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STEELE COUNTY TIMES 
SPORTS PREVIEW

A look at area 
high school 
baseball, softball, 
track& field, golf, 
lacrosse & tennis. 

BY HOWARD LESTRUD
STAFF WRITER

A symbol of Blooming Prairie 
history, the iconic old-style water 
tower, may be retired in the near 
future but thoughts are to keep the 
vintage tower as a historic landmark.

The tower is located in the 
middle of the city on a corner of the 
Blooming Prairie Central Park.

Jerry Mausbach, manager of 
Blooming Prairie Utilities, said 
the BP Utilities Commission is 
investigating federal and state grant 
opportunities to upgrade the current 
tower or to build a new tower.

If a new tower is built, the old one 
could be retired, designated as a 

historic landmark or taken down.
Mayor H. Peterson is a strong 

advocate of keeping the current 
water tower as a historic landmark, 
following the example set by the city 
of Osseo and others. “We definitely 
need a tower with more capacity, but 
I would like to see the old water tower 
kept as a historic site,” said Peterson.

Stephanie Lawson of the Blooming 
Prairie Economic Development 
Authority has been checking into 
the procedure of registering the 
Blooming Prairie with the National 
Register of Historic Places.

BY RICK BUSSLER
PUBLISHER

The suspect in the David Riess murder 
investigation continues to elude police even 
after she may have been spotted in Florida 
over the past week.

The Times has learned Lois Riess, 56, of 
Blooming Prairie, had been seen in Florida 
with her vehicle, though no law enforcement 
agency, including the Dodge County Sheriff’s 

Office, has confirmed the sighting. 
When asked Wednesday about the sighting, 

Sheriff Scott Rose said, “At this time, any 
information regarding this case that can be 
released will be done on our Facebook and 
Twitter account. We have no new information 
to share at this time.”

No new developments have been posted 
on the sheriff’s Facebook page regarding the 
murder investigation since March 30.  

Police continue to look for Lois Riess in 
the shooting death of her husband, David 

Riess, at their rural Blooming Prairie home. 
Officers discovered David’s body after a friend 
requested a welfare check March 23. Sheriff 
Rose said David died of multiple gunshot 
wounds likely on March 21.

A theft warrant has been issued for 
Lois Riess after authorities discovered she 
allegedly transferred nearly $10,000 from her 
husband’s 
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AREA DEATHSINSIDE

BY CHRIS BALDWIN
STAFF WRITER

A statewide program established five 
years ago is organizing and connecting 
service providers within communities 
in order to enhance veteran care and 
assistance.

Last Thursday, Project Got Your Back 
held an informative meeting in Owatonna 
with several organizations from the 
community aimed at veteran service. Chief 
among those was Beyond the Yellow Ribbon. 

Beyond the Yellow Ribbon is a Minnesota 
program which aims to synchronize 
community, county, and company resources 
in support of veterans, service members, 
and military families. The Owatonna 
network was proclaimed by Governor Mark 
Dayton in 2011.

Sarah Frazier, the Owatonna network’s 
chair, describes the program as basically an 
organization created to connect community 
volunteers with service members, veterans, 
and their families. According to Frazier, 
they’ve helped both veterans and current 
service members. “We are there for them 
before, during, and after deployment,” she 
said.

Under the program, Frazier and her 
fellow volunteers have helped military 
families with things such as car repair and 
yard work, and have built stairs and ramps 
for veterans. They also provide referrals to 
other services within the community.

“We’re working on expanding,” Frazier 
says. The Owatonna Network currently 
serves all of Steele County, but Frazier hopes 
to be able to expand and become designated 
as the official Steele County provider.

Frazier has three brothers who served 
in the military, two in the Navy and one in 
the Army. She feels that it was seeing their 
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Saving a BP icon
Beyond the Yellow Ribbon helps 

military families, veterans

Murder suspect continues to elude police 
Unconfirmed sighting of Lois Riess in Florida

City officials ponder what to do with vintage water tower

Connecting 
communities

SEE COMMUNITIES, A6

314 E Main St, Blooming Prairie 507-583-7528

We understand small business 
because we are a small business

Staff photos by Horward Lestrud
Blooming Prairie Utilities Manager Jerry Mausbach stands in front 
of the iconic Blooming Prairie water tower constructed in 1925. 
The BP Public Utilities Commission and the city are exploring 
construction of a new water tower and saving the old tower as a 
historic landmark. 

Looking back into the 
history of Blooming Prairie, 
one landmark that is easily 
identified with the city is its 
iconic water tower built in 
1925. Will it be saved? Stay 
tuned!

SEE MURDER SUSPECT, A3

SEE BP ICON, A6

“We definitely need a tower with more capacity, but I would 
like to see the old water tower kept as a historic site.”

~ H. Peterson
Blooming Prairie Mayor

BY RICK BUSSLER
PUBLISHER

A complaint of an illegal truck wash on a 
farm in Dodge County has prompted a fine 
against the owner by the Minnesota Pollution 
Control Agency.

The MPCA leveled a $2,000 penalty 
against the David Gosch farm on 720th Street 
near Hayfield after an investigation of an 
unpermitted truck wash began last fall. The 

fine has been paid, and Gosch is allowed to 
operate the truck wash in the future as long as 
it meets all local and state requirements, said 
Cathy Rofshus of the MPCA. 

After the MPCA inspection, Gosch stopped 
using the truck wash and removed the illegal 
disposal system, according to Rofshus. “He has 
performed all corrective actions and paid a 
$2,000 penalty,” she said. 

Officials with the MPCA issued an 
administrative penalty order against Gosch 
for violations of Minnesota’s environmental 
requirements in December. Gosch was 

required to take action within 30 days of 
receiving the order dated Dec. 11, 2017. In 
the order, he was required to complete the 
corrective actions, document his completion of 
the corrective actions to the MPCA and pay the 
$2,000 fine. 

In its order, the MPCA outlined four 
violations against Gosch, including prohibition 
against discharge into unsaturated zone. No 
sewage, industrial waste or other pollutants 
are allowed to be discharged to an unsaturated 
zone or deposited in such place, manner or 
quantity that the effluent or residue therefrom, 

upon reaching the water table, may actually 
or potentially preclude or limit the use of the 
underground waters as a potable water supply, 
the MPCA says. 

The other three violations against Gosch 
involved permitting. 

The MPCA investigation found that Gosch 
did not have a proper permit required to 
discharge pollutants from a point 

MPCA fines Dodge County farm for truck wash violations

SEE MPCA FINES, A6

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Volunteers from the Owatonna Church of 
Christ assisted the Steele County Beyond the 
Yellow Ribbon organization in replacing a ramp 
that was in disrepair for a Steele County Air 
Force veteran.



To-the-Editor:

The imposition of Chinese tariffs on 
American pork products is a wake-up 
call for all industrial hog producers. 
Encouraged by large multinational 
corporations that they must “feed the 
world,” these contract farmers fell for 
the corporate line and thus became 
dependent upon the export market. 

Our family farm in southern 
Minnesota is surrounded by 11 swine 
factory farms, and soon a 12th, in a 
three-mile radius. The industrial model, 
known as vertical integration, has forced 
thousands of independent farmers off 
the land, while allowing large corporate 
interests to control production from the 
producer to the consumer. The profit 
lands on the corporate balance sheet and 
does not circulate in local communities. 
This is not farming. The top-down 
vertical integration model is responsible 
for hollowing out rural communities. 

We are all bound together by care, 
compassion and community and must 
work together to rebuild our rural 
communities from the ground up.

Sonja Trom Eayrs
Dodge County Concerned Citizens

In last week’s editorial, the Times quoted 
some figures about the cost of newsprint 
for newspapers. The figures indicating the 
price jump from $600 to $800 for every ton 
are for the Tampa Bay Times. The increase 
was inadvertently applied to the amount 
of newsprint used by the Post Bulletin, 
which prints the Steele County Times and 
other area newspapers. The figures used do 
not represent actual numbers for the Post 
Bulletin, though the increases will still be 
significant for all newspapers. The Times 
apologizes for any confusion this may have 
caused.

LETTERS POLICY
The opinions of our readers in the form of Letters to the Editor are a vital contribution to the healthy exchange of ideas on the Steele County Times opinion page. All letters must be signed 
by the writer/writers and include a telephone number for verification purposes. Letters are accepted through personal delivery, by mail or by email at bptimes@frontiernet.net.
Opinions expressed in letters to the editor do not necessarily represent the opinions of the Steele County Times and the editor reserves the right to edit letters when necessary. Please 
limit opinions to no longer than 350 words. The Steele County Times encourages readers to write letters to the editor as a means of communicating ideas and opinions with others, with a 
goal being to make the community better for all people.
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It didn’t last long. 
After only two months, a major grocery chain 

is back inserting its weekly specials into area 
newspapers and shopper publications. The chain had 
pulled the inserts at the beginning of the year. I am 
purposely leaving out the name of the chain because 
it really doesn’t matter. 

What does matter is that a lesson can be learned 
for all retailers and businesses who want to attract 
shoppers to their establishments. The power of 
print advertising is still the impetus to bringing in 
customers. 

The return of the insert is not only good news for 
our newspaper, but good for the grocer because local 
families look to our local publications for the weekly 
grocery specials.

It seems that a new marketing plan called for 
nixing the print inserts. During this short stint, the 
top management elected to utilize direct mail, TV 
commercials and social media. But it didn’t seem to 
catch on. 

From what we’ve been able to learn the grocer’s 
reasoning was the company could save money by 
controlling duplication of delivery where one paper 
overlaps another. There also likely was concern 
about what some think that newspaper readers are 
falling across the country. 

While the younger generation may rely 
on electronic media or social media for their 
information, it’s still important to note that the local 
newspaper still publishes the racing results at the 
area speedway and photographs of kids heading out 
to gather eggs in the local Easter Egg Hunt. 

Newspaper industry surveys are reporting the 
30-year-olds and older demographic is growing for 
community newspapers. 

The mantra over the past few years has been 
newspapers are failing and readership numbers 
are plummeting. While that may be true with some 
of the daily newspapers around the country, it’s 
definitely not the case with local newspapers like 
the one you are currently reading. Granted we lose 

some readers here and there, but by and large our 
numbers remain pretty consistent. 

What’s the recipe to keeping readers engaged in 
their community newspaper?

There are actually many ingredients. In our 
case, we’re a countywide newspaper that brings in a 
large weekly package of news and feature sections, 
strong area sports coverage and great photographs of 
community events. We love to spoil our readers with 

exceptional hometown news. 
Certainly we have no 

animosity to the grocery 
retailer for testing our new 
marketing concepts. We’re 
just so thrilled that the chain 
figured out sooner rather than 
later that digital media isn’t 
the only way to advertise. It 
takes a healthy balance of both 
digital and print to get the job 
accomplished. 

In the ever changing 
electronic world, newspaper 
advertising is still relevant. 

Readers still want to carry out the tradition of 
sprawling the grocery ads on their living room 
sofas or kitchen tables to see what they want to eat 
throughout the week. 

It’s exciting to have the grocery circulars back 
in the newspaper. We know we’re not the only ones 
sharing in that excitement. The return of the inserts 
is evidence that print advertising is just as important 
as it was 30 or 40 years ago. 

And judging by our communities and what we 
hear on a regular basis, reading the local newspaper 
is high on the priority list of many people. 

We hope to continue that momentum for years 
to come as we continue going in hot pursuit of 
publishing a product that people can’t wait to get 
their hands on. 

Eliminating newspaper ads doesn’t work
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Even though Mother Nature is having 
a hard time letting go of winter as 
evidenced by a couple snow storms over 
the past week, Minnesota’s other season 
is full throttle ahead. It’s the start of road 
construction season.

The Minnesota Department of 
Transportation kicked off the summer 
construction season April 4, though many 
road projects had started earlier. With the 
road construction season upon us, MnDOT 
wants motorists to be aware of National 
Work Zone Awareness Week, which runs 
April 9-13. This is an effort to encourage 
safe driving through highway work zones.

“Work Zone Safety is Everybody’s 
Responsibility” is the theme for this year’s 
awareness week. MnDOT says the theme 
reinforces the message that motorists and 
construction and maintenance workers 
keeping our highways in tip-top shape 
should use extra caution in work zones.

Over the next six months, there will 
be more than 250 active work zones 
throughout Minnesota. A work zone is 
any area where highway construction, 
maintenance or utility work is being 
done, according to MnDOT. Work zones 
are identified by warning signs, signals, 
barriers, pavement markings and f laggers.

Road projects are scheduled locally 
along Interstate 35 by Faribault as well 
as the Highway 14 interchange south of 
Owatonna. Crews will also be working on 
I-35 near Clarks Grove. 

Our highways can be a dangerous place 
as state crash statistics bear out. While 
safety needs to be applied in all roadway 
situations, there is even a greater need to 
be extra careful while traveling through 
work zones.

In Minnesota over the past four years, 
an average of seven people died in work 
zone crashes and more than 1,700 fatal or 
serious injury crashes occurred each year. 
On the national level, a work zone crash 
occurs once nearly every five minutes.

Safety experts say rear-end crashes are 
the most common type of work zone crash. 
Most of these crashes occur because of 
driver inattention and speeding, which are 
both behaviors that we can control and 
make changes on. 

What’s going to keep you alive while 
traveling through a work zone?

Jay Hietpas, director of the Minnesota 
Office of Traffic Safety, says when 
motorists enter a work zone, they should 
obey the posted speed limits, pay attention 
to signs and f laggers, be patient and not 
drive distracted. 

“These work zones exist because we’re 
making roads better and safer,” Hietpas 
said. “We’re asking that people look for the 
work zones, slow down and put down their 
cellphones and other distractions.”

This is good advice for driving any time 
on the roadways. 

Let’s make it a good spring and summer 
travel season and drive sensibly, especially 
around work zones. 

Work zone 
safety is 

everybody’s 
responsibility

OUR VIEW

SEE RAISING AGE, A6

By DON HEINZMAN

City Councils throughout 
Minnesota are considering 
raising the purchase of 
tobacco products from 18 to 
21 years, primarily to protect 
the health of our young 
people.

Edina was the first 
council to increase the age 
to 21, without a penalty for 
purchase, use and possession. 
So far a spokesperson from 
Edina said there has been 
little reaction even from those 
who sell these products.	

Bloomington after two 
study sessions also has 
approved boosting the age of 
tobacco buying to 21.

Molly Moilanen, director 
of public affairs for Clear 
Way Minnesota, addressed 
the question of penalizing 
under-21 users, possessors 
and purchasers. She said, 
“The penalties have not 
been proven to reduce youth 
tobacco use and they divert 
focus from addressing 
irresponsible retailers and 
the tobacco industry which 
has a long history of targeting 

youth.”
There is general 

agreement that smoking 
is bad for your health.  Dr. 
Thomas Kottke, Health 
Partners medical director, 
says that smoking costs the 
state more than $3 billion 
annually in excess health 
care costs, and he added each 
year more than 6,000 die from 
tobacco related diseases.

This Tobacco 21 campaign 
targets young smokers. 
David Willoughby, chief 
executive officer of Clear 
Way Minnesota, wrote the 
Bloomington Council that 
95 percent of adult smokers 
begin before age 21. The 
conclusion of the researchers 
is that if young people are 
not smoking by age 21, they 
probably will not smoke at all.

Under the present law, 
18-year-olds can buy tobacco 
products and sell them to 
adolescent users.  One study 
shows that if the age were 
increased to 21, 

It’s time to rebuild 
rural communities

Raising age to purchase tobacco 
is the right thing to do
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There’s something about 
crime stories that interest 
the general public.

It’s true. Crime in a 
small town has quite a 
devastating impact on small 
communities. This was 
evidenced recently by a 
murder case developing in 

Dodge County, just south of 
Blooming Prairie.

David Riess, 54, of 
Blooming Prairie was found 
shot to death on March 23 
at his home. His wife, Lois 
Riess, is a person of interest 
in the case. A warrant 
for her arrest has been 

issued on felony theft 
charges.

We don’t know 
a lot of the details 
surrounding this 
killing, and as 
authorities collect 
more evidence, 
the picture may 
become clearer. 
The Dodge County 
Sheriff’s Office, 
Minnesota BCA 
Bureau of Criminal 
Apprehension and the 
U.S. Marshall’s Office 
are working on the 
case.

Lots of small pieces 

of information 
have been 
circulating, 
some likely 
truthful and 
others just 
rumor.

We must wait 
for our criminal 
justice system 
to click on all 
cylinders and 
“crack” the 
case.

News 
surrounding 
this murder 
will continue 
to captivate the general 
public until it is solved. Any 
information germane to the 
case should be relayed to 
the Dodge County Sheriff’s 
Office.

This shocking news jogs 
my memory of big crime 
news happening in 1974 
when I was working for 
the Forest Lake Times as a 
young news editor. 

Our big story back then 
was the kidnapping of a 
South St. Paul banker’s wife 
and the subsequent payment 
of a $200,000 ransom for her 
release. 

The story had many 
twists and turns, and our 
weekly newspaper covered 

the news stories 
surrounding 
the case 
because Eunice 
Kronholm, 46, 
and her banker 
husband Gunnar 
Kronholm, 
resided in Lino 
Lakes, a small 
community in 
our readership 
area.

After the 
ransom money 
was paid, 
Kronholm was 
released from 

captivity. She was kept in an 
automobile trunk for hours 
until the ransom was paid.

Mrs. Kronholm was let 
go by kidnappers at a motel 
just south of the Twin 
Cities.

Two men were soon 
arrested in connection 
with the kidnapping. Our 
newspaper diligently 
followed the case by 
interviewing local 
authorities and also 
by attending a huge 
press conference for the 
Kronholms at the Bethel 
Seminary in St. Paul.

Cliff Buchan, a 
newspaper associate of 
mine, and I covered the 

news conference and 
other developments in the 
Kronholm case.

One of the television 
reporters covering the care 
was Bill Stewart of WCCO 
Television. Several years 
later, Stewart was killed by 
malcontents in El Salvador.

Everyone attending the 
Kronholm news conference 
including this reporter 
at the time, felt the glee 
and happiness shared 
by the Kronholms. Her 
bravery and her husband’s 
determination to get her 
back safely resulted in a 
happy ending.

The story continued with 
our newspaper following 
the court appearances 
of the two arrested men. 
Attorney Ron Meshbesher 
represented the defendants. 

Our newspaper was lucky 
enough to have several 
interviews with Meshbesher 
and also with many 
different law enforcement 
officials. Meshbesher was 
also involved in handling 
legal matters in the Virginia 
Piper kidnapping in 1972 
and the murder of Elisabeth 
Congdon of Duluth in 1977.

Events became even 
more bizarre as Kronholm 
returned to her community. 

Just weeks following her 
release a copycat criminal 
broke into the Kronholms’ 
house with the intention of 
kidnapping Kronholm. His 
motive was not tied to the 
other two suspects in the 
earlier kidnapping.

This latest caper resulted 
in the arrest of Daniel 
Caliendo. Guess what? He 
tried to kidnap her again 
after he had been released 
by authorities.

All three of these men 
were later found guilty of 
their crimes and sentenced 
to time in prison. A book 
was also written on this 
kidnapping. It was titled 
“Held for Ransom.”

This was not a murder 
case but it carried as high a 
profile of interest as has the 
recent murder in Blooming 
Prairie.

Allow our professional 
criminal justice authorities 
time to  investigate this 
murder case, and hopefully 
it will result in some 
answers.

Big crime stories impact small communities

HOWARD 
LESTRUD

REFLECTIONS...
and how 

Eunice Kronholm and her husband 
Gunnar Kronholm, owner of the 
Drovers State Bank of South St. Paul 
appear at a news conference following 
her release by two kidnappers.

DAVID RIESS MURDER INVESTIGATION

business account into his 
personal account. She then 
wrote checks from his 
personal account to herself 
totaling $11,000, the sheriff 
said. 

A celebration of David’s 
life will take place Sunday 
from 1-4 p.m. at the Eagles 
Club in Rochester. Ranfranz 
and Vine Funeral Home in 
Rochester is handling the 
arrangements. 

In David’s obituary, the family 
described him as having a passion for 
the outdoors and spending much of his 
free time fishing, hunting, boating and 
enjoying time with friends and family. 
He loved spending time with his 
grandchildren, logging many hours on 
the water, the obituary stated. 

“Anyone who knew Dave shared 
many laughs with him as his greatest 
gift was his sense of humor,” the 
obituary reads. “Dave will be 
remembered as a loving son, brother, 
father, grandfather, uncle and good 
friend to many.”

David and a close friend opened a 
small bait shop in Rochester and later 
sold it. His business adventures in 
the fishing industry eventually led 

him to establishing 
the current business, 
Prairie Wax Worm 
Farm, with his long 
time business partner. 
The business was 
located on the same 
place as he lived. 

He is survived by 
his three children, 
Bill and Braden Riess 
of Rochester and Bria 
Riess of Eyota. David 

was married for 35 years. 
The sheriff’s office continues to 

investigate David’s murder with 
the Minnesota Bureau of Criminal 
Apprehension. Authorities have also 
asked the U.S. Marshal Service for 
assistance in locating Lois Riess. 

Anyone with information regarding 
the whereabouts of Lois should call 
911. The sheriff said she is considered
armed and dangerous.

Lois Riess is likely driving a 
white 2005 Cadillac Escalade with 
Minnesota license plate 864-LAE.

MURDER SUSPECT: Lois continues to elude police
FROM PAGE A1

“Anyone who knew Dave shared many 
laughs with him as his greatest gift 

was his sense of humor.”
~ David Riess Obituary

“We have no new 
information to share 

at this time.”

~ Sheriff Scott Rose
Dodge County

BY RICK BUSSLER
PUBLISHER

Finding violent offenders 
on the run is the sole job of 
the U.S. Marshal Service, the 
agency tasked with assisting 
in the search of a Blooming 
Prairie murder suspect.

Chris Clifford, assistant 
chief deputy with the 
U.S. Marshal Service in 
Minneapolis, confirmed his 
agency was requested by 
local authorities within the 
past 10 days to help find Lois 
Riess of Blooming Prairie. 
She is wanted as a suspect by 
the Dodge County Sheriff’s 
Office in the murder of her 
husband David Riess. 

“We’re not aiding in 
the murder investigation,” 
Clifford said. “Our purpose 
is to find people. That’s all 
we do,” he added.

The Marshal Service, 
Clifford said, only gets 
involved in violent crimes, 

or if the person involved has 
a violent background. “The 
local authorities have to 
come to us and requested our 
help,” he said. 

As for Lois Riess, Clifford 
said, “We’re very good at 
what we do. We will find 
her.”

Clifford said many 
different techniques might 
be utilized in finding a 
person. Some of them include 
tracking through social 
media and tips coming in 
from citizens. 

Like all cases taken on by 
the U.S. Marshal Service, a 
lead investigator has been 
assigned to the Riess case. 
That investigator, Clifford 
said, determines how many 
more people will be needed 
to assist with the case. 

In some cases, a fugitive 
task force can be assembled 
to help out in apprehending 
a suspect, according to 
Clifford.

Some cases can take 

years to resolve while others 
can end within hours, 
Clifford said. He noted most 
suspects are typically caught 
within a year. “If it goes over 
a year, it’s pretty rare,” he 
added.

One of the U.S. Marshal’s 
greatest success stories 
took place in 2015 when 
Victor Barnard, a fugitive 
American minister, was 
apprehended in Brazil. 
Barnard, who was wanted 
on 59 counts of sex assaults, 
had been featured on the 
Marshal’s 15 Most Wanted 

Fugitives list.
There are some wanted 

fugitives for drug cases 
dating back to the early 
1970s, Clifford said. “We’ve 

never found them because 
we think they were killed in 
Mexico,” he said.

There are 23 deputy 
marshals in Minnesota. In 
addition, the service utilizes 
15 officers from state and 
local agencies. They work 
with the marshals on a daily 
basis, Clifford said. 

In 2016, the Marshal 
Service arrested 580 people 
in Minnesota alone. “We’re 
pretty active for a metro 
agency,” Clifford said.

On a national level, there 
are 242 fugitives on average 
arrested every day by the 

Marshal Service. They 
include sex offenders, gang 
members, homicide suspects, 
federal fugitives and state 
and local fugitives. 

The service includes 94 
districts, 218 sub-offices and 
three foreign field offices. 

Federal marshals have 
served the country since 
1789 as the enforcement 
arm of the federal courts 
and has been responsible 
for protecting the federal 
judicial process. 

U.S. Marshals: ‘We will find her’
“We’re very good at 
what we do. We will 

find her.”

~ Chris Clifford
U.S. Marshal Service

THE LATEST: 
DAVID RIESS 

MURDER 
INVESTIGATION

- Celebration of David Riess’ life:
Sunday at Eagles Club in Rochester

- Unconfirmed sighting of
Lois Riess in Florida

- Dodge County Sheriff’s Office,
Minnesota BCA and U.S. Marshal
Service continue manhunt and 

investigation
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One of the unique events 
in Blooming Prairie history 
took place 100 years this 
summer. 

Before Prohibition went 
into effect, the Minnesota 
Public Safety Commission 
banned bars from being open 
past 5 p.m. as part of the 
effort to save resources for 
World War I. Additionally, a 
petition was signed by many 
Blooming Prairie residents 
complaining about the 

number of inebriated people 
and their erratic driving 
after dark. 

When three local saloon 
owners refused to follow the 
rules set by the Commission 
and remained open past 5 
p.m., troops were sent to 
Blooming Prairie to close 
their businesses by force.

Since we will be noting the 
100th anniversary on July 1 
with an event sponsored by 
the Chamber of Commerce, 
we have arranged to have 
Dean Ulland speak at the 
Blooming Prairie Branch 
Library on Thursday, 
April 26 at 6:30 p.m. Dean 
is a history instructor at 
Riverland Community 
College and a proud Blossom 
alumni. When he last spoke 
here, the room was packed 
with those interested in the 
topic. 

Please join us to learn 
more about what happened 
here in Blooming Prairie a 
century ago. See you at the 
library!

A farmers’ forum open 
to the public is coming to 
Owatonna April 28. 

The forum, What’s 
Happening in Rural America 
– the Truth Revealed, will be 
addressing issues not only of 
interest to farmers, but for all 
of us. Family farms and our 
environment are under siege.

Sponsored by the Steele 
County DFL, the forum will 
take place Saturday, April 28 

from 1-3 p.m. in the Gainey 
Room at the Owatonna Public 
Library, 105 N. Elm Ave. 

During the forum, videos 
will be shown depicting family 
farms and the environment 
being under siege. The videos 
are “The Economics of 
Sustainable Agriculture and 
the Food Revolution,” and 
“The Dark Side of the Other 
White Meat.” 

There will be time for 
questions after the videos. 

“The biggest shift – bigger 
by far than the changes 
in politics, government or 
economics – is the shift to a 
knowledgeable society,” says 
John Ikerd, one of the video 
presentators. 

For more information, 
contact Sylvia Archer at 507-
456-7726.

The Steele County Free 
Fair reminds folks that May 
1 is the deadline to submit 
nominations for this year’s 
Steele County Livestock Hall 
of Fame. 

Nominations forms 
are available at the fair 
office and also on line at 
SteeleCountyFreeFair@scff.
org. 

Nominees are judged 
on their impact upon the 
livestock industry on the 
county, state, and national 
levels, their leadership in the 
livestock industry and other 
relevant contributions. 

Inductees into the 
Livestock Hall of Fame will 
be recognized during the 
Steele County Fair on Tuesday 
afternoon, Aug. 14 in the 
livestock show arena.

A student from Ellendale 
has been selected for a unique 
leadership program through 
Iowa State University.

Riley Arthur, who is 
majoring in agricultural 
business, is one of 20 students 
selected for the 2018-19 
academic year cohort. The 
program will take Iowa 
State students beyond 
the classroom to better 
understand leadership and 
global challenges - such as 
clean drinking water, poverty 
and food insecurity - and 
the impact for international 
corporations.

The Vermeer International 
Leadership Program is a 
year-long, in-depth cohort 
leadership experience in 
which students learn how 
companies operate on an 
international scale. Launched 

in fall 2015, the program 
is sponsored by Vermeer 
Corporation, a global 
industrial and agricultural 
equipment company. It is 
administered through Iowa 
State’s Leadership Studies 
Program, coordinated by the 
Carrie Chapman Catt Center 
for Women and Politics.

The student leaders will 
identify and research a global 
challenge as part of their 
leadership courses, engage 
in leadership development 
activities and travel to 
Vermeer headquarters in 
Pella to interview team 
members. They will also 
spend a week at the Vermeer 
Europe, Middle East and 
Africa facility in Goes, 
Netherlands, over the 
university’s spring break.

“This is a wonderful 
opportunity for students to 
study leadership through a 
global lens and intentionally 
work to improve their cultural 
competency,” said Tara 
Widner, lecturer in leadership 
studies, who coordinates the 
program. “The first three 
years of the program were 

a success, and I’m excited to 
see the partnership between 
Vermeer and the Leadership 
Studies Program at Iowa State 
continue to grow with the 
selection of our fourth group 
of students.”

A new cohort of students 
will participate every year 
over the first five years of the 
program. All full-time Iowa 
State students are eligible to 
apply. Students are selected 
through an application and 
interview process, with 
priority given to students 
who have an interest in 
engineering, business or 
agriculture with at least two 
academic years left in their 
plan of study. The 2018-2019 
cohort of 20 students was 
selected from 115 applications.

“Congratulations to the 
students selected for the 
2018-2019 academic year,” 

said Jason Andringa, 
president and CEO of Vermeer 
Corporation. “This program 
is an exciting opportunity for 
these future leaders to help 
make an impact in the state 
of Iowa and beyond. We are 
excited to be a part of their 
development.”

Financial support from 
Vermeer for the program 
provides each student selected 
with a travel stipend for their 
international experience; 
a $2,000 scholarship; and 
a variety of leadership 
opportunities including 
retreats, leadership 
assessments, collaboration 
opportunities, and networking 
with Vermeer and ISU leaders. 
The students selected also 
take one leadership course 
together in both the fall and 
spring semesters.

LIBRARY BOOK NOOK COLLEGE NEWS

Learn about 
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Farmers’ Forum set for 
April 28 in Owatonna
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Arthur selected 
for international 

leadership 
program

Library Book Nook

Nancy Vaillancourt
NANCY 

VAILLANCOURT

GRIEF 
  RELIEF

If a friend is dying, 
what can you do? 
Don’t avoid your 
friend by staying 
away or changing 
the subject when 
they talk of 

illness or death. Follow the normal 
conversations that are part of your 
relationship. If your friend wishes to 
talk further allow them to; letting them 
know that you care and will help in 
anyway you can. Honest conversations 
are usually most welcome and your 
presence may be all that is needed.

Direction with 
dignity from 
Michaelson 

Funeral Home 
in Owatonna. 

Cory Michaelson

David (Dave) Leonard 
Riess, of Blooming Prairie, 
passed away unexpectedly at 
the age of 54. 

Dave was born April 24, 
1963 in Rochester to Stanley 
and Darlene (Schoonover) 
Riess. He enlisted in the Navy 
shortly before graduating 
from Mayo High School in 
1981. He served in the US Navy 
from 1982 to 1985, stationed in 
California. He was married in 
San Diego, Calif., on Sept. 17, 
1982. After time spent serving 
in Guam, he moved back to 
Rochester and remained in the 
Navy reserves for three years.

Dave worked at Crenlo for 
many years before following 
his dream of opening his 

own business in 
the wholesale bait 
industry. He and a 
close friend opened 
a small bait shop 
in Rochester and 
after successfully 
running the shop 
for years, they 
decided to sell the 
business. After 
selling the bait 
shop, his business adventures 
in the fishing industry took 
off, ultimately establishing his 
current business, The Prairie 
Wax Worm Farm, with his 
long time business partner 
and friend.

Dave had a passion for the 
outdoors and spent much of 

his free time fishing, 
hunting, boating, and 
enjoying time with 
friends and family. He 
loved spending time 
with his grandchildren, 
logging many hours 
on the water. Anyone 
who knew Dave shared 
many laughs with him, 
as his greatest gift was 
his sense of humor. 

Dave will be remembered as 
a loving son, brother, father, 
grandfather, uncle, and good 
friend to many.

Dave was preceded in death 
by his father, Stanley Riess. 

Dave is survived by his 
three children; Bill (Pamala) 
Riess of Rochester; Bria (Luke 

Klassen) Riess of Eyota; and 
Braden Riess of Rochester, 
five grandchildren; Landen, 
Hayden, Milayna, Cohen, and 
Jack, his mother, Darlene 
Riess, siblings; Cindy (Bentley) 
Sleeper; Dale (Kris) Riess; and 
Jill Riess, as well as many 
nieces, nephews, aunts, uncles, 
cousins and close friends.

A celebration of Dave’s life 
will be held on Sunday, April 
15, 2018 at The Eagles Club in 
Rochester from 1-4 p.m.

Arrangements are being 
handled by Ranfranz and Vine 
Funeral Home, 5421 Royal 
Place NW, Rochester.

David Leonard Riess, 54, Blooming Prairie
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256•4712
Geneva, MN24 hour service for all your

plumbing & heating needs

We’ll treat your home as
if it were our own.

RegisteredShowroom

• Quality plumbing & heating products for your remodeling 
 or new home construction.
• Serving our area for over 40 years. 
• We’ll treat your home as if it were our own.

256-4712
Geneva

Registered 
Showroom

Birthdays & Anniversaries

Sponsored by:

BIRTHDAYS

APRIL 8
TAMARA LARSON 

APRIL 9
JOHN DALE WORKE 

CARRIE FARR
APRIL 10  

RESHA BASTIAN  
DAVID LONG

JORGAN 
HARSHBARGER

APRIL 11
MICAH ANDREWS 
JEREMY COCHLIN
CAROL KIRKEBON
KATELYN EICHENS

ANITA ANGELL 
GREG SKILLESTAD 
FELICIA KRAMPITZ 

APRIL 12 
RILEY JOHNSON 

JOHN DEAN 
OLSON

JOSHUA WINN 
GALEN PETERSON 

KAIDEN ALWES 
JAY KLEMMENSEN 

APRIL 13
JOEL INVALSON 

ZOE EHLERS 
SUZY KRAMER

ANNIVERSARIES

APRIL 10 
CHAD & JULIE 

EISCHENS
APRIL 11

LLOYD & JANE 

PRIHODA
GALE & RICK 

MILLER 
APRIL 12

MR. & MRS. KEVIN 
JOHNSON 

TROY & CANDACE 
ANDERSON 

DOEDE & ELEANOR 
HARMS 
APRIL 14

JOE & KAYLEE 
FARR

TERESA & LUKE 
SWENSON

APRIL 18 
KURT & TERRI 
UNDERWOOD

#1628 ZAITZ TRUST, LLP

880 ACRES    • 5 TRACTS
SALE TO BE HELD AT EVENTS, 401 8TH ST SE, KASSON, MN

The Zaitz family is offering 
these beautiful farms at 
public auction on Friday, April 
27th at 10:00.  You will find 
no better land than this 880 
acres. The CPI’s are all in the 
90’s and pattern tiled! 
Online Bidding Available

Tract 1: 154.63  Deeded acres / 145.69 Tillable acres / CPI - 93.8 / Open for 2018 crop year • Tract 2: 160  
Deeded acres / 152.34 Tillable acres / CPI - 94.3  / Open for 2018 crop year • Tract 3: 245.97     Deeded 
acres / 222.61      Tillable acres / CPI - 91.8 • Tract 4: 163.09     Deeded acres / 159.43     Tillable acres / CPI 
- 93.2 • Tract 5: 156.38 Deeded acres / 138.01 Tillable acres / CPI - 95.2 • Terms: $50,000 down on 
each Tract the day of the sale, remainder due on or about June 15, 2018. 2% Buyer’s Fee will apply.  

  Broker Kirk Swenson Broker Wendy Forthun Auctioneer Greg Jensen
 507-254-5468 507-251-1637  507-383-1067 

1 Stop Realty, 20 4th St. SE, Kasson, MN 55944
LandProz Real Estate, LLC. 111 East Clark Street, Albert Lea, MN 56007

ASHLAND - HAYFIELD TWP / DODGE COUNTY, MN

FRI., APRIL 27 @ 10 A.M.

"The Experienced Farmland Professionals!"

www.1stop-realty.com
www.landproz.com

+



Locally Owned & Operated
237 Hwy. Ave. S.

Blooming Prairie
507-583-6671

Minimizer.com • 800-248-3855 • Blooming Prairie

800-248-3855
www.minimizer.com

Blooming Prairie

FOR THAT HOMETOWN 
PERSONAL TOUCH

Hwy. 218
Blooming Prairie

507-583-2018

1180 Frontage Rd E • Owatonna
507-455-9551

www.owatonnagranite.com

“Creating Your Story in Stone”

322 East Main St.
Blooming Prairie

507-583-2276

FLOOR 
TECH

118 5th Ave.
Ellendale

507-684-2471

LERBERG’S 
FITNESS 
CENTER

& CAR WASH

Owatonna
121 W. Broadway St.

507-451-0193

Mike Bishman
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Dr.
Deborah

Lien
DDS, MBS

Dr.
Deborah

Lien
DDS, MBS

Building
Healthy
Smiles!

132 2nd Ave NE
Blooming Prairie
507.583.6613

FREE 
CONSULTATION

Call Jon Arnett @
455-3735 for a tour 

236 22nd St. SE • Owatonna

Vibrant Living For  
Individuals 55 & Older  
at a Reasonable Price

Service Center:
507-528-2233

After Hours Towing:
507-456-4158
111 Front Street

P.O. Box 282
Claremont, MN

AREA WORSHIP SCHEDULE

WANT TO SUBMIT 
SOMETHING TO 
THE WORSHIP 

SCHEDULE?
Contact us by email,  

phone, or mail:
bptimes@frontiernet.net

507-634-7503
P.O. Box 247, 

Blooming Prairie, MN 
55917
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LUTHERAN

AURORA LUTHERAN
6329 SE 28th St., Owatonna

Pastor Stephanie Wood
507-676-5696

Worship: 9:00 a.m. Sun.
Sunday School: 10:15 a.m. 

COMMUNITY LUTHERAN – 
ELCA 

106 Third St. SE., Geneva 
Pastor Kristen Venne 

507-256-4288
Worship: 9:30 a.m. Sun. 

FIRST LUTHERAN – AFLC 
503 Radel Ct., Ellendale 

Pastor Richard Sliper
507-684-2451

Saturday: 8 a.m. Men’s 
Bible Study 

Sunday: 9 a.m. Worship; 
10:15 a.m. Sunday School/

Confirmation
Tues.: 7 p.m. Call to Prayer, 

open to all churches
Wed.: 9:30 a.m. BibleStudy; 

3:30 – 5 p.m. Jesus and Me; 6 
p.m. 

Call to Prayer; 6:30 p.m. 
Youth Group  

FIRST LUTHERAN – ELCA 
434 First St. SW., 
Blooming Prairie

Rev. Heidi Heimgartner, 
507-583-6621

firstlutheranbp.com
Worship: 8:30 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 

Sundays
Education Hour: 9:30 a.m. Sun. 

FIRST LUTHERAN – LCMC 
8953 SW 37th Ave., Hope

Pastor Sandy Miller
507-451-3854

Worship: 9 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School, Adult Ed: 10:15

 a.m. Sun. 

GOOD SHEPHERD 
LUTHERAN – LCMS 

2500 7th Ave. NE., Owatonna
Rev. Mark Rosenau, 

Senior Pastor
Rev. Greg Schlicker,  

Associate Pastor
507-451-4125

www.goodshepherd 
owatonna.com

Worship: 8 a.m., 9:15 a.m. 
& 10:30 a.m. Sun. 

Sunday School: 9:15 a.m. 

MOLAND LUTHERAN – ELCA 
7618 NE 84th Ave., Kenyon 
Pastor Nancy Edwardson 

507-789-6661
Worship: 10:45 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m. 

PONTOPPIDAN LUTHERAN 
– ELCA 

9651 SW 75th St., Ellendale
Pastor Mike Walerius 

507-465-8366
Worship: 10:15 a.m. Sun. 

Sunday School: 9 a.m. Sun. 

REDEEMER LUTHERAN – 

LCMS 
1054 Truman Ave., Owatonna

Pastor Kirk Griebel
507-451-2720 

Worship: 9 a.m. Sun. 
Education Hour: 
10:15 a.m. Sun. 

RED OAK GROVE LUTHERAN 
– ELCA 

30456 Mower-Freeborn 
Road, Austin 

Pastor Lindsay Stolen 
507-583-2038 or 507-437-3000

www.roglutheran.org
Worship: 9 a.m. Sun. 

Sunday School
 (Sept. – May): 10:15 a.m. 

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN – 
LCMS 

4532 SE 84th Ave., Claremont
Pastor Alan Broadwell

507-528-2404
Worship: 6 p.m. Saturday; 

10:30 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m. 

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN – 
LCMS 

28959 630th Ave., Sargeant
Pastor Collin Duling 

507-251-5568
Worship: 10:15 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School: 9 a.m. 

ST. MICHAEL’S LUTHERAN – 
ELCA 

30450 570th Ave., Waltham
Pastor Dwight DoBell

507-567-2474
Worship: 8:30 a.m. Sun. 

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN – 
LCMS 

202 E. Park Ave., Hollandale 
Pastor Jesse Krusemark 

507-567-2272
Worship: 8:30 a.m. Sun.

Sunday School: 9:45 a.m. 

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN – 
ELCA 

2781 SW 92nd Ave., Meriden
Pastor Cheryl D. Indehar

507-451-2165
Worship: 10:30 a.m. Sun. 

TRINITY LUTHERAN 
5881 SE 118th St., 
Blooming Prairie

Pastor Stephanie Wood
507-676-5696

Worship: 9 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School: 10:30 a.m. 
(First Sunday of the month)

TRINITY LUTHERAN – ELCA 
609 Lincoln Ave., Owatonna
Rev. Todd Buegler, Senior 

Pastor
Rev. Dean Smith, 
Associate Pastor

Rev. Amanda Weinkauf, 
Associate Pastor 

507-451-4520
www.tlcowatonna.org 

Worship: Saturday: 5 p.m.;  
Sun.: 8:15 a.m., 9:30 a.m. & 

10:45 a.m.; Wednesday: 6 p.m. 
Sunday School: 

8:15 a.m. & 9:30 a.m. 

TRINITY LUTHERAN – ELCA 
104 First St. SE., Hayfield 

Pastor Paul Hauschild 
507-477-2248 

www.trinityhayfield.org 
Worship: 8 a.m. 

& 10:30 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m. 

TRINITY LUTHERAN – LCMS 
108 Third Ave. SW., Medford

Pastor Mark Biebighauser 
507-451-0447

Worship: 8 a.m. & 10:30 Sun.
Education Hour: 

9:15-10:15 a.m. Sun.

