.) 9:00 a.m. Worship

9:30 a.m. Sunday School

Catholic

ST. AIDAN CATHOLIC PARISH
Hwy 30 Ellendale

507-465-8217
The Rev. Raul Silva, Pastor
The Rev. Adam McMillan, 

Parochial Vicar
Sunday Mass: 8 a.m.

ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC PARISH 
Rural Geneva 

The Rev. Raul Silva, Pastor
The Rev. Adam McMillan, 

Parochial Vicar
(507) 465-8217 

Sunday Mass: 11:00 a.m. 
SACRED HEART CATHOLIC 

150 NE Second St. Hayfield 
The Rev. Thomas Niehaus 

(507) 477-2256 
Sunday Mass: 8 a.m. 

Reconciliation: Before Mass
Adoration: Tuesdays 9 to noon

ST. COLUMBANUS  
CATHOLIC PARISH 

114 E. Main St., Blooming Prairie 
The Rev. Thomas Niehaus

(507) 583-2784
stcolumbanuschurch.com 

Reconciliation: 4:30 p.m. Saturday 
Sunday Mass: Vigil 5 p.m. Saturday 

and 10 a.m. Sunday.
Adoration: Mondays 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Office hours: M-F, 9 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

CHURCH OF ALL SAINTS 
307 First St. SW., New Richland 

The Rev. Raul Silva, Pastor
The Rev. Adam McMillan,  

Parochial Vicar
(507) 465-8217 

Sunday Mass: 9:15 a.m.

HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC  
CHURCH OF LITOMYSL 

9946 SE 24th Ave., Owatonna 
The Rev. John Sauer, Pastor 

The Rev. Brian Sutton, 
Parochial Vicar  
(507) 451-1588 

www.litomysl.webs.com 

Sunday Mass: 9:30 a.m.   
with Children’s Church

Reconciliation: after Mass 1st Sunday 
Family Faith Formation and Adult 
Bible Study after Mass with noon 

potluck: 2nd Sunday of month 
Confirmation class: 2nd Sunday and 

Wednesday evening 
SACRED HEART PARISH

810 S. Cedar Ave., Owatonna 
The Rev. John Sauer 

(507) 451-1588 
www.sacredheartowatonna.org 

Sunday Mass: Vigil 5 p.m. Saturday, 
7:30 a.m., 9 a.m., & 10:30 a.m. 
Spanish Mass: 1 p.m. Sunday

Daily Mass: 7:15 a.m.
Reconciliation: 4 p.m. Saturday

Adoration: Thursdays 9 a.m.- 10 p.m.

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC PARISH
512 S Elm, Owatonna

507-451-4845
Fr. Kevin Connolly

Deacon Patrick Fagan
Sunday Mass: Vigil Sat. 4 p.m.
8 a.m., 9:30 a.m. and 11 a.m.

Reconciliation 3-3:30 p.m. Saturday
Daily Mass Tues.-Sat. 8 a.m.

Adoration in Chapel - 24 hours each day

CHURCH OF CHRIST THE KING
205 NW Second Ave., Medford

(507) 451-6353
Fr. Kevin Connolly,

Parochial Administrator
Sunday Mass: Vigil Saturday 5 p.m., 

10 a.m. Sunday
Monday Mass: 8 a.m.

CORPUS CHRISTI PARISH
Deerfield

507-451-4845
The Rev. Edward McGrath, 

Parochial Administrator
Sunday Mass 8:30 a.m. 
Easter thru Christmas

Winter at Christ the King, Medford

Christian

DESTINY CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Owatonna Campus

422 W. North Street, Owatonna
Pastors Sam and Cheri Benson

507-254-8514 www.destinycc.org
Service: 10 a.m. Sunday

Full Gospel

Methodist

BLOOMING GROVE UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 
43089 180th St., Medford 

(7 miles west of Medford on CR 23) 
Pastor Cindy Kennedy 

(507) 835-8726 
Service: 10:45 a.m. Sunday 

Sunday School: 9:45 a.m. Sunday
ELLENDALE UNITED  

METHODIST CHURCH 
200 Sixth St. N.W., Ellendale 

Pastor Randy Cirksena 
(507) 684-2731 

www.ellendaleumc.org 
Services: 9:30 a.m. Sunday 

Free home style meal on the first 
Sunday of the month through Dec. 

2016. Worship is at 10:30 a.m. 
followed by the free meal at  
11:30 a.m. All are welcome. 

OWATONNA UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

815 E. University, Owatonna
Loren Olson, Pastor

Linda Boorman, Associate Pastor
(507) 451-4734

www.owatonnaumc.org

Traditional Worship: 9 a.m. Sunday
 Contemporary Worship: 10:45 a.m.

Church School/Adult Classes: 10 a.m.

Non-Denominational 

BRIDGES OF HOPE 
COMMUNITY CHURCH 

130 East Bridge St, Owatonna, 
Pastor Keith Haskell 

507-215-2249 
Sundays 10:00 AM 

Coffee Fellowship starts at 9:30 a.m.

CEDAR CREEK CHURCH 
30 E. Main St. P.O. Box 224, 

Hayfield 
Pastor Aaron de Neui 

(507) 477-2255 
www.cedarcreekchurch.org 

Service: 10 a.m. Sunday
ELEVATION NORTH CHURCH  

2002 Austin Rd.
Pastor Doug Jones

(507) 363-3099
www.elevationnorth.blogspot.com

Sun 10 a.m. English Service 
10:30 a.m. Service & Kids Zone  

2 p.m. Spanish Service
Wed. 7:00 Bible Study 

Fri 7:00 Spanish Outreach

NEW BEGINNINGS 
CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

332 14th St. N.E., Owatonna 
Pastor Scott Peterson 

(507) 213-9194 
Service: 10 a.m. Sunday 
Bible: 7 p.m. Wednesday

DESTINY CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
Owatonna Campus 

422 W. North Street, Owatonna 
Pastors Sam and Cheri Benson 

507-254-8514 
www.destinycc.org 

Service: 10 a.m. Sunday

SIMPLE CHURCH 
Pastor Todd Lundgren 

507-451-5661 
Sundays 9:30 

Meeting in the Country Goods 
building across the  

freeway from Cabela’s. 
Other gatherings? Please call.

Mennonite

PRAIRIE MENNONITE CHURCH 
13638 750th St., Blooming Prairie 

Dennis Martin 
(507) 583-2081 & (507) 477-3216 

Services: 7:30 p.m. Wednesday 
and 10:30 a.m. Sunday  

Sunday School: 9:30 a.m. 

Mormon

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST 
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS 

404 31st St. N.W.,  Austin 
Bishop Rick Bremner 

(507) 433-9042 
Service: 9 a.m.-10:10 a.m. 

Presbyterian

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH 

109 E. Main St., Hayfield 
Pastor Steven Robertson 

(507) 477-2631 
Service: 10 a.m. Sunday 

Seventh-Day Adventist

SEVENTH-DAY  
ADVENTIST CHURCH 

2373 Seventh Ave. N.E., Owatonna 
Pastor Robert Brauer 

(507) 340-7143 
Service: 11 a.m. Saturday 

Sabbath School: 9:30 a.m. Saturday

UCC

CONGREGATIONAL UNITED 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

211 Main St. S., Medford 
Pastor Louise Bender 

(507) 451-4596 
Confirmation: 9 a.m. Sunday 

Service: 10 a.m. Sunday 
Sunday School: 10 a.m. Sunday 

Assembly of God

VIBRANT LIFE  
ASSEMBLY OF GOD 

702 Third St. S., Ellendale 
Pastor Patrick Stitt 

(507) 684-3421 
Service: 10:30 a.m. Sunday 

Sunday School: 9 a.m. 
vibrantlifeag.com

Baptist

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
104 First Ave. N.E.,  
Blooming Prairie 

Pastor Matt Fennell 
(507) 583-2673 

Services: 6:30 p.m. Wednesday 
and 10 a.m. & 11:30 a.m. Sunday 

Sunday School: 9 a.m. Sunday

507.256.4712
104 Central Ave. N., Geneva

Registered 
Showroom

We’ll treat your home 
as if it were our own.

411 East Main Street
507-583-4431

Pastor’s corner

Area Church Spotlight
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Dr.
Deborah

Lien
DDS, MBS

Dr.
Deborah

Lien
DDS, MBS

Building
Healthy
Smiles!

132 2nd Ave NE
Blooming Prairie
507.583.6613

FREE 
CONSULTATION

Paul had a desire for what 
he was shown in the Spirit. It 
didn’t hinder his walk here 
on earth, but the desire and to 
share that desire was not a bad 
thing…. AND he didn’t keep it 
to himself.

When Christ Himself 
came to John on the Island of 
Patmos, there was a striking 
statement presented in the 
first chapter: Rev 1:19 Write 
the things which thou hast 
seen, and the things which are, 
and the things which shall be 
hereafter;

When the church does not 
promote a vision or does not 
share the coming events, there 
can be much stagnation without 
anticipation. That teaching 
comes from fear. “What if it 

doesn’t happen?”
If Jesus didn’t want us to 

keep our eyes on the prize, He 
wouldn’t have presented it – 
nor would he have had John 
tell the church.

We read in the gospels about 
the prophetic signs of the times, 
we read in Paul’s writings 
about the graphic nature of the 
catching away and we actually 
see through John’s eyes the 
splendor of Heaven.

In the 21st Chapter of the 
Book of Revelation we read 
what is recorded about that 
New Jerusalem and I am 
geeked about going. Even in 
the old testament, Abraham 
was not looking for a city made 
by men, but in Hebrews 11 it 
tells us that HE was looking for 

a city whose builder and maker 
was God.

In the gospel of John, Jesus 
tells us about His Father’s 
house with many mansions 
where a place is being prepared.

One thing you should 
NEVER discourage is 
anticipation when someone 
is looking ahead to what God 
has shown them. It’s like 
throwing a wet blanket over 
a fire. The fire of the Holy 
Ghost is constantly reminding 
us, warning us, teaching us 
and showing us the things of 
tomorrow as securely as He 
gets us through today.

I love my today… but 
it doesn’t stop me from 
anticipating my tomorrow. 
I love what God has done. I 

love what He is doing. I also 
LOVE what He has shared 
about tomorrow. Many times 
in scripture the tomorrow was 
given so preparations can be 
made today.

And finally… Joshua, 
standing in front of those 
massive walls of Jericho in the 
dark of night, saw, by the light 
of the moon the guards on the 
walls and the amazing task at 
hand. The angel of the Lord 
comes and tells him to LOOK 
AHEAD. Not to look only at 
what was… but what was to 
come.

Streetfire Ministries 
-Pastor Mark DeLap

Live for today but don’t be afraid to dream about tomorrow

6A •  Tuesday, September 20, 2016 • Steele County Times

Pastors Mark & Robin DeLap
616-788-1044 www.streetfire.net

Bible study Wednesdays 7 p.m.
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Community
BIRTHDAYS
September 20

Tyler Bass
Heather Pirkl
Kristin Miller

Gary Lueth
Kristen Robbins

September 21
Dean Naatz

Payton Fristedt
Sam Brewington

Mark Larkoski
Jackie Smith

Cathy Shawback
Krista Young

September 22
Katie Ingvalson

Joan Kubista
Sara Graves

September 23 
Carl Swenson, Jr. 

Brooks Zimmerman
Ethan Arett

Terri Zwiener
Megan Rask

Kathi Peterson

September 24
Brody Carlson
JayLynn Smith

Patrick Wallace
Kristen Romeo

September 25 
Daysha Zilm

Nicholas Nelson
Hannah Morine 

Wehner

September 26
Soren Peterson 

Joanne Sorenson
Sandy Jones
Wayne Njos
Kayla Brown

Sandy Kae Bass
Grace Olivia Nelson

Mike Trom

September 27 
Samuel Skillestad

Jeff McCabe
Mia Farr

Mandy Trom
Anthony J. Olson 

Diane Olson

September 28 
Lori Burkhart 
Nicole Weiss
Katie (Derek) 

Ingvalson
Kathryn Weiss

Kevin Mans
Craig Ingvalson
Valerie Braaten

Amy Trotman
Kelli Jo Wallace

Layla Wollenburg
Kurt Underwood
Rhonda Toquam 
Jayden Wagner

ANNIVERSARIES
September 22

Sam & Barb 
Brewington

September 25
John E & Thresia 

Heimerman
Tim & Melody 

Amberg
Glen & Ashely Valek

September 26 
Steve & Holly Ille

John & Karen Fouarge
Larry & Anette 

Lindquist

September 27
Adam & Kristin 

Bishop
Larry & Sue 
Schmeling 

Tyler & Ashley Allison

September 28 
Nels & Yvonne Lee

SEMCAC senior menu

GARAGE SALE
September 24th • 9-3

538 4th Pl. SW
Blooming Prairie

Clothing, Household, 
Seasonal Decorations, 
Electric Chair, Wheel 

Chair, Furniture, 
Exercise Equipment, 

Bedroom Set

RIP ROAR’N 
RUMMAGE SALE
Fri. Sept. 23 • 5 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Sat. Sept. 24 • 8 a.m. - 1 p.m.

1625 S. Cedar Ave. 
(Fairgrounds) Owatonna
Fishing and sports equipment, 
lawn, garden & landscape 
supplies, potted trees, shrubs & 
flowers, pet items, tools & wildlife 

art, cabin and household items.

ITEMS FOR THE OUTDOORS:

BP Chamber and EDA are partners
BY EMILY SHOENBECK 

County Staff Writer

You might say they are compatible partners.
The Blooming Prairie Area Chamber of 

Commerce’s executive director, Becky Noble, 
says the chamber is lucky to be a partner with 
the local EDA (Economic Development Au-
thority) and with Community and Economic 
Development Associates. 

Tom Monson of CEDA, says the EDA is 
also lucky to have the chamber.

“We go hand in hand, aiming to grow the 
Blooming Prairie community,” says Monson, 
director of training for CEDA.

The Chamber and EDA share offices in the 
Blooming Prairie City Center. Monson logs 
regular office hours from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
every Wednesday. Monson can be reached 
Wednesdays at the office or by cell phone, 
507-413-2500.

CEDA is a 501-C3 non-profit corporation 
and serves as a business funding resource 
for communities. Most of the funding CEDA 
makes available is done on a contract for ser-
vices for local governments. CEDA’s custom-
ers are 98 percent government entities. Inves-
tors also make donations to CEDA.

“We level the playing field for rural Amer-
ica and bring world class economic develop-
ment to communities, in addition to commu-
nity development and business assistance,” 
said Monson. “Our wheel house is economic 
development,” Monson added.

CEDA also offers grant writing and admin-
istration services. A team of 20 CEDA indi-
viduals serves 40 communities.

Monson emphasizes that there are “quite a 
few different ways and as much as a commu-
nity wants” where a city or county can work 
with CEDA. “We access connections to re-
sources for cities and counties. Mike Jones, 
Blooming Prairie city administrator, serves on 
the CEDA board and is its treasurer.

A first-time homeowner in Kasson, Monson 
grew up in the Cannon Falls area. Following 
graduation from Cannon Falls High School, 
he attended Bethel University in St. Paul and 
earned a BA degree in political science and 
communications. 

Monson participates in continuing educa-
tion and took part in the Blandin Foundation 
Community Leadership Program last year. 
He is also finishing up with economic devel-
opment financial professional certification 
through the National Development Council.

CEDA specializes in:
• Loan packaging: CEDA helps cities and 

counties with loan applications, credit analy-

sis and underwriting. “We connect the dots,” 
Monson says. State funds for business proj-
ects are accessed by CEDA. Gap loans are 
made with CEDA being a subordinate to the 
bank. Local businesses receiving CEDA help 
have included Heavy Metals, TT Motorcycles, 
G & W Car Wash and Prairie Properties. 

• Strategic planning: CEDA is working 
with the City of Blooming Prairie to design 
a comprehensive plan. Cris Gastner, senior 
vice president for CEDA, is spearheading the 
development of the BP city plan. Eric DiNa-
tale is also working on the plan draft. A public 
meeting on the plan will be scheduled in about 
two months, Monson said.

• Grant writing services: Through Business 
Development Public Infrastructures, CEDA 
was able to make $216,000 available for 
public utilities on 4th St. SE. CEDA has also 
helped BP with small cities block grants.

• Grant administration: Reporting proce-
dures are checked to see that funds are being 
used properly.

• Small business counseling: With the Small 
Business Development Center, one-on-one 
free and confidential business counseling is 
offered. CEDA officials work with govern-
ment officials and businesses in coming up 
with new ideas.

• City administrative staffing: CEDA will 
help with utility billing and can serve as an 
interim city administrator when the adminis-
trator leaves or retires.

• Economic development staffing: CEDA 
staff will help when requested.

• Microenterprise program: It’s a revolving 
loan fund.

• Housing development assistance: Partners 
with Steele County communities including 
Owatonna, Ellendale, Medford and Blooming 
Prairie. Purpose is to attract and inform pri-
vate developers of development opportunities.

• Regional revolving loan fund: Rovolving 
Loan Fund is same as other CEDA loan funds.

• Community marketing: Last July 21, lo-
cal CEDA hosted the first regional develop-
ment tour. It started in Rochester and went to 
Stewartville, Blooming Prairie, Dodge Center 
and Byron. There were representatives from 
all communities. Jones represented BP. Pur-
pose of the tour was to stimulate more interest 
in making an investment in BP. “We are creat-
ing a lot of interest in BP, a city with a lot to 
offer for a town this size,” said Monson.

Monson trains new CEDA members. He de-
veloped a CEDA 101 program eight months 
ago. He has been connected with BP for the 
past 2 1/2 years.

Staff photo by Howard Lestrud

Tom Monson, director of training for Community and Economic Development Associates, 
offices with the Blooming Prairie ea Chamber of Commerce and the Blooming Prairie 
EDA (Economic Development Authority). 

September 20:  
Roast Pork, Mashed Potatoes 
with Gravy, Peas & Celery, 
Cinnamon Applesauce, 
Pudding

September 21:  
Onion Smothered Steak, 
ALT: Liver & Onions, Boiled 
Potatoes, Broccoli, Fresh 
Oranges

September 22:  
Chicken Chow Mein Over Rice, 
Seasoned Carrots, Fruited 
Coleslaw, Pumpkin Raisin Bar

September 23:  
Hamburger Stew, Waldorf 
Salad, Dinner Roll, Moon Cake

September 26:  
Porcupine Meatballs, Buttered 
Mashed Potatoes, Asparagus, 
Fresh Fruit

September 27:  
Spaghetti & Meat Sauce, 
Mixed Green Salad, Pineapple 
Slices, French Bread, Hawaiian 
Cake

September 28:  
Pork Loin Medley, Green 
Beans, Dinner Roll, Strawberry 
Shortcake

237 Hwy Ave. S.   Locally Owned & Operated  507-583-6671

Prices Good
9/20-9/26

Check out OUR DOLLAR Selection! 

Country Hearth 
English Muffin 
Bread 

.5 Liter  
6 Packs

1 LB

4/$10

2/$3

4/$5

$2.09

Coke

Polka Dot 
Flavored Drink 

Gallons

$2.99

$2.29
Village Hearth White or 

Wheat Cottage Bread

2 Liters

1.5 Lb

Pepsi or Coke

The University of Wisconsin-
Stout in Menomonie, Wis. 
announced students who received 
the Chancellor’s Award for the spring 
2016 semester. 

The award is presented to students 
who have a grade point average of 3.5 
or above. 

Receiving the award was Caley 
Kiser of Waltham. She is a psychology 
major.  

The University of Minnesota 
Twin Cities named students to the 
2016 spring semester Dean’s List. To 
qualify, students must complete 12 
or more letter-graded credits while 
attaining a 3.66 grade point average. 

Weston Fiebiger of Blooming 
Prairie, a junior in the College of 
Liberal Arts, received recognition. 

Rocheter Community and 
Technical College announced spring 
semester 2016 graduates. Graduation 
was held on May 12 in the Regional 
Sports Center. Receiving an associate 
in science degree in law enforcement 
was Matthew Norland of Blooming 
Prairie. 

North Dakota State University in 
Fargo, N.D. announced summer 2016 
graduates. 

Jason C. Churchill of Ellendale 
received a master of science in 
agribusiness and applied econ. 

North Dakota State University in 
Fargo, N.D. announced students who 
were named to the dean’s list for the 

College News
summer 2016 semester. A student 
must earn a 3.50 grade point 
average or higher and be enrolled 
in at least nine class credits to 
qualify for the summer list. 

Receiving the honors were 
Jacob S. Nelson of Austin, a 
management communication 
major, and Alexis J. Bryngelson 
of West Concord, a nursing major. 

The University of North Dakota 
held summer commencement 
on Aug. 5 at the Chester Fritz 
Auditorium in Grand Forks, N.D. 

Megan Huseby of Owatonna 
received a bachelor of science 
in kinesiology from the College 
of Education and Human 
Development. 

Always local, all the time.
TSteele County 

imes
Always local, 
all the time. 

Today, U.S. Senators Amy 
Klobuchar (D-MN) and John 
Cornyn (R-TX) announced 
that their legislation to protect 
seniors from neglect and 
financial exploitation has 
moved forward and passed the 
Senate Judiciary Committee, 
paving the way for a vote in 
the full Senate. The bipartisan 
Court-Appointed Guardian 
Accountability and Senior 
Protection Act would help 
crack down on elder abuse by 
strengthening oversight and 
accountability for guardians 
and conservators.

“Seniors are too often 
the victims of abuse and 
financial exploitation by their 
guardians and conservators. 
Our bipartisan bill strengthens 
oversight and accountability 
for those who are entrusted 
with acting in the best interests 

of seniors,” Klobuchar said. 
“Today’s vote means that we’re 
one step closer to providing 
stronger protections for our 
vulnerable seniors.”

“Senior Citizens deserve 
respect, and we have a 
responsibility to protect them 
from criminals who attempt to 
exploit and defraud them,” Sen. 
Cornyn said. “This bipartisan 
legislation is an important step 
towards ensuring those who 
try to take advantage of senior 
citizens are held accountable.”

Klobuchar and Cornyn’s 
bill passed as part of broader 
legislation to expand education, 
prevention, and prosecution 
tools to reduce crimes against 
seniors and to bring perpetrators 
to justice. The Court-Appointed 
Guardian Accountability and 
Senior Protection Act makes 
courts eligible for an already 
existing program designed 
to protect seniors. Under 
the program, state courts 
would be able to apply for 
funding to assess the handling 
of proceedings relating to 
guardians and conservators, 
and then make the necessary 
improvements to their practices. 
For example, the courts could 
conduct background checks 
on potential guardians and 
conservators, or implement 
an electronic filing system in 
order to better monitor and 
audit conservatorships and 
guardianships.

In June, Klobuchar’s 
bipartisan Senior Fraud 
Prevention Act passed the 
Senate Commerce Committee. 
The bill would help fight scams 
designed to strip seniors of their 
assets by educating seniors 
about fraud schemes and 
improving monitoring of and 
response to fraud complaints. 
Senator Susan Collins (R-ME) 
is the original cosponsor of the 
bill, which is also cosponsored 
by Senators Kelly Ayotte (R-
NH), Jeanne Shaheen (D-NH), 
Claire McCaskill (D-MO) and 
Brian Schatz (D-HI). 

Legislation to protect seniors
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COUNTY OF STEELE
STATE OF MINNESOTA

County of Steele, a political 
subdivision of the State of 
Minnesota, by its Board of 

Commissioners;
Plaintiff,

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION OF 
THE DEBT AND IDENTITY OF THE 
ORIGINAL CREDITOR WITHIN THE 
TIME PROVIDED BY LAW IS NOT 
AFFECTED BY THIS ACTION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN:  That 
default has occurred in the conditions 
of the following described mortgage:
MORTGAGOR(S): Alan P. 
Christenson and Ronda K. 
Christenson f/k/a Ronda Kaplan, 
husband and wife
MORTGAGEE: Wells Fargo 
Home Mortgage, Inc., a California 
corporation n/k/a Wells Fargo Bank, 
N.A., successor by merger to Wells 
Fargo Home Mortgage, Inc.
ASSIGNMENTS OF MORTGAGE: 
Assigned to: None.
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL AMOUNT 
OF MORTGAGE: $263,200.00
DATE OF MORTGAGE: November 
21, 2003
DATE AND PLACE OF FILING: 
Recorded on November 26, 2003 
as Document Number A317433 in 
the Office of the County Recorder of 
Steele County, Minnesota.
THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO BE 
DUE ON THE MORTGAGE ON 
THE DATE OF THE NOTICE: 
$226,938.07
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF 
PROPERTY: Lot 1, Block 1, Fretham 
Addition, Owatonna, Steele County, 
Minnesota
STREET ADDRESS OF 
PROPERTY: 1901 N CEDAR AVE, 
OWATONNA, MN 55060-1234
COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY 
IS LOCATED: Steele County, 
Minnesota
TRANSACTION AGENT: None
NAME OF MORTGAGE 
ORIGINATOR: Wells Fargo 
Home Mortgage, Inc., a California 
corporation n/k/a Wells Fargo Bank, 
N.A., successor by merger to Wells 
Fargo Home Mortgage, Inc.
RESIDENTIAL SERVICER: Wells 
Fargo Bank, N.A.
TAX PARCEL IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER: 17-339-0101
TRANSACTION AGENT’S 
MORTGAGE IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER: None
THAT no action or proceeding has 
been instituted at law to recover the 
debt then remaining secured by such 
mortgage, or any part thereof, or, if 
the action or proceeding has been 
instituted, that the same has been 
discontinued, or that an execution 
upon the judgment rendered therein 
has been returned unsatisfied, in 
whole or in part.
PURSUANT, to the power of sale 
contained in said mortgage, the 
above described property will be 
sold by the Sheriff of said county as 
follows:
DATE AND TIME OF SALE: 
November 1, 2016 at 10:00 AM
PLACE OF SALE: Steele County 
Sheriff’s Office, Law Enforcement 
Center, 204 Pearl Street East, 
Owatonna, Minnesota
to pay the debt then secured by 
said mortgage and taxes, if any 
actually paid by the mortgagee, 
on the premises and the costs and 
disbursements allowed by law.  The 
time allowed by law for redemption 
by said mortgagor(s), their personal 
representatives or assigns is six (6) 
months from the date of sale.

TIME AND DATE TO VACATE 
PROPERTY: Unless said mortgage 
is reinstated or the property 
redeemed, or unless the time for 
redemption is reduced by judicial 

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION 
OF THE DEBT AND IDENTITY 
OF THE ORIGINAL CREDITOR 
WITHIN THE TIME PROVIDED BY 
LAW IS NOT AFFECTED BY THIS 
ACTION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN:  
That default has occurred in the 
conditions of the following described 
mortgage:

MORTGAGOR(S): Daniel A. 
Crow, a single person and Shiann M. 
Heise, a single person

MORTGAGEE: Wells Fargo Bank, 
N.A.

ASSIGNMENTS OF MORTGAGE: 
Assigned to: None.

ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL AMOUNT 
OF MORTGAGE: $147,073.00

DATE OF MORTGAGE: April 30, 
2008

DATE AND PLACE OF FILING: 
Recorded on May 7, 2008 as 
Document Number A000357058 in 
the Office of the County Recorder of 
Steele County, Minnesota.

THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO 
BE DUE ON THE MORTGAGE 
ON THE DATE OF THE NOTICE: 
$138,052.48

LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF 
PROPERTY: Commencing at a 
point on the North line of Sub-lot 10, 
98 1/2 feet West of the Northeast 
corner of said Sub-lot 10 in East Half 
of NW 1/4 of Section 15, Township 
107 North, Range 20 West; running 
thence South 58 feet along the 
center of the Street thence West and 
parallel with the North line of said 
Sub-lot 10, 165 feet; thence North 58 
feet to the North line of said Sub-lot 

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION OF 
THE DEBT AND IDENTITY OF THE 
ORIGINAL CREDITOR WITHIN THE 
TIME PROVIDED BY LAW IS NOT 
AFFECTED BY THIS ACTION.
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN:  That 
default has occurred in the conditions 
of the following described mortgage:
MORTGAGOR(S): Joel C. Menden, 
a single person and Bonita R. 
Menden, a single person
MORTGAGEE: Wells Fargo Bank, 
N.A.
ASSIGNMENTS OF MORTGAGE: 
Assigned to: None.
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL AMOUNT 
OF MORTGAGE: $157,560.00
DATE OF MORTGAGE: February 
24, 2011
DATE AND PLACE OF FILING: 
Recorded on March 1, 2011 as 
Document Number A000376889 in 
the Office of the County Recorder of 
Steele County, Minnesota.
THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO BE 
DUE ON THE MORTGAGE ON 
THE DATE OF THE NOTICE: 
$147,558.83
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF 
PROPERTY: Tract I:
The South 83.39 feet of Lot One (1) 
in the Northeast Quarter (NE 1/4) of 
Section Sixteen (16) Township One 
Hundred and Seven (107) North, 
of Range Twenty (20) West, Steele 
County, Minnesota
AND
Tract II:
The South Half of Lot 2 in the 
Northeast Quarter of Section 16-
107-20; Except the North Quarter 
of South Half of West Half of Lot 2, 
Steele County, Minnesota
STREET ADDRESS OF 
PROPERTY: 522 S CEDAR AVE, 
OWATONNA, MN 55060-3202
COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY 
IS LOCATED: Steele County, 
Minnesota
TRANSACTION AGENT: None
NAME OF MORTGAGE 
ORIGINATOR: Wells Fargo Bank, 
N.A.
RESIDENTIAL SERVICER: Wells 
Fargo Bank, N.A.
TAX PARCEL IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER: 17-016-1104 and 17-016-
1114
TRANSACTION AGENT’S 
MORTGAGE IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER: None
THAT no action or proceeding has 
been instituted at law to recover the 
debt then remaining secured by such 
mortgage, or any part thereof, or, if 
the action or proceeding has been 
instituted, that the same has been 
discontinued, or that an execution 
upon the judgment rendered therein 
has been returned unsatisfied, in 
whole or in part.
PURSUANT, to the power of sale 
contained in said mortgage, the 
above described property will be 
sold by the Sheriff of said county as 
follows:
DATE AND TIME OF SALE: 
November 1, 2016 at 10:00 AM

PLACE OF SALE: Steele County 
Sheriff’s Office, Law Enforcement 
Center, 204 Pearl Street East, 
Owatonna, Minnesota to pay the 
debt then secured by said mortgage 
and taxes, if any actually paid by the 
mortgagee, on the premises and the 
costs and disbursements allowed 
by law.  The time allowed by law for 
redemption by said mortgagor(s), 
their personal representatives or 
assigns is six (6) months from the 
date of sale.

TIME AND DATE TO VACATE 
PROPERTY: Unless said mortgage 
is reinstated or the property 
redeemed, or unless the time for 
redemption is reduced by judicial 
order, you must vacate the premises 
by 11:59 p.m. on May 1, 2017.
THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY 
THE MORTGAGOR, THE 
MORTGAGOR’S PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES OR ASSIGNS, 
MAY BE REDUCED TO FIVE 
WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS 
ENTERED UNDER MINNESOTA 
STATUTES, SECTION 582.032, 
DETERMINING, AMONG OTHER 
THINGS, THAT THE MORTGAGED 
PREMISES ARE IMPROVED 
WITH A RESIDENTIAL DWELLING 
OF LESS THAN FIVE UNITS, 
ARE NOT PROPERTY USED IN 
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION, 
AND ARE ABANDONED.
MORTGAGOR(S) RELEASED 
FROM FINANCIAL OBLIGATION 
ON MORTGAGE: None

Dated: September 2, 2016
WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A.

Mortgagee
THE ACADEMY LAW GROUP, P.A.

By:/s/Rebecca F. Schiller, Esq.
N. Kibongni Fondungallah, Esq.

*Curt N. Trisko, Esq.*
Samuel R. Coleman, Esq.

Attorneys for Mortgagee
The Academy Professional Building

25 North Dale Street
St. Paul, MN 55102

(651) 209-9760
(16-1206-FC01)

THIS IS A COMMUNICATION 
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR.

9/6, 9/13, 9/20, 9/27, 10/4, 10/11

SC vs McRostie

vs.
George L. McRostie; unknown 
heirs of George L. Mcrostie; 
Flavia McRostie; unknown 
heirs of Flavia McRostie; 

Ralph McRostie; unknown 
heirs of Ralph McRostie; 
Alice McRostie; unknown 
heirs of Alice McRostie; 

Morris McRostie; unknown 
heirs of Morris McRostie; 
Ruth McRostie; unknown 

heirs of Ruth McRostie; Alex 
Chambers; unknown heirs 
of Alex Chambers; Rose 

Chambers; unknown heirs 
of Rose Chambers; Alex 
Chambers, Jr.; unknown 

heirs of Alex Chambers, Jr.; 
Clark Chambers; unknown 
heirs of Clark Chambers; 
Owatonna Builders, Inc., 
a Minnesota corporation; 

Theofil J. Petranek; unknown 
heirs of Theofil J. Petranek; 

Anna Petranek and unknown 
heirs of Ann Petranek; 

Martin Gomboski aka Martin 
Golombowski; unknown 

heirs of Martin Gomoski aka 
Martin Golombowski; Kathrine 

Gomboski; unknown heirs 
of Kathrine Gomboski; and 
The Chicago, Rock Island, 
Pacific Railway Company, 

a corporation; State of 
Minnesota; John Doe and 

Mary Roe and all other 
persons known or unknown 
who claim and interest in the 

real property described herein.
Defendants.

