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We are proud to be a community bank
We can help you reach your financial goals, no matter the size.
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of July Celebration

Wwejarelpleased to welcome the public to join us on July 4th
- -to celebrate the birth of America’s Independence.

Fun starts at 7 p.m. until fireworks finale
HIGHLIGHTS OF OUR CELEBRATION:

* Prime viewing of fireworks from our parking lot ...bring your lawn chairs.
« Complimentary watermelon ... a July 4 tradition
» Streaming patriotic music
» Spin the Prize Wheel - prizes for youth and adults
« Complimentary Chocolate Shoppe Ice Cream
as featured at Old Town Bagels
* Restrooms provided for your convenience
- Bean bag boards to test your skill
« Insect repellent provided to ward off mosquitoes

We hope to see you in our parking lot for this year’s celebration!

BRICK-MEGER

Funeral Home

1603 Austin Road. .. Owatonna
megercares.com
507.451.1457

GLEN MIKE BRETT

SCGEF
Steele County Free Falr

Adventures to

Explore in 2024
August 13-18

2024 Grandstand Entertainment

Tuesdcy-Ayg.13 R 5:00 PM |
FFA Alumni Antique Tractor Pull

Wednesday-Aug.14 7:00 PM
Hailey Whitters with special guest Adam Calvert £

Thursday-Avug. 15 7:30 PM
Snake Oil Concert

Friday-Aug. 16 7:00 PM
Chris Janson with special guest Mason Dixon Line

Saturday-Aug. 17 7:30 PM
Bulls N Barrels with local Mution Bustin

Sunday-Aug. 18 2:00 PM
IMP Demolition Derby

rirmreper A Srus

Steele County -
Fairgrounds -
1525 South Cedar— -

Owatonna
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[CONIC FOR A HALF CENTURY

BP's Old-Fashioned Fourth hits 50 years of fun

BY JONNY CLUBB
STAFF WRITER

his year marks
the 50th iteration
of Blooming

Prairie’s iconic Old-Fash-
ioned Fourth of July
celebration. Some parts of
the celebration come and
go, while others - like the
parade and fireworks —
have been mainstays.

The 2024 celebration
will be full of long stand-
ing traditions and re-
turning favorites, so it is
important to know what is
happening and when.

July 3

Festivities will begin
on July 3 at 1:00 p.m. with
the Schiffelly Puppets
performing in the Council
Chambers at City Cen-
ter. Fourth of July Chair
Karen Peterson said, “We
haven’t had (the puppets)
in a quite a few years.
Most kids like puppets, so
I know the daycares and
youth club might be bring-
ing their children down.”

The celebration will
continue with tours of
Blooming Prairie High
School at 2 p.m., 3 p.m. and
4 p.m. There will also be
antique tractors at Victory
Field from 4-8 p.m. and a
kid’s pedal tractor pull at
Central[1] Park with sign
up at 4:30 p.m.

The car and bike show
will be returning for the

first time in a couple of
years. The event will be
held on Main Street and
there will be a $20 en-
trance fee for any truck,
car or motorcycle that
would like to participate.
Sign-ups for the event will
be at 3 p.m. and the show
will run for 4-7 p.m.
Blooming Prairie’s Cen-
tral Park will also be busy
all afternoon. The park
will host the beer garden,
a dunk tank in support
of United Way of Steele
County and more. There

BP FOURTH OF JULY VOLUNTEERS

Overall 4th of July Chair: Karen Peterson

Concession Chairs: Karen Peterson and Jennifer Grovdanhl
Parade Chairs: Karen Fouarge and Suzi Burt

Bounce House/Video Game Trailer Chair: Sue Kern

Facilities Chair: Aaron Brack

Tractor Pull Chairs: Kraling Family

5K Chair: Jenny Cashman

Fine Arts Market & Craft Fair Chair: Jennifer Grovdahl

will also be plenty of other
fun activities at the park
including inflatables,
FURever Friends and a
video game trailer.

Live music will also be
available all afternoon on

Wednesday. The Saline
Fiddlers Philharmonic
will be performing from
4:00 to 5:15 p.m. at the
large gazebo in Central
Park and Generation Gap
will be playing at the beer

garden in Central Park
from 5:30-8:00 p.m.

The festivities for July
3 will conclude with the
street dance at the Bloom-
ing Prairie Servicemen’s
Club from 8:30 p.m. to
12:30 a.m. Tri Eight will
be performing live and the
Taco Lab food truck will
be at the event.

July 4

Independence Day will
kickoff with the Blooming
Prairie Lion’s Club Break-
fast at Prairie Manor from
8:00-11:30 a.m. Meanwhile,

the Red, White & Boom 5K
will start at 9:00 a.m. and
Leo Augusta Children’s
Academy will be holding
bingo at the picnic pavilion
in Central Park from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. Central Park
will be full of many more
great events and activities
from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m.

The Fourth of July
parade, which has long
been a local favorite, will
begin at 2:30 p.m. and
wind through Blooming
Prairie. (See the route
map published with this
article.) Karen Fouarge,

a long-time Fourth of
July volunteer, will be
the grand marshal of this
year’s parade.

Singer-songwriter Jake
Schrodt will be perform-
ing live at the beer garden
in Central Park from 6-9
p.m. before the night con-
cludes with fireworks at
Victory Field at 10 p.m.

Fourth of July buttons
are another long time tra-
dition of the Old-Fashioned
Fourth of July. This year
buttons cost $5 and will be
available leading up to the
Fourth at Vandal’s Family
Market and Casey’s in
Blooming Prairie. Peter-
son said that buttons will
give people “a dollar off of
every beer in the beer gar-
den” and kids get a dollar
off admission the video
game trailer and bounce
house in Central Park.
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Glenn’s Motorcoach Tours, Inc
Oronoco, MN

Departing from: Austin, Albert Lea, Owatonna, Faribault
CALLTODAY FOR A DETAILED BROCHURE!