TRINITY LUTHERAN – LCMS 
57043 300th St., Waltham
Pastor Jesse Krusemark 

507-567-2272
Worship: 10:30 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m. 

ZION LUTHERAN – ELCA 
7126 SW 98th St., Ellendale

Pastor Cheryl D. Indehar
507-451-2165

Worship: 8:30 a.m. Sun. 

CATHOLIC

CHRIST THE KING 
203 Second Ave. NW., Medford 

507-451-6353
Father Kevin Connolly
Deacon Patrick Fagan 

Sunday Mass: 8:30 a.m. 
Monday Mass: 9 a.m. 

CHURCH OF ALL SAINTS
307 SW First St., New Richland 

Father Raul Silva 
Fr. Adam McMillan, 

Parochial Vicar
507-465-8217

Mass: 5 p.m. Saturday 

HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC 
CHURCH OF LITOMYSL

9946 SE 24th Ave., Owatonna
Father John Sauer

Fr. Jose Morales, Weekend 
Presider 

507-451-1588
www.litomysl.webs.com
Reconciliation: 8:45 a.m. 

1st & 3rd Sundays 
Sunday Mass: 9:30 a.m. 

Sunday Children’s Church for 
Preschool – 1st Grade 

began Sept. 24
Faith Formation for 

Kindergarten
 – Confirmation: 6:30 p.m. 

Wednesdays
Adult Study: 6:30 p.m. 

Wednesdays 

SACRED HEART CATHOLIC
150 NE Second St., Hayfield

Father Thomas Niehaus 
507-477-2256

Mass: 8 a.m. Sun. 
& 8:30 a.m. Thursday 

Reconciliation: 7:30 a.m. Sun. 

SACRED HEART PARISH 
810 S. Cedar Ave., Owatonna

Father John Sauer
Fr. Jose Morales, Parochial 

Vicar

507-451-1588
www.sacredheartowatonna.org 

Mass: 5 p.m. Saturday; 
8:30 a.m. &10 a.m. Sun. 

Spanish Mass: 11:45 a.m. Sun. 
Daily Mass: 7:15 a.m.  

Reconciliation: 4 p.m. Sat. 
Adoration: 

8 a.m. – 10 p.m. Thurs. 

ST. COLUMBANUS 
CATHOLIC 

114 E. Main St., Blooming 
Prairie 

Father Thomas Niehaus 
507-583-2784

www.stcolumbanuschurch.com 
Mass: 10 a.m. Sun. 
& 8:30 a.m. Friday 

Reconciliation: 9 a.m. 
First Friday & Saturday 

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC 
PARISH

512 S. Elm Ave., Owatonna
Father Kevin Connolly
Deacon Patrick Fagan

507-451-4845
Saturday Mass: 4 p.m. 

Sunday Mass: 8 & 10 a.m. 
Reconciliation: 

3-3:30 p.m. Sat. 
Daily Mass: 

8 a.m. Tues., Wed. & Fri. 
(Communion Service 

8 a.m. Thursday) 
Adoration Chapel available 

 Mon. – Fri. 7 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. 
Key fob required after 

hours or weekends 

CHRISTIAN

CHRIST COMMUNITY 
COVENANT 

540 SE 18th St., Owatonna
Dr. V. Brent Carlson, Pastor

507-451-1032
Worship: 9 a.m. Sun. 

Sunday Connections: 10:15 a.m. 

PENTECOSTAL

FIRST UNITED 
PENTECOASTAL 

230 Locust Ave., Owatonna 
Pastor Eliazar Talamantes

507-363-2240
Worship: 10 a.m. Sun.; 
6:30 p.m. Wednesday 

METHODIST

BLOOMING GROVE UNITED 
METHODIST 

43089 180th St., Medford
(Seven miles west of 
Medford on CR 23)

Pastors JJ & Stefanie Morgan  
507-835-8726

Worship: 8:30 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m. 

ELLENDALE UNITED 
METHODIST

200 Sixth St. NW., Ellendale
Pastor Randy Cirksena

507-684-2731
www.ellendaleumc.org

Worship: 10:30 a.m. Sun.
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m. 

OWATONNA UNITED 
METHODIST

815 E. University, Owatonna
Loren Olson, Pastor

Linda Boorman, Associate 
Pastor 

Joyce Parker, Associate Pastor 
507-451-4734

www.owatonnaumc.org
Traditional Worship: 9 a.m. Sun.

Contemporary Worship: 
10:45 a.m. Sun. 

Sunday School/Adult Classes: 
10 a.m. 

Wednesday night 
service at 6:30 p.m.

NON-DENOMINATIONAL

BRIDGES OF HOPE 
COMMUNITY 

130 W. Bridge St., Owatonna
Pastor Keith Haskell

507-215-2249 
Worship: 10 a.m. Sun. 
Biblestudy: 9 a.m. Sun. 
Reformers Unanimous 

Meetings: 
7 p.m. Friday 

CEDAR CREEK 
30 E. Main St., Hayfield 
Pastor Aaron de Neui

507-477-2255
www.cedarcreekchurch.org

Worship: 10 a.m. Sun. 

DESTINY CHRISTIAN 
Owatonna Campus

422 North St., Owatonna
Pastors Tyler & Jessica Braucht 

507-254-8514
www.destinycc.org

Worship: 10 a.m. Sun. 

ELEVATION NORTH 
2002 Austin Road, Owatonna

Pastor Doug Jones
507-363-3099

www.elevationnorth.blogspot.
com

Worship (English): 10 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School: 10:30 a.m. 

Worship (Spanish): 2 p.m. Sun. 
Bible Study: 6:30 p.m. 

Wednesday 
Spanish Evangelism & Prayer: 

7 p.m. Friday 

NEW BEGINNINGS 
332 14th St. NE., Owatonna

Pastors Scott & Joan Peterson
507-721-1366

Worship: 10 a.m. Sun. 
Gateway Connection: 

6 p.m. Sun. 

SIMPLE CHURCH 
4515 NW 22nd Ave., Owatonna
(Country Goods building across

 the freeway from Cabela’s) 
Pastor Todd Lundgren

507-451-5661
Worship: 9:30 a.m. Sun. 

Bible Study: 7 p.m. Wednesday 

MENNONITE

PRAIRIE MENNONITE 
13638 750th St., Blooming 

Prairie 
Bishop Dennis Martin 

507-583-7532

Worship: 10:30 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m. 

Prayer Meeting: 
7:30 p.m. Wed.

MORMON

THE CHURCH OF JESUS 
CHRIST

 OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS
404 31st St. NW, Austin
Bishop Rick Bremner

507-433-9042
Worship: 9 a.m. Sun. 

PRESBYTERIAN

ASSOCIATED CHURCH
Presbyterian Church (USA) and 

United Church of Christ
800 Havana Road, Owatonna 

507-451-1546
www.associatedchurch.org

office@associatedchurch.org
Sunday Worship: 9 a.m.  

(Fellowship, Church School, 
and Adult Discussions follow)
Wednesday Activities:  Sept – 

May (see website for schedule)

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
109 E. Main St., Hayfield

Pastor Kirk Johnston
507-477-2631

Worship: 9:30 a.m. Sun. 

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST 
2373 Seventh Ave. NE, 

Owatonna
Pastor Bob Brauer

507-340-7143
Worship: 9:30 a.m. Sat. 
Bible Study: 11 a.m. Sat. 

UCC

CONGREGATIONAL UNITED
CHURCH OF CHRIST

211 Main St. S.
Medford

Rev. Richard Waters
507-451-4596

Worship: 10 a.m. Sun.

ASSEMBLY OF GOD

VIBRANT LIFE 
ASSEMBLY OF GOD

702 Third St. S., Ellendale
Pastor Patrick Stitt

507-684-3421
www.vibrantlifeag.com 

Worship: 10:30 a.m. Sun. 
Kids Church: 10:30 a.m. Sun. 

BAPTIST

FIRST BAPTIST
104 First Ave. NE, 
Blooming Prairie

Pastor Matt Fennell
507-583-2673

Worship: 10 a.m. Sun. 
& 6:30 p.m. Wednesday 
Sunday School: 9 a.m. 

Bible Study: 11:30 a.m. Sun.

The most common topic in the New 
Testament is the kingdom of God. It 
is the simple message that the rule of 
God had come to this Earth. Through 
the power of the Holy Spirit, God is 
transforming hearts into the image of 
Jesus Christ His son, so the world will 
look more like Jesus. When everyone 
talks, acts, thinks, like Jesus, then the 
world will be under the perfect will of 
God and His kingdom of God will reign 
on Earth as it is in Heaven.

When Jesus came across a sinner, 
He didn’t yell at them to repent and 
quit being bad, He loved them and 
served them, and revealed the glory of 
Heaven to them. In Heaven everyone is 

healed, so Jesus healed them. In Heaven 
everyone is fed, so Christ fed them. In 
Heaven everyone is forgiven, so Christ 
forgave them. In Heaven everyone is 
served, so Christ served them. In Heaven 
everyone is Loved, so Christ loved them.

This is how we are called to preach 
the gospel. We can preach the Bible 
all we want, but unless we are living 
examples of the life of Christ, our 
preaching is powerless! Sharing our 
faith is most power when it is wrapped in 
Christian kindness. You see people don’t 
care how much you know, until they 
know how much you care. The strongest 
evangelistic sermon we can ever preach 
is visiting a sick friend in hospital, it 

is caring for a mourning friend, who 
has no one to love them, it is providing, 
education, or healthcare, to people who 
don’t have access to those things, it is 
listening to someone who needs someone 
to talk to, it is providing a after school 
programs for kids who have no place 
to go, or making our schools safer. It’s 
situations like that where you have the 
greatest opportunity to share your faith!

 President Kennedy once said, “Ask 
not what your country can do for you, 
But what you can do for your country.”

Many churches believe our principle 
objective is to get people into Heaven. 
While Heaven is an amazing place and 
we should be excited to go; our primary 

objective is not for us to get people out 
of the world and into Heaven, but to get 
Heaven out of us and into the world. We 
should rather say “Ask not what Heaven 
can do for you, but what you can do for 
Heaven.”

Anyone can go from Earth to Heaven. 
Who is willing to bring Heaven to Earth? 
Anyone can worship. Who is willing 
to work? Anyone can experience. Who 
is willing to create? Anyone can have 
Christ as their Savior. Who is willing to 
have Him as your Lord?

Pastor Patrick Stitt
Vibrant Life Assembly of God
Ellendale

We need to be living examples of Christ

PASTOR PATRICK STITT 
VIBRANT LIFE            

ASSEMBLY OF GOD 
ELLENDALE

PASTOR’S CORNER



service and 
dedication 
which inspired 
her to get 
involved. “Oh, 
absolutely I 
was inspired 
by them, and 
I’m also a 
patriot and 
I love our 
country,” 
Frazier said. 

One of the 
projects she 
singled out 
was an effort 
to build a set 
of stairs for a 
World War II 
veteran at his 
house. 

It is work 
like this which gives Frazier 
and the other volunteers a 
good feeling.

“We want everyone in 
Steele County to know we 
exist,” Frazier expressed 
before explaining that one 
of the biggest challenges has 
been getting the word out 
there, and having people 
within the community trust 
her and the organization.

With only three full-time 
volunteers currently in her 
network, Frazier feels that 
they have plenty of room to 
grow as an organization. 
“We’d like more volunteers.  
We’re looking for people who 
are passionate about helping 
our service members and 
veterans and whatever it is 
they can do to help, we want to 
utilize that.”

Regardless of the 
challenges, there are plenty of 
rewards to performing such 
good work. “I like helping the 
families,” Frazier says, “and 
we don’t need a thank you, for 
us showing our appreciation 
for their sacrifices is what 
we’re able to do.”

Two of the volunteers, 
Carolyn Holter and her 
mother Connie Holter, feel it’s 
something everyone should 
consider. “It’s very important 
to be aware and give back,” 
Carolyn said. They, too, come 

from a family with military 
service. 

As project manager for 
Project Got Your Back, Allison 
Alstrin’s job is to coordinate 
and organize service providers 
within a given community 
so that they can better serve 
their constituents. “We want 
to create a more familiarized 
structure and tools so that 
they can continue to do good 
work,” she said. 

“I think we get more 
results with a streamlined 
approached.” Alstrin said. 
“We want our service 
providers to complete each 
other, and not compete with 
each other.”

At Thursday’s meeting, 
service providers from 
Owatonna and Steele County, 
including Beyond the Yellow 
Ribbon, the VFW, and 
Lutheran Social Services 
as well FRSA, or Family 
Readiness Support Assistance, 
were there to connect along 
with Owatonna Mayor Tom 
Kuntz and Sheriff Lon Thiele.

Alstrin describes the Got 
Your Back Project as a service 
for service providers. “We’re 
about all of them,” she said, 
adding she knows people who 
have served, including her 
father.

Also in attendance were 
Sgt. Alex Hauck and Staff 

Sgt. Joshua Moe 
of the Minnesota 
National Guard. 
“Mainly for us, 
we’re the link 
between Beyond 
the Yellow Ribbon 
and our unit,” 
Moe explained.

“We’ve done 
some things like 
help with school 
shopping, or toys 
at Christmas time, 
and we’ll do some 
help around the 
house,” Staff Sgt. 
Moe says of his 
work with Beyond 
the Yellow Ribbon. 
“We also helped a 
disabled vet fix his 
porch, which was 

amazing.”
Both Staff Sgt. Moe and 

Sgt. Hauck are still active. Sgt. 
Hauck served in Afghanistan 
and Staff Sgt. Moe has served 
in both Kuwait and Iraq. They 
see the program as crucial for 
both military veterans, as well 
as current enlistees and their 
families.

By partnering with 
similar programs within 
the community, Beyond the 
Yellow Ribbon looks to make 
even more of an impact in the 
years to come. “They can still 
work on their individual goals, 
but they can do it in a way 
that benefits each other,” said 
Alstrin. “We want to create 
a system, or a process, which 
sustains itself.”

Project Got Your Back 
works in partnership with 
the Department of Defense. A 
representative from the DOD 
was also in attendance at the 
meeting.
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Tax Time is Here!
For a name you can trust, call Allyson at

Allyson Olson
Cell: 507-391-3738

allyson@aroaccounting.com

507-391-3738
507-845-2763

Two locations 
to serve you 

ARO ACCOUNTING

217 East Elm Ave • Waseca
32718 State Hwy 13 • Hartland

STOCKWELL 
ACCOUNTING

 
802 N Elm Ave

Owatonna, Minnesota

(507) 451-1873

Lisa Ackerman
Certified Tax Preparer/Accounting Services

1122 South Oak | Owatonna

wats@gofast.am | 507-451-3399

Vandal’s 
donates to 
food Shelf

Pets

Larry & Donna Bennett
4151 N. County Rd. 45
Owatonna, MN 55060
(507) 451-2203 Cell: 507-456-7977

Bennett’s
Pet Haven
Cemetery, Inc.

“Professional Cremation and Burial Services for your loving pet”
Shorty & Sue Schroht

857 Mosher Ave.
Owatonna, MN 55060

(507) 455-3204

STEELE COUNTY TIMES PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY

Tires

Mike’s  REPAIR
507-455-0388

Fax: 507-455-0486
After Hours: 507-455-0483

Tire Service
AG & Heavy Truck 

Complete Truck Parts and Service Mike Hartle
     Owner

870 32 Ave. NW
Owatonna, MN 55060

Truck Accessories

Cleaning

The lightest, most 
durable, longest 

lasting truck fenders, 
bracket kits, and truck 

accessories in the 
trucking industry.

Minimizer.com • 800-248-3855 • Blooming Prairie

Minimizer.com • 800-248-3855 • Blooming Prairie

Excavating Collision
THE ONLY AREA SHOP certified to work 
 on the 2015 Ford Aluminum F150

Collision

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
Commercial Janitorial Cleaning

Mark Reed
22 E. Main St.
Dodge Center, MN 55927

507-374-6806
1-800-569-1331

www.coreysmn.com

Cleaning Service

Vandal’s Family Market is 
helping out the Steele County 
Food Shelf by moving out 
a bunch of inventory from 
Vandal’s old wholesaler. 
Vandal’s purchases the food 
from the store and donates 
it to the food shelf. Owners 
Brandy Vandal-Holmberg and 
Brady Holmberg, with the 
help of an employee, load 
some food destined for the 
food shelf.

RAISING AGE: To purchase tobacco
FROM PAGE A2

the number of youth and young adult smokers 
in Minnesota would be reduced by 30,000 in 
the next 15 years.  

A Minnesota Youth Tobacco survey 
conducted by the National Institute of Health 
revealed that 38.7 percent of high school 
and 12 percent of middle school students in 
Minnesota used tobacco products.

There also is evidence that early smokers 
damage their brain development. Dr. Kottke, 
says, “Research suggests that nicotine 
interferes with brain maturation and can 
have long term effects on development and 
mental health”

There are critics of the proposal to increase 
the purchase age to 21.  Some say there 
should be a state law, since teenagers can buy 
products in a neighboring community that 

doesn’t have the ban. A proposal to increase 
the selling are to 21 was introduced last 
legislative session, but it did not get a hearing 
in committee.

Minnesota has made progress in reducing 
the number of smokers through legislation 
and taxing tobacco purchases.  

Look for more communities to raise the 
purchasing age to 21 and eventually for the 
Minnesota Legislature to pass the ban state-
wide, because it’s the right thing to do.

Don Heinzman is a veteran newspaper 
journalist who lives in the Twin Cities. He 
has provided editorial assistance to staff 
members of the Steele County Times in the 
past.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Lawson reports that the 
City of Blooming Prairie has 
received a Legacy grant from 
the state, the first step in 
having the Blooming Prairie 
water tower nominated as a 
historic landmark.

The grant is for $6,763. The 
grant pays for an intensive 
level survey and evaluation 
of the water tower for the 
purpose of determining 
the structure’s eligibility 
for listing on the National 
Register.

The survey is expected to 
be completed by the end of the 
year. 

If found to be eligible, 
a second Legacy grant is 
anticipated to be applied for 
to complete the nomination 
process, placing the City 
of Blooming Prairie in a 
position to seek additional 
funding for its rehabilitation. 

 The Osseo water tower 
was listed on the National 
Register last June. Osseo 
has a population of 2,752, 
compared to the population 
of Blooming Prairie listed at 
just over 2,000.

Lawson, the local EDA 
director, has been working 
with Alexa McDowell 
of AKAY Consulting, 
Minneapolis. McDowell 
completed the nomination 
process for Osseo’s water 
tower built in 1915 and she 
helped place the 1922 Elk 
River water tower on the 
National Register in 2012.

McDowell also worked 
with a preservation group 
in Manassas, Va., to support 
efforts to place its 1914 
water tower on the National 
Register, a process that was 
completed late in the summer 
of 2016.

The Osseo tower was 
listed for its historical 
significance to community 
planning and development in 
Osseo, because it promoted 
better fire fighting, provided 
fresh water to homes and 
businesses, and supported the 
growth of the community. 

These old water towers are 
architecturally significant 
because hemispherical-
bottom water towers, built 
from about the 1890s to 
about 1940, are rapidly being 
replaced by larger-capacity 
towers.

The Blooming Prairie 
water tower was built in 1925 
and has a capacity of 65,000 
gallons. Mausbach said the 
goal is to have a tower with a 
capacity of 100,000 gallons.

“The current tower 
is of the age where it has 
accumulated rust and shows 
structural fatigue” said 
Mausbach.

The Blooming Prairie City 
Council has been made aware 
of the need for increased 
water supply. In addition to 
the water tower supply, the 
city does have above ground 
water storage near the city 
utilities plant.

Mausbach said the existing 
water tower needs a painting 
job and must be brought up to 
existing safety codes.

“It looks like it would 
cost as much to renovate 
the old tower as it would 
cost to build a new tower,” 
Mausbach reasoned. He said 
a new water tower would cost 
approximately $600,000 and 
this would raise the capacity 
to 100,000 gallons.

Increasing the capacity of 
the tower would give the city 
sufficient storage to handle 
sizable population growth in 
the near future. “A new tower 
would definitely serve the 
community,” said Mausbach.

With city council input, 
Mausbach says the Public 
Utilities Commission would 
like to learn the feelings of 
the community about a new 
water tower and about saving 
the old one.

KOM Engineering has 
been working with the city 
exploring different grant 
opportunities.

Mausbach emphasizes 
there is “no way” to increase 
the capacity of the 1925 BP 
water tower. “What could 
happen is that the city would 
have two water towers,” said 
Mausbach. One would be 
workable and the other would 
be a historic landmark.

“We welcome the input of 
everyone,” Mausbach said.

BP ICON:  Saving a vintage water tower
FROM PAGE A1

The MPCA investigation 
found that Gosch did not have 
a proper permit required to 
discharge pollutants from a 
point source into the waters of 
the state. 

On Sept. 13, 2017, MPCA 
staff documented that for 
10 years Gosch discharged 
about 2,000 gallons per week 
of wastewater from a livestock 
truck wash to a Subsurface 
Sewage Treatment System 
consisting of a 2,000 gallon 
holding tank and drainfield 
with perforated tile that 
allowed for infiltration to 
subsurface soil. 

MPCA also documented 
that the drainfield was 
day-lighted and ultimately 
discharged livestock truck 
wash wastewater to the 
waters of an unnamed creek 
to south fork of the Zumbro 
River in Dodge County. This 
activity required a permit, the 
MPCA said. 

The initial penalty leveled 
against Gosch by the MPCA 
was $4,000. However, after 
he took appropriate action to 

rectify the situation within 
30 days, $2,000 of the penalty 
was forgiven. Gosch paid the 
penalty on Jan. 9. 

The MPCA issued a 
letter to Gosch on March 28 
acknowledging that he had 
completed the correction 
actions outlined in the 
original order. In the most 
recent letter, the MPCA 
thanked Gosch for his 
attention into this matter and 
his cooperation in fulfillment 
of the requirements.

Besides operating a 
livestock trucking company, 
which includes four semi 
tractor trailers, Gosch also 
runs a feedlot operation of 
swine and dairy. Records 
show the feedlot operation 
has been properly permitted 
through the MPCA. The most 
current permit was issued in 
2017 after a public comment 
period. 

In an interview with the 
Times, Gosch said there was 
“no manure” discharged into 
any watersheds through his 
truck wash bay. He said the 

trucks were all scraped and 
washed with the only possible 
pollutants being “gray water” 
disposed of in the watershed. 

“There was no hazardous 
pollutants,” Gosch said. “This 
is not a hog farm violation,” 
he pointed out. 

Gosch noted that he has 
always been good to work 
with regarding the hog 
feedlots he operates. “I’ve 
always been compliant,” he 
said. 

As for the truck wash bay, 
Gosch said he had a septic 
company install it 10 years 
ago. Gosch said the laws have 
changed since the original 
bay was put in. “I didn’t 
premeditate this,” he stressed. 
“I didn’t plan on doing 
something illegally.”

As for the MPCA’s 
investigation, Gosch said: 
“They were good to me 
because I was good to them. 
We try to do things right.”

An avid fisherman, Gosch 
said the last thing he wants to 
do is pollute the waters in his 
world. 

MPCA FINES: Truck wash complaint
FROM PAGE A1

COMMUNITIES: Yellow Ribbon help vets
FROM PAGE A1

Staff photos by Chris Baldwin
Volunteers with the Beyond the Yellow Ribbon campaign in 
Steele County are (left to right) Sarah Frazier, Carolyn Holter 
and Connie Holter. 

Beyond the 
Yellow Ribbon
Learn more about 
the program from 

The MN National Guard on 
Facebook

Or www.mnbtyr.ng.mil



BY CHRIS BALDWIN
STAFF WRITER

Folks from all over Steele 
County filtered into the 
Four Seasons Centre to taste 
samples of craft beer, and give 
back. 

The fundraiser, aptly 
named Hops for Humanity, 
is in its first year, in what 
many in the organization hope 

will become a tradition. The 
event was open to ages 21 and 
above, and was held Saturday 
afternoon. 

Ticket prices fell into three 
categories: general admission, 
designated driver, and VIP. 
By purchasing a VIP ticket, 
attendees were able to get into 

Wintry weather has forced 
the postponement of the start 
of a detour for westbound 
Highway 14 motorists who use 
the northbound Interstate 35 
on-ramp south of Owatonna, 
according to the Minnesota 
Department of Transportation.

The ramp detour is 
scheduled for Friday, April 
13. It previously had been 
scheduled for April 2. It’s one 
of several traffic changes 
taking place this month as 
the project enters Year 2 to 
replace 12 bridges south of 
Owatonna on Hwy 14 and I-35. 
The changes are subject to 
the weather, so the starting 
date might be adjusted again if 
weather delays the necessary 
work to change traffic.

Westbound Hwy 14 
motorists east of I-35 will be 
moved into the eastbound Hwy 
14 lanes, so two-way traffic will 
flow in the eastbound lanes. 
Because of this traffic change, 
westbound Hwy 14 motorists 
who want to travel north 
on I-35 will need to detour 
through the interchange 
loops at I-35 by taking the 
southbound I-35 ramp to the 
eastbound Hwy 14 ramp to the 
northbound I-35 ramp. The 
detour will remain in place 
until the two Hwy 14 bridges 
are reopened to traffic in the 
fall.

Traffic on I-35 is expected to 
change to in late-April. Two-
way traffic will be established 
in the southbound lanes, 
so workers can replace the 
bridges in the northbound 
lanes. The northbound 
Straight River Rest Area will 
close when traffic is switched, 
but the southbound Straight 
River Rest Area will be open 
for southbound traffic.

Motorists who use Steele 
County Road 18 to cross I-35 
are reminded that the road is 
closed at the bridge. It is one 
of the bridges being replaced. 
They may detour around the 
crossing by using Hwy 14.

This bridge replacement 
project is in its second of two 
years south of Owatonna. 
Twelve bridges are being 
replaced over two years on 
I-35 (eight bridges) and Hwy 14 
(four bridges). 

The theme this year’s 
National Public Health Week 
was, “Changing our Future 
Together.”  The week ran April 
2-8.

Everyone deserves to live 
a long and healthy life in a 
safe environment. To ensure 
this outcome, we must tackle 
the causes of poor health and 
disease risk among individuals 
and within our communities. 
Where we live, 
learn, work, 
worship and play 
impacts each 
of us and can 
determine our 
health and life 
expectancy. 

In the 
workplace, 
let’s partner 
across public 
and private sectors to make 
sure decisions are made with 
the public’s health in mind. 
Within our communities, let’s 
start new conversations with 
our neighbors and become 
advocates for positive change. 
Working together, we can 
build healthier communities 
and eventually, the healthiest 
nation. But we need your help 
to get there.

During each day of National 
Public Health Week, there was 
a focus on a particular public 
health topic. We consider these 
topic areas critical to our 
future success in creating the 
healthiest nation.

-Monday- Behavioral 
health, advocate for and 
promote well-being.

Hometown Living
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Heimgartner boys critique parents’ dancing skills
 

Weather 
forces road 

detour 
postponement 
by Owatonna

MAKIN BACON AND MORE
Ellendale meat processor continues 

to rack up state awards

BY HOWARD LESTRUD
STAFF WRITER

Practice is reaching a 
feverish pitch for the Rev. Heidi 
Heimgartner and husband Paul as 
they continue practicing for their 
entry into Dancing with Our Steele 
County Stars.

The eighth annual dancing 
event, sponsored by Healthy 
Seniors of Steele County, will be 
held at the Medford High School 
Auditorium on Saturday, April 28.

Known professionally and 

by friends as Pastor Heidi, 
Heimgartner has been busy 
rehearsing for the main event, 
which begins at 7 p.m. Her partner, 
of course, is Paul Heimgartner, a 
medical laboratory engineer.

Pastor Heidi is senior pastor at 
First Lutheran Church of Blooming 
Prairie.

The Heimgartners have been 
practicing almost daily in their 
garage, which has been converted 
into a dance studio. They also go 
weekly to dance lessons led by 
Brian and Lynette Dawley, Bessie 
Peterson and Steve and JoAnn 
Caron.

These coaches, of course, teach 
the Heimgartners  the various 
steps of their dance routine. “It 
helps us and we received a ‘very 
good’ from our instructors the 
other night,” Paul related. 

The Heimgartner boys, Luke 

and Jonathan, often attend the 
dance lessons. “They realize this 
is something special for mom and 
dad,” Heidi said.

If they manage to convince mom 
and dad to let them stay up later 
on some nights, the Heimgartner 
boys get out their tablets and begin 
critiquing mom and dad. Luke is 
a tougher judge than his younger 
brother, the Heimgartners agree.

The Heimgartners have never 
taken dance lessons. They say their 
routine is complex but they feel 
they are over the learning curve. 
“The teaching video we use is not 
foreign to us any more,” Heidi 
commented.

Both said they have fun together, 
dancing at wedding receptions. 
“We’ve gotten pretty good with the 
“chicken dance” and the “Hokey 
Pokey,” Paul jokes. Now, they have 
graduated to some classics.

“It’s been a neat experience and 
we feel like beginners, but we are 
always willing to try something 
new,” Heidi said.

Heidi and Paul have also talked 
to Greg and Allyson Skillestad, 
winners of the contest two years 
ago, hoping to learn from their 
experiences with dancing with the 
stars. 

The Skillestads are from 
Blooming Prairie, Greg being 
the Blooming Prairie police chief 
and Allyson a nurse for the Mayo 
Health Systems.

“It’s a real lesson in body 
movement and we have learned 
more about controlling the motion 
and holding it,” Paul says. 

BY RICK BUSSLER
PUBLISHER

Making bacon and other meat products 
have proven to be an award-winning venture 
for Steve’s Meat Market in Ellendale for the 
past 42 years. And this year is proving to be 
no different. 

As Rachael Lee, operations manager of 
Steve’s, continues to churn out various meat 
and sausage products, the awards keep piling 
up. She, along with her mother Donnavon 
Eaker, came back in mid March from the 
Minnesota Association of Meat Processors 
with 11 awards, including the coveted 
Sweepstakes Championship award for the 
second straight year.

Steve’s was founded in 1973 by Lee’s 
parents, Steve and Donnavon Eaker. Steve 
died in 2006 after battling cancer, but not 
before preparing Lee to continue the family 
legacy. Steve’s has won state and national 
awards every year since 1976. 

Just how good is Steve’s? 
Lee points to the period of when her father 

was fighting cancer. Despite his courageous 
battle and everything that went along with 
it, the meat market still managed to pull of 
winning three awards.

To this day Lee relies on her father’s 

recipes for producing the award-winning 
meats and sausages. Lee said the sausages, 
wieners, bologna are still 100 percent Steve’s 
recipes. With many other products, Lee has 
taken Steve’s basic recipes and spiced it up by 
adding something. Jalapenos and Pepper Jack 
cheeses are some of the extra ingredients 
added to many of the products these days, 
according to Lee.

“I’m not here to make a lot of changes 
because obviously he knew what he was 
doing,” Lee said. “This all comes right back to 
my dad—100 percent.”

Lee recalls one of the last times she leaned 
on her dad for advice in making specialty 
summer sausage. 

“Dad tasted it and said it’s just missing 
something,” she said. Lee worked on it by 
adding more jalapenos and a combination 
of low temperature and high temperature 
Pepper Jack cheese. She won reserve 
champion in this year’s competition with the 
Pepper Jack Summer Sausage.

Steve was big on developing value-added 
meat products, according to Lee. He enjoyed 
creating meats with wild rice, cheeses and 
berries, among other things.

SEE MAKIN BACON, B2

SEE HEALTH, B2
SEE BOTTOMS UP, B2

SEE TINY DANCERS, B2

Editor’s Note: This is the second 
part of a story that originally ran 
in last week’s edition on “Tiny 
Dancers” making their moves to 
Dancing With Our Steele County 
Stars.

Much of Rachael Lee’s inspiration in operating Steve’s Meat 
Market comes from her father, Steve Eaker, who died in 2006 after 
battling cancer. Lee learned the meat processing trade from her 
dad.

Staff photos by Rick Bussler 
Donnavon Eaker, left , and Rachael Lee, of Steve’s Meat Market proudly show off the coveted Sweepstakes Award they won at the Minnesota Association of Meat 
Processors annual convention in St. Cloud last month. Steve’s earned 11 awards for excellence in smoked and cured meat products during the competition. Eaker has 
operated the meat market in Ellendale since 1973.

Bottoms Up!
Habit for Humanity brews craft beer fundraiser

Changing 
the future 
of health

Staff photos by Chris Baldwin
It was bottoms up for hundreds of people Saturday afternoon at the Four Seasons Centre in 
Owatonna. They enjoyed 18 kinds of craft beer during the Hops for Humanity event, which was a 
fundraiser for the Steele-Waseca Habitat for Humanity organization. Organizers deemed the first 
ever event as a success and plan to bring it back again next year.

Roggenbuck
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At this year’s state 

contest, Lee was awarded 
two grand champions for 
wieners and prepared food 
item, which was a smoked 
prime rib roast. She won 
a champion award for 
specialty bacon (warm 
bourbon 
bacon) 
and three 
champion 
awards 
for small 
diameter 
traditional 
sausage 
(Polish 
sausage), 
cooked 
summer 
sausage 
and fresh 
specialty small diameter 
sausage (Pepper Jack 
bratwurst). 

In addition to the 
Pepper Jack summer 
sausage, the other reserve 
championships came in 
ring bologna, specialty 
small diameter sausage 
(pepper jack sausage), 
whole bone-in smoked ham 
and specialty snack stick 
(pepper jack snack sticks). 

The Sweepstakes award 
is given out to the person 
with the highest total 
points for the overall 
product show. 

“I feel like my dad is 
saying you’re doing a good 
job,” Lee said. “It’s pretty 
neat.”

Added Donnavon, “The 
stars were lined up.”

Even though Steve has 
been gone for 12 years, 
Lee still feels his presence 
while cutting meat. “He’s 
still here every day,” Lee 
says. “He still leads me. 
I talk to him quite a bit. 
He still has a finger right 
here.”

Lee credits her 
competitiveness in the 
state and national contests 
to both her parents. She 
said they taught her how 
to work hard and try 
to always make a good 
product. 

“It’s labor intense,” Lee 
said of the meat business. 
“It’s not an easy business. 
It’s a physical job,” she 
added.

But she comes away 
with great satisfaction at 
the end of the day.

“I feel good about what 
I do,” Lee said. “I work 
hard to produce something 
good.”

Donnavon said she 
always taught both of her 
girls to have a good work 
ethic. “They learned how 

to work,” she said. “It’s not 
just handed to them,” she 
added. 

Hard work, Donnavon 
said, seems to be a dying 
art these days for the 
younger generation. 

Besides the retail 
store in 
downtown 
Ellendale, 
Steve’s 
products 
are also 
sold in 
area retail 
stores 
under the 
Steve’s 
Smokey 
Acres label 
and on 
privately 

labeled products sold 
in other retail stores 
throughout the Midwest. 
Steve’s has provided meats 
for the Lunds and Byerlys 
stores in the Twin Cities 
since 1993.  

Just last fall, Steve’s 
added the first meat 
vending machine in 
Minnesota outside their 
store in which customers 
can access any time 24/7. 

Steve’s, which is a USDA 
inspected meat plant, 
produces more than 285 
specialty meat and sausage 
products. Snack sticks 
are the top seller today. 
Donnavon noted when they 
opened in 1973, the only 
products they made were 
hams, bacon and dried 
beef.

And just in case you’re 
keeping track, after the 
newest awards, Steve’s is 
up to more than 390 state 
and national awards, most 
of which are displayed in 
the retail store. 

Asked what the secret is 
to their on-going success, 
Donnavon responded, 
“Just put your head down 
and go to work. Don’t be 
afraid to learn.”

Donnavon said her 
husband wrote down all 
the recipes in a notebook 
before he died, but he 
never gave them out to 
anyone. And as for the 
notebook, Donnavon said 
referring to her daughter, 
“She’s very protective of 
it.”

Looking back on the 
past 45 years, Donnavon 
said, “I was his (Steve’s) 
cheerleader, and now I am 
hers (Rachael’s).” 

“I feel good about 
what I do. I work hard 
to produce something 

good.”

-Rachael Lee
Steve’s Meat Market

The Heimgartners critique one another and 
have gotten to know one another’s steps. “It’s 
an enjoyable 2-3 hours of practice looking at 
one another and it helps our personal growth,” 
says Heidi. “What a gift.”

Each couple has been challenged to sell 
tickets and find sponsors. Pastor Heidi said 
it has not been difficult in Blooming Prairie 
because of the “tremendous support” always 
shown for community endeavors. Heidi and 
Paul have gotten over two dozen sponsorships.

“Blooming Prairie has been so giving and 
we have received some wonderful prizes for 
the silent auction,” Heidi said.

The auction begins at 6 p.m. and the 
program follows at 7 p.m.

An interesting feature of the competition 
comes at intermission when attendees and 
dancers go to the commons area and share 
some refreshments.

This is a time when dancers mingle with 
the crowd and lobby for votes.

This year’s event will feature 10 couples. 
Spectators will be able to vote for their favorite 
dancers.

Four different awards are presented at the 
conclusion of the dance event.

The Judges’ Award is based on 
performance. The Audience Choice Award 
category includes results from the public 
voting. 

Last year, Patty and John Kark were the 
overall winners determined by a total of 
cumulative points earned from three areas: 
judges score, audience choice ranking and 
fundraising ranking. 

The top award for fund raising last year 
was earned by Holly Larson and Brad Kubat, 
the couple raising over $9,000. 

Both Paul and Heidi admit that they do 

not watch the weekly Dancing with the Stars 
television show. “We have watched show 
highlights on the computer,” Paul said. 

Heidi and Paul expect a large contingency 
from Blooming Prairie plus their families to 
be at the dance competition. 

“People have been so supportive and 
we hope they root for us,” Heidi and Paul 
concluded.

Staff photos by Howard Lestrud
The Rev. Heidi Heimgartner and husband 
Paul represent one of the couples entered 
in Dancing with Our Steele County Stars 
competition  Saturday, April 28 in Medford. 
The Heimgartners are shown with sons Luke, 
and Jonathan, right at the installation of 
Pastor Heidi as senior pastor at First Lutheran 
Church of Blooming Prairie earlier this year.

-Tuesday- Communicable 
diseases, learn about 
ways to prevent disease 
transmission.

- Wednesday- 
Environmental health, help 
to protect and maintain a 
healthy planet.

- Thursday- Injury and 
violence prevention, learn 
about the effects of injury 
and violence on health.

- Friday- Ensuring the 
Right to Health, advocate for 
everyone’s right to a healthy 
life.

We hope you will join 
Steele County Public Health 
in becoming a part of a 
growing movement to create 
the healthiest nation in one 
generation! 

For more information visit 
the website at:  www.nphw.
org.  For more information 
on the services that Steele 
County Public Health 
provides visit our website at:  
www.co.steele.mn.us or give 
us a call at:  507-444-7650. 

Amy Roggenbuck is 
the public health director 
for Steele County. Steele 
Talkin’ is a weekly 
column featuring authors 
representing various 
groups and organizations 
throughout Steele County.

the Four Seasons an hour 
early, while designated drivers 
and general admission ticket 
holders were required to wait 
until 2 p.m. to get their hands 
on a hand crafted beer.

Taylor Herman, president 
of Habit for Humanity’s Steele 
and Waseca chapter, expects 
that it will quickly become 
an annual tradition for the 
organization.

“Of course we will plan 
on doing it again next year,” 
he said while admiring the 
crowds.  Along with tickets, 
the event also raises funds 
by selling pretzel necklaces. 
“They’re a really good palate 
cleanser,” Herman explained. 
The pretzels were donated 
by Hy-Vee and the necklaces 
were made by a class of 
Grace Lutheran Church 
confirmation students from 
Waseca.

The idea for the event 
first came after Herman and 
some of the other Habitat 
for Humanity members 
attended a similar Habitat 
for Humanity Brewfest in 
the Twin Cities. “We all 

basically thought we should do 
something like this,” he said. 

Steele and Waseca’s Habitat 
for Humanity had been 
looking for a cool way to raise 
funds and particularly wanted 
something which could draw 
crowds of younger adults, who 
may not go out for traditional 
fundraisers as much.

“We figured this would 
be a good option. We wanted 
something different, 
something fun,” Herman said. 
He and his fellow Habitat for 
Humanity members quickly 
organized the event with 
an eye towards attracting a 
younger crowd. “It’s really a 
great opportunity to expose 
people to our program,” he 
added.

This year’s event managed 
to corral 18 Breweries from 
across Minnesota, including 
the Steele Tap Co-op, a project 
in the works that aims to open 
up a brewery in downtown 
Owatonna by next year. Both 
Herman and Pat Heydon, 
with Habitat International, 
expressed their gratitude to all 
the breweries, who, according 
to Heydon, donated their time 
and their products.

Korey Borchert of Steele 
Tap says he was more than 
happy to join in. “It’s great 
to give back,” he said. “This 
is what we’re all about 
as a community oriented 
business.” Borchert and 
the folks at Steele Tap plan 
on opening as the first 
cooperative brew pub in 
Minnesota.

Although they haven’t 
ironed out the specifics, 
Borchert says that they are 
looking into utilizing the 
old Bubba’s building in the 
downtown area of Owatonna. 
“We want to serve seasonal 
style food, beer, and wine that 
rotates, but of course we’ll 
have our staples as well,” he 
said. 

Ellen Heydon, community 
engagement coordinator for 
Steele and Waseca Habit for 
Humanity, feels that it was 
great to have all the breweries 
offer their services for free. 
“It’s fantastic that so many 
breweries have lined up for 
this,” she said.

Heydon, whose mother Pat 
was heavily involved in the 
Steele and Waseca chapter 
before moving up to Habitat 
International, says that she 
felt the program was always 
a part of her family. “I love 
it. I couldn’t imagine doing 
anything else,” she said. “I 
love helping the people and 
hearing their stories.”

Both Heydon and Herman 
had nothing but praise for 

their venue. “They’ve been 
great, and they have an 
incredible crew who helped 
us with some of the setting 
up,” Heydon said, adding it’s 
a perfect venue with lots of 
parking, and bathrooms, and 
space for next year.

Many attendants were 
tasting samples to find 
their favorite beer. “So far 
they’re all good,” Bob Olson 
remarked. “It’s a great cause 
and I think they did a really 
nice job on it.”

Matt Kottke, who brews 
in his free time with Mineral 
Spring Brewing, said he 
was partial to a Hawaiian 
Porter from Grand Rounds 
Brewing. He feels craft beer 
is something of a trend these 
days. “It’s definitely taking 
off,” he said.

 “It’s good to get our 
name out there and talk to 
the guests face to face,” said 
Aaron Espy of Grand Rounds 
Brewing. “It’s definitely fun, 
we’re having a good time.” 
Espy confirmed that he and 
Grand Rounds Brewing crew 
would be back next year if 
asked.