DISTRICT COURT
THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT

Case Type: Quiet Title
Court File No. 74-CV-16-1623

SUMMONS
THE STATE OF MINNESOTA 

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED 
DEFENDANTS:

THIS SUMMONS IS DIRECTED TO: 
The above named Defendants and all 
other persons, known or unknown, 
claiming an interest in the property 
described herein.
1. YOU ARE BEING SUED. The 
Plaintiff has started a lawsuit against 
you. The Plaintiff’s Complaint 
against you is on file with the Court 
Administrator in and for Steele 
County, Minnesota.
2. YOU MUST REPLY WITHIN 
20 DAYS TO PROTECT YOUR 
RIGHTS. You must give or mail to the 
person who signed this summons a 
written response called an Answer 
within 20 days of the date on which 
you received this Summons. You 
must send a copy of your Answer to 
the person who signed this summons 
at the address set forth below.
3. YOU MUST RESPOND TO EACH 
CLAIM. The Answer is your written 
response to the Plaintiff’s Complaint. 
In your Answer you must state 
whether you agree or disagree with 
each paragraph of the Complaint. If 
you believe the Plaintiff should not 
be given everything asked for in the 
Complaint, you must say so in your 
Answer.
4. YOU WILL LOSE YOUR CASE IF 
YOU DO NOT SEND A WRITTEN 
RESPONSE TO THE COMPLAINT 
TO THE PERSON WHO SIGNED 
THIS SUMMONS. If you do not 
Answer within 20 days, you will 
lose this case. You will not get to 
tell your side of the story, and the 
Court may decide against you and 
award the Plaintiff everything asked 
for in the complaint. If you do not 
want to contest the claims stated in 
the complaint, you do not need to 
respond. A default judgment can then 
be entered against you for the relief 
requested in the complaint.
5. LEGAL ASSISTANCE. You may 
wish to get legal help from a lawyer. 
If you do not have a lawyer, the Court 
Administrator may have information 
about places where you can get legal 
assistance. Even if you cannot get 
legal help, you must still provide a 
written Answer to protect your rights 
or you may lose the case.
6. ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE 
RESOLUTION. The parties may 
agree to or be ordered to participate 
in an alternative dispute resolution 
process under Rule 114 of the 
Minnesota General Rules of Practice. 
You must still send your written 
response to the Complaint even if 
you expect to use alternative means 
of resolving this dispute.
7. QUIET TITLE ACTION: This 
action involves, affects, or brings into 
question real property situated in the 
County of Steele, State of Minnesota, 
described as follows:
Outlot 4 of Crooker and Parker’s 
Second Addition to the City of 
Owatonna, according to the plat 
thereof now on file and of record in 
the office of the Register of Deeds 
in and for Steele County, Minnesota; 
which lies southwesterly of a line 
run parallel with and distant 100 
feet northeasterly of the following 
described line:
Beginning at the northwest corner 
of the Northeast Quarter of the 
Northwest Quarter of Section 9, 
Township 107 North, Range 20 West; 
thence run easterly along the north 
line
3
thereof for a distance of 622.7 feet; 
thence deflect to the right on a 01 
degree 00 minute 00 second curve, 
(delta angle 04 degrees 24 minutes 
00 seconds) for a distance of 440.0 
feet; thence on tangent to said curve 
for a distance 1631.2 feet; thence 
deflect to the right on a 13 degree 00 
minute 00 second curve (delta angle 
87 degrees 26 minutes 00 seconds) 
for a distance of 672.5 feet and there 
terminating.
And All of the following described 
tract:

That part of Lot 1 of the Subdivision 
of the Northwest Quarter of the 
Northeast Quarter of Section 9, 
Township 107 North, Range 20 West, 
according to the plat thereof now on 
file and of record in the office of the 
Register of Deeds in and for Steele 
County, Minnesota; lying easterly of 
the Chicago, Rock Island and Pacific 
Railway right of way; except the south 
150 feet thereof.
All that part of the following described 
tract:
That part of Sublot 1 of Lot 3 of the 
southeast quarter of the northeast 
quarter (SE¼ NE¼) of section 
9, township 107 north, range 20 
west and Outlot 5 of Crocker and 
Parker’s Second Addition to the City 
of Owatonna, according to the plat 
thereof on file and of record in the 
office of the Register of Deeds in 
and for Steele County, described as 
follows:
Beginning at a point, said point being 
the intersection of the northerly right 
of way line of the Chicago and North 
Western Railway Company’s right 
of way and the westerly right of way 
line of the Minnesota State Trunk 
Highway No. 1; thence in a northerly 
direction along the westerly right of 
way line of said Trunk Highway No. 
1 for a distance of 384 feet; thence 
in a westerly direction with an interior 
angle of 88°12’ parallel with the 
center line of North Street in the City 
of Owatonna, a distance of 274 feet 
to a point on the easterly right of 
way line of the Chicago, Rock Island 
and Pacific Railway Company’s right 
of way; thence in a southeasterly 
direction along said easterly right of 
way line of the Chicago, Rock Island 
and Pacific Railway Company’s right 
of way for a distance of 336.2 feet to a 
point on the northerly right of way line 
of the Chicago and North Western 
Railway Company’s right of way; 
thence in a southeasterly direction 
along said northerly right of way line 
of the Chicago and North Western 
Railway Company’s right of way for 
a distance of 229 feet to the point of 
beginning;
which lies westerly of a line run 
parallel with and distant 50 feet 
westerly of the following described 
line:
Beginning at the northwest corner of 
the northeast quarter of the northwest 
quarter (NE¼ NW ¼) of said section 
9; thence run easterly along the north 
line thereof for a distance of 622.7 
feet; thence deflect to the right on a 
1° 00’ curve (delta angle 4° 24’) for 
a distance of 440 feet; thence on 
tangent to said curve for a distance 
of 1631.2 feet; thence deflect to the 
right on a 13° 00’ curve for a distance
4
of 672.5 feet; thence on tangent to 
said curve for a distance of 1139.3 
feet and there terminating;
containing 2.00 acres, more or less;
Subject to the following restriction: 
No access shall be permitted to 
Trunk Highway No. 1, renumbered 
65, from the above described real 
estate, except that access shall be 
permitted to said Trunk Highway No. 
65 between points distant 380 feet 
and 440 feet between points distant 
490 feet and 550 feet northerly of 
the point of termination of the above 
described line (all distances being 
measured along said line);
And
That part of Outlot 5, Crooker and 
Parker’s Second Addition to the 
Town of Owatonna, according to the 
recorded plat thereof, Steele County, 
Minnesota, and that part of the 
Northwest Quarter of the Northeast 
Quarter of Section 9, Township 107, 
Range 20, Steele County, Minnesota, 
described as follows:
Commencing at the northeast corner 
of the Northeast Quarter of said 
Section 9; thence on an assumed 
bearing of North 89 degrees 25 
minutes 42 seconds West along 
the north line of said Northeast 
Quarter a distance of 1695.96 feet 
to the easterly right-of-way line of the 
Chicago, Rock Island, and Pacific 
Railroad; thence South 20 degrees 
34 minutes 46 seconds East along 
said easterly right-of-way line a 
distance of 702.91 feet to the center 
line of West North Street and the 
point of beginning of the land to be 
described; thence continue South 
20 degrees 34 minutes 46 seconds 
East along said easterly right-of-way 
line a distance of 190.52 feet; thence 
southerly a distance of 346.06 feet 
along said easterly right-of-way line 
being a tangential curve, concave to 
the west, with a radius of 1960.08 feet 
and a central angle of 10 degrees 06 
minutes 56 seconds, to the north 
line of the land described in the Quit 
Claim Deed dated April 13, 1970 
and recorded on July 30, 1970 as 
Document Number 145271 in the 
Steele County Recorder’s Office; 
thence South 89 degrees 08 minutes 
44 seconds East, along said north line, 
parallel with the center line of West 
North Street, a distance of 255.34 feet 
to the southerly prolongation of the 
westerly right-of-way line of Hoffman 
Drive as established by RIVERVIEW 
ADDITION, OWATONNA, 
MINNESOTA, according to the 
recorded plat thereof, Steele County, 
Minnesota; thence North 02 degrees 
44 minutes 12 seconds East along 
said southerly prolongation of the 
westerly right-of-way line a distance of 
69.14 feet to the southeast corner of 
Block 1, said RIVERVIEW ADDITION; 
thence North 89 degrees 03 minutes 
48 seconds West along the south line 
of said Block 1 a distance of 211.19 
feet to the southwest corner of said 
Block 1; thence northerly 297.70 
feet along the westerly line of said 
Block 1 being a non-tangential curve 
concaved to the west, having a radius 
of 2020.08 feet, a central angle of 8 
degrees 26 minutes 37 seconds, and 
a chord that bears North 16 degrees 
21 minutes 27 seconds West; thence 
North 20 degrees 34 minutes 46 
seconds West, tangent to said curve, 

along said westerly line a distance of 
131.51 feet to the northwest corner 
of said Block 1; thence South 89 
degrees 08 minutes 44 seconds East 
along the north line of said Block 1 
a distance of 12.49 feet to the east 
line of said Northwest Quarter of the 
Northeast Quarter; thence North 00 
degrees 20 minutes 10
5
seconds West along said east line a 
distance of 33.01 feet to the center 
line of West North Street; thence 
North 89 degrees 08 minutes 44 
seconds West along said center line a 
distance of 89.21 feet to the easterly 
right-of-way line of the Chicago, Rock 
Island, and Pacific Railroad and the 
point of beginning.
And
All of the South 150 feet of the 
following described tract of land, to-
wit:
That part of Lot 1 of the Subdivision 
of the Northwest Quarter of the 
Northeast Quarter (NW 1/4 NE 1/4) 
of Section 9, Township 107 North, 
Range 20 West, according to the plat 
thereof now on file and of record in 
the office of the Register of Deeds 
in and for Steele County; described 
as follows: Beginning at a point 423 
feet North of the Southeast corner 
of said Lot 1, thence South 423 feet 
to the Southeast corner of said Lot 
1,thence West to the Chicago, Rock 
Island and Pacific Railway right of 
way; thence Northwesterly along the 
east line of said Railroad right-of way 
to a point directly West of the place 
of beginning; thence East to the place 
of beginning, containing 0.31 acres, 
more or less.
and the object of this action is to 
obtain a judgment declaring that 
Plaintiff is the owner in fee of the 
property described above.
.
Dated this 15th day of August, 2016.

ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF:
/s/ James Hurd Anderson

James Hurd Anderson (#0002033)
Attorney at Law

2900 Washington Avenue North
Minneapolis, MN 55411

Telephone: (612) 747-6662
Email: jha@skypoint.com

9/6, 9/13, 9/20

OFFICE OF THE MINNESOTA
SECRETARY OF STATE

CERTIFICATE OF
ASSUMED NAME

Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 333
The filing of an assumed name does 
not provide a user with exclusive 
rights to that name. The filing is 
required for consumer protection 
in order to enable customers to be 
able to identify the true owner of a 
business.
ASSUMED NAME: Confections by 
Karen
PRINCIPAL PLACE OF BUSINESS: 
118 2nd St NW, Blooming Prairie, 
MN 55917 USA. 
MAILING ADDRESS: PO Box 58, 
Blooming Prairie, MN 55917
List the name and complete street 
address of all persons conducting 
business under the above 
Assumed Name, OR if an entity, 
provide the legal corporate, LLC, 
or Limited Partnership name and 
registed office address: (Required)  
NAMEHOLDER(S): Name: Karen K. 
Peterson  Address: 118 2nd St NW, 
Blooming Prairie, MN 55917
This certificate is an amendment 
of Certificate of ssumed Name File 
Number: 661938500029. Originally 
file on: 03/20/2013. Under the name 
(list the previous name only if you are 
amending that name): Confections 
by Karen
I, the undersigned, certify that I 
am signing this document as the 
person whose signature is required, 
or as agent of the person(s) whose 
signature would be required who has 
authorized me to sign this document 
of his/her behalf. I understand that by 
signing this document I am subject 
to  penalties of perjury as set forth in 
Section 609.48 as if I had signed this 
document under oath.
SIGNED BY: Karen K. Peterson 
MAILING ADDRESS: None 
Provided
EMAIL FOR OFFICIAL NOTICES:
karen.peterson80@gmail.com.
List a name and daytime phone 
number of a person who can be 
contacted about this form: Karen K 
Peterson, 507-340-0171.
Entities that own, lease, or have 
any financial interest in agricultural 
land or land capable of being farmed 
must register with the MN Dept. 
of Agriculture’s Corporate Farm 
Program.
Does this entity own, lease, or have 
any financial interest in agricultural 
land or land capable of being farmed? 
No 

9/20, 9/27

order, you must vacate the premises 
by 11:59 p.m. on May 1, 2017.
THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY 
THE MORTGAGOR, THE 
MORTGAGOR’S PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES OR ASSIGNS, 
MAY BE REDUCED TO FIVE WEEKS 
IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS ENTERED 
UNDER MINNESOTA STATUTES, 
SECTION 582.032, DETERMINING, 
AMONG OTHER THINGS, THAT 
THE MORTGAGED PREMISES ARE 
IMPROVED WITH A RESIDENTIAL 
DWELLING OF LESS THAN FIVE 
UNITS, ARE NOT PROPERTY USED 
IN AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION, 
AND ARE ABANDONED.
MORTGAGOR(S) RELEASED 
FROM FINANCIAL OBLIGATION ON 
MORTGAGE: None

Dated: September 6, 2016
WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A.

Mortgagee
THE ACADEMY LAW GROUP, P.A.

By:/s/Rebecca F. Schiller, Esq.
N. Kibongni Fondungallah, Esq.

*Curt N. Trisko, Esq.*
Samuel R. Coleman, Esq.

Attorneys for Mortgagee
The Academy Professional Building

25 North Dale Street
St. Paul, MN 55102

(651) 209-9760
(16-1286-FC01)

THIS IS A COMMUNICATION FROM 
A DEBT COLLECTOR.

9/13, 9/20, 9/27, 10/4, 10/11, 10/18

10, thence East along the North line 
of said Sub-lot 10, 165 feet to point of 
beginning, Steele County, Minnesota.

STREET ADDRESS OF 
PROPERTY: 812 HARRIET AVE, 
OWATONNA, MN 55060-3404

COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY 
IS LOCATED: Steele County, 
Minnesota

 TRANSACTION AGENT: None
NAME OF MORTGAGE 

ORIGINATOR: Wells Fargo Bank, 
N.A.

RESIDENTIAL SERVICER: Wells 
Fargo Bank, N.A.

TAX PARCEL IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER: 17-015-4212

TRANSACTION AGENT’S 
MORTGAGE IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER: None

THAT no action or proceeding has 
been instituted at law to recover the 
debt then remaining secured by such 
mortgage, or any part thereof, or, if 
the action or proceeding has been 
instituted, that the same has been 
discontinued, or that an execution 
upon the judgment rendered therein 
has been returned unsatisfied, in 
whole or in part.

PURSUANT, to the power of sale 
contained in said mortgage, the 
above described property will be 
sold by the Sheriff of said county as 
follows:

DATE AND TIME OF SALE: 
November 15, 2016 at 10:00 AM

PLACE OF SALE: Steele County 
Sheriff’s Office, Law Enforcement 
Center, 204 Pearl Street East, 
Owatonna, Minnesota to pay the 
debt then secured by said mortgage 
and taxes, if any actually paid by the 
mortgagee, on the premises and the 
costs and disbursements allowed 
by law.  The time allowed by law for 
redemption by said mortgagor(s), 
their personal representatives or 
assigns is six (6) months from the 
date of sale.

TIME AND DATE TO VACATE 
PROPERTY: Unless said mortgage is 
reinstated or the property redeemed, 
or unless the time for redemption is 
reduced by judicial order, you must 
vacate the premises by 11:59 p.m. on 
May 15, 2017.

THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY 
THE MORTGAGOR, THE 
MORTGAGOR’S PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES OR ASSIGNS, 
MAY BE REDUCED TO FIVE WEEKS 
IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS ENTERED 
UNDER MINNESOTA STATUTES, 
SECTION 582.032, DETERMINING, 
AMONG OTHER THINGS, THAT 
THE MORTGAGED PREMISES ARE 
IMPROVED WITH A RESIDENTIAL 
DWELLING OF LESS THAN FIVE 
UNITS, ARE NOT PROPERTY USED 
IN AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION, 
AND ARE ABANDONED.

MORTGAGOR(S) RELEASED 
FROM FINANCIAL OBLIGATION ON 
MORTGAGE: Daniel A. Crow, Shiann 
M. Crow

Dated: September 14, 2016

WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A.
Mortgagee

THE ACADEMY LAW GROUP, P.A.
By: /s/ Rebecca F. Schiller, Esq.
N. Kibongni Fondungallah, Esq.

*Curt N. Trisko, Esq.*
Samuel R. Coleman, Esq.

Attorneys for Mortgagee
The Academy Professional Building

25 North Dale Street
St. Paul, MN 55102

(651) 209-9760
(16-1316-FC01)

THIS IS A COMMUNICATION 
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR.

9/20, 9/27, 10/4, 10/11, 10/18, 10/25

524.3-502, 524.3-801
STATE OF MINNESOTA DISTRICT 
COURT
THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT
COUNTY OF STEELE PROBATE 
COURT DIVISION Court File 
No._74-PR-16-1799
IN RE: ESTATE OF DONALD A. 
HABERMAN, DECEASED
ORDER AND NOTICE OF 
HEARING ON PETITION FOR 
ADJUDICATION OF INTESTACY
DETERMINATION OF HEIRSHIP 
AND APPOINTMENT
OF PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE 
IN UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION AND NOTICE 
TO CREDITORS
TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS 
AND CREDITORS:

It is Ordered and Notice is hereby 
given that on the 11th day of October, 
2016, at 10:45 o’clock am, a hearing 
will be held in the above named Court 
at Owatonna, Minnesota, 
for the adjudication of intestacy 
and determination of heirship and 
for the appointment of Charlotte F. 
Haberman whose address is 240 
3rd Ave SE, Blooming Prairie, MN 
55917 as personal representative 
of the estate of the above named 
decedent in an unsupervised 
administration, and any objection 
thereto must be filed with the Court.  
That, if proper, and no objections are 
filed, said personal representative 
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Estate Continued

Certificate of Assumed Name - Celebrations

“Quality Care with  
a Small Town Touch”

This Institution is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer

v  Full Time / Part Time CNA Evening Shifts  v
Includes every other weekend and holiday

To apply, contact Allison Hensrud, DON 507-572-6188 
ahensrud@prairiemanorinc.com   •   fax 507-583-2401, or in person 

220 3rd St NW Blooming Prairie, MN 55917

v  Part Time LPN or TMA Evening Shifts  v
Excellent Health Benefits - Single employee $75 per month!

$1,000 Sign On Bonus

Prairie Manor Care Center has the following openings: ?
?

?

?

?

If you keep finding out about local news 
and events after they happen, it’s time to 

check out the Steele County Times.

Every week your local paper connects 
you to local sports, and county schools, 
news, government and area businesses.

SUBSCRIBE TODAY 
and stay connected.

507-583-4431

Always the
last to know?

?

?

?

Always local, all the time.
TSteele County 

imes

Always local, all the time.
TSteele County 

imes
Always local, all the time.
TSteele County 

imes

Local garbage company looking for full 
time roll-off and route drivers. Need 
Class B license. Applicant must be 
personable, dependable and willing 
to go the extra mile for customers. 

Experience preffered, but not necessary. 
Willing to train. Competitive wages.

HELP WANTED

SKJEVELAND ENTERPRISES
Contact 507-528-9900 
for more information.

225 W ROSE STREET  •  OWATONNA, MN
EMAIL NICOLE: INFO@MANKEOUTDOOR.COM

Part-Time
Help Wanted
Great for student or retired person

Applications are being accepted 
for a part-time 

ELEMENTARY PARAPROFESSIONAL
Tentative hours from 10:30 am - 12:30 pm.  

Request an application by calling 507-583-4426, ext. 431 
or by completing an online application at 

https://blossoms-portal.rschooltoday.com/page/2818.  
Questions should be directed to 

Chris Staloch, Elementary Principal, 
at cstaloch@blossoms.k12.mn.us 

or by calling 507-583-6615, ext. 223.  
POSITION OPEN UNTIL FILLED

CITY OF BLOOMING PRAIRIE
138 Highway Ave. South • PO Box 68 • Blooming Prairie, MN 55917

Telephone: (507) 583-7573

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
THE CITY OF BLOOMING PRAIRIE PLANNING & ZONING BOARD 

WILL CONDUCT A PUBLIC HEARING TO CONSIDER 
AN ORDINANCE OPTING-OUT OF THE REQUIREMENTS OF  
MINN. STAT. §462.3593, WHICH DEFINES AND REGULATES 

TEMPORARY FAMILY HEALTH CARE DWELLINGS.
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Planning & Zoning Board of the City 

of Blooming Prairie, Minnesota, will hold a public hearing to accept public 
input on a proposed amendment to the City Zoning Ordinance.  Pursuant 
to authority granted by Minnesota Statutes, Section 462.3593, subdivision 

9, the Planning & Zoning Board will accept input on the adoption of an 
Ordinance to opt-out of the requirements of Minn. Stat. §462.3593, which 

defines and regulates Temporary Family Health Care Dwellings.
The public hearing will be conducted on Tuesday September 27, 2016 

at approximately 7:10 p.m. at the  City Council Chambers in the 
City Center located at 138 Highway Avenue South in the 

City of Blooming Prairie, Minnesota.   
Copies of the proposed Ordinance Opting Out of Minn. Stat. § 462.3593 

will be available for review during regular office hours at the 
City of Blooming Prairie City Administration offices, 
138 Highway Ave. S., Blooming Prairie, MN 55917

Phone 507-583-7573.
All interested persons may appear at the hearing and 

present their view orally or in writing.

CITY OF BLOOMING PRAIRIE
138 Highway Ave. South • P.O. Box 68

Blooming Prairie, MN  55917
Telephone: (507) 583-7573

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
The Planning & Zoning Board 

for the City of Blooming Prairie will conduct a 

PUBLIC HEARING 
on TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. 

at the City Center located at 138 Hwy Avenue South
The purpose of this hearing will be to review and revise 
the zoning map for the City, including but not limited to 

adding annexed property, zoning property that was 
not included in previous map and correcting 

previously zoned property.
Copies of the maps are available at the administration office 

For more information, contact the City Administration office at 507-583-7573

NOTICE
Special Public 

Westfield Township Hearing
 NOVEMBER 7,  2016   •  7:30PM

PUBLIC DISCUSSION 
  Dodge County proposal  to 

transfer ownership  of Dodge County Road Y 
from 700th Street  to 710th Street 

to Westfield Township

STEELE COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN: That on Monday, October 3rd, 2016 starting at 
7:00 pm., the Steele County Planning Commission will hold Public Hearings 
in the Commissioner’s Room of the Steele County Administration Center, 630 
Florence Avenue, Owatonna, MN, to receive comments on the following permit 
applications. 
Brad Price of ROC Management has requested a conditional use permit to 
construct 2 mini storage units on property described as Block 1, Lot 3 Hagen 
Addition.  
Jerry Redman on behalf of Medford Properties LLC II has requested a conditional 
use permit to build a shop, offic and equipment storage building on property 
located in the SW ¼ of the NW ¼, Section 4, Medford Township.   The property 
address is 8100 21st Ave. NW.
Jerry Redman on behalf of Medford Properties LLC II has requested an interim 
use permit to place a portable ready mix concrete plant on property located in 
the SW ¼ of the NW ¼, Section 4, Medford Township.   The property address 
is 8100 21st Ave. NW.
All persons interested are invited to attend said hearings and be heard on these 
matters.
     Dale Oolman
 Steele County Zoning Director
 630 Florence Ave.  P.O. Box 890, Owatonna, MN 55060
 (507) 444-7482         
        

STEELE COUNTY COMMISSIONER’S 
SYNOPSIS FOR 8/23/2016

Complete minutes can be viewed on the Steele County Website.

Meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m. Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
  1. Glynn/Brady to approve the agenda.  Ayes all.
  2. Glynn/Huntington to approve the consent agenda items.  Ayes all.
	 A. Approve the Minutes of August 2, 2016.
	 B. Approve the Listing of Bills.
	 C. Approve Out of State travel request for two correctional staff to 
	   Zuecher training in South Dakota.
	 D. Approve annual service agreement between Motorola and the 
	   Sheriff’s office.
	 E. Accept preliminary plat for Opportunity Addition-
	   Old Highway site.
	 F. Accept the Land Use and Records Minutes.
	 G. Accept the Public Works Minutes.
	 H. Accept Internal Central Services Minutes for August 3rd and 
	   August 17th.

	 I. Accept Public Safety Minutes.
	 J. Accept Probation Officer job descriptions classification request.
  1. Glynn/Schultz to approve the Personnel Report.
  2. Brady/Huntington to approve replacing the full-time Program Assistant 
     Coordinator position at the Detention Center and allow part-time CARE 
     Case Manager, Jovae Priebe to work additional hours until new full-time 
     Program Asst. Coordinator is in place. Ayes all.
  3. Schultz/Glynn to approve hiring a student GIS intern to be funded by the 
     compliance fund.  Ayes all.
  4. Huntington/Glynn to approve the addition of a VS32 Paging Module for 
     the Courthouse complex.  Ayes all.
  5. Glynn/Brady to approve the Jail Commissary agreement and contract 
     extension with TurnKey Corrections.  Ayes all. 
  6. Schultz/Glynn to approve the finance procedures for the Detention 
     Center using TEAM software. Ayes all.
  7. Brady/Schultz to approve Change Order No. 1 to Greystone contract in 
     the amount of minus $2,200.  Ayes all.
  8. Huntington/Glynn to approve of Award Option A bid for the sale of 
     property at 1123 SE 44th Ave. with house for high bid amount of $123,850 
     to Dalton Wanous.  Ayes all.
  9. Brady/Huntington to approve the Evergreen Land Services agreement to 
     assist with the closing of the 44th Avenue property.  Ayes all.
  10. Huntington/Schultz Resolution approve the final payment to Doyle 
     Connor Company in the amount of $4,518.10 for CP 74-016-03.  Upon 
     the vote being taken, five Commissioners voted in favor thereof, none 
     absent and not voting.  A copy of the Resolution is on file in the Auditor’s 
     office.
  11. Glynn/Huntington Resolution approve the final payment to R.A.W. 
     Construction in the amount of $3,243.49 for SAP 74-645-35.  Upon the 
     vote being taken, five Commissioners voted in favor thereof, none absent 
     and not voting.  A copy of the Resolution is on file in the Auditor’s office.
  12. Schultz/Brady Resolution by Steele County that the County enter into a 
     Grant Agreement with the MN Department of Veterans Affairs to conduct 
     the County Veterans Service Office Operational Enhancement Grant 
     Program.  Upon the vote being taken, five Commissioners voted in favor 
     thereof, none absent and not voting.  A copy of the Resolution is on file in 
     the Auditor’s office
  13. Public Hearing on amending the Steele County Water plan was open at 
     5:54 p.m.
  14. The meeting was then open to comments from those in attendance.
  15. Schultz/Glynn closed Public Hearing.
  16. Glynn/Huntington set a second Public Hearing date for October 11, 
     2016 at 5:45 p.m., which will be after a 30-day state agency review 
     period.  Ayes all.
  17. Commissioners Reports:
Commissioner Glynn reported on his attendance at the MNPrairie Board 
meeting and the Canvassing Board. 
Commissioner Huntington reported on her attendance at the MNPrairie 

Board meeting, South Country Health Alliance Joint Powers Board meeting, 
Mets Work Group (Software), MNPrairie Finance Committee, City/County 
Joint Transportation meeting and AMC Strategic Planning.
Commissioner Brady reported on his attendance at South Central Human 
Relations and Canvassing Board.
Commissioner Schultz reported on his attendance at the Fair Board, 
SEMCAC meeting and City/County Joint Transportation meeting and South 
Central Human Relations Center.
Commissioner Ebeling reported on his attendance at Emergency 
Communication Board and Law Library meeting.
  18. Glynn/Huntington to approve the following listing of bills:

LISTING OF BILLS •  8/23/2016
	 30th Place LLC			   17,674.75
	 A’viands, LLC	 	 	 20,186.89
	 Advanced Correctional Healthcare Inc	   9,343.48
	 AGI Electric LLC			     2,375.00
	 All Systems Installation Inc		  77,006.00			
	 AMCON				    15,357.00
	 APG Media of Southern Minnesota LLC	   2,068.43
	 Asbestrol Inc			     3,800.00
	 Aug’s All Home Services	 	   2,135.00
	 Borneke Construction, Inc.		  21,277.30
	 Bushey/Jodi L			     8,175.00
	 Businessware Solutions Corporation	   2,027.04
	 Carlson McCain Inc			    2,100.00
	 Chosen Valley Testing Inc.		    2,500.00
	 CliftonLarsonAllen LLP		    2,500.00
	 Computer Professionals Unlimited Inc	   4,219.72
	 Continental Research Corp		    2,179.56
	 Corporate Recognition Inc		    2,173.98		
	 Crane Creek Asphalt		    7,703.70
	 Custom Communications, Inc.		   3,103.54
	 Dakota County Financial, Svc.		   2,617.54
	 Einhaus Mattison Carver & Haberman PA  2,269.00
	 Fidlar Technologies Inc.		    2,500.00
	 Flooring Frenzy & More		    4,757.10
	 Harlands Tire & Auto Center		    3,192.50
	 Hillyard-Hutchinson			    3,275.09
	 Honeywell Inc			     5,671.62
	 Hyatt Regency			     2,109.92
	 Jones Haugh & Smith, Inc.		    3,118.40
	 Loken Excavating & Drainage		   2,378.05
	 MACO 				      3,000.00
	 Malo Roofing, Inc.	 	 	   2,436.00
	 Mn Dept of Natural Resources		   2,250.00
	 Napa Auto Parts			     2,088.43
	 Oertel Architects			   32,153.29
	 Owatonna Motor Company		    7,481.52
	 RDO Equipment Co, Inc		    7,284.55
	 Reliance Telephone Inc. 		    2,500.00
	 Riverland Comm College Austin 	   2,000.00
	 Schindler Elevator Corp Inc		    2,640.84
	 Steele County Treasurer 		    9,323.49
	 Steele County Treasurer - PCP	 13,432.36
	 Steele-Waseca Drug Court		    2,000.00
	 Thompson Reuters – West		    4,584.60
	 Trane U.S. Inc.			   19,735.22
	 Turnkey Corrections			  15,749.78
	 Univ of MN Regents			    3,486.22
	 Zuercher Technologies LLC		  18,064.46
	 201 Warrants under $2,000		  65,503.25
			       Total:	             $455,509.62

Glynn/Huntington to adjourn to the Call of the Chair at 6:25 p.m.  Ayes all.

will be appointed to administer the 
estate, to collect all assets, pay 
all legal debts, claims, taxes and 
expenses, and sell real and personal 
property, and do all necessary acts 
for the estate.  Upon completion of 
the administration, the representative 
shall file a statement to close the 
estate and shall distribute the estate 
to the persons thereunto entitled as 
ordered by the Court.
Notice is further given that ALL 
CREDITORS having claims 
against said estate are required to 

present the same to said personal 
representative or to the Court 
Administrator within four months after 
the date of this notice or said claims 
will be barred.

Joseph A. Bueltel
8-31-2016

			 
JUDGE OF DISTRICT COURT

Frank Henefield
P O Box 818; 415 E. Main Street

Blooming Prairie, MN  55917
Telephone Number:  507-583-6663

Attorney Registration Number:  
44039

OFFICE OF THE MINNESOTA
SECRETARY OF STATE

CERTIFICATE OF
ASSUMED NAME

Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 333

The filing of an assumed name does 
not provide a user with exclusive 
rights to that name. The filing is 
required for consumer protection 
in order to enable customers to be 
able to identify the true owner of a 
business.
ASSUMED NAME: Celebrations
PRINCIPAL PLACE OF BUSINESS: 
1930 Austin Rd PO Box 482, 
Owatonna, MN 55060 USA. 
NAMEHOLDER(S): 
Name: Michaelson Funeral 
Homes, Inc  Address: 1930 Austin 
Rd PO Box 482, Owatonna, MN 
55060 USA.
Name: KLCA Enterprises  Address: 
4620 Austin Rd, Owatonna, MN 
55060 USA.
Name: SpareTiime Entertainment  
Address: 333 18th St SE, 
Owatonna, MN 55060 USA.
If you submit an attachment, it will 
be incorporated into this document. 
If the attachment conflicts with the 
information specifically set forth 
in this document, this document 
supersedes the data referenced in 
the attachment. 
By typing my name, I, the 
undersigned, certify that I am signing 
this document as the person whose 
signature is required, or as agent of 
the person(s) whose signature would 
be required who has authorized 
me to sign this document of his/
her behalf. I understand that by 
signing this document I am subject 
to  penalties of perjury as set forth in 
Section 609.48 as if I had signed this 
document under oath.
SIGNED BY: Cory Michaelson 
MAILING ADDRESS: None 
Provided
EMAIL FOR OFFICIAL NOTICES:
cory@michaelsonfuneral.com. 

9/20, 9/27
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Switzerland!Switzerland!
HOMETOWNEXTRA

BLOOMING PRAIRIE

That’s an invitation that is difficult to turn down and as we said
goodbye early last week to our Swiss visitors, they harmo-
nized the message of coming to Switzerland to visit them.

What an experience it was to host Claudia Schenk and 
Thomas Leeman and their four children!

For 10 days, we were on the move, visiting such popular tour-
ist traps as the Mall of America and a Minnesota water park. 

But more importantly, our Swiss visitors had the opportunity to see how impor-
tant agriculture is in southern Minnesota. The kids had the chance to ride in a John 
Deere 9650R, one of the biggest tractors on the lot at Ag Power in Owatonna.

Nico, the eight-year-old in the family, loves heavy equipment and was 
blown away when Ag Power sales manager Kevin Hansen gave him the steer-
ing wheel and the opportunity to drive the big machine around the lot. Dad Thom-
as (Thomy as we called him) was even more enthralled by Green Power. 

In Perfect English, Thomy said, “Howard, I ordered two of the large trac-
tors and they will be delivered to my home in Switzerland.”

As we traveled from site to site in the Blooming Prairie area, Claudia and Thomy said 
they loved the flat ground laced with tall crops. “It reminds us of Denmark,” Claudia said

We turned the page in farming history by taking the Swiss family to the Roger and Erin Pit-
tman farm near Bixby, actually a Claremont address. The Pittmans are known for their large 
Percheron horses. They have 19 of them and one of the tallest measures 19.1 hands tall.

Roger, Erin and son Mark were so “Minnesota Nice” to hitch two of the 
horses to a wagon and offer 13 of us (Swiss family and Judy and my fam-
ily of seven) a jaunt down a gravel road in the country.

Part of the fun was being introduced to the beautiful horses one by one. “Roger and 
Mark know them all by name but some of them look alike to me,” laughed Erin.

On the jaunt down a gravel road and onto a blacktop road, the kids were giv-
en the grand chance to drive the wagon. Roger sat next to the driver and gave 
the drivers tips on the commands to give to the horses. The Pittmans’ farm Dog 
“Charlie” accompanied our journey, always out ahead of the horses.

Nico and my grandson Ryan had fun getting off tne wagon at a stop and 
then trying to catch the wagon as the horses moved into a fast trot.

The Pittmans were joyful on the day we visited because they had won a 
first place for their six-team hitch in competition the night before at the Fre -
born County Fair in Albert Lea. Their competition continued at the Mow-
er County Fair in Austin and the Steele County Fair in Owatonna.

On the same day as we visited the Pittmans, we motored to my family farm two 
miles west of Corning on Highway 251. The farm is now owned by Mel and June 
Kahler. The Kahlers graciously allowed  us free access to their farm and buildings.

What an opportunity I thought, as I planned the visit weeks ago, to invite professional 
photographer Tammy Wolf to come and take some family photos for  us with the “live” back 
drop of my former family farm.  On one of the photo shoots, we posed in front of the well-kept 
barn that housed some cattle. They stood at the feed trough begging to be part of the photo.

We took some large group photos and even stood in the 
bean field to further show our farm heritage

That Sunday afternoon, we rushed home to BP, picked up some sandwiches at Sub-
way and then helped prepare for a picnic at the pavilion just south of Blooming Prairie 
High School. Picnics are known for lots of food and Judy accommodated that tradition.

We had a special guest at the picnic, Greg Skillestad, BP Police Chief and ma-

gician. He performed for about 45 minutes and had the kids and adults in 
stitches. He even had my wife Judy running as fast as I had ever seen her 
run. The chaser, a pet rat of Greg’s who is part of his magic show.

On one open afternoon, we were invited to my niece Nicky’s to do some four-wheelin’. 
Riauna and Carter were the commanders of our vehicles on the Bishop farmstead. 

Cindi and Darrell Hansen (our rellies) invited us to a wonderful break-
fast one morning, pancakes, biscuits and gravy and lots of fruit.

Some other highlights of the visit included a tour of Minimizer, led by mar-
keting director  Steve Hansen, who also happens to be my nephew. Our 
Swiss friends were amazed at the complexity of the business.

We made a couple of trips to the Pine Springs Swim-
ming pool and everyone loved the facilities.

On a warm Wednesday night, we took Claudia, Thomy and family to Berne (near West 
Concord) for its Swiss festival. Claudia and Thomy had fun meeting up with some fel-
low Swiss/German-speaking people. They also thoroughly enjoyed the firewood pizza

A second trip to the Mall of America allowed Thomy, Nico, my son Troy and 
his son Ryan and I to slip away to a Minnesota United soccer game in Blaine. 
They love soccer, of course. However, Nico did get pretty good at throw-
ing a football given too him by Troy, Ryan, Nancy, Jenna and Kaley.

The most enjoyable part of hosting the Swiss family was to get to know them 
even though language proved a slight barrier. Claudia and Thomy speak fl -
ent English and eldest daughter Ilona, 16, just started to master English. The oth-
er three, Vicky, 12; Ellin, 9 and Nico, 8, picked up some English from us.

