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An 8-foot Boa constrictor wraps itself around Barry Benjamin of Owatonna just after it finished eating a 5-pound rabbit at Benjamin's new pet store last Wednesday
morning. Benjamin, who has been breeding animals since he 5 years old, recently opened Happy Tails Pet Store in the Medford Outlet Center. See page B1 for a story on

Benjamin's new venture.

RIESS PLEADS GUILTY

Lois Riess

Judge hands down life without parole

BY RICK BUSSLER
PUBLISHER

In an extraordinary court
hearing that took place in the
auditorium of a high school,
accused Killer Lois Riess admitted
her guilt Aug. 11, bringing an end
to the nearly 2% year saga that be-
gan outside of Blooming Prairie.

Riess appeared in person
with an orange jump suit and
handcuffed in the front for the
hearing at Kasson-Mantorville
High School, a move that came
about because of Dodge County’s
small courtroom and concerns
over COVID-19.

SEE RIESS PLEADS, A%

“What | did was an unpardonable crime. Solitude is
forever. | feel | deserve this. | will have no reprieve."

Lois Riess
Convicted Murderer

STAFF PHOTO BY RICK BUSSLER

With her head buried in her lap, Lois Riess leaves

in a sheriff's transport vehicle Aug. 11 from Kasson-
Mantorville High School where she pleaded guilty to
killing her husband, David, in March 2018 outside of
Blooming Prairie. The sheriff's office transported her to
the Minnesota Correctional Facility in Shakopee where
she will spend the rest of her life. The judge ordered
her to life in prison without the chance of parole.

Uniqueness in a COVID election
County's primary turnout at 13970

BY RICK BUSSLER
PUBLISHER

It certainly will go down as
one for the history books.

Election judges navigat-
ed through their first ever
COVID-19 primary election
on Aug. 11. With face mask in
place, Sue Rypka monitored
the polling activities at Clinton
Falls. And she came up with
arather unique way to keep
herself and voters safe while
coming out to the polls.

Rypka purchased an inexpen-
sive clear plastic shower curtain
to provide protection between
the judges and voters. In addi-
tion to the curtain, the precinct
also had a smaller clear Plexi-
glass where voters signed in.

“People were laughing at me,”
Rypka related about her shower
curtain invention. “It wasn’ta
real big investment- $1 a piece,”
she said, noting she actually got
the idea from watching TV.

But when it comes to safe-

KBUSSLER

With protective masks in place, Alexis Weinzetl, left, and Sue Rypka
go over voter records at the Clinton Falls precinct on Primary Election
Day Aug. 1. Like all precincts, Clinton Falls installed Plexiglass for
when voters came in to sign in. Clinton Falls also added an extra twist
of hanging a clear plastic shower curtain for extra protection. Voter
turnout around the county was 13.47% for the primary.

ty duringa it'sno
laughing matter. “I'm glad we
got the equipment to help pro-
tect us from the public,” said
Rypka.

SEE UNIQUENESS IN A COVID, A8

Fair Fest shrinks
down, scales back
to drive-in event

BY RICK BUSSLER After announcing
PUBLISHER plans a few weeks ago
to host a Fair Fest with
More than a few 20 food vendors and
times last week Steele placing them strate-
County Fair manager gically around the
Scott Kozelka muttered fairgrounds to satis-
under his breath that fy social distancing
putting on a fair is requirements due to
easier than dealing with ~ COVID-19, fair officials
a condensed event to ran into a major snag
satisfy people wanting to
get their fix of fair food. SEE FAIR FEST, AS

Corkys Classic strikes
out against COVID

BY RICK BUSSLER
PUBLISHER

The early bird is
usually known to get the
worm. But in the case of
Corky’s Early Bird Soft-
ball Classic, well, they're
out of luck this year.

Last week organizers
of the popular national

SEE CORKY'S CLASSIC, AS
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It certainly will go down as
one for the history books.

Election judges navigat-
ed through their first ever
COVID-19 primary election
on Aug. 11. With face mask in
place, Sue Rypka monitored
the polling activities at Clinton
Falls. And she came up with
arather unique way to keep
herself and voters safe while
coming out to the polls.

Rypka purchased an inexpen-
sive clear plastic shower curtain
to provide protection between
the judges and voters. In addi-
tion to the curtain, the precinct
also had a smaller clear Plexi-
glass where voters signed in.

“People were laughing at me,”
Rypka related about her shower
curtain invention. “It wasn’ta
real big investment- $1 a piece,”
she said, noting she actually got
the idea from watching TV.

But when it comes to safe-
ty during a pandemic, it’s no
laughing matter. “I'm glad we
got the equipment to help pro-
tect us from the public,” said
Rypka.
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Opinion

OUR VIEW

No winners in the
Riess murder case

Nearly 2% years after the unthinkable shook the Blooming Prairie com-
munity, Dodge County and surrounding area, killer Lois Riess surprised
everyone last week with a guilty plea, and the judge immediately sentenced
her to life in prison without parole.

Murder is something that seems to seldom happen in this predominantly
agricultural area. The last time a killing happened in or around Blooming
Prairie was in 1989 when Harvey Cole shot and killed his wife, Margaret,

near the downtown area.

‘And when it does happen, it shakes everyone to the core. Many people are
left wondering how someone they knew and perhaps trusted could commit
such a heinous act. In a dramatic sequence of events, a grandmother shot her
husband to death in their rural home before she took off, generating an intense
nationwide manhunt for her arrest. The drama associated with the Riess case
played out on local, state and eventually national media outlets. People became
riveted by the sparse details that were released throughout the investigation.

Residents were painfully made aware in 2018 that the rural prairie
covered with tall grass and bountiful cropland is not immune to the ills of
society and brings with it hardships for families and others-sometimes ones

‘with tragic results.

The Riess case had the makings of gambling addiction, domestic violence,
financial woes and certainly unstable mental health. They were all key in-
gredients that led to a perfect storm of murder in which a family lost a father
and grandfather and in many ways a mother and grandmother.

Dodge County Sheriff Scott Rose perhaps summed it up best last week
when he said while justice was served in this case, there are no winners. Be-
sides a family losing two people they cared deeply about at least at one time,
the community of Blooming Prairie and Dodge County also lost a valued
business and friends of many.

We want to commend the Dodge County Sheriff’s Office for its professional in-
vestigation that ultimately led to a conviction and Riess spending the rest of her
life behind bars. Investigator Ben Bohle took the lead on the case from the night
officers found David shot to death outside of Blooming Prairie. With help from
the Minnesota BCA and other local investigators, Bohle did an outstanding job
in putting together an airtight case against Riess. It may have taken more time
than everyone would have liked, but in the end Riess got what she deserved.

It should be a comforting feeling that our area is blessed with strong and
competent police officers and detectives striving to uncover the truth to
benefit the safety of everyone else.
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YOUR VIEW

Golden Haired Beauty

On my early morning walk today,
on the path beside Maple Creek,

I greeted many other walkers,
and watched the kids at play.

As I approached a curve in the path ahead,
a Golden Haired lady came into view,
her beautiful eyes locked onto me,
Isaw this gal as a thoroughbred.

Each step she took showed grace and ease,

She walked with a relaxed carefree stride,

She strode quickly up to me and snuggled,
T'd say she was something of a tease.

Irubbed her shoulders neck and ears,
as she snuggled and cuddled close to me,
memories returned of a golden past,
then I was almost brought to tears.

Ismiled and told her, “You really are a gem,”
It was then I learned her name was Kate,
Isaid, “It is such a pleasure to meet you,
perhaps we will meet right here again.”

Before continuing our walk down the Buxton Trail,
we said goodbye then went our separate ways,
Iturned around for a quick look back,
and saw the Golden Lady wagging her golden tail.

This meeting brought back memories,
of my golden “Grand dog,” Elsa, owned by my son,
where I saw that there is no better stress reliever,
than a loving, loyal, beautiful Golden retriever.

Bud Peka
Owatonna
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Battling the fair withdrawals

Iam dreading this
week.

1t’s the week where
Steele Countians will
go without their prize
possession, the Steele
County Free Fair.
While I am not native
to this area, I quickly
adopted the Steele
County Fair as my fair
11 years ago when I took
over ownership of this
newspaper. It was love
at first sight, and it has
turned into a love fest
for me ever since.

To make matters
worse, my home fair, the
McLeod County Fair
in Hutchinson, should
also be operating this
week. Itisn't. Like all
fairs across the state,
COVID-19 has shut them
down this year.

Over the years I
have become a fair
junkie. I love fairs,
but not always for the
reasons most people
do. Most people come to
the fair to get their fix
of fair foods. Oh don’t
get me wrong I love
mini donuts, smooth-
ies, gyros, malts, shave
ice, Godfather’s pizza,
taffy, pork chops and
the list goes on.

But to me the fair
is so much more than
food. Going back to
my childhood, I was
involved in 4-H and
showed animals and
other projects through-
out my 4-H days at the
fair. I still remember
cuddling with my fa-
vorite pig with tears in
my eyes when it came
to shipping it off to the
market at the end of
the fair.

And I also remember
baking some cookies
for the fair. I was so
proud of those cookies
that when it came time
to have them judged, I
got alittle too excited,
pulled them out of the
container in between
my lap as [ was sitting

Hot Pursuit
RICK BUSSLER

with the car door open.
Yes, you can guess
‘what happened. The
cookies went tumbling
to the ground. Tears
streamed from my face
in horror. I think I'm
still traumatized by
that event today!

Back to the animal
barn. I'll never forget
a different pig that
had a mind of its own
and became ornery to
put it mildly on show
day. The pig would not
cooperate with me and
barged his way under
the wooden bleachers,
which sent people
scrambling for cover. I
‘was pretty young and
in distress with not
knowing how to handle
an out of control pig.
Once again, the tears
came flowing, but
thankfully I had my
parents there to com-
fort me and help regain
my composure.

Inmy later years,
the fair has become
all about people. Since
2010, T have met some
awesome fair people in
Steele County. The fair
board and fair staff are
some of the best people
Iknow. They are so
committed to making
Steele County the best
fair in Minnesota. T
hope area residents
realize how fortunate
they are to have such a
team putting together a
first-rate fair.

I enjoy connect-
ing with friends and
acquaintances. During
the Steele fair, I love

having our booth for
the newspaper where

1 get a chance to meet
many of our readers in
person. It’s one thing to
connect with readers
through the printed
word in the newspaper,
but it’s another to see
them face-to-face. I

will miss all of you this
year, but don’t despair
we still have a fair
subscription special for
you to enjoy. Check it
out in the fair section.

I also love covering
the fair from young
people to the golden
oldies. It's fun to see
young 4-Hers compet-
ing with their projects.
It brings me back to
my childhood years.
By the way, the 4-H
program is the greatest
youth program out
there so I applaud all
those young people for
their efforts. And then
there’s the opposite end
of life. A few years ago
I featured a 94-year-
old lady who proudly
shared her story of
winning grand cham-
pion with her baking.

I enjoy bringing our
readers great hu-
man-interest stories.
It’s the very essence
of acommunity news-
paper.
AsTshareall these
memories of fairs gone
by, it makes me sad as
the realization sets in
there is no fair this year
to create new memo-
ries. No grand cham-
pions, no flag raising
ceremony, no dairy
malts, no 4-Hers excited
about their projects, no
entertainment and no
livestock shows to take
in. It just won’t be the
same. But then again
what has been this year.

IfIlook like dread
has taken over my life,
at least you know it’s me
going in hot pursuit of
battling the fair with-
drawals.

Words can be difficult at times

‘Words are my game.
During my 50-year plus
Jjournalism career, T
have used a lot of differ-
ent words to tell a story.

There are also many
words that [ don’t use
because I've never
heard of them until T
hear them used by a
reporter on television,
or by a writer in print.

Since the corona-
virus, COVID-19, has
been in the news, we
are seeing words,
some of them medical
terms being used with
frequency.

Thave been amazed
by the use of one word
by our American
Jjournalists and by our
governmental leaders.

Minnesota Gov.

Tim Walz has fallen
inlove with the word
“exacerbate.” If you
watch one of his news
conferences, you might
hear him use this word
three or four times.

What does the word
mean? As a transitive
verb, it means “to make
more violent, bitter,
or severe.” Search the
Thesaurus and you will
find these synonyms:
aggravate, complicate
and worsen.

Antonyms of the
word exacerbate in-

Y
Reflections
HOWARD LESTRUD

clude: allay, alleviate,
assuage, ease, help,

and ‘to make harsh or
harsher”

“Exacerbate is now
the more common
choice of these two
words when one seeks
to indicate that some-
thing is becoming
increasingly bitter,
violent, or unpleas-
ant. It comes in part
from the Latin word
acer, meaning ‘sharp,’
whereas exasperate is
from asper, the Latin

mitigate and relieve. word for ‘rough.’

To make matters Let’s use exacerbate
more i ina : “The
Ichecked a Merri- lack of potable water
am-Webster websiteand  additionally increases
found out that there is the risk that intestinal
another word that is problems like cholera,
confused with theuseof = among other health
exacerbate. conditions common

Merriam-Webster in rural Indigenous
tells us the following: populations, will ex-

“Exacerbate is acerbate the effects of
frequently confused COVID-19.
with exasperate, and This word is one of
with good reason. Not 300 most difficult words
only do these words selected by Vocabu-
resemble one another larh.com.
in spelling and pronun- Look through this
ciation, they also at one list and find words used
time held exceedingly often, or pick up new
similar meanings. words with meanings

“Exasperate is that will help make you
today most abetter i
used as a synonym of Don’t let the difficult
annoy, but for several words exacerbate your
hundred years it also feelings toward learn-
had the meanings ‘to ing new words.

'make more grievous’ The end!
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State awards Steele $4.4M in COVID relief

BY CHRIS BALDWIN
STAFF WRITER

During last week’s
regular county board
meeting, Steele County
Commissioners opted
to approve allocation of
COVID-19 relief funds.

The federal Corona-
virus Aid, Relief, and
Economic Security
(CARES) Act established
the Coronavirus Relief
Fund, which appro-
priated $150 billion in
funding to states and lo-
cal governments. Steele

County’s portion of the Board Chair Jim Abbe
fund was $4,479,147 as said while introducing
determined by the state. the item. “There’s also
Atlast Tuesday’s business relief in the
session, the board ap- amount of $671,872.05,
proved initial Coronavi-  which represents 15%.”
rus Relief Fund alloca- The remaining funds
tion and authorized the will be split up and allo-
county inistratorto  cated t¢ re-
review individual coun-  liefand a reserve each
ty purchases to ensure totaling $447,914.70.
the fund is utilized to “We're going to hold a
its full extent withinthe  reserve amount back
short timeline. for the late-comers or if
“The county amount something else comes
is $2,911,445.50, that’s up,” Abbe explained.
65% of the CRF dollars “Time is of the
allocated to the county,”  essence and we need to

get this moving and get that goes to the cities in that up too,” Krueger
those dollars out and the county plus the town-  said expressing hazard
into the hands of the ships which they haveto  of the loosened travel
public and businesses apply for,” Commissioner  restrictions.
and back into the coun- Greg Krueger explained. As the pandemic
ty so we can offset some The board also continues to spread local
of our losses here,” updated the county’s governments such as
Abbe said of the need COVID-19 Pandemic Steele County have had
to make sure that each Response Policy as well  to adapt and roll with
dollar is getting where as the reopening plans the punches while also
it needs to go before the currently in place. looking to return to the
spending deadline. “I want to stress that status quo. The county is
These funds are we're trying to cut back currently in phase two
separate from those more and eliminate out of its reopening plan,
which will be going to of town meetings and authorizing unrestrict-
individual cities within conferences and thatby  ed access of facilities to
the county. “This does opening up county trav-  the public with safety
not include the monies el that it doesn’t open measures in place.

Relief funding comes to BP

OVID-19

BY HOWARD LESTRUD
STAFF WRITER

The City of Bloom-
ing Prairie will receive
$150,078 in Coronavirus
Relief Funding and those
monies will be allocated
in a variety of ways.

The funding comes
from the federal
government, which
funneled the money
through state channels
to cities and townships.

‘The dollar amount is
based on city population.

Council approved
funding allocation
toward small business
grants that will be facil-
itated through the EDA
(Economic Development
Authority), facility
upgrades, additional ex-
penses due to COVID-19
and to payroll expenses
for the Blooming Prairie
Police Department.

To qualify for the
funding, expenses must
satisfy three distinct
components.

First, expenditures
must be incurred due to
the public health emer-
gency with respect to
COVID-19. An expendi-
ture is reasonably neces-
sary for its intended use
in the reasonable judg-
ment of the government
officials responsible for
spending Coronavirus
Relief Fund payments.

Expenditures must
be used or actions taken
to respond to the public
health emergency,
including expenditures
incurred to respond di-
rectly to the emergency
as well as expenditures
incurred to respond to
second order effects,
such as by providing
economic support to
those suffering from
employment or busi-
ness interruptions due
to COVID-19 related
business closures.

Second, costs must
not be accounted for in
the city’s budget most
recently approved as of
March 27.

Third, the perfor-
mance or delivery
must occur during the
covered period, but
payment of funds need
not be made during that
time (though it is gener-
ally expected that this

will take place within
90 days of a cost being
incurred).

For cities, the cov-
ered period is March 1,
2020 to Nov. 15, 2020.

Andrew Langholz,
city administrator,
recommended funding
be allocated to several
different areas. Specific
dollar amounts are still
being determined as
the city is still receiving
quotes for upgrades and
other expenses associat-
ed with COVID-19.

Small Business
Grants

Langholz proposed
that the council imple-
ment a small business
assistance program
that will be grant based
to aid local businesses
that were impacted by
COVID-19.

He said there is also
a possibility that Steele
County may provide
assistance based on
need. This is yet to
be determined by the
county board.

The program will be
facilitated by the Bloom-
ing Prairie EDA. The city
will reach out to local
businesses to encourage
them to complete an
application for reim-
bursement for COVID-19
related expenses.

This program is still
being developed. Lang-
holz is working with
Steele County and the
cities within its borders
to have a semi-unified
approach. A prelimi-
nary estimate is that
the city allocate $40,000
to this program.

Facility upgrades

Facility upgrades are
another eligible use for
this funding. The city
has been fielding quotes
for improvements to
City Hall to reduce
potential transmission
sources for communi-
cable diseases and to in-
crease transparency of
governmental meetings.

Projects being con-
sidered include upgrad-
ing public rest rooms
to make toilets, sinks

oronaw

and touch less soap
dispensers.

The project also in-
cludes HVAC upgrades
to improve indoor air
quality for city hall and
the addition of audio/
visual equipment for
the council chamber to
better stream meetings.

None of these
expenses have been
accounted for in the
2020 budget but they do
meet qualifications to
be deemed an expense
related to COVID-19
and are reimbursable.

Additional expenses

Other tangible
expenses related to
COVID-19 include

to allow employees to
work remotely; I'T sup-
port; personal protec-
tive equipment; clean-
ing supplies; signage
and plexiglass shields.
The city has current-
ly spent approximately
$8,000. This number will
increase between now
and the Nov. 15 deadline.
Police payroll
The Coronavirus Re-
lief Funding allows for
payroll expenses for ad-
ministration and public
safety officials be used
from this funding at it
relates to COVID-19.
The dollar amount for
these expenses far ex-
ceeds the total amount
the city has received.
Langholz says remain-
ing funding could be
directed to governing
a portion of the police
payroll expense.
Langholz informed
Council that if Corona-
virus Relief Funding is
used inappropriately, the
city would be required
toreimburse the state
for that amount. He said
this scenario is unlikely
with the plan developed.
The city administra-
tor has attended mul-
tiple training sessions
regarding the Coronavi-
rus Relief Funding and
Blooming Prairie seems
to be following what the
majority of other cities
are doing.

COVID continues to trend
upwards in Steele

BY RICK BUSSLER
PUBLISHER

While Steele Coun-
ty is not experiencing
any big spikes with the
COVID-19 virus, the
numbers continue to
trend upwards by about
20 cases every week.

In her latest report
Monday afternoon,
Public Health Director
Amy Caron revealed
Steele County is at 369

confirmed cases, up by 18
from last week. Of those
cases, 296 have recov-
ered. The good news is
that no one is currently
hospitalized. There have
been two deaths in the
county since the pandem-
ic broke out in March.

In Dodge County,
there are 140 confirmed
cases, up by 11 over the
past week. Of the corona
cases, 119 are out of
isolation and recovered.

Dodge has not experi-
enced any deaths and no
one is currently hospital-
ized, according to Caron.

The cases, Caron said,
appear to be fairly scat-
tered in both counties.
“We know it’s widely
(caused by) community
spread,” she said, re-
newing the importance
for people to wear their
masks in public.

SEECOVID, A8

Mayo reopens Same Day
Clinic in Owatonna

Mayo Clinic Health  ing this service to its Health System - Owa-
System is adding a patients. tonna, 2200 NW 26th
Same Day Clinic to its Patients who would St NW. Hours for the
services in Faribault like to visit Owatonna Owatonna Same Day
and will reopen its or Faribault Same Day  Clinic will be Monday
Same Day Clinic in Clinic must first make  through Friday: 8 a.m.
Owatonna Wednes- an appointment online  to 8 p.m.; Saturday
day, Aug. 19. at https://www.mayoc-  and Sunday: 8 a.m. to

Patients are to call linichealthsystem.org/  5p.m.
ahead to schedule an or by calling: The Faribault Same
appointment at all Same - Owatonna: Day Clinic is located
Day Clinics; no walk-in 507-451-1120 or 800- at Mayo Clinic Health
appointments will be 628-2538 (toll-free) System - Faribault, 300
permitted. Mayo Clinic - Faribault: State Ave, Faribault,
Health System’s Same 507-333-3300 MN 55021. Hours for
Day Clinics offer ap- Patients will be Faribault Same Day
pointments to patients screened for COVID-19  Clinic will be: Mon-
ages three and older symptoms when day through Friday:
‘who need care for minor  making their appoint- 8a.m.to5p.m. All
health concerns at short  ment and those with other services at Mayo
notice. Same Day Clinic ~ COVID-19 symptoms Clinic Health System —
patients will be seen by will be directed to a Faribault will remain

a physician, certified COVID-19 testing site the same.
nurse practmuner or or other designated Same Day Clinic
assistant to care facilities on its provides treatment for
receive treatment for Mayo Clinic Health many minor health
their ailments. System campuses. concerns including

The Owatonna Same All Same Day Clinic  sprains, strains and
Day Clinic was tempo- patients and visitors simple fractures,
rarily closed while the are required to wear scrapes and cuts, mi-
clinic adapted to the amask during their nor burns, skin condi-
new COVID-19 envi- visit. Patients can tions including rashes,
ronment. Now, Mayo read about all safety poison ivy and insect
Clinic Health Systemis  precautions to expect bites, urinary tract
ready to open its Same during their visit at infections and minor
Day Clinic again with the Mayo Clinic Health  allergic reactions.
new safety measures System COVID-19 In the event of
in place to protect all online resource site. an emergency or a
patients and visitors. Locations and life-threatening injury
Due to the popularity Hours or condition, immedi-
of the Same Day Clinic The Owatonna ately call 911 or visit
in Owatonna, Faribault ~ Same Day Clinic is the closest Emergency
will also begin offer- located at Mayo Clinic Room.

There are many heroes in our midst...
but only YOU can help us identify them!

REN &

Let us know about your personal story of how a hero in our communities
has touched your life during the coronavirus pandemic.

Share your hero and you could win a prize!

+1n 200 or less words, send us details highlighting your hero and
how they helped you survive COVID-19.

« Two easy ways to submit:
Email: bptimes@frontiernet.net
Mail: Steele County Times
o P.0. Box 247
o Blooming Prairie, MN 55917
Please include: Name, Phone Number and Address and/or Email
« Submissions will be published in a special Hero section later this summer.
« PRIZES will be awarded to the best submissions as selected by our judges.
o Gift Cards to area stores and restaurants
o Subscriptions to the Times

« HURRY! Send your submissions by Friday, August 28

What's your COVID-19 HERO story?

We're waiting to hear from you today!

s Times

COVID-19 UPDATE

World...........21,700,000  US................5420,000 MN... ..65,198  Steele............369
Deaths .........776,000 Deaths ..........170,000 Deaths...........1,752 Deaths...........2
Recovered....13,700,000  Recovered.....2,310,000 Recovered.....28,205 R d.....266
AS OF AUG. 17, 2020
[ (] [ J [ ] [ ] [ J
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BLOTTER

SPOTLIGHT

BLOTTER SPOTLIGHT: At12:18 p.
occurred in the 1600 block of Cedar Ave. S.

, a hit and run accident resulting in property damage

RIESS PLEADS: guzlty FROMAL

During the short
hearing, which was
tear-filled at times from
both Riess and some of
her family members,
Riess pleaded guilty to
first-degree pre-meditat-
ed murder in the death
of her husband, David
Riess, in March 2018.

After Riess waived
her right to a pre-sen-
tence investigation,
Judge Jodi Williamson
immediately sentenced
her to life in prison
without the chance of
parole. She was remand-
ed into the custody of
Dodge County sheriff’s
deputies to be taken to
the Shakopee women’s
prison where she will
spend the rest of her life.

After an agreement
between the governors
of Minnesota and Flori-
da, it was decided Riess
would spend her prison
sentence in Minnesota,
and not Florida where
she killed another
person shortly after her
husband in 2018.

Riess had been in
Florida custody in con-

nection with the mur-
der of Pamela Hutchin-
son prior to returning
to Minnesota on July

3. She had been locked
up in the Steele County
Detention Center in
Owatonna before being
taken to Shakopee after
last week’s hearing.

In court Tuesday,
Riess said her husband
handed her a loaded fire-
arm on March 11, 2018.
They had been fighting,
and Lois said David told
her to go and kill herself
and to “get it right this
time.” Lois said she had
tried to commit suicide
in the past, but this time
she turned the gun and
fired at his heart.

Lois said once she re-
alized David was dead,
she laid down alongside
him, closed his eyes
and covered himina
blanket.

Several family mem-
bers, including Lois’
children, gave victim
impact statements at
the hearing.

“I will never forgive
you that you took a part

of our life that we will
never forget,” David’s
mother said through
aprepared statement
read by an Olmsted
County social worker.
“When you killed Da-
vid, you took my heart.”

Prior to the judge
handing down the sen-
tence, Riess was given the
opportunity to speak. She
apologized to her hus-
band’s friends and family,
saying life without her
husband is her true sen-
tence and that she should
not have killed him.

“What I did was an
unpardonable crime,”
Riess said in court.
“Solitude is forever. I
feel I deserve this. I will
have no reprieve.”

STAFF PHOTO BY RICK BUSSLER
Deputies use metal wands for security at the Riess
hearing at a Kasson school last week.

As she left court,
Riess removed her face
mask and turned to her
family to mouth words
to them with a hand on
her heart.

With her head of
white hair, Riess gar-
nered national attention
as the “fugitive grand-
ma” before she was
captured in April 2018
in Texas. She had been
in a Florida jail prior to
coming back to Minne-
sota last month.

Turn to Page 6A
for more coverage
of the Riess mur-
der conviction
and sentencing.

Man arrested after stolen
gun recovered

CRIME BRIEF

Woman seriously injured
after falling from vehicle

A woman to turn off
was seriously the vehicle.
injured after The friend
she fell from got into the
avehicle and driver’s seat
was dragged and took off,
for a short dragging the
distance. victim with

Owatonna  Celes the vehicle.
Police respond-  Erickson Shakopee
ed to the area Police located
of Cashwise Foods Celes Erickson, 24,
where they found a of Shakopee. Police

woman with serious
injuries. Officers
discovered the wom-
an on State Avenue
with blood coming
from her forehead
and nose, road rash
on her right forearm
and complaining that
her leg was broken.
Mayo Air Ambu-
lance transported
her to the hospital.
The victim told
police she was at a
bar and was trying to
get her friend not to
drive. She was in the
driver’s seat trying

say she was intoxi-
cated. After she was
transported back to
Owatonna, a search
warrant was drafted
and executed for an
evidentiary sample of
her blood to deter-
mine her alcohol
content.

The Steele County
Attorney’s Office has
charged Erickson
with two counts of
criminal vehicu-
lar operation, one
causing great bodily
harm and the other
causing bodily harm.

Man dies while
working at
Costco site

A stolen firearm vehicle with a headlight marijuana coming from  Fox’s body cavity.
has been taken off the out at Interstate 35 and the vehicle. Court records show
streets of Owatonna af- Hoffman Drive. The Officers determined Fox was convicted in An early morning built in Owatonna’s
ter police stopped a for vehicle did not Fox had a Tllinois of robbery and accident at the new Industrial Park.
an equipment violation.  stop until about warrant out ineligible to possess a Costco distribution Officers pro-
Police arrested Stet- amile later at of Waseca firearm. center in Owatonna nounced the victim
son Fox, 33, of Owaton- the 26" Street County. During Separate from this has claimed the life dead at the scene. He
na during the incident ramp. asearch of the case, Fox has also been of a construction has been identified as
on Aug. 11. He has been ‘When vehicle, officers  charged with third-de- worker. George McIntosh, 62,
charged with unlawful speaking to found a small gree sales of a narcotic. Owatonna Police of Waterville.
possession of a firearm,  the officer, the amount of mar-  This charge is the responded to Costco Police are investi-
fifth-degree possession driver identified Stetson Fox ijuana and a.357 result of an undercover at 3601 10th St. SW gating what led up to
of a controlled sub- himself with a firearm stolen drug investigation in around 7:31 a.m. the incident.
stance and possession name and birthdate. Of-  from Ohio. which Fox allegedly Aug. 10 for a report The Steele County
of marijuanainamotor  ficers later determined Fox was transported  sold cocaine to a confi- of a man who fell off Sheriff’s Office, Mayo
vehicle. the name was false. to the Steele County dential reliable infor- alift. The incident Ambulance and the
The incident began During the investiga- Detention Center where  mant working with the took place where the Steele County Coro-
to unfold when a patrol tion, the officer detected  officers found cocaine South Central Drug Costco regional distri-  ner’s Office assisted lo-
officer tried to stop a a strong odor of fresh inserted into a part of Investigation Unit. bution center is being cal police at the scene.
COURT NEWS BLOOMING PRAIRIE Pena, 33, San Marcos, Park, speeding, $215; 36, arrested at 4:55 stay of adjudication,
Steele County POLICE DEPARTMENT  TX, speeding, $125; Hope K. Rosenquist, 33, p.m. Aug. 10, felony . $100 and 6 months of
Cole C. Finnegan, 21, Bruce E. Prestegard, 62, New Richland, speeding,  theft of a motor vehicle, unsupervised monitoring
The following cases Austin, revoked license, Claremont, seat belt, $125; Oscar J. Sletten, held for court. without adjudication.
were heard in Steele $275; Nathan J. Kehret, $100; Arpan Rai, 24, 48, Owatonna, unsafe Kenyetta Elwoods, 52,
County District Court 25, Austin, speeding, Fargo, ND, speeding and passing, $125; David C. arrested at 2:58 a.m. KASSON POLICE
child passenger restraint ~ Swenson, 40, Owatonna,  Aug. 11, felony order DEPARTMENT

the week of Aug. 3 with
Judge Carmaine Sturino
presiding:

Joshua S. Almendinger,
39, Faribault, previous-
Iy appeared and was
convicted of felony do-
mestic abuse — violation
of two or more order
for protections with 10
year. The defendant
was sentenced to $81,
63 days in county jail,
obtain and maintain
employment, no alcohol
or controlled substance
use, do not enter liquor
establishments, psy-
chological evaluation,
cognitive skill training,
obtain permission to
leave the state, domes-
tic abuse evaluation, no
possession of firearms
and 3 years of super-
vised probation.
Nicholas M. Balfe, 44,
Rochester, previously
appeared and was
convicted of felony
possession of cocaine
or methamphetamine.
He was sentenced to
$81, 78 days in county
jail, obtain and maintain
employment, no alcohol
or controlled substance
use, do not enter

liquor establishments,
cognitive skill training,
obtain permission to
leave the state, no
possession of firearms,
200 hours of community
service and S years of
supervised probation.
The following
misdemeanors and
petty misdemeanors
were heard in Steele
County District Court
the week of Aug. 3 — 9:

$125; Si V. Moo, 20, St.
Paul, invalid license, $175.

