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Surprise end in murder trial
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By HOWARD LESTRUD
Staff Writer

Three operating levy questions are being brought to 
Blooming Prairie School District 756 voters on Tuesday, 
Nov. 7.

By RICK BUSSLER
Publisher

The Steele County Board 
will not get its top choice to 
be the next county admin-
istrator.

Last week Michael Plan-
te, current administrator 
with Wabasha County, noti-
fied Steele County that he 
did not want the job after 
reaching an impasse dur-
ing contract negotiations. 
Board chair James Brady 
and interim county admin-
istrator Janice Fransen han-
dled negotiations for the 
county. 

“I wasn’t able to work 
things out personally or 
contractually,” Plante told 
the Times. “It’s an excel-
lent organization and a 
great community, but it just 
didn’t work out,” he said.

Plante’s decision came 
just a week after former 
county administrator Lau-
ra Elvebak filed a lawsuit 
against the county board. 
She claims the board has 
sexually discriminated, 
violated open meeting laws 
and violated the Minnesota 
Whistleblower Act.

Asked if the lawsuit had 

any bearing on his deci-
sion to reject the job, Plante 
firmly said, “No, it didn’t.”

Plante, who grew up 
in Owatonna, has always 
wanted to get back to Steele 
County. “I was extremely 
interested in the position, 
but it just didn’t work out 
right now, unfortunately,” 
he said. 

He plans to continue fo-
cusing his efforts on Waba-
sha County where he has 
worked for the past seven 
years. “I work for a great 
organization and I have 
great citizens to work for,” 
Plante said. 

The board is expected to 
take up the issue of what to 
do next at its regular board 
meeting Sept. 26. 

The other finalists pre-
viously identified by the 
county when they chose 
Plante were Jennifer Bro-
meland, city administrator 
for Jackson and Scott Gold-
berg, the environmental 
services director for Steele 
County.  All three had been 
interviewed and introduced 
during a public meet-and-
greet on Sept. 13.

By RICK and KYRIE BUSSLER
Staff Writers 

In a surprise move, the two men accused of 
murder admitted their involvement in Steele 
County District Court last week, bringing an 
end to one of the murder trials that had been 
in the midst of jury selection.

On Thursday, Cyrus Noel Trevino, 22, en-
tered a guilty plea to second-degree murder. 
The next morning, his accomplice, Gerald 
Blevins, 38, also pleaded guilty to aiding and 
abetting second-degree murder. The two will 
be sentenced in separate hearings on Nov. 13.

As part of the plea bargain reached with 
prosecutors, Trevino is facing 27-32 years in 
prison while Blevins is looking at 12 ½ years 
in prison. However, Judge Joseph Bueltel will 
have the final say at November’s sentencing 
hearings. 

Trevino had the most to lose, as he could 

have faced life in prison without parole if he 
would have continued with his trial and been 
convicted of first-degree murder. 

“You never know how people are going to 
react when they have a lot to lose,” said Dan-
iel McIntosh, Steele County Attorney. “One 
of the benefits of a long jury selection is for 
people to see the true picture. The prosecu-
tion was ready to mount a big case with many 
witnesses,” he said. 

Jury selection began on Monday, Sept. 18 
and continued throughout the week for Tre-
vino’s trial. On Thursday, jury selection came 
to a stop when both sides announced they had 
reached a deal. 

McIntosh said prosecutors struck a deal 
with Blevins last Tuesday before anything 
was decided with Trevino.

Once it became apparent that Blevins was 
cooperating with prosecutors and ready to 
testify against Trevino, Trevino quickly de-

cided to the plea agreement. 
The plea deal, McIntosh said, ended up be-

ing the same offer that prosecutors had pro-
posed all along. 

McIntosh said even if Blevins had decided 
to not testify against Trevino, the prosecution 
still had a “good case” to go forward. But, 
McIntosh admitted, it would have definitely 
been a better case with the full testimony 
from Blevins. 

During their plea hearings last week, the 
two admitted in court how they killed Rich-
ard Jurgensen of Medford in June 2016 on a 
gravel road northeast of Owatonna. 

On Friday, Judge Bueltel, Blevins’ public 
defender Lauri Traub and special prosecutor 
David Miller of the Minnesota Attorney Gen-
eral’s Office led Blevins through his account 
of what had happened on the night of June 25 
when Jurgensen was shot and killed.

By RICK BUSSLER
Publisher

Visitors to the Steele County History Center in Owaton-
na found out last week just how super sized the rings are 
for Super Bowl champions. 

Staff photo: Rick Bussler
Steele County sheriff’s deputies lead Gerald Blevins out of the Steele County Courthouse in handcuffs Friday morning after he pleaded 
guilty to aiding and abetting second-degree murder. Both Blevins, and his co-defendant, Cyrus Trevino, have admitted their involvement 
in killing Richard Jurgensen in June 2016 on a rural gravel road northeast of Owatonna. 

Staff photo: Rick Bussler
Deborah Litke of Owatonna carefully admires Super 
Bowl championship rings made by Jostens at a 
traveling display last week at the Steele County History 
Center in Owatonna. Jostens has made 33 Super Bowl 
rings over the years. All of them were on display during 
the exhibit.

Both accused killers enter guilty pleas

By RICK BUSSLER
Publisher

One of the most iconic figures of the Steele 
County Free Fair is hanging it up.

Todd Hale, who has become known as the 
voice of the fair for nearly three decades, says 
it’s time to go. Beginning Friday, he’s leaving 
behind the publicity and entertainment posi-
tion he’s had since 1990.

“It’s been 27 years. That’s enough,” Hale 
said. “I have enjoyed every day and every 
year working with the fair. I have especially 
enjoyed my association with the entertainers 
that have visited with us and performed for us 
each year,” he added.

Fair president Dan Deml said Hale has 
been “a tremendous asset” to the fair for 
many years. “Todd has been a real icon of the 
fair. I hate to see him go,” Deml said. “But we 
know he can’t go on forever.”

Deml attributes some of the success of the 
fair becoming the largest fair in Minnesota to 
Hale. Deml said the fair experienced signifi-
cant growth during Hale’s tenure because of 
his expertise in publicity as well as the enter-
tainment field. 

Hale also served as the voice of the fair 

as he made announcements on 
the public address system. “His 
voice was recognizable to any-
one who has been around Steele 
County,” Deml said. He added 
that Hale’s announcing of the Hu-
man Cannonball for several years 
“enhanced the enjoyment” of the 
experience for fairgoers. 

Hale began with the fair as an 
assistant to Dr. Louie Allgeyer, 
secretary of the fair, handling 
publicity and advertising. In the 
late 1990s, he assumed the task of 
booking the entertainment for the 
free stages on the fairgrounds. 

Though Hale has been offi-
cially working for the fair for 27 
years, his association with the fair 
goes back even longer. For years 
he worked with KRFO-Radio do-
ing live remotes during fair week.

Taking over Hale’s duties will 
be Wayne Steele, who has been the coordi-
nator of Fair Square Stage for the past five 
years. Steele is a member of the fair board. 

The fair board is discussing ways to keep 
Hale involved on a limited basis with the fair. 

Deml said the board is considering making 
Hale a superintendent of one of the fair’s de-
partments. 

“We really want to express our apprecia-
tion and gratitude to Todd for everything he 
has done,” Deml said.  

Fans admire super 
sized rings for 

Super Bowl champs

Hale to retirement
Long-time fair publicity director hangs it up

Staff photo: Rick Bussler
Long-time publicity director Todd Hale stands next 
to a caricature that was done of him several years 
ago at the fair. Hale is retiring from the fair this Friday 
after 27 years of handling publicity and entertainment 
scheduling. See Rick Bussler’s Hot Pursuit column on 
page 2A for more about Hale’s long career with the fair. 
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Earlier this month the Steele County Board 
held interviews with three prospective candi-
dates for county administrator without apparently 
divulging a critical piece of information about the 
county. 

According to at least one of the candidates, the 
county had a good process in place. It included 
several rounds of interviews with board mem-
bers and various department heads, as well as a 
meet-and-greet with the public. 

However, according to one source close to the 
process, a key piece of information was left out 
of the interviews. That information included a 
lawsuit filed by the former administrator accusing 
the board of misconduct ranging from sexual dis-
crimination to violation of open meeting laws.

Laura Elvebak served the lawsuit on the 
county Sept. 8 and it was filed in district court on 
Sept. 11. The interview process took place on 
Sept. 12 and 13 at the administration building. 
The allegations didn’t come to light until late in 
the week by local media. 

While it’s difficult to speculate on the timing 
of the lawsuit, it seems logical that the lawsuit 
should have been disclosed to the candidates. 

In our view, county officials failed to do their 
due diligence in letting the top candidates know 
just exactly what they’re getting themselves into 
by wanting to lead Steele County. 

Whether this snafu caused Michael Plante of 
Wabasha County to turn down the job or not 
may never be known. He claims it didn’t have 
any bearing on his decision. We hope that’s the 
case. 

But the greater issue is the apparent lack of 
transparency and accountability with our county 
board members. This should have been dis-
closed to each candidate during the interview 
process. Granted they would eventually find out, 
but imagine if the commissioners had thrown 
it out there right away, how much better they 
would be viewed.  

We recognize that anyone can make up allega-
tions in a lawsuit, but the charges in the suit are 
quite serious in nature and deserve some expla-
nation from at least some of the commissioners. 

If what Elvebak is claiming is true about a 
“boys’ club” culture in which state laws are being 
openly violated, swift and prompt action needs 
to take place long before any lawsuit is resolved. 
Lawsuits of this nature can often take up to two 
years or longer to go through the court system. 

There has been a great deal of turmoil within 
county government over the past 18 months. 
Isn’t it time to upright the ship and lead the 
county to some happier times?

For nearly three decades Todd 
Hale has churned out advertis-
ing and publicity to attract folks 
to Minnesota’s largest county 
fair. Once fairgoers arrived, 
they were treated to his boom-
ing voice over the fair’s public 
address system.

At 78 years old, Hale has de-
cided to hang it up and turn over 
his duties to someone younger. 
“It was time,” Hale told me last 
week. “Since the fair ended (last 
month), I gave it lots of thought. 
It’s been 27 years and that’s 
enough.”

Over his 27-year career with 
the fair, Hale has been responsi-
ble for lining up all the free en-
tertainment on the grounds. He 
has been known for providing 
a cross section of musical en-
tertainment, including old-time 
music. He said working with the 
entertainers is something he will 
miss dearly. 

Hale said it’s a safe bet that 
some changes will be coming 
with the entertainment. “The 
board has indicated they want 
to update the entertainment and 
that’s hard for me,” he said. 

“Some modernizing and tweak-
ing will be going on.”

His job has always been part-
time. But Hale is quick to point 
out, “It doesn’t turn out to be 
that way,” especially during the 
summer months and the weeks 
leading up to the fair.

Being involved so closely 
with the fair has been an honor 
for Hale, most notably in the fair 
circles. “Our peers are aware of 
what kind of fair Steele County 
puts on,” he said. “They almost 
look at you with envy that we’re 
able to put this on so well. When 
you say you’re from Steele 
County Free Fair, everybody 
recognizes how good you are.”

He said there never has been a 
time when he hasn’t been proud 
of his involvement with the fair. 

One of the reasons the fair re-
mains so successful is keeping it 
as a free fair, Hale said. “There 
are no fences and no gates. It 
doesn’t cost anything to get into 
the fair,” he said. 

Hale also complimented the 
board for running a “quality 
and honest” fair. “The board has 
high quality and good stand-
ings,” he said. “They are also 
very sensitive to the complaints 
and concerns on the grounds. 
We work together to bring a 
show that people want to come 
back to,” he added. 

As Hale’s days with the fair 
come to an end, he credits one 
person for his success over all 

these years—former manager 
Elmer Reseland. “Elmer and I 
were very close friends outside 
of the fair and our friendship 
got closer when he came to the 
fair,” Hale said. “He was a real 
public relations expert. I mod-
eled my procedures after him as 
he had a wealth of knowledge.”

Hale said it was always Re-
seland’s belief that “getting the 
message out to the public was 
an important part to the success 
of the fair.”

And Hale never strayed away 
from pumping out the happen-
ings of the fair through the local 
media. He wrote columns pro-
moting the fair months ahead, 
sent out press releases to the 
media and developed advertis-
ing promotions about the fair. If 
there was anything in print or on 
the local airwaves, it’s a good 
bet Hale was behind it. 

When Hale leaves the fair of-
fice Friday afternoon, it won’t 
be the same any longer. “It will 
be hard to not come in here ev-
ery day,” he said. “I’ll dearly 
miss all the activities I’ve been 
in. It’s been a good experience.”

Hale hopes to hang onto the 
tradition of being the “voice of 
the fair,” as he describes it. At 
this point the fair plans to keep 
Hale doing the pre-recorded 
messages that run on the fair’s 
public address system. “I would 
be happy to do that,” he said. 

Fair icon hales 
to retirement

Move gives hint of 
transparency issues by 

county board
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By DAN SPARKS
On the heels of this year’s 

Great Minnesota Get-Together, 
the Senate is busy reviewing re-
sults from the annual state fair 
poll conducted at the Minnesota 
Senate booth. It is an informal 
and non-partisan survey of the 
issues discussed in prior leg-
islative sessions and potential 
topics for 2018. I always find 
the results interesting and infor-
mative. Even though the poll is 
not scientific, it captures a broad 
range of views – there were 
more than 5,300 Minnesotans 
who answered the questions this 
year.  

Transportation, congestion, 
and how to pay for fixing our 
roads and bridges is always a hot 
topic. This year, the Senate sur-
vey asked respondents whether 
they would favor including 
toll roads in the Department 
of Transportation’s long-term 
strategy to reduce congestion 
and raise revenue for transpor-
tation. With the highest percent-

age of participants, more than 
71 percent believe Minnesota 
should not consider toll roads as 
a solution to our transportation 
problems. 

Ditch mowing was another is-
sue that polled high. Lawmakers 
passed a one-year moratorium 
on enforcement of a permit that 
landowners would otherwise be 
required to obtain to mow or bale 
hay in ditches along state trunk 
highways. More than 57 percent 
of the respondents’ primary con-
cern about mowing ditches in 
rural areas was the protection of 
habitat for pollinators and nest-
ing birds. This result raised my 
eyebrows, because that is not 
necessarily what I am hearing 
from my constituents in rural 
Minnesota. Last session, I voted 
for the moratorium to provide 
more time to study this issue.

In 2017, Minnesota lawmak-
ers approved a one-year, $327 
million health insurance pre-
mium reduction package to 
help Minnesotans facing dispro-

portionately high premiums in 
the individual health insurance 
market. More than 46 percent 
of participants said Minnesota 
should continue to provide 
funding to help lower individ-
ual health insurance premiums. 
In addition, another 31 percent 
said we should continue to pro-
vide subsidies, but with income 
limitations. This will definitely 
be a topic of discussion in 2018 
because the premium problem 
is not going away, but the state 
also cannot continue invest-
ing that kind of money without 
a longer-term solution to our 
health care challenges.

This year, fairgoers also 
were asked to rank the best use 
of state dollars to meet future 
workforce. The results were: 
36 percent support increas-
ing spending for high-school 
and dual-enrollment career and 
technical education; 29 percent 
support providing full or par-
tial scholarships for high school 
graduates pursuing an associ-

ate’s degree or professional 
certificate; and more than 20 
percent support providing in-
centives to private employers 
that offer apprenticeships.

For me, the biggest takeaway 
from this year’s survey was 
that 44 percent of respondents 
were from the suburbs, 36 per-
cent from the cities, and just 17 
percent from rural Minnesota. 
That’s understandable, since the 
fair is held in the Twin Cities, 
but I also think it is a good re-
minder that those of us in rural 
Minnesota need to speak up. 

I certainly understand peo-
ple’s reluctance to participate 
in politics, but participating in 
democracy is different. This sur-
vey really drives home how im-
portant it is for all of us to make 
our voices heard so metro prior-
ities don’t end up swaying deci-
sions made at the Capitol. You 
can always call or email me, at-
tend one of my town meetings, 
or set up a personal meeting. 
That’s true whether you agree 

with what I’m doing or not; it’s 
important to hear all sides of the 
story from people I represent.

My contact information is sen.
dan.sparks@senate.mn or 651-
296-9248. You also can keep 
track of what the legislature is 
doing on the website, www.sen-
ate.mn, where you can sign up 
to follow committees of interest 
or receive other notifications. 
There, you will also find a full 
summary of the State Fair Poll 
results via a link located under 
“Information and Publications” 
near the bottom of the webpage.

Dan 
Sparks is a 
Minnesota 
senator for 
District 
27, which 
includes 
Freeborn 
and Mower 
counties as 

well as Blooming Prairie and 
the southern edge of Dodge 
County. He resides in Austin.

Interesting State Fair poll results
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BP Education
Foundation

PAST HONOREES
DISTINCTIVE SERVICE

2008
Millie and Bud Hansen

LeMar Nelson
2009

Marian Amundson Lehman
Bill Underwood

2010
Janis Ingvalson Lueth

Chuck Halstenson

2011
Kelly Magnuson
Roger Ingvalson

2012
Sister Franschon Pirkl

Dr. James Oleson
2013

Dr. Jerry Hanson
Kathy Thorson Gruhn

2014
Eunice Basness Coughlin

Dr. Stanley Diesch
2015

Clair Coughlin
Wayne Ruhter

2016
Dr. Les Hansen

Linda Christianson

PAST HONOREES
OUTSTANDING 

EDUCATOR/ADMINISTRATOR/STAFF MEMBER
2011

Bob Ackerwold
2012

Harold “H” Peterson
2013

Renee Felchle Burns
Frank Vorlicek

2014
Maurice McFarlin

Longtime BPHS Superintendent
2015

Kenny Behnken
2016

Charles “Charlie” Elinger

PAST HONOREES
ATHLETIC HALL OF FAME

2008
Margaret Zweiner Hogan

Dean Brudwick
2009

Allan Wold
Jeanne Kruckeberg Ide

2010
Don Morrison

Roger “Moose” Johnson
2011

Dick Anderson
Tom Walsh

2012
Coach Jim Poole
John Peterson

2013
Barb McDonald McWhirter

Lyle “Ike” Turner
Norm Turner

Ronald “Laddie” Turner
Larry “Shorty” Turner

Denny Turner
Dean Turner
Jim Turner

2014
David Tonolli
Janet Pesch

2015
Bill Underwood

Ken Esplan
Lisa Zweiner Bruns

2016
1966 Basketball team, managers, 
coaches & Missy Avery Ahrens.

‘Blossoms Forever’
2017 Honorees
DISTINCTIVE SERVICE

Janelle Prokopec Kendall ‘83
Jake Peterson ‘00

Raymond Kubicek ‘39

HONORED EDUCATOR

Naomi Erickson

ATHLETIC HALL OF FAME

Robert Hansen ‘47
Carl Peterson ‘72

Blooming Prairie 
Education Foundation

Congratulations to our outstanding 
2017 Award Recipients

By HOWARD LESTRUD
Staff Writer

Four candidates are seeking four seats on the 
Blooming Prairie School District 756 Board of 
Education.

Three of the four candidates are incumbents. 
Board member Michelle Vigeland did not file 
for another term.

Three incumbents filing for school board in-
clude: Rodney Krell, chairman, running for a 
fourth term; Pam Hameister, clerk, filing for a 
second term and Kelly Braaten, running for a 
second term.

Newcomer Dean Meshke, former Blooming 
Prairie teacher/coach, filed for one of the open 
slots. He currently is a volunteer coach for the 
girls’ basketball team.

The school board election will be held Tues-
day, Nov. 7 with the polling place at the Bloom-
ing Prairie Elementary School being open from 
12 to 8 p.m.

In addition to the school board races, there 
are also three referendum questions on the bal-
lot. 

The first question proposes to revoke the 
school district's existing voter approved refer-
endum revenue authorization of $436 per pupil 
and to approve a new authorization of $436 per 
pupil, subject to an annual increase at the rate 
of inflation. If renewed, the levy will bring in 
$790,000.

The current operating levy runs out in year 
2020 for funds to be used in the 2020-21 bud-
get year. If this levy is passed, the board will 
be able to plan on the funds continuing for 10 
years beginning with the 2019 tax year, used 
for the 2019-20 school year.

The second question asks for approval of an 
additional $100 per pupil for technology pur-
poses.

And the final question asks for approval of an 
additional $60 per pupil for reducing class size.

In order for the second and third questions 
to be approved, the first question must be ap-
proved. 

A public forum on the referendum questions 
is scheduled for 6:30 p.m. in the media center at 
the high school on Monday, Oct. 9.

See more information on the referendums in 
another story in The Times.

 Four candidates seek 
school board seats

 

The school district election is 
set from 12 to 8 p.m. on Tuesday, 
Nov. 7. A combined polling place 
will be at the Blooming Prairie 
Elementary School.

Voters will also vote for four 
school board positions open for 
election. Four candidates have 

filed.
School Super-

intendent Barry 
Olson spoke be-
fore the Bloom-
ing Prairie Area 
Chamber of Com-
merce at a regular 
monthly meeting 
Sept. 20 held at 

Lansing Corners. He distributed 
handouts to those in attendance 
and explained the impact of the 
three referendum questions.

The operating referendums 
provide needed income "to do 
what we are doing," Olson said. 
The monies will be placed in the 
general fund.

The district has had an operat-
ing levy since 2001. The current 
operating levy is due to expire in 
2020. The levies can only be for 
a term of 10 years. The current 
school board is asking the com-
munity to support renewing the 
current levy and is also asking 
votes to support two additional 
questions.

Current local levy is for 
$831.28 for each pupil unit, 
which $424 is the Local Option 
Authority allowed by statute. The 
operating levy is $407.28 with 
inflation raising it to $436 per 

pupil unit in 2019. Total levy is 
$860,000. 

Average district levy in the 
state is $1,139, putting Blooming 
Prairie far below the average.

Olson emphasized that there 
will be no additional tax increase 
for Question 1. This operating 
levy will bring in $790,000.

Last year, the levy went down 
by 5 percent and this year, it will 
be reduced 2.9 percent.

Olson explained that the BP 
School Board is trying to be pro-
active in securing finances for fu-
ture years. The current operating 
levy runs out in the year 2020 for 
funds to be used in 2020-21. If 
the levy is passed, the board can 
plan on the funds continuing for 
10 years beginning with the 2019 
tax year, used for the 2019-20 
school year. 

An early vote guarantees a 
funding mechanism for future 
years.

Olson informed the Times that 
the school district is in “good fi-
nancial condition” with a fund 
balance of $1.112 million. "We 
feel very comfortable with our 
finances," Olson said.

Question 2 asks for additional 
referendum authorization for 
technology. This would bring 
in an additional $100 per pupil, 
subject to the annual increase at 
the rate of inflation. The monies 
pay for student iPads in grades 
7-10 and for Mac Air computers 
for juniors and seniors. This ad-
ditional levy is proposed to bring 
in $74,751.31.

Olson said it is likely that the 
board will look at reducing tech-
nology fees to the students.

The third question asks for ad-
ditional referendum authorization 
to reduce class size. This addi-
tional levy will authorize an addi-
tional $60 per pupil cost, subject 
to an annual increase at the rate 
of inflation. This additional levy 
is proposed to bring in $44,847.

In order for Questions 2 and/or 
3 to pass, Question 1 must be ap-
proved by district voters.

Operating referendums pro-
vide monies for the general fund 
and are taxed on only the value 
of the house and surrounding one 
acre of land, or the value of com-
mercial property. This is taxed, 
using the same rate for all.

Bonding referendums are used 
strictly for facilities and are taxed 
on the total value of all property 
owned by the tax payer. Different 
rates apply to different types of 
properties.

Olson informed chamber 
members that Questions 2 and 3 
would amount to a tax increase 
of $47.65 on a $150,000 house, 
$29.78 on Question 2 and $17.87 
on Question 3.

"Our school district is a vital 
part of our community," Olson 
told Chamber attendees. "The 
impacts of the levy referendums 
are not great but the benefits are 
tremendous," Olson added.

These levy totals are most im-
portant in providing the most sta-
bility for the BP school district, 
Olson says. The operating levies 
provide the district the opportu-
nity to plan for the future, Olson 
pointed out. 

A public meeting is planned for 
6:30 p.m. Monday, Oct. 9 in the 
media center of Blooming Prairie 
High School. This will give vot-
ers a chance to raise any ques-
tions they may have.

BP School District enrollment 
counts 309 students at the high 
school and 419 students at the el-
ementary for a grand total of 728.

Olson said any organization 
that wishes more information on 
the referendums should contact 
him and he will arrange a meet-
ing time.

What’s the tax impact?
Blooming Prairie School Levy

Question 1: No tax increase
Question 2: $29.78
Question 3: $17.87

*Based on a $150,000 home value

Blevins indicated that Trevino brought him 
along as an intimidation factor to confront Ju-
rgensen for being a snitch, as Trevino incor-
rectly believed that Jurgensen was a police in-
formant. Blevins told the court that on the night 
of June 25, Jurgensen was under the impression 
that the three were going into a rural area to 
collect money from another individual. 

From the back seat of the car, Blevins 
watched Trevino bound Jurgensen with rope, 
and then shoot him in the chest and head on a 
gravel road northeast of Owatonna.  

“I heard Trevino say ‘Snitches end up in 
ditches,’” said Blevins during his account of 
the events.  

Traub asked Blevins about the validity of 
some of the details that Trevino had told the 
court the previous day during his own plea 
hearing. Trevino indicated that the whole con-
frontation was Blevins’ idea and that Blevins 
had in fact shot Jurgensen after Trevino fired 
the initial shot. Blevins refuted both notions, 
saying that everything was Trevino’s idea and 
that Trevino had fired all of the shots at Jur-

gensen. 
Despite the discrepancies between the two’s 

testimony, Blevins admitted that he knew either 
an assault or murder would happen that night 
when he and Trevino brought Jurgensen to the 
rural area.  

McIntosh said he feels badly for Jurgensen’s 
family, especially his mother, who attended 
both plea hearings last week. “This is hard for 
her to deal with, but it gives her a little relief,” 
he said, adding she can now move on to a new 
phase of the grief stage.

The county attorney’s office received exten-
sive help with the murder investigation from 
the state attorney general’s office as well as the 
Minnesota Bureau of Criminal Apprehension. 
“They were a huge support to Steele County 
on this,” McIntosh said. “They stepped up and 
came through for us.”

McIntosh said his office has handled murder 
trials by itself in the past, but this one presented 
unique challenges because of multiple defen-
dants and the shear volume of witnesses that 
needed to be interviewed. “It would have defi-
nitely stretched our resources thin,” he said.

Olson



Police blotter
Steele County

Blooming Prairie Police
Sept. 17
Restraining Order: At 2:49 

p.m., police responded to a re-
straining order violation in the 
200 block of Mill Ave. NE. 

Sept. 20
Restraining Order: Officers 

responded to a restraining order 
violation in the 200 block of Mill 
Ave. NE at 12:39 a.m. 

Owatonna Police
Sept. 15
Criminal Sexual Conduct: At 

10:37 a.m., police began an in-
vestigation of criminal sexual 
conduct in the 500 block of 15th 
St. NE. 

Weapons: Officers responded 
to a weapons-related incident in 
the 1000 block of 22nd St. NE at 
11:14 a.m. 

Warrants: Police made warrant 
arrests in the 200 block of 2nd 
St. NW at 1:13 p.m. and the 100 
block of St. John Dr. NW at 9:40 
p.m. 

Shoplifting: At 3:31 p.m., po-
lice issued a shoplifting citation 
in the 2100 block of Bridge St. W. 

Theft: Officer took a theft report 
in the 200 block of Northview St. 
SW at 6:29 p.m. 

Arrest: Police arrested a subject 
in the 100 block of Rose St. W. at 
6:37 p.m. 

Sept. 16
Vandalism: Property damage 

was reported in the 1200 block of 
Frontage Road W. at 8:47 a.m. 

Trespassing: Officers respond-
ed to a trespassing incident in the 
2200 block of 46th St. NW. at 
10:42 a.m. and the 400 block of 
Larch Ave. NE at 6:26 p.m. 

Theft: Police arrested a subject 
for theft in the 1200 of 2nd Ave. 
NW at 4:09 p.m. 

Assault: At 6:17 p.m., police re-
ceived a complaint of an assault in 
the 100 block of Main St. E. 

Warrant: Officer made a war-
rant arrest in the 100 block of Al-
exander Dr. SW at 8:45 p.m. 

Sept. 17
Suspicion: At 11:17 a.m., police 

responded to suspicious activity 
in the 400 block of State Ave. NW. 

Domestic: Officers responded 
to a domestic disturbance in the 
400 block of Cedardale Dr. SE at 
6:38 p.m. 

Burglary: Police began a bur-
glary investigation in the 500 
block of Vine St. E. at 7:16 p.m. 

Solicitation: Officers arrested a 
subject for solicitation in the 500 
block of Hazel Lane NE at 8:54 
p.m. 

Arrest: At 9:43 p.m., officers 
assisted another agency with ar-
resting a subject in the 300 block 
of School St. W. 

Sept. 18
Assault: Police responded to an 

assault in the 700 block of Wil-
lowbrook Dr. NE at 4:50 p.m. 

Warrants: Officers made war-
rant arrests in the 600 block of 
Glendale St. NW at 6:20 p.m. and 
the 1100 block of Frontage Road 
W. at 10:40 p.m. 

Disturbance: At 10:53 p.m., of-
ficers responded to a disturbance 
in the 100 block of Broadway St. 
W. They arrested a subject at the 
scene. 

Sept. 19
Crash: Police assisted the State 

Patrol with motor vehicle acci-
dents with injuries on Cedar Ave. 
S. at 9:59 a.m. and at Oak Ave. S. 
and Main St. W. at 7:47 p.m. 

Fight: Officers responded to a 
fight in the 300 block of School 
St. E. at 1:20 p.m. 

Thefts: Police took theft reports 
in the 400 block of State Ave. NW 
at 3:29 p.m. the 500 block of 11th 
St. NE at 8:30 p.m. 

Vandalism: Property damage 
was reported in the 300 block of 
Rose St. E. at 5:05 p.m. 

Arrest: At 8:51 p.m., police as-
sisted another agency with arrest-
ing a subject in the 500 block of 
State Ave. NW. 

Sept. 20
Vandalism: Property damage 

was reported in the 300 block of 
Cedar Ave. S. at 8:04 a.m. 

Identity Theft: At 4:36 p.m., a 
citizen reported identity theft in 
the 2500 block of Stony Creek Dr. 
NE. 

Theft: Officer took a theft re-
port in the 1100 block of Frontage 
Rd. W. at 4:53 p.m. 

Assault: Police responded to an 
assault in the 200 block of Beech 
Ave. NE at 7:15 p.m. 

Shoplifting: At 7:38 p.m., of-
ficer arrested a subject for shop-
lifting in the 1600 block of Cedar 
Ave. S. 

Sept. 21
Suspicion: Police responded 

to suspicious activity in the 1200 
block of Sunnydale Place SE at 
12:29 a.m. and at Hoffman Dr. 
NW and Interstate 35 northbound 
at 11:33 p.m. 

Domestic: At 3:42 a.m., offi-
cers arrested a subject following 
a domestic disturbance in the 400 
block of Broadway St. E. 

Forgery: Police received in-
formation regarding counterfeit 
money in the 100 block of Rose 
St. W. at 11:04 a.m. 

Shoplifting: Officer issued a 
shoplifting citation in the 2100 
block of Bridge St. W. at 11:56 
a.m. 

Warrant: At 3:36 p.m., police 
made a warrant arrest in the 600 
block of Cedar Ave. S. 

Steele County Sheriff
Sept. 15
Restraining Order: Deputies 

responded to a restraining order 
violation in Deerfield Township at 

9:30 a.m. 
Child Abuse: Deputies received 

a child protection report in the 200 
block of Pearl St. E. in Owatonna 
at 11:25 a.m. 

Accident: At 8:48 p.m., depu-
ties responded to an accident be-
tween a car and deer at Cedar Ave. 
S. and Highway 14 E. in Owaton-
na Township. They issued a cita-
tion to the driver. 

Sept. 16
Arrest: At 10:31 p.m., depu-

ties arrested a motorist following 
a traffic stop in the 2000 block of 
28th St. SW in Owatonna Town-
ship. 

Suspicion: Deputies responded 
to suspicious activity in Somerset 
Township at 11:01 p.m. They is-
sued a citation at the scene. 

Sept. 17
Juvenile: Deputies received a 

juvenile complaint from the 8000 
block of 11th St. SE in Havana 
Township at 6:16 p.m. 

Sept. 18
Fraud: Deputy took a report of a 

fraud incident in Medford Town-
ship at 3:33 p.m. 

Arrest: At 11:34 p.m., deputies 
arrested a motorist during a traf-
fic stop in the 8000 block of Crane 
Creek Road in Meriden Township. 

Sept. 19
Warrant: Deputy made a war-

rant arrest at the detention center 
at 4:32 a.m. 

Sept. 20
Vandalism: Property damage 

was reported in the 9500 block of 
76th St. NW in Deerfield Town-
ship at 8:19 p.m. 

Sept. 21
Ordinance: At 9:16 a.m., depu-

ties responded to an ordinance 
violation in Havana Township. 

Steele County
Court news

The following cases were heard 
in Steele County District Court 
the week of Sept. 11 with Judge 
Joseph A. Bueltel presiding: 

Alexander J. Brown, 22, Owa-
tonna, previously appeared and 
was convicted of felony posses-
sion of marijuana and misdemean-
or DWI. Brown was sentenced to 
$131, 75 days in county jail, no 
possession of firearms, obtain and 
maintain employment, no alcohol 
or controlled substance use, do 
not enter liquor establishments, 
chemical dependency evaluation, 
cognitive skill training and 5 years 
of supervised probation. 

Zamir Granados, 20, Faribault, 
previously appeared and was con-
victed of felony criminal sexual 
conduct. The defendant was sen-
tenced to $581, 180 days in coun-
ty jail, no possession of firearms, 
no contact with victim, attend 
sex offender program, individual 
therapy, submit to polygraph ex-
aminations as directed, no contact 
with minors, no possession of por-
nography, no alcohol or controlled 
substance use, do not enter liquor 
establishments, chemical depen-
dency evaluation, no possession 
of firearms, predatory offender 
registration and 10 years of super-
vised probation. 

Kia Lee, 27, Shakopee, previ-
ously appeared and was convicted 
of felony possession of firearm. 
Lee was sentenced to $131 and 60 
months in Shakopee State Prison. 

Adam W. Lopez, 34, Owaton-
na, previously appeared and was 
convicted of felony possession of 
marijuana. He was sentenced to 
$131, no possession of firearms, 
maintain employment, no alco-
hol or controlled substance use, 
chemical dependency evaluation 
and 4 years of supervised proba-
tion. 

Cody H. Skow, 31, Owatonna, 
previously appeared and was con-
victed of felony possession of co-
caine or methamphetamine. Skow 
was sentenced to $131, 20 days in 
county jail, no possession of fire-
arms, maintain employment, no 

alcohol or controlled substance 
use, do not enter liquor establish-
ments and 10 years of supervised 
probation. 

The following case was heard 
in Steele County District Court 
the week of Sept. 11 with Judge 
Karen R. Duncan presiding: 

Michael S. Lehnertz, 29, St. 
Cloud, previously appeared and 
was convicted of felony fleeing 
in a motor vehicle. He was sen-
tenced to $1,081 and 17 months in 
St. Cloud State Prison. 

Travis L. Tritle, 19, Mankato, 
previously appeared and was 
convicted of felony offering a 
forged check. The defendant was 
sentenced to $1,614.78, 34 days 
in county jail, no possession of 
firearms, maintain employment, 
no alcohol or controlled substance 
use, do not enter liquor establish-
ments, obtain permission to leave 
the state, no contact with victim 
and 4 years of supervised proba-
tion. 

