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Mrs. Claus

Faith plays key 
role in Eaker’s 
cancer fight

BY RICK BUSSLER
PUBLISHER

Writing out Christ-
mas cards is normal 
for many people, but for 
Donnavon Eaker it is 
something she hasn’t 
done for quite some 
time. That’s until this 
year. And the reason 
it is finally happening 
comes as she is fighting 
the battle of her life.

“I haven’t been able 
to do Christmas cards 
in over 30 years,” Eaker 
said from her home. “I 
am just thankful I can 
do them.”

Just last month Eak-
er was diagnosed with 
non-small lung cancer. 
She began treatment at 
Mayo Clinic in Roch-
ester on Dec. 4. Eaker, 
who has operated the 
award-winning Steve’s 
Meat Market in El-
lendale for the past 47 
years, is being forced to 

step away from some-
thing she loves to do.

For several months, 
Eaker said, she experi-
enced what she thought 
was a bad cold that 
produced a rattle when 
she was breathing. She 
eventually thought it 
may have progressed to 
pneumonia. She also be-
gan to notice her energy 
level just wasn’t the 
same, but she attributed 
that to stress. It wasn’t 
until she began spitting 
up blood that she knew 
something was drasti-
cally wrong.

Doctors performed a 
CT scan and discovered 
cancer in the brain, 
bones, liver, lymph 
nodes and a tumor in 
the lung. After they 
delivered the diagno-
sis, they asked Eaker 
how badly she wanted 
to fight it. “I will fight 
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“I let my faith be bigger than my fear.”
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Fighting Cancer
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The gift of good news
This week the Steele 

County Times pres-
ents its fourth annual 
Christmas gift to read-
ers. It’s the gift of good 
news.

While good news 
isn’t exactly foreign to 
this newspaper, we have 
made an extra effort 
to load our pages this 
week with good news 
stories. We are deviat-
ing from the usual prac-
tice of placing all types 
of news on the main 
pages. Unfortunately, 
our society is bombard-
ed with negativity that 
flows through to the 
news pages of the local 
newspaper.

Our writers are 
sharing stories this 
week that are inspi-
rational, hopeful and 
uplifting. And what 
could be a better gift 
than that, especially 
after a tumultuous 
year of dealing with a 
worldwide pandemic.

We found that there 
is no shortage of holiday 
cheer and spirit being 
shared around Steele 
County and elsewhere 
this holiday season. We 
offer a sampling of how 
people are enriching the 
lives of other people.

As you sit down 
with your families this 
holiday season, we hope 

you will share with 
others in the good news 
that we have uncovered 
throughout our greater 
community.

Better yet, please 
spread this good news 
with your friends, 
neighbors and other 
family members who 
may not normally read 
this newspaper. Let 
them know what they 
are missing.

We wish you the 
most enjoyable holiday 
season filled with hap-
piness and joy. Merry 
Christmas!

Rick L. Bussler
Publisher

A child peers 
through the 
window to 
get a glimpse 
of Mrs. Claus 
at work in 
the General 
Store at the 
Village of 
Yesteryear, 
where 
The Steele 
County 
Historical 
Society 
hosted its 
Lighted 
Village Walk 
this past 
weekend.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Despite a recent diagnosis of lung cancer, Donnavon Eaker of Ellendale is celebrating the holiday season with 
confidence that she will beat it. “I’m not ready to hang it up yet,” she says.

Jennifer Walsh • 507-438-6676 • jenwalsh@kw.com
Serving all of southeastern Minnesota.

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year!Merry Christmas & Happy New Year!
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‘Tis time for merry mistletoe
BY JAN MITTELSTADT 

TIPPETT

If you like lights, 
trees, poinsettias, help-
ing others, and celebrat-
ing the birth of Jesus, 
this is the best time of 
the year. Even if this 
year doesn’t offer all the 
same parties, caroling, 
church services, it’s still 
the best time of the year.

Christians link Dec. 
25 with Christmas, the 
Star of Bethlehem and 
the birth of Christ. It’s 
a great time to have 
a birthday party for 
Jesus. Others celebrate 
the Festival of Lights, 
Kwanzaa, Hogmanay, 
Las Posadas, Hanukkah 
and any number of other 
things. Whatever it is 
that is being celebrated, 
it’s easy to get swept up 
with the trappings and 
trimmings of the season.

The trapping and 
trimmings also mean 
sadly, for some, this is 
not a ho-ho-ho time. De-
pression creeps up with 
its ugly feet. Illness and 
death occur. People are 
homeless and hungry. 
There are terrible things 
that are happening in 
the world and all around 
us. Truth is hard to 
determine. There’s talk, 
talk, talk with conflict-
ing views – in voices 
louder and louder, all 
saying that what they 
are saying is true and 

proper and really know 
way to know for sure.

Life isn’t a Hallmark 
movie. Expectations 
can’t be met. There’s not 
enough time to do all 
the things that we think 
we need to do. But, dear 
readers three, perhaps 
this is the one time of 
year that we can focus 
on kindness and the 
lyrics of the Christmas 
carols and enjoy our 
freedoms, our lives, the 
music, and all the posi-
tive things in our lives.

And we can help 
others in ways too 
numerous to mention. 
Non-profit agencies and 
foundations continue 
with the annual appeal, 
hoping for the end of the 
year gifts to keep them 
merry and bright.

Christmas, as we 
celebrate it, is a mix of 
tales and beliefs, tra-
ditions and times that 
have been developed 
in various countries at 
various times, many 
of which have little 
or nothing to do with 
Christ or Christianity.

The date is conjec-
ture. There is no histor-
ical evidence that Jesus 
was born on Dec. 25. The 
date, as the birthday 
of Jesus was officially 
adopted in 354 by Bishop 
Liberius of Rome. Some 
believe it was selected as 
a way to help smooth the 
transition from pagan-

ism. Festivals celebrat-
ing the winter solstice 
had long been held far 
and near.

The Christmas tree, 
for example, is from 
pagan times. Scandina-
vians worshipped trees. 
Later, much later, the 
Christmas tree came into 
English tradition when 
Queen Victoria mar-
ried Prince Albert who 
brought the idea from his 
native Germany in 1840. 
It traveled to the United 
States soon thereafter.

Mistletoe was prom-
inent in the tradition 
of the Druids. Santa 
Claus, a corruption of 
the Dutch Sint Niko-
laas, received his now 
traditional appearance 
from cartoonist Thomas 
Nash in 1863. And ac-
cording to scholars who 
study such things, there 
really was (and still is) 
a Santa Claus. The orig-
inal jolly old man was a 
fourth century Bishop 
of Myra in Asia Minor.

It is time for peace 
on earth and goodwill 
to all. Jolly eggnog. 
Merry mistletoe. Happy 
Christmas.

Jan Mittelstadt 
Tippett is a retired 
newspaper editor 
and publisher who 
returned to Steele 
County five years ago. 
She can be reached at 
jtippett@midco.net.

Appreciates anniversary story
To-the-Editor:
Thank you so much 

for the nice article in 
today’s paper (Dec. 

16, Married & Merry 
on Irwin and Donna 
Arndt). My folks love it 
and are so honored. You 

did an outstanding job. 
Thanks again so much!

Julie Ebeling
Owatonna

Finding peace and 
hope in a life of 

uncertainty
By all accounts this 

has been an extraor-
dinary year with little 
to no cheer filling our 
lives. The cheer-o-me-
ter has been running 
on low, perhaps even 
non-existent, for most 
of the year.

With a worldwide 
pandemic followed by 
great social unrest to 
a remarkable election 
that divided our coun-
try, 2020 has produced 
significant uncertainty 
in all of our lives. For 
many of us, we simply 
don’t know where to 
turn to next.

It has been a tough 
year for us to cover the 
communities we serve. 
The news hasn’t always 
been the greatest, and 
we struggle to keep pos-
itive and build hope for 
a better tomorrow. So 
much has been taken 
away from us that has 
never happened before.

Despite all the 
negativity that perme-
ates our lives, there is 
hope. We are showing 
each other that we can 
get through the tough 
times. We will survive 

all the dreaded events 
of 2020.