1-800-795-8516 or 507-288-1329

M os I SUMMERTIME ON THE MISSISSIPPI AUGUST 14 - 16, 2024 §652
FALL MYSTERY TOUR - ALL NEW 5 DAY TOUR! SEPTEMBER 12 - 16, 2024 §1185

WASHINGTON DC & GETTYSBURG OCTOBER5- 12, 2024 875

Blossoms would rather ALBUQUERQUE, NM BALLOON FIESTA OCTOBER9-17. 2024 §329
_ AUTUN IN THE SHOKY NTS OCTOBER 15- 21, 2024 1869

NOT d rin k a I CO h o I CHRISTMAS BRANSON NOVENBER 6 - 10, 2024 $1189
CHRISTHIAS BRANSON NOVEMBER 14- 17, 2004 $999

- A COUNTRY CHRISTHIAS IN NASHVILLE NOV 30- DEC 5, 2024 §1900

when hanging out 'CHRISTHIAS AROUND THE WORLD' IN ONAHA, NE DECEMBER 10-13, 2024 $909

- : BENTLEYVILLE IN DULUTH DECENBER 11-13, 2024 659

with friends. FLORIDA - ORLANDO & PANANA CITY BEACH FEBRUARY 10-23, 2005 $3305

| COASTAL MISSISSIPPI- BILOX| MARCH 21 - 30, 2025 §2099

B N S No1ot oraos oo, ol GOLFING IN THE OZARKS - BRANSON, MO APRIL10- 13, 2025 §799

FanSREINIDRS BHDH BRANSON MUSIC FEST ARPIL 24 - 27, 2025 §945
MYRTLE BEACH & CHARLESTON, SC ARPIL 25 - MAY 4, 2025 §2375
ARK ENCOUNTER & CREATION MUSEUM MAY 6 - 10, 2025 §1175
TRAVERSE CITY, MI MAY 19 - 24, 2025 1410
SPRING MYSTERY - ALL NEW § DAY TOUR! MAY 27 - JUNE 3, 2025 §2030
NORWAY - COMPLETE PKG W/AIR JUNE 2025 - DETAILS COMING SOON

NIAGARA FALLS, ONT JUNE 3-8, 2025 §2079
ALASKA - LAND & CRUISE - COMPLETE PKG WIAR JULY 2025 - DETAILS COMING SOON

PACIFIC NORTHWEST JULY 16 - AUG 2, 2025 §4589
LAKE GENEVA, WI AUGUST 18 - 20, 2025 §939

PLEASE NOTE: WE HAVE MOVED INTO OUR NEW OFFICE LOCATION. OUR NEW ADDRESS [S:
1460 CEDAR CENTER AVE SE ORONOCO, MN 55960

ALL PRICES BASED ON DOUBLE OCCUPANCY

ONLY A FEW SEATS LEFT ON SOME TOURS!

All of our Tours are Fully Escorted in Deluxe Motorcoaches & Luggage Handling is included.
For More Information or to Book A Tour, Call Today!

Check us out on the Web - www.glennsmotorcoachtours.com
Email: glenn@glennsmotorcoachtours.com

¥

4d)
\

BLOOMING POSITIVE OALITION

’ A [ N
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Looking back on (more than) 50 years
ot BP Fourth celebrations

BY JONNY CLUBB
STAFF WRITER

ver the past 50
years, Bloom-
ing Prairie’s

Old-Fashioned Fourth

of July celebration has
provided plenty of patri-
otic entertainment while
spanning 10 U.S. presiden-
cies, surviving a pandem-
ic, and more.

According to a 1975
edition of the Blooming
Prairie Times, the Fourth
of July celebration in its
current form began in 1974
as part of “three Inde-
pendence Day celebration
designed to climax...with
the Bi-Centennial.” How-
ever, the community has
celebrated the Fourth and
held a number of other
summer festivals dating
back much farther.

Blooming Prairie’s
Fourth of July celebration
in 1936 was described as
“rousing,” as over 8,000
people attended the event
at Blooming Prairie’s
Country Club grounds.
The bash featured three
bands, a kittenball tour-
nament (baseball and
softball fans should look
this up if they have time),
fireworks and a speech
from U.S. Congressman
August Andersen.

An article from the
Blooming Prairie Times

in 1976 recounted stories
from the Fourth of July in
the early twentieth cen-
tury. One resident, Paul
Birgin, said, “Back then,
the celebration started at
4 a.m. July 4 with 100 guns
fired at sunrise. I don’t
know if they were actually
guns or firecrackers or
what, but they sure woke
everyone up.”

Birgin also remem-
bered horse races and
“hotly contested baseball
games” from days of old.

Another resident, Har-
riet Ressler, remembered

Fourth of July parades, as
well as celebrations like
the one in 1936.

She said, “The last
Fourth of July celebration
they had out there was in
the early 1940’s. After the
guys in town went into
the service, it just kind of
died out.”

The next great sum-
mer festival in Blooming
Prairie, the “Soybean
Festival,” began in 1950.
According to a 2002
article in the Blooming
Prairie Times, “over 8,000
were on hand” to see the

"(The Fourth) probably is the biggest
family reunion, class reunion, all school
reunion event of the entire year."

Sue Zwiener
BP Resident

dedication of the soybean
mill that had long been
pursued for the communi-
ty. The first edition of the
event featured “a parade
with 50 entries, kiddie
rides and the Jerry Rypka
Orchestra.”

The event expanded to
two days the next year and
had over 20,000 attendees,
and in 1952 “over 75,000
people were expected”
for a three-day event.