The following misdemeanors 
and petty misdemeanors were 
heard in Steele County District 
Court the week of Sept. 11 – 15: 

Blooming Prairie
Police Department
Rodney A. Bramstedt, 48, 

Blooming Prairie, revoked li-
cense and no insurance, $481; 
Sabrina M. D’Ostilio, 20, Aus-
tin, speeding and no insurance, 
$481; Nicholas M. Douglas, 19, 
Houston, revoked license and no 
insurance, $481; Mark T. Field-
ing, 46, Owatonna, DWI, $581, 5 
days in county jail, no alcohol or 
controlled substance use, do not 
enter liquor establishments, 200 
hours of community service and 
3 years of supervised probation; 
Jennifer L. Hilton, 37, Blooming 
Prairie, suspended license and no 
insurance, $481. 

MN Dept. of 
Natural Resources
Nicholas T. Weed, 28, Owa-

tonna, take fish without a license, 
$181. 

MN State Patrol
Rochester
Zackary G. Aboud, 29, Des 

Moines, IA, speeding, $100; 
Joshua M. Arnett, 24, Winnebago, 
weaving over lane lines, $131; 
Gabriel S. Barry, 26, Waterloo, 
IA, unsafe lane usage, $131; Ade-
lina D. Beascochea, 76, Owaton-
na, speeding, $131; 

James A. Clairmont, 22, Eden 
Prairie, speeding, $121; Lori A. 
Cole, 51, Ellendale, failure to 
stop for red light, $131; Melissa 
D. Eigner, 40, Lakeville, speed-
ing, $121; Shelby J. Franko, 19, 
Dodge Center, speeding, $141; 
Ward A. Halvorson, 69, Austin, 
speeding, $131; Andrew P. Jor-
genson, 25, Webster, window tint 
violation, $131; 

Matthew T. Kleve, 32, Janes-
ville, speeding, $121; Owen J. 
Koslosky, 17, Medford, speeding, 
$141; Teresa M. Koslosky, 50, 
Medford, speeding and following 
too closely, $181; Eduardo Ortiz, 
38, Anderson, MO, no license, 
$181; Kayla E. Robinson, 31, 
Owatonna, speeding, $121; 

Bethany R. Rowbal, 20, Aus-
tin, speeding, $141; Amina A. 
Sabriye, 23, Owatonna, failure to 
keep to the right, $131; Josue P. 
Salazar, 61, Oregon, OH, speed-
ing, $121; Jon W. Scheinost, 33, 
Omaha, NE, seat belt, $106; Luis 
J. Teletor, 24, Faribault, no insur-
ance, $281; Jose G. Vargas-Olal-
de, 44, Texarkana, TX, no license, 
$181; Joel F. Willaert, 36, Owa-
tonna, speeding, $121. 

Owatonna Police
Department
Paul L. Barto, 38, Waseca, theft, 

$81, diversion program and 1 year 
of unsupervised monitoring with-
out conviction; Ryan M. Berg, 24, 
Faribault, tampering with motor 
vehicle and controlled substance 
crime, stay of adjudication, $81, 
20 days in county jail, no alcohol 
or controlled substance use, do 
not enter liquor establishments, 
no contact with victim, obtain 
permission to leave the state and 2 

years of supervised probation; 
Alexander J. Brown, 22, Rose-

mount, theft, $183.94; Edward J. 
Climer, 36, Faribault, possession 
of controlled substance, stay of 
adjudication, $81, 141 days in 
county jail, obtain employment, 
no alcohol or controlled substance 
use, chemical dependency evalu-
ation, obtain permission to leave 
the state, no possession of fire-
arms and 4 years of supervised 
probation; Terrell D. Conner, 17, 
Owatonna, failure to yield, $131; 
Jonah M. Deml, 20, Owatonna, 
theft, $112.99 and 1 year of un-
supervised probation; Darrick F. 
Diggins, 42, Owatonna, speeding, 
$121; 

Larry P. Drache, 46, Owatonna, 
failure to yield, $131; Brady L. 
Fischer, 22, Kenyon, theft, $381 
and 6 months of unsupervised 
probation; Aana E. Garner, 31, 
Owatonna, domestic assault, stay 
of adjudication, $81, diversion 
program and 2 years of supervised 
probation; Ryan G. Good, 16, 
Owatonna, stop sign, $131; Kathy 
J. Hruska, 40, Owatonna, speed-
ing, $141; Abdi Y. Isse, 35, Min-
neapolis, stopping on highway, 
$121; Cibriana E. Jaurez, 21, Blue 
Earth, theft, $106; 

Michael S. Lehnertz, 29, St. 
Cloud, false name to police, $131 
and 91 days in county jail; Heath-
er R. Lindberg, 30, Albert Lea, 
theft, $81 and 16 days in county 
jail; Connie J. Nelson, 56, Wase-
ca, seat belt, $106; 

Jeffrey S. Nelson, 26, Owa-
tonna, domestic assault, $381, 
14 days in county jail, no pos-
session of firearms, no alcohol or 
controlled substance use, do not 
enter liquor establishments, psy-
chological evaluation, no contact 
with victim, complete treatment 
and 1 year of supervised proba-
tion; Margaret Smolik, 65, Osage, 
IA, speeding, $131; Matthew A. 
Techau, 39, Owatonna, domestic 
assault, $381, 4 days in county 
jail, no possession of firearms, no 
alcohol or controlled substance 
use, do not enter liquor estab-
lishments, chemical dependency 
evaluation, cognitive skill train-
ing, anger management, domestic 
abuse evaluation, obtain employ-
ment and 1 year of supervised 
probation; Shawn J. Turner, 22, 
Claremont, no insurance and no 
license, $381; 

Beau P. Wanner, 30, Owatonna, 
controlled substance crime, stay 
of adjudication, $131, 185 days 
in county jail, no possession of 
firearms, no alcohol or controlled 
substance use, do not enter liquor 
establishments, chemical depen-
dency evaluation and 3 years of 
supervised probation; Jason J. 
White, 35, Owatonna, speeding, 
$131. 

Steele County
Sheriff’s Office
Randy D. Anderson, 55, Glen-

ville, possession of marijuana, 
$131 and 6 months of unsuper-
vised probation; Courtney J. 
Bremer, 20, Claremont, speed-
ing, $306; Connie L. Brophy, 54, 
Byron, speeding, $221; Michaela 
A. Christenson, 26, no insur-
ance, $281; Jonathan-Thomas G. 
Clark, 22, Gilbert, AZ, speeding, 
$131; Shane L. Frisk, 49, Mer-
iden, manufacture liquor without 
license, diversion program and 1 
year of supervised probation; Jose 
C. Gutierrez Hernandez, 43, Med-
ford, no license, $181; 

Kenneth H. Lines, 59, Waseca, 
speeding, $121; Carl A. Murray, 
31, Owatonna, speeding, $131; 
Mark J. Percival, 33, Medford, 
expired license, $181; Luis D. 
Pliego, 34, Apple Valley, speed-
ing, $121; Jordan A. Roloff, 17, 
Faribault, speeding, $141; Juan D. 
Sanchez, 66, Owatonna, leaking 
load, $141; Bradley S. Schmidt, 
51, Owatonna, speeding, $121; 
Derrick D. Waldner, 26, homeless, 
no license and expired tabs, $211. 

Police blotter
Dodge County

The Dodge County Sheriff’s 
Office handled 188 complaints 
during the week of Sept. 13 – 19. 
Some of them include: 

Sept. 13
Fleeing: At 1:17 a.m., deputies 

attempted to stop an ATV in the 
200 block of 3rd Place in Clare-
mont, however the driver fled. 

Trespassing: Deputies respond-
ed to a trespassing incident in the 
300 block of 4th St. NW in Dodge 
Center at 10:46 a.m. 

Sept. 14
Intoxication: Deputies respond-

ed to an intoxicated individual by 
the bowling alley in the 100 block 
of 1st Ave. NE in Hayfield at 2:52 
a.m. 

Assault: At 3:58 a.m., deputies 
responded to an out of control 
male who was intoxicated in the 
100 block of 1st Ave. NE in Hay-
field. 

Larceny: A Dodge Center citi-
zen reported at 5:22 p.m. that a 
woman walked off with a free-
will donation jar from a yard sale 
in the 300 block of 1st Ave. NE. 

Harassment: Deputies respond-
ed to a harassment incident in the 
100 block of Front St. E. in Clare-
mont at 6:43 p.m. 

Public Safety Blotter spotlight:  Larceny: On Sept. 13 at 8:55 a.m., deputies 
received a larceny report that a subject stole multiple bags of apples 
from Hanson’s Apple Farm in Dodge Center. 

• Angela Jellum – DWI - $12,000 bail
• Brandon Jeno – card fraud – no bail
• Darrel Jensen – revoked license - $6,000 bail
• Jose Jimenez Jr. – domestic assault – no bail
• David Johnson – dishonored check - $1,000 bail
• Joshua Johnson – card fraud - $10,000 bail
• Katie Johnson – warrant – no bail
• Nathan Johnson – hit and run - $1,000 bail
• Candyce Jones – false name - $500 bail
• Brandi Junak – DWI - $12,000 bail

• Shawn Kadlec – domestic assault – no bail
• Jake Karow – receiving stolen property – no bail
• Marie Kinard – DWI – no bail
• Georgia Kingswan – DUI – no bail
• Larry Kittelson – DWI – no bail
• Katrina Klocek – speeding - $500 bail 
• Vern Klostriech – DWI - $12,000 bail
• Jacob Knutson – disorderly conduct - $500 bail
• William Knutson – DWI - $3,000 bail
• Timothy Koger – DWI - $12,000 bail 
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Crime brief

Man accused of stuffing 
his pants with meat

What the real intentions of 
an Owatonna man were may 
never be known, but Owa-
tonna Police think they have 
found a candidate for the sau-
sage races at Miller Park in 
Milwaukee.

Police responded to Hy-Vee 
Foods on a recent Wednes-
day evening for a shoplifter 
who had just left the store. A 
witness saw him stuffing his 
pants with sausages.

A short time later officers 
found Terrence D. Edwards, 
33, walking behind the Oakdale 
Motel. Besides matching the 
description provided to police, 
Edwards allegedly had pack-
ages of meat hanging out of his 

f r o n t 
a n d 
b a c k 
p o c k -
ets. 

E d -
w a r d s 
was is-
s u e d 
a cita-
tion for 
t h e f t 

and jailed for violating his 
condition of release from a 
previous arrest.

It’s still unknown if Ed-
wards is going to venture over 
to Miller Park for the sixth in-
ning sausage races.

Terrence D. 
Edwards

HENEFIELD
LAW OFFICE, LLC

Attorneys Frank Henefield and Jason Iacovino 

General Practice
• Estate Planning • Real Estate • City Attorney 

415 E. Main St. 
Blooming Prairie, MN 

507.583.6663
Frank.bplaw@gmail.com | Jason.bplaw@gmail.com
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BridalRecreation

Hwy 218 S.
Blooming Prairie

www.minersoutdoor.com • 507-583-2712

Outdoor Power Equipment, 
Golf Carts, ATV, Sales Service, 

Parts & Accessories

Construction

Accountants
Steele County Times Professional Directory

Johnson Construction 
& Tree Service

Tree & Stump Removal •Trimming & Topping •Tree Moving 
Lot Clearing • Backhoe/Skidloader • Hauling General Construction

24 Hr. Emergency Services • Year Round Work • Licensed & Insured
KYLE JOHNSON • 507-583-7592
AUSTIN & BLOOMING PRAIRIE

Construction

Funeral Planning
A Simple, Thoughtful Act of Caring

PREARRANGEMENT & PREFUNDING

Worlein Blooming Prairie Funeral Home
418 Highway Ave S. ,Blooming Prairie, MN

Mary Kittelson
NFDA Certified Preplanning Consultant • Licensed Agent - Purple Cross Plans

507-583-7561
www.worlein.com

Automotive

ROD & TESS KOSTER, Owners
Bus: 507-583-2018 • Fax: 507-583-2317

Hwy. 218 • Blooming Prairie
www.kostercarkorner.com

FOR THAT HOMETOWN PERSONAL TOUCH

Garbage
SKJEVELAND ENTERPRISES

YOU CAN
 COUNT ON US!

Sanitation & Recycling Services
Pride in service since 2007

• Sanitation & Recycling Services
• Roll-Offs & Dumpsters
• Rubbish & Garbage Removal

Contact Skjeveland Enterprises today!

5 0 7 - 5 2 8 - 9 9 0 0

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

Orthodontic Specialist
132 2ND AVE. NE

BLOOMING PRAIRIE

Building 

Healthy

Smiles!

Dr. Deborah J. Lien, DDS, MBSDr. Deborah J. Lien, DDS, MBS
ORTHODONTIC SPECIALIST

507.583.6613drdeborahlienorthodontics.com

FREE CONSULTATIONS

J.A. Gwilt Siders, Inc.
Siding,  Windows,  Gutters,  Roof ing & Decks

Known for our exceptional quality of material and labor.

Call 507-456-1504 
for your FREE 

estimates!
Serving Steele County 

for 20 years.

History from the news archives

Prairie Manor Care Center 
& Heather Haus

220 3rd St. NW,
Blooming Prairie
583-4434

10 Years Ago
Sept. 25, 2007
Dan Evans, Publisher 

The VFW, American Legion and Aux-
iliaries hosted their annual membership 
dinner Thursday, Sept. 20, 2007 at the 
Blooming Prairie Servicemen’s Club. 
Following dinner, the program was pre-
sented by Courtney Severtson, the Youth 
Conference Delegate, and Courtney 
Driessen and Beth Hillson, the Girl’s 
State Representatives. 

The Blooming Prairie Chamber of 
Commerce held its monthly meeting 
Wednesday, Sept. 19, 2007, at the Ser-
vicemen’s Club with former Congress-
man Tim Penny addressing the group 
following dinner. 

20 Years Ago
Sept. 23, 1997
Elsie Slinger, Publisher

Blooming Prairie reached a Lottery 
milestone last month. The city’s total 
Lottery ticket sales topped $2 million 
since the Lottery began in April 1990. 

Almost 33 percent of the Minnesota cit-
ies that have Lottery retailers (224 of 
681) have crossed that sales mark. Au-
gust Lottery sales in Blooming Prairie 
totaled $22,831. 

The Blooming Prairie City Coun-
cil OK’ed a property tax levy hike of 
$346,000 at the Sept. 15 meeting, which 
is 9.1 percent higher than last year’s 
levy. 

50 Years Ago
Sept. 28, 1967
Victor, Vernon & Vryle Krejci, Pub-

lishers

Thomas J. Walters, Branch Manager 
for the Production Credit Association of 
Blooming Prairie, has just returned from 
a two-week farm credit training school, 
according to Warren L. Iversen, PCA 
manager. 

The Blooming Prairie Fire Depart-
ment was called to the Mrs. Alvin Lea 
farm, located on Route 3, southwest of 
town, at 3:30 p.m. Tuesday of this week 
to extinguish a grass blaze. 

The Minnesota Chapter of the Arthri-

tis Foundation today named Mrs. Roger 
Braaten to head its 1967 campaign for 
funds in Blooming Prairie. 

75 Years Ago
Sept. 24, 1942
Walter K. Mickelson, Publisher

Although it had been generally known 
that C.A. Peterson was critically ill with 
no hope entertained for his recovery, the 
news of his death last Thursday morn-
ing at 9:15 o’clock saddened the entire 
community. “C.A.” as he was affection-
ately called by his associates and fellow-
townsmen was a leading figure in the 
business circle of Blooming Prairie for 
many years. 

Jimmy Peterson, son of George Pe-
terson, and Roger Bibus, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. August Bibus, have been accepted 
for entrance into the U.S. Navy. Jimmy 
was inducted at St. Paul last Friday, and 
Roger’s father conveyed him to the cap-
itol city Monday of this week. Both boys 
are now received their preliminary train-
ing at naval stations.

Finding Help for Seniors 
Addicted to Opioids

Dear Savvy Senior,
I’m worried about my 72-year-

old mother who has been taking 
the opioid medication Vicodin 
for her hip and back pain for 
more than a year. I fear she’s be-
coming addicted to the drug but I 
don’t know what to do.  

Concerned Daughter

Dear Concerned,
The opioid epidemic is a na-

tional problem that is hitting 
people of all ages, including mil-
lions of older Americans. Here’s 
what you should know and do to 
help your mother.

	
The Cause
The main reason opioid addic-

tion has become such a problem 
for people over age 50 is because 
over the past two decades, opi-
oids have become a commonly 
prescribed (and often overpre-
scribed) medication by doctors 
for all different types of pain like 
arthritis, cancer, neurological 
diseases and other illnesses that 
become more common in later 
life.

Nearly one-third of all Medi-
care patients – almost 12 million 
people – were prescribed opioid 
painkillers by their physicians in 
2015. That same year, 2.7 million 
Americans over age 50 abused 
painkillers.

Taken as directed, opioids can 
manage pain effectively when 
used for a short amount of time. 
But with long-term use, people 
need to be screened and moni-
tored because around 5 percent 
of those treated will develop an 
addiction disorder and abuse the 
drugs. 

Signs of Addiction
Your mother may be addicted 

to opioids if she can’t stop her-
self from taking the drug, and 
her tolerance continues to go 
up. She may also be addicted if 
she keeps using opioids without 
her doctor’s consent, even if it’s 
causing her problems with her 
health, money, family or friends. 

If you think your mom’s ad-

dicted, ask her to see a doc-
tor for an evaluation. Go to the 
family or prescribing physician, 
or find a specialist through the 
American Society of Addiction 
Medicine (see ASAM.org) or the 
American Academy of Addiction 
Psychiatry (AAAP.org). It’s also 
important to be positive and en-
couraging. Addiction is a medi-
cal matter, not a character flaw. 
Repeated use of opioids actually 
changes the brain.

Treatments
Treatment for opioid addic-

tion is different for each person, 
but the main goal is to help your 
mom stop using the drug and 
avoid using it again in the future.

To help her stop using the 
drug, her doctor can prescribe 
certain medicines to help relieve 
her withdrawal symptoms and 
control her cravings. These med-
icines include methadone (often 
used to treat heroin addiction), 
buprenorphine, and naltrexone.

After detox, behavioral treat-
ments such as individual coun-
seling, group or family counsel-
ing, and cognitive therapy can 
help her learn how to manage 
depression, avoid the drug, deal 
with cravings, and heal damaged 
relationships.

For assistance, call the Sub-
stance Abuse and Mental Health 
Services Administration con-
fidential help line at 800-662-
4357, or see SAMHSA.gov. They 
can connect you with treatment 
services in your state that can 
help your mom. 

Also, if you find that your mom 
has a doctor who prescribes opi-
oids in excess or without legiti-
mate reason, you should report 
him or her to your state medical 
board, which licenses physicians. 
For contact information visit 
FSMB.org.

Send your senior questions 
to: Savvy Senior, P.O. Box 5443, 
Norman, OK 73070, or visit Sav-
vySenior.org. Jim Miller is a 
contributor to the NBC Today 
show and author of “The Savvy 
Senior” book.

Crossword solution

Bartenders and Cooks. 
Must be available nights & weekends. 

APPLY IN PERSON AT THE 

Ellendale Liquor Store: 217 5th Ave, Ellendale 
or the City Office at: 106 6th Ave. West, Ellendale

HIRING

Delivery Driver Wanted 
in Blooming Prairie. 

Send resume to:
PO Box 733 • Blooming Prairie, MN 55917 
or call 507-251-0167 for more information. 

Help Wanted

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspaper). 
At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to each 
newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. Please 
do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

2x2, 2x4 & 2x8 ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 9/24/2017 South

Get An Extra $15 Off & Free Shipping 
On Your 1st Order!
Call the number below and save an additional $15 plus get free shipping on 
your fi rst prescription order with Canada Drug Center. Expires December 
31, 2017. Offer is valid for prescription orders only and can not be used in 

conjunction with any other offers. Valid for new customers only. One time use per household. Use 
code 15FREE to receive this special offer.

Are You Still 
Paying Too Much For 
Your Medications?
You can save up to 97% when you fi ll 
your prescriptions with our Canadian 
and International prescription service.

Please note that we do not carry controlled substances and a valid prescription is required for all prescription medication orders.

Use of these services is subject to the Terms of Use and accompanying policies at www.canadadrugcenter.com.

Get an extra 

$15 off
plus 

FREE SHIPPING

Call Now: 877-210-2257 

Call Toll-free: 877-210-2257

ViagraTM    $2565.71
Typical US Brand Price for  100mg x 40

vs Sildenafi l*      
$146.00

Generic Price for 100mg x 40

Rosuvastatin* 
$148

Our Price

Generic equivalent of CrestorTM

Generic price for for 40mg x 100

CrestorTM 
$914.18

Their Price

Typical US Brand Price
 for 40mg x 100

Uneven 
concrete?

Free Estimates! Call Today.
1-800-795-1204

Don’t replace it, 
Raise it.

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspaper). 
At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to each 
newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. Please 
do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

2x2, 2x4 & 2x8 ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 9/24/2017 South

Get An Extra $15 Off & Free Shipping 
On Your 1st Order!
Call the number below and save an additional $15 plus get free shipping on 
your fi rst prescription order with Canada Drug Center. Expires December 
31, 2017. Offer is valid for prescription orders only and can not be used in 

conjunction with any other offers. Valid for new customers only. One time use per household. Use 
code 15FREE to receive this special offer.

Are You Still 
Paying Too Much For 
Your Medications?
You can save up to 97% when you fi ll 
your prescriptions with our Canadian 
and International prescription service.

Please note that we do not carry controlled substances and a valid prescription is required for all prescription medication orders.

Use of these services is subject to the Terms of Use and accompanying policies at www.canadadrugcenter.com.

Get an extra 

$15 off
plus 

FREE SHIPPING

Call Now: 877-210-2257 

Call Toll-free: 877-210-2257

ViagraTM    $2565.71
Typical US Brand Price for  100mg x 40

vs Sildenafi l*      
$146.00

Generic Price for 100mg x 40

Rosuvastatin* 
$148

Our Price

Generic equivalent of CrestorTM

Generic price for for 40mg x 100

CrestorTM 
$914.18

Their Price

Typical US Brand Price
 for 40mg x 100

Uneven 
concrete?

Free Estimates! Call Today.
1-800-795-1204

Don’t replace it, 
Raise it.



6A • Tuesday, September 26, 2017 • Steele County Times

CommunityLiving

SEMCAC senior menu

Sept. 27
Pork Loin Medley

Asparagus, Dinner Roll
Strawberry Shortcake

Sept. 28
Porcupine Meat Balls

Buttered Mashed Potato
Italian Breen Beans 

Fresh Fruit

Sept. 29
Baked Chicken

Mashed Potatoes
Seasoned Peas/Celery

Mixed Fruit Cup

Oct. 2
Chicken ala King
     Over Biscuit
Peas & Carrots

Citrus Fruit Cup
Pudding

Oct. 3
Vegetable Soup

Crackers
BBQ Beef on Bun

Coleslaw, Apple Pie

Thank You 
Thank you everyone who remembered 
me with flowers, food and visits while I 
was in the hospital and nursing home.
God Bless each of you. 

Pearl Swanson 

To become a Blooming Prairie 
Chamber member, contact Becky at 583-4472

Dear Judy, 
Happy 50th 
anniversary!

Sept 30, 1967

Love, 
Howard

2 Liters 

5/$5

Lipton Iced Tea 
.5 Liter 

12 Pack $4.99

Pure Leaf Tea 
18.5oz 

6 Pack $4.99

Powerade 

32oz .79¢

7.5oz 6 Pack 
4/$10
.5 Liter 6 Pack 
4/$10

237 Hwy Ave. S.   Locally Owned & Operated  507-583-6671

Prices Good
9/26 - 10/02

Check out OUR DOLLAR Selection! 

Birthdays
Sept. 26 

Soren Peterson
Joanne Sorenson

Sandy Jones, Kayla Brown
Grace Olivia Nelson

Mike Trom, Wayne Njos

Sept. 27
Diane Olson

Samuel Skillestad
Jeff McCabe, Mia Farr

Mandy Trom
Anthony J. Olson

Sept. 28 
Kathryn Weiss

Craig Ingvalson
Kurt Underwood

Nicole Weiss
Layla Wollenburg
Kelli Jo Wallace
Rhonda Toquam

Kevin Mans
Valerie Braaten
Amy Trotman

Jayden Wagner
Lori Burkhart

Katie (Derek) Ingvalson

Sept. 29
Brenna Rask, Blake Arett

Bradley Nelson
Amanda Steinberg

Sept. 30
Les Shawback

Julie Halla
Phyllis Peterson

Oct. 1  
Tim Wurst 

Dianne Hannenberger
Brianna Hensrud

Melissa Weiss Trihus
Alexis Steckelberg
Jacob Bumgarner

Kristi Fiebiger

Oct. 2
Ken Jensen

Anniversaries
Sept. 26

Joe and Ashley Hjelman
Steve and Holly Ille

John and Karen Fouarge
Larry and Anette Lindquist

Sept. 27
Adam and Kristin Bishop
Larry and Sue Schmeling

Sept. 28
Nels and Yvonne Lee

Sept. 29
Donna and Dave Maixner

Kim and Mark Symes
Terry and Ana Trom

Sept. 30 
Judy and Howard Lestrud

Jay and Carol Iverson

Oct. 1
Joe & Maren Gardner 
Mark & Becky Noble
Tom & Barb Donnelly 
Barb & Clay Coleman

Tom & Courtney Vermilyea

Oct. 2
Matt & Val Braaten

Arden & Carla Anderson 

The Blooming Prairie High School Class of 1947 celebrated a major milestone in achieving its 70th class reunion on Aug. 12 at the 
Pizza Cellar in Blooming Prairie. The group consisted of 19 of the original 52 members. Those attending included: back row (Left to 
right): Bob Hansen, Dean Lindquist, John Peterson, Don Blackhus, Roger Erickson and Dean Conrad; front row: Ardis Elinger Krejci, 
Marlys Anderson Loew, Delores Johnson Morrison, Eileen Hunter Lindquist, Arlene Holm Helleck, Diane Osby Peterson, June 
Ebenhoh Dahl and Marian Lewis Hensrud. Helleck reports that her classmates had a great time marking this special occasion.

As the new school year be-
gins, we would like teach-
ers, students, and parents  to be 
aware of the resources available 
through the Blooming Prairie 
Branch Library. 

As a branch library and a 
member of SELCO (South East 
Libraries Cooperating), we are 
able to have items delivered right 
to our library from throughout 
our region, the state, and even 
beyond. If we don't have it on 
our shelves, we will do our best 
to get it for you.

We want the library to be part-
ners with teachers by provid-
ing specific items, collections 
on selected topics, and multiple 
copies of requested items. We 
also are happy to provide tours 
of the library or come to your 
classroom for special projects or 
presentations.

For students, the library can be 
a place to work on assignments 
with others, find new resources, 
and get be introduced to various 
online databases that can help 
with homework. Many of the 
databases available through the 
State of Minnesota are acces-
sible from any online computer. 

Finally, parents, remember the 
library as a resource when your 
child has an assignment that has 
to be completed immediately or 
when they need just one more 
source for a project. Help is just 
a phone call 507-583-7750 or 
email bpbl@selco.info away for 
all your back to school assign-
ments.

Library great resource 
for school work

Marking a special milestone

BP QUARTERBACK CLUB

Pancakes
Eggs

Sausage

Muffins
 Milk  

Juice & Coffee

Menu

October 1, 2017  
8:30 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Tickets - $5 advance  

$7 at the door
(kids 5 and under are free)

at Servicemen’s Club

Pancake Breakfast
sunday  

Submitted Photo

Library Book Nook

Nancy Vaillancourt

Fluff Pie 
RECIPE CORNER

• 1 graham cracker crust pie  
   (they have light versions of   
   these)
• 1 pkg. sugar free jello (any  
    flavor)

• 1 regular size container of  
    sugar free  or lite cool whip
• 2 containers of light yogurt  
   (any flavor)
• 1/4 cup water

Boil in microwave 1/4 cup of water (I usually do this in a big enough 
glass bowl to add everything else) stir in package of jello until completely 
dissolved stir in cool whip and yogurt pour into graham cracker pie crust 
cover and refrigerate for half an hour…then enjoy!

Sponsored by:

Krejci Ford 
14th Presidents Award Winner
 Blooming Prairie • 583-2046

By Angie Carlson • BP Elementary Teacher
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Service Center:
507-528-2233

After Hours Towing:
507-456-4158
111 Front Street

P.O. Box 282
Claremont, MN

Minimizer.com • 800-248-3855 • Blooming Prairie

800-248-3855
www.minimizer.com

Blooming Prairie

	 	

LUTHERAN
AURORA LUTHERAN

6329 SE 28th St., Owatonna
Pastor Stephanie Wood

(507) 676-5696
Worship: 10:45 a.m. Sunday 

COMMUNITY LUTHERAN – ELCA 
106 Third St. SE., Geneva 

Pastor Kristen Venne 
(507) 256-4288

Worship: 9:30 a.m. Sunday 

FIRST LUTHERAN – AFLC 
503 Radel Ct., Ellendale 
Pastor Richard Sliper

(507) 684-2451
Saturday: 8 a.m. Men’s 

Bible Study 
Sunday: 9 a.m. Worship; 

10:15 a.m. Sunday School/
Confirmation

Tuesday: 7 p.m. Call to Prayer, 
open to all churches

Wednesday: 9:30 a.m. BibleStudy; 
3:30 – 5 p.m. Jesus and Me; 6 p.m. 

Call to Prayer; 6:30 p.m. 
Youth Group  

FIRST LUTHERAN – ELCA 
434 First St. SW., 
Blooming Prairie

Rev. Jeff Sandgren, 
Interim Pastor

Rev. Heidi Heimgartner, 
Associate Pastor

(507) 583-6621
firstlutheranbp.com

Worship: 8:30 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 
Sundays

Education Hour: 9:30 a.m. Sunday 

FIRST LUTHERAN – LCMC 
8953 SW 37th Ave., Hope

Pastor Sandy Miller
(507) 451-3854

Worship: 9 a.m. Sunday 
Sunday School, Adult Ed: 10:15

 a.m. Sunday 

GOOD SHEPHERD 
LUTHERAN – LCMS 

2500 7th Ave. NE., Owatonna
Rev. Mark Rosenau, 

Senior Pastor
Rev. Greg Schlicker, Associate 

Pastor
(507) 451-4125

www.goodshepherdowatonna.
com

Worship: 8 a.m., 9:15 a.m. & 10:30
 a.m. Sunday 

Sunday School: 9:15 a.m. 

MOLAND LUTHERAN – ELCA 
7618 NE 84th Ave., Kenyon 
Pastor Nancy Edwardson 

(507) 789-6661
Worship: 10:45 a.m. Sunday 

Sunday School: 9:30 a.m. 

PONTOPPIDAN 
LUTHERAN – ELCA 

9651 SW 75th St., Ellendale
Pastor Mike Walerius 

(507) 465-8366

Worship: 10:15 a.m. Sunday 
Sunday School: 9 a.m. Sunday 

REDEEMER LUTHERAN – LCMS 
1054 Truman Ave., Owatonna

Pastor Kirk Griebel
(507) 451-2720 

Worship: 9 a.m. Sunday 
Education Hour: 10:15 a.m. 

Sunday 

RED OAK GROVE 
LUTHERAN – ELCA 

30456 Mower-Freeborn Road, 
Austin 

Pastor Lindsay Stolen 
(507) 583-2038 or (507) 437-3000

www.roglutheran.org
Worship: 9 a.m. Sunday 

Sunday School
 (Sept. – May): 10:15 a.m. 

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN – LCMS 
4532 SE 84th Ave., Claremont

Pastor Alan Broadwell
(507) 528-2404

Worship: 6 p.m. Saturday; 
10:30 a.m. Sunday 

Sunday School: 9:15 a.m. 

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN – LCMS 
28959 630th Ave., Sargeant

Pastor Collin Duling 
(507) 251-5568

Worship: 10:15 a.m. Sunday 
Sunday School: 9 a.m. 

ST. MICHAEL’S 
LUTHERAN – ELCA 

30450 570th Ave., Waltham
Pastor Dwight DoBell

(507) 567-2474
Worship: 8:30 a.m. Sunday 

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN – LCMS 
202 E. Park Ave., Hollandale 

Pastor Jesse Krusemark 
(507) 567-2272

Worship: 8:30 a.m. Sunday
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m. 

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN – ELCA 
2781 SW 92nd Ave., Meriden

Pastor Cheryl D. Indehar
(507) 451-2165

Worship: 10:30 a.m. Sunday 

TRINITY LUTHERAN 
5881 SE 118th St., 
Blooming Prairie

Pastor Stephanie Wood
(507) 676-5696

Worship: 9 a.m. Sunday 

TRINITY LUTHERAN – ELCA 
609 Lincoln Ave., Owatonna

Rev. Todd Buegler, Senior Pastor
Rev. Dean Smith, 
Associate Pastor

Rev. Amanda Weinkauf, 
Associate Pastor 

(507) 451-4520
www.tlcowatonna.org 

Worship: Saturday: 5 p.m
.; Sunday: 8:15 a.m., 9:30 a.m. & 
10:45 a.m.; Wednesday: 6 p.m. 

Sunday School: 8:15 a.m. & 9:30 a.m. 

TRINITY LUTHERAN – ELCA 
104 First St. SE., Hayfield 

Pastor Paul Hauschild 
(507) 477-2248 

www.trinityhayfield.org 
Worship: 8 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.

 Sunday 
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m. 

TRINITY LUTHERAN – LCMS 
108 Third Ave. SW., Medford
Pastor Mark Biebighauser 

(507) 451-0447
Worship: 9 a.m. Sunday 

Education Hour: 10:15 a.m. 

TRINITY LUTHERAN – LCMS 
57043 300th St., Waltham
Pastor Jesse Krusemark 

(507) 567-2272
Worship: 10:30 a.m. Sunday 

Sunday School: 9:15 a.m. 

ZION LUTHERAN – ELCA 
7126 SW 98th St., Ellendale

Pastor Cheryl D. Indehar
(507) 451-2165

Worship: 8:30 a.m. Sunday 

CATHOLIC
CHRIST THE KING 

203 Second Ave. NW., Medford 
(507) 451-6353

Father Kevin Connolly
Deacon Patrick Fagan 

Sunday Mass: 8:30 a.m. 
Monday Mass: 9 a.m. 

CHURCH OF ALL SAINTS
307 SW First St., New Richland 

Father Raul Silva 
Fr. Adam McMillan, 

Parochial Vicar
(507) 465-8217

Mass: 5 p.m. Saturday 

HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC 
CHURCH OF LITOMYSL

9946 SE 24th Ave., Owatonna
Father John Sauer

Fr. Jose Morales, Weekend 
Presider 

(507) 451-1588
www.litomysl.webs.com

Reconciliation: 8:45 a.m. 1st & 3rd
 Sundays 

Sunday Mass: 9:30 a.m. 
Sunday Children’s Church for 
Preschool – 1st Grade begins 

Sept. 24
Faith Formation for Kindergarten

 – Confirmation: 6:30 p.m. 
Wednesdays

Adult Study: 6:30 p.m. 
Wednesdays 

SACRED HEART CATHOLIC
150 NE Second St., Hayfield

Father Thomas Niehaus 
(507) 477-2256

Mass: 8 a.m. Sunday & 8:30 a.m. 
Thursday 

Reconciliation: 7:30 a.m. Sunday 

SACRED HEART PARISH 
810 S. Cedar Ave., Owatonna

Father John Sauer
Fr. Jose Morales, Parochial Vicar

(507) 451-1588
www.sacredheartowatonna.org 

Mass: 5 p.m. Saturday; 8:30 a.m. &
 10 a.m. Sunday 

Spanish Mass: 11:45 a.m. Sunday 
Daily Mass: 7:15 a.m.  

Reconciliation: 4 p.m. Saturday 
Adoration: 8 a.m. – 10 p.m. 

Thursday 

ST. COLUMBANUS CATHOLIC 
114 E. Main St., Blooming Prairie 

Father Thomas Niehaus 
(507) 583-2784

www.stcolumbanuschurch.com 
Mass: 10 a.m. Sunday & 8:30 a.m.

 Friday 
Reconciliation: 9 a.m. First Friday

 & Saturday 

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC PARISH
512 S. Elm Ave., Owatonna

Father Kevin Connolly
Deacon Patrick Fagan

(507) 451-4845
Saturday Mass: 4 p.m. 