As we have done for 
the past several years, 
our staff went in search 
of Christmas miracles 
for this week’s holiday 
edition. It’s what I affec-
tionately refer to as our 
“Good News Edition.” 
It’s my Christmas gift 
to all of our wonderful 
readers. I think we 
need a jolt of cheer and 
positivity this year 
more than ever before.

We uncovered a 
variety of stories, 
features, photographs 
and columns that truly 
put things into perspec-
tive. Hope, inspiration, 
joy and happiness are 
looming out on the 

horizon. We just need 
to take the blinders off 
and look for it.

One of my favorites 
is a teenager from Owa-
tonna who decorates 
his neighborhood with 
holiday lights and mu-
sic. Nolan Baker is only 
a junior in high school, 
but he has been deco-
rating his house and a 
couple of his neighbors’ 
homes for four years. 
He is definitely far 
beyond his years in ma-
turity. If he’s a symbol 
of what our country has 
to look forward to in 
the years to come, we 
are definitely in good 
hands.

I struggled with 
another story. I had 
planned to share about 
how Ellendale residents 
rallied around one of 
their own by hosting a 
benefit in early De-
cember. Their efforts 
were nothing short of 
a miracle, but unfor-
tunately the man at 
the center of the rally, 
Ralph Diaz, died on 
Sunday as he awaited 

History’s most reprinted editorial 
answers important Christmas question

The most famous editorial in American journalism was published 117 
years ago in the New York Sun, as a reply to a letter from 8-year-old Virginia 
O’Hanion. The editorial was titled “Is there a Santa Claus?” and its most 
memorable passage was this reassuring declaration: “Yes, Virginia, there is 
a Santa Claus.”

The editorial was written in less than a day by a self-effacing journalist 
named Francis P. Church, who was a veteran editorial writer at the Sun.

The response from Francis Pharcellus Church to Virginia O’Hanion’s 
letter has since become history’s most reprinted newspaper editorial.

In a world that seems to carry so much uncertainty right now, it seems 
only appropriate that we take a moment to reflect on the magic of the holi-
day season.

The Steele County Times takes great pleasure in presenting this novel 
editorial:

Dear Editor,
I am 8 years old. Some of my little friends say 

there is no Santa Claus. Papa says, “If you see it in 
The Sun, it’s so.” Please tell me the truth, is there 
a Santa Claus?

Virginia O’Hanlon
115 W. 95th St.

Virginia O’Hanlon, a real girl, wrote a real letter.
Is there a Santa Claus?
Virginia, your little friends are wrong. They have been affected by the 

skepticism of a skeptical age. They do not believe except they see. They think 
that nothing can be which is not comprehensible by their little minds. All 
minds, Virginia, whether they be men’s or children’s, are little. In this great 
universe of ours man is a mere insect, an ant, in his intellect, as compared 
with the boundless world about him, as measured by the intelligence capa-
ble of grasping the whole truth and knowledge.

Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus. He exists as certainly as love and 
generosity and devotion exist, and you know that they abound and give to 
your life its highest beauty and joy. Alas! How dreary would be the world if 
there were no Santa Claus! It would be as dreary as if there were no Virginias. 
There would be no childlike faith then, no poetry, no romance to make toler-
able this existence. We should have no enjoyment, except in sense and sight. 
The eternal light with which childhood fills the world would be extinguished.

Not believe in Santa Claus! You might as well not believe in fairies! You 
might get your papa to hire men to watch in all the chimneys on Christmas 
Eve to catch Santa Claus, but even if they did not see Santa Claus coming 
down, what would that prove? Nobody sees Santa Claus, but that is no sign that 
there is no Santa Claus. The most real things in the world are those that nei-
ther children nor men can see. Did you ever see fairies dancing on the lawn? Of 
course not, but that’s no proof that they are not there. Nobody can conceive or 
imagine all the wonders there are unseen and unseeable in the world.

You tear apart the baby’s rattle and see what makes the noise inside, but 
there is a veil covering the unseen world which not the strongest man, nor 
even the united strength of all the strongest men that ever lived, could tear 
apart. Only faith, fancy, poetry, love, romance can push aside that curtain 
and view and picture the supernal beauty and glory beyond. Is it all real? 
Ah, Virginia, in all this world there is nothing else real and abiding.

No Santa Claus! Thank God he lives and he lives forever. A thousand 
years from now, Virginia, nay 10 times 10 thousand years from now, he will 
continue to make glad the heart of childhood.

OUR VIEW

YOUR VOICE

GUEST COLUMN

YOUR VIEW 

Give a child a Christmas
To-the-Editor:
Santa and his elves 

are busy this year 
working with your 
local businesses to get 
our letter out!

The primary 
purpose of Santa 
Anonymous is to help 
out persons in need 
without anyone else 
knowing they were 
given assistance. This 
project is administered 
through your Cham-
ber of Commerce and 
has been going on in 
the Blooming Prairie 
area for more than 28 
years. Your generosity 
has helped brighten 
Christmas for many 
children and families.

These funds go to 
the local ministerial 

association to help 
local families. We are 
determined to help 
as many children as 
possible. This means 
that caring people like 
you will realize that 
one of the great joys of 
the holiday season is 
knowing your gift has 
brought some joy to a 
child, some dignity to 
a family. Every penny, 
every dollar counts.

If you wish to 
become involved with 
Santa Anonymous this 
holiday season, please 
leave your “annual 
dues” of $25 with Farm-
ers and Merchants 
State Bank in Blooming 
Prairie. Write the check 
to Santa Anonymous. 
And giving beyond 

the “dues” is totally 
acceptable!

It has been written 
“that the best portion of 
one’s life is their little, 
nameless unremembered 
acts of kindness and 
love.” It is in this vein 
of thought that Santa 
Anonymous functions.

May you and those 
near and dear to you 
have a most joyous 
and blessed Christmas 
knowing that your 
nameless act of kind-
ness made Christmas 
a bit more happy for a 
less fortunate person 
right here in your 
community.

GOD BLESS YOU!

Santa Claus
Santa Anonymous
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Fareway 
donation helps 

small businesses
Fareway Stores, Inc. 

recently announced a 
second round of dona-
tions to local chamber 
of commerce affiliates 
in each of the commu-
nities Fareway serves 
in Minnesota, Illinois, 
Missouri, Nebraska, 
and South Dakota.

Gift cards totaling 
$1,000 will be provided 
to each community 
chamber to help small 
businesses and their 
employees facing 
challenges due to the 
pandemic.

Fareway has stores in 
Owatonna and Faribault. 
It just opened a new store 
in Byron last month.

“We are excited to 
continue our support of 
small businesses and 
their employees during 
this holiday season,” 
said Fareway President 
and CEO Reynolds W. 
Cramer. “As small busi-
nesses continue to face 
challenges, we hope this 
relief reduces some of 
the stress our commu-
nity business partners 
are facing.”

‘A perfect 
Christmas 
present’

Vaccine arrives in 
Steele County

BY RICK BUSSLER
PUBLISHER

The COVID-19 
vaccine has arrived in 
Steele County just in 
time for the holidays.

“It’s a perfect 
Christmas present,” 
said Amy Caron, the 
county’s public health 
director. “It’s the news 
we have been waiting 
months for.”

Caron said the 
Owatonna hospital 
began vaccinating its 
employees on Monday. 
The first shipment of 
Pfizer/BioNTech went 
to the hospital while 
the public health agen-
cy received Moderna 
over the weekend.

The health director 
will be vaccinated next 
Monday afternoon. 
She said the rest of her 
staff of 40 workers will 
be offered the vaccine, 
though they will not 
be required to get it. 
Caron is still in the 
process of surveying 
her own staff to see 
how many will be vac-
cinated.

In addition to public 
health, workers and 
residents in long-term 
care facilities, first 
responders and other 
EMS personnel will be 
vaccinated beginning 
next week. Caron said 
it will take approxi-
mately eight weeks to 
vaccinate all of those 
workers. The reason 
it will take that long is 
because everyone has 
to be vaccinated twice, 
she added.

The general public 
will have to wait until 
April or May to get 
vaccinated, according 
to Caron.

“Our goal is to get 
this rolled out as quick-
ly and efficiently as 
possible,” said Caron.