MN DEPT. OF
NATURAL RESOURCES
Justin W. Bulver, 34,
Owatonna, take fish
without a license, $175;
Jared L. Evans, 37, New
Richland, ATV violation,
$125; Ryan D. Spatenka,
28, Owatonna, ATV
violation, $125.

MN STATE PATROL
ROCHESTER

Heidi J. Anderson, 37,
Ellendale, speeding,
$115; Kalin C. Arradon-
do, 32, Minneapolis, no
license, $175; Cassondra
S. Bremer, 19, Owatonna,
speeding, $115; Conner
J. Carnes, 21, Indianap-
olis, IN, speeding and
possession of marijuana,
$325; Ryan M. Dela Mer-
ced, 19, South Elgin, IL,
speeding, $135; Nicholas
7. Fifield, 37, Chicago, IL,
speeding, $115; Felipe R.
Gonzalez, 49, Clara City,
registration violation,
$175; Megan R. Jensen,
22, Lakeville, speeding,
$125; James R. Jirik, 59,
Kilkenny, vehicle weight
violation, $175; Grace
K. Justinak, 19, Shore-
wood, speeding, $135;
Amber M. Klein, 22, St.
Joseph, speeding, $125;
Makayla M. Krein, 19,
Mason City, IA, speed-
ing, $115; Emily A. Maine,
18, Owatonna, speeding,
$115; Veronica L. Montes
de Oca, 31, Omaha, NE,
speeding, $125; Kristina
N. Olson, 36, Princeton,
speeding, $115; lan A.

system violation, $185;
Bailee A. Rasmussen, 31,
Farmington, speeding,
$135; Andrew K. Rick, 40,
Maple Grove, speeding,
$115; Elle R. Roberts, 31,
Albert Lea, speeding,
$115; Adysan N. Schrom,
19, Oceanside, CA,
speeding, $115; Chris-
topher . Simmons, 51,
Cleburne, TX, speeding,
$125; Emmanuel Valdez
Medina, 33, Roches-

ter, speeding and no
insurance, $335; Victor
A.Van, 34, Faribault,
speeding, $115; Mathew
R. Williams, 19, Owa-
tonna, speeding, $275;
Andrew L. Winkelman,
46, Warsaw, speeding,
$118; Tyler J. Worke, 33,
Waseca, hands free
violation, $125.

OWATONNA POLICE
DEPARTMENT

Darian M. Bohiman-Rey-
na, 27, Owatonna, theft,
$254 and 1 year of unsu-
pervised probation; Sean
R. Gerlach, 19, Medford,
seat belt, $100; Alee-
sha L. Klindworth, 25,
Owatonna, no insurance,
$275; Mark J. Kubat, 48,
Owatonna, headlights
violation, $115; Alfonso
P. Mendoza, 42, Minne-
apolis, speeding, $125;
Kader M. Muhumed, 26,
Owatonna, speeding,
$135; Alex J. Olson, 31,
disorderly conduct, $75
and 41 days in coun-
ty jail; Mario R. Perez
Juarez, 29, Schuyler, NE,
invalid license and no
insurance, $375; Jamari
D. Roland, 27, St. Louis

stop sign, $125; Linda L.
Torres, 27, Owatonna,
speeding and invalid
license, $225; Elizabeth
A. Vierling, 40, Owaton-
na, permit offense, $115;
Scott R. Wilson, 36,
Faribault, disorderly con-
duct, $125, substance
abuse subtle screening
inventory and 1 year of
supervised probation.

STEELE COUNTY

SHERIFF'S OFFICE
Darian M. Bohiman-Rey-
na, 27, Owatonna, theft,
$75 and 1 year of super-
vised probation; Jessica
L. Gregory, 18, Owatonna,
minor consumption, $175;
Brady S. Heaney, 24,
Owatonna, careless driv-
ing, $175; Christopher P.
Judd, 33, Waseca, speed-
ing, $115; Salina P. Nra
Xiong, 23, Neenah, W,
speeding, $115; Shane P.
Phelps, 29, Minneapolis,
speeding, $125; Timothy
P. Plank, 48, San Antonio,
TX, speeding, $115; Jason
S. Ranslow, 43, Faribault,
speeding, $115; Jack J.
Sande, 16, Owatonna,
seat belt, $100; Jonathan
J. Tattersall, 18, Elko New
Market, speeding, $135;
Kaw P. Thaw, 22, St. Paul,
speeding, $215; Mario A.
Torres, S5, Faribault, inval-
id license, $175; Mackie F.
Zabinski, 19, Minneapolis,
speeding, $115.

ARRESTS
Steele County

OWATONNA POLICE
Prentiss Joseph Boyd,

for protection violation,
damage to property and
burglary, held for court.
Cody Lane Luchi, 23,
arrested at 10 p.m. Aug.
13, probation violation
warrants arrest, body
only.

STEELE COUNTY
SHERIFF
Luiz Antonio Matias
Mendez, 19, arrested at
9:09 p.m. Aug. 9, DWI,
open bottle and no
license, held for court.

COURT NEWS
Dodge County

The following
misdemeanors and
petty misdemeanors
were heard in Dodge
County District Court
the week of Aug. 2 - 9:

DODGE COUNTY

SHERIFF'S OFFICE
Jalynn N. Colligan,
16, Stewartville,
speeding, $220; Justin J.
Harrington, 42, Windom,
speeding, stay of
adjudication, $320 and 6
months of unsupervised
monitoring without
adjudication; Brooke
E.Kline, 22, Winona,
speeding, $220; Leibert
Ortiz, 50, Dodge Center,
cancelled license, $280;
Alexander L. Paulson,
22, West Concord,
speeding, $220; Cristina
D. Reyes, 43, Dodge
Center, speeding,
$140; Logan C. Sailor,
20, Conger, speeding,

Mindy M. Blaeser, 41,
Blaine, speeding, $130;
Diego Perez, 23, Kasson,
domestic abuse no
contact order violation,
$380, 3 days in county
jail, domestic abuse
evaluation and 2 years
of supervised probation;
Chase L. Spatenka, 19,
Dodge Center, hands
free violation, $130.

MN STATE PATROL
ROCHESTER

Jilani M. Bochane, 28,
Chicago, IL, speeding,
$130; Jamie J. Fritz, 40,
Byron, speeding, $120;
Tyler J. Gephart, 43,
Brandon, SD, speeding,
$130; Andrew A.
Henden, 38, Rochester,
speeding, $140; Jeffrey
A.Herrley, 50, Dodge
Center, speeding, $120;
Austin M. Lewis, 23,
Geneva, IL, speeding,
stay of adjudication,
$100 and 6 months
of unsupervised
monitoring; Michael D.
Madtson, 26, Dodge
Center, speeding,
$130; Sofia S. Meirick,
18, Kasson, speeding,
stay of adjudication,
$100 and 6 months
of unsupervised
monitoring without
adjudication; Chloe A.
Michael-Teschendorf,
22, Mapleton, speeding,
stay of adjudication,
$100 and 6 months
of unsupervised
monitoring without
adjudication; Edward J.
Shilts, 24, Ellsworth, Wi,
speeding, $130.
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How Medicare and Other
Tools Can Help Older
Smokers Kick the Habit
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Brought to you by:

220 3rd St. NW,
Blooming Prairie
583-4434

Prairie Manor Care Center
& Heather Haus

Dear Savvy Senior,

Tunderstand that COVID-19 hits smokers a lot
harder than nonsmokers but quitting at my age
is very difficult. Does Medicare offer any coverage
that helps beneficiaries quit smoking?

Must Quit

Dear Must,

It’s true. Smokers and vapers have a higher
risk of severe COVID-19 infection as the corona-
virus attacks the lungs. That’s why quitting now
is more important than ever before.

If you are a Medicare beneficiary, you'll be
happy to know that Medicare Part B covers up
to eight face-to-face counseling sessions a year
to help you quit smoking. And, if you have a
Medicare Part D prescription drug plan, certain
smoking-cessation medications are covered too.
Here are some other tips that can help you kick
the habit.

It’s Never Too Late

According to the Center of Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC) 12.5 percent of Medicare
beneficiaries smoke. Many older smokers, like
yourself, indicate that they would like to quit,
but because of the nicotine, which is extremely
addictive, it’s very difficult to do.

‘Tobacco use is the leading cause of prevent-
able illness, responsible for an estimated one-
fifth of deaths in the United States each year.

But research shows that quitting, even
after age 65, greatly reduces your risk of heart
disease, stroke, cancer, osteoporosis and many
other diseases including COVID-19. It also helps
you breathe easier, smell and taste food better,
not to mention saves you quite a bit of money. A
$6 pack-a-day smoker, for example, saves about
$180 after one month without cigarettes, and
nearly $2,200 after one year.

How to Quit

The first step you need to take is to set a “quit
date,” but give yourself a few weeks to get ready.
During that time, you may want to start by re-
ducing the number or the strength of cigarettes
you smoke to begin weaning yourself.

Also check out over-the-counter nicotine
replacement products - patches, gum and
lozenges - to help curb your cravings (these are
not covered by Medicare). And just prior to your
quit day get rid of all cigarettes and ashtrays in
your home, car, and place of work, and try to
clean up and even spray air freshener. The smell
of smoke can be a powerful trigger.

Get Help

Studies have shown that you have a much
better chance of quitting if you have help. So, tell
your friends, family, and coworkers of your plan
to quit. Others knowing can be a helpful remind-
er and motivator.

Then get some counseling. Don’t go it alone.
Start by contacting your doctor about smoking
cessation counseling covered by Medicare
and find out about the prescription antismok-
ing drugs that can help reduce your nicotine
craving.

You can also get free one-on-one telephone
counseling and referrals to local smoking
cessation programs through your state quit line
at 800-QUIT-NOW or call the National Cancer
Institute free smoking quit line at 877-44U-QUIT.

It’s also important to identify and write down
the times and situations you're most likely to
smoke and make a list of things you can do to
replace it or distract yourself. Some helpful
suggestions when the smoking urge arises are
to call a friend or one of the free quit lines, keep
your mouth occupied with some sugar-free gum,
sunflower seeds, carrots, fruit or hard candy, go
for a walk, read a magazine, listen to music or
take a hot bath.

The intense urge to smoke lasts about three
to five minutes, so do what you can to wait it out.
It’s also wise to avoid drinking alcohol and steer
clear of other smokers while you're trying to
quit. Both can trigger powerful urges to smoke.

For more tips on how to quit, including man-
aging your cravings, withdrawal symptoms and
what to do if you relapse, visit 60plus.SmokeFree.
gov. There are also a variety of helpful quit
smoking apps you can download like Smoke-
FreeApp.com and QuitGenius.com.

Send your senior questions to: Savvy
Senior, P.0. Box 5443, Norman, OK 73070,
or visit SavvySenior.org. Jim Miller is a con-
tributor to the NBC Today show and author
of “The Savvy Senior” book.

History from the News Archives

10 Years Ago
Aug. 24,2010
RICK L BUSSLER, PUBLISHER

Ideal weather conditions contributed to the
second highest attendance ever attendance at this
year’s Steele County Free Fair. Fair manager, El-
mer Reseland, reported that attendance was 285,605
for the six-day event. That figure ended up about
7,500 fewer people than the record set back in 2008.

The Toastmasters International Leadership
Program is set up as an experimental workshop
that gives youth the opportunity to develop and
practice their communication and leadership skills.
This is the first time it has been offered in Bloom-
ing Prairie. It is coordinated by Elsa Esquivel-Soto.
The participants are Tasha Dornquast, Margaret
Handel, Marie Helkenn, Arlyne Doto, Diego Soto,
Emmeline Soto and Amy Winter. The participants
will graduate on Aug. 27 and will have gained many
leadership and speaking skills.

20 Years Ago
Aug. 24,2000
ELSIE SLUNGER, PUBLISHER

Minnesota State University, Mankato student
Natalie Becker of Blooming Prairie has been
selected as the recipient of the scholarship from the
College of Education. She was awarded the $4,000
Agnus and Rhea McCarthy Scholarship for both
2000-2001 and 2001-2002 school years. Becker was
also named to the MSU Spring Dean’s List.

Last Thursday Korean War Veterans in southeast-
ern Minnesota had a chance to be recognized for their
service. Sen Dick Day and U.S. Representative Gil
Gutknecht presented award pins to over 75 veterans
who were on hand to be honored. The KRFO bleach-
ers were filled with admirers, friends and family.

50 Years Ago

Aug. 19,1970
VICTOR, VERNON & VRYLE KREJCI, PUBLISHERS

Steve Heinz was winner of the Blooming Prairie
Country Club Junior Golf Tournament. Win-
ners in the event are Jon Olson, first flight; Carl
Peterson, second in the championship flight; Steve
Heinz, first in championship flight; Mike Doocy,
second in first flight.

‘Winona State College announced the graduation
of two local students. Carol Slezak, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Alan Slezak of Hope, received her Bach-
elor of Science Degree. Bernice Stender, Blooming
Prairie, received her Bachelor of Science degree.

Several women from the Red Oak Grove area went
by bus last week of July to Erskine, Minn., where
they spent a delightful week at ladies’ camp. They
toured several places of interest at Roosevelt and
Lake of the Woods and Deer River, Canada. Attend-
ing were: Mrs. Oscar Lysne, Mrs. Lauren Grant, Mrs.
Louise Magnuson, Mrs. Hilda Lostegaard, Miss Olga
Flaa, Mrs. Amos Helegeson, Mrs. Oliver Tollefson,
Miss Alice Tolefson and Miss Sofia Thompson.

75 Years Ago
Aug. 23,1945
FRANK KREJCI, PUBLISHER

The following births were reported in the Goetsch
home hospital are:
August 16"
Mr. and Mrs. Norman B Peterson, an 8-pound
son named Dan Ervin.
Mr. and Mrs. Marvin Bzoskie, Claremont, a
7-pound daughter, Jeanne Marie
August 19"
Mr. and Mrs.Leonard Jepsen, Austin,
7-pound daughter
Mr. and Mrs. Arnold Bergstrom,
Moscow, 8-poun daughter
Mr. and Mrs Marvin Behne, Havana,
81/2 -pound daughter

At the FFA livestock judging held at the Steele
County Fair, Norman Grunklee ‘was high man
and won
The Blooming Prairie team consisted of Norman
Grunklee, Lloyd Krell and Richard Christianson.
Seven school teams competed. As a team, the
Blooming Prairie boys won: Swine, second place;
Cattle, third place; horses, fourth place. FFA advi-
sor is Bert Magladry.

Pfc. Merlin H. Madsen is home on furlough. He
served in the European Theater with the 117th
Infantry Regiment, 30th Division. He was hospi-
talized for paralysis March 1945 and transferred
to O'Reilly Hospital, Springfield, Mo. Aug. 3. He
arrived on Saturday to spend 30 days with his
wife and son.

Owatonna Photo News
31Years Ago

Aug. 14,1989
TOM SHEA, PUBLISHER

Michelle Stangler, 18 and Amy Seidel, 15, both
students at the Jill Hoggard Academy of Dance,
recently received awards for their performanc-
es at the Symposium National Talent Contest
in Rochester. Their first-place awards qualified
them for national competition, where they won
second place trophies for ballet-pointe duet and
third place for lyrical-modern duet. Stangler also
received a second place for her ballet solo.

Steele County Free Fair has announced that on
Wednesday night they have a very special grand-
stand show with George Jones, King of Country
performing one performance at 7 pm. Jones has
been named Male Vocalist of the Year on no less
than four occasions, the last time 1986.

Owatonna Aces lost 8 - 7 to Faribault in the
Section 2B amateur baseball playoffs Thursday at
Dartts Park, Owatonna. The Aces ended the play-
offs with a 4 - 2 mark, which ties them for second
place. The top two teams qualify for State b Tour-
nament. Owatonna is scheduled to host Prior Lake
in a one-game playoff on Saturday to determine
which team moves on. Good Luck Aces.

FAIR FEST: shrinks down, scales back to drive-in event moun

Loken Excavation & Drainage
Your DRAINAGE PROJECT PARTNER

WE CAN HELP YOU WITH:
Aggregate Products « Waterway Cleaning
All Excavation Projects « Hauling & Septic

Call DALLAS for your DRAINAGE needs!

507-451-2873
LW‘KEN

3695 Hoffman Drive NW « Owatonna

loken@qwestoffice.net | Toll-free 855-298-2568

with the State of Min- Fair Fest will be
nesota. State officials drastically different
would not allow the than the Drive-In
fair to host the event Dairy Days held at the
as it was originally fairgrounds in late
proposed. June. During Dairy
The biggest concern Days, people were able
from the state was to walk around and go
having more than 250 up to each vendor to
people at one time purchase food items.
on the fairgrounds, That event featured
according to Kozelka. social distancing with
“To meet their guide- markings on the pave-
lines, we had some ment to keep people six
different options,” he feet apart.
said. “We have been Dairy Days proved
working with all the to be widely successful
departments on guide- and no issues were re-
lines,” he added. ported from the event.
After going back At this weekend’s
and forth with the state  Fair Fest, Kozelka is
throughout the week, stressing that every-
Kozelka finally settled one must stay in their
on a drive-in event vehicles. “Put as many
where people can’t get people as you want into
out of their vehicles. a car, but only cars
The event was also will be allowed to enter
scaled back to three the Food Fest Trail,”
days, Friday through he said. “No one will
Sunday, instead of the be allowed to leave or

original four days.

get out of your car,” he

emphasized. original list that had
A map of the trail been released a couple
will be given to drivers weeks ago. The current
as they enter the fair- vendors planning to be
grounds with their ve- at this weekend’s event
hicles. Included on the are Evan’s Eatery, God-
map will be vendor sites  father’s Pizza, Goette’s
along with the menus of ~ Pork Chops, Grandma’s
each vendor. Cookies, Minneapple
The trail starts at Pie, Minnesnowii, Ole
the south end of the and Lenas, Otte’s Kettle
fairgrounds on the Corn, Pretzel Wiz,
corner of Hartle Avenue  Schroeder Concessions,
and 18" Street. Unlike Steele County ADA
the Minnesota State Malts, Tom Thumb
Fair, there will be no Donuts, Fresh Fries and
fee to enter Food Fest Strawberry Smoothies.
Trail. The State Fair Fair Fest will be
is charging $20 per operating from 11 a.m.
vehicle. to 8 p.m. on Friday and
Kozelka said some- Saturday and 11 a.m. to
one from each food 6 p.m. on Sunday.
vendor will come to In the end, Kozelka
your vehicle to take said this was not easy
your order. “They will to pull together and not
take your money and what he envisioned at all.
bring the food right out But he’s trying to keep a
to you,” he said. positive attitude with it.
Because of the chang- “Every day is a new
es, the fair alsolost four  adventure,” Kozelka
food vendors from the said.

CORKY?"S CLASSIC: strikes out against COVID wonu

tournament, which has
been held in Owatonna
for the past 40 years,
announced they were
canceling the tourney
for this year over con-
cerns of the COVID-19
pandemic.

Corky’s is typically
held the first full week-

end in May. Shortly
after the coronavirus
hit in March, organiz-
ers announced they
were going to post-
pone the tournament
until fall. Tournament
director Loren Dietz
worked with teams to
come up with a date

* We'll treat your home
as if it were our own.

€11SEIN 256-4712

Heating, A/C,
& Plumbing

Geneva

Registered
Showroom

« Quality plumbing & heating products
for your remodeling or new home construction.

* Serving our area for over 40 years.

THEBOLD LOOK
' KOHLER.

that worked for mostof  and Canada to try their
them. They settled on luck against some of
Sept. 10-13. the best teams in the
But with COVID-19 nation.
still a major threat to ‘The namesake for
the safety of people, the tournament is
organizers decided to Corky Ebeling, who
pull the plug altogether was involved with the
for this year. Owatonna Parks and
Dietz said back in Recreation department
April that he never for many years and
thought about canceling  is a longtime softball
the event because they enthusiast.
didn’t want to lose the The Owatonna area
funds they raise for economy will also
park and recreation come away a major
scholarships. loser as the tournament
The event is head- generated a significant
quartered at the Steele amount revenue for
County Fairgrounds area businesses.
diamonds and normal- Corky’s Classic is a
ly attracts 100 teams USA Softball slow-pitch
from all over the U.S. softball tournament.
[ ]
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RIESS MURDER CASE

STEELE COUNTY TIMES

LIFE IN PRISON FOR RIESS

School turns into
courtroom for Riess case

BY RICK BUSSLER
PUBLISHER

Never before in the
history of Dodge Coun-
ty has a high profile
case taken place outside
of the courtroom. But
that’s exactly what hap-
pened last week when
killer Lois Riess offered
her guilty plea and re-
ceived a life sentence.

Riess appeared in
the auditorium of Kas-
son-Mantorville High
School in what would
end up being her last
time in public. After
the hearing, deputies
immediately escorted
her off to the Minnesota
Correctional Facility
in Shakopee where
she will serve her life
sentence without the
chance of parole.

The hearing was
moved to the school be-
cause of concerns over
COVID-19, according
to Sheriff Scott Rose.
He said Dodge County’s
courtroom is simply too
small to accommodate
such a high profile case
and then add social
distancing on top of
everything else.

Rose pointed out that
Olmsted County has
utilized up to 2% court-
rooms for cases in order
to obtain proper social
distancing. “The Judi-
cial Branch has very
specific COVID social
distancing guidelines for
courthouses,” he said.

Dodge County, Rose
said, had no idea what

to expect for the num-
ber of people attending
Riess’ hearing. There
were about 50 people at
the hearing, including
court personnel, media
and family members.
Rose said there were
likely fewer people than
what could have been
because the hearing
was considered pre-tri-
al. “That didn’t draw
alot of attention to the
public,” he noted.

A pre-trial quickly
turning into a plea hear-
ing and wrapped into a
sentencing with victim
impact statements, which
all happened with the
Riess case last week, is
highly unusual for the
courts, Rose said. “I've
never heard of that hap-
pening before,” he said.
“Ididn’t even know you
could do it all in one day.”

Riess waived her
right to a pre-sentence
investigation, which
typically comes af-
ter a plea and before
sentencing. The move
allowed for Judge Jodi
Williamson to sentence
her right away, bring-
ing an end to the nearly
2%-year-old case.

“The courts worked
very well with us and
the Attorney General's
office to facilitate so it
could be done in a day,”
said Rose. He noted the
school’s performing
arts center was the only
building big enough in
the county to handle the
hearing.

Sheriff Rose said his

office utilized 14 depu-
ties to provide security
in the highly unusual
location for court. The
security force included
10 regular deputies and
four posse members.

The sheriff’s office
brought in a mobile
incident command ve-
hicle, which was staffed
with dispatchers who
relayed information to
the dispatch center in
Mantorville. Rose said
the portable radios used
by officers do not work
large facilities, creating
the need for a makeshift
mobile center outside of
the school to relay radio
transmissions.

Rose said a walk
through metal detector
‘was brought inside
the school to utilize
for security of visitors
to the court hearing.
Deputies also utilized
metal detector wands
for screening purposes.

Sgt. Rob Hovland co-
ordinated the sheriff’s
response at the hearing.
Hovland, who took over
courthouse security in
January, admitted the
set up at the school was
“unusual for all of us.”
He is used to dealing
with security in a more
controlled environment
at the courthouse.

Asked about the
challenges they faced,
Hovland said, “It’s not
abuilding we typically
deal with. It’s alarger
venue we have to try
and secure.”

The garage located

STAFF PHOTOS BY RICK BUSSLER

Top: Dodge County sheriff's deputies provide security inside Kasson-Mantorville
High School Aug. 11 for the Lois Riess murder hearing. Bottom: The sheriff's office
brought in an incident command unit and stationed it outside the auditorium
where Riess appeared in court.

"It went very smoothly considering we
were doing it (security) in a school."

Sheriff Scott Rose
Dodge County

behind the stage was used
for deputies to drive Riess
into the school rather
than parade her outside
in front of people. “For
security reasons, we had
transport drive into the
garage (with Lois),” Rose
said, noting Riess was
never outside. “We were

trying to avoid any prob-
lems or issues,” he added.
While there were no
threats or perceived
safety concerns, Rose
admits he didn’t know
‘what to expect for the
hearing. “We didn’'t
know how family was
going to react,” Rose

said. “You have to be
prepared for anything.”

Rose was happy with
how well everything
took place. “It went very
smoothly considering
we were doing itina
school,” he said. “It
went off without a hitch,
and it went as well as
anyone could have
expected.”

The sheriff, who has
been involved in law
enforcement since 1996,
says this is the highest
profile case he has ever
encountered in Dodge
County.

BY RICK BUSSLER gave victim impact you caused my kids, Twould be remiss in the media - local,
PUBLISHER statements. your grandkids, they ifTdidn’t take a few state, and national
“When you killed love you so much,” minutes to thank for your coverage of
More than two years David, you took my he said. “They do not everyone that helped this case. The media
after the murder, family ~ heart,” David’s mother, deserve thisat all. It's with the Lois Riess played a big part in
‘members finally got Darlene Riess, said in a so selfish. You have left case. This was a chal- helping us apprehend
aglimpse into what statement read by an Ol-  us with amess and a lenging and unique Mrs. Riess as well.
happened to David Riess ~ msted County burden,” he case for us for many This family lost their
in March 2018 inside his  social worker. added. reasons; no prior con- father, brother, and
Blooming Prairie home.  “David was the In closing, tact with family, the Behind The Badge uncle at the hands of
Part of the frustra- family’s ray of Bill told his second homicide in SHERIFF SCOTTROSE  their mother, sister, and
tion with the Lois Riess sunshine. I will mother, “It will Florida, and the multi- - aunt. Their grandkids
murder case has been never forgive take alot for ple agencies involved have essentially lost
that investigators have you. You took ";}-, me to talk or and then throw COVID  of time and energy into  both their grandfather
never been allowed to apart of our L Y. see you ever into the mix. finding her. Investiga- and grandmother —
share any details of life that we will  David Riess again.” ‘We need to thank tor Ben Bohle was lead grandkids that spent a
what happened with never forget.” The final the following agencies on this case and did an great deal of time with
family members, Sheriff David's sister Cindy statement came from the for all their great work absolutely outstanding  Lois and David at their
Scott Rose said. He not- Sleeper told the court she  couple’s daughter, Bria and help with this case:  job, as recognized last home in Blooming Prai-
ed last week’s hearing couldn’t figure out how Riess, who was the most ~Blooming Prairie week in court by the rie. The community of
‘was the first time family ~ Lois could kill David, visibly emotional as she Police Department Assistant Attorney Blooming Prairie also
‘members heard exactly who a year and a half cried through most of - Steele County General Matt Franke. lost a valued business,
what took place. before his death saved her comments. “Losing Sheriff’s Office Investigations Cap- and friends of many.
Victim impact his wife's life. “Our my dad at the hands of - Minnesota tain Jeff Brumfield ‘While justice was
statements are typically ~ family is fractured soa my mom is something Bureau of Criminal also worked day and served, there were no
‘written and presented cold-blooded murderer T will never be able to Apprehension night to help follow winners. We just hope
in court after family could do her gambling process,” she said. “I -Towa Criminal leads from all over that the media is re-
‘members get details habit,” Sleeper said. cycle between anger, Investigation Division the country along spectful of this family’s
about the crime, but as The couple’s oldest regret and sadness. [ -U.S. Marshals with BCA Agent Mark privacy during this
Rose pointed out that son, Bill Riess, said he can never understand - Lee County Sher- Peterson. Investiga- time and gives them
did not happen in this didn’t care what his how something like this iff’s Office in Florida tor Bob Morris also some space so they can
case. Rose noted thatno ~ mother said happened could happen,” she said. - South PadreIsland  assisted throughout continue their grieving
probable cause state- that night. “I don’t care Bria concluded by Police Department as well. Fortunately, and healing process.
‘ments had ever been how many times you saying, “I miss my dad - Minnesota Assis- ‘we were able to locate
released regarding the apologize,” he said. more than words can tant Attorney General her before anyone else Scott Rose is the
Riess murder. “You stole something describe, but I have to Matt Frank got hurt because of the Dodge County Sher-
Even though they did ~ from us.” allow for forgiveness in Our investigators people and agencies iff whose agency led
not know details going Bill Riess pointed out ~ my heart, because that’s really did a great job listed above. the investigation in
into last week’s hearing,  how this has devastated ‘what he would have with this case and put We also have togive  the Lois Riess mur-
four family members the family. “The hurt ‘wanted.” an incredible amount credit to our friends der case.
2018 2020

——@—@— TIMELINE OF LOIS RIESS MURDER CASE —0————0—

March 23, 2018: The body of David Riess was found in his home after
police do a welfare check.
March 27, 2018: Warrant issued in Dodge County for theft against Lois
Riess, accused of stealing money from her dead husband. Authorities

2018

reveal Lois is a person of interest in David’s death.