Although they hadn’t 
sold out their 750 ticket limit, 
the event was chalked up as 
a success, as Steele county 
residents got to try some 
brews while donating a little 
money to a great program. “I 
think it’s absolutely a success. 
We’re thrilled,” Pat Heydon 
said.

JENSEN AUCTIONS        507-456-1210

JENSEN AUCTIONS

View auction on:

www.auctionsgo.com
(search by Jensen)

Jim W. Gwilt Estate
Evelyn “Cookie” Gwilt owner

AUCTIONEER
Dennis Jensen
Lic. 74-17-009
507-456-1210

jensenauctions@gmail.com

6811 SE 158th St., Blooming Prairie, MN 55917

AUCTIONs

3 TracTors 
specialiTy Tools 

anTiques 
HouseHold

Sun., Apr. 15, 2018
10 a.m.

SALE ORDER 
Tools and Household – 10:00 to 12:30 p.m.  
Tractors – 12:30 – Two rings after

Directions: From the Casey's gas station in Blooming Prairie, 
go west on 3rd St. SE which turns to Steele County 15. 1.7 
miles, turn slight right on to SE 158th St., gravel to auction. 
Watch for Jensen signs.

TRACTORs sEll @ 12:30 p.m.
Allis Chalmers “C” w/5’ belly mower, SN:70707 – Allis 
Chalmers “WC” NF, Lights, Electric start, Fenders (Partially 
Restored), Nice - 1984 Sidena by Belarus tractor, 2 cyl. air 
cooled diesel, 3-pt. W/F, 3-spd. trans w/ hi+lo, w/ KMW model 
K 115 loader, 60” bucket

lAwN TRACTOR & TIllER
Simplicity Sovereign 3212V lawn tractor, 48” deck, (all complete) 
– Yard Man 5-hp. dual direction rear tine tiller, like new

HOUsEHOld & FIsHINg
Small white chest freezer – Capri 5cu. ft., compact upright freezer 
– Glide rocker – Omni water filter – Oreck air purifier – Hunter 
Hepatech purifier – Double air mattress – Sears smoker – Garden 
hoses – Salmon hooks – (4) Stacking chairs – Boat anchor – Life 
vest – Waders size 11 – (6) Boat bumpers – Lots of small kitchen 
appliances – Lots more sale day!

ANTIqUEs
Red Wing 5 gal. crock w/handles – USA salt-glazed crock – Cast 
iron pans – Starling jet boat motor P-500 – Small washboard 
– Gopher traps- (2) Lion clubs (banks) – (13) Amoco metal 
snowmobile oil cans – 5 Gal. measure can – Ford – New Holland 
parts boards – Silver seal dispenser (metal) – Rexarc acetylene 
generator model (F-4) -AC Spark plug cleaner & checker – 
Bishman (air) bumper jack – Bishman model 880 tire changer 
– Wayne brake cabinet – Sun volt & amp tester – Napa metal 
wire & cable cabinet – 505 McCulloch 35A Chainsaw (good) – 
Collector cans – Old B/S motors – (3) 2x8 Screw jacks – (2) 1¼ 
x 8 Screw jacks 

sHOp & TOOls
Carolina Model CBP 1200 50-ton press – FMC 601  Brake lathe – 
Enco 110  1351 gear head metal lathe, 60 1550 rpm 1½” spindle, 
14207 (1996-10) nice – Sunex ½-ton transmission jack – KTS 
16-speed drill press – Black Hawk Porto-Power hand model – 
Broco Prime cut model PC/A1 port-a-kut cutting torch – Smith 
cutting torch head + gauges and cart – Large blasting box – Napa 
5-910 battery charger – Miracle paint shaker – Large 2-stage air 
compressor – (2) 14” chopsaws – Sioux AC valve grinder – 

Wel-Bilt parts washer – Airco Dip-Pak 200 mig welder – Power Mate 
plasma cutting system 40/20 amp – Lincoln 225 stick welder – Shop 
Smith Mark V #77909 good – White 1060 refrigerant recovery system 
(very good) – Skilsaw 10” table saw & stand – 5’ Welding bench 
on wheels – (2) Graco air Brl pumps – Sears-Penske auto analyzer – 
GM diesel nozzle tester – D+L key maker machine & stock rack full 
– K-D A/C test equipment set – K-D vacuum pump – Schumacher 
6V-12 battery tester – 3-Ton floor jack – Wheel balancer & B-100 
bubble type – 10” Miter saw – Powerwise Ez-go charger – Log 
chains – Drain pans – Hyd. cylinder - Nuts & bolts – S-K ¾” socket 
set w/ box – OTC 200/2000 AC/DC current clamp – OTC 500 auto 
meter – Large bench vise – Lots of welding rod – Paint guns – Paint 
supplies – Werner 10’ Fiberglass step ladder – Knipco heater – Sears 
tool chest & top – Tap & Dies – Ford hub puller – Chilton manuals – 
Brigg-Stratton service manuals – Detroit diesel engine manual – Cat 
D3C & D3CLGP tractor parts catalog – Many others not listed – (4) 
Jack stands – Many air tools – Pipe wrenchs – Hammers – Shop is 
full – Paslode 16 ga. finish nailer – Paslode F3505 power nailer

mACHINERy & mIsC. 
King Kutter 72” 3-pt. tiller (used once) – 8’ 3-pt. blade – Single 
section flex drag – 300 gal. fuel barrel w/stand (nice) – 5’x8’ tilt 
trailer w/sides, 14” tires (nice) – Tractor chains – Lot of good tires 
– Steel post – Wheel barrow – Pile of spilt wood in shed – Propane 
tank 20# & 30# & 1-100# - Agr Fab pull-type seeder – Plastic snow 
fence – Ryobi 15” weed whip – Homelite weedwhip – Remington 
Bantam chainsaw – Husky 38 chainsaw – 32” Metal door & casing 
– Crossman “357” 177 pellet gun – Holden 57 Electric fencer & 
wirer – 265 gal. fuel oil barrel 

TERms: Cash or good check w/photo ID, all major credit cards 
w/4% processing fee. All sales final, all sales selling AS-IS, where 
is. Everything must be paid for on auction day. Not responsible for 
accidents. Verbal announcements take precedence over all printed 
material
AUCTIONEER’s COmmENT: With Jim passing away, “Cookie” 
said, "Let’s sell all the tools," because she can’t use them! Jim could 
fix anything and had the tools to do it. Folks if you need tools you 
won’t want to miss this sale. Come out and enjoy the day – Thanks, 
Dennis  (Lunch and portable toilet available)

Owatonna, Minnesota

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspaper). 
At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to each 
newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. Please 
do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 4/8/2018 South

Includes FREE American Standard Right Height Toilet 
Limited Time Off er! Call Today!

FREE IN-HOME 
EVALUATION!

®

A+ RATED$1,500 in Savings INCLUDES a
FREE American Standard Toilet

Discover the world’s best 
walk-in bathtub from

5 Reasons 
American Standard 
Walk-In Tubs are your 
Best Choice

 Backed by American Standard’s 
140 years of experience

 Ultra low entry for easy 
entering and exiting
Patented Quick Drain® 
fast water removal system
Lifetime Warranty on the bath
 AND installation, INCLUDING 
labor backed by 
American Standard
44 Hydrotherapy jets for an 
invigorating massage

1

3

2

4

5

Receive a free American Standard Cadet toilet with full installation of a Liberation Walk-In Bath, Liberation Shower, or Deluxe Shower. Off er valid only while supplies last. 
Limit  one per household. Must be fi rst time purchaser. See www.walkintubs.americanstandard-us.com for other restrictions and for licensing, warranty, and company 
information.   CSLB B982796; Suff olk NY:55431H; NYC:HIC#2022748-DCA. Safety Tubs Co. LLC does not sell in Nassau NY, Westchester NY, Putnam NY, Rockland NY. 

844-779-0918

$1,500 SAVINGS
WINDOW
SALE!!!

Family Owned and Operated
CUSTOM WINDOWS PLUS • 712-720-0759

• Free Installation
• Lifetime Warranty
• Financing Available:
12 MONTHS SAME AS CASH

*White vinyl, double hung, double pane windows; four windows
minimum; up to 101 ui. Standard installation includes removal

of wood windows without capping or Low E.

ANY SIZE INSTALLED*

$279
STARTING AT

BOTTOMS UP: Craft beer fundraiser
FROM TINY DANCERS, B1



BY CHRIS BALDWIN
STAFF WRITER

With the prevalence 
of technology, cars 
today are becoming 
more sophisticated, 
more connected, and 
more distracting. This, 

in conjunction with the 
widespread use of cell 
phones and common, 
traditional distractions 
such as the radio, has 
become an epidemic for 
drivers.

Last Thursday the 
Steele County History 
Center hosted a panel of 

five experts who fielded 
questions on subjects 
including distracted 
driving, rules and 
regulations, and crash 
reconstruction. The 
presentation, titled 

Blotter Spotlight: Suspicion: On March 28 at 8:48 p.m., a Dodge Center woman called deputies when a suspicious male came up to 
her door in the 200 block of 1st St. NW and asked about a moving sale from an ad on Craigslist with her address. BLOTTER 

SPOTLIGHT

COURT NEWS
Steele County

The following cases were 
heard in Steele County District 
Court the week of March 26 
with Judge Joseph A. Bueltel 
presiding: 

Jesse J. Bruley, 31, Austin, 
previously appeared and 
was convicted of felony 
possession of marijuana and 
gross misdemeanor cancelled 
license. The defendant 
was sentenced to $131, 19 
days in county jail, maintain 
employment, no alcohol 
or controlled substance 
use, do not enter liquor 
establishments, chemical 
dependency evaluation, obtain 
permission to leave the state, 
cognitive skill training, attend 
one sober support group 
weekly, enter New Beginnings, 
50 hours of community service 
and 3 years of supervised 
probation. 

Jeffrey L. Jones, 30, 
Waseca, previously appeared 
and was convicted of felony 
possession of marijuana. 
He was sentenced to $381, 
24 days in county jail, no 
possession of firearms, 
no alcohol or controlled 
substance use, do not 
enter liquor establishments, 
chemical dependency 
evaluation, mental health 
evaluation, maintain 
employment, attend two sober 
support groups and 3 years of 
supervised probation. 

Tanner T. Maloney, 
26, Owatonna, previously 
appeared and was convicted 
of felony criminal sexual 
conduct. He was sentenced 
to $581, 270 days in county 
jail, no possession of firearms, 
obtain employment, no alcohol 
or controlled substance 
use, do not enter liquor 
establishments, attend sex 
offender program, no contact 
with victim, predatory offender 
registration, no possession 
of pornography, submit to 
polygraph tests as directed, 
no access to internet without 
approval, obtain permission 
to leave the state, no contact 
with minors and 7 years of 
supervised probation. 

Jacob T. Salisbury, 
28, Owatonna, previously 
appeared and was convicted 
of felony criminal sexual 
conduct and misdemeanor 
violation of domestic abuse 
no contact order. Salisbury 
was sentenced to $581, 
1 year in county jail, no 
possession of firearms, 
maintain employment, 
no alcohol or controlled 
substance use, do not 
enter liquor establishments, 
chemical dependency 
evaluation, attend sex 
offender program, no contact 
with victim, predatory offender 
registration, no possession 
of pornography, no access 
to internet without approval, 
submit to polygraph test 
as directed, no contract 
with minors and 10 years of 
supervised probation. 

Blas O. Varela Jr., 19, 
Owatonna, previously 
appeared and was convicted 
of felony criminal sexual 
conduct – significant 
relationship with victim 16-
17. He was sentenced to 
$581, 30 days in county jail, 
no possession of firearms, 
obtain employment, no alcohol 
or controlled substance 
use, do not enter liquor 
establishments, chemical 
dependency evaluation, 
attend sex offender program, 
no contact with victim or 
minors, predatory offender 
registration, no possession 
of pornography, submit to 
polygraph examination as 
directed, no access to internet 
without approval, obtain 
permission to leave the state 
and 10 years of supervised 
probation. 

The following misdemeanors 
and petty misdemeanors were 
heard in Steele County District 

Court the week of March 26 
– 30: 

BLOOMING PRAIRIE
POLICE DEPARTMENT 

Maria I. Banda-
Dezamarripa, 59, Blooming 
Prairie, no license and no 
insurance, $381. .  

MN STATE PATROL
ROCHESTER

Elizabeth M. Burrow-
Galbrecht, 17, Northfield, 
speeding, $221; Lisa J. Dodd, 
55, New Richland, failure to 
stop at red light, $131; Karina 
Y. Funez-Perez, 24, Willmar, 
no license, $181; John M. 
Houston, 74, Pittsville, WI, 
speeding, $141; Abdikarin 
A. Hussein, 27, Burnsville, 
speeding, $121; Alexander 
J. Larsen, 22, Eagan, unsafe 
lane usage, $100; Thomas S. 
Mack, 18, Waseca, speeding, 
$121; Candi R. Preheim, 39, 
Ironwood, MI, possession of 
paraphernalia, $281; Arlando 
J. Ramirez, 27, Owatonna, 
window tint violation, $131; 
Andrew J. Umshler, 18, Omaha, 
NE, speeding, $131.  

OWATONNA POLICE
DEPARTMENT

Faisal Abdullahi, 28, 
Shakopee, theft of services, 
$131 and 90 days in county 
jail; Faisal M. Abdullahi, 28, 
Shakopee, motor vehicle theft, 
$131 and 1 year in county jail; 
Dustin E. Ball, 27, Owatonna, 
domestic assault, $381, 30 
days in county jail, maintain 
employment, no alcohol 
or controlled substance 
use, do not enter liquor 
establishments, no contact 
with victim, obtain GED, obtain 
permission to leave the state, 
domestic abuse evaluation 
and 1 year of supervised 
probation; Jacob P. Banks, 25, 
Owatonna, theft, $1,840.11 
and 45 days in county jail; 
Amy J. Burbie, 41, Medford, 
texting while driving, $131; 
Laura L. Drake, 39, Waseca, 
theft, stay of adjudication, 1 
year of supervised probation; 
Jessica A. Hayes, 34, Waseca, 
revoked license and failure to 
yield, $321; Tina M. Hermes, 
43, Owatonna, registration 
violation, $181; Lindsey R. 
Hugstad-Vaa, 33, Owatonna, 
expired license and no 
insurance, $381;  Jacob R. 
Knutson, 42, disorderly 
conduct, $381, 5 days in 
county jail, Substance Abuse 
Subtle Screening Inventory 
and 1 year of supervised 
probation; Alexander J. 
Kovich, 18, Owatonna, 
possession of paraphernalia, 
$131; Gene M. Kuehn, 53, 
Pine River, DWI, $606, 30 
days in county jail, chemical 
dependency evaluation, 
no alcohol or controlled 
substance use, do not enter 
liquor establishments, 208 
hours of community service 
and 2 years of supervised 
probation; Tyler L. Lockman, 
30, Owatonna, possession of 
paraphernalia and marijuana, 
$181; Wuilson A. Lopez Reyes, 
38, Willmar, cancelled license, 
$281; Tralanar M. Madlock-
Hitchcock, 22, Waseca, 
theft, $181; Joseph J. Meyer, 
38, Faribault, failure to obey 
traffic control device, $131; 
Heather J. St. Dennis, 33, 
Owatonna, DWI, $406, 1 
day in county jail, no alcohol 
or controlled substance 
use, do not enter liquor 
establishments, chemical 
dependency evaluation, 
attend MADD impact panel, 
obtain permission to leave 
the state, comply with Ignition 
Interlock program and 1 year 
of supervised probation; 
Jasmynn M. Stechmann, 18, 
Owatonna, speeding, $121. 

STEELE COUNTY 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Ismail O. Awdeer, 36, Eagan, 
speeding, $121; Barre Y. Barre, 
25, Mankato, suspended 
license and speeding, $331; 
Zachary A. Baumgartner, 23, 
Owatonna, expired tabs, $111; 
Audreyona R. Chavez-Lorenz, 
36, Brownsdale, speeding, 
$221; Rileigh E. Goettl, 18, 
Owatonna, speeding, $141; 
Richard C. Jones, 51, Medford, 

speeding, $121; Thomas J. 
Kraus, 59, Owatonna, DWI, 
$406, 2 days in county jail, 
chemical dependency 
evaluation, attend MADD 
impact panel and 1 year of 
supervised probation; Haylee 
E. Kremmin, 24, Owatonna, 
controlled substance crime, 
stay of adjudication, $100, 11 
days in county jail, no alcohol 
or controlled substance use, 
chemical dependency 
evaluation, mental health 
evaluation, obtain permission 
to leave the state and 2 years 
of probation; John T. McGuire, 
37, Owatonna, DWI, $131 and 
200 days in county jail; Francis 
J. Moore, 21, Richfield, 
speeding, $221; Deisy J. 
Robles-de Jesus, 35, 
Owatonna, no license, $181; 
River J. Thompson, 18, 
Owatonna, stop sign and 
speeding, $171; Alexander J. 
Van Bogart, 22, Faribault, 
assault, $1,156.53, 16 days in 
county jail, no possession of 
firearms, maintain 
employment, no alcohol or 
controlled substance use, do 
not enter liquor 
establishments, no contact 
with victim, obtain permission 
to leave the state and 2 years 
of supervised probation; Keith 
G. Werness, 57, Edina, 
speeding, $121. 

POLICE BLOTTER
Steele County

BLOOMING PRAIRIE POLICE

APRIL 2
Disturbance: Police 
arrested a subject following a 
disturbance in the 300 block 
of 2nd St. SE at 2:44 a.m. 

April 5
Domestic: Police responded 
to a domestic disturbance in 
the 400 block of 3rd St. SE at 
7:29 p.m. 

OWATONNA POLICE

March 30 

Warrant: At 9:07 a.m., police 
arrested a juvenile for an 
outstanding warrant in the 
400 block of Hillsdale St. NW. 
Forgery: Counterfeit money 
was reported in the 400 block 
of North St. W. at 1:02 p.m. 
Warrant: Officer made a 
warrant arrest in the 400 block 
of Walnut Ave. S. at 4:56 p.m. 

March 31
Shoplifting: At 7:08 p.m., 
police arrested a juvenile for 
shoplifting in the 1100 block of 
Frontage Rd. W. 
Arrest: Police arrested a 
motorist during a traffic stop at 
St. Paul Rd. NE and 15th St. NE 
at 10:21 p.m. 

April 1
DWI: Police made a DWI arrest 
in the 1100 block of Frontage 
Rd. W. at 12:21 a.m. 
Hit and Run: At 9 a.m., a hit 
and run accident resulting in 
property damage occurred in 
the 200 block of Riverside Ave. 
NW. 

April 2
Warrant: Police arrested a 
juvenile for an outstanding 
warrant in the 400 block of 
School St. E. at 9:53 a.m. 
Criminal Sexual Conduct: 
Police began an investigation 
of criminal sexual conduct in 
the 1800 block of Rosewood 
Dr. NW at 10:59 a.m. 
Fraud: Officer took a report 
of a fraud incident in the 1000 
block of Frontage Rd. W. at 
12:56 p.m. 

April 3 
Suspicion: At 5:04 a.m., 
officers responded to 
suspicious activity at 
Broadway St. E. and Grove 
Ave. N. They took a subject 
into custody. 
Fraud: A fraud incident 
occurred in the 800 block of 
Oak Ave. S. at 11:19 a.m. 

April 4 
Vandalism: Property damage 
was reported in the 600 block 
of Hilltop Ave. SW at 7:27 

a.m. and the 1100 block of 
Frontage Rd. W. at 11:14 p.m. 
Warrant: Officer made a 
warrant arrest in the 300 block 
of Mineral Springs Road NE at 
8:55 p.m. 

April 5
Fraud: At 8:24 a.m., a fraud 
incident occurred in the 700 
block of Lee St. NE. 
Shoplifting: Officer issued a 
shoplifting citation in the 1100 
block of Frontage Rd. W. at 
9:13 a.m. 
Hit and Run: At 2:17 p.m., a 
hit and run accident resulting 
in property damage occurred 
in the 1100 block of Frontage 
Rd. W. 

STEELE COUNTY SHERIFF

March 30 
DWI: Deputies arrested a 
motorist for driving while 
intoxicated in the 22000 block 
of 46th St. NW in Owatonna at 
12:51 a.m. 
Crash: At 10:46 p.m., a motor 
vehicle accident resulting in 
property damage occurred in 
the 5400 block of Rose St. in 
Havana Township. 

March 31
Theft: Deputy took a theft 
report in the 6800 block of 
Frontage Rd. W. in Medford at 
9:05 p.m. 

April 3
Crash: Paramedics and 
deputies responded to a motor 
vehicle accident with injuries 
on U.S. Highway 218 in Aurora 
Township at 4:37 a.m. 
Warrant: Deputy made a 
warrant arrest at Cedar Ave. 
and 69th St. NE in Medford 
Township at 5:01 p.m. 
Theft: Deputy took a theft 
report in the 3200 block of 
26th St. NW in Owatonna 
Township at 6:39 p.m. 

April 4
Domestic: Deputies 
responded to a domestic 
disturbance in the 84000 
block of 23rd St. NW in 
Meriden Township at 1 a.m. 
Crash: At 7:58 a.m., a motor 
vehicle accident occurred at 
Cedar Ave. and 69th St. NW in 
Medford. 

April 5 
Harassment: Deputies 
responded to a harassment 
incident in the 41000 block 
of 66th St. NW in Medford 
Township at 7:59 a.m. 
Thefts: Deputies took theft 
reports in the 200 block of 4th 
Ave. W. in Ellendale at 8:19 a.m. 
and the 300 block of 6th Ave. 
W. in Ellendale at 5 p.m. 

COURT NEWS
Dodge County

The following misdemeanors 
and petty misdemeanors were 
heard in Dodge County District 
Court the week of March 19 
– 26: 

Amanda J. Casey, 32, Cedar 
Falls, IA, previously appeared 
and was convicted of felony 
motor vehicle theft. She was 
sentenced to 17 months in 
Shakopee State Prison. 

Travis W. Jackson, 38, 
Owatonna, previously 
appeared and was convicted 
of felony violation of 
restraining order. Jackson 
was sentenced to $205, 43 
days in county jail, no alcohol 
or controlled substance 
use, do not enter liquor 
establishments, no contact 
with victim, cognitive skill 
training, no possession of 
firearms, domestic abuse 
evaluation, cooperate with 
CPS and 5 years of supervised 
probation. 

Kasee M. Walker, 27, Hayfield, 
previously appeared and was 
convicted of felony financial 
transaction card fraud. The 
defendant was sentenced 
to $8,205, 57 days in county 
jail, no alcohol or controlled 
substance abuse, do not enter 
liquor establishments, no 

possession of firearms, mental 
health evaluation, complete 
drug court and 10 years of 
supervised probation. 

The following misdemeanors 
and petty misdemeanors were 
heard in Dodge County District 
Court the week of March 26 – 
April 2: 

Dodge County
Sheriff’s Office

Oba H. Folden, 66, Groveport, 
OH, speeding, $120; Miguel 
A. Gastelum, 42, Kasson, 
invalid license, $180; Irvin 
S. Gomez Rivas, 22, Spring 
Valley, parking violation, 
$32; Jesus H. Gutierrez, 22, 
Blaine, revoked license, $300; 
Lynn A. Hoffmann, 51, Pine 
Island, speeding, $140; Troy 
D. Homme, 45, Dodge Center, 
parking violation, $32; 

Alize L. Johnson, 19, Dodge 
Center, permit offense, $180; 
Robyn A. Lee, 43, Byron, 
speeding, $120; Samuel H. 
Olive, 22, Hayfield, parking 
violation, $32; Joshua D. 
Peterson, 36, Claremont, 
expired registration and no 
insurance, $310; Hector 
Rodriguez, 30, Kasson, invalid 
license and no child passenger 
restraint system, $230;

 Kyle R. Sim, 30, Rochester, 
revoked license and no plates, 
$380; Tessa A. Sjol, 22, West 
Concord, permit offense, $180; 
Cole D. Stadler, 42, Hayfield, 
parking violation, $32; Tyler 
B. Stroud, 30, St. Cloud, 
tampering with motor vehicle, 
90 days in county jail; Anthony 
M. Suazo, 22, Owatonna, 
assault, $380 and 1 year of 
probation; Patricia M. Utech, 
53, Dodge Center, parking 
violation, $32; 

Stephen F. Vlach, 24, Hayfield, 
parking violation, $32; Andrew 
B. Wanek, 27, West Concord, 
parking violation, $32; Jordan 
C. Ward, 19, Rochester, 
suspended license and 
careless driving, $580 and 
1 year of probation; Albert 
Zamarripa, 20, Hayfield, 
assault, $380 and 1 year or 
probation. 

Kasson Police
Department

Lorne N. Deraad, 49, Kasson, 
parking violation, $32; Patrick 
J. Elmore, 39, Kasson, parking 
violation, $32; David F. King, 
57, Kasson, possession of 
firearm and cancelled license, 
1 year in county jail, no alcohol 
or controlled substance 
use, do not enter liquor 
establishments, chemical 
dependency evaluation, no 
possession of firearms, mental 
health evaluation and 2 years 
of supervised probation; 

Dallas J. Laqua, 23, Kasson, 
parking violation, $32; Bethany 
L. Maynard, 19, Oronoco, 
underage drinking and driving, 
$380, no alcohol or controlled 
substance use and 1 year of 
probation; Jordan L. Mitchell, 
21, Kasson, seat belt, $105; 

Angelina L. Schultze, 33, 
Mantorville, failure to stop 
for school bus, stay of 
adjudication, $200 and 1 
year of probation; Tyler S. 
Seelbinder, 18, Pine Island, 
underage drinking and driving 
and open bottle, stay of 
adjudication, $380, no alcohol 
or controlled substance use, 
30 hours of community service 
and 1 year of supervised 
probation. 

MN State Patrol
Rochester

Jeremy A. Banks, 40, West 
Concord, seat belt, $105; 
Caleb K. Bear, 28, Owatonna, 
speeding, $120; Carter J. 
Behnken, 19, Waltham, 
speeding, $120; Samantha 
H. Doring, 22, Dodge Center, 
speeding, $130; Jessica M. 
Edgar, 18, Kasson, speeding, 
$120; 

Alexann I. Johnson-Lloyd, 
19, Rochester, speeding, 
$130; Jorge P. Pena, 58, Kings 
Mountain, NC, speeding, 
$120; Heather M. Predmore, 

35, Kasson, speeding and 
revoked license, $340; Johnny 
V. Sarceno Guzman, 26, 
Rochester, revoked license, 
$500; Archie Tart, 47, Kasson, 
speeding, $130; Audrey J. 
Tebo, 82, Faribault, speeding, 
$120; Andrew J. Weiss, 29, 
Owatonna, speeding, $130. 

West Concord
Police Department

Lane D. Aarsvold, 18, Dodge 
Center, speeding, $140; 
Alexandra A. Ohm, 21, Elgin, 
parking violation, $32; Tessa A. 
Sjol, 22, West Concord, parking 
violation, $32. 

 

POLICE BLOTTER
Dodge County

 

The Dodge County Sheriff’s 
Office handled 172 complaints 
during the week of March 28 
– April 3. Some of them 
include: 

March 28 
Disorderly Conduct: 
Deputies found disorderly 
conduct on 6th Ave. SE in 
Hayfield at 11:37 a.m. 
Fraud: At 12:36 p.m., a fraud 
incident occurred in the 
200 block of Front St. W. in 
Claremont. 
Criminal Damage: Deputies 
took a report of criminal 
damage to property on 1st St. 
SE in Hayfield at 7:51 p.m. 

March 29 
Dumping: At 11:31 a.m., 
a Dodge Center resident 
called deputies when people 
were dumping trash in his 
dumpsters on Main St. W. 

Suspicion: Deputies 
responded to suspicious 
activity in the 16800 block of 
585th St. in West Concord at 
10:16 p.m. 

March 30 

Suspicion: At 2:03 a.m., a 
woman called deputies when 
a subject was ringing her 
doorbell and pounding on her 
door in the 200 block of 4th 
Ave. SE in Dodge Center. 
Suspicious Activity: 
Deputies found lights on in a 
utility shed in the 67500 block 
of 130th Ave. in Claremont at 
2:19 a.m. 
Larceny: Deputy took a 
larceny report in the 100 block 
of Hayes St. N. in Claremont at 
7:44 a.m. 
Animal Bite: At 12:27 p.m., an 
animal bite occurred in the 400 
block of 7th St. NW in Dodge 
Center. 
Juvenile: Deputies received a 
complaint of a 2-year-old boy 
walking up the road by himself 
on Airport Dr. N. in Dodge 
Center at 8:07 p.m. 

April 1 
Larceny: At 4:44 p.m., a 
Hayfield citizen reported the 
theft and use of his EBT card 
from the 100 block of 6th Ave. 
NE. 
Fireworks: Deputies received 
a fireworks complaint from the 
61500 block of 200th Ave. in 
Dodge Center at 7:34 p.m. 

April 2
Suspicion: At 2:01 a.m., a 
Dodge Center woman reported 
a subject was ringing her 
doorbell and pounding on her 
door in the 200 block of 4th 
Ave. SE. 
Animal: A Hayfield citizen 
reported that 8 to 10 cattle 
were in his backyard in the 
21900 block of State Hwy. 30 
at 6:37 a.m. 
Fire: Deputies found a burning 
fire at 710th St. and 250th 
Ave. in Hayfield at 7:20 p.m. 
Fraud: At 7:45 p.m., a fraud 
incident occurred in the 60800 
block of 221st Ave. in Dodge 
Center. 

April 3
Fraud: Deputy took a report 
of a fraud in the 300 block of 
9th St. NW in Dodge Center at 
10:45 a.m. 
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CRIME BRIEF

Ellendale man picked up twice in same night
RULES OF THE ROAD

Safety experts hold panel on safe driving
A man from Ellendale didn’t 

seem to have very good luck 
as he was picked up twice in 
the same night for the same 
violations. 

Owatonna Police stopped 
Matthew Reiter, 31, as he was 
driving with an equipment 
violation near the intersection of 
Grove Avenue and Main Street 
on March 31 around 10 p.m. The 

officer found Reiter had a 
revoked driver’s license, 
and he could not provide 
proof of valid insurance, 
police said. 

Reiter was issued a 
citation for those offenses 
and released at the scene. 
The vehicle was legally 
parked and left alongside 
the roadway. Police told Reiter to 

find a valid driver to move the 
vehicle.

About 30 minutes later, 
the same officer saw the 
same vehicle with the same 
equipment violation and the 
same driver operating in the 
1500 block of St. Paul Road. 

This time, however, Reiter 
was taken into custody and 

jailed. 

Reiter
SEE RULES, B8
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perience to our team,” Ren-
berg said. “We expect him to 
contribute to the continuing 
success of Minimizer.”

Scott Holm, Minimizer’s 
new Northwest-
ern Territory 
Manager, has 
spent a num-
ber of years in 
the heavy duty 
trucking market.

Holm’s ter-
ritory includes 
Washington, 

Oregon, Idaho and Utah.
“Scott is familiar with most 

of our customers in that 
area,” Renberg said. “Train-
ing and educating dealer 
personnel and their custom-
ers was a major activity in his 
previous position and will fit 
very well with our sales and 
training objectives.”

Both Cook and Holm 
started at Minimizer in late 
February. To contact them, 
visit www.minimizer.com.

Thankfully for Minimizer, its 
two newest Territory Manag-
ers have that particular area 
covered.

“Experience is crucial 
in this industry,” Minimizer 
Senior Director of Sales 
Greg Renberg said. “Often 
times, it seems like everyone 
knows everyone, so it can 
be difficult for outsiders to 
get comfortable and build 

relationships.”
Minimizer’s 

new Mideast 
Territory Man-
ager Geoffrey 
(Geoff) Cook 
brings knowl-
edge of the af-
termarket sales 
process and has 

experience calling on both 
the construction and trailer 
markets.

Cook’s territory includes 
Michigan, Indiana, Ohio, 
Pennsylvania, Delaware, 
Maryland, West Virginia and 
Virginia.

“Geoff brings valuable ex-

Turtle Creek 
Nursery Christmas 

tree sales to 
benefit Owatonna 

Foundation

Turtle Creek Nursery is 
pleased to announce that it will 
be supporting the Owatonna 
Foundation this Christmas 
season. 

For each Christmas tree 
sold, three dollars of the 
sale will be donated to the 
Foundation. 

“We are extremely grateful 
to Turtle Creek for sponsoring 
this promotion that benefits 
the Foundation,” said Betsy 
Lindgren, Foundation 
president. “The holiday 
season is such a festive and 
reflective time when we see 
the best of ourselves and our 
communities come forward 

to make a better place for 
all us. This donation will go 
far in continuing our mission 
which is; improving the quality 
of life for present and future 
generations by supporting 
Owatonna projects that focus 
on community, arts, recreation, 
and education.” 

The Owatonna Foundation, 
now in its 59th year of serving 
the Owatonna community, 
provides capital grants in 
Owatonna and its environs.

Turtle Creek Nursery owner 
Eric Cornell said he is excited 
to be doing this promotion 
to benefit the Foundation. 
“They have truly touched the 
lives of everyone that lives 
in Owatonna by financially 
supporting the many projects 
they have been involved 
with,” he said. “As a business 
owner and resident, we value 
these amenities that make our 

community a wonderful place 
to live and work.”

The Foundation was 
established in 1957 with the 
goal of improving the quality 
of life for present and future 
generations of Owatonna 
residents.  Since then, the 
Owatonna Foundation has 
committed more than $11.75 
million dollars in grants to 
Owatonna projects and 
annually awards $30,000 
in scholarships for both 
traditional and non-traditional 
students.

For more information about 
the Owatonna Foundation, 
please visit our website at: 
www.owatonnafoundation.org, 
or call the office at 507-455-
2995.

Minimizer seat 
targets female 
truck drivers

The Minimizer Long Haul 
Series Seat is designed with 
a truck driver’s health and 
safety in mind, no matter their 
gender.

“Minimizer seats are not 
only comfortable for men, 
we need to remember there 
are women drivers, too,” 
Minimizer CEO and Chief 
Visionary Craig Kruckeberg 
said.  “Unfortunately, due to 
their body type, certain things 
don’t always fit them correctly, 
like their seat. It’s one of the 

reasons we came out with 
the Minimizer Seat. It will fit 
anyone perfectly!”

Minimizer met with 
numerous truck drivers, 
medical professionals and 
ergonomic specialists when 
designing the Long Haul 
Series Seat. It comes with 14 
standard features, all of which 
are used when adjusting the 
seat to fit any body type. 

“Consider a six-four, 
280-pound male truck driver 
in the same seat as a five-
six, 120-pound female truck 
driver,” Dr. Joseph Sweere 
of Northwestern Health and 
Sciences University said.  
“This is why adjustability is 
so important.  It’s a critical 
component, and it’s one of 
the reasons I have so much 
admiration for the Minimizer 
Long Haul Series Seat.”

“There are nearly 250,000 
female truckers on the 
road today, and they need 
equipment that’s going to keep 
them safe and comfortable,” 
Kruckeberg said.  “I’m happy 
to say the Minimizer Long 
Haul Series Seat fits the bill. I 
guarantee it!”

 Minimizer is a leading 
manufacturer nationwide in 
poly semi truck fenders. The 
company is based in Blooming 
Prairie.

Noble RV of Owatonna was named among the 2017 Top 50 RV Dealers in North America by RVBusiness magazine.
Accepting the award on behalf of Noble RV were (left to right): Court Fink, general sales manager at Owatonna; Mike Noble, president 
and co-owner; Blaine Stackhouse, general manager at Rochester; Pat Noble, co-owner; Kameron Gustafson, RVDA certified warranty 
administrator and service advisor; Trevor Blazek, service manager and RVDA certified service advisor and Lisa Fink, RV sales 
representative and inventory manager. 

Turtle Creek Nursery of Owatonna is getting into the holiday spirit 
by donating a portion of its Christmas tree sales to the Owatonna 
Foundation. Making the announcement were first row (left to right): 
trustees— Ray Stawarz, Dave Einhaus and Julie Rethemeier, Patty 
Cornell, Nick Poehler, and Turtle Creek owner Eric Cornell; back row: 
trustees— Bob Heers, Betsy Lindgren, Bill Beer, Todd Hale, Matt Kottke, 
and Bob Jungbluth.

If you’re in the market for 
a recreational vehicle, you 
won’t have to stray very far 
from home.

One of the top dealers in 
North America is based in 
Steele County and services 
outlets throughout southern 
Minnesota. 

RVBusiness magazine 
recently named Noble RV of 
Owatonna among the 2017 
Top 50 RV Dealers in North 
America along with only four 
other Minnesota RV dealers.

RVBusiness (RVB) 
asked recreation vehicle 
manufacturers to nominate 
dealers across the United 
States and Canada who 
exemplify best practices 
and excellence in their field. 
Nominees were invited 
to fill out comprehensive 
applications describing 
business aspects including 
customer service and 
satisfaction, employee 
training, financial planning, 
marketing and community 
involvement. 

An independent panel of 
industry experts convened at 

the RV/MH Hall of Fame in 
Elkhart, Ind., the unofficial 
“RV Capital of the World,” 
to select the RVB Top 50 
from nominated dealers who 
submitted applications.

In addition to planning the 
relocation of the Rochester 

dealership to a newly built 
Oronoco facility, another 
major focus for Noble RV 
this year has been on how 
to market to the millennial 
generation by using digital 
media and new sales and 
service techniques.

“Bringing our employees to 
the RVDA convention in Las 
Vegas is critical to keeping up 
with the rapidly changing RV 
industry,” said Mike Noble, 
president and co-owner. 

“This achievement would 
not be possible without the 
hard work of our team, their 
dedication to the industry and 
our loyal customers they serve 
every day.”

Program coordinators 
expanded the judges’ panel 

this year, bringing 
perspectives from 
even more areas of 
RV-industry business 
specialization. The extra 
hands also helped make 
lighter work of the 
applications received, 
which were in greater 
number and detail than 
any previous year, 
according to Sherman 
Goldenberg, publisher 
of RVBusiness 
magazine and founder 

of the Top 50 program. 
“As a whole, our applying 

dealers not only gave us more 
data this year, but they also 
went to great lengths to tell 
us their stories and let their 
personalities shine through,” 
Goldenberg said. “It was a 
tough job for the judges to 
narrow it down. Those who 
made the cut should be very 
proud of that achievement.”

The 2017 RVBusiness 
Top 50 Dealer recipients 

were honored at a Nov. 8 
awards reception in front of 
an all-industry audience of 
about 400 during the 2017 RV 
Dealers Association (RVDA) 
International Convention/
Expo at Bally’s Las Vegas. 
The convention was presented 
in cooperation with the RVDA 
of both the United States and 
Canada, and underwritten 
by the program’s sponsors: 
Ally Financial Inc., Cummins 
Power Generation, Dicor 
Corp., Dometic Corp., 
Freightliner Custom Chassis 
Corp., Lippert Components 
Inc., NTP-STAG, Protective 
Asset Protection and Wells 
Fargo CDF.

Noble RV, an exclusive 
RV Warranty Forever dealer, 
has four dealerships located 
in Owatonna, Minneapolis, 
Madelia and Rochester. 
Each facility is equipped 
with sales, parts, service and 
warranty departments to serve 
clients throughout southern 
Minnesota and neighboring 
states.

For more information about 
the Noble RV dealership 
locations and the exclusive 
RV Warranty Forever 
program, visit www.noblerv.
com or call 507-444-0004.
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Building a better mousetrap

It’s been the struggle for the 
ages. Man vs pest. Man conquers 
pest. Rest of pest’s family returns and 
conquers man.

There’s nothing as unsavory 
as unwanted ants to the picnic, 
mosquitoes disrupting your romantic 
sunset or your early morning trip to the 
pantry to find that a rodent has been 
chowing down on your Lucky Charms. 

There is a made in America company 
that hits even closer to home in the 
war against pests. Your next “better 
mousetrap” could be designed and built 
right here in Ellendale. 

Woodstream Corporation of 
Ellendale has a 60,000-square foot 
building that uses 40,000 square feet 
of manufacturing space and 20,000 
square feet of warehouse space. With 
58 full time people and an additional 50 
or so seasonal workers, this facility runs 
at a fervent hum all year long. 

The workforce runs 24/7 for about 
five months out of the year and this 
time of year, the plant is jumping, 
getting orders out for the spring rush as 
warmer weather brings not only a new 
crop of pests, but a larger demand to fill 
the big box store demands.

The Ellendale plant is one 
of nine plants/distribution centers that 
brandish the Woodstream name with 

other operations set up in Shenzhen 
in China, Rutland in the UK, Brampton 
in Ontario, Canada, Mechanicsburg, 
Pennsylvania, St. Joseph, 
Missouri, Knoxville, Tennessee, Denton, 
Texas, and corporate headquarters in 
Lititz, Pennsylvania. 

The local operation sends out 
about 40 percent of product to 
the final distribution centers in St. 
Joe and Mechanicsburg, while the 
other 60 percent are components 
made at the Ellendale facility. Most of 
the components are shipped to the 
Knoxville or Lititz plant for assembly 
and shipping. 

The building, which has seen plastic 
injections operations for several years 
was purchased from Zareba and North 
Central Plastics in 2010. Woodstream 
still maintains the product line for 
Zareba as well as manufacturing for 
other well-known pet care and pest 
control companies such as Victor, 
Fi-Shock, Perky-Pet, Terro, Rutland 
electric fencing, Red Snap’r, Sweeneys, 
Havahart, ElectroBraid fencing, Dr. T’s, 
and Mosquito Magnet. 

At present, the plant runs 22 molding, 
2 extrusion lines and 10 assembly 
lines.  The man at the pulse of the 
entire operation is Sr. Director of 
Molding Operations, Bryan Haugen, 
who has been with the company since 
2011. Haugen, a central Minnesota 
native now living with his family in 

Waseca, is no stranger to extrusion and 
injection molding plants and comes with 
28 years of experience. 

Back in 1989 he got his start 
at Schwann’s, molding ice cream 
containers in Marshall, Minnesota. 
From there he managed plant 
operations for various companies 
in Fremont, Indiana, (Letica) 
and Kohler, Wisconsin, (Spartech.) and 
Mankato, (Spartech, now 
Poly One Corp.). 

A feature of Woodstream is its vision 
to take new products off the drawing 
board and into production.

“All new items are usually developed 
at our corporate headquarters in 
Lititz,” said Haugen. “We put a lot 
into research and development and 
can usually take a new product to 
production in six months or less.” 

To keep up with industry standards 
and new technology, the company 
is always looking to stay ahead of 
the hoard of evolving pests and 
in addition to inventing a better 
mousetrap, they are also on the 
cutting edge of protecting the pets we 
domesticate, creating better boundaries 
for the animals who need to run, and 
secure housing and feeding for the 
birds.

An international presence right here 
in your own backyard.