Sunday Mass: 8 & 10 a.m. 
Reconciliation: 3-3:30 p.m. 

Saturday 
Daily Mass: 8 a.m. Tues., 

Wed. & Fri. 
(Communion Service 8 a.m. 

Thursday) 
Adoration Chapel avail Mon – Fri 7

 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. 
Key fob required after hrs or 

wknds 

CHRISTIAN
CHRIST COMMUNITY

 COVENANT 
540 SE 18th St., Owatonna
Dr. V. Brent Carlson, Pastor

(507) 451-1032
Worship: 9 a.m. Sunday 

Sunday Connections: 10:15 a.m. 

PENTECOSTAL  
FIRST UNITED PENTECOASTAL 

230 Locust Ave., Owatonna 
Pastor Eliazar Talamantes

(507) 363-2240
Worship: 10 a.m. Sunday; 6:30

 p.m. Wednesday 

METHODIST

BLOOMING GROVE UNITED
 METHODIST 

43089 180th St., Medford
(Seven miles west of Medford on

 CR 23)
Pastors JJ & Stefanie Morgan  

(507) 835-8726
Worship: 8:30 a.m. Sunday 
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m. 

ELLENDALE UNITED 
METHODIST

200 Sixth St. NW., Ellendale
Pastor Randy Cirksena

(507) 684-2731
www.ellendaleumc.org

Worship: 10:30 a.m. Sunday
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m. 

OWATONNA UNITED 
METHODIST

815 E. University, Owatonna
Loren Olson, Pastor

Linda Boorman, Associate Pastor 
Deb Miller, Associate Pastor 

(507) 451-4734
www.owatonnaumc.org

Traditional Worship: 9 a.m. Sunday
Contemporary Worship: 10:45 

a.m. Sunday 
Sunday morning service at 10:45 am
Sunday School/Adult Classes: 10 a.m. 
Wednesday night service at 6:30 pm

NON-
DENOMINATIONAL

BRIDGES OF HOPE COMMUNITY 
130 W. Bridge St., Owatonna

Pastor Keith Haskell
(507) 215-2249 

Worship: 10 a.m. Sunday 
Biblestudy: 9 a.m. Sunday 

Reformers Unanimous Meetings: 
7 p.m. Friday 

CEDAR CREEK 
30 E. Main St., Hayfield 
Pastor Aaron de Neui

(507) 477-2255
www.cedarcreekchurch.org

Worship: 10 a.m. Sunday 

DESTINY CHRISTIAN 
Owatonna Campus

422 North St., Owatonna
Pastors Tyler & Jessica Braucht 

(507) 254-8514
www.destinycc.org

Worship: 10 a.m. Sunday 

ELEVATION NORTH 
2002 Austin Road, Owatonna

Pastor Doug Jones
(507) 363-3099

www.elevationnorth.blogspot.com
Worship (English): 10 a.m. Sunday 

Sunday School: 10:30 a.m. 
Worship (Spanish): 2 p.m. Sunday 
Bible Study: 6:30 p.m. Wednesday 

Spanish Evangelism & Prayer: 
7 p.m. Friday 

NEW BEGINNINGS 
332 14th St. NE., Owatonna

Pastors Scott & Joan Peterson
(507) 721-1366

Worship: 10 a.m. Sunday 
Gateway Connection: 

6 p.m. Sunday 

SIMPLE CHURCH 
4515 NW 22nd Ave., Owatonna
(Country Goods building across

 the freeway from Cabela’s) 
Pastor Todd Lundgren

(507) 451-5661
Worship: 9:30 a.m. Sunday 

Bible Study: 7 p.m. Wednesday 

MENNONITE
PRAIRIE MENNONITE 

13638 750th St., Blooming Prairie 
Bishop Dennis Martin 

(507) 583-7532
Worship: 10:30 a.m. Sunday 

Sunday School: 9:30 a.m. 
Prayer Meeting: 7:30 p.m. 

Wednesday 

MORMON
THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST

 OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS
404 31st St. NW, Austin
Bishop Rick Bremner

(507) 433-9042
Worship: 9 a.m. Sunday 

PRESBYTERIAN
First Presbyterian 

109 E. Main St., Hayfield
Pastor Kirk Johnston

(507) 477-2631
Worship: 9:30 a.m. Sunday 

SEVENTH-DAY 
ADVENTIST

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST 
2373 Seventh Ave. NE, Owatonna

Pastor Bob Brauer
(507) 340-7143

Worship: 9:30 a.m. Saturday 
Bible Study: 11 a.m. Saturday 

UCC
CONGREGATIONAL UNITED

 CHURCH OF CHRIST
211 S. Main St., Medford

Pastor Louise Bender
(507) 451-4596

Worship: 10 a.m. Sunday
Sunday School: 9 a.m. 

ASSEMBLY OF GOD 
VIBRANT LIFE ASSEMBLY 

OF GOD
702 Third St. S., Ellendale

Pastor Patrick Stitt
(507) 684-3421

www.vibrantlifeag.com 
Worship: 10:30 a.m. Sunday 

Kids Church: 10:30 a.m. Sunday 

BAPTIST
FIRST BAPTIST

104 First Ave. NE, 
Blooming Prairie

Pastor Matt Fennell
(507) 583-2673

Worship: 10 a.m. Sunday & 
6:30 p.m. Wednesday 
Sunday School: 9 a.m. 

Bible Study: 11:30 a.m. Sunday 

Locally Owned & Operated
237 Hwy. Ave. S.

Blooming Prairie
507-583-6671

118 5th Ave.
Ellendale

507-684-2471
Andy & Mary Lerberg

LERBERG’S 
FITNESS 
CENTER
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Dr.
Deborah

Lien
DDS, MBS

Dr.
Deborah

Lien
DDS, MBS

Building
Healthy
Smiles!

132 2nd Ave NE
Blooming Prairie
507.583.6613

FREE 
CONSULTATION

FOR THAT HOMETOWN 
PERSONAL TOUCH

Hwy. 218
Blooming Prairie

507-583-2018
Owatonna

121 W. Broadway St.

507-451-0193

Mike Bishman322 East Main St.
Blooming Prairie

507-583-2276

FLOOR 
TECH

S U P P E R  C L U B

27017 US Highway 218 • Austin
(507) 433-7841

Open daily 
at 11:am 1180 Frontage Rd E • Owatonna

507-455-9551
www.owatonnagranite.com

“Creating Your Story in Stone”

Two years after moving into my 
home, I have finally painted. I began 
with a good deal of YouTube videos 
and Googling. As I washed the walls 
and started the prep work required, 
suddenly I became aware of all the 
wall’s abnormalities. I saw every 
stain, paint drip and hole once cov-
ered. Soon that was all I could see. 
I had hoped that with a bit of scrub-
bing, patch work and a new coat of 
paint I could hide all those faults. 

Now with nice gray walls and an 
accent wall to draw one’s attention, I 
don’t see those marks from the past 
nearly as clearly. Still there’s a part 

of me that knows they are there and 
when I look closely I can still see 
their presence. I have even added to 
the walls’ collection of features with 
an uneven line here or a drip there. It 
is fascinating how a house can pos-
sess the history of those who have 
lived there. Being the home of dif-
ferent families it carries with it the 
marks made upon it as people lived in 
and cared for the home. 

In many ways, I think we can be 
like those walls. We carry the blem-
ishes and stains from that which has 
happened to us. Some can be washed 
away or patched up but the effects of 
those events have left a mark. We may 

be left with a lack of trust or a more 
jaded perspective of the world. It can 
also grant us strength and a greater 
confidence in ourselves and our abil-
ity to survive that which comes our 
way. 

Through it all, God our creator is 
the one who formed us and continues 
to remake us. It is our God who ac-
cepts us and our God who tries to heal 
the scars that remain on our faith and 
on our spirit. We don’t need to hide 
our blemishes from God. Instead, we 
can give them to God for healing, 
peace and perhaps purpose. 

As the Psalmist wrote “For you 
[God] created my inmost being; you 

knit me together in my mother’s 
womb. I praise you because I am 
fearfully and wonderfully made” 
(Psalm 139:13-14). Dear one, please 
remember these words, let them sink 
in and become the lens from which 
you examine your scars, blemishes 
and character flaws. You are a pre-
cious being, amazingly made.

Pastor Stephanie Wood
Aurora and Trinity Lutheran 

Churches
Owatonna and 

Blooming Prairie

God formed us and 
continues to remake us

YOUR AD COULD 
BE HERE!

Contact the Steele 
County Times Today!

507-583-4431

AREA CHURCH SCHEDULE

FAITH & WORSHIP



8A • Tuesday, September 26, 2017 • Steele County Times

Good Luck 
Blossoms!
BP School District

Darrick Schewe
Owner - Darrick’s Auto

507-583-9994
Located in NAPA Auto Parts Building

Farmers & Merchants 
State Bank

“Where your deposit 
becomes an investment 

in your community”

583-6688

245 EAST MAIN ST
BLOOMING PRAIRIE

520 INDUSTRIAL DRIVE NORTH • 
BLOOMING PRAIRIE

GOOD LUCK BLOSSOMS!

HOMECOMING 2017

507 • 583 • 7222

NOW HIRING! 
APPLY IN PERSON AT TANDEM OFFICE!

Dress Up days for homecoming:
Monday - Pajama Day

Tuesday - Tacky Tourist Day/Hawaiian Day

Wednesday - Jersey Day

Thursday - Costume/Character Day

Friday - BP Spirit Day

Blossoms Homecoming 2017
Best wishes to the king and queen candidates!

This year’s Homecoming Court at Blooming Prairie includes: Back row (left to right): Jeremy Hocking (master of ceremonies), King candidates, Ethan Arett, Jake Ressler, Mitchell Oswald, Max 
Romeo and Lucas Noble; front row: Alec Ille (MC), Queen candidates, Ayren Ingvalson, McKenna Hein, Linnea Sunde, Rachel Pirkl and Emma Christianson.

This message sponsored by these community boosters:

BP Homecoming Schedule:
Sunday, Oct. 1 - Powder Puff football game- 5 p.m. 
Monday, Oct. 2 - Homecoming Coronation- 7:30 p.m.
Thursday, Oct. 5 - Homecoming volleyball game 	
	 against Goodhue
Friday, Oct. 6 - Pep-fest- 2 p.m.; Homecoming Parade 
	 4:15 p.m.; Football game against Hayfield- 7 p.m.
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Blossoms 
will be 
tested 
against 

Goodhue

FootballFrenzy

This week comes the big-
gest test yet for the Awesome 
Blossom football team when 
it travels to Goodhue in a 
showdown of unbeatens.  The 
Blossoms upped their season 
record to 4-0 with an easy 
victory over Winona Cotter, 
and the Wildcats also stand at 
4-0.  It won’t be a do or die 
situation come playoff time, 
but it certainly will affect 
the seeding process when the 
time comes.

The win over Cotter again 
gives much credit to the line 
play, both on offense and 
defense.  The offensive line, 
especially, did a fine job of 
opening holes for the backs 
to run through and protecting 
Seth Peterson from having to 
take any sacks. That marked 
great play by the blockers.  

The defense also did its 
part, and the boys finished 
making four tackles in the 
Rambler backfield for sacks.  
The best thing I have seen 
with this team is the balance 
displayed by everyone in car-
rying out the game plan for 
each contest. A midseason tip 
of the hat goes to the Blossom 
contingent.

The volleyball team had 
another three-match schedule, 
and they finished the week 
with an 11-7 record.  For the 
week, the girls earned two 
sweeps, but they also were 
swept in three games at Med-
ford.  The team has just one 
match this week, a Thursday 
contest at home with visit-
ing WEM.  The Bucs have a 
strong contingent for the sec-
ond straight year, and it will 
be a real test for the Blossoms 
against a high caliber team. 

The cross-country teams 
had a single meet this week, 
and both teams finished third 
in the 9-team NRHEG Invita-
tional.  Alec Ille took second 
individual and continues to 
run the curses in just over 17 
minutes.  For the girls Bobbie 
Bruns keeps marking good 
times and finishing in the top 
ten runners in several meets.   
The teams competed in the 
Milaca mega-meet over the 
weekend and will run in the 
JWP Invitational on Thursday 
this week.

Let’s end this week on a 
lighter note.  The Blossom 
football team is unbeaten, and 
homecoming is just around 
the corner.  Coronation is next 
Monday night, and a new roy-
alty will be crowned to rule 
over the week’s festivities.  
Enjoy the coming of fall, and 
we’ll talk again.
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Another 
strong week

FootballFrenzy

It was another good week 
for the Blossoms, as the teams 
neared the halfway point of 
the season.  The football team 
dominated Wabasha-Kellogg 
away from home, the volleyball 
team won two of three matches, 
and the cross-country teams 
both won in a home meet last 
Tuesday.

Although the coaches thought 
that the team lost a little focus 
in the second half and allowed 
the home team too much of-
fense, they also noted that the 
Blossoms played a very good 
fi rst half and really dominated 
the Falcons.   That sets up a big 
game next week against another 
tough opponent, when Winona 
Cotter comes to McFarln Field.  
It should be another good 
contest.

The volleyball team ac-
complished one task last week, 
when they won a game against 
Bethlehem Academy.  Although 
they lost the match 3 games 
to one, the team earned their 
fi rst game victory in several 
years against the perennial state 
tournament competitors.  The 
Blossoms had won two straight 
matches earlier in the week over 
Randolph and Lyle-Pacelli.

The team is playing well dur-
ing this stretch, and the girls are 
doing it without injured starter 
Micalyn Trihus.  She is just a 
freshman, but was one of the 
leaders at the net in pounding 
kills and blocking kill attempts 
from opponents.  The team has 
a couple of tough matches on 
their schedule again this week, 
when they have to travel to both 
Medford and Maple River for 
conference matches.  Good luck 
to them.

Finally, the cross country 
teams both enjoyed success, 
as they captured a home meet.  
Alec Ille continues to impress 
area runners with his excellent 
times and top fi ve fi nishes.  The 
girls are also showing a little 
depth, with 9th grader Bobbie 
Bruns leading the pack with 
some good times overall.  The 
teams next run this weekend 
at the annual mega meet at 
Staples.

PERSONALITIES
Several items concerning 

local personalities have come to 
my attention just n the last few 
days. The Austin Herald news-
paper had a profi le on BPHS 
senior volleyball star McKenna 
Hein a week ago, and Herald 
reporter Rocky Hulst brought 
out some interesting facts about 
Hein.  It was a good read fort 
blossom sports fans.

I don’t think I am giving too 
much away to tell readers that 
BPHS JV volleyball coach and 
local  \community volunteer 
Jennifer Wayne will receive 
Live United award from the BP 
Area United way organization.  
Besides her coaching duties for 
the volleyball team, Wayne is 

Staff photo by Josh Zimmer

Top: Junior running back Jason Williamson (22) throws a stiffarm on a defender during the second half of Owatonna’s 70-36 win over Austin Friday at Art Hass Field. 
Williamson recorded seven total touchdowns, fi ve of which came on the ground in the win. 

Week 3

An unstoppable FORCE

OHS running back Jason Williamson records 7 total touchdowns in 70-36 win
By JOSH ZIMMER 

Sports Editor

AUSTIN – It wasn’t the pret-
tiest game, but in the end the 
Owatonna High School football 
team was able to leave Art Hass 
Field with a win. 
Racing out to an early 18-0 lead, 
the No.2 ranked Huskies (3-0) 
managed to have just enough 
breathing room from an ex-
plosive Packers offense before 
rolling to a 70-36 lopsided win 
Friday night in a Big Southeast 
crossover game. Despite the 
score, Head Coach Jeff Williams 
noted that there is a lot to shore 
up. 
“Championships aren’t won in 
Week 3 as we found out a year 
ago,” he added. “We’re just go-
ing to continue to work on the 
process on trying to get better 
and trying to improve.”
It was an inauspicious start 
for Owatonna as Alex Raichle 
would cough off the ball on the 
fi rst punt return opportunity of 
the game to give Austin great 
fi eld position to strike fi rst. 
Luckily, the Huskies’ defense 
was able to sack Austin quar-
terback Tate Hebrink on fourth 

down to alleviate the early mis-
take. 
On the ensuing drive, Owaton-
na’s offense started to get into 
its usual rhythm, marching 73 
yards in seven plays. The drive 
was capped by a 14-yard touch-
down run by junior running 
back Jason Williamson. It was 
another elite performance from 
the state’s No.4 rated recruit for 
the 2019 class. In seven fi rst half 
scores, Williamson accounted 
for fi ve of them. Even more im-
pressive from the standout was 
that it was a well-balanced as-
sault from the junior. Of his fi ve 
scores in the opening half, two 
came on the ground as well as 
a pair of receiving scores. Wil-
liamson also recorded an 89-yard 
kickoff return for a touchdown 
late in the second quarter. Coach 
Williams noted that it’s not easy 
to be able to turn and hand the 
ball to his star running back, but is 
forunate to have the talent on the 
roster. 
“It’s not easy,” he said. “We have 
athletes and it masks a lot of mis-
takes.”
In the early goings of the contest, 
the Packers offense – while man-
aging to chew up some yards – 

simply was unable to get into the 
end zone. Meanwhile, the Huskies 
offense continued to roll. They 
even had a few tricks up their 
sleeves. On a second down early 
in the second quarter, the Huskies 
offense came out in a four receiv-
er set into the boundary. Senior 
quarterback Abe Havelka then 
motioned Alex Raichle out wide 
to the left. Seeing that Raichle had 
man coverage, the senior signal 
caller hit the speedy senior on a 
quick slant for a quick 44-yard 
strike. Raichle would also haul in 
a 60-yard touchdown pass late in 
the half. 
With its back against the wall, 
Austin knew that they needed to 
strike fast if they wanted to stay in 
the contest. 
Not only did they strike, but struck 
fast and often. 
On their remaining four pos-
sessions of the half, the Packers 
scored a touchdown on each of 
those possessions to cut the lead 
to 32-27. While the fi rst two 
drives were somewhat methodi-
cal, the fi nal two drives displayed 
an explosive offense that has car-
ried the Packers to a 2-0 start prior 
to Friday night. Running back Joe 
Seeman took a handoff off the left 

side for 45-yards. On the Huskies’ 
ensuing kickoff following Raich-
le’s second score of the game, 
Gavin Owens raced 75 yards to 
cut it to a one possession game. 
Enter Williamson. 
Marching 61 yards in 11 plays, 
the Huskies were able to strike as 
time expired on Williamson’s sec-
ond receiving touchdown of the 
game from one yard out. Coach 
Williams noted that there was 
a simple factor that stopped the 
Huskies from going two-straight 
weeks without fi nishing a drive at 
the half. 
“We fi nished,” he added. 
In the second half, the Huskies de-
fense started to settle in. After al-
lowing a touchdown on the Pack-
ers’ opening possession of the 
half and a 52-yard drive that fi n-
ished at the OHS 13-yard line, the 
Owatonna defense allowed a total 
of three yards for the remainder of 
the half. Williams noted that at the 
half, they told the players to settle 
back into the zone. 
“Defensively, be disciplined and 
do your job,” he added. “I thought 
we played better in the second 
half, but we had a lot of mistakes.”
As for the Huskies, outside from a 
safety on their third possession of 

the half, they scored on all but two 
possessions. Of the four touch-
downs, Williamson recorded two 
of them, one being a 51-yard 
scamper. The junior fi nished the 
contest with 205 yards rushing on 
28 carries and four rushing touch-
downs. As a receiver, he would 
record three catches for 70 yards. 
He would also record an intercep-
tion. 
Ethan Walter would score the 
Huskies fi nal touchdown of the 
contest from 43-yards out to give 
the Huskies the commanding 70-
36 lead. After an early miss on a 
PAT attempt, Williams opted to go 
for two the rest of the way. In fact, 
they attempted nine two-point 
conversions. 
Owatonna will travel to Rochester 
John Marshall on Friday. 

Team stats
Passing: O 248, A 247
Rushing: O 300, A 114
Turnovers: O 2, A 2

Huskies stats leaders
Passing - Havelka: 12-19, 223, 4 
TD’s, INT
Rushing - Williamson: 28 car-
ries, 210 yards, 7 total TD’s (5 
rush)

LINES
Continued on page 3B

Your 
Local 

Roofing 
& Siding 

Specialists (507) 

413-5559

Our commitment 
and our passion 

continually deliver 

excellence!

Staff photo by Josh Zimmer

Rochester John Marshall quarterback Aaron Limberg (7) tries to elude pressure from Owatonna defensive lineman Chris Lewis (75) during the second half of the Huskies’ 42-6 
win over the Rockets. The Huskies defense forced five turnovers and allowed just over 100 yards of total offense. 

Week 4

HUNGRY HUSKIES

Owatonna defense forces three fumbles, five total turnovers in stellar performance

By JOSH ZIMMER 
Sports Editor

ROCHESTER – Midway 
through the first quarter, the 
Owatonna High School football 
team looked to be in a dogfight 
with winless Rochester John 
Marshall as the Huskies held a 
slim 7-0 lead. 

Then Owatonna’s defense 
flexed its muscles in a big way. 

Forcing five total turnovers 
– three of those consecutive – 
the No.2 ranked Huskies (4-0) 
steamrolled the Rockets 42-6 at 
John Drews Field at John Mar-
shall High School Friday night 
in Big Southeast-Red Division 
action. 

“I thought our kids rallied 
well,” commented Huskies 
Head Coach Jeff Williams. 
“First-team defense pitched a 
shutout, second-team D gave 
up six points to their starters, 
I thought we played very, very 
well and have a lot to be proud 
of. 

It was a completely different 
defensive unit for the Huskies. 
Last week against Austin, bro-
ken plays and key conversions 

were able to keep the Packers in 
the contest through the midway 
point of the contest. However, 
against John Marshall, it was a 
sound defensive performance 
for Defensive Coordinator Mark 
Actherkirch. 

“This is a great performance 
tonight,” he added. “At halftime 
I told the guys, ‘you’re to face 
good athletes, good teams and 
good schemes and they’re going 
to get some stuff; we regrouped 
as a defense and shut the door.”

In the first half the Huskies 
defense surrendered only 57 
yards rushing on the ground and 
between two Rockets’ quarter-
backs, allowed two completions 
for -3 yards. An even more im-
pressive stat is that in 22 snaps 
in the first half, the Rockets 
had one play over 10 yards. In 
the final half of play, the Rock-
ets recorded four plays over 10 
yards against the second-team 
defense. Senior linebacker Zach 
Mensink was a key in shutting 
down the Rockets’ option at-
tack, recording a game-high 18 
tackles. 

On their opening posses-
sion, the Rockets instrument-

ed a 7-play drive to get into 
Owatonna territory before a 
fumble on the option killed the 
drive. Outside linebacker Mitch 
Wiese recovered the ball. On 
the ensuing drive, the Rockets 
needed just one play after recov-
ering an Abe Havelka fumble in 
the end zone before Ben Zappa 
recorded the second fumble of 
the half. 

After finally marching it into 
Owatonna territory for the sec-
ond time in its last three drives, 
John Marshall quarterback Aar-
on Limberg tried to thread the 
needle between two Huskies’ 
defenders and would be inter-
cepted by Tucker Alstead. The 
senior defensive back would 
haul in his second interception 
in the second half. 

“I thought our defense pur-
sued well, swarmed well,” 
Coach Williams added. “We’re 
still going to show up Monday 
and work to get better.”

Offensively, it was about as 
good as you could hope for 
the Huskies. Looking to assert 
themselves in the trenches early, 
running back Jason Williamson 
carried the ball seven times of 

the 12-play drive that ended 
with Havelka finding Dalton 
Kubista in the middle of the 
end zone for the opening score. 
Aside from marching the field 
to turn the ball over at the one 
on the ensuing offensive posses-
sion, the Huskies scored on each 
of their final three possessions 
of the half to take at 28-0 lead 
into the half. 

After Williamson’s one-yard 
touchdown gave Owatonna a 
14-0 lead, Havelka started to air 
the ball out. On an 8-play, 85-
yard drive, Havelka’s favorite 
target was fellow senior Noah 
Budach, as the shifty gadget 
player caught two balls for 39 
yards. 27 those 39 yards came 
on one play, catching a 27-yard 
touchdown pass up the right 
hash to give the Huskies a 21-0 
lead.  Budach would also haul 
in a 3-yard score in the second 
half to give Owatonna a 35-0 
lead. It was another good night 
for the senior signal caller as 
he completed 17-of-23 for 201 
yards and three scores. Much of 
the offensive success, Williams 
noted should be credited to the 
offensive line’s performance. 

“They (John Marshall) pre-
sented a different front to us 
than what we really prepared 
for and they adjusted very, very 
well,” he added.

In his second and final series 
of the half, Williamson scam-
pered 20 yards to give Owatonna 
a commanding 42-0 lead. For 
the fourth-straight game, the 
highly-touted junior topped the 
100-yard mark, rushing for 162 
yards on 20 carries. Possibly an 
unhidden note to the offense was 
the point-after-attempt. After 
struggling the first three weeks 
of the season with the extra-
point, the Huskies were a perfect 
6-for-6 Friday night. 

“We have been kind of work-
ing with David Keller, a kid on 
the soccer team,” noted Coach 
Williams. “He kind of expressed 
an interest in kicking and he’s 
been practicing all season and 
we thought we’d give him a 
shot.”

The undefeated Huskies will 
host Mankato East Friday. 

685 West Bridge • Suite #8 • Owatonna

www.paffrathjewelers.com
507-451-0301
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Professional In House Repairs
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Blooming Prairie

Blossoms win fourth-straight

BP records 310 rushing yards in blowout
By LEMAR NELSON 

Staff Writer

It marked another good night 
for the lines, as the Awesome 
blossom football team domi-
nated Winona Cotter 40-6 at 
McFarlin field on Friday Sept. 
22.Although no verification of 
this fact, the 90 degree tempera-
ture probably set a record for the 
hottest conditions under which 
to play a football game.

 BP pitched a shutout un-
til the last two minutes of the 
game, when Austin Griffin led 
the Ramblers to a touchdown.  
Charley Reilley rushed the last 2 
yards against Blossom reserves.  
Before that, the action belonged 
to the locals.

In the second possession of the 
game, a five-play drive culmi-
nated in a pass from quarterback 
Seth Peterson to Gabe Hagen for 
4 yards and a touchdown. Brad 
Staska kicked the extra point at 
3:42 of the quarter, and BP led 
7-0.  Later in the period Peter-
son found Alex Baldwin down 
the side for 31 yards and a 13-0 
lead at the first break.  The try 
for extra point went wide after 
a penalty nullified the first at-
tempt. Only score of the second 
quarter on a 1-yard burst by Max 
Romeo came after he had made 
two good runs to take the ball to 
that point.

Any suspense in the game dis-
appeared on the first plays of the 
third quarter.  Taking over on the 
50 after a short kickoff, Peterson 

rambled 27 yards on a keeper, 
and Romeo navigated the last 14 
yards for a touchdown just less 
than a minute into the half.  With 
just under seven minutes left, BP 
struck again, this time on a 31-
yard sprint from Matthew Pryor, 
and Peterson ended the scoring 
with a toss of 13 yards to Tim 
Wolf (Peterson’s third touch-
down pass of the game).

“The offensive line played 
well again”, commented Coach 
Chad Gimbel, “but I was a little 
disappointed in the defense the 
first half.  We left some gaps in 
which Cotter’s Austin Griffin 
could make some big runs. Oth-
er than that, it was a satisfying 
performance.”

That defense stepped up in the 
second half to stymie the Ram-

blers and sack the quarterback 
three times.  The offensive line, 
on the other hand, played an 
almost flawless game, opening 
some big holes to run through 
and protecting Peterson in the 
pocket for most of the game. 
Romeo led the defense with 11 
tackles, and Mitchell Oswald 
added 7.

BP   13     7     13    7 =  40
WC  0      0      0     6 =    6
BP RUSHING   310 yards-  Pe-
terson 4 for 78 yards, Romeo 10 
for 93, Pryor  3 for 42.
BP.  Peterson 12-21   195 yards 
–Simon2 for 49 yards, Hagen 4 
for 29.  Total Yards 505.

Staff Photos by Rick Bussler

Top: Blossoms running back Max Romeo (2) runs upfield during the first half of Blooming Prairie’s 40-6 blowout win over Winona-Cotter 
Friday at McFarlin Field. BP rushed for 310 yards in the win. Bottom left: Blossom receiver Colin Lerum (13) runs upfield. Bottom right: 
Blossoms quarterback Seth Peterson looks for a receiver to break open. 

Blossoms JV 
undefeated

By LEMAR NELSON 
Staff Sports Writer

In their second game of the 
week, the Blossom JV boys con-
tinued their fine play to defeat 
Bethlehem Academy 32-7 on 
the home field Thursday, Sept. 
21.  After a scoreless first quar-
ter the BP offense got rolling to 
lead 14-0 at the halftime break 
and never looked back. to re-
main unbeaten at 4-0.

Early in the second quarter 
quarterback Kaden Thomas 
found Matthew Pryor for a 25-
yard score.  Later in the quarter 
Ian Wayne  rambled 10 yards on 
a sweep, and Thomas’ run for 
the two-point conversion left the 
locals up 14-0 at the break.

Pryor took much of the sus-
pense out of the game, when he 
returned the second half kickoff 
65 yards for a  touchdown.  The 
Blossoms scored once more be-
fore the end of the quarter on a 
screen pass from Thomas to Pry-
or, after two consecutive hold-
ing penalties had knocked them 
back to the 45-yard line.

The Cardinals put a good drive 
together in the fourth quarter on 
a strong running attack, but the 
locals finished the scoring on 
a good running attack of their 
own, culminating with a run of 
10 yards from Mitchell Fiebiger.

“It was a demanding day for 
the team”, remarked Coach Nate 
Piller. “Heat, humidity, and a 
previous varsity practice shoved 
adversity at the boys, and only 
two reserves made iron man 
service for most of the team 
necessary.  It is a tribute to the 
boys that they overcame those 
obstacles.”

BP GOES 3-0 IN SEASON
A soggy field didn’t keep the 

Awesome Blossom JV football 
team from earning the third vic-
tory in a row for the locals.  They 
defeated Wabasha-Kellogg 42-
18 at home Monday, Sept. 18, 
after holding a slim 22-18 mar-
gin at the half.

The field dried out a little n 
the second half, and the Blos-

som defense tightened up con-
siderably, holding the Falcons 
scoreless the rest of the way. BP 
tallied two touchdowns in the 
second half, one in each quarter 
to extend the lead.  After hold-
ing WK on the first drive of the 
second half, it didn’t take long 
to strike.  Quarterback Thomas 
rolled to his right and lobbed a 
pass to Karson Vigeland for 60 
yards and the score. 

The Blossoms ended the scor-
ing with a fourth quarter touch-
down late in the game. Things 
opened up on the line, and Pryor 
weaved his way 28 yards and his 
third touchdown of the game.  A 
Thomas pass to Cole Christian-
son made the final score 42-18.

“We play these game with a 
real lack of depth”, commented 
Coach Nate Piller, “and we get 
tired late, but I thought our con-
ditioning and will to win were 
instrumental in this game. The 
line played really well, and the 
offensive players also performed 
at a high level.  Even though 
outsized, we won the battle in 
the trenches, and the margin of 
victory was no accident.”

After WK had scored on its 
second possession of the game 
on a good running attack, Alex 
Baldwin received the kickoff 
on the 30 and raced 70 yards 
for the tying touchdown   A 
Kaden Thomas pass to Karson 
Vigeland counted the two-point 
conversion.  Before the quarter 
ended, Thomas struck again on 
a 25-yard pass to Vigeland, and 
BP led 14-6 after one quarter.

The Falcons counted two 
touchdowns in the second quar-
ter on a strong running attack, 
but Pryor kept the Blossoms 
ahead with a 20-yard run and 
a two-point conversion from 
Thomas to Vigeland.  BP took 
a 22-18 margin to the break. 
The two second half touch-
downs ensured a 3-0 record after 
three weeks of the season. The 
next game for the JV team was 
Thursday against Bethlehem 
Academy.
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					     Div.      Overall	
	   
Sibley East				    3-0-0	 4-0-0
Maple River				    2-1-0	 3-1-0
Norwood Young America			   2-1-0	 3-1-0
NRHEG					     2-1-0	 2-2-0
W-E-M					     2-1-0	 2-2-0
LeSueur-Henderson				   1-2-0	 2-2-0
Gibbon-Fairfax-Winthrop			   0-3-0	 0-4-0
Lake Crystal-Wellcome Memorial		  0-3-0	 0-4-0

			 
					     Div.      Overall	
	   
Mayer Lutheran				    4-0-0	 4-0-0
Kenyon-Wanamingo			   3-0-0	 3-1-0
Lester Prairie/ Holy Trinity			   3-1-0	 3-1-0
St. Clair					     2-1-0	 3-1-0
Bethlehem Academy			   2-2-0	 2-2-0
United South Central			   2-2-0	 2-2-0
Medford					     0-3-0	 0-4-0
Minnesota Valley Lutheran			   0-3-0	 0-4-0
J-W-P					     0-4-0	 0-4-0

					     Div.      Overall	
	   
Northfield		 	 	 	 2-0-0	 4-0-0
Owatonna				    2-0-0	 4-0-0
Rochester Century 				   1-1-0	 2-2-0
Rochester Mayo				    1-1-0	 1-3-0
Rochester John Marshall			   0-2-0	 1-3-0
New Prague				    0-2-0	 0-4-0

Mid Southwest-West

South Central-Blue

Big Southeast-Red

Football State Rankings
Class 1A
1. BOLD
2. Wabasso
3. Goodhue
4. Minneota
5. Mayer Lutheran

*Receiving votes: 
Rushford-
Peterson, Ada-
Borup/NCW

Class 2A
1. Caledonia
2. Barnesville
3. Minneapolis 
North
4. Hawley
5. Triton

*Receiving votes: 
Pipestone Area, 
Redwood Valley

Class 5A
1. Owatonna
2. Elk River
3. Mankato West
4.Robbinsdale 
Copper
5. Mahtomedi

*Receiving votes: 
Chaska, 
Moorhead, 
Mankato West

Steele County Football Schedule
Blooming Prairie
Sept. 1... at Southland W 37-14
Sept. 9... vs. Fillmore Central W 
18-12
Sept. 15... at Wabasha-Kellogg 
W 40-14
Sept. 22... vs. Winona-Cotter W 
40-6
Sept. 29... at Goodhue
Oct. 6... vs. Hayfield
Oct. 18... at Rushford-Peterson
Medford
Sept. 2… at Winona-Cotter L 
31-22
Sept. 8... vs. Kenyon Wanamingo 
L 27-26
Sept. 15…vs. Bethlehem 
Academy L 0-32
Sept. 22… vs. Mayer Lutheran L 
42-8
Sept. 29… vs. Lester Prairie/ Holy 
Trinity  
Oct. 6... at St. Clair
Oct. 13... vs. Minn. Valley 
Lutheran

Oct. 18... vs. United South Central
NRHEG
Sept. 1… at Pipestone Area
L 14-7
Sept. 8... vs. Sibley East L 28-13
Sept. 15… vs. Norwood Young 
America W 14-12
Sept. 22… vs. G-F-W W 45-36
Sept. 29… at WEM
Oct. 6... vs. Maple River
Oct. 13…. at LeSueur-Henderson
Oct. 18... vs. Lake Crystal-WM

Owatonna
Sept. 1... vs. Faribault W 61-0
Sept. 8... vs. Rochester Mayo W 
46-7
Sept. 15... at Austin W 70-36
Sept. 22... at Rochester JM W 
42-6
Sept. 29... vs. Mankato East
Oct. 6... Rochester Century
Oct. 13... at Northfield
Oct. 18... at New Prague

*Source: Northstarfootball.com

Prep Preview

Staff photo by Josh Zimmer

Owatonna quarterback Abe Havelka.