April 2, 2018: Tess Koster of Blooming Prairie tells a harrowing story
of coming face to face with Lois Riess in Florida. Koster’s information
provided police with the first solid lead of Riess’ whereabouts since

David’s murder.

April 9, 2018: Pamela Hutchinson of Braden-
ton, Fla. found murdered in Fort Myers Beach.

She suffered fatal gunshot wounds.

April 13, 2018: Authorities in Lee County Florida
announce Lois Riess has been charged in Hutchinson’s
murder. A nationwide manhunt is launched to find Riess.
April 19, 2018: U.S. Marshals capture Lois Riess in
South Padre Island, Texas. She is sent back to Florida
to face charges in the Hutchinson murder.

April 20, 2018: Authorities execute a search warrant
on Lois Riess’ motel room and find two hand guns
believed to be used in both murders.

2019

2020

March: The COVID-19 pandemic

hits delaying the return of Lois Riess to Minnesota

to face murder charges.

July 3: Dodge County deputies bring Lois Riess
back to Minnesota from Florida. She is locked up in
the Steele County Detention Center in Owatonna.
Aug. 11: Lois Riess pleads guilty to first-degree
pre-meditated murder for killing her husband.
Judge hands down life in prison without parole
sentence. She will spend the rest of her life in the
Minnesota prison system in Shakopee.

February 2019: Minnesota Attorney General's Office takes
over prosecution of the Riess homicide for Dodge County.
May 2019: A grand jury is convened in Dodge County and
indicts Lois Riess on first-degree murder charges for killing
her husband.
Dec. 17, 2019: Lois Riess pleads guilty to killing Pamela
Hutchinson in Florida. Officials in Florida agreed to drop the
death penalty against Riess.
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of Events
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Tennis & Fitness Center: 507-444-4290
West Hills Social Commons: 507-444-4280
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Email: parkrec@ci.owatonna.mn.us

Pa
River Springs Water Park: 507-774-7370

Brooktree Clubhouse: 507-444-2467
Park Maintenance: 507-774-7086

Our Mission

The city of Owatonna Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment provides a diverse system of green spaces,
trails, facilities, programs and services to enhance
the quality of life for the community.

&tuez ﬁvlu\ha,
DID YOU
KNOW

Owatonna has over 12 miles of paved trails and biking
has many health benefits, including reducing stress and
i g posture and coordil ? Take a bike ride this
fa/l on the Owatonna trails and enjoy beautiful scenery
and gain the benefits of exercise and fresh air.

g ooty

Youth Fall Registration

Youth fall registration is currently pending. We hope to
offer amodified youth football and volleyball program this
fall. Please visit our website for updates and details regard-
ing registration and program information.

Registration Information

+Register online, on the Park & Rec website, by phone -
507-444-4321, or in person at the Park & Rec Office (Mon-
daythrough Friday 8aim. o pim).

forms are available
website orin person at the Park & Rec Office and mustbe
completed before registering.

City Archery Hunt

- Registration deadline: September 11
+Register online on the Park & Rec website or at the Park &
Rec Office (Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m..
+Two seasons:
- November 1-28

- Antlerless Deer only, Earn-a-Buck
- All DNR regulations apply

- Proficiency test required

+No crossbows (being reviewed for 2021)
- Parks included: Cashman, Hammann, Kaplan's Woods, Kaplan's Woods Park-

- November 29 - December 23 r
)

way, North Straight River Park Area, Leo Rudolph Nature Reserve, Manthey,

Maple Creek Parkway, Kriesel Park and Mineral Springs (second season only)

|
34
+$20 non-refundable application fee

+Random draw if more than 50 hunters apply and if more than 30 hunters pass proficiency test
- For more information, contact Mary Jo Knudson, 507-774-7364 or
maryjoknudson@ci owatonna.mn.us

Park Clean Up Kits

Help us keep Owatonna's parks beautiful!

- Sign up online on the Park & Rec website.

Pick-up your bucket of cleaning supplies at the park shop.

Clean-up a park or trail using our pickers & garbage bags.

Leave the trash near a garbage can &drop-off the bucket at the park shop!

Lake Kohlmier

The Lake Kohlmier beach house is open this summer for aquatic
and trail equipment rentals and concessions. Rentals are $6 per
hour and rental options include: kayak, canoe, paddle board,
paddle boat, hydro bike, tandem bike, electric assist trike and
trail-a-bike. Lake Kohlmier will be stocked with adult, child and
infant sized lifejackets which are included and required with
each aquatic rental. If you have your own Coast Guard Ap-
proved Life Jacket it is recommended that you bring your own
during the 2020 season. The beach is open daily and ropes are
placed to indicate swim areas. There are no lifeguards on duty

- individuals will swim according to beach rules and at their
own risk. Please visit the Lake Kohlmier page on our website for
more information.

2020 Rental/Concession Hours P

June 22 - August 30:
- Saturday-Sunday: noon - 7 p.m.

Phone: 507-774-7372

Address: 1550 Mosher Drive, Owatonna, MN 55060

Brooktree Golf Course ed

Fallis a great time of year to get a round of golf in! Brooktree Golf Course s known for its
well-manicured fairways and exceptional greens. The course rating is 72.5 and has a slope rating
of 128 from the blue tees. This challenging golf course is a beautiful parkland course thatis char-
acterized by Maple Creek meandering through and along 8 of the fast 9 holes. Its mulfiple tees

Thank you Park Board Members!

Greg Posch, Angie Malo, Greg Louis, Nicholas Elsner, Jonathan Thiel, David Christiansen, and Andi Arnold

accommodate the novice yet challenge the most
accomplished golfer. Brooktree is regarded as one
of the finest courses in Southern Minnesota; check
it out this fall!

Broken Tee Restaurant at Brooktree serves delicious
burgers and sandwiches, soft drinks, cocktails, beer,
wine and weekend dinner specials. The Broken Tee
Bar & Grile is the perfect complement to a great
day of golf.

Call or visit their website for more information and

to book your tee time.
507-444-2467 |

ps:/
com
1369 Cherry Street - Owatonna, MN 55060

Cancellations and
Closings Updates

The following are our most current closings and cancellations.
To stay updated on our closings and cancellations, and for pro-
gram cancellations and/or postponements, visit the Cancella-
tions & Closings page on our website (http://www.ci.owatonna.
mn.us/291/Cancellations-Closings) and like us on Facebook.

- Brooktree Golf Course - open. Visit their website for COVID-19
protocols.

ity Parks - open. Playgrounds, tennis and pickleball courts are
open. Practice physical distancing.

ity Trails - open. Practice physical distancing.

- Dog Park - open. Practice physical distancing.

- Archery Park - open. Practice physical distancing.

- Parks & Recreation Offices - open.

+West Hills Social Commons - closed until further notice.
+West Hills Tennis & Fitness Center - closed until further notice.
River Springs Water Park - open for Lap Swim, Water Aerobics,
and Water Walking. Registration is required to participate, visit
our website for registration and updates.

Stay Connected
A
ChL ).

We offer a variety of ways for you to stay updated and connected.
Follow us on Facebook on the following pages:

- Owatonna Parks and Recreation

- West Hills Social Commons

- River Springs Water Park

- West Hills Tennis and Fitness Center

- Owatonna Dog Park
~Visit our

rebsite:

W'Charlie and Al Kaplan
507-451-8989

N

1150 Hoffman Dr., Owatonna ® 507-446-9218
Service Center ® 507-774-9533
www.cartimeofowatonna.com
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OBITUARIES Owatonna Foundation | BookNook
Obituaries Sponsor: .
LEGACY MONUMENT SALES awardS SChO|arSh|pS .
Leon & Lori Bohlman 507-456-7864 or 507-456-3735 Plck a bOOk as
landibo@gmail.com Several Owatonna College, Electrical
students have been Construction and .
¢ 21 - or awarded scholarships Maintenance, $3,000, d f d g
GO’ don L eonai d 50”/””( 1 ’ from the Owatonna parents Brad and rewar Or rea ln
Foundation. Jodi Staska
85, () wa i Ol ”/Ia The Owatonna - Claire Stewart, your reading on paper
Foundation awards Riverland Commu- logs. Some have been

Gordon L. Sommer Jr., traditional and non- nity College, Medical using the Beanstack
85, of Owatonna, died fol- traditional schol- Administrative As- app and winning cool
lowing complications from arships each year. sistant, $3,000, Blaine online badges. Even
surgery on Friday, Aug. 14, During this upcoming  and Roxi Stewart if you didn’t write it
2020, at the Mayo Clinic Hos- fall semester, six - Alex Tryhus, down, but know that
pital - St. Mary’s Campus individuals will use Riverland Community you have done the
in Rochester surrounded by traditional scholar- College, Construction reading, come to the
his loving family. shipfundstoassist ~ Electrician, $3,000, NANGY Book Fair! We will

He was born May 22, 1935, with their education Christy and Neil VAILLANCOURT be happy to have you
in Owatonna, the son of Gor- costs. These individu- Tryhus - choose your very own
don and Martha (Kruger) als graduated with the - Stanley Von books to keep.
Sommer Sr. Gordon gradu- Gordon Leonard 2020 high school class. ~ Helmst, Rochester Hey kids! Have you Adults and teens,
ated from Owatonna High Sommer Receiving tradi- Community and Tech- been reading at least keep reading until
School in 1953. On June 22, tional scholarships nical College, Com- 20 minutes per day Aug. 31. After that
1957, he married Lois Bishman. They had three are Recipients puter Aided Drafting, this summer? Then date, we will be award-
children and later divorced. - Alexis Allen, $3,000, parent Tracy come to the Bloom- ing prizes. Some will

He met Marlys (Dierking) Filzen and they were Riverland Community  von Helmst ing Prairie Branch be for the most reading
united in marriage on Aug. 12, 1995 at St. John College, Generals, The Foundation Library Book Fair on time and others will
Lutheran Church in Owatonna. $1,500, parents Ryan also awarded Han- Aug. 25, 26, and 27. If be random drawings.

Gordon worked at Jostens for 18 years setting and Chrissy Allen nah Gebur a $1,500 you have read that The grand prize for
stones. He owned Sommer Sanitation for over 20 - Rachel Benson, June A. and Melanie much for 10 days or the teens will be gift
years. Gordon then worked for Perkl Oil and Gas Riverland Commu- Nelson Scholarship. more each summer cards. The adults can
for eight years making deliveries to local farmers nity College, Health Gebur is attending month, you can come win a Kindle!
until his retirement. Sciences, $2,000, par- Towa State Universi- and choose one book Our final Story-

He was known as a being very hardworking ents Steve and Nancy ty and completing a for each month. ‘Walk for the summer
and was often busy doing something. Gordon was Benson chemical engineering We have ordered is ready to read! Start
always having fun, meeting new people and making - Annika Kilanows-  degree. She is the hundreds of books at Home Sellers, then
a friend wherever he went. He enjoyed traveling ki, Southwest Techni- daughter of Susan and from Scholastic from go west on Main Street
and spending time with his family especially his cal College, Building Tom Gebur. which you can pick to find the story of the
children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren. Trades Carpentry, Since 1995 the your favorites! The Little Blue Truck.

Gordon was an active member of St. John Luther- $2,000, parents Chris Owatonna Foundation Imagine Your Story The Blooming Prai-
an Church in Owatonna where he was an usher. and Nicole Kilanowski  has awarded over 460 Book Fair will be rie Branch Library is

He is survived by his wife, Marlys Sommer of - Oscar Julian scholarships, totaling held in the library open for short visits to
Owatonna; children, Julie Dettmer of Owatonna, Sanchez, Riverland more than $630,000, for from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. use computers and to
John Sommer of Punta Gorda, Fla., Jill (Scott Lush- Community College, individuals preparing those days. Since we browse for items. Chil-
insky) Sommer of Henderson, Nev.; step-children, Computer Engineer- for technical careers. are limiting the total dren under the age of
David (Kirsten Hansen) Filzen of St. Peter, Diane ing, $2,000, parents For the 2020-2021 number of library 16 need to come with
(Ryan) Wempen of North Mankato, 16 grandchildren, Rosa and Oscar school year, $30,000 is guests to 15 at a time, an adult. Our open
15 great-grandchildren; sister, Lorraine (Delmer) Sanchez available for scholar- you may have to wait hours are 10a.m. to4
Reynolds of Brandon; many nieces and nephews. - Jason Spatenka, ships. Nontraditional outside for your turn. p.m. Tuesday through

Gordon was preceded in death by his step-son, Riverland Community  scholarship applica- Some of you have Friday. Don’t forget

Michael Filzen and sister, Betty Caswell.

Visitation will be at Michaelson Funeral Home
on Friday from 4 to 7 p.m. and one hour prior to
the service at the chuch. Funeral service will be
held Saturday, Aug. 22, 2020, at 11 a.m. at St. John
Lutheran Church with Pastor Dave Klawiter
officiating. Interment will be in the Meadow Ridge
Memorial Park in Faribault.

Memorials are preferred to St. John Lutheran
Church to go towards the radio fund, Lions Club in
Owatonna or to the donor’s choice.

Low back pain affects about 85% of people at some
point in their life. Chiropractic can help!

Call for an appointment today
583-2271
1-866-5DR-CHAD

344 E. Main Street L_’rﬂilie

" s Family & Sports.
Downtown Blooming Prairie CHIROPRACTIC
www.drchad.org ——————

To Die for
Blueberry Muffins

Muffins Crumb topping
1-1/2 Cflour 1/2 Cwhite sugar
3/4 C white sugar 1/3 Cflour

1/2 T salt 1/4 Cbutter, cubed
2T baking powder ~ 1-1/2T cinnamon
1/3 C vegetable oil

1egg

1/3 Cmilk

1 Cfresh blueberries
Crumb topping mixture
Mix together 1/2 C sugar, 1/3 Cflour, 1/4 Cbutter and 1-1/2 tsp
cinnamon. Mix with fork and sprinkle over muffins before baking.
Combine 1-1/2 C flour, 3/4 C sugar, salt and baking powder. Place
vegetable oilinto a 1 C measuring cup; add the egg and enough
milk to fill the cup. Mix this with flour mixture. Fold in blueberries.

Fill muffin cups 2/3 full and sprinkle with crumb topping mixture.

Preheat oven to 400 degrees. Grease muffin cups or line with
muffin liners. Bake for 20 to 25 minutes or until done.

Sponsored by

\ Times

tions are due Oct. 25
and June 25. Tradi-

College, Construction
Electrician, $2,000,

parent Teresa Spat- tional scholarships
enka are due April 10.

- Alexis Weintzetl, Nelson Scholarship
Riverland Communi- applications are due

Oct. 25 and June 25.
Applicants must be
awoman, pursuing

ty College, Nursing,
$2,000, parents Kelly
and Jason Schwartz

The nontradition- anon-traditional
al scholarships are career, and have an
awarded to individu- Owatonna mailing ad-
als who are returning dress or have worked
to college or continu- atan Owatonna busi-
ing their education ness for at least the
after high school past two years.
graduation and four Applications for any
individuals received of the scholarships
those scholarships. are available at the
Recipients attend Foundation’s office at
technical programsat 108 West Park Square,
technical or commu- Owatonna; http://
nity colleges. www.owatonnafoun-

The nontraditional  dation.org, Grants/
scholarship recipients  Scholarships, and Ap-
include: ply for a Scholarship,

- Nick Staska, or from Jill Holmes at
Northwest Technical ~ 507-455-3059.

o

covl D. FROMA3

Caron said they term care facilities,
have not seen any Caron said. “It’s
significant changes pretty heart breaking
in numbers since the when residents can’t
statewide mask order see their loved ones,”
went into effect several  she said. “It takes a
weeks ago. “We like to toll on the emotional
think that it’s helping. and social health of
It’s one of our primary the residents.”
defenses against this Public Health has
right now,” she said. been working with
She added hand wash-  school districts in
ing and keeping 6-feet both Steele and Dodge
apart from others are counties over the past
the other things people  two weeks on their
need to focus ondoing.  learning models for

The guidelines for the upcoming school
long-term care facili- year. “They are
ties will be changing trying to find a model
soon. Beginning Aug. they can stay in for
29, facilities will be awhile,” Caron said.
able to operate under “The schools have
two different levels. been very thoughtful
The first level restricts ~ and detailed planning
visitation of family in a short period of
members, which all time. They are looking
facilities have been at the health and safe-
utilizing since March. ty of the kids.”
The second level al- Caron’s department
lows limited amounts ~ also became involved
of visitation. Facilities in determining the
have to go 28 days fate of Fair Fest, which
with no positive cases originally started out
to operate under the as an event where peo-
second level. Everyone  ple could go up to food
has to test negative in vendors. It has since
the facility in order for ~ been scaled back and
them to take advan- become a drive in event
tage of Level two. where people need to

Caron said even stay in their vehicles.
if facilities qualify She said there was
for Level two, it's up 1o solid plan in place
to them if they want that would keep peo-
to allow visitors in. ple spread out during

She noted some of the the event. “It became

facilities in the county  a traffic control issue,”
currently fall into Caron said. She is
Level two. Howev- happy to see that the
er, they can’t allow event will still go
in-person visitation on but in a different

format. “It’s a lot safer
to have people in their
vehicles,” she added.

until Aug. 29.
COVID-19 has been
very difficult for long-

been keeping track of

UNIQUENESS IN
A COVID: election soun

Rypka, who has

your masks!

which has been wide-

been the clerk for 1y expected because
Clinton Falls for of COVID-19.
the past 11 years, The county also
is all about saving had its first experi-
the township money ence with mail-in bal-
where she can. She lots for two precincts:
also found another City of Ellendale and
area for savings. Berlin Township.
Instead of purchasing  Thrke said 30% of
new portable voting the registered voters
booths, she found in those precincts
some used ones for mailed in their ballots
about one-third of for the primary. Both
the cost. The portable precincts did not offer
booths allow voters in-person voting.
to sit down and cast Despite the pan-
their ballot instead of ~ demic, Thrke did not
standing up. have any problems
Clinton Falls as finding people to
well as the rest of the work at the polls.
precincts throughout “I was thankful
the county offered we didn’t have a
hand sanitizer sta- shortage of election
tions at the front door. ~ judges,” she said. She
Judges encouraged added she also came
voters to sanitize their ~ across some new
hands as they walked people wanting to be
into the polls. election judges.
Steele County The county audi-
Auditor Laura tor’s office will have a
Thrke, who serves short break for a few
as the county’s chief weeks before absentee
election judge, said voting for the general

everything went well
at all the precincts

election begins Sept.
18. Thrke expects

and there were no absentee voting to be
major issues for the high for this year's
primary. She said presidential election.
most people came to The general elec-

tion is Nov. 3.
Meanwhile, Rypka

vote wearing their
own masks. For those

who didn’t, masks is relieved that they
were provided by the have had a trial run
election judges. with the primary for
Thrke reported the upcoming general
the county’s voter election.
turnout was 13.47%, “It has not been as
which she considers hard as I envisioned it
average for a prima- would be,” Rypka said
ry. Of the 2,992 votes of the COVID election.
cast, 1,308 were done Asked if she ex-
by absentee voting, pects COVID to keep
according to Thrke. voters away in No-
She said the absentee  vember, Rypka said,
voting was definitely “I'have no idea. That’s
higher than normal, not for me to predict.”

Prepared and paid for by Elect Tom Shea 24a Committee
P.0. Box 187 * Owatonna, MN 55060
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Maybe you can
relate. After a partic-
ularly long week of
work, Saturday finally
arrived. Amazingly, the
kids didn’t wake up ear-
ly (so1got to sleep in), I
started the morning off
with some good coffee,
and then with a couple
of house projects to fin-
ish up (which are also
therapeutic for me) I de-
cided to run to the store
for a few things, and
then come back to make
an already great day
into an even better one
by productively knock-
ing a few honey-do’s off
the list as well.

All seemed right in
the world - until I left
the house.

On the way to the
store, I noticed people

AREA WORSHIP SCHEDULE

LUTHERAN

AURORA LUTHERAN
6329 SE 28th St Owatonna
Pastor Stephanie Wood

696
Worship: Sunday at 9 a.m.
Sunday School: 10:15 a.m.

COMMUNITY LUTHERAN -

106 Third st S
Pastor Kristen Venne
5072564288
Worship:9:30 a.m. Sun,

Geneva

FIRST LUTHERAN - AFLC
503 Radel Ct.,
Pastor Richard Sliper

lendale

Men's Bible Study: 8 a.m. Saturday
Worship:9:a.m. Sunday
(Kids church-9 a.m. and
Confirmation- 10:15 a.m.)
Jesus and Me: 3:30-5 pm.

Tuesday & Thursday
Callto Prager: 7 p.m. Tuesday
Bible Study: 9:30 a.m. Wednesday
Wednesday School: 6:1
followed by Youth Group-

7pm
pm.
FIRST LUTHERAN - ELCA
434 First St. SW., Blooming Prairie
Senior Pastor: Rev. Heidi Heimgartner
r: Rev. Mike Walerius
3-6621
firstlutheranbp.com
Worship Service-9.a.m.
Sunday School- 10a.m.

FIRST LUTHERAN - LCMC
§953 SW 37th Ave., Hope Pastor
Sandy Miller
507-451-3854
Worship: 9 a.m. Sun.
Sunday School, Adult Ed
10:15a.m. Sun.

GOOD SHEPHERD

LUTHERAN - LCMS
2500 7th Ave. NE, Owatonna

Pastor Greg Schlicker

507-451-4125
goodshepherdowatonna.com
Worship: $.m.,915a.m. & 1030 am.
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m.

MOLAND LUTHERAN - ELCA
7618 NE 84th Ave, Kenyon
Pastor Nancy Edwardson
507-789-6661
Worship: 10:45 a.m. Sun.
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.

PONTOPPIDAN
LUTHERAN - ELCA
9651 SW 75th St., Ellendale
507-465-8366
Worship: 10:15 a.m. Sun.
Sunday School: 9:a.m. Sun.

REDEEMER LUTHERAN —
Lcms
1054 Truman Ave., Owatonna
Pastor Kirk Griebel
507-451-2720
Worship: 9.a.m. Sun.
Education Hour: 10:15 a.m. Sun.

RED OAK GROVE LUTHERAN
-ELCA
30456 Mower-Freeborn Road, Austin
Leandra Anderson, Pastor
507-583-2038 or 507-437-3000

www.roglutheran.org
Worship: 9a.m. Sun.

ST. JOHN'S LUTHERAN -
Lcms
E 84th Ave, Claremont
Pastor Alan Broadwell
507-528-2404
Worship: 10:30 a.m. Sun
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m.

ST. JOHN'S LUTHERAN -
LeMs
28959 630th Ave., Sargeant
Pastor Collin Duling
507-251-5568

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 19, 2020

Something's not q

driving with masks on
(by themselves - which
T'll never understand).
Then, as I walked
into the store I saw a
coldly displayed “masks
required” sign at the
entrance, followed by
the pleasant experience
of shopping mostly
with others whose eyes
darted away before I got
the chance to say hello.
All of this (of course)
capped off by staying
behind the intimidating
plexiglass shields in the
check-out lines before
leaving.

Such is the world
we live in. It seems on
the one hand, there
are moments (like my
morning) when you
can almost convince
yourself that “all is

Worship: 10:30 a.m. Sun.
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m.

ZION LUTHERAN - ELCA
7126 SW 98th St., Ellendale
Pastor: Rev. Dean Smith
Worship: 8:30 a.m. Sunday
8a.m. outdoors only, weather
permitting

OUR SAVIOR'S LUTHERAN
-ELCA

1909 St. Paul Road, Owatonna
Senior Pastor:
John Weisenburger
Associate Pastor: Lisa Carlson

Worship: 1015 .m. Sun 5074514853
e " Worship: 815 a.m- Traditional,
ST.JOHNLUTHERAN-ELCA 930 s.m.- Sunday School/Adult

1301 Lincoln Ave. Owatonna
Pastors Dave Klawiter
and Jacie Richmond
5074517293
stiohnowatonna.org
Worship: 5 p.m.
‘Thursday & Saturday;
8a.m. & 10:30 am. Sunday

Summer
Sam. &

a.m. Sunday

ST. MICHAEL'S LUTHERAN

30450 570th Ave., Waltham
Pastor Dy

Worship:

ST. PAUL'S LUTHERAN -

202E. Park Ave,, Hollandale
Pastor Jesse Krusemark
507-567-2272
Worship: 8:30 a.m. Sun.
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.

ST. PAUL'S LUTHERAN -

Worship: 9 a.m.

Education
10:45 2.m.- Contemporary

CATHOLIC

CHRIST THE KING
Second Ave. NW, Medford
507-451-6353
Father James Starasinich
Deacon Patrick Fagan
Mass: 5:30 p.m. Sat
Mass: 9 a.m. Mon. & Fri.

CHURCH OF ALL SAINTS
307 SW First St, New Richland
Father Brian Mulligan

50

Mass: 5 pm. Saturday

HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC
CHURCH OF LITOMYSL
9946 SE 24th Ave Owatonna

Father John Wilmot
507-583-2784
wwwlitomyslwebs.com
Sunday Mass at §:30 a.m
Litomys! Finance Council
2nd Thursday
Litomysl Pastoral Council
2nd Thursday every

other month

weather permitting

TRINITY LUTHERAN - ELCA
609 Lincoln Ave, Owatonna
507-451-4520
tlcowatonna.org
Senior Pastor: Rev. Todd Buegler
Associate Pastor: Rev. Amanda Floy
Deacon: Kris Oppegard
Worship: 5 p.m. Saturday; 815 a.m.,
930am. & 1045a.m

Sunday School:
#152.m. &9:30am.

TRINITY LUTHERAN - ELCA
104 First St. SE., Hayfield
Pastor Paul Hauschild
507-477-2248

Li
cancelled for 2020
SACRED HEART CATHOLIC
150 NE Second St., Hayfield
Father John Wilmot
507-477-2256
Mass: 5 p.m. Saturday
Reconciliation: 3:45 pm Saturday

SACRED HEART PARISH

Father John Sauer Parochial Vicar
507-451

wwwsacredheartowatonna org
Mass: 5 pm. Saturday;
8:30a.m. &10a.m. Sun.

Spanish Mass: 11:45 a.m. Sun.
Daily Mass: 715 a.m

Worship: §2.m. & 10:302.m. §
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m.

TRINITY LUTHERAN - LCMS
108 Third Ave. SW., Medford
Pastor Mark Biebighauser
507-451-0447
Worship: Sunday 9 a.m. in Sanctuary
‘Wednesday 6:30 p.m. outdoor south
side lawn, bring lawn chairs

TRINITY LUTHERAN - LCMS
57043 300th St., Waltham
Pastor Jesse Krusemark

pm.Sat.
Adoration: 8 a.m. - 10 p.m. Thurs

ST. COLUMBANUS
CATHOLIC
114 E. Main St Blooming Prairie
Father John Wilmot
507-583-2784
wwwstcolumbanuschurch.com
Mass: 10:30 a.m. Sunday
Reconciliation: 9 a.m.
First Friday

Saturday
ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC
PARISH

5125. Elm Ave., Owatonna

right in the world.” No
masks, no fears, no
sickness, no worries.
Until you get a glimpse
of a mask (again) or

a “drive thru only”
sign again that serves
as a subtle reminder
that something really
is broke. And while

its not the end of the
world (yet), it reminds
you that the world is
not how it ultimately
should be.

And while I wouldn't
go so far as to use the
word “thankful,” this is
a profound reminder of
how the Bible describes
the constant state of the
world since the fall in
Genesis 3. Romans 8:20
says that all creation
has been “groaning”
since sin first entered

Father James Starasinick
Deacon Patrick Fagan
507-451-4845
Saturday Mass: 4 pm.
Sunday Mass: 8 & 10a.m.
Reconciliation: 3-3:30 p.m. Sat

ly Mass
$am. Tues., Wed. & Fri
(Communion Service 8 a.m. Thursday)
Adoration Chapel available
Mon. - Fri.7a.m. - 5:30 pm.
Key fob required after hours or

weekends

CHRISTIAN

CHRIST COMMUNITY

the world. Which sim-
ply means that while on
one level you can enjoy
so much (nature, rela-
tionships, good health,
well behaved kids) and
think “this is great!” It’s
only a matter of time
before something goes
‘wrong (natural disas-
ters, racial tensions, a
positive cancer screen-
ing, or strained fam-

ily relationships) and
you're reminded again
that something is broke
in our world.

The good news
though, is how reali-
ties like these ought to
make us long for the
day that Revelation 21
predicts where we're
told there will be no
more death, or mourn-
ing, or crying, or pain;

CEDAR CREEK
30E. Main St, Hayfeld
Pastor Aaron de Neui
507-477-2255
www.cedarcreekchurch.org
Worship: 10a.m. Sun.

DESTINY CHRISTIAN
2515 Harvest Lane NW, Owatonna
Pastors Rich and Amy Pettet

507-456-

wwwdestinycc.org
Worship: 9 a.m. Sunday
630-7:30 pan. Istand 3rd
Wednesday

ELEVATION NORTH
2002 Austin Road, Owatonna
Pastor Doug Jones
507-363-3099

540SE 18th St, Owatonna

Dr. V. Brent Carlson, Pastor
507-451-1032

Worship:9a.m.§

Sunday Connections: 10:15 a.m.

PENTECOSTAL

FIRST UNITED
PENTECOASTAL
230 Locust Ave, Owatonna
Pastor Eliazar Talamantes

Worship: 10 a.m. Sunday;
630 p.m. Wednesday

METHODIST

BLOOMING GROVE UNITED
METHODIST
43089 150th St Medford (Seven
miles west of Medford on CR 23)
Pastors J] & Stefanie Morgan
507-835-8726
Worship: 8:30 a.m. Sun.
Sunday School: 9:45.a.m.

ELLENDALE UNITED
METHODIST
200 Sixth St. NW, Ellendale Pastor
Randy Cirksena
507-684-2731
wwwellendaleumc.org
Worship: 10:30 2.m. Sun.
Sunday School: 9:15 am

OWATONNA UNITED
METHODIST
815 E. University, Owatonna
Rev. Lisa J. Vick
Pastor
507-451-4734
wiw.owatonnaume.org

“Traditional Worship (Pathways):
9a.m. Sunday

NON-
DENOMIN

blogspot.com

p & Faith

uite right...

and where Jesus from
his throne will say:
“Behold, I am making
everything new!”