Here’s some words to describe our visitors:
Claudia: Beautiful, loving parent, always helpful and will-
ing to clean up the kitchen, creative mind, teacher
Thomy: Handsome, engineer, easy going, always asking ques-
tions, loving parent, Westernized, became a Twins fan
Ilona: Beautiful, always smiling, loved American music, had to have Wi-fi
Vicky: Energy-plus, loved to swim, loved to bike, smiled with her eyes
Ellin: Beaufiful, playful like a kitten, talked with many f -
cial expressions, was Nico’s sibling rival
Nico: Cute, somewhat shy, loved meat especially pork chops, loves soccer and Ameri-
can football, also because a Twins fan while here, was Ellin’s sibling rival

It was a wonderful experience, one we recommend to everyone. It is very rewarding to 
expand our horizons by getting to know other cultures and people. Thank you daughter Tammi 
for starting this relationship with Claudia and 23 years later the bond still strongly exists.

Photos and story by Howard Lestrud

Roger Pittman of Claremont teaches Vicky Schenk how to drive his team of Percherons. The 
Pittmans have 19 Percherons on their farm located just north of Bixby. The Pittmans actively 
show the horses at county fairs and other exhibitions.

Green is very important to Europeans including Claudia and Thomy’s family. Here, the 
six Swiss visitors, Claudia, Thomy, Vicky, Nico, Ellin and Ilona get ready to go on a John 
Deere tractor ride with Kevin Hansen, far right. Hansen is sales manager for Ag Power of 
Owatonna.

Following a tour of Minimizer of Blooming Prairie, led by marketing manager Steve Hansen, 
ight, Claudia and Thomy and family tried out their new Tested and Tortured racing shirts. 
Hansen took the Swiss visitors through the Minimizer plant in BP.

The Lestrud families gets together at the Mall of America with Swiss visitors. From left are: 
Howard, Ellin, Nico, Ilona, Vicky, Claudia, Nancy, Ryan, Kaley, Jenna, Troy, Thomy and Judy.



By JOSH ZIMMER 
Sports Editor

After splitting two contests 
earlier in the week, the Medford 
volleyball team was on a mis-
sion to finish the weekend off 
right. 

On parent’s night, the Tigers 
beat NRHEG in straight sets 
(25-16, 25-19, 25-10) in a con-
ference match to finish their 
schedule for the week. Prior to 
the contest, the parents were 
honored by their daughters with 
hugs and roses near the Medford 
bench. 

During that time head coach 
Tanya Powers made a special 
announcement to the crowd as 
two of her seniors hit career 
milestones in the weeks’ earlier 
contests. Senior Libero Callie 
Nagel reached 1,500 digs in her 
impressive career. Senior setter 
Dani Morgan also joined the one 
thousand club, as she recorded 
1,000 career assists.  

“They’re both gems. Callie 
Nagel-1,500 digs, that’s rare. 
She could very well make 2,000 
by the end of the season; she just 
has one of the best anticipations 
of any digger I’ve ever coached. 
Dani Morgan, she’s a fighter. She 
just wants to be out there. You 
can tell she loves the game,” an 
emotional Powers added. 

Despite winning in straight 
sets, the Panthers gave the Ti-
gers a battle in the first set. There 
was really no comfort zone, as 
each team routinely battled for 
the lead. After confusion set in 
between two NRHEG players, 
Medford started to generate 
some momentum and quickly 
built an 8-4 lead, causing the 
Panthers to call a timeout. 

Out of the timeout, the Pan-
thers stuck to the routine of 
battling back. After a series of 
volleys built suspense for both 
cheering sections, NRHEG Mar-

nie Wagner smashed home a kill 
to bring to score to 10-9. 

The momentum shift would be 
short lived as the outside hitters 
for the Tigers were too strong. 
Powered by Emma Kniefel and 
Amanda Honsley, Medford built 
a 24-16 lead. Kniefel and Hons-
ley would finish the night with 
seven and 10 kills respectively. 
An errant serve by NRHEG’s 
Gretchen Ramaker sealed the 
first set victory. 

The second set was when 
Medford started to attack the 
middle of the Panther defense. 
Leading the charge was Mikayla 
Spinler, who would close out the 
second set with a pair of kills. 

Spinler would finish the evening 
with eight kills and four solo 
blocks.

 The success with the middle 
attack continued into the third 
set with the Tigers building a 
quick 11-4 lead. Powers said that 
her using her middles more was 
a key heading into this matchup.  

“Both of them were getting 
good blocks and finding the ball 
and going up with it. They both 
stepped up in a big way tonight,” 
she added.  

The Tigers would cruise in the 
third set, winning 25-10. During 
that set, they also secured their 
largest lead of the night at 24-9. 

The win marks the end of a 

13-game stretch for the Tigers 
that started on Sept. 3. With no 
tournaments over the weekend, 
Powers gave her team practice 
off Friday to recover from the 
intensive schedule. 

“I want them to come back 
and love the game and miss it. 
Its’ tough to do during the sea-
son and you don’t want to do 
that, but you want them to crave 
it. I think they’re gonna come 
back Monday hungrier than ever 
and we just gonna have to finish 
it strong. We have some good 
matches coming up,” she added. 

Medford stats
Callie Nagel - 33 digs, 1 ace, 

Krystal Hanson - 9 digs, 
Payton Powers - 5 digs, 11 set 
assists, 4 kills
Emma Kniefel - 3 digs, 7 kills
Rachel Bluhm - 4 digs, 3 set as-
sists
Kaylee Kern - 9 digs, 
Dani Morgan - 7 digs, 22 set as-
sists, 
Amanda Honsey - 5 digs, 10 
kills
Sydney Langeslag - 3 digs, 4 
kills, 6 solo blocks
Mikayla Spinler - 2 digs, 8 kills, 
4 solo blocks
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Medford downs NRHEG in straight sets

Staff photo by Josh Zimmer

Starters for the Medford volleyball team huddle for a quick cheer after winning the second set against NRHEG on Thursday in 
Medford. The TIgers won in straight sets.  

Rahrick, Huskies down Fairbault

Staff photo by Josh Zimmer

Owatonna No.1 singles Emily Rahrick returns a serve against her Fairbault opponent Tuesday at the Owatonna High School tennis courts. Rahrick won in straight sets 
6-0,6-0.

By JOSH ZIMMER 
Sports Editor

After starting the season 
with three meets on the road, 
the Owatonna girls’ ten-
nis team held the first of two 
home matches Tuesday at the 
Owatonna High School ten-
nis courts.  Powered by strong 
matches from singles players 
Emily Rahrick and Alissa Wei-
de, the Lady Huskies swept 
Fairbault 7-0 in a Big Nine 
conference match.

“I thought overall we played 
very well and had a good a 

balance of consistency and ag-
gressiveness,” said head coach 
Curt Matejcek. 

No. 1 singles Emily Rahrick, 
who went 3-0 at the Waseca 
round robin, swept Fairbault’s 
Maddy Drevlow in straight 
sets (6-0,6-0). No.2 and No. 3 
singles Alissa Weide and Sara 
Anderson also made quick 
work of their opponents, win-
ning in straight sets  (6-0, 6-0) 
as well. 

Anderson-recently promoted 
to No.3 singles-managed to 
keep her record at a perfect 
11-0 on the season. First time 

varsity performer Grace Simon 
saw herself in a battle with 
Fairbault’s Franziska Kuupe. 
Matejcek said that it was a 
barnburner. 

“She played her first varsity 
match that was two long and 
grueling sets and finally won in 
a third set tiebreaker,” he said. 

Grace would win in three 
sets (7-4, 3-6, 10-5). 

As for the Owatonna doubles 
squad, there were exchanges of 
points from both squads, but 
the Lady Huskies managed to 
win in straight sets. Top pair 
Caitlin Anderson and Gabi 

Deml kicked off the doubles 
matches with a 6-2, 6-0 win 
over the pair of Emily and Sar-
ah Kendell. 

No. 2 Macy Voss and Ka-
tie Segler won in straight sets 
6-1,6-3 over Abby Goodwin 
and Erica Johnson. The final 
match of the afternoon was the 
No. 3 doubles duo of Maragret 
Schlicker and Annabelle Pa-
quin winning 6-1,6-2. 

With Northfield coming to 
town for the final home match 
of the week, Matejcek said that 
today’s matches were a good 
preview of what is to come on 

Thursday.
“I thought Fairbault had 

some really good athletes, 
and that will be the case with 
Northfield,” he said. 

Matejcek went on to say that 
in two matches last year, that 
both teams had competitive 
matches, with each team tak-
ing home a victory. He said he 
expects the same this season. 

“I anticipate another close 
match this year if we play 
well,” he added. 

Lady Huskies sweep Falcons in straight sets

VOLLEYBALL
Continued on page 2B

JOSH 
ZIMMER

Four-point 
stance

Vikes defended 
the north

Well, what a better way to 
“open the gates” at US Bank 
Stadium. 

The Icelandic soccer team 
brought its traditional Vikings 
war chant to help fire up the 
crowd to fuel the Vikings to de-
fend the north. They defended it 
just nicely. 

We also learned some things 
about our new starting quarter-
back Sam Bradford. 

In the 17-14 win against the 
Packers Sunday night, for being 
involvrf in the offense for only 
two weeks, he played fairly 
well. 

There were your usual mis-
communcation plays with some 
of the receivers,which is a given 
due to not having the rapport 
with them. 

However, the 2010 No. 1 
overall pick threw two touch-
downs and most importantly, 
protected the football. 

While it was a hard fought 
win, there weren’t many bright 
spots offensively. So I sup-
pose we should dive into those 
before the bad. 

Stefon Diggs is a star
The second year wide 

recevier continues to make his 
case as the best young player in 
the NFL. The former Mary-
land product had 182 yards 
receiving-just 29 shy of the 
team record (210) and a pretty 
touchdown catch late in the 
third quarter to give the Vikings 
the 17-10 lead. 

In fact, Stefon Diggs is the 
first Vikings receiver since 
Randy Moss to record a 150-
yard receiving game in thier 
first two seasons. The season 
could be another spectaular one 
for Diggs. 
“All Day” may be “All Done” 

Before you read further 
Vikings fans, please make sure 
you are sitting down. 

In the third quarter, future 
Hall of Fame running back 
Adrian Peterson suffered what 
first looked like an ankle injury. 

Unforunately, after talking to 
my sources, it was qouted as a 
right knee injury. Now, any-
time the words knee injury and 
Peterson are together, fans cant 
help but think about the ACL 
suffered just a few years ago. 

Hopefully after an MRI-
which should be done within 
the next day or so is completed, 
we know the fate of our running 
back. 

Offensive line woes
While I gave him a hard time 

in my first column, Bradford 
displayed some real toughness 
Sunday night. The offensive line 
was atrocious, there were snaps 
that Bradford took shots on that 
I really believed he was going to 
just lie there. 

Matt Kalil, who’s been nurs-
ing a hip injury, struggled all 
night trying to slow down Nick 
Perry and Julius Peppers. Bra-
don Fusco played so bad in his 
technique that you may have 
believed he was back playing at 
Division II Slippery Rock. 

Bradford proved that he can 
be the guy. Now the offensive 
line needs to protect him. 

Sunday won’t be any easier 
as they face a vaunting Carolina 
front seven. Hopefully, the of-
fensive line can get on track and 
the Vikings can improve to 3-0.  

Next week I’ll fill you all in 
on how the Vikings defense per-
formed against Cam Newton. 
Until next time, SKOL. 

Follow Josh on Twitter: 
@JZimmer_Sports



By LEMAR NELSON 
Staff Sports Writer

Except for a lapse in game two, 
the Awesome Blossom volley-
ball team dominated USC on the 
home court Thursday, Sept. 15.  
BP won game one 25-19, dropped 
game two 19-25,but then took 

games three and four 25-16 and 
25-6.  It gave the Blossoms a 2-1 
record in the conference and a 7-6 
mark overall.

“This was another exciting 
win,” remarked Coach Ranell Kit-
telson. “We have been working 
really hard in practice on stringing 
points together and keeping con-

sistency with ball control.  I think 
we did a god job of that tonight.  
In serving, Courtney Wobschall 
came within two of the single 
game record for ace serves, and 
she had 12 straight points in the 
third game rout.”

Besides her serving dominance, 
Wobschall also had12 kills and 6 

blocks in the match.  Marissa Lar-
son and Sam Wurst had 8 and 7 
kills; Leah Inwards had 17 assists 
and 11 digs: Leah Schiefert had 
15 assists; and Kylies Forystek 
had 14 digs and 5 kills. 

Heather Pirkl served 6 straight 
points to begin game one, and 
the JV team defeated USC in two 

straight 25-16 and 26-24.  Kaylee 
Carlson served 5 straight points 
for the Rebels in the second game 
to put them in a position to win, 
but Maya Lembke served the win-
ning points after a block had tied 
the score at 24.

Four Blossom girls served 100 
percent, and Micalyn Trihus had 3 
aces. Julia Worke, Pirkl, Lembke 
and Kieara Raschke all added 
one ace.  The team is 8-3 for the 
season now.  The C squad won its 
match in two straight games, as 
well.

BP sweeps Randolph
An Invigorated Blossom vol-

leyball team swept Randolph in 
three straight games Monday, 
Sept. 12, on the home court.  BP 
won all three games 25-11, 25-15, 
and again 25-11.

Real solid play at the net from 
Sam Wurst, Marissa Larson, and 
Courtney Wobschall kept the 
Rockets well in check the first 
game. On offense Leah Inwards 
served 5 points early in the set, 
and Wobschall counted 5 points to 
allow the Blossoms a 23-9 edge.  
The winning points came on a 
block from Wurst and a Larson 
kill.

Wobschall served 6 straight 
points in game two, and Linnea 
Byers- Sunde served the winner 
on the next rotation.  The third 
game saw Kylie Forystek serve 
5 points for a 23-9 edge, and two 
straight blocks gathered in the 
winners.

“The girls came out with a lot 
of energy,” Coach Kittelson com-
mented. “We were able to control 
play and keep momentum through 
all three games. Everyone had a 
chance to play some tonight and 
everyone showed excellent team-
work and effort.”

Wurst led the defense with 6 
kills, but Wobschall, Larson, and 
Forystek all added 4 kills.  In-
wards piled up 16 assists, 11 digs, 
and 3 kills.  It marked a good night 
for the Blossoms.

BP’s junior varsity defeated 
Randolph two straight, with the 
second game going extras points 
28-26.  The Blossoms won the 
first set 25-17.  BP had excellent 
balance in serving for game one, 
and Riauna Bishop had 6 serving 
points in the second game victory. 

As Coach Mary Worke re-
marked, “I thought this was a 
terrific match for the girls. We 
showed the ability to let our mis-
takes go and to keep working 
hard.  We showed a lot of heart 
tonight.”

BP fourth at Hayfiel
The Blossom varsity girls 

had to settle for fourth place at 
the Hayfield Invite Saturday, 
Sept. 10. The team defeated 
Leroy-Ostrander 25-14 and 25-
18, but then lost in three games 
to Goodhue 23-25- 29-27, and 
3-15.  They finished third in 
pool play with a loss to Alden-
Conger 13-25 and 23-25.
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BP QUARTERBACK CLUB

Pancakes
Eggs

Sausage

Muffins
 Milk  

Juice & Coffee

Menu

October 2, 2016  
8:30 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Tickets - $5 advance  

$7 at the door
(kids 5 and under are free)

at Servicemen’s Club

Pancake Breakfast
sunday  

Owatonna boys fall to Lakeville South

NRHEG stats
Mad. Wagner 13 kills, 9 digs, 2 
ace blocks
Mar. Wagner 4 kills, 13 digs, 1 
ace block, 1 ace serve
Muri 4 digs
Ramaker 4 kills, 4 digs
Collins 13 assists, 9 digs
VanWilgen 3 digs
Harden 1 kill, 2 digs
Christopherson 3 digs, 1 ace 
block 
Schoenrock 1 dig
Johns 1 kill, 15 digs

Tigers vs. Zumbrota-Mazeppa
The Medford volleyball team 

started their competition this 

week on the road. Monday, 
the Tigers were in Zumbrota-
Mazeppa to face the Cougars. 
Unfortunately, Medford lost the 
match in 5 (20-25, 25-18, 22-
25, 25-18, 10-15), battling back 
from being down one set. Head 
coach Tanya Powers said that 
there were a few mental errors 
that turned the game. 

“We missed some key serves 
and struggled with a consistent 
defense at times,” she said. “We 
had our chances but we had way 
too many unforced errors,” she 
added. 

Stats
Callie Nagel- 1 ace, 33 digs, 2 
set assists

Krystal Hanson- 18 digs
Payton Powers- 1 ace, 9 digs,17 
set assists, 6 kills
Emma Kniefel - 2 ace, 14 digs, 
11 kills
Dani Morgan- 15 set assists, 1 
solo block, 25 set assists, 4 kills
Amanda Honsey- 4 digs, 2 solo 
blocks, 15 kills
Sydney Langeslag- 2 ace, 5 
digs, 6 kills, 
Mikayla Spinler- 7 solo blocks, 
11 kills

Tigers vs. Lyle-Pacelli
Tuesday, the Tigers were 

more fortunate, defeating Lyle 
in straight sets (25-16, 25-23, 
25-14).  While it may have been 
far from their best, Powers said 

that it was efficient enough to 
win. 

“It was not necessarily pretty 
volleyball, but we got the job 
done,” she added. 

Stats
Callie Nagel- 1 ace, 28 digs
Krystal Hanson- 1ace, 7 digs
Payton Powers- 1 ace, 5 digs, 12 
set assists, 4 kills, 1 solo block
Emma Kniefel - 7 digs, 11 kills
Kaylee Kern- 2 ace, 6 digs
Dani Morgan- 2 ace, 4 digs, 12 
set assists, 2 kills
Amanda Honsey- 1 dig, 4 kills
Sydney Langeslag- 1 dig, 1 kill, 
3 solo blocks
Mikayla Spinler- 5 kills, 2 solo 
blocks

Nagel, Morgan, Spinler power Tigers
VOLLEYBALL: from page 1B

BP volleyball picks up a pair of wins 

Staff photo by Josh Zimmer

Awesome Blossoms’ Courtney Wobschall (left) and Ayren Ingvalson (right) attempt to block a Randolph shot Monday, Sept. 12. 
Blooming Prairie won in straight sets. 

By JOSH ZIMMER 
Sports Editor

After rains cancelled Thurs-
day night’s match against Roch-
ester Century, The Owatonna 
boys’ soccer team was looking 
to finish the weekend with a win. 
Unforunately, the Cougars’s ag-
gressive offensive attack had 
other ideas. 

The Huskies dropped its con-
test against Lakeville South 1-0  
Saturday afternoon at the Owa-
tonna Soccer Complex. Head 
coach Bob Waypa said that they 
didn’t play thier best. 

“It’s just been that kind of a 
season where we’re just miss-
ing,” he added. 

In the first twenty minutes of 
the match it was an evenly pos-
sessed battle. Each team was 
getting chances to launch a long 
counter to try and open up thier 
respective offenses. 

In the first five minutes, how-
ever, Owatonna had a great op-
pourtunity to get on the board 
early. Nate Smith controlled a 
long pass from brother Nick 
Smith and attempted to put a 
shot on net, but sailed his shot 
just left of the ‘keeper. 

Both offenses continued to 
battle for possession but each 
team’s defense was smothering. 
The moment the ball entered ei-
ther of the offensive zones, the 
defense was quickly and active-
ly clearing the ball downfield. 

The Huskies and Cougars 
combined for 10 shots on goal 
throughout the contest. 

Owatonna ‘keeper Aiden 
Buryska continued his dominant 
play after having Tuesday off to 
rest. In the 13th minute, he made 
a great diving save to deflect a 

Cougar’s shot just right of the 
post. 

Unforunately, the following 
corner kick, Lakeville respond-
ed with a goal from Roman 
Fabry-giving the Huskies a one 
point deficit late in the first half. 

The second half was the epito-
me of the Huskies season so far. 
they just were not able to finish 
scoring chances. 

“We hit the post twice, missed 
the goal by two inches on two 
other occassions. We’re close 
to four goals and we didn’t play 
our best,” added Waypa. 

Outside of the lone goal, 
Buryska had another stellar per-
formance, constantly diving and 
lunging to knock away shots. 
While he only recorded four 
saves, they were bigger plays 
than one would think. 

The Huskies mounted a va-
lient effort late in the second 
half,  but had four seperate scor-
ing chances go wide with min-
utes left. 

Owatonna travels to Roch-
ester on Tuesday to face John 
Marshall.  

Owatonna 4, Winona 0 
Often times, a game after a 

huge win can often open the 
door for a letdown. Fortunately, 
for head coach Bob Waypa, the 
match Tuesday night was far 
from that. 

Powered by three second half 
goals, the Huskies beat Winona 
4-0 in a non-conference match-
up on parent’s night at the Owa-
tonna Soccer Complex. Waypa 
said that a win like this is a sigh 
of relief.

“This game actually scared 
me because when you come off 
a big win, there’s always that let-

down,” he said. 
While their forte is being a 

team that won’t win the pos-
session battle, the first half was 
all about the Owatonna offense. 
Just three minutes into the game, 
seniors Abukar Fakruden and 
Captain Dan Kelly each had po-
tential scoring chances that were 
swatted away by the Winona 
‘keeper.  However, junior Juan 
Maya’s shot on goal just minutes 
later was the charm. 

Maya’s shot bounced just off 
the corner of the goal but fellow 
junior Nate Smith-who’s been 
on a hot streak of late- was right 
there to fire the ricocheted shot 
into the back of the net to give 
the Huskies an early 1-0 lead. 

Owatonna would continue to 
dominate time of possession in 
the offensive zone. Waypa at-
tributed that to executing one of 
the points of emphasis for the 
match. 

“The emphasis was to win 
the 50-50 balls. Their goal kicks 
weren’t that long and we were 
jumping it so we were all over 
them,” he said. 

In the first half, Smith was the 
difference maker. With Owa-
tonna’s defense continuing their 
smothering attack that led them 
to the upset win on Saturday, 
Smith was great position to re-
ceive the counter attack’s deep 
in the Winhawks zone. In fact, 
Owatonna’s defense didn’t al-
low a shot on goal until the 48th 
minute. 

With just minutes winding 
down in the first half, the Hus-
kies were continuing the search 
for that second elusive goal. The 
Huskies had another good look 
with just two minutes left in the 
half after Kelly floated a free 

kick into the Winhawks zone. 
Unfortunately, Harmon jumped 
in the way to slow up a Smith 
header attempt. 

After coming out of the half 
with a 1-0 lead and successfully 
applying an immense amount 
of pressure, the Huskies attack 
was slowed a bit due to a sense 
of urgency. There were mul-
tiple scoring chances that were 
halted because of a rushed at-
tack. 

“Sometimes we try to rush 
or panic things. We have more 
time than we think,” he said. 

After the Winhawks re-
corded their first shot on goal, 
the Huskies appeared to slow 
down and return to their domi-
nant form from the first half. 

Despite the valiant effort, 
the Owatonna offensive pres-
sure was just too strong. In a 
span of three minutes, Juan 
Maya added to his stat line on 

the evening by recording two 
goals-pushing the Huskies lead 
to 3-0. With just three minutes 
left, Nate Smith brushed off 
his previous three attempts af-
ter he netted his second goal of 
the night on a long strike. 

Tyler Akemann was the man 
in nets for the Huskies tonight. 
In his first start, the junior 
would block all four shots he 
faced. 

Staff photo by Josh Zimmer

Owatonna captain Mitchell Mayer attempts a free kick in the Huskies match up against Lakeville 
South Saturday at the Owatonna Soccer Complex. The Cougars beat the Huskies 1-0. 
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PUNT, PASS, KICK 
COMPETITION 

Event begins at 3:00 pm
 saturday,  

SEPTEMBER 24

Sponsorsed By: The Blooming Prairie Quarterback Club

Open to all boys & girls ages 6-15
Prizes awarded in each age/gender 

division for 1st, 2nd & 3rd place. 

McFarlin Field  
Blooming Prairie High School

Winners can compete in 
regional competition 

held in October

By LEMAR NELSON 
Staff Sports Writer

Junior Alec Ille ran first in 
the BP invitational on the home 
course Tuesday, Sept.13, and 
both the boys and girls’ cross 
country teams finished first of 
four teams in the meet.  The first 
five varsity boys landed in the 
top ten individuals, and Bobbie 
Bruns and Alison Pryor finished 
second and third for the girls.  
BP took first over Lyle-Pacelli 
for the boys, and the Blossoms 
also outdistanced the Athletics 
for the girls.

“It was an ideal day for cross 
country,” remarked Coach John 
Bruns, “and both the boys and 
girls claimed the team titles.  

 Ille won the meet for the 
second straight year, although 
slightly under the weather, and 
the next four boys ran as a pack 
for most of the race.  Seventh 
grader Bruns ran a nice race 
today to finish second individu-
ally, and Pryor ran her first race, 
after dealing with a knee injury. 
up to now.

Ille timed a 17:07 for his first 
place, and Elijah Baker took 
third in 18:11. Evan Doerhoefer 
trailed Baker by 11 seconds with 
an 18:23 (4th), and Cameron 
Kubista finished another 9 sec-
onds back at 18:32 (5th).  Quen-
tin Kubista ran an 18:58 (7th,) 
and Ethan Grant, Kyle Bramst-
edt, Jesse Schewe, and Jake 
Hyland all ran for the Blossom 
boys. Grant and Bramstedt fin-
ished 12th and 13th individually.

In finishing second for the girls’ 
meet, the Blossoms ran times of 
21:21, with Pryor taking third in 
22:05.  Jerrin Jax was fourth in 
22:40, and Olivia Johnson, Rose 
Michaud, and Jackie Hyland fol-
lowed in 6 8, and 13 places. “I 
was proud of Pryor today,” con-
cluded Coach Bruns. “She ran 
her first meet after dealing with 
a knee problem and doing very 
little actual running.  She ran an 
outstanding first race.”

NRHEG finished third in both 
the boys and girls’ divisions, with 
Josh Fleming placing 6th in the 
boys’ race at 18:55.  Ben Lewer 
also placed in the top ten indi-

viduals with 8th place (19; 14).  
Kollin Reese and Jagger Beck 
ran times of 21:23 and 22:25 for 
places18and 19, and Orin Mely 
also ran for the Panthers.

Jade Mely ran first for the 
NRHEG girls, as she finished 5th 
in 25:01.  Mia Williamson ran 
a 26:47, and Destiny Medrano 
timed a 26:58. Coach Weber re-
marked, “Fleming really ran a 
nice race today.  His times are 
low for this time of the season. 
Lewer ran his personal best, as 
did the other three runners be-
hind Lewer.   Jade improved her 
time by half a minute from the 
last event, and Medrano recorded 
a personal best.  Despite wet con-
ditions, it was a good meet.”

The Medford boys’ and girls’ 
cross country teams also compet-
ed in the Blooming Prairie Invi-
tational on Tuesday. Both squads 
placed fourth in each respective 
class. 

For the boys, eighth grader 
Grant Fitzgerald was bumped 
to the varsity recorded an elev-
enth place (19:54.2) finish. Head 
coach Dave Bon said that it’s a 

good sign for the future with his 
young runner. 

“He was our fastest run-
ner today and will grow into a 
team leader over the next couple 
years,” he added. 

Bon also mentioned that the 
team is continuing to improve as 
individuals. 

For the girls,  Kelsey Walock 
recorded a seventh place finish 
and earned a t-shirt as part of her 
placing in the top ten. Beth Ann 
Hanson was the Tigers’ other 
contestant, placing twelfth. The 
junior high squad were also in 
attendance and competed well. 

George McCarthy led the 
charge for the junior high, 
placing second with a time of 
13:43.7. In fact, Medford had 
four runners place in the top 
five. Other notable placers were 
Tyler Sturza (third), Brock Mer-
ritt (fourth), and Henry Grayson 
(fifth). 

Medford and NRHEG were 
expecting to run in a meet on 
Thursday in Mapleton but was 
cancelled due to rain. 

BP dominates home invite

Cougars down Lady Huskies 

Husky
Round up

By JOSH ZIMMER 
Sports Editor

Volleyball
The Owatonna volleyball 

team competed against North-
field in a Big Nine conference 
matchup Tuesday in Northfield. 
Despite Erin Steffenson record-
ing team high 24 assists, the 
Lady Huskies (2-7) were un-
able to capture a win, falling in 
straight sets (17-25, 22-25, 19-
25).  

Olivia Spatenka statically, 
recorded her best match of the 
season, registering a team high 
14 digs while Lexi Langeland 
crushed home 15 kills. She aslo 
recorded five digs. 

Syd Schultz was second on 
the team with 14 kills with Tori 
Urch, Devin Miller and Karissa 
Gregory each registering a kill 
as well. Steffenson, added two 
aces with Samantha Mundale 
and Tori Urch eached also re-
cording an ace serve.  

Stats
Erin Steffenson 2 aces, 24 as-

sists, 1 dig; Tori Urch- one ace 
serve, 1 kill, 1 dig; Samantha 
Mundale- one ace , 2 digs; Lexi 
Langeland-15 kills, 5 digs; Syd 
Schultz- 14 kills; Devin Miller- 
one kill, one dig; Karissa Greg-
ory- 1 kill; Olivia Spantenka- 14 
digs; Tate Peterson- one dig; 
Maddie Kubista- 8 assists. 

Cross Country
 The Owatonna boys’ and 

girls’ cross country teams were 
in Rochester on Thursday to 
compete in the Mayo Invita-
tional. 

Boys
Led by Braydon Kubat, the 

Huskies finished eighth out of 
25 teams. 

Kubat (26th), Bryce Knutson 
(43rd) and Caedon McCartney 
(45th) all finished inside the op 
50. 

Girls
Senior Sara Wall (40th) and 

eigth grader Catrina Herr (45th) 
had top 50 finishes to lead the 
Huskies. In fact, all but one of 
the runners for Owatonna would 
place in the top 100. 

Owatonna finshed 12th out of 
24 teams. 

Girls basketball
Owatonna High School Ath-

letics Director Ryan Swanson 
announced on Friday afternoon 
that Lindsey Hugstad-Vaa has 
been hired as the new girls bas-
ketball coach.

Hugstad-Vaa, who has been 
assistant on the OHS staff since 
2014, takes over for Tricia Hoff-
mann, who stepped down in Au-
gust to take a teaching job out-
side of the district.

Staff photo by Josh Zimmer

Owatonna senior Toria Koch battles for the ball with Lakeville South’s Kaitlyn Hanson in Saturday 
afternoon’s matchup at the Owatonna Soccer Complex. The Huskies fell to the Cougars 3-1.  

Panthers drop two matches

By LEMAR NELSON 
Staff Sports Writer

“NRHEG had a tough week 
in volleyball,” admitted coach 
Onika Peterson.  “We dropped 
three straight to Medford 
Thursday, Sept. 15, after losing 
a four-set match to LeSeuer 
earlier in the week.  We hope 
to get back to winning next 
week.”

Set two at Medford proved 
very competitive, before the 
Tigers pulled away late, but the 

other two games proved easy 
wins for the home team.  Med-
ford won 25-18, 25-19 and 25-
10.  The team record dropped 
to 2-7.

NRHEG loses to 
Leseuer-Henderson

A first game win couldn’t 
carry into the remaining 
games, and the NRHEG vol-
leyball team fell to LeSeuer-
Henderson in four games.  The 
non-conference match, played 

on the home court Tuesday, 
Sept.16, saw the Panthers edge 
the Giants 24-23, but then fall 
short in the next three sets.  
The visitors took game two 25-
22, won game three 25-17, and 
then closed out the match with 
a 25-13 victory

‘We started out great to-
night,” commented Coach 
Onika Peterson,  “but slowly 
started to unravel.  By the 
fourth game we weren’t get-
ting any touches on their hit-
ters and weren’t able to dig 

their hits.  We need to keep the 
ball playable, have stronger 
serve receives, and cut down 
on the mental errors.”

Marnie Wagner had 7 kills, 
11 digs, and an ace serve, and 
Gretchen Ramaker added 5 
kills.  Maddie Wagner and Ra-
chel Collins both had 7 digs, 
and Collins had 12 assists and 
one kill.  Olivia Christopher-
son had 3 kills and 3 digs, and 
Grace Johns scrambled for 14 
digs in the match. 

Staff photo by Josh Zimmer

Members of the NRHEG varisty volleyball team celebrate a point that brought the score to 10-9 against Medford on Thursday, Sept. 
15. NRHEG dropped the contest in straight sets. 

Follow us on

@SteeleMN_Sports

By JOSH ZIMMER 
Sports Editor

The Lady Huskies were look-
ing forward to getting back to 
action on Saturday after a com-
petition was cancelled Thurs-
day due to thunderstorms. The 
Huskies were also looking for 
answers for Lakeville South’s 
aggressive attack. 

Powered by two-second half 
goals, the Lakeville South Cou-
gars beat the Lady Huskies at 
the Owatonna Soccer Complex. 

Head coach Matt Roddy said 
that despite what the score said, 
there were some mistakes that 
could have completely shifted 
the outcome. 

“It really all came down to 
mistakes for us. It wasn’t a game 
where they were giving us all 
kinds of trouble,” he added. 

From the start, the Cougars 
offensive attack was firing on 
all cylinders. They controlled 
the possessions and were able 
to spend the majority of the first 
half on the attack. 

However, Owatonna’s de-
fense played smothering defense 
and allowed just six shots on 
goal in the half. 

There were moments where 
the Huskies had a chance to 
open the door. In the 12th min-
ute, Kiley Friedrichs had the 
first chance to put the Huskies 
on the board until her shot on 
goal sailed just left of the post. 

Despite the offensive pressure 
from Lakeville South, the game 
was equally back and forth in 
the first half. 

The Huskies were back on 
the offensive attack as a Cou-
gar turnover near midfield gave 
Owatonna numbers. Unfortu-
nately, Page Cocchiarella’s re-
direct from a Sydney Kretlow 
throw in went just above the net. 

In the 31st minute, Lakeville 
South’s Megan Hannash scored 
on a redirect to give the Cougars 
the late 1-0 lead. 

As the half was winding 
down, Owatonna’s Kenna West 
and Sophie Amundson each had 
opportunities to net the equaliz-
er but their shots sailed wide of 
the net. With just under a minute 
remaining in the half, the Hus-
kies again had a chance to tie the 
game but two separate corner 
kick attempts were shut down 
by Lakeville South’s smothering 
defense. The Huskies recorded 

just four shots on goal in the 
half. 

In the second half, the Cou-
gars aggressive offense was 
searching for a moment to assert 
itself. It didn’t take long as Kai-
tlyn Hanson netted the second 
goal of the game just thirty-six 
seconds into the half. 

The Huskies would get on 
the board in the 45th minute as 
Sophie Amundson would capi-
tolize on her penatly kick at-
tempt-cutting the Cougars lead 
to one. 

Unforunately, the pressure 
was just too much for the Hus-
kies. In the 56th minute, Bianca 
Biffet extended the Cougars lead 
to 3-1. 

The Huskies were outshot 15-
6. Afterward, Roddy said that 
the point of emphasis was going 
to be the little things. 

“Consistency, passing and re-
ceiving. As long as we do, we 
can win all three games next 
week,” he added.

Owatonna faced Winona on 
Tuesday in Winona and defeated 
the Winhawks 4-1.

They will travel to Rochester 
on Monday to make up thurs-
day’s contest against Century. 
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 Blooming Prairie 
They painted

PINK

Photos by Howard Lestrud

#1: Kids had fun playing bingo under the Big Tent Saturday. Shown 
from left to right are: Payton Esplan, Harlee Doocy, Sophia Espalan, 
Jaspher Doocy and Skylar Valek. 

#2: A Mark Noble racing poster was a popular item auctioned off
last weekend during Paint BP Pink activities. Noble and wife Becky 
donated the item.

#3: Little Jason Ruter, 4, proudly shows off his shirt that he won
during a Blooming Prairie Cancer Auction on Saturday night. BP 
Cancer Group Treasurer Cheri Krejci said over $32,000 was earned at 
the two auctions. 