While the vaccine 
has arrived, the num-
ber of positive cases 

has finally slowed 
down. In the past week, 
there have been 88 
new cases, bringing 
the county’s total to 
2,429. For the first time 
in eight weeks, there 
has not been a death in 
Steele County related 
to COVID-19.

Caron also reported 
there are 32 people 
hospitalized, includ-
ing some in intensive 
care.

“I am cautiously op-
timistic,” Caron said. 
“It has slowed down, 
but it still isn’t at a 
point where it’s good.”

In Dodge County, 79 
new cases were report-
ed over the past week, 
raising the county’s 
total to 1,128. Eighteen 
people from Dodge 
County are currently 
in hospitals, according 
to Caron.

Freeborn County 
added three more 
deaths over the past 
week and now has 17 
COVID-related deaths. 
Freeborn has 1,869 
positive cases. In Mow-
er County, there have 
been 3,228 cases with 
23 deaths.

Caron said she 
recommends people re-
frain from large groups 
over the upcoming 
holidays.

She said it’s import-
ant that people stick in 
smaller groups of 10 or 
less people within their 
own households.

“It’s going to be 
difficult for people over 
the holidays as this 
will take a toll on their 
mental health,” said 
Caron, adding that peo-
ple did the right thing 
over the Thanksgiving 
holiday to slow the 
spread of the virus.

Caron said it has 
also been helpful in re-
cent weeks that people 
haven’t been able to 
gather indoors at bars 
and restaurants.

CORONAVIRUS COVERAGE

Freeborn..................1,869
Deaths..........................17
Recovered........................

U.S..................18,000,000
Deaths................. 319,000
Recovered........4,880,000

Mower.....................3,228
Deaths..........................23
Recovered........................

Steele................. 2,424
Deaths......................9
Recovered......... 1,170

Dodge................ 1,127
Deaths......................3
Recovered............ 550

AS OF DEC. 21, 2020

COVID-19 UPDATE
MN...................... 399,000
Deaths..................... 4,931
Recovered...........342,000

World.............. 76,900,000
Deaths..............1,700,000
Recovered......43,400,000

Exchange Club sends holiday 
cards to elderly

BY CHRIS BALDWIN
STAFF WRITER

With the COVID-19 
pandemic still af-
fecting daily lives, 
the holiday season 
has become a bit less 
cheerful for some who 
are cooped up due to 
imposed restrictions.

In order to bring 
a smile to their face 
and brighten their 
holidays, the Ex-
change Club of Owa-
tonna came up with 
the heartwarming 
idea of sending out 
holiday cards to local 
seniors within care 
facilities.

“We couldn’t do any 
of our programs this 
year like our fire-
fighter banquet or our 
police banquet,” said 
Gail Buckingham, 
the club’s president. 
“We’re trying to find 
things in the com-
munity to better the 
community.”

While brainstorm-
ing, Buckingham and 
her fellow exchange 
club members zeroed 
in on the idea of send-
ing holiday greeting 
cards to area seniors 
who might otherwise 
have to spend Christ-
mas away from their 
loved ones.

“It was really 
a ‘wow’ moment,” 
Buckingham said of 
the idea. “We hope that 
when they open them 
that they have a smile 
on their face.” In total, 
the Exchange Club of 
Owatonna sent out 100 
cards with messages to 
local seniors.

What started as 
a fun idea quickly 
spread, as two other 
exchange clubs in the 
county teamed up to 
help out. The Moon-
lighter’s Exchange 
Club and the Exchange 
Club of Steele County 
both helped out with 
the Moonlighter’s 

sending out their own 
batch of cards.

“We’re out there in 
the community doing 
good things for good 
people,” Buckingham 
said of teaming up with 
the other two clubs. 
“Hopefully we get to 
do it again.” One idea 
that has already been 
floated is to send Valen-
tine’s Day cards.

Although the year 
seemed like a dud at 
first glance the Ex-
change Club of Owa-
tonna is finding cre-
ative ways to continue 
their legacy of bringing 
a positive impact to 
the community. “We 
do miss our regular 
projects, but being 
self-creative out in the 
community by making 
a difference in people’s 
lives that’s what our 
challenge is all about,” 
Buckingham said.

One of the recipients 
of the cards was Emily 
Hermann of Benedic-
tine Living Community 
in Owatonna. “They all 
appreciate the thought,” 
Benedictine Wellness 
Coordinator Casey 
Bakewell said of the res-
idents’ reaction. “Emily 
said ‘oh, how nice’.”

With their usual 
programs sidelined 
temporarily due to 
the pandemic, Gail 
Buckingham and her 
fellow exchange club 
members are looking 
for more fun ways to 
help the community. 
“If there’s anybody in 
the community that 
needs some projects 
done, do not hesitate to 
reach out,” she said.

Mayo using streamlined process for 
COVID patients

As fall and winter 
begin, patients will 
increasingly experi-
ence illnesses with 
symptoms similar to 
COVID-19. Mayo Clinic 
wants to help patients 
get answers quickly 
and easily.

Earlier this month, 
Mayo Clinic began 
combining the triage 
and testing process 
for COVID-19, influ-
enza and respiratory 
syncytial virus (RSV). 
For some children, 
the process also will 
include group A Strep-
tococcus (strep throat). 
There will be a single 
process for screening, 

testing and sharing re-
sults at Mayo locations 
across the Midwest.
Patients experiencing 
symptoms will call 
the COVID-19 Nurse 
Line at 507-293-9525 
or answer questions 
about their symptoms 
using the Check Symp-
toms assessment tool 
in its Patient Online 
Services. This tool is 
available to Mayo Clin-
ic patients 18 and older 
with a home address 
in Iowa, Minnesota or 
Wisconsin. If people do 
not have insurance or 
are unable to cover the 
test cost, they should 
call the COVID-19 

Nurse Line and 
inquire about billing 
options.

Mayo Clinic will:
• Determine what 
tests patients need 
based on their 
symptoms.
• Direct them to a 
local testing site if 
they meet criteria 
for testing.
• Provide instruc-
tions for scheduling 
their test.
At the test site, 

Mayo Clinic staff will 
collect specimens 
using appropriate pre-
cautions. If a patient 
requires more than 
one test, staff may need 

to collect more than 
one specimen.

Specimens will be 
sent to a Mayo Clinic 
lab for analysis, with 
results expected in 
24 to 72 hours. Mayo 
Clinic will contact pa-
tients who are positive 
for any of the illnesses 
that they are tested for 
and advise as to the 
appropriate next steps.

Results will all be 
available on Patient 
Online Services or by 
calling an automated 
phone line at 877-838-
2050. Patients should 
have their Mayo Clinic 
number and date of birth 
ready when they call.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Gail Buckingham and fellow Exchange Club of Owatonna members sent out holiday greeting cards in order 
to brighten the spirits of local seniors.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Benedictine Living Community resident Emily Hermann opens one of the 
exchange club cards with Benedictine CNA Becky Johnson. Hermann was one of 
79 residents who received a card.

'We hope that when they open them that they have a smile on their face.'

Gail Buckingham
Exchange Club of Owtonna

About the Cover
The child in the photo within the holiday header 

on today's front page is Cadyen Martin, the son of 
Jared and Nick Martin of Hayfield. The child shown 
on the holiday header on the top of the second sec-
tion is Kadence Johnson. His mom is Terri Johnson 
of Owatonna. Thanks to Skye DeVoe of Medford for 
sharing these holiday photos with the Times.
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Blessed are the peacemakers

It’s been tough year 
for law enforcement.

Since the COVID-19 
shutdown last spring, 
our deputies have dealt 
with an alarming in-
crease in mental health 
cases – multiple sui-
cides, suicidal threats, 
domestic assaults, child 
abuse cases, and more. 
The cumulative stress 
of multiple incidents 
like this over long peri-
ods of time can really 
take a toll on these men 
and women, especially 
in this tight community 
that we love!

We were already 
dealing with a brutal 
election year where 
local, state, and federal 

politicians jumped on 
the anti-law enforce-
ment bandwagon, pro-
moting the false narra-
tive of systemic racism 
within law enforcement. 
Then in May, the Floyd 
incident happened 
followed by days and 
weeks of rioting in the 
Twin Cities and around 
the country – fueling an 
already strong anti-law 
enforcement movement 
across the country. 
Then it was DEFUND 
the Police, then RE-
FORM the Police, now 
I think the latest buzz 
term is RE-IMAGINE 
the Police. All of these 
so-called leaders and 
politicians arguing 
for new and improved 
changes in law enforce-
ment tactics, most of 
which we already do 
here in Dodge and most 
of greater Minnesota – 
but hey, it sounds great, 
it gets them on the news, 
and it gets votes appar-
ently.