The event’s name was
also changed in 1952 to be

called “the Soybean and
4-H Jamboree.”

In the late 1960’s and
early 1970’s, Blooming
Prairie named itself the
“Petunia Capitol of South-
ern Minnesota” and, as
such, held a festival to
celebrate. The festival was
“similar to the Soybean
Festival.” The first cele-
bration in 1968 included
a parade, a carnival, fire-
works, and awards for the
best “petunia displays.”
The Petunia Festival was
short lived though, as by
1971 it was all but history.

Fortunately, just three
short years later began the
tradition of what is now
known as the Old-Fash-
ioned Fourth of July. The
inaugural celebration in
1974 was the first of three
that were meant to lead up
to a “gigantic bicentennial
celebration in 1976.”

According to a 1974
Blooming Prairie Times
article, the 1974 celebra-
tion was held at Victo-
ry Field and included
baseball games, contests
between the fire depart-
ments of Blooming Prairie,
Ellendale, Hayfield, and
Claremont, races for kids,
and a number of pool
activities. There was also
an hour-long program held
8:30 p.m. before a “large
and impressive display of
fireworks” at 9:30 p.m.
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The celebration in 1975 was
largely similar to the one held
in 1974, except that a “kiddy
parade” was added for young
children.

In 1976, the celebration con-
tinued to expand and included
at least one event on July 3.
The festivities on July 4 began
at 8:30 a.m. with a pancake
breakfast and lasted until the
late afternoon. Interestingly,
the 1976 Independence Day
festivities did not include a
fireworks display “in defer-
ence to Blooming Prairie’s
bicentennial celebration in
September.”

Over the next 48 years, the
Old-Fashioned Fourth of July
celebration has grown and
changed, and each year of the
celebration has had its own
unique moments.

Events over the years in-
clude activities such as tennis,
volleyball, archery, basketball,
rollerblading, horseshoes,
swimming and more. There
have also been dozens of enter-
tainment groups to visit Bloom-
ing Prairie for the Fourth of
July over the past half century.
The most consistent favorites,
though, have been the parade
and fireworks show.

Even more consistent is the
swath of volunteers that come
together to put on the celebra-
tion every year.

In a 1999 article in the
Blooming Prairie Times, then
Blooming Prairie Chamber
of Commerce President Chad
Eischens said, “I must reit-
erate the feelings I have for
the local volunteers. Really.
that is what this wonderful
get-together is about. It brings
together workers of all ages.
intent on quality and fun.
And they all do so much work,
which allows all of rest of us to
have so many exciting events
to participate in!”

Similarly, a 2004 article was
titled “Blooming Prairie’s 30th
Fourth of July celebration takes
lots of good volunteers” and
thanked the large number of
volunteers for that year’s event.

In an interview this year,
Nick Schiefert, a former
longtime volunteer who led
concessions for many years,
said, “The big part of putting
on an event like this is you
need to have people that want
to be involved and you need to
have volunteers...That’s really
what makes it successful.”

Schiefert emphasized the
continued need for volunteers
to help keep events like the
QOld-Fashioned Fourth of July
thriving.

Fifty years since its incep-
tion in 1974, the Old-Fashioned
Fourth of July celebration is
an immensely important event
for the Blooming Prairie com-
munity and surrounding area.

“(The Fourth of July)is a
chance for all the area towns
and our community to get to-
gether,” said Blooming Prairie
resident Sue Zwiener, who has
attended the celebration since
at least 1978.

Kari Adams, who grew up
in another community and is
now the general manager of
the Blooming Prairie Service-
men’s Club, said, “Blooming
Prairie always had the best
parade...it’s where we always
went. It’s always been a very
good celebration at Blooming.”

“(The Fourth) probably is
the biggest family reunion,
class reunion, all school
reunion event of the entire
year,” Zwiener added. “A lot
of people live here, they go to
school here, they go off to col-
lege and they settle back here
because they love Blooming
Prairie. The people that don’t
do that still love to come back
to the Fourth of July.”
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ﬁ Painting, staining,
power washing,
gutter cleaning,
tree trimming
and removal.

507-451 -7424 willie_goodsell@yahoo.com

Fully Insured

Land of the Free,
Home of the Brave.
Happy Fourth of July!

@ Owatonna VFW
L\ 135 Oakdale St.,
e 3

Owatonna

YouriDestination’yYour
YourgTravelil.eaders?

STEINBAUER
™ PERFORMANCE

= e Aluminum
4 Wheel Polishing

¢ Tracks

TISIRNYCedar’/Avey
50745 51k1/7,0 -

Ag & Truck Tire Sales & Repair

Heavy Duty Truck - Ag & Implement Tire Repair & Sales
Wheel Alignment - Tire Balancing

ette ¢« REPAIR
507-455-0388

870 32nd Ave NW, Owatonna, MN ;4 Hror hours
Emergency OR On-The-Farm Repair 507-455-0483

Featuring:

.gfg' “mc ELIN

BFGoaodrich
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STEELE COUNTY FREE FAIR

2024 Grandstand
Entertainment

AUGUST 13 - 5:00 PM . .
FFA ALUMNI (P i X |

CLASSIC ANTIQUE “FCOMMUNIT
TRACTOR PULL PATHWAYS

OF STEELE COUNTY, INC.
AUGUST 14-7PM

Hailey Whitters
AUGUST 15 - 7:30 PM SAVE THE DnTE'
Snake Oil -
AUGUST 16 - 7:00 PM
aied || JULY 12TH, 2024
AUGUST 17 - 7:30 PM ’
O aou 400 - 800 PM
AUGUST 18 - 2:00 PM @ u u
IMP DEMO DERBY
@ the Steele County
Parenting tips & : Fairgrounds Beer Garden

Indulge in fantastic food, sip on refreshing Pathways Pilsner
crafted by Foremost and Mineral Springs Brewery, and

United Way groove to the beats of Melissa Schulz Music.
of Steele County

activities sent to your

But the fun doesn't stop there! Test your skills in thrilling
games, bid on exclusive items in the silent auction, and try
your luck in our cash raffle. All proceeds go to support
Community Pathways of Steele County, Inc. No fee for
admission. Free will offerings will be graciously accepted
and appreciated!