#4: Elvis Presley was in the Big Tent during Paint Blooming Prairie 
auction activities on Friday night. The Elvis painting was one of about 
280 items donated to two auctions Friday and Saturday nights. 

#5: Auctioneer Galen Peterson solicits bids during the Paint BP Pink 
cancer auctions Friday and Saturdaay nights. 
#6: Treasurer Cheri Krejci of the Blooming Prairie Cancer Group paid 
tribute to a young BP Cancer Group donor, Adam Walsh. The young 
Mr. Walsh donated $184.88 earned at a garage sale this past spring.

#7: Stix of Fury drummers Dylan Aldrich and Rose Michaud perform 
at the Blooming Prairie Cue Company Saturday night. This was the 
final performance of the season for the g oup, directed by Jake 
Peterson and Camden Heimerman. 

#8: Easton Valek marks a bingo card with his father Glenn Valek 
under the Big Tent on Saturday. More than 60 bingo fans competed 
for special prizes. Lindsay Krejci was the bingo caller. 
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To Love, to Honor,  
toRemember

Telling Your 
Story in Stone

•  Full Line of Granite and Bronze Memorials
• Custom Laser Etchings
•  Serving the area since 1950
•  In home appointments available
•  Pre-Planning — design your memorial your way

• Bring this ad for a FREE Plant Stand 
    with Purchase

1180 Frontage Rd. E,  
Owatonna, MN

507-455-9551  
OwatonnaGranite.com

Locally Owned by John & Barb Heerema

SeniorF  cusHealth & Fitness  
Retirement 
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Activities & Hobbies
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Diet and exercise needs change as men and women age
Maintaining a healthy 

weight is important at any 
age. But avoiding being 
overweight or obese can 
be particularly crucial 
for seniors, considering 
many illnesses are tied to 
body weight. Maintaining 
a healthy immune system 
also can require eating 
a balanced, nutritionally 
sound diet.

The Geriatric Research, 

Education, and Clinical 
Center at Durham Medical 
Center in Virginia says 
people need to change 
how they eat for every 
decade they reach. Caloric 
intake should be reduced 
because individuals are 
generally moving around 
less, have less muscle 
and their metabolic rates 
decline. People who find 
that they are having trouble 

losing weight in their 50s 
and older may be basing 
weight-loss goals on 
calorie recommendations 
for younger people.

One challenging thing 
about eating less overall 
is supplementing with 
more nutrient-rich foods. 
Older bodies still require 
similar amounts of protein, 
vitamins and minerals as 
younger ones, but older 

men and women must 
balance that need with 
their need to consume less 
calories. Consuming more 
fruits, vegetables and lean 
protein sources, including 
beans, and choosing whole 
grains over refined starchy 
foods can be the key.

Watch what you drink, 
as well. Soft drinks and 
other sugary beverages 
may be packed with 
calories you don’t need. 
Choose unsweetened 
beverages and opt for 
water as much as possible. 
Protect yourself against 
dehydration, which can be 
harder to detect as you get 
older.

In addition to modifying 
food and beverage choices 
and reducing their calorie 
intake, seniors should 
continue to exercise. 
Healthy eating paired 
with moderate exercise 
remains one of the best 

combinations for 

healthy weight loss or 
weight maintenance. 
The goal is to consume 
fewer calories and expend 
more energy. While 
cardiovascular exercises 
can be a good way to get 
the heart pumping and 
stimulate your metabolic 
rate, as you age you should 
perform strength-training 
and weight-bearing 
exercises as well. Muscle 
mass naturally diminishes 
with age, and according 
to the Mayo Clinic if you 
avoid strength exercises 
you can eventually lose 
muscle and increase the 
percentage of fat in your 
body. Strength training 
also helps you develop 
stronger bones, which can 
help prevent fractures. 
In addition, as you gain 
muscle, your body will 
begin to burn calories more 
efficiently, making your 
time in and out of the gym 
more productive. 

Apart from diet and 
exercise, aging adults may 
need to consult with their 
doctors about nutritional 
supplements. Your body 
may produce less stomach 
acid as you get older, 
making it more difficult to 
absorb vitamins from food, 
including vitamin B12 
and vitamin D. Aging skin 
is less able to transform 
sunlight into the vitamin, 
which can affect the body’s 
ability to absorb calcium. 
Deficiencies in vitamins D 
and B12 and calcium can 
result in a number of health 
conditions. Routine blood 
work can help pinpoint 
whether you are deficient 
in key nutrients.

The body’s nutritional 
and fitness needs change 
as a person ages. Those 
uncertain about the 
lifestyle changes they will 
need to make should speak 
with their physicians.

The most innovative leader of senior housing and services, 
empowering individuals to live richer and fuller lives.

507-446-8334 • www.countrysideseniorliving.org • 650 El Dorado Street SE, Owatonna

Our Values
Service: We intensely focus on 
serving our customers and deliver-
ing what they want with excellence.

Innovation: We celebrate creativ-
ity and ingenuity, anticipate change, 
and understand that respon-
sible risk is essential to delivering 
cutting-edge products and services.

Spirituality: We honor our faith-
based heritage by creating welcom-
ing, inclusive communities that 
nurture and support the spiritual 
needs of the people we serve.

Wellness: We believe that physi-
cal, intellectual, spiritual, social, 
emotional, and vocational growth is 
essential to wellness.

507-446-5855 • www.brooksowatonna.org • 2480 St Paul Rd, Owatonna
What we offer
Spacious Apartments: Each 
residence features a full kitchen, 
including a range, refrigerator, 
living room, bedroom, private bath 
with a shower unit, ample closet 
space and a 24-hour response 
system.

Social, Leisure and Spiritual 
Choices: Enjoy our grand 
fireplace room for taking classes, 

watching a musical recital and 
participating in other enriching 
activities.

Safe, Worry Free Living: Tired 
of shoveling and keeping up your 
yard? Don’t worry. We provide 
all maintenance, landscaping and 
snow removal.

Healthcare professionals are on 
duty 24 hours per day to assist you 
with any healthcare needs.

Stop in and visit our way of Living.
We look forward to meeting you.
A catered living community that you’ll be proud to call home. 
Catered living provides independent living and assisted living.

Contact Kelly Maas 507-461-9277  
or kellymaas@ecumen.org

Schedule a 
tour today

We are pleased to announce HOUSECALLS | A Division of the Smart Clinic
•No need to leave the home with on-site lab, x-ray and other support services
•Our Providers will be visiting our assisted living facilities once weekly at a minimum
•The provider accepts most health plans including Medicare and Medicaid
•All systems are HIPPA compliant

Health care made simple - Quality care from someone you trust.

In a time of 
many doubts...
stick with your loyal companion.
 
Your community newspaper is still 
the leading source for 
everything you need to know.

87% of all Minnesota adults 
read a paper each week. If you want 
real loyalty,  put it in the paper.

LOYALTY. Always local, all the time.
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10 Years Ago
Tuesday, Sept. 26, 2006
Dan Evans, Publisher
Last renovated in 1986-

87, under Father Halloren, 
the St. Columbanus Church 
was in definite need of 
repair. After a generous 
donation from the late 
Harriet Ressler, the needed 
renovation was able to take 
place for this landmark of 
Blooming Prairie. Divided 
into two stages, lighting 
and interior, the work on the 
church is well past stage one 
and nearly in completion of 
stage two. Important parts 
of the renovation were new 
light fixtures, new paint, and 
a brand new sound system. 

The seventh annual 
B.O.B. Ride was held on 
July 15. This benefit ride 
gathered 13 large boxes 
of toys, seven bikes, and 
$5,140 in donations for the 
“Toys for Tots” organization 
of Steele County. This 
successful fund-raiser 
was possible because of 
the generous donations 
given by the 182 registered 
riders, the Blooming Prairie 
Lions, Fire Departments of 
Blooming Prairie, Geneva, 
and Hayfield, and the 
businesses of Blooming 

Prairie and surrounding 
communities. The support 
and donations of everyone 
involved will make a big 
difference in the life of a 
child who received those 
special gifts.

    
20 Years Ago
Tuesday, Sept. 24, 1996
Elsie Slinger, Editor
For the second year now, 

students have met at the flag 
pole in front of the Blooming 
Prairie High School, to 
meet for ‘See You at the 
Pole”, a prayer movement 
for students of all religions. 
The event began as a simple 
prayer meeting of several 
high school students in 
Texas in the spring of 1990, 
and has spread around 
the world. There are now 
over 75 denominations 
and ministries helping to 
promote the project, but 
it’s students who intiate, 
organize, and lead prayer at 
the flagpole. 

Using the railroad track 
from Blooming Prairie north 
to Owatonna may be a thing 
of the past as Canadian-
Pacific Railway has closed 
the line for the time being. 
The track from Owatonna 

to Blooming Prairie and 
further south was built 
in the early 1900s, if not 
earlier. But the track no 
longer makes it financially 
feasible to keep it open, as it 
services just the Owatonna 
Canning Company. 

50 Years Ago
Thursday, Sept. 22, 1966 
Victor, Vernon and Vyrle 
Krejci, Editors
In Steele County, as in 

most other parts of the 
country, the cost of living 
is several percent higher 
today than it was a year 
ago. On the basis of the 
Labor Department findings, 
the average Steele County 
family needs approximately 
$167 more per year than 
it did in 1965 to buy the 
same amount of goods and 
services.  That is the size 
of increase for a family that 
has a net, after-tax income 
of $6,419, which is the local 
average. 

A group of more than 
thiry Dodge County Farm 
Bureau Women and guests 
participated in the annual 
rural-urban tour, Monday, 
September 12.  In the 
morning, they visited the 

Smith Brothers dairy farm. 
The ladies then enjoyed 
lunch at the Carlson Café 
in Mantorville, following 
which Martin Grovdahl 
spoke to them about his trip 
to the Citizen’s Seminar. 

John Patrick Sayler, 5, of 
Aberdeen, South Dakota, 
and formerly of Waseca, 
was instantly killed Monday 
of last week in the collapse 
of a masonry wall. He and 
his brother Robert, 7, were 
playing on a farm where 
the family was visiting, 
when John bumped against 
the wall and it fell on him. 
Robert suffered only minor 
scratches. 

75 Years Ago
Thursday, Sept. 25, 1941
Frank Krejci, Publisher
A five-man team, 

representing the Blooming 
Prairie Gun Club, defeated 
a large field of trap-shooters 
Sunday at a shoot sponsored 
by the gun club at LeRoy. 
Breaking 108 out of 125 
clay pigeons, the team, 
consisting of Merville Bray, 
Glen Dennis, George Ray 
and Ed Zwiener, won a large 
trophy. 

Petty thievery in the 

area apparently turned 
from chickens to potatoes 
this week. Mike Volmer, 
Blooming Prairie farm 
hand, pleaded guilty in 
court Monday in Justice 
William’s court here to a 
charge of petty larceny. 
He stole several sacks of 
potatoes from a truck south 
of town. 

Bringing $135 per acre, 
the 80-acre Cozy Corner 

farm owned by the Andrew 
Nelson estate was sold 
Friday at auction for the 
highest price bought for 
many years by any farm in 
this area. The buyer was 
Martin Hanson, farmer, who 
will be occupying the farm 
himself. Personal property 
also sold unusually well. 
Top price for cows was 
$137, pullets $1 a piece, and 
a brood sow and pigs $90. 

Dear Savvy Senior,
My husband and I are 

recently retired and would like 
to do some traveling both in 
the United States and abroad, 
but worry about health issues, 
such as insurance, finding a 
good hospital if we get sick, 
etc. What tips can you offer 
health conscious seniors who 
want to travel? 

Older Travelers

Dear Travelers,
A dream vacation can turn 

into a real nightmare if you get 
sick or injured while you’re 
away and aren’t prepared. 
Before setting out, here are 
some simple steps to help 
ensure a safe and healthy trip.

Talk to your doctor: If you 
have a medical condition or 
health concerns, a good first 
step is to talk with your doctor 
now about what precautions 
you need to take before 
traveling. You should also 

have your doctor’s contact 
information with you when 
you travel, as well as a list of 
your medical conditions and 
the medications you’re taking 
in case you need emergency 
medical care while you’re 
away.

If you’re traveling outside 
the U.S., you need to find out 
the health conditions of the 
country you’re visiting and 
what, if any, vaccinations and/
or preventative medications 
are recommended. See CDC.
gov/travel or call 800-232-463 
to get this information. 

Check your insurance: If 
you have health insurance or 
a Medicare Advantage plan 
through an HMO or PPO that 
covers in-network doctors 
only, check your plan to find 
out what’s covered if you need 
medical care when traveling 
outside your geographic area. 

Beneficiaries that have 
original Medicare are covered 

everywhere in the U.S. But if 
you’re traveling abroad, you 
need to know that original 
Medicare does not cover 
medical expenses beyond 
the border except in rare 
circumstances, although some 
Medicare Advantage plans and 
some Medigap supplemental 
policies do. And, many private 
health plans don’t pay health 
care costs outside the U.S. 
either. Be sure to check. 

If you need coverage 
when traveling abroad, get 
a comprehensive travel 
medical insurance policy 
that covers medical care, 
medical evacuation and 
trip cancellation coverage. 
See InsureMyTrip.com and 
SquareMouth.com to shop and 
compare policies. 

Locate health care: Before 
your trip, find out what health 
and urgent care facilities 
are near the areas you’re 
visiting. Your hotel can 

help you with this, or see 
UrgentCareLocations.com or 
USHospitalFinder.com for 
U.S. facilities.

If you’re traveling abroad, 
the U.S. consulate or embassy 
in the countries you’re visiting 
(go to step.state.gov to enroll 
your trip) is a good place 
to get a referral. Or join the 
International Association 
for Medical Assistance to 
Travelers (IAMAT.org), which 
provides its members access 
to a worldwide network of 
physicians who speak English 
and have agreed to affordable 
prearranged fees. Membership 
is free. 

Pack your meds: Make sure 
you have a sufficient supply of 
medications to last the entire 
trip. 

If traveling by air, you need 
to pack your medicine in 
your carry-on bag, so if your 
checked luggage gets lost 
or misdirected you won’t be 

without. It’s best to keep your 
medications in their original 
containers to get through 
airport security without delays. 
It’s also a good idea to bring 
along a note from your doctor 
that explains why you take 
these medications, especially 
if syringes or other medical 
supplies are involved.

For airport security 
requirements visit TSA.gov 
– click on “Disabilities and 
Medical Conditions.” You can 
also call TSA Cares at 855-
787-2227 prior to traveling 
with questions about screening 

policies, procedures and what 
to expect at the security 
checkpoint.

Seek mobility aids: If 
mobility is an issue and you’re 
flying to your destination, call 
your airline before you leave 
and ask them to supply you a 
wheelchair to use while you’re 
in the airport. And when 
booking hotel reservations, 
ask for an accessible room that 
accommodates wheelchairs 
and walkers.  

Send your senior questions to: Savvy Senior, 
P.O. Box 5443, Norman, OK 73070, or visit 
SavvySenior.org. Jim Miller is a contributor to 
the NBC Today show and author of “The Savvy 
Senior” book.

Recreation

Hwy 218 S.
Blooming Prairie

www.minersoutdoor.com • 507-583-2712

Outdoor Power Equipment, 
Golf Carts, ATV, Sales Service, 

Parts & Accessories

Repair Service

656 3rd St. NE
Blooming Prairie, MN

Robert Salinas
Family-Owned
583-6620

Health tips and advice for senior travelers

History from the news archives

	 Insurance

Auto    |    Home    |    Life    |    Business    |    College    |    Retirement

 One combined policy
+  One deductible for it all

 One big sigh of relief
When things go wrong, you need your insurance to go right. Contact me to see how our 
one deductible advantage can help provide you peace of mind when you need it most. 
Julie Spinler
236 S Main Street
PO Box 69
Dexter
(507) 584-1215

One deductible per occurrence. Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company*/West Des
Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services MC032 (8-15)

J.A. GWILT SIDERS, INC.
Siding & Windows

Lic. #20533878
•Maintenance Free Siding

•Premium Vinyl, Steel & Aluminum
•Custom Trim Work

•Seamless Aluminum or Copper Gutters
•Lifetime Warranty

For Free Estimates Call: 507-583-7413
Now supplying siding for contractors & do-it yourselfers!

Siding & Windows 

Accountants
Steele County Times Professional Directory

Dental Care

Blooming Prairie 
405 E. Main St. 
507-583-2141

Owatonna
1170 East Frontage Rd.

507-455-1000

Mankato
287 St. Andrews Drive Suite 100

507-720-0250
Rochester

3110 Wellner Dr. NE. 
507-536-7700

New Richland 
132 Broadway Ave. N.

 507-463-0502  

Locally Owned
Dental Care

BLOOMING PRAIRIE DENTAL CENTER
“Dentistry for the whole family”

Jeffrey A. Schwert, D.D.S.
132 2nd Ave. NE

Blooming Prairie ~ 583-6613

Johnson Construction 
& Tree Service

Tree & Stump Removal •Trimming & Topping •Tree Moving 
Lot Clearing • Backhoe/Skidloader • Hauling General Construction

24 Hr. Emergency Services • Year Round Work • Licensed & Insured
KYLE JOHNSON • 507-583-7592
AUSTIN & BLOOMING PRAIRIE

Construction

Funeral Planning
A Simple, Thoughtful Act of Caring

PREARRANGEMENT & PREFUNDING

Worlein Blooming Prairie Funeral Home
418 Highway Ave S. ,Blooming Prairie, MN

Mary Kittelson
NFDA Certified Preplanning Consultant • Licensed Agent - Purple Cross Plans

507-583-7561
www.worlein.com

Automotive

ROD & TESS KOSTER, Owners
Bus: 507-583-2018 • Fax: 507-583-2317

Hwy. 218 • Blooming Prairie
www.kostercarkorner.com

FOR THAT HOMETOWN PERSONAL TOUCH

Garbage
SKJEVELAND ENTERPRISES

YOU CAN
 COUNT ON US!

Sanitation & Recycling Services
Pride in service since 2007

• Sanitation & Recycling Services
• Roll-Offs & Dumpsters
• Rubbish & Garbage Removal

Contact Skjeveland Enterprises today!

5 0 7 - 5 2 8 - 9 9 0 0

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspaper). 
At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to each 
newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. Please 
do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

2x2, 2x4 & 2x8 ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 9/18/2016 South

A Life-Changing Career

Mayo Clinic has openings for Food Service professionals 
to join the team. 

Working at Mayo Clinic is making a difference. It’s
providing the highest quality patient care by placing
the needs of patients first. You’ll discover a culture of
teamwork, professionalism and mutual respect — and
most importantly, a life-changing career.

Mayo Clinic has been recognized as the best hospital
in the nation for 2016-2017 by U.S. News and World

Report. In addition, Mayo Clinic is ranked No. 1 in more
specialties than any other hospital in the country. Our
multi-disciplinary group practice focuses on providing
high quality, compassionate medical care. We are the
largest integrated, not-for-profit medical group practice
in the world with over 60,000 employees working in
a unique environment that brings together the best in
patient care, groundbreaking research and innovative
medical education.

In 2017, Mayo Food Service in Rochester will transition
to Morrison Healthcare. Details of that transition will be
shared with you throughout this hiring process.

To apply online and learn more, please visit:  
mayocareers.com/MNNewspaper

Food Service 
Professionals

©2016 Mayo Foundation for Medical Education and Research. Post offer/pre-employment  
drug screening is required. Mayo Clinic is an equal opportunity educator and employer  

(including veterans and persons with disabilities).

Be the first to hear about new jobs 
and career-related news from  
Mayo Clinic.

Connect with us!

Prairie Manor Care Center 
& Heather Haus

220 3rd St. NW,
Blooming Prairie
583-4434

Orthodontic Specialist
132 2ND AVE. NE

BLOOMING PRAIRIE

Building 

Healthy

Smiles!

Dr. Deborah J. Lien, DDS, MBSDr. Deborah J. Lien, DDS, MBS
ORTHODONTIC SPECIALIST

507.583.6613drdeborahlienorthodontics.com

FREE CONSULTATIONS
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                                     Week of September 18, 2016             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

STOP OVERPAYING 
FOR YOUR PRESCRIPTIONS! 

Save up to 93%! Call our licensed 
Canadian and International phar-
macy service to compare prices and 
get $15.00 off your fi rst prescription 
and free shipping. Call 800/259-1096 

GOT KNEE PAIN? 
Back Pain? Shoulder Pain? Get a 
pain-relieving brace - little or no 
cost to you. Medicare patients call 
health hotline now! 800/755-6807

YOUR AD HERE
Only $279 to reach a statewide audience 
of 3 million readers!!! Call 800-279-2979

DONATE YOUR CAR 
truck or boat to Heritage For The 
Blind. Free 3-day vacation, tax de-
ductible, free towing, all paper-
work taken care of 800/439-1735

DISH NETWORK 
New fl ex pack! Select the channels you 
want. Free installation. Free Stream-
ing. $39.99/24 months. Add internet 
for $14.95 a month. Call 800/297-8706

LUNG CANCER? 
60 or older? If so, you and your fam-
ily may be entitled to a signifi cant cash 
award. Call 800/918-0376 to learn 
more. No risk. No money out of pocket.

MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS

Dodge County 
Independent

Dodge County 
ADvantage

Steele County Times

3-WEEK SPECIAL: $30
BUY TWO WEEKS, GET THE THIRD FREE
UP TO 20 WORDS; 10¢ FOR EACH WORD AFTER

REACH OVER 17,000 IN 
OVER 12 COMMUNITIES

Classifieds
FOR SALE REAL ESTATE AUTO

To place an ad: Call: 507-583-4431, E-mail: bptimes@frontiernet.net, Mail: P.O. Box 247, Blooming Prairie, MN 55917

Cleary Building Corp.

MINI STORAGE
New Building

Large Units Now Available

10 x 24....$70.00/month

Weekday hours:
8-12:00 & 1-5 p.m.

Saturday hours:
8-12:00

Excellent Location
At Cleary Building Corp.

702 7th St. Circle SE
Kasson, MN

(507)634-664035
tfc

Hiawatha Homes provides support to people with dis-
abilities located in Byron, Rochester, and Oronoco.
We offer flexible schedules, valuable experience, paid
training, weekend & holiday pay, PTO & benefits. We
are currently offering full time, part-time, on call, and
seasonal direct support positions for morning, after-
noon, evening, and overnight shifts.

39
-4
2c

Hiawatha Homes is Now Hiring Ages 17 and up! 

Apply online at: 
www.hiawathahomes.org or in person at:1820 Valkyrie Drive NW Rochester, MN 55901

Hiawatha Homes is an equal opportunity employer

401 8TH STREET SE KASSON

COOKS 
SERVERS

BARTENDERS 
DISH WASHERS 

needed. 
No experience 

necessary. 
Apply within.

 

Kasson-Mantorville 
Community Education 

is seeking Gymnastics Instructors. 

40
c

$14/hour salary.  
Please contact Comm Ed Director 
Jenny Carrier at 507-634-4464 or 

j.carrier@komets.k12.mn.us 
for additional information.

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR 
AN EXCITING CAREER? 

JOIN THE CLEARY TEAM!!

NOW HIRING 
CONSTRUCTION 

WORKERS
$20 - $35 per hour             

BASED ON EXPERIENCE      
PLUS FULL BENEFITS!
We are seeking hard working 
people looking for a career 

and advancement in our family 
owned business! 

Drug screen and valid driver’s 
license required.

APPLY TODAY!!
www.workforcleary.com
702 7th Street Circle SE

Kasson, MN 55944 
507-634-6640

4
0
-4

1c

Equity Bank

Equity BaNK is looking for a part time Customer Service
Representative to work at our Claremont office. This position could lead to full
time. Duties will be to service our customers’ banking needs.

40
-4
1c

208 W. Front St., Claremont • 507-528-2133

Please call Karen Morris at 507-528-2133 or stop in at 
208 Front St. W., Claremont, MN 55924 to pick up an

application or may also email requesting an application 
kmorris@equitybankmn.com. Equal Opportunity Employer

•KASSON LOCATION•

PERFECT FOR STUDENTS OR FOR A SECOND JOB
• Evening and weekend shifts available

COME JOIN OUR WINNING TEAM
Apply in person and ask for Nick, or apply 

online at www.mysubwaycareer.com

38
-3

9cCDL driver over the road dryer van. 
Driver benefits included. Paid holidays, 
vacation pay, and 401K health plan.

Krueger Trucking
Austin, MN
1-800-634-3317

needed at Prairie 
Meadows in Kasson. 
Split shift, 11-2 & 4-7,
every other weekend.

WAITSTAFF

Kasson EOE.

Apply in person. 
Ask for Kabrie.30

-3
9c

COMPLETE CARS & TRUCKS
We pay up to $100. Pick up available.

AU
TO

S WANTED
Dead

or
Alive

WE 
ACCEPT

USED

McNeilus Auto Parts
507-374-6392

•Experienced Diesel Technician
•Experienced Auto Technician
•Light Trailer Maintenance
•Welder/Fabricator

COMPETITIVE WAGES 
BASED ON EXPERIENCE

45-50 HOURS WORKED PER WEEK
CONTACT BRENT OR STEVE AT:

❙ 507-374-6288 ❙

Freerksen
ENTERPRISES INC.

TECHNICIANS 
WANTED 

JOBS 
AVAILABLE

Wanamingo C-store has immediate openings 
for part-time counter and deli help. 

Flexible hours are available.  
Contact Carolyn Gherbaz @507-824-2281 or 

Carolyng@agpartners.net 

FT afternoon caregiver posi-
tion available at Wellington 
Adult care. Working with elder-
ly clients, experience preferred 
but will train. Must love elder-
ly people and enjoy working 
in a home setting. Applicant 
must be 18 years old, have a 
valid drivers license, and pass 
a background check. If inter-
ested please call please con-
tact Janie or Bill at 507-374-
2198 or 507-319-4821. 31tfc
Do you enjoy your summers 
off and the same time off as 
your children? We have two 
employment opportunities 
available with Taher. One is at 
the Kasson Mantorville High 
School 8:30 AM-1:00PM mak-
ing sandwiches and cashiering. 
The other is at Kasson Mantor-
ville Elementary 8:00-1:00 cut-
ting fruit and vegetables and 
serving. Please call Wendy 
Sellers 507-634-4462 or email 
w.sellers@komets.k12.mn.us 
if you are interested. 40-42c
PT piano teachers need-
ed in Kasson to teach in 
the Music Link program af-
ter school 3-6 hrs. a week. 
Call 507-634-4145 or www.
themusiclink.biz 38-40p
Hayfield 1st & 3rd shift pro-
duction, IFP (Innovative Food 
Processors), a manufacturer 
of high performance powders, 
is seeking dependable, pos-
itive, experienced operators 
for 1st and 3rd shift produc-
tion. IFP offers a full benefits 
package (medical, dental, 
401k with a company match, 
FSA, Life Insurance, etc.) 
and annual incentives. If you 
are interested in being part 
of a positive, family oriented 
team environment. Send your 
resume to hr@ifpinc.biz or 
fax to 507-332-5688  38-40c
Help Wanted: must be 
able to do book keeping 
and be able to lift. 11-5:30 
M-F. P&P TV and Appli-
ance 507-634-7007 39-41c
Help Wanted: Part Time 
Bartender/Waiter/Waitress 
to work flexible hours Mon-
day-Sunday. Will train, must 
be at least 18 yrs. of age. Pick 
up application at 505 Frontage 
RD NW or send application or 
resume to: Byron American 
Legion resume to P.O. Box 
687 Byron, MN 55920.  40tfc
Part-time waitress wanted, 
flexible hours, some weekday 
and Sat. evenings, no Sundays 
or Holidays. Call Harolds Club, 
Dodge Center at 374-9425. 
 40,41c; 42nc

EMPLOYMENT
Apartments for rent, 1, 2 & 
3 BR, gas & elec. Included. 
507-273-7386. 50-1p, 2tfc
Prime office spaces for rent 
on Main Street, Kasson. High 
traffic location. Call 634-4307 
for more information. 37tfc
Rent Sale- Great Western 
Apartments, Hayfield, will 
reduce your rent by $100 
per month with a one-year 
lease. Newly renovated 
with large rooms, hardwood 
floors, and utilities included. 
We have the 1, 2, or 3 bed-
room apartment you want. 
Call (507) 796-0152 or (701) 
330-9706 for sale details 12tfc
Hayfield 1 bedroom, heat, 
water, and trash included, 
laundry room on site, ele-
vator, community patio and 
social room. Senior apt age 
62 or handicapped/disabled, 
income based. Equal Hous-
ing Opportunity. Call 477-
2316 or 613-4188  25tfc
Blood Clot patients, if you 
have experienced any serious 
problems with an IVC filter, 
call 507-201-8964 to speak 
with a lawyer. You may be 
entitled to compensation. tfc
2 bdrm apt., Dodge Center, 
clean building, laundry on site, 
$600./mo. Includes heat & 
garbage. 507-398-6899 38tfc
Farm land to cash rent in 
or near Canisteo Town-
ship. Call Wayne Larsen 
at 507-202-3411 39-50c

FOR RENT

FOR SALE
If you or a loved one have 
taken Xarelto and suffered 
any serious side effects, call 
507-573-4430 to speak with 
a lawyer. You may be en-
titled to compensation. tfc
FRESH VEGETABLES- toma-
toes, canning or eating, gour-
met garlic, Kohlrabi, candy on-
ions, cabbage, green peppers. 
Call 507-477-3337 or 507-
421-1466. Hayfield. 38-40c
Troybilt wide-cut mow-
er, 33 inch, electric start, 
model #34071, extra 
blades, 8.5 hp. $450. Call 
507-634-4231 38-40p

SERVICES
HAMM’S WELDING - All 
types, aluminum, stainless 
steel, cast iron, fabrication 
work and repairs. HAMM’S 
WELDING, 528-2524, rural 
Claremont. 9tfc
Dodge County Printing, wed-
ding invitations, bumper stick-
ers, graduation invitations, 
pens, can holders, letter-
heads, envelopes, business 
cards, carbonless forms, 
computer stationary. Ask 
about other items available, 
507-634-2661. 33tfp
Have you taken Invoka-
na and suffered any seri-
ous side effects? Call 507-
573-4551 to speak with a 
lawyer. You may be enti-
tled to compensation. .tfc

WANTED
Crop land to rent. Young 
farmer looking to expand 
existing corn and soybean 
operation in Hayfield and 
surrounding area, call David 
Stanton, 507-951-0915 38tfc
Farm land to cash rent in 
or near Canisteo Town-
ship. Call Wayne Larsen 
at 507-202-3411 39-50c

GARAGE SALES
Riverside Park, Tuesday 
11-5 through October, Farm-
ers and Artisans Market, Arts 
and crafts, Watkins products, 
baked goods, plants, produce 
and flea market, vendor fee 
$5/wk. 507-635-5554, www.
mantorvilletourism.com 25tfc
805 7th St. NW, Kasson. 
Thurs. 12-5, Fri. 9-5. Lots 
of kitchen items, blankets, 
decorations and more. 40p
21 7th St. NE, Kasson. 
Sat., 8-1. Huge Multi-Fam-
ily Sale. Antiques, house-
hold, bathroom sink basin, 
queen bed, portable septic 
tank, lawnmower, grill, hutch, 
dog cage, name brand cloth-
ing, mannequin, sewing 
fabric, MUCH more! 40p
1004 4th St. NW, Dodge 
Center. Sat. 8-Noon. Huge 
moving/garage sale. Wom-
ens clothing (L to 2x), Mens 

(L-4X), Jeans (34-38), boys 
and girls clothes, books 
(children to adult), Tup-
perware, Pampered Chef, 
bedding, toys and games. 
Stuff being added daily. 40p
Stewartville’s 9th Annu-
al Trash & Treasure Day, 
Sat. Sept. 24th, 7am-5pm. 
You don’t want to miss this 
event. Stewartville is well 
known for having the area’s 
largest number of participat-

ing garage sales! The sales 
will be listed in the Stewart-
ville STAR newspaper (avail-
able in Stewartville at both 
Casey’s General Stores, 
Fareway Foods, both Kwik 
Trips and Weber & Judd), 
also available online at www.
think Stewartville.com and 
the Stewartville STAR’s 
Facebook page. Some 
sales begin Thursday, Sept. 
22 or Friday, Sept. 23. 40c
301 3rd Ave. NW, Kas-
son. Fri. 10-6, Sat. 8-4.  
Multi-family garage sale: 
Newer home decor, tread-
mill, bookcase, bar stools, 
misc. household goods. 

WANTED:
$1000 HIRE BONUS!
Immediate openings for Direct 

Care Staff for 4 bed group home 
in West Concord.  FT PM, PT 

AM, PT PM, and Float positions 
available.  Must have current 

MN driv lic & pass background 
check.  Paid training provided!  
$9.75 – $11.25.  Full Benefits 
Package for FT positions.  Call 
Heidi or Karla at 507-527-2456 

or apply at 205 Southview Street, 
West Concord.  “EOE”

37
-4

0c
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Re-elect 

Trusted Experience

• Married to wife Susan, eight children
• Lifelong area resident, lives in Waseca
• Employed as church administrator at Trinity        
  Lutheran Church in Owatonna
• Elected State Representative, 2012, 2014
• Past member, Minnesota School  Board    
  Association Board of Directors
• Past member, Steele-Waseca Cooperative   
  Electric Advisory Board
• Vice-Chair State Transportation Committee

About John Petersburg

Prepared and paid for by Petersburg Campaign Committee, 700 19th Ave. NE, Waseca, MN 56093

8B • Tuesday, September 20, 2016 • Steele County Times

BevC

BRING SOME     
  HARMONY TO     
    THE HOUSE

ELECT

Prepared and paid for by Bev Cashman For Representative 
628 E. Academy Street, Owatonna, MN 55060

ASHMAN
State Representative 24A

Divided Government
Government only works when both 
parties agree to listen to each other, 
work together and compromise to 

serve the best interests of our state.

And that’s just what Bev will do!

“My goal will be to 
share the credit with my House 
colleagues and resolve difficult 

political issues, rather than blame 
the other party for failing to act.”

1/4 pg
This Fall 2016

YOU BOUGHT THE HOUSE
FOR THE VIEW. LET IT IN.

TO LEARN MORE, CALL OR VISIT US TODAY.

        507.377.4284
              971 PLAZA ST
          ALBERT LEA, MN
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142 West Broadway St. Owatonna • 507-446-9990

All day 
delivery & 
carry out!

All day 
buffet!

TUESDAY
Any

2 Large Pizzas

   ONLY

$1999

WEDNESDAY
8 piece

Broasted Chicken
with 8 Potato Wedges

   ONLY

$1699

SATURDAY 
& SUNDAY

8 piece
Broasted Chicken &

Any Large Pizza

   ONLY

$2299

MONDAY
12 pc

Broasted Chicken

   ONLY

$1699

507-446-9990CARRY-OUT 
& DELIVERY 

ONLY

CARRY-OUT 
& DELIVERY 

ONLY

CARRY-OUT 
& DELIVERY 

ONLY

CARRY-OUT 
& DELIVERY 

ONLY

D
A
I
L
Y

S
P
E
C
I
A
L
S

THURSDAY
Any Large Pizza &

Small Cheesy Ranch Stix

   ONLY

$1899 CARRY-OUT 
& DELIVERY 

ONLY

FRIDAY
Any

2 Large Pizzas

   ONLY

$1999 CARRY-OUT 
& DELIVERY 

ONLY

No Coupon Required
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Living

      the 2016 blooming prairie 
 Education Foundation Banquet 
Saturday, October 8th  

at the Blooming   Prairie Servicemen’s Club. 

will be held on
Linda Christianson - Distinguished Service 
Dr. Les Hansen - Distinguished Service Lisa 

Missy (Avery) Ahrens - female athlete

1966 Boys Basketball Team, 
Coaches, Manager  - male athletes 

and Charlie Elinger - staff member.