By MARK DELAP 
Managing Editor 

The lightest, most durable, longest lasting 
truck fenders, bracket kits, and truck 
accessories in the trucking industry.

Minimizer.com • 800-248-3855 • Blooming Prairie
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OPEN
24 HOURS
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Diaper Drive 
drop off 

locatoins
The Steele County Dia-

per Bank, founded by Owa-
tonna Hospital Foundation 
in 2013, provides a short-
term, limited supply of free 
diapers for needy infants 
and young children living in 
Steele County.  The Foun-
dation, in partnership with 
Owatonna Hospital, part of 
Allina Health, is hosting a 
community Diaper Drive on 
Saturday, June 3 in Owa-
tonna.

“We’re accepting dona-
tions of new, disposable 
diapers from preemie to 
children’s size 7, prefera-
bly in complete unopened 
packages,” said Natalie 
Ginter, director of the Owa-
tonna Hospital Foundation. 
“Financial donations are 
also welcomed as we can 
purchase diapers in bulk at 
discounted prices, so your 
gift can have an even great-
er local impact.”

“Diapers may seem like 
something most people can 
afford but there are no gov-
ernment subsidies or pro-
grams for diapers, and they 
are actually quite expen-

sive,” said Elizabeth Keck, 
social worker and health-
care coordinator at Owa-
tonna Hospital. “I’ve seen 
many parents try to extend 
the life of a diaper because 
they didn’t have the re-
sources to buy more until 
their next paycheck – that 
is where the Steele County 
Diaper Bank can help.”

Drop off your diaper do-
nations at this location:

· Cash Wise Foods
495 W North St., Fri-

day, 11 a.m.-6 p.m. (lunch 
wagon only)

Saturday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
(lunch wagon and Diaper 
Drive)

 All proceeds from the 
lunch wagon benefit the 
Steele County Diaper Bank.

 “This is always a fun 
event for a worthy cause,” 
said Keck. “I know all of the 
families who use the Diaper 
Bank are appreciative. This 
is definitely a community 
initiative, so we appreciate 
the support.”

 For more information, 
visit allinahealth.org/owa-
tonna.

Sobrack takes 
award

Lakes & Prairies Dis-
trict Exchange Division 4 
Director Randy Sobrack, 
and immediate past presi-
dent of the Exchange Club 
of Steele County, shared 
words of appreciation after 
being awarded “Exchange 
of the Year,” during the dis-
trict’s convention awards 
banquet, May 20, at the 

Best Western Holiday 
Lodge in Clear Lake, Iowa.

 The award is presented 
to an individual who has ex-
celled in Exchange during 
the 2016-17 award year It 
includes efforts in member-
ship, leadership, volunteer-
ism and active participation 
in Exchange activities. 

The Exchange Club of 
Owatonna’s Kathy Schro-
eder, who was unable to at-
tend, received an “Exchan-
gite Hall of Fame” award. 

This is given to an individu-
al who has been a member 
of Exchange for a minimum 
of 25 years. 

It is based on the con-
tributions of the individu-
al throughout the 25-plus 
years and includes all as-
pects of Exchange (club, 
district and national). 

The Lakes & Prairies Dis-
trict consists of 22 clubs lo-
cated in Minnesota, Iowa, 
and Omaha, Nebraska.

BUSINESS BRIEFS

Randy Sobrack

536 Highway 218 S.
Blooming Prairie

www.darrickspreferredauto.com  

• Loaner Cars
• Nitrogen with Tires
• Alignment Checks
• Tire Rotation

• Battery Charging & Checks
• Pickup & Delivery within 15 miles
• Service Light Code Checks
• Free Towing for the year

FREE SERVICES
(with service work)

583-9994
24/7 Towing 507-440-0093

870 32 Ave. NW, Owatonna
Emergency or on the farm repair

507-455-0388
(After hours 507-455-0483)

Mike’s
Ag & Truck Tire
REPAIR

Minimizer CEO 
Craig Kruckeberg 

named finalist 
for award

Minnesota Business 
magazine has named Minimizer 
CEO and Chief Visionary 
Craig Kruckeberg a finalist for 
one of its 2017 Manufacturing 
Awards.

Kruckeberg is one of three 
people up for Executive of the 
Year.

“It’s a huge honor,” 
Kruckeberg said.  “I have to 
give credit to the team around 
me.  Without them, Minimizer 
wouldn’t be where we are 
today.” 

Minimizer debuted the 
poly fender more than 30 
years ago, when founder Dick 
Kruckeberg sold his invention 
out of the back of his truck.  
Craig bought the company 
from his father in 2007, and 
Minimizer has since expanded 
to nearly 100 employees.

“Innovation is the name of 
our game,” Craig said.  “We’re 
constantly looking at new 

products that are tested 
and tortured to save the 
consumer time and money.”

Each year, Minnesota 
Business recognizes 
the manufacturing 
sector for outstanding 
achievements. The 
panel of judges chose 
the finalists from a 
pool of manufacturing 
companies and 

executives.
“We really appreciate 

Minnesota Business going 
to bat for the manufacturing 
sector,” Craig said.  “We 
always hear about ‘Made in 
the USA,’ and these awards 
do their part to help celebrate 
that.” 

Winners in each category 
will be announced at an awards 
event September 28th.  Both 
winners and finalists will be 
honored in the feature story of 
the all-manufacturing October 
2017 issue of Minnesota 
Business magazine.

Production 
company adds 

new team member

Limberg Productions 
announces a new member of 
the team for Owatonnalive.
com. 

Dan Paur has joined the 
Owatonna-based company as 
advertising specialist. 

“We are excited to have Dan 

join our team to assist in our 
next period of growth, which 
includes our new live streaming 
venture that launched this 
summer,” said Scott Limberg, 
owner of Limberg Productions.

Paur resides in Owatonna 
with his family. He coaches 
Owatonna varsity girls lacrosse 
and girls varsity hockey. He 
also enjoys spending time 
with his family, playing and 
watching sports and enjoying 
the great outdoors. 

Limberg Productions is a 
video production firm that 
launched in 2011. Scott 
Limberg started the company 
with a passion for documenting 
people’s stories. Owatonnalive.
com was conceived in 2012, 
bringing the plethora of 
talent, ideas and community 
communication to a central 
location. It currently has 
around 400 videos available to 
watch around the clock at your 
convenience. 

Limberg said he wants 
people to experience all the 
great things that Steele County 
has to offer at Owatonnalive.
com.

Locally grown 
lettuce coming to area

Locally grown lettuce will 
soon be coming to the dinner 
table.

A new, breakthrough 
facility that will supply 
Midwest grocers and 
restaurants with fresh lettuce 
all year long is coming to 
Steele County.

Revol Greens is currently 
under construction on the 
west side of Interstate 
35 just south of Richie 
Brothers Auction facility 
near Medford. Workers are 
building a 30,000 square foot 
greenhouse. 

A veteran team of 
greenhouse growers is 
spearheading the project. 
They are Jay Johnson, Steve 
Amundson and Marco de 
Bruin. Johnson is also the 
founder and former owner 
of Owatonna-based Bushel 
Boy Farms, one of the first 
U.S. greenhouses to grow 
tomatoes year round. The 
trio helped grow Bushel 
Boy to the largest supplier 
of locally grown tomatoes in 
Minnesota.

Johnson said his two 
partners have been 
researching the concept of 
a lettuce greenhouse for 
a while. “They have been 
putting together a business 
plan for the past couple 
years,” he said. 

Other members of the 
Revol team include Marc 
Vergeldt, a well-known 
greenhouse crop consultant, 
and Brendon Krieg, who 
formerly managed vegetable 
buying for Target.

“Our goal is to make 

Revol Greens lettuce the 
most sustainable on the 
market,” Johnson said. 
“With 100 collective 
years of greenhouse 
growing and operating 
experience, our team is 
committed to offering 
the freshest, high-quality 
lettuce to the local 
marketplace,” he added.

Johnson said 
construction should be 
completed on the facility 
later this fall. He hopes 
the first planting of seed 
will take place by the end 
of November. Lettuce 
will be available by the 
end of December.

Revol will tap the 
latest technology in 
greenhouse innovation, 
including responsible 
and sustainable growing 
practices, to grow high-
quality lettuce year 
around. The greenhouse 
will be designed to 
maximize natural light, 
growing year-round by 
supplementing with LED 
lighting during the winter 

months. 
Another bonus with the 

facility will be that it will 
use a fraction of the water 
consumed in traditional 
growing and will cover most 
of its needs by capturing rain 
and snowmelt from its roof.

According to Johnson, 
Revol will offer several 
lettuce varieties, including 
spinach, mixed greens and 
romaine. “They will all 
be grown in a protected 
greenhouse environment 
providing optimal growing 
conditions without the use of 
pesticides or herbicides,” he 
said. 

Revol lettuce will arrive in 
area grocers and restaurants 
much faster than lettuce 
currently shipped from 
California and Arizona, 
leading to a fresher eating 
experience.

The lettuce will be shipped 
out to stores and restaurants 
within a 200 mile radius, 
Johnson said. “It will be 
delivered fresh,” he added.

Johnson said the Medford 
location was chosen because 
of its proximity to interstate 
access. “Our location, just 
south of the Twin Cities, 
gives us quick and easy 
access to Minnesota, Iowa 
and western Wisconsin 
markets, greatly reducing the 
amount of time from harvest 
to grocers’ shelves,” he said. 

Lettuce is in big demand 
right now, Johnson noted. 
“People are eating healthier,” 
he said. 

Once the greenhouse is 
operating, it will employ 
about 12 full-time people. 
Most of them will start work 
in October to gear up for the 
opening in November.
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Building a better mousetrap

It’s been the struggle for the 
ages. Man vs pest. Man conquers 
pest. Rest of pest’s family returns and 
conquers man.

There’s nothing as unsavory 
as unwanted ants to the picnic, 
mosquitoes disrupting your romantic 
sunset or your early morning trip to the 
pantry to find that a rodent has been 
chowing down on your Lucky Charms. 

There is a made in America company 
that hits even closer to home in the 
war against pests. Your next “better 
mousetrap” could be designed and built 
right here in Ellendale. 

Woodstream Corporation of 
Ellendale has a 60,000-square foot 
building that uses 40,000 square feet 
of manufacturing space and 20,000 
square feet of warehouse space. With 
58 full time people and an additional 50 
or so seasonal workers, this facility runs 
at a fervent hum all year long. 

The workforce runs 24/7 for about 
five months out of the year and this 
time of year, the plant is jumping, 
getting orders out for the spring rush as 
warmer weather brings not only a new 
crop of pests, but a larger demand to fill 
the big box store demands.

The Ellendale plant is one 
of nine plants/distribution centers that 
brandish the Woodstream name with 

other operations set up in Shenzhen 
in China, Rutland in the UK, Brampton 
in Ontario, Canada, Mechanicsburg, 
Pennsylvania, St. Joseph, 
Missouri, Knoxville, Tennessee, Denton, 
Texas, and corporate headquarters in 
Lititz, Pennsylvania. 

The local operation sends out 
about 40 percent of product to 
the final distribution centers in St. 
Joe and Mechanicsburg, while the 
other 60 percent are components 
made at the Ellendale facility. Most of 
the components are shipped to the 
Knoxville or Lititz plant for assembly 
and shipping. 

The building, which has seen plastic 
injections operations for several years 
was purchased from Zareba and North 
Central Plastics in 2010. Woodstream 
still maintains the product line for 
Zareba as well as manufacturing for 
other well-known pet care and pest 
control companies such as Victor, 
Fi-Shock, Perky-Pet, Terro, Rutland 
electric fencing, Red Snap’r, Sweeneys, 
Havahart, ElectroBraid fencing, Dr. T’s, 
and Mosquito Magnet. 

At present, the plant runs 22 molding, 
2 extrusion lines and 10 assembly 
lines.  The man at the pulse of the 
entire operation is Sr. Director of 
Molding Operations, Bryan Haugen, 
who has been with the company since 
2011. Haugen, a central Minnesota 
native now living with his family in 

Waseca, is no stranger to extrusion and 
injection molding plants and comes with 
28 years of experience. 

Back in 1989 he got his start 
at Schwann’s, molding ice cream 
containers in Marshall, Minnesota. 
From there he managed plant 
operations for various companies 
in Fremont, Indiana, (Letica) 
and Kohler, Wisconsin, (Spartech.) and 
Mankato, (Spartech, now 
Poly One Corp.). 

A feature of Woodstream is its vision 
to take new products off the drawing 
board and into production.

“All new items are usually developed 
at our corporate headquarters in 
Lititz,” said Haugen. “We put a lot 
into research and development and 
can usually take a new product to 
production in six months or less.” 

To keep up with industry standards 
and new technology, the company 
is always looking to stay ahead of 
the hoard of evolving pests and 
in addition to inventing a better 
mousetrap, they are also on the 
cutting edge of protecting the pets we 
domesticate, creating better boundaries 
for the animals who need to run, and 
secure housing and feeding for the 
birds.

An international presence right here 
in your own backyard.

By MARK DELAP 
Managing Editor 

The lightest, most durable, longest lasting 
truck fenders, bracket kits, and truck 
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Diaper Drive 
drop off 

locatoins
The Steele County Dia-

per Bank, founded by Owa-
tonna Hospital Foundation 
in 2013, provides a short-
term, limited supply of free 
diapers for needy infants 
and young children living in 
Steele County.  The Foun-
dation, in partnership with 
Owatonna Hospital, part of 
Allina Health, is hosting a 
community Diaper Drive on 
Saturday, June 3 in Owa-
tonna.

“We’re accepting dona-
tions of new, disposable 
diapers from preemie to 
children’s size 7, prefera-
bly in complete unopened 
packages,” said Natalie 
Ginter, director of the Owa-
tonna Hospital Foundation. 
“Financial donations are 
also welcomed as we can 
purchase diapers in bulk at 
discounted prices, so your 
gift can have an even great-
er local impact.”

“Diapers may seem like 
something most people can 
afford but there are no gov-
ernment subsidies or pro-
grams for diapers, and they 
are actually quite expen-

sive,” said Elizabeth Keck, 
social worker and health-
care coordinator at Owa-
tonna Hospital. “I’ve seen 
many parents try to extend 
the life of a diaper because 
they didn’t have the re-
sources to buy more until 
their next paycheck – that 
is where the Steele County 
Diaper Bank can help.”

Drop off your diaper do-
nations at this location:

· Cash Wise Foods
495 W North St., Fri-

day, 11 a.m.-6 p.m. (lunch 
wagon only)

Saturday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
(lunch wagon and Diaper 
Drive)

 All proceeds from the 
lunch wagon benefit the 
Steele County Diaper Bank.

 “This is always a fun 
event for a worthy cause,” 
said Keck. “I know all of the 
families who use the Diaper 
Bank are appreciative. This 
is definitely a community 
initiative, so we appreciate 
the support.”

 For more information, 
visit allinahealth.org/owa-
tonna.

Sobrack takes 
award

Lakes & Prairies Dis-
trict Exchange Division 4 
Director Randy Sobrack, 
and immediate past presi-
dent of the Exchange Club 
of Steele County, shared 
words of appreciation after 
being awarded “Exchange 
of the Year,” during the dis-
trict’s convention awards 
banquet, May 20, at the 

Best Western Holiday 
Lodge in Clear Lake, Iowa.

 The award is presented 
to an individual who has ex-
celled in Exchange during 
the 2016-17 award year It 
includes efforts in member-
ship, leadership, volunteer-
ism and active participation 
in Exchange activities. 

The Exchange Club of 
Owatonna’s Kathy Schro-
eder, who was unable to at-
tend, received an “Exchan-
gite Hall of Fame” award. 

This is given to an individu-
al who has been a member 
of Exchange for a minimum 
of 25 years. 

It is based on the con-
tributions of the individu-
al throughout the 25-plus 
years and includes all as-
pects of Exchange (club, 
district and national). 

The Lakes & Prairies Dis-
trict consists of 22 clubs lo-
cated in Minnesota, Iowa, 
and Omaha, Nebraska.

BUSINESS BRIEFS

Randy Sobrack

Business Briefs

Greenhouse facility breaks ground near Medford

Construction is underway on a greenhouse facility that will produce 
locally grown lettuce along the frontage road of Interstate 35 just south of 
Richie Brothers Auctioneering by Medford. The greenhouse is expected 
to be completed by November with the first seeding taking place in late 
November. Revol Greens will be supplying lettuce before the end of the 
year to grocers and restaurants in a 200-mile radius around the Midwest.

Revol Greens is building a 
30,000 square foot facility 
near Medford. Once the 
facility is operational later this 
year, Revol will grow high-
quality lettuce 365 days a 
year. The greenhouse will be 
designed to maximize natural 
light, growing year-round 
by supplementing with LED 
lighting during the winter.

“Our goal is to make 
Revol Greens lettuce the 
most sustainable on the 

market.”

~Jay Johnson
 Revol Greens Owner

Floor Tech Products and Services Include:
• Laminate and hardwood flooring
• Oak wood flooring
• Maple wood flooring
• Cork flooring
• Flooring installation
• Carpet and tile flooring
• Stain resistant carpet
• Commercial carpet
• Granite tiling
• Porcelain
• Vinyl
• Ceramic
• Environmentally responsible floorings
• Window treatments

Floor Tech in Blooming Prairie, MN provides flooring products and services. 
We have built a reputation for great workmanship, quality, reliable, and affordable 
service. We have a wide assortment of samples available to choose from, so stop 
by our showroom and see what we have to offer.

Call Us Now for a Consultation!
Tim Wacek • 507-583-2276 • 322 E. Main, Blooming Prairie
Derek Reichl • 507-552-1637 • 2201 E. Main St., Albert Lea
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Floor Tech Offer  
Brands Such As:
• Mohawk
• Stainmaster
• Fausfloor
• Congolium
• Shaw
• Hunter Douglas
• Kraus
• Cork Comfort
• Marazzi
• Greenworks
• Quickstep
• Ceramic Tile Works

Your source 
for all your 

flooring needs

•One Bedroom Senior Apartment 
•for elderly or disabled persons. 
•Rent is based on 30% of net income. 
•Secured entry and convenient lift 
•to second floor.

A USDA Rural Housing Project 
Call Baldus Properties LLC (507) 437-2074

Prairie Villa II 
Blooming Prairie

You’re 
Gonna 
Love 
It Here

BY RICK BUSSLER 
Publisher
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Building a better mousetrap

It’s been the struggle for the 
ages. Man vs pest. Man conquers 
pest. Rest of pest’s family returns and 
conquers man.

There’s nothing as unsavory 
as unwanted ants to the picnic, 
mosquitoes disrupting your romantic 
sunset or your early morning trip to the 
pantry to find that a rodent has been 
chowing down on your Lucky Charms. 

There is a made in America company 
that hits even closer to home in the 
war against pests. Your next “better 
mousetrap” could be designed and built 
right here in Ellendale. 

Woodstream Corporation of 
Ellendale has a 60,000-square foot 
building that uses 40,000 square feet 
of manufacturing space and 20,000 
square feet of warehouse space. With 
58 full time people and an additional 50 
or so seasonal workers, this facility runs 
at a fervent hum all year long. 

The workforce runs 24/7 for about 
five months out of the year and this 
time of year, the plant is jumping, 
getting orders out for the spring rush as 
warmer weather brings not only a new 
crop of pests, but a larger demand to fill 
the big box store demands.

The Ellendale plant is one 
of nine plants/distribution centers that 
brandish the Woodstream name with 

other operations set up in Shenzhen 
in China, Rutland in the UK, Brampton 
in Ontario, Canada, Mechanicsburg, 
Pennsylvania, St. Joseph, 
Missouri, Knoxville, Tennessee, Denton, 
Texas, and corporate headquarters in 
Lititz, Pennsylvania. 

The local operation sends out 
about 40 percent of product to 
the final distribution centers in St. 
Joe and Mechanicsburg, while the 
other 60 percent are components 
made at the Ellendale facility. Most of 
the components are shipped to the 
Knoxville or Lititz plant for assembly 
and shipping. 

The building, which has seen plastic 
injections operations for several years 
was purchased from Zareba and North 
Central Plastics in 2010. Woodstream 
still maintains the product line for 
Zareba as well as manufacturing for 
other well-known pet care and pest 
control companies such as Victor, 
Fi-Shock, Perky-Pet, Terro, Rutland 
electric fencing, Red Snap’r, Sweeneys, 
Havahart, ElectroBraid fencing, Dr. T’s, 
and Mosquito Magnet. 

At present, the plant runs 22 molding, 
2 extrusion lines and 10 assembly 
lines.  The man at the pulse of the 
entire operation is Sr. Director of 
Molding Operations, Bryan Haugen, 
who has been with the company since 
2011. Haugen, a central Minnesota 
native now living with his family in 

Waseca, is no stranger to extrusion and 
injection molding plants and comes with 
28 years of experience. 

Back in 1989 he got his start 
at Schwann’s, molding ice cream 
containers in Marshall, Minnesota. 
From there he managed plant 
operations for various companies 
in Fremont, Indiana, (Letica) 
and Kohler, Wisconsin, (Spartech.) and 
Mankato, (Spartech, now 
Poly One Corp.). 

A feature of Woodstream is its vision 
to take new products off the drawing 
board and into production.

“All new items are usually developed 
at our corporate headquarters in 
Lititz,” said Haugen. “We put a lot 
into research and development and 
can usually take a new product to 
production in six months or less.” 

To keep up with industry standards 
and new technology, the company 
is always looking to stay ahead of 
the hoard of evolving pests and 
in addition to inventing a better 
mousetrap, they are also on the 
cutting edge of protecting the pets we 
domesticate, creating better boundaries 
for the animals who need to run, and 
secure housing and feeding for the 
birds.

An international presence right here 
in your own backyard.

By MARK DELAP 
Managing Editor 

The lightest, most durable, longest lasting 
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Diaper Drive 
drop off 

locatoins
The Steele County Dia-

per Bank, founded by Owa-
tonna Hospital Foundation 
in 2013, provides a short-
term, limited supply of free 
diapers for needy infants 
and young children living in 
Steele County.  The Foun-
dation, in partnership with 
Owatonna Hospital, part of 
Allina Health, is hosting a 
community Diaper Drive on 
Saturday, June 3 in Owa-
tonna.

“We’re accepting dona-
tions of new, disposable 
diapers from preemie to 
children’s size 7, prefera-
bly in complete unopened 
packages,” said Natalie 
Ginter, director of the Owa-
tonna Hospital Foundation. 
“Financial donations are 
also welcomed as we can 
purchase diapers in bulk at 
discounted prices, so your 
gift can have an even great-
er local impact.”

“Diapers may seem like 
something most people can 
afford but there are no gov-
ernment subsidies or pro-
grams for diapers, and they 
are actually quite expen-

sive,” said Elizabeth Keck, 
social worker and health-
care coordinator at Owa-
tonna Hospital. “I’ve seen 
many parents try to extend 
the life of a diaper because 
they didn’t have the re-
sources to buy more until 
their next paycheck – that 
is where the Steele County 
Diaper Bank can help.”

Drop off your diaper do-
nations at this location:

· Cash Wise Foods
495 W North St., Fri-

day, 11 a.m.-6 p.m. (lunch 
wagon only)

Saturday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
(lunch wagon and Diaper 
Drive)

 All proceeds from the 
lunch wagon benefit the 
Steele County Diaper Bank.

 “This is always a fun 
event for a worthy cause,” 
said Keck. “I know all of the 
families who use the Diaper 
Bank are appreciative. This 
is definitely a community 
initiative, so we appreciate 
the support.”

 For more information, 
visit allinahealth.org/owa-
tonna.

Sobrack takes 
award

Lakes & Prairies Dis-
trict Exchange Division 4 
Director Randy Sobrack, 
and immediate past presi-
dent of the Exchange Club 
of Steele County, shared 
words of appreciation after 
being awarded “Exchange 
of the Year,” during the dis-
trict’s convention awards 
banquet, May 20, at the 

Best Western Holiday 
Lodge in Clear Lake, Iowa.

 The award is presented 
to an individual who has ex-
celled in Exchange during 
the 2016-17 award year It 
includes efforts in member-
ship, leadership, volunteer-
ism and active participation 
in Exchange activities. 

The Exchange Club of 
Owatonna’s Kathy Schro-
eder, who was unable to at-
tend, received an “Exchan-
gite Hall of Fame” award. 

This is given to an individu-
al who has been a member 
of Exchange for a minimum 
of 25 years. 

It is based on the con-
tributions of the individu-
al throughout the 25-plus 
years and includes all as-
pects of Exchange (club, 
district and national). 

The Lakes & Prairies Dis-
trict consists of 22 clubs lo-
cated in Minnesota, Iowa, 
and Omaha, Nebraska.

BUSINESS BRIEFS

Randy Sobrack

• Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
• Spot & Stain Removal
• Deodorizing & Pet Treatment
• Stain Protection
• Commercial & Residential
• Prochem System

  Professionals Provide:
• Expert Workmanship
• Proven Cleaning Methods
• Clean, Ultra-Fresh 
  Carpets & Fabrics
• A Healthier Indoor Environment

Carpet & 
Upholstery  

Cleaning

Serving the Dodge County Area
Call for a FREE ESTIMATE

• Kasson 507-634-6985 
• Dodge Center 507-374-6806
• 1-800-569-1331

Your Local Member of the

Call for free estimates

Your Community Mental Health Center Serving…  
For 50 Years”  WITH “ Providing Positive Direction  

for Life’s Problems since 1964

507-451-2630 • WWW.SCHRC.COM • 610 FLORENCE AVE., OWATONNA, MN 
Outside Owatonna: 800-722-0590; After-Hour Emergencies: 507-455-8100; Offices in Waseca and Kasson

Arkansas native readying ‘Misplaced Magnolia’ in downtown Kasson

Finding the 
values of 
treasures

Appraisal Specialists 
Midwest, the Twin Cities 
foremost qualified personal 
property appraisers will again 
be available during Marigold 
Days in Mantorville this year. 
Bring your cherished heirlooms 
and antiques on Saturday, Sept. 
9 from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m.            

As stated by Bonnie 
Lindberg the “Treasured 
Uncovered event is like a 
antique road show experience” 
and some people who bring a 
item for appraisal stay for the 
rest of the event.

We are located on the North 
side of the Welcome Center 
under the big tent. Specialists 
Bonnie Lindberg, Jim 
Marrinan and Kevin Callahan 
love coming to Mantorville 
for Marigold Days. They 
say “ Mantorville truly is a 
Minnesota treasure”. This is 
a fun and interesting antique 
appraisal show you do not 
want to miss.

Sponsors for the Treasures 

If Jeannine Hensley was ever 
misplaced, she has certainly found her 
spot.

The Kasson resident and Arkansas 
native is establishing Misplaced 
Magnolia Southern Bistro and BBQ, 
in the former Leuthold’s Clothing and 
Shoes building at 107 W. Main St., 
Kasson. 

It’s hoped that the 
restaurant billed as 
“The Mid-South meets 
the Midwest” will 
open in early October.

“And of course the 
magnolia tree only 
grows in the South,” 
Hensley said. “And 
someone, when I first 
moved to Minnesota, 
had called me ‘The 
misplaced magnolia.’ 

So that’s where the name comes from.
“It was kind of a joke: ‘Well, you’re 

just a misplaced magnolia,’” she said. 
“And I immediately thought, ‘Oh my 
gosh, that’s a great name for a restaurant.’ 
Because I knew that I wanted to open the 
southern-themed restaurant up here in 
Minnesota. It clicked, and I liked it and 
I’ve had it written down in a notebook 
for years. So when we got ready to go, I 
just went right back to it.”

Hensley and her husband, Gerry, 
purchased the 1900 building in 2010 and 
began renovating it early this year.

Leuthold’s closed in 2006 after more 
than 140 years in business.

There was flooding in the empty 
building before Hensley came along; 
water pipes burst because the heat had 
been turned off.

The ceiling had been painted black, 
and the paint was flaking off.

“It was pretty dreary,” she said.
A company was hired to sand-blast 

the ceiling, and the Hensleys repainted 
it themselves, bringing out the old, 
exquisite detail.

The couple is removing tile flooring 

from the 1930s, which contained 
asbestos and was partially covered with 
carpeting from the ‘70s, to expose the 
original hardwood floor.

They also found original wiring, from 
the early days of electricity; old clay 
pipes that had to be removed; old plaster 
– the list continues.

“We’re trying to mix the new in with 
the old, and preserve the look of the 
building,” Hensley said. “With a building 
this old, you’ve got layers of old: You’ve 
got the ‘30s, you’ve got the ‘50s, you’ve 
got the ‘60s. You’ve just got to kind of 
chisel down, like an archaeologist, to get 
back to the bones.”

The Hensleys moved to Kasson about 
11 years ago, when Gerry was hired by 
the Mayo Clinic in Rochester. He’s now 
employed by the U.S. Army Reserve.

Their daughter, Lauren, graduated 
from Kasson-Mantorville High School 
in 2014 and is studying at Minnesota 
State University, Mankato.

“This became home, and we love it,” 
Jeannine Hensley said. “We love the 
town of Kasson, specifically. We like 
being in a small town. We love being 
able to walk to everything that we like 
to go to, to the grocery store, to the 

park, to the Fairgrounds, to Main Street. 
We love the school system. In fact, the 
school system is why we picked Kasson. 
Our daughter was only in the third grade 
when we moved to Kasson. 

“We drew a circle around Rochester 
and figured, ‘This is how far we’re going 
to drive,’ and then started what we called 
‘town-shopping,’” she said. “We went to 
all the small towns and looked to see 
what we liked, and then researched the 
school systems, and we picked Kasson 
and we couldn’t be happier.”

It will be nice, she said, for Kasson 
to have another dining option, to add 
variety and keep local dollars in Kasson.

“I think a lot of residents are excited, 
because we’ve had so many people 
just stick their head in the front door 
when they see us, and say, ‘What are 
you doing,’ ‘Oh, we can’t wait,’ ‘Oh, I 
remember when …’ Hensley said.

“I think it’s really important for us 
to start bringing some of these older 
buildings back here on Main Street, 
and not just contributing to the city, but 
contributing to the history.”

Uncover event are Old Rooster 
Antiques Rochester.

Tailgating for 
FFA

Triton FFA Alumni 
Sponsored Tailgate Party.

Come on out for a night of 
fun along with the Triton FFA 
chapter for a tailgate party.

September 22, 4:30-6:30 
p.m. Triton Bus Garage prior 
to football game. Burger Meal 
Provided. Questions Contact:

David Fitzgerald,  507-
951-0296; Robby Gilliland 
-507-272-7788; Sheryl 
Dohrmann- 507-273-7015; 
Tim Marquardt- 507-259-
3329.

SEMAC 
Announces 

Grant 
Application 

Deadline

This activity is made 
possible by the voters of 
Minnesota through grants 

from the Minnesota State Arts 
Board thanks to a legislative 
appropriation from the arts and 
cultural heritage fund.

 The Southeastern 
Minnesota Arts Council 
announces a call for proposals 
in three categories:  Arts and 
Cultural Heritage, Presenter/
Production Assistance, and 
Small Towns/Rural Areas.  All 
proposed projects must begin 
no earlier than December 1, 
2017 and be completed within 
twelve months, culminating 
in a capstone event that is 
accessible and open to the 
public.  Online applications 
will be available throughout 
September with an October 1, 
2017 submission deadline.

 SEMAC, a non-profit arts 
agency, is designated by the 
State of Minnesota Arts Board 
as the regional arts council for 
eleven southeastern Minnesota 
counties:  Dodge, Fillmore, 
Freeborn, Goodhue, Houston, 
Mower, Olmsted, Rice, Steele, 
Wabasha, and Winona.

 For information about the 
grant application process, 
eligibility, or grant writing 
assistance, contact the 

SEMAC office at 2778 D 
Commerce Dr. NW, Rochester, 
MN 55901 or call 507-281-
4848.   Information may also 
be found on our Web site at 
www.semac.org.

Small Towns/
Rural Areas 

Grants

The Small Towns/Rural 
Areas grants offer funding up 
to three thousand dollars to 
qualified applicants located in 
areas of the SEMAC Region 
with populations under 7,500.  
A 20% match is required.

 SEMAC support may be 
used for assistance in activities 
which directly involve the 
creation, performance, 
publication, or exhibition of 
art.  Applicants may include 
arts organizations, government 
entities and public or non-
religious private schools, either 
individually or in cooperation.  
These grants cannot be used 
to cover the costs of school 
residencies.

Southern cooking, 
comin’ up

By RICHARD JOHNSON 
DCI Managing Editor

Jeannine 
Hensley

Business Briefs

Local RV dealership serving 
southern Minnesota wins top award

495 West N. Street, Owatonna
507-451-7220 www.cashwise.com

CashWiseDelivers.com

FLOOR TECH

Carpet • Vinyl • Laminate Wood • Ceramic

Call Us Now for a Consultation!
Tim Wacek • 583-2276 • 322 E. Main, Blooming Prairie
Derek Reichl • 552-1637 • 2201 E. Main St., Albert Lea

Your source for all your flooring needs

Featuring:

Ag & Truck Tire Sales & Repair
Heavy Duty Truck • Ag & Implement Tire Repair & Sales

Wheel Alignment • Tire Balancing

• Aluminum  
Wheel Polishing 

• Tracks

Now Offering:

After hours 
507-455-0483

507-455-0388
870  32nd Ave NW, Owatonna, MN

Emergency OR On-The-Farm Repair

Servicing European • Domestic • Asian • Hybrid
Tow Truck Service Call:  507-440-0093

507-583-9994
536 Highway 218 S - Blooming Prairie, MN 55917

www.darrickspreferredauto.com

Your Full Service, One - Stop 
 Automotive Repair Shop

“This achievement 
would not be possible 
without the hard work of 
our team, their dedication 
to the industry and our 
loyal customers they serve 
every day.

 Mike Noble
Noble RV Owner

Area sisters revitalize Owatonna’s Harvest Co-op

BY CHRIS BALDWIN
STAFF WRITER

After a period of inactivity, the Har-
vest Co-op in Owatonna will once again 
be providing area residents with an 
easy choice when looking for natural, 
organic alternatives to conventional 
supermarket products. 

The Harvest Co-op, which has been 
around for nearly a half century, recent-
ly reopened after being shut down. 

Cheryl Boettcher, a longtime custom-
er and one time member, first noticed 
the store was closed when she went 
to get some spices and flour for the 
holidays this past winter. According to 
Boettcher, there was a sign on the door 
indicating that the Co-op was closed 
due to the death of its manager, Art 
Sorenson.

Sorenson had been a mainstay at the 
Co-op for years, and although it was 
owned by a cooperative, the passing 
of the Co-op’s manager meant that it 
had to be closed down. That was until 
sisters Jeanette Sanford and Carmen 
Dorr got wind of the situation.

Having long been advocates and ad-
herents of healthy, organic and natural 
food choices, as well as local and free 
trade, the sisters saw their opportunity 
to put this passion to work.

Together the sisters purchased the 
Harvest Co-op on Jan. 13 and got it 
ready to open again as fast as they 
could. They rearranged the interior and 
updated their suppliers and stock, and 
in early February opened the Harvest 
Co-op’s doors to the community once 
more.

Although both sisters currently work 
at other jobs, they remain focused on 
this endeavor, balancing their available 
free time in order to get the place back 
operating at its peak.

Both Sanford and Dorr hope to con-
tinue the legacy of community support 
by utilizing local growers and suppliers, 
like Sorensen Honey Farm, a family 
owned business located in Owatonna, 
which provides the Co-op with natural, 
unpasteurized honey. 

“We see ourselves as the commu-
nity’s pantry,” Sanford said. Her sister 
agrees, calling it “everyone’s pantry.” 
They want the business to expand 
while also maintaining its loyal custom-
er base. 

One of its loyal customers, Cheryl 
Boettcher, says that the products avail-
able at the Co-op are “much fresher 
and cheaper, and they last longer.” 
She enjoys cooking with many of the 
ingredients.

When it came time for the sisters to 
purchase the Co-op, they knew they 
had their work cut out for them, but they 
also knew that it was the perfect time to 
jump into this venture.

“I think it brought us closer,” Sanford 
says of their new partnership. “The 
older we get, the closer we get.” 

Dorr, meanwhile, feels that it was 
“a wonderful opportunity to put our 
strengths together,” and sees their 
backgrounds as meshing well with the 
task at hand.

Both sisters also see a lot of benefit 
from the community’s support. “All the 
positivity from the community is prob-
ably my favorite part so far,” Sanford 
said when asked what she has enjoyed 
the most. They’ve kept their ears open 
to suggestions from customers who’ve 
been shopping there for years, and 
have plans to add a meat section, com-
plete with grass-fed, hormone free cuts, 
and a refurbished coffee section.

Sanford explained that when they 
purchased the business, the coffee 
section was in need of work, and so 
they’ve scrapped it momentarily in favor 
of bringing the standard offerings back 
as fast as they could. These included 
ingredients like millet grain, flour, all 
sorts of spices, a smattering of nuts 
and dairy products, and an offering 
of different varieties of tea, as well as 
ingredients to mix your own bag.

When asked what some of their 
favorite ingredients are, Dorr says she 
goes with cinnamon, a classic, but also 
enjoys the turmeric due to its healthy 
qualities. Sanford, on the other hand, 
likes both the allspice and using black 
walnuts for cooking.

The Harvest Co-op is a perfect place 
for those wanting to try out natural, or-
ganic ingredients while also supporting 
local growers and sellers. Sanford, who 
fashions herself a creative cook that will 
often test out different recipes, feels it’s 
a great resource for those of all cooking 

levels and styles.
By keeping things local, they hope to 

promote positive ecological trends. The 
sisters also want to retain a transpar-
ency that has been part of the Harvest 
Co-op’s tradition for many years. “We 
want our customers to know all of our 
suppliers,” Jeanette said.

Although both sisters maintain that 
the project has been a fun one for 
them, they also admit it is not without 
its challenges. “There’s plenty to learn,” 
Dorr said, adding there is also  “plenty 
of opportunity.” 

“It can be a steep learning curve,” 
Sanford reveals. But she still relishes in 
the chance to put her passion into the 
business. “There are benefits of going 
organic, and not just health benefits, 
but for the planet, too.” 

With their old customer base ready to 
wade back into the community pantry 
and seek out choice ingredients and 
spices for their favorite dish, and new 
customers poking their head in to get 
a look at all the interesting and intrigu-
ing choices on hand, the  sisters are 
hoping their partnership will be a fruitful 
one.

“Our goal is to have things as fresh 
as possible, and when feasible, to sup-
port local growers and folks as much as 
we can,” Sanford says of their unofficial 
mission statement, which includes pro-
moting a healthier, organic approach to 
cooking that will be less detrimental to 
the environment.

The Harvest Co-op is located in Owa-
tonna at 137 East Front St. and is open 
from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. on Thursdays, 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. on Fridays, and 9 a.m. to 
1 p.m. on Saturdays.

STAFF PHOTO BY CHRIS BALDWIN
Sisters Jeanette Sanford (left) and Carmen Dorr (right) recently purchased and revitalized the 

Harvest Co-op in downtown Owatonna. They are open Thursdays through Saturdays.

Business Briefs

An organic partnership

In an effort to keep up with 
demand, Minimizer has re-
leased Custom Molded Floor 
Mats that fit the new Freight-
liner Cascadia 116 and 126.

“Cascadias are among the 
most popular trucks on the 
road, and with Freightliner 
releasing these two new 
models in 2018, we have our 
bases covered,” Minimizer 
CEO and Chief Visionary 
Craig Kruckeberg said.

The 116 and 126 models 
feature a different cab inte-
rior than their 113 and 125 
counterparts, necessitating 
Floor Mats that fit the newer 
models.

“Freightliner continues to 
make the Cascadia 113 and 
125, so we now offer Floor 
Mats for every Cascadia on 
the road,” Kruckeberg said.

The heavy duty trucking 
industry is a close-knit group 
where experience counts.

Minimizer releases 
floor mats for 

Cascadia trucks

New territory 
managers bring added 
heavy duty experience 

to Minimizer

To see the new Floor Mat 
kits, visit www.minimizer.
com.

“We want every truck 
on the road to be outfitted 
with Minimizer Floor Mats,” 
Kruckeberg said. “That may 
be a pipe dream, but if we 
didn’t dream at least a little, 
we wouldn’t be where we are 
today.”

Minimizer, which is based 
in Blooming Prairie, got its 
start more than 30 years 
ago selling poly semi truck 
fenders. Minimizer has been 
family owned and operated 
for three generations.

COOK

HOLM
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You walk into Leashes and Leads, 
the “pet resort” and animal supplies 
store on Byron’s east edge, and you 
think, “Wow.”

That’s the typical reaction for first-
time visitors, said Kevin McClure, 
operations director of the large facility, 
which opened in 2008.

It’s animal central, with boarding, 
grooming, training and play care areas 
and more under one tall, tall roof.

Let your dogs run 
outside in a private 
dog park, pamper 
them in the groom-
ing salon, purchase 
everything they need 
in the retail area, and 
encourage new skills 
during one-on-one 
‘Canine University’ 
classes.

“A lot of times 
when people walk in 
here, you can kind of 
tell it’s the first time,” 
McClure said. “The 
look on their face is 
astonishment, like, 
‘What in the world is 
this?’ It’s really fun to 
kind of engage them, 
get to know them a 
little bit. Next thing 
you know, they’re 
coming back more 
and more. We do get 
a lot of compliments 
on our facility.”

Leashes and Leads 
was established by 
the late Nell Mitch-

ell and is now operated by her heirs, 
including Jerry and Ruth Fischer, Mc-
Clure’s mother and father-in-law.

It has grown to include about 60 
employees – 70-ish if you include the 
equine park, featuring an indoor arena, 
and a horse barn with 28 stalls, which 
opened last fall.

And lots are being sold for an 
“equine community,” a subdivision with 
about 100 housing lots on the property. 
Construction is expected to start this 
spring.

Build your home with your horses 
onsite. Or, if you live elsewhere, bring 
your kids out for riding lessons. Or rent 
time in the arena.

“That’s kind of one of our niches 
there, is working with families,” Mc-
Clure said. “A parent will have three 
kids at a variety of ages, and all three 
of them are getting lessons, to learn 
horsemanship skills, how to care for a 

horse, how to groom them and stuff. 
So they’re learning all those things.”

Dogs get a real workout outdoors 
at Leashes and Leads. There’s lots 
of room to run in that dog park, and 
pooches also can jump in a pond, if 
they wish.

“Our philosophy back there is to let 
dogs be dogs,” McClure said. “We ba-
sically manage those groups with our 
staff when they’re out there playing. 
But we let them be dogs. When they’re 
home they can be back with their own-
er and playing. But when they’ve had 
a hard day of playing out here, they go 
home and they’re a little more docile at 
home, so you can actually enjoy, and 
they’re not terrorizing your house.”

The “Doggy Day Care” side has 
grown in attendance from about 20 to 
30 dogs per day to around 100.