So next time you see
a “masks required”
sign, or have to yell
through the plexiglass
shield at Walmart just
so the cashier can hear
what you're saying,
don't just be frustrated
that the world is broken
because of our sin. Also
be reminded that those
who look to Jesus to
forgive them of their
sin, are in for better
days ahead when Christ
finally returns and
makes all things right
again. I pray you know
this Jesus personally
so that you too can look
ahead with this certain
and unshakable hope.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
PO. Box 66, Claremont
5075282320
Pastor Douglas Walters
102.m. Worship

SEVENTH-DAY
ADVENTIST

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
2373 Seventh Ave. NE, Owatonna
Pastor Brian Beavers

5-4032
Worship: 11 a.m. Sat.
Bible Stud: 9:30 a.m. Sat.

Worship (English): 10 a.m. Sun. uce

Sunday School: 10:30a.m.

Vorsh h): 2 p.m. Sun UNITED
Bible Study: 6:30 p.m. Wednesday CCHURCH OF CHRIST

Spanish Evangelism & Prayer:
7 pm. Friday
NEW BEGINNINGS
332 14th St NE,, Owatonna
Pastors Scott & Joan Peterson

Worship: 10 a.m. Sun

SIMPLE CHURCH
515 NW 22nd Ave., Owatonna
(Country Goods building across the
freeway from Cabela’s)
Pastor Todd Lundgren
507-451-5661

Worship: 9:30 a.m. Sun.
Bible Study: 7 p.m. Wednesday

MENNONITE

PRAIRIE MENNONITE
13638 750th St., Blooming Prairic
Bishop Denni:

Martin
Worship: 10:30 a.m. Sun.
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.

Prayer Meeting: 730 p.m. Wed

THE CHURCH OF JESUS
CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY
SAINTS
104 315t St NW, Austin
Bishop Rick Bremner
507-433-9042
Worship: 9 a.m. Sun.

PRESBYTERIAN

ASSOCIATED CHURCH
Presbyterian Church (USA) and
United Church of Christ

8

211 Main St. 5, Medford
Rev. Richard Waters
507-451-4596
Worship: 10a.m. Sun.

ASSEMBLY OF GOD

VIBRANT LIFE ASSEMBLY
OF GOD
702 Third st ., Ellendale
Pastor Patrick Stitt
507-684-3421
wwwibrantlifeag com
Worship: 10:30 2.m. Sun.
Church: 10:30 a.m. Sun.

BAPTIST

FIRST BAPTIST
104 First Ave. NE, Blooming Prairie
Pastor Matt Fennell
5075832673

Worship: 10 a.m. Sun.
&6:30 p.m. Wednesday
Sunday School: 9 a.m.

Bible Study: 11:30 a.m. Sun

FIRST BAPTIST (Owatonna’s
oldest church)

123 E. Main St, Owatonna
Pastor Carla Nelson
507-272.9834
wwwirstbaptistowatonna.com
Fellowship: 9:30 a.m. Sun.
Worship: 10:30 2.m. Sun.

BETHEL BAPTIST

1611 Hemlock Ave. Owatonna

Pastor Michael Simmerman
507-451-8548

Owatonna 507-451-1546
wwwassociatedchurchorg

BRIDGES OF HOPE
COMMUNITY
130 W. Bridge St Owatonna
Pastor Keith Haskell
507-215-2249
Worship: 10a.m. Sun.
Biblestudy: 9 a.m. Sun.
Reformers Unanimous Meetings:
7 pum. Friday

(Call for a catalog to view in the comfort
of your home. We are here to help you
create your monument by email or phone.

Monument
LEGACY MONUM
Leon's Cell 507-456-7864

Lori's Cell 507-456-3735
landlbo@gmail.com

o
LEON & LORI BOHLMAN

LERBERG’S
FITNESS
CENTER

& CARWASH

118 5th Ave.
Ellendale

507-684-2471

ien
505 mas

Burl&i?

Sunday Worship: 9 a.n
(Fellowship, Church School, and
Adult Discussions follow)
‘Wednesday Activities: Sept - May
(see website for schedule)

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
109 E. Main St., Hayfield
Pastor Kirk Johnston
5074772631

Worship: 9:30 a.m. Sun.

com
Worship: 9 a.m. & 10:30.2.m. Sunday

ASSEMBLY OF GOD

VICTORY LIFE
105 2nd St NE Geneva
Pastor Diane Butler
507-402-0960

Worship on Sundays

Prayer Service: 7:30 a.m.
Church Service: 9:30 a.m.
Children's Church: 9:45 a.m.

CLAREMONT
Zumr SERVICE CENTER
Service Center:
507-528-2233
After Hours Towing:
507-456-4158
111 Front Street
P.O. Box 282
Claremont, MN

Johnson, Doerhoefer
& Miner P.A.

Ceted i scoment Tamzen R. Johnson

Locally Owned & Operated

237 Hwy. Ave. S.
Blooming Prairie

507-583-6671

Owatopna

“Creating Your Story in Stone”

1180 Frontage Rd E - Owatonna
507-455-9551

www.owatonnagranite.com

FLOOR
TECH)

507-583-2276

£
FARMERS
INSURANCE
Mike Bishman
121 W. Broadway St.
Owatonna

507-451-0193

REALIFE

Vibrant Living For
Individuals 55 & Older
at a Reasonable Price

Call Jon Amett @
455-3735 for a tour
236 22nd St. SE - Owatonna

ALLEYVIEW OF OWATONNA

1212 W Frontage Rd Owatoma, MN

507-451-0722
valleyviewofowatonna.com
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HEATING & COOLING uc

FREEBORN COUNT),
CO-OP OIL

SERVING SOUTH CENTRAL MN

Phone number: (507) 433-5652
Arens Heating and Cooling, LLC.
103 3rd Street SE Austin, MN 55912
(Located on Oakland Avenue)

DESIGN BP'S *®
NEW WATER
TOWER LOGO

Blooming Prairie Public Utilities would
like to take this opportunity to announce to
any local Blossom that would be interested
in submitting a design of their own creation
to represent the community and become
the new logo on the upcoming new water
tower. There is no prize offering, but the
winner will have the rewarding satisfaction
of having their vision of our community
being enjoyed by both residents and
visitors alike for decades to come.

We work hard for you in all seasons.

SUMMER FILL LP

.19° CASH

1-800-658-2502
HERE’S MY CARD

ACCOUNTING AUTOMOBILE CLEANING
507-455-0388 BIZZY ‘BE.E. CLEANING LLC
Fax: 507-455-0486

§
REPAIR K

Anyone interested is
invited to submit any

questions or designs to
E’TJBLIC Jerry Mausbach at
UTILITIES (507) 583-6683 or

jerry@bppu.net.

Johnson, Doerhoefer
& Miner PA.

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS
ACCOUNTING AND TAX SERVICES FOR 870 32nd Ave. NW
SMALL BUSINESS AND INDIVIDUALS Owatonna, MN 55060
314 East Main St., Blooming Praire | S07-583-7528 | Fax: 507-583-2389 Al e T

Mike Hartle
Owner

CLEANING COLLISION

Home, Office and Q=01 e et owort rgmgmy-— Wl J. A, Gwilt Siders, Inc.
o Post-construction ) = Siding, Windows, Gutters, Roofing & Decks
U Cleaning VG Call 507-456-1504
[ ° for your FREE

Karen Marquardt, estimates!
Owner Collision Serving Steele County
-440-92. g
507-440-9245 Specialists Inc for 20 years.
Hme eaning simplytidyclean@yahoo.com e i
N www.csiaustinmn.com 507.437.2837 Known for our exceptional quality of material and labor.

CONSTRUCTION EXCAVATING GARBAGE SERVICE

’ Johg‘son Construction SEPTIC SYSTEMS . cor2ssisn nstataion SI(IHIEIMIII ENTERPRISES

oUEMN  Sanitation & Recycling S
Tree Service e B ISHOP = OIS B coms eS0T
Tree & Stump Removal Trimming & Topping +Tree Moving i s = RESIDENTIAL  COMMERCIAL » INDUSTRIAL
Lot Clearing * BackhoeSkidloader » Hauling General Construction | EXCAVATING, INC. - Sanitation & Recycling Services

* EXCAVATION  * BASEMENTS * Roll-Offs & Dumpsters

24 Hr. Emergency Services * Year Round Work * Licensed & Insured « Demouiorion + Dozer Wonk  Rubbish & Garbage Removal

KYLE JOHNSON » 507-583-7592 5 N Commercial & Residential Sitework Contact Skjeveland Enterprises today!
AUSTIN & BLOOMING PRAIRIE Aegrgaies - Hasd EW“ES@?E.%??Z?@ 9 507-528-9900

GRANITE & MONUMENT LANDSCAPING ORTHODONTIC SPECIALIST

PL Landscap|ng

'ORTHODONTIC SPECIALIST FREE CONSULTATION
Ow, na v ~ Patios ~ Retaining Walls ~
P & von e ) Bl o= WaterDraliagels

"Creating Your ~ Landscaping ~
STORY in STONE" Beautifying Your

N John and Barb
# 1180 Frontage Rd E - Owatonna inand B2

507-696-71 76
«Q 507-455-9551

® www.owatonnagranite.com

PET HAVEN
CEMETERY, INC.

“Professional Cremation and Burial Sevice for your loving pet” w PIEPHO ROOFING,INC
Larry & Donna Bennett Shorty & Sue Schroh www.worlein.com Unparalleled Service
4151 N. City Rd. 45 -
Owatonna, MN 55060 watonn:
(507)451-2203 Cell: 507-456-: 3561 (507) 455-3204]
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Fi refighte rs battle smo kg mess
BY LESTRUD  BP Fire Chief Dean
STAFF WRITER Naatz said it is believed
alightning strike
Four area fire de- caused the fire. He said
partments from Bloom- the buildings were not
ing Prairie, Ellendale, powered, nor was gas
Geneva and Hayfield serving the buildings.
fought an afternoon fire Naatz said he was in
on Aug. 12 ication with
at 636 East Main St. in the State Fire Mar-
Blooming Prairie. shal’s office and it was
Fire burned two determined that a visit
commercial buildings by the Fire Marshall
owned by Davin John- was not needed.
son of Blooming Prai- The buildings were a
rie. Johnson specializes  total loss, Naatz said.
in roofing and siding. Two vehicles, a
The buildings, 30x70  dump truck and a Ford
and 26 x 40, reportedly Ranger, were in the
were used for cold stor- buildings at the time of
age. One building was the fire. Several loud
metal and the other, pops were heard as the
called the old depot, was  fire raged on into the
of wood and metal. afternoon. Johnson said
Black smoke bil- he believed the sounds
lowed into the skies just ~ were the explosion of
east of Highway 218and  the vehicle gas tanks.
Main Street. The alarm Naatz praised the
‘was sounded at about work of the firefighters
2:10 p.m. Nobody was in who responded to the
the building at the time.  call. He said 43 firefight-
Lightning strikes ers responded to the fire.
at about 1:15 p.m. were “Mutual aid is a wonder-
STAFFPHOTO BY HOWARD LESTRUD  reported in Blooming ful thing,” he remarked.

7
S

Black smoke darkened the sky in Blooming Prairie Wednesday, Aug. 12 when a fire was reported at commercial
storage buildings owned by area roofer Davin Johnson.

Prairie during the early
afternoon Wednesday.

SEE FIREFIGHTERS, B2

STAFF PHOTO BY HOWARD LESTRUD
Fire on Aug. 12in Prairie two ial buildings
owned by Davin Johnson. Fire departments from Blooming Prairie, Ellendale,

PHOTO COURTESY PAMELA LUIAN
Once most of the smoke cleared, it became evident the devastation caused by the
fire. About 25,000 gallons of water was used Wednesday and Thursday to bring the
fire under control. No one was hurt in the blaze.

Geneva and Hayfield fought the fire.

Various candidates file for local,

school races

BY RICK BUSSLER the four Steele County bent mayor Thomas A.
PUBLISHER communities while Kuntz. Medford Mayor
the fourth city isup for ~ Lois Nelson is being
Several races are grabs without anyone challenged by Danny
shaping up for various filing. In Blooming Robert Thomas. No
city and school board Prairie, Tom Blome one filed for mayor
seats for the will b ingin-  in where
general election after cumbent mayor Curtis Russ Goette currently
filings closed Aug. 11. Esplan. In Owatonna, serves in the top spot.
There will be may- Ethan Cords has filed Various council
oral races in three of to run against incum- seats have also gar-

nered interest from
community members.
In Blooming Prai-

rie, four people have
filed for two open
council seats. They
are Greg Johnson,
Trevor Kruckeberg,

SEE VARIOUS, B3

Hobby turns into store for pet lovers

BY RICK BUSSLER doesn’t sell any dogs
PUBLISHER or cats, he carries sup-
plies for all animals.
ver since Benjamin's favor-
E Barry Ben- ite is fresh water fish.
jamin was In fact, he has had
5 years old, he has as many as 42 fish
been breeding ani- tanks in his home
mals, primarily fish.  at one time over the
‘What started out for years. “Ilike fish a
him as a hobby has lot,” he stressed. “It’s
now turned into his so peaceful watching
very own pet store. them,” he said. He
Benjamin opened noted research has
Happy Tails Pet Store  shown watching fish
in the Medford Outlet ~ can lower blood pres-
Mall in late March sure. “That’s pretty
just as the COVID-19 awesome,” he says.
pandemic took hold “Tknow where my
across the state. He fish and birds come
was fortunate to be from,” Benjamin said.
able to stay open “Everything else I
because pet stores breed at the store.”
were considered Rabbits have
essential because of been very popular
animal food. to the point of where
The store offers Benjamin can't keep
reptiles, snakes, am- up with the demand.
phibians, fresh water He purchases rab-
fish, rodents, rabbits bits from area 4-H
and birds. Benjamin members to keep
even has live mice, up his inventory. “It
rats and insects. “The helps them put mon-
ones that people try ey back into their
to keep out of their projects,” he said.

house,” he says with

achuckle. While he

SEE HOBBY TURNS, B3

Dexter Benjamin, 5, loves to help his father,
Barry, out at Happy Tails Pet Store in Medford.
Dexter is shown with some bearded dragons
climbing on his shirt. Barry Benjamin opened
the pet store in late March during COVID-19.

STAFF PHOTO BY RICK BUSSLER

Shea refuses PAC,
corporate donations in
quest for state house

Tom Shea,
candidate for
State Rep-
resentative
in District
24A, hasan-
nounced that
his campaign
will not accept
PAC contribu-
tions (Political
Action Committee) or
corporate donations to
his campaign.

“The reliance on PAC
and special interest
money by candidates is
a significant factor in

Tom Shea

the corrosion
of our elective
systems,” Shea
said. “Our
campaign will
rely solely on
individual
contributions,
local party
donations, and
public financ-
ing,” he added.

“Due to the Covid-19
pandemic, this election
will be very unique, and
hopefully one of a kind,”

SEE SHEA REFUSES PAC, B2

Helping students
transition back
to school

Steele Talkin®
BOBBI MATHERN

People, by nature,
thrive in predictable
and structured envi-
ronments. COVID-19
has shaken this sense of
security and we are all
grasping for some sense
of normalcy and some
sense of predictability.
People, by nature, are
also quite adaptable and

resilient. We are able to
find ways to process the
loss of what was, adapt
to changes in circum-
stances, and find new
ways to enjoy life.

In all years past,
that we can remember,
this has been the time
of year when students
and parents are enjoy-
ing summer vacations,
going to fairs, spending
time with friends or
family, and getting ready
for the return to school.
This year is different
in so many ways. Many
students are yearning
to return to normalcy;
to see their friends, to
learn new things, to play
sports, to have a routine.

SEE HELPING STUDENTS, B3
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EDA visits new
Medford businesses

Members of the Medford EDA welcome three

new businesses to Medford. They are Rad Zoo,
Happy Tails and Bella Vita Salon, all located in
the Medford Outlet Mall. Top: Rad Zoo, from

left, Board members Bryan Duncan, Chair Tom
Heisler, Mary Cronin, Mayor Lois Nelson and owner
Jamie Pastika. Pastika and Melissa moved to the
UltraOutlets shortly after the first of the year from
County Road 45 North of Owatonna. Their grand
opening coincided with the COVID Shutdown.
They have an expanded merchandise area, new
creatures and air conditioning. They are opened
weekday mornings and by appointment, but

are resuming full days Thursday-Sunday now. A
great place to bring the family or schedule special
parties. Bottom: Bella Vita Salon, from left: EDA
Board Member Mary Cronin, Mayor Lois Nelson,
owner Darla and Heather Terpstra, and Chair Tom
Heisler. The salon moved back to the center in
November after spending some time in Faribault.
Business was going well prior to the COVID and
declaration of closing all salons. Reopened once

Come shop Medford

to give you even more foot in length-is avail-
ideas! able. Barry assured me
At UltraOutlets, it only has to feed every
4 you will find plenty of two weeks. Bunny rab-
MAYOR parking spaces. Each bits of various breeds
LOIS NELSON store has its own en- and sizes are looking
trance so you can shop for homes. Of course, a
and visit safely. A few great assortment of pet
are limiting a number food will keep your pets
of shoppers at any one healthy and happy.
Here is a special time with sales asso- Second stop was Dar-
invitation as we are in ciates outside to greet la Terpstra at Bella Vita
this month of August — you and sharing the Salon. She is busy with
Come SHOP Medford! day’s specials. All are clients catching up on
Even with school requiring masks as we haircuts, colors and all
days schedule still all follow state guide- the tender loving care
questionable, all family  lines with the goal of she and her daughter
SUBMITTED PHOTOS ‘members have grown keeping everyone safe can assist you.
during these summer while enjoying your Our third stop was
months. You have done  shopping experience. Jamie and Melissa
a good job of getting Great back to school Pastiche at the new
through drawers and sales and fall wear RADZOO with an
closets and may just await. Several stores expanded merchandise
need a few items. You also have displays on area and creatures to
have kept paint suppli- the sidewalks out front entertain all the people
ers busy with freshen- so you can take your in your family. They
ing up the walls of your  time and enjoy the fresh  are returning to full
homes. air too. day, regular visiting
Alan and Matthew Our Economic hours Thursday-Sun-
and their helpful staffs Development Authority day. Other weekdays
are ready to offer (EDA) board mem- have varying hours. All
assistance - whether bers welcomed our three sites have regular
anew single item or a newest stores Aug. 12. postings on their own
room full of furniture. First stop was Barry Facebook pages.
Check out Ashley Fur- Benjamin at Happy UltraOutlets website:
niture and Furniture Tails Pet Store. His https://www.ultraout-
Mart along the West inventory of assorted lets.com/ also confirms
Frontage road. A great  fish is still increasing, store hours and current
inventory of furniture along with assorted specials.
and new, seasonal reptiles-big and little. Downtown Medford
items are A still to-b d boa has the two salons-Full

again with safeguards in place and working to
catch up with all their clients.

throughout the stores

constrictor-about six

Service Station and

Magic Shear Salon
where you can call for
an appointment. Jeri
‘Wencl at Glitzy Fash-
ions has a great sale
underway for party
dresses-whether teens,
young adults, wedding
attendants and moth-
ers, you are sure to
find something. Closed
Wednesdays. Hours
available on Facebook
or by appointment.

Of course, don’t leave
our downtown without
stopping at Grampa’s
Meats for their world-fa-
mous tri-tips or other
meat selections to share
around your table
during the week.

Thank you for
including us on your
shopping tour. All of
us in Medford welcome
you while encouraging
you to keep sanitizer
on hand, washing your
hands, respecting social
distancing and wearing
facemasks. Stay safe
and healthy!

Lois M. Nelson
currently serves as
mayor of Medford.
She is running for
re-election this fall.
She can be reached at
dinelson1167@q.com
or 507-390-4553.

BP Council approves contract
for long-range planning

BY HOWARD LESTRUD a compensation study. oping plan with infor- can contribute toward
STAFF WRITER Cost to do the four ‘mation about upcoming the cost of a project.
plans will be $23,400. projects including the A compensation
By a unanimous vote, The long-term capital  scope of the projects and study is a comprehen-
the Blooming Prairie improvement plan will including a time frame sive approach to deter-
City Council ataregular  provide a schedule that in which they willoccur.  mine if the employees of
meeting on Aug. 10 vot- with guide the city in A utility rate study Blooming Prairie Pubic
ed to approve a contract replacing capital equip- ties in closely with the Utilities are being com-
FIREFIG HTERs- b a ttle with Abdo, Eick & Mey- ment such as vehicles, debt management plan.  pensated proportionate-
. ers to create a long-term lawn mowers, pumps, ‘With the information 1y to other cities.
capital improvement turnout gear and many provided to the firm, Langholz recom-
SmOky 11ESS rromer plan, debt management other items. it will be able to de- mends using city
plan and to perform a A debt management termine where sewer reserves to pay for the
Blooming Prai- lenge to the firefight- utility rate study. plan will assist the city and storm sewer rates planning costs.
rie dispatched 18 ers. He said the wood The contract covers in determining when should be set and how The original cost of
firefighters to the “really absorbs the along-term capital larger projects should oc-  they will need to change  the planning studies
call. Geneva had six water.” He said more improvement plan, a cur. City Administrator over time to ensure that ~ was $29,500. Discounts
firefighters on duty, than 25,000 gallons debt management plan, Andrew Langholz will enterprise funds are brought the final total
Ellendale sent 9 fire- of water were used to autility rate study and provide the firm a devel- financially sound and t0 $23,400.
fighters and Hayfield fight the fire.
sent 10 to the scene. Nikki Ryks who
Blooming Prairie resides just west of the *
used its ladder truck fire location said she s" EA REFUSES PAc Corp Orate don atlons
to help extinguish was watching “Gun-
the fire. Naatz said smoke” on television ln queStf or Sta te house FROMB1
the department was when she looked out-
called back to the side and saw a foggy Shea said. “There will have contributed to our with individual voters, site, TomShea.com/con-
scene at 12:30 a.m. sky. She then realized be no door to door cam- campaign, which will organizations or groups  tact or call 507-451-9716.
Thursday, Aug. 13 that fire was raging paigning by myself or allow us to connect with  of voters such as book Shea, former State
when some hot spots to the southeast of her volunteers, there willbe  votes in a physically clubs and coffee clutch- Representative and
reappeared. residence. no literature drops,and  distant way.” es. Shea will also be Steele County Commis-
Chief Naatz said Area departments no in person meetings Shea indicated that available for phone con- sioner, is challenging
heavy timber part of helped haul water by our campaign. It has his campaign will be versations. To schedule John Petersburg for the
one of the buildings, from the city’s water been most gratifying offering Zoom meetings  a meeting with Shea, House seat from Steele
caused a slight chal- supply at the fire hall. that 128 individuals to personally connect go to the campaign web and Waseca counties.

<)o

~.4

22

ear Motor Medics,
D | am the proud owner of a 2005
Dodge Grand Caravan that has
had at least 6 sets of brakes on it.
Mind you | only have 130k miles on
the vehicle. You may think it is just
my heavy foot resting on the brake
pedal with that kind of replacement
history, but | have owned it since new
and the first set lasted for 90k miles.
The Front have only been changed
three times, but it is the back that give
me the trouble. The passenger side
rear keeps sticking and at night they
sometimes glow red they are so hot.
Kyle in Larchwood lowa
Ouch! That is way too many brake jobs
for any vehicle in that low mileage. Un-
less you are doing some heavy towing or
riding the brakes, they should not need
more than a few sets of brakes in that
time on average. When you say the rear
has been replaced that many times but
the front only three It makes us won-
der about the shape of the rear system
other than just the pads and rotors. The
brake calipers and caliper brackets must
all move freely, and the brake hoses all
need to be in good shape. If any of these
components have failed it will lead to
repeat brake failure. Check with the me-
chanic doing the repairs and ask what
parts have been replaced and make sure
that all of the components have been
checked.
Take care, The Motor Medics

FOR ENTERTAINME!

ASK THE

ZMOTOR MEDICS’
57 Ghannon Yeosdsliom i
e 55 &/Mu'_

&) =

Come vi

ear Motor Medics,

DI drive a 2005 Chevy Uplander
with 350k miles on the odom-
eter. | have owned it since new and
have only done regular maintenance
like spark plugs and filters, tires, and
brakes. No major engine work, not
even a water pump in all these years.
| am wondering how much longer it
can go. Is it a time bomb just waiting
to leave me stranded on the roadside?
What big items make these cars fail

and what can | do to keep it going?
Phil in Bottineau North Dakota
That s a good life for this model vehicle.
The Uplander is a great platform and we
usually see the body outlast the drivetrain
with many of our own customers replacing
a transmission or engine or both before
they reach 200k miles. Your 350k is an
exception to the norm. You obviously
have been doing a good job of changing
fluids and filters and driving the car with
care or else you would not have come
this far. As for what you can do to keep it
running, keep doing what you have been
and keep those fingers crossed. One of
the most common failures on this engine
is the intake gaskets or head gaskets. It
really is an expensive fix and many peo-
ple will add a bottle of KSeal which helps
prevent future leaks in a cooling system
to help keep the car on the road a little

longer. Good luck Phil.

Take care, The Motor Medics

LET THESE SPONSORS KNOW YOU APPRECIATE THESE COLUMNS!
ONLY. ALWAYS CONSULT YOUR LOCAL SHOP AND FOLLOW ALL SAFETY PROCEDURES BEFORE REP
e at underthehoodshow.com

t the Motor Med

Bruce Freerksen
(507)273-9110

brucovithschaefforoil
West Concord, M

L&D Recycling, ind

Scrap Iron & Motals

N
4

Now using PPG Waterborne Paml 10

STAY HAPPY
www klppysau\o com
com 507-45

fharlro & AI K\plnn
1-8989

AUTO * HOME * LIFE * BUSINESS

Insurance INSURANCE

Jacob Simons
President

507.361.7556

jacob@allinsb.com

2518 Superior Dr NW Suite 101A
Rochester, MN 55901

Colllson Cenlev
7007t S, Cicle SE Kasson
Lo o

24 hour towing
Free Written Estimates
All Work Guaranteed
Complete Paint & Bodywork
Auto Glass Repairs
Vinyl Roof & Seat Repairs

704 7th St Circle Se * 634-4633

o Cei

Boe A

115 Highway 56 N. West Concord

507-527-2241

www.boeautocenter.com

Darrick Schewe, Owner

583-9994

Located in Napa Auto Parts Building
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Owatonna offers mix of in-person

and distance learning

Elstad unveils learming models for upcoming school year

BY RICK BUSSLER Grades 6-12 will take In making the daily health screening
PUBLISHER part in a hybrid learn- announcement, Elstad at home prior to send-
ing model of two days of  said the school used the ing their child to school.

Instruction at Owa- in-person learning and most current health “Parents must keep
tonna Schools will fea- three days of distance data provided by the students who are ill at 4 i
ture in-person learning  learning per week. Minnesota Department home,” Elstad stresses. STAFF PHOTO BY RICK BUSSLER
for younger students 3 of Health and local pub- Some families have It is a father-son dual at Happy Tails Pet Store
and a hybrid version lic health agencies. chosen to participate in in Medford. With a critter climbing around his
of both in-person and Elstad said the dis- full-time distance learn- shoulder, Barry Benjamin operates the store with
distance learning for trict used five goals to ing, which the school help from his 5-year-old son, Dexter.
older Kids. determine a safe start: will accommodate by as- . . .

On Monday after- — Prioritize the safety ~ signinga certified teach- “I'love it. H onest[y, it's fulfilli ng
noon, Superintendent of students and staff er for their instruction. "

Jeff Elstad released the — Prioritize in-person  Enrollment in distance every day
school’s specific plans learning, especially for learning will require a
for the new school year. | younger learners commitment of at least L.

In late July, Gov. Tim / — Consider infectious- one full semester. Barry Benjamin
Walz announced that lo- s ness and transmission “We know that this Happy Tails Pet Owner
cal schools could make N | riskamongdifferentages  school year may be
up their own plans for Jeff Elstad - Support planning, anything but ordinary
the school year based while permitting flexi- and traveling into the .
on the unique situations “It is important to bility for districts unknown is sometimes HOBBY TU RNs' FROMBL
facing each district. know that this starting - Take into account frustrating and over-

Owatonn’s elemen- model may be in effect disease prevalence at a whelming,” Elstad said. As a customer them,” he said.
tary schools will begin for at least the first local level. “Through the unknown, walked in last week, ‘While Benjamin, 37,
the school year with quarter of the school When students are we are committed to pro- Benjamin’s miniature admits it's the worst
face-to-face instruction year,” Elstad said. on campus, face cover- viding the safest and best Pinscher dog raced to time to open a business
five days a week with “Trends in COVID-19 ings will be required educational experience the front door barking in 100 years since the
reduced class sizes and cases may result in ad- for students in kinder- for all of our students.” loudly. “Very friendly Great Depression, he
creative utilization of justments in the learn- garten. Parents will be For more information, door man coming has found it to be a
space, Elstad said. ing model,” he added. required to conduct a go to www.isd761.0rg. around, just loud,” rewarding venture.

jamin yelled out to “I'm still smiling,
the customer. “He just just behind a mask
o 111, likes to greet people.”  right now,” he said. “T

HELPING STUDENTS: transition back to school sown estogreetpeople”  ightnow, hesald.

pandemic has left for anything,” he added.
Many parents are wish- ing using substances to Parents canalsohelp  tocope and make the most people shuttered Besides having pets
ing for the same things self-medicate. Parents kids and teens by listen-  best of what they have. at home, it has been as a hobby, Benjamin
for their kids. can seek support from ing to their experiences Parents can engage good for the pet indus-  also worked for an-

If you are a parent of other adults who un- and validating their in regular contact with try, Benjamin said. other pet store in the
astudent this year, you derstand what they are emotions. Your children  teachers and the school. Because people are at area and at the Rad
may be wondering what  going through. Parents and teenagers have un- This will give the mes- home more, they are Zoo, which recently
you can do to help your can seek professional doubtedly experienceda  sage to their children/ flocking out to buy relocated to the Med-
child or teen adjust to supports as well, such wide range of emotions teens that there are fish tanks, lizards ford Outlet Center.
this unprecedented as therapy or NAMI over the last six months.  adults in their lives who and other animals. ‘While it has nothing
school year. First, it is groups. Ask open ended ques- are working together “People find comfort to do with pets, Ben-
important to know that Maintaining struc- tions and encourage in their best interest. It in animals,” he said. jamin has a degree in
whatever decision you ture and routine in your  them to talk. Remember  will also allow for com- “Ilove it. Honestly, chemical engineering
make regarding your own life will inevitably to share with them the munication about any it's fulfilling every from Minnesota State
children’s schooling is provide structure and message that all of their ~ mental health concerns day,” Benjamin says University Mankato.
okay. You have been routine in your chil- feelings make sense. that either the parent or of owning a pet store. He graduated from
put in a position like dren’s and teenager’s Honor their experiences  school staff may notice. “It's a job that T have Owatonna High
none other with having lives. We all need to by listening without Signs that your child fun at every day. I School in 2001.
to choose whether to have consistency and judgment. or teen may need pro- can’t imagine any- Benjamin’s 5-year-
send your children to balance with sleep, Parents can read fessional help: Hopeless- thing else after this.” old son, Dexter, enjoys
school or keep them nutrition, exercise, books with their ness, lack of motivation, Asked what in- helping out at the pet
home. Every person is leisure time, work time, children about corona- insomnia or hypersom- trigues him the most store. “He can feed
different, every family screen time, alone time,  virus and how to cope. nia, significant changes about pets, Benjamin everybody,” Benjamin
is different, and there and social time. It is ‘The website nycdoe. in appetite, separation responded, “Each said. “It’s awesome,
is no right or wrong important to balance libguides.com has anxiety, excessive fears, animal has its own miniature me,” he said
choice that fits all. productivity and rest, several easy to access avoidance of activities, personality, even looking at his son.