Tickets will be available at the New York Life office,  
Julie Noble, or a BPEF board member.

The Honorees:  

Save The 

Date

The American Association 
of University Women 
(AAUW) hosted their seventh 
annual Taste of Steele County 
on Sept. 15 at the Eagles Club.

The event brings together 
12 different food vendors 
from around Steele County to 
form a buffet of local foods 

for attendees. This year’s 
vendors were The Eagles 
Club, Costas, The Bakery in 
Blooming Prairie, Central 
Park Coffee, Elks, El Tequila, 
Faraway Foods, HyVee Deli, 
Mizuki Fusion, Sparetime 
Entertainment, Steve’s 
Meat Market, and Torey’s. 
Their offerings ranged from 
chocolate covered caramels to 
raw sushi. All of the vendors 

donated their time and food 
for the event.

Beyond the food, there was 
also a silent auction of items 
donated by AAUW members. 
Roughly 300 people were in 
attendance. The organization 
caps the number of possible 
guests at 300, so the food 
vendors are able to plan the 
amount of food they need to 
prepare. Barb Novak, one of 

the co-chairs of the event, 
said that while the number of 
vendors has remained constant 
over the years the amount of 
food they’ve needed to bring 
has grown with attendance.

AAUW hosts the event as a 
fundraiser for their scholarship 
program. Their organization 
funds seven different 
scholarships for women, 
ranging from middle school 

age to adult. Talking about the 
organization, Marla Holt, the 
other co-chair for the event, 
said, “It supports educational 
equity for women and girls.” 
Holt, who has been a member 
since 1993, says they focus 
their efforts particularly on 
women entering STEM fields.

The Owatonna chapter 
of AAUW has roughly 60 
members. Membership rules 

require that every member 
has attended at least two 
years of college, though the 
rule requiring members to be 
female was removed several 
years ago.

When asked if she had 
anything to say to people 
considering attending in the 
future, Novak surveyed the 
room and responded, “Come 
hungry.”

By EMILY SCHOENBECK
County Staff Writer

Residents taste Steele County

Staff photo by Emily Schoenbeck

Attendees try a vairty of sausgaes from Steve’s Meet Market out of Ellendale. The event offers a
chance for vocal vendors to show off their talents

Staff photo by Emily Schoenbeck

Greg Friestedt, the owner of The Bakery in Blooming Prairie, serves a pastry to one of the event 
patrons. He was one of several tables offering a sweeter option

The 4th annual Blooming 
Prairie Classics and Customs 
car show took place on 
Saturday, September 17, 2016. 
Many different types of cars, 
motorcycles, and tractors 
entered, competing for the Best 
in Show award. 

The cool weather of the day 
may have inhibited some fans 
and participants from coming, 
but for those who did, the event 
was great fun! A live DJ and 
raffle prizes helped to draw 
crowds in. There was a great 
array of colors, makes and 
models of cars, making it a fun 
and interactive experience for 
viewers. Many of the exhibits in 
this show are local vehicles, and 
by far the most popular kind of 
car seemed to be the Chevrolet 
Camaro. 

“We have on average 50-
60 cars on exhibit,” Tammy 
Johnson, staff member, stated. 
“Some of the people that are 
here, who are very into this, say 
that there are some cars here 
that they have not seen at shows 
before!” 

The vehicles that are in the 
competition all have to register, 

in order to win any of the prizes. 
“There is categories for Top 10 
Autos, Top Tractor, and Top 
Motorcycle.” Johnson said. 
“There’s also the Best in Show 
award.”

In order to place in any of 
these classes, they had to be 
nominated by judges. “Well, 
basically what they’ve set as 
criteria here is we’re looking 
at different categories. Body 
condition is one, such as 
if the car has rust, dents or 
scratches. Obviously those are 
all marks against the car, as 
we’re looking for a great body 
condition. Interior, such as type 
of fabrication and the quality 
of what has been done inside, 
matters too.” Competition judge 
Daryl Prihoda told me when I 
asked him.

What’s under the hood of 
the car matters almost as much 
as how the car looks on the 
outside. “Engine compartments 
and how everything has been put 
together in there is important. 
The brackets, the painting, and 
the detailing of the engine itself 
matters. How tires and wheels 
fit with the car counts as well. 
Do they look right? Do they 
fit right? All of this comes into 
consideration when judging the 

cars.” Prihoda said. 
Prihoda has been into cars for 

around 40 years, and this show 
is different from the rest. “This 
show is really unique in the fact 
that most shows have classes, 
and in this show everyone is all 
together.” He said with a smile. 
“It’s also fun too, because there 
are several people judging all of 
the vehicles.”   

The show began four years 
ago when Greg Peterson, the 
late owner of Extreme Powder 
Coating here in Blooming 
Prairie, would attend these type 
of events all over Minnesota. 
“He kept saying to me ‘Tammy, 
we need to have one of these in 
Blooming, it’ll draw people in; 
it will be a lot of fun.” Johnson 
remembered. 

Johnson and Peterson 
launched the first Classics and 
Customs show back in 2012. 
Peterson since passed away in 
2013, but his family continues to 
support the show by sponsoring 
the Best in Show award. They 
do this in memory of Greg, 
and also of his father, who also 
enjoyed cars. 

“What we really hope to see is 
the people of Blooming Prairie 
come and enjoy themselves. 
A lot of the times, you’ll see 

By KYLIE RICE 
Staff intern

families come down and have 
lunch and share each other’s 
company.” Johnson said. “It’s a 
family event, for sure.”

Best in Show honors went to 
Julie Boyum. Pete Mittlestad 
won the Peoples Choice 

award with his 2014 Indian 
motorcycle. Mayor’s Choice 
honors were given to Steve 
Jensen. Harm Kuyper had the 
best bike and John Kraling 
showed the best tractor.

The Top 10 (in no specific 

order) were: Kendal Boyen, 
John Erickson, Harry and 
Sharon Willis, Dave Dunnette, 
Linda Peterson, Bruce 
Felberg, Steve Stadheim, 
Terry Prokopec, Roger Trom 
and Larry Schmeling.

Classics cruise Blooming Prairie

Staff photo by Kylie Rice

Cars lined the Main Street of Blooming Prairie Saturday for the 4th annual Classics and Customs 
Car Show.

‘And, oh, by the way… you’ve only got one kidney’
By the time you reach the 

century mark in your life, you 
pretty much have learned all 
you have to learn about your 
own body. In fact, it’s insulting 
when a young intern stands in 
front of you telling you about 
what your “illness” could be 
when you not only know what 
it is, but have been to that 
rodeo several times. Most of 
them before this kid was in 
diapers. 

The doctor who looks to be 
twelve years old, gives you his 

diagnosis, and you patronize 
him, to be polite. He patronizes 
you because he’s young and 
arrogant. The strained dance 
continues through the healing 
process.

When I moved back to 
Minnesota, I felt kindred 
with my ancestors who had 
settled here many years 
before. My great-grandparents 
came across the pond from 
Yugoslavia and Croatia to 
work in the mines. My mom 
was born on the Mesabi Range. 

There was an excitement about 
coming to a land that boasted 
10,000 lakes.

Most of them frozen, but 
that’s beside the point.

So, I anticipated coming to 
see such sights as the eagle 
sanctuary in Wabasha and 
perhaps taking my sons to 
the American Hockey Halls 
of Fame in both Eveleth and 
Warroad. And then of course, 
there was the famous Mall of 
America.

But in the past few weeks I 

have spent some quality time 
at another famous Minnesota 
landmark. A little Bed & 
Breakfast in Rochester they 
call The Mayo Clinic. Tony 
Bennett may have left his heart 
in San Francisco, but I left my 
gall bladder in southeastern 
Minnesota.

On a not-particularly 
eventful Wednesday, the week 
following surgery, I checked 
into a local “fast-food” Mayo 
of sorts in Ausin. I was feeling 
a bit of discomfort and found 

out that the hollow of where 
my gall bladder used to be had 
developed another Minnesota 
lake. 10,001.

It was, however, neither 
scenic, serene or healthy. I had 
developed an infectious cavity 
of water that was infected. My 
white blood cell count was 
elevated and let’s just say, I 
wasn’t feeling ready for any 
upcoming Oktoberfest’s.

Little Thoughts 
on the Prairie

mark
DeLap

KIDNEY
Continued on page 6C
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BP Cancer Group says THANK YOU!
CHERI KREJCI 

Treasurer - BP Cancer Group

There are not enough words to express 
the THANKS we feel to our community of 
Blooming Prairie and the surrounding com-
munities for their generous outpouring of 
support to our recent BP Cancer Auction and 
Paint BP Pink events.

We would be remiss to name names for 
fear of forgetting anyone.

There have been so many helpers; we had 
help from the football, volleyball and cross 
country teams. We had numerous helpers 
with events, games, special projects, the auc-
tion and more.

Then, there are the donors (who there are 
many), the tent sponsors, the bidders. To ev-
eryone who came to one of our events, we 
say THANK YOU.

A couple of random acts of kindness not 
many are aware of includes a couple/busi-
ness owners from Hayfield who came to our 
auction. They donated two very generous 
items, bought them back three times and do-

nated them back to the auction. So, these two 
items actually got paid for five times. What a 
wonderful couple!

Then, there is the local man, whose wife 
passed away from cancer. He stopped at the 
auction before it started and gave one of our 
members a check and said, “Buy something 
or do something good with it.”

Well, there now is a little boy (whose mom 
is battling cancer) who has the coolest tractor 
in the world, according to the little boy. He 
may not have gotten that very cool tractor if 
it hadn’t been for this very generous man.

So, you see, we live in an awesome com-
munity and are surrounded by awesome 
communities. Without all of you, we could 
not continue to help with cancer research and 
we could to continue to help people in our 
area who are dealing with cancer.

Thus, a GIANT THANK YOU to all. Re-
member, SUPPORT the fighters, ADMIRE 
the survivors, and HONOR the taken.

Next up for the BP Cancer Group is Tur-
key Bingo at 7 p.m. on Thursday, Nov 17 at 
the Pizza Cellar Party Room in Blooming 
Prairie.

Staff photo by Howa d Lestrud

Cale Braaten loves to play bingo and he was a winner at the Big Tent Bingo Party 
during Paint BP Pink Weekend on Sept. 10. He shows off a box of Reese s peanut 

Approximately 30 business 
people and local residents 
took the opportunity to attend 
“Business after hours”,  
hosted for the Chamber of 
Commerce by the BP Boys 
and Girls Club.  The event on 
Wedenesday, Sept. 14, gave 
attendees a chance to tour the 
premises for some continued 
improvements being made at 
the club.

 Visitors also had the 
opportunity to enjoy an 
assortment of snacks provided 
by the club’s Board of 
Directors.  Almost every board 
member attended the open 
house and all were pleased 
with the reception accorded 
by those who took time to 
witness the members in 
activities and also found a few 
minutes to observe the new 
paint on the various rooms 
at the club.  As one attendee 
remarked, “I had no idea how 
things have changed in the last 
months.  The painted rooms, 
the new carpeting and the 
rearrangement have certainly 

By LEMAR NELSON 
Staff Writer

Local family writes farm memoir

Club hosts “after hours”

When the three daughters 
of John and Dorothy Hondl 
were growing up on the 
family farm eight miles north 
of Blooming Prairie in the 
late 1940s-60s, they never 
dreamed of writing a book 
about those experiences. 
They were too busy “being 
the boys,” helping with 
fieldwork, driving tractors 
and horses, pulling weeds, 
feeding cattle, etc., since 
there were no brothers in the 
Hondl family.

Now decades later, the 
former Steele County sisters 
have published Under 
Minnesota Skies, which 
features stories of their 
grandparents and parents, as 
well as their own memories 
of the formative years on 
the farm. The sisters Nadine 
Hondl, Bernadette Hondl 
Thomasy and Colleen Hondl 
Gengler were in Blooming 
Prairie recently to meet with 
Leanne Hanson, owner of 
A Touch of Charm floral 
and gift shop, where Under 
Minnesota Skies is now 

available.
Blooming Prairie holds 

some special memories for 
the Hondl family. They often 
came to buy baler twine and 
machinery parts in Blooming 
Prairie in the 1950s-70s. 
Oldest daughter Nadine who 
became a hair stylist and 
worked for 16 years in Austin, 
Minnesota, passed through 
the city many times on her 
way to visit the family farm. 
In the 1980s, Bernadette, who 
was as a newspaper reporter 
and public relations writer 
in Toledo, Ohio, brought her 
husband Ken and their two 
daughters for summer visits 
to the farm. They recalled 
enjoying many meals at The 
Place Restaurant in Blooming 
Prairie and visits to the park 
afterwards. Also the annual 
July Fourth parade was a 
highlight for the Hondl and 
Thomasy families.

It was during these visits 
that Bernadette began writing 
down family stories told by 
her father. After John passed 
away in 2002, the family 

decided to preserve these 
memories in his honor and the 
idea for the book gradually 
emerged.  Bernadette, who 
now lives in Sacramento, 
CA, and Colleen, who lives 
on a farm near Iona, MN, 
worked long distance for 
several years to complete the 
book. Their mother Dorothy, 
who lives in Owatonna, and 
Nadine of Rogers, MN, read 
drafts and offered suggestions 
along the way to publishing 
in 2015.  

Writing the book turned out 
to be a journey of discovery. 
Colleen, a retired educator 
for University of Minnesota 
Extension, researched the 
family genealogy and found 
the family’s Czech roots 
and connections to the large 
Czech community that had 
settled in Litomysl, Saco and 
other part of Steele County. 
Blooming Prairie figures 
in that part of the story too. 
Some descendants of John 
Haubenschild, the Hondl 
girls’ great grandfather, still 
reside in Blooming Prairie, 

and have reconnected with 
the Hondl family as a result 
of the book.

If you are looking for a 

lively account of a local 
family farm -- from farming 
with horses to using modern 
farm machinery -- Under 

Minnesota Skies is sure to 
bring back some memories.  
A Touch of Charm is located 
at 330 East Main St.

Athletes inducted into hall of fame

Submitted photo by Bernadette Thomasy

Bernadette Thomasy, Leanne Hanson, Colleen Gengler, Nadine Hondl, from left, at A Touch of 
Charm.

Blossoms Forever, a branch 
of the Blooming Prairie 
Education Foundation, is 
adding one woman and an 
entire basketball team to the 
Blooming Prairie Athletic 
Hall of Fame.

Avery “Missy” Ahrens of 
the 2000 graduating class is 
being inducted into the hall 
of fame the first year she has 
become eligible. In a high 
school class that boasted many 
impressive athletes, especially 
among the women, Ahrens 
earned recognition by being 
the first person to be awarded 
MVP in three sports her senior 
year. She is the only person in 
the school’s history to have 
done so. She earned nine 
varsity letters in total by the 

time she graduated.
Ahrens played volleyball 

and broke the record for 
highest kill efficiency and 
helped her team achieve a 
21-4 record that remains the 
standing record for Blooming 
Prairie volleyball. She also 
played basketball and helped 
lead her team to their only 
state tournament appearance 
in Blooming Prairie Girls 
Basketball history. For 
four years, she served as 
the school’s softball team’s 
shortstop, where she was 
a two-time all-conference 
selection and helped her team 
to a sub-section championship.

Ahrens would continue to 
play all three sports in college 
and receive further honors for 
her efforts. While she has been 
recognized for her athletic 
success, her coaches and 

teammates fondly remember 
her unrelenting work ethic 
and unfailing support for 
those with whom she played. 
These days, she lives with her 
family in Owatonna, where 
she volunteers coaching 
and works to make athletic 
facilities open to people of all 
physical abilities.

The second inductee for the 
hall of fame is the entirety of 
the 1966 boys basketball team 
along with their coaching 
staff and managers. The team 
made Blooming Prairie boys 
basketball history when they 
won the school, not only its 
first district championship, 
but regional championship as 
well, and went on to play in 
the state tournament. A feat 
no team has repeated in the 50 
years since. For their combined 
excellence and teamwork, all 

given the club a new and 
pleasant look.”

A few visitors hadn’t even 
seen the new kitchen yet, 
and they were surprised at 
the addition.  Breakfasts 
and lunches were served all 
summer long and snacks are 
provided now that school is 
again in session.  Hours at the 
club while school is in session 
range from 3 to 6 p.m. and 
many classes and activities 
take place during that time.  

Daily attendance has 

fluctuated between 30 and 40 
members, according to Marcy 
Sundine, the BP Unit Director, 
and memberships continue 
to rise gradually.  The club 
has over 100 members, and 
daily attendance is also on the 
rise.  Director Sundine assures 
everyone that new members 
are always welcome, and the 
many activities, plus the hour 
set aside for schoolwork each 
day make the club an inviting 
and safe place for kids at all 
times.

18 men are being honored. 
The state tournament is fondly 
remembered by many of them 
as the highlight of their high 
school careers. Coach Jim 
Poole and teammates Keith 
Ingvalson, David Brandt, and 
Dean Wood are sadly being 
inducted posthumously.

They’ll be honored at the 
foundation banquet on Oct. 8 
with along the distinguished 
service recipients.

By EMILY SCHOENBECK
County Staff Writer
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A Life-Changing Career

Mayo Clinic has openings for Food Service professionals 
to join the team. 

Working at Mayo Clinic is making a difference. It’s
providing the highest quality patient care by placing
the needs of patients first. You’ll discover a culture of
teamwork, professionalism and mutual respect — and
most importantly, a life-changing career.

Mayo Clinic has been recognized as the best hospital
in the nation for 2016-2017 by U.S. News and World

Report. In addition, Mayo Clinic is ranked No. 1 in more
specialties than any other hospital in the country. Our
multi-disciplinary group practice focuses on providing
high quality, compassionate medical care. We are the
largest integrated, not-for-profit medical group practice
in the world with over 60,000 employees working in
a unique environment that brings together the best in
patient care, groundbreaking research and innovative
medical education.

In 2017, Mayo Food Service in Rochester will transition
to Morrison Healthcare. Details of that transition will be
shared with you throughout this hiring process.

To apply online and learn more, please visit:  
mayocareers.com/MNNewspaper

Food Service 
Professionals

©2016 Mayo Foundation for Medical Education and Research. Post offer/pre-employment  
drug screening is required. Mayo Clinic is an equal opportunity educator and employer  

(including veterans and persons with disabilities).

Be the first to hear about new jobs 
and career-related news from  
Mayo Clinic.

Connect with us!

Rummage 
& Bake Sale

ST. MICHAEL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
30450  570th  Ave  Waltham, MN

September 24th  •  9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

VENDORS: Silver Smith, 
Birdhouses, Doll Clothes, Fuller 

& Stanley products
Many treasures too numerous to mention!

LUNCH: Sloppy Joes, Bars, 
Chips, Beverages

Live Music by Tammy from 11-1

*Handicapped accessible  *Sponsored by Thrivent
Contact number - Burton Ruhter 438-3641
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This Sept. 11, the Owatonna 
Art Center welcomed the public 
to the gallery and celebrated the 
completion of the construction 
of their new entrance.

The open house was attended 
by over a 150 people. Silvan 
Durben, the artistic director of 
the art center, said the event was 
“a great way to introduce the 
new entrance.”

The open house overlapped 

nicely with the opening of two 
new exhibits the weekend prior. 
The new entrance hall displayed 
quilts by Pat Cox and led the 
public into the gallery newly 
displaying the paintings of 
Holly DeGrote Thiner and the 
drawings of Ernest Gillman.

 In addition to the artwork, 
the public could enjoy several 
art activities. There was an 
artist explaining printmaking, 
a demonstration on the studio 
pottery wheels, and a chance 
for people to make their own 

watercolors of maple leaf and 
spider web designs.

The public opening Sunday 
was preceded on Saturday by 
smaller reception for donors who 
had given money for the project. 
The Art Center Board president 
Arlan Burmeister made a brief 
statement, as did Durben. 
Mayor Kuntz also briefly spoke 
about the importance of the arts 
in the community. The private 
reception included a brunch 
attended by approximately 75 
patrons, and later, there was 

performance by local singing 
group, The Bad Tangerines.

These events mark the 
ending of a project over a year 
in the making. The art center 
has raised 1.5 million in funds 
in its campaign, and they are 
hoping to finish off with about 
$50,000 more to pay back some 
final loans. The staff and board 
are excited and grateful for the 
support the community has 
shown.

By EMILY SCHOENBECK
County Staff Writer

Submitted photo by Jean Zamboni

Patrons were welcomed to opening of the new art center 
entrance. They were treated to a viewing of the new exhibits.

Art center opens to crowd

In the light of a beautiful 
morning, local bikers gathered 
in the parking lot of Spare Time 
Entertainment on September 
10th for the 5th Annual Jacob’s 
Run, a suicide prevention 
motorcycle ride and fundraiser.

The ride kicked off at 10:30 
a.m. and went for five hours till 
the rides circled back to Spare 
Time, Owatonna’s local blowing 
Alley. Roughly 100 riders and 
several cars gathered for the run. 
Their route would take them 
through Owatonna, Elysian, 
Hartland, Myrtle, and Blooming 
Prairie.

Angie Howe and Robert 
Sikel, who lost their son Jacob 
to suicide four years ago, put 

the event together. Jacob died in 
July of 2012 at the age of 15.

“We don’t want another 
family to go through what we’re 
going through.” Howe said. She 
remembers her son as an over-
achiever and eager to please 
others. His death came as a 
shock to her and Jacob’s father, 
who didn’t see any signs of what 
was coming.

She’s glad to host an event 
that allows other people to step 
forward who have been affected 
by suicide. She says suicide 
used to be so “hush-hush”, and 
that can make grieving hard. The 
run has become an annual event, 
where the community can come 
together to reduce the number 
of suicides, especially amongst 
teenagers.

Robert Sikel, Jacob’s dad, said 

the ride is particularly inspired 
by events in the wake of Jacob’s 
death. Sikel had been driving his 
motorcycle when he heard about 
Jacob’s death. The news caused 
him to crash his bike and total 
it. His Friends raised money 
to buy him a new bike, in case 
his insurance wouldn’t cover it. 
Sikel opted to use the money for 
him, Howe, his sister, and two 
friends to get suicide prevention 
training. They now speak at 
schools and community groups 
about the effects of suicide and 
how to spot warning signs in 
friends and loved ones.

The ride is a fundraiser for 
different youth oriented projects. 
Howe says it helps fund free 
youth nights at the bowling alley, 
and most importantly, the goal 
this year was to fund 10 $500 

scholarships. The scholarships 
are available to any graduating 
students who attend schools that 
invite The Open Arms Yellow 
Ribbon Suicide Prevention 
Program to speak at their school. 
Students can apply for the 
scholarship by writing an essay 
about how suicide has touched 
their lives and community.

As the sun shone out over 
the start of their ride, Howe 
remarked, “Jacob gave us good 
weather again.” The young man 
whose death prompted the event 
is still dearly missed, but the 
feeling that morning was one 
love for those that have been lost 
to suicide and hope of making 
sure no more families suffer 
what they have.

By EMILY SCHOENBECK
County Staff Writer

Riders gather for Jacob’s Run

Staff photo by Emily Schoenbeck

Riders line up in Spare Time Entertainment’s parking lot to begin the route. There were over a 100 bikes and cars in attendance to 
raise awareness for suidcide prevention.
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FARM
LIVINGPLUS

YOUR AGRI
CONNECTION

www.steeledodgenews.com

Call Dallas for all your Drainage Needs!
507-451-2873
Toll-Free 1-855-298-2568

We can also help you with:
• Aggregate Products • Hauling
• Waterway Cleaning • Septic
• All Excavation Projects

Let Us Put A Drainage Project Like This 
On Your Farm

41 Years
in Business!

Excavation & Drainage, Inc.

LOKEN

3695 Hoffman Drive NW • Owatonna • loken@qwestoffice.net

Everyone is invited to come 
together and start planning to 
make sure their values and pri-
orities are included in the 2018 
Farm Bill: 

•Support family farmers and 
stewardship of the land

•Promote the next generation 
of family farmers on the land

•Envision a food system that 
does not subsidize agribusiness 

and corporate control of the land
The meeting is scheduled for 

7:30-8:45 p.m., Tuesday, Sept. 
20 at the Blooming Prairie Pub-
lic Library, 138 Highway Ave-
nue South.

Anyone with questions may 
call LSP Staff Ben Anderson at 
612-722-6377 banderson@land-
stewardshipproject.org

Land Stewardship Project 
organizational meeting 
Tuesday, Sept. 20

Building a
CooperativeTOGETHER

STRONGER

Minnesota Crop Report:

Minnesota Crop Report is sponsored by:

Wet field conditions continued to limit fieldwork and harvest operations across Minnesota during 
the week ending September 18, according to USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service. There 
were 3.7 days suitable for fieldwork. In addition to limiting harvest opportunities, the consistently 
wet conditions have raised concerns about mold in corn and soybeans, stalk problems in corn, and 
rot related to wet soil. While the damp conditions have proved challenging, harvest continues for 
corn silage, sugarbeets, potatoes, alfalfa hay, and dry edible beans.

Topsoil moisture supplies were rated 0 percent very short, 2 percent short, 62 percent adequate, 
and 36 percent surplus. Subsoil moisture supplies were rated 0 percent very short, 2 percent short, 
70 percent adequate, and 28 percent surplus.

Forty-five percent of Minnesota’s corn acreage was mature, 5 days ahead of the five-year average 
and 3 days ahead of last year. Corn condition rated 84 percent good to excellent. Nearly one-third 
of the corn for silage acreage was harvested during the week, bringing the total harvested to 67 per-
cent. Ninety-one percent of the soybean crop was turning color, 6 days ahead of average, but 2 days 
behind last year. Fifty-six percent of the soybean crop was dropping leaves or beyond, 2 days ahead 
of average. There were scattered reports of soybeans being harvested. Soybean condition rated 79 
percent good to excellent. Ninety-four percent of the dry edible bean crop was dropping leaves or 
beyond. Sixty-one percent of the dry edible bean crop had been harvested, a week ahead of average, 
but 2 days behind last year. Dry edible bean condition rated 65 percent good to excellent. Sunflower
condition rated 58 percent good to excellent. Forty-six percent of the potato acreage had been har-
vested. Potato condition rated 89 percent good to excellent. Twelve percent of the sugarbeet crop 
was harvested. Sugarbeet condition rated 84 percent good to excellent, down 3 percentage points 
from the previous week.

JENSEN AUCTIONS        507-456-1210

JENSEN AUCTIONS

Sat., September 24, 2016
TIME: 9:30 a.m.

LOCATION: Kasson Fairgrounds, 62922 MN-57
Kasson, MN 55944.

129 LONG GUNS, including Wincheester Model 1890, 
22 short, only rifle slide action 
(take down), serial # 386903, 
condition: fair – Winchester 
Model -53, .25-20 cal. lever 
action, serial #3036, condition: 
fair – Winchester Model 1873, 
.32 cal. octagon barrel, serial 
#351364B, condition: good – US 
Model 1884 trap door, .45/70, 
serial #521644, condition: good.

MISC. GUN ITEMS, such as 
Du_point blasting machine #2 – Parts 
guns – Ammunition – Reloading supplies 
– Hunting literature, etc. AUCTIONEERS:

Dennis Jensen, Lic. 74-15-005
jensenauctions@gmail.com

507-456-1210

Larry Lee, Lic. 19-65

55 HAND GUNS, including: 
Colt US Army Model 1917 
(DA) .45 revolver (w/holster), 
serial #27421, condition: fair – 
Mauser P38, 9mm, semi-auto, 
serial #1308K, condition: good – 

Broomhandle Mauser 9mm semi-
auto, serial #104382, condition: 
good. 

AUCTIONEER'S COMMENT: 
Folks, if you're looking for some 
outstanding firearms, ammo, 
gun parts, and literature - this is 
the auction for you. Lunch and 
restrooms available. See you there. Thanks, Dennis.

TERMS: Cash or good checks with proper ID (local checks 
only), credit cards with 4% convenience fee. 10% buyer's 
premium. Nothing removed from premises until settlement is 
made. Everything must be paid for on auction day. "Everything 
sold as-is." Not responsible for accidents. Verbal announcements 
take precedence over all printed material.

PREVIEW BEGINNING 
AT 7:30 A.M.

ON SITE: Federal Firearms Dealer (NICS background checks 
required for gun purchases). Purchase or carry permit required 
for hand gun buyers.

Large Estate Firearms 
Auction

Bid Live or Online at 
www.proxibid.com/

jensenauctions proxibid®

Four Mower County 
farm families ensure clean 
water is part of their legacy

The Minnesota Department of 
Agriculture (MDA) today recog-
nized four Mower County farm 
families for becoming the first in 
the county to be certified under 
the Minnesota Agricultural Wa-
ter Quality Certification Program 
(MAWQCP). Together these 
families are enrolling more than 
2,200 acres into the certificatio  
program.

The event, held at the Freeborn 
Area Soil Health Team’s Fall 
2016 Field Day, recognized the 
following Mower County fami-
lies for their water conservation 
efforts:  

•James Anderson 
•Michael and Tom Cotter 
•Bruce and Jackie Barnum 
•Arvid and Jon Jovaag 
The program, created by Gov-

ernor Mark Dayton as a partner-
ship between federal and state 
governments and private industry, 
has certified over 240 farmers in 
55 counties, totaling over 140,000 
acres in just over one year of state-

wide operation. The MAWQCP is 
a voluntary program that works 
with famers and local soil and 
water conservation districts 
(SWCDs) to identify and fix risks 
to water quality on a field-by
field, whole farm basis. Producers 
who treat all risks to water quality 
on their operation are certified and 
deemed to be in compliance with 
new water quality rules and laws 
for 10 years. 

“Producers from every cor-
ner of the state are applying be-
cause this program isn’t one size 
fits all, it works with producers 
to mitigate site-specific risks 
to water quality in a way that 
works for them, their farm, and 
our state’s water resources.” said 
Brad Redlin, MAWQCP Program 
Manager. “We’re honored to part-
ner with these farmers in Mower 
County, and farmers across the 
state, to promote an agricultural 
water ethic.” 

Tom Cotter and his father, Mi-
chael, farm corn, soybeans, and 

canning vegetables and raise cat-
tle. “The Mower SWCD got me 
interested in the program and I 
like the fact that by becoming 
certified I know I am on the right 
path,” said Tom Cotter. “Farmers 
do care about the land and becom-
ing certified is one way I can show 
the public how I specifically am 
caring for our land and water.”

In August 2016 Governor Day-
ton declared a Year of Water Ac-
tion in Minnesota and is asking 
all Minnesotans to do their part 
to protect and preserve our most 
important natural resource. Farm-
ers are the original stewards of 
the land and water and becoming 
certified is one of five actions the 
Governor is asking farmers to 
consider taking to continue pro-
tecting our lakes, rivers, streams 
and groundwater. A complete list 
of water-friendly actions for farm-
ers and landowners can be found 
at http://mn.gov/governor/issues/
wateraction/. 

Farmers and landowners can 

get started in the MAWQCP con-
tacting their local soil and water 
conservation district office. More 
information is also available at 
www.mylandmylegacy.com.

The MAWQCP is a state-fed-
eral partnership that includes the 
Minnesota Department of Agri-
culture, Minnesota Pollution Con-
trol Agency, Minnesota Board of 
Water and Soil Resources, Min-
nesota Department of Natural Re-
sources and the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture Natural Resources 
Conservation Service. 

2017 Midwest Soil Health 
Summit registration now open
Scholarships available for ag professionals

Featuring an array of nation-
ally renowed soil health experts 
and farmers, SFA’s two-day 
Midwest Soil Health Summit 
is THE place for advanced soil 
health training.

Registration is now open for 
the 2017 conference, set for Feb. 
15-16 at Bigwood Event Center 
in Fergus Falls. The 2017 speak-
er slate is still in progress, but 
past conferences have included 
Dr. Allen Williams, Jerry Doan, 
Gabe Brown, Rick Bieber, Grant 
Breitkreutz, Kent Solberg, and 
Dr. Scott Wells, among many 
others.

Also, scholarships are avail-
able for ag professionals, agen-
cy employees, and crop consul-
tants to attend the 2017 MSHS. 
Scholarship recipients will re-
ceive admission to the two-day 
event, one night’s hotel, and all 

meals during the event (approx. 
$400 value). Mileage will not be 
reimbursed. Preference will be 
given to applicants who have not 
previously received an SFA Soil 
Health scholarship. 

Get the 2017 MSHS on your 
calendar and don’t miss this 
chance for advanced soil health 

training. To register or apply 
for a scholarship, visit our Soil 
Health Portal.

For more information about 
SFA or the Midwest Soil Health 
Summit, contact Communi-
cations Director Jason Walk-
er at jason@sfa-mn.org or 
1.844.922.5573 Ext. 702.
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Public Safety Blotter spotlight:   Domestic. On Sept. 8, deputies responded to 
a domestic disturbance in the 400 block of 4th St. NE in Hayfield at 
10:40 p.m. 

• Omar Cordova Jr. – stalking and revoked license – no bail
• Robles-Cordova – license violation - $500 bail
• Alberto Corona – DUI – no bail
• Harold Crafton – give false name - $500 bail
• Isaac Cronin – drugs - $40,000 bail
• Elias Cruz – DWI - $12,000 bail
• Jose Cruz – DWI - $1,400 bail
• Stuart Culpepper – DWI - $700 bail
• Joel Dahl – DWI - $3,000 bail
• James Davis – domestic assault – no bail

• Lonell Davis – cancelled license – no bail
• Roderick Davis – vehicle registration violation - $1,000 bail
• Jeanne Day – worthless check - $10,000 bail
• Maurice Daye – burglary – no bail
• Federico de la Cerda – controlled substance - $75,000 bail
• Arturo Dector – DWI – no bail
• Felipe Delacerda – DWI - $750 bail
• Jose Delbosque – dishonored checks - $10,000 bail
• Jose Delrio – criminal damage to property - $3,000 bail
• Rachell Dentz – obstructing legal process - $3,000 bail 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • GET OUT! • CALL OPU • 24 HRS • 507.452.1616 www.OwatonnaUtilities.com

CARBON 
MONOXIDE = GET OUT! • CALL OPU • 24 HRS • 507.451.1616

•  HEADACHE • DIZZY • DROWSY • WEAK • NAUSEA • VOMITING • CONVULSIONS 

•  Poisonous, potentially deadly gas•  Dangerous because it is colorless, tasteless, and odorless•  Learn the symptoms of exposure listed below:
WHAT IS IT?

HOW DOES IT 
MAKE YOU FEEL?

Crime briefs

Police arrest man 
with counterfeit bill

A case of the munchies 
turned up some big trouble 
for an Owatonna man.

Joaquin Benitez, Jr., 23, 
has been charged with coun-
terfeiting of currency for al-
legedly passing a counterfeit 
$50 bill at a local business 
last week.

Benitez went to the Dairy 
Queen in Owatonna to order 
some food when an obser-
vant employee determined 

he was attempting to pay 
with a counterfeit $50 bill, 
police said. 

After being turned away at 
DQ, he went to the Holiday 
Station where he filled up 
with $20 of gas. The coun-
terfeit bill, police said, was 
initially accepted for gas and 
before the employee could 
get his attention, he headed 
back to the DQ with the 
change to pay for his food.

The Holiday employee 
quickly contacted DQ to let 
them know about the cus-
tomer coming back. While 
Benitez pulled forward to 
wait for his food, it provided 
just enough time for police to 
arrive.

Police promptly arrested 
Benitez. And, no he did not 
get his food and remained 
hungry. In addition, his ve-
hicle was towed and may be 
forfeited, according to po-
lice.

Joaquin Benitez, Jr.

Last teen stabbing 
suspect reaches plea deal

The last of four teenagers 
charged in a brutal attack in 
a Steele County cornfield 
last year has reached a plea 
agreement.

Jameson Smith, 18, of 
Owatonna, pleaded guilty 
last week to aiding and abet-
ting first-degree assault. 
In exchange, prosecutors 
dropped the more serious 
charge of attempted first-
degree murder charge.