The events of 2020 
have added a tre-
mendous amount of 
pressure and stress 
on these amazing men 
and women, on top of 
their already stressful 
job. Chaplains and 
counselors have worked 
tirelessly throughout 
the year here in Min-
nesota working with 
officers struggling with 
the cumulative stress 
– some officers who 
can describe in detail 
the taste of their gun 
barrel.

Who in the world 
would want to sign up 
for a job like this?

First of all, it’s not 
a job – it’s a calling. A 
calling that 99% of the 
population would nev-
er consider taking on. 
These are very special 
men and women. They 
are our local heroes. 
Heroes who simply 
signed up to make a 
difference. They signed 
up to do their little 

part to help make our 
community a better 
place for us to raise 
our families and kids 
in. They are such an 
important part of our 
great community.

This week, as you 
celebrate Christmas 
and the birth of Christ, 
take a minute to say 
a prayer for the men 
and women who are 
celebrating in their 
squad cars and in their 
911 Dispatcher chairs 
this week, spending 
time away from their 
families to make sure 
you can safely spend 
this amazing holiday 
with your family.

Merry Christmas to 
all from your friends 
at the Dodge County 
Sheriff’s Office.

Blessed are the 
Peacemakers.

Scott Rose serves 
as the Dodge County 
Sheriff. He is in his 
second term as sheriff.

COURT NEWS
Steele County

The following case 
was heard in Steele 
County District Court 
the week of Dec. 7 with 
Judge Karen R. Duncan 
presiding:
Emilie K. Perkins, 25, 
Shakopee, previously 
appeared and was 
convicted of felony 
motor vehicle theft. 
Perkins was sentenced 
to $125 and 30 months 
in Shakopee State 
Prison.
The following case 
was heard in Steele 
County District Court 
the week of Dec. 7 with 
Judge Joseph A. Bueltel 
presiding:
Miguel A. Carreon, 
27, Minnetonka, 
previously appeared 
and was convicted 
of felony burglary. He 
was sentenced to 
$4,076.30, 27 days in 
county jail, no alcohol 
or controlled substance 
use, psychological 
evaluation, obtain 
permission to leave the 
state, no possession of 
firearms and 5 years of 
supervised probation.
The following 
misdemeanors and 
petty misdemeanors 
were heard in Steele 
County District Court 
the week of Dec. 7 – 13:

BLOOMING PRAIRIE 
POLICE DEPARTMENT

Milton J. Castro 
Benavides, 29, 
Owatonna, invalid 
license and no 
insurance, $375; 
Emmanuel Flores 
Amilcar, 19, West 
St. Paul, speeding, 
$115; Mahamed A. 
Mohamed, 34, Edina, 
speeding, stay of 
adjudication, $115 and 
1 year of unsupervised 
monitoring without 
conviction; Clayton 
J. Novak, 20, Austin, 
hands free violation, 
$125; Adam C. Zuehlke, 
33, Wells, DWI, $600, 
no alcohol or controlled 
substance use, 
chemical assessment 
and 1 year of 
supervised probation.

MN State Patrol 
Rochester
Andres Aragon, 26, 
Owatonna, speeding, 
$125; Abel K. Belay, 
23, Brooklyn Center, 
speeding, $125; Chazz 
O. Bien, 24, Coon 
Rapids, seat belt, 
$100; Izac M. Brunner-
Rongey, 22, Manley, 
IA, speeding, $135; 
Brody L. Crawford, 
24, Albuquerque, NM, 
speeding, $135; Kari L. 
Dorle, 29, Maplewood, 
speeding, $115; Homero 
A. Gutierrez, 33, North 
Mankato, speeding and 
no insurance, $325; 
Larry D. Haberman, 49, 
Owatonna, revoked 
license, $275; Dustin D. 
Hanson, 44, Waseca, 
seat belt, $100; 
Hayden P. Kennedy, 19, 
Rockford, IL, speeding, 
$135; Quentin J. 
Kubista, 22, Blooming 
Prairie, speeding, 
$125; Kari L. Larranaga, 
39, Albuquerque, 
NM, speeding, $115; 
Ronald D. Lewison, 79, 
Owatonna, vehicle 
weight violation, $575; 
Becky A. Lovgren, 39, 
Owatonna, revoked 
license, no insurance 
and seat belt, $500; 
Leah M. Major, 40, 
Olathe, KS, speeding, 
$135; David A. Marder, 
24, Palm Beach, FL, 
speeding, stay of 
adjudication, $70 and 1 
year of unsupervised 
monitoring without 
adjudication; Michael 
Medrano, 31, Mesquite, 
TX, expired registration, 
$105; Jesse C. Moen, 
30, Lonsdale, speeding, 
$125; Larry G. Noble, 
73, Fridley, speeding, 
$115; Jennifer L. Oleary, 
48, Springdale, AR, 
speeding, $215; Anna L. 
Orland, 36, Watseka, IL, 
speeding, $135; Emily M. 
Perkins, 30, Albert Lea, 
speeding, $215; Tony 
L. Roe, 45, Albert Lea, 
seat belt, $100; Daniel A. 
Rodsenske, 37, Austin, 
possession of marijuana, 
$125; Nicole A. 
Schaub, 41, Owatonna, 
suspended license and 
seat belt, $300; Joseph 
C. Sperber, 60, Stillwater, 
hands free violation, 
$125; James S. Storlie, 
74, Fountain City, WI, 

speeding, $115; John A. 
Stubbs, 21, Odessa, TX, 
speeding, $115; Michael 
J. Suchy, 58, Creston, 
IA, speeding, $115; 
Diane K. Thiemann, 57, 
Dodge Center, speeding, 
$135; Walter Yoanis, 61, 
Charlotte, NC, speeding, 
$135.

OWATONNA POLICE 
DEPARTMENT

Faisal Abdullahi, 30, St. 
Cloud, revoked license, 
$275; Alexander C. 
Corona, 28, Owatonna, 
DWI, 90 days in county 
jail, no alcohol or 
controlled substance 
use, do not enter 
liquor establishments, 
chemical dependency 
evaluation, attend 
MADD impact panel, 
obtain permission to 
leave the state, 216 
hours of community 
service and 3 years of 
supervised probation; 
Cadnaan M. Deeq, 22, 
Minneapolis, expired 
tabs and suspended 
license, $305; Franklin 
J. Dowling, 35, 
Owatonna, expired 
tabs, $105; Brandy 
M. Duntz, 44, East 
Grand Forks, revoked 
license, $275; Jared L. 
Gardow, 28, Owatonna, 
suspended license and 
no insurance, $475; 
Tracy M. Gardner, 
42, Salisbury, NC, 
suspended license, 
$275; Hector U. 
Garza Monsivais, 
28, Owatonna, 
speeding, $275; Larry 
D. Haberman, 49, 
Owatonna, revoked 
license, $275; Keith D. 
Haskell, 58, suspended 
license, $275; Allen 
M. Krippner, 67, 
Owatonna, license 
plate impoundment, 
$375; Devin J. Maas, 
16, Owatonna, muffler 
violation, $125; Dylan 
J. Maas, 17, Owatonna, 
speeding, $115; Philip 
M. Miller, 29, Owatonna, 
stop sign, $125; Angel 
G. Morales Torres, 28, 
Owatonna, revoked 
license, $275; Virginia A. 
Peterson, 22, Blooming 
Prairie, failure to obey 
traffic control device, 
$125; Scott J. Pfeifer, 33, 
Owatonna, trespassing, 
$175; Brent A. Podein, 
51, Owatonna, assault-

dangerous weapon, 
stay of adjudication, 
$50, 2 days in county 
jail, no alcohol or 
controlled substance 
use, do not enter 
liquor establishments, 
psychological 
evaluation, obtain 
permission to leave the 
state and 3 years of 
supervised probation; 
Alex Salazar, 30, 
Faribault, DWI, $206, 
7 days in county 
jail, no alcohol or 
controlled substance 
use, do not enter 
liquor establishments, 
alcohol assessment, 
attend MADD impact 
panel and 1 year of 
supervised probation; 
Nicole A. Schaub, 41, 
Owatonna, suspended 
license, $275; Alyssa S. 
Smith, 22, Claremont, 
possession of 
marijuana, $125; Maria 
E. Solis, 50, Owatonna, 
speeding, $135; Manuel 
J. Stamm, 32, Owatonna, 
invalid license, $125; 
Nyariri K. Thor, 26, 
Owatonna, no insurance 
and revoked license, 
$475; Melissa J. Toot, 23, 
Faribault, suspended 
license, $275; Jesus 
Vazquez Zavala, 28, 
Medford, violation of 
order for protection, 
$375, 12 days in 
county jail, obtain and 
maintain employment, 
do not enter liquor 
establishments, 
cognitive skill 
training, obtain 
permission to leave 
the state, domestic 
abuse evaluation, 
no possession of 
firearms and 1 year of 
supervised probation; 
Heather M. Walters, 
44, Waseca, revoked 
license, $275.