Secondly, it is vital and to put things in and free eBooks about inability to function, fish.” He finds reptiles Happy Tails is
that parents take careof  place to keep these two coronavirus inmultiple  using substances, more affectionate than  open Monday through
their own mental health.  things separate. For ing in self-harm, small animals. “They Saturday except
Thisisadifficult timeto  example, set up space Parents can talk with  suicidal thoughts. just want the heat off Tuesdays from 10 a.m.
be a parent. There are in the home to be used kids and teens about Professional help such of you. You are just a to 6 p.m. and Sundays
increased worries and only for schooling or their own experiences as therapy and medica- big warm branch to from 11a.m. to5 p.m.
increased responsibili- work. Set a schedule and how they have been tion are
ties. Youth look to adults  ahead of time for work able to work through available via telehealth
to learn how to respond and leisure activities, problems (without (through the computer
to situations. When allowing for breaksand  oversharing, which or phone) to assure safe- E I e ct
parents practice good transition times. Take could cause increased ty from the virus.
self-care and balance note that most people fears in youth). Parents Try to stay positive.
in their own lives, their are spending a lot more can share with their ‘We will get through
children learn thisas a time on electronic de- children and teenagers this!
way to manage stressas  vices than usual. While ~ why they are making
well. Parents can take thisis essential, as face  certain decisions that Bobbi Mathern is
care of themselves by to face interactions impact the family. a licensed marriage
getting enough sleep, are limited, too much Parents should keep a and family therapist
eating healthy foods, screen time can have positive outlook, or at and the clinical direc-
exercising, making time  negative effects. Parents  least show this to their tor of the South Cen-
for leisure activities, need to be aware what kids. Remember, kids tral Human Relations .
practicing mindfulness apps their children and and teens model our Center in Owatonna. M t H
(paying attention to teenagers are using to actions. Focusing on Steele Talkin’is a reg- I n n e s o a o u s e
the present moment), assure safety. You also the positives, hope for ular column featuring
practicing gratitude need to encourage non- the future, and what we authors of various or- Prepared and paid for by Elect Tom Shea 24a Committee
(noticing what you are screen time throughout  are thankful for will en- ganizations through- P.0. Box 187 » Owatonna, MN 55060
thankful for), and avoid-  each day. hance our youth's ability  out Steele County. ’

VARIOUS: candidates file for local,

school races monn

Joseph Motl and Marcy Bartness and Jackie

Sundine. Incumbents Froman. Incumbent

Tara Gimbel and Mary Steve Engel did not file

Kittleson did not filefor  for re-election and re-

re-election. signed within the past
There will be one week to join city staffas

council race in Owaton-  deputy clerk.

na for three seats on the Voters will also

council. Matt Durand have the opportunity

has filed to run against
incumbent Doug Voss
for the at-large seat. The
remaining seats will
offer only the incum-
bents, Greg Schultz in
Ward 2 and Kevin P.
Raney in Ward 4.

Five people have
come forward for two
council seats in Med-
ford. Besides incum-
bent Matt Dempsey,
four others have filed,
including Chad Mer-
ritt, Mandy Mueller,
Cory Samora and Nick
Sorensen. Incumbent
Marie Sexton did not
file for re-election.

In Ellendale, three
people are running for
two open council seats.
They include incum-
bent Duane Goebel
and newcomers Derek

to choose school board
members. Three people
will be running for
three open seats on

the Blooming Prairie
School Board. They

are incumbents Jenny
Thurnau and Jon Sunde
and newcomer Melis-
sa Stoen. Incumbent
Steve Ille did not file for
re-election.

Five people have filed
for three seats on the
Owatonna School Board.
Incumbents Eric Schus-
ter and Timothy Jensen
will be running again
along with Deborah
Bandel, Dom Korbel and
Abdulahi A. Osman.
Incumbent Christina In-
gvaldson is not running
for re-election.

The NRHEG School
Board race will feature

seven candidates for
three open positions.
They are incumbents
Dan Schmidt and Karen
Flatness as well as
Terri Engel, Jennifer
Johnson, Nancy Lag-
eson, Loren Schoenrock
and Tami L. Tufte-La-
Canne. Incumbent Neil
Schlaak did not file for
re-election.

In a special election
at NRHEG, current
board member JoAnn
Maloney will be the
lone candidate on the
ballot.

No one will be
challenging the four
incumbents on the
Medford School Board.
All four incumbents
filed for re-election.
They are Jackie Berg,
Jon Sutherland, Betsy
Chambers and John
Anhorn.

Filings for other
federal, state and local
races, including county
board, took place in
early June.

The general election
is Tuesday, Nov. 3.

M miNNesoTA
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Wear a mask

in public spaces.

Get tested if you
have any symptoms.

@

Answer if your health
department calls.
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District considers options for safe learning

On Thursday, July 30,
Governor Walz and the
Minnesota Department
of Education announced
that school district oper-
ations for the 2020-2021
school year will be driven
by county-level virus
metrics provided by the
Minnesota Department of
Health. We will be using
the tools provided by the
Minnesota Department
of Health for guidance as
to what will be the safest
way for our district to
start school and move
forward throughout the
school year. It is clear
that our local collective
effort to contain the
spread of COVID-19
‘will determine whether
or not students can at-

Asapart of the Gov-
ernor’s Executive Order
20-82, we are prepared
to offer a full distance
learning option for any
family that chooses
to participate in this
learning delivery model.
For planning purposes,
parents were asked to
complete a form by Aug. 7,
indicating whether or not
this was their preference.

We have used the infor-
mation collected, and the
five goals provided by the
Minnesota Department of
Education listed below to
determine our Owatonna
Safe Learning Plan.

1. Prioritize the safety of
students and staff

2. Prioritize in-person
learning, especially for

tend school in-person. younger learners
In this situation, 3. Consider infectiousness
ility reigns and tr ission risk
supreme. We must among different ages

remember we are still

in the midst of a global
health pandemic and the
circumstances contin-
ue to change. Ongoing
decision-making about

In Person Learning

4. Support planning,
while permitting flexibili-
ty for districts

5. Take into account
disease prevalence at a
local level

additional clearing and
hand sanitizing, expan-
sion of lunch room space
among other things.
Hybrid Learning
Hybrid Learning is a
unique combination of
distance learning and
in-person learning. This
plan includes assessing
students’ health before
school, six foot social
distancing, face masks
per the Governor’s
expectations, student
maximums on buses,
and many of the same
guidelines and expec-
tations with in-person
learning. Hybrid learn-
ing for grades K-5 will
involve creative space
utilization to maximize
in-person attendance.
Grades 6-12 students
‘would be placed in one of
two groups with group
one attending school
in-person on Mondays
and Tuesdays and group
two attending school
in-person on Thursdays
and Fridays. Students
in grades 6-12 will be en-

Hybrid Learning

Distance Learning

Welcome to
Owatonna Schools section

eginning with this week’s
Bediﬁon, the Steele County
‘Times is teaming up with
Owatonna Schools to bring readers
a weekly school section devoted to
news and information.

Superintendent Jeff Elstad wants
an engaged community that knows
and trusts the decisions made by
administrators and school board
members. One of the district’s core
values is to build and nurture rela-
tionships. He has reached out to us to
help accomplish those goals.

Not only is this section important
for parents to know what their kids
will be facing and experiencing in
school, but also for people in general
to know what i offerings

equitable access to high quality,
innovative learning opportunities
ensuring all students are college,
career and life ready.

‘We want to showcase this mission
and vision in a positive way through
this section so that everyone can
have a greater appreciation for
education and the school district as
awhole. During the weeks prior to
the school year and the early weeks
in the beginning of the year, we will
provide useful information so that
‘parents can stay informed about
the school they have entrusted with
their children to provide education.

As the school year progresses,
we will bring you the triumphs and

are being provided to the communi-
ty’s greatest asset-child

f students, teachers,
administrators and others from the
and schools within the

Owatonna Schools are focused
on inspiring excellence with every
learner, every day. The district’s
vision is to inspire a com-
munity of learners with

Owatonna district.

Inspiring excellence is the
Owatonna way, and we are
proud to be a part of that
tradition.

available for grades K-5.
Note: the form sent to
parents earlier this month
allowed them to choose the
option of distance learning
if we are starting the
school year with in-person
or hybrid learning.
Owatonna Public
Schools will continue to
monitor the community

and school-level impact
of COVID-19 on a regular
basis in consultation with
public health to deter-
mine if adjustments are
needed. As always, our
priority is the safety and
wellness of our students,
staff, and community. For
more information on the
Owatonna Public Schools

County population

safe learning plan, please
visit our website: www.
isd761.org/covid-19. The
video from the Aug. 3
school board meeting
when the learning sce-
narios were presented to
the Board is also avail-
able on our website: www.
isd761.org/our-district/
school-board.

Total number of cases for = 14-day county case level
last 14 days 10000 - rate per 10,000
Number of cases per 10,000 over Learning Model
14 days, by county of residence
03 all students
1019 In-person learning for elementary students; hybrid learning for secondary
students
2029 Hybrid learning for all students.
3049 Hybrid learning for elementary students; istance learning for secondary
students
50+ Distance learning for al students

IMAGES: DEPARTMENT OF HEAL

PARAMETERS

Traditional in inperson
. : Calendar set for new school year
di to
precautions maximize in person Because of the unusual start to training/planning days have been
aitandance the school year, the school board added on Aug. 31 and Sept. 1. The first
our school model will be a Three Learning gaged in distance learn- approved some changes to the school day of school will be Sept. 2 for grades
direct result of local virus Scenarios ing on Wednesdays. calendar to allow for additional prepa- ~ 9-12, Sept. 3 for grades 6-8, and Sept. 8
data. We must all do our The three learning sce- Distance Learning ration time for our staff. Two teacher for grades K-5.
part by taking necessary narios for which we have If the situation pres-
precautions if we would prepared are in-person ents itself that students M WIThIFsa| |suIMETIWITIENSa| |sulelTaiwiThNENsa| |sunmEToiwiTmNENss
like students toreturnto,  learning, hybridlearning,  need to be away from 1 2[3]ae a el D 1 28
and remain, inschool. We  and distance learning. school for an extended 5676901 |2345678 s[@e o oni2 |e se78 910
thank our parents and In-Person Learning  period of time, OWatonna |1z 13 14 15 16 17 18| [0 10 11 12 13 18 15| [13 14 15 16 17 18 19| |11 12 13 1418018 17
community members for Anin-person learning  Public Schools will pro- 1920 21 22 23 24 25| |16 17 18 19 20 21 22| |20 21 22 23 24 25 26| |18 19 20 21 22 23 2
their support, patience, plan is a regular school vide appropriate materi- 2 27 28 29 30 31 23 24 25 26 27 28 29| |27 28 29 30 25 26 27 28 29 30 31
and understanding as we day with modifications als to support distance 30 81
work to i the for social di i learning. In this scenario,
Governor’s direction. Our  when feasible. This all students would learn
main priority continuesto  plan includes assessing from home, breakfast and s"‘ ': '3“ ‘:’ ? : 57‘ S "“ ‘: T]" : 5: SURMETURW; s; = :‘ YZ" :’ Y’ : s:
be the health, safety, and students’ health before lunch meals would be B o 10 11 12 13 OF - - Y« 56 7 2} e o 101 1208
wellness of our students,  school, face masks perthe  provided at select sites, S i I A/ I IS [ B -
staff, and community. Governor’s expectations, and childcare would be 22 % ,5,6 17808 20 21 22 23| |21 22 23 24 25 26 27
2 %0 27 28 20 [0 ]31] 2 25 26 27 28 29 %0| |28
3
Before school interviews for elementary students oy
‘ Su M TuW Th F Sa| [Su M Tuw Th E Sal [SuMTuwTh Fsal [sumMTuw T F e
Owatonna Public ani 30-minut time. ing the teach- 123480 T ! R
Schools is committed to interview conference er meeting, students will "‘ :’5 195 :: :; :: ;3 :‘ fz 2 ‘: :’5 ‘1 :: ; fq :‘ '52 :Z L ‘85 :Z "‘ "5 ; :3 :; :z
creating strong student time on either Thursday, stop at stations to com- 2 R W o 2 21 22 2 B 17 16 10 20 21 [B] |BM21 22 23 2 25 [
and family relationships  August 27 or Wednesday,  plete FASTBridge reading |, 5o 50 o B 22 2 7 26 25 2 21 28 30| |27 98 20 20
and fostering a positive Sept. 2. All students, assessments and school 20
first experience. Students ~ grades 1-5willsignupfor  pictures. The teachers are
in grades K-5 will start an individual 40-minute looking forward to getting | October Fobruary dne
the 2020-2021 school year interview conference time  to know your child better 1% Tex % 16 Gros & Cracomon

on Tuesday, Sept. 8 to al-
low time for before school

interviews to take place. Thursday, Sept. 3. Aletter will be sent to & No Sehoon Teseher Work

Before school inter- Students will meet parents this month with s 7 S0yt bovesmert
views allow teachers to one-on-one with their their child’s teacher’s ! Do 2P DS M ool ot Sessen

o . . N 2 Pt Day o Sehon, Gr. 12 o Schook, Grades us Conferences
meet individually for teacher for approximate- name and a link to sign ade Orientat 2 e 1! End of 3 Quarar P
30-40 minutes with stu- 1y 40 minutes to learn up online for an interview o o & 28 Thakaohng Ooy e (6th grade attends)
dents and parents before  more about them and time. If parents have 3 Ein Doy of S e e 220 g Bonnosaos
the start of the school assess their readinglevel.  questions aboutsigningup | , St osenter o [ [
vear. All kindergarten Parents will complete fora time, please call the 7 s e 2 oso
students will sign up for paperwork during this elementary building office. 8 First Day of School G K5 janary No School, Gr. 6-12
ocuber No SchooiDisri Giose oy

Lincoln Elementary

507-444-8100

McKinley Elementary
507-444-8200

on either Thursday, Aug.
27, Wednesday, Sept. 2, or

at the beginning of the
school year.

18 OHSIALC Conforonces
19 No Schooi, Grados K5
Novermber

& L6 S oo Diy
9 PLC Staff Dov.

‘Washington Elementary

507-444-8300

Wilson Elementary

507-444-8400

2 Homecoming2 Hour Earty
R

15 Ons Conoences

15 MEANo School

16 MEANo School

ot Disirt Cosed

31 Memorial Day'Schoot

‘School Disrict Cosed,
Designatod Hoicay

Let’s keep your tax dollars

Steele County District 3 Commissioner

working for you, not the

other way around! -

RickGnemiforCommissioner.com

Prepared and Paid or by Rick Gnemi for County Commissioner
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Destructive beetle discovered in Minnesota

The European chafer beetle was discovered eat at all, so they do not brown head and notice-
beetle (Amphimallon in the United States in defoliate other plants able legs.
majale), an insect that 1940 in New York state like Japanese beetles Since this is the first
can cause major damage  and is currently foundin  are known to do. Home reported discovery of
to turf grass, has been the northeastern U. S., lawns, golf courses, and the European chafer
found for the first time as well as Michigan and turf growers could be beetle in Minnesota,
in Minnesota. Wisconsin. significantly impacted the MDA would like to

A resident of south if the European chafer better understand where
Minneapolis first beetle becomes estab- this insect may be in the
noticed large swarms o lished in Minnesota. state and how big of an
of beetles in their yard The adult insects are issue this is to homeown-
at dusk and reported about a half-inch long ers, golf courses, and
the find to a University and tannish in color. turf growers. Minneso-
of Minnesota Exten- They are similar to the tans can report suspect-
sion “June bugs” commonly ed European chafer to
suspected the beetles Agriculture officials are found in Minnesota in the MDA's Arrest the
were European chafers urging Minnesotans to early summer but are Pest line at arrest.the.
and reported themtothe  be on the lookout for the  generally a bit smaller pest@state.mn.us or
Minnesota Department European chafer beetle. and lighter in color. The 1-888-545-6684. Before
of Agriculture (MDA). beetles emerge from the making a report, please
‘The MDA worked with The grub of the soil between mid-June capture the insect, take
the United States De- European chafer can and early July and are apicture, and put the
partment of Agriculture cause more damage active on warm evenings  insect in a container or
to confirm the identity to turf than Japanese for several hours just plastic bag and place it
of the insect since it had beetles because it spends  before and after sunset. in the freezer. The MDA
never been found in a longer portion of the The white grubs can will contact you if the
Minnesota before. summer feeding on turf. range from ?-inch to specimen is needed for

The European chafer However, adults do not 1-inch long with a dark confirmation.

STEELE COUNTY FARM

Industry experts
discuss dairy outlook

There has been the globe to analyze
milk in there-

and product price vol- gional and global dairy
atility over thelastfew ~ markets. She develops
months. Rabobank’s Rabobank’s dairy
global dairy strategist forecasts. Ledman has
Mary Ledman and extensive knowledge
Vice President of Dairy of international dairy
Research Ben Laine markets and policy
discuss their outlookon  with over thirty years
the global and USdairy  of experience in the
markets on a webinar sector.
at noon on Tuesday, There is no registra-
Aug. 25. The webinar is tion and participants
hosted by 1-29 Moo Uni- can access the webinar
versity Consortium. at https://zumn.edu/

Laine has spent 10 129DairyOutlook.
years working across For more informa-
the dairy value chain tion, contact Jim Salfer
from cooperatives and at salfe001@umn.edu
cheese processors to or 612-360-4506; Fred
food and agriculture M. Hall at fredhall@
finance. Heis current-  iastate.edu or 712-737-
ly an analyst covering 4230; Jennifer Bentley
the North American at jbentley@iastate.edu
dairy production sec- or 563-382-2949, Tracey
tor for RaboResearch. Erickson at tracey.er-

As s i edu or
Dairy Strategist, Mary  605-882-5140; Kim Clark
Ledman leads a team at kimclark@unl.edu
of analysts around or 402-472-6065.

FAMILY OF YEAR
THE SPINDLERS

Since the mid 1950s, the Spindlers have been managing a farm operation in Steele County. Eugene and Marian
Spindler moved onto the farm in November 1955. They raised six children, three boys and three girls, on the farm.

One of the children, Dale, has taken over the operation while his parents still live on the farm. Growing up on
the farm made farming a natural career for Dale to pursue. “To basically be your own boss is a different challenge
every day, and you have to be up to taking that challenge. It's a rewarding experience,” he said.

With the help of a hired man, the Spindlers milk 44 cows and raise calves. They have heifers for replacement
or possibly selling as spring heifers and finish out bull calves as steers.

In addition to livestock, the Spindlers produce corn, oats and hay on their 160-acre farm. Most of the crops
go to feed the animals.

Dale is active with the Steele County American Dairy Association. In his role with the board, he oversees the
popular malt stand.

“I enjoy farming. It gives me something to work for and it gives me pride in my work,” said Dale.

The Spindlers will be honored by a virtual ceremony sponsored by University of Minnesota Extension on
Thursday, Aug. 6 at 1 p.m.

Congratulations to the Spindlers for their
greater Steele Counly commumty

to and the

The Steele County Farm Family of the Year includes, from left:
Dale Spindler and his parents, Eugene and Marian Spindler.

This week’s farm family is brought to you by:

Pe KIBBLE

A"’ EQUIPMENT

3555 18th St » Owatonna
507-451-4054

) JOHNDEERE

noE

CLUES DOWN

1. Rope used to lasso 26. Annoy constantly

28 Full o lfe
30. Great energy

2. Idyllic places
3

32. BBQ and soy are two
34. Virtuous
35. Not fatty

=

38. Merchandiser
40, I')Mml\m\ scheme

crust
45. Native American people
47. Any place of bliss or delight

- 5. Difficult situations 49, Bring up
18 Greck goddessof iscord 50, Birds
= 20. Marked by smartness in 51. Geological times

dress and manners

5. Consumed
24. Habitat

Elect

Shea 24a

Minnesota House

Prepared and paid for by Elect Tom Shea 24a Committee
P.0. Box 187 » Owatonna, MN 55060

Swmall Ads

BIG RESULTS

The Minesota DispLay Ao Network
% Choose the entire state or a combination of
'0 P zones that cover your target audience.

X sk your newspaper represeniative
for complete detals.
The 2x4 Networki a program of th MIA, phone 800-279-2979

INJURED AT WORK?
DISABILITY DENIED?

Contact Us Today
For Free Advice

Workers’ Compensation
Long-Term Disability
Social Security Disability
507-923-4169
www.GetFields.com

Steve Fields
Minnesota Attorney

FIELDS
LAW FIRM

LeafFilter

GuTTER:
FROTECTION

INSTALLS ON NEW
&EXISTING GUTTERS

AFTERLeaffter
BEFORE LeafFier

%
OFF

YOUR ENTIRE TO THE FIRST
PURCHASE" DISCOUNTS 50 CALLERS™

Promo Number: 385

QQ K¥kec esmmare 1-855-845-8425

Mon Thurs: a1 1B S:

Duininck Concrete

CLUES ACROSS Construction Sales Rep
1. Methagualone pill (slang) 29. Confiscates 6. Fastened
31. Gladys Knight's fellow ~ 57. A cotton fabric with a technical, organizational
nd gods (Greek myth.) rmers. satiny finish d their needs under the
11. “Where Is My Mis ockers 33, Witnesses 58. Whiskey and bread are two diecton of Sales Managers
13. Deliberately contrary states 34, Taking place in a series 59: Scottish tax

of affairs 36. Satisfy

tiing qualycsiers; esponding oy o cstome s nocu ew

5

5. Int n of the voice 38. Freshwater fish of N. America ) proposals, pricing, etc.;
16, “Great o 3 0 preng.
17, Becomes a butterf creator Dunham b Ve kg for
19. Spoke -ﬂ Indian title of respect
21 Tomisplayr Sharapova 4. o ph w Heorstew nahghpressur,
22. Midway between 46. Network of nerve cells 4 y

northeast and cast 45, Link together ina chain N municate ideas that nfluence others is a must.
23, Afrkaans 52, Cool 705 crew “The N g bifes; wel
25 No nsiuction st computing 53, Persons engaging i e ) relation skl abiity ,vith
26. Pacific Standard Ti pursuits ot p y Prod
27, Relaxing places 54. Accumulation of glacial debris

Jennifer Walsh
507-438-6676

email: jenwalsh@kw.com
web: jenwalsh_kw.com

ka KELLER
& PREMIER REALTY mLs.

Dental & Lif Insurance  Flex Spencing Account Pians »Health Saving Account»
40IK Retirement Plan (Company Match) + Paid Holidays & PTO + Wellness Incen-
tive Programs » Employee Assistance Program » Company Truck » Company Phone

Apply online at www.dconcrete.com/employment.html

or give Jeremy a call at 320-235-0870
Equal Opportunity Employer, including disabled and veterans.
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COMMUNITY EVENTS

STEELE COUNTY TIMES

BLOOMING PRAIRIE AAUW Owatonna
AUG.18 to kick off new
10:30 a.m. - Storytime Online, Facebook Live ll
ELLENDALE/HOPE/GENEVA Year virt y
Members of the vendors who have
AUG. 21 Community Building American Associ- so faithfully helped
10 a.m. - SEMCAC, ation of University us host the Taste
Community Building AUG. 27 ‘Women Owatonn in- of Steele County
7 a.m. — Ellendale vite interested guests in previous years.
AUG. 24 EDA Meeting, and potential mem- Vendors are: Costas’,
10 a.m. - SEMCAC,  Community Building bers to attend their El Tequila, Fare-
Community Building 7:30 p.m. — fall kick-off meeting way Foods, Mizuki
Ellendale City Council on Thursday, Aug. Fusion, Nick’s Pizza,
AUG. 26 Meeting, Community « 27 at 7p.m., via 0ld Town Bagels
10 a.m. - SEMCAC,  Building SN\ Zoom. and Cafe, Owatonna
w:"‘ Non-members Eagels Club, Owaton-
interested in attend-  na Elks Club, Spare-
OWATONNA/MEDFORD ing, please contact time Entertainment,
us at aauwowaton- Steve’s Meat Market
AUG. 21 City Admin Building na@gmail.com. and Torey’s Restau-
11 a.m. — Drive In Our speaker for rant and Bar.
Fair Fest, Fairgrounds AUG. 25 STAFF PHOTO BY HOWARD LESTRUD the evening is Laura Tickets to the
9:30 a.m. — Garden The City of Blooming Prairie received a donation of Thrke, Steele County virtual event are $10
AUG. 22 Time, Owatonna $15,000 for facade improvement to local businesses. Auditor. She will each and each ticket
7 am. - Farmers Library Here, the work is being done on New York Life and educate us about the will be entered into
Market, Central Park 10:30 a.m. — Floor Tech. upcoming November drawings for $25
11 a.m. — Drive In Storytime Online with election procedures, vendor gift cards.
Fair Fest, Fairgrounds Darla, Facebook Live including voter regis-  Tickets will be avail-
tration and mail-in/ able from AAUW
AUG. 23 AUG. 27 AL meatr e eXtendS absentee ballot voting ~ Owatonna members
11 a.m. - Drive In 10:30 a.m. — and will discuss the or by request @ aau-
Fair Fest, Fairgrounds Storytime Online with pause On Shows primary process and wowatonna@gmail.
Darla, Facebook Live the cost of elections. com. The drawings
AUG. 24 7 p.m. - 7@7 . 2021 Also, AAUW Owa-  will take place via
7 p.m. - Medford Concert-Lost Faculties, ll]tO tonna will be hosting ~ Zoom on Thursday,
City Council Meeting, Central Park A Virtual Taste of Sept. 17 at 7p.m.
Steele County. Our Proceeds for the
[ % BIRTHDAYS Y& | Due to the global ing season tickets, you Virtual Taste will Taste of Steele County
COVID-19 pandemic have several options: give you the oppor- help fund AAUW edu-
s a""','lgl'e 20 ) Aug. 24 and to ensure the health - Donate the value of tunity to win a gift cational scholarships
o Braxton Lee and safety of its patrons, your tickets. ACTisalo- card from one of the for women and girls.
Aug. 21 Samuel Wehner actors and volunteers, cal nonprofit organizati
Ashley Garcia Lanell Sunde the Albert Lea Commu- Your ticket purchase is a
. nity Theatre Board of tax-deductible contribu- SC S h
Joe Holland o Directors has voted o tion, which plays  critical HS to host
Aug. 22 extend the pause onper-  role in the sustainabil-
Carol Ingvalson Aug. 26 formances into2021,and ity of your community Onwal'd & Upward
‘{::;’gx::{; \:O Gerry Oswald will resume the remain- theatre. By not requesting s
Pastor Mike Walerius & Chris Thompson ing two shows f_rom the arefund or credit for next Womens Event
) Jim Fiebiger 2019-20 season in March season, you are donating
D;\;l-alll-)gi % Andrew Hardecorph and June of 2021. the value of your ticket
Cone ChIaAok o Max Wondra “Doublewide, Texas™ purchase to ACT. The Steele County ratification. Without
is now tentatively sched- - Hold your tickets Historical Society an- these early activists,
ANNIVERSARIES uled to open March 18, as a credit. You may nounces an Onward the road to entrepre-
2021, and “Willy Wonka”  use your current tickets & Upward Women's neurship would not
Aug. 20.1 Aug. 24 will open June 17, 2021. for “Doublewide, Texas”™ Event to take place have been possible.
Klf,‘;':ef“bse‘:;e," Terry & Kim Trotman “With the uncertain-  and “Willy Wonka” as a 11: 30 a.m. Thursday, Through courage and
Denise & Chris David & Rita ty that exists during credit for those shows in Sept. 3 at the Steele persistence of men and
Thompson G this ic, the ACT 2021. Because the dates County History Cen- women alike, the Vot-
Aug. 23 Board, in partnership have changed, you must ter, 1700 Austin Road, ing Rights Act in 1965
M"E':,f;g:;’i:"'e Keith & Jennifer with the City of Albert purchase new tickets. Owatonna. was passed, protecting
Troy & Monica Thomas Lea, will continue to Please retain your print- Folks are encour- the voting rights of all
Bob & Linda Wolf monitor and evaluate the  ed tickets and bring aged to join for a box Americans.
“This weekly feature sponsored by: situatipyn and determine  them to the box office as lunch with a panel The costAof this
Dornink & Sons Carpentry when it’s safe to open a credit when purchas— discussion with local gvent is 320,'p1ease reg-
N our doors to the public ing your new tickets. ‘women entrepre- ister by calling 507-451-
Gene Dornink for performances,” -Request a refund. neurs featuring Betsy  1420. If you wish to be
507.206.8449 says Tony Segura, ACT Please call the box office Lindgren, Donnavon seated with another at-
co-president. “Our hope at 507-377-4371 and leave Eaker, and Tanya tendee, please indicate
is that by March 2021, amessage with your Henson. In this event, this with your regis-
s d k c we will be able toreturn  contact information. Box we are celebrating the  tration. SCHS will try
u o u 0 r n e r to the stage, continue office volunteers may growth of Steele Coun-  to honor all requests.
providing outstanding receive a high volume of ty women who've been  Registrations for this
7 1 3 9 2 community theatre and calls, and will respond prominent entrepre- event must be made by
ensure the health and as soon as possible. neurs in the business  Thursday, Aug. 27at5
9 1 4(8(3|2 safety of our staff, volun- Additional informa- community. Each of p.m. Men and women
teers and patrons.” tion and updates will these ladies will have are encouraged to at-
8 3 If you hold tickets to continue to be provided an opportunity togive  tend this event! Event
“D ide, T " in the coming months their perspective of attendees will be
9 7 1 5 and/or “Willy Wonka™ through social media, accomplishments and required to wear face
from their originally email, and at acton- challenges relating to coverings and adhere
3/215 6 7 scheduled dates, includ- broadway.com. business ownership to social distancing
in founding Express guidelines set forth by
Employment Services, the Minnesota Dept.
4 1 83 AMVETS POST 23 TO MEET Steve’s Meat Market of Health. Our SCHS
3 2 1 5 7 9 R and Hat Chic. website, schsmn.org
The AMVETS Post 23 This everfmt }i]s an references additionalu
. extension of the 19" safety measures for al
2|5 713 6 will meet at 7 p.m. Amendment to the patrons.
7 36 on Monday, Aug. 24 Constitution, which This event is spon-
_— granted the right sored by Sharon West.
. for women to vote in If you have any
Sponsored by: The meeting takes place at: presidential elections further questions
VFW Post 3723 which was celebrated regarding this event,
@ VALLEYVIEW ASSISTED LIVING 135 Oakdale St. * Owatonna last year; 2020 is the please contact SCHS
1212 W Frontage Rd Owatonna, MN 100" anniversary ofits  for more information.
507-451-0722 * valleyviewofowatonna.com
©Newly
_ Remodeled HIGHS TUESDAY J & H LIQUORS g%
© Coun 340 E MAIN ST ... BLOOMING PRAIRIE
Assistance f N 507-583-7557
Aceepted & 96 gt Owners: Harvey & Nancy Farr
el Y B A
@ ;:‘endly & 36 Socializing at the Bar /
i Bar Bingo: Mondays at 6:30 p.m: I
“ el ,‘.\ﬁ( L - R, Starts again July 6 - Must be 21 to play «d j
ST y
& 50 Event: Cancelled due to COVID-19
) oeern July 3” Street Dance - BOB RIDE
8|c|S|6 9 (€[} |Z]|Y .AS?M .""“"“‘* A Seeiaungnininzu)lll
9L |efL ¥ |8]S|C|6 Seating available inside the bar
6l(v]S|L|2|8|9]|¢ Wm and under the tent on the patio.
€|8|c|L[6[F|LZ]|S]|9 BAR HOURS
Jlvlelolglslzle L Monday - Friday « 10 a.m. to close
Yo lb) Saturday « 9 a.m. to close
S|9|Ljcle|l]|6 |V |8
OFFSALE HOURS
L[6]L]€|S|9]¥ 8 |C 7am ® Noon ® 6pm ® 9pm | | wonday- Friday-10am.to10pm. &
c|le|8)V |2 |L]|9]6|S Saturday + 9 a.m. - 10 p.m. Sunday « Closed
v|1S5|/9]8[c|6]|E|L (L KstE
The Better Choice Thank you for your patronage.
‘ 583.6613

132 2nd Ave NE
Blooming Prairie

ol T e
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DDS, MBS

ORTHODONTIC SPECIALIST

)
FREE CONSIULTATION
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- Farmers Feed

* Pet supplies

* Wild bird seed
* Small Animal Supplies
* Grass seed

* Fertilizer

o Livestock feed

* Show feeds
* Solar salt
® Straw

TRUSTED

FOR OVER

60 YEARS
* Chic grit .

* Praxair Gas Exchange

616 N Cedar Ave » Owatonna, MN 55060
(507) 451-2363

feednpet@msn.com

Store Hours
Mon-Fri 8:15am - 5:30pm
Sat 8:15am-1:00pm

Sun Closed

ly.com

We can also help you with:
* Aggregate Products * Hauling
* Waterway Cleaning * Septic
* All Excavation Projects
* Site prep and Demolition

Ln-ke.Thns On Yo @ﬁ{m'
1!! IR e

46 Years
in Business!

Call Dallas for all your Drainage Needs!