Smith was involved in the 
violent stabbing in July 2015 
in which a man was stabbed 

more than 100 times in a 
cornfield located northwest 
of Owatonna. Others charged 
in the case were Carlos Sosa-
Venegas, Jose Sosa-Vene-
gas and Seth Brandenburg. 
All had previously pleaded 
guilty to reduced charges. 
Brandenburg and Carlos 
Sosa-Venegas are currently 
serving prison terms while 
Jose Sosa-Venegas’ case was 
left in the juvenile system.

Smith will appear in court 
for sentencing on Nov. 28.

Police investigate 
shooting in Owatonna

Owatonna Police continue 
an investigation into a shoot-
ing that occurred in the Mills 
Fleet Farm parking lot Sept. 
10.

Police responded to a theft 
complaint in the 100 block of 
St. John Drive at about 11:36 
p.m. A few minutes later of-
ficers received additional in-
formation about an alleged 
shooting.

The investigation found 
that a confrontation between 
the occupants of an Oldsmo-
bile mini-van and a GMC 

Suburban took place in the 
Mills lot. Both vehicles re-
ceived damage. At least 
one of the vehicles had bul-
let holes in the driver’s side 
door. No one was seriously 
injured.

Capt. Jeff Mundale said 
the investigation is an active 
and ongoing criminal case. 
No arrests have been made. 

Owatonna received initial 
help with the case from the 
State Patrol, Gold Cross Am-
bulance and sheriff’s offices 
from Steele and Rice.

Steele County officers arrest 1  
drunk drivers during extra patrols

Officers in Steele County ar-
rested 12 drunk drivers over the 
recent Labor Day DWI enforce-
ment campaign. 

The Steele County Sheriff’s 
Office and Owatonna Police had 
five arrests each during the end-
of-summer extra enforcement, 
which ran from Aug. 19 to Sept. 
5. Blooming Prairie Police made 
two DWI arrests. Statewide offi-
cers arrested 1,351 drunk drivers 
over the two-week period.

Troopers with the Rochester 
district of the Minnesota State 
Patrol, which covers Steele 

County, arrested 40 impaired 
drivers throughout southeastern 
Minnesota.  

Owatonna had one of the 
highest alcohol content read-
ings recorded in the state. One 
of the drivers took a breath test 
and finished with results of .31, 
which is nearly four times the le-
gal limit. In Minnesota, the legal 
limit to operate a motor vehicle 
is .08. 

The consequences for DWI 
include loss of license for up to 
one year, thousands of dollars 
in costs and possible jail time. 

Repeat offenders as well as first-
time offenders with an alcohol 
reading of .16 or more must use 
ignition interlock in order to re-
gain legal driving privileges or 
face at least one year without a 
license. 

“Most drunk drivers arrested 
are first-time offenders who 
won’t get arrested again, but 
even the first DWI can be costly 
and deadly,” said Donna Berger, 
director for the Minnesota Of-
fice of Traffic Safety. “People 
can overestimate their driving 
skills and think they’re okay to 

drive after drinking. They’re 
not, and we need the awareness 
and enforcement to influence 
Minnesotans for the safety of all 
on the road.”

Steele County agencies were 
among more than 300 across 
the state that participated in the 
DWI campaign. 

Safety experts encourage 
friends to not let other friends 
drink and drive. Some sugges-
tions include: plan for a safe 
ride, speak up, buckle up and 
report drunk driving by calling 
911. 

Police blotter
Steele County

Blooming Prairie Police

Sept. 10
Theft. Officer took a theft re-

port in the city at 12:09 p.m. 
Sept. 15
Missing Person. Police re-

ceived a missing person report at 
8:54 a.m. 

Owatonna Police
Sept. 9
Theft. Officer took a theft re-

port in the 1100 block of Frontage 
Rd. W. at 11:02 a.m. 

Criminal Sex. Police began an 
investigation of criminal sexual 
conduct in the 200 block of Wood-
land Dr. SE at 2:40 p.m. 

Shoplifting. At 3:17 p.m., offi-
cer issued a shoplifting citation in 
the 1100 block of Frontage Rd. W. 

Assault. Police responded to an 
assault in the 1000 block of Cedar 
Ave. S. at 5:23 p.m. 

Hit and Run. A hit and run crash 
resulting in property damage oc-
curred in the 300 block of School 
St. E. at 6:45 p.m. 

Warrant. Officer arrested a sub-
ject for an outstanding warrant in 
the 200 block of Cedar Ave. N. at 
2:30 p.m. 

Sept. 10
Theft. A theft occurred in the 

400 block of 16th St. NE at 12:41 
p.m. 

Crash. Paramedics and officers 
responded to a personal injury 
crash at Lincoln Ave. S. and Main 
St. E. at 4:40 p.m. 

Trespassing. At 6:53 p.m., po-
lice responded to a trespassing in-
cident in the 400 block of Mound 
St. SW. They made an arrest at the 
scene. 

Sept. 11
Shoplifting. Shoplifting inci-

dents occurred in the 1100 block 
of Frontage Rd. W. at 7:11 a.m. 
and in the 2100 block of Bridge 
St. W. at 12:15 p.m. 

Theft. Officer took a theft re-
port in the 600 block of Vine St. 
E. at 10:36 a.m. 

Fraud. Police responded to a 
fraud incident in the 600 block of 
Bridge St. W. at 1:41 p.m. They 
arrested a subject. 

Vandalism. Property damage 
was reported in the 400 block of 
Mineral Springs Rd. NE at 11:54 
p.m. 

Sept. 12
Vandalism. Property damage 

was reported in the 100 block 
of Bridge St. W. at 7:54 a.m., in 
the 300 block of School St. E. at 
12:42 p.m. and in the 1900 block 
of Greenwood Dr. NE at 5:24 p.m. 

Theft. A vehicle was reported 
stolen from the 100 block of Oak-
dale St. SW at 10:08 a.m. 

Hit and Run. At 11:03 a.m., a 
hit and run crash resulting in prop-
erty damage occurred in the 200 
block of Vine St. E. 

Mental Health. Police respond-
ed to a mental health incident in 
the 900 block of Brae Burn Place 
NE at 6:43 p.m. 

Fight. Officers responded to a 
fight in the 1100 block of Frontage 
Rd. W. at 10:39 p.m. They issued 
a citation. 

Threats. Police responded to 
a subject making a threat in the 
2100 block of 3rd Ave. NW at 
9:30 p.m. 

Sept. 13
Death. Police began a death 

investigation in the 700 block of 
12th St. NE at 6:02 a.m. 

Theft. Officer took a theft re-
port in the 100 block of Wilson 
Dr. NW at 8:32 a.m. 

Warrant. At 11:26 p.m., police 
arrested a subject at the detention 
center for an outstanding warrant. 

Sept. 14
Warrant. Officer made a war-

rant arrest at Hoffman Dr. NW 
and State Ave. NW at 5:18 a.m. 

Driving Complaint. Police re-
sponded to a driving complaint 
in the 100 block of Main St. W. at 
2:47 p.m. They arrested the sub-
ject. 

Suspicion. Officers responded 
to a suspicious activity report in 
the 1000 blokc of State Ave. NW 
at 5:10 p.m. 

Shoplifting. At 6:01 p.m., of-
ficer issued a shoplifting incident 
in the 2100 block of Bridge St. W. 

Steele County Sheriff
Sept. 9
Theft. Deputy took a theft re-

port in the 3500 block of Hwy. 30 
W. at 10:37 a.m. 

Drugs. Deputies responded to a 
report of drug activity in the 100 
block of Main St. E. at 3:11 p.m. 

Sept. 10
Warrant. Deputy made a war-

rant arrest in the 2200 block of 
46th St. NW at 12:09 a.m. 

Sept. 11
Domestic. At 10:17 a.m., depu-

ties responded to a domestic dis-
turbance in the 700 block of 2nd 

St. 
Warrant. A subject came to the 

detention center to turn himself in 
for an outstanding warrant at 6:27 
p.m. 

Sept. 13
Vandalism. Property damage 

was reported in the 4100 block of 
66th St. NW at 9:38 a.m. 

Restraining Order. At 2:56 
p.m., deputies responded to a re-
straining order violation in the 
700 block of 2nd Ave. NE. 

Arrest. Deputy arrested a mo-
torist following a traffic stop in 
the 100 block of Main St. N. at 10 
p.m. 

Sept. 15
Stop Arm. Deputies issued a ci-

tation for a stop arm violation at 
Bixby Lane and Hwy. 218 at 8:11 
a.m. 

Domestic. Deputies responded 
to a domestic disturbance in the 
4100 block of 66th St. NW at 7:09 
p.m. 

Disturbance. At 11:14 p.m., 
deputy took a subject into custody 
following a domestic disturbance 
in the 6800 block of Dane Rd. 

Steele County
Court news

The following misdemeanors 
and petty misdemeanors were 
heard in Steele County District 
Court the week of Aug. 5 – 9: 

Blooming Prairie
Police Department
Collin J. Wobschall, 20, St. 

Cloud, minor consumption, $181. 

MN Dept. of 
Natural Resources
Taten J. Babatz, 27, Faribault, 

speeding, $141. 

MN State Patrol
Rochester
Abdikadir M. Abdi, 29, Owa-

tonna, speeding and permit vio-
lation, $191; Haley A. Behne, 
19, Ellendale, speeding, $131; 
Anthony W. Caywood, 34, Owa-
tonna, speeding, $121; Jamie L. 
Davis, 33, Rapid City, SD, speed-
ing, $131; Allan A. Garciamira-
montes, 22, Long Beach, CA, no 
license, $181; Robert S. Garson, 
39, Hayfield, speeding, $121; 
Amy M. Gedicke, 43, Medford, 
speeding, $131; Nishitha Gunda-
la, 26, Mankato, seat belt, $106; 
Dylan T. Himle, 26, Spring Val-
ley, speeding, $141; Abigail M. 

Hull, 21, Urbandale, IA, speed-
ing, $221; Jessica K. Jurgensen, 
34, Ellendale, failure to use des-
ignated lane, $131; Ashley M. 
Larson, 31, Rochester, revoked 
license and no insurance, $481; 
Peter F. Nguyen, 30, Prior Lake, 
speeding, $121; Laura E. Nolte, 
26, Alma, WI, speeding, $131; 
Susana Palomo-Martinez, 42, 
Penitas, TX, speeding, $141; 
Jennifer M. Rechtzigel, 42, Ke-
nyon, speeding, $121; Catherine 
R. Sandberg, 31, Marine on St. 
Croix, suspended license and 
no insurance, $481; Bradley L. 
Schnepf, 56, Waseca, wrong class 
registration, $181; Rene E. Sierra, 
38, Zimmerman, no current medi-
cal certificate in possession, $181; 
Nakul Uppal, 31, Ann Arbor, MI, 
speeding, $131; Mark G. Win-
slow, 61, Bloomington, speeding, 
$121; Sun H. Wise, 58, Bellevue, 
NE, speeding, $121. 

Owatonna Police
Department
Benjamin H. Armijo, 21, Owa-

tonna, possession of Marijuana 
and paraphernalia and speeding, 
$281; Casey J. Bauer, 23, St. Pe-
ter, no insurance, $281; Anthony 
W. Caywood, 34, Owatonna, ex-
pired tabs, $111; David J. Han-
son, 23, Owatonna, failure to 
yield, $131; Hassan N. Hassan, 
24, Owatonna, suspended license, 
$281; Jayden G. Howe, 19, Rose 
Creek, theft, $210.88; Drew N. 
Miller, 23, Hayfield, theft, $450 
and 90 days in county jail; Eric D. 
Nelson, 17, Owatonna, speeding, 
$181; Epifanio Ramon, 29, Eagle 
Pass, TX, expired tabs, $111; So-
nya L. Sullivan, 56, Owatonna, 
revoked license, $281; Jacob S. 
Sylvara, 19, Owatonna, minor 
consumption, $181. 

PUBLIC SAFETY
Continued on page 6C
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They had decided upon a 
CT scan for my afternoon 
frivolity and after the scan, 
the CT tech comes in and very 
nonchalantly asks, “Are you 
the guy with one kidney?” 
Immediately I thought that 
perhaps they were trying some 
sort of humor therapy, but I 
wasn’t in the mood.

“Uh, nooooo.” I responded. 
She then looked at me and 
said, “Oh, yes, you only have 
one kidney.”

Now, I was sure that I 
had come in with two, and 
although I have a propensity to 
misplace things in my golden 
years, I couldn’t for the life 
of me remember where I’d 
misplaced it. “Are you sure?” 
I asked, realizing that she was 

dead serious.
“I mean,” I asked, “Did 

you check under the bed or 
in the closet with all my other 
personal items you took from 
me when you outfitted me in 
this spectacular open-backed 
autumn collection of gown 
hospital fashion?”

It hit me. I only had one 
kidney. How can you go a 
half-century without knowing 
that kind of vital information? 
What other tasty fun facts 
did my parents hide from 
me? Now I was questioning 
everything from how we got 
that new above-ground pool in 
1969 and whether it was paid 
for with black-market body 
parts to wondering if I were 
adopted?

I got nauseous. I mean, that 
kind of news is something you 
don’t just come back from. 
The nurse taking my vitals 
pointed out that my systolic 
blood pressure was a bit high. 
“YA think?” I just found out I 
had one kidney.

Perhaps that is why I had 
such a distain for kidney beans 
all my life. My body simply 
rejected them. I have NEVER 
felt comfortable swimming 
in a kidney shaped pool, so, 
yeah, this explains a lot. 

And now, I have to 
change the opening of my 
autobiography. I was born with 
a bronchial tube that never 
opened. I was centimeters 
away from an open spine, and 
I had one little kidney. 

“In 1956 I was born a frail 
child.”

I guess in retrospect, after 
two broken necks, several 
pulled teeth, a reconstructed 
knee and a broken ankle – I 
am really quite blessed to still 
be here. To be able to still run 
25 miles per week and to be on 
the basketball court with my 
sons and daughter. I will say, 
though, losing my gall bladder 
is now a little disconcerting.

I mean, I really can’t afford 
to lose many more things. 
And with great wisdom and 
cautious advice, I say to my 
appendix. “Don’t get too 
comfortable.”

I guess you are never too 
old to learn about yourself. Be 
careful out there. Submitted photo

Health lessons come with age
KIDNEY: from page 1C

Puzzle on Page 8C

Award winning 
Sausages, Snack Sticks, 

and other Smoked Meats. 
Fresh Meat Case with 

Cuts and Janice’s Salads 
and so much more!

104 E. Main St. • Geneva, MN • 507-256-0025
www.deanssmokeshack.com

Get your meat from our Specialty 
Meat Shop, you’ll be glad you did!

Steele County 
Sheriff’s Office
Abdulrahman A. Abu Bakr, 28, 

Owatonna, speeding, $141; Mikel 
R. Akers, 36, Owatonna, speed-
ing, $141; Anthony J. Balata, 51, 
Faribault, speeding, $141; Valerie 
J. Bartelt, 60, Ellendale, speed-
ing, $121; Ramon A. Becerra, 43, 
Albert Lea, speeding, $281; Tyler 
D. Berkner, 22, Austin, obstruct-
ing view of driver, $121; Gerome 
A. Duval, 42, Waseca, revoked 
license and speeding, $321; Mary 
E. Evans, 55, Owatonna, speed-
ing, $121; Emigdio Flores, 44, 
Owatonna, speeding, $141; Eddy 
N. Hatab, 29, Columbia Heights, 
speeding, $121; Benjamin A. Her-
rington, 19, Davenport, IA, speed-
ing, $121; Trevor M. King, 30, 
Owatonna, speeding, $121; John 
M. Landsteiner, 28, Hayfield, 
speeding, $221; Eric M. Miland, 
38, Grand Meadow, speeding, 
$131; Tyler D. Mithun, 16, New 
Richland, speeding, $221; Sha P. 
Moo, 19, St. Paul, speeding, $281; 
James A. Mrachek, 47, Ellendale, 
speeding, $121; Arionna L. Neu-
mann, 20, New Richland, speed-
ing, $121; Juan Ortega, 39, 
West Concord, speeding, $121; 
Elizabeth K. Rech, 24, Austin, 
speeding, $121; Colby J. Reich, 
31, Owatonna, speeding, $121; 
Imelda Rios, 19, Faribault, no in-
surance, $281; Megan E. Rogers, 
53, Owatonna, speeding, $121; 
Jordan T. Seljeseth, 19, Kasson, 
speeding, $121; Joseph A. Simon-
son, 31, Owatonna, expired tabs, 
$111; Andrea L. Valdez, 20, Ca-
noga Park, CA, speeding, $381. 

Police blotter
Dodge County

The Dodge County Sheriff’s Of-

fice handled 193 complaints dur-
ing the week of Sept. 7 – 13. They 
include: 

Sept. 7
Intoxication. At 6:03 p.m., po-

lice responded to an intoxicated 
subject in the 100 block of 2nd 
Ave. SW in Dodge Center. 

Gas Leak. Deputies responded 
to a gas leak in the 75500 block of 
Hwy. 56 in Hayfield at 7:50 p.m. 

Narcotics. Deputies found nar-
cotics on Airport Dr. N. in Dodge 
Center at 8:36 p.m. 

Sept. 8
Animal Bite. At 3:01 a.m., dep-

uties received a report of an ani-
mal bite in the 11800 block of 8th 
St. SW in Hayfield. 

Natural Gas. A citizen reported 
a strong smell of natural gas in the 
500 block of 2nd St. NE in Hay-
field at 7:45 a.m. 

Child Endangerment. At 3:17 
p.m., deputies began an investiga-
tion of child endangerment on 6th 
Ave. SE in Hayfield. 

Burglary. Deputies began an 
investigation of a burglary in the 
100 block of Front St. W. in Cla-
remont at 9:40 p.m. 

Sept. 9
Tobacco. At 1:18 p.m., a minor 

was found to be in possession of 
tobacco in the 800 block of Hwy. 
St. W. in Dodge Center. 

Disturbance. A woman called 
police at 7:42 p.m. when her ex-
boyfriend was trying to break in 
to her home in the 11100 block of 
585th St. in Claremont.  

Sept. 10
Disturbance. At 9:31 p.m., a 

woman called deputies to report 
that there had been a rummage 
sale on a property and now people 
are there opening and closing shed 
doors in the 27300 block of 600th 
St. in Mantorville. 

Sept. 11
Burglary. Deputies responded 

to a burglary at the township hall 

in the 60100 block of 240th Ave. 
in Mantorville at 8:55 p.m. 

Sept. 12
Suspicion. Deputies responded 

to a suspicious activity report in 
the 22600 block of 740th St. in 
Hayfield at 7:55 p.m. 

Sept. 13
Gas Leak. Deputies responded 

to a gas line that was hit in the 700 
block of 10th Ave. NW in Dodge 
Center at 10:45 a.m. 

Civil. At 12:15 p.m., deputy as-
sisted with a civil matter regard-
ing occupancy of a home in the 
100 block of 3rd St. SE in Dodge 
Center. 

Dodge County
Court news

The following cases were heard 
in Dodge County District Court 
the week of Sept. 5 with Judge 
Jodi L. Williamson presiding: 

Michael J. Tully, 27, Dodge 
Center, previously appeared and 
was convicted of felony pos-
session of Marijuana. He was 
sentenced to $1,155, 81 days in 
county jail, no alcohol or con-
trolled substance use, do not enter 
liquor establishments, chemical 
dependency evaluation, no pos-
session of firearms, 100 hours of 
community service and 10 years 
of supervised probation. 

Tracy L. Yennie, 37, Shako-
pee, previously appeared and was 
convicted of felony possession of 
Marijuana. Yennie was sentenced 
to $205 and 13 months in Shako-
pee State Prison. 

The following misdemeanors 
and petty misdemeanors were 
heard in Dodge County District 
Court the week of Sept. 5 – 12: 

Dodge County
Sheriff’s Office

Catherine B. Benson, 38, Roch-
ester, possession of Marijuana, 
statutory stay of adjudication, 
$125, 15 days in county jail, no 
alcohol or controlled substance 
use, do not enter liquor estab-
lishments, chemical dependency 
evaluation, cognitive skill train-
ing, mental health evaluation and 
5 years of supervised probation; 
Brady L. Binstock, 20, Dodge 
Center, speeding, $140; Scott 
A. Bowman, 39, Dodge Center, 
suspended license and stop sign, 
$320; Taylor B. Hanson, 21, 
Rochester, possession of para-
phernalia, $130; Landen A. Hill, 
20, Minneapolis, possession of 
Marijuana, stay of adjudication, 
$125, 55 days in county jail, no 
alcohol or controlled substance 
use, cognitive skill training, do 
not enter liquor establishments, 
maintain employment and suit-
able housing, obtain GED, mental 
health evaluation and 10 years of 
supervised probation; Colton J. 
Jensen, 25, Rosemount, posses-
sion of Marijuana and speeding, 
$180; Bethany L. Maynard, 18, 
Rochester, speeding, $140; Siob-
han M. McKee, 23, Viroqua, WI, 
revoked license, $280; Ryan O. 
Olson, 38, Mankato, possession of 
Marijuana, stay of adjudication, 
$1,075, 49 days in county jail, no 
alcohol or controlled substance 
use, do not enter liquor establish-
ments, mental health evaluation, 
maintain employment and suit-
able housing, psychological eval-
uation, 100 hours of community 
service and 5 years of supervised 
probation; Preston H. Osterhus, 
24, Owatonna, speeding, $220; 
Kirk E. Rucker, 64, Rochester, 
speeding, $220; Rico D. Williams, 
30, Rochester, revoked license, 
$280. 

Kasson Police
Department
Justin R. Clark, 43, Naper-

ville, IL, speeding, $140; Kyla 
R. Kyllo, 28, Goodhue, text mes-
saging while driving, $130; Aar-
on M. Swarts, 41, Kasson, seat 
belt, $105; Charles J. Tindal, 52, 
Waltham, seat belt, $105. 

MN State Patrol
Rochester
Jocelyn M. Austin, 19, Dodge 

Center, speeding, $140; John D. 
Coffer, 50, Minneapolis, speed-
ing, $130; Steven J. Doherty, 
57, Highland Park, IL, speeding, 
$120; Christine A. Ferguson, 29, 
West Concord, speeding, $140; 
Ashley M. Larson, 31, Rochester, 
revoked license, $280; Nicholas 
M. Matti, 18, Hayfield, speeding, 
$140; Glenn E. Miller, 51, Liberty 
Center, OH, seat belt, $105; Gary 
C. Moore, 60, La Crosse, WI, 
speeding, $130; John T. Vincek, 
36, Dodge Center, revoked li-
cense, $280. 

West Concord
Police Department
Jennifer L. Mitchell, 41, Roch-

ester, speeding, $220; Sarina A. 
Rossow, 24, Rochester, speeding, 
$140. 

Steele County
Arrest

Owatonna Police
Dre Marquise Jones, 22, arrest-

ed at 5:06 a.m. Sept. 11, felony as-
sault, held for court. 

Michael Edward Payne, 24, ar-
rested at 2:45 p.m. Sept. 13, pro-
bation violation apprehension and 
detention, held for court. 

Christopher Stephen Prince, 30, 
arrested at 11:40 p.m. Sept. 13, 
probation violation apprehension 
and detention, held for court. 

Wayne Arnold Fenney, 41, ar-
rested at 3:10 p.m. Sept. 14, war-
rant arrest, $500 bail. 

Marcos Anthony Trevino, 24, 
arrested at 11:41 a.m. Sept. 15, 
felony witness tampering, held for 
court. 

Tammy Ann Hess, 38, arrested 
at 6:18 p.m. Sept. 15, probation 
warrant arrest, held for court. 

Steele County Sheriff
Joshua Douglas Watkins, 30, 

arrested at 11:55 a.m. Sept. 12, 
conditions of release violation 
warrant arrest, held for court. 

Heather Marie Saurer, 33, ar-
rested at 9:05 p.m. Sept. 12, war-
rant arrest, body only. 

Mohamed Abdi Abdullahi, 28, 
arrested at 12:08 a.m. Sept. 13, 
warrant arrest, $300 bail. 

Travis Wayne Jackson, 37, ar-
rested at 12 a.m. Sept. 16, domes-
tic assault, held for court. 

Harely Elizabeth Huerta, 24, ar-
rested at 1:12 a.m. Sept. 16, war-
rant arrest, $500 bail. 

MN State Patrol
Rachel Hanh Nguyen Karnick, 

46, arrested at 7:26 p.m. Sept. 14, 
warrant arrest, $3,000 bail. 

Owatonna Fire

Sept. 10
Crash. Fire rescue responded to 

a motor vehicle accident with in-
juries on Lincoln Ave. at 4:40 p.m. 

Sept. 11
Medical. At 12:21 a.m., fire 

fighters assisted with a medical 
emergency in the 100 block of 
Main St. 

Sept. 14
Complaint. Fire personnel re-

ceived a citizen complaint from 
the 200 block of Barney St. at 
4:40 p.m.

PUBLIC SAFETY
Continued on page 6C

The Owatonna Foundation 
is pleased to announce that 
a $5,000 donation has been 
made to the Foundation by 
Home Federal Savings. Home 
Federal Savings Bank was 
chartered in 1934 in Spring 
Valley Minnesota and is now 
headquartered in Rochester 

Minnesota.  Home Federal 
is a full service bank with 
offices Rochester, Winona, La 
Crescent, Austin, Albert Lea, 
Eagan, Sartell, Marshaltown, 
IA, Milwaukee, and 
Owatonna.  The Owatonna 
branch is located at 1850 
Austin Road.  “We’re thrilled 

to be able to make this 
donation to the Foundation. 
For many years we have 
enjoyed a wonderful quality 
of life in Owatonna and the 
Foundation has been a big part 
of that with the many projects 
they have funded.” said Brad 
Vettrus, Senior Vice President 

at Home Federal. 
Foundation Executive 

Coordinator, Laura Resler 
stated; “We are very 
appreciative of this gift from 
Home Federal Savings. 
Their commitment to the 
Foundation’s mission of 
improving the quality of 
life for present and future 
generations by supporting 
Owatonna projects that 
focus on community, arts, 
recreation and education is 
what continues to make the 
Foundation so successful. 
It is this local support from 
many business and individuals 
that enables us to continue 
to fund important projects in 
Owatonna.”

The Owatonna Foundation, 
now in its 59th year of serving 
the Owatonna community, 
provides “brick and mortar” 
grants in Owatonna and 
its environs in four areas: 
Community, Arts, Recreation 
and Education.  The 
Foundation also provides both 
traditional and non-traditional 
scholarships for 2 year 
colleges and technical schools.

The Foundation was 
established in 1957 with the 
goal of improving the quality 
of life for present and future 
generations of Owatonna 
residents.

Submitted photo

Pictured left to right in front are Trustees: Sharon West, Betsy Lindgren, Home Federal 
representative: Brad Krehbiel, Trustee: Julie Rethemeier, Home Federal’s Brad Vettrus and Tim 
McManimon. Back row Left to right: Trustee Monte Mitchell, Brad Breyer of Home Federal, Trustee: 
Dale Gandrud, Larry McGraw of Home Federal, and Trustees: Dave Einhaus, and Todd Hale.

Home Federal gives to foundation
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Blooming Prairie

Medford

Austin/Mower County

Albert Lea/Freeborn Co

Ellendale/Geneva

Tuesday, Sept. 20
10:30 a.m. BPBL Story Time
4:45 BP Boys and Girls Club Board Meeting
Wednesday, Sept. 21
10:30 a.m. BPBL Story Time
Tuesday, Sept. 27
BP Card Club & Luncheon
10:30 a.m. BPBL Story Time
6 p.m. BPBL Book Club
Wednesday, Sept. 28
10:30 a.m. BPBL Story Time

Tuesday, Sept. 20
8:30 a.m. Shell Rock River Watershed Board 
Special Meeting
10:30 a.m. ALPL Story Time
5:30 p.m. Parks and Recreation Board Meeting
6 p.m. Nonfiction Book Club, ALPL
6 p.m. Rock Gym, 211 W. Richway Drive, 
Albert Lea
Wednesday, Sept. 21
11 a.m. Hawthorne’s 3rd Grade Farm Tours
Thursday, Sept. 22
10:30 a.m. ALPL Story Time
10:30 a.m. Music & Movement, ALPL
Thursday, Sept. 22
5:30 p.m. Council Workshop
6 p.m. Night Time Story Time, ALPL
Friday, Sept. 23
Sibley’s School Picture Retake Day
6 p.m. Rock Climbing Gym, 211 W Richway 
Dr, Albert Lea
Saturday, Sept. 24
Hawthorne’s Walk-a-Thon
Library Closed
Rock Climbing Open Gym, 211 W Richway 
Dr, Albert Lea
Monday, Sept. 26
Homecoming Week
Sibley’s After School Clubs Start
8:55 a.m. Jostens Sophomore Meeting – Class 
Rings, ALHS Auditorium
10:30 a.m. ALPL Story Time
7 p.m. City Council
Tuesday, Sept. 27
Homecoming Week
10:30 a.m. ALPL Story Time
3:30 p.m. Staff Mentee Meeting (Secondary), 
High School – Room E113
6 p.m. Rock Gym, 211 W Richway Dr, Albert 
Lea
Wednesday, Sept. 28
Homecoming Week
Hawthorne Picture Retakes

Tuesday, Sept. 20
Welcoming Week
10 a.m.  ArtWorks Gallery – James Wegner, Austin 
ArtWorks Center, 300 Main St. N.
10 a.m. Fight the Flu Fundraiser, Mower County 
Senior Center
12 p.m. Tuesdays with Toastmasters, Hormel 
Corporate Office
3:30 p.m. Mower Co, Southland ISD: Open Gym, 
M/HS Gym
4 p.m. Our Family Matters: Casket or Cremation – 
How Do I Decide? 
4:45 p.m. Public Skate, Riverside Arena, 501 2nd 
Ave NE, Austin
6 p.m. 2016 Austin Police Department Citizen 
Academy
6:30 p.m. Author Visit – Sherry Hanson, Austin 
Public Library
6:30 p.m. Stick Time, Riverside Arena, 501 2nd 
Ave NE, Austin
7 p.m. Sparky Stensaas – What’s So Great About 
the Great Horned Owl?, Jay C Hormel Nature 
Center
Wednesday, Sept. 21
Welcoming Week
Cancer Symposium, The Hormel Institute
10 a.m.  ArtWorks Gallery – James Wegner, Austin 
ArtWorks Center, 300 Main St. N.
11:30 a.m. SEMCAC Meal, Heritage House
3 p.m. Cedars Market, The Cedars of Austin, east 
side parking lot
5:30 p.m. Writing Memoirs and Personal Stories 
#2 – Writing About Real People, Austin ArtWorks 
Center
6:30 p.m. Adult Hockey, Riverside Arena, 501 2nd 
Ave NE, Austin
Thursday, Sept. 22
Welcoming Week
Cancer Symposium, The Hormel Institute
10 a.m.  ArtWorks Gallery – James Wegner, Austin 
ArtWorks Center, 300 Main St. N.
11:30 a.m. Austin Area Chamber of Commerce 
Candidates Forum, Austin Eagles Aerie 
12 p.m. Lunchbox History Series: The Assassination 
of President Lincoln, Mower County Historical 
Society, 1303 6th Ave SW, Austin
12 p.m. Picnic in the Lot, Mower County Senior 
Center
1:15 p.m. Austin Bruins vs Fairbanks Ice Dogs – 
Pre Season Tune – Up, Riverside Arena, Austin
3:30 p.m. Mower Co, Southland ISD: Open Gym, 
M/HS Gym
4 p.m. Austin Farmers Market, 501 Oakland Ave 
East
4 p.m. Farmers Market Place LLC, 18th Ave, in f
ront of Shopko
4 p.m. LeRoy Farmers Market, Corner of Broadway 
and Main Street, Downtown LeRoy
6 p.m. Brownsdale PL Puzzle Night (subject to 
change)
Friday, Sept. 23
Welcoming Week
Cancer Symposium, The Hormel Institute
9 a.m. American Red Cross Blood Drive, Mower 
County Senior Center
9 a.m. Garden Spot Market, 106 W Main St, 
Brownsdale
10 a.m. ArtWorks Gallery – James Wegner, Austin 
ArtWorks Center, 300 Main St N, Austin
10 a.m. Austin Bruins vs Johnstown, Riverside 
Arena, 501 2nd Ave NE, Austin
11:30 a.m. SEMCAC Meal, Heritage House
5:15 p.m. Bingo – Austin VFW
7 p.m. Austin ArtWorks Open Jam Session, Austin 
ArtWorks Center, 300 Main St N, Austin
Saturday, Sept. 24
Welcoming Week
9 a.m. Austin Farmers Market, 501 Oakland Ave E
9 a.m. Farmers Market Place LLC, 18th Ave, in f
ront of Shopko
9 a.m. Hormel Nature Center 8k Trail Run / 1 Mile 
Kids Run, Jay C Hormel Nature Center
10 a.m. ArtWorks Gallery – James Wegner, Austin 
ArtWorks Center, 300 Main St N, Austin
11 a.m. Fall Harvest Celebration, Mower County 
Historical Society, 1303 6th Ave SW, Austin
1 p.m. 5 in 1 Wrap Bracelets, Austin ArtWorks 
Center, 300 Main St N, Austin
1 p.m. Public Skate, Riverside Arena, 501 2nd Ave 
NE, Austin
2:45 p.m. Stick Time, Riverside Arena, 501 2nd 
Ave NE, Austin
6 p.m. Austin Rotary Club Trivia Night, Mower 
County Senior Center
9 p.m. Sola Fide Observatory Viewing, Sola Fide 
Observatory
Sunday, Sept. 25
Welcoming Week
1 p.m. Grand Meadow Open Gym, Wrestling 
Room, Weight Room
Monday, Sept. 26
Lyle Lion’s Club Meeting
11:30 a.m. SEMCAC Meal, Heritage House
1:30 p.m. Minnesota ZooMobile, Mower County 
Senior Center
4 p.m. Austin Farmers Market, 501 Oakland Ave 
East
4 p.m. Farmers Market Place LLC, 18th Ave, in 
front of Shopko
5:15 p.m. Bingo – Austin VFW
5:30 p.m. Adult Coloring and Wine, Austin 
ArtWorks Center, 300 Main St N, Austin
7:15 p.m. Stick Time, Riverside Arena, 501 2nd 
Ave NE, Austin
Tuesday, Sept. 27
10 a.m. ArtWorks Gallery – James Wegner, Austin 
ArtWorks Center, 300 Main St. N, Austin
12 p.m. Tuesdays with Toastmasters, Hormel Foods 
Corporate Office
3:30 p.m. Mower Co, Southland ISD: Open Gym, 
M/HS Gym
4:45 p.m. Public Skate, Riverside Arena, 501 2nd 
Ave NE, Austin
6 p.m. 2016 Austin Police Department Citizen 
Academy, Law Enforcement Center

Tuesday, Sept. 20
6:30 p.m. Court St Anne Catholic Daughters Meeting
Wednesday, Sept. 21
7 p.m. Ft Robert Carlin Knights of Columbus 
Council
Thursday, Sept. 22
2 p.m. The Arthritis Foundation: Medford Senior 
Exercise Class, Whistle Stop Diner
Monday, Sept. 26
2 p.m. The Arthritis Foundation: Medford Senior 
Exercise Class, Whistle Stop Diner

Tuesday, Sept. 20
Hope Curbside Recycling S of 42nd Ave
7 p.m. NRHEG Karate, ES Gym North 
Ellendale
Wednesday, Sept. 21
Hope Curbside Recycling N of 42nd Ave
Thursday, Sept. 22
5:30 p.m. NRHEG Yoga, DAPE Room
7 p.m. NRHEG Yoga, DAPE Room
7 p.m. NRHEG Zumba, DAPE Room
Monday, Sept. 26
6:20 p.m. NRHEG Yoga, Media Center, 
Ellendale
Tuesday, Sept. 27
7 p.m. NRHEG Karate, ES Gym North 
Ellendale

800-248-3855
www.minimizer.com

Blooming Prairie

J&H LIQUORS
340 E. Main St. Blooming Prairie • 507-583-7557

u  u  u  MARK YOUR CALENDARS  u  u  u 
BAR BINGO: MONDAY @ 6:30 P.M.  