Mid Southwest-East
			 
					     Div.      Overall	
	   
Blooming Prairie				    4-0-0	 4-0-0
Rushford-Peterson				    4-0-0	 4-0-0
Goodhue					    3-0-0	 4-0-0
Fillmore Central				    2-2-0	 2-2-0
Southland				    1-2-0	 2-2-0
Winona-Cotter				    1-2-0	 2-2-0
Wabasha-Kellogg				    1-3-0	 1-3-0
Kingsland					    0-3-0	 0-4-0
Hayfield	 	 	 	 	 0-4-0	 0-4-0

Photo courtsey of Skye’s the Limit Photography

Medford running back Brayden Beede (16) runs upfield during the second half of the Tigers’ 42-8 loss to state-ranked Mayer 
Lutheran. Medford rushed for 80 yards in the contest. 

NRHEG wins second-straight

Tigers fall 42-8

By JOSH ZIMMER 
Sports Editor

MEDFORD -For the second-
straight game, the Medford High 
School football team managed 
to hang with a tough opponent 
through three quarters. 

However, with the extreme 
heat wave that scorched much of 
southern Minnesota Friday eve-
ning, the Tigers started to wither 
away. 

Allowing 15 points in the 
fourth quarter, Medford fell in 
its fourth-straight contest 42-8 
to state-ranked Mayer Lutheran 
at Medford Public School. 

“I think we are relying on 
carrying the momentum,” com-
mented Head Coach Jerome 
Johannes. “How we finished 
should set us on the right track.” 

Johannes noted that defen-
sively, they have a slow start to 

the contest. Facing an early 14-0 
deficit, the Tigers needed some-
one to provide a spark. On the 
ensuing kickoff, they received 
just that. 

Catching the ball from the 
one-yard line, sophomore wide 
receiver Willie VonRuden raced 
99 yards to not only cut the lead 
to 14-8, but provided a much-
needed spark to the Tigers’ de-
fense. Johannes noted that after 
VonRuden’s touchdown, the de-
fense started to settle in, allow-
ing just one score for the rest of 
the first half. 

“It certainly gave us some 
new energy,” he added. “We 
were excited.” 

Johannes also added that in 
their first three games of the 
season, the coaching staff was 
wondering why teams were not 
kicking off to them, noting that 
teams often squib-kicked it to 
start the possession. 

“We were asking ourselves 
‘do they know something we 
don’t?” Johannes stated. “It was 
good to get a kick return.” 

While the return may have 
sparked the defense, the offense 
continued to struggle. Noting 
that there was a point of empha-
sis to control the line of scrim-
mage, Johannes stated that May-
er Lutheran simply dominated 
the line of scrimmage. And it 
showed. There was nothing go-
ing for the Tigers on the ground, 
recording a season-low 80 yards 
rushing while Javis VonRuden 
went 7-for-16 on his drop backs 
for only 52 yards. Mayer Luther-
an Cover-1 scheme was some-
thing that really overpowered 
the Tigers up front. 

“We would keep five in to 
block and they would send six,” 
added Johannes. “Their aggres-
sive style of defense makes 
teams have to worry about that.” 

As the game wore on, the Ti-
gers started to have players suc-
cumb to the heat, dealing with 
multiple players who were fight-
ing through cramps. By having 
to adjust the rotations, the Cru-
saders were able to score 22 
points in the second half. 

However, Johannes noted that 
the success in the kicking game 
forced Mayer Lutheran to gener-
ate long drives. 

On six punts, Javis VonRuden 
recorded 253 yards, pinning the 
Crusaders deep into their own 
territory. His long was 61 yards 
in the third quarter and averaged 
nearly 43 yards a punt. 

“He boomed them quite a bit,” 
Johannes added. “Forcing them 
into long drives certainly gives 
us an opportunity.” 

Medford will host Lester Prai-
rie Friday night. 

By JOSH ZIMMER 
Sports Editor

NEW RICHLAND - A week 
after narrowly defeating Nor-
wood Young America 14-12, the 
NRHEG High School football 
team played host to Gibbon-
Fairfax-Winthrop for homecom-
ing. 

It was a complete team show-
ing. 

Amassing 359 yards of total 
offense, 206 coming from the 
legs of standout running back 
Perry Peterson, the Panthers 
held on for a 45-36 win Friday 
night. 

“I was very happy with our ef-
fort tonight,” commented Head 
Coach Dan Stork. “We had a 
great week of practice that trans-

ferred over to the game.” 
After allowing the first points 

of the game, NRHEG scored on 
four-straight possessions. Senior 
Cole Staloch scored from seven 
yards out to give the Panthers 
a slim 7-6 lead. Back-to-back 
runs by Peterson would give 
NRHEG a commanding 19-6 
lead midway through the second 
quarter. Peterson would top the 
100-yard mark for the second 
time in three weeks, rushing 
for 206 yards on 24 carries. He 
averaged 8.1 yards a carry to 
go along with his three rushing 
touchdowns for the day. 

Staloch’s second touchdown 
run from nine yards out with 
1:45 left in the first half would 
give the Panthers a 25-6 lead 
just before the half. After a mi-
nor injury held out Staloch for 

one of NRHEG’s games earlier 
this season, the senior recorded 
five carries for 62 yards and two 
scores. He also added one recep-
tion for 13 yards. 

However, G-F-W’s Miguel 
Munoz’s 26-yard touchdown 
run with 26 seconds left would 
cut the lead to 25-12 at the half. 

To open the second half, the 
Panthers started to attack the 
G-F-W defense through the air. 
In three-second half scoring 
drives, quarterback Jake Stork 
threw a pair of touchdowns to 
Brady Agrimson. Agrimson’s 
first score from 12 yards out 
gave the Panthers a 31-12 lead. 

After Peterson’s third rush-
ing touchdown of the contest, 
Agrimson would give NRHEG 
a 45-12 lead early in the fourth 
quarter. Stork threw for just 47 

yards, but 2 of his 5 completions 
went to Agrimson for touch-
downs. Stork noted that it was 
great to be able to give everyone 
snaps. 

“We were able to play almost 
everyone on the sideline to-
night,” he added. “It”s so much 
fun to see the sophomores and 
freshmen get some time under 
the lights on a Friday night! Our 
kids played with a lot of class 
tonight and I am very proud of 
them for that.”

G-F-W managed to roar back 
to make it a close contest late 
in the fourth quarter, scoring 24 
points in the fourth quarter with 
Dominic Henrichs’  44-yard run 
with 24 seconds left being the 
final score. 

NRHEG (2-2) will travel to 
WEM Friday. 

Tigers allow 15 points in fourth quarter

F R E E  C O N S U L T A T I O N S

132 2nd Ave NE
Blooming Prairie

583.6613Dr. Deborah J Lien
DDS, MBS

ORTHODONTIC SPECIALIST www.drdeborahlienorthodontics.com



1011 Hoffman Drive • Owatonna
507-451-2585Open 5:00 AM to 9 PM daily

Homemade pies and cakes.  
Homemade soups and chili.

www.kernelrestaurant.com
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THIS ISN’T JUST A GAME
IT’S A WAY OF LIFE

SHOWN: .925 STERLING SILVER & 14K GOLD CHARMS 
INTRICATELY ENGRAVED WITH NFL TEAM LOGOS

507-451-0301
685 W BRIDGE ST #8, OWATONNA

MON-WED & FRI:10-6
THURSDAYS:10-8
SATURDAY:10-3

831 S. Oak Ave, Owatonna
Grocery: 507.451.1550 • Meat: 507.451.0071

G R I L L  I T !

Darrick Schewe
Owner

507-583-9994
Located in NAPA Auto Parts Building

Football Contest Rules
Contest: There will be 30 games each week during the contest, which begins Sept. 9 and runs for 12 weeks. 

How to win: Pick the team you think will win each game listed in the below advertisements. Write the team’s name 
in the blank with the corresponding number. Cut out the entry blank and enter to: Steele County Times, P.O. Box 
247, Blooming Prairie, MN 55917 or drop off at our office at 411 E. Main St. in Blooming Prairie. You may enter in 
person, mail or by e-mail to bptimes@frontiernet.net. It must be postmarked no later than 5 p.m. Friday. You must 
enter a score in the Tie-Breaker game or you will be disqualified.

What you win: The Times will award a $10 gift car to the Kernal Restaurant, in Owatonna to the person correctly 
predicting the most winners from the games listed. The person with the most correct games throughout the 12 
week contest will be awarded a subscription to the Steele County Times ($38 value) and a Chanhassen Dinner 
Theatre ticket for two ($175 value). An additional prize will be awarded if the winner correctly picks the outcome of 
all 30 games. Ties will be broken by the score of the Tie-Breaker game. All decisions by the judges are final. The 
contest is open to anyone age 14 and above, excluding staff and family members of Bussler Publishing, Inc. or 
Dodge Media, Inc.

	 1_ ___________________
	 2_ ___________________
	 3_ ___________________
	 4_ ___________________
	 5_ ___________________
	 6_ ___________________
	 7_ ___________________
	 8_ ___________________
	 9_ ___________________
	10_ ___________________
	11_ ___________________
	12_ ___________________
	13_ ___________________
	14_ ___________________
	15_ ___________________

	16_ ___________________
	17_ ___________________
	 8_ ___________________
	19_ ___________________
	20_ ___________________
	21_ ___________________
	22_ ___________________
	23_ ___________________
	24_ ___________________
	25_ ___________________
	26_ ___________________
	27_ ___________________
	28_ ___________________
	29_ ___________________
	30_ ___________________

Name_____________________________
Address___________________________
Phone_ ___________________________

ENTRY FORM

*Tie-Breaker Score_ ________________ *

Steele County Times 2017 

Football Contest

This week’s winner is Jerry Besser with 8 wrong.

Sales • Service • Rentals

800 - 722 - 1282 www.garlickswater.com

1.Maple River at Norwood-Young America

OPEN 
24 HOURS

495 West N. Street, Owatonna
507-451-7220 • www.cashwise.com

2. Bethlehem Academy at Hayfield

3. Medford at Lester Prairie

4. Blooming Prairie at Goodhue

5. USC at Minn. Valley Lutheran

7. Dover-Eyota at Triton 9. LeRoy-Ostrander at Grand Meadow 11. Northwestern at Wisconsin

13. Ohio State at Rutgers 15. Oklahoma State at Texas Tech 17. Maryland at Minnesota

21. Buffalo at Atlanta 23. Pittsburgh at Baltimore

27. NY Giants at Tampa Bay

28. Cincinnati at Cleveland

19. Ole Miss at Alabama

6. NRHEG at WEM

8. Mankato East at Owatonna 10. J-W-P at St. Clair 12. Indiana at Penn State

14. Georgia at Tennessee 16. Iowa at Michigan State 18. Clemson at Virginia Tech

22. Detroit at Minnesota 24. New Orleans at Miami

29. Jacksonville at NY Jets

30. Tennessee at Houston (tiebreaker)

20. California at Oregon

25. Oakland at Denver

26. Indianapolis at Seattle

QUALITY 
COLOR 

PRINTING
Let us handle 
all your printing needs…

•Business Forms
•Envelopes of all sizes
•Letterhead
•Carbonless Forms
•Laminating
•Color & B&W Copies
•Shipping Tags
•Wedding Invitations
•Graduation Cards

DODGE COUNTY PRINTING
121 West Main St., KASSON • 507.634.2661

DCP@kmtel.com

•Business Cards •Presentations 
•Brochures •Posters 
•Much More!
Fast, Friendly small town service
with a smile!

PCD

FLOOR TECH

Carpet • Vinyl • Laminate Wood • Ceramic

Call Us Now for a Consultation!
Tim Wacek • 583-2276 • 322 E. Main, Blooming Prairie
Derek Reichl • 552-1637 • 2201 E. Main St., Albert Lea

Your source for all your flooring needs

We service the 
following areas:
Albert Lea, MN
Austin, MN
Faribault, MN
Lake Mills, IA
Mankato, MN
Madison Lake, MN
Northfield, MN
Owatonna, MN
Rochester, MN
Winona, MN Get a clear picture on window cleaning services. The Quality Shines Through.

1101 8th Ave. SE, Austin, MN   507-437-3633 or 877-437-3633
www.endreswc.com   Member IWCA

Serving Austin and surrounding area since 1987



OHS has seven different scorers in 7-1 win
By JOSH ZIMMER 

Sports Editor

OWATONNA – After falling to Section 1AA op-
ponent Lakeville South 3-2 on Sept. 16, the Owa-
tonna boys soccer team was back in action on its 
home turf to play host to Big Nine Conference foe 
Rochester John Marshall. 

It didn’t take long for the Huskies to feel right 
at home. 

Scoring a trio of first half goals, the Huskies (4-

4-2) pounced on the Rockets for a 7-1 win in Big 
Nine Conference action. 

“We got everyone in,  and we got some guys 
scoring goals that haven’t really scored before,” 
commented Head Coach Bob Waypa. “It was a 
good night, so I’m pleased with how we played.”

Unlike their performance against Lakeville 
South where the offense struggled for much of 
the first half, the Huskies were on the attack from 
the opening whistle. In fact, it took Owatonna five 
minutes to set the tone for the contest. 

After slashing past a pair of Rockets’ defenders, 
Owatonna senior Nick Smith fired a tight angled 
shot that blazed right past JM’s keeper to give the 
Huskies an early 1-0 lead. Smith appeared to be 
feeling it early, nearly missing on his second shot 
attempt after making another play in which he 
split a pair of defenders. Waypa noted that some 
shuffling around with the lineup has opened the 
door for Smith. 

“He’s just too big, strong and fast for most out-
side defenders,” he added. “When you have him 

out wide, it’s a mismatch and we’re going to ex-
ploit that.”

Not wanting to be outdone by his brother, fel-
low Owatonna senior Nate Smith managed to get 
a head in on the action. On a corner kick attempt 
by senior Ryley Glynn, Smith was able to throw 
a header to the top-right of the Rockets’ goal to 
extend the Huskies lead to 2-0. Smith would also 

Staff photo by Josh Zimmer

Owatonna attacker Juan Maya (10) attempts to dribble past a Rochester John Marshall defender in the second half of the Huskies’ 7-1 win over the Rockets. Maya scored late in the second half. 
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Blooming Prairie cheerleading squad poses for a photo during a recent Blossom’ football home game. 

BOYS SOCCER
Continued on page 6B

BP volleyball wins two, 6B

Owatonna rolls in win

By LEMAR NELSON 
Staff Sports Writer

Something new is in the 
BPHS activity schedule this 
year. Or should it be some-
thing restored.  A cheerlead-
ing squad under the direction 
of Ashley Marquardt and Lexi 
La Montagne is leading Blos-
som fight yells from the side-
lines of football games, and 
the crowds are giving the girls 
enthusiastic support.

Many fans decried the ab-
sence of cheerleaders along 
the sidelines a year ago, and 
with the support of the two ad-
visors, the 9 girls took it upon 
themselves to do their part in 
raising and keeping Blossom 
spirit alive at home contests.  

The group has 2 juniors, 4 
sophomores, and 3 freshmen, 
and they all say that cheer-
ing for the team and leading 
the crowd in various chants 
is a rewarding thing for all of 
them.

Members of the team in-
clude Emily Krampitz, McK-
enzie Jensen, Gemini John-
son, Emily Kubicek, Kiya 
Thompson, Greta Sunde, Jil-
lian Wigham, Baylee Soren-
son, and Cassaundra Green.  
The group has added a lot of 
jump and spirit at games in 
support of the Awesome Blos-
som football team.

After brief  hiatus, 
cheerleading returns 
to Blooming Prairie

1151 Oak Ave. South
507-213-1984
www.rstart.net

REMOTE 
START
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GOLF LEAGUE STANDINGS
      FINAL

	 1	 Strunk, Farr, Koster	 98.5	             	
         2    	Bartsch, Lewer, Kartes 	 94.5
	 3	 Hinzmann, Wurst, Hueman	 91.5
	 4	 Larock, Iacovino, Schwartz	 90.5
	 5	 Behnken, Peterson, Peterson	 88.5
	 6	 Lembke, Benson, Hanson	 83.5	                           	
         7    	Carlson, Scheifer Jones, Kittleson 	 81.5
 	 8	 Braaten, Pirkl, Ressler	 80.5
	 9	 Kruckeberg, Kruckeberg, Johnson	 79
	 10	 D Glynn, C Glynn, Esplan	 76.5
	 11	 Motl, Meyer, Lembke	 76.5
	 12	 Seykora, Schuster, Schuster	 75.5
	 13	 Pfiefer, Wanous, Hardecopf	 74
	 14	 R.Skala, J.Skala, Theile	 73
	 15	 Johnson, Kvaltson, Bolver	 72.5
	 16	 Grunklee, Evans, Possehl 	 72.5
	 17	 Doerhoefer, Olson, Worke	 67
	 18	 White, Lysne, Johnson 	 66
	 18	 Lea, Hansen, D.Johnson	 66
	 18	 Clark, Blome, Skala	 66
	 21	 Morgon, Olson, Olson	 60
	 22	 Glynn, Gorman, Malo	 56
	 23	 Stangle, Stangle, Flemming	 54
	 24	 Haberman, Henefield, Nahlovsky	 53.5
	 25	 Klemmensen, J. Klemmensen, R. Anderson	 51
	

TOP SCORES

	 A	 Larock, Iacovino, Schwartz	 32 
	 A	 Braaten, Pirkl, Resler	 32
	 A	 Seykora, Schuster, Schuster	 32
	 A	 Lea, Hansen, D. Johnson	 32
       	 B	 Lembke, Benson, Hanson	 31
	 C	 Carlson, Scheifer Jones, Kittleson	 35
	 D	 Bartsch, Lewer, Kartes	 38
	 D	 Clark, Blome, Skala	 38

By LEMAR NELSON 
Staff Sports Writer

In a warmup meet before the 
teams travel north this weekend, 
both the boys and girls finished 
third a very competitive 9-team 
meet at New Richland on Tuesday, 
Sept. 19.  

NRHEG boys placed sixth, 
while the Panther girls recorded an 
incomplete score. Loyola/Cleve-
land and TCU ran one and two for 
the boys, while TCU and WEM/
JWP took first and second for the 
girls.

Coach John Bruns indicated that 
the course was a tough one. 

“Even at that, we had a lot of 

strong performances in the meet,” 
he remarked.  “Alec Ille ran second 
for the boys, with Cameron Kubi-
sta placing 13th with a nice race.  
Bobbie Bruns and Abby Smith 
both had strong top ten finishes for 
the girls.”

Ille ran the course in 17:10, and 
Kubista timed an 18:42.   Isaac Ille 
and Jesse Schewe followed with 
20:19 and 20:43 respectively.  

Ethan Grant, Alex Miller, and 
Adam Larson had times of 20:55, 
20:58, and 21:47.   Brian Jimenez 
and Colton Krell both finished un-
der 22 minutes, and Dylan John-
son timed a 25:33. 

Bruns ended her run at 21:55, 
good for 8th place individual, and 

Smith placed 10th in 23:26.  Em-
ily Anderson and Asha Lightizer 
timed 25; 25 and 25:30 respec-
tively, and Abby Braaten and Rose 
Michaud both finished under 27 
minutes at 26:39 and26:43.  Olivia 
Johnson Jerrin Jax, and Jackie Hy-
land rounded out the BP runners.

In junior high competition Sam 
Skillestad placed 8th with an 8:17 
time, and Hosea Baker and Elliott 
Swenson ran under 9 minutes at 
8:35 and 8:42. 

Host Panthers sixth
Ben Lewer finished 10th indi-

vidual for the Panther boys with 
an 18:34 time. Daniel Nydegger 

timed a 19:37 and Kollin Reese ran 
the course in 20:51.  Agro Gushwa 
and Gavin Anderson ran under 
23 minutes at 21:16, and 22:47, 
a Tylar Malakowsky also ran for 
NRHEG.

Madisyn Buetel placed 15th for 
the girls in 24:09, Jade Mely timed 
a 25:26, and Mia Williams came in 
at 29:03.  “Lewer had a good race 
to finish in the top ten and run his 
personal best”, commented Coach 
Mike Weber.  “It was a great home 
meet with lots of fans coming out 
to support the runners.”

Huskies win in lopsided contest                 
BOYS SOCCER: from page 5B

By LEMAR NELSON 
Staff Sports Writer

Following a sweep over South-
land and getting swept at Medford 
earlier in the week, the Blossom 
volleyball team ended the week on 
a high note, sweeping Maple River 
at Mapleton on Thursday, Sept. 21.   

The first two games stayed fairly 
close, but BP won game three eas-
ily.  The Blossoms took game one 
25-19, captured game two 25-19, 
and then coasted to a 25-12 victory 
in the third game.  The win upped 
the season record to 11-7.

As Coach Ranell Kittelson com-
mented, “It was a nice win tonight, 
coming off a tough loss to Med-
ford.  

“The girls were able to turn 
things around and play up to their 
ability. We blocked, passed, and re-
mained aggressive throughout the 
match.”

Sam Wurst had a great night 
with 12 kills and 4 bocks, and Ju-

lia Worke pounded down 11 kills, 
had three blocks, and added 4 ace 
serves.  She served 12 points in the 
game one victory and 11 points 
straight in game three. McKenna 
Hein and Aryen Ingvalson had 6 
and 5 kills respectively.  Linnea- 
Byers Sunde scrambled for 18 digs, 
and Heather Pirkl handed out 25 
assists

Tigers sweep BP
Although the Blossoms had a 

chance in game two, Medford’s 
one-two punch of Emma Kniefel 
and Rachael Luebbe proved too 
much for the locals in a Tiger 
sweep at Medford Tuesday Sept.19.  
The Tigers won game ne 25-19, 
squeaked out a 25-22 win in game 
two and then closed out the match 
25-18.

Medford kept the Blossoms off 
balance most of the night, as the 
play at the net favored the Tigers on 
every point.  Some good serves by 

Worke in the second game gave BP 
a chance, but the home team scored 
the last three points after a 22-22 
tie.  Wurst and HeIn had consecu-
tive kills in game three to trail by 
just three points 19-16, but that was 
the last gasp for the locals, as Med-
ford counted the last 6 points in the 
match.

 Ingvalson and Wurst had 5 kills 
each, Hein and Rachel Oswald each 
had 4, and Julia Worke had 3 kills 
and 15 digs.  Linnea Sunde roamed 
the court for 16 digs, and Heather 
Pirkl assisted on 18 points.

BP sweeps Southland
The first two games were close, 

but the Awesome Blossom volley-
ball team won both games and then 
dominated game three in a sweep 
over visiting Southland.  BP won 
on Monday, Sept. 18, by scores of 
25-21, 25-20, and 25-16, and upped 
the overall record to10-6

The Rebels stayed close in each 

of the first two games, but the 
Blossoms had a little more staying 
power and managed to end out both 
games with late points and some 
god kills and blocks at the net. Os-
wald led the way in game one with 
7 points, including 6 of the last 9.  
The second game saw the locals get 
a balanced scoring attack emerge, 
and setter Pirkl helped the cause in 
game three with 5 points.

“This was a great three-game 
win”, remarked Coach Ranell Kit-
telson.  “The girls did a god job of 
rallying and pulling the offense 
together late in the games.  They 
stayed aggressive and stayed in 
control most of the match”

 Hein led the way with 11 kills, 
and Wurst and Worke each added 
8.   Wurst also had 4 blocks in 
the match. Sunde scrambled for 
11 digs, as did Worke, and Pirkl 
finished her night with 28 assists. 
Ingvalson helped the cause with 
5 kills, and Oswald served 3 aces 
and had 2 big blocks.

Blossoms pick up two wins

Lady Huskies win five-straight

record a pair of assists in the 
contest late into the second 
half. 

Owatonna continued to lay 
the offensive pressure on the 
Rockets, recording seven shots 
on goal in the first half. If not 
for a pair of near misses off of 
bobbled saves, the Huskies’ 
lead prior to the end of the half 
could have easily been greater. 

However, they say good 
things come in threes and late 
into the first half, Late into 
the first half, the third bob-
bled save wouldn’t result in a 
near miss. After the Rockets’ 
keeper bobbled a Nick Smith 
shot, Seth Bungum was able 
to add to the Huskies’ lead in 
the 37th minute. Waypa noted 
that attacking the net may have 
caused the keeper to become 
agitated. 

 “We just said put every-
thing on net because you never 
know,” he added. 

John Marshall opened the 
second half with new life. 

After struggling with gen-
erating any sort of offensive 
in the first half, the Rockets 
were able to give on the board 
after Rual Hernandez’s penalty 
kick. However, that new life 
was short ended as the Rock-
ets were never able to establish 
their momentum despite cut-

ting the lead to 3-1. 
In the 46th minute, Zach Wil-

liams made a sharp stop before 
ripping a shot that sailed just 
over the glove of the Rock-

ets’ keeper to extend the lead 
to 4-1. After a few attempts 
sailed high, Zach Kraus tal-
lied a goal after his lazy floater 
sailed through the hands of the 

JM keeper. In fact, in a span 
of 10 minutes, the Huskies 
three goals with Juan Maya 
and Brandon Guenther netting 
goals just three minutes apart. 

Area runners compete in NRHEG invite

By JOSH ZIMMER 
Sports Editor

OWATONNA - The Owatonna 
Soccer Complex is the ideal 
location for the Owatonna 
girls soccer team this season. 
In 11 games this season, the 
Huskies have walked off the 
pitch victorious in five games. 

Five is also the length the 
Huskies are hoping to extend 
the win streak to. 

Thursday, the Huskies 
looked to make extend that 
mark to six. 

They did just that. 
Jordan Whalen’s hat trick 

guided the Huskies (9-3) to a 
shutout Rochester Mayo 6-0 
on a humid September night. 

“It was fun tonight to watch 
us finish goals,” commented 
Roddy. “We’ve picked up 
some nice wins the last few 
games, but left chances on the 
table. Tonight it felt like when 
we got our chances we were 

putting them away.”
The early goings of the 

contest shows signs of a tight 
game rather than a shutout. 
Both teams struggled to es-
tablish any offensive momen-
tum, getting a few good runs 
but quickly being eaten up by 
an opposing defender. Roddy 
noted that it was a slow start 
for his squad. 

Just prior to Kenna West fir-
ing wide off a feed from Grace 
Wolfe, the Huskies started to 
establish a bit of a presence in 
the offensive zone in large part 
to their passing. The commu-
nication between Owatonna 
players may have been the 
best display this season. They 
seemingly knew where each 
other was going to be. 

“For a little while, we’ve 
been connecting passes pretty 
well, what was nice tonight is 
we’re finding that killer pass,” 
Roddy added. “A few of our 
goals were set up by beautiful 

through balls.”
In the 21st minute, the Hus-

kies managed to draw first 
blood after Wolfe managed 
to dribble between a pair of 
Spartans defenders to fire a 
shot past Mayo keeper Greta 
Van Loon. Just minutes later, 
Whalen was able to be in the 
right place at the right time, 
cleaning up a deflected head-
er from Bria Wachowiak that 
bounced off the post to give 
Owatonna the 2-0 lead.  Wha-
len would complete the hat 
trick in the second half with a 
pair of goals. 

“She’s been playing great,” 
Roddy stated. “Tonight kind 
of culminated to what she was 
building to.”

Just seven minutes later, So-
phie Amundson extended the 
lead to 3-0 in the 37th minute. 

Owatonna was simply 
dominant in all phases of the 
game. If it was a 50-50 ball, 
Owatonna seemed to corral 

it. If defenders swarmed on a 
Huskies’ attacker, teammates 
were somewhere in the vicin-
ity uncovered. If somehow the 
Huskies were unable to win a 
jump ball, the Huskies defense 
dug in. 

In 80 minutes of play, the 
Huskies defense allowed two 
shots on goal, the first coming 
in the 15th minute of the first 
half. From then on, it was all 
Owatonna. Much of the credit 
as Roddy noted should go to 
Hannah Gebur and Syd Kret-
low. Kretlow, who prior to a 
string of injuries never played 
defense, was simply a mis-
match on the backend of the 
defense. Her blend of size and 
speed essiesntly erased any 
opportunity for an offensive 
possession. 

“She’s doing awesome,” 
Roddy added. “She’s been 
playing phenenmal.”

The Huskies will play Red 
Wing on Tuesday. 

Staff photo by Josh Zimmer
Owatonna forward, Jordan Whalen, fights for position during the 
first half of the Huskies big zero win over Rochester Mayo on 
Thursday.

Submitted photo

Medford’s volleyball team went 3-2 at the St. James invite 
Saturday. 

Panthers swept		
 by WEM

Head coach Onika Peterson 
noted that coming into Thurs-
day’s contest, they knew that 
WEM was going to be extreme-
ly tough. 

Despite knowing, they simply 
couldn’t overcome the talent. 

In a  three-game sweep, WEM 
rolled over NRHEG in a Gopher 
Conference match. 

“I look at tonight’s game as 
a moral victory that we need to 
keep building off of,” Peterson 
added. 

Hannah Budach tied with Ol-
ivia Christopherson for a team-
high 16 digs. Christopherson 
also tied with two others for a 
team-high four digs. 

Tigers extend winning 
streak to four

Despite starting out flat, the 
Medford High School volleyball 
team was able to extend its win-
ning streak to four-straight with a 

sweep over Tri City- United. 
After trailing 18-11 in Game 1, 

the Tigers were able to force extra 
an overtime situation before com-
ing out on top 29-27. In the final 
two games of the match, the Ti-
gers offense was able to roll, win-
ning 25-15 in Game 2 and 25-17 
in Game 3. 

Madi Krenske led the team with 
a team-high 27 digs and Emma 
Kniefel led the team with 13 kills. 

Medford survives 
against Pine Island

Rolling to a quick 2-0 lead over 
Pine Island, the Tigers started to 
slip a bit, dropping the next two 
games. 

In the final game of the night, 
the Tigers offense managed to 
have just enough to make it close 
to edge the visitors 15-13. 

Madi Krenske recorded a 
team-high 63 digs while Kiley 
Nihart and Morgan Langslag 
added 23 and 22 respectively. 
Offensively, Kniefel and Aman-
da Honsey paced the Tigers with 
11 and 12 kills respectively.

Area briefs

This week’s Athlete of 
the Week goes to Owatonna 
junior Jordan Whalen. 

In the Huskies’ 6-0 shutout 
win over Rochester Mayo, 
Whalen led the team in 
scoring with three goals. 

She recorded the first of 
her three goals in the first 
half to give the Huskies a 
2-0 lead. 

Whalen would record her 
second and third goals of the 
game minutes apart in the 
second half. Jordan Whalen
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Janelle Prokopec Kendall - Distinctive Service
Jake Peterson - Distinctive Service

Raymond Kubicek - Distinctive Service

Carl Peterson - Athlete
Robert Hansen - Athlete

Naomi Erickson - Educator

Tickets will be available at the New York Life office,  
Julie Noble, or a BPEF board member.

The Honorees:        the 2017 blooming prairie 
 Education Foundation Banquet 

at the Blooming   Prairie Servicemen’s Club. 
will be held on Saturday, Sept. 30

By HOWARD LESTRUD
Staff Writer

"We are doing our best to support existing 
community funds," Tim Penny, president of 
the Southern Minnesota Initiative Foundation, 
told the Blooming Prairie Chamber of Com-
merce.

Penny, who has been affiliated with SMIF 
for 10 years, was the guest speaker at a regular 
monthly meeting of the Chamber held at the 
Lansing Corners Supper Club.

"It's all about smaller towns in our region," 
Penny remarked.

In detailing the three major targets of SMIF, 
Penny said a major role of the foundation is to 
help small towns create community funds. He 
said SMIF has 27 community funds.

Most recently, SMIF donated a $10,000 
grant to Ellendale. Obligation of the Ellendale 
Community Fund was to raise $2,500, which 
it quickly did to earn the $10,000 grant. The 
monies were dedicated to refurbishing the El-

lendale Community Center.
The foundation has over $30 million in en-

dowments for community funds. Penny, a for-
mer U.S. congressman, emphasized that farms 
can be donated to SMIF.

Penny praised the southern Minnesota area 
for its indigenous leadership. "I am a small 
town guy and am glad to say that the founda-
tion has a connection with small town," Penny 
said.

SMIF is dedicated to serving the 20-county 
region. Penny said he remembered having 
some "painful conversations" with farmers 
during the Farm Crisis 30 years ago. He said a 
farmers restructuring act helped the situation.

Penny's foundation is one of six rural foun-
dations in the state and it involves 80 non-
metro counties. He said SMIF has the most 
population centers of any foundation in the 
state with 12.

Penny paid credit to Ken Trom, local resi-
dent, for his help in starting the foundation.

Two other categories Penny detailed in-
cluded early childhood and entrepreneurial 

support. 
He said 30 to 40 percent of the SMIF funds 

go to Early Childhood. He praised Ameri-
Corps for its involvement in Early Child-
hood. Penny also mentioned that SMIF's Early 
Childhood program gives away 50,000 books 
every year.

In regard to the entrepreneurial program, 
SMIF provides a small enterprise loan pro-
gram.

Penny praised the BP Chamber and its exec-
utive director, Becky Noble, for its leadership 
in Blooming Prairie's growth.

Penny said he is often asked: "Are you Tim 
Penny?" He said his common response is  "I 
used to be." He carved out 12 years in Con-
gress and also was a Minnesota state senator.

Chamber president Greg Johnson of B to 
Z Hardware presided over a brief business 
meeting. He informed the membership about 
upcoming events: Manufacturers luncheon on 
Oct. 4; wine tasting Nov. 2 and next chamber 
meeting on Oct. 18 at The Bakery.

 

Staff photo by Rick Bussler

Just as the harvest season kicked off last week with combining soybeans, a Blooming Prairie area farmer uffered a huge loss when his 
John Deere combine went up in flames. Blooming Prairie Fire responded to the Doug Bruggeman farm south of Blooming Prairie Thursday 
afternoon. Bruggeman had just started harvesting a soybean field. According to fire chief Dean Naatz, the fire started under the cab and 
was likely due to an electrical malfunction. Naatz said the combine was totaled and no one was injured. He hasn’t seen a combine fire in 
the area for at least four years. The Mower County Sheriff’s Office assisted at the scene.

By HOWARD LESTRUD
Staff Writer

Volunteering is contagious. Just ask Jennifer Wayne 
of Blooming Prairie.

She was recently recognized as the Steele County 
United Way award recipient in Blooming Prairie. 

The award was presented to Wayne at halftime of 
the Blooming Prairie-Winona Cotter football game in 
Blooming Prairie Friday night.

Kim Schaufenbuel, United Way Executive Direc-
tor for Steele County, presented the award to signal the 
kickoff of the United Way campaign. 

County United Way recipients are said to embody the 
LIVE UNITED philosophy in Steele County. Schaufen-
buel said, "Award recipients are exemplary in their 
charitable giving; are strong advocates for projects, pro-
grams or initiatives that change lives and they are people 
who demonstrate an above average amount of volunteer 
time with a diversity of community organizations and 
with the United Way."

Flanked by her family as she walked the McFarlin 
Football Field, Wayne waved to the crowd and offered 
thanks for the recognition.

"It's really a nice honor for being recognized for vol-
unteering," said Wayne, who has been an active volun-
teer for the United Way workplace campaign for years. 

She also has participated in the Dolly Parton Imagina-
tion fundraiser auction to raise money for children in 
Steele County. Free books are donated every month to 
Steele County kids under five.

Wayne is a deacon on the First Lutheran Church Coun-
cil and also serves on the Westfield Cemetery Commit-
tee. Her other volunteerism is directed toward the Steele 
County Parks and Recreation Board and to the local BP 
Music Boosters. She is chair of this group.

"Volunteerism is really strong in Blooming Prairie 
and I am proud to be a part of it," she said. She saluted 
the Blooming Prairie Cancer Group, Education Founda-
tion and the BP Youth Club as being strong supporters 
of the community.

Wayne said, "You always hear people saying that the 
same people volunteer so I encourage others who have 
not volunteered previously, to step forward."

Volunteering was contagious for Wayne, catching the 
bug from her parents Leonard and Sue Sonnek of Dela-
van. The Sonneks still volunteer in many community 
activities in the Blue Earth County area. Her father is 
commander of the Wells VFW and commander of the 
Delavan American Legion.

Her mother is active in church functions and also 
serves on the local library board.

She and her husband Paul have two children, Abby, 
a student at Mankato State University and Ian, a junior 
at Blooming Prairie High School. Jennifer Wayne is 
originally from Delavan, population 150. She graduated 
from Blue Earth Area High School.