STEELE COUNTY 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Jolene L. Aase, 45, 
Medford, speeding, 
$115; Brayden D. 
Bengtson, 19, Maple 
Grove, speeding, $215; 
D’Shawn J. Chillis, 
27, St. Paul, revoked 
license, $275; Sean R. 
Gerlach, 19, Medford, 
stop sign, $125; Devin 
C. Gwilt, 23, Blooming 
Prairie, speeding, $115; 
Vickie L. Haverkamp, 51, 
Owatonna, speeding, 

$115; Donald E. Johnson, 
74, Owatonna, failure to 
yield, $125; Guadalupe 
C. Lenz, 33, Waseca, 
speeding, $135; Taiyja J. 
Moore, 28, Inver Grove 
Heights, revoked license, 
$275; Blake D. Oakland, 
29, Medford, violation of 
no contact order, $125 
and 180 days in county 
jail; Gustavo A. Perez-
Carreon, 28, Owatonna, 
invalid license, $175; 
Kayla M. Sanchez, 
23, Waseca, criminal 
vehicular operation, 
$125, 30 days in county 
jail, obtain and maintain 
employment, no alcohol 
or controlled substance 
use, do not enter 
liquor establishments, 
psychological 
evaluation, obtain 
permission to leave the 
state and 2 years of 
supervised probation; 
Alyssa S. Smith, 22, 
Claremont, speeding, 
$135; Dustin G. Smitty, 
20, Blooming Prairie, 
permit violation and no 
insurance, $325; Leng 
Vang, 37, Owatonna, 
hands free violation, 
$125; Alex J. Vasquez, 
20, Owatonna, invalid 
license, $175; Jessica 
M. Wilkemeyer, 33, 
Blooming Prairie, 
speeding, $215.

POLICE BLOTTER
Steele County

Blotter Spotlight: 
Burglary: On Dec. 11, 
Owatonna Police began 
burglary investigations 
in the 1800 block of 4th 
Ave. SE at 8:36 a.m. and 
the 300 block of Main 
St. E. at 5:07 p.m.

STEELE BLOTTER 
BLOOMING  

PRAIRIE POLICE
Dec. 14
Suspicion: Police 
received a report of 
suspicious activity in 
the 200 block of 2nd St. 
SW at 5:51 p.m.
Dec. 16
Theft: Officer took a 
theft report in the 200 
block of 4th St. NW at 
10:52 a.m.

Dec. 17
DWI: Officer made a 
DWI arrest at Highway 
Ave. N. and Center Ave. 
N. at 11:53 p.m.

OWATONNA POLICE
Dec. 11
Suspicion: Police 
responded to 
suspicious activity in 
the 3100 block of Cedar 
Ave. N. at 12:50 a.m. 
They issued a citation.
Theft: Officer took a 
theft report in the 700 
block of Cedar Ave. S. at 
1:22 p.m.
Arrest: Police arrested 
a motorist during a 
traffic stop in the 1600 
block of Cedar Ave. S. at 
6:47 p.m.
Dec. 12
Fraud: Officer took 
a report of a fraud 
incident in the 200 
block of Pearl St. E. at 
8:03 a.m.
Welfare: Officer 
conducted a welfare 
check in the 300 block 
of Havana Road SE at 
2:06 p.m.
Dec. 13
DWI: Officer made a 
DWI arrest at 26th St 
NW and 4th Ave. NW in 
Clinton Falls Township 
at 12:09 a.m.
Assault: Police 
responded to an assault 
in the 200 block of 
Fremont St. E. at 12:53 
a.m.
Property: At 4:51 
a.m., police arrested a 
subject after recovering 
stolen property in the 
200 block of 16th St. SW
Fraud: Officer took 
reports of fraud 
incidents in the 400 
block of Elm Ave. S. at 
10:18 a.m. and the 500 
block of State Ave. NW 
at 3:03 p.m.
Vandalism: Property 
damage was reported 
in the 3900 block of 
Cabela Dr. NW at 4:25 
p.m.
Dec. 14
Suspicion: Police 
responded to 
suspicious activity in 
the 200 block oarrests

STEELE COUNTY
f Pearl St. E. at 12:39 
a.m. They issued a 
citation.
Theft: Officer took a 

Burglary: On Dec. 11, Owatonna Police began burglary investigations in the 1800 block of 4th 
Ave. SE at 8:36 a.m. and the 300 block of Main St. E. at 5:07 p.m.

BLOTTER 
SPOTLIGHT

SEE BLOTTER, A16

Disclosing active warrants promotes public safety and aids in the identification and apprehension of wanted individuals

1.	 Christopher Cummins – failure to appear - $500 bail 
2.	 Jeremy Danielson – check forgery - $5,000 bail 
3.	 James Davis – domestic assault – no bail 
4.	 Cadnaan Deeq – escape registration - $500 bail 
5.	 Rey Diaz – escape tax - $5,499 bail 
6.	 Katrina Doig – false name - $2,000 bail 
7.	 Abdikadir Dubat – give a false name - $200 bail 

8.	 William Durham – domestic assault - $2,000 bail
9.	 Andrew Eineke – check forgery - $2,000 bail  
10.	 Mark Erschens – DWI – no bail 
11.	 Trisstian Evans – domestic assault - $3,000 bail
12.	 Aundrey Ezequal – assault – no bail 
13.	 Francis Feeley – domestic assault - $3,000 bail 
14.	 Romero Fernandez – criminal sexual conduct - 

$200,000 bail 
15.	 Jequinnson Fisher – DWI – no bail 
16.	 Tony Fisher – drugs – no bail 
17.	 Rogelio Flores – DWI, revoked license - $12,000 bail 
18.	 Cody Fonner – domestic assault - $3,000 bail 
19.	 Kewana Freeman – card fraud - $5,000 bail 
20.	 Ethan Frye – assault – no bail

WARRANTS: The following individuals have active warrants in Steele County. The Sheriff provides this information as a public service

Police recover 
stolen vehicle, 
drugs found

An equip-
ment violation 
turned up a 
stolen vehicle 
for police in 
Owatonna.

On Dec. 
13, a patrol 
officer stopped 
a vehicle for 
a lighting 
equipment violation. 
The vehicle had Min-
nesota dealer plates, 
which require police 
to dig a little further 
to check the status of 
the plates. The officer 
ran the VIN and soon 
learned the vehicle 
had been stolen from 
Owatonna.

During a search of 
the vehicle, a back-
pack was located that 
contained a cell phone 

and metham-
phetamine, 
police said. On 
the cell phone 
was an image 
of the driver, 
Jonathan 
Miller, 32, of 
Waseca.

Police 
arrested and 

jailed Miller. He has 
since been charged 
with fifth-degree pos-
session of a controlled 
substance and driv-
ing after revocation.

The stolen vehi-
cle case remains 
under investigation. 
According to police, 
the vehicle had been 
reported stolen in 
connection to a 
burglary at Seykora 
Automotive on Dec. 7.