507-451-2873

Toll-Free 1-855-298-2568

N EW to Owatonna area

HIGH QUALITY GBD PRODUCTS!
PRE-LABOR DAY SALE

$
| proees 10 OFF
%‘L; 419 $4699 $36.99
AL LK $44.99  $34.99
Purps  $49.99  $39.99
%
$
4 o 25 OFF

 § 1000 mg. $75.99 $50.99 * *
"] 2000 mg. $135.99 $110.99 @

2500 mg. $159.99 $134.99
CBZzzzz $5 O FF
Gummles REG $44.99 NOW $39.99

GDF  $39.99 $34.99
Gummies 10 mg.

Also offering:

L4
JORCS
I * Lavish Lavender * Milk ‘N Honey

Free bath bomb with any in-store purchase of $100 or more.

WE WILL BE CLOSED Sept. 8-12

346 W. Bridge St. * Owatonna ¢ 507-200-9356
Check us out at www.cbdreleafmn.org

EW PET SUPPLY STOR
N SERVING THE AREA

Exceptions: Terraniums and not stackable with any other discount.
Good through 12/1/2020

Located in the Medford Outlet Center
Medford

507-451-1458

Check us out on Facebook.

.
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NOTICE

NOTICE OF
SHERIFF'S SALE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIV-
EN, that on May 8, 2020,
the District Court of Steele
County, Minnesota, First
Judicial District, made and
entered a Judgment in an
action entitled “Troy Co.
Concrete & Masonry,
Inc. v. Richard Hadler,
Mar- go McKay, Richie’s
Truck- ing, Inc. Michael
J. Grimm, and Wickman
Enterprises LLC dba
Generation Build- ing
Center” being Court File
No. 74-CV-20-513, ad-
judging that Plaintiff Troy
Co. Concrete & Ma- son-
ry, Inc., is entitled to a
Mechanic's Lien upon the
premises hereinafter de-
scribed in the amount of
$25,217.20; and, De- fen-
dant Wickman Enter- pris-
es LLC dba Gener- ation
Building Center, is entitied
to a Mechanic's Lien upon
the premises hereafter de-
scribed in the amount of
$24,929.05 and directing
said prem- ises to be sold
by me as Sheriff of Steele
County, Minnesota, to sat-
isfy said Mechanic's Liens;
and a certified transcript of
said Judgment has been
duly delivered to me with
direc- tions to proceed
with the sale of said prem-

ises as therein provided.
NOW, THEREFORE,
NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN, that pur- suant
to said Judgment and
the statutes in such case
made and provided in the
premises so de- scribed
in said Judgment and sit-
uated in Steele County,
Minnesota, viz:

Legal Description: THE
EAST ONE-HALF OF
LOT 8 AND ALL OF LOT
9, BLOCK 1, ALL IN AL-
EXANDER  ADDITION
TO THE CITY OF OWA-
TONNA, MINNESOTA,
AS PER THE RECORD-
ED PLAT THEREOF ON
FILE AND OF RECORD
IN THE REGISTRAR OF
TITLES IN SAID STEELE
COUNTY, MINNESOTA.

Property Address:

342 Mclindoe St.,
Owatonna, MN 55060
PIN: 17-139-0109
Registered  Property,
Cert.

No. 19810

will be sold at public auc-
tion, to the highest bidder,
on September 30, 2020,
at 10:00 am at the Steele
County Sheriffs Office,
Civil Process Division,
204 East Pearl Street,
Owatonna, MN 55060.

Dated: July 27, 2020

Lon S. Thiele
Sheriff of Steele
County, MN

By: Anthony David
Deputy

THIS INSTRUMENT
WAS DRAFTED BY:
THE LAW OFFICE OF
DAVID S. HOLMAN,

201 W, Travelers Trail,
Suite 144

Burnsville, MN 55337
(952) 895-1224
8/5T6

NOTICE

STATE OF MINNESOTA
COUNTY OF STEELE

DISTRICT COURT
THIRD JUDICIAL DIS-

Court File No.:
74-PR-20-1104

NOTICE OF INFORMAL
PROBATE OF WILL
AND INFORMAL AP-
POINTMENT OF PER-
SONAL REPRESENTA-
TIVE AND NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

In Re: Estate of
Carol L. Liming,
Aka Carol Lee Liming,

Decedent

Notice is given that an
Application for Informal
Probate of Will and In-
formal Appointment of
Personal Representative
was filed with the Regis-
trar, along with a Will dat-
ed February 6, 2000. The
Registrar accepted the
application and appoint-
ed Carrie Jo Laue, whose
address is 19393 575th
Street, Dodge Center,
MN 55927, to serve as
the personal represen-
tative of the decedent's
estate.

Any heir, devisee or other
interested person may be
entited to appointment
as personal representa-
tive or may object to the
appointment of the per-
sonal representative. Any
objection to the appoint-
ment of the personal rep-
resentative must be filed
with the Court, and any
properly filed objection
will be heard by the Court
after notice is provided to
interested persons of the
date of hearing on the ob-
jection

Unless objections are
filed, and unless the
Court orders otherwise,
the personal represen-
tative has the full power
to administer the estate,
including, after thirty (30)
days from the issuance
of letters

BP School approves Safe Learning Plan

BY HOWARD LESTRUD  grades kindergarten
STAFF WRITER through sixth grade
returning to the
After hearing classroom for in-school
Blooming Prairie learning on the normal
Schools Superinten- schedule. “That has
dent Chris Staloch ex- been our goal,” re-
plain a Safe Learning marked Staloch.
Plan to return students The high school,
to school, the board grades 7-12, will adapt
voted unanimously to to a hybrid plan,
approve a COVID-19 meaning students will
education plan. be split to 50% capacity
Listening to Staloch  based on last name and
in a Power Point pre- will follow an A (Awe-
sentation explain the some) and B (Blossom)
numbers game of coun-  schedule.
ty cases of COVID-19, Last name A-L will
the board moved from attend school on Mon-
awork session to days and Tuesdays,
calling a special board and they will distance
meeting to order. learn Wednesdays
The special meeting  through Fridays.
was called to order Last name M-Z
at7:01 a.m. by Board will attend school on
Chairman Rodney Thursdays and Fridays
Krell one hour after and they will dis-
the board work meet- tance learn Mondays
ing had begun. through Wednesdays.
It took the board =
only three minutes SEE STORY ON
to approve the plan. RETURNING TO
Board member Jon SCHOOL IN BLOOM-
Sunde motioned ap- ING PRAIRIE
proval of the Bloom- =:
ing Prairie School Superintendent
District’s COVID-19 Staloch explained to
education plan. Steve the board that he has
Ille seconded. Motion been in close contact
carried with all mem- with Steele County
bers voting “aye.” Health Department
The full board in officials and with
attendance included representatives of the
Sunde, Tlle, Kelly Minnesota Department
Braaten, Pam Ham- of Health.
eister, Dean Meshke, With the Safe

Y,
the power to sell, encum-
ber, lease, or distribute
any interest in real estate
owned by the decedent.
Notice is further given
that, subject to Minn.
Stat. § 524.3-801, all
creditors having claims
against the decedent's
estate are required to
present the claims to the
personal representative
or to the Court within
four (4) months after the
date of this notice or the
claims will be barred.

Dated: July 29, 2020
's/ Deanna Verdick
Deputy Probate Registrar

Dated: July 29, 2020
s/ Robin Hoesley
Court Administrator

Melanie J. Leth, #0311911
Weber, Leth & Woessner,
PLC
P.O. Box 130
Dodge Center, MN 55927
ATTORNEY FOR
PERSONAL REPRE-
SENTATIVE

812,19

Jenny Thurnau and Learning Plan of Gov.
Rodney Krell. Tim Walz, students

A two-page letter could consider full re-
was sent to parents on turn to the classrooms
Thursday afternoon, if counties showed 9 or
informing them of the fewer COVID-19 cases
School District 756 per 10,000 residents
decision. over a 14-day period. If

Classes in Blooming  the incidence is higher,
Prairie School District less of a full or part-
756 begin on Tuesday, time return would be
Sept. 8. considered.

With the school Blooming Prairie
board action, class- students hail from
es will resume with Steele, Dodge, Mower
elementary students and Freeborn counties.
pre-K ing the Staloch said the bulk
normal schedule and of Blooming Prairie’s
those students in enrollment comes from

Steele County.

Staloch referred
to the most recent
Steele County num-
bers announced by
Amy Caron, county
pubic health director.
The case average was
listed at 14.72 for Steele
County.

Staloch said Dodge
County’s case total
was much lower
than Steele. Hayfield
schools, located in

Dodge County, are ful-
1y returning to school.

STAFF PHOTO BY HOWARD LESTRUD
Blooming Prairie
Superintendent of
Schools Chris Staloch,
in mask, checks for
updates from the
Minnesota Department
of Education on
Minnesota Gov. Tim
Walz's Safety Learning
Plan.

Board member
Sunde urged the board
to make a decision,
be consistent and not
fluctuate. “Our goal is
to bring kids back, all
of them,” Staloch said.
“Most of our teaching
staff want to come
back,” Staloch related.

He said community
surveys showed the
sentiment toward
bringing students
back to the classroom.
He said frustration
has been evident but
mainly aimed at gov-
ernment.

Masks have also
been controversial.
“Idon’t want to wear

amask either but we
have toroll with it,”
said Staloch. “If stu-
dents come to school
without masks, we will
offer them one. There
also will be no huge
discipline for those
who do not wear one.”

He said the school
will not screen kids.

Transporta-
tion-wise, buses will
not pick up students
west of Highway 218 in
town. Students riding
buses must wear
masks.

Staloch predicted
that 20-30 kids will not
come back to school.
He also said open
enrollment would
continue.

Staloch, COVID-19
acknowledged the
possibility of students
testing positive to the
virus. He said both
schools will have quar-
antine rooms.

“There are not a lot
of good answers but
we are trying to do the
best we can,” com-
mented Staloch.

“The plan covers all
options,” said Krell.
“The biggest fear I see
is if we have a couple
of kids come down
with the virus,” Ille
said. People will say
“shut it down” or “keep
rolling,” said Ille.

“I feel absolutely
comfortable with
bringing my child
back to school,” said
board member Jenny
Thurnau. “Is it going
to be a perfect world, I
can’t guarantee that,”
Staloch said.

Staloch compliment-
ed the board, staff,
parents and students
for providing input on
the COVID-19 decision.
He also praised the
school business office
for doing a fabulous job
in facilitating imple-
mentation of the Safe
Learning Plan.

BP unveils learning models for schools

mCAN

Minnesota Classified Advertising Network

EMPLOYMENT

SUCCESSFUL PRACTICE SEEKS
Associate Dentist because of increase
in patient volume. Potential
ings S300K plus. Includes benefits.
Email  drb@friendlysmilesfargo.com

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

CONTRACT SALESPERSON
Selling acrial photography of ~farms
on commission basis. $1,000 sign-
ing bonus! $1,500-3,500 weekly prov-
en camings. Travel required. More
info msphotosd.com or 605/882-3566

FARM EQUIPMENT

FARMING IN MINNESOTA?
Our hunters will pay top $SS to hunt
your land. Call 866/309-1507 Promo
code: 327 ww ‘ampLeasing.com

cam-

FREON WANTED:
We pay CASH for cylinders and cans.
RI12 R500 R11 R113 R114. Convenient.
Certified Professionals. Call 312/626-3558
or

vist

WANTED TO BUY

OLD ADVERTISING SIGNS

Beer, Gas & Oil, Tire, Auto, Farm,
Motoreycle, Hunting and more. Metal,
Glass, Cardboard, Neon, Posters, Beer &
Oil cans. Call Mike SS8 651/451-3786

ENJOY 100% PERFECTLY TENDER
and guaranteed! 20 main courses plus
get 4 free burgers. Order the Butcher’s
Bundle - only $69.99. Call 844/331-1614
mention code:  61086TVG
WWW. h k

Advertise here
statewide in 230+
newspapers for only
$279 per week!
Call 800-279-2979

DIRECTV SWITCH & SAVE!
$39.99/month.  Select
package. 155 channels. 1000s of shows/
movies on demand. Free Genie HD
DVR upgrade. Premium movie channels,
FREE for 3 months! Call 877/350-0094

school district then con-

BY HOWARD LESTRUD  school year. A six-page counties. Most of the sulted with public health
STAFF WRITER COVID-19 handbook was  students are located in officials in the counties
also sent to all parents. Steele County, Staloch they serve. A Blooming
The word is out. Gov. Tim Walz on says. Prairie advisory team
Blooming Prairie July 30 announced the In consultation with then determined which
School District 756 has state’s Safe Learning the counties’ public learning models to be in,
adequately circulated Plan. Staloch saidatime-  health directors, the based on a 14-day county
information on how line was then developed decision was made to case level rate per 10,000
students can return in Blooming Prairie begin the year with people.
to school on Tuesday, with the official return in-person learning for The superintendent
Sept. 8. to school plan being all pre-K-6th grade, and then communicates
Teaching staff was announced on Aug. 13. hybrid for grades 7-12. which learning models
notified at 10 a.m. on In that The i ing Prairie can
Thursday, Aug. 13about  ment, local school Prairie School Board embrace, with goals
the details of returning districts were told they at a special meeting being to create consis-
students to school. could decide which on Thursday, Aug. 13 tency and providing the
Parents of students learning model they approved a COVID-19 least restrictive envi-
enrolled in BP were no- will start and work in Safe Learning plan for ronment for learners
tified by letter at 1 p.m. based on a 14-day aver- School District 756. under the guidelines.
last Thursday. age of COVID-19 case Basically, students Aug. 13 numbers
In his letter to par- numbers in the counties  in pre-k will follow a are as follows: Steele
ents, Superintendent that Blooming Prairie’s normal schedule. Stu- County, 12.0; Mower
Chris Staloch said local school district serves. dentsin gradesK-6 will  County, 15.15; Freeborn
school districts were Blooming Prairie’s attend school in person County, 8.19 and Dodge
given some local control school district serves every day, Monday County, 4.86.
regarding how school students in Steele, Free-  through Friday. “We don’t want to
resumed for the coming born, Mower and Dodge Students in grades flip back and forth; we
7-12 will be split to 50% want a consistent plan,”
capacity based on last Staloch said.
name and will follow Learning model
an A(Awesome) and parameters (# of cases
B(Blossom) schedule. per 10,000 over 14 days
g Last name A-L will by county of residence)
cuassitos attend school on Mon- are as follows:
days and Tuesdays, +0-9 cases per 10,000
and they will distance ~in-person learning for
et learn Wednesdays all students
AT&T WIRELESS through Fridays. +10-19 cases per 10,000
Two great new offers! Ask how to get Last name M-Z ~in-person learning for
the new iPhone 11 or Next Genera- will attend school on elementary, hybrid for
tion Samsung Galaxy S10e on us with Thursdays and Fridays ~ high school (THIS IS
RefrigerantFinders.com  AT&T's Buy one, Give One offer. and they will distance ONE CHOSEN FOR BP)
While supplies last! Call 855/332-0464 learn Mondays through +20-29 cases per
—_— ‘Wednesdays. 10,000 - hybrid learning
DISH NETWORK §59.99 Allstudentsandstaff  for all students
for 190 Channels! Blazing fast internet who are part of in-school «30-49 cases per
$19.99/mo. (where available.) Switch & learning must wear 10,000 - hybrid learning
get a free $100 Visa gift card. Free voice amask per executive for elementary students,
remote. Free HD DVR. Free streaming order of the governor. distance learning for
on all devices. Call today! 855/562-4309 Wednesdays will be a high school students
— thorough cleaning day at + 50+ cases per 10,000
TIMESHARE the high school. No stu- ~distance learning for
CANCELLATION EXPERTS dents willbeinschoolon  all students
Over $50,000,000 in timeshare debt and Wednesdays. Cleaning Hayfield and Kasson
fees cancelled in 2019. Get free informa- will also be done in all schools will be in-per-
or visit tional package and learn how to get rid of schools every day. The son learning because
com/dinner397  your timeshare! Free consultations. Over district is advertising of their low incidence
450 positive reviews. Call 833/619-1117 for two custodians to do rates in Dodge County.
—_— cleaning two hours per “We are really
all-included DONATE YOUR CAR day per building. excited abut having kids
truck or boat to Heritage For The COVID-19 case come back to our facili-
Blind. Free 3-day vacation, tax numbers come out each ties,” remarked Staloch.
deductible, free towing, all paper- Thursday. “We want to work with
work taken care of 844/220-9501 The Blooming Prairie  parents to have a great

school year,” he added.
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DEALS ON WHEELS
Sell your car, bike, RV,
trailer, and anything on

wheels today!!
Over 25,000 in households

[TO PLACE AN AD

Steele County Times

507-583-4431

bptimes @frontiernet.net

411 E. Main St., Blooming Prairie, MN 55917

CLASSIFIED

Serving Steele, Mower, Freeborn, Dodge, and Olmsted C:

3-WEEK SPECIAL: $32
BUY TWO WEEKS,

GET THE THIRD FREE

UP TO 20 WORDS; 10¢

GARAGE SALE

KASSON GARAGE
SALE. Thursday, August
20 from 1 - 5 p.m.; Friday,
August 21, from8a.m. -5
p.m., and Saturday, August
22 from 8 a.m. to noon.
711 7-1/2 Street NW, Kas-
son. Miscellaneous house-
hold and collectible items.

Masks appreciated. sz

DANO’S CONSIGNMENT
STORES. HUGE 2 DAY
SALE! Specials include:
25% off Beatles records,
the rest LPs 50% off. Mu-
sic DVDs and CDs 50%
off. Console lots 25%
off. BluRay & DVD sets
$3 each or 2/$5. 99-cent
DVDs 50% off, plus 25%
off all other items in the

Home Beauty and Bath
products, candles & more.
Located at 32 East Main
St., Dodge Center. Open
Friday, August 21, 9 a.m.-3
p.m. and Saturday, August
22,10 a.m. -3 p.m. FREE
VHS & PS2 GAMES. Lim-
it 5 per family.

82000

for caring for young chil-
dren. | am best suited to
care for toddlers through
young teens. Available 7
days a week and can be
very flexible with times. |
will ensure a summer full
of fun! (references upon
request) 507-358-3415z7

STUDENT
EMPLOYME

CALEB'S PET SITTING,
Cats and Dogs, please call
me at 507-634-7907. s

NICK’S LAWN MOWING
SERVICE. 50% off first
mowing with a contract
for 1 year. Weekly or
vacation, residential or
commercial, yard clean-
up, mowing and trimming,
i guaranteed.

SAMANTHA UPHAM’'S
BABYSITTING/NANNY
services I'm a 15-year-
old honors student enter-
ing my sophomore year
at Kasson High School.
| have babysitting expe-
rience and have been

10 years of experience.
FREE estimates. Please
call 507-696-3849 and
leave a message.  tenpd
BRIANNA'S LAWN CARE
SERVICES. MOWING,
TRIMMING, COMPlete
yard cleanup. Weekly or

FOR EACH WORD AFTER

BARGAIN FINDER
Sell your items for $50 or
less. Run it for four weeks.
ONLY $5!

TO PLACE AN AD

Dodge County Independent
Dodge County Advantage
507-634-7503 * dci@kmtel.com

121 W. Main St., Kasson, MN 55944

anteed. FREE estimates.
Call 507-421-7945.  renps
TWO BROTHERS look-
ing to mow lawns. $20
depending on lawn size.
Please contact Hayden
or Russell at 507-923-
3277. TENPD
AGED HORSE MANURE
for the garden connois-
seur. Courtesy of Lady
Maggie. Call Madeline to
place your spring order.
$4 for 5-gallon bucket or
$9 for a 13-gallon bag.
Customers must provide
bucket or bags. Cal 507-
634-6293. TENNG
DAVE’S CUSTOM FISH-
ING RODS. Made to or-

rods. Makes a perfect gift
for any occasion. Call 507-
775-6805. 813T3p0
FARM MACHINERY. Ev-
erything in good working
condition. John Deere
4400 diesel combine;
straw chopper; John Deere
4400 corn head; John
Deere 213 flex bean head;
John Deere 300-bushel
gravity wagon. Call John
at 507-696-7448.

WASIOJA TOWNSHIP.
Looking for ROAD GRAT-
ER OPERATOR, part time,
variable hours, as needed
SNOW PLOW OPERA-
TOR, CDL preferred, but
not required. Part time

If interested call 507-527-
2801 or 507-273-4113.0m
LOOKING FOR CARE
GIVER FOR ADULT FOS-
TER CARE FOR ELDER-
LY. No experience neces-
sary, will train. Friday from
1 p.m. to Monday at 1 p.m.
Possible other shifts. Call
Debbie at 507-208-8111.

WANTED TO BUY: C-Pap
machine. Please call 507-
583-2386 8191309
NEED CASH? I give free
appraisals of your older
coins from 1964 and older.
1 am looking to purchase
older coins at a rate of 2 to

20 times their face value.
Call 507-477-2427 or 507~

store including Scruples  through a class specific

HELP WANTED * HELP WANTED
PARAPROFESSIONAL
BLOOMING PRAIRIE SCHOOLS
is accepting applications for a
PARAPROFESSIONAL
(approx. 6.5 hours per day during the school year).
Approximate start date of August 31, 2020.
Apply online at

k12.mn.

on call. Satisfaction guar-

FOR SALE
ARM EQUIPMENT

2 post electric hoist, 12,000
1b. 9 years old, only used 6 or
UM 1,300

der. All sizes including ice

VICTIM

SERVICES

A service of DFO
Community Corrections

1927 oil pull 2540E. Over-
hauled in 2006 and painted.
Itruns great 532,500

Sexual Assault Program
1937 F20. Good rubber, ran & Victim Witness
well 3 years ago, stored in- i
g 0 years g gl Assistance Program

or request an application by calling
507-583-4426, ext., 431.
Deadline for applications is August 21, 20203"9

TRITON PUBLIC SCHOOLS
& will be hiinga @8
PARAPROFESSIONAL.

All postings and applications for
Triton Public Schools can be found at:
www.triton.k12.mn.us
under the District Office menu.

\A
GURTS) ..,
TR\)CK § DIESEL SERVICE INC. ‘MMED'ATE
FULL SERVICE [SBENINGS

820

-

{ nikki@curtstruck.com
ot www.cU rtstruck.com

Kasson-Mantorville Elementary School
has an immediate opening for a
SECRETARY.

Please complete an application
online at www.komets.k12.mn.us
and include a resume, letter of
application and reference letters.

o]
SELLING SOMETHING ON WHEELS?
[ T ;
SELL IT HERE!

39 Place your ad and reach over

ONI.Y 20,000 households in Steele, Dodge,

With photo TILL IT sELLs  Omsted, Mower and Freebon countes.
Up to 30 words

Classified ad with photo runs til it sels in four publications and covers 12 communities.
You may cancel your adverisement when you e sels,howeve, thee are 0 reunds
forthisspecil.Call 507-634-7503 oremal: & @kmtel.com and place your ad
today. Must b prepeid prior to ad rnring.

ADvitage  wTimes  INDEPENDENT

Advocacy, information and
assistance for victim/survivors
of sexual assault and other
crimes. Community and
professional education and
consultation. Al services
free and confidential
Located in Courthouse,

W30 painted, in good
shape. 1935. Good tires.
1,850

MM Twin City KTA. Good
rubber and good engine.
. - 2,800

1917 Rob Bell Wooden thresh-

ing machine. Ran 4 yrs ago, Mantorvile

good shape....#4,900 FIRM Mon-Fri. 8 am. - 430 p.m
Case Model C Standard Good 635-6266

ties, runs Vel ...... 2,00 or call collect 24 hours
Case Model C row crop. 289-0636

New rear tires. Good en-
gine. 2,050

1H corn binder. Very nice,
stored inside.......... 525

GOT NEWS?
editordci@®
kmtel.com

F-20, runs well, but needs
head gasket. Has electric
starter. Good tires. ... $800

Oliver 77 gas, very good tires
& paint. Runs wel..¥3,100

WRO. Painted, good rubber,
clean. No dents. ... %

507-21

SIK FEET,

WASH YOUR HANDS

CAREER OPPORTUNITY

Resident Assistant
*FT&PT2p.m.-10p.m.
*PT10p.m.-6a.m.
Dining Assistant .
*PT7a-2p/11a-2p
Cook
*PT11a.m.-7p.m.

\i )

4

vy

7/ Peairie

Apply on Indeed or
800 5th Ave. NW,
Kasson, MN - EOE

HELP WANTED
CARPENTERS

FULL-TIME HELP
$1,000 Hiring Bonus!

Experience is great, but we will train!

We offer:
Health Insurance, 401k, PTO & Holiday Pay.
We also have great starting wages!
For more information please call.
(507) 775-7068 or (507)951-3400
email: jill@bigelowlennon.com

variable hours as needed.

HELP WANTED ¢ HELP WANTED

PART-TIME CLERICAL POSITION
BLOOMING PRAIRIE SCHOOLS

is accepting applications for a
PART-TIME CLERICAL POSITION
(approx. 4 hours per day). Apply online at
https://www.blossoms.k12.mn.us/page/2818
or request an
application by calling
507-583-4426, ext., 431.
Deadline for applications is August 21, 2020.

259-6460. 813734

Buﬂ
Buaitie Mano POSITION
CmEE,D AVAILABLE

LICENSED BEAUTICIAN WANTED TO DO
OUR RESIDENTS HAIR

16-20 hours a week ® 10 regular appointments
plus occasional customers

Pick up an application at the front desk or call
507-583-4434 for more information.

NRHEG Substitute Custodian
Interested candidates should
submit letter of interest, resume,
transcripts/credentials, references,
and application, which can be found at
http://nrheg.k12.mn.us/pages/NRHEG to:

DALE CARLSON, SUPERINTENDENT
NRHEG Public Schools
306 Ash Ave. South » New Richland, MN 56072
dcarlson@nrheg.k12.mn.us e |

Hog Slat, Inc., the world’s leading
provider of parts, equipment and
turn-key construction to the swine
& poultry industries is seeking
a professional with excellent
customer service reasoning and
management skills in our location

in Blooming Prairie, MN.

Part-Time Retai
Sales Representative

As a Retail Sales Rep, your
primary responsibilities will include
providing excellent service and
assist in managing inventory levels
in a way that exceeds customer
expectations.

This position requires;
knowledge of parts & equipment
used in modern hog facilities,
customer service experience,
preferably in a retail store,
excellent communication skills, and
computer skills.

Apply online at:
www.hogslat.com

Equal Opportunity Employer of
Minorities/Women/Disabilities/Veterans
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Mastering
Gardening
LORRIE RUGG

This month’s article
is going to be a bit
different. I am going
to share with all of
you a little more about
the Master Gardener
program from my per-
spective.