Mark your calendars for a family-friendly night of fun, food,
and philanthropy! See you at Pathways Palooza!

PATHWAYS

PALOOZA

RENEW LIVES & ENRICH FUTURES

Stop by our booth for a free ook!!
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Long-time volunteer ‘shocked’ to
be named grand marshal

XTIn
GOD
BLESS

STAFF PHOTO BY JONNY CLUBB
Karen Fouarge was named grand marshal of the parade for the 50th Old-Fashioned Fourth
of July celebration in Blooming Prairie. Fouarge has been involved with the parade as a
volunteer for over 20 years and has also been involved with the Blooming Prairie Education
Foundation for over a decade.

BY JONNY CLUBB
STAFF WRITER

aren Fouarge
is used to being
t the tail end

of the parade at Blooming
Prairie’s Old-Fashioned
Fourth of July, but this
year things will be differ-
ent. As this year’s grand
marshal, Fourage will be
much closer to the front of
the parade.

Fouarge was not ex-
pecting to be named grand
marshal, but she was hap-
py to hear the news. “I was
really shocked...it’s kind
of an honor to be (grand
marshal),” she said.

The parade during
Blooming Prairie’s
Old-Fashioned Fourth
of July celebration has
been a local favorite for
decades, and large part of
the parade’s success can be
attributed Fouarge.

Fouarge has been
involved with the Fourth
of July parade for over 20
years, but she has said this
will be her final year. This
year she is co-chair of the
parade with Suzi Burt.
Fouarge said she has helped
out with other parts of the
Fourth celebration when
she could, but her main fo-
cus has been on the parade.

Putting the parade
together is a months long
process. Fouarge said

“| always said | can volunteer if | have the
time. | don't mind doing it, but now it's time
to step and let someone else have the reins.”

Karen Fouarge
BP Grand Marshal

that around January or
Febuary information is
sent out to people that were
in the parade the previous
year. Then it is a waiting
game until the middle of
June when Fouarge and
Burt will get together, line
up the parade and give
each unit a number.

On the fourth, volunteers
mark out where each unit
should line up and those
that will be in the parade
check-in and are told where
their spot is. “Then at 2:30
we start the parade, and ev-
erything just flows normal,
or we hope,” Fouarge said
with a chuckle.

Even though Fouarge
is busy on and around the
Fourth of July, she still
loves celebration. “(My
favorite) is to see all the
people come into town and
the different things they
bring into town,” Fouarge
said. “(Ilike) to see new
concession stands and new
entertainment.”

Since she is busy with
the parade, Fouarge said
her “Fourth of July is more
or less the third of July”

when she has time to go see
what is going on.

“That’s okay by me
because sometimes it gets
a little crazy,” she added.
“We appreciate all the
people that come to (the
parade). It just sometimes
gets a little crazy.”

Beyond her involvement
with the Blooming Prairie
Fourth of July celebration,
Fouarge has been involved
with the Blooming Prairie
Education Foundation and
is currently the organiza-
tion’s president. Fouarge
was also named the 2021
Blooming Prairie Area
Chamber of Commerce
Citizen of the Year.

“It’s been many differ-
ent hats throughout my
years,” Fouarge said. “I
always said I can volunteer
ifT have the time. I don’t
mind doing it, but now it’s
time to step and let some-
one else have the reins.”

This year’s parade will
start at 2:30 p.m. near
Blooming Prairie High
School before winding its
way through Blooming
Prairie.
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BP 4% button:
‘Most iconic thing’

BY KAY FATE Q(a'\"‘e ath or
STAFF WRITER 4 \°$ q g t/¢

%
fall the years QQ
to be a fourth \Q/
grader at Q

Blooming Prairie Ele-
mentary School, this was
a big one. :

Traditionally, those /
are the students asked
to submit a design that
will be featured on the
town’s annual Fourth
of July button — which

See BP 4™ on 18 »

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Noah Olson, center, drew the winning design for the button that will commemorate
Blooming Prairie's 50th celebration of the Old-Fashioned Fourth of July. A fourth-grader,
Noabh is the son of Mathew and Kerie Olson. He received $20 in BP Chamber Bucks, a 50th
anniversary T-shirt and will have the first button from the printer. Noah's teacher, Jenna
Volgarino, is on the left. BP Area Chamber Executive Director Karen Peterson is on the right.

Our Special Recipe
bratwurst links or patties
regular or skinless

3or3.75 oz.

JULY 1- 4, 2024

3.98

Whole seedless watermelon with purchase of 4
each Pepsi products
6 pack bottles 16.9 fl. oz.