While in high school, Wayne played volleyball and 
she continues to love the sport. She is a ninth grade 
coach for the volleyball squad and assistant coach for 
the varsity. She also has played in women's league vol-
leyball in Owatonna.

Wayne has three siblings, a brother in Delano and two 
sisters, one in Delavan and the other in Minneapolis.

Paul Wayne served as chief of police in BP from 1996 
to 2014. They moved to Blooming Prairie in 1997. He 
is retired and works part time for Enterprise Rental in 
Owatonna.

"More hands make light work," says Jennifer Wayne 
as she encourages more people to volunteer. "People are 
really willing to pitch in here in Blooming Prairie," she 
said.

Wayne has loved to follow her kids' sporting events 
and she enjoys spending time with family. "I watch TV 
a little bit, especially the Minnesota Twins," she con-
fesses.

Combine up in flames

United Way winner 
finds volunteering 

contagious

Staff photo by Rick Bussler

United Way Executive Director Kim Schaufenbuel, 
left, presents its Blooming Prairie award to Jennifer 
Wayne, an active volunteer in the county. The award 
was presented during halftime of the Blooming 
Prairie-Winona Cotter football game Friday night. 

Blooming Prairie Area Chamber of 
Commerce member Darrell Hansen gets 
ready to attack a huge hamburger at a 
Chamber supper held at Lansing Corners on 
Wednesday night, Sept. 20. (Staff photo by 
Howard Lestrud)

Former Congressman Tim Penny, now president of the Southern Minnesota Initiative 
Foundation (SMIF) spoke to the Blooming Prairie Area Chamber of Commerce membership 
at a recent meeting. The meeting was held at Lansing Corners. (Staff photo by Howard 
Lestrud)

Penny: It’s all about smaller towns

By LeMAR NELSON 
Staff Writer

Twelve years ago, a cousin mentioned that 
it would be fun to hold a reunion like a lot of 
other families do.  The idea bore fruit, and the 
weekend of Aug. 4-6 thus found the South Da-
kota clan of Adolph Nelson gathering for the 
fourth reunion, this time at my home right here 
in Blooming Prairie. 

Although the founder of the clan, my grand-
father, has been dead for over 55 years, we 
have honored his memory with a reunion 
every three years for the past dozen, and ap-
proximately three dozen managed to break 
away from their normal hectic lives to attend 
the event this time.

At this occasion relatives from Monmouth 

and The Dalles, Oregon: Vancouver, Canada; 
Bradenton Florida, Milbank, South Dakota; 
and several locations here in Minnesota gath-
ered to reminisce and relive experiences of 
days long gone.  We ultimately decided that 
because of the advancing age of many family 
members (I am now the patriarch at 84 years 
of age), we should probably meet every two 
years.  Thus, we will convene in 2019 at my 
sister’s home in Oregon.

During the three-day weekend in Blooming 
Prairie, a group of relatives visited the Farib-
ault woolen mills, several went to the Reptile 
Zoo in Owatonna, and almost two dozen spent 
time at the Spam Museum in Austin.  Several 
wool blankets were purchased at the woolen 
mills, my great granddaughter sat docile, if 
a little uncomfortably while a boa constric-

tor wound itself around her neck, at the zoo, 
and quite a few cans of Spam left the museum 
following the visit there.  All in all the visits 
proved entertaining and sometimes even excit-
ing to the relatives

The Friday pizza meal from the local Pizza 
Cellar and subsequent bonfire, the catered Sat-
urday night dinner and another bonfire, and 
Sunday breakfast and brief memorial worship 
service conducted by my retired pastor brother 
provided a fitting climax to the festivities. 

 We have decided that every family should 
find the time occasionally to get together as a 
family and relive favorite memories of events, 
both good and bad. There is nothing so impor-
tant or memorable as a family, and the oppor-
tunity to gather as such should be cherished.

Nothing more important than family
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LIVINGPLUS

YOUR AGRI
CONNECTION

www.steeledodgenews.com

Call Dallas for all your Drainage Needs!
507-451-2873
Toll-Free 1-855-298-2568

We can also help you with:
• Aggregate Products • Hauling
• Waterway Cleaning • Septic
• All Excavation Projects

Let Us Put A Drainage Project Like This 
On Your Farm

41 Years
in Business!

Excavation & Drainage, Inc.

LOKEN

3695 Hoffman Drive NW • Owatonna • loken@qwestoffice.net

Claire LaCanne 

ON THE 
FARM

Ways to prevent soil compac-
tion during harvest

Maintaining healthy soil is 
important. The Minnesota De-
partment of Agriculture asserts 
that “protecting soil is critical 
to protecting our ecosystems 
and our ability to raise crops or 
maintain a backyard garden.” 
One threat to the health and 
function of agricultural soils is 
compaction. 

Soil compaction is an espe-
cially important issue because it 
has compounding effects. Even 
if an agricultural soil has suffi-
cient nutrients, plants will grow 
poorly if they cannot reach nu-
trients, water, and air. As a re-
sult, yields are lower and input 
costs may be higher. 

We often think of avoiding 
compaction in our wet soils 
during planting. However, soil 
compaction is not just a spring 
issue. Minnesota often has wet 
soil conditions during harvest, 
and there are three major ways 
to prevent compaction while 
harvesting. You can manage 
axle loads, properly inflate field 
equipment tires, and control 
field traffic. 

The weight of our field equip-
ment can increase the severity of 
compaction in wet soils. Heavy 
axle loads lead to deeper com-
paction in the soil profile. As 
loads increase beyond 10 tons 
per axle, the potential to com-
pact the soil past the tillage layer 
increases. Full combines, slur-
ry tankers, and grain carts can 
weigh between 18 and 40 tons 
per axle and can create compac-
tion 2 to 3 feet deep. Equipping 
machinery with tracks or duals 
can help cause less compaction 

due to increased flotation. Ad-
ditionally, combines should be 
unloaded more frequently to 
decrease the weight of the com-
bine. 

Before using any equipment 
in the field, check tire pressure. 
Proper inflation helps reduce 
soil compaction and improves 
tractor efficiency. Studies have 
shown that tire inflation (psi) 
will determine the depth and 
severity of compaction even 
when axle loads are held con-
stant. Producers should check 
with their tire manufacturer or 
search the web for proper tire 
size and inflation rate for their 
equipment.

The reasoning behind con-
trolled traffic is that the major-
ity of soil compaction (about 
80 percent) occurs on the first 
pass through the field. As far 
as equipment goes, the grain 
cart has the greatest potential 
to compact the soil due its large 
carrying capacity (>1,500 bush-
els) and its single axle on which 
to carry that weight.

Jodi Dejong-Hughes, soils ed-
ucator, has compiled these tips 
to follow when using a grain 
cart:

1. Try to use the same paths 
across the field.

2. Use the combine’s previous 
wheel tracks when unloading 
the combine.

3. After loading the grain cart, 
follow those tracks down the 
field and take the headlands back 
to the semi or field entrance.

4. Never diagonally cross the 
field. This will create multiple 
wheel track patterns at 80 per-
cent compaction.

5. If semis cannot be parked 
on the road, they should be kept 
on the headlands. Semis and 
gravity wagons may have a low-
er axle load, but the tire inflation 
is quite high.

Preventing soil compaction 
will enhance water infiltration 
and storage capacity, decrease 
plant root stress, and should help 
with efficiency and timeliness of 
operations in the spring. 

Claire LaCanne is the agri-
cultural extension educator for 
Steele and Rice counties. Her 
column appears in this publica-
tion regularly.

Ways to prevent soil 
compaction during harvest

Organic I  Non-GMO  I  Identiy Preserved

Contact us for Crop Planning & Crop Programs

■ IP, Non-GMO and Organic Soybeans

■ IP and Organic Corn

■ Organic Feed Inputs

■ Conventional Grains

■ Agronomy Inputs

CURRENTLY CONTRACTING SOYBEAN & CORN ACRES
Delivery locations in Hope, Blooming Prairie & Ellendale, MN. Contracts with year-round delivery.

Contact SunOpta for all your grain marketing needs. 

PHONE: 507-451-4724 • TOLL-FREE: 1-800-342-6976 • EMAIL: GROWER@SUNOPTA.COM

Northwest Minnesota received substantial rainfall while other 
of parts of the state remained dry enough to begin soybean harvest 
during the week ending September 24, 2017, according to USDA’s 
National Agricultural Statistics Service. There were 4.4 days suit-
able for fieldwork. Harvest continued for corn silage, dry beans, 
potatoes, sugarbeets and alfalfa hay.

Topsoil moisture supplies rated 1 percent very short, 9 percent 
short, 76 percent adequate and 14 percent surplus. Subsoil mois-
ture supplies rated 3 percent very short, 12 percent short, 79 per-
cent adequate and 6 percent surplus.

Ninety-three percent of the corn for grain crop reached the dent 
stage, 6 days behind the 5-year average. Thirty-three percent had 
reached maturity, 9 days behind average. There were scattered re-
ports of corn for grain being harvested in southeast Minnesota. 
Corn harvested for silage was 60 percent complete, one week be-
hind average. Corn condition was unchanged at 81 percent good 
to excellent. Ninety-three percent of the soybean crop was turning 
color with 64 percent dropping leaves. Soybeans were 7 percent 
harvested. Soybean condition declined slightly to 71 percent good 
to excellent.

The dry edible bean crop harvest advanced to 69 percent com-
plete, surpassing the average of 64 percent but remaining behind 
last year’s pace of 81 percent. Sunflower condition was 85 percent 
good to excellent. Potato harvest was 58 percent complete. Sugar-
beets were 10 percent lifted, 5 days behind average. Sugarbeet 
condition was unchanged at 89 percent good to excellent.

The third cutting of alfalfa hay was 89 percent complete. Pas-
ture condition declined to 53 percent good to excellent.

Minnesota Crop Report

Stop in, or contact us today 
for a FREE consultation!

ClearyBuilding.com • 800-373-5550

FEATURING:

WINTER BUILD SALE
Protecting what you value since 1978!

Stop in, or contact us today

Building pictured is not priced in ad. Crew travel 
required over 50 miles. Local building code modi-

fi cations extra. Price subject to change without 
notice. 50 PSF Ground Snow Load

BUILDING SPECIALS!
24'x32'x12' • $10,571
30'x56'x15' • $17,136
42'x64'x16' • $24,439
60'x104'x17' • $51,796

KASSON, MN
507-634-6640

MN#20076522

 

DISH DEALS!!
$49./mo.

99

$14./mo.
95

where available

for 24 months

ADD HIGH-SPEED INTERNET

190 Channels

1-844-828-0961

Now only ...

Requires credit qualification and commitment    

CALL TODAY - PROMO CODE: FreeEchoDot

Switch to DISH and
Get a FREE Echo Dot
Control your TV hands-free with DISH 
Hopper + Amazon Alexa

Requires internet-connected Hopper® or Wally® and Echo, Echo Dot or Amazon Tap device.Requires internet-connected Hopper® or Wally® and Echo, Echo Dot or Amazon Tap device.

LIMITED TIME! Mention o�er code FreeEchoDot

“Alexa, go to HGTV.”

IT BEGINS WITH YOU: 
INCORPORATING 
COVER CROPS

Cover crops are grasses, le-
gumes or small grains grown 
between regular grain crop pro-
duction periods for the purpose 
of protecting and improving the 
soil.
WHAT IS A COVER CROP?

Cover crops are the small 
grain or legume 

“green” crops that are seeded 
in early fall to protect and im-
prove water quality during the 
“brown” winter months. This 
extend-ed period between har-
vest and planting without living 
plants on the ground can leave 
soil, water and nutrients exposed 
and unprotected from erosion 
and leaching.
WHY IS IT A GOOD IDEA 
FOR FARMERS TO PLANT 
COVER CROPS?

Farmers are seeing the value 
of having a 

cover crop and 
more are incorpo-
rating them into 
their row-crop 
systems because 
they offer a way to 
improve soil qual-
ity, combat com-
paction, eliminate 
erosion and maximize soil nu-
trients. They may also increase 
crop production. By improving 
soil quality and the rooting of 
the corn or soybean crop, you 
get more consistent yields, rath-
er than having large swings from 
one year to the next.

Putting more “green” plants 
into the “brown” months will 
help main-tain natural cycles for 
water, carbon, nutrients and soil 
organisms now and in the future. 

Even with these potential ben-
efits to the soil and water, many 
farmers are hesitant to add cover 
crops to their farming system, 
but with good management, 
cover crops can help offset feed 
costs for cattle, hold precious ni-
trogen in place and add import-
ant organic matter to soils, in-
creasing their ability to soak up 
water during heavy rains. The 
potential uses of cover crops are 
many, and new momentum for 
this practice has increased dra-
matically.

In natural ecosystems, most of 
the time the ground is not frozen 

and there are plants grow-ing, 
recycling water and nutrients, 
and fixing carbon – at the very 
least, covering the soil. Research 
explains the benefits of using 
cover crops in annual cropping 
systems: 

• Plants and plant litter protect 
soil from erosion by intercepting 
raindrops, slowing surface water 
flow, increasing infiltration, and 
holding soil with roots.

• Plants moderate soil and air 
temperatures by intercepting 
radia-tion, shading or mulching 
the soil surface, and transpiring 
water.

• Lastly, plants maintain soil 
productivity by preventing soil 
nutrient loss, increasing soil car-
bon, improving water holding 
capacity, and maintaining soil 
structure.

In addition to holding soil in 
place and capturing nutrients, 
cover crops are also an “in-field” 
practice, an investment account 

for the farmer, as opposed to 
“out-of-field” practices such as 
wetlands, buffers, etc., which 
require a subsidy from the farm-
er. They also extend the grazing 
season and reduce the need for 
stored forages, or free up pas-
tures to increase rest periods or 
make more hay. 

Additionally, cover crops al-
low crop roots to go deeper, and 
can be grown in any farming 
system.
INTRO TO COVER CROP 
USES AND BENEFITS

Cover crop benefits reach far 
and wide – from soil erosion 
protection to returning nutrients, 
they offer ways to improve your 
bottom line.
ORGANIC WEED 
CONTROL

A major issue with growing 
row crops organically is weed 
invasion. Without herbicides, 
how do you control weeds? That 
is where the cov-er crops help. 

For example, an aerial-ap-
plied seeding of a wheat and 
red clover cover crop mixture 
is helping to suppress weeds on 

200 acres of certified organic 
cropland for a farming family in 
southeast Iowa. The 200 acres 
helps feed a 150-head certified 
organic dairy herd.
POSITIVE EFFECT ON 
WATER QUALITY

A Michigan State University 
Extension Team worked togeth-
er to assess the amount of sed-
iment and phosphorus that cov-
er crops can reduce to improve 
Michigan water quality, finding 
that on average, cover crops will 
reduce sediment 1,840 pounds/
acre from wind erosion and will 
decrease sediment 340 pounds/
acre from water erosion. Cover 
crops are estimated to reduce 
phosphorus by 0.30 pounds/
acre from wind erosion and 0.04 
pounds/acre from water erosion.

Based on surveys and other 
resource materials, it is estimat-
ed that 1.1 million acres were 
planted in cover crops in 2011 
when including wheat. About 

400,000 acres of cover crops 
were planted excluding wheat. 
Seed dealer comments have in-
dicated at least a doubling of 
cover crop seed sales over the 
last year.
WHAT CROPPING SYS-
TEMS ARE COMPATIBLE 
WITH COVER CROPS?

Cover crops can be added to 
any farming system, but fit well 
with no-till, strip-till, or spring 
tillage-only systems. They fit 
best here because they give the 

cover crop a longer growth pe-
riod. 

Cover crop options such as 
clovers or brassicas are expand-
ed when they are planted after 
mid-summer harvest of small 
grains such as oats or wheat. 
Small grain cereal crops like 
oats or winter-hardy rye, wheat 
and triticale can be planted in 
early September after corn har-
vest.
COVER CROPS BOOST 
FERTILITY

While cover crops incorpo-
rated into a continuous no-till 
field crop rotation can produce 
enough nitrogen to complement 
or replace corn nitrogen fertil-
izer applications, they can also 
improve the health of the soil by 
sustaining soil microbes, earth-
worms and other organisms, 
says Rafiq Islam, who holds 
joint appointments with Ohio 
State Uni-versity Extension and 
the Ohio Agricultural Research 

and Development 
Center.

“Cover crops im-
prove the soil struc-
ture, support micro-
bial efficiency and 
diversity, facilitate 
drainage, reduce 
soil erosion and nu-

trient leaching, store carbon, and 
suppress weeds and pathogens,” 
Islam says. “They also break up 
soil compaction.”

Another benefit is the increase 
in earthworm populations, 
which can be doubled through 
the use of cover crops, Islam 
said. Earthworms, which are a 
good indicator of soil health, en-
hance soil health through recy-
cling nutrients and encouraging 
soil aeration, porosity and per-
co-lation.

Using cover crops as part of 
your management plan
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Open Weekends 
 August 19th - October 1st 

 Plus Labor Day & Festival 
Friday, Sept. 29th 

 Rain or Shine 
9am - 7pm • 952.444.7361  
RenaissanceFest.com 

FREE PARKING

• Live Armoured Jousting 
• 7 Theme Weekends 

• 16 Stages of Live Entertainment 
• 250 Artisan Booths for shopping 

• Food fit for a King 
• Throne of Swords 

• Mermaids, Fairies & more!

2017     Minnesota

HometownLiving
J&H LIQUOR’S:

340 E. Main St. • Blooming Prairie • 583-7557

MARK YOUR CALENDAR:
Bar Bingo:

Monday at 6:30 p.m.

Bloomin’ Grapevine Wine Club
Tuesday 7-8:30 p.m. at J & H
Oct. 3 Summer Get Together
November 2: Holiday Dazzle 
Wine and Beer Tasting
November-May dates available 
later.
Sunday Off-Sale: “Plan Ahead”
J & H Liquors off-sale will not 
be open on Sundays, except for 
certain holiday weekends. Holiday 
dates will be posted at J & H. 

Business for sale:
Need a career change? 

Be your own boss!
Great opportunity to own this 

hometown bar/off-sale.  
Contact Harvey for details. 

ALL EVENT DETAILS 
AVAILABLE AT J&H LIQUOR’S

132 2nd Ave NE  | Blooming Prairie, MN
583.6613

Dr. Deborah J Lien
DDS, MBSORTHODONTIC SPECIALIST

GIVE THEM EVERY 
REASON TO SMILE

Ellendale/Geneva/Hope

Community Calendar

Spaghetti dinner coming to Ellendale 

First Lutheran Church in Ellendale invites the public 
to come to a spaghetti supper on Wednesday, Oct. 4 from 
5:30 to 7 p.m. The dinner is hosted and served by the FLC 
Youth Group and Youth Ministry. A free will offering will 
be accepted.  

Owatonna/Medford

Sept. 27
5:30 – 6:30 p.m. – 50+ Fit and Flex Workshop, Sollid 
Yoga 

Sept. 28
2 p.m. – Movie at the Library, Owatonna Library 
6:30 p.m. – Family Fun Night, Owatonna Library 
7 – 8:30 p.m. – WWI Roundtable, Steele County History 
Center
7 p.m. – Movie at the Library, Owatonna Library 

Sept. 29
4 p.m. – Owatonna Public Utilities Commission Meeting, 
Morehouse Meeting Room 

Sept. 30
7 a.m. – 12 p.m. – Owatonna Farmers’ Market, Central 
Park 

Oct. 3
9 – 10:30 a.m. – Flu Vaccine Clinic, Medford Manor 
9:30 & 10:30 a.m. – Storytime, Owatonna Library 

Oct. 4 
5:30 – 6:30 p.m. – 50+ Fit and Flex Workshop, Sollid 
Yoga 

Oct. 5
9 – 10 a.m. – Jr. History Detectives, Steele County 
History Center
9:30 – 11 a.m. – Flu Vaccine Clinic, Owatonna Senior 
Place 
6:30 – 7:30 p.m. – History Detectives, Steele County 
History Center
6:30 p.m. – Family Storytime, Owatonna Library 

Oct. 7
7 a.m. – 12 p.m. – Owatonna Farmers’ Market, Central 
Park 
10 a.m. – 6 p.m. – Oak View Nursery Pumpkin Patch 
5:30 – 9:30 p.m. – Harvest for History, Steele County 
History Center 

Oct. 8
9 – 10 a.m. – Fling Golf, Brooktree Golf Course
10:30 a.m. – 5 p.m. – Beers & Bogeys, Brooktree Golf 
Course
12 – 6 p.m. – Oak View Nursery Pumpkin Patch 
5 – 6 p.m. – Paper Folk Art, Owatonna Arts Center 

800-248-3855
www.minimizer.com

Blooming Prairie

Sept. 28
11 – 11:30 a.m. – Steele County Veterans Service Of-
ficer, Ellendale Community Building 

Oct. 2
6 p.m. – NRHEG Band Boosters Meeting 

Oct. 3
6:15 – 7:30 p.m. – NRHEG ECFE Adventures in Parent-
ing Class, Ellendale Preschool Room 
6:30 – 8 p.m. – NRHEG Karate, Ellendale Elementary 
Gym North 

Oct. 4
12 – 1:30 p.m. – Flu Vaccine Clinic, Ellendale Commu-
nity Building 
5:30 – 7 p.m. – Spaghetti Supper, First Lutheran Church 
in Ellendale.

Blooming Prairie

Sept.  27
10:30 – 11:30 a.m. – Storytime, BP Library  

Sept. 28
9:30 – 10:30 a.m. – Steele County Veterans Service Officer, 
Servicemen’s Club 

Sept. 30
Blooming Prairie Education Foundation Banquet, Servicemen’s 
Club 

Oct. 2
7:30 p.m., Homecoming Coronation, BPHS Gymnasium 

Oct. 3
10:30 – 11:30 a.m. – Storytime, BP Library 

Oct. 4
10:30 – 11:30 a.m. – Storytime, BP Library 

Oct. 6
12 – 2 p.m. – Flu Vaccine Clinic, BP Senior Dining 
4:15 p.m.—Homecoming Parade

Don’t miss all the
                 “Better Choices!”

Plan your viewing with the IN FOCUS Program Guide!
Delivered to you monthly • 1 Year Member Subscription $35.

email: MBednar@KSMQ.Org or 507.481.2098

3rd annual
GIANT Rummage & Bake Sale

Saturday, Oct. 7,  9 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Featuring Old-time live music 11 a.m.-1 p.m.

Serving lunch: Sloppy Joes, Hot Dogs, chips, bars & beverages

Bag sale: $5 from 1-2 p.m. • Handicap accessible. • Sponsored by Thrivent

St. Michael’s Lutheran Church
30450 570th Ave. • Waltham

• 3 complete sets 
 of golf clubs
• 2 table saws
• platform scale

• porch glider and table
• bike
• electric snow blower
• clothing, household 
 & much more

3 bedrooms,  2 baths, fenced in back yard, 
located on quiet street. $140,000
Call Today: 507-676-6255

NORTHEAST OWATONNA

FOR SALE

Did you know that influen-
za is the most frequent cause 
of death from a vaccine-pre-
ventable disease in the United 
States? Have you received your 
annual flu vaccination this fall?  

During the month of October 
there will be several opportu-
nities for you and your fam-
ily members to receive your flu 
vaccinations. 

Steele County Public Health 
will be administering influenza 
vaccinations at four public clin-
ics to persons 18 years and old-
er. Public Health will have both 
the quadrivalent and the high 
dose vaccine available at these 
clinics. 

Medford
Tuesday, Oct. 3

9-10:30 a.m.
Medford Manor

216 1st Street SE
Medford

Ellendale
Wednesday, Oct. 4

12–1:30 p.m.
Ellendale Community Center

507 2nd Street
Ellendale

Owatonna
Thursday, Oct. 5

9:30 –11 a.m.
Owatonna Senior Place

500 Dunnell Drive
Owatonna

Blooming Prairie
Friday, Oct. 6 

12– 2 p.m.
Blooming Prairie Senior Dining

134 3rd Street SE
Blooming Prairie

Public Health accepts Medi-
care, South Country Health 
Alliance, Medical Assistance, 
Humana, BCBS, UCare, Health 
Partners, Medica, and Unicare.  
Please bring all insurance cards 
with you to the clinic.  If you 
want to pay cash the cost of the 
vaccination will be $35 for the 
Quadrivalent and $70 for the 
High Dose.  A person needs to 
be 65 years of age to receive 
the High Dose vaccination. Call 
Steele County Public Health if 
you have any questions at 507-
444-7650.

Homeland Health Special-
ists will be administering flu 
vaccinations to persons ages 6 
months and older at the follow-
ing school located clinics: 

Medford Public Schools
Wednesday, Oct. 4
3:30 to 7:30 p.m.

Blooming Prairie Public 
Schools 

Monday, Oct. 23
4:30 to 7:30 p.m.

NRHEG Schools – Ellendale
Tuesday, Oct. 24

4:00 to 7 p.m.
	

Roosevelt School in Owa-
tonna

Saturday, Nov. 4
9 a.m. to 12 p.m.

Homeland Health is a network 
provider for Medica, Blue Cross 
Blue Shield, Health Partners, 
Preferred One, UCare, Amer-
ica’s PPO, Prime West, South 
Country Alliance and Medicare.  
If you are not covered by one 
of these health plans, you may 
purchase a vaccination by cash 
or check on the day of the clinic.  
The cost of the vaccination will 
be $35. Homeland Health is a 
Minnesota Vaccines for Chil-
dren Provider and will offer flu 
vaccine to uninsured children 
6 months to 18 years for $20.  
Please remember to bring your 
Medicare and supplemental in-
surance cards to the clinic.  

If you do not have medical 
insurance or your medical in-
surance does not pay for a flu 
shot, please call public health. 
You can receive a flu shot at our 

office located at 635 Florence 
Ave. in Owatonna. An Immuni-
zation Clinic is also held on the 
third Thursday of each month 
from 1 to 5:30 p.m. 

Flu vaccinations are also 
available at many pharmacies 
and local medical clinics.

Flu vaccination is recom-
mended for everyone aged 6 
months or older who do not 
have a contraindication to the 
vaccine.  The Center for Disease 
Control emphasizes that immu-
nization is especially important 
for people who are at higher 
risk for flu complications, such 
as children under 4 years of 
age, pregnant women, adults 50 
years and older, and people with 
underlying medical conditions 
such as asthma, COPD, diabe-
tes, and heart disease. It is also 
important for persons who care 
for or live with these persons 
to receive influenza vaccina-
tions.  Because these targeted 
risk groups make up at least 85 
percent of the U.S. population it 
is very likely that you or a fam-
ily member fall into one of these 
groups.

Vaccination is the principal 
means of preventing influenza 
and its complications.  Here are 
some additional steps that may 
help prevent the spread of respi-
ratory illnesses like influenza: 

1.  �Cover your nose and 
mouth with your sleeve or 
a tissue when you cough 
or sneeze.

2.  �Wash your hands often 
with soap and water, es-
pecially after you cough 
or sneeze.  If you are not 
near water, use an alcohol-
based hand cleaner.

3. �If you get influenza, stay 
home from work or school 
for at least 24 hours after 
the fever has ended.  

4. �Try not to touch your eyes, 
nose, or mouth.  Germs of-
ten spread this way.

Public health officials suggest 
protecting yourself and those 
you love by getting a flu vacci-
nation this year.

Flu vaccine clinics 
coming to county



4C • Steele County Times • Tuesday, September 26, 2017  

Cooperative 
joins to form 

local brewpub

Minimizer adds 
another new 

product
More than a year removed 

from their launch, Minimizer 
Fast Flaps continue to sell like 
hotcakes for vocational trucks 
bolting directly to the body or 
truck box.  There is just one 
issue – there isn’t a way to use 
Fast Flaps on standard tractors 
and trailers.

Until now.
The Fast Flap Mounting 

Bracket is designed to 
accommodate Fast Flaps on 
all major truck and trailer 
applications.  The Fast Flap mud 
flap hangers simply bolt directly 
to the frame bracket.

“This is a no-brainer,” 
Minimizer CEO and Chief 
Visionary Craig Kruckeberg 
said.  “It takes no time to install 

and it saves you money in so 
many ways.”

Manufactured with carbon 
steel and powder coated black, 
the Fast Flap Mounting Bracket 
attaches to the frame, thanks to 
multiple slotted holes designed 
to fit most patterns commonly 
found on trucks and trailers.

The holes on the bracket arm 
are pre-drilled to easily attach 
Fast Flaps.

“Fast Flaps have been a major 
winner for us, and the new Fast 
Flap Mounting Bracket makes 
things even easier,” Kruckeberg 
said.  “They’re a match made in 
heaven!”

To find a Minimizer 
distributor where you can order 
the Fast Flap Mounting Bracket, 
visit www.minimizer.com or 
call 800-248-3855.

United Prairie 
team adds 

financial expert
United Prairie in Owatonna 

recently welcomed the 
addition of Gary Hughes, a 
29-year financial industry 
veteran.

Hughes joins current 
Investment Representative, 
Eric Thronson, and Financial 
Assistant, Jessica Durand, to 
round out the United Prairie 
Financial Network group at 
the Rose Street office. 

“I am excited to join the 
team at United Prairie and am 
looking forward to meeting 
new people in the Owatonna 
area,” said Hughes, who has 
been a resident of Rochester 
for the past 30 years. He 
most recently worked with 
Ameriprise as an advisor. 

A d d e d 
H u g e s , 
“Retirement 
and estate 
p l a n n i n g 
are two 
areas that 
I’ve grown 
to really 
enjoy and 
specialize in 
th roughout 
my years in 
this industry.”

“We’re very pleased to bring 
Gary onboard. His depth of 
experience will complement 
the team, and be of great 
value to our clients,” said 
Investment Program Manager, 
Rob Rader.

A first of its kind 
cooperatively-owned 
restaurant, bar and craft beer 
brewery in southeastern 
Minnesota is in the works for 
Steele County.

A dedicated, grassroots 
team of about 30 people 
is actively involved in 
organizing a local brewpub 
for Owatonna. It will be 
called Steele Tap and is 
targeted to open in the 
downtown area next fall.

“What excites me about 
this is redeveloping an area 
of downtown and making 
it vibrant,” said Roger 
Warehime, chair of Steele 
Tap. “We’re trying to pull 
the community together and 
doing it as a grassroots effort. 

Warehime is not a brewer 
himself, but he admits he 
enjoys craft brews. He brings 
a mechanical engineering 
background to the group. He 
also has a master’s degree in 
business administration. 

In his professional career, 

Warehime serves as director 
of field operations for 
Owatonna Public Utilities. 
He moved to the area from 
the Twin Cities in 2004.

He has been a member of 
Owatonna Forward, a group 
dedicated to looking at what 
the community will look like 
over the next 10-20 years. 
The concept of a brewpub is 
something that came up time 
after time, Warehime said. 

“I’ve always liked the idea 
of entrepreneurship,” he said. 

For Warehime, part of the 
lure of Steele Tap is that it 
is a cooperative venture. “It 
is owned by the consumers 
and not one person putting 
their life savings into it,” he 
said. “The risk is diminished 
because the customers are the 
owners.”

Even if craft brewing did 
not work out down the road, 
Warehime said there are 
other elements in the project 
that will make it sustainable. 

Steele Tap will provide 
guests with an upscale, 
casual, beer-centric dining 
experience featuring locally-

produced 
craft beers 
paired with 
fresh, gourmet 
pub food using 
locally sourced 
ingredients. 

There are 
currently 
only two other 
brewpubs in 
Minnesota, 
according to 
Warehime. 
Both of them 
are located 
in northeast 
Minneapolis. 
A third one 
is in the 
works, 
but not 
open yet, in 
Granite Falls. He 
estimates there are about 20 
across the country. 

The concept started in 
Austin, Texas with the Black 
Star Co-op about 10 years 
ago. Black Star is the world’s 
first cooperatively-owned 
and worker self-managed 
brewpub. More than 3,000 
individuals and organizations 
own Black Star.

Steele Tab is attempting to 
find a spot for the brewpub. 
The cooperative is looking at 
the vacant Bubba’s Building 
at the corner of Cedar Avenue 
and Pearl Street. Members 
hope to make a decision on a 
building by Nov. 1.

Warehime said Steele Tap 
will be a restaurant that has 
a license to brew beer on 
site, but it won’t be allowed 
to distribute to other bars. 
It’s still too early to tell how 
many beers will be brewed, 
but he said it could be as 
many as 24 varieties. 

The organizational 
committee for the 
cooperative recently named 
an interim board of directors 
to guide the project through 
its business development 
process. They include: 
Warehime as chair; John 
Deraneck, vice chair; Molly 

Kerr, 
records officer; 
Sue Tuma, financial officer 
and Terrence Flynn, Reid 
Stransky and Chris Harrison, 
directors.

In the coming months, 
the board will oversee 
responsibilities in the 
areas of incorporation, 
licensing, raising capital, 
development of the business 
plan, investment offerings, 
marketing, building/site and 
operations. 

The cooperative, 
Warehime said, is not taking 
memberships yet, but that 
will likely come in the 
next few months. Anyone 
interested in becoming 
involved can contact the 
cooperative by email at 
steeletap@gmail.com.  

While there are many 
hurdles to get past before the 
brewpub becomes a reality, 
Warehime is convinced it will 
be a go. “In my mind, I can 
vision this. There are a lot of 
us that want to do it,” he said. 
“We have the perseverance to 
do this,” he added.

He looks at his 
involvement with Steele Tap 
as “another contribution to 
the community.” 
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STEELE-DODGE BUSINESS

Building a better mousetrap

It’s been the struggle for the 
ages. Man vs pest. Man conquers 
pest. Rest of pest’s family returns and 
conquers man.

There’s nothing as unsavory 
as unwanted ants to the picnic, 
mosquitoes disrupting your romantic 
sunset or your early morning trip to the 
pantry to find that a rodent has been 
chowing down on your Lucky Charms. 

There is a made in America company 
that hits even closer to home in the 
war against pests. Your next “better 
mousetrap” could be designed and built 
right here in Ellendale. 

Woodstream Corporation of 
Ellendale has a 60,000-square foot 
building that uses 40,000 square feet 
of manufacturing space and 20,000 
square feet of warehouse space. With 
58 full time people and an additional 50 
or so seasonal workers, this facility runs 
at a fervent hum all year long. 

The workforce runs 24/7 for about 
five months out of the year and this 
time of year, the plant is jumping, 
getting orders out for the spring rush as 
warmer weather brings not only a new 
crop of pests, but a larger demand to fill 
the big box store demands.

The Ellendale plant is one 
of nine plants/distribution centers that 
brandish the Woodstream name with 

other operations set up in Shenzhen 
in China, Rutland in the UK, Brampton 
in Ontario, Canada, Mechanicsburg, 
Pennsylvania, St. Joseph, 
Missouri, Knoxville, Tennessee, Denton, 
Texas, and corporate headquarters in 
Lititz, Pennsylvania. 

The local operation sends out 
about 40 percent of product to 
the final distribution centers in St. 
Joe and Mechanicsburg, while the 
other 60 percent are components 
made at the Ellendale facility. Most of 
the components are shipped to the 
Knoxville or Lititz plant for assembly 
and shipping. 

The building, which has seen plastic 
injections operations for several years 
was purchased from Zareba and North 
Central Plastics in 2010. Woodstream 
still maintains the product line for 
Zareba as well as manufacturing for 
other well-known pet care and pest 
control companies such as Victor, 
Fi-Shock, Perky-Pet, Terro, Rutland 
electric fencing, Red Snap’r, Sweeneys, 
Havahart, ElectroBraid fencing, Dr. T’s, 
and Mosquito Magnet. 

At present, the plant runs 22 molding, 
2 extrusion lines and 10 assembly 
lines.  The man at the pulse of the 
entire operation is Sr. Director of 
Molding Operations, Bryan Haugen, 
who has been with the company since 
2011. Haugen, a central Minnesota 
native now living with his family in 

Waseca, is no stranger to extrusion and 
injection molding plants and comes with 
28 years of experience. 