CRIME BRIEF

Jonathan 
Miller

Behind The Badge
SHERIFF SCOTT ROSE
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Reminiscing about old 
holiday traditions

Editor’s Note: Sherrie 
Pechan, office manag-
er at the Times, found 
some interesting 
tidbits related to past 
holiday traditions. We 
share some holiday 
history this week in 
place of the regular 
history, which will 
return next week. 
Happy Holidays!

CAROLING
Surprise your 

neighbors by showing 
up at their door with a 
friendly group sing-
ing Christmas carols. 
Kids especially love to 
participate in a musical 
medley. This joyous 
tradition is even easier 
thanks to printers, 
which allow everyone 
to grab a lyrics sheet 
before heading out to 
share some songs from 
your favorite Christmas 
movies. (Those 12 days 
of Christmas get tough 
to remember once you 
get past the “five golden 
rings.”)

MAKE GARLANDS 
OF POPCORN AND 
CRANBERRIES,  
OR PAPER RINGS

Although it may 
seem strange to deco-
rate Christmas trees 
with food, many of 
us have childhood 
memories of stringing 
a pattern of popcorn 
and cranberries with 
a needle and thread–
and snacking on the 
treats while trying 
not to poke ourselves. 
This is a distinctively 
American tradition. 
After all, popcorn and 
cranberries are native 
to our continent. So, 

forget the breakable 
glass and ceramic 
ornaments, and try this 
old-time idea with your 
own kids. If they’re 
too young to handle a 
needle, another type of 
homemade garland can 
be made with brightly 
colored construction pa-
per taped into a chain of 
rings. Either way, it’s a 
personal touch for your 
tree–even if it doesn’t 
last until next year.

SET UP A TOY TRAIN 
AROUND YOUR TREE

Another way to make 
your tree look like it’s 
right out of the past 
is to encircle it with a 
toy train track. First 
made in the late 1800s 
by toy train company 
Lionel, electric trains 
soon became a popular 
Christmas gift, and the 
tracks were a natural 
fit around the base of 
the family tree. Young 
children today still love 
trains, so surprise them 
on Christmas morning 
with a working train 
gliding through the 
wrapped presents under 
the tree. To get your 
little ones excited about 
their upcoming present,

ORANGES IN CHRISTMAS 
STOCKINGS

Snuggle a bright 
orange in the toe of 
everyone’s Christmas 
stocking this year. 
Some say the orange 
stands in for the gold 
coins Saint Nicholas 
gifted three poor young 
women in a famed 
Christmas legend. But 
even less than a century 
ago, oranges were a 
rare tropical treat for 
those who lived far from 

Florida. Oranges are 
easy to come by today, 
but just for a few min-
utes on Christmas, they 
can remind us of how 
thankful our ancestors 
would be for the gifts we 
take for granted.

MISTLETOE
Kissing under the 

mistletoe is an old tra-
dition that’s referenced 
in numerous songs and 
stories. But hanging 
the pretty little plant 
over the doorway and 
smooching under its 
berries has faded from 
many people’s mem-
ories. Just remember 
your holiday etiquette: 
Those kisses need to be 
consensual.

CHRISTMAS BACK  
HOME ON THE FARM
Twas the night before 
Christmas back home 
on the farm,
The Cattle were chew-
ing their cuds in the 
barn.
The feedbags were hung 
by the mangers with 
care,
In case Old St. Nicholas 
chanced to stop there.

When what sailed right 
under some low hang-
ing boughs,
But a miniature sleigh 
and eight undersized 
cows.
With a little old driver 
so lively and quick, 
I knew in a moment it 
must be St. Nick.

More strongly than 
tractors his little cows 
came, 
And he whistled and 
“soo-bossed” and called 
them by name. 
Now Dolly, now Deb-

bie, now Pammie and 
Flossie, 
On Cora, on Countess 
on Dinah and Bossie, 
To the top of the barn, 
to the front of the stall! 
Now dash away, dash 
away, dash away all! 
 
As I fastened the 
door and was turning 
around, 
Down the hay chute St. 
Nicholas came with a 
bound. 
He was dressed in blue 
denim from collar to 
cuff, 
And his clothes were all 
covered with hayseed 
and stuff. 
His eyes – how the 
flashed as he opened his 
pack, 
And pulled out some gifts 
for the heifers out back… 
More grain for the 
cows, some straw for 
their stalls, 
Lime for the alleys to 
stop those bad falls. 
 
He spoke not a word 
but went straight to his 
work, 
And filled all the feed-
bags, then turned with 
a jerk. 
And laying his finger 
aside of his nose, 
And giving a nod, up 
the hay chute he rose. 
 
I stood there a mo-
ment, my head hung in 
shame, 
I’d forgotten my cows 
when Christmas-time 
came. 
So I patted Ol Granny as 
I turned out the light, 
Happy Christmas, you 
cows, and to all a good 
night! 

Merry Christmas to all!

Reprinted from Land 
O’ Lakes Mirror

Hormel Historic Home offering  
virtual holiday tour

The Hormel Historic 
Home is inviting you 
to enjoy a behind the 
scenes tour of the his-
toric house decorated 
for the holiday season.

The holiday tradition 
is strong at the HHH, 

but the pandemic has 
once again required 
us to temporarily close 
our doors (through 
at least December 18 
under the Governor’s 
November covid-19 
restrictions) which has 

limited our ability to 
share our annual tradi-
tions with guests from 
all over. Many hours 
go into planning and 
executing the decorat-
ing strategy each year 
and we are passionate 
about sharing it, so we 
produced a virtual tour 
with the lead decorator, 
Kim Guzman. In the 
video Guzman shares 
her inspiration and 
motivation behind the 
beautiful d?cor and of-
fers tips and tricks that 
will help you embrace 
the holiday season.

Follow Kim and HHH 
Executive Director Hol-
ly Johnson through the 

home to be inspired by 
the lovely d?cor and be a 
part of the HHH holiday 
tradition in 2020.

A link to the 27 min-
ute video is available for 
purchase for $5 on the 
HHH website www.hor-
melhistorichome.org 
and will be available 
until January 31, 2021.

The Hormel Historic 
Home is grateful for the 
support of so many in 
the community. We rely 
on membership gifts, 
donations and gift shop 
sales to fulfill our mis-
sion. If you are looking 
for ways to help please 
visit https://hormelhis-
torichome.org.

Aurora dedicates new addition

Dear Savvy Senior,
I recently read an article about robotic pets 

being a great substitute for pet-loving seniors who 
can’t have or take care of a pet any longer. What 
do you think of this? My mother, who has some 
dementia, is living in an assisted living facility 
that doesn’t allow pets. And because of COVID, 
we haven’t been allowed inside the facility to visit 
her since March. I’ve been thinking about getting 
her a robot pet to help cheer her up but would like 
to know if they are worth buying, and if so, where 
can I go to find one.

Locked Out Daughter
Dear Locked Out,
There have actually been several studies 

on this topic that has shown that robotic pets – 
which are lifelike interactive pets – can have a 
positive impact on many lonely, socially isolated 
seniors, especially those who have dementia. 
This is particularly important now as the pan-
demic has caused millions of high-risk, vul-
nerable seniors to isolate as a means to protect 
themselves from the coronavirus. Here’s what 
you should know.

Robotic Pet Studies
In 2018, the New York State Office for the 

Aging was the first state in the U.S. to test the 
robotic pets with isolated seniors and results 
showed that using pets to lower social isolation 
was highly successful, with 70 percent of pilot 
participants reporting a decrease in isolation 
after one year. Subsequent programs done in 
aging agencies in Alabama, Florida and Penn-
sylvania have also shown positive results

Other clinical studies conducted by AARP, 
UnitedHealthcare, and other clinicians and have 
also found that robotic pets can help to?enhance 
the well-being and quality of life of lonely or iso-
lated individuals and those living with dementia 
and other forms of cognitive decline, by pro-
viding a level of interaction and comfort from a 
lifelike companion.

Where to Look
If you’re interested in getting your mom a ro-

botic pet, a top option is Ageless Innovation’s Joy 
for All Companion Pets – see JoyForAll.com.

They offer cats, a kitten and a pup that look, 
feel and sound like the real thing – minus 
the feeding, watering, litter box or backyard 
cleanup, and the vet bills. With prices ranging 
between $65 and $130, these soft, plush animals 
have built-in sensors, “vibrapurr” or “bark-
back” technology, and brushable fur, making 
them surprisingly realistic.