A%

1%&:{5:#:"’ “Like” us on Facebook for

507.451.0138 upcoming deals and great savings!
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New Patients Welcome ¢ Free Consultations

Dr. Deborah J. Lien, DDS, MBS

132 2nd Ave. NE * Blooming Prairie
583-6613

HONEST 1°
frﬂ»&‘gjjp %#f:

1125 S Oak Ave |
Owatonna, MN 55060-3701 507-451-5990 - www.Honest10watonna.com

pr—— -

by
Kozy HEAT

FIREPLACES

7
2 oz

140 26th Street NW | Owatonna, MN | 507-444-0067
info@fireplaceconnection.biz | www.fireplaceconnection.biz

120102,

s

’

@}EVBI’Y”[HE s Story Deserves to he T0l(l =
S < Fullline ofgramte and bronze memorials
... sCustom laser etchings

~ «Serving the area since 1939

« Pre-planning - design your memorial your way

Locally Owned by
John & Barb Heerema

wa\ia I:nl na

1180 Frontage Rd. E,, Owatonna, MN  507-455-9551 o OwutonnuGrumie.com
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Main Street Dental Clinics

comfortable dentistry

Blooming Prairie Owatonna New Richland
405 E Main St 1170 E Frontage Rd | 132 North Broadway
507-583-2141 507-455-1000 507-463-0502

Mankato
287 St Andrews Dr
507-720-0250

Rochester
3110 Wellner Dr NE
507-536-7700

mainstreetdentalclinics.com

«We understand small business because we are a small business.»

314 E Main St., Blooming Prairie — 583-7528
685 W. Bridge St. Suite 6, Owatonna — 451-9136
133 N. Broadway, New Richland — 465-3810
Johndoercpa.com

Doerhoefer, Miner,
Andrist & Arndt, P.A.

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

=

Checkout our vegetables, herbs, fruit,
garden supplies and décor.
507-214-TREE
ree
7(?&\;(:;;’" Narserg

pe 2449 E. Rose St., Owatonna
—#8RF  and [andscaping www.tcnursery.com

MINERS
Outdoor & Roc 4

507-583-2712
Hwy 218 South,
Blooming Prairie, MN

www.minersoutdoor.com

Enjoy t
Fourth of j;t'/g/

Outdoor Power EJ :ﬂ
Cart: Sales Service, Parts & Ac ; ies

Hours:
Monday-Friday: 8:00am-5:00pm
Saturday: 8:00am-Noon

Your Roofing Needs!

PIEPHO ROOFING INC.
s =

Unparalleled Service

e Janles.ﬁpi_ephp FE R e
5098 SW 18th Street « Owatonna, MN 55060
. 507-451-1686 + www.piephoroofing.com

L) A 4y
- .e--;' [l
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Street d
at BP

BY JONNY CLUBB
STAFF WRITER

long-time Fourth
of July favorite
song and dance

event will continue in a
new location this year.

The street dance
during Blooming Prairie’s
Old-Fashioned Fourth of
July celebration is now set
to take place at the Bloom-
ing Prairie Servicemen’s
Club. The street dance will
run from 8:30 p.m. to 12:30
a.m. on July 3 and will fea-
ture live music from Tri
Eight and a food truck.

The Mankato-based
band’s Facebook page
says they play 70s, 80s and
90s classic and modern
alternative rock, along
with “blues and a splash of
country.”

The Taco Lab food truck
will come to the event from
Rochester. On its website,
Taco Lab describes itself
as continuously looking
“for ways to incorporate
worldwide cuisine in our
Mexican food items and
experiment -you guessed
it- with Tacos!”

The street dance will
be a 21-plus event and will
have a $5 cover charge.

After organizers
learned that the previous
hosts would be unavailable
this year, the Servicemen’s
Club seemed like a clear

choice to be the new host.
“They support their
veterans, and we like to
support them,” said Karen
Peterson, the Fourth of
July event chair and execu-

TRIEIGHTA

Based out of Mankato, Tri Eight will be performing live music for the street dance at the BP Servicemen's Club on July 3.

tive director of the Bloom-
ing Prairie Area Chamber
of Commerce. “It was (also)
a way to collaborate and
work together with...a
chamber member.”

Hosting the street
dance is also a great way
for the Servicemen’s Club
to show what they are all
about.

“It means a lot to the

club. People can get a feel
of what we have there
and what the club is like,”
said Kari Adams, general
manager of the Service-
men’s Club. “They can

ance finds new home
Servicemen's Club

SUBMITTED PHOTO

come in and see what we
have to offer for future
events.”

The Servicemen’s Club
islocated at 210 4th St. NE
in Blooming Prairie.
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Live music galore at 50th celebration

BY JONNY CLUBB
STAFF WRITER

atrons of the 50th
Old-Fashioned
Fourth of July

celebration in Blooming
Prairie will have plenty of
opportunities to hear mu-
sicians performing live.

This year’s lineup
includes high schoolers,
grandfathers, Michigan-
ders, Minnesotans, and
more.

Three of the groups-the
Saline Fiddlers Philhar-
monic, Generation Gap
and Tri Eight-will be per-
forming on Wednesday,
July 3, while Jake Schrodt
performs on July 4.

Saline Fiddlers Phil-
harmonic

The Saline Fiddlers
Philharmonic is coming
to Blooming Prairie all
the way from Saline,
Mich., as a stop on their
30th Anniversary Tour
this summer. The group
consists solely of students
from Saline High School
chosen for their “musi-
cal talent and personal
maturity.”

According to the
group’s website, the Saline
Fiddlers Philharmonic
was founded in 1994 with
the goal of introducing “an
alternative style of music
education to public school
students to maintain and
expand their interest in
music performance.”

In the years since, the
group has grown to na-
tionwide acclaim over the

PHOTO COURTESY SALINEFIDDLERS.COM

The Saline Fiddlers Philharmonic, an all-student group, will travel to Blooming Prairie all the way from Michigan for this

year's 4th of July celebration.

course of more than 1,500
performances including
three at the White House.
The Saline Fiddlers
Philharmonic will be per-
forming at the large gaze-
bo in Central Park from 4
to 5:15 p.m. on Wednesday.
Listeners will be treated
to a mix of “American
folk, fiddle, bluegrass, jazz,
western swing, and Celtic

traditions” as well as “Ap-
palachian step dancing.”