It has been expanded several times, 
as has the boarding service.

“How do you do that, and keep 
everybody safe and having fun at the 
same time?” McClure said. “That’s 
our job, is to make sure that they’re 
all safe and make sure they’re having 
fun, and providing that service for our 
customers, so they can bring home a 
dog that’s well-taken care of but also 
had lots of fun socializing with other 
dogs. We take the time to really get to 
know your dog. It kind of becomes an 
extension of our own family here, in a 
lot of ways.

McClure said the overall goal is to 
provide a place for people and pets to 
come together to build positive rela-
tionships.

Leashes and Leads was voted Best 
Boarding Facility by Wagazine, a 
Rochester-based “animal magazine,” in 
its listing of 2018 Golden Paws Award 
winners.

“We’re constantly looking at, ‘How 
can we grow, how can we get better, 
how can we improve, what do we need 
to do to make things more efficient?’” 
McClure said. “It’s been fun to see 
where we were and where we are 
today. It’s exciting to think about.”

STAFF PHOTO BY  RICHARD JOHNSON 
“Pet Resort” staff member Jenna Behnke is pictured with Rumi, a 
Bichon dog, at Leashes and Leads. The Byron business offers a 
wide variety of services for pets.

Turtle Creek 
Nursery Christmas 

tree sales to 
benefit Owatonna 

Foundation

Turtle Creek Nursery is 
pleased to announce that it will 
be supporting the Owatonna 
Foundation this Christmas 
season. 

For each Christmas tree 
sold, three dollars of the 
sale will be donated to the 
Foundation. 

“We are extremely grateful 
to Turtle Creek for sponsoring 
this promotion that benefits 
the Foundation,” said Betsy 
Lindgren, Foundation 
president. “The holiday 
season is such a festive and 
reflective time when we see 
the best of ourselves and our 
communities come forward 

to make a better place for 
all us. This donation will go 
far in continuing our mission 
which is; improving the quality 
of life for present and future 
generations by supporting 
Owatonna projects that focus 
on community, arts, recreation, 
and education.” 

The Owatonna Foundation, 
now in its 59th year of serving 
the Owatonna community, 
provides capital grants in 
Owatonna and its environs.

Turtle Creek Nursery owner 
Eric Cornell said he is excited 
to be doing this promotion 
to benefit the Foundation. 
“They have truly touched the 
lives of everyone that lives 
in Owatonna by financially 
supporting the many projects 
they have been involved 
with,” he said. “As a business 
owner and resident, we value 
these amenities that make our 

community a wonderful place 
to live and work.”

The Foundation was 
established in 1957 with the 
goal of improving the quality 
of life for present and future 
generations of Owatonna 
residents.  Since then, the 
Owatonna Foundation has 
committed more than $11.75 
million dollars in grants to 
Owatonna projects and 
annually awards $30,000 
in scholarships for both 
traditional and non-traditional 
students.

For more information about 
the Owatonna Foundation, 
please visit our website at: 
www.owatonnafoundation.org, 
or call the office at 507-455-
2995.

Minimizer seat 
targets female 
truck drivers

The Minimizer Long Haul 
Series Seat is designed with 
a truck driver’s health and 
safety in mind, no matter their 
gender.

“Minimizer seats are not 
only comfortable for men, 
we need to remember there 
are women drivers, too,” 
Minimizer CEO and Chief 
Visionary Craig Kruckeberg 
said.  “Unfortunately, due to 
their body type, certain things 
don’t always fit them correctly, 
like their seat. It’s one of the 

reasons we came out with 
the Minimizer Seat. It will fit 
anyone perfectly!”

Minimizer met with 
numerous truck drivers, 
medical professionals and 
ergonomic specialists when 
designing the Long Haul 
Series Seat. It comes with 14 
standard features, all of which 
are used when adjusting the 
seat to fit any body type. 

“Consider a six-four, 
280-pound male truck driver 
in the same seat as a five-
six, 120-pound female truck 
driver,” Dr. Joseph Sweere 
of Northwestern Health and 
Sciences University said.  
“This is why adjustability is 
so important.  It’s a critical 
component, and it’s one of 
the reasons I have so much 
admiration for the Minimizer 
Long Haul Series Seat.”

“There are nearly 250,000 
female truckers on the 
road today, and they need 
equipment that’s going to keep 
them safe and comfortable,” 
Kruckeberg said.  “I’m happy 
to say the Minimizer Long 
Haul Series Seat fits the bill. I 
guarantee it!”

 Minimizer is a leading 
manufacturer nationwide in 
poly semi truck fenders. The 
company is based in Blooming 
Prairie.

Noble RV of Owatonna was named among the 2017 Top 50 RV Dealers in North America by RVBusiness magazine.
Accepting the award on behalf of Noble RV were (left to right): Court Fink, general sales manager at Owatonna; Mike Noble, president 
and co-owner; Blaine Stackhouse, general manager at Rochester; Pat Noble, co-owner; Kameron Gustafson, RVDA certified warranty 
administrator and service advisor; Trevor Blazek, service manager and RVDA certified service advisor and Lisa Fink, RV sales 
representative and inventory manager. 

Turtle Creek Nursery of Owatonna is getting into the holiday spirit 
by donating a portion of its Christmas tree sales to the Owatonna 
Foundation. Making the announcement were first row (left to right): 
trustees— Ray Stawarz, Dave Einhaus and Julie Rethemeier, Patty 
Cornell, Nick Poehler, and Turtle Creek owner Eric Cornell; back row: 
trustees— Bob Heers, Betsy Lindgren, Bill Beer, Todd Hale, Matt Kottke, 
and Bob Jungbluth.

If you’re in the market for 
a recreational vehicle, you 
won’t have to stray very far 
from home.

One of the top dealers in 
North America is based in 
Steele County and services 
outlets throughout southern 
Minnesota. 

RVBusiness magazine 
recently named Noble RV of 
Owatonna among the 2017 
Top 50 RV Dealers in North 
America along with only four 
other Minnesota RV dealers.

RVBusiness (RVB) 
asked recreation vehicle 
manufacturers to nominate 
dealers across the United 
States and Canada who 
exemplify best practices 
and excellence in their field. 
Nominees were invited 
to fill out comprehensive 
applications describing 
business aspects including 
customer service and 
satisfaction, employee 
training, financial planning, 
marketing and community 
involvement. 

An independent panel of 
industry experts convened at 

the RV/MH Hall of Fame in 
Elkhart, Ind., the unofficial 
“RV Capital of the World,” 
to select the RVB Top 50 
from nominated dealers who 
submitted applications.

In addition to planning the 
relocation of the Rochester 

dealership to a newly built 
Oronoco facility, another 
major focus for Noble RV 
this year has been on how 
to market to the millennial 
generation by using digital 
media and new sales and 
service techniques.

“Bringing our employees to 
the RVDA convention in Las 
Vegas is critical to keeping up 
with the rapidly changing RV 
industry,” said Mike Noble, 
president and co-owner. 

“This achievement would 
not be possible without the 
hard work of our team, their 
dedication to the industry and 
our loyal customers they serve 
every day.”

Program coordinators 
expanded the judges’ panel 

this year, bringing 
perspectives from 
even more areas of 
RV-industry business 
specialization. The extra 
hands also helped make 
lighter work of the 
applications received, 
which were in greater 
number and detail than 
any previous year, 
according to Sherman 
Goldenberg, publisher 
of RVBusiness 
magazine and founder 

of the Top 50 program. 
“As a whole, our applying 

dealers not only gave us more 
data this year, but they also 
went to great lengths to tell 
us their stories and let their 
personalities shine through,” 
Goldenberg said. “It was a 
tough job for the judges to 
narrow it down. Those who 
made the cut should be very 
proud of that achievement.”

The 2017 RVBusiness 
Top 50 Dealer recipients 

were honored at a Nov. 8 
awards reception in front of 
an all-industry audience of 
about 400 during the 2017 RV 
Dealers Association (RVDA) 
International Convention/
Expo at Bally’s Las Vegas. 
The convention was presented 
in cooperation with the RVDA 
of both the United States and 
Canada, and underwritten 
by the program’s sponsors: 
Ally Financial Inc., Cummins 
Power Generation, Dicor 
Corp., Dometic Corp., 
Freightliner Custom Chassis 
Corp., Lippert Components 
Inc., NTP-STAG, Protective 
Asset Protection and Wells 
Fargo CDF.

Noble RV, an exclusive 
RV Warranty Forever dealer, 
has four dealerships located 
in Owatonna, Minneapolis, 
Madelia and Rochester. 
Each facility is equipped 
with sales, parts, service and 
warranty departments to serve 
clients throughout southern 
Minnesota and neighboring 
states.

For more information about 
the Noble RV dealership 
locations and the exclusive 
RV Warranty Forever 
program, visit www.noblerv.
com or call 507-444-0004.
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Building a better mousetrap

It’s been the struggle for the 
ages. Man vs pest. Man conquers 
pest. Rest of pest’s family returns and 
conquers man.

There’s nothing as unsavory 
as unwanted ants to the picnic, 
mosquitoes disrupting your romantic 
sunset or your early morning trip to the 
pantry to find that a rodent has been 
chowing down on your Lucky Charms. 

There is a made in America company 
that hits even closer to home in the 
war against pests. Your next “better 
mousetrap” could be designed and built 
right here in Ellendale. 

Woodstream Corporation of 
Ellendale has a 60,000-square foot 
building that uses 40,000 square feet 
of manufacturing space and 20,000 
square feet of warehouse space. With 
58 full time people and an additional 50 
or so seasonal workers, this facility runs 
at a fervent hum all year long. 

The workforce runs 24/7 for about 
five months out of the year and this 
time of year, the plant is jumping, 
getting orders out for the spring rush as 
warmer weather brings not only a new 
crop of pests, but a larger demand to fill 
the big box store demands.

The Ellendale plant is one 
of nine plants/distribution centers that 
brandish the Woodstream name with 

other operations set up in Shenzhen 
in China, Rutland in the UK, Brampton 
in Ontario, Canada, Mechanicsburg, 
Pennsylvania, St. Joseph, 
Missouri, Knoxville, Tennessee, Denton, 
Texas, and corporate headquarters in 
Lititz, Pennsylvania. 

The local operation sends out 
about 40 percent of product to 
the final distribution centers in St. 
Joe and Mechanicsburg, while the 
other 60 percent are components 
made at the Ellendale facility. Most of 
the components are shipped to the 
Knoxville or Lititz plant for assembly 
and shipping. 

The building, which has seen plastic 
injections operations for several years 
was purchased from Zareba and North 
Central Plastics in 2010. Woodstream 
still maintains the product line for 
Zareba as well as manufacturing for 
other well-known pet care and pest 
control companies such as Victor, 
Fi-Shock, Perky-Pet, Terro, Rutland 
electric fencing, Red Snap’r, Sweeneys, 
Havahart, ElectroBraid fencing, Dr. T’s, 
and Mosquito Magnet. 

At present, the plant runs 22 molding, 
2 extrusion lines and 10 assembly 
lines.  The man at the pulse of the 
entire operation is Sr. Director of 
Molding Operations, Bryan Haugen, 
who has been with the company since 
2011. Haugen, a central Minnesota 
native now living with his family in 

Waseca, is no stranger to extrusion and 
injection molding plants and comes with 
28 years of experience. 

Back in 1989 he got his start 
at Schwann’s, molding ice cream 
containers in Marshall, Minnesota. 
From there he managed plant 
operations for various companies 
in Fremont, Indiana, (Letica) 
and Kohler, Wisconsin, (Spartech.) and 
Mankato, (Spartech, now 
Poly One Corp.). 

A feature of Woodstream is its vision 
to take new products off the drawing 
board and into production.

“All new items are usually developed 
at our corporate headquarters in 
Lititz,” said Haugen. “We put a lot 
into research and development and 
can usually take a new product to 
production in six months or less.” 

To keep up with industry standards 
and new technology, the company 
is always looking to stay ahead of 
the hoard of evolving pests and 
in addition to inventing a better 
mousetrap, they are also on the 
cutting edge of protecting the pets we 
domesticate, creating better boundaries 
for the animals who need to run, and 
secure housing and feeding for the 
birds.

An international presence right here 
in your own backyard.

By MARK DELAP 
Managing Editor 

The lightest, most durable, longest lasting 
truck fenders, bracket kits, and truck 
accessories in the trucking industry.

Minimizer.com • 800-248-3855 • Blooming Prairie

Specializing in Agricultural
Sprayers & Tractors

507.455.1950

OPEN
24 HOURS

1164 W Frontage Rd
Owatonna

www.deanstowing.com

870 32 Ave. NW, Owatonna
Emergency or on the farm repair

507-455-0388
(After hours 507-455-0483)

Mike’s
Ag & Truck Tire
REPAIR

(507) 413-5559
Your Local Roofing & Siding Specialists

Diaper Drive 
drop off 

locatoins
The Steele County Dia-

per Bank, founded by Owa-
tonna Hospital Foundation 
in 2013, provides a short-
term, limited supply of free 
diapers for needy infants 
and young children living in 
Steele County.  The Foun-
dation, in partnership with 
Owatonna Hospital, part of 
Allina Health, is hosting a 
community Diaper Drive on 
Saturday, June 3 in Owa-
tonna.

“We’re accepting dona-
tions of new, disposable 
diapers from preemie to 
children’s size 7, prefera-
bly in complete unopened 
packages,” said Natalie 
Ginter, director of the Owa-
tonna Hospital Foundation. 
“Financial donations are 
also welcomed as we can 
purchase diapers in bulk at 
discounted prices, so your 
gift can have an even great-
er local impact.”

“Diapers may seem like 
something most people can 
afford but there are no gov-
ernment subsidies or pro-
grams for diapers, and they 
are actually quite expen-

sive,” said Elizabeth Keck, 
social worker and health-
care coordinator at Owa-
tonna Hospital. “I’ve seen 
many parents try to extend 
the life of a diaper because 
they didn’t have the re-
sources to buy more until 
their next paycheck – that 
is where the Steele County 
Diaper Bank can help.”

Drop off your diaper do-
nations at this location:

· Cash Wise Foods
495 W North St., Fri-

day, 11 a.m.-6 p.m. (lunch 
wagon only)

Saturday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
(lunch wagon and Diaper 
Drive)

 All proceeds from the 
lunch wagon benefit the 
Steele County Diaper Bank.

 “This is always a fun 
event for a worthy cause,” 
said Keck. “I know all of the 
families who use the Diaper 
Bank are appreciative. This 
is definitely a community 
initiative, so we appreciate 
the support.”

 For more information, 
visit allinahealth.org/owa-
tonna.

Sobrack takes 
award

Lakes & Prairies Dis-
trict Exchange Division 4 
Director Randy Sobrack, 
and immediate past presi-
dent of the Exchange Club 
of Steele County, shared 
words of appreciation after 
being awarded “Exchange 
of the Year,” during the dis-
trict’s convention awards 
banquet, May 20, at the 

Best Western Holiday 
Lodge in Clear Lake, Iowa.

 The award is presented 
to an individual who has ex-
celled in Exchange during 
the 2016-17 award year It 
includes efforts in member-
ship, leadership, volunteer-
ism and active participation 
in Exchange activities. 

The Exchange Club of 
Owatonna’s Kathy Schro-
eder, who was unable to at-
tend, received an “Exchan-
gite Hall of Fame” award. 

This is given to an individu-
al who has been a member 
of Exchange for a minimum 
of 25 years. 

It is based on the con-
tributions of the individu-
al throughout the 25-plus 
years and includes all as-
pects of Exchange (club, 
district and national). 

The Lakes & Prairies Dis-
trict consists of 22 clubs lo-
cated in Minnesota, Iowa, 
and Omaha, Nebraska.

BUSINESS BRIEFS

Randy Sobrack

536 Highway 218 S.
Blooming Prairie

www.darrickspreferredauto.com  

• Loaner Cars
• Nitrogen with Tires
• Alignment Checks
• Tire Rotation

• Battery Charging & Checks
• Pickup & Delivery within 15 miles
• Service Light Code Checks
• Free Towing for the year

FREE SERVICES
(with service work)

583-9994
24/7 Towing 507-440-0093

870 32 Ave. NW, Owatonna
Emergency or on the farm repair

507-455-0388
(After hours 507-455-0483)

Mike’s
Ag & Truck Tire
REPAIR

Minimizer CEO 
Craig Kruckeberg 

named finalist 
for award

Minnesota Business 
magazine has named Minimizer 
CEO and Chief Visionary 
Craig Kruckeberg a finalist for 
one of its 2017 Manufacturing 
Awards.

Kruckeberg is one of three 
people up for Executive of the 
Year.

“It’s a huge honor,” 
Kruckeberg said.  “I have to 
give credit to the team around 
me.  Without them, Minimizer 
wouldn’t be where we are 
today.” 

Minimizer debuted the 
poly fender more than 30 
years ago, when founder Dick 
Kruckeberg sold his invention 
out of the back of his truck.  
Craig bought the company 
from his father in 2007, and 
Minimizer has since expanded 
to nearly 100 employees.

“Innovation is the name of 
our game,” Craig said.  “We’re 
constantly looking at new 

products that are tested 
and tortured to save the 
consumer time and money.”

Each year, Minnesota 
Business recognizes 
the manufacturing 
sector for outstanding 
achievements. The 
panel of judges chose 
the finalists from a 
pool of manufacturing 
companies and 

executives.
“We really appreciate 

Minnesota Business going 
to bat for the manufacturing 
sector,” Craig said.  “We 
always hear about ‘Made in 
the USA,’ and these awards 
do their part to help celebrate 
that.” 

Winners in each category 
will be announced at an awards 
event September 28th.  Both 
winners and finalists will be 
honored in the feature story of 
the all-manufacturing October 
2017 issue of Minnesota 
Business magazine.

Production 
company adds 

new team member

Limberg Productions 
announces a new member of 
the team for Owatonnalive.
com. 

Dan Paur has joined the 
Owatonna-based company as 
advertising specialist. 

“We are excited to have Dan 

join our team to assist in our 
next period of growth, which 
includes our new live streaming 
venture that launched this 
summer,” said Scott Limberg, 
owner of Limberg Productions.

Paur resides in Owatonna 
with his family. He coaches 
Owatonna varsity girls lacrosse 
and girls varsity hockey. He 
also enjoys spending time 
with his family, playing and 
watching sports and enjoying 
the great outdoors. 

Limberg Productions is a 
video production firm that 
launched in 2011. Scott 
Limberg started the company 
with a passion for documenting 
people’s stories. Owatonnalive.
com was conceived in 2012, 
bringing the plethora of 
talent, ideas and community 
communication to a central 
location. It currently has 
around 400 videos available to 
watch around the clock at your 
convenience. 

Limberg said he wants 
people to experience all the 
great things that Steele County 
has to offer at Owatonnalive.
com.

Locally grown 
lettuce coming to area

Locally grown lettuce will 
soon be coming to the dinner 
table.

A new, breakthrough 
facility that will supply 
Midwest grocers and 
restaurants with fresh lettuce 
all year long is coming to 
Steele County.

Revol Greens is currently 
under construction on the 
west side of Interstate 
35 just south of Richie 
Brothers Auction facility 
near Medford. Workers are 
building a 30,000 square foot 
greenhouse. 

A veteran team of 
greenhouse growers is 
spearheading the project. 
They are Jay Johnson, Steve 
Amundson and Marco de 
Bruin. Johnson is also the 
founder and former owner 
of Owatonna-based Bushel 
Boy Farms, one of the first 
U.S. greenhouses to grow 
tomatoes year round. The 
trio helped grow Bushel 
Boy to the largest supplier 
of locally grown tomatoes in 
Minnesota.

Johnson said his two 
partners have been 
researching the concept of 
a lettuce greenhouse for 
a while. “They have been 
putting together a business 
plan for the past couple 
years,” he said. 

Other members of the 
Revol team include Marc 
Vergeldt, a well-known 
greenhouse crop consultant, 
and Brendon Krieg, who 
formerly managed vegetable 
buying for Target.

“Our goal is to make 

Revol Greens lettuce the 
most sustainable on the 
market,” Johnson said. 
“With 100 collective 
years of greenhouse 
growing and operating 
experience, our team is 
committed to offering 
the freshest, high-quality 
lettuce to the local 
marketplace,” he added.

Johnson said 
construction should be 
completed on the facility 
later this fall. He hopes 
the first planting of seed 
will take place by the end 
of November. Lettuce 
will be available by the 
end of December.

Revol will tap the 
latest technology in 
greenhouse innovation, 
including responsible 
and sustainable growing 
practices, to grow high-
quality lettuce year 
around. The greenhouse 
will be designed to 
maximize natural light, 
growing year-round by 
supplementing with LED 
lighting during the winter 

months. 
Another bonus with the 

facility will be that it will 
use a fraction of the water 
consumed in traditional 
growing and will cover most 
of its needs by capturing rain 
and snowmelt from its roof.

According to Johnson, 
Revol will offer several 
lettuce varieties, including 
spinach, mixed greens and 
romaine. “They will all 
be grown in a protected 
greenhouse environment 
providing optimal growing 
conditions without the use of 
pesticides or herbicides,” he 
said. 

Revol lettuce will arrive in 
area grocers and restaurants 
much faster than lettuce 
currently shipped from 
California and Arizona, 
leading to a fresher eating 
experience.

The lettuce will be shipped 
out to stores and restaurants 
within a 200 mile radius, 
Johnson said. “It will be 
delivered fresh,” he added.

Johnson said the Medford 
location was chosen because 
of its proximity to interstate 
access. “Our location, just 
south of the Twin Cities, 
gives us quick and easy 
access to Minnesota, Iowa 
and western Wisconsin 
markets, greatly reducing the 
amount of time from harvest 
to grocers’ shelves,” he said. 

Lettuce is in big demand 
right now, Johnson noted. 
“People are eating healthier,” 
he said. 

Once the greenhouse is 
operating, it will employ 
about 12 full-time people. 
Most of them will start work 
in October to gear up for the 
opening in November.
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Building a better mousetrap

It’s been the struggle for the 
ages. Man vs pest. Man conquers 
pest. Rest of pest’s family returns and 
conquers man.

There’s nothing as unsavory 
as unwanted ants to the picnic, 
mosquitoes disrupting your romantic 
sunset or your early morning trip to the 
pantry to find that a rodent has been 
chowing down on your Lucky Charms. 

There is a made in America company 
that hits even closer to home in the 
war against pests. Your next “better 
mousetrap” could be designed and built 
right here in Ellendale. 

Woodstream Corporation of 
Ellendale has a 60,000-square foot 
building that uses 40,000 square feet 
of manufacturing space and 20,000 
square feet of warehouse space. With 
58 full time people and an additional 50 
or so seasonal workers, this facility runs 
at a fervent hum all year long. 

The workforce runs 24/7 for about 
five months out of the year and this 
time of year, the plant is jumping, 
getting orders out for the spring rush as 
warmer weather brings not only a new 
crop of pests, but a larger demand to fill 
the big box store demands.

The Ellendale plant is one 
of nine plants/distribution centers that 
brandish the Woodstream name with 

other operations set up in Shenzhen 
in China, Rutland in the UK, Brampton 
in Ontario, Canada, Mechanicsburg, 
Pennsylvania, St. Joseph, 
Missouri, Knoxville, Tennessee, Denton, 
Texas, and corporate headquarters in 
Lititz, Pennsylvania. 

The local operation sends out 
about 40 percent of product to 
the final distribution centers in St. 
Joe and Mechanicsburg, while the 
other 60 percent are components 
made at the Ellendale facility. Most of 
the components are shipped to the 
Knoxville or Lititz plant for assembly 
and shipping. 

The building, which has seen plastic 
injections operations for several years 
was purchased from Zareba and North 
Central Plastics in 2010. Woodstream 
still maintains the product line for 
Zareba as well as manufacturing for 
other well-known pet care and pest 
control companies such as Victor, 
Fi-Shock, Perky-Pet, Terro, Rutland 
electric fencing, Red Snap’r, Sweeneys, 
Havahart, ElectroBraid fencing, Dr. T’s, 
and Mosquito Magnet. 

At present, the plant runs 22 molding, 
2 extrusion lines and 10 assembly 
lines.  The man at the pulse of the 
entire operation is Sr. Director of 
Molding Operations, Bryan Haugen, 
who has been with the company since 
2011. Haugen, a central Minnesota 
native now living with his family in 

Waseca, is no stranger to extrusion and 
injection molding plants and comes with 
28 years of experience. 

Back in 1989 he got his start 
at Schwann’s, molding ice cream 
containers in Marshall, Minnesota. 
From there he managed plant 
operations for various companies 
in Fremont, Indiana, (Letica) 
and Kohler, Wisconsin, (Spartech.) and 
Mankato, (Spartech, now 
Poly One Corp.). 

A feature of Woodstream is its vision 
to take new products off the drawing 
board and into production.

“All new items are usually developed 
at our corporate headquarters in 
Lititz,” said Haugen. “We put a lot 
into research and development and 
can usually take a new product to 
production in six months or less.” 

To keep up with industry standards 
and new technology, the company 
is always looking to stay ahead of 
the hoard of evolving pests and 
in addition to inventing a better 
mousetrap, they are also on the 
cutting edge of protecting the pets we 
domesticate, creating better boundaries 
for the animals who need to run, and 
secure housing and feeding for the 
birds.

An international presence right here 
in your own backyard.

By MARK DELAP 
Managing Editor 

The lightest, most durable, longest lasting 
truck fenders, bracket kits, and truck 
accessories in the trucking industry.
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Diaper Drive 
drop off 

locatoins
The Steele County Dia-

per Bank, founded by Owa-
tonna Hospital Foundation 
in 2013, provides a short-
term, limited supply of free 
diapers for needy infants 
and young children living in 
Steele County.  The Foun-
dation, in partnership with 
Owatonna Hospital, part of 
Allina Health, is hosting a 
community Diaper Drive on 
Saturday, June 3 in Owa-
tonna.

“We’re accepting dona-
tions of new, disposable 
diapers from preemie to 
children’s size 7, prefera-
bly in complete unopened 
packages,” said Natalie 
Ginter, director of the Owa-
tonna Hospital Foundation. 
“Financial donations are 
also welcomed as we can 
purchase diapers in bulk at 
discounted prices, so your 
gift can have an even great-
er local impact.”

“Diapers may seem like 
something most people can 
afford but there are no gov-
ernment subsidies or pro-
grams for diapers, and they 
are actually quite expen-

sive,” said Elizabeth Keck, 
social worker and health-
care coordinator at Owa-
tonna Hospital. “I’ve seen 
many parents try to extend 
the life of a diaper because 
they didn’t have the re-
sources to buy more until 
their next paycheck – that 
is where the Steele County 
Diaper Bank can help.”

Drop off your diaper do-
nations at this location:

· Cash Wise Foods
495 W North St., Fri-

day, 11 a.m.-6 p.m. (lunch 
wagon only)

Saturday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
(lunch wagon and Diaper 
Drive)

 All proceeds from the 
lunch wagon benefit the 
Steele County Diaper Bank.

 “This is always a fun 
event for a worthy cause,” 
said Keck. “I know all of the 
families who use the Diaper 
Bank are appreciative. This 
is definitely a community 
initiative, so we appreciate 
the support.”

 For more information, 
visit allinahealth.org/owa-
tonna.

Sobrack takes 
award

Lakes & Prairies Dis-
trict Exchange Division 4 
Director Randy Sobrack, 
and immediate past presi-
dent of the Exchange Club 
of Steele County, shared 
words of appreciation after 
being awarded “Exchange 
of the Year,” during the dis-
trict’s convention awards 
banquet, May 20, at the 

Best Western Holiday 
Lodge in Clear Lake, Iowa.

 The award is presented 
to an individual who has ex-
celled in Exchange during 
the 2016-17 award year It 
includes efforts in member-
ship, leadership, volunteer-
ism and active participation 
in Exchange activities. 

The Exchange Club of 
Owatonna’s Kathy Schro-
eder, who was unable to at-
tend, received an “Exchan-
gite Hall of Fame” award. 

This is given to an individu-
al who has been a member 
of Exchange for a minimum 
of 25 years. 

It is based on the con-
tributions of the individu-
al throughout the 25-plus 
years and includes all as-
pects of Exchange (club, 
district and national). 

The Lakes & Prairies Dis-
trict consists of 22 clubs lo-
cated in Minnesota, Iowa, 
and Omaha, Nebraska.

BUSINESS BRIEFS

Randy Sobrack

Business Briefs

Greenhouse facility breaks ground near Medford

Construction is underway on a greenhouse facility that will produce 
locally grown lettuce along the frontage road of Interstate 35 just south of 
Richie Brothers Auctioneering by Medford. The greenhouse is expected 
to be completed by November with the first seeding taking place in late 
November. Revol Greens will be supplying lettuce before the end of the 
year to grocers and restaurants in a 200-mile radius around the Midwest.

Revol Greens is building a 
30,000 square foot facility 
near Medford. Once the 
facility is operational later this 
year, Revol will grow high-
quality lettuce 365 days a 
year. The greenhouse will be 
designed to maximize natural 
light, growing year-round 
by supplementing with LED 
lighting during the winter.

“Our goal is to make 
Revol Greens lettuce the 
most sustainable on the 

market.”

~Jay Johnson
 Revol Greens Owner

Floor Tech Products and Services Include:
• Laminate and hardwood flooring
• Oak wood flooring
• Maple wood flooring
• Cork flooring
• Flooring installation
• Carpet and tile flooring
• Stain resistant carpet
• Commercial carpet
• Granite tiling
• Porcelain
• Vinyl
• Ceramic
• Environmentally responsible floorings
• Window treatments

Floor Tech in Blooming Prairie, MN provides flooring products and services. 
We have built a reputation for great workmanship, quality, reliable, and affordable 
service. We have a wide assortment of samples available to choose from, so stop 
by our showroom and see what we have to offer.

Call Us Now for a Consultation!
Tim Wacek • 507-583-2276 • 322 E. Main, Blooming Prairie
Derek Reichl • 507-552-1637 • 2201 E. Main St., Albert Lea

FLOOR TECH

Floor Tech Offer  
Brands Such As:
• Mohawk
• Stainmaster
• Fausfloor
• Congolium
• Shaw
• Hunter Douglas
• Kraus
• Cork Comfort
• Marazzi
• Greenworks
• Quickstep
• Ceramic Tile Works

Your source 
for all your 

flooring needs

•One Bedroom Senior Apartment 
•for elderly or disabled persons. 
•Rent is based on 30% of net income. 
•Secured entry and convenient lift 
•to second floor.

A USDA Rural Housing Project 
Call Baldus Properties LLC (507) 437-2074

Prairie Villa II 
Blooming Prairie

You’re 
Gonna 
Love 
It Here

BY RICK BUSSLER 
Publisher

Business Briefs

BY RICK BUSSLER 
Publisher
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Building a better mousetrap

It’s been the struggle for the 
ages. Man vs pest. Man conquers 
pest. Rest of pest’s family returns and 
conquers man.

There’s nothing as unsavory 
as unwanted ants to the picnic, 
mosquitoes disrupting your romantic 
sunset or your early morning trip to the 
pantry to find that a rodent has been 
chowing down on your Lucky Charms. 

There is a made in America company 
that hits even closer to home in the 
war against pests. Your next “better 
mousetrap” could be designed and built 
right here in Ellendale. 

Woodstream Corporation of 
Ellendale has a 60,000-square foot 
building that uses 40,000 square feet 
of manufacturing space and 20,000 
square feet of warehouse space. With 
58 full time people and an additional 50 
or so seasonal workers, this facility runs 
at a fervent hum all year long. 

The workforce runs 24/7 for about 
five months out of the year and this 
time of year, the plant is jumping, 
getting orders out for the spring rush as 
warmer weather brings not only a new 
crop of pests, but a larger demand to fill 
the big box store demands.

The Ellendale plant is one 
of nine plants/distribution centers that 
brandish the Woodstream name with 

other operations set up in Shenzhen 
in China, Rutland in the UK, Brampton 
in Ontario, Canada, Mechanicsburg, 
Pennsylvania, St. Joseph, 
Missouri, Knoxville, Tennessee, Denton, 
Texas, and corporate headquarters in 
Lititz, Pennsylvania. 

The local operation sends out 
about 40 percent of product to 
the final distribution centers in St. 
Joe and Mechanicsburg, while the 
other 60 percent are components 
made at the Ellendale facility. Most of 
the components are shipped to the 
Knoxville or Lititz plant for assembly 
and shipping. 

The building, which has seen plastic 
injections operations for several years 
was purchased from Zareba and North 
Central Plastics in 2010. Woodstream 
still maintains the product line for 
Zareba as well as manufacturing for 
other well-known pet care and pest 
control companies such as Victor, 
Fi-Shock, Perky-Pet, Terro, Rutland 
electric fencing, Red Snap’r, Sweeneys, 
Havahart, ElectroBraid fencing, Dr. T’s, 
and Mosquito Magnet. 

At present, the plant runs 22 molding, 
2 extrusion lines and 10 assembly 
lines.  The man at the pulse of the 
entire operation is Sr. Director of 
Molding Operations, Bryan Haugen, 
who has been with the company since 
2011. Haugen, a central Minnesota 
native now living with his family in 

Waseca, is no stranger to extrusion and 
injection molding plants and comes with 
28 years of experience. 

Back in 1989 he got his start 
at Schwann’s, molding ice cream 
containers in Marshall, Minnesota. 
From there he managed plant 
operations for various companies 
in Fremont, Indiana, (Letica) 
and Kohler, Wisconsin, (Spartech.) and 
Mankato, (Spartech, now 
Poly One Corp.). 

A feature of Woodstream is its vision 
to take new products off the drawing 
board and into production.

“All new items are usually developed 
at our corporate headquarters in 
Lititz,” said Haugen. “We put a lot 
into research and development and 
can usually take a new product to 
production in six months or less.” 

To keep up with industry standards 
and new technology, the company 
is always looking to stay ahead of 
the hoard of evolving pests and 
in addition to inventing a better 
mousetrap, they are also on the 
cutting edge of protecting the pets we 
domesticate, creating better boundaries 
for the animals who need to run, and 
secure housing and feeding for the 
birds.

An international presence right here 
in your own backyard.

By MARK DELAP 
Managing Editor 

The lightest, most durable, longest lasting 
truck fenders, bracket kits, and truck 
accessories in the trucking industry.

Minimizer.com • 800-248-3855 • Blooming Prairie

Specializing in Agricultural
Sprayers & Tractors

507.455.1950

OPEN
24 HOURS

1164 W Frontage Rd
Owatonna

www.deanstowing.com

870 32 Ave. NW, Owatonna
Emergency or on the farm repair

507-455-0388
(After hours 507-455-0483)

Mike’s
Ag & Truck Tire
REPAIR

(507) 413-5559
Your Local Roofing & Siding Specialists

Diaper Drive 
drop off 

locatoins
The Steele County Dia-

per Bank, founded by Owa-
tonna Hospital Foundation 
in 2013, provides a short-
term, limited supply of free 
diapers for needy infants 
and young children living in 
Steele County.  The Foun-
dation, in partnership with 
Owatonna Hospital, part of 
Allina Health, is hosting a 
community Diaper Drive on 
Saturday, June 3 in Owa-
tonna.

“We’re accepting dona-
tions of new, disposable 
diapers from preemie to 
children’s size 7, prefera-
bly in complete unopened 
packages,” said Natalie 
Ginter, director of the Owa-
tonna Hospital Foundation. 
“Financial donations are 
also welcomed as we can 
purchase diapers in bulk at 
discounted prices, so your 
gift can have an even great-
er local impact.”

“Diapers may seem like 
something most people can 
afford but there are no gov-
ernment subsidies or pro-
grams for diapers, and they 
are actually quite expen-

sive,” said Elizabeth Keck, 
social worker and health-
care coordinator at Owa-
tonna Hospital. “I’ve seen 
many parents try to extend 
the life of a diaper because 
they didn’t have the re-
sources to buy more until 
their next paycheck – that 
is where the Steele County 
Diaper Bank can help.”

Drop off your diaper do-
nations at this location:

· Cash Wise Foods
495 W North St., Fri-

day, 11 a.m.-6 p.m. (lunch 
wagon only)

Saturday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
(lunch wagon and Diaper 
Drive)

 All proceeds from the 
lunch wagon benefit the 
Steele County Diaper Bank.

 “This is always a fun 
event for a worthy cause,” 
said Keck. “I know all of the 
families who use the Diaper 
Bank are appreciative. This 
is definitely a community 
initiative, so we appreciate 
the support.”

 For more information, 
visit allinahealth.org/owa-
tonna.

Sobrack takes 
award

Lakes & Prairies Dis-
trict Exchange Division 4 
Director Randy Sobrack, 
and immediate past presi-
dent of the Exchange Club 
of Steele County, shared 
words of appreciation after 
being awarded “Exchange 
of the Year,” during the dis-
trict’s convention awards 
banquet, May 20, at the 

Best Western Holiday 
Lodge in Clear Lake, Iowa.

 The award is presented 
to an individual who has ex-
celled in Exchange during 
the 2016-17 award year It 
includes efforts in member-
ship, leadership, volunteer-
ism and active participation 
in Exchange activities. 

The Exchange Club of 
Owatonna’s Kathy Schro-
eder, who was unable to at-
tend, received an “Exchan-
gite Hall of Fame” award. 

This is given to an individu-
al who has been a member 
of Exchange for a minimum 
of 25 years. 

It is based on the con-
tributions of the individu-
al throughout the 25-plus 
years and includes all as-
pects of Exchange (club, 
district and national). 

The Lakes & Prairies Dis-
trict consists of 22 clubs lo-
cated in Minnesota, Iowa, 
and Omaha, Nebraska.

BUSINESS BRIEFS

Randy Sobrack

• Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
• Spot & Stain Removal
• Deodorizing & Pet Treatment
• Stain Protection
• Commercial & Residential
• Prochem System

  Professionals Provide:
• Expert Workmanship
• Proven Cleaning Methods
• Clean, Ultra-Fresh 
  Carpets & Fabrics
• A Healthier Indoor Environment

Carpet & 
Upholstery  

Cleaning

Serving the Dodge County Area
Call for a FREE ESTIMATE

• Kasson 507-634-6985 
• Dodge Center 507-374-6806
• 1-800-569-1331

Your Local Member of the

Call for free estimates

Your Community Mental Health Center Serving…  
For 50 Years”  WITH “ Providing Positive Direction  

for Life’s Problems since 1964

507-451-2630 • WWW.SCHRC.COM • 610 FLORENCE AVE., OWATONNA, MN 
Outside Owatonna: 800-722-0590; After-Hour Emergencies: 507-455-8100; Offices in Waseca and Kasson

Arkansas native readying ‘Misplaced Magnolia’ in downtown Kasson

Finding the 
values of 
treasures

Appraisal Specialists 
Midwest, the Twin Cities 
foremost qualified personal 
property appraisers will again 
be available during Marigold 
Days in Mantorville this year. 
Bring your cherished heirlooms 
and antiques on Saturday, Sept. 
9 from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m.            

As stated by Bonnie 
Lindberg the “Treasured 
Uncovered event is like a 
antique road show experience” 
and some people who bring a 
item for appraisal stay for the 
rest of the event.

We are located on the North 
side of the Welcome Center 
under the big tent. Specialists 
Bonnie Lindberg, Jim 
Marrinan and Kevin Callahan 
love coming to Mantorville 
for Marigold Days. They 
say “ Mantorville truly is a 
Minnesota treasure”. This is 
a fun and interesting antique 
appraisal show you do not 
want to miss.

Sponsors for the Treasures 

If Jeannine Hensley was ever 
misplaced, she has certainly found her 
spot.

The Kasson resident and Arkansas 
native is establishing Misplaced 
Magnolia Southern Bistro and BBQ, 
in the former Leuthold’s Clothing and 
Shoes building at 107 W. Main St., 
Kasson. 

It’s hoped that the 
restaurant billed as 
“The Mid-South meets 
the Midwest” will 
open in early October.

“And of course the 
magnolia tree only 
grows in the South,” 
Hensley said. “And 
someone, when I first 
moved to Minnesota, 
had called me ‘The 
misplaced magnolia.’ 

So that’s where the name comes from.
“It was kind of a joke: ‘Well, you’re 

just a misplaced magnolia,’” she said. 
“And I immediately thought, ‘Oh my 
gosh, that’s a great name for a restaurant.’ 
Because I knew that I wanted to open the 
southern-themed restaurant up here in 
Minnesota. It clicked, and I liked it and 
I’ve had it written down in a notebook 
for years. So when we got ready to go, I 
just went right back to it.”

Hensley and her husband, Gerry, 
purchased the 1900 building in 2010 and 
began renovating it early this year.

Leuthold’s closed in 2006 after more 
than 140 years in business.

There was flooding in the empty 
building before Hensley came along; 
water pipes burst because the heat had 
been turned off.

The ceiling had been painted black, 
and the paint was flaking off.

“It was pretty dreary,” she said.
A company was hired to sand-blast 

the ceiling, and the Hensleys repainted 
it themselves, bringing out the old, 
exquisite detail.

The couple is removing tile flooring 

from the 1930s, which contained 
asbestos and was partially covered with 
carpeting from the ‘70s, to expose the 
original hardwood floor.

They also found original wiring, from 
the early days of electricity; old clay 
pipes that had to be removed; old plaster 
– the list continues.

“We’re trying to mix the new in with 
the old, and preserve the look of the 
building,” Hensley said. “With a building 
this old, you’ve got layers of old: You’ve 
got the ‘30s, you’ve got the ‘50s, you’ve 
got the ‘60s. You’ve just got to kind of 
chisel down, like an archaeologist, to get 
back to the bones.”

The Hensleys moved to Kasson about 
11 years ago, when Gerry was hired by 
the Mayo Clinic in Rochester. He’s now 
employed by the U.S. Army Reserve.

Their daughter, Lauren, graduated 
from Kasson-Mantorville High School 
in 2014 and is studying at Minnesota 
State University, Mankato.

“This became home, and we love it,” 
Jeannine Hensley said. “We love the 
town of Kasson, specifically. We like 
being in a small town. We love being 
able to walk to everything that we like 
to go to, to the grocery store, to the 

park, to the Fairgrounds, to Main Street. 
We love the school system. In fact, the 
school system is why we picked Kasson. 
Our daughter was only in the third grade 
when we moved to Kasson. 

“We drew a circle around Rochester 
and figured, ‘This is how far we’re going 
to drive,’ and then started what we called 
‘town-shopping,’” she said. “We went to 
all the small towns and looked to see 
what we liked, and then researched the 
school systems, and we picked Kasson 
and we couldn’t be happier.”

It will be nice, she said, for Kasson 
to have another dining option, to add 
variety and keep local dollars in Kasson.

“I think a lot of residents are excited, 
because we’ve had so many people 
just stick their head in the front door 
when they see us, and say, ‘What are 
you doing,’ ‘Oh, we can’t wait,’ ‘Oh, I 
remember when …’ Hensley said.