Back in 1989 he got his start 
at Schwann’s, molding ice cream 
containers in Marshall, Minnesota. 
From there he managed plant 
operations for various companies 
in Fremont, Indiana, (Letica) 
and Kohler, Wisconsin, (Spartech.) and 
Mankato, (Spartech, now 
Poly One Corp.). 

A feature of Woodstream is its vision 
to take new products off the drawing 
board and into production.

“All new items are usually developed 
at our corporate headquarters in 
Lititz,” said Haugen. “We put a lot 
into research and development and 
can usually take a new product to 
production in six months or less.” 

To keep up with industry standards 
and new technology, the company 
is always looking to stay ahead of 
the hoard of evolving pests and 
in addition to inventing a better 
mousetrap, they are also on the 
cutting edge of protecting the pets we 
domesticate, creating better boundaries 
for the animals who need to run, and 
secure housing and feeding for the 
birds.

An international presence right here 
in your own backyard.

By MARK DELAP 
Managing Editor 

The lightest, most durable, longest lasting 
truck fenders, bracket kits, and truck 
accessories in the trucking industry.

Minimizer.com • 800-248-3855 • Blooming Prairie

Specializing in Agricultural
Sprayers & Tractors

507.455.1950

OPEN
24 HOURS

1164 W Frontage Rd
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Diaper Drive 
drop off 

locatoins
The Steele County Dia-

per Bank, founded by Owa-
tonna Hospital Foundation 
in 2013, provides a short-
term, limited supply of free 
diapers for needy infants 
and young children living in 
Steele County.  The Foun-
dation, in partnership with 
Owatonna Hospital, part of 
Allina Health, is hosting a 
community Diaper Drive on 
Saturday, June 3 in Owa-
tonna.

“We’re accepting dona-
tions of new, disposable 
diapers from preemie to 
children’s size 7, prefera-
bly in complete unopened 
packages,” said Natalie 
Ginter, director of the Owa-
tonna Hospital Foundation. 
“Financial donations are 
also welcomed as we can 
purchase diapers in bulk at 
discounted prices, so your 
gift can have an even great-
er local impact.”

“Diapers may seem like 
something most people can 
afford but there are no gov-
ernment subsidies or pro-
grams for diapers, and they 
are actually quite expen-

sive,” said Elizabeth Keck, 
social worker and health-
care coordinator at Owa-
tonna Hospital. “I’ve seen 
many parents try to extend 
the life of a diaper because 
they didn’t have the re-
sources to buy more until 
their next paycheck – that 
is where the Steele County 
Diaper Bank can help.”

Drop off your diaper do-
nations at this location:

· Cash Wise Foods
495 W North St., Fri-

day, 11 a.m.-6 p.m. (lunch 
wagon only)

Saturday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
(lunch wagon and Diaper 
Drive)

 All proceeds from the 
lunch wagon benefit the 
Steele County Diaper Bank.

 “This is always a fun 
event for a worthy cause,” 
said Keck. “I know all of the 
families who use the Diaper 
Bank are appreciative. This 
is definitely a community 
initiative, so we appreciate 
the support.”

 For more information, 
visit allinahealth.org/owa-
tonna.

Sobrack takes 
award

Lakes & Prairies Dis-
trict Exchange Division 4 
Director Randy Sobrack, 
and immediate past presi-
dent of the Exchange Club 
of Steele County, shared 
words of appreciation after 
being awarded “Exchange 
of the Year,” during the dis-
trict’s convention awards 
banquet, May 20, at the 

Best Western Holiday 
Lodge in Clear Lake, Iowa.

 The award is presented 
to an individual who has ex-
celled in Exchange during 
the 2016-17 award year It 
includes efforts in member-
ship, leadership, volunteer-
ism and active participation 
in Exchange activities. 

The Exchange Club of 
Owatonna’s Kathy Schro-
eder, who was unable to at-
tend, received an “Exchan-
gite Hall of Fame” award. 

This is given to an individu-
al who has been a member 
of Exchange for a minimum 
of 25 years. 

It is based on the con-
tributions of the individu-
al throughout the 25-plus 
years and includes all as-
pects of Exchange (club, 
district and national). 

The Lakes & Prairies Dis-
trict consists of 22 clubs lo-
cated in Minnesota, Iowa, 
and Omaha, Nebraska.

BUSINESS BRIEFS

Randy Sobrack

536 Highway 218 S.
Blooming Prairie

www.darrickspreferredauto.com  

• Loaner Cars
• Nitrogen with Tires
• Alignment Checks
• Tire Rotation

• Battery Charging & Checks
• Pickup & Delivery within 15 miles
• Service Light Code Checks
• Free Towing for the year

FREE SERVICES
(with service work)

583-9994
24/7 Towing 507-440-0093

870 32 Ave. NW, Owatonna
Emergency or on the farm repair

507-455-0388
(After hours 507-455-0483)

Mike’s
Ag & Truck Tire
REPAIR

Minimizer CEO 
Craig Kruckeberg 

named finalist 
for award

Minnesota Business 
magazine has named Minimizer 
CEO and Chief Visionary 
Craig Kruckeberg a finalist for 
one of its 2017 Manufacturing 
Awards.

Kruckeberg is one of three 
people up for Executive of the 
Year.

“It’s a huge honor,” 
Kruckeberg said.  “I have to 
give credit to the team around 
me.  Without them, Minimizer 
wouldn’t be where we are 
today.” 

Minimizer debuted the 
poly fender more than 30 
years ago, when founder Dick 
Kruckeberg sold his invention 
out of the back of his truck.  
Craig bought the company 
from his father in 2007, and 
Minimizer has since expanded 
to nearly 100 employees.

“Innovation is the name of 
our game,” Craig said.  “We’re 
constantly looking at new 

products that are tested 
and tortured to save the 
consumer time and money.”

Each year, Minnesota 
Business recognizes 
the manufacturing 
sector for outstanding 
achievements. The 
panel of judges chose 
the finalists from a 
pool of manufacturing 
companies and 

executives.
“We really appreciate 

Minnesota Business going 
to bat for the manufacturing 
sector,” Craig said.  “We 
always hear about ‘Made in 
the USA,’ and these awards 
do their part to help celebrate 
that.” 

Winners in each category 
will be announced at an awards 
event September 28th.  Both 
winners and finalists will be 
honored in the feature story of 
the all-manufacturing October 
2017 issue of Minnesota 
Business magazine.

Production 
company adds 

new team member

Limberg Productions 
announces a new member of 
the team for Owatonnalive.
com. 

Dan Paur has joined the 
Owatonna-based company as 
advertising specialist. 

“We are excited to have Dan 

join our team to assist in our 
next period of growth, which 
includes our new live streaming 
venture that launched this 
summer,” said Scott Limberg, 
owner of Limberg Productions.

Paur resides in Owatonna 
with his family. He coaches 
Owatonna varsity girls lacrosse 
and girls varsity hockey. He 
also enjoys spending time 
with his family, playing and 
watching sports and enjoying 
the great outdoors. 

Limberg Productions is a 
video production firm that 
launched in 2011. Scott 
Limberg started the company 
with a passion for documenting 
people’s stories. Owatonnalive.
com was conceived in 2012, 
bringing the plethora of 
talent, ideas and community 
communication to a central 
location. It currently has 
around 400 videos available to 
watch around the clock at your 
convenience. 

Limberg said he wants 
people to experience all the 
great things that Steele County 
has to offer at Owatonnalive.
com.

Locally grown 
lettuce coming to area

Locally grown lettuce will 
soon be coming to the dinner 
table.

A new, breakthrough 
facility that will supply 
Midwest grocers and 
restaurants with fresh lettuce 
all year long is coming to 
Steele County.

Revol Greens is currently 
under construction on the 
west side of Interstate 
35 just south of Richie 
Brothers Auction facility 
near Medford. Workers are 
building a 30,000 square foot 
greenhouse. 

A veteran team of 
greenhouse growers is 
spearheading the project. 
They are Jay Johnson, Steve 
Amundson and Marco de 
Bruin. Johnson is also the 
founder and former owner 
of Owatonna-based Bushel 
Boy Farms, one of the first 
U.S. greenhouses to grow 
tomatoes year round. The 
trio helped grow Bushel 
Boy to the largest supplier 
of locally grown tomatoes in 
Minnesota.

Johnson said his two 
partners have been 
researching the concept of 
a lettuce greenhouse for 
a while. “They have been 
putting together a business 
plan for the past couple 
years,” he said. 

Other members of the 
Revol team include Marc 
Vergeldt, a well-known 
greenhouse crop consultant, 
and Brendon Krieg, who 
formerly managed vegetable 
buying for Target.

“Our goal is to make 

Revol Greens lettuce the 
most sustainable on the 
market,” Johnson said. 
“With 100 collective 
years of greenhouse 
growing and operating 
experience, our team is 
committed to offering 
the freshest, high-quality 
lettuce to the local 
marketplace,” he added.

Johnson said 
construction should be 
completed on the facility 
later this fall. He hopes 
the first planting of seed 
will take place by the end 
of November. Lettuce 
will be available by the 
end of December.

Revol will tap the 
latest technology in 
greenhouse innovation, 
including responsible 
and sustainable growing 
practices, to grow high-
quality lettuce year 
around. The greenhouse 
will be designed to 
maximize natural light, 
growing year-round by 
supplementing with LED 
lighting during the winter 

months. 
Another bonus with the 

facility will be that it will 
use a fraction of the water 
consumed in traditional 
growing and will cover most 
of its needs by capturing rain 
and snowmelt from its roof.

According to Johnson, 
Revol will offer several 
lettuce varieties, including 
spinach, mixed greens and 
romaine. “They will all 
be grown in a protected 
greenhouse environment 
providing optimal growing 
conditions without the use of 
pesticides or herbicides,” he 
said. 

Revol lettuce will arrive in 
area grocers and restaurants 
much faster than lettuce 
currently shipped from 
California and Arizona, 
leading to a fresher eating 
experience.

The lettuce will be shipped 
out to stores and restaurants 
within a 200 mile radius, 
Johnson said. “It will be 
delivered fresh,” he added.

Johnson said the Medford 
location was chosen because 
of its proximity to interstate 
access. “Our location, just 
south of the Twin Cities, 
gives us quick and easy 
access to Minnesota, Iowa 
and western Wisconsin 
markets, greatly reducing the 
amount of time from harvest 
to grocers’ shelves,” he said. 

Lettuce is in big demand 
right now, Johnson noted. 
“People are eating healthier,” 
he said. 

Once the greenhouse is 
operating, it will employ 
about 12 full-time people. 
Most of them will start work 
in October to gear up for the 
opening in November.
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STEELE-DODGE BUSINESS

Building a better mousetrap

It’s been the struggle for the 
ages. Man vs pest. Man conquers 
pest. Rest of pest’s family returns and 
conquers man.

There’s nothing as unsavory 
as unwanted ants to the picnic, 
mosquitoes disrupting your romantic 
sunset or your early morning trip to the 
pantry to find that a rodent has been 
chowing down on your Lucky Charms. 

There is a made in America company 
that hits even closer to home in the 
war against pests. Your next “better 
mousetrap” could be designed and built 
right here in Ellendale. 

Woodstream Corporation of 
Ellendale has a 60,000-square foot 
building that uses 40,000 square feet 
of manufacturing space and 20,000 
square feet of warehouse space. With 
58 full time people and an additional 50 
or so seasonal workers, this facility runs 
at a fervent hum all year long. 

The workforce runs 24/7 for about 
five months out of the year and this 
time of year, the plant is jumping, 
getting orders out for the spring rush as 
warmer weather brings not only a new 
crop of pests, but a larger demand to fill 
the big box store demands.

The Ellendale plant is one 
of nine plants/distribution centers that 
brandish the Woodstream name with 

other operations set up in Shenzhen 
in China, Rutland in the UK, Brampton 
in Ontario, Canada, Mechanicsburg, 
Pennsylvania, St. Joseph, 
Missouri, Knoxville, Tennessee, Denton, 
Texas, and corporate headquarters in 
Lititz, Pennsylvania. 

The local operation sends out 
about 40 percent of product to 
the final distribution centers in St. 
Joe and Mechanicsburg, while the 
other 60 percent are components 
made at the Ellendale facility. Most of 
the components are shipped to the 
Knoxville or Lititz plant for assembly 
and shipping. 

The building, which has seen plastic 
injections operations for several years 
was purchased from Zareba and North 
Central Plastics in 2010. Woodstream 
still maintains the product line for 
Zareba as well as manufacturing for 
other well-known pet care and pest 
control companies such as Victor, 
Fi-Shock, Perky-Pet, Terro, Rutland 
electric fencing, Red Snap’r, Sweeneys, 
Havahart, ElectroBraid fencing, Dr. T’s, 
and Mosquito Magnet. 

At present, the plant runs 22 molding, 
2 extrusion lines and 10 assembly 
lines.  The man at the pulse of the 
entire operation is Sr. Director of 
Molding Operations, Bryan Haugen, 
who has been with the company since 
2011. Haugen, a central Minnesota 
native now living with his family in 

Waseca, is no stranger to extrusion and 
injection molding plants and comes with 
28 years of experience. 

Back in 1989 he got his start 
at Schwann’s, molding ice cream 
containers in Marshall, Minnesota. 
From there he managed plant 
operations for various companies 
in Fremont, Indiana, (Letica) 
and Kohler, Wisconsin, (Spartech.) and 
Mankato, (Spartech, now 
Poly One Corp.). 

A feature of Woodstream is its vision 
to take new products off the drawing 
board and into production.

“All new items are usually developed 
at our corporate headquarters in 
Lititz,” said Haugen. “We put a lot 
into research and development and 
can usually take a new product to 
production in six months or less.” 

To keep up with industry standards 
and new technology, the company 
is always looking to stay ahead of 
the hoard of evolving pests and 
in addition to inventing a better 
mousetrap, they are also on the 
cutting edge of protecting the pets we 
domesticate, creating better boundaries 
for the animals who need to run, and 
secure housing and feeding for the 
birds.

An international presence right here 
in your own backyard.

By MARK DELAP 
Managing Editor 

The lightest, most durable, longest lasting 
truck fenders, bracket kits, and truck 
accessories in the trucking industry.
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Diaper Drive 
drop off 

locatoins
The Steele County Dia-

per Bank, founded by Owa-
tonna Hospital Foundation 
in 2013, provides a short-
term, limited supply of free 
diapers for needy infants 
and young children living in 
Steele County.  The Foun-
dation, in partnership with 
Owatonna Hospital, part of 
Allina Health, is hosting a 
community Diaper Drive on 
Saturday, June 3 in Owa-
tonna.

“We’re accepting dona-
tions of new, disposable 
diapers from preemie to 
children’s size 7, prefera-
bly in complete unopened 
packages,” said Natalie 
Ginter, director of the Owa-
tonna Hospital Foundation. 
“Financial donations are 
also welcomed as we can 
purchase diapers in bulk at 
discounted prices, so your 
gift can have an even great-
er local impact.”

“Diapers may seem like 
something most people can 
afford but there are no gov-
ernment subsidies or pro-
grams for diapers, and they 
are actually quite expen-

sive,” said Elizabeth Keck, 
social worker and health-
care coordinator at Owa-
tonna Hospital. “I’ve seen 
many parents try to extend 
the life of a diaper because 
they didn’t have the re-
sources to buy more until 
their next paycheck – that 
is where the Steele County 
Diaper Bank can help.”

Drop off your diaper do-
nations at this location:

· Cash Wise Foods
495 W North St., Fri-

day, 11 a.m.-6 p.m. (lunch 
wagon only)

Saturday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
(lunch wagon and Diaper 
Drive)

 All proceeds from the 
lunch wagon benefit the 
Steele County Diaper Bank.

 “This is always a fun 
event for a worthy cause,” 
said Keck. “I know all of the 
families who use the Diaper 
Bank are appreciative. This 
is definitely a community 
initiative, so we appreciate 
the support.”

 For more information, 
visit allinahealth.org/owa-
tonna.

Sobrack takes 
award

Lakes & Prairies Dis-
trict Exchange Division 4 
Director Randy Sobrack, 
and immediate past presi-
dent of the Exchange Club 
of Steele County, shared 
words of appreciation after 
being awarded “Exchange 
of the Year,” during the dis-
trict’s convention awards 
banquet, May 20, at the 

Best Western Holiday 
Lodge in Clear Lake, Iowa.

 The award is presented 
to an individual who has ex-
celled in Exchange during 
the 2016-17 award year It 
includes efforts in member-
ship, leadership, volunteer-
ism and active participation 
in Exchange activities. 

The Exchange Club of 
Owatonna’s Kathy Schro-
eder, who was unable to at-
tend, received an “Exchan-
gite Hall of Fame” award. 

This is given to an individu-
al who has been a member 
of Exchange for a minimum 
of 25 years. 

It is based on the con-
tributions of the individu-
al throughout the 25-plus 
years and includes all as-
pects of Exchange (club, 
district and national). 

The Lakes & Prairies Dis-
trict consists of 22 clubs lo-
cated in Minnesota, Iowa, 
and Omaha, Nebraska.

BUSINESS BRIEFS

Randy Sobrack

Business Briefs

Greenhouse facility breaks ground near Medford

Construction is underway on a greenhouse facility that will produce 
locally grown lettuce along the frontage road of Interstate 35 just south of 
Richie Brothers Auctioneering by Medford. The greenhouse is expected 
to be completed by November with the first seeding taking place in late 
November. Revol Greens will be supplying lettuce before the end of the 
year to grocers and restaurants in a 200-mile radius around the Midwest.

Revol Greens is building a 
30,000 square foot facility 
near Medford. Once the 
facility is operational later this 
year, Revol will grow high-
quality lettuce 365 days a 
year. The greenhouse will be 
designed to maximize natural 
light, growing year-round 
by supplementing with LED 
lighting during the winter.

“Our goal is to make 
Revol Greens lettuce the 
most sustainable on the 

market.”

~Jay Johnson
 Revol Greens Owner

Floor Tech Products and Services Include:
• Laminate and hardwood flooring
• Oak wood flooring
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Gonna 
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Business Briefs

The Steele Tap Cooperative has named an interim board of 
directors to guide the project through its business development 
process. The board includes: (left to right) John Deranek, Roger 
Warehime, Reid Stransky, Sue Tuma, Chris Harrison, Molly Kerr 
and Terrence Flynn.

BY RICK BUSSLER 
Publisher
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Building a better mousetrap

It’s been the struggle for the 
ages. Man vs pest. Man conquers 
pest. Rest of pest’s family returns and 
conquers man.

There’s nothing as unsavory 
as unwanted ants to the picnic, 
mosquitoes disrupting your romantic 
sunset or your early morning trip to the 
pantry to find that a rodent has been 
chowing down on your Lucky Charms. 

There is a made in America company 
that hits even closer to home in the 
war against pests. Your next “better 
mousetrap” could be designed and built 
right here in Ellendale. 

Woodstream Corporation of 
Ellendale has a 60,000-square foot 
building that uses 40,000 square feet 
of manufacturing space and 20,000 
square feet of warehouse space. With 
58 full time people and an additional 50 
or so seasonal workers, this facility runs 
at a fervent hum all year long. 

The workforce runs 24/7 for about 
five months out of the year and this 
time of year, the plant is jumping, 
getting orders out for the spring rush as 
warmer weather brings not only a new 
crop of pests, but a larger demand to fill 
the big box store demands.

The Ellendale plant is one 
of nine plants/distribution centers that 
brandish the Woodstream name with 

other operations set up in Shenzhen 
in China, Rutland in the UK, Brampton 
in Ontario, Canada, Mechanicsburg, 
Pennsylvania, St. Joseph, 
Missouri, Knoxville, Tennessee, Denton, 
Texas, and corporate headquarters in 
Lititz, Pennsylvania. 

The local operation sends out 
about 40 percent of product to 
the final distribution centers in St. 
Joe and Mechanicsburg, while the 
other 60 percent are components 
made at the Ellendale facility. Most of 
the components are shipped to the 
Knoxville or Lititz plant for assembly 
and shipping. 

The building, which has seen plastic 
injections operations for several years 
was purchased from Zareba and North 
Central Plastics in 2010. Woodstream 
still maintains the product line for 
Zareba as well as manufacturing for 
other well-known pet care and pest 
control companies such as Victor, 
Fi-Shock, Perky-Pet, Terro, Rutland 
electric fencing, Red Snap’r, Sweeneys, 
Havahart, ElectroBraid fencing, Dr. T’s, 
and Mosquito Magnet. 

At present, the plant runs 22 molding, 
2 extrusion lines and 10 assembly 
lines.  The man at the pulse of the 
entire operation is Sr. Director of 
Molding Operations, Bryan Haugen, 
who has been with the company since 
2011. Haugen, a central Minnesota 
native now living with his family in 

Waseca, is no stranger to extrusion and 
injection molding plants and comes with 
28 years of experience. 

Back in 1989 he got his start 
at Schwann’s, molding ice cream 
containers in Marshall, Minnesota. 
From there he managed plant 
operations for various companies 
in Fremont, Indiana, (Letica) 
and Kohler, Wisconsin, (Spartech.) and 
Mankato, (Spartech, now 
Poly One Corp.). 

A feature of Woodstream is its vision 
to take new products off the drawing 
board and into production.

“All new items are usually developed 
at our corporate headquarters in 
Lititz,” said Haugen. “We put a lot 
into research and development and 
can usually take a new product to 
production in six months or less.” 

To keep up with industry standards 
and new technology, the company 
is always looking to stay ahead of 
the hoard of evolving pests and 
in addition to inventing a better 
mousetrap, they are also on the 
cutting edge of protecting the pets we 
domesticate, creating better boundaries 
for the animals who need to run, and 
secure housing and feeding for the 
birds.

An international presence right here 
in your own backyard.

By MARK DELAP 
Managing Editor 
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Diaper Drive 
drop off 

locatoins
The Steele County Dia-

per Bank, founded by Owa-
tonna Hospital Foundation 
in 2013, provides a short-
term, limited supply of free 
diapers for needy infants 
and young children living in 
Steele County.  The Foun-
dation, in partnership with 
Owatonna Hospital, part of 
Allina Health, is hosting a 
community Diaper Drive on 
Saturday, June 3 in Owa-
tonna.

“We’re accepting dona-
tions of new, disposable 
diapers from preemie to 
children’s size 7, prefera-
bly in complete unopened 
packages,” said Natalie 
Ginter, director of the Owa-
tonna Hospital Foundation. 
“Financial donations are 
also welcomed as we can 
purchase diapers in bulk at 
discounted prices, so your 
gift can have an even great-
er local impact.”

“Diapers may seem like 
something most people can 
afford but there are no gov-
ernment subsidies or pro-
grams for diapers, and they 
are actually quite expen-

sive,” said Elizabeth Keck, 
social worker and health-
care coordinator at Owa-
tonna Hospital. “I’ve seen 
many parents try to extend 
the life of a diaper because 
they didn’t have the re-
sources to buy more until 
their next paycheck – that 
is where the Steele County 
Diaper Bank can help.”

Drop off your diaper do-
nations at this location:

· Cash Wise Foods
495 W North St., Fri-

day, 11 a.m.-6 p.m. (lunch 
wagon only)

Saturday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
(lunch wagon and Diaper 
Drive)

 All proceeds from the 
lunch wagon benefit the 
Steele County Diaper Bank.

 “This is always a fun 
event for a worthy cause,” 
said Keck. “I know all of the 
families who use the Diaper 
Bank are appreciative. This 
is definitely a community 
initiative, so we appreciate 
the support.”

 For more information, 
visit allinahealth.org/owa-
tonna.

Sobrack takes 
award

Lakes & Prairies Dis-
trict Exchange Division 4 
Director Randy Sobrack, 
and immediate past presi-
dent of the Exchange Club 
of Steele County, shared 
words of appreciation after 
being awarded “Exchange 
of the Year,” during the dis-
trict’s convention awards 
banquet, May 20, at the 

Best Western Holiday 
Lodge in Clear Lake, Iowa.

 The award is presented 
to an individual who has ex-
celled in Exchange during 
the 2016-17 award year It 
includes efforts in member-
ship, leadership, volunteer-
ism and active participation 
in Exchange activities. 

The Exchange Club of 
Owatonna’s Kathy Schro-
eder, who was unable to at-
tend, received an “Exchan-
gite Hall of Fame” award. 

This is given to an individu-
al who has been a member 
of Exchange for a minimum 
of 25 years. 

It is based on the con-
tributions of the individu-
al throughout the 25-plus 
years and includes all as-
pects of Exchange (club, 
district and national). 

The Lakes & Prairies Dis-
trict consists of 22 clubs lo-
cated in Minnesota, Iowa, 
and Omaha, Nebraska.

BUSINESS BRIEFS

Randy Sobrack

• Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
• Spot & Stain Removal
• Deodorizing & Pet Treatment
• Stain Protection
• Commercial & Residential
• Prochem System

  Professionals Provide:
• Expert Workmanship
• Proven Cleaning Methods
• Clean, Ultra-Fresh 
  Carpets & Fabrics
• A Healthier Indoor Environment

Carpet & 
Upholstery  

Cleaning

Serving the Dodge County Area
Call for a FREE ESTIMATE

• Kasson 507-634-6985 
• Dodge Center 507-374-6806
• 1-800-569-1331

Your Local Member of the

Call for free estimates

Your Community Mental Health Center Serving…  
For 50 Years”  WITH “ Providing Positive Direction  

for Life’s Problems since 1964

507-451-2630 • WWW.SCHRC.COM • 610 FLORENCE AVE., OWATONNA, MN 
Outside Owatonna: 800-722-0590; After-Hour Emergencies: 507-455-8100; Offices in Waseca and Kasson

Arkansas native readying ‘Misplaced Magnolia’ in downtown Kasson

Finding the 
values of 
treasures

Appraisal Specialists 
Midwest, the Twin Cities 
foremost qualified personal 
property appraisers will again 
be available during Marigold 
Days in Mantorville this year. 
Bring your cherished heirlooms 
and antiques on Saturday, Sept. 
9 from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m.            

As stated by Bonnie 
Lindberg the “Treasured 
Uncovered event is like a 
antique road show experience” 
and some people who bring a 
item for appraisal stay for the 
rest of the event.

We are located on the North 
side of the Welcome Center 
under the big tent. Specialists 
Bonnie Lindberg, Jim 
Marrinan and Kevin Callahan 
love coming to Mantorville 
for Marigold Days. They 
say “ Mantorville truly is a 
Minnesota treasure”. This is 
a fun and interesting antique 
appraisal show you do not 
want to miss.

Sponsors for the Treasures 

If Jeannine Hensley was ever 
misplaced, she has certainly found her 
spot.

The Kasson resident and Arkansas 
native is establishing Misplaced 
Magnolia Southern Bistro and BBQ, 
in the former Leuthold’s Clothing and 
Shoes building at 107 W. Main St., 
Kasson. 

It’s hoped that the 
restaurant billed as 
“The Mid-South meets 
the Midwest” will 
open in early October.

“And of course the 
magnolia tree only 
grows in the South,” 
Hensley said. “And 
someone, when I first 
moved to Minnesota, 
had called me ‘The 
misplaced magnolia.’ 

So that’s where the name comes from.
“It was kind of a joke: ‘Well, you’re 

just a misplaced magnolia,’” she said. 
“And I immediately thought, ‘Oh my 
gosh, that’s a great name for a restaurant.’ 
Because I knew that I wanted to open the 
southern-themed restaurant up here in 
Minnesota. It clicked, and I liked it and 
I’ve had it written down in a notebook 
for years. So when we got ready to go, I 
just went right back to it.”

Hensley and her husband, Gerry, 
purchased the 1900 building in 2010 and 
began renovating it early this year.

Leuthold’s closed in 2006 after more 
than 140 years in business.

There was flooding in the empty 
building before Hensley came along; 
water pipes burst because the heat had 
been turned off.

The ceiling had been painted black, 
and the paint was flaking off.

“It was pretty dreary,” she said.
A company was hired to sand-blast 

the ceiling, and the Hensleys repainted 
it themselves, bringing out the old, 
exquisite detail.

The couple is removing tile flooring 

from the 1930s, which contained 
asbestos and was partially covered with 
carpeting from the ‘70s, to expose the 
original hardwood floor.

They also found original wiring, from 
the early days of electricity; old clay 
pipes that had to be removed; old plaster 
– the list continues.

“We’re trying to mix the new in with 
the old, and preserve the look of the 
building,” Hensley said. “With a building 
this old, you’ve got layers of old: You’ve 
got the ‘30s, you’ve got the ‘50s, you’ve 
got the ‘60s. You’ve just got to kind of 
chisel down, like an archaeologist, to get 
back to the bones.”

The Hensleys moved to Kasson about 
11 years ago, when Gerry was hired by 
the Mayo Clinic in Rochester. He’s now 
employed by the U.S. Army Reserve.

Their daughter, Lauren, graduated 
from Kasson-Mantorville High School 
in 2014 and is studying at Minnesota 
State University, Mankato.

“This became home, and we love it,” 
Jeannine Hensley said. “We love the 
town of Kasson, specifically. We like 
being in a small town. We love being 
able to walk to everything that we like 
to go to, to the grocery store, to the 

park, to the Fairgrounds, to Main Street. 
We love the school system. In fact, the 
school system is why we picked Kasson. 
Our daughter was only in the third grade 
when we moved to Kasson. 

“We drew a circle around Rochester 
and figured, ‘This is how far we’re going 
to drive,’ and then started what we called 
‘town-shopping,’” she said. “We went to 
all the small towns and looked to see 
what we liked, and then researched the 
school systems, and we picked Kasson 
and we couldn’t be happier.”

It will be nice, she said, for Kasson 
to have another dining option, to add 
variety and keep local dollars in Kasson.

“I think a lot of residents are excited, 
because we’ve had so many people 
just stick their head in the front door 
when they see us, and say, ‘What are 
you doing,’ ‘Oh, we can’t wait,’ ‘Oh, I 
remember when …’ Hensley said.

“I think it’s really important for us 
to start bringing some of these older 
buildings back here on Main Street, 
and not just contributing to the city, but 
contributing to the history.”

Uncover event are Old Rooster 
Antiques Rochester.

Tailgating for 
FFA

Triton FFA Alumni 
Sponsored Tailgate Party.

Come on out for a night of 
fun along with the Triton FFA 
chapter for a tailgate party.

September 22, 4:30-6:30 
p.m. Triton Bus Garage prior 
to football game. Burger Meal 
Provided. Questions Contact:

David Fitzgerald,  507-
951-0296; Robby Gilliland 
-507-272-7788; Sheryl 
Dohrmann- 507-273-7015; 
Tim Marquardt- 507-259-
3329.

SEMAC 
Announces 

Grant 
Application 

Deadline

This activity is made 
possible by the voters of 
Minnesota through grants 

from the Minnesota State Arts 
Board thanks to a legislative 
appropriation from the arts and 
cultural heritage fund.

 The Southeastern 
Minnesota Arts Council 
announces a call for proposals 
in three categories:  Arts and 
Cultural Heritage, Presenter/
Production Assistance, and 
Small Towns/Rural Areas.  All 
proposed projects must begin 
no earlier than December 1, 
2017 and be completed within 
twelve months, culminating 
in a capstone event that is 
accessible and open to the 
public.  Online applications 
will be available throughout 
September with an October 1, 
2017 submission deadline.

 SEMAC, a non-profit arts 
agency, is designated by the 
State of Minnesota Arts Board 
as the regional arts council for 
eleven southeastern Minnesota 
counties:  Dodge, Fillmore, 
Freeborn, Goodhue, Houston, 
Mower, Olmsted, Rice, Steele, 
Wabasha, and Winona.

 For information about the 
grant application process, 
eligibility, or grant writing 
assistance, contact the 

SEMAC office at 2778 D 
Commerce Dr. NW, Rochester, 
MN 55901 or call 507-281-
4848.   Information may also 
be found on our Web site at 
www.semac.org.

Small Towns/
Rural Areas 

Grants

The Small Towns/Rural 
Areas grants offer funding up 
to three thousand dollars to 
qualified applicants located in 
areas of the SEMAC Region 
with populations under 7,500.  
A 20% match is required.

 SEMAC support may be 
used for assistance in activities 
which directly involve the 
creation, performance, 
publication, or exhibition of 
art.  Applicants may include 
arts organizations, government 
entities and public or non-
religious private schools, either 
individually or in cooperation.  
These grants cannot be used 
to cover the costs of school 
residencies.

Southern cooking, 
comin’ up

By RICHARD JOHNSON 
DCI Managing Editor

Jeannine 
Hensley

Business Briefs

Steele Tap eyes 
2018 completion

Darrick Schewe
Owner

507-583-9994
Located in NAPA Auto Parts Building

www. fromthegroundupowatonna.com

• Landscape design
   install & removal

• Paver patios 

• retaining walls

• Tree trimming

• Tree removal

J-C Press
Printing + Marketing

We take your unique ideas 
and combine our expertise 

to create some amazing 
products. 

Your next project starts here.

Open Weekdays 8:00 am - 4:30 pm

785 24th Avenue SW
Owatonna

507.446.5300

Gary Hughes



The week celebrates all that 
has been accomplished in the 
past 59 years through the gen-
erosity of the Owatonna com-
munity and their support of the 
Owatonna Foundation whose 
mission is: “to improve the 
quality of life for present and 
future generations by supporting 
Owatonna projects that focus 
on community, arts, recreation, 
and education.” This year will 
also be the official beginning 
of the Foundation’s fundrais-
ing campaign called “10 in 10.” 
This campaign’s goal is to raise 
enough funds so that the Foun-
dation will have assets of $10 
million within 10 years.  The 
Foundation is already over half-
way to that goal, with current 
assets of over $5 million. By 
reaching this goal, the Founda-
tion, as directed by its spending 
policy, will be able to award 
$450,000 dollars a year for 
worthy Owatonna projects and 
scholarships.  

“We are excited to embark on 
this new fundraising campaign. 
The idea for this campaign came 
out of our recent strategic plan-
ning session and will allow 
us to greatly impact our com-
munity for the future. As new 
capital projects and community 
initiatives come forth we will 
be able partner with, and sup-
port, Owatonna non-profits. 
Owatonna has always been a 
very philanthropic community 
and embraced projects for the 
betterment of the quality of life 
for all our citizens,” said Betsy 
Lindgren, Foundation president. 

Established in 1957, the 
Owatonna Foundation has en-
hanced the community with a 
focus on capital projects. Some 
of the projects financially sup-
ported by the Foundation have 
included: the Central Park Band-
stand, the Parks and Trail Sys-
tem, Soccer Complex, Softball 
Diamonds, Steele County Fair, 
Hospitality House, Owatonna 
Public Library, ISD #761, 
Homestead Hospice House, 
River Springs Water Park, the  
Steele County History Cen-
ter, Steele County Food Shelf, 
and Steele County Clothesline, 
among others. Since its begin-
ning, over 260 projects, and 
$11.75 million has been given 
back to the community.

On Wednesday, Oct. 4, the 
Foundation will host its Leg-
acy Luncheon to honor those 
donors who have included the 
Owatonna Foundation as part of 
their estate plan or made a con-
tribution through the “Living 
Legacy” program.  The keynote 
speaker will be Diane Amund-
son, a motivational speaker who 
has worked with General Mills, 
Pepsi, and Express Employment 
Professionals. 

In 2009 Amundson started her 
own training company serving 
clients throughout the Midwest 
in leadership development, con-
flict resolution, strategic plan-
ning and team building. She has 
a passion for giving back to her 
community and was featured on 
the front page of her local news-
paper The Winona Daily News 
as the July 2017 volunteer of the 

month.  She has served as mem-
ber or President of the local Ro-
tary Club, Winona Community 
Foundation, Bluffview Montes-
sori School Board, Ruskin Study 
Club, WSU Business College 
Advisory Board and United Way 
to name a few.  

The lunch will also feature the 
annual presentation of the “Spir-
it of the Community Award” 
which will this year be present-
ed to Jerry and Carol Deetz for 
their service to the community. 
The Legacy Luncheon is an in-
vitation only event.