Ibecame a Master
Gardener in 2001,
almost 20 years ago.

Tt is one of the best
decisions I ever made,
besides marrying my
husband, among oth-
ers! I have enjoyed gar-
dening through most of
my adult years.

In the fall of 1984, I
answered an ad in the
paper for part-time
Christmas help ata
local garden center
in the town we were
living in at the time.

I had been working

Think about becoming a master gardener

retail in previous jobs
and figured I can do
that. From the first
day at that job, my fate
was sealed. I loved all
aspects of the retail
garden center. In the
winter we sold garden
seeds, bird seed and
feeders of all types,
poinsettias, spring
bulbs, tools and just
about everything you
could think of that you
would find at a garden
center. The group of
people I worked with
opened my eyes and
my heart to the world
of gardening. Spring
brought bedding
plants, nursery stock,
roses, perennials,
grass seed and so much
more. I was hooked. I
learned so much from
my co-workers that I
thought, I have this
gardening thing all
figured out.

When a friend
suggested we take the
Master Gardening
training together, I
thought this would be
a piece of cake, with

all my knowledge. But
was I wrong! I quickly
figured out the amount
of my knowledge was
very small compared
to the vast world of gar-
dening that the Master
Gardener program
provided for me.

Itook the course
work on-line, which
20 years ago was a
learning experience all
of its own. The course
work lasted 10 weeks,
with a different subject
each week. From soils,
to plant disease, lawn
care, insects, house
plant care, trees and
shrubs to name a few.
From there we started
our Community Ser-
vice, give back hours.
The first year while
you are an intern that
amounts to 50 hours. It
may seem like a lot, but
there are so many ways
to get that goal accom-
plished.

We as a group, help
and mentor all of our
interns to help them
achieve that goal,
through plant sale

hours, work at our
Community Garden,
abooth at the County
Fair, Farmers Mar-
ket Q&A sessions
and many more.
After your first year
is complete you are
officially a Master
Gardener. Then comes
the commitment for
the years after that.
Twenty-five hours of
Community Service
and five educational
hours are required per
year to maintain your
eligibility.

If this year has
done anything, I think
we have a lot of new
gardeners out there,
planting vegetable gar-
dens. We would love to
have you join our group
as we continually learn
new research based
gardening knowledge. I
would love to talk with
you, if you have ques-
tions, and we can help
you start the process. I
will post more infor-
mation as we progress
through our recruit-
ment period. Sign up

Northland is proud to be the newest local sales & service Stihl dealership!

Visit http://www.nor

hlandf:

bldeal,

Yy

.net for more details.

2250 AUSTIN ROAD
NA, MN 55060
51-3

3131

northlandfarm

VISIT OUR WEBSITE

i supples st €2020 STIHL

for the program ends coordinator of the
Oct. 1, so think about Steele County Master
joining us, it might be Gardening program.
the best decision you She may be reached at
ever make. brow3298@umn.edu
or 507-444-7687. Her
Lorrie Rugg of column runs in this

Owatonna is the newspaper monthly.

Detve Thru
Tood YTest

AUGUST 21-28

Eomm e Rl

STEELE COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS
Friday & Saturday * 11 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Sunday ¢ 11 a.m. - 6 p.m.
BECKER SMOOTHIES
COLONIAL SALTED NUT ROLLS
EVAN’S EATERY
FRESH FRIES
GODFATHER’S PIZZA
GOETTE’S PORK CHOP SANDWICH
GRANDMA’S COOKIES
MINNESNOWII
MINNEAPPLE PIE
OLE AND LENA'S
OTTE’S KETTLE KORN
PRETZEL WIZ
SCHRODER CONCESSIONS
TOM THUMB DONUTS
STEELE COUNTY ADA MALT STAND

2rmi s R

FIGHTING ALZHEIMER'S
FROM DOWNTOWNS
TO SMALL TOWNS.

Special thanks to the teams that have already signed up:

Betty's Warriors

Charlotte’s Warrior

Ecumen Home Care & Hospice So

Forget Me Nots

Monette

E V
Shorty & Muggs
E

Team Bass

COLE'S
ELECTRIC, INC.

Residential Farm Industrial Commercial

Whether you own a home or a
business, expert wiring is crucial
to your safety and comfort. When
you need the best in wiring, call on
the qualified, licensed electricians
at Cole’s Electric, Inc.

800-801-1387+ 507-451-1387
| s e |

7596 NW 40th St. Owatonna - www.ColesElectric.com

Medicare can be complicated.

A Farm Bureau agent makes it easy.

Call me to find a Medicare supplement
plan that’s right for you.

f Team Smith
Jensen/Riffe elic
L L The Monarch’s of Faribault

Mary's Angels T

Register or donate today: alz.org/walk
24/7 Helpline 800.272.3900

Darrell B. Ingvaldson, LUTCF
100 S Mill Street, P.O. Box 298,
Brownsdale, MN

507-567-2296
darrellingvaldson.fbfsagents.com

BlueCross
BlueShield FARM BUREAU
Minnesota FINANCIAL SERVICES
W5018029 5/20
[ ] [ J o
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Welcome to the fair section

kay, we know this year is a bust when it over the past few months, we still were able to find some
comes to community events, celebrations, life going on with the fair behind the scenes. We offer our
festivals and perhaps most importantly, the findings this week in a special section devoted to the fair.
Steele County Free Fair. As you sit back this week with no fair to attend, take a
‘We should all be heading out to the fair this week to enjoy moment to read this special section and relive some of the
livestock shows, carnival rides, displays, entertainment and fairs in the past. This is a great time to remember your
of course, the food. We will at least get a little taste of the fair favorite fair memories of the past and dream about what’s
through a Drive-In Fair Fest Thursday until Sunday at the fair-  to come hopefully in 2021.
grounds. The Fair Fest will offer a few of the popular treats we It’s sad that we will be missing out on all the fun at
have all come to love over the years. It won't be the same as Minnesota’s largest county fair right in our back yard,
nobody can get out of their vehicles, but why shouldn’t that but if it’s any consolation, the fun is just being post-
surprise us after the kind of year 2020 is turning into. poned until 2021. We hope by then all of us can kick

Even though the COVID-19 pandemic has basi- the COVID-19 where we never have to worry
cally brought our lives to a screeching halt about it again!

4-H Dairy showing becomes fami
tradition for Katzungs

BY RICK BUSSLER
PUBLISHER

howing dairy cows has

become a family tradition

for the Katzung family

of Owatonna. And Jace
Katzung wasn’t about to let the
COVID-19 pandemic get in the way of
him showing this year.

Jace will be showing two dairy
steers in 4-H competition this week
at the Steele County Fairgrounds. It
‘won'’t be anything like the 16-year-
old has grown accustomed to over
the past few years, but he’s just glad
to have the opportunity to show.

“I'mreally glad it wasn’t a virtual
show,” Jace says. “I'm glad we can
do it in person. Just to not have the
chance to show one time would be
disheartening.”

For Jace and other 4-Hers, parad-
ing around the show ring will be a lit-
tle different this year than any other.
They will be required to wear masks
and extra scrutiny will be placed on
cleaning and sanitizing everything.
Volunteers will also be at the show
performing health screenings.

Jace has served on the county’s
Project Development Committee
that formulated plans for continuing
4-H livestock shows this summer in
Steele County. The committee has
been meeting since May at the height
of the coronavirus to work out de-
tails. Jace’s family has been involved
with the committee for eight years.

The dairy show will be different
this year as there are not as many
4-H members competing as normal.

sugMmenpioro  In Jace’s division, there will be only
Jace Katzung of Owatonna shows a dairy steer at a past show. Katzung will be showing this week in 4-H
‘competition in Steele County. SEE 4-H DAIRY, C2
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Fifty people have
been inducted into the
Steele County Live-
stock Hall of Fame
since its inception in

004,

Honorees are
recognized for their
contributions to the
local livestock indus-
try, said Tom Trotman,
superintendent of the
Steele County Free
Fair Livestock Hall of
Fame. A retired dairy
farmer from Blooming
Prairie, Trotman has
been on the committee
for eight years, heading
it the past six years.

“There are people
out there working hard
for the industry. They
are the unsung heroes
working behind the
scenes... working to
make a living and keep
the industry thriving,”
‘Trotman said.

With the cancel-
lation of the Steele
County Fair this year,
no one will be inducted
into the Livestock Hall
of Fame for the first
time since its creation.

“We are sad, but we
didn’t want to award

No one will be inducted into
Livestock Hall of Fame this year

someone without hav-
ing the program,” said
Trotman, adding that

STAFF FILE PHOTO
Ron Van Nurden makes his acceptance speech into the Livestock Hall of Fame at the 2019 ceremony during the

instructor. The late

Bob Chladek also was

honored for his contri-

butions to the livestock
industry and the gift

of his farm to the 761

Foundation, which

provides scholarships

for local high school
graduates to further
their college education
and mini grants to
teachers and princi-
pals for programs that
enhance educational
opportunities for stu-
dents.

Chladek spent his
working career as a
Registered Holstein
Breeder and Dairy
Herd Improvement As-
sociation member. He
served on the board of
the Steele County Hol-
stein Breeders, Owa-
tonna Elevator and
was an active member
of the Steele County
Farm Bureau.

Each year, the Steele
| County Livestock Hall
| of Fame committee
seeks nominations for
inductees from the
community.

f Nominees are
Jjudged on the impact/
influence upon the
livestock industry
— county, state and

the induction program Steele County Free Fair. Van Nurden and the late Bob Chladek were last year's inductees, and two of 50 that have  national, leadership in
typically takes placeon  been inducted since 2004. the livestock industry,
the opening day of the length of livestock and/
fair in front of a crowd the county was estab- M h h h k or community service
of 150 to 200 people. lished in 1855 by the and other relevant con-
This year’s nomi- Minnesota Territory T ereare peo p le who are o Ut t €re workl ng tributions or accom-
nees will be considered  legislature. : plishments. Nominees
for induction next year. Last year, the hard for the |ndUStry' They are the Unsung may be living or
Typically, two Livestock Hall of Fame . . . deceased.
orthreepeopleare  inductedtwomem-  heroes working behind the scenes ... working to ™ Nomination forms
inducted into the Hall bers. Ron Van Nurden are available at the

of Fame each year. But
in the first year, the
committee inducted 15
people, representing

was recognized for
his 44-year career as
a high school agricul-
ture teacher and adult

the 15 decades since

farm management

Tom Trotman
Hall of Fame Superintendent

make a living and keep the industry thriving."

Steele County Free
Fair office on the fair-
grounds. The address
is 1525 S. Cedar Ave.,
Owatonna, MN 55060.

Never imagined life
without the fair

BY TODD HALE

After working for the
SCFF for 30 plus years, it
was beyond my imagination
that there would be a situa-
tion forcing the cancellation
of the fair.

This fair is circled on
everyone’s calendar. It
means fun, great food, and
the reuniting of family
and friends who attend
or attended the fair. Class
reunions are scheduled for
fair week. Family gather-
ings bring family members

week from all over the coun-
try. Yes, the SCFF meant so
much to everyone to lives or
lived in Owatonna.

Now, that’s all been taken
from us due to COVID-19.
Some of the activities of
families and friends may go
on as scheduled but it won’t
be the same. The fair is the
frosting on the cake. Let’s
all look forward to August a
year from now. Will we all be
“back to normal?” Probably
not, but hopefully the Merry-
Go-Round will keep turning,
the bumper cars will keep

mooing, the horses will keep
trotting and the fair food
will continue to be available
for all of us.

Meanwhile, plan to come
to “Fair Fest” and make the
best of 2020, a year fair fans
would just as soon forget!

Todd Hale has been
the voice of the Steele
County Free Fair giving
announcements over the
PA system for more than
25 years. He ended a
26-year stint as publicity
and entertainment direc-

2004: Harry Andrews, Charles
Calverly, Alfred Camp,
George Deml, Hubert Fish-
er, J. Russell Gute, Herbert
Hartle, John Hartle, Arthur
B. Johnson, Adelbert Rad-
ke, Thomas Raine, Jerome
Rypke, A.B. Seykora, Ernest
Sloan, and John Zwiebel
2005: Mary Larson and Eu-
gene P ichner

2006: Victor Calverly, Emil
Steinbert, Truman Tiller-
haas

2007: James Grass, Clarence
Mulert, Larry Tande

2008: General Alexander
Chambers, Russell Seath,
Duane Urch

2009: Marvin Meixner, Joe

Steele County Livestock Hall
of Fame Inductees

2010: Glen Edin, Gene Fran-
cis, Donald Henry

2011: Darwin Kasper,
Leonard GW. Gabbertt and
Evelyn Stransky

2012: Steve Eaker and Doro-
thy Rypka

2013: Donald Resler and Vic
Richardson

2014: Dan Deml and Kay
Anderson

2015: Barb Kasper, Howard
Schoenfeld, and Donald
Sloan

2016: Mark Thlenfeld

2017: Eugene Kruckeberg and
Gail Demmer

2018: Lester Oeltjenbruns and
Richard “Rusty” Paulson
2019: Robert “Bob” Chladek

to Owatonna during fair bumping, the cows will keep tor in 2017. Stransky and Ron VanNurden
4-H DAIRY: showing becomes family tradition for Katzungs mona
eight steers compared of everything that never lost interest even M Joining Jace in
to 20 in a normal year. has gone on with the though showing won’t showing over the past
Jace said some pandemic over the past  look anything like it J u St to n Ot have the C ha n ce several years has been
kids have lost hope several months. But, has in the past. H his older brothers, Josh-
in showing because Jace maintains he has “My family is really to ShOW one tlme WOUld be ua and Jacob. Jace is a
i about show- . . " member of the Meriden
ing,” said Jace. He add- d |Shea rte nin g . Meadowlarks 4-H Club.
ed that his family was He has been involved
E I ect instrumental in push- with 4-H since he joined
ing to have livestock Jace Katzung asa Clover Bud at 5
shows this summer 4-H Dairy Exhibitor years old. Besides 4-H,
despite COVID-19. Jace is also involved in
The Katzungs have FFA at Owatonna High
taken part in at least nesota State Fair in the imals to be judged. “It’s School where he will be
one other show this past. He has shown a better than nothing, but  a junior this year.
summer. A few weeks dairy steer three times Idon’t know how much When he’s not in
ago they showed in an in the past. In 2018, he better,” Jace related. school or working with
open class show featur- earned third place over-  He is afraid that the his 4-H animals, Jace
ing about 50 steers from  all at state. judging may be skewed helps with his family’s
- all over southern Min- Jace is less enthusi- to who ends up taking business, Northland
M I n n e sot a H o u se nesota. Jace proudly astic about State Fair better photographs. Farm Systems in Owa-
shared that his family this year because the Showing has helped tonna. Jace has been
had the grand champi- state is doing a virtual build self-esteem for busy mowing the lawn
Prepared and paid for by Elect Tom Shea 24a Committee |  On steer in the show. competition in which Jace. “Forme, it'sabig  and doinglandscaping
P.0. Box 187 * Owatonna, MN 55060 With 4-H, Jace has exhibitors send in sev- confidence boost,” he for the business this
! earned trips to the Min-  eral photos of their an- said. summer.

301 S Oak Ave
Owatonna

(507) 456-7681

HOURS
Mon-Th: noon - 8 p.m.

Fri-Sun: noon-9 p.m.
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Loss of fair gigs impacts
Miner's Outdoor & Rec

BY HOWARD LESTRUD in Owatonna and the Doug’s knowledge of
STAFF WRITER Dakota County Fair in this brand helps him
Farmington has taken tell the customer what

County fair time is away good revenue will fit their needs.
always a busy, busy from Miner’s Outdoor. Miner’s Outdoor still
time for Miner’s Out- Miner’s supplied golf deals in snowmobile
door & Rec of Blooming cars for the fairs with parts but directs more
Prairie. Miner’s also the Steele County Fair attention to golf cars,
owns MOR Golf & Utili-  renting the most cars, holding a Club Car golf
ty of Lakeville. about 30 (12 standard, 6 car dealership.

The story is differ- utility, 10 four-passen- recreation business the Red Bull Division time and they made a “We sell and cus-
ent this year as most ger, 2 six-passenger). as asupplement toa of the Minnesota Na- decision to move the tomize any kind of
county fairs have been Some individual cars snowmobile repair and tional Guard. business to its present golf cars,” Kristi says.
canceled because of the are also rented to vari- salvage business began It was on June 17, location on Highway 218~ “We're busy all year
COVID-19 pandemic. ous vendors. by his father Marlin 2001 that the Miners’ South. around and there is a

The busiest time is Not only have the many years ago. That business interests Property and four less of a focus on snow-
during the Steele Coun- cancellations taken business was located on changed from a nights buildings owned by mobile parts,” Doug
ty Fair in Owatonna, away golf car rentals, afarm about six miles and weekends business Krampitz Lumber were said. He offers that per-
usually third week of they have also taken east of Blooming Prairie  to afull-time outdoor for sale. The lumber sonal touch in sales.
August just before the away the opportunity in Dodge County. and recreation business.  yard sold Husqvarna Miner’s is open from
Minnesota State Fair. to set up sales outlets at Doug worked with On that June 17 date, and Cub Cadets. The 8a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Mon-

Anyone who has at- the fairs. Miner’s sells his dad in the salvage Doug was participating ~ Miners kept Husqvar- days through Fridays
tended the Steele County  a variety of Husqvarna business and also in two weeks of annual na to supplement their and from 8 a.m. to 12
Fair has spotted Miner’s  products. helped him farm. Doug training at Camp Rip- snowmobile business. noon on Saturdays.
Outdoor vehicles scoot- “We really won't and wife Kristi and ley. He called his father Husqvarna is known “We have a really
ing around the grounds. ~ know how many sales family currently reside to wish him a happy for its outdoor power good team at Miner’s and

The cancellation of we will have lost,” said on the family farm. Father’s Day and was equipment, especially the workers all bring
the Dodge County Fair owners Doug and Kris- Doug is also a vet- informed of the news its chain saws, leaf something different to
in Kasson, the Free- ti Miner. eran of the U.S. Army that the shed which blowers, weed trim- the table,” says Kristi.
born County Fair in Doug Miner, a National Guard. He housed the snowmobile mers, walk behind The Miners have
Albert Lea, the Mower graduate of Blooming was deployed for ayear  business was on fire. lawn mowers, tractor four children: Eliza-
County Fair in Austin, Prairie High School, as a chief maintenance The Miners were mowers, zero turnmow-  beth, Derek, Alexa, and
the Steele County Fair started the outdoor and officer in Kosovo with newly married at the ers and snow blowers. Maverick.

Storm Damage & Preventative
Maintenance Inspection

No Obligation Inspection Coupon

Contact us today!

507-413-5559

2017

“AWARD
\/

ROOFING

License

tBC680

The clock is running out to
address any damage from
this year’s storms, call us
today before it’s too late!

‘
EEMasierklite

PREMIERHOMEMN.COM

www.premierhomemn.com
info@premierhomemn.com.

507-413-5559

CLIP AND SAVE

$1HOTDOGS

Valid on Bingo Thursdays

Elks Club « 126 E. Vine St. - Owatonna
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Owatonna Izaak Walton League Chapter Activities

RICE LAKE STATE PARK

The Owatonna Chap-
ter owned and devloped
what is now Rice Lake
State park. It has since
been expanded by the
Minnesota Department
of Natural Resources
(DNR). The chapter
continues to work with
other organizations to
support and improve
the park.

Owatonna
Reclamation
Center

The chapter was
one of the original
organizing groups for
the recycling center.
Members took turns
‘manning the center on
Saturdays. This was the
forerunner of curbside
recycling

Steele County
Free Fair

The chapter main-
tains the Game and
Fish building at the fair
and provides displays
during the fair.

Oak Glen Lake Park
and public access

Since 1950, the
chapter has owned the
little park on highway
218 south of Bixby. It is
the only public access to
the lake and is used by
many waterfowl hunter
as well as birders

Adopt A Highway

The chapter cleans
two miles of Highway
218 twice a year from
Oak Glen North to just
north of Bixby.

Adopt A River

Cooperate with DNR
and Cannon River Wa-

Last year, some 150,000 people visited the Game and Fish Building during the Steele County Free Fair.

tershed to Adopt over
amile of [zaak Walton
Creek. Work with high
school field biology and
agriculture classes

to clean creek twice a
year and also remove
invasive species from
the area.

Somerset Wildlife
Management Area

Worked with DNR
and other conservation
groups the add 45 acres
to the Wildlife Manage-
ment Area. The Ikes con-
tributed $10,000 and was
part of the committee.

Straight
Creek Wildlife
Production area
Cooperated with US
Fish and Wildlife and
Minnesota Pheasants
to purchase 100-plus
acres located eight

miles south of Owaton-

beginning. The chapter
sponsors a Cub Scout
troop. Provide and
partner with Scouts to
accomplish their Eagle
project. Sponsor Junior
Wildlife Champion
Award for 4-H at the
Steele County Fair.

Ahlborn Woods
Wildlife area

The chapter main-
tains a wildlife area
of approximatley 10
acreas on County
Roadd 31 or 58th St..
SW. There area trails
through the woods for
walking and bird and
wildlife watching. This
property is adjacent to
the chapter house.

Woody's Reserve

In 2019, the Owa-
tonna Chapter inher-
ited the farm of Elaine
Wodarczak south of
Steele Center. It was

misions. Most months  her wish that the bulk

na near the headwater . the chapter house is of it be a wildlife area.
of the Straight River. Reduc'"g our R fully powered by There is approximate-
Donated funds to carbon footprint solar. ly 70 acres that the
resore native prairie Owatonna chapter will
and create nesting area The chapter has Youth Activities manage as wildlife
for wildlife, part of purchase solar panels reserve for the en-
‘work crews to remove through the SUNNA The chapter as been Jjoyment of all. It will
invasive species and project to do our part a sponsor of Kid's have hiking trails and
misplaced trees. to reduce carbon em- Safety Camp since the areas to observe and
enjoy the wildlife and

The

outdoors. Per Elaine’s
wishes there will be no
hunting.

Monthly Meetings

The chapter meets
the 2nd Thursday of
each month except
December it is the 2nd
Friday. We meet at the
chapter house, which is
the AF Reding Envi-
ronmental Center at
1546 - 58th St (County
Road 31) south of Owa-
tonna. There is a pot-
luck meal beginning at
6:30 with a speaker and

species of local fish for the

of Natural typically provide between 18- 20
Owatonna Izaac Walton Leagues aquariums.

membership meeting
to follow.

K

d’s Korner

EDUCARE

Ages 6 WEEKS
to SCHOOL AGE

Enriching FULL-DAY
KINDERGARTEN

EDUCATING TODAY
for a Brighter Tomorrow.

employment opportunities also available
600 Florence Ave, Owatonna ® www.kidskorner.org * 507-451-0312

CENTER INC.

Owatoxna

SVNZN

_ OWATONNA

Granite & Monument ——
1180 Frontage Rd. E Owatonna, MN

507-455-9551

OwatonnaGranite.com

Your Full Service, One - Stop
Automotive Repair Shop

PREFERRED AUTO

Servicing European + Domestic * Asian « Hybrid
Tow Truck Service Call: 507-440-0093

536 Highway 218 S - Blooming Prairie, MN 55917
www.darrickspreferredauto.com

Bmpecestone Fivestone W BFGoodirichi CoODFTEAR

Before You Buy...Let's Toko A Look!
507-279-159

®;
-
Let's Take A Look!

Richard Owens, Jr
NAHI Certified Home Inspector

507-279-1590

Items inspected include:
» General Structure * Electrical « HVAC * Plumbing
www.RDOHomelnspection.com

RDO
HOME
INSPECTIONS uc
a9, Y , m

5
®

efore You Buy.

S nutl
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THE FAIR MAY BE
HIBERNATING THIS YEAR,
BUT OUR FAIR DEALS
ARE NOT!

For years, we have enjoyed your company and
offering specials at the Steele County Fair.

We're sorry we can’t see you this year 3
at the fair, but don’t despair

we still have fair deals for you!

BOGO FAIR DEALS
New Subscribers:

Buy one year at $46 and get the
2nd year FREE!

Renewals:
Buy one year at $46 and get another

6 months FREE!

There is no other source for weekly

HOMETOWN COMMUNITY NEWS like us!

- —— -y

Steele County Times

Name:

Address:

Phone:

E-Mail (for E-Edition):
Return to: Offer good only through Sept. 30, 2020.
Steele County Times

P.O. Box 247

Blooming Prairie, MN 55917

siTimes

+
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Four Season Centre has ice
in August for first time

Fair cancellation gives way to early hockey: figure skating

There’s ice down in
the west arena at Four
Seasons Centre, located
on the Steele Coun-
ty Fairgrounds, and
skaters are putting it to
good use.

“We've never been
able to have ice the
month of August be-
cause of the fair,” said
Steve Schroht, Steele
County Park and Rec
director and manager of
the Four Season Centre.
“This is our fifth week
of ice and it will stay
until March.

Schroht said he'd
hoped to have the ice
available in June, but
the COVID-19 guide-
lines for ice arenas
kept changing. “Once
‘we knew we could
operate comfortably
within the state and
CDC guidelines, we
opened the ice to local
hockey and figure skat-
ing groups on July 6.

For now, the east are-
na is set up so skaters
can put on their skates
safely.

“Parents, skaters
and coaches have
been so cooperative,”
Schroht said. “It's been
really neat to see how
everybody has worked
together.”

He added that every
group who rents the ice
provides a designated li-
aison to ensure that the
COVID-19 guidelines
are being followed.

The guidelines
require:

- Players to wait in

the car until 10 min-

utes prior to practice
time;

- Players and coaches

to be temperature

checked and asked
medical screening
questions before en-
tering the building;

- Players to come

to the rink fully

dressed, not in-

emm——
==
-
aa v

The east arena is set up with chairs and mats so skaters can put on their skates safely while social distancing. The mats and chairs are
disinfected between each skating group.

"It's been really neat to see how
everybody has worked together."

Steve Schroht
Steele Park & Rec Director

cluding skates and
helmet;

- Players to leave

the rink within 10
minutes of the end of
practice;

- Masks to be worn

except on the ice; and

- That no spectators

are allowed - players

and coaches only.

If all goes as planned
the second sheet of ice
will go down in Sep-

tember and both rinks
will be available to
skaters through March,
with ice going back
down in June for six
weeks. Between March
and May, the Centre

is available for the
tradeshow season and
dry floor events. And in
August, it will host the
Steele County Free Fair
exhibitors.

The Four Seasons
Centre was built in 1972
and expanded in 2000,
providing users with

The ice in the west arena has been available to youth hockey and figure skating groups since July 6.

expanded opportunities
for ice-related activities
and dry floor events.
The facility employs
four full-time people
and 10-12 part-time
employees.

The multi-purpose
complex consists of two
connected buildings
with 30,000 and 20,000
square feet of floor
space. A hospitality
area, usable also asa
meeting space, over-

looks both exhibit floors.

Events held in the

Four Season Centre
have included: car
shows, circus, concerts,
conventions, dog shows,
gun & weapon shows,
farm equipment shows,
trade shows, gradua-
tion, high school prom,
company meetings and
parities, banquets, wed-
dings and receptions,
wrestling tournaments,
auctions, figure skating
shows, sporting events,
hockey tournaments,
class reunions and fam-
ily reunions.

Trust Us To Handle With Care

Check us out at our new website: www.megercares.com

1603 Austin Road * Owatonna * 507-451-1457

¢ Good luck to all 4-H members in competition this month!

Brick-Meger Funeral Home
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FAIR MEMORIES

Summer
is not bright
without the fair

BY JAN MITTELSTADT
TIPPETT

The great August
Steele County reunion
won’t be happening
this year.

The Free Fair has
long been a place and
time to visit with
friends, old and new,
see the animals, ride
the rides, enjoy fair
food, listen to music,
shop with the vendors
and admire the exhib-
its. Our summer is not
as bright without it.

Having grown up in
Owatonna - on McKin-
ley Street, just three
short blocks from the
fairground, we went to
the fair every day, and
certainly more than
once a day.

In my mid-teens
came the fair job.
Mine was working
at the Tom Thumb
stand. Selling those
cute doughnuts for 8
to 10 hours a day for
six days can cure you
from ever wanting to
eat them again. Truly.

But all of that hav-
ing no purpose except
enjoyment came to
an end when I started
working as a summer
intern for the People’s
Press for $2 an hour,
the minimum wage in
1970. No benefits. No
overtime. But enjoy-
ment there was and
plenty of purpose. I
repeated the intern
jobin 1971 and then
covered the fair as a
reporter and then edi-
tor from 1972-1985.

In those early days,
newspaper people
seemed to like living
up to the unearned
reputation of big time
partiers and drinkers.
And, I confess, may-
be it wasn’t always
unearned. We had a
press shack located
on the west side of the
racetrack wall. It was
a tiny old place but
during the fair it was a
place to work, to meet
with people, and to
hear stories and jokes
late into the evening.
Lots of folks would
just drop by. And when
there were races, you
had to find another
place to hang out.

L.R. “Lefty” Ring-
hofer, the long-time
editor then in semi-re-
tirement, was the mas-
ter joke teller. Lefty
was often joined by
Norb McCready who

told outlandish stories
about life in Owaton-
na, state government
and the powers that
were. All of these
stories were fueled by
alcohol - and T admit
that the telling and
the hearing was better
with a little or a lot of
liquid refreshment.

All of that fun was
beside the work, some
of which was certain-
ly different than the
normal coverage of the
schools, the city, the
county, and the people
of Steele County since
no local person was
usually shot out of a
cannon.

Alas, the press
shack was removed to
make room for ven-
dors (I think that’s
what happened). The
site is memorialized.
There's the Lefty
Ringhofer drink-
ing fountain there,
installed in his honor
after his death in
1982. It’s still there but
when the fair is in ses-
sion, you have to look
for it. When the water
is turned on, you could
have a drink on Lefty.

‘We moved into the
Oakdale Motel, room
22, after the press
shack was removed.

It wasn’t as much

fun but it had certain
advantages, such as
air conditioning and
an on-site bathroom.
There were still
stories to listen to but
the number of drop-
in visitors declined
since it wasn’t on the
fairgrounds. Adult
beverages were still
available. We were
still using typewrit-
ers so writing off-site
wasn't a big deal.

Later, the computer
system eliminated
writing off-site but it
was still a great place
to hang out. We had
our favorite foods to
eat and local vendors
to support. Duke Ran-
dall did a great turkey
dinner in the KC
stand that always had
sliced cucumbers with
onions. The Aurora
dinner had super food
and pie (and still does).