Generation Gap

The duo of Carter Quast
and his grandpa, Rod
Scheitel, have used music
to entertain Minnesotans
and grow their relation-
ship for the past few years.
Generation Gap, as the
pair are more commonly
known, performs largely

70s singer-songwriter
music, but their song list
spans decades.

Generation Gap started
off playing for fun and
at fundraisers before ex-
panding to more gigs.

“I started playing
guitar when I was 19, and
with a heavy influence
from my grandma and my
grandpa, I really got into

playing a lot of 70s music
on the acoustic guitar,”
Quast said. “Eventually,
that led to my grandpa
asking if I wanted to play
some fundraisers just for
free...We did that a few
times, and people started
asking us for business
cards. We didn’t have
any plans to make it into
something, but soon

enough it did (turn into
something).”

Grandpa Sheitel’s mu-
sic journey has been much
longer.

“I started studying
piano when I was eight
years old...and all I've
ever known in the family
was singing,” Sheitel said.
“You sang all the time.
You (would) just break out
in song in the middle of
the day...It’s relaxing and
it becomes a really enjoy-
able habit.”

Since then, Scheitel
was a member of a band
called Azby, and he
runs Scheitel’s Music in
Mankato.

Quast now has his own
band that has taken on the
Azby name.

“Anybody that has the
good fortune to be ex-
posed to music and then
encouraged to get further
into music at a younger
age is truly blessed,”
Scheitel added. “As long
as you live, you can do
(music). A lot of things
you sort of start backing
away from...but music
isn’t like that.”

Both members of Gen-
eration Gap enjoy working
on their craft.

“Honing your musi-
cianship is fun, and I'd go
back to the family aspect
too,” Quast said. “(I enjoy)
playing with my grandpa
and having my grand-
mother there supporting
all the time, because she
justloves it.”

See CELEBRATION on 16 »

PUBLICATION OF STEELE COUNTY TIMES



16

FOURTH OF JULY

JULY 2024

Leo Augusta
Childrens Academy
brings bingo back to

BP Fourth of July

BY JONNY CLUBB
STAFF WRITER

“B4!” “And after!”, a
common bingo pun, might
be heard coming from
the pavilion at Blooming
Prairie’s Central Park on
the Fourth of July.

Leo Augusta Children’s
Academy will bring bingo
to attendees of the 50th
Old-Fashioned Fourth of
July in Blooming Prairie.
Bingo lovers can head
to the picnic pavilion at
Central Park from 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m. on July 4 to try
their luck.

Jessica Kremer, the acad-
emy director at Leo Augus-
ta, said that games will cost
$1 per card and that halfthe
pot will be awarded to each
round’s winner. Kremer
said in a tie, winners will
pull cards and the high card
will take the pot.

“T’ve been a Blooming
Prairie community mem-

ber for 20 years now, and
Ithink there’s only been
one (Fourth of July) that
I've missed,” Kremer said.
“It’s a huge turnout for
the community and a big
program for the commu-
nity to come together to
support other businesses
and non-profits.”

“Considering we are a
non-profit, and we contin-
ually need to raise funds
and get financial support,

I thought this would be an
awesome fundraiser for our
program,” Kremer added.

Bingo can be fun for all
ages, so anyone interested
in playing should make
their way to the pavil-
ion at Central Park next
Thursday.

“I think it’s going to be
great to bring bingo back.
I know a lot of older indi-
viduals find a lot of joy in
it, but I know a lot of kids
are also really enjoying
it,” Kremer said.

Live music galore at 50th celebration

<« CELEBRATION from 15

Quast also loves con-
necting with the crowd
when he performs.

“(One of my favorite
things) is to see the crowd
because we are playing a
lot of older songs. Gener-
ally, our following is of
that (70s) era...I'm sure
it’s bringing back a lot of
memories for them when
those songs were new
and they were younger,
so that’s definitely a very
fun part of it.”

Generation Gap will be
performing on July 3 from
5:30 to 8 p.m. at the beer
garden in Central Park.

Tri Eight

The Tri Eight band will
headline the street dance
at the Blooming Prairie
Servicemen’s Club on July
3 from 8:30 p.m. to 12:30
a.m. More information
about the street dance can
be found on page 14.

Jake Schrodt

Singer-songwriter
Jake Schrodt will be
performing rock, country,
and Americana on July 4
from 6-9 p.m. at the beer
garden in Central Park.
Schrodt performs both
covers and originals. He
describes his original
music as “alternative rock
meets outlaw country.”

Schrodt began his
music journey in fifth-
grade band playing the
saxophone, which he
“wasn’t very good at.”
Around that same time,
he started taking guitar
lessons since he “was
really interested in gui-
tar.” Schrodt switched to
the drums his freshman

PHOTO FROM FACEBOOK

Carter Quast, left, and his grandpa, Rod Scheitel, make up Generation Gap, which will
perform on July 3 from 5:30 to 8 p.m. at the beer garden in Central Park.

PHOTO FROM FACEBOOK

Singer-songwriter Jake Schrodt will perform on July 4

from 6-9 p.m. at the beer garden in Central Park. Schrodt

plays rock, country, and Americana.

year of high school.
When he was 16,
Schrodt started the
process of becoming a
singer-songwriter.

“About when I was 16,
I started writing some
songs and kind of figur-
ing out I can sing a little
bit here you know,” he

said. “I started playing
open mics when I was 16.
It was kind of funny, I'd go
to these bars, and they’d
have to get me in there
pretty early because as
16-year-old, I had to be out
of there by nine.”

“I kept playing guitar,
singing, writing songs. I
went to college and start-
ed my first band my fresh-
man year of college. I've
been playing music ever
since,” Schrodt added.

Schrodt has enjoyed
many parts of performing,
but one thing sticks out.