On Thursday, Oct. 5, the 
Foundation will host a “Break-
fast for Professionals” at the 
Owatonna Arts Center. The 
short program will feature sev-
eral speaker testimonials as to 
the importance and impact that 
the Foundation has made to 
them both as donors and as grant 
recipients. The speakers will in-
clude: Legacy Society members, 
Otto and Joanne Havelka and 
Jolayne Mohs. Grant recipients, 
Rod Mauer and Sam Davidson 
representing the “20” Rifle and 
Pistol Club and Marilee Pfarr of 
Wee Pals will also briefly speak. 
This event is by invitation only, 
but if you are a professional in 
the areas of insurance, banking, 
law, or financial planning and 
would like to attend, please call 
our office at 507-455-2995 to re-
serve your place.

Also on Oct. 5, the public is 
invited to attend a special Foun-
dation Week tradition at our 
Wine and Beer Tasting Event, 
which this year will feature over 
100 different beverages to sam-
ple. This fundraiser is graciously 
co-sponsored by Cash Wise Li-
quor and the Holiday Inn. The 

evening will feature wines, Min-
nesota breweries, and wonderful 
food.  Tickets are $15 in advance 
or $20 at the door and may be 
purchased at the Foundation Of-
fice at 108 West Park Square, 
Cashwise Liquor, from a Board 
Trustee, Kottke Jewelers, or by 
going to our website: www.owa-
tonnafoundation.org.  The event 
takes place at the Holiday Inn & 
Suites and begins at 6:30 p.m.

A live auction featuring sev-
eral wine and food themed gift 
baskets from Cashwise Liquor 
and Foods, two wine tasting 
“road trips,” one of which fea-
tures a Romance Package from 
the St. James Hotel will also be 
auctioned, and new this year, 
will be a dinner for 8 prepared 
by Betsy Lindgren and Laura 
Resler of the Owatonna Founda-
tion and held at the historic Ste-
phens and Sis Lange home. All 
proceeds go to the Owatonna 
Foundation to support its grant 
and scholarship programs.

On Friday, Oct. 6, the Foun-
dation will watch the Huskies 
“kick-off’” at the OHS football 
game between Owatonna and 
Rochester Century. The OHS 
cheerleaders will be tossing out 
t-shirts courtesy of Court Sports 
and More during the halftime 
activities. Show some home-
town sprit and take your chance 
at catching a t-shirt! 

On Saturday, Oct. 7, the 
Owatonna Foundation office 
will be open from 8 a.m. until 
12 p.m. at 108 West Park Square 
across from Central Park. Stop 
in and enjoy coffee from Central 
Park Coffee and cookies from 
Old Town Bagels. Back by pop-
ular demand is a “Mystery Pic-
ture” photo contest! This is your 

chance to win an amazing “Ex-
perience Owatonna” package 
that includes an overnight stay 
at the Holiday Inn and Suites 
and 5 water park passes, value 
$250, $50 in Chamber Bucks 
from Dufresne Wayne and As-
sociates, a family membership 
to Steele County Historical So-
ciety: value $45, an Owatonna 
Arts Center membership: value 
$100, An Owatonna County 
Club Experience package: value 
$200, a DeWalt shopvac: value 
$110 from Alexander Lumber, a 
Kottke Jewelry gift card, a Fare-
way Foods gift card, a Hy-Vee 
gift card and more.

Total value of this grand prize 
package is over $1,000! There 
will be other prizes for second 
and third place with prizes from 
Park and Rec, Plaza Morena, 
Elwood Star Cleaners, Cham-
ber Bucks and much more. Over 
$2,000 will be given away! To 
enter you must fill out the pho-
to contest form and identify 8 
of the 16 mystery pictures that 
feature Foundation sponsored 
projects in Owatonna. Com-
pleted forms need to be dropped 
off at the Foundation office at 
108 West Park Square on Satur-

day, Oct. 7 between 8 a.m. and 
12 p.m. Forms are available at 
Kottke Jewelers, Tri M Graph-
ics, the Foundation office and 
on our website at www.owa-
tonnafoundation.org. The first 
50 contestants that enter will 
receive a value basket coupon 
from Culvers.

“We invite everyone to join us 
for this great week of activities 
that celebrates the Owatonna 
Foundation-your Community 

Foundation. I am proud and 
humbled to be a part of this 
amazing legacy.” 

The Owatonna Foundation 
was established with the goal of 
improving the quality of life for 
present and future generations of 
Owatonna residents. For more 
information, visit the Owatonna 
Foundation web page at www.
owatonnafoundation.org.or call 
507-455-2995.
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Support the fighters, Admire the survivors, Honor the taken.

Cancer Corner

Blooming
Prairie Cancer

Group

Sponsored by Krejci

By HOWARD LESTRUD
Staff Writer

Each year in recent memory, the Blooming 
Prairie Cancer Group has donated generously 
to the Eagles Fifth District Cancer Telethon in 
Rochester.

Last year, the BP Cancer Group gave the Eagles 
telethon a donation of $63,000. The year previous, 
the BP Cancer Group gave a $73,000 check.

It is expected that next January, the Cancer 
Group will again give a sizable donation.

With $1 million in income, Eagles Fifth District 
Cancer Telethon is larger than the average Cancer 
Research Organization in the United States (where 

median income is $224,590).
The average Cancer Research Organization 

brought in 2.38 percent more income in 2014 than 
it raised in 2013. This organization, similarly, saw 
a 1.79 percent increase in income in 2014.

The Eagles Fifth District Cancer Telethon is 
a registered tax -exempt organization with the 
Internal Revenue Service.

The BP Cancer Group raised over $60,000 
in this year’s Paint Blooming Prairie Pink. The 
auctions brought in $42,000 of that total.

On the second night of the auction, Teresa 
Chapman, executive director of the Eagles Cancer 
Telethon in Rochester, thanked the bidders for 
their generous donations to this year’s BP Cancer 
Group actions.

BP Cancer Group donates often 
to Eagles Cancer Telethon

Fall Festival on the Farm

LARGEST  
petting zoo In  

SE Minnesota

Friendly Farm animals • Pony Rides
Wagon Rides • U-Pick pumpkin patch
Pumpkin carving/decorating station

Corn pit with large slide  

Join Us for Real Farm Fun
27251 MN-30 • Hayfield, MN

507-365-8321
www.redbarnlearningfarm.com

We will be open every weekend  
starting Saturday, September 26th!

Wed, Thur, Fri of MEA Weekend

Hand Dipped Caramel Apples

Fresh Pressed Apple Cider

Fresh Fall Produced

Largest & Freshest Apple Selection in the Area

Open Daily 8 am -7 pm
Highways 14 & 61, LaCrescent, MN
www.bauersmarketplace.com
507-895-4583

Farmer John's  
Pumpkin Patch

Come for the pumpkins, stay for the fun!

PUMPKIN - For your baby born after 10-15-14
ADMISSION - pick your own pumpkin

ACTIVITIES - Kids love the silos!

507-437-91080 • Open Daily: Noon - 6 pm
90537 273rd St. Austin, MN

www.farmerjohnspumpkinpatch.com

TWIEHOFF
Garden & Nursery

From our garden to your table!
Onions 
Squash 

Indian Corn 
Hay Bales

Gourds 
Pumpkins 
Fall Mums 
Bird Seed

twiehoffgardens.com
917 St. Paul Rd. • Faribault

Pampas Grass

SEKAPP ORCHARD
& FARMS

Sweet Corn, Squash, Pumpkin & 
Vegetables, Wagon Rides & pick 

your own apples & pumpkins

Honeycrisp apples and other MN varieties

OPEN DAILY THRU HALLOWEEN
Salesroom open daily 9 a.m. - 7 p.m.

3415 Collegeview Rd. East
Rochester

APPLES, 
PUMPKINS 
& FALL FUN!

Teresa Chapman, left, executive director of the Eagles Cancer Telethon in Rochester, 
visited the Blooming Prairie Cancer Group’s auction on Sept. 9. Cheri Krejci, right, 
introduced her to the audience. (Staff photo by Howard Lestrud)

Full slate of activities set for Owatonna Foundation Week

BOYS & GIRLS CLUB 
OF BLOOMING PRAIRIE

401 4th St SE, 
Blooming Prairie MN 55917

507.583.6699
msundine@bgclubroch.org

www.bgclubroch.org

A place for all kids to feel welcome.

A place that nurtures kids—a place where they can grow. 

A place that gives them every opportunity to be their best.

The Boys & Girls Club of Blooming Prairie is 

the place for everyone.

for more information: 507-491-2639
rochesterhorror.com

Good thru November 5, 2017

Good thru November 5, 2017

Limit 4 People per Coupon

12pm-4pm
Sept. 23, 24 & 30 • Oct. 1, 7, 8, 
14, 15, 19, 20, 21, 22, 28 & 29

Nov. 4 & 5

LIGHTS-ON 
PRESENTATIONS 

(family-friendly)
5pm-6pm

Oct. 19, 20, 21 & 28

Children must 
be accompanied 

by an adult

Must be presented at the door. Valid for Haunted 
Attraction only. Not valid with advanced purchase, 
other discounts or coupons. Expires Nov. 4, 2017

Willow’s Keep Farm
47385 Hwy. 52 Blvd.

Zumbrota, MN

new attraction

garden 
of evil

haunted farm tours with haunted corn maze
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Foreclosure
Foreclosure

ForeclosureForeclosure
17-107494

 
NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

 
THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION OF 
THE DEBT AND IDENTITY OF THE 
ORIGINAL CREDITOR WITHIN THE 
TIME PROVIDED BY LAW IS NOT 
AFFECTED BY THIS ACTION.
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that 
default has occurred in the conditions 
of the following described mortgage:
DATE OF MORTGAGE:  July 10, 
2013
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL AMOUNT 
OF MORTGAGE:  $105,738.00
MORTGAGOR(S):  Danielle Kay 
Strommer and Stephan Charles 
Strommer, wife and husband
MORTGAGEE:  Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc.
TRANSACTION AGENT: Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.
MIN#:  100603713070078628
LENDER OR BROKER AND 
MORTGAGE ORIGINATOR 
STATED ON THE MORTGAGE:  
Carrington Mortgage Services, LLC
SERVICER:  Carrington Mortgage 
Services, LLC
DATE AND PLACE OF FILING: 
Filed July 12, 2013, Steele County 
Recorder, as Document Number 
A000392396
ASSIGNMENTS OF MORTGAGE:  
Assigned to: Carrington Mortgage 
Services, LLC  
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF 
PROPERTY:
Lots 15,16 and South 14 feet of Lot 
14, all being in Block 29 in Johnson 
and Company's Addition to Medford 
(said Block 29, being located in 
North part of SW 1/4 SW 1/4 of 
Section 9-108-20)
PROPERTY ADDRESS:  211 1st 
Ave NE, Medford, MN 55049
PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER:  16-101-2915
 COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY IS 
LOCATED:  Steele
THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO BE 
DUE ON THE MORTGAGE ON 
THE DATE OF THE NOTICE:  
$103,204.26
THAT all pre-foreclosure 
requirements have been complied 
with; that no action or proceeding has 
been instituted at law or otherwise 
to recover the debt secured by said 
mortgage, or any part thereof;
PURSUANT, to the power of sale 
contained in said mortgage, the 
above described property will be 
sold by the Sheriff of said county as 
follows:
DATE AND TIME OF SALE:  October 
19, 2017, 10:00am
PLACE OF SALE:  Sheriff's Main 
Office, Law Enforcement Center, 
204 Pearl Street East, Owatonna, 
MN 55060
to pay the debt secured by said 
mortgage and taxes, if any, on 
said premises and the costs and 
disbursements, including attorneys 
fees allowed by law, subject to 
redemption within 6 months from the 
date of said sale by the mortgagor(s) 
the personal representatives or 
assigns.
TIME AND DATE TO VACATE 
PROPERTY:  If the real estate is 
an owner-occupied, single-family 
dwelling, unless otherwise provided 
by law, the date on or before which 
the mortgagor(s) must vacate the 
property, if the mortgage is not 
reinstated under section 580.30 or 
the property is not redeemed under 
section 580.23, is 11:59 p.m. on April 
19, 2018, or the next business day 
if April 19, 2018 falls on a Saturday, 
Sunday or legal holiday.
 
"THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY 
THE MORTGAGOR, THE 
MORTGAGOR'S PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES OR ASSIGNS, 
MAY BE REDUCED TO FIVE 
WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS 
ENTERED UNDER MINNESOTA 
STATUTES SECTION 582.032 
DETERMINING, AMONG OTHER 
THINGS, THAT THE MORTGAGED 
PREMISES ARE IMPROVED 
WITH A RESIDENTIAL DWELLING 
OF LESS THAN 5 UNITS, ARE 
NOT PROPERTY USED FOR 
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION, 
AND ARE ABANDONED.
 

 Dated: August 25, 2017
 

CARRINGTON MORTGAGE 
SERVICES, LLC

Assignee of Mortgagee  
 

SHAPIRO & ZIELKE, LLP
 

BY 
___________________________

Lawrence P. Zielke - 152559
Diane F. Mach - 273788

Melissa L. B. Porter - 0337778
Randolph W. Dawdy - 2160X

Gary J. Evers - 0134764
Tracy J. Halliday - 034610X

Attorneys for Mortgagee
Shapiro & Zielke, LLP

12550 West Frontage Road, 
Suite 200

Burnsville, MN 55337
(952) 831-4060

 
THIS IS A COMMUNICATION 
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR

 
8/29,9/5, 9/12
9/19,9/26,10/3

Foreclosure
17-107550

 
NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

 
THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION OF 
THE DEBT AND IDENTITY OF THE 
ORIGINAL CREDITOR WITHIN THE 
TIME PROVIDED BY LAW IS NOT 
AFFECTED BY THIS ACTION.
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that 
default has occurred in the conditions 
of the following described mortgage:
DATE OF MORTGAGE:  July 15, 
2008
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF 
MORTGAGE:  $80,300.00
MORTGAGOR(S):  Jacqueline J. 
Robinson, a single person
MORTGAGEE:  Midwest Minnesota 
Community Development Corporation
LENDER OR BROKER AND 
MORTGAGE ORIGINATOR STATED 
ON THE MORTGAGE:  Midwest 
Minnesota Community Development 
Corporation
SERVICER:  Carrington Mortgage 

Services, LLC
DATE AND PLACE OF FILING: 
Filed July 16, 2008, Steele County 
Recorder, as Document Number 
A000358537
ASSIGNMENTS OF MORTGAGE:  
Assigned to: JPMorgan Chase 
Bank, N.A.; Thereafter assigned to 
Carrington Mortgage Services, LLC.  
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF 
PROPERTY:
Lots 15 to 26, both inclusive in Block 
3, Clarke's Addition to the Village (now 
City) of Blooming Prairie, Minnesota
That part of the South Half of 7th 
Street NE (Pope Street) which lies S 
of Lot 1, Block 4, Clarke's Addition, 
North of Lot 20, Block 3, Clarke's 
Addition East of the East line of 
Center Avenue (Pine Street) and 
West of the Westerly right of way line 
of State Highways 218 and 30 in the 
village (now City) of Blooming Prairie 
(now Vacated)
PROPERTY ADDRESS:  801 Center 
Ave N, Blooming Prairie, MN 55917
PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER:  14-109-0315
COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY IS 
LOCATED:  Steele
THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO BE 
DUE ON THE MORTGAGE ON THE 
DATE OF THE NOTICE:  $72,905.11
THAT all pre-foreclosure 
requirements have been complied 
with; that no action or proceeding has 
been instituted at law or otherwise 
to recover the debt secured by said 
mortgage, or any part thereof;
PURSUANT, to the power of sale 
contained in said mortgage, the 
above described property will be 
sold by the Sheriff of said county as 
follows:
DATE AND TIME OF SALE:  October 
27, 2017, 10:00am
PLACE OF SALE:  Sheriff's Main 
Office, Law Enforcement Center, 204 
Pearl Street East, Owatonna, MN 
55060
to pay the debt secured by said 
mortgage and taxes, if any, on 
said premises and the costs and 
disbursements, including attorneys 
fees allowed by law, subject to 
redemption within 6 months from the 
date of said sale by the mortgagor(s) 
the personal representatives or 
assigns.
TIME AND DATE TO VACATE 
PROPERTY:  If the real estate is 
an owner-occupied, single-family 
dwelling, unless otherwise provided 
by law, the date on or before which 
the mortgagor(s) must vacate the 
property, if the mortgage is not 
reinstated under section 580.30 or 
the property is not redeemed under 
section 580.23, is 11:59 p.m. on April 
27, 2018, or the next business day 
if April 27, 2018 falls on a Saturday, 
Sunday or legal holiday.
 
"THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY 
THE MORTGAGOR, THE 
MORTGAGOR'S PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES OR ASSIGNS, 
MAY BE REDUCED TO FIVE 
WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS 
ENTERED UNDER MINNESOTA 
STATUTES SECTION 582.032 
DETERMINING, AMONG OTHER 
THINGS, THAT THE MORTGAGED 
PREMISES ARE IMPROVED 
WITH A RESIDENTIAL DWELLING 
OF LESS THAN 5 UNITS, ARE 
NOT PROPERTY USED FOR 
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION, 
AND ARE ABANDONED.
 

 Dated: August 31, 2017
 

Carrington Mortgage Services, LLC
Assignee of Mortgagee  

 
SHAPIRO & ZIELKE, LLP

 
BY ____________________
Lawrence P. Zielke - 152559

Diane F. Mach - 273788
Melissa L. B. Porter - 0337778

Randolph W. Dawdy - 2160X
Gary J. Evers - 0134764

Tracy J. Halliday - 034610X
Attorneys for Mortgagee

Shapiro & Zielke, LLP
12550 West Frontage Road, Suite 

200
Burnsville, MN 55337

(952) 831-4060
 
THIS IS A COMMUNICATION FROM 

A DEBT COLLECTOR

9/5, 9/12, 9/19
9/26,10/3, 10/10

Estate

Estate

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
COUNTY OF STEELE

 THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
DISTRICT COURT

PROBATE DIVISION 

Court File  Number: 
74-PR-17-1642

NOTICE AND ORDER OF 
HEARING ON PETITION FOR 

PROBATE OF WILL AND 
APPOINTMENT OF PERSONAL 

REPRESENTATIVE AND NOTICE 
TO CREDITORS

Estate of 
    Carole M. Dittrich,      		
	 Decedent

It is Ordered and Notice is given 
that on November 13, 2017, at 
10:30 a.m., a hearing will be held 
in this Court at Owatonna Fire Hall, 
107 W. Main Street, Owatonna, 
Minnesota, for the formal probate 
of an instrument purporting to be 
the Will of the Decedent dated, April 
27, 1995, and  (“Will”), and for the 
appointment of Shelly M. Dittrich 
Starman and Steven M. Dittrich 
whose addresses are 2724 SE 
138th Street, Blooming Prairie, MN, 
55917 and 9879 County Road 3, 
Owatonna, MN 55060, respectively 
as Co-Personal Representatives 
of the Estate of the Decedent in an 
UNSUPERVISED administration.  
Any objections to the petition must 
be filed with the Court prior to or 
raised at the hearing.  If proper and 
if no objections are filed or raised, 
the Personal Representative will 
be appointed with full power to 
administer the Estate including the 
power to collect all assets, to pay 
all legal debts, claims, taxes and 
expenses, to sell real and personal 
property, and to do all necessary 
acts for the Estate.

Notice is also given that (subject 
to Minnesota Statutes section 524.3-

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
COUNTY OF STEELE

 THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
DISTRICT COURT

PROBATE DIVISION 

Court File  Number: 
74-PR-17-1635

NOTICE AND ORDER OF 
HEARING ON PETITION FOR 

PROBATE OF WILL AND 
APPOINTMENT OF PERSONAL 

REPRESENTATIVE AND NOTICE 
TO CREDITORS

Estate of 
    Marlene June Quaintance,      	
		  Decedent

It is Ordered and Notice is given 
that on November 13, at 10:30 a.m., 
a hearing will be held in this Court 
at Owatonna Fire Hall, 107 W. Main 
Street, Owatonna, Minnesota, for 
the formal probate of an instrument 
purporting to be the Will of the 
Decedent dated, August 4, 2015, 
(“Will”), and for the appointment of 
Bonnie Christensen, whose address 
is P.O. Box 654, Hill City, SD, 57745 
as Personal Representative of 
the Estate of the Decedent in an 
UNSUPERVISED administration.  
Any objections to the petition must 
be filed with the Court prior to or 
raised at the hearing.  If proper and 
if no objections are filed or raised, 
the Personal Representative will 
be appointed with full power to 
administer the Estate including the 
power to collect all assets, to pay 
all legal debts, claims, taxes and 
expenses, to sell real and personal 
property, and to do all necessary 
acts for the Estate.

Notice is also given that (subject 
to Minnesota Statutes section 524.3-
801) all creditors having claims 
against the Estate are required to 
present the claims to the Personal 
Representative or to the Court 
Administrator within four months 
after the date of this Notice or the 
claims will be barred.

BY THE COURT
Karen R. Duncan

Judge of District Court
9/12/2017

Sonia Holder
Court Administrator

9/12/2017

Attorney for Petitioner
Kristin K. Haberman

Einhaus, Mattison, Carver & 
Haberman, P.A.

202 N. Cedar Avenue
P.O. Box 545

Owatonna, MN, 55060
Attorney License No: 0268045

Telephone: (507) 451-3580
FAX: (507) 451-3532

Email: haberman@
owatonnalawyers.com

9/19, 9/26

Assumed Name
Minnesota Secretary of 

State Certificate of Assumed 
Name Minnesota 

Statutes, Chapter 333

The filing of an assumed name does 
not provide a user with exclusive rights 
to that name. The filing is required 
for consumer protection in order 
to enable customers to be able to 
identify the true owner of a business.

ASSUMED NAMED: 
Hendrickson Trucking

PRINCIPAL PLACE OF BUSINESS: 
203 2nd St. NW, Blooming Prairie, 
MN 55917 USA

NAMEHOLDER(S): Cody Lee 
Hendrickson
Address: 203 2nd St. NW, 
Blooming Prairie, MN 55917 USA

If you submit an attachment, it will 
be incorporated into this document. 
If the attachment conflicts with the 
information specifically set forth in this 
document, this document supersedes 
the date referenced in the attachment. 

By typing my name, I, the 
undersigned, certify that I am 
signing this document as the 
person whose signature is 
required, or as the agent of the 
person(s) whose signature would 
be required, who has authorized 
me to sign this document on his/
her behalf, or in both capacities. 
I further certify that I have 
completed all required fields 
and that the information in this 
document is true and correct and 
in compliance with the applicable 
chapter of Minnesota Statutes. 
I understand that by signing 
this document I am subject to 
the penalties of perjury as set 
forth in Section 609.48 as if I had 
signed this document under oath.

SIGNED BY: 
Cody Lee Hendrickson

MAILING ADDRESS: 
None Provided

EMAIL FOR OFFICIAL NOTICES: 

801) all creditors having claims 
against the Estate are required to 
present the claims to the Personal 
Representative or to the Court 
Administrator within four months 
after the date of this Notice or the 
claims will be barred.

BY THE COURT
Karen R. Duncan

Judge of District Court
9/12/2017

Sonia Holder
Court Administrator

9/12/2017

Attorney for Petitioner
David L. Einhaus

Einhaus, Mattison, Carver & 
Haberman, P.A.

202 N. Cedar Avenue
P.O. Box 545

Owatonna, MN, 55060
Attorney License No: 26190
Telephone: (507) 451-3580

FAX: (507) 451-3532
Email: einhaus@owatonnalawyers.

com

9/19, 9/26

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION OF 
THE DEBT AND IDENTITY OF THE 
ORIGINAL CREDITOR WITHIN THE 
TIME PROVIDED BY LAW IS NOT 
AFFECTED BY THIS ACTION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that 
default has occurred in conditions of 
the following described mortgage:
DATE OF MORTGAGE:	
November 22, 2010
MORTGAGOR:	 Ronald G Dagit 
and Shirley A Pichner as trustees of 
the Pichner/Dagit Family Trust Dated 
10-17-2005.
MORTGAGEE:		  Bank 
of America, N.A..
DATE AND PLACE OF 
RECORDING:	  Recorded 
December 7, 2010 Steele 
County Recorder, Document No. 
A000375225.
ASSIGNMENTS OF MORTGAGE: 
NONE                 
TRANSACTION AGENT:  NONE
TRANSACTION AGENT'S 
MORTGAGE IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER ON MORTGAGE:  NONE
LENDER OR BROKER AND 
MORTGAGE ORIGINATOR STATED 
ON MORTGAGE:  Bank of America, 
N.A.
RESIDENTIAL MORTGAGE 
SERVICER:  Bank of America, N.A.
MORTGAGED PROPERTY 
ADDRESS:  315 Academy Street, 
Owatonna, MN 55060
TAX PARCEL I.D. #:  17-010-3217
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF 
PROPERTY:
The East Four (4) rods of Sub-Lot 
Ten (10) in the SE 1/4 of SW 1/4 on 
Section 10, Township 107, Range 20 
West
COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY IS 
LOCATED:	 Steele
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL AMOUNT 
OF MORTGAGE:	 $48,000.00
AMOUNT DUE AND CLAIMED TO 
BE DUE AS OF DATE OF NOTICE, 
INCLUDING TAXES, IF ANY, PAID 
BY MORTGAGEE:	 $45,812.20
That prior to the commencement 
of this mortgage foreclosure 
proceeding Mortgagee/Assignee of 
Mortgagee complied with all notice 
requirements as required by statute; 
That no action or proceeding has 
been instituted at law or otherwise 
to recover the debt secured by said 
mortgage, or any part thereof;
PURSUANT to the power of sale 
contained in said mortgage, the 
above described property will be 
sold by the Sheriff of said county as 
follows:
DATE AND TIME OF SALE: 
September 15, 2017 at 10:00 AM
PLACE OF SALE:	 Steele County 
Sheriff's Office, Law Enforcement 
Center, 204 Pearl Street East, 
Owatonna, MN
to pay the debt then secured by 
said Mortgage, and taxes, if any, 
on said premises, and the costs 
and disbursements, including 
attorneys' fees allowed by law 
subject to redemption within    six 
(6) months from the date of said sale 
by the mortgagor(s), their personal 
representatives or assigns unless 
reduced to Five (5) weeks under MN 
Stat. §580.07.

TIME AND DATE TO VACATE 
PROPERTY: If the real estate is 
an owner-occupied, single-family 
dwelling, unless otherwise provided 
by law, the date on or before which 
the mortgagor(s) must vacate the 
property if the mortgage is not 
reinstated under section 580.30 or 
the property is not redeemed under 
section 580.23 is 11:59 p.m. on 
March 15, 2018 unless that date 
falls on a weekend  or legal holiday, 
in which case it is the next weekday, 
and unless the redemption period is 
reduced to 5 weeks under MN Stat. 
Secs. 580.07 or 582.032.

MORTGAGOR(S) RELEASED 
FROM FINANCIAL OBLIGATION 
ON MORTGAGE:None
"THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY 
THE MORTGAGOR, THE 
MORTGAGOR'S PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES OR ASSIGNS, 
MAY BE REDUCED TO FIVE 
WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS 
ENTERED UNDER MINNESOTA 
STATUTES, SECTION 582.032, 
DETERMINING, AMONG OTHER 
THINGS, THAT THE MORTGAGED 
PREMISES ARE IMPROVED 
WITH A RESIDENTIAL DWELLING 
OF LESS THAN FIVE UNITS, 
ARE NOT PROPERTY USED IN 
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION, 
AND ARE ABANDONED."

	 Dated: July 12, 2017

Bank of America, N.A.
Mortgagee/Assignee 

of Mortgagee

USSET, WEINGARDEN 
AND LIEBO, P.L.L.P.

Attorneys for Mortgagee/Assignee 
of Mortgagee

4500 Park Glen Road #300
Minneapolis, MN 55416

(952) 925-6888
18 - 17-004264 FC

THIS IS A COMMUNICATION 
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR.

NOTICE OF 
POSTPONEMENT OF

MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

Pursuant to the provisions of 
Minnesota Statutes 580.07, the 
foregoing foreclosure sale is 
postponed until October 20, 2017 
at 10:00 AM at the Steele County 
Sheriff’s Office, Law Enforcement 
Center, 204 Pearl Street East, 
Owatonna, MN, in said county and 
state.

Dated:  September 20, 2017.

Bank of America, N.A.
Mortgagee/Assignee of Mortgagee

USSET, WEINGARDEN 
AND LIEBO, P.L.L.P.

Attorneys for Mortgagee/Assignee 
of Mortgagee

4500 Park Glen Road #300

Minneapolis, MN 55416
(952) 925-6888

18 - 17-004264 FC

THIS IS A COMMUNICATION 
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR.

9/26

constitutioncody@gmail.com

Steve Simon
Secretary of State

9/19,9/26

17-107230
 

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

 
THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION OF 
THE DEBT AND IDENTITY OF THE 
ORIGINAL CREDITOR WITHIN THE 
TIME PROVIDED BY LAW IS NOT 
AFFECTED BY THIS ACTION.
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that 
default has occurred in the conditions 
of the following described mortgage:
DATE OF MORTGAGE:  January 7, 
2010
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL AMOUNT 
OF MORTGAGE:  $69,900.00
MORTGAGOR(S):  Marcia K. 
Prestegard, single woman
MORTGAGEE:  Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc.
TRANSACTION AGENT: Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.
MIN#:  1002489-0000001611-4
LENDER OR BROKER AND 
MORTGAGE ORIGINATOR STATED 
ON THE MORTGAGE:  Rescue 
Mortgage, Inc. DBA Mortgage Depot
SERVICER:  Carrington Mortgage 
Services, LLC
DATE AND PLACE OF FILING: Filed 
February 3, 2010, Steele County 
Recorder, as Document Number 
A000369179
ASSIGNMENTS OF MORTGAGE:  
Assigned to: Bank of America, N.A.; 
Thereafter assigned to Carrington 
Mortgage Services, LLC; thereafter 
assigned to J.P. Morgan Mortgage 
Acquisition Corp.  
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF 
PROPERTY:
Lot 3 in Block 2 in Pointview Addition 
to the City of Owatonna, Minnesota
PROPERTY ADDRESS:  314 
Southview St, Owatonna, MN 55060
PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER:  17-134-0203
COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY IS 
LOCATED:  Steele
THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO BE 
DUE ON THE MORTGAGE ON THE 
DATE OF THE NOTICE:  $65,408.19
THAT all pre-foreclosure 
requirements have been complied 
with; that no action or proceeding has 
been instituted at law or otherwise 
to recover the debt secured by said 
mortgage, or any part thereof;
PURSUANT, to the power of sale 
contained in said mortgage, the 
above described property will be 
sold by the Sheriff of said county as 
follows:
DATE AND TIME OF SALE:  
November 17, 2017, 10:00am
PLACE OF SALE:  Sheriff's Main 
Office, Law Enforcement Center, 
204 Pearl Street East, Owatonna, 
MN 55060 to pay the debt secured 
by said mortgage and taxes, if any, 
on said premises and the costs and 
disbursements, including attorneys 
fees allowed by law, subject to 
redemption within 6 months from the 
date of said sale by the mortgagor(s) 
the personal representatives or 
assigns.
TIME AND DATE TO VACATE 
PROPERTY:  If the real estate is 
an owner-occupied, single-family 
dwelling, unless otherwise provided 
by law, the date on or before which 
the mortgagor(s) must vacate the 
property, if the mortgage is not 
reinstated under section 580.30 or 
the property is not redeemed under 
section 580.23, is 11:59 p.m. on May 
17, 2018, or the next business day 
if May 17, 2018 falls on a Saturday, 
Sunday or legal holiday.
 
"THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY 
THE MORTGAGOR, THE 
MORTGAGOR'S PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES OR ASSIGNS, 
MAY BE REDUCED TO FIVE 
WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS 
ENTERED UNDER MINNESOTA 
STATUTES SECTION 582.032 
DETERMINING, AMONG OTHER 
THINGS, THAT THE MORTGAGED 
PREMISES ARE IMPROVED 
WITH A RESIDENTIAL DWELLING 
OF LESS THAN 5 UNITS, ARE 
NOT PROPERTY USED FOR 
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION, 
AND ARE ABANDONED.
 

Dated: September 18, 2017
 

J.P. Morgan Mortgage 
Acquisition Corp.

Assignee of Mortgagee  
 

SHAPIRO & ZIELKE, LLP
 

BY 
___________________________

Lawrence P. Zielke - 152559
Diane F. Mach - 273788

Melissa L. B. Porter - 0337778
Randolph W. Dawdy - 2160X

Gary J. Evers - 0134764
Tracy J. Halliday - 034610X

Attorneys for Mortgagee
Shapiro & Zielke, LLP

12550 West Frontage Road, 
Suite 200

Burnsville, MN 55337
(952) 831-4060

 
THIS IS A COMMUNICATION 
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR

9/26, 10/3, 10/10
 10/17, 10/24, 10/31

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION OF 
THE DEBT AND IDENTITY OF THE 
ORIGINAL CREDITOR WITHIN THE 
TIME PROVIDED BY LAW IS NOT 
AFFECTED BY THIS ACTION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that 
default has occurred in conditions of 
the following described mortgage:
DATE OF MORTGAGE: September 
3, 2015
MORTGAGOR:	 Earl Eugene 
Butenhoff and Linda Eileen 
Butenhoff, husband and wife as joint 
tenants.
MORTGAGEE:	 M o r t g a g e 
Electronic Registration Systems, 
Inc. as nominee for American 
Nationwide Mortgage Company, Inc. 
its successors and assigns.
DATE AND PLACE OF 
RECORDING:	  Recorded 
September 4, 2015 Steele 
County Recorder, Document No. 
A000403975.
ASSIGNMENTS OF MORTGAGE:   
Assigned to:  Ditech Financial LLC.  
Dated August 22, 2017 Recorded 
August 25, 2017, as Document No. 
A000414480.                
TRANSACTION AGENT:  Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.
TRANSACTION AGENT'S 
MORTGAGE IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER ON MORTGAGE:  
100969901641507013
LENDER OR BROKER AND 
MORTGAGE ORIGINATOR STATED 
ON MORTGAGE:  American 
Nationwide Mortgage Company, Inc.
RESIDENTIAL MORTGAGE 
SERVICER:  Ditech Financial LLC	
MORTGAGED PROPERTY 
ADDRESS:  2455 Fox Hollow Lane, 
Owatonna, MN 55060
TAX PARCEL I.D. #:  17-582-0403
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF 
PROPERTY:
Lot 3, Block 4, North Country Addition 
No. 2, Steele County, Minnesota
COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY IS 
LOCATED:	 Steele
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL AMOUNT 
OF MORTGAGE:	 $272,253.00
AMOUNT DUE AND CLAIMED TO 
BE DUE AS OF DATE OF NOTICE, 
INCLUDING TAXES, IF ANY, PAID 
BY MORTGAGEE:	 $282,042.55
That prior to the commencement 
of this mortgage foreclosure 
proceeding Mortgagee/Assignee of 
Mortgagee complied with all notice 
requirements as required by statute; 
That no action or proceeding has 
been instituted at law or otherwise 
to recover the debt secured by said 
mortgage, or any part thereof;
PURSUANT to the power of sale 
contained in said mortgage, the 
above described property will be 
sold by the Sheriff of said county as 
follows: DATE AND TIME OF SALE: 
December 1, 2017 at 10:00 AM
PLACE OF SALE:	 Steele County 
Sheriff's Office, Law Enforcement 
Center, 204 Pearl Street East, 
Owatonna, MN to pay the debt 
then secured by said Mortgage, 
and taxes, if any, on said premises, 
and the costs and disbursements, 
including attorneys' fees allowed by 
law subject to redemption within    six 
(6) months from the date of said sale 
by the mortgagor(s), their personal 
representatives or assigns unless 
reduced to Five (5) weeks under MN 
Stat. §580.07.
TIME AND DATE TO VACATE 
PROPERTY: If the real estate is 
an owner-occupied, single-family 
dwelling, unless otherwise provided 
by law, the date on or before which 
the mortgagor(s) must vacate the 
property if the mortgage is not 
reinstated under section 580.30 or 
the property is not redeemed under 
section 580.23 is 11:59 p.m. on 
June 1, 2018 unless that date falls 
on a weekend   or legal holiday, in 
which case it is the next weekday, 
and unless the redemption period is 
reduced to 5 weeks under MN Stat. 
Secs. 580.07 or 582.032.