“I think it’s really important for us 
to start bringing some of these older 
buildings back here on Main Street, 
and not just contributing to the city, but 
contributing to the history.”

Uncover event are Old Rooster 
Antiques Rochester.

Tailgating for 
FFA

Triton FFA Alumni 
Sponsored Tailgate Party.

Come on out for a night of 
fun along with the Triton FFA 
chapter for a tailgate party.

September 22, 4:30-6:30 
p.m. Triton Bus Garage prior 
to football game. Burger Meal 
Provided. Questions Contact:

David Fitzgerald,  507-
951-0296; Robby Gilliland 
-507-272-7788; Sheryl 
Dohrmann- 507-273-7015; 
Tim Marquardt- 507-259-
3329.

SEMAC 
Announces 

Grant 
Application 

Deadline

This activity is made 
possible by the voters of 
Minnesota through grants 

from the Minnesota State Arts 
Board thanks to a legislative 
appropriation from the arts and 
cultural heritage fund.

 The Southeastern 
Minnesota Arts Council 
announces a call for proposals 
in three categories:  Arts and 
Cultural Heritage, Presenter/
Production Assistance, and 
Small Towns/Rural Areas.  All 
proposed projects must begin 
no earlier than December 1, 
2017 and be completed within 
twelve months, culminating 
in a capstone event that is 
accessible and open to the 
public.  Online applications 
will be available throughout 
September with an October 1, 
2017 submission deadline.

 SEMAC, a non-profit arts 
agency, is designated by the 
State of Minnesota Arts Board 
as the regional arts council for 
eleven southeastern Minnesota 
counties:  Dodge, Fillmore, 
Freeborn, Goodhue, Houston, 
Mower, Olmsted, Rice, Steele, 
Wabasha, and Winona.

 For information about the 
grant application process, 
eligibility, or grant writing 
assistance, contact the 

SEMAC office at 2778 D 
Commerce Dr. NW, Rochester, 
MN 55901 or call 507-281-
4848.   Information may also 
be found on our Web site at 
www.semac.org.

Small Towns/
Rural Areas 

Grants

The Small Towns/Rural 
Areas grants offer funding up 
to three thousand dollars to 
qualified applicants located in 
areas of the SEMAC Region 
with populations under 7,500.  
A 20% match is required.

 SEMAC support may be 
used for assistance in activities 
which directly involve the 
creation, performance, 
publication, or exhibition of 
art.  Applicants may include 
arts organizations, government 
entities and public or non-
religious private schools, either 
individually or in cooperation.  
These grants cannot be used 
to cover the costs of school 
residencies.

Southern cooking, 
comin’ up

By RICHARD JOHNSON 
DCI Managing Editor

Jeannine 
Hensley

Business Briefs

Local RV dealership serving 
southern Minnesota wins top award

495 West N. Street, Owatonna
507-451-7220 www.cashwise.com

CashWiseDelivers.com

FLOOR TECH

Carpet • Vinyl • Laminate Wood • Ceramic

Call Us Now for a Consultation!
Tim Wacek • 583-2276 • 322 E. Main, Blooming Prairie
Derek Reichl • 552-1637 • 2201 E. Main St., Albert Lea

Your source for all your flooring needs

Featuring:

Ag & Truck Tire Sales & Repair
Heavy Duty Truck • Ag & Implement Tire Repair & Sales

Wheel Alignment • Tire Balancing

• Aluminum  
Wheel Polishing 

• Tracks

Now Offering:

After hours 
507-455-0483

507-455-0388
870  32nd Ave NW, Owatonna, MN

Emergency OR On-The-Farm Repair

Servicing European • Domestic • Asian • Hybrid
Tow Truck Service Call:  507-440-0093

507-583-9994
536 Highway 218 S - Blooming Prairie, MN 55917

www.darrickspreferredauto.com

Your Full Service, One - Stop 
 Automotive Repair Shop

“This achievement 
would not be possible 
without the hard work of 
our team, their dedication 
to the industry and our 
loyal customers they serve 
every day.

 Mike Noble
Noble RV Owner

Your Community Mental Health Center Serving…  
For 50 Years”  WITH “ Providing Positive Direction  

for Life’s Problems since 1964

507-451-2630 • WWW.SCHRC.COM • 610 FLORENCE AVE., OWATONNA, MN 
Outside Owatonna: 800-722-0590; After-Hour Emergencies: 507-455-8100; Offices in Waseca and Kasson

All critters, all the time

Animals run, learn, 
snooze at Leashes 

and Leads

A change in the marketing 
department will be taking 
place at Prairie Meadows 
Senior Living in Kasson.

Vicky Heitman is stepping 
down from her position at 
Prairie Meadows. She will 
still be working part-time for 
Oxford Management at the 
Bluffs in Lake City as mar-
keting director. 

For the past 12 years, 
Heitman has commuted 
one hour to Kasson from 
the Lake City area. She is 
looking forward to more time 
with her family. In her new 
position in Lake City, she 
will be only 10 minutes from 
home.

Evonne Schlobohn will be 
taking Heitman’s place at 
Prairie Meadows.

An open house for Heit-
man will be on Tuesday from 
2-3:30 p.m. at Prairie Mead-
ows.

The Spring Senior Festival 
and Hymn Sing will be held 
at Faith Community Church 
in West Concord on Thurs-
day, April 19, at 2 p.m. All 
seniors are invited to come 
and enjoy singing the old fa-
vorite hymns and choruses 
led by Craig Anderson. 

Special musical guests 
will be the Aldrich family 
from FCC.  Pastor David 
Breederland will share a de-
votional. Refreshments will 
be served in the fellowship 
area following the program. 

Everyone is welcome. 
Invite your friends. Faith 
Community Church is locat-
ed on the north side of West 
Concord on Hwy 56. The 
facility is handicap acces-
sible. 

Transportation is available 
upon request by calling the 
church office at 507-527-
2245. 

Julian Currie, Human Re-
sources business partner at 

Marketing 
director leaving 
Prairie Meadows

Spring Senior 
Festival at Faith 

Community Church

Minimizer employee 
earns Rochester 

Volunteer of the Year 
award

Business Briefs

Minimizer, has been honored 
with the Rochester Chamber 

of Commerce 
Volunteer of the 
Year award.

Currie shares 
the honor with 
the 10 other 
members of 
the Steering 
Committee for 
Leadership 

Greater Rochester. LGR is 
a 10-month program that 
targets and recruits experi-
enced professionals with the 
goal of developing business 
and community leaders.

“I completed the program 
myself in 2015 and have 
been volunteering with the 
organization ever since,” 
Currie said.

The Rochester Chamber 
surprised the Steering Com-
mittee at the annual awards 
banquet in January.

“It’s humbling and gratify-
ing to share this award with 
the other members of the 
Steering Committee,” Currie 
said. “It’s a program that 
was very beneficial for me, 
personally, so serving on the 
Steering Committee is my 
own way of giving back.”

“We couldn’t be prouder 
to have such a fantastic 
business partner and person 

here at Minimizer,” Minimiz-
er Chief Visionary Craig 
Kruckeberg said. “Julian is 
an incredibly selfless person 
who deserves this award.”

LGR and the Steering 
Committee meet every 
month throughout the 
10-month program, with the 
group’s focus designed to 
improve Rochester and the 
surrounding areas.

“During my year in the 
program, we helped raise 
funds for the United Way and 
Rochester Public Library,” 
Currie said. “The end result 
expanded the number of 
mini libraries across Roches-
ter. Our goal was to en-
courage the area’s youth to 
read. We ended up with so 
many books that the surplus 
will enable the program to 
continue for the foreseeable 
future.”

In the future, Currie hopes 
to lead a class, serving as 
the group’s guide and mentor 
as it works its way through 
the 10-month program.

“This is a family. You build 
lifelong friendships and 
bonds not only with your 
fellow classmates, but with 
other alumni, as well,” Currie 
said.

CURRIE



Dear Savvy Senior,
Are there any senior-friendly devices 

that you can recommend for video calling? 
I live about a day’s drive from my 83-year-
old father and would like to see him more 
often but he doesn’t use a computer, tablet 
or a smartphone. 

Searching Susan

DVideo chatting is a great way to stay 
connected and keep tabs on an elder parent 
when you can’t be there. To help you and your 
dad achieve this, there are various products 
on the market today that offer simple video 
calling for seniors who are unfamiliar or 
uncomfortable with technology. Here are three 
unique devices to consider.

ViewClix
If you’re interested in a device that requires 

no input from your dad, check out the ViewClix 
Smart Frame. This is a 15-inch digital picture 
frame with video calling capabilities designed 
specifically for seniors. 

Ready to use right out of the box, this device 
lets family and friends make video calls and 
send photos (displayed as a slideshow) directly 

to your dad’s ViewClix Smart Frame anytime 
from their smartphone, tablet or computer. To 
do this, you simply download the free ViewClix 
app to your devices. 

All photos sent and video calls made to your 
dad’s ViewClix are received automatically. But, 
it is worth noting that this is a receiving device 
only. Your dad cannot initiate video calls from 
his ViewClix.

This device is available at ViewClix.com or 
800-304-4281 for $299 (Wi-Fi is required), or you 
can purchase their 4G Broadband model that 
works with T-Mobile if Wi-Fi is not available for 
$299, plus a $20 monthly broadband fee. 

GrandPad
Another nifty product that offers simple 

video calling, and much more, is the grandPad. 
This is an 8-inch touchscreen custom tablet 
designed for seniors, ages 75 and older. It comes 
with a stylus, charging stand and Verizon 4G 
LTE built-in so it works anywhere within the 
Verizon network – home Wi-Fi is not necessary. 

This unique tablet provides a simplified 
menu of big colorful icons and large text to only 
essential features, giving your dad clutter-free, 
one-touch access to make and receive video 

calls and phone calls, send 
voice emails, view photos and 
videos, listen to personalized 
music, check the weather, 
play games and more. But, 
to simplify usage and avoid 
confusion, it does not offer 
Web browsing. 

GrandPad also has a “Help” 
button that offers 24/7 phone/
tablet remote assistance to 
help your dad with any facet 
of his tablet, and it provides damage and theft 
insurance so if your dad breaks or loses his 
tablet it will be replaced at no additional cost. 
Available at grandPad.net or call 800-704-9412, 
a grandPad leases for $66 per month, or $49/
month if you pay one year in advance.

Echo Show
If you don’t think your dad would mind 

talking to a machine, the voice activated 
Amazon Echo Show is another senior-friendly 
device for video chatting (Wi-Fi is required). 

Available at Amazon.com for $230, the Echo 
Show has a 7-inch color touchscreen that would 
let your dad make and receive video calls to 

those who have their own device, or who have 
the free Amazon Alexa app installed on their 
smartphone or tablet. 

The Echo Show also offers a bevy of other 
features your dad might enjoy like voice-
activated access to news, weather, his favorite 
music and more.

Send your senior questions to: Savvy 
Senior, P.O. Box 5443, Norman, OK 73070, 
or visit SavvySenior.org. Jim Miller is a 
contributor to the NBC Today show and 
author of “The Savvy Senior” book.

History from the News Archives

Construction

Accountants

Steele County Times Professional Directory

Johnson Construction 
& Tree Service

Tree & Stump Removal •Trimming & Topping •Tree Moving 
Lot Clearing • Backhoe/Skidloader • Hauling General Construction

24 Hr. Emergency Services • Year Round Work • Licensed & Insured
KYLE JOHNSON • 507-583-7592
AUSTIN & BLOOMING PRAIRIE

Construction

Funeral Planning
A Simple, Thoughtful Act of Caring

PREARRANGEMENT & PREFUNDING

Worlein Blooming Prairie Funeral Home
418 Highway Ave S. ,Blooming Prairie, MN

Mary Kittelson
NFDA Certified Preplanning Consultant • Licensed Agent - Purple Cross Plans

507-583-7561
www.worlein.com

Automotive

ROD & TESS KOSTER, Owners
Bus: 507-583-2018 • Fax: 507-583-2317

Hwy. 218 • Blooming Prairie
www.kostercarkorner.com

FOR THAT HOMETOWN PERSONAL TOUCH

Garbage

SKJEVELAND ENTERPRISES
YOU CAN

 COUNT ON US!
Sanitation & Recycling Services

Pride in service since 2007

• Sanitation & Recycling Services
• Roll-Offs & Dumpsters
• Rubbish & Garbage Removal

Contact Skjeveland Enterprises today!

5 0 7 - 5 2 8 - 9 9 0 0

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

J.A. Gwilt Siders, Inc.
Siding,  Windows,  Gutters,  Roof ing & Decks

Known for our exceptional quality of material and labor.

Call 507-456-1504 
for your FREE 

estimates!
Serving Steele County 

for 20 years.

507.446.8900
2365 43rd St. NW • Owatonna

BridalRecreation

Hwy 218 S.
Blooming Prairie

www.minersoutdoor.com • 507-583-2712

Outdoor Power Equipment, 
Golf Carts, ATV, Sales Service, 

Parts & Accessories

Orthodontic Specialist
132 2ND AVE. NE

BLOOMING PRAIRIE

Building 

Healthy

Smiles!

Dr. Deborah J. Lien, DDS, MBSDr. Deborah J. Lien, DDS, MBS
ORTHODONTIC SPECIALIST

507.583.6613drdeborahlienorthodontics.com

FREE CONSULTATIONS

Prairie Manor Care Center 
& Heather Haus

220 3rd St. NW,
Blooming Prairie
583-4434

Simple video calling devices for tech-challenged seniors 
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583-7528
314 E. Main St., Blooming Prairie

www.johndoercpa.com

We understand small business 
because we are a small business

10 Years Ago
APRIL 8, 2008

DAN EVANS, PUBLISHER

Jelaine Gwilt was inducted into the Zeta Eta Chapter of Phi 
Theta Kappa at Riverland Community College on March 12. 
Gwilt is majoring in computer sciences. 

The Mower County Pork Producers have named Bryten 
Reuter as its 2008 ambassador scholarship winner. 

The final tally is in from the fifth annual Blooming Prairie 
Education Foundation auction. This year $44,000 was raised.

The Blooming Prairie kindergarten has almost completed 
its third year of everyday, all day, kindergarten programs. 
The teachers are really seeing the difference in having the 
kids all day every day versus every other day.

20 Years Ago
APRIL 7, 1998

ELSIE SLINGER, PUBLISHER

Cabela’s has opened a new store outside of Owatonna. It is 
expected to be a boon to Steele County. Cabela’s is the largest 
retail outfitter store in the Midwest. 

Former Blooming Prairie City Administrator Todd 
Prafke has his hands full in his new role as St. Peter city 
administrator. Last week St. Peter was devastated by a 
powerful tornado.

Three speech students from Blooming Prairie placed in 
the top six at the Section IIA contest held at Mankato Loyola 
April 3. Jason Harber received a first alternate to state while 
Amber Thompson and Maggie Romeo finished fifth and sixth.

50 Years Ago
APRIL 4, 1968

VICTOR, VERNON & VRYLE KREJCI, PUBLISHERS

Blooming Prairie’s council authorized the hiring of another 
full-time police officer. A discussion regarding law enforcement 
problems in the village was held and the city fathers decided 
that a second full-time police officer should be hired in the near 
future.

The Blooming Prairie Fire Department was called out 
seven times this past week to extinguish grass and brush fires 
that threatened to get out of control due to the extremely dry 
conditions that exist in the area. The volunteer firemen kept 
damage to a minimum at the various sites.

Twenty-two students at Blooming Prairie will be inducted 
into the National Honor Society. They are Susan Angell, Jeanne 
Butler, Daniel Grant, Greg Hansen, Deane Hatteberg, Larry 
Lorenzen, Louise Lysne, David Maixner, Noelle Odegard, 
Douglas Peterson, Karen Rossow, Gene Simonson, Mike Walsh, 
Melissa Wick, Virginia Beinhorn, Marsha Christianson, Mary 
Frey, Shirley Grunklee, Evelyn Heerema, Kathryn Jirele, Dale 
Magnuson and LaVerne Simonson.

75 Years Ago
APRIL 1, 1943

FRANK KREJCI, PUBLISHER

With the half-way goal reached in Steele County’s $800,000 
second War Bond Drive, Blooming Prairie and residents in 
this area are to be congratulated for the loyal respond they are 
making to meet the government’s April bond quota.

Sam A. Rask, secretary-treasurer National Farm Loan 
office, Blooming Prairie, has volunteered to register all persons 
desiring employment in the new government hemp mill to be 
erected here this spring.

Due to the health of her husband, Mrs. Josephine Berglund 
will hold a closing out sale of all personal property on the farm 
located just south of Bixby on the paved highway on Wednesday, 
April 21. Thirty head of livestock, 300 bushel of ear corn, full line 
of farm machinery will be sold to the high bidder.
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CLUES ACROSS
 1. Measurement (abbr.)
 4. Returned material au-
thorization (abbr.)
 7. Sorting
12. Attribute
15. Poked holes in
16. Angers
18. Doc
19. MLB journeyman pitch-
er Dillon
20. Not don’t
21. Snubs someone
24. Where kids bathe
27. One might be in distress
30. Chair
31. Music industry honors 
(abbr.)
33. Dash
34. Owed
35. Caucasian language
37. One thousand (Span.)
39. Musical style drum and 
bass
41. Evergreen trees native 
to warm climates
42. Begin __: start fresh
44. Marshy outlets
47. A chicken lays one
48. Yemen’s largest city
49. Conversion rate
50. Single Lens Reflex
52. Atlanta rapper
53. Reduce the importance 
of

56. Faces of buildings
61. Something achieved
63. Distribute again
64. Tooth caregiver
65. 007’s creator

CLUES DOWN
  1. Skater Lipinksi
 2. Data
 3. Single step

 4. Destroyed financially
 5. Fail to interpret correctly
 6. Fava d’__: tree found in 
Brazil
 7. Vehicle
 8. Limited
 9. Old English
10. Aussie golfer Norman
11. Job
12. Loose-fitting undergar-

ments
13. Protected by balancing
14. Give up
17. Fifth note of a major 
scale
22. Extravagantly bright
23. Takes dictation
24. 19th letter of Greek 
alphabet
25. Rounded knob (biology)
26. French philosopher 
Pierre
28. Mothers
29. Dardic ethnic group
32. Supports the rudder
36. An ugly evil-looking old 
woman
38. Of a fasting time
40. Filled with passengers
43. Below the ribs and 
above the hips
44. Binary-coded decimal
45. 51 is a famous one
46. Goes into a funk
51. Chief O’Hara actor 
54. Videocassette recorder
55. Scored perfectly
56. Type of tree
57. __ Spumante (Italian 
wine)
58. Popular commercial 
“pet”
59. Supreme god of Ancient 
Egyptians
60. Room in a home
62. __ and behold

Crossword solution

Let’s  get you movin!
Jennifer Walsh

507-438-6676
email: jenwalsh@kw.com

web: jenwalsh.kw.com

WEEKLY CROSSWORD



Suffering from stress, side 
effects of acute or chronic 
illnesses, or simply looking for 
relaxation? Healing Touch, a 
holistic energy therapy that 
supports the body’s natural 
healing process, is safe and 
supportive for all age groups.

“Healing Touch is a 
wonderful complement and 
sometimes alternative to 
pain treatment,” says Sharon 
Whelan, RN and certified 
healing touch practitioner at 
Owatonna Hospital. “Plus, it 
works on all aspects of you 
at the same time—physical, 

emotional, mental and 
spiritual.”

Healing Touch 
complements traditional 
health care and is used in 
collaboration with other 
approaches to health and 
healing. Benefits may include:

· reducing stress
· calming anxiety and 

depression
· decreasing pain
· strengthening the 

immune system
· enhancing recovery from 

surgery
·  deepening spiritual 

connection
· supporting cancer care
· creating a sense of well-

being
· easing acute and chronic 

conditions
· complementary care for 

neck and back problems.
“You receive benefits 

specific to your needs,” says 
Whelan. “It’s safe and clients 
often leave feeling relaxed and 
calm.”

Healing Touch is used 
extensively at hospitals, 
clinics and private practices. 
It’s a certified educational 

program and is endorsed by 
the American Holistic Nurses 
Association.

Outpatient sessions 
are available Wednesday 
afternoons from 1-4 p.m. 
at Penny George Institute 
for Health and Healing at 
Owatonna Hospital. For more 
information, pricing and to 
schedule an appointment, call 
507-977-2150.

The American Red Cross 
encourages eligible donors to 
give blood during National 
Volunteer Month this April. 
Donating blood is a simple 
way for those who are short 
on time to make a life-
changing difference.

 Kay Whaley knows the 
impact of blood donations. 
When she was 9, she was in 
an accident and received 
many transfusions. That 
experience inspired her to 
become a blood donor. “It 
takes about an hour of your 

time and could save the life 
of a friend, neighbor or even 
family member,” she said. 
“It doesn’t cost you anything 
and is the greatest gift you 
could give.”

 Volunteer donors are 
the only source of blood 
products for those in need 
of transfusions. Donors of 
all blood types are needed to 
help meet patient needs this 
spring.

 Make an appointment to 
donate blood by downloading 
the free Red Cross Blood 

Donor App, visiting 
RedCrossBlood.org or 
calling 1-800-RED CROSS (1-
800-733-2767). All those who 
come to donate from April 
9 to May 13, 2018, will be 
entered to win one of three 
$1,000 gift cards to a national 
home improvement retailer, 
courtesy of Suburban 
Propane. (Restrictions apply. 
More details are available at 
RedCrossBlood.org/Lets-Do-
More.) 

Upcoming blood donation 
opportunities include: 

Claremont 
9 a.m. – 3 p.m. April 14, St. 

John’s Lutheran Church 
Ellendale
11:30 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. April 

20, Community Center 
Owatonna 
10 a.m. – 4 p.m. April 14, 

Family Video 
10 a.m. – 4 p.m. April 

16, Riverland Community 
College 

9 a.m. – 3 p.m. April 27, 
Owatonna Hospital 

BLOOMING PRAIRIE

ELLENDALE/GENEVA/HOPE

OWATONNA/MEDFORD
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April 11
10:30 a.m. – Storytime, 

BP Library 
April 12
4 p.m. – Police 

Commission Meeting 
April 16
6:30 p.m. – Friends of the 

Library Meeting, BP Library 
6:30 p.m. – Board of 

Appeals 
7 p.m. – Public Hearing 

followed by City Council 
Meeting 

April 17
10:30 a.m. – Storytime, 

BP Library 

2:30 p.m. – BP Public 
Utilities Meeting 

4:30 p.m. – Fire 
Commission Meeting 

5:30 p.m. – Ambulance 
Commission Meeting 

7 p.m. – Planning & 
Zoning Meeting 

April 18 
Chamber Monthly 

Meeting, George’s of 
Geneva 

4:30 p.m. – Economic 
Development Authority 
Meeting 

April 11
3:30 p.m. – Community 

Ed (Button Art), Ellendale 
Cafeteria 

April 12
7:30 p.m. – Ellendale City 

Council Meeting, Community 
Building 

April 16
3:30 p.m. – Community Ed 

(Spring Gym Games), NRHEG 
NR Wrestling Room 

6:15 p.m. – ECFE Classes, 
NR Preschool Room 

April 17
3:30 p.m. – Community 

Ed (String Art) NR HS Lower 
Commons 

6:30 p.m. – Karate, Ellendale 
Gym South 

132 2nd Ave NE  | Blooming Prairie, MN
583.6613

Dr. Deborah J Lien
DDS, MBSORTHODONTIC SPECIALIST

GIVE THEM EVERY 
REASON TO SMILE

800-248-3855
www.minimizer.com

Blooming Prairie

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

April 12
11 a.m. – 1 p.m. – Student 

Job Fair, Owatonna High School 
2 p.m. & 7 p.m. – Movies at 

the Library, Owatonna Library 
5 p.m. – Airport Commission 

Meeting, Airport Lounge 
6 p.m. – Capture Owatonna 

Reception, Owatonna Library 
April 13
4:30 p.m. – Relight the Park 

Fundraiser 
April 14
9 a.m. – Young Life Cake 

Auction, Owatonna High 
School 

10 a.m. – 4 p.m. – Red Cross 
Blood Donation Drive, Family 
Video 

6:30 p.m. – American 
Showcase- Weep & Willow, 
History Center 

April 16
10 a.m. – 4 p.m. – Red Cross 

Blood Donation Drive, Riverland 
Community College 

4:30 p.m. – Owatonna Park 
& Rec Board Meeting, Park & 
Rec Shop 

6 p.m. – Sons of Norway 
Meeting, Owatonna Elks Lodge 

April 17 
9:30 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. – It’s 

Tale Time, Owatonna Library 
4:30 p.m. – Owatonna 

Library Board Meeting, 
Owatonna Library 

7 p.m. – Owatonna City 
Council Meeting, City Admin 
Building 

Stress buster available at Owatonna Hospital

Give blood with the Red Cross during National Volunteer Month 

J&H LIQUORJ&H LIQUOR
• BAR BINGO: Monday, 6:30 p.m.
•  BLOOMIN’ GRAPEVINE WINE CLUB: Meets Tuesdays at J&H Liquor 

from 7 to 8:30 p.m. On these dates: Jan. 30, Feb. 20, March. 20, April 
17 and May 8th/Season Finalé.  Benefits the BP Youth Club.

2018 EVENTS
• APRIL 7: Customer appriciation day “32” years of business
• JUNE 23: Cruise for Cancer ride
• JULY 3: Street dance (21 and over only)
• JULY 4: Open 9 a.m. to close
• JULY 21: B.O.B. ride: “Toys for Tots”

340 E. Main St. • Blooming Prairie • 583-7557
ALL EVENT DETAILS AVAILABLE AT J&H LIQUOR

BUSINESS FOR SALE:
Need a career change? 
Be your own boss!
Great opportunity to own this hometown bar/off-sale.  
Contact Harvey for details. 

WE CAN 
ACCOMMODATE 
YOUR BIRTHDAY, 

ANNIVERSARY, OR 
RETIREMENT PARTY.

The Steele County Historical Society 
(SCHS) will host Weep and Willow for 
the first 2018 Americana Showcase on 
Saturday at the History Center. 

Weep and Willow are husband and 
wife, Miles Nielsen and Kelly Steward, 
the Americana duo expresses genuine 
artistic and romantic passion. “The 
songs and sounds of Weep and Willow 
are two hearts connected with one thing 
in common, the love of an honest song. 
Lyrical honesty of a man and a woman 
who found each other in a dark corner of 
life. With a connection that sings, these 
are two human beings, that breathe life, 
hope, dreams, and love,” the duo shares.

Nielsen is no stranger to the industry 
having found success in the past decade 
of his career both as a solo artist and as 
the bandleader of the Rusted Hearts, and, 
as the son of Cheap Trick’s Rick Nielsen, 
music is in his blood. Rusted Hearts 
members Dave McClellan and Adam 
Plamann and Vandaveer collaborator, 

Duane Lundy, help the couple flesh out 
their sound on their debut EP.

Their tight, earthy harmonies bolster 
the romance of “Over the Moon” (“Tell 
me that your heart is true, I’m the sun 
and you’re the moon”) and the subtle 
sensuality of “In Too Deep” “breathe on 
my neck like it’s the last breath.”

Fittingly, Miles shared with Elmore 
Magazine, “I hope everyone turns these 
songs up loud while they’re enjoying 
a bubble bath.” Kelly adds, “Weep and 
Willow is two lives colliding and finding 
that their worlds are alive, and the 
harmonies are rich, and the songs are 
real, and all makes sense why every step 
you took brought you here to this very 
moment to make music.”

Growing up Nielsen was surrounded 
by all manner of folk, rock, blues, pop, 
and more, certainly comes through 
in Weep & Willow’s style, however the 
central driver of this project is the bond 
between Nielsen and Steward themselves. 

Everything, from song titles (“Over the 
Moon”), to choices in metaphors (So 
it goes / we mend and sew / until the 
needles broke) radiates a focus on the 
true love and the genuine chemistry they 
discovered as a new couple and then as a 
musical partnership.

Americana Showcase celebrates the 
rich musical heritage of the American 
Midwest by connects artists with music 
lovers of all ages. This community 
gathering creates a vibrant conversation 
between artists and listners alike, in a 
unique and intimate environment.

Tickets are available at the 
Steele County History Center or 
can be purchased online at www.
steelehistorymuseum.org. Available in 
advance or at the door, space is limited, 
SCHS member $15 per person, non-
members $20 per person. Doors open at 
6:30 p.m., music begins at 7:30 p.m. Wine, 
beer and soda available at the cash bar.

The monthly outreach 
hours for the Steele County 
Veterans Services have been 
announced for April.

Rene Gilormini, veterans 
service officer for the county, 
will be at the Blooming 
Prairie Servicemen’s Club on 
Wednesday, April 18 from 9:30 
to 10:30 a.m. 

After the BP visit, 
Gilormini will move over to 
Ellendale where he will be at 
the Community Building from 
11 to 11:30 a.m.

Any questions may be 
directed to the Veteran’s 
Service Office at 507-444-7460.

Galloping into spring will 
be taking place on Saturday, 
April 21 at Christ the King 
Church in Medford.

The Court St. Anne #1840 
of the Catholic Daughters of 
the Americas will be hosting 
a spring luncheon. Doors 
will open at 11:15 a.m. with 
entertainment by Ditch Creek 
Dixies starting at 11:45 a.m. 
Lunch will be served at noon.

During the luncheon, there 

Weep and Willow coming to history center

Vets service officer 
comes to area

Meatball Dinner 
coming to 

Geneva 

Albert Lea 
Community 
Theatre to 

perform ‘The 
Miracle Worker’

Sons of Norway 
to meet Monday

Gallop into 
spring with 

Catholic 
Daughters

Don’t miss all the
                 “Better Choices!”

Plan your viewing with the IN FOCUS Program Guide!
Delivered to you monthly • 1 Year Member Subscription $35.

email: MBednar@KSMQ.Org or 507.481.2098

The Nortonna Lodge 
1-638 of the Sons of Norway 
meets on Monday, April 
16. Supper is served at 6 
p.m. for a cost of $7 at the 
Owatonna Elks Lodge, 126 
East Vine Street.

The program is “Sailing 
the Viking Way.” Skipper 
Dean Rau has survived to 
tell the tale of the sailboat 
Raven’s return to Bayfield 

The Community Lutheran 
Church of Geneva is 
sponsoring its 16th Annual 
Meatball Dinner from 11 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. on Sunday, April 29 
at the church. 

Worship service is at 9:30 
a.m. 

The menu includes 
mashed potatoes and gravy, 
corn, coleslaw, buns and 
assorted pies for dessert. Cost 
is a free will donation. 

Tickets for a quilt raffle 
will also be available at 
$1 per ticket and can be 
purchased at the door from 
the WELCA women. 

Albert Lea Community 
Theatre (ACT) continues its 
53rd season with the drama 
“The Miracle Worker” at the 
Marion Ross Performing Arts 
Center, April 19–28. 

Written by William Gibson 
and immortalized on stage 
and screen, “The Miracle 
Worker” tells the story 
of Anne Sullivan and her 
student, blind and mute Helen 
Keller. The play dramatizes 
the volatile relationship 
between the lonely teacher 
and her charge. Trapped in 
a secret, silent world, unable 
to communicate, Helen is 
violent, spoiled, and almost 
sub-human, and treated by 
her family as such. Only 
Anne realizes that there is 
a mind and spirit waiting to 
be rescued from the dark, 
tortured silence.

 Some of the primary 
cast members include Zsofi 
Eastvold as Helen, Misty 
Nelson as Anne, Jennifer 
Modderman as Kate Keller, 
Mark Place as Captain Keller 
and Luke Zacharias as James 
Keller.

from Norway via Viking 
routes across the North 
Atlantic and is looking 
forward to sharing his 
experiences. According 
to Rau, his story is one of 
a long journey, in a small 
boat, on a remote part of the 
North Atlantic Ocean.  

If you would like 
more information on the 
Nortonna Lodge of the Sons 
of Norway, contact Cindy or 
Paul Hokanson at 507-451-
9301.

PILLOW CLEANING

MOBILE

FOR SALE: CUSTOM MADE NEW PILLOWS & DOWN COMFORTERS

YOUR PILLOWS MADE CLEANER THAN NEW FOR LITTLE MORE THAN THE COST OF NEW TICKING

(Tue. evening drop-off 6-8 p.m.) 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 20 7:30 AM-3 PM

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH, BLOOMING PRAIRIE
SPONSORED BY ESTHER CIRCLE • COFFEE SERVED

•New Ticking of your choice
•On the Spot Cleaning
•Returned Same Day

•Cleaned •Deodorized
•Sanitized •Fluffed

Crushed foam pillows 
CAN BE CLEANED.

Polyester pillows 
CAN BE RECOVERED.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 25 • 7:30 AM-3 PM

PILLOW CLEANING

Help Wanted
Apply within

Part-time Bartender
Must be available nights and weekends.

Full job description and application can be obtained at 
Municipal Liquor Store.  Starting wage is $12 per hour.

Part-time Cook
Must be available nights and weekends.

Full job description and application can be obtained at 
Municipal Liquor Store. Starting wage is $11.20 per hour.

Ellendale Liquor Store: 217 5th Ave, Ellendale 
or the City Office at: 106 6th Ave. West, Ellendale

will also be door prizes, a 
raffle, bake sale and lots of fun 
and fellowship.

Tickets of $10 are available 
from Court St. Anne members 
or at the door. 

Proceeds benefit Habitat 
for Humanity, local youth 
scholarships and several 
other community oriented 
projects.

Christ the King is located 
at 205 2nd Ave. NW in 
Medford.
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BP Cancer Group’s Designer Purse Bingo
and Loaded Bloody Marys

Saturday, April 21, 2018 • 1:00 PM • BP Serviceman’s Club

Authentic Coach, Michael Kors, & Kate Spade
10 Games and Door Prizes

$30 Pre-sale • $35 At the Door
Tickets available at Krejci Ford, BP Servicemen’s Club,  

and the Pizza Cellar through April 20, 2018.
To sponsor a purse in memory or in honor of a friend or loved one,  

please contact Lindsey (Krejci) French at 507-438-8799
Food and beverages available.  

Questions? Contact Cheri Krejci at 507-438-6895
All proceeds benefit the BP Cancer Group
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We have 23 years of experience helping people say 
goodbye to headaches, neck pain, back pain, stiffness, 

soreness and sleepless nights. We’ll help you, too!

Celebrating 23 years of helping people live pain free

Call today to schedule your consultation!

866-5DR-CHAD OR 507-583-2271
344 E. Main Street, PO Box 395 Blooming Prairie, MN 55917

Chad M. Eischens, D.C.
Doctor of Chiropractic
Certified Medical Examiner

NEW PATIENT 
SPECIAL

$23 Includes  
Consultation,  

Complete Examination 
and X-Rays!

Valid April 9-20, 2018

All additional services billed at our 
customary fees.

DON’T WASTE ANOTHER  
MINUTE SUFFERING FROM:
– HEADACHES
– LOW BACK / NECK PAIN
– AUTO / WORK RELATED INJURIES
– PERSONAL INJURIES
– CHRONIC PAIN
– COLIC
– BEDWETTING
– CHRONIC EAR INFECTIONS
– CARPEL TUNNEL
– MAINTAINING YOUR HEALTH

www.drchad.org

NEW PATIENT
SPECIALSPECIAL

$23
Includes 

Consultation, 
Complete Examination 

and X-Rays!
Valid April 9-20, 2018

All additional services billed at our 
customary fees.

DON’T WASTE ANOTHER
MINUTE SUFFERING FROM:
– HEADACHES
– LOW BACK / NECK PAIN
– AUTO / WORK RELATED INJURIES
– PERSONAL INJURIES
– CHRONIC PAIN
– COLIC
– BEDWETTING
– CHRONIC EAR INFECTIONS
– CARPEL TUNNEL
– MAINTAINING YOUR HEALTH

A NEW 
TWIST TO 

BINGO

BY HOWARD LESTRUD
STAFF WRITER

A new twist to Bingo is being 
introduced by the Blooming 
Prairie Cancer Group with 
a Designer Purse Bingo and 
loaded Bloody Mary’s event on 
Saturday, 
April 21 at 
the Blooming 
Prairie 
Servicemen’s 
Club.

The fun 
starts at 1 
p.m. All are 
welcome. Food 
and drink will 
be available.

Tickets 
are available 
in advance 
at $30 each 
until April 
20 at Krejci 
Ford, the BP 
Servicemen’s 
Club and at the 
Pizza Cellar. 
On the day 
of the Bingo 
event, tickets 
will cost $35.

Cheri 
Krejci, 
treasurer of the BP Cancer 
Group, said the idea of trying 
this novel event was suggested 
by Denise Krell. Cheri and 
her daughter Lindsey French 
attended the Purse Bingo party 
at the Mantorville Restoration 
Society.

“We had a blast,” Krejci said. 
Looking forward to Blooming 

Prairie’s own purse Bingo party, 
she said, “It should be fun.”

Ten purses and eight wallets 
and wristlets will be given away. 
Door prizes are also planned to 
be given to some lucky winners.

Rules for the Designer 
Purse Bingo allows all single 
game winners to claim their 
favorite purse. All purses will 
be sponsored and some of the 
sponsors are placing items in the 
classy purses. 

To sponsor a purse, contact 
French at 507-438-8799. Some 
sponsorships are still available 
ranging from $38 to $80. 

One of the Coach purses 
is sponsored by the family of 
Beth (Born) Ohnstad. She died 
fighting cancer at age 43 some 18 
years ago.

The final game of the day 
will be a blackout for a Coach 
purse and Coach wallet, the 
value listed at $600. This purse is 

sponsored by the 
family of Cheri 
Krejci in her 
honor.

Authentic 
Coach, Michael 
Kors and Kate 
Spade purses 
will be given. 
In case of a tie, 
winners will be 
allowed to pick a 
wallet, wristlet 
or cash.

Participants 
can buy extra 
cards if they 
wish to have a 
better chance to 
win.

Caleb 
Ostrander, 
former sports 
director at 
KAAL Television 
and currently 
a marketing 
specialist for 

Minimizer, will be the celebrity 
Bingo caller.

Members of the BP Cancer 
Group will be working on 
another fundraising activity 
the same day as Purse Bingo. 
Volunteers will be selling 50 
$50 tickets at the Deer Creek 
Speedway in Stewartville.
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BP Cancer Group 
sponsors Designer 

Purse Bingo
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Cheri Krejci, 
treasurer of the 
Blooming Prairie 
Cancer Group, 
displays two of 
the purses that 
will be given away 
at the First Annual 
BP Cancer Group’s 
Designer Purse 
Bingo on Saturday, 
April 21 at the BP 
Servicemen’s Club.

RULES OF THE ROAD: Panel on safe driving
FROM RULES, B3

Driver Meets the Road, was 
moderated by Kirby Knutson.

Comprising the five panelists 
were: Mike Stormo, a science 
teacher at Owatonna High School 
and Driver’s Education instructor, 
Dean Rhoades, vice president – 
director of risk 
management  
at Federated 
Insurance, 
Laramie 
Sandquist, 
general 
manager – risk 
management 
resources at 
Federated 
Insurance, Steele County Sheriff Lon 
Thiele, and Sgt. Troy Christianson 
from the Minnesota Highway Patrol.

Tying in with the Autos and 
Roads exhibit, which will be ending 
soon, the presentation sought to 
educate Steele County residents 
with a discussion focused on driver 
safety as well as the evolving state of 
automobile technology.

Knutson began his moderation by 
informing the audience that this will 
be the last of the History Center’s 
round table panels covering Autos 
and Road. “We’ve done automobiles, 
roads, bridges, and tonight we’re 
bringing the driver into it,” he said. 

After all the panelists were 
introduced, Sheriff Thiele started 
things off by stating that, “public 
safety is an issue for everyone, and 
that’s what we’re all about.”

Distracted driving took center 
stage in the early going for the 
panel, with Rhoades of Federated 
postulating on its widespread toll. 
“What we’re seeing is an absolute 
epidemic with distracted driving, and 

people basically not paying attention 
on the road,” Rhoades said.  

“We can give you your money 
back, but we can’t bring people back,” 
Rhoades reminded the audience. 
Federated has many clients who 
utilize their auto insurance for fleets 

of 18-wheelers. 
Even in 

the realm of 
commercial 
trucking and 
shipping, 
Sandquist of 
Federated feels, 
“there’s no doubt 
we’ve seen a 
huge increase of 

incidents and cost.” Sandquist knows 
that technology can be convenient 
and necessary but admits, “these 
tools can definitely be helpful, but 
they can also be a distraction.”

Driverless cars have become a 
recent innovation that has seen some 
practical use within the public. Being 
a commercial insurance company, 
Federated does expect that they will 
see a much earlier adoption of this 
technology sooner than the private 
sector.

When asked about the possibility 
of driverless technology affecting 
actuaries, Sandquist said, “It is 
something we’re looking at.”

Sandquist added, “If it becomes 
a full-scale adoption it will matter 
who’s in charge of the vehicle, 
whether it’s the owner, the 
manufacturer, the driver, or maybe 
even the chipmaker.”

Sgt. Christianson, whose 
experience includes 18 years with the 
State Patrol, explained, “as a crash 
reconstructionist, I’ve investigated 
over 500 fatal crashes, and over 1,000 

serious 
cases.”

According to Sgt. Christianson, 
he avoids using the term “accident” 
as much as possible. “Pretty much all 
vehicle crashes can be prevented,” 
Christianson said, continuing by 
adding that most crashes are caused 
by distracted or impaired driving, 
driving over the speed limit, or not 
following safety regulations such as 
wearing a seatbelt.

Christianson finds that the 
innovations in technology have made 
the job a lot easier. “We use an ACM, 
an Airbag Control Module, which 
can tell us the date, how fast the car 
was traveling, and the percentage of 
things like breaking and steering, 
the data can then be downloaded 
without a search warrant, which 
makes our job much easier,” he said. 

Sgt. Christianson explained that 
all vehicles have an ACM, and that 
they have been mandatory since 
2012. Prior to this technology, those 
working in crash reconstruction 
such as Sgt. Christianson had 
to do on-site walkthrough crash 
investigations.

An example he included for the 
audience was a crash from 2007, 
in which he had to determine the 
car’s speed and trajectory using tire 
tracks, the final resting place of the 
vehicle, and an equation designed 
to pinpoint the minimum speed the 
car had been going. This equation 
calculates its result by using 
variables such as drag factor, speed, 
and distance in feet the car had 
traveled.

In this particular case, the driver 
was tested with .19 blood alcohol 
content, which Sgt. Christianson 
says indicates a level of “extreme 
intoxication.” 

They had to tear the roof of the car 
off in order to get at the passengers, 
all of whom miraculously survived 
the crash. The driver was charged 
with criminal vehicular operation 
and sentenced to four years in prison.