Insert four batteries, and the cats, which 
come in four different shades to mimic real 
breeds, can open and close their eyes, lift their 
paws, and move their head and body. If you pet 
them in the right spot – like on their belly or 
back side – they’ll let out a purr.

If your mom is more of a dog person, you can 
also buy a stuffed golden puppy, accessorized 
with a red bandana, that will bark if he’s feeling 
happy, sad, or needy. At only four pounds, the 
stuffed pup is easy to play with and won’t weigh 
down even the most fragile frame.

Some other robotic pet options you should 
look into include Tombot’s Jennie ($399; tombot.
com), a lapdog that barks on command and has 
realistic facial features; AIBO ($2,900; us.aibo.
com) by Sony, which is a plastic puppy that has 
lifelike expressions and a dynamic array of 
movements; and Paro the Seal ($6,120; paroro-
bots.com), which is marketed as a “carebot,” 
designed specifically for people with dementia.

Send your senior questions to: Savvy 
Senior, P.O. Box 5443, Norman, OK 73070, 
or visit SavvySenior.org. Jim Miller is a con-
tributor to the NBC Today show and author 
of “The Savvy Senior” book.

Prairie Manor Care Center 
& Heather Haus

220 3rd St. NW,
Blooming Prairie
583-4434

How Robotic 
Pets Can Help 

Isolated Seniors 
Avoid Loneliness

FILE PHOTO
On Dec. 17, 1989, Aurora Lutheran Church of rural Owatonna dedicated a new addition to the existing church. 
Aurora constructed a 24-foot by 36-foot floor as well as a basement. “Many people from the congregation 
donated time, talent and labor,” said Helen Larson, a member of the church. “In fact, on some days, there were 
so many people, Lorne Stockwell couldn’t keep them all busy.”



A6

OWATONNA PROUDOWATONNA PROUD
A6  |  Wednesday, December 23, 2020 OWATONNA SCHOOLS WEEKLY NEWSLETTER

School Calendar
• Dec. 24-Jan. 1: Winter Break/No School
• Jan. 4: School Resumes (Distance Learning)
• Jan. 4: School Board Organizational Meeting/Work Session (5:30 PM)
• Jan. 7: No School Grades E-5, Transition Day
• Jan. 8: No School Grades K-12, Transition Day
• Jan. 11: School Resumes Following Previous Learning Models  
    (E-5 In Person, 6-12 Hybrid)
• Jan. 15: End of 2nd Quarter
• Jan. 18: No School/MLK Day/Staff Development
• Jan. 19: No School Teacher Work Day

Owatonna Students of the Week
Elementary

Camden  
Zimmerman

First Grade
Parents: Travis and 
Sarah Zimmerman
Camden is a joy to 
have in our first grade 
class! He is respectful, 
responsible, and comes 
ready to learn every 
day! Camden is so good 
at including others and 
being a role model by 
doing the right thing 
– even when no one’s 
watching.

Zoe Halliwell
Fifth Grade

Parent: Frederick 
Halliwell
Zoe Halliwell is per-
sistent in accurately 
completing school work 
and challenging herself 
to grow academically. 
Zoe is a caring and 
empathetic student, who 
also tries to guide others 
in their academic en-
deavors. She is a strong 
leader and true asset for 
Wilson Elementary.

High School
Anna Fox
Sophomore

Parents: David and 
Amie Fox
Anna is a responsible, 
kind, and enthusiastic 
student. She engages 
in classroom discus-
sions and works well 
with her peers. Anna 
volunteers to help 
others and she often 
takes on extra work. 
She is definitely not 
afraid to take on a 
challenge.

A commitment to education 
for the Sullivans

Meet the Sullivan 
family in this week’s 
feature.

Julie is principal 
at Owatonna Middle 
School. Prior to OMS, 
Julie was principal at 
Wilson Elementary and 
assistant principal at 
Owatonna High School. 
Before becoming an 

administrator in the 
district, Julie taught 
English and coached 
girls’ cross country.

Greg is a chemistry 
teacher at Owatonna 
High School and he has 
been there for 28 years. 
He used to coach the 
girls’ golf team and has 
been the b-squad boys’ 

basketball coach for a 
number of years.

Greg and Julie have 
three children: Ty, Jay, 
and Josie, who are all 
graduates of Owatonna 
High School.

We are #Owaton-
naProud to have the 
Sullivan family as a 
part of our community!

Speech team fights 
through obstacles
BY EMMA HOWE

OHS MAGNET WRITER

Speech at OHS pro-
vides a way for students 
to express thoughts and 
feelings creatively. OHS 
Speech Team members 
take great pride in their 
achievements through-
out the years.

This year, the speech 
team has conducted all 
virtual meets compared 
to other activities such 
as sports that have 
faced cancelations and 
postponements. Due to 
the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, the speech team will 
have to learn to debate 
through a screen.

The captains for the 
speech team this year at 
the OHS seniors Ashton 
Jensen, Lily Sampson 
and Junior captains 
Julia Christenson, 
and Reid Stauffer. The 
captain at the Owa-
tonna Middle School 
is Hannah Parrish, 
an eighth grader. The 
speech team is welcome 
for anyone to join from 
grades seven to twelve. 
To join, Anderson 
would give the student 
who would like to join 
a link to register for a 
speech team. Then if 
that student has any 
questions regarding 
speech they would then 

email Nancy Benson 
in the activities office. 
The speech team google 
classroom code will 
also be given to them to 
stay updated.

The students of the 
speech team are very 
high spirited. There are 
many reasons to join 
a speech team. Jenson 
said, “It is an activity 
that can improve a skill 
that I already am good 
at. This skill will also 
pay dividends in the fu-
ture.” Speech increases 
people skills and gives 
more confidence.

COVID-19 has made 
every sport and activity 
to make some adjust-
ments. Ms. Anderson, 
speech team coach said, 
“So far it’s going pretty 
well considering all 
the changes! We have 
two new coaches this 
year, Ms. Betsy Cole 
OHS business teacher 
and Mr. Mark Ander-
son OMS art teacher, 
who will add a lot to 
our team with fresh 
ideas and a multitude of 
resources and techni-
cal skills.” The Speech 
Team will begin their 
practices in January 
and have their first 
meeting the first week-
end in February. The 
Speech Team is excited 
to kick off their season.

Sending some moo thanks

I would personally 
like to thank you for 

your support and 
encouragement these

past four years. I look 
forward to serving all the 
citizens of Steele County. 

Please feel free to 
contact me at any time. Prepared and Paid for by Rick Gnemi for County Commissioner

I look forward to fighting for YOU and Steele 
County to protect your tax dollars and to 

build unity within the county.

Students return to previous learning models in January
Owatonna Public 

Schools has reaffirmed 
their commitment to re-
turn students to the pre-
vious learning models 
of grades E-5 in-person 
and grades 6-12 hybrid 
on Jan. 11.

On Wednesday, Dec. 

16, Governor Walz out-
lined a plan to return 
elementary students 
to in-person learning 
and the District will be 
utilizing the Governor’s 
guidance to transition 
students back to the pre-
vious learning models.

For grades E-5, 
there will be no 
distance learning on 
Jan. 7 and 8 as E-5 staff 
will be preparing for 
the transition back to 
in-person learning. 
Friday, Jan. 8 will be 
a transition day for 

grades 6-12 and no dis-
tance learning will be 
scheduled on this date.

As per the Gover-
nor’s order, all activi-
ties may start practices 
on Monday, Jan. 4. This 
includes all middle and 
high school activities. 

Every program will 
still have to adhere to 
health mitigation guid-
ance provided by the 
Minnesota Department 
of Health.

In an effort to keep 
students and staff 
safe and attending 

school, and allow-
ing more students to 
attend every day in the 
future, please continue 
vigilance with regard 
to social distancing, 
masking up and re-
fraining from attend-
ing large gatherings.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
The Sullivan family consists of Greg and Julie along with their children Ty, Jay and Josie.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Members of the Midwest Dairy Association perform a surprise visit to Lincoln's Nutrition Services team 
recently. They acknowledged the work the nutrition team is doing to provide healthy meals to families 
during the pandemic. Involved in the praise are back row, from left: Norm Spindler, Tracy Heide and Ceedron 
Hanson and front row: Melissa  Weber and Trisha David. The woman in the middle is a representative of the 
Midwest Dairy Association.
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Hometown Sports

Division I football 
player has local ties

BY ALEX NUEHRING
SPORTS EDITOR

Less than 1% of all high 
school football players get the 
opportunity to play at the Divi-
sion I level and even fewer get to 
play for a team in a Power Five 
conference yet two of them have 
ties to Steele County.