Before Fair Square,
in my recollection, the
music was concentrat-
ed in the KRFO Tent.
Pink Allen and Todd
Hale broadcast live for
much of the day with
Jerry Boos running
the board. The only

non-newspaper work I
did was participating
in the nail driving
contest. I never won.
Inever came close.

It was not part of
newspaper coverage
so there is no perma-
nent record. Thank
goodness.

My favorite rumor
of all time originated
at the Steele Coun-
ty Free Fair. I was
reminded of it when I
was the editor in Sun
City and Sun City
West, Ariz., where
dozens of Owatonnans
wintered (and prob-
ably still do). One of
those hometown peo-
ple was Bob Ringhofer
(Lefty’s brother), who
was president of the
fair board when the
rumor started and for
years before and after.

The story goes like
this: A viewer at the
cattle barn show ring
was attacked by a
huge green ball. The
ball circled the ring
several times before
attacking the man and
killing him. Several
others were injured by
either the green ball
or the blue smoke that
caused much dam-
age. The police came,
along with the fire
department, rescue
squad and the Nation-
al Guard.

The fairgrounds
were abuzz with the
story. Just as children
playing telephone, the
message was changed
with each teller. We
had dozens of calls
at the office and at
the press shack. The
story grew and grew.
Another reporter and
1 worked a half-day to
track down the real
story.

None of it was true,
of course.

The truth? There
had been a little elec-
trical problem, no fire,
no smoke, no nothing
at one of the cattle
barns. Like most ru-
mors, the truth is far
less interesting. But
the green ball of fire
story went on and on.
It could still be mak-
ing the rounds.

Jan Mittelstadt
Tippett is a retired
editor and reporter.
She moved back to
Owatonna five years
ago. She can be
reached at jtippett@
midco.net.

\

/ From Farm to Front Yard,
we have the
Equipment, Service, & Parts

Ve KIBBLE
“ EQUIPMENT

Owatonna | 507-451-4054
www.KibbleEq.com

Trusted Service.
Cooperative Value.

CENTRAL FARM SERVICE

Dem

Home INSPECTIONS

NG

I service southern

at ease in a hom

been thoroughly

professional

Based out of Owatonna.

Buyers and sellers alike will feel

Get a thorough,

Minnesota.

e that has
inspected.

opinion

507-475-2383

My goal is to make your home safe

and provide the buyer/seller a sense
of satisfaction in buying/selling their home.

Let me inspect your home today!

217 13th St NE « Owatonna ssdeming@charter.net

cfscoop.com

LANDPR®#»Z.COM

Agricultural & Recreational Real Estate / Auctions / Farm Management

PROFESSIONAL BROKERS
AND AUCTIONEERS

GREG JENSEN
LANDPROZ BROKER
AUCTIONEER
Minnesota and lowa
507-383-1067
gregjensen@landproz.com

Scin o
ALEX WAYNE
LANDPROZ AGENT
Minnesota
507-456-6559
alexwayne@landproz.com

eLand Listings
¢ Live Land Auctions
e Online Land Auctions

¥ sales@LandProz.com
e 1-844-GO-4-PROZ
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DAIKIN. UNLEASHING
UNLIMITED POTENTIAL
WITH QUALITY AIR.

DAIKIN BELIEVES QUALITY AIR UNLEASHES
PEOPLE’S UNLIMITED POTENTIAL.

Because superior quality air produces better outcomes
where you work, where you create, and where you live. It's
not possible without the wisdom and passion of our highly
skilled team in Southern Minnesota. Employing over 1,000
people in Faribault and Owatonna, Daikin is fully invested
in developing the talent base needed to meet the unique
demands of HVAC customers around the world.

Daikin Applied, a division of the world’s number one air conditioning company,
designs and produces complex, highly specified HVAC equipment. Learn how
Daikin delivers Air Intelligence™ and better outcomes for our customers at
www.daikinapplied.com.

P DAIKIN
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Fair or no fair, Owatonna Izaak Walton League’s work continues

With this year’s
cancellation of the Steele
County Free Fair, August
is proving to be far less
hectic for Ted Mittelstadt.

As president of the
Owatonna Izaak Walton
League and superinten-
dent of the Game and
Fish Building on the
fairgrounds, Mittel-
stadt said he typically
spends about 100 hours
each summer getting
the building ready and
to host its estimated
150,000 visitors.

This summer, Mit-
telstadt and his fellow
“Ikes,” as they like to
be called, worked a few
nights at the building
~ doing some general
maintenance and mak-
ing some improvements
they typically don’t

have time to do when
preparing for the fair.

The building itself is
more than 80 years old.
It was constructed in
1938 through a Works
Progress Administra-
tion (WPA) project and
is owned by the county.

Mittelstadt said the
Tkes will miss the fair
this year because it's
a great opportunity to
connect with fellow con-
servationists and to talk
with others about the
local chapter’s goals:

« To ensure Ameri-
ca’s streams, lakes, and
other waters are safe for
fishing, swimming, and
other uses;

+ To connect more
young people to con-
servation and outdoor
recreation;

Ml

year’'s
“Drive-In

PETERSB

STATE REPRESENTATIVE

Enjoy this

Fair Fest.”

i&

John Petersburg

paid for by

700 19th Ave. NE, Waseca, MN 56093

We look forward to serving
you and your community!

Py Skjeveland

=\

Enterprises

Licensed & Insured
Locally Owned & Operated.

Call TODAY !

You can count on us!

507.528.9900 «

507.214.8727

665 32nd Ave NW, Owatonna, MN
skjevelandenterprises@msn.com

United
Way

United Way
of Steele County

« To conserve and re-
store habitat to support
healthy, sustainable fish
and wildlife popula-
tions; and

+ To engage more
people in sustainable
outdoor recreation.

“It’s all about protect-
ing the outdoors,” said
Mittelstadt. “We need
clean air for birds and
clean water for fish.”

The public may not
be able to see the 18-20
species of fishes typical-
ly displayed at the fair
this year, but there are
things they can do to
protect the environment.

At minimum, Mittel-
stadt said, everyone can
recycle. That’s some-
thing the local Ikes have
advocated for years.
‘The chapter was one of
the original organizing
groups for the local re-
cycling center. Members
took turns manning the
center on Saturdays.
This was the forerunner
of curbside recycling.

On the renewable en-
ergy front, the Owaton-
na Chapter purchased

Ted Mittelstadt is president of the Owatonna Izaak
Walton League and superintendent of the Game and
Fish Building on the Steele County fairgrounds.

10 solar panels though
the Steele-Waseca Coop-
erative Electric (SWCE)
Sunna Project
toreduce its carbon
footprint. Most months
the chapter house is
fully powered by solar.
Without the fair this
year, Mittelstadt said,
he and the chapter’s
85 members will focus

their efforts on several
other environmental
protection and con-
servation projects,
including work to
make Woody’s Reserve
accessible for hiking
and bird watching.
The chapter inherit-
ed the farm of Elaine
Wodarczak south of
Steele Center last year

and it was her wish
that the bulk of the
70-acres be preserved a
wildlife area.

The chapter also
maintains the 10-acre
Ahlborn Woods Wildlife
area located adjacent
to its Chapter House on
County Road 31.

Anyone interest
in learning more or
Jjoining the league can
contact Mittelstadt by
calling 507-451-7946.
The chapter can also
be found on Facebook
as “Owatonna Izaak
Walton League.”

‘The Owatonna chap-
ter meets the second
Tuesday of each month,
except December when
it's the second Friday.
Members meet at the
chapter house, which is
the AF Reding Envi-
ronmental Center at
1546 58'" St., Owatonna
(about 6 miles south of
Owatonna off County
Road 31). Thereisa
potluck meal beginning
at 6:30 p.m., followed by
a speaker and member-
ship meeting.

State Fair to host online marketplace,
virtual competitions

Although there will
not be the usual op-
portunity to gather for
the Great Minnesota
Get-Together this year,
the Minnesota State Fair
is pleased to announce
the creation of the Min-
nesota State Fair Online
Marketplace, as well as
four virtual competition
showcases, from cookie
decorating to crop art,
for fair guests to enter
and showcase their cre-
ativity this summer.

The Minnesota State
Fair Online Market-
place is a searchable
hub to help fair fans
support their favorite
State Fair merchandise
vendors and discover
new shopping surprises.

Currently featuring 240
vendors, many of them
will offer State Fair deals
and special merchandise,
and the online hub will
be available through Dec.
31, soitis a perfect place
for holiday shopping.
During the 12 days of the
fair, there has never been
a shortage of shopping,
specialty merchants

and unique artisans;

s0 this online market-
place will continue that
tradition. There will be
the hard-to-find gifts

and gadgets, handmade
and made-in-Minnesota
goods, foodie fun, upcy-
cled d?cor, helpful home
services, hobby gear,
treats for furry friends,
apparel, and more. Each

'vendor promotional page
in the marketplace will
include a description of
their business and what
they sell, website link,
photo of their State Fair
space, location at the
2019 State Fair, and their
contact information.
Guests will be able to
click through to vendor
websites to do their shop-
ping. The link is: https://
www.mnstatefair.org/
fair-finder/shops/.

The Minnesota
State Fair competition
department is offering
four virtual showcases
for 2020. Entry photos
will be accepted until
4:30 p.m. Thursday, Aug.
27. Then State Fair staff
picks will be announced

on the fair’s social media
channels between Fri-
day, Aug. 28 and Labor
Day, Sept. 7.

The showcases include:

- Cookie Decorating:
Decorate cookies depict-
ing a favorite fair activity.
One person, chosen by
State Fair staff and noti-
fied by email, will receive
two free tickets to the 2021
Minnesota State Fair.

«Crop Art: Join in
virtually for the beloved
crop art tradition. One
entry in the advanced
class and one entry in
the amateur class, cho-
sen by State Fair staff
and notified by email,
will each receive two

SEE STATE FAIR, C12

Join the conversation 12:15-12:45pm
August 24 - UWSC 2020 Campaign Kickoff: The State of UWSC
August 25 - Empowering our Youth: Education Panel
August 26 - The Health of our Community: Health Panel
August 27 - A Path Toward Financial Stability: Income Panel

WWw.

| 2020 Virtual
Campaign Kickoff

.unitedwaysteelecounty.org

507-455-1180

-
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WE’RE STILL OPEN!

Tahl

&5

Gyro & Chips
$7.99

5

Coconut
Shrimp Basket
5

KERNEL

Restaurant

seating av

Foot Long Chili Dog Basket

57.99
r Clip & Save 1.
:10% OFF:
B i 1
§~ X 0 1
ey | Redeem at: 1
1 K I R 1
Pulled Pork 1 emoewa:::anu;am 1
Sandwich Basket 1 e 1
$8.99 [E i

Online Ordering: www.kernelrestaurant.orderze.net
Curbside Pick-up: 507-451-2585

Hours: 7 a.m. - 7 p.m. Daily
7 a.m. - 3 p.m. Sundays

1011 Hoffman Dr. NW
Owatonna

Cobb Chicken Salad
$9.49

WORKPLACES
2018
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o
TOP
150

2019

It's Our Business to Protect Yours

INSURANCE (‘, °

TOP
150

Property & Casualy | Life &

Personal Lines Insurance (MN only) Homeowners, Condominiums. & Renters | Auto | Personal Umbrella

Federated Mutual

Wards 50° Top Performer | AM. Best® A+ (Superior) Rating,
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Beer Garden sees improvements during
off year as crew prepares for 2021

BY CHRIS BALDWIN “We picked $10,000 plained. “I felt that we such a well-run fairand  and come in early and updates and improve-
STAFF WRITER as a good number to needed todress itup a well organized, I'll miss  leave late —especially ments throughout,
use for any projects, little.” it this year.” during the fair - Idon't the fairgrounds will
While the news that it’s something to work One of the most no- Another silver lining  think they get as much be more than ready to
this year’s fair would be  towards where we can ticeable updates to the to this summer is the credit as they deserve play host for next year’s
canceled was a disap- go after some of these Beer Garden is thenew  opportunity toshoreup  but they’re awesome.” festivities once the fun
pointment for all, some things,” he explained. furnishings. Chairs, the grass on the former With a myriad of continues in 2021.
saw it as an opportunity A lot of the work being tables, and booths were  north end of the track.
to make something good ~ done involved painting all donated by Godfa- “Hopefully we can get
out of a bad situation. or tidying up the build- ther’s Pizza in Owaton- it totally finalized this
“Ididn’t want to be ings. “It’s been really na. “I think it’s really fall,” Prokopec said. e n S e n
complacent and I feel nice to get into these nice that they did that,”  “We were in such a rush @ Heating, /\/ C,
that our fair is one of buildings and take care  Prokopec said while last year that the grass & Plumbing
the best around and of some things that noting that the old didn’t take as well as we
I want to keep it that were lingering.” chairs and tables were had hoped.” ” . .
way,” said Josh Proko- The Beer Garden getting a bit long at As for the grounds * Quality plumbing & heat/ng
pec, amember of the saw a host of improve-  tooth. crew, much of its work is products for your remodeling
fair board andin charge  ments, from new chairs “The fair is very done for the year. “We're or new home construction.
of the grounds crew. and tables, to a more important to the going to be wrapping )
With the cancella- uniform look. “Part community and we things up this fall as . Servmg our area for over 40 years.
tion of the fair, many of the reason I was had tables and chairs we’re going to be losing ) o
projects, which might pushing so hard to do that we were no longer some of our crew to col- « We'll treat your home as if it
otherwise have tobede-  that was because we going to use and we lege,” Prokopec noted. were our own.
layed, were able tomove  did the bathrooms last knew that the fair could “I'think it’s the best
forward. “We have the year, and that was such  use them,” Brad Price, grounds crew that 256-4712
luxury of having no anice addition to the owner of Godfather’s I'm aware of,” he said. Geneva L KOHLER
time constraints seeing Beer Garden that I felt Pizza, said. “The fair “They work long hours
as there’s no fair and we were getting more benefits everybody in
no offseason events,” publicity and use out the community and it’s

Prokopec said. of it,” Prokopec ex- an economic driver. It's

SADLY THE FUN HAS BEEN
POSTPONED... SEE YOU IN 2021!

Johnson Doerhoefer
& Miner P.A.

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

314E M n sn 133 N Broadway 685 W Bridge St, Ste 6
Bloomi New Richland Owatonna
507-583- 7528 507-465-8100 507-451-9136

Steele County District 3 Commissioner

I wish to continue serving
as your Steele County Commissioner:

| believe our county commissioner board over the past

3+ years has accomplished a great deal of positive and
necessary fiscal changes for you the Steele County taxpayer.
I would like to continue working with the board to assist

in safeguarding your taxpayer dollars. It is important as a
commissioner to be engaged with the ongoing function

of our county departments who work hard to operate
efficiently and transparently.

Over the past 3+ years, we've accomplished: I will work for each Steele Countian
S Returned the newly built County Highway Department building budget back to a to ensure that their tax dollars work
manageable fiscal range resulting in the construction of a very efficient and functional for them, not the other way around...

building at a significant savings to our taxpayers.

J Brought the county spending back to a manageable level of approximately 4% vs. the
double digit spending we experienced with previous boards in the past.

I value each one of you and ask for

Y We have a cohesive county ¢ issi board focused in ing Steele County
taxpayers dollars in the most cost-efficient and responsible way possible while also your vote on November 3rd.
insuring our departments function at optimum levels, providing the best service we can to
the people of Steele County. Iwould love to hear from you:
Y Transparent, vital and efficient communication between the county board, the county Home telephone: 507-451-3813
administrator, the various departments and department heads. Steele County phone 507-444-7427
2 Email: i@ri com
When re-elected | will focus my energy on:
« Work Force in Steele County « Completion of Highway 14 RickGnemiforCommissioner.com
« Drug and Veteran’s Courts « Senior Care and Protection
« Listening to You, the Citizens of Steele County Prepared and Paid for by

As your elected commissioner my goal and focus is to ensure that the people of Steele County ~ Rick Gnemi for County
are represented fairly with transparency. | will protect and carefully monitor your hard-earned ~ Commissioner
tax dollars. | will also listen to your concerns and will work to find viable and workable solutions.
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Benefits Opportunities

+  Competitive Pay * Punch Press

+ Medical, Dental, Vision &

o Operators
Prescription Coverage !
* Flex Spending Account + Die Cast Operators

+  Life, Short & Long-Term + Assemblers

Disability Insurance . . X
+  401(k) Retirement Plan Coating Line

+ 10 Paid Company Holidays Operators
- Employee Assistance + Fork Lift Drivers

« Tuition Assistance . Tool & Die Machinist
+ Shoe Reimbursement

Up to $1,000
Stay Bonus

Apply Now Online at www.AmesburyTruth.com/careers

@ AT Careers

700 W Bridge St.
Owatonna, MN
55060

P//ImesburyTruth’”

AmesburyTruth.com | 800.866.7884

B
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STATE FAIR: t0 host online marketplace moncs

free tickets to the 2021
Minnesota State Fair.
-K-12 Artwork and
Photography: Students
from across the state are
welcome to submit their
artwork and photogra-
phy. All who enter will
receive a certificate of
participation via email.
State Fair staff will
select three photogra-
phy and three drawing/
painting entries from
each grade to feature on
social media. Entries in-
clude photography (black
and white or color) and
drawing/painting (using
any medium including
but not limited to: cray-
ons, markers, watercol-
or, acrylic, mixed media).
* Quilt On-A-Stick:
One of the fair’s most
unique competitions,
Quilt On-A-Stick fea-
tures the 2020 theme,
“Fishing in Minnesota:
The One That Got Away.”

~machine or by hand -
with a paint stirrer as
the stick. This competi-
tion will be judged, and
the top five submissions
will be highlighted on
social media.

More information on
each showcase and how
to enter can be found
at the following link:
https://www.mnstate-
fair.org/competitions/
competition-2020/

In addition to the vir-
tual showcases, the fair
previously announced
that the show will go on
for the 2020 Fine Arts
Exhibition of Minnesota.
This one-of-a-kind show-
case will feature amazing
work by hundreds of art-
ists from across the state
selected through an on-
line juried competition.
Fair fans can get an up-
close opportunity to view
the exhibition during
special in-person gallery
ings from Thursday,

are8”x9” and can use
any quilting method

Aug. 27 through Labor
Day, Sept. 7, in the Fine

Arts Center on the State
Fairgrounds. Tickets for
gallery showings are $10
each and currently on
sale. The exhibition is
also available through
avideo-recorded tour
and an online catalog,
both available later this
summer at no cost. For
more information, visit
the following link:
https://www.mnstate-
fair.org/competitions/
fine-arts/fine-arts-exhi-
bition-event/

The Minnesota State
Fair is one of the largest
and best-attended
expositions in the world,
attracting more than 2
million visitors annual-
ly. Showcasing Minne-
sota’s finest agriculture,
art and industry, the
Great Minnesota GetTo-
gether is 12 Days of Fun
Ending Labor Day. Visit
mnstatefair.org for more
information. The 2021
Minnesota State Fair
runs Aug. 26 - Labor
Day, Sept. 6.

GIVE THEM EVERY REASON TO SMILE

Straight, healthy teeth will offer your child a
lifetime of benefits. A beautiful smile boosts
self-confidence and makes a great first impression,

FOUR SEASONS

Wy oA

a valuable asset both today and down the road.

ORTHODONTIC SPECIALIST

Dr. DebroathJ. Lien, ovs, mss

Accepting adults and children

COMMERCIAL * RESIDENTIAL * INDUSTRIAL * AGRICULTURAL !

3127 S County Road 45 * Owatonna

507-446-8415
fax 507-455-1305

132 2ND AVE. NE
BLOOMING PRAIRIE

507.583.6613
Buflchng Recliny Smiles)

www.drdeborahlienorthodontics.com

Ryan Spindler - Owner

ryan@fourseasonselectric.com

R 0 MINNESOTA
; 2inkaimy S

S

DISTRICT 24
TU VOZ EN EL SENADO
CODKAAGA XUKUNKA

er!|

Are you

with the way we are governed?

Blaming others rather than taking responsibility?
Creating problems rather than solving them?
Representing the party rather than the people?
Decision making based on hearsay rather than science?
Just saying NO is not a solution!

government

and as senator | promise to:

It’s

Let the past inform the future.
Develop a long term vision based on science, not hearsay.
Represent the interests of everyone in the community.
Solve the curent problems to get us the future we want.
Restore integrity and honesty in government.

Get to know me at

Join the conversation online Zoom. The calends on the website.

Prepared and paid for by the Roger Steinkamp MN Senate Committee.

PO Box 1177, Faribault, MN. 55021
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Scott Seykora of Owatonna operates a power saw while working on a repair project at the Mother's Rest building on the Steele County Fairgrounds. Brandon
Guse is shown at the steps in the background. The two are art teachers who work at the fair during the summer.

THEJARTIORMAINTAININGITHE FAIR

Brandon Guse uses a power tool to put together a new steps on the fairgrounds.

hey both share a com-
mon thread in their

professional careers as

well as their summer
gigs. Together they have discov-
ered the art of maintaining the
grounds of Minnesota’s largest
county fair.

Scott Seykora and Brandon
Guse are art teachers and share
a passion for keeping the Steele
County fairgrounds in working
order and properly maintained.

Seykora teaches computer graph-

ics at Owatonna High School

while Brandon Guse teaches art at
Waseca Intermediate School. Both

grew up in Owatonna.

‘Throughout the summer

months, they each log in 40 hours

per week except during August.

For the two weeks prior to the

county fair, they work 70-80

hours per week and about 120

hours while the fair is going on.

Of course, that won’t happen this
e

Area art teachers team
up to keep the
grounds in order

STORY AND PHOTOS BY RICK BUSSLER

crew is getting a chance to do those
smaller projects. “We're getting to
do things we've wanted to do for the
past five years,” said Seykora, who
has been with the maintenance
crew for the past 17 years. Guse has
been working alongside Seykora for
the past 12 years.

Guse, a 2003 graduate of Owaton-
na, likes the summer fair job for a
variety of reasons. “You get to work
with your friends and be outside.
It’s nice to work with your hands,”
he said. “Ienjoy doing stuff you can
see results when you are down.”

Seykora explained that the fair
has given them a budget of $10,000
to work with for doing the variety
of smaller projects this summer.
“We're doing a lot of things at low
cost,” he said. “We're under budget
so far. We're trying to save money
when we can and make things
look better,” he added.

A few weeks ago, Seykora and
Guse replaced the wooden steps
leading into the Mother’s Rest build-
ing. They have also been repainting
the and aint

year b f the us
pandemic shuttering all fairs in
the state. But they are still work-
ing their normal summer hours
sprucing up the grounds.

In recent years, the fair has
focused on a number of larger

‘maintenance projects and smaller
projects got pushed to the side. With

no fair this year, the

e
and trim in the Beer Garden. “It’s 5
gallons of paint here and 5 gallons
of paint there,” Seykora said.
Joining Seykora and Guse on
the maintenance crew are several
'high school and college age mem-
bers. The building and grounds
director is Josh Prokopec, who
wasa f Seykora’s.

“It’s like being a teacher out
here,” Seykora says of his summer
gig. “I'm telling the crew what
needs to get done and where to go,”
he said. “I'm teaching these kids
some of their life skills.”

Guse and Seykora enjoy
working together. “We both have
different creative ideas and differ-
ent styles,” Seykora said. “It’s fun
to be able to trust someone (like
Guse). He is a good co-worker to
have,” he added.

“We're getting to do
things we've wanted to do
for the past five years."

Scott Seykora
Fair Worker

While they won’t be cramming
so much this year with no fair,
Seykora is taking advantage of the
slower pace. “It’s a nice change of
pace for one year, but I wouldn’t
want to do it forever,” he said.

Seykora, who grew up on a
farm south of Owatonna, has
‘been hanging out at the fair for
most of his life. In his younger
years, he showed hogs, cattle,
shop and creative arts projects as
amember of the Straight River
Stars 4-H Club. He takes great
pride in making the fairgrounds
look the way it does.

He always knew he wanted to
be a teacher, but never envisioned
being an art instructor. Seykora
originally was enrolled in the tech
ed program at Minnesota State
University Mankato. However,
the program was dropped in his
Jjunior year and he switched to art.
After he graduated from college,
the art position opened up in
Owatonna and he jumped at the
opportunity to come back home.

In his 17 years of doing mainte-
nance, Seykora feels that the fair
has gotten better each year. “I'm
usually the last one here every
day. I want to make sure every-
thing gets done,” he said.

By the end of summer, Seykora
admits he’s ready to head back to
the classroom. “It’s refreshing to
get back to teaching,” he said.
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COVID puts senior honor on ice

No Steele County top senior citizen this year

BY HOWARD LESTRUD
STAFF WRITER

The coronavirus,
COVID-19 dealt a knockout
punch this summer to plans
to name two outstanding
Steele County senior citizen
volunteers of the year.

The Steele County Ex-
change Club met on Thurs-
day, Aug. 7 and voted to delay
the naming of a 2020-21 top
man and top woman senior
citizen volunteers.

Bruce Kubicek, a past
president of the Steele County
Exchange Club, said the
selection committee said it
would wait until the first part
of 2021 to name two top senior
citizen volunteers.

The Steele County Ex-
change Club typically
announces its senior citizen
volunteer selections at an
Exchange Club breakfast the
week before the start of the
Steele County Free Fair.

The public is invited to a
special awards ceremony for
the top seniors on the Thurs-
day of the Steele County
fair. Top senior selectees are
then advanced to the Minne-
sota State Fair where they
compete with other top senior
volunteers.

Last year’s top Steele Coun-
ty male senior citizen of the
year, Vern Wilker of Owaton-
na, was named a runner-up
to the top senior picked as
Minnesota’s No. 1 male senior
volunteer of the year.

Carol Prokopec of rural
Blooming Prairie was named
the top female senior volun-
teer for 2019,

Now, these two top Steele
County senior volunteers get
to wear their crown a few
months longer.

“Iwas really surprised on
being selected for this honor,”
Carol remarked. “It’s certain-
ly an honor and I appreciate
it,” she continued.

Carol’s husband Bob re-
ceived the top senior volunteer

« Teaching farm and farm
equipment safety

« Teaching geography to
elementary school children
through the Wilson School
“Passport Program.”

« Walking in parades to
hand out flags to children
along the parade route

« Radio announcing for the
Steele County Free Fair

+ Member and past chair-
man of the Steele County Ex-
change Club whose national
mission is the prevention of
child abuse.

« He served as chairman of
the Exchange Club Center for
Family Unity.

Wilker’s other talents are
singing and auctioneering
and he uses those talents
for fundraising events such
as the cancer auction held
annually at the Eagles Club
inO

Vern Wilker, 80, of Owatonna was selected the Male 2019 Steele County Senior Citizen Volunteer
of the Year. He also was chosen a runner-up in the Minnesota State Fair senior citizen volunteer

competition.

award three years ago. “I'm
very proud of Carol,” smiled
husband Bob, sitting next to
her at the awards ceremony in
Fair Square Park at the fair.

Carol is 77 and she never
says she is old, “just older,”
she laughs.

Growing up on a farm near
Pratt, Carol attended a one-
room school through eighth
grade in District 71. She has
two brothers, Don and Bill.

After graduating from
Owatonna High School, Carol
studied radiology at the Owa-
tonna City Hospital and the
University of Minnesota. She
worked at Deaconess Hospi-
tal in Minneapolis and then
became head technologist in
Owatonna, implementing a
teaching program.

She and Bob have two chil-
dren, Karen Beiter of Roches-
ter, N.Y. and Kristyn Todd of
Owatonna. Karen was born
deaf and currently teaches
at a deaf college. Kristyn is a
personal care assistant.

The Prokopecs have eight
grandchildren.

Carol said volunteering
has come to her naturally
because her parents served
as volunteers.

Carol began volunteering
at the Prairie Manor Care
Center in Blooming Prairie.
Carol helped care for her
mother and her mother-in-law
at Prairie Manor. She has con-
tinued volunteering for others
at Prairie Manor. “It’s almost
become a full-time job for both
Bob and me,” she said.

Carol also volunteered for
a deaf association in Austin
in the late 1960s. She helped
raise funds for various proj-
ects of the deaf association.

A member of the Holy
Trinity Catholic Church in
Litomysl, Carol started the
Sunday School program
there “and it is still going,”
she says. She is a member of
the Holy Trinity Women’s
Council, participates in
spring and autumn baking,

serves as a greeter and sings
in the church combo.

Sewing is a love of Carol’s.
She meets weekly with the
Holy Trinity sewing group at
the former St. Isador’s School.
“Most of our sewing goes to
missions,” she says.

Her church work is not de-
voted to just Holy Trinity as
she volunteers as a worker
at First Lutheran Church’s
lutefisk dinner in October
each year.

Carol also has been a
member of the Blooming
Prairie American Legion
Aucxiliary for 10 years.

“Volunteering is helping
neighbors,” Carol says with
enthusiasm.

A runner-up for the top state
award, Vern Wilker said “vol-
unteering is very fulfilling.”

Wilker turned 80 last
November.

His resume includes:

« Getting the youth camp
ready each year for the Elks
Club youth campers

Strength.
Together.

Welcome to a caring community of older adults living safely
in company with others. Welcome to Benedictine Living
Community-Owatonna, formerly Koda Living Community. We may
have a new organizational name and brand but our commitment
to high-quality senior living remains firm.

We are Benedictine.

%% Benedictine

LIVING COMMUNITY | OWATONNA

As a member of the Benedictine organization, Benedictine

Living Community-Owatonna can offer personalized care to your
loved ones while relying on the support and expertise of a larger
network of professionals.

We are proud of our community, and we are proud to serve you.

He is a member of St.
Paul’s Lutheran Church
in Meriden. He has served
as Sunday School teacher,
board member, choir mem-
ber and soloist for events
held at the church. Wilker
is also a member of the Pork
Producers, serves on the
board of directors of the
United Prairie Bank of Owa-
tonna, is a charter member
of the Steele County Corn
and Soybean Association,
is a member of the Cannon
River Watershed, is past di-
rector and current member
of the SE MN Farm Man-
agement and is a member
of the singing group Just
friends.

Wilker and wife June,
who have been married 58
years, have two daughters,
Michelle and Debbie, five
grandchildren and one great
grandchild.

“Steele County is blessed
with lots of folks who do a
lot of volunteering,” Kubi-
cek says. He presented last
year’s awards to Wilker and
Prokopec at the Steele Coun-
ty Free Fair.

Learn more at
benedictineliving.org/together
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