AUGUST 8, 22 & 26; SEPT. 12, 19 & 26 
(MUST BE 21 TO PLAY) 

WINE + WOMEN: WED  6-10 P.M. 
CRAZY DAYS: SEPT. 14-17 (OFF SALE) 
BLOOMIN’ GRAPEVINE WINE CLUB: 
SEPTEMBER-MAY - SCHED AVAIL 9/1 

HOLIDAY DAZZLE WINE & BEER 
TASTING: THURS. NOV. 3RD  

 

HOLIDAY DAZZLE DOWNTOWN 
FESTIVITIES: THURS. DEC. 2ND 

 

HARVEY’S HOLIDAY CHEER:  
DEC 10TH 

 

NEW YEAR’S EVE:  
MUNCHIES & CHAMPAGNE

WE CAN ACCOMMODATE YOUR BIRTHDAY, ANNIVERSARY OR  
RETIREMENT PARTY. GIVE US A CALL!! DETAILS ON ALL EVENTS @ J&H

BINGO . . .  LOTTERY . . .  PULLTABS . . .

Owatonna

Tuesday, Sept. 20
9:30 a.m. OPL It’s TALE TIME!
10 a.m. OPL So Many Books… So Little 
Time Book Club
4:30 p.m. OPL Board Meeting, Gainey Room
7 p.m. Owatonna City Council, Council 
Chambers, City Hall
Wednesday, Sept. 21
Owatonna EDA, Council Chambers, City 
Hall
Thursday, Sept. 22
2 p.m. OPL Independent & World Films
6:30 p.m. OPL Family Story Time
Friday, Sept. 23
7 p.m. Movie Night, new Beginnings Church, 
Owatonna
Monday, Sept. 26
Owatonna Housing & Redevelopment 
Authority, 2nd Floor Conference Room, City 
Hall

ORTHODONTIC SPECIALIST

Dr. Deborah J Lien
DDS, MBS

132 2nd Ave NE • Blooming Prairie, MN

FREE
CONSULTATIONS

583.6613Building Healthy 
Smiles!

Deputies examine the scene of a collision between a pick-up and pay loader, following a high-speed 
chase that ended outside Blooming Prairie Elementary School last year.

E     E    last  year  around  this  time    E     E
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This weekend at the 
Paradise Performing Arts 
Center The Merlin Players will 
be performing their second 
weekend of “Harriet the Spy” 
by Louise Fitzhugh under the 
direction of Jon Terrill.

The play, based on the 
beloved children series, tells 
the story of Harriet M. Welch, 
the willful child of socialites. 
She spends her free time spying 
on her friends and neighbors 
and writes her observations 
down in her notebook. 
Problems arise when her 
notebook goes missing, and 
it’s up to her loving nurse, Ole 
Golly, to teach Harriet a life 
lesson.

Director Jon Terrill said the 

show was picked for its appeal 
to children, and Harriet’s 
problems mirror those they 
may find themselves going 
through. The show, he says, 
is about “how to deal with 
relationships with your friends 
when thing go bad.” This will 
be the twelfth show Terrill 
has directed and continues his 
in involvement in southern 
Minnesota theater since 1991.

Desirae Brooks stars as 
Harriet and Stephanie Weiss 
as Ole Golly along with a 
community cast including 
several local children.

The show ran all of 
last weekend and will be 
performed again Sept 22, 23, 
and 24 at 7:30 p.m. Tickets can 
be purchased at the box office 
or by calling 507-332-7372.

Players spy great show
By EMILY SCHOENBECK

County Staff Writer

MedfordLiving
Zimbabwe comes to Steele County

Nettie’s Apple cake

Ingredients:
4 c. apple
2 c. sugar
2 eggs
3/4 c. cooking oil
1 tsp. vanilla

2 c. flour
1 1/2 tsp. baking soda
1 tsp. salt
2 tsp. cinnamon
3/4 c. nuts

Instructions:
Peel and slice apples, put in large bowl and 
sprinkle with sugar.  Stir often so they make juice. 
Do not cook. Let stand 1 hour. Beat eggs, add 
cooking oil and vanilla. Pour over apples. Mix 
flour, baking soda, salt, cinnamon and nuts. Mix 
well and add to apple mixture. Coat pan lightly 
with Pam. Bake in 9x13-inch pan for 40 minutes 
at 3500.

Recipe Corner

Sponsored by:

KREJCI FORD
15TH PRESIDENT’S 
AWARD WINNER
Blooming Prairie
583-2046

RECIPES FROM THE FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH COOKBOOK 2006 ED.
by Norma Hegal

Nettie’s Apple Cake

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Employee stock 
     ownership plan
  5. Teaspoon
  8. Type of IRA
11. Restore courage
13. Pet Detective 
     Ventura
14. Discount
15. Where rockers play
16. Light Armored 
     Reconn-
     aissance (abbr.)
17. Computer 
     manufacturer
18. Nomadic people
20. Liquefied natural 
     gas
21. Steps leading to 
     a river
22. Benign tumors
25. In an early way
30. Type of wall
31. Pop folk singer 
     Williams
32. Greek Titaness
33. Expresses purpose
38. Type of school
41. Least true
43. Delighted
45. Church building
47. Replacement 
     worker
49. A sign of assent
50. Semitic gods
55. Ancient kingdom 
     near Dead Sea
56. Partly digested 
     food
57. Fevers
59. Genus of trees

60. Midway between east and southeast
61. Jewish spiritual leader
62. Gallivant
63. Hideaway
64. Source

CLUES DOWN
  1. Major division of time
  2. Withered
  3. Portends good or evil
  4. Single sheet of glass

  5. More long-legged
  6. Scrutinized
  7. Archway in a park
  8. Oliver __, author
  9. Ancient Greek City
10. Type of shampoo
12. __ King Cole
14. Adventure story
19. Satisfy
23. Disappointment
24. Evergreen shrub
25. Parts per thousand 
     (abbr.)
26. Young snob (Brit.)
27. Midway between 
     northeast and east
28. Chinese surname
29. Poplar trees (Spanish)
34. Electron scanning 
     microscope
35. Actor DiCaprio
36. Equal (prefix)
37. Cartoon Network
39. Revealed
40. Remove lice
41. Supervises interstate 
     commerce
42. Whale ship captain
44. Baited
45. Bleated
46. Swedish rock group
47. Air pollution
48. Carbonated drink
51. Swiss river
52. Ottoman military 
     commanders
53. Type of job
54. One point east of 
     southeast
58. Sex Pistols bassist 
     Vicious

SOLUTION ON PAGE 6C

Elizabeth “Lizzie” 
Mukurazita, 17, has made 
quite the commute for her 
high school classes. Coming 
all the way from Zimbabwe, 
Lizzie is spending her senior 
year of high school 9,000 
miles from home thanks to 
the Rotary student exchange 
program.

Arriving in January, Lizzie 
has split her year in the U.S. 
between a spring semester 
at Medford High School and 
now a fall one in Owatonna. 
She’ll return to her home 
country this coming January, 
but in the meantime, she 
enjoys her opportunity to 
study abroad.

She applied to the Rotary 
program out of a desire to 
go to college in the U.S., and 
this being a chance to see the 
country before that. As an 
added comfort, she also has 
family who live in the U.S., 
so it didn’t seem quite too 
scary to spend an entire year 
in another country.

She confessed that when 
she originally applied the 
program she was hoping to 
be placed on either the east or 

west coast. She did get part of 
her wish when she spent two 
weeks this summer exploring 
the east coast. She saw visited 
New York and Florida and 
stopped over in Chicago.

Life in Medford she says 
is nice, though small. Her 
city back home has over two 
million people in it, so the 
jump to rural Minnesota was 
extreme. She said the first 
two months were definitely an 
adjustment. She remembers 
talking with her parents on the 
phone and telling them, “book 
a ticket for me. I need to come 
home.” Looking back now, 
she laughs at the memory 
and says she’s really come to 
enjoy her time in Minnesota.

During her spring semester 
at Medford, she participated 
in the school musical, 
volunteered with student 
council, sang in choir, and 
helped with Students Against 
Destructive Decisions 
(SADD). Back home she 
had participated in national 
choir, speech, volleyball, 
swimming, and basketball. 
She made friends here 
faster then she expected and 
always felt appreciated at the 
small school, where she was 
regularly asked to give talks 

to different classes about her 
home country.

She really enjoyed 
speaking to different grades, 
as it gave her the chance to 
tell them all of the things she 
loves about her country. She 
talk about natural wonders 
in her country, like Victoria 
Falls, and tells about the 
bustling city from which she 
comes. One of her continual 
frustration when she tells 
people she is from Africa is 
how little people know about 
the continent. People ask her 
often if she had electricity 
back home or if she slept in 
a grass hut. It can be hard to 
make people understand that 
many parts of Africa are just 
as industrialized and modern 
as the U.S.

At the end of last spring, 
she changed host families 
and moved to Owatonna, 
where she has been attending 
school for the last two weeks. 
She says it’s nice to be in a 
bigger town where more is 
going on, but she doesn’t 
feel quite as appreciated as 
she did in Medford. She has, 
however, gotten involved 
at Owatonna high school as 
well. She joined the cheer 
team and culinary club, and 

she’s confident she’ll settle in 
a this high school too.

When asked if she missed 
anything about Zimbabwe, 
she said the food in her 
country was much more 
flavorful and there was more 
fresh fruit. Teenagers in her 
home country aren’t as into 
their cellphones either, but 
those are pretty small things. 
She said some of the racism 
she has encountered has 
surprised. She keeps meeting 
people who “assume you’re 
poor because you’re black.”

There are a lot of things 
she’s found about America 
that does enjoy. There’s much 
more freedom both at large 
and in classroom settings. She 
feels individuality is more 
encouraged, and people are 
more open to some having 
different beliefs and opinions 
than their own. With a smile, 
she also said she appreciated 
how many malls Minnesota 
has. In Zimbabwe, the stores 
are often in many separate 
locations, and she likes being 
able to go to one place to lots 
of shopping.

After nine months in the 
country, she says, “I don’t 
want to leave.”

By EMILY SCHOENBECK
County Staff Writer

Staff photo by Emily Shoenbeck

Lizzie Mukurazita is starting the seond half of her year abroad in 
the U.S. after a semester of living in Medford. Before coming to 
study in America, Lizzie lived in Zimbabwe, where she attended 
boarding school.

The Owatonna Foundation 
is pleased to announce that 
a $10,000 donation has been 
made to the Foundation by 
the Gopher Sport Giving 
Team. Gopher Sport is a 
leading supplier of unique, 
high-quality, sports, physical 
education, fitness and early 
childhood products. Since 
1947 they have earned the 
trust and respect of their 
customers by providing the 
very best service and products 
available. They are dedicated 
to providing products that 
will improve fitness, develop 
skills, create fun, and help 
everyone reach a high standard 
of learning and living. Their 
mission is to increase the 
happiness, confidence and 
self-esteem of young and old 
by helping them lead more 
active and healthy lives.

Along with a corporate 
philosophy of commitment to, 
and caring for our community, 
The Gopher Sport Giving 
Team members were quick 
to point out that being able 
to see a positive impact on 
the community means a lot 
to Gopher Sport. Caring is 
part of the core values of the 
company and it has always 
been part of the corporate and 
employee philosophy to give 
back to the communities of 
their Team Members. They do 
this through the giving of their 
time as well as product and 
cash donations. 

“The Owatonna Foundation 
wishes to express its gratitude 
for this very generous gift. 
We truly appreciate the 
Gopher Sport Giving Team’s 
philosophy, their humbleness, 
and their commitment to 
making Owatonna a better 
place for all of us.  This 
gift will help to continue 
the Foundation’s mission 
of improving the quality of 
life for present and future 
generations by supporting 
Owatonna projects that focus, 
in this case particularly, on 
Recreation.” said Foundation 
Trustee, Kent Kienholz who 
has worked with the Gopher 
Sport Giving team.

The Owatonna Foundation, 
now in its 59th year of serving 
the Owatonna community, 
provides “brick and mortar” 
grants in Owatonna and 
its environs in four areas: 
Community, Arts, Recreation 
and Education.  The 
Foundation also provides both 
traditional and non-traditional 
scholarships for 2 year colleges 
and technical schools.	

The Foundation was 
established in 1957 with the 
goal of improving the quality 
of life for present and future 
generations of Owatonna 
residents.  Since then, the 
Owatonna Foundation has 
committed more than $11.7 
million dollars in grants 
and scholarships to local 
organizations and students. For 

more information about the 
Owatonna Foundation, grants 
or scholarships, please visit 
www.owatonnafoundation.
org, or call the office at 455-
2995.		

Foundation receives gift from Gopher Sport
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HOURS:
Every Thursday 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

1st and 3rd Saturdays 9 am. - noon 

 Last Day of the 2016 Season is Sept. 29

Free to Steele County residential households 
Steele County residents can also drop off paint products 

year-round at Sherwin-Williams, 
125 Oakdale St., Owatonna, 451-1304

Located at the Steele County Landfill off Hwy. 218 
9420 64th Avenue SE • Blooming Prairie • 583-7766

STEELE COUNTY HOUSEHOLD 
HAZARDOUS WASTE FACILITY

Parents and Guardians: 
It has been a difficult day for 

many throughout the school 
district as we learned of the 
death of New Richland Police 

Chief Scott Eads. Scott was not 
only a police officer to residents 
of New Richland and to our 
Secondary School, but he was 
a father to two students in our 

EllendaleLiving
Superintendent speaks on suicide

district as well.
I received the following press 

release this morning from the 
Waseca County Sheriff’s Office.

It is with heavy heart that 
we share news that Chief Scott 
Eads of the New Richland Police 
Department took his own life 
on the evening of September 
12 in rural Freeborn County. 
Chief Eads leaves behind a 
wife, Candace and two young 
children. Sheriff Milbrath 
has been in contact with New 
Richland City Administrators 
and the Sheriff’s Office will be 
handling all calls and police 
matters for the city of New 
Richland until further notice. 

Please keep his family in your 
thoughts and prayers while 
they work through this difficult 
period. Chief Eads was a part 
of our Law Enforcement family 
here in Waseca County, so 
obviously this is shocking news 
for all involved.

Sheriff Milbrath stopped in 
the District Office early this 
morning to check on our needs 
as a school district as he knew 
the important role Chief Eads 
had in the school community 
and especially the Secondary 
School. He assured me his 

department would provide the 
needed support to our students 
and staff in the days and weeks 
ahead.

Before students reported 
to class this morning, staff 
members were informed of 
Chief Eads’ death. It was 
important for staff members to 
be informed so that they would 
be prepared to respond to student 
conversations and questions, 
and be able to refer students 
to counselors for assistance if 
needed. Guidance Counselor 
Tim Stoesz and Student Success 
Coordinator Robin Eder met 
with the seventh grade classes, 
as Chief Eads was the father of 
a seventh grade classmate. The 
purpose of their visit to each 
seventh grade classroom was 
to acknowledge the death of 
a parent of a classmate, and to 
reassure students and staff that 
support is available as needed.

As Mr. Stoesz and Ms. Eder 
shared with our seventh grade 
students this morning, each 
one of us may deal with the 
death of a family member or 
friend differently. Your school 
staff will continue to monitor 
students in the coming days 
and be sensitive to their actions 

and needs. I encourage you, 
as a parent or guardian, to talk 
with your child(ren) as you feel 
is necessary about this tragedy. 
Some things you may want to 
consider to help you with the 
conversation are: 

1. Talk with your child and 
answer any questions he/she 
might have. Being there to 
communicate is the best way 
to help your child through this 
challenging time. 

2. Be sensitive to the age of 
your child, and his/her level of 
understanding and experience. 
Do not offer information beyond 
the child’s comprehension, as it 
may confuse matters.

3. If you notice your child is 
having a difficult time, please 
contact your child’s school. 
We will continue to provide 
assistance to students and their 
families as long as the need 
exists. If we can be of assistance 
to you or your child, please feel 
free to contact us.

We are fortunate as a school 
district to be able to partner 
with Fernbrook Family 
Center in providing needed 
assistance for staff and students. 
Fernbrook provides below 
additional resources and links to 

information that may be helpful 
to you including:

• http://www.sptsusa.org/ 
(talking to children about 
suicide) 

• http://www.cc.nih.gov/
ccc/patient_education/pepubs/
childdeath.pdf (talking to 
children about death)

• Owatonna Crisis 
Intervention – Suicide Hotline 
(507)451-9100 or 1-866-451-
9191 

• National Suicide 
Prevention Lifeline at www.
suicidepreventionlifeline.org or 
1-800-273-8255

Chief Eads was a visible 
presence around the Secondary 
School. In addition to his daily 
supervision outside before and 
after school, he was a guest 
speaker in classes as well as at 
assemblies. He was an important 
part of our school community 
and will be greatly missed. Our 
thoughts and prayers go out to 
his family as well to the entire 
community during this difficult 
time. 

Sincerely, 
Dale Carlson 

Superintendent

The Ellendale Lions Club 
received its second diamond 
patch for the Centennial Service 
Challenge. 

Lion District Gov. Steve 
Wasserman presented the 
patch to secretary Gail Skroch 
and president Allie Larson. 
The local Lions Club has been 
awarded the diamond patch 
for two consecutive years. The 
challenge is Global Service 
Projects of Youth, Vision, 
Hunger and Environment. 

The club has participated 
in all four areas to receive the 
diamond patch. 

With service being a 
cornerstone of the Lions, 
members have impacted 
millions of people around the 
world. 

The goal connected to the 
challenge is to serve 100 
million people worldwide by 
June 2018.

Diamond patch for the Lions



10C • Tuesday, September 20, 2016 • Steele County Times

CollisionCar Wash

Blooming Prairie

Our low prices and great 
service says it all 

GT Car Wash
Contact Gary Trom at:

507-583-7117 • 507-456-2957

Contact Gary Trom at:
507-583-7117 • 507-456-2957

Farm

Farms 

& 
Mike 
Jeff 
Custom 

MJC Farms, LLC 
13324 89th Ave SE 
Blooming Prairie, MN   
55917 
Fax  507-572-1337 

Mike Ingvalson  507-456-1436 
mikeingvalson@hotmail.com 

  

We offer: 
Seed 
Chemical 
Fertilizer 
Custom Farming 
Crop Scouting 

High Yields Start Here 

Jeff Ingvalson  507-456-1439 
jeffingvalson@hotmail.com 

Pets

Larry & Donna Bennett
4151 N. County Rd. 45
Owatonna, MN 55060
(507) 451-2203 Cell: 507-456-3562

Bennett’s
Pet Haven
Cemetery, Inc.

“Professional Cremation and Burial Services for your loving pet”
Shorty & Sue Schroht

857 Mosher Ave.
Owatonna, MN 55060

(507) 455-3204

STEELE COUNTY TIMES PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY

Tires

Mike’s  REPAIR
507-455-0388

Fax: 507-455-0486
After Hours: 507-455-0483

Tire Service
AG & Heavy Truck 

Complete Truck Parts and Service Mike Hartle
     Owner

870 32 Ave. NW
Owatonna, MN 55060

Truck Accessories
The lightest, most 
durable, longest 

lasting truck fenders, 
bracket kits, and truck 

accessories in the 
trucking industry.

Minimizer.com • 800-248-3855 • Blooming Prairie

Minimizer.com • 800-248-3855 • Blooming Prairie

Lawn Care

FREE 
ESTIMATES

Now FeaturiNg: CONCRETE SIDEWALKS, 
DRIVEWAYS, AND PATIOS
New & Replacement
VETERAN OWNED AND OPERATED
Fully licensed, bonded and insured

WWW.PATRIOTCUSTOMSERVICS.COM
507-334-2043 • 17965 Eiler Avenue Faribault

ONE CALL DOES IT ALL 
PATRIOT CUSTOM 

SERVICES INC.

FREE 
ESTIMATES

LOT SWEEPING AND 
POTHOLE PATCHING 
VETERAN OWNED AND OPERATED
Fully licensed, bonded and insured

WWW.PATRIOTCUSTOMSERVICS.COM
507-334-2043 • 17965 Eiler Avenue Faribault

ONE CALL DOES IT ALL 
PATRIOT CUSTOM 

SERVICES INC.

FREE 
ESTIMATES

FULL COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL ROOFING AND REPAIR
FLAT, TAR, RUBBER, 
AND SHINGLES 
VETERAN OWNED AND OPERATED
Fully licensed, bonded and insured

WWW.PATRIOTCUSTOMSERVICS.COM
507-334-2043 • 17965 Eiler Avenue Faribault

ONE CALL DOES IT ALL 
PATRIOT CUSTOM 

SERVICES INC.

Now FeaturiNg: COMPLETE LAWN & LANDSCAPING:
• TREE PRUNING AND REMOVAL
• CLEAN UP/ HAULING DEBRIS
• GRAVEL HAULING
• DRIVEWAY LEVELING 
• BLACK DIRT

VETERAN OWNED AND OPERATED
WWW.PATRIOTCUSTOMSERVICS.COM

507-334-2043 • 17965 Eiler Avenue Faribault

FREE ESTIMATES

ONE CALL DOES IT ALL 
PATRIOT CUSTOM 

SERVICES INC.

Fully licensed, bonded and insured

Excavating

Electrical

Owatonna, MN • 507.413.0654

CARS + BOATS + MOTORCYCLES + COMMERCIAL TRAILERS
Auto Detailing Professionals LLC

OPEN Mon - Sat 8a - 7p Appointment Required

Insurance

We’re a locally owned independent insurance agency. 
We offer free, fast quotes.

325 N Cedar Ave, Owatonna, Mn

www.help ingyouinsure .com
507.451.0539   | service@helpingyouinsure.com

 

AUTO•HOME•HEALTH•LIFE•BUSINESS

Sanitation & Recycling

Collision
THE ONLY AREA SHOP certified to work 
 on the 2015 Ford Aluminum F150

Collision

Or Toll Free 1-888-451-0976 • P.O. Box 321 • Owatonna
email: info@stewartsanitation.com

Locally Family Owned  
and Operated Since 1994

Your Local Choice!
When you have had it with the Large Corporate 

Companies, We offer you a friendly Small town way  
of doing business. Unlike our World Wide 

Competitors who rely on a contract to ensure your 
patronage, we earn it the old fashioned way!

507-451-0976

Auto Detailing

“Be more concerned with your 
character than your reputation, 

because your character is 
what you really are, 

while your reputation is merely 
what others think you are”-Rick Wooden

(    507-451-3813
*  rgnemi@outlook.com
b   rickgnemiforsteelecountycommissioner.com
Contributions towards my campaign are greatly 

appreciated! You may send them to: 
404 S. Cedar Avenue O Owatonna MN 55060

(

Prepared and paid for by Rick Gnemi for Steele County Commissioner - 3rd District - 404 S Cedar Ave, Owatonna MN 55060

Steele County Commissioner - 3rd District
Just say “NO” to Status Quo, and “YES”  to Stopping Spending in Excess! 
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1369 Cherry Street 
 

July 23rd  

Oct. 1st 

Music on the Patio 
Come to relax & enjoy the view! 

6-9 p.m. 
Saturday, July 23rd ~ Dave Williams & Ryan Gillespie 

Friday, September 9th ~ Piano Bar with Becky & Muriah 
Saturday, September 24th ~ Walter’s Wheelhouse  

Saturday, October 1st ~ Kozy Lil’ Duo 
Saturday, October 8th ~ Becky Borneke 
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Oct. 8th

Staff photo by awni Hammer

Prairie clouds were hanging in the sky all day, giving it an overcast premonition of the autumn to 
come. The temperatures cooled to 65º. 

Tuesdays with Minnesota 



2016 Steele County Football

Week 3

Last week proved a good one 
for the volleyball team, as they 
won a pair of matches, one a 
three-game sweep and another 
in four games.  In both matches, 
I thought the girls stayed pretty 
aggressive and communicated 
with each other pretty well. 
Play at the net by the hitters 
Marissa Larson, Sam Wurst, 
and Courtney Wobschall stayed 
consistent and steady.

 Wobschall also ran off an 
impressive string of serving 
points in the fourth game of the 
USC match to come within just 
a few ace serves of a Blossom 
record. All in all, it was a good 
week for the girls, and they will 
need that play this week with a 
couple of tough matches on the 
schedule, starting with Kenyon-
Wanamingo at home last night.   
The Knights are undefeated so 
far this season, and the Blos-
soms play powerhouse Bethle-
hem Academy Thursday night.  
I can’t even remember the last 
time a Blossom volleyball team 
defeated the Cardinals.  BP cer-
tainly has its work cut out for it.

It wasn’t a pretty win for 
the Blossom football team at 
St. Clair last Friday, but the 
defense dominated play after a 
couple of very big plays from 
the Cyclones.  The screen pass 
and the kickoff-return for a 
touchdown really were the only 
real offensive threats  from the 
home team.  I think most fans 
would bemoan the many penal-
ties in the game, as it turned 
into a veritable carnival of er-
rors at times. 

St. Clair probably realized 
that the team would have to 
resort to some tricks to stay in 
the game, and a three-man front 
with blitzing linebackers on 
every play became their plan.  
It worked occasionally, but 
quarterback Seth Peterson still 
managed to complete enough 
passes to reach 200 yards 
through the air.

The locals had five big penal-
ties in the first quarter, and both 
teams piled up almost fifteen 
miscues by game’s end.  The 
Blossoms know that avoiding 
penalties will be high on their 
list on things to work on, as 
they prepare for this Friday’s 
contest at home against Janes-
ville-Waldorf-Pemberton.  The 
locals outscored the Bulldogs 
at Janesville last year, despite 
fumbling four times in that 
game, and BP fans will be look-
ing for a more disciplined game 
this time around. The team will 
be looking for the third win of 
the season.

The cross country teams also 
had another good week.  Both 
the boys and girls won a four 
team invitational on the home 
course, and Alec Ille took first 
individually for the second year 
straight.  It was great, also, to 
note that the girls were able to 
field a full team, and that an 
injured Alison Pryor was able 
to see action.  She has been 
hobbled with a bad knee since 
before the season began.  A 
tip of the hat this week goes 
to the cross country teams for 
their fine showing on the home 
course.

Out and about

D Section Tuesday, September 20, 2016www.steeledodgenews.com

FootballFrenzy
NRHEG                              30
W-E-M                                22

Page 5D

Owatonna                       10
Fairbault                          21

Page 2D

Blooming Prairie        34
St. Clair                      16

Page 3D

Medford             44
Loyola Catholic   0

                              Page 4D

Another 
good 
week Hail to the victors

Photo courtesy of Kathy Piller

Wide receiver Colin Lerum returns a punt down the sideline early in the first half of Blooming Prairie’s matchup against St. Clair on Friday, Sept. 16. The Blossoms won 
the game 34-16. For complete results of the Awesome Blossoms, turn to page 3D. 

Staff photo by Kylie Rice

Panthers running back Perry Peterson looks to cut upfield again  W-E-M on Friday, Sept. 16. NRHEG won 30-22. For complete results, turn to page 5D. 

LINES
Continued on page 6D
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Owatonna

Fairbault traps Huskies 21-10

Staff photos by Josh Zimmer

Falcons running back Felipe Ramirez runs through an arm tackle of Owatonna’s Zach Mensink Friday, Sept. 16. Ramirez rushed for 142 yards and a touchdown in the 21-10 win over Owatonna. 

By JOSH ZIMMER 
Sports Editor

Football has always been 
known as a game of inches. 
One false step in either direction 
could make the difference be-
tween a tackle for loss or a long 
touchdown. While Owatonna 
had a few steps in the right di-
rection, it just wasn’t enough to 
capture their second win. 

The Huskies fell to the Fair-
bault Falcons 21-10 in a non-di-
vision, non-conference matchup 
Friday night at Bruce Smith field 
in Fairbault. Defensive coordi-
nator Marc Achterkirch said that 
the battles in the trenches was 
the big key tonight. 

“They (Fairbault) came ready 
to play tonight. They won in 
the trenches. I thought their of-
fensive line did a good job,” he 
added. 

Early in the game, there was 
a feeling that the defense was 
fixing to put together another 
impressive performance. On just 
third play of the game, Falcons 

running back Felipe Ramirez 
coughed up the football deep in 
Falcon territory. The fumble was 
recovered by Owatonna, giving 
the Huskies great field position 
to strike first. 

The Huskies again had great 
field position on two straight 
possessions as a Falcons punt 
gained zero net yards. However, 
quarterback Jacob Gauthier’s 
pass would be intercepted by 
Ramirez. 

The Falcons Wing-T offense 
appeared to fool the eyes of some 
of the Huskies defenders at time, 
allowing for chunks of yardage 
to be quickly accumulated. Fal-
cons’ wide receiver Ryan Teske 
took a reverse around the left 
end for 25 yards on the second 
play of the drive. The momen-
tum for the Falcon offense ap-
peared to start building. 

After quarterback Kade Hart 
rambled for 13 yards, the Fal-
cons turned to its bulldozer in 
Ramirez. The senior would gain 
20 yards on six carries that was 
capped by a five-yard touch-

down run late in the first quarter.  
Ramirez rushed for 142 yards 
on 35 carries unofficially on the 
night. 

After another bad Falcons’ 
punt midway through the sec-
ond quarter, the Huskies were in 
good field position to finally put 
a drive together. Guided by the 
legs of sophomore running back 
Jason Williamson, the Huskies 
orchestrated a 10-play, 52 yard 
drive that was capped off by a 
14-yard Gauthier touchdown 
pass to Dalton Kubista. With an 
Aiden Buryska PAT, the Huskies 
took a 7-6 lead. 

Unfortunately, the lead was 
short lived. A missed read defen-
sively opened the door for Hart 
to burst into the second level on 
his way to a 70-yard touchdown 
run-putting the score at 12-7 af-
ter a missed conversion attempt.  
Hart finished the evening with 
112 yards on 6 carries. 

The second half was much 
like the first defensively for the 
Huskies. They just didn’t have 
an answer for the rushing attack. 

After a Buryska 27-yard field 
goal shortened the lead to 12-
10, the Falcons went right back 
to the misdirection. On a 2 and 
8, Teske would take a toss down 
the home sideline on his way to 
a 46-yard scamper-extending 
the Fairbault lead to 18-10. 

Taking over with just min-
utes left, the Falcons continued 
to grind not only the clock but 
the football-wearing down the 
Huskies front seven. On Fair-
bault’s final drive of the eve-
ning, Ramirez rushed the ball 12 
times for 41 yards. After a brief 
stoppage to figure out a mishap 
with the clock, the Huskies de-
fense showed some grit after 
stopping the bruising back just 
short of the first down. 

However, on the Huskies final 
opportunity to create some sort 
of momentum, the theme of not 
being able to get into a rhythm 
showed up one last time. With 
just seconds left on the clock, 
the Falcons delivered the final 
blow as Gauthier was sacked in 
the end zone for a safety.  

With the Huskies traveling to 
take on a strong Northfield team 
this week, Achterkirch said its 
all about playing the next snap. 

“We just have to regroup, get 
the kids refocused, get them 
ready for that game plan going 
in and getting back to funda-
mentals,” he added. “There are 
a lot of games left. Our kids got 
to learn from this and got to get 
better.”

Owatonna travels to North-
field for a conference clash Fri-
day. Kickoff is set for 7 p.m. 

Box Score
FIRST QUARTER
F—Felipe Ramirez 5-yard run 
(kick blocked), 1:25
SECOND QUARTER
O—Dalton Kubista 14-yard 
pass from Jacob Gauthier (Aid-
an Buryska kick), 6:22
F—Kade Hart 70-yard run (pass 
fail), 4:45
THIRD QUARTER
O—Buryska 27 field goal, 7:17

F—Ryan Teske 46 run (kick 
good), 6:04
FOURTH QUARTER
F- Gauthier sack (Safety) 0:07

Team Stats (unofficial
PASSING- O 81YDS, F 34 
YDS. 
RUSHING- O 154 YDS, F 342 
YDS
TURNOVERS- O 1, F 2. 

Individual stats
Passing- Gauthier: 13-22, 81 
yards, TD, INT
Rushing- Williamson: 22 car-
ries, 125 yards
Mitch Weise: one carry, four 
yards
Gauthier: 4 carries, 12 yards
Griffin Thorn: 4 carries 13 yards. 
Receiving- Kubista: 2 catches, 
13 yards, TD
Budach: 3 catches 13 yards
Williamson: 3 catches, 23 yards
Ethan DeKam: one catch, 22 
yards
Alex Raichle: one catch, five 
yards
Thorn: one catch, two yards. 

Huskies running back Jason Williamson is driven back by Fairbault linebacker Felipe Ramirez late 
in the third quarter on Friday. Williamson finished with 125 ya ds rushing on the night. 

Huskies defensive tackle Chandler Buckhalter (67) tackles Fairbauly wide receiver Ryan Teske in 
the first quarter of action Frida . Buckhalter would unoffically finish with 9 nine tackles on th ight. 
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Blossoms tame Cyclones

Photos courtesy of Kathy Piller

(From left to right): Nick THompson (59), Nick Piller (5), Dylan Nirk (75), anad Bradley Staska (63) attack the Cyclones offense riday, Sept. 16 in St. Clair. The Awesome Blossoms allowed 230 yards of 
total offense in the 34-16 win.

By LEMAR NELSON 
Staff Sports Writer

The Awesome Blossom foot-
ball team overpowered a blitzing 
St. Clair defense and overcame 
numerous penalties, especially 
in the first half, to earn a 34-16 
victory over the Cyclones Fri-
day, Sept. 16.  Except for two 
big plays by the home team, the 
Blossoms pitched a shutout to 
raise their season record to 2-1.

Penalties erased one touch-
down for the locals and stopped 
at least two other drives in the 
contest.  BP had 5 penalties in 
the first quarter, including two 
holding calls and a facemask 
penalty.  St. Clair didn’t go un-
scathed either, as it had three 
penalties in the reckless first 

quarter. 
“We won the game, but we 

certainly didn’t play our best,” 
commented Coach Chad Gim-
bel.  “We had way too many 
penalties, and we had a little 
trouble protecting our quarter-
back against a defense that had 
three down linemen and blitzed 
linebackers on every play.”

BP fumbled on its first pos-
session,  but the second time 
the Blossoms had the ball, they 
marched from their own 31 to 
score a touchdown, with quar-
terback Seth Peterson finding 
Colin Lerum in the end zone 
corner for 14 yards.  Brad Stas-
ka, who had a great night kick-
ing, made the first of four extra 
points for a 7-0 lead.  Staska’s 
only extra point miss came after 

the fifth touchdown on a high 
snap from center, and he also 
had a touchback on a kickoff.

BP”s lead didn’t last long, 
as Noah Schruin took the kick-
off at the 20 and broke out of a 
cluster of Blossom tacklers to 
go 80 yards and a touchdown.  
The two-point conversion run 
succeeded, and the home team 
had an 8-7 lead.

Max Romeo culminated a 
three-play drive beginning on 
the St. Clair 48 to retake the lead 
at 14-8.  A facemask penalty and 
pass interference moved the ball 
to the 14, and Romeo ran 14 
yards for the score. BP scored 
another touchdown at the 2:48 
mark, when Lucas Noble ran 
two yards  and the touchdown.  
A 33-yard pass from Peterson to 

Noble highlighted the drive.  BP 
led 21-8 at the half.

Another big play early in the 
third quarter saw Michael An-
derson taking a screen pass from 
the Cyclone 16 and running 84 
yards to the BP two.  He scored 
two plays later, and BP led just 
21-16.  Connor Getchell got 
those points back, culminating 
another nine-play drive at 6:42 
on a two-yard burst and a 28-16 
edge. 