“T’d say the best thing
about it all is being the
life of the party, being
the life of the evening,”
Schrodt said. “Ilike
having a good time
myself, so it’s always nice
to see people enjoying
the evening based off the
(music) I can provide to
them.”
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THE MAGIC OF THE FOURTH

Rotary to sponsor Patriot Skies

BY RICK BUSSLER
PUBLISHER

xploding colors
and infinite won-
der will light up

Owatonna’s skies on the
Fourth of July.

The Early Edition
Rotary Club is once again
sponsoring the city’s annu-
al Patriot Skies fireworks
show originating from

the Steele County Fair-
grounds. The show will get
underway at 10 p.m. July 4.
Rotary member John
Havelka said this year’s
show will cost $25,000 and
will be slightly smaller in
total cost than last year
($27,500), but the fireworks
company has promised
to add more fireworks. “It
should be a similar show
to last year,” he said.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Brick-Meger Funeral Home has hosted a party in its parking
lot for the past 25 years on the Fourth of July. This year will
be no exception as the party begins at 7 p.m. on July 4.

display in Owatonna

Club members will be
selling flags outside area
stores and at the fair-
grounds on the Fourth
to generate additional
funds for the big show.
Havelka said they have
sold anywhere from 500 to
1,000 flags on the Fourth
depending on how hard
the groups involved push.
A church group from St.
Paul’s Lutheran Church in
Meriden will be selling the
flags this year.

Contributions also can
be made directly to the
Patriot Skies Fund at the
Owatonna Area Chamber
of Commerce & Tourism.

Other ways the Rotary
raises funds are hosting
two purse bingos in spring
and fall, corporate dona-
tions and doing “round-
ups” at the cash register
with various businesses,
including Ace Hardware,
Cashwise Foods, Fareway
and Hy-Vee.

The Rotary is offering a
special VIP viewing area
for those who contribute
$500 or more to the fire-
works fund. The area will
be located at Bridges Chi-
ropractic Health Clinic.

Looking to the future,
Havelka said the group
is planning ahead to 2026
when America will cele-
brate its 250" birthday. He

would love to see a “bigger
than ever” show for that
year and encourages
people to start making
contributions for it.

Fireworks has been
a tradition in Owatonna
for many years. Havelka
said the Early Edition and
Noon Rotary clubs took
over the fireworks in early
2000 for a few years before
the Noon Rotary took over
by itself. Prior to the Rota-
ry becoming involved, the
Owatonna Jaycees spon-
sored the fireworks until
the group disbanded.

The rain date for this
year’s fireworks is July
5. Havelka pointed out
the event has never been
cancelled.

Brick-Meger party

Prior to the show, Brick-
Meger Funeral Home,
which is located across
from the fairgrounds on
Austin Road, will host its
annual party in the park-
ing lot. The fun begins at
7 p.m. and goes until the
fireworks finale.

The Megers offer prime
viewing of fireworks from
their parking lot. People
are encouraged to bring
their own lawn chairs.

This will be the 25
year that the Megers have
hosted a Fourth of July
party, which owner Glen

Meger said began inno-
cently enough with folks
using their parking lot to
watch fireworks. In the
second year, the Megers
added watermelon and

have done other variations

of food and entertainment
throughout the years.

“It’s nice for the
community to see us not
just doing funerals,” said
Meger. “We like people to
see us in a more non-emo-
tional environment and
see us outside of being
morticians.”

During this year’s
party, the Megers will be
streaming patriotic music
as well as offering compli-
mentary ice cream from
the Chocolate Shoppe as
featured at Old Town Ba-
gels in Owatonna. Brick-
Meger will also have free
watermelon available.

LI ¢

e ¢
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Glen Meger

“It doesn’t get any more
American than that,”
Meger said of the water-
melon and ice cream. “We
want to host the commu-
nity.”

Visitors will also have
a chance to spin the prize
wheel for some great
prizes for both youth and
adults.
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HARDWARE

323 E. Main St. » Blooming Prairie
507-583-4469
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Happy
4 TH OF JULY

Blooming Prairie

Celebrate your Independence
Preplanning
Freedom to Make Decisions

507-583-7561

www.worlein.com

Worlein Blooming

Prairie Funeral Home
418 Hwy Ave S ¢ Blooming Prairie

BP 4th button: ‘Most iconic thing’

Recognize
Teen Mental
Health

l & Academic decline
® Expressions of hopelessngss
-/ Substance use

Addressing mental health issues in ddolescence can
prevent themifrom escalating into'mere severe |
problems later in'life. Early intervention can lead to &

i better outcomes and improved quality.ofilifefor teens

Visit the United Way Booihy IF€sources!!

= COUNTY COALITION

} HEALTHY YOUTH -

< BP 4™ from 11
leads to discounts and
deals during the holiday
celebration.
This year, though,
is the 50t celebration
of Blooming Prairie’s
Old-Fashioned Fourth of
July, an event that often
quadruples the town’s pop-
ulation, at least for a day.
Noah Olson’s winning
design will be seen every-
where, after his drawing
was voted the top entry.
The son of Mathew and
Kerie Olson, Noah said
a classroom visit from
BP Chamber Executive
Director Karen Peterson
—talking about what the
50t celebration means —
helped him come up with
the drawing.

His design includes the
Awesome Blossom mascot
holding an American
flag as fireworks burst
around it, under the
words “Thank you for ...
50 years.”

In the background
is the red-topped water
tower that has stood in
Central Park for more
than 100 years but will
be replaced with a new,
larger tower this sum-
mer.

Noah said he wanted to
represent the school, and
the water tower “is the
most iconic thing about
Blooming Prairie.”

The Olsons, who live
in the country, come to
town for the parade and
fireworks, he said. His fa-

vorite food for the holiday
is cotton candy, and his
favorite fireworks color

is blue.