Rhoades of Federated says that 

adoptions of technologies such as 
an ACM, in conjunction with on-
board cameras and GPS, are being 
encouraged for businesses that use 
vehicles for transportation.

“By having these on-board, 
it allows business owners and 
dispatchers to know what they’re 
doing at all times,” Rhoades 
explained. “The technology is 
fantastic, but you need to explain to 
drivers why we’re doing it.”

Sandquist, reminded the audience 
that a lot of these professional drivers 
are very professional.

Sgt. Christianson agreed. 
“Semi drivers are being watched 
closer than they’ve been before,” 
he said. It would seem it’s now the 

unprofessional drivers who need to 
be more cautious and aware while on 
the road.

“By July they all have to have 
cameras and GPS and logs, which is 
hard on small companies, but it will 
make things safer,” Sgt. Christianson 
said.

The cost of these implementations 
varies by the size of each company’s 
fleet, but Sandquist estimated they 
could cost around $750 to $1,000 
per rig, plus maintenance. “It’s an 
investment, but if you consider how 
expensive a rig is today, it’s a good 
investment if it protects people.”

Even with technology that 
guarantees a safer driving 
experience for professionals, average 
drivers need to be aware. “You have 
to do a better job of being a defensive 
driver than you once were,” Sheriff 
Thiele cautioned.

Distracting driving was a 
regular thread throughout the 
panel. Stormo, who teaches driver’s 
education, explained that he reminds 
his kids about this on a near daily 
basis. “Absolutely, all the time,” he 
said.

“Over and over we teach this,” 
Stormo stressed. But he also feels 
it’s up to the parents to set a good 
example. “We should have a parent 
class for distracted driving,” he 
suggested.

Both Stormo and Thiele use a 
driving simulator to demonstrate 
the distracting effect of texting 
while driving. “I think it’s effective 
in teaching the right way to drive,” 
Thiele surmised.

“Basically what we’re saying is 
set the phone down while you’re 
driving,” the sheriff reiterated at the 
end of the panel.
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Check out   UR     LLAR Selection!O OD
Creamette 
Egg Noodles 
12 oz 

Buy 2 
Get 3  
FREE

Sweet  
Baby Ray’s 
BBQ Sauce 
18 oz 

Buy 2 
Get 3 FREE

Simply  
Done  
Disinfectant  
Wipes 
$1.00 off 
20 Savers Points

Dynamo  
Laundry  

Detergent 
100 oz

Buy 2 
Get 3 FREE

Nyquil or 
Dayquil 

12 oz
$1.00 off 

20 Savers Points

Get 3 FREE

Open Acres 
Shrimp 

16 oz
$1.00 off 

20 Savers Points

NRHEG

NRHEG Elementary- Ellendale

Mason

Sponsored by:

of the Week

This week’s Panther of the Week is Mason Hayes. Mason 
resides in New Richland with his parents Rome and Jenny 
Hayes. He is in Mrs. Schultz third grade class. 

Mason is thoughtful and kind to others. He has been 
working hard on listening during class time and getting 
homework done. One of his best attributes is his smile and 
positive attitude. 

Mason enjoys video games, soccer, football, baseball, and 
riding his bike. 

Keep up the great work Mason!

STAFF PHOTO BY CHRIS BALDWIN
Sgt. Troy Christianson of the State Patrol displays photos of a crash he 
investigated in 2007 to the audience at last Thursday’s Driver Meets the Road 
panel at the Steele County History Center. 

We can give you your mon-
ey back, but we can’t bring 
people back.”

-Dean Rhoades
Federated Insurance
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BASKETBALL

Even 
the 
most 
cold 
weather 
winter 
fanatics 
must be 
getting 
a little 
tired 
of this 
eternal 
winter. 
The 

Minnesota Twins have 
played a half dozen baseball 
games, including their home 
opener, the high school 
spring sports teams have yet 
to see one minute of practice 
time outdoors and the latest 
snowfall just flummoxed the 
entire population. This is one 
of those years when everyone 
has the same question, “Will 
spring ever come?”

Weather experts around 
the state are practically 
falling over each other 
informing us that this is the 
longest winter in some thirty 
or forty years and that when 
the weather does finally 
break, the recent snows have 
increased the possibility of 
spring flooding. That is about 
the only sure thing that 
we in this area don’t have 
to worry about. I guess we 
can complain all we want, 
but weather something in 
which we have no control at 
all. So, we may just as well 
sit back and enjoy life while 
everyone continues to wait 
for those annual times of 
budding trees and flowers, 
green grass and conditions 
conducive to spring sports.

This period of inactivity 
at the local high school, 
while everyone waits for 
the weather finally to settle 

down has had one plus for 
me. I had the opportunity to 
take my whole family to the 
Chanhassen Dinner Theater 
as an Easter treat. 

“Newsies,” based on a 
newspaper strike by New 
York City newsboys back 
in 1898 formed the premise 
of the production, and my 
family really enjoyed the 
story and the choreography 
provided by a predominantly 
male cast of dancers. 
The strike ended with 
the paperboys winning 
concessions from the 
newspaper hierarchy, headed 
by Joseph Pulitzer. A great 
treat for the family, and as 
usual, the food was excellent 
too.

To top the theater 
experience off, last Saturday, 
several members of my 
family attended “Kinky 
Boots’ at the Ordway. This 
one featured a family in 
England that was trying to 
keep a shoe factory above 
water. Making a special pair 
of boots that would make a 
splash in the shoe market 
provided the goal, and I am 
not giving much away when 
I say that those special boots 
saved the day. 

Here again, the production 
had an excellent cast that 
told the story and performed 
the dances with great 
enthusiasm and competence. 
That made two entertaining 
experiences in one week, and 
I thoroughly enjoyed both 
performances

ADS THAT SELL
For those in the 

community that have 
Facebook, Blooming Prairie 
Chamber of Commerce 
President Greg Johnson has 
been flooding the site with 
local ad presentations and 
they have provided great 

interest and entertainment. 
I hope they are also selling 
local products, as they are 
short, but well staged and 
informative. A tip of the hat 
this week goes to Johnson 
and his staff for the video 
productions espousing local 
businesses. Well done.

COMING UP
Just like spring sports, 

community activity is 
just a little random for a 
few weeks. Open houses 
at J & H Liquor and T&T 
Motorcycles brought many 
in this past Saturday, and 
a couple of other events 
are on the docket soon, 
but otherwise, everyone 
is impatiently awaiting an 
actual spring beginning. The 
local chamber of commerce 

will hold its April meeting at 
Geneva on Wednesday, April. 
18, and the Cancer Group 
has scheduled a designer 
purse bingo night at the Pizza 
Cellar on Saturday, April 21. 

We hope by then that the 
high school sports’ teams 
will finally have good enough 
weather for some contests 
to be played. It just feels like 
this winter weather has been 
a never-ending proposition 
this year, but one thing we 
know for sure. Spring will 
come; we just don’t know 
when. Continue to think 
spring, enjoy whatever 
Mother Nature brings, and 
we’ll talk again.

STILL NO SPRING

Outside 
the Lines

LEMAR NELSON

Veteran Boles 
pulls out win in 
Bandit season 

opener

BY LEMAR NELSON
STAFF WRITER

According to Blooming Prairie 
boys’ basketball coach Nate Piller, 
there are always mixed feelings when 
the end of a season arrives. Usually, 
like this year, it is too sudden, when 
you would like to keep playing and 
keep winning games. That was 
especially true for Piller this past 
season.

“For me, the season went too fast, 
particularly practice,” Piller said. “I 

love practice with these guys, as that 
practice has never been too long or 
felt like a burden. The boys worked 
hard in practice, and I really felt like 
they took very few practices off. 

“For the seniors, the end happens 
quickly and the end of the athletic 
career for most of them is over,” he 
continued. “I will no longer work 
with them on a daily basis, but I will 
cherish the memories and bonds we 
built together. Good luck to them.”

In compiling a summary for the 
season, some interesting statistics 
were attributed to several of the 

players. Sophomores Kaden Thomas 
and Karson Vigeland led the team in 
scoring, and just 11 points separated 
the pair. Thomas had 279 points, with 
Vigeland getting 268. Senior Jake 
Ressler pulled down 219 rebounds, an 
11.2 per game average, and Vigeland 
and Gabe Hagen finished second and 
third. 

Senior Cameron Kubista led 
the team in both assists and steals 
(74 and 44), with Thomas second 
in both categories. Vigeland made 
55.5 percent of his 2-point field goal 
tries, Thomas made 27.5 percent of 

his 3-point attempts, and he made 
70 percent of his free throw efforts. 
Ressler averaged almost three blocks 
a game with 80 to his credit. That was 
over 50 more than Vigeland in second 
place 

Piller is already planning for next 
season and the past season has been 
evaluated. 

He has had individual meetings 
with the returning letter winners, 
and several of the boys have begun 
with AAU basketball and/or off–
season individual improvement 
plans.

Although the weather has not 
been cooperative so far, most of 
the boys have begun spring sports. 
Knuckling down to academics has 
also been a goal for the athletes.

Piller concluded his assessment 
by stressing that improvement and 
continual learning is year-round and 
life-long. 

“I think it is important that the 
boys know this and my message is 
to seek out challenges in all aspects 
of life that drive continuous daily 
improvement,” he said. “We are not 
done as individuals or as athletes.”

Coach rues season end 

 

PHOTOS BY DENNIS MARSHALL 
Left: Blooming Prairie senior Max Romeo goes for block in a game 

earlier this season. Middle: Blooming Prairie sophomore Isaac Ille brings the ball up the court against NRHEG earlier this season. Right: Blooming Prairie senior Jake Ressler watches as his shot attempts sails 
towards the basket in a game earlier this season.

 

SUBMITTED ARTICLE

Allen Boles gave it his 
all last year, but try as he 
might, he couldn’t catch 
eventual champ Ricky Rude 
(#14).

This year may be 
different.

In a tight finish, Boles 
(#3) captured the checkered 
flag in the Bandit Big Rig 
Series feature at Mobile 
International Speedway 
March 24. For his efforts, 
Boles stole a $10,000 check, 
as well as bragging rights.

“It’s about time!” Boles 
said. “I came close to some 
feature wins last year, but 
this is awesome to finally 
capture first.”

Boles held off Tommy 
Boileau (#16), Rude, 
newcomer Mark Noble 
(#74) and Tyler Kruckeberg 
(#54), who earned a top-five 
feature finish for the first 
time in his career.

“I was very happy for all 
these Bandits and how much 
they put into their trucks 
during the offseason,” 
Bandit general manager 
Jason Johnson said.

Despite being a makeup 
date for rain, the event saw a 
near-capacity crowd take in 
all the action.

“Great turnout by our 

fans,” Johnson said. “The 
fans of Alabama were out in 
full force.”

In addition to Boles’ 
feature win, the March 24 
event saw the debut of a 
special event - an Australian 
Pursuit race, which features 
two Bandits going head-to-
head for just one lap, with 
the winner advancing to 
the next round. When all 
was said and done, Boileau 
was the only Bandit left 
standing.

“It’s too bad this wasn’t 
for the $10,000 check!” 
Boileau said, laughing. 
“That was a ton of fun.”

“The Australian Pursuit 
race was filled with action,” 
Johnson said. “Very 
impressed the Bandits kept 
it clean with nothing but 
bragging rights on the line.

In addition to all of the 
racing action, Minimizer 
sponsored the Fan Series 
Truck Show.

“It’s a free work truck 
show in which anyone can 
enter. No politics or trophies, 
just fun. People can come 
hang out and have a great 
time,” said Steve Hansen, 
director of marketing for 
Minimizer. “We’ll be hosting 
one before every race this 
season.”

RESULTS WEEK TWENTY-FIVE
APRIL 10, 2018

Team Standings	 Won	 Lost
1. Kosters’ Kar Corner	 40.5	 11.5
2. F & M Bank	 34	 18
3. Bunkie’s Lanes & Grill	 26	 26
4. B to Z Hardware	 20	 32
5.  J & H/Dairy Queen	 17	 35
5.Epic Contracting	 18.5	 33.5
6. J & H/Dairy Queen	 17	 35
High Team Game –Scratch
F & M Bank                                      655
High Team Game- Handicap
J & H/Dairy Queen                       597
High Team Series- Scratch
F & M Bank	 1813
High team Series- Handicap
 J & H/Dairy Queen	 1758
High Game Individual
1. Judy Esplan	 182
2. Becky Noble	 179
High Series Individual
1. Judy Esplan	 496
2. Becky Noble	 487

LADIES BOWLING LEAGUE

AUTO RACING
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FORECLOSURE

NOTICE

NOTICE

NOTICE

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

18-108886

THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION 
OF THE DEBT AND IDENTITY 
OF THE ORIGINAL CREDITOR 
WITHIN THE TIME PROVIDED 
BY LAW IS NOT AFFECTED BY 
THIS ACTION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, 
that default has occurred in the 
conditions of the following de-
scribed mortgage:
DATE OF MORTGAGE:  Febru-
ary 9, 2015
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL 
AMOUNT OF MORTGAGE:  
$111,600.00
MORTGAGOR(S):  Billie J. Dou-
glass and Tonia S. Douglass, 
husband and wife
MORTGAGEE:  Mortgage Elec-
tronic Registration Systems, Inc.
TRANSACTION AGENT:	
Mortgage Electronic Registra-
tion Systems, Inc.
MIN#:  100397204013507311 
LENDER OR BROKER AND 
MORTGAGE ORIGINATOR 
STATED ON THE MORTGAGE:  
Nationstar Mortgage LLC 
SERVICER:  Nationstar Mort-
gage LLC d/b/a Mr. Cooper
DATE AND PLACE OF FILING: 
Filed March 31, 2015, Steele 
County Recorder, as Document 
Number A000401474
ASSIGNMENTS OF MORT-
GAGE:  Assigned to: Nationstar 
Mortgage LLC d/b/a Mr. Cooper  
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF 
PROPERTY:
Lot 7, Block 9, Original Townsite 
of the Village of Blooming Prai-
rie, except the North 80 Feet 
thereof.
PROPERTY ADDRESS:  206 E 
Main St, Blooming Prairie, MN 
55917
PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER:  14-100-0911 
COUNTY IN WHICH PROPER-
TY IS LOCATED:  Steele
THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO 
BE DUE ON THE MORTGAGE 
ON THE DATE OF THE NO-
TICE:  $108,647.69
THAT all pre-foreclosure re-
quirements have been complied 
with; that no action or proceed-
ing has been instituted at law or 
otherwise to recover the debt 
secured by said mortgage, or 
any part thereof;
PURSUANT, to the power of sale 
contained in said mortgage, the 
above described property will be 
sold by the Sheriff of said county 
as follows:
DATE AND TIME OF SALE:  
May 22, 2018, 10:00am
PLACE OF SALE:  Sheriff’s 
Main Office, Law Enforcement 
Center, 204 Pearl Street East, 
Owatonna, MN 55060
to pay the debt secured by said 
mortgage and taxes, if any, on 
said premises and the costs 
and disbursements, including 
attorneys fees allowed by law, 
subject to redemption within 6 
months from the date of said 
sale by the mortgagor(s) the 
personal representatives or as-
signs.

TIME AND DATE TO VACATE 
PROPERTY:  If the real estate is 
an owner-occupied, single-fam-
ily dwelling, unless otherwise 
provided by law, the date on or 
before which the mortgagor(s) 
must vacate the property, if the 
mortgage is not reinstated under 
section 580.30 or the property 
is not redeemed under section 
580.23, is 11:59 p.m. on Novem-
ber 22, 2018, or the next busi-
ness day if November 22, 2018 
falls on a Saturday, Sunday or 
legal holiday.

“THE TIME ALLOWED BY LAW 
FOR REDEMPTION BY THE 
MORTGAGOR, THE MORT-
GAGOR’S PERSONAL REP-
RESENTATIVES OR ASSIGNS, 
MAY BE REDUCED TO FIVE 
WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL OR-
DER IS ENTERED UNDER 
MINNESOTA STATUTES SEC-
TION 582.032 DETERMINING, 
AMONG OTHER THINGS, 
THAT THE MORTGAGED 
PREMISES ARE IMPROVED 
WITH A RESIDENTIAL DWELL-
ING OF LESS THAN 5 UNITS, 
ARE NOT PROPERTY USED 
FOR AGRICULTURAL PRO-
DUCTION, AND ARE ABAN-
DONED.

Dated: March 27, 2018

Nationstar Mortgage LLC d/b/a 
Mr. Cooper Assignee 

of Mortgagee  

SHAPIRO & ZIELKE, LLP

BY	 ______________
Lawrence P. Zielke - 152559

Melissa L. B. Porter - 0337778
Randolph W. Dawdy - 2160X

Gary J. Evers - 0134764
Tracy J. Halliday - 034610X

Attorneys for Mortgagee
Shapiro & Zielke, LLP

12550 West Frontage Road, 
Suite 200

Burnsville, MN 55337
(952) 831-4060

THIS IS A COMMUNICATION 

STATE OF MINNESOTA IN 
DISTRICT COURT 

COUNTY OF STEELE  
THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT

Court File Number:
74-JV-18-518

SUMMONS 
Child In Need of Protection 

or Services Petition

IVAN QUIJANO 
415 WESTERN AVENUE #135 
FARIBAULT MN 55021

In the Matter of the Welfare of 
the Child(ren) of: Jamie Holey 
(Mother) and Ivan Quijano 
(Father)

Please take notice that on 
March 14, 2018, a Petition 
was filed with the above 
named court alleging that 
the child(ren) of the above-
named parent(s) or legal 
custodian(s) are in need of 
protection or services. 

YOU ARE HEREBY SUM-
MONED AND REQUIRED TO 
APPEAR IN COURT at the 
following date, time, and place 
where a hearing regarding the 
Petition and the best interests of 
the child(ren) will be held: 
April 18, 2018; April 23, 2018 

9:15 AM; 8:30 AM 
Pre-trial; Court Trial 

District Court Judge Karen A. 
Duncan N.

Steele County District Court 
111 East Main Street Owaton-

na MN 55060 
507-444-7701.

YOU HAVE BEEN SERVED 
WITH THIS SUMMONS be-
cause, pursuant to statute or 
court rule:
• You are a parent to the 
child(ren) named in the petition; 
or
• You are a party to this pro-
ceeding pursuant to Juvenile 
Protection Rule 21.01 or an 
attorney for a party, or
• You have legal custody of the 
child who is the subject of the 
Petition; or
• You are a person whose 
presence the court believes is 
important to a determination 
concerning the best interests 
of the child(ren) who are the 
subject of the Petition.

IF YOU FAIL TO APPEAR AT 
THE HEARING: 
• The court may conduct the 
hearing without you; and
• The court may find that the 
factual allegations and statutory 
grounds set forth in the petition 
have been proved; and
• The court may enter an order 
granting the relief requested in 
the Petition, which may include:

o removing the child(ren) 
from the home of the parent 
or legal custodian and placing 
the child(ren) in foster care,
o permanently severing 
the parent’s rights to the 
child(ren) pursuant to a 
termination of parental rights 
petition,
o permanently transferring 
the child(ren)’s legal and 
physical custody to a relative, 
or
o an order for other per-
manent placement of the 
child(ren). 

A STATEMENT OF YOUR 
RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBIL-
ITIES IS AVAILABLE, includ-
ing the right to be represented 
by an attorney as authorized 
under the statutes and court 
rules. It is your responsibility 
to immediately notify the Court 
Administrator if your address 
changes. 

Dated: March 28, 2018 

Robin Hoesley 
Court Administrator 

4/3,4/10,4/17

FORECLOSURE
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR

4/3,4/10,4/17
4/24,5/1,5/8

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION 
OF THE DEBT AND IDENTITY 
OF THE ORIGINAL CREDITOR 
WITHIN THE TIME PROVIDED 
BY LAW IS NOT AFFECTED 
BY THIS ACTION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN:  
That default has occurred in the 
conditions of the following de-
scribed mortgage:
DATE OF MORTGAGE: May 7, 
2009
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL 
AMOUNT OF MORTGAGE: 

$26,826.00
MORTGAGOR(S): Tyler J. Olivo, 
a single person
MORTGAGEE: Wells Fargo 
Bank, N.A.
DATE AND PLACE OF FILING: 
Recorded on May 12, 2009 as 
Document Number A000363971 
in the Office of the County Re-
corder of Steele County, Minne-
sota.
ASSIGNMENTS OF MORT-
GAGE: Assigned to: None.
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF 
PROPERTY: The West 75 feet 
of the East 188.4 feet of Block 
3, Brainerd and Olson`s Addi-
tion to the Village (now City) of 
Blooming Prairie, Steele Coun-
ty, Minnesota, and commenc-
ing 589 feet West of that point 
where the West line of Oak 
Street (now Third Avenue) of 
said Village crosses the South 
Section line of Section 25, 
Township 105 North of Range 
19, Steele County, Minnesota, 
thence North approximately 20 
feet to the South line of Block 3, 
Brainerd and Olson`s Addition to 
said Village, thence West along 
the South line of said Block 3, 75 
feet, thence South to the South 
line of said Section 25, thence 
East 75 feet along said Sec-
tion line to the point of begin-
ning, and commencing 629 feet 
West of the Northeast Corner of 
the NW1/4 of the NE1/4 of Sec-
tion 36, Township 105, Range 
19, Steele County, Minnesota, 
thence West 75 feet, thence 
South 90 feet, thence East 75 
feet, thence North 90 feet to the 
point of beginning..
STREET ADDRESS OF PROP-
ERTY: 223 3RD ST SE, BLOOM-
ING PRAIRIE, MN 55917-1416
COUNTY IN WHICH PROPER-
TY IS LOCATED: Steele County, 
Minnesota.
THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO 
BE DUE ON THE MORTGAGE 
ON THE DATE OF THE NO-
TICE: $23,420.70
TRANSACTION AGENT: None
NAME OF MORTGAGE ORIGI-
NATOR: Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.
RESIDENTIAL SERVICER: 
Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.
TAX PARCEL IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER: 14-106-0305
TRANSACTION AGENT’S 
MORTGAGE IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER: None
THAT no action or proceeding 
has been instituted at law to re-
cover the debt then remaining 
secured by such mortgage, or 
any part thereof, or, if the action 
or proceeding has been institut-
ed, that the same has been dis-
continued, or that an execution 
upon the judgment rendered 
therein has been returned un-
satisfied, in whole or in part.
PURSUANT, to the power of sale 
contained in said mortgage, the 
above described property will be 
sold by the Sheriff of said county 
as follows:
DATE AND TIME OF SALE: May 
29, 2018 at 10:00 AM.
PLACE OF SALE: Steele Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office, Law Enforce-
ment Center, 204 Pearl Street 
East, Owatonna, Minnesota.
to pay the debt then secured by 
said mortgage and taxes, if any 
actually paid by the mortgagee, 
on the premises and the costs 
and disbursements allowed by 
law.  The time allowed by law 
for redemption by said mortgag-
or(s), their personal representa-
tives or assigns is six (6) months 
from the date of sale.

TIME AND DATE TO VACATE 
PROPERTY: Unless said mort-
gage is reinstated or the proper-
ty redeemed, or unless the time 
for redemption is reduced by 
judicial order, you must vacate 
the premises by 11:59 p.m. on 
November 29, 2018.

THE TIME ALLOWED BY LAW 
FOR REDEMPTION BY THE 
MORTGAGOR, THE MORT-
GAGOR’S PERSONAL REP-
RESENTATIVES OR ASSIGNS, 
MAY BE REDUCED TO FIVE 
WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL OR-
DER IS ENTERED UNDER 
MINNESOTA STATUTES, SEC-
TION 582.032, DETERMINING, 
AMONG OTHER THINGS, THAT 
THE MORTGAGED PREMIS-
ES ARE IMPROVED WITH A 
RESIDENTIAL DWELLING OF 
LESS THAN FIVE UNITS, ARE 
NOT PROPERTY USED IN AG-
RICULTURAL PRODUCTION, 
AND ARE ABANDONED.

MORTGAGOR(S) RELEASED 
FROM FINANCIAL OBLIGA-
TION ON MORTGAGE: None

Dated: April 2, 2018

WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A.
Mortgagee

THE ACADEMY LAW GROUP, 
P.A.

By:           	     /s/		
	

Rebecca F. Schiller, Esq.
N. Kibongni Fondungallah, Esq.

Samuel R. Coleman, Esq.
*Corbin C. Smith, Esq.*

Attorneys for Mortgagee
The Academy Professional 

Building
25 Dale Street North

St. Paul, MN 55102
(651) 209-9760
(18-0277-FC01)

THIS IS A COMMUNICATION 
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR

4/10,4/17,4/24
5/1,5/8,5/15

Minnesota Secretary of 
State Certificate of Assumed 

Name Minnesota 
Statutes, Chapter 333

The filing of an assumed name 
does not provide a user with 
exclusive rights to that name. The 
filing is required for consumer 
protection in order to enable 
customers to be able to identify 
the true owner of a business.

ASSUMED NAMED: 
WJM Properties Partnership

PRINCIPAL PLACE OF 
BUSINESS: 708 Cherry St. 
Owatonna MN 55060 USA 

NAMEHOLDER(S): 
Thomas L. Clements 
5526 22nd Ave SW, Owatonna 
MN 55060
Randy L. Clements
708 Cherry St. Owatonna MN 
55060
Connie S. Vogland
2280 Cottage Grove Ridge 
Woodbury MN 55129
Matthew W. Clements 
1021 Van Buren Ave. 
Owatonna, MN 55060
Christina L. Clements
5820 St. Johns Ave Edina MN 
55424
 

I, the undersigned, certify that 
I am signing this document as 
the person whose signature 
is required, or as agent of the 
person(s) whose signature 
would be required who has 
authorized me to sign this 
document on his/her behalf, 
or in both capacities. I further 
certify that I have completed 
all required fields, and that the 
information in this document 
is true and correct and in 
compliance with the applicable 
chapter of Minnesota 
Statutes. I understand that 
by signing this document I 
am subject to the penalties of 
perjury as set forth in Section 
609.48 as if I had signed 
this document under oath.

SIGNED BY: 
Randy L. Clements

3-7-18

Steve Simon
Secretary of State

4/10,4/17,4/25

STATE OF MINNESOTA IN 
DISTRICT COURT 

COUNTY OF STEELE  
THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT

CASE TYPE: OTHER CIVIL/
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE

Court File Number:
74-CV-18-440

SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION

WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A.,
				  

Plaintiff,

vs.

THE UNKNOWN HEIRS 
OF CINDY K. ROGNESS, 
SCOTT J. ROGNESS,
JOHN DOE and MARY ROE,
				  

Defendants.

THIS SUMMONS IS DIRECTED 
TO THE UNKNOWN HEIRS OF 
CINDY K. ROGNESS.

Please take notice that on 
March 14, 2018, a Petition 
was filed with the above 
named court alleging that the 
child(ren) of the above-named 
parent(s) or legal custodian(s) 
are in need of protection or 
services. 

1. YOU ARE BEING SUED.  The 
Plaintiff has started a lawsuit 
against you.  The Plaintiff’s Com-
plaint against you is on file in the 
office of the court administrator of 
the above-named court.  Do not 
throw these papers away.  They 
are official papers that affect your 
rights.  You must respond to this 
lawsuit even though it may not yet 
be filed with the Court and there 
may be no court file number on 
this summons.

2. YOU MUST REPLY WITHIN 
20 DAYS TO PROTECT YOUR 
RIGHTS.  You must give or mail 
to the person who signed this 
summons a written response 
called an Answer within 20 days 
of the date on which you received 
this Summons.  You must send a 
copy of your Answer to the person 
who signed this summons located 
at: The Academy Law Group, 
P.A., The Academy Professional 

Building, 25 Dale Street North, St. 
Paul, MN 55102.

3. YOU MUST RESPOND TO 
EACH CLAIM.  The Answer 
is your written response to the 
Plaintiff’s Complaint.  In your 
Answer you must state whether 
you agree or disagree with each 
paragraph of the Complaint.  If 
you believe the Plaintiff should not 
be given everything asked for in 
the Complaint, you must say so in 
your Answer.

4. YOU WILL LOSE YOUR 
CASE IF YOU DO NOT SEND 
A WRITTEN RESPONSE TO 
THE COMPLAINT TO THE 
PERSON WHO SIGNED THIS 
SUMMONS.  If you do not 
Answer within 20 days, you will 
lose this case.  You will not get 
to tell your side of the story, and 
the Court may decide against you 
and award the Plaintiff everything 
asked for in the Complaint.  If you 
do not want to contest the claims 
stated in the Complaint, you do 
not need to respond. A default 
judgment can then be entered 
against you for the relief request-
ed in the Complaint.

5. LEGAL ASSISTANCE.  You 
may wish to get legal help from a 
lawyer.  If you do not have a law-
yer, the Court Administrator may 
have information about places 
where you can get legal assis-
tance.  Even if you cannot get 
legal help, you must still provide 
a written Answer to protect your 
rights or you may lose the case.

6. ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE 
RESOLUTION.  The parties may 
agree to or be ordered to par-
ticipate in an alternative dispute 
resolution process under Rule 
114 of the Minnesota General 

Rules of Practice.  You must still 
send your written response to the 
Complaint even if you expect to 
use alternative means of resolving 
this dispute.

7. THIS LAWSUIT MAY AFFECT 
OR BRING INTO QUESTION 
TITLE TO REAL PROPERTY 
located in Steele County, State of 
Minnesota, legally described as 
follows:

Lot Three (3), Block One (1), in 
Stormo Addition to City of Owa-
tonna, Minnesota.

The object of this action is to 
obtain a money judgment against 
the Estate of Cindy Rogness for 
the amount due on a promissory 
note and to foreclose Plaintiff’s 
mortgage which encumbers 
real property described above, 
dated September 8, 2014 and 
recorded on September 9, 2014 
in the Office of the Steele County 
Recorder as Document Number 
A000398644.

THE ACADEMY LAW GROUP, 
P.A.

Dated: March 28, 2018	

By: /s/ Samuel R. 
Coleman

Samuel R. Coleman (#389839)
Attorney for Plaintiff

The Academy Professional 
Building

25 Dale Street North
St. Paul, MN 55102

Telephone: (651) 209-9785
samuel@

theacademylawgroup.com
(17-1292-LIT02)

4/10,4/17

Recipe

Corner

Sponsored by

Makes 12 bites

1 head cauliflower
4 tablespoons olive oil

1 tablespoon salt (or, 
for a salt-free alternative, 
Mrs. Dash table blend)

Cauliflower 
Popcorn

Preheat oven to 425 F.
Cut out and discard cauliflower core and thick stems. 
Trim remaining cauliflower into florets the size of  golf  
balls. In a large bowl, add cauliflower, olive oil and 
salt. Toss thoroughly.
Spread cauliflower on a baking sheet (line with 
parchment paper, if  available, for easy cleanup). Roast 
for 1 hour, or until much of  the floret has become 
golden brown. The browner the florets, the sweeter 
they will taste. Turn 3 or 4 times during roasting.
Use crumpled up aluminum foil or paper towels to 
create a false bottom in your popcorn container, fill it 
with cauliflower, and serve immediately.
Note: Raw cauliflower can be precut and refrigerated 
for up to 2 days in an airtight bag or a 
bowl of  water. With minimal sacrifice, 
cauliflower can be cooked earlier in the 
day and reheated in a 450 F 
oven for 10 minutes.

Krejci Ford
15th Presidents Award Winner
Blooming Prairie, 583-2046

HAVE A RECIPE TO SHARE?
Email to bptimes@frontiernet.net

OR Send to: P.O. Box 247, Blooming Prairie
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Includes FREE American Standard Right Height Toilet 
Limited Time Off er! Call Today!
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®
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FORECLOSURE

FORECLOSURE

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

18-108674

THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION 
OF THE DEBT AND IDENTITY 
OF THE ORIGINAL CREDITOR 
WITHIN THE TIME PROVIDED 
BY LAW IS NOT AFFECTED BY 
THIS ACTION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, 
that default has occurred in the 
conditions of the following de-
scribed mortgage:
DATE OF MORTGAGE:  June 8, 
2013
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL 
AMOUNT OF MORTGAGE:  
$96,850.00
MORTGAGOR(S):  Judith A. 
Fonner, a single woman
MORTGAGEE:  Mortgage Elec-
tronic Registration Systems, Inc.
TRANSACTION AGENT:  Mort-
gage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc.
MIN#:  100397202862153187 
LENDER OR BROKER AND 
MORTGAGE ORIGINATOR 
STATED ON THE MORTGAGE:  
Nationstar Mortgage, LLC 
SERVICER:  Nationstar Mort-
gage LLC d/b/a Mr. Cooper
DATE AND PLACE OF FILING: 
Filed June 20, 2013, Steele 
County Registrar of Titles, as 
Document Number T000070390
ASSIGNMENTS OF MORT-
GAGE:  Assigned to: Nationstar 
Mortgage LLC d/b/a Mr. Cooper  
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF 
PROPERTY:
Lot One, (Except the West 70 
Feet), in Block Two in Heger Ad-
dition to the City of Owatonna, 
and that part of Sixth Avenue 
Southeast as vacated, lying im-
mediately East of the above de-
scribed Lot and being a Parcel 
thirty three Feet East and West 
and 88 Feet North and South, all 
being in Block Two in Heger Ad-
dition to the City of Owatonna. 
AND
The North Half of Lot Sixteen 
(16), Except the West Seventy 
(70) Feet, Block Two (2), Heger 
Addition to the City of Owaton-
na, and also that Portion of Sixth 
Avenue S.E. lying immediately 
East of the North Half of said Lot 
16 as vacated, the Portion of the 
Vacated Street herein conveyed 
being 33 Feet East and West 
and 44 Feet North and South.

REGISTERED PROPERTY
PROPERTY ADDRESS:  553 
11th St SE, Owatonna, MN 
55060
PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER:  17-174-0200 COT# 
17109 
COUNTY IN WHICH PROPER-
TY IS LOCATED:  Steele
THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO 
BE DUE ON THE MORTGAGE 
ON THE DATE OF THE NO-
TICE:  $92,506.19
THAT all pre-foreclosure re-
quirements have been complied 
with; that no action or proceed-
ing has been instituted at law or 
otherwise to recover the debt 
secured by said mortgage, or 
any part thereof;
PURSUANT, to the power of sale 
contained in said mortgage, the 
above described property will be 
sold by the Sheriff of said county 
as follows:
DATE AND TIME OF SALE:  
April 24, 2018, 10:00am
PLACE OF SALE:  Sheriff’s 
Main Office, Law Enforcement 
Center, 204 Pearl Street East, 
Owatonna, MN 55060
to pay the debt secured by said 
mortgage and taxes, if any, on 
said premises and the costs 
and disbursements, including 
attorneys fees allowed by law, 
subject to redemption within 6 
months from the date of said 
sale by the mortgagor(s) the 
personal representatives or as-
signs.

TIME AND DATE TO VACATE 
PROPERTY:  If the real estate is 
an owner-occupied, single-fam-
ily dwelling, unless otherwise 
provided by law, the date on or 
before which the mortgagor(s) 
must vacate the property, if the 
mortgage is not reinstated under 
section 580.30 or the property 
is not redeemed under section 
580.23, is 11:59 p.m. on October 
24, 2018, or the next business 
day if October 24, 2018 falls on 
a Saturday, Sunday or legal hol-
iday.

“THE TIME ALLOWED BY LAW 
FOR REDEMPTION BY THE 
MORTGAGOR, THE MORT-
GAGOR’S PERSONAL REP-
RESENTATIVES OR ASSIGNS, 
MAY BE REDUCED TO FIVE 
WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL OR-
DER IS ENTERED UNDER 
MINNESOTA STATUTES SEC-
TION 582.032 DETERMINING, 
AMONG OTHER THINGS, 
THAT THE MORTGAGED 
PREMISES ARE IMPROVED 
WITH A RESIDENTIAL DWELL-
ING OF LESS THAN 5 UNITS, 
ARE NOT PROPERTY USED 
FOR AGRICULTURAL PRO-
DUCTION, AND ARE ABAN-
DONED.

Dated: February 23, 2018

Nationstar Mortgage LLC d/b/a 
Mr. Cooper Assignee of Mort-

gagee  

SHAPIRO & ZIELKE, LLP

BY           _____________
Lawrence P. Zielke - 152559

Diane F. Mach - 273788
Melissa L. B. Porter - 0337778

Randolph W. Dawdy - 2160X
Gary J. Evers - 0134764

Tracy J. Halliday - 034610X
Attorneys for Mortgagee

Shapiro & Zielke, LLP
12550 West Frontage Road, 

Suite 200
Burnsville, MN 55337

(952) 831-4060

THIS IS A COMMUNICATION 
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR

3/6, 3/13, 3/20
3/27, 4/3, 4/10

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

17-108330

THE RIGHT TO VERIFICA-
TION OF THE DEBT AND 
IDENTITY OF THE ORIGINAL 
CREDITOR WITHIN THE TIME 
PROVIDED BY LAW IS NOT 
AFFECTED BY THIS ACTION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, 
that default has occurred in the 
conditions of the following de-
scribed mortgage:
DATE OF MORTGAGE:  Janu-
ary 23, 2006
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL 
AMOUNT OF MORTGAGE:  
$80,000.00
MORTGAGOR(S):  Nicole J. 
Livingston, a single person, 
Brian L. Livingston, a single 
person, Shauna M. Livingston, 
a single person and Michael J. 
Livingston, a single person
MORTGAGEE:  Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Sys-
tems, Inc.
TRANSACTION AGENT:	
Mortgage Electronic Registra-
tion Systems, Inc.
MIN#:  1001752-0000290554-
8 
LENDER OR BROKER AND 
MORTGAGE ORIGINATOR 
STATED ON THE MORT-
GAGE:  MILA, Inc. 
SERVICER:  Nationstar Mort-
gage LLC d/b/a Mr. Cooper
DATE AND PLACE OF FILING: 
Filed March 15, 2006, Steele 
County Recorder, as Docu-
ment Number A000339706
ASSIGNMENTS OF MORT-
GAGE:  Assigned to: U.S. 
Bank, National Association, 
as Trustee for the Holders of 
the Specialty Underwriting 
and Residential Finance Trust, 
Mortgage Loan Asset-Backed 
Certificates, Series 2006-BC3  
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF 
PROPERTY:
The North 48 feet of: All of Lot 
9 and East 1/4 of Lot 8, in Block 
12 of the Original Town (now 
City) of Owatonna, Minnesota
PROPERTY ADDRESS:  110 
N Grove Ave, Owatonna, MN 
55060
PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER:  17-100-1211 
COUNTY IN WHICH PROPER-
TY IS LOCATED:  Steele
THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO 
BE DUE ON THE MORTGAGE 
ON THE DATE OF THE NO-
TICE:  $79,182.06
THAT all pre-foreclosure re-
quirements have been com-
plied with; that no action or 
proceeding has been instituted 
at law or otherwise to recover 
the debt secured by said mort-
gage, or any part thereof;
PURSUANT, to the power of 
sale contained in said mort-
gage, the above described 
property will be sold by the 
Sheriff of said county as fol-
lows:
DATE AND TIME OF SALE:  
May 1, 2018, 10:00am
PLACE OF SALE:  Sheriff’s 
Main Office, Law Enforcement 
Center, 204 Pearl Street East, 
Owatonna, MN 55060
to pay the debt secured by said 
mortgage and taxes, if any, on 
said premises and the costs 
and disbursements, including 
attorneys fees allowed by law, 
subject to redemption within 6 
months from the date of said 
sale by the mortgagor(s) the 
personal representatives or 
assigns.

TIME AND DATE TO VACATE 
PROPERTY:  If the real es-
tate is an owner-occupied, 
single-family dwelling, unless 
otherwise provided by law, 
the date on or before which 
the mortgagor(s) must vacate 
the property, if the mortgage 
is not reinstated under section 
580.30 or the property is not re-
deemed under section 580.23, 
is 11:59 p.m. on November 1, 
2018, or the next business day 
if November 1, 2018 falls on a 
Saturday, Sunday or legal hol-
iday.

“THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION 
BY THE MORTGAGOR, THE 
MORTGAGOR’S PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES OR AS-
SIGNS, MAY BE REDUCED 
TO FIVE WEEKS IF A JUDI-
CIAL ORDER IS ENTERED 
UNDER MINNESOTA STAT-
UTES SECTION 582.032 DE-
TERMINING, AMONG OTHER 
THINGS, THAT THE MORT-

GAGED PREMISES ARE IM-
PROVED WITH A RESIDEN-
TIAL DWELLING OF LESS 
THAN 5 UNITS, ARE NOT 
PROPERTY USED FOR AG-
RICULTURAL PRODUCTION, 
AND ARE ABANDONED.

Dated: March 9, 2018

U.S. Bank National Associa-
tion, as Trustee for SPECIAL-

TY UNDERWRITING AND 
RESIDENTIAL FINANCE 

TRUST MORTGAGE LOAN 
ASSET-BACKED CERTIFI-
CATES, SERIES 2006-BC3

Assignee of Mortgagee  

SHAPIRO & ZIELKE, LLP

BY	
_____________________
Lawrence P. Zielke - 152559

Diane F. Mach - 273788
Melissa L. B. Porter - 0337778

Randolph W. Dawdy - 2160X
Gary J. Evers - 0134764

Tracy J. Halliday - 034610X
Attorneys for Mortgagee

Shapiro & Zielke, LLP
12550 West Frontage Road, 

Suite 200
Burnsville, MN 55337

(952) 831-4060

THIS IS A COMMUNICATION 
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR

3/13, 3/20, 3/27
 4/3, 4/10., 4/17

FORECLOSURE
NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION 
OF THE DEBT AND IDENTITY 
OF THE ORIGINAL CREDITOR 
WITHIN THE TIME PROVIDED 
BY LAW IS NOT AFFECTED 

BY THIS ACTION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN:  
That Default has occurred in the 
conditions of the following de-
scribed mortgage:
DATE OF MORTGAGE: 
07/21/2016
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL 
AMOUNT OF MORTGAGE: 
$169,665.00
MORTGAGOR(S): Kristina K. 
Klocek, a single woman
MORTGAGEE: Mortgage Elec-
tronic Registration Systems, 
Inc., as nominee for American 
Mortgage & Equity Consultants, 
Inc.
DATE AND PLACE OF FILING: 
07/22/2016 as T000073918 
CERT # 19127 in the Office of 
the County Registrar of Titles, 
Steele County, Minnesota
The mortgage was assigned for 
value as follows:
Assignee: Freedom Mortgage 
Corporation
Assignment dated: 08/30/2017
Assignment recorded: 
09/07/2017
Assignment recording informa-
tion: T000075272 CERT # 19127
All in the records of the Coun-
ty Registrar of Titles in and for 
Steele County, Minnesota.  
TAX PARCEL I.D. NO.: 17-336-
0210
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF 
PROPERTY: Lot 10, Block 2, 
Heers Addition No. 4, Owaton-
na, Minnesota.
Torrens Certificate No.19127 
STREET ADDRESS OF PROP-
ERTY: 1709 Greenwood Place, 
Owatonna, MN 55060
COUNTY IN WHICH PROPER-
TY IS LOCATED: Steele
LENDER OR BROKER AND 
MORTGAGE ORIGINATOR: 
American Mortgage & Equity 
Consultants, Inc.
RESIDENTIAL MORTGAGE 
SERVICER: Freedom Mortgage 
Corporation
THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO 
BE DUE ON THE MORTGAGE: 
$179,716.82 AS OF 03/30/2018.
THAT no action or proceeding 
has been instituted at law to re-
cover the debt secured by said 
mortgage, or any part thereof; 
that there has been compliance 
with all pre-foreclosure notice 
and acceleration requirements 
of said mortgage, and/or appli-
cable statutes.
Pursuant to the power of sale 
contained in said Mortgage, the 
Mortgage will be foreclosed, and 
the mortgaged premises will be 
sold by the Sheriff of Steele 
County, Minnesota at public auc-
tion as follows:		
DATE AND TIME OF SALE: 
05/22/2018 at 10:00 AM
PLACE OF SALE: Steele Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office, 204 E. Pearl, 
Owatonna, MN 55060 to pay the 
debt then secured by said mort-
gage and taxes, if any actually 
paid by the mortgagee, on the 
premises and the costs and dis-
bursements allowed by law.
The time allowed by law for re-
demption by said Mortgagor(s) 
or Mortgagor’s personal repre-
sentatives or assigns is six (6) 
months from the date of sale.  
TIME AND DATE TO VACATE 
PROPERTY: If the mortgage is 
not reinstated under Minn. Stat. 
§580.30 or redeemed under 
Minn. Stat. §580.23, the mort-
gagor must vacate the mort-
gaged property by 11:59 p.m. on 

November 22, 2018, or the next 
business day if November 22, 
2018 falls on a Saturday, Sun-
day or legal holiday.