MORTGAGOR(S) RELEASED 
FROM FINANCIAL OBLIGATION 
ON MORTGAGE:None
"THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY 
THE MORTGAGOR, THE 
MORTGAGOR'S PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES OR ASSIGNS, 
MAY BE REDUCED TO FIVE 
WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS 
ENTERED UNDER MINNESOTA 
STATUTES, SECTION 582.032, 
DETERMINING, AMONG OTHER 
THINGS, THAT THE MORTGAGED 
PREMISES ARE IMPROVED 
WITH A RESIDENTIAL DWELLING 
OF LESS THAN FIVE UNITS, 
ARE NOT PROPERTY USED IN 
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION, 
AND ARE ABANDONED."

Dated: September 20, 2017

Ditech Financial LLC 
Mortgagee/Assignee of Mortgagee

USSET, WEINGARDEN 
AND LIEBO, P.L.L.P.

Attorneys for Mortgagee/Assignee 
of Mortgagee

4500 Park Glen Road #300
Minneapolis, MN 55416

(952) 925-6888
8 - 17-004745 FC

THIS IS A COMMUNICATION 
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR.

9/26, 10/3, 10/10
 10/17, 10/24, 10/31

Absentee Ballots
 
Absentee ballots for the November 7, 2017, Bloom-
ing Prairie ISD #756 election will be available 
through November 6 at the District Office in the 
High School.  You must first complete an application 
in writing.  If done in person, you can also obtain 
your ballot and vote at the same time.  
If you are applying by mail, an application will be 
mailed to you; upon receipt of the application an 
official ballot will be mailed to you.  
If you have questions, please call Nancy Clark at 
507-583-4426.

9/26, 10/17
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3-WEEK SPECIAL: $32
BUY TWO WEEKS, GET THE THIRD FREE
UP TO 20 WORDS; 10¢ FOR EACH WORD AFTER

REACH OVER 17,000 IN 
OVER 12 COMMUNITIES

Classifieds
FOR SALE REAL ESTATE AUTO

To place an ad: Call: 507-583-4431, E-mail: bptimes@frontiernet.net, Mail: P.O. Box 247, Blooming Prairie, MN 55917
                                     Week of September 24, 2017             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

500+ GUNS AT AUCTION 
Saturday, October 7, 9AM, Prairie du 
Chien, WI. Hunting Guns, Military & 
Antique. Bid Online @ kramersales.com

MOTORCYCLES WANTED 
1960S-1970S, 2 & 4 strokes, running & 
not-running. CA$H to you: 612/720-2142

A PLACE FOR MOM 
The nation’s largest senior living re-
ferral service. Contact our trusted, 
local experts today! Our service is 
free/no obligation. Call 844/347-2104

STOP OVERPAYING 
FOR YOUR PRESCRIPTIONS! 

Save! Call our licensed Canadian & Inter-
national pharmacy, compare prices & get 
$25.00 OFF your fi rst prescription! Call 
877/210-2257 Promo Code: CDC201725

DISH TV 
190 channels. $49.99/mo. for 24 
mos. Ask about exclusive Dish fea-
tures like Sling® and the Hopper®. 
Plus, high-speed internet, $14.95/mo. 
(Availability and restrictions apply) 
TV for less, not less TV 855/562-4309 

GOT KNEE PAIN? 
Back Pain? Shoulder Pain? Get a 
pain-relieving brace - little or no 
cost to you. Medicare patients call 
health hotline now! 800/755-6807

DONATE YOUR CAR 
truck or boat to Heritage For The 
Blind. Free 3-day vacation, tax 
deductible, free towing, all paper-
work taken care of 800/439-1735

MISCELLANEOUS

WANTED TO BUY

AUCTIONS MISCELLANEOUS

SAVE MONEY!
Call your local newspaper 

or MNA 800-279-2979
to fi nd out how you can save 

money by placing your 
advertisement here!

Expressions
Hair Studio & Tanning

211 W. Main St.  Kasson
507-634-4004

Part-time positions available 
    Receptionist
    Stylist
    Nail Technician 
    Booth Renters

u
u
u
u

u

Serious inquiries only.
Call 507-251-1196 to set up an appointment

Come Join 
our Styling team!

CDL driver over the road dryer van. 
Driver benefits included. Paid holidays, 
vacation pay, and 401K health plan.

Krueger Trucking
Austin, MN
1-800-634-3317

Must be able to work weekends.  
No Sunday  or Monday hours.

Pick up application at 
Safeway Insurance Agency. 

34 W Lane Main St. • Dodge Center

Part-time bartender wanted
Dodge Center American Legion

WANTED
FARM LAND to cash rent in 
or near Canisteo Township. 
Call Wayne Larsen at 507-
202-3411.  38nc,39-40c,41nc

STUDENT EMPLOYMENT
Caleb’s Pet Sitting, Cats & 
Dogs, please call me at 507- 
634 -7907.  33tfc

DRIVER 
WANTED

Warehouse Plus, Inc. has openings for a Class A CDL Truck Driver to 
join our livestock hauling team. Clean driving record preferred and 
current medical card is a must. Monday-Friday with some required 
Saturdays in the Claremont, MN surrounding area. Home daily.

Experience a plus but will train the right person.  
Paid Holidays and Vacation pay. 

Contact Levi @ 507-251-8130 for an application and interview.

Warehouse Plus, Inc.
20981 County Highway 24 • West Concord, MN 55985

1x3
3.15.16

Cargill is Hiring 
Multiple Positions 
for 1st & 2nd Shift

at the  
Albert Lea Facility

Go To:
www.cargill.com/albertlea

to apply

Cargill is an Equal 
Opportunity 
Employer,  
including Disability/Vet
with a Drug Free 
Workplace

Cargill is Hiring Multiple Positions 
for 1st & 2nd Shift at their  

Albert Lea Facility
GO TO:

www.cargill.com/albertlea 
TO APPLY

Cargill is an Equal Opportunity Employer,  
including Disability/Vet with a Drug Free Workplace

SKJEVELAND ENTERPRISES
Sanitation & Recycling Services

Pride in service since 2007

Full time driver needed immediately 
for local Sanitation Company.

■ Must possess a valid A or B CDL. 
■ Job responsibilities would include collection of 
■ residential and/or commercial garbage 
■ and/or recycling and transporting to 
■ designated site. 
■ Sanitation experience helpful but 
■ not required. 
■ Ability to lift 50-75 pounds and have a good 
■ driving record. 
■ Responsibilities include reading route sheet, 
■ follow map and service each customer as 
■ identified on the route sheet or as assigned. 
■ Excellent time management skills 
■ along with customer service skills 
■ are a must. 
■ Basic knowledge of truck 
■ upkeep a plus. 
Contact 507-528-9900 
for more information.

skjevelandenterprises@msn.com

QUALITY TECH
RDM of Minnesota, an ISO-certified 

company in Dodge Center, MN, is seeking a 
full-time Quality Tech with flexible hours.

Applicants must be able to:
Determine from blueprints and specifications to include GD&T; 
the dimensions, finishes, processes and methods of inspec-
tion; precision instruments (i.e. CMM, calipers, micrometers), 
gauges, tools, and set-up required for checking surfaces and 
variations.

Uses quality tools (and others) to troubleshoot, identify and 
analyze problems to the true root-cause level, and work with 
the appropriate teams to implement solutions and ensure the 
identified root – because problems are resolved.

Determines disposition of finished product by collecting, clas-
sifying, analyzing and interpreting production and quality data; 
judging product acceptability in comparison to defined spec-
ifications.

Experience with CMM programming and FARO Arm Edge with 
Laser scanning preferred.

Compensation package available to 
attract and retain outstanding talent.

Qualified candidates may 
send their resumes to: 

receptionist@rdmofmn.com

•

•

•

•

NETWORK Technician:  
KMTelecom, an Independent Telecommunica-
tions company located in Kasson, MN is seeking 
a full-time, experienced Broadband/Telephone 
technician.

Primary position responsibilities include the instal-
lation and maintenance of Customer Telephone, 
Broadband, Television and PBX services.  Other 
responsibilities include locating, splicing and trou-
bleshooting fiber and cable facilities.  
■Qualifications include experience/degree in both 
■voice and data networking applications.  
■The individual must be a self-starter, motivated 
■and possess strong technical and 
■communication skills.
■We offer competitive wages and an excellent 
■benefit program.

PLEASE SEND RESUME TO 
hr@kmtel.com or to 

KMTelecom ATTN: Human Resources 
18 2nd Ave. NW 

Kasson, MN 55944.

FOR SALE

If you or a loved one have 
taken Xarelto and suffered 
any serious side effects, call 
507-573-4430 to speak with 
a lawyer. You may be entitled 
to compensation.  tfc
GRAB AND GO BOKAYS for 
$9.99. Free Delivery, in town, 
Owatonna. Call for delivery 
507-451-7673. cedarfloralde-
signstudio.com email: cedar-
floral.com The right arrange-
ment for all occasions.  1tfc

FOR RENT

Apartments for rent, 1, 2 & 
3 BR, gas & elec. Included. 
507-273-7386.  50-1p, 2tfc
Hayfield, 1 BR apt, laundry 
on-site, off street parking, 
heat included, must be 62+ 
or handicapped/disabled, 
rent based on income, Equal 
Housing Opportunity, Call 
507-477-2316  42tfc 
Blood Clot patients, if you 
have experienced an filter, 
call 507-201-8964 to speak 
with a lawyer. You may be 
entitled to compensation. 
  tfc
KASSON, 1 BR apt, laundry 
on-site, off street parking, 
heat included, must be 62+ 
or handicapped/disabled, 
rent based on income, equal 
housing opportunity, call 507-
634-4188.  42tfc
BLOOMING PRAIRIE 1 bd 
second floor smoke free apts 
for 62+ or disabled persons. 
Rent based on income & 
ALL utilities included! 507-
451-8524 www.lifestyleinc.
net tdd 507-451-0704. 
Equal housing opportunity.  
 41-42c,43nc; 44nc 
AFFORDABLE RENTALS! 1 
bd in Kasson & 2 bd in Man-
torville. Family & senior rent-
als. Month to month leases & 
deposit payment plans. 507-
398-6027 or 507-451-8524 
www.lifestyleinc.net tdd 507-

SERVICES
HAMM’S WELDING - All types, 
aluminum, stainless steel, cast 
iron, fabrication work and re-
pairs. HAMM’S WELDING, 
528-2524, rural Claremont.  9tfc

451-0704 Equal Housing Op-
portunity.  41-42c, 43nc, 44c

GARAGE SALE
314 1st St NE, Kasson. Fri-
day-Saturday. Reasonable 
offers accepted. Variety of 
collectibles: horses, wagons, 
Eagles & John Deere, squir-
rel proof bird feeders, tools, 
mirrors, furniture, antiques, 
and lots of miscellaneous 
items!  41p
Riverside Park, Mantorville. 
Every Tuesday  11 am - 5 
pm May-October Farmers’ 
& Artisans’ Market: Artists, 
crafters, Watkins products, 
baked goods, flea market 
& farmers’ market vendors, 
non-profit fundraising groups 
welcome, $5/wk. vendor fee, 
507-635-5554, www.mantor-
villetourism.com
First Presbyterian Church, 
Kasson. 101 6th Ave NW. 
Sat. 8am-Noon. Rummage 
Sale: clothes, shoes, bags 
stroller, household items, 
golf club, books, toys, some-
thing for everyone.  41p
At McClamroch’s- in the barn. 
64961 230th Ave., Kasson. 
(1 mi. west and 1mi. south) 
watch for signs. Fri. & Sat. 
8am-6pm.  MULTI-FAMILY 
GARAGE SALE Mac com-
puter accessories, iPhone 
6 cases, name brand girls 
clothes size 5-6 thru, junior, 
misses & name brand wom-
en’s plus sizes. Men up to 
3X, toys, Polly Pockets, Winx 
dolls, purses, glassware, 
kitchen items, books, home 
decor, board games, puz-
zles, Norge 50’s gas stove 
for decor, some items from 
estate sale including Christ-
mas decor, coffee table, re-
cliner, antique dressing table 
w/ mirrors and much more.  
 41p
711 4th Ave NW. 8am-4pm. 
HUGE INEXPENSIVE SALE 
across from KM Nursery 
Group. Tons of puzzles, bird-

cage, and ALL CLOTHES 
$0.50. We have $0.25, $0.50 
& $1.00, tables and $0.10 
items for kids. 41p
500 4th St SE Dodge Cen-
ter. Thurs 4-7, Fri 9-6, & Sat 
9-12. Furniture, clothing, de-
cor, chicken supplies, lots of 
misc.  41p
Eyota American Legion. Sat. 
9am-2pm. Shop with multiple 
businesses offering items for 
you, your home & gift giving. 
The Ladies Auxiliary will be 
serving luncheon from 11am-
1pm. LOTS OF FUN~LOTS 
OF SHOPPING and DOOR 
PRIZES! FREE ADMISSION. 
 41sct
Estate & Garage Sale! Fri. 
8-6, Sat. 8-3. 107 1st Ave. 
Circle SW, Dodge Center. Ev-
erything must go! Furniture, 
tools, household. No checks 
or credit cards. 41c

Dodge County Printing, wed-
ding invitations, bumper stick-
ers, graduation invitations, 
pens, can holders, letter heads, 
envelopes, business cards, car-
bon-less forms, computer sta-
tionery. Ask about other items 
available, 507-634-2661.  33tfp
Have you taken lnvokana and 
suffered any serious side ef-
fects? Call 507-573-4551 to 
speak with a lawyer. You may 
be entitled to compensation.  
 tfc



The Homecoming King and Queen candidates for Owatonna High School have been selected. They include back row (left to right) Bryce Knutson, Nicholas Hagen, Benjamin 
Stelter, Noah Budach and Peyton Robb; top row (left to right) Sydney Schultz, Jasmine Stechmann, Margo Achterkirch, Rilee Schmidt and Jamie Davidson.
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OPEN 
24 HOURS

495 West N. Street, Owatonna
507-451-7220 • www.cashwise.com

507.451.3846

A great place for 
youth banquets, 
fundraisers & parties!

Better Water for Your Home
S a l e s  •  S e r v i c e  •  R e n t a l s

800 - 722 - 1282 |  www.gar l ickswater.com

www.kappysauto.com
kappysauto@gmail.com

Charlie Kaplan
507-451-8989

Proud of our
Huskies!

Moving Kids Forward

Owatonna Bus Company

(507) 444-9335
1805 S Elm Ave, Owatonna

Monday - Friday 11AM–1AM 
Saturday 8AM–1AM • Sunday 8AM–Midnight

Tavern 
& Grille

Go Huskies
Owatonna Homecoming

4-6 p.m.
Pre-Game Picnic 
$3 Brat or hotdog, chips and soda
Proceeds go to Owatonna Quarterback Club.

7 p.m. 
Homecoming Football Game
Owatonna Football Stadium

Best wishes to the Huskies football team at this 
year’s Homecoming match-up against Mankato East!

Friday, Sept. 29 

T h i s  m e s s a g e  s p o n s o r e d  b y  t h e s e  O w a t o n n a  c o m m u n i t y  b o o s t e r s :
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Blooming on the Prairie
for a century and a half! Proud sponsor of

BP’s 150th year!

Albert Lea • Austin • Faribault • Mankato 
Owatonna • Rochester • Northfield 507-WE-CLEAN  507-932-5326
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Brian Stendel, 
Your Owatonna, MN 
 Real Estate Agent

Email: brianstendel@gmail.com 
Cell: 507-390-5731

135 West Main Street, 
Owatonna, MN 55060

A  B P  a n c h o r  s i n c e  1 9 9 7

314 E Main St, Blooming Prairie 507-583-7528

OWATONNA   Hours: M. - Th. 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. • Fri. 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. • Sat. 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.

People you know! Cars you’ll like! Prices you’ll LOVE!
1150 Hoffman Drive • Owatonna • 507-446-9218

www.cartimeofowatonna.com

People you know! Cars you’ll like! Prices you’ll LOVE!
1150 Hoffman Drive, Owatonna • 507-446-9218 Service Center • 507-774-9533

w w w . c a r t i m e o f o w a t o n n a . c o m
OWATONNA   Hours: M. - Th. 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. • Fri. 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. • Sat. 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.

People you know! Cars you’ll like! Prices you’ll LOVE!
1150 Hoffman Drive • Owatonna • 507-446-9218

www.cartimeofowatonna.com
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Sponsored by these following area businesses:

Blooming Prairie 
Bus Company

    

  “Safety First!
 Be on Time!”237 Hwy Ave. S • Blooming Prairie 583-6671

656 3rd St. NE • Blooming Prairie, MN
Robert Salinas

Family-Owned
507-583-6620

132 2nd Ave NE • Blooming Prairie
507.583.6613 h FREE CONSULTATION

Dr. Deborah Lien
 DDS, MBS

Building 

Healthy
Smiles!

ORTHODONTIC SPECIALIST Mike’s
Ag & Truck Tire
REPAIR

870 32 Ave. NW, Owatonna
Emergency or on the farm repair

507-455-0388
(After hours 507-455-0483)

Sorenson’sSorenson’s 
Appliances & TV

Geneva, Mn
507-256-7258

GE, Frigidaire, Direct Tv, Danby, Crosley, Broan, 
Jenn-Air, KitchenAid, Maytag, Panasonic, RCA, 

Samsung, Toshiba, Whirlpool495 West N. ST.
Owatonna

507-451-7220

LARGE SELECTIONS
LOW PRICES

CREAMERY
TRY HOPE 

BUTTER FOR 
YOUR BAKING!
507-684-2019

Hope

Darrick Schewe
Owner

507-583-9994
Located in NAPA Auto Parts Building

You Are Looking at 
a Revolution In...

 Water Conditioners

Sales • Service • Rentals • Leasing

Garlick’s Water Conditioning
507-526-3616 or Toll Free 1-800-722-1282

www.garlickswater.com

Call today!
Authorized Independent Kinetico Dealer

Minimizer.com • 800-248-3855 • Blooming Prairie

800-248-3855
www.minimizer.com

Blooming Prairie

507-684-2100 
12880 SW 72nd Ave, Ellendale

Your ad could 
be here!

322 East Main St.
Blooming Prairie

507-583-2276

FLOOR 
TECH

Putting Farm 
Safety into 
Practice

Working to keep farm families, 
workers and everyone 

Some farm safety tips to keep in mind this harvest season:

• �Educate yourself about farm equipment. Read and follow all 
instructions in the equipment’s operation manual.

• Inspect your equipment regularly to prevent farm-related injuries.
• �Do not wear loose clothing while entering confined spaces such 

as grain bins, silos and hoppers.
• Install Rollover Protection Structures on tractors.
• Use seat belts while operating all farm equipment.
• Be very cautious on rural roadways.
• Use protective gear when operating machinery.
• Be familiar with hazardous materials.
• Educate family and co-workers about safety practices.
• Look into receiving proper first aid and emergency training.

SAFE and HEALTHY

We wish all farmers a safe and 
prosperous harvest season!
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Open Monday & Thursday till 8 p.m.
Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday till 5 p.m.
Saturday till 3 p.m.

507-256-7258

101 North Central Ave • Geneva, MN

www.sorensonsappliance.com

Mary
Kittleson

NFDA Certified
Pre-Planning
Consultant

• Personalized Pre-Arrangement
• PreFunding 
• Purple Cross Plans
• Continuing Care
• Grief Support Resources

418 Hwy Ave. S. • Blooming Prairie, MN
 (507) 583-7561

Blooming Prairie
Public Utilities

(507) 583-6683
Blooming Prairie, MN

1180 Frontage Rd. E, 
Owatonna, MN

507-455-9551 
OwatonnaGranite.com

Visit all of  these advertisers from their ads on our website: www.steeledodgenews.com

Foreclosure

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION OF 
THE DEBT AND IDENTITY OF THE 
ORIGINAL CREDITOR WITHIN 
THE TIME PROVIDED BY LAW IS 
NOT AFFECTED BY THIS ACTION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN:  
That default has occurred in the 
conditions of the following described 
mortgage:
DATE OF MORTGAGE: May 22, 
2012
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL AMOUNT 
OF MORTGAGE: $238,555.00
MORTGAGOR(S): Phillip E. Daley 
and Carol S. Daley, husband and 
wife
MORTGAGEE: Wells Fargo Bank, 
N.A.
DATE AND PLACE OF FILING: 
Recorded on May 30, 2012 as 
Document Number A000384891 in 
the Office of the County Recorder of 
Steele County, Minnesota.
ASSIGNMENTS OF MORTGAGE: 
Assigned to: None.
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF 
PROPERTY: Lot 1, Block 1, South 
Prairie Park Addition, Steele County, 
Minnesota.
STREET ADDRESS OF 
PROPERTY: 1915 LEMOND 
PLACE, OWATONNA, MN 55060
COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY 
IS LOCATED: Steele County, 
Minnesota.
THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO BE 
DUE ON THE MORTGAGE ON 
THE DATE OF THE NOTICE: 
$198,769.80
TRANSACTION AGENT: None
NAME OF MORTGAGE 
ORIGINATOR: Wells Fargo Bank, 
N.A.
RESIDENTIAL SERVICER: Wells 
Fargo Bank, N.A.
TAX PARCEL IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER: 17-516-0101
TRANSACTION AGENT'S 
MORTGAGE IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER: None
THAT no action or proceeding has 
been instituted at law to recover the 
debt then remaining secured by such 
mortgage, or any part thereof, or, if 
the action or proceeding has been 
instituted, that the same has been 
discontinued, or that an execution 
upon the judgment rendered therein 
has been returned unsatisfied, in 
whole or in part.
PURSUANT, to the power of sale 
contained in said mortgage, the 
above described property will be 

sold by the Sheriff of said county as 
follows:
DATE AND TIME OF SALE: 
November 14, 2017 at 10:00 AM.
PLACE OF SALE: Steele County 
Sheriff’s Office, Law Enforcement 
Center, 204 Pearl Street East, 
Owatonna, Minnesota. To pay the 
debt then secured by said mortgage 
and taxes, if any actually paid by the 
mortgagee, on the premises and the 
costs and disbursements allowed 
by law.  The time allowed by law for 
redemption by said mortgagor(s), 
their personal representatives or 
assigns is six (6) months from the 
date of sale.
TIME AND DATE TO VACATE 
PROPERTY: Unless said mortgage 
is reinstated or the property 
redeemed, or unless the time for 
redemption is reduced by judicial 
order, you must vacate the premises 
by 11:59 p.m. on May 14, 2018.

THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY 
THE MORTGAGOR, THE 
MORTGAGOR’S PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES OR ASSIGNS, 
MAY BE REDUCED TO FIVE 
WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS 
ENTERED UNDER MINNESOTA 
STATUTES, SECTION 582.032, 
DETERMINING, AMONG OTHER 
THINGS, THAT THE MORTGAGED 
PREMISES ARE IMPROVED 
WITH A RESIDENTIAL DWELLING 
OF LESS THAN FIVE UNITS, 
ARE NOT PROPERTY USED IN 
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION, 
AND ARE ABANDONED.

MORTGAGOR(S) RELEASED 
FROM FINANCIAL OBLIGATION 

ON MORTGAGE: None

Dated: September 21, 2017

WELLS FARGO BANK, 
N.A. Mortgagee

THE ACADEMY LAW GROUP, P.A.

By:  /s/

Rebecca F. Schiller, Esq.
N. Kibongni Fondungallah, Esq.

Samuel R. Coleman, Esq.
*Corbin C. Smith, Esq.*

Attorneys for Mortgagee
The Academy Professional Building

25 Dale Street North
St. Paul, MN 55102

(651) 209-9760
(17-1014-FC01)

THIS IS A COMMUNICATION 
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR.

9/26, 10/3, 10/10
 10/17, 10/24, 10/31

CLUES ACROSS
   1. Elephant’s name
  6. Support
 10. Mures River city
 14. Bastard wing
 15. One was named Desire
 17. PGA Tournament prize
 19. A way to leave unchanged
 20. Unchangeable computer 

memory
 21. Harangues
 22. 6th Hebrew letter
 23. Well informed
 24. Turfs
 26. In a way, obeyed
 29. Lawyers group
 31. Increases motor speed
 32. Political action committee
 34. Light pokes
 35. Struck down
 37. Central Philippine Island
 38. Japanese sash
 39. Afresh
 40. Bluish green
 41. Inspire with love
 43. Without (French)
 45. Counterbalance container 

to obtain net weight
 46. Express pleasure
 47. Cheap wine (Br.)

 49. Signing
 50. ___ compilation, compiling 

computer language
 53. Have surgery
 57. Being trompe-l’oeil
 58. Extremely mad
 59. Day
 60. Small coin (French)
 61. Snatched

 CLUES DOWN
   1. Cry
  2. Wings
  3. Baseball play
  4. Flower petals
  5. Drive against
  6. Velikaya River city
  7. A single unit in a collection
  8. Stray
  9. Bring back
 10. Repented
 11. Receipt (abbr.)
 12. Expresses pleasure
 13. Not wet
 16. In a way, takes off
 18. Macaws genus
 22. “Fast Five” star’s initials
 23. Sharpen a knife
 24. Oral polio vaccine devel-

oper

 25. Former CIA
 27. Fencing swords
 28. Aba ____ Honeymoon
 29. Bustle
 30. Minor
 31. Propel a boat
 33. Passage with access only at 

one end
 35. Underwater airways

 36. Small, slight
 37. Box (abbr.)
 39. __ Blake, actress
 42. Repents
 43. Merchandising
 44. Exclamation of surprise
 46. With fireplace residue
 47. A small lake
 48. Bait
 49. Tip of Aleutian Islands
 50. K____: watercraft (alt. sp.)
 51. Norse variant of “often”
 52. Adolescent
 53. Visual metaphor (Comput-

ers)
 54. River in Spanish
 55. Cowboy Carson
 56. Powerful gun lobby

WEEKLY CROSSWORD - 
ANSWERS ON PG. 

Let’s  get you movin!
Jennifer Walsh

507-438-6676
email: jenwalsh@kw.com

web: jenwalsh.kw.com

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspaper). 
At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to each 
newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. Please 
do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

2x2, 2x4 & 2x8 ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 9/24/2017 South

Get An Extra $15 Off & Free Shipping 
On Your 1st Order!
Call the number below and save an additional $15 plus get free shipping on 
your fi rst prescription order with Canada Drug Center. Expires December 
31, 2017. Offer is valid for prescription orders only and can not be used in 

conjunction with any other offers. Valid for new customers only. One time use per household. Use 
code 15FREE to receive this special offer.

Are You Still 
Paying Too Much For 
Your Medications?
You can save up to 97% when you fi ll 
your prescriptions with our Canadian 
and International prescription service.

Please note that we do not carry controlled substances and a valid prescription is required for all prescription medication orders.

Use of these services is subject to the Terms of Use and accompanying policies at www.canadadrugcenter.com.

Get an extra 

$15 off
plus 

FREE SHIPPING

Call Now: 877-210-2257 

Call Toll-free: 877-210-2257

ViagraTM    $2565.71
Typical US Brand Price for  100mg x 40

vs Sildenafi l*      
$146.00

Generic Price for 100mg x 40

Rosuvastatin* 
$148

Our Price

Generic equivalent of CrestorTM

Generic price for for 40mg x 100

CrestorTM 
$914.18

Their Price

Typical US Brand Price
 for 40mg x 100

Uneven 
concrete?

Free Estimates! Call Today.
1-800-795-1204

Don’t replace it, 
Raise it.
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The championship ring tour 
highlighted 33 Super Bowl rings 
that have been created by Min-
nesota-based Jostens, which has 
facilities in Owatonna, among 
others. Fans got to admire the 
rings in large show cases, along 
with a recap of the winning team 
and scores of the games. 

Katie Zipse of Blooming Prai-
rie, who has worked in the war-
ranty department at Jostens for 
15 years, brought her children to 
see the ring display. Zipse found 
herself in awe of the rings. “It’s 
the artwork that goes into the 
rings,” she said. “Each ring tells 
a story and the stories are all dif-
ferent. It’s amazing,” she added.

Zipse’s favorite ring was the 
2017 one featuring the world 
champion New England Patri-
ots. Crafted in 10-karat white gold, the ring has 
a carat weight of 5.1 and features a stone count of 
more than 280 diamonds, including five marquise-
cut diamonds representing the franchise’s five 
Vince Lombardi trophies. It is the largest Super 
Bowl ring ever created.

“You can’t beat that one,” Zipse said. “It’s aw-
fully pretty.”

Travis Litke of Owatonna enjoyed bringing his 
family to the ring display. “I think this is awe-
some,” he said as he looked at various ring dis-
plays. “I was pretty stoked in coming here,” he 
added.

Though Litke works at Jostens, he doesn’t have 
anything to do directly with the rings. But that 
doesn’t matter to him.

“It’s neat that small town Minnesota can have 
such a big company, but with 
a small town feel,” Litke said. 
“I’m proud to work there and 
to be a part of people’s happiest 
times in their life.”

Litke’s only complaint was 
that he wasn’t able to look at a 
Minnesota Vikings ring. The Vi-
kings have never won the Super 
Bowl. “Maybe we’ll get lucky 
once,” he said. 

There are 485 Jostens em-
ployees working at three loca-
tions in Owatonna, according to 
Jennie Favro, human resources 
manager. She helped coordinate 
the special showing of the rings 
for workers on Sept. 19.  This 
year is Jostens’ 120th anniver-
sary of being a trusted partner in 
the academic and achievement 
channel. 

Favro said the tooling for the 
rings is done at Jostens’ plant in 
Eagan. The rings are actually 
made in Denton, Texas as well 
as Montreal. She noted some of 
the front-end work is done in 

Owatonna to help get everything set up for manu-
facturing.

It takes about four months to design and manu-
facture the rings, Favre said. “Every ring here has 
a story to tell that’s important to that team,” she 
said. 

As for the value of the rings, Favre said, “We 
can’t put a price on it. They’re priceless to the 
players.”

She noted it’s up to each individual team as to 
how many rings it wants manufactured. She said 
some teams expand out to cover family members 
and office staff. “We will make rings for whoever 
they want to give them to,” Favre said. 

“We just have great pride to share the crafts-
manship that our employees have,” Favre said. 
“Jostens likes to think of itself as a storyteller of 
champions.”
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Estate Auction
Saturday, September 30 • 10 am

Dodge County Fairgrounds, Kasson, Minnesota
In order to settle the estate of Rickie (Turk) Iverson, the following items will 
be sold at public auction located in the Commercial building at the Dodge County 
Fairgrounds in Kasson on Saturday, September 30. Auction will start at 10:00 AM, 
with inspection starting at 8:00 AM.

Turk was a well known local collector. 
THIS WILL BE AN AUCTION TO REMEMBER.

Items on the auction 
include: large glass dis-
play cabinet, 10 foot glass 
display case with curved 
sides, dining room table, 
leaves & 5 chairs, upright 
Victrola floor model record 
player, trunks, Murphy 
bed, numerous dressers, 
small desks, old wood-

en chicken incubator, oak 
coat rack, sword collection, 
cane collection, huge lot of 
brass vases, candlesticks, 
brass pelican, bells.

 Kasson souvenirs & old 
postcards, numerous old 
pictures, skeleton keys, 
padlocks, letter opener col-
lection, clown collection, 

numerous lamps, DeLa-
val & Rockford Watches 
tip trays, pipe collection, 
banks, door stops, book 
ends, postcards, Valen-
tines, mantle clocks.

Large Oriental vases, Ba-
kelite French Briar pipe & 
case, cigarette lighter col-
lection, razors, glass candy 
containers, ashtrays, em-
bossed metal mirror/coat 
rack w/battleship Olympia, 
advertising items, 1894 lap 
writing desk, framed con-
dolence letter from 1864, 
(possible Lincoln signa-
ture?), dishes, glassware, 
old advertising tins, glass 
butter chums, primitives, 
beer opener collection, 
Masonic bookends, Avon, 
pheasant mount, metal 
windup toys.

Many, many more items 
too numerous to list. 

Plan now to attend! 
Be sure to look at the 100+ pictures in the photo gallery at 

www.kuhlmanauction.com

HOURS:
Every Thursday 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

1st and 3rd Saturdays 9 am. - noon 

 Last Day of the 2017 Season is Sept. 29

Free to Steele County residential households 
Steele County residents can also drop off paint products 

year-round at Sherwin-Williams, 
125 Oakdale St., Owatonna, 451-1304

Located at the Steele County Landfill off Hwy. 218 
9420 64th Avenue SE • Blooming Prairie • 583-7766

STEELE COUNTY HOUSEHOLD 
HAZARDOUS WASTE FACILITY

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspaper). 
At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to each 
newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. Please 
do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

2x2, 2x4 & 2x8 ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 9/24/2017 South

Get An Extra $15 Off & Free Shipping 
On Your 1st Order!
Call the number below and save an additional $15 plus get free shipping on 
your fi rst prescription order with Canada Drug Center. Expires December 
31, 2017. Offer is valid for prescription orders only and can not be used in 

conjunction with any other offers. Valid for new customers only. One time use per household. Use 
code 15FREE to receive this special offer.

Are You Still 
Paying Too Much For 
Your Medications?
You can save up to 97% when you fi ll 
your prescriptions with our Canadian 
and International prescription service.

Please note that we do not carry controlled substances and a valid prescription is required for all prescription medication orders.

Use of these services is subject to the Terms of Use and accompanying policies at www.canadadrugcenter.com.

Get an extra 

$15 off
plus 

FREE SHIPPING

Call Now: 877-210-2257 

Call Toll-free: 877-210-2257

ViagraTM    $2565.71
Typical US Brand Price for  100mg x 40

vs Sildenafi l*      
$146.00

Generic Price for 100mg x 40

Rosuvastatin* 
$148

Our Price

Generic equivalent of CrestorTM

Generic price for for 40mg x 100

CrestorTM 
$914.18

Their Price

Typical US Brand Price
 for 40mg x 100

Uneven 
concrete?

Free Estimates! Call Today.
1-800-795-1204

Don’t replace it, 
Raise it.
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Blooming 
Prairie 

Servicemen’s Club

“Your Meeting & 
Banquet Facility.”

583-7884

495 West N. Street, Owatonna
507-451-7220 www.cashwise.com

CashWiseDelivers.com

12880 SW 72nd Ave.
Ellendale

5 0 7 - 6 8 4 - 2 1 0 0
w w w . m i s g e n . c o m

656 3rd St. NE • Blooming Prairie, MN

Robert Salinas
Family-Owned
583-6620

203 S. Oak Ave. 
Owatonna 

507-451-4866

Owatonna
121 W. Broadway St.

507-451-0193

Mike Bishman

Underage drinking is a 
BIG DEAL… don’t do it!
During this upcoming homecoming 
season and the rest of the school 
year, it’s not cool to take part in 
underage drinking. It could ruin your 
life, or worse yet someone else’s life!
This message sponsored by these community 
boosters advocating for safe teens:

SUPERBOWL RING: from page 1A
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®

MINIMIZER 
EXPANDS 
PRODUCT OFFERING

“We haven’t even started yet.”
                                                -Craig Kruckeberg, CEO

3 NEW PRODUCTS
   IN THE TRUCK
LONG HAUL SERIES

TRUCK
MATTRESS
•TWO SIDED FOR DIFFERENT COMFORT PREFERENCE

•DURABLE AND RESILIENT

•INSTANTLY REACTIVE

INSERT-STYLE 
SLICK PLATE

ON THE TRUCK

• CONSTRUCTED  OF  ULTRA-HIGH  MOLECULAR     
    WEIGHT  POLYETHYLENE

• ONLY  AFTERMARKET  SOLUTION  FOR  
    OEM  TEFLON  PAD  REPLACEMENT

   ON THE TRUCK
FAST FLAP 
MOUNTING 
BRACKET
•CONSTRUCTED  OF  POWDER  COATED  
   CARBON  STEEL

•DESIGNED  SPECIFICALLY  FOR  USE  
   WITH  THE  MINIMIZER  FAST  FLAP
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