That fit in well with
Peterson’s order of “a lot
of red, white and blue
fireworks for this year”
to mark the 50" anniver-
sary.

Noah received $20
in BP Chamber Bucks,

a commemorative 50
Old-Fashioned Fourth
of July T-shirt — and will
be given the first button
when the order arrives
from the printer.

The T-shirts are avail-
able for sale in the Cham-
ber office for $20 each; the
buttons are expected to
be available at the end of
May and are $5 each.
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; Gutters

e Gutter Cleaning
e Screens

 Repairs

‘;

Curt Spatenka Landon Spatenka
507-456-1361  507-475-1360

Serving Southern Minnesota for Over 25 Years!

lLet’s Make
Travel Memories

WITH LUXURY MOTORCOACH TOURS
FROM JAG TOURS

Start planning for your next vacation
South Dakota Aug 29 - Sept 1
September 24-28
November 13-17

November 20-24

Norsk Hostfest

Branson Christmas
Branson Christmas
Branson Christmas December 3-7
Omaha Christmas December 4-8

Tennessee Christmas Dec 11-17

International

March 6-16,
2025

NEW

IN 2025

Tour to India

The safety of our customers and

employees will be our top priority.
If we have to cancel a tour based

on guidance from health officials,
you will receive a 100% refund.

JAG Tours’

NO-WORRY
Commitment

Sit back, relax, and
enjoy the view with Jag Tours!

Contact us to learn more!

507-529-8687

jagtours.com 1-866-277-8687
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4th of July buttons - $§5

<E§ES1;\9\*()\J[)‘:i:\ESI-fIE?I\&Ei[;
Youth/Adult Shirts - $20 TH *ﬁ

Sales support 4th of
July Celebration

Event Schedule

Wednesday, July 3rd
Schiffelly Puppets

Blooming Prairie High School Tours
Antique Tractors

Beer Garden ($1 off w/ 4ath of July button) *
BPHS 45th Class Reunion

Car & Bike Show (Sign up at 3pm)
Concessions

Dunk Tank (3 Balls for $5)

Support United Way of Steele County

Kid's Pedal Tractor Pull

Local Nonprofits
BP Youth Club, Blossomring Com. ity Fi dation,
United Way of Steele County. efc.

Merchandise (4th of July T-Shirts, Buttons)
Red, White & Bounce (Inflatables) *

Red, White & Build (FURewver Friends)
Red, White & Game On (Video Game Trailer) *
Saline Fiddlers Philharmonic

Live Entertainment: Generation Gap
Street Dance: Tri-8 ($5 Cover, must be 21+)
Thursday, July 4th

BP Lion’s Club Breakfast

Red, White & Boom 5K

Fire Department Open House

Pony Rides

Antique Tractors

Leo Augusta’s Children's Academy Bingo
Kid's Races

First Lutheran Church Music
Fine Arts Fair & Vendor Market
Local Nonprofits

BP Youth Club, Blc g C

United Way of Steele County, etc.
Beer Garden ($1 off w/ 4ath of July button) *
Concessions

Merchandise (4th of July T-Shirts, Buttons)
4th of July Kids' Painting Extravaganza
Red, White & Bounce (Inflatables) *

Red, White & Build (FURever Friends)

Red, White & Game On (Video game trailer) *
Dunk Tank (3 Balls for $5)

Support the Blossoming Commmunity Foundation
4ath of July Parade

Dunk Tank (3 Balls for $5)
Support United Way of Steele County

Live Entertainment: Jake Schrodt
Fireworks (Rain make-up date: 7/5)
Saturday, July 6th
Tractor Pull - Jonny Kraling 507-475-3088

ity Foundation,

City Center, Council Chambers
BP High School (Main Entrance)
Victory Field

City Park

City Park Beer Garden

Main Street

City Park

City Park

City Park
Various Locations City Park

City Park Beer Garden

West Side of City Park

1st Ave NW - City Park

1st Ave NW - City Park

City Park Large Gazebo

City Park Beer Garden

BP Servicemen’s Club West Lot

Prairie Manor

1st Ave NW - City Park

Fire Hall

Southeast Corner of City Park
Victory Field

City Park Picnic Pavilion
Victory Field

City Park Large Gazebo

City Park

Various Locations City Park

City Park
City Park
City Park Beer Garden
City Park
West Side of City Park
1st Ave NW - City Park
West Side of City Park
City Park

City Park

City Park Beer Garden
Victory Field

West of Victory Field

1:00pm
2pm, 3pm, & 4pm
4:00pm-8:00pm
4:00pmM-9:00pm
5:00pm
4:00pmM-7:00pm
4:00pm-9:00pm
4:30pmM-7:30pm

Sign up @ 4:30pm
4:00pm-9:00pm

4:00pM-9:00pmM
4:30pmM-8:30pm
4:30pmM-8:30pm
4:30pm-8:30pm
4:00pm-5:15pm
5:30pm-8:00pm
8:30pm-12:30am

8:00am-11:30am
9:00am
9:00am-11:00am
9:00am-1:00pm
9:00am-4:00pm
10:00am-2:00pm
10:00am-11:00am
10:00am-11:30am
10:00am-5:00pm
10:00am-9:00pm

10:00am-9:00pm
10:00am-9:00pm
10:00am-9:00pm
10am, 1Ipm & 3pm
10am-2pm; 4:30pm-8:30pm
10am-2pm; 4:30pm-8:30pm
10am-2pm; 4:30pm-8:30pm
12:00pm-2:00pm

2:30pm-4:00pm
4:30pmM-7:30pm

6:00pmM-9:00pm
10:00pm

9:00am

* Equals $1 off with 4th of July button

Ao
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