The Blossoms ended the scor-
ing with just under three minutes 
left in the third quarter.  Peterson 
found Getchell over the middle 
for 40 yards to cap a four-play 
drive.  Both teams saw drives 
fizzle in the last quarter with 
St. Clair’s last drive stopped by 
a pass interception from safety 

Ben Smith.
Except for the two big plays, 

BP dominated the defense, al-
lowing the home team just 230 
yards, 77 in the air.  BP had 
445 yards of total offense, 243 
on the ground and 202 passing.  
Romeo clicked off 131 yards, 
and Getchell almost made 100 
yards with 92 rushing.  Peter-
son connected on 16 of 34 pass 
attempts, but was under siege 
because of the blitzing Cyclone 
defense

As cornerback Zach Piller 
noted,  “They played a little 
different defense, and it took a 
little time for us to adjust to it.”  

Timmy Wolf said, “I think we 
handled the different defense all 
right.” 

Wyatt Grundmeier led the de-

fense with 8 tackles, and Piller 
had 6.  Romeo and Staska each 
added 5 tackles. 

“We made a lot of mistakes 
and took too many penalties,” 
Coach Gimbel repeated. “We 
have a lot to work on before 
the next game.” That game is 
a home contest against JWP on 
Friday, Sept. 23

Box score
BP                7   14   13    0=  34
ST Clair    8     0      8    0=   16

Individual stats
BP Rushing    243- Romeo 16 

for 131, Getchell 10 for 92
BP Passing  202- Peterson 16 

for 34  Receiving- Lerum 4 for 
59, Noble 3 for 46

Blossoms wide receiver Colin Lerum breaks a would-be tackle from a St. Clair defender after hauling in a Seth Peteson pass on Friday night on his way to a touchdown. Lerum finished with fo r catches 
for 59 yards and a touchdown. 

Blooming Prairie
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Steele County Commissioner
3RD DISTRICT

RICK GNEMI
Just say “NO” to Status Quo, and “YES”  to Stopping Spending in Excess! 

(    507-451-3813
*  rgnemi@outlook.com
b  rickgnemiforsteelecountycommissioner.com
Contributions towards my campaign are greatly 

appreciated! You may send them to: 
404 S. Cedar Avenue O Owatonna MN 55060

(

Prepared and paid for by Rick Gnemi 
for Steele County Commissioner - 3rd District

404 S Cedar Ave, Owatonna MN 55060

“Be more concerned with your 
character than your reputation, 

because your character is 
what you really are, 

while your reputation is merely 
what others think you are”

-Rick Wooden

Medford

Tigers maul Crusaders 

Staff photo by  Emily Schoenbeck

Medford Defensive tackle Mitch Borwege (71) and linebacker Joey Schull (50) await the snap during the second half of Medford’s matchup against Loyola Catholic. The Tigers defense allowed just 146 
yards of total offense in the 44-0 win.

By JOSH ZIMMER 
Sports Editor

From the season opener to the 
nail biter last week, the Medford 
football team has continued to 
progress in the right direction. In 
their third game of the year, you 
would have never known that 
the Tigers were 0-2 heading in. 

Behind 305 rushing yards, 
the Tigers jaunted to an impres-
sive 44-0 shutout victory over 
Loyola Catholic Friday. Head 
coach Jerome Johannes said that 
it felt good to notch the first one. 

“The guys worked real hard 
this game, and we knew this was 
a game we could win. They hun-
kered down and they made re-

ally good plays,” he said. 
This is Medford’s first win 

in over 20 games, breaking the 
streak of nearly three seasons 
without a win. Over the first
two games, senior running back 
Marcus DeLeon was the compo-
nent that enabled the Tigers to 
eclipse over 300 yards of total 
offense- the vast majority of it 
on the ground. Friday’s contest 
was no different. 

The senior toted the ball a 
team high 27 times for 189 yards 
and three touchdowns, pushing 
his rushing total to nearly 500 
yards in just three games. Aside 
from DeLeon, the Tigers saw 
four other ball carriers accumu-
late double-digit rushing totals. 

Bo Noble, had five carries for 
26 yards and the fourth rushing 
touchdown of the contest. 

While Johannes’ offense had 
the bulk of its success on the 
ground, quarterback Javis Von-
Ruden was efficient attacking 
the Loyola defense through the 
air. He was methodical through-
out, completing seven of his 12 
attempts for 100 yards and two 
touchdowns. 

VonRuden’s favorite target on 
the night was wide receiver Alex 
Gengler. The junior caught eight 
passes for 44 yards. Ty Devoe 
and Nate Meixner each hauled 
in a VonRuden touchdown pass. 

Defensively, the Tigers were 
rolling. Led by Nick Masso’s 13 

tackles, Medford allowed just 
146 yards of total offense and 
held the Crusaders scoreless. 
Tanner Barbeau recovered the 
lone turnover of the contest, and 
Johannes’ defensive front seven 
registered 3 sacks on the night. 

It seemed like the Tigers 
were finally putting everything 
together. After the win, coach 
Johannes said that this was the 
ultimate team win. 

“This was a team effort to-
night-every single one. Every 
player got into the game and ev-
ery player did their responsibil-
ity. It’s nice to get a win but it 
was really nice to get a shutout. 

Looking into this week, the 
Tigers will face its bitter rivals 

in Bethlehem Academy- who 
Blooming Prairie blanked just 
two weeks ago 32-0. Johannes 
said that they are looking to add 
another win. 

“It’s a big rivalry game and 
we’re looking to continue this 
roll and hopefully get a streak 
going,” he added. 

Box Score
Loyola Catholic 0   0   0 0    0
Medford           12 16 16 0  44

Team stats
Passing: LC 36, M 100
Rushing: LC 110, M 305
Turnovers: LC 1, M 1

Individual Stats
Passing: VonRuden- 7 for 12, 

100 yards, 2 TD’s
Rushing: DeLeon- 27 carries, 

189 yards, 3 TD’s; Meixner- 7 
carries, 45 yards; VonRuden- 3 
carries, 31 yards; Noble- 5 car-
ries, 26 yards, TD; Jerone Cha-
vis- 4 carries, 14 yards.

Receiving: Devoe- 2 catches, 
14 yards, TD; Meixner- 1 catch, 
14 yards, TD; Gengler- 8 catch-
es, 44 yards; DeLeon- 2 catches, 
28 yards. 

Defense- Nick Masso 13 tack-
les, sack; Bud Haefs 6 tackles, 
sack; Greg Larson 5 tackles; 
Mitchell Borwege .5 sacks; Josh 
Schauer .5 sacks. 

Staff photo by  Emily Schoenbeck

Tigers quarteback Javis VonRuden and wide receiever Alex Gengler await to go back onto the field during Me ford’s match up against Loyola Catholic. The duo connected eight times for 44 yards in the 
44-0 Tigers win. 

Defense holds Loyola Catholic to 146 total yards in shutout
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NRHEG

Panthers top W-E-M in 30-22 win

Staff photos by Kylie Rice

Panthers junior running back Perry Peterson looks to cut upfield against Waterville-Elysian-Morristown on Friday, Sept. 16. Peterson’s 262 yards and 3 touchdowns propelled NRHEG to a 30-22 win. 

By LEMAR NELSON 
Staff Sports Editor

NRHEG upended an old nem-
esis Friday, Sept.  16, when they 
defeated WEM 30-22 on the 
home field.  After the Panthers 
took an early 6-0 lead, the Bucs 
went ahead 7-6 early in the sec-
ond quarter, and the teams ex-
changed scores to end the half in 
a 14-14 tie.

Perry Peterson ran 20 yards 
with under three minutes gone 
in the first quarter, but Tanner 
Ranslow caught a 23-yard pass 

just into the second quarter to 
put the visitors up 7-6. Peter-
son scored again for NRHEG 
with just over four minutes left 
in the half, but WEM tied the 
game just before the break on 
a 10-yard run by Brody Boran. 
The second half belonged to the 
Panthers.

As Coach Dan Stork com-
mented,  “We had two very good 
weeks of practice and have taken 
some steps forward. We still had 
a couple of miscues and need to 
stop turning the ball over, but 
we’re moving in the right direc-
tion.”

Halfway through the third 
quarter Peterson broke the tie 
by running the last yard for a 
touchdown.  The two-point con-
version pass from Sam Prigge to 
Brady Agrimson put the home 
team up 22-14.  The Panthers 
iced the game in the fourth quar-
ter on a 1-yard burst by Prigge. 
The two-point conversion gave 
NRHEG a 30-14 edge, and a 
touchdown and two-point con-
version for WEM with just un-
der four minutes left in the game 
narrowed the final margin. The 
winners controlled the clock for 
the last three plus minutes. 

Coach Stork added, “I thought 
both the offensive and defensive 
lines really controlled things to-
night.  WEM could not get their 
run game going, on which the 
Bucs build the offense.  Jack 
Schultz, Alex Buckmeier, Ag-
rimson, Hunter Knutson, and 
Jack Hogstad opened up some 
nice holes and executed assign-
ments well.  Perry Peterson took 
full advantage of that play, and 
he was a complete work horse 
once again.”

The team record improved 
to 2-1, with a trip to Winthrop 
for a contest with GFW is on 

tap this week for NRHEG.  The 
team will be looking for a third 
straight win in the 2016 season.

Box score
WEM        0 14 0 8  22
NRHEG    6   8 8 8  30

Team stats
Passing: WEM 200, NRHEG 34
Rushing: WEM 80, NRHEG 
296
Turnovers: WEM 1, NRHEG 1

Individual stats (NRHEG)

Passing: Prigge- 3 for 5, 34 
yards. 
Rushing: Peterson- 33 carries, 
262 yards, 3 TD’s; Sawyer 
VanMaldegham- 2 carries, 20 
yards; Noah Sletton- four car-
ries , 15 yards; Lucas Bailey- 1 
carry, 7 yards; Prigge- 7 carries, 
-8 yards. TD
Receiving: Cole Staloch- 2 
catches, 31 yards; Bailey- one 
catch, 3 yards. 
Defense: VanMaldegham- 6.5 
tackles; Alex Buckmeier- 6 tack-
les, sack, 1.5 TFL; Chad Agrim-
son- 2.5 tackles, sack, TFL

Above: Panthers quarterback Sam Prigge steps under center prior to the play againat W-E-M. Bottom: Perry Peterson (22) attempts 
to break a tackle from a W-E-M defensive lineman. Panthers wide reciever Cole Staloch can’t make the highlight reel 

catch on Friday. 

Follow us on 

@SteeleMN_Sports
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By LEMAR NEWLSON 
Staff Sports Writer

After 20 years of patrolling 
the sidelines at Blooming Prai-
rie high school football games, 
football athletic trainer Dr. Chad 
Eischens has decided to retire.  
He will let some younger per-
son take on the responsibility of 
tending to the on-field injuries of 
Blossom players.

It has been a fun and reward-
ing sidelight career for Eisch-
ens, but as he said recently, “I 
just wanted to sit in the stands 
for a change and be a fan.  Af-
ter my first game there, I knew 
I had made the right decision.  It 
really gives one a different per-
spective on the game and the ex-
citement that goes with it”.  He 
has already seen one game from 
that vantage point, and it was an 
enjoyable experience.

During his 20 years the side-
lines, both at home, and for the 
most part on the road, Eischens 

has banked many unforgettable 
memories.  Most of them have 
been satisfying and exhilarat-
ing, as he has been able to be an 
integral part of team successes.  
The Blossom football history 
over the past fifteen years has 
been remarkable, and Eischens 
is proud to have been a small 
part of it. 

 Eleven straight Conference 

titles, seven section final ap-
pearances, two trips to the state 
semi-finals in the Metrodome, 
and many seasons of plus ten-
win football have kept him en-
gaged and enthused about the 
Blossoms.  Very few schools can 
boast such a winning history. 

Eischens has seen a succes-
sion of exceptional quarter-
backs, such as Austin Moe, Craig 
Olson, Spencer Ohm, Luke 
Zellmer, and John Rumpza, just 
to name some of them, and that 
doesn’t count some extraordi-
nary pass receivers and running 
backs.  Through it all, Eischens 
has been on the sideline, taking 
care of the numerous injuries 
and giving words of encourage-
ment.  That includes too many 
injuries over the years to count.  
Several concussions, a couple 
of broken legs, and numerous 
bruises are among the less pleas-
ant parts of his service to the 
players.  However, probably the 
worst injury in his experience 

was a broken jaw sustained by 
Dylan Hatch.  That was a tough 
one for Eischens to get over.

Eischens has many highlights 
to remember about his 20 years 
as the Blossom trainer.  Two 
trips to the Metrodome, eleven 
conference titles, and numer-
ous section playoff appearances 
comprise many of them.  How-
ever, he maintains that one of his 
most memorable games was one 
the Blossoms lost in a section 
playoff game at Goodhue sever-
al years ago.  He still maintains 
that game will remain etched in 
his memory as unforgettable.   
Fortunately, the wins greatly 
outnumber the losses. 

As a fan in the stands, Eisch-
ens will still root for the Blos-
soms, enjoy the victories, and 
mourn the losses.  After all, he, 
like all of BP fans, is proud to be 
a Blossom.  He would have it no 
other way.

A derserving retirement

					     Div.      Overall	
	   
Lake Crystal-Wellcome Memorial		  1-0-0	 2-1 -0
NRHEG					     1-0-0	 2-1-0
Kenyon-Wanamingo			   0-0-0	 2-1-0
Maple River				    0-0-0	 2-1-0
Blue Earth Area				    0-0-0	 1-2-0
Medford					     0-0-0	 1-2-0
Waterville-Elysian-Morristown			  0-2-0	 1-2-0
LeSeur-Henderson				    0-0-0	 0-3-0

			 
					     Div.      Overall	
	   
Rushford-Peterson 				   2-0-0	 2-0 -0
Goodhue					    1-0-0	 2-0-0
Southland				    1-0-0	 2-0-0
Hayfield	 	 	 	 	 0-0-0	 1-1-0
Blooming Prairie				    0-1-0	 1-1-0
Fillmore Central				    0-1-0	 1-1-0
Wabasha-Kellogg				    0-1-0	 1-1-0
Kingsland					    0-1-0	 0-2-0

					     Div.      Overall	
	   
Rochester Mayo				    2-0-0	 3-0-0
Northfield		 	 	 	 0-0-0	 3-0-0
Owatonna				    1-0-0	 1-2-0
Rochester John Marshall			   1-1-0	 1-1-0
Rochester Century				    0-1-0	 1-2-0
Austin  					     0-2-0	 0-3-0

Mid Southeast-West

South Central-Blue

Big Southeast-Red

Prep Preview

Football State Rankings

Class 1A
1. Minneota
2. Minneapolis 
North
3. Rushford-
Peterson
4. Browerville
5. BOLD

*Receiving votes: 
Wabasso, 
Fillmore Centural

Class 2A
1. Caledonia
2. Barnesville
3. Maple Lake
4. Moose Lake-
Willow Riv.
5. Eden Valley-
Watkins

*Receiving votes: 
Pilager, Evelth-
Gilbert

Class 5A
1. St. Michael-
Albertville
2. Spring Lake 
Park
3. Mahtomedi
4.Chanhassen
5. Mankato West

*Receiving votes: 
Elk River, 
Alexandria

Steele County Football Schedule

Blooming Prairie
Sept. 2... at Rushford-Peterson 
L 26-6
Sept. 9... vs. Bethlehem Academy 
W 32-0
Sept. 16... at St. Clair W 34-16
Sept. 23... vs. J-W-P
Sept. 30... at Mankato Loyola
Oct. 7... vs. Medford
Oct. 14... at United South Central
Oct. 19... vs.Kenyon Wanamingo
Medford
Sept. 2… at Lewiston-Altura L 
41-0
Sept. 9... at JWP L 32-25
Sept. 16…vs. Mankato Loyola W 
44-0
Sept. 23… vs. Bethlehem 
Academy
Sept. 30… vs.  Kenyon 
Wanamingo
Oct. 7... at Blooming Prairie
Oct. 14... vs. St. Clair

Oct. 19... vs. United South Central
NRHEG
Sept. 2… vs. Mayer Lutheran L 
36-13
Sept. 9... at Lester Prairie W 39-31
Sept. 16… vs. WEM W 30-22
Sept. 23… at G-F-W
Sept. 30… vs. Sibley East
Oct. 7... at LeSueur-Henderson
Oct. 14…. vs Lake Crystal-WM
Oct. 19... at Maple River

Owatonna
Sept. 2... vs. Mankato West L 
34-19
Sept. 9... vs. Rochester JM W 
26-7
Sept. 16... at Fairbault L 21-10
Sept. 23... at Northfield
Sept. 30... vs. Austin
Oct. 7... Rochester Mayo
Oct. 14... at New Prague
Oct. 19... at Rochester Century

I would be the first to confess 
that I have never been a big fan 
of fancy or classic cars.  For 
me, a vehicle is simply trans-
portation, and I really don’t 
pay much attention to make or 
model.  That was my thinking, 
even while growing up. 

 Having said that, however, I 
will readily admit that the clas-
sic car show on Main Street last 
Saturday had some really jazzy 
and snazzy vehicles on display.  
The array of vehicles impressed 
onlookers a great deal, and it 
was quite a show. It was just 
one more event that showcased 
our community, and I hope it 
is something that we can offer 
again and again, and that it 
would grow in attendance and 
popularity.  

The Business After hours at 
the Boys and Girls club last 
wee, and the bike rodeo that 
was directed by the local police 
department and sponsored by 
Minimizer demonstrated two 
other activities to benefit and 
give publicity to our communi-
ty.  From a persona standpoint, 
I would have wished a few 
more businesses or residents to 
make an appearance at the open 
house, but I do so appreciate 
those who did find the time to 
stop in, look at the club, and 
enjoy snacks offered by the b 7 
G Board of directors

It sounds as if several good 
ides were advanced at the vol-
untary meeting with prelimi-
nary preparations for the giant 
150th anniversary celebration 
of our town over the Fourth of 
July holiday next year.  Al-
though this was just a first step 

Blooming Prairie wins second in a row
LINES: from page 1D

Photo courtsey of Kathy Piller

Blooming Prairie linebacker Zach Piller (5) and Tim Wolf (9) attempt to block a St. Clair punt on 
Friday. 

A great golf destination 
     to play, relax and enjoy!

Brooktree Golf Course, 
 an 18-hole championship golf course featuring:

phone: 444-2467

Staff photo by Mark DeLap

The Blossoms sideline seems emptier without a familar face in Dr. Chad Eischens. The Blooming chiropractor recently retired from 
being the BP athletic trainer after twenty years of service. 

in the preparations, it sounds 
like a good one. 

Congratulations to the king 
and queen candidates for this 
year’s homecoming celebra-
tion.  The weekend of October 
7and 8 will actually begin 
w3ith the annual coronation 
program on Monday, Oct. 3, 
and culminate with the annual 
Education Foundation banquet 
and Blossoms Forever annual 
recognitions for athletes and 
distinguished alumni. It should 
be a great week overall.  The 
Homecoming queen candi-
dates are Kylie Forystek, Laura 
Grant, Alison Pryor, Courtney 
Wobschall, and Leah Schiefert.  
The king candidates are Elijah 

Baker, Bryan Friestedt, Wyatt 
Grundmeier, Camden Heimer-
man, and Ben Smith.  

Good luck to all of the candi-
dates. Next Saturday, Sept. 24, 
the annual Punt, Pass, and Kick 
contest is scheduled for 3 p.m. 
at the football field. 

Fans of drama are saddened 
this week to learn that play-
wright Edward Albee died last 
week at age 88, in New York.  
Albee is one of the best known 
and controversial writers of dra-
ma in America, and he earned 
four Pulitzer prized (the highest 
writing ward in American lit-
erature.  His best known works 
are probably “Who’s Afraid of 
Virginia Woolf”,  “Zoo Story” 

and “A Delicate Balance”. 
He won two Tony Awards, 

was a Lincoln Center honoree 
in 1996, and was a member 
of The American Theater Hall 
of Fame.  He never became a 
favorite of playgoers, but his 
works always made them think, 
and he will always be remem-
bered by fns of the theater. 

Let’s close with this item 
to think about: Elections are 
a good deal like marriages.  
There’s no accounting for 
anyone’s taste.  Every time we 
see a bridegroom, we wonder 
why she ever picked him; it’s 
the same with public officials.  
Think that through, and we’ll 
talk again.

Dr. Chad Eischens

Source: Northstarfootballnews.com
Rankings as of Sept. 19

Week four brings an oppo-
runity for three of the Steele 
County football teams the 
chance to build onto their win 
streak. For one school, it gives 
them a chance to regroup after a 
painful loss last Friday. 

Owatonna 
The Huskies (1-2) will be on 

the road against Northfield as 
they look to regroup from a 21-
10 loss to AAAA Fairbault. 

In the Huskies lone win this 
season, sophomore running 
back Jason Williamson rushed 
nearly 40 times for roughly 240 
yards. 

The Raiders (3-0) will look 
to continue their winning ways 
on Friday. Northfield defeated 
Mankato East 23-8 last friday. 

Medford
Coming off their first win in 

nearly three years, the Tigers 
will look to continue the offen-
sive fire that has been on display 
in spurts this season. 

Medford will travel to Fair-
bault to take on Bethlehem 
Academy. 

The Cardinals,who lost to 
Blooming Prairie 32-0 eariler in 
the season, is coming off a 35-0 
loss the Kenyon-Wanamingo. 

NRHEG
The Panthers will take their 

two game winning streak on the 
road to face GFW. 

Last Friday, the rushing attack 
led by Perry Peterson continued 
to show its strength. The junior 
rushed for nearly 270 yards on 
33 carries. 

Blooming Prairie
Now that BP has handled St. 

Clair rather easily for the second 
straight season, attention fo-
cuses on a home contest against 
Janesville-Waldorf-Pemberton. 
Although the Blossoms turned 
the ball over four times last sea-
son, it didn’t stop the BP offense 
from scoring 39 points to im-
prove their season record to 3-1.  
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Mike’s
Ag & Truck Tire
REPAIR

870 32 Ave. NW, Owatonna
Emergency or on the farm repair

507-455-0388
(After hours 507-455-0483)

Prepared and paid for by Schindler for Minnesota House. 
Diane Landass, Treasurer. 1240 Wright Drive, Albert Lea, MN 56006

Strong Enough to Lead,
Smart Enough to Listen.

Gary Schindler 5x7 Card.indd   1 3/17/16   8:48 PM

Prepared and paid for by Schindler for Minnesota House. 
Diane Landass, Treasurer. 1240 Wright Drive, Albert Lea, MN 56006

Strong Enough to Lead,
Smart Enough to Listen.

Gary Schindler 5x7 Card.indd   1 3/17/16   8:48 PM

Prepared and paid for by Schindler for Minnesota House. 
Diane Landass, Treasurer. 1240 Wright Drive, Albert Lea, MN 56006

Strong Enough to Lead,
Smart Enough to Listen.

Gary Schindler 5x7 Card.indd   13/17/16   8:48 PM

Steele County Commissioner - 3rd District
Prepared and paid for by Rick Gnemi for Steele County Commissioner - 3rd District - 404 S Cedar Ave, Owatonna MN 55060

Best Tire 
Service  

in the 
 Field

Personal • Farm • Business • Tires • Brakes • Road Service • Exhaust
211 W. Main•Owatonna•507-451-3084

www.Harlandstire.com  
email: harlandstire@gmail.com

Open Mon.-Fri. 7 - 5:00; Sat. 8 - Noon

Locally Owned

FLOOR TECH

Call Us Now for a Consultation!
Tim Wacek • 583-2276 • 322 E. Main, Blooming Prairie  I  Derek Reichl • 552-1637 • 2201 E. Main St., Albert Lea

Your source for all your flooring needs

Carpet • Vinyl • Wood Laminate • Ceramic

Trusted Experience
Prepared and paid for by Petersburg Campaign Committee, 700 19th Ave. NE, Waseca, MN 56093

Re-elect 

$5offWhen your bill is $40 or more
Coupon not valid with any other offers

$40

Come take a look at our new menu!

4455 W. Frontage Road 
Owatonna, MN

Come take a look at our new menu!

Open Daily 11 a.m. - 10 p.m.

507.444.0303

Open Daily 11 a.m. - 10 p.m.

Come take a look at our new menu!

Open Daily
11 a.m. - 10 p.m.

455 W. Frontage Road 
- Owatonna -507 - 444 - 0303

Football Contest Rules
Contest: There will be 30 games each week during the contest, which begins Sept. 9 and runs for 12 weeks. 

How to win: Pick the team you think will win each game listed in the below advertisements. Write the team’s name in the 
blank with the corresponding number. Cut out the entry blank and enter to: Steele County Times, P.O. Box 247, Blooming Prairie, 
MN 55917 or drop off at our office at 411 E. Main St. in Bloomi
Prairie. You may enter in person, mail or by e-mail to bptimes@
frontiernet.net. It must be postmarked no later than 5 p.m. 
Friday. You must enter a score in the Tie-Breaker game or you 
will be disqualified

What you win: The Times will award a $10 gift car to 
the Kernal Restaurant, in Owatonna to the person correctly 
predicting the most winners from the games listed. The person 
with the most correct games throughout the 12 week contest 
will be awarded a subscription to the Steele County Times ($38 
value) and a Chanhassen Dinner Theatre ticket for two ($175 
value). An additional prize will be awarded if the winner correctly 
picks the outcome of all 30 games. Ties will be broken by the 
score of the Tie-Breaker game. All decisions by the judges 
are final. The contest is open to anyone age 14 and above,
excluding staff and family members of Bussler Publishing, Inc.
or Dodge Media, Inc.

	 1_ ___________________
	 2_ ___________________
	 3_ ___________________
	 4_ ___________________
	 5_ ___________________
	 6_ ___________________
	 7_ ___________________
	 8_ ___________________
	 9_ ___________________
	10_ ___________________
	11_ ___________________
	12_ ___________________
	13_ ___________________
	14_ ___________________
	15_ ___________________

	16_ ___________________
	17_ ___________________
	 8_ ___________________
	19_ ___________________
	20_ ___________________
	21_ ___________________
	22_ ___________________
	23_ ___________________
	24_ ___________________
	25_ ___________________
	26_ ___________________
	27_ ___________________
	28_ ___________________
	29_ ___________________
	30_ ___________________

Name_____________________________
Address___________________________
Phone_ ___________________________

ENTRY FORM

*Tie-Breaker Score_ ________________ *

STEELE COUNTY TIMES 2016 
FOOTBALL CONTEST

This week’s winner is Mary Ann Grunklee with 7 wrong. 

CORKY EBELINGVOTE FOR EXPERIENCE!

STEELE COUNTY
COMMISSIONER

Prepared and paid for by Corky Ebeling,  950 Olympic Hills Place, Owatonna, MN 55060

PASSION – LEADERSHIP

 VISION – COMMITMENT

1 - JWP @ Blooming Prairie

OPEN 
24 HOURS

495 West N. Street, Owatonna
507-451-7220 • www.cashwise.com

2 - Medford @ Bethlehem Academy

3 - NRHEG @ GFW

4 - Maple River @ LPHT 

5 - United South Central @ St. Clair

7 - Grand Meadow @ Lyle-Pacelli 9 - Triton @ Caledonia 11 - Colorado State @ Minnesota

13 - Iowa @ Rutgers 15 - Wisconsin @ Michigan State 17 - San Jose State @ Iowa State

21 - Arizona @ Buffalo 23 - Baltimore @ Jacksonville

27 - Washington @ New York Giant

28 - Los Angeles @ Tampa Bay

19 - Nebraska @ Northwestern

THIS ISN’T JUST A GAME
IT’S A WAY OF LIFE

SHOWN: .925 STERLING SILVER & 14K GOLD CHARMS 
INTRICATELY ENGRAVED WITH NFL TEAM LOGOS

507-451-0301
685 W BRIDGE ST #8, OWATONNA

MON-WED & FRI:10-6
THURSDAYS:10-8
SATURDAY:10-3

Sales • Service • Rentals • Leasing
800 - 722 - 1282   www.garlickswater.com

6 - LeSeuer @ WEM

8 - Owatonna @ Northfield 10 - Austin @ Mankato West 12 - Nevada @ Purdue

14 - Penn State @ Michigan 16 - Wake Forest @ Indian 18 - Duke @ Notre Dame

22 - Oakland @ Tennessee 24 - Detroit @ Green Bay

29 - New York Jets @ Kansas City

30 - Chicago @ Dallas (*Tiebreaker)

20 - Georgia @ Ole Miss

Blooming Prairie 
Bus Company 

 Be on time!

Bus Company 

25 - Denver @ Cincinnati

26 - Minnesota @ Carolina

Check out our expanding 
health food sections, organic 

produce & fresh meat department

831 S. Oak Ave, Owatonna
Grocery - 507-451-1550   Meat - 507-451-0071

Super Coupon
Purchase $50.00 worth of groceries

Receive a $10.00 Gift Card for your next purchase

Owatonna Fareway Only 
Excludes Tabacco & Lottery

Expires 11/3/15

SpeCtrum  
Chia SeedS

$7.99
12 oz Bag

Calbee  
Snapea

3.3 oz  
Bag

2
for312 ct box

QueSt  
protein barS

24.44

blue diamond  
nut thinS

4.25 oz Box  
Excludes Artisian

2
for5

#59008

$0.77 

WaShington gala, 
granny Smith, Fuji  

or braeburn appleS
per pound

1011 Hoffman Drive
Owatonna

507-451-2585
www.kernelrestaurant.com1011 Hoffman Drive • Owatonna • 451-2585Open 5:00 AM to 9 PM daily

Homemade pies, cakes, 
soups and chili

www.kernelrestaurant.com



402 E Main St 
Blooming Prairie (507) 583-6604

w w w . t t - m o t o r c y c l e s . c o m
UTV’s & ATV’s!

D Section Tuesday, September 20, 2016www.steeledodgenews.com
Living

You’re invited
to our

Annual Fall Duck Bash
STEELE COUNTY DUCKS UNLIMITED

1 0 - 0 6 - 2 0 1 6 Ritchie Brothers auction buildingDoors open at 5 pm • Torey’s buffet at 6 pm

To  p u r c h a s e  t i c k e t s  o n - l i n e :
www.ducks.org/minnesota/events/42788/steele

Over 30
 guns raffeled!
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Cumberlands Trapping Supply

By JOSH ZIMMER 
Sports Editor

For Jade and Jeremy Cumber-
land, the trapping industry has 
always has been a part of their 
lives. So it was fitting that the 
two brothers would take over for 
the family business from their 
father three years ago.

“We just both worked here 
growing up. So when our dad 
retired, it was kind of natural,” 
said Jade. 

Prior to Jade and Jeremy’s 

father taking over the business, 
their grandfather was the sole 
owner of the company. Started 
in 1965, Cumberlands Trapping 
Supply was the one-stop shop 
for anything that avid fur trap-
pers possibly needed. 

Now, the once tiny Steele 
County company now has a na-
tionwide reach. 

“We wholesale to the entire 
country. We distribute traps out 
of our warehouse onto trucks 
destined for states across the 
country,” said Jeremy. “We also 

fulfill and ship retail orders.” 
As for trappers in the Steele 

County area, the shops have 
plenty of distinctive traps for the 
various types of animals in the 
southern Minnesota landscape. 
The two most popular are snares 
or foot-hold traps. 

Snares are easily accessible 
in terms of the set-up due to it 
being solely a noose-like rope or 
wire. It can be placed anywhere 
in a landscape-whether it’s the 
wetlands trapping beavers or in 
the woodlands going after rac-

coons. Foot-hold traps are the 
stereotypical traps that you may 
have seen in movies like Fox 
and the Hound or other cartoons. 

These types of traps are typi-
cally designed for bigger ani-
mals that may have the power 
to rip through a snare. The trap 
works by having a plate that is 
triggered by a pin. The two ends 
must be collapsed on each side 
in order to set the pin, however. 
A trapper would set the trap, and 
then would cover the top of it 
with some brush or other foliage 
to hide the steel from the sight 
of the animals. The moment an 
animal steps on the plate, the pin 
releases, making the two edges-
that are often rigid- fold back up 
“trapping” the animals leg and 
in some cases even crushing the 
bone. 

Due to the various types of ter-
rain that can be utilized here, in 
Minnesota, as well as the types 
of animals, each method can be 
effective. However, Jeremy said 
that snares are one of the more 
popular tools to use during the 
wintertime. 

“It’s a little more of an effec-
tive tool than a foot-hold trap,” 
he added. 

Some of the animals that can 
be trapped on the Minnesota 
Landscapes are raccoons, mink, 
muskrats and beavers. Jade 
mentioned that coyotes and fox-
es are starting to become more 

prevalent.
“Twenty years ago, we 

weren’t buying as many coyote 
furs that we are now,” he said. 

Going on 52 years of serving 
the community, Jade and Jeremy 
both agreed that there is a high 
level of satisfaction that comes 
with taking over the family busi-
ness. 

“What I like most about it is 
that we’ve known our custom-
ers our whole lives basically. In 
a lot of cases, guys who are our 
age, their grandpa dealt with our 
grandpa. So as our business has 
switched through the genera-
tions, our customers have too.” 
He said. 

He also added that there is a 
sense of community that comes 
with being a trapper. 

“Trapping is a close knit com-
munity because there isn’t a lot 
of us left anymore,” Jade added. 

Family business supply trappers for more than 50 years 

112 Hwy 218 S • Blooming Prairie
507-583-9900

Staff photo by Josh Zimmer

(From left to right): Brothers Jeremy and Jade Cumberland stand in front of thier large trap on the 
premisis of Cumberland Trapping Supply. The company has been in operation of more than 50 
years. 

Ducks Unlimited to host 
annual fall bash

By JOSH ZIMMER 
Sports Editor

The Steele County chapter 
for Ducks Unlimited is gearing 
up for its 44th annual Fall Duck 
Bash.

Ducks Unlimited volunterr 
Bob Hoen said that there will be 
numerous activites for people in 
attendance to participate in. 

“We got a number of raffles. 
We’re giving away 34 guns or 
so. We also have live auction 
and silent auctions,” he said. 

He also mentioned that there 
will be numerous raffles and 
games for people in attendance 
throughout the event. 

Some of the items that are to 
be auctioned off will be apparel 
of the Ducks Unlimited brand, 
prints, and firearms. 

Hoen said that last year, they 
had a paid bus trip from the 
Owatonna Bus company but is 
unsure if that prize is returning. 

The remainders of items left 
for the auction were donated by 
various businesses in town. 

“We have leafblowers, duck 
decoys,- a lot of various things,” 
he added. 

The foundation’s shotgun of 
the year, a Beretta A400 Xplor, 
and Springfield 1911, will be 
available as part of the raffle as 
well. 

They will also have a kids’ 
section for those who will in at-
tendance. 

Hoen said that there will be 

about five activites set up, and 
that each of them will receive a 
blow gun. 

Hoen said that with each of 
the kids receiving a blow gun, 
that 30% of the firearms for the 
evening will be already gone be-
fore the auction starts. 

They orginally held the event 
at the Eagles club over the years 
,but for the last four years have 
used the Richie Brothers auction 
facility.

“It’s a little more room and 
we’re able to get more guests in 
there,” he added. 

Tickets for the event cost $40  
and will close sales by Oct. 5.

Hoen said you dont have to be 
a hunter to enjoy what the night 
has to offer. 

“Its a family event. Not just 
for hunters. 

Rustic, western, and wildlife decor for cabins, homes, and lodges.

w w w . t h e c a b i n s h a c k . c o m
507-451-7607  

4707 Cedar Avenue N. Owatonna
www.nwtrappers.com  

email: trappers@nwtrappers.com

Cumberland’s
 Northwest Trappers Supply, Inc

- Large Selection of  
Traps & Trapping supplies

- Snow Shoes/Lacrosse Pac Boots
- Huge Selections of Tanned Furs

*We buy Deer, Beef Hides, Wool & Wild Fur*We buy Deer & Beef Hides, Wool & Wild Fur
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