MORTGAGOR(S) RELEASED 
FROM FINANCIAL OBLIGA-
TION ON MORTGAGE: None

THE TIME ALLOWED BY LAW 
FOR REDEMPTION BY THE 
MORTGAGOR, THE MORT-
GAGOR’S PERSONAL REP-
RESENTATIVES OR ASSIGNS, 
MAY BE REDUCED TO FIVE 
WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL OR-
DER IS ENTERED UNDER 
MINNESOTA STATUTES, SEC-
TION 582.032, DETERMIN-
ING, AMONG OTHER THINGS 
THAT MORTGAGED PREMIS-
ES ARE IMPROVED WITH A 
RESIDENTIAL DWELLING OF 
LESS THAN FIVE UNITS, ARE 
NOT PROPERTY USED IN AG-
RICULTURAL PRODUCTION, 
AND ARE ABANDONED.

Publication to begin the week of: 
04/02/2018 - 04/06/2018
Freedom Mortgage Corporation, 
Mortgagee/Mortgage Assignee
The Sayer Law Group, P.C., 
By Brian G. Sayer, Attorney for 
Mortgagee/Mortgage Assignee
925 E 4th St., Waterloo, IA 
50703

THIS IS A COMMUNICATION 
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR 
ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT A 
DEBT. ANY INFORMATION OB-
TAINED WILL BE USED FOR 
THAT PURPOSE. 

3/27, 4/3,4/10
4/17,4/24,5/1

FORECLOSURE
NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

14-097891

THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION 
OF THE DEBT AND IDENTITY 
OF THE ORIGINAL CREDITOR 
WITHIN THE TIME PROVIDED 
BY LAW IS NOT AFFECTED BY 
THIS ACTION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, 
that default has occurred in the 
conditions of the following de-
scribed mortgage:
DATE OF MORTGAGE:  Janu-
ary 25, 2010
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL 
AMOUNT OF MORTGAGE:  
$158,494.00
MORTGAGOR(S):  Adam M. 
Ramseth and Christina M. 
Ramseth, husband and wife
MORTGAGEE:  Mortgage Elec-
tronic Registration Systems, Inc.
TRANSACTION AGENT:	 Mort-
gage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc.
MIN#:  100749500730077917 
LENDER OR BROKER AND 
MORTGAGE ORIGINATOR 
STATED ON THE MORTGAGE:  
MetLife Home Loans, a Division 
of MetLife Bank, N.A. 
SERVICER:  JPMorgan Chase 
Bank, N.A.
DATE AND PLACE OF FILING: 
Filed February 11, 2010, Steele 
County Registrar of Titles, as 
Document Number T000065519
ASSIGNMENTS OF MORT-
GAGE:  Assigned to: MetLife 
Home Loans, a Division of 
MetLife Bank, N.A.; Dated: De-
cember 28, 2011 filed: February 
21, 2012, recorded as document 
number T000068278; Thereaf-
ter assigned to JPMorgan Chase 
Bank, National Association dat-
ed June 13, 2013 recorded No-
vember 19, 2013 as document 
number T000070968.  
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF 
PROPERTY:
Lot 11, Block 2, Mathews Addi-
tion, Owatonna, Minnesota
REGISTERED PROPERTY
PROPERTY ADDRESS:  1805 
6th Ave NE, Owatonna, MN 
55060
PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER:  17-242-0211 COT# 
17436 
COUNTY IN WHICH PROPER-
TY IS LOCATED:  Steele
THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO BE 
DUE ON THE MORTGAGE ON 
THE DATE OF THE NOTICE:  
$203,546.84
THAT all pre-foreclosure re-
quirements have been complied 
with; that no action or proceed-
ing has been instituted at law or 
otherwise to recover the debt se-
cured by said mortgage, or any 
part thereof;
PURSUANT, to the power of sale 
contained in said mortgage, the 
above described property will be 
sold by the Sheriff of said county 
as follows:
DATE AND TIME OF SALE:  May 
17, 2018, 10:00am
PLACE OF SALE:  Sheriff’s Main 
Office, Law Enforcement Center, 
204 Pearl Street East, Owaton-
na, MN 55060
to pay the debt secured by said 
mortgage and taxes, if any, on 
said premises and the costs and 
disbursements, including attor-
neys fees allowed by law, subject 
to redemption within 6 months 
from the date of said sale by the 
mortgagor(s) the personal repre-
sentatives or assigns.
TIME AND DATE TO VACATE 
PROPERTY:  If the real estate is 

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

18-108914

THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION 
OF THE DEBT AND IDENTITY 
OF THE ORIGINAL CREDITOR 
WITHIN THE TIME PROVIDED 
BY LAW IS NOT AFFECTED BY 
THIS ACTION.
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, 
that default has occurred in the 
conditions of the following de-
scribed mortgage:
DATE OF MORTGAGE:  April 
30, 2008
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL 
AMOUNT OF MORTGAGE:  
$147,073.00
MORTGAGOR(S):  Daniel A. 
Crow, a single person and Shi-
ann M. Heise, a single person
MORTGAGEE:  Wells Fargo 
Bank, N.A.
LENDER OR BROKER AND 
MORTGAGE ORIGINATOR 
STATED ON THE MORTGAGE:  
Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. 
SERVICER:  Wells Fargo Bank, 
N.A.
DATE AND PLACE OF FILING: 
Filed May 7, 2008, Steele Coun-
ty Recorder, as Document Num-
ber A000357058, As modified of 
record by document recorded 
on May 18, 2017 as Document 
Number A000413006 in the of-
fice of the Recorder of Steele 
County, Minnesota  
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF 
PROPERTY:
Commencing at a point on the 
North Line of Sub-lot 10, 98 
1/2 Feet West of the Northeast 
Corner of said Sub-lot 10 in 
East Half of NW 1/4 of Section 
15, Township 107 North, Range 
20 West; running thence South 
58 Feet along the center of the 
Street thence West and parallel 
with the North Line of Sub-lot 10, 
165 feet; thence North 58 Feet 
to the North Line of said Sub-lot 
10, thence East along the North 
Line of Said Sub-lot 10, 165 Feet 
to point of beginning.
PROPERTY ADDRESS:  812 
Harriet Ave, Owatonna, MN 
55060
PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER:  17-015-4212 
COUNTY IN WHICH PROPER-
TY IS LOCATED:  Steele
THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO 
BE DUE ON THE MORTGAGE 
ON THE DATE OF THE NO-
TICE:  $116,118.06
THAT all pre-foreclosure re-
quirements have been complied 
with; that no action or proceed-
ing has been instituted at law or 
otherwise to recover the debt 
secured by said mortgage, or 
any part thereof;
PURSUANT, to the power of sale 
contained in said mortgage, the 
above described property will be 
sold by the Sheriff of said county 
as follows:
DATE AND TIME OF SALE:  
May 8, 2018, 10:00am
PLACE OF SALE:  Sheriff’s 
Main Office, Law Enforcement 

FORECLOSURE

an owner-occupied, single-fam-
ily dwelling, unless otherwise 
provided by law, the date on or 
before which the mortgagor(s) 
must vacate the property, if the 
mortgage is not reinstated under 
section 580.30 or the property 
is not redeemed under section 
580.23, is 11:59 p.m. on Novem-
ber 17, 2018, or the next busi-
ness day if November 17, 2018 
falls on a Saturday, Sunday or 
legal holiday.

“THE TIME ALLOWED BY LAW 
FOR REDEMPTION BY THE 
MORTGAGOR, THE MORT-
GAGOR’S PERSONAL REP-
RESENTATIVES OR ASSIGNS, 
MAY BE REDUCED TO FIVE 
WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL OR-
DER IS ENTERED UNDER 
MINNESOTA STATUTES SEC-
TION 582.032 DETERMINING, 
AMONG OTHER THINGS, THAT 
THE MORTGAGED PREMIS-
ES ARE IMPROVED WITH A 
RESIDENTIAL DWELLING OF 
LESS THAN 5 UNITS, ARE NOT 
PROPERTY USED FOR AG-
RICULTURAL PRODUCTION, 
AND ARE ABANDONED.

Dated: March 19, 2018

JPMorgan Chase Bank, Nation-
al Association

Assignee of Mortgagee  

SHAPIRO & ZIELKE, LLP

BY	
_______________________

Lawrence P. Zielke - 152559
Melissa L. B. Porter - 0337778

Randolph W. Dawdy - 2160X
Gary J. Evers - 0134764

Tracy J. Halliday - 034610X
Attorneys for Mortgagee

Shapiro & Zielke, LLP
12550 West Frontage Road, 

Suite 200
Burnsville, MN 55337

(952) 831-4060

THIS IS A COMMUNICATION 
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR

3/27, 4/3,4/10
4/17,4/24,5/1

Center, 204 Pearl Street East, 
Owatonna, MN 55060
to pay the debt secured by said 
mortgage and taxes, if any, on 
said premises and the costs 
and disbursements, including 
attorneys fees allowed by law, 
subject to redemption within 6 
months from the date of said 
sale by the mortgagor(s) the 
personal representatives or as-
signs.
TIME AND DATE TO VACATE 
PROPERTY:  If the real estate is 
an owner-occupied, single-fam-
ily dwelling, unless otherwise 
provided by law, the date on or 
before which the mortgagor(s) 
must vacate the property, if the 
mortgage is not reinstated under 
section 580.30 or the property 
is not redeemed under section 
580.23, is 11:59 p.m. on Novem-
ber 8, 2018, or the next business 
day if November 8, 2018 falls on 
a Saturday, Sunday or legal hol-
iday.

“THE TIME ALLOWED BY LAW 
FOR REDEMPTION BY THE 
MORTGAGOR, THE MORT-
GAGOR’S PERSONAL REP-
RESENTATIVES OR ASSIGNS, 
MAY BE REDUCED TO FIVE 
WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL OR-
DER IS ENTERED UNDER 
MINNESOTA STATUTES SEC-
TION 582.032 DETERMINING, 
AMONG OTHER THINGS, 
THAT THE MORTGAGED 
PREMISES ARE IMPROVED 
WITH A RESIDENTIAL DWELL-
ING OF LESS THAN 5 UNITS, 
ARE NOT PROPERTY USED 
FOR AGRICULTURAL PRO-
DUCTION, AND ARE ABAN-
DONED.

Dated: March 19, 2018

Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.
Mortgagee  

SHAPIRO & ZIELKE, LLP

BY	 ________________
Lawrence P. Zielke - 152559

Melissa L. B. Porter - 0337778
Randolph W. Dawdy - 2160X

Gary J. Evers - 0134764
Tracy J. Halliday - 034610X

Attorneys for Mortgagee
Shapiro & Zielke, LLP

12550 West Frontage Road, 
Suite 200

Burnsville, MN 55337
(952) 831-4060

THIS IS A COMMUNICATION 
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR

3/27, 4/3,4/10
4/17,4/24,5/1

NOTICE
Proposed

City of Blooming Prairie
City Council Meeting 

Agenda
April 16, 2018

6:30 P.M. 
Board of Appeal & Equal-
ization
Call to Order
Presentation by Steele Coun-
ty Assessor
Public Comments
Adjourn
7:00 P.M. 
Public Hearing – Solar Or-
dinance
Call to Order
Presentation by City Admin-
istrator
Public Comments
Adjourn
Directly following Public 
Hearing
Call to Order 
Pledge of Allegiance
Approval of Agenda
Approval of Minutes of Feb-
ruary Regular City Council 
Meeting 
Financial Report 

Committee/Commission Re-
ports
1. B.P. Public Utilities
2. E.D.A. Commission 
3. B.P. Planning & Zoning 
4. B.P. Fire Commission
5. B.P. Police Commission
6. B.P. Ambulance Commis-
sion

Business
1. Close 2017 Street Reha-
bilitation Fund into Debt Ser-
vice
2. Request for an Exempt 
Gambling Permit – American 
Legion Post 52
3. Completion of Probation 
Period
4. Approval of Solar Ordi-
nance
5. Permanent Transfer of 
Funds to Capital Equipment 
Fund
6. 2018 Street Seal Coating 
Project

City Administrator’s Report
City Attorney’s Report
Council Members’ Reports
Adjourn

This Agenda is Subject to 
Change

4/10
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RATE INCREASE NOTICE
Notice of Public Hearings for Minnesota Energy Resources customers 

served by the Northern Natural Gas (NNG) PGA
Minnesota Energy Resources asked the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (MPUC) for permission to increase its natural gas rates by approximately 5.05 percent or about 
$12.6 million per year overall. Depending upon customer class and use, the actual percentage of any increase will vary. The requested increase would add about $3 to a typical 
residential customer’s monthly bill. 
The MPUC has lowered the interim rate increase. The interim rate increase was changed from approximately 3.78 percent or $9,465,720 to 2.81 percent or $7,033,485.  If final 
rates are lower than interim rates, we will refund customers the difference with interest.  If final rates are higher than interim rates, we will not charge customers the difference.  
If you move before a refund is issued and we cannot find you, your refund may be treated as abandoned property and sent to the Minnesota Department of Commerce, 
Unclaimed Property Unit.  You can check for unclaimed property at www.missingmoney.com. To make sure we can send you any refund owed, please provide a forwarding 
address when you stop service. 
Public hearings 
Administrative Law Judge Eric L. Lipman is holding four public hearings. Any Minnesota Energy Resources customer or other person may attend or provide comments at the 
hearings. You are invited to comment on the adequacy and quality of Minnesota Energy Resources’ service, the level of rates, or other related matters. You do not need to be 
represented by an attorney.

Date Time Location

Tuesday, May 15, 2018 1:00 p.m. Kahler Apache Hotel, Grand C Ballroom
1517 16th St. SW, Rochester, MN 55902

Tuesday, May 15, 2018 7:00 p.m. Albert Lea City Hall, City Council Chambers
221 E. Clark St., Albert Lea, MN 56007

Wednesday, May 16, 2018 6:00 p.m. Grand Rapids City Hall, City Council Chambers 
420 N. Pokegama Ave., Grand Rapids, MN 55744

Thursday, May 17, 2018 6:00 p.m. Rosemount City Hall, Council Chambers
2875 145th St. W, Rosemount, MN 55068

Bad weather? To find out if a meeting is canceled – call (toll-free) 855-731-6208 or 651-201-2213 or visit mn.gov/puc  
Submit written comments
Online Visit mn.gov/puc, select Speak Up! find this docket (17-563), and add your comments to the discussion.
Email Email comments to consumer.puc@state.mn.us
U.S. Mail Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
 121 7th Place East, Suite 350
 St. Paul, MN 55101
Written comments should include:
 1. The Docket Numbers in the subject line or heading
  •  MPUC Docket Number G-011/GR-17-563
  •  OAH Docket Number 8-2500-34864
 2. Your name and connection to the docket
 3. Anything you wish to say about the docket
Important: Comments are available to the public on the MPUC’s website, except in limited circumstances consistent with the Minnesota Government Data Practices Act. The 
MPUC does not edit or delete personally identifying information from submissions.
Accommodations 
If any reasonable accommodation is needed to enable you to fully participate in these meetings such as sign language or large print materials, please contact the Office of 
Administrative Hearings at 651-361-7000 (voice) or 651-361-7878 (TTY) at least one week in advance of the meeting.    
Evidentiary hearings 
Formal evidentiary hearings on Minnesota Energy Resources’ proposal start on July 10, 2018, at the MPUC, 121 Seventh Place East, Suite 350, St. Paul. The purpose of the 
evidentiary hearings is to allow Minnesota Energy Resources, the Minnesota Department of Commerce, Division of Energy Resources, the Minnesota Office of the Attorney 
General-Residential Utilities & Antitrust Division, and others who have joined the litigation to present testimony and to cross-examine each other’s witnesses on the proposed 
rate increase. 
If you wish to formally intervene in this case, you may submit a Petition for Intervention to Administrative Law Judge Eric L. Lipman, P.O. Box 64620, St. Paul, Minnesota  
55164-0620. The deadline to file a Petition for Intervention is February 14, 2018.
Effect of rate changes 
The chart below shows the effect of the interim and proposed increases on monthly bills for customers with average natural gas use. Individual changes may be higher or lower 
depending upon actual natural gas use.   

PROPOSED CHANGE IN AVERAGE MONTHLY BILLS

Current 
Customer Class Proposed Customer Class

Proposed Class 
Annual Usage 

Range

Average 
Monthly

Usage 
(Therms)

Present 
Monthly

Bill*

Current 
Interim 

Monthly Bill
Effective 
1/1/2018

New Interim 
Monthly Bill 

Effective 
4/1/2018

Proposed
Final 

Monthly
Bill**

NORTHERN NATURAL GAS PIPELINE (NNG) SALES
General Service (GS)

- Residential Sales
GS - Residential Sales N/A 73 $61 $63 $63 $64

GS - Residential Farm Tap Sales N/A 135 $105 $109 $108 $111
General Service (GS) 

- Small Commercial & 
Industrial (SC&I) Sales 

C&I Firm Class 1 0 - 1,500 80 $73 $76 $75 $76
Agriculture Grain Dryer - Class 1 0 - 1,500 13 $27 $29 $29 $54

GS - C&I Farm Tap Class 1 0 - 1,500 191 $150 $155 $154 $158

General Service (GS) 
– Large Commercial & 
Industrial (LC&I) Sales

C&I Firm Class 2 1,501 - 100,000 594 $423 $436 $433 $415
C&I Firm Class 3 100,001 - 1,000,000 13,860 $8,867 $9,082 $9,027 $8,554

Power Generating Unit - Class 1 0 - 500,000 100 $109 $114 $113 $103
Agriculture Grain Dryer - Class 1 0 - 20,000 315 $245 $254 $252 $249

GS - C&I Farm Tap Class 2 1,501 - 100,000 1,256 $845 $868 $862 $828

Small Volume 
Interruptible (SVI) - 

Sales

C&I Interruptible Class 2 1,501 - 100,000 3,239 $1,692 $1,735 $1,724 $1,628
C&I Interruptible Class 3 100,001 - 1,000,000 13,063 $6,324 $6,453 $6,420 $6,289

Agriculture Grain Dryer - Class 1 0 - 20,000 874 $577 $600 $594 $529
Agriculture Grain Dryer - Class 2 20,001 - 500,000 3,105 $1,629 $1,671 $1,660 $1,459

Large Volume 
Interruptible (LVI) - 

Sales

C&I Interruptible Class 2 1,501 - 100,000 3,974 $1,883 $1,919 $1,910 $1,987
C&I Interruptible Class 3 100,001 - 1,000,000 31,521 $13,655 $13,823 $13,780 $14,941

Power Generating Unit - Class 1 0 - 500,000 2,723 $1,349 $1,378 $1,371 $1,362
Agriculture Grain Dryer - Class 1 0 - 20,000 460 $382 $400 $396 $300
Agriculture Grain Dryer - Class 2 20,001 - 500,000 5,880 $2,698 $2,742 $2,731 $2,724

Small Volume Joint 
(SVJ) - Sales C&I Joint Class 2 1,501 - 100,000 4,180 $2,231 $2,291 $2,275 $2,475

NNG TRANSPORT
Small Volume 

Interruptible (SVI) - 
Transport

C&I Interruptible Class 3 100,001 - 1,000,000 9,806 $1,235 $1,346 $1,318 $1,244

C&I Interruptible Class 4 1,000,001 - 
2,000,000 27,150 $2,924 $3,187 $3,120 $2,301

Large Volume 
Interruptible 

(LVI) - Transport 
– Conservation 

Improvement Program 
(CIP) Applicable

C&I Interruptible Class 3 100,001 - 1,000,000 60,840 $3,542 $3,861 $3,779 $6,078

C&I Interruptible Class 4 1,000,001 - 
2,000,000 180,030 $9,894 $10,783 $10,355 $13,373

Agriculture Grain Dryer - Class 3 > 500,001 133,674 $7,423 $8,091 $7,919 $8,168

Small Volume Joint 
(SVJ) - Transport

C&I Joint Class 2 1,501 - 100,000 4,133 $799 $871 $853 $1,144
C&I Joint Class 3 100,001 - 1,000,000 14,621 $2,117 $2,307 $2,258 $3,469

Agriculture Grain Dryer - Class 2 20,001 - 500,000 4,837 $888 $967 $947 $1,145
Large Volume Joint 
(LVJ) - Transport 

- Conservation 
Improvement Program 

(CIP) Applicable

C&I Joint Class 2 1,501 - 100,000 850 $356 $388 $379 $335
C&I Joint Class 3 100,001 - 1,000,000 45,001 $3,249 $3,541 $3,466 $6,937

C&I Joint Class 4 1,000,001 - 
2,000,000 128,477 $8,718 $9,502 $9,300 $16,375
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CLASSIFIEDS
 Over 25,000 in households            Serving Steele, Mower, Freeborn, Dodge, and Olmsted Counties       www.steeledodgenews.com  
 

DEALS ON WHEELS
Sell your car, bike, RV, 
trailer,  and anything on 

wheels today!!

3-WEEK SPECIAL: $32
BUY TWO WEEKS, 
GET THE THIRD FREE
UP TO 20 WORDS; 10¢ FOR EACH WORD AFTER

TO PLACE AN AD
Steele County Times
507-583-4431
bptimes@frontiernet.net
411 E. Main St., Blooming Prairie, MN 55917

TO PLACE AN AD
Dodge County Independent

Dodge County Advantage
507-634-7503 • dci@kmtel.com

121 W. Main St., Kasson, MN 55944

BARGAIN FINDER
Sell your items for $50 or 

less. Run it for four weeks.
ONLY $5!

Large Volume Joint 
(LVJ) - Transport 

- Conservation 
Improvement Program 

(CIP) Exempt

C&I Joint Class 5 - CIP Exempt >2,000,000 1,033,882 $33,688 $36,717 $35,938 $9,371

Super Large Volume 
Interruptible 

(SLVI) - Transport 
- Conservation 

Improvement Program 
(CIP) Exempt

C&I Interruptible Class 5 - CIP Exempt >2,000,000 1,320,322 $6,385 $6,427 $6,416 $6,980

Super Large Volume 
Interruptible 

(SLVI) - Transport 
- Conservation 

Improvement Program 
(CIP) Applicable

C&I Interruptible Class 4 1,000,001 - 
2,000,000 87,646 $3,288 $3,330 $3,319 $6,682

Super Large 
Volume Joint 

(SLVJ) - Transport 
- Conservation 

Improvement Program 
(CIP) Exempt

Power Generating Unit - Class 2 CIP Exempt >500,000 1,676,072 $19,083 $20,124 $19,856 $38,274

Transport for Resale Transport for Resale N/A 17,223 $1,579 $1,721 $1,685 $1,646
Large Volume Joint 

(LVJ) - Flex Transport
(Cust "A")
(Cust "E")
(Cust "F")
(Cust "G")

Large Volume Joint (LVJ)
- Flex Transport

(Cust "A")
(Cust "E")
(Cust "F")
(Cust "G")

N/A 485,401
622,779
126,760
90,630

$18,990
$11,442
$5,815
$5,558

$19,294
$11,630
$5,950
$5,787

$19,216
$11,582
$5,915
$5,728

$30,033
$17,391
$10,029
$13,155

* The present rate levels identified in this application represent the rates authorized in Minnesota Energy Resources’ last rate case in Docket No. G-011/GR-15-736.
** The table above reflects proposed increases for final rates to the monthly customer charge and the per therm distribution charge. For joint service customers, the table 
also reflects proposed increases to the daily firm capacity charge. 
How to learn more
Minnesota Energy Resources’ current and proposed rate schedules are available at:

Minnesota Energy Resources
2685 145th Street West
Rosemount, MN 55068
Phone:  800-889-9508
Web:  www.minnesotaenergyresources.com/company/rate_case.aspx
Minnesota Department of Commerce
85 7th Place East, Suite 500, St. Paul, MN 55101
Phone 651-539-1534
Web: https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling/search.jsp  Select 17 in the year field, enter 563 in the number field, select Search, and the list of documents will appear 
on the next page.

Questions about the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission’s review process?
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
121 7th Place East, Suite 350, St. Paul, MN 55101
Phone: 651-296-0406 or 1-800-657-3782
Email: consumer.puc@state.mn.us 
Citizens with hearing or speech impairments may call through their preferred Telecommunications Relay Service.

2015 28’ 
Shadow Cruiser 

w/slide FT excellent 
condition bunkhouse/
separate room - front 
queen bedroom, LED 
lighting, power jack, 

built-in TV, sensor aw-
ning, many extras can 

email pictures. Call 
507-355-1347 after 5. 

DEALS ON 
WHEELS

DEALS ON 
WHEELS

2010 Honda Gold Wing, 
Low miles. Extras 

Asking $15,000. 
Call Jim 477-2458 or 

438-9981 (cell)

Gold enclosed car 
hauler, 8’ x 20’ 3’ nose 
with 36” side door, fold 
down rear door, only 

used once.

Call: 
507-259-7515

Apply at: www.oxfordmgmt.com/careers • EOE

➧Resident Assistants Wanted
•PT 7 a.m. - 11 a.m.   •PT 4:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
•PT 10 p.m. - 6 a.m. 

➧Housekeeper Wanted 
•3 days/week for 18-20 hrs.

➧Dining Attendant Wanted
•PT 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

HELP WANTED. CARE 
GIVER WANTED every oth-
er Saturday. 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
$12 per hour. No heavy lift-
ing. Will Train. Call 507-289-
2756.                   15,16,17 wk
HAVE YOU TAKEN LN-
VOKANA and suffered any 
serious side effects? Call 
507-573-4551 to speak with 
a lawyer. You may be entitled 
to compensation.
DODGE COUNTY SEA-
SONAL HIGHWAY WORK-
ERS Vacancies for Seasonal 
Highway Workers.  MN Driv-
ers License required.  Must 
be 18+ years old.   Approx. 40 
hrs/wk Monday – Thursday 
$13.08/hour.  Visit our web-
site for application at www.
co.dodge.mn.us or contact 
Dodge County at 507-635-

EMPLOYMENT

6239.  Expected start date 
May/June, 2018.    EOE 		
	                    16,17 wk
$4,000 HIRE BONUS!  IM-
MEDIATE OPENINGS for 
Direct Care Staff for 4 bed 
group home in West Con-
cord.  PT PM and Float po-
sitions available.  Must have 
current MN driv lic & pass 
background check.  Paid 
training provided!  AM’s/
Floats:  $10.50 – $11; PM’s:  
$11 - $11.50.  Call Heidi or 
Karla at 507-527-2456 or ap-
ply at 205 Southview Street, 
West Concord.  “EOE”	                       	
	              16,17,18,19 wk
HELP WANTED - NOW AC-
CEPTING applications for 
the spring season service. 
Please inquire at Houston’s 
Greenhouse in Kasson. 507-
634-7113.                 16,17 wk
ROCK PICKING SOUTH of 
Kasson 1.5 miles. Jr. high to 
adults, flexible hours. Call 57-
273-9678 17,18,19p

State of MinneSota – DepartMent of HuMan ServiceS

We are hiring additional members to join our team! The State of Minne-
sota Department of Human Services is seeking caring people as we are 
hiring for direct care positions in the Faribault, Hastings, Rochester and 
additional surrounding areas. 

Direct Support Specialist - Human Services Technician  
$13.95 - $22.13 hourly

Every person needs the support of others. Minnesota Department of Hu-
man Services is looking for person-centered, caring people to support 
individuals with intellectual disabilities, mental illness, brain injury, and 
other emotional, behavioral, and medical complexities. No experience is 
required for this role and paid training will be provided for the Direct 
Support Specialist- Human Services Technician roles. Job ID #13233 
(Faribault), 13234 (Rochester).

Behavioral Modification Assistant 
$16.91 - $23.41 hourly

We are seeking applicants who have experience in direct care, with 
knowledge in behavioral modification theory or implement behavior man-
agement components of treatment plans. Job ID #2672 (Faribault), 2054 
(Hastings), and 18787 (Rochester).

These positions are eligible for wonderful benefits. Applicants must be 
at least 18 years old and have a current, with a valid driver’s license. 
To explore these positions and other State career  
opportunities, go to www.mn.gov/careers

Equal Opportunity and  
Veteran Friendly Employer

Serving Your Buying 

and Selling Needs! 

BOBREMKER 
ex 

507-363-9275 Cell 
bremker@gmail.com CDL driver over the road dryer van. 

Driver benefits included. Paid holidays, 
vacation pay, and 401K health plan.

Krueger Trucking
Austin, MN
1-800-634-3317
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CLUES ACROSS
 1. Measurement (abbr.)
 4. Returned material au-
thorization (abbr.)
 7. Sorting
12. Attribute
15. Poked holes in
16. Angers
18. Doc
19. MLB journeyman pitch-
er Dillon
20. Not don’t
21. Snubs someone
24. Where kids bathe
27. One might be in distress
30. Chair
31. Music industry honors 
(abbr.)
33. Dash
34. Owed
35. Caucasian language
37. One thousand (Span.)
39. Musical style drum and 
bass
41. Evergreen trees native 
to warm climates
42. Begin __: start fresh
44. Marshy outlets
47. A chicken lays one
48. Yemen’s largest city
49. Conversion rate
50. Single Lens Reflex
52. Atlanta rapper
53. Reduce the importance 
of

56. Faces of buildings
61. Something achieved
63. Distribute again
64. Tooth caregiver
65. 007’s creator

CLUES DOWN
  1. Skater Lipinksi
 2. Data
 3. Single step

 4. Destroyed financially
 5. Fail to interpret correctly
 6. Fava d’__: tree found in 
Brazil
 7. Vehicle
 8. Limited
 9. Old English
10. Aussie golfer Norman
11. Job
12. Loose-fitting undergar-

ments
13. Protected by balancing
14. Give up
17. Fifth note of a major 
scale
22. Extravagantly bright
23. Takes dictation
24. 19th letter of Greek 
alphabet
25. Rounded knob (biology)
26. French philosopher 
Pierre
28. Mothers
29. Dardic ethnic group
32. Supports the rudder
36. An ugly evil-looking old 
woman
38. Of a fasting time
40. Filled with passengers
43. Below the ribs and 
above the hips
44. Binary-coded decimal
45. 51 is a famous one
46. Goes into a funk
51. Chief O’Hara actor 
54. Videocassette recorder
55. Scored perfectly
56. Type of tree
57. __ Spumante (Italian 
wine)
58. Popular commercial 
“pet”
59. Supreme god of Ancient 
Egyptians
60. Room in a home
62. __ and behold

Crossword solution

Let’s  get you movin!
Jennifer Walsh

507-438-6676
email: jenwalsh@kw.com

web: jenwalsh.kw.com

WEEKLY CROSSWORD
#1627 JOHANNES GROENEWEG ESTATE

160 ACRES+/- • 2 TRACTS
SALE TO BE HELD ON SITE 74394 300TH ST. CLARKS GROVE, MN

Tract 1: Home and outbuilding
surrounded by 13 acre woods
Tract 2: Productive cropland
with great drainage and CRP
income
Online Bidding Available

Tract 1: 3 bed, 2 bath home, outbuildings on 13 wooded acres • Tract 2: 147  Deeded acres / 132.5 
Tillable acres / CRP acres / CPI - 86.8 / Sec. 20 • Terms: $7,500 (nonrefundable) down for tract 1 the 
day of the sale and $50,000 (nonrefundable) down for tract 2 the day of the sale. Balance due on 
tract 1 June 1. Balance due on tract 2 either June 1, to receive cropland rent and pay 2018 taxes or No-
vember 1, 2018 and sellers will receive cropland rent and pay 2018 taxes. 2% Buyer’s fee will apply.

� 507-373-5660     � gregjensen@landproz.com
Broker Greg Jensen -  MN, IA / Broker Brian Haugen - MN, SD / Broker Amy Willett - MO

LANDPROZ Real Estate, LLC. 111 East Clark Street, Albert Lea, MN 56007

Agricultural & Recreational Real Estate / Auctions / Farm Management

BATH TWP / FREEBORN COUNTY, MN

SAT., APRIL 21 @ 10 A.M.
OPEN HOUSE
Wed, April 4  
5:30-6:30

or call for a private 
showing

Vehicles/Tractors: 2008 Ford F-150 4x4 37K; 2004 Ford Windstar van 69K; 66 Oliver;
850 Ford; M Farmall; 2- Husqvarna lawn mowers; pickup box trailer • Tools: 2- air com-
pressors, ladders, hand tools; garden tools; Stihl chain saw; Ryobi table saw; craftsman
band saw; drill press • Antiques/Primitives: Numerous egg crates; metal tractor seats; 
planter wheels; wash tubs; old pulleys; oil cans; 30+ yard sticks; license plates and metal
signs; two man saws; horse drawn implements; old games & toys; 1 gal western whiskey 
jug, 5 gal western canner, 5 gal Redwing crock • Household: Grandfather clock; glass 
hutch; 2-lift recliners; 3 full size bedroom sets; kitchen u
kitchen ware; oval dining room table w/chairs; hutch; bo
lawn chairs
Visit website for pictures. Announcements made day 
of sale take precedence over printed material. Not 
responsible for accidents. Cash, check, or credit card 
w/4% convenience fee

JJ Wise Auctioneering, License #24-117
Klemme, IA  • 641-420-7355 • www.northiowaauctions.com

Joe was an avid auction buyer for years!  If you are into American pickers here is your 
chance to be your own picker!  Scrap iron buyers don’t miss this sale!  This auction is 
an entire acreage of personal property plan on attending the entire day!  

utensils; 
ooks; 

PERSONAL PROPERTY AUCTION TO START AT 11 A.M.
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Marilyn’s quilt will raise money 
for BP Vets Memorial

BP School receives 
student learning grant

Grants deadline approaching
for Owatonna Foundation

United Way implements 
online tool for volunteer work

BY HOWARD LESTRUD
STAFF WRITER

Marilyn Meshke is again 
donating a beautiful, patriotic 
quilt to the Blooming Prairie 
Veterans Memorial project.

A Quilt Raffle will be 
held on Memorial Day at 
the Servicemen’s Club in 
Blooming Prairie.  

Tickets are now on sale. 
The cost of a raffle ticket, 
for this one of a kind quilt, 
is only $5.  Three prizes will 
be given: first prize is the 
patriotic quilt, second prize is 
$100 cash, and the third prize 
is $50 cash.  You need not be 
present to win.

All proceeds from the quilt 
raffle will be donated to the 
Blooming Prairie Veterans 
Memorial.  

The raffle tickets 
can be purchased at the 
Servicemen’s Club Foxhole, 
Sportstitch, Inc,, A Touch of 
Charm, Blooming Prairie 
Area Chamber of Commerce, 
Blooming Prairie Veterans 
Memorial Committee, 
Blooming Prairie Veterans 
Memorial Corporation, and 

Servicemen’s Club members 
from the VFW, American 
Legion, Sons of the American 
Legion, and American Legion 

and VFW Auxiliaries. 
Contact the following 

people for tickets, or with 
questions: Marilyn Meshke, 
Sandy Jones, Doug Miner, 
Tom Peterson, Fred Vokoun, 
Tom Walters, Kenny 
Vermilyea, Keith Holman, 
Jackie Schlicter, or Kurt 
Blome. 

The quilt is entitled “Stars 
and Bars.” It was sewn by 
Marilyn Meshke and quilted 
by Calico Hutch in Hayward. 
Its dimensions are 86 by 102 
feet.

Blooming Prairie 
Schools has received a 
$500 Student Learning 
Grant from Kraus-Ander-
son Construction Com-
pany (KA). The school 
district will use the grant 
to support its student 
Robotics program.

In addition to Blooming 
Prairie, the 2018 grants 
were also made to 
Dilworth-Glyndon-
Felton Schools, Lake City 
Schools, Inver Grove 
Heights Schools and New 
Ulm Schools.

KA is currently ranked 
ninth in the nation in 
the construction of 

K-12 education facilities 
by Building Design + 
Construction. In the 
past five years the 
company has managed 
the construction of 
176 education projects 
totaling $1 billion. 

“We are extremely 
proud of our long-
standing relationship with 
area school districts, and 
are committed to building 
strong communities 
through education,” 
said John Huenink, vice 
president of education for 
Kraus-Anderson.

The Owatonna Foundation, 
now in its 60th year of serving 
the Owatonna community, is 
pleased to announce its next 
grant application deadline on 
May 1.

The Owatonna 
Foundation was established 
in 1957 with the goal of 
improving the quality of 
life for present and future 
generations of Owatonna 
residents.  Since then, the 
Owatonna Foundation has 
committed more than $11.8 
million dollars in grants 
and scholarships to local 
organizations and students.

Owatonna-based 501 C3 
nonprofit organizations 
that are working on capital 
projects in the areas of 
community, arts, recreation, 
and education may apply.

“The mission of the 
Owatonna Foundation is 
to improve the quality of 
life for present and future 
generations by supporting 
Owatonna projects that 
focus on community, arts, 
education, and recreation. 
We are thrilled to offer 
grant opportunities to the 
community again this 
spring,” said Laura Reslier, 
Foundation executive 
director.

Recently, the Owatonna 
Foundation has awarded 
grants to many community 
projects including a co-
registration desk for the 
Steele County Food Shelf 
and Clothesline, a new 
HVAC system for the Steele 
County Free Fair, basement 
remodel at the Hospitality 

House, defibrillators for the 
Owatonna Dive Club, and 
a kitchen remodel and new 
equipment for Wee Pals 
Childcare Center. Other 
funds went to recreation 
projects such as the dugout 
remodel at the Fairgrounds 
Park ball diamonds and the 
scoreboard at Dartts Park as 
well as several arts & culture 
projects.

Complete grant guidelines 
and applications can be 
found at the Owatonna 
Foundation website at www.
owatonnafoundation.org or 
by visiting the Owatonna 
Foundation office at 108 West 
Park Square in Owatonna. 
For more information call 
Resler at 507-455-2995 or email 
at info@owatonnafoundation.
org.

United Way of Steele 
County has launched a new 
volunteer matching service to 
the community.

Volunteer Connect is an 
online interactive tool that 
both allows individuals to see 
the many ways they can make 
a difference and agencies and 
organizations of all types 
to promote their needs and 
events free of charge. 

The website http://
volunteerconnect.
unitedwaysteelecounty.
org is live and ready for the 
community to navigate.  

Community members 
can use the site as a way to 
familiarize themselves with 
organizations and needs in 
the community.  When they 
are ready to sign up for a shift 
or let the organization know 
of their interest, they will be 
asked to create a volunteer 
profile with some basic 
information that will allow 
organizations to confirm the 
details of their participation 

and provide them with any 
other important information 
they will need before they 
arrive.  

The website is mobile 
friendly and allows volunteers 
to schedule and change shifts 
from their phone or computer, 
print off volunteer resumes 
with their documented 
volunteer hours and 
discover new local volunteer 
opportunities that match their 
interests and skills.  

When asked about the 
United Way’s role in this 
launch, Tanya Paley, United 
Way of Steele County director 
of strategic operations said, 
“We are thrilled to be able 
to use funds from the Otto 
Bremer Foundation to develop 
this community resource. 
We see this as another way 
to foster a community that 
Lives United, and to support 
the great work being done 
by so many nonprofits in our 
community. 

“Volunteer Connect 

will make the needs and 
opportunities in our 
community transparent 
and accessible, making it 
easier for all of us to create 
opportunities for service and 
to get connected and make a 
difference.  Volunteer Connect 
will do more than just create 
matches among the service 
community and private 
citizens; it will also help to 
build lasting relationships.”

Opportunities currently 
listed online include 
engagement opportunities for 
various Steele County non-
profits.

Any nonprofit or charitable 
organization in Steele 
County that would like to be 
able to post their needs and 
events on Volunteer Connect 
site is welcome! Contact 
Neil Lyons at uwadmin@
unitedwaysteelecounty.org 
to get information on how to 
get started as a volunteer or a 
group using volunteers. 

 My Man
Godfrey

Comedy by

Artistic Director Jon Terrill

Technical Director Mary Butler-Fraser

7:30 PM  Showings 
April  20th, 21st,  

27th, & 28th
2 PM Matinee 
April 22nd & 29th 
West Hills Auditorium 
560A Dunnell Dr. 
Owatonna, MN 55060

presents

LTO Box Office Opens April 16  |  (507) 451-0764   |  Tickets Can Be Purchased Online at  www.LittleTheatreofOwatonna.org

Eric K. Hatch

‘My Man Godfrey’ is presented by Dramatic Publishing Co. of  Woodstock, IL

Submitted poto
AMarilyn Meshke, a member of the Blooming Prairie Veterans 
Memorial Corporation, has sewn a beautiful quilt to be raffled 
on Memorial Day at the BP Servicemen’s Club. The quilt is called 
“Stars and Bars.”

Submitted poto
Gary Benson, right, of Kraus Anderson 
recently presented a $500 check to 
Superintendent Barry Olson of Blooming 
Prairie Schools. The grant will support 
BP’s Robotics program.

Call to place an item 
in the Classifieds today: 
507-583-4431
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