The more well-
known one is Jason 
Williamson, who 
led the Owatonna 
Huskies to back-to-
back state cham-
pionships before 
joining the Univer-
sity of Minnesota 
football team.

The less well-
known one is 
Kellen Diesch, the 
starting left tackle 
for Arizona State 
University (ASU), 
whose ties to Steele 
County include 
multiple family 
members who grew 
up in Blooming 
Prairie. His dad, Mark Diesch, 
his uncle, John Diesch, and 
aunt Sharon (Diesch) Kelly, 
all graduated from Blooming 
Prairie High School. His late 
paternal grandparents, Gordon 
and Marcella Diesch, lived and 
farmed in Blooming Prairie. 
Gordon also graduated from 
Blooming Prairie High School.

Due to COVID-19, Kellen 
Diesch’s first season with the 
Sun Devils has been anything 
but normal. However, when he 
and his teammates have gotten 
to play, he’s performed well.

In their season opener 
against the then-ranked No. 20 
team in the country, the USC 
Trojans, he and the rest of ASU 
offensive line surrendered just 
one sack and paved the way 
for the Sun Devils to run for 

258 yards. Unfortunately, the 
Trojans showed why they were 
ranked in the top 25 by rally-
ing from a 13-point deficit and 
winning 28-27.

After two consecutive games 
were canceled, Diesch and ASU 
faced the UCLA Bruins in week 
four. The ASU offensive line 
once again helped its team run 

for more than four 
and a half yards 
per carry (165 
yards on 35 car-
ries), but they gave 
up five sacks and 
UCLA won 25-18.

A few weekends 
ago, the Sun Devils 
got their first win 
of the season in 
dominant fashion, 
beating the Uni-
versity of Arizona 
70-7. Diesch and 
the rest of the ASU 
offensive line had 
their best game yet, 
paving the way for 
their teammates 
to run for seven 

touchdowns and more than five 
yards per carry (259 yards on 
50 carries) and didn’t surrender 
any sacks.

Before grad-transferring to 
Arizona State, he played three 
seasons for the Texas A&M 
Aggies after a redshirt fresh-
man year.

At Texas A&M, Diesch 
earned a bachelor’s degree in 
business. He’s pursuing a mas-
ter’s degree in liberal studies 
at ASU.

One silver lining of COVID-19 
is the National Collegiate Athlet-
ic Association (NCAA) Division I 
Council granted all fall athletes 
another year of eligibility so 
Diesch will get to play for ASU 
again next year and he’ll have 
one more year to figure out what 
he wants to do after graduation.

Blossom star makes Vikings All-State Team
BY ALEX NUEHRING

SPORTS EDITOR

Blooming Prairie 
wide receiver/lineback-
er Mitchell Fiebiger had 
an unforgettable senior 
season, leading the 
Awesome Blossoms to 
a perfect 5-0 record and 
helping them win the 
Section 1A Champion-
ship. His season became 
even more impressive 
when he was named to 
the annual Minnesota 
Vikings All-State Foot-
ball Team.

The Vikings All-
State Team is made up 
of senior student-ath-
letes from all classes 
of football in the state. 
The student-athletes 
who make the team are 
selected by the Vikings 
in conjunction with the 
Minnesota Football 
Coaches Association.

Fiebiger was one of 
32 players who made the 
team and the only one 
from Class A.

He’s looking forward 
to competing against 
players from other 
classes.

“I’m very excited and 
pumped up to go out 
and play,” he said.

In addition to being 
the only player from 
Class A on the team, 
Blooming Prairie Head 
Coach Chad Gimbel 
said he’s the first 
Awesome Blossom to be 
selected to this presti-
gious team.

Fiebiger mentioned 
that being one of the few 

players selected for this 
team makes this honor 
meaningful to him.

“This honor means 
a lot to me especially 
because not very many 
people get to do what 
I’m going to be doing 
so it’s a very special 
thing,” he said.

Gimbel said he’s a 
worthy recipient of this 
honor because he plays 
the game the right way.

“He makes huge plays 
on offense and defense,” 
he said. “If you watch our 
games, he is a player that 
you will notice as the 
best player on the field.”

He noted that what 
makes Fiebiger such 
a good football play-
er is his passion for 
the sport, his love of 
contact, his competi-
tiveness, intensity and 
relentlessness.

Fiebiger added that 
his passion for the game 
has helped make him 
such a skilled football 
player.

Gimbel said his 
passion for the game 
is evident during the 
offseason, practices and 
games.

“In the offseason 
he lives in the weight 
room, either at school 
or at home, and went 
to a number of foot-
ball camps during the 
summer the last two 
years. At practice he 
is intense, has fun on 
the field [and is always] 
focused on getting 
better. During games he 
loves to compete, it’s as 

simple as that,” he said.
His competitive 

nature helped Fiebiger 
become a four-year 
starter for the Awe-
some Blossoms. After 
starting at offensive 
guard as a sophomore, 
he moved to receiver as 
a junior and has made 
his biggest impact the 
past two seasons.

Last season, he 
caught 21 passes for 523 
yards (24.9 average), six 
receiving touchdowns 
and ran the ball four 
times for 32 yards. On 
defense, he recorded 134 
total tackles, 21 tackles 
for loss and three sacks.

With his help, 
Blooming Prairie went 
undefeated and won its 
first-ever football cham-
pionship.

“He was a huge part 
of our success last 
year,” said Gimbel. “He 
was a thumper in the 
middle of our defense–
when he tackled guys 
they never fell forward. 
His hard hitting was 
an intimidating factor 
in the middle of our 
defense. On offense he 
was a big play guy, but 
also a very good blocker 
that opened up big holes 
for our run game. In 
the biggest of games, he 

would always make a 
huge play on offense.”

This season, he was 
once again one of the 
Awesome Blossoms’ 
best players. He caught 
30 passes for 589 yards 
(19.6 average) in just five 
games, nine receiving 
touchdowns and ran the 
ball three times for 15 
yards and one touch-
down. On defense, he 
compiled 73 total tack-
les, six tackles for loss, 
three and a half sacks 
and one interception.

In addition to helping 
Blooming Prairie win 
its third straight section 
championship, he said 

Fiebiger became a lead-
er of the Awesome Blos-
soms by working hard, 
playing hard, giving his 
best effort and playing 
with passion.

“[He was] a leader by 
example in these areas 
on and off the field,” 
Gimbel said.

Whether on and 
off the field, Fiebiger 
enjoyed his whole high 
school football career, 
but he said the

most enjoyable part 
was the entire 2019 
season.

He plans on playing 
collegiate football but is 
not sure which school yet.

Premier volleyball player  
earns another honor

BY ALEX 
NUEHRING

SPORTS EDITOR

Medford volley-
ball star Kinsey 
Cronin saved her 
best season for last 
and in the past 
month the senior 
middle hitter has 
reaped the benefits. 
She recorded her 
1,000th career kill in 
the Tiger’s season 
finale against Maple 
River on Nov. 20, 
and she recently 
achieved an even 
more impressive ac-
complishment when 
she was named a 
first-team All-Con-
ference player.

When Cronin 
learned that she 
was one of the seven 
volleyball players 
from the Gopher 
Conference to make 
the first team, she 
was grateful and 
humbled.

“I was extremely 
honored. I know the 
hard work everyone 
in the conference 
puts into volleyball 
and the amount of 
heart that goes into 
the game, and to be 
a part of that is an 
honor,” she said.

This honor is 
meaningful to her 
because volleyball 
is one of her main 
passions.

“Volleyball is my 
passion because it 
has been a home 
for me. I have 
found an amazing 
support system and 
have seen so much 
growth as a person 

through volleyball. 
I owe so much of 
myself to volleyball 
and the people I 
who surrounded 
me,” she said. 
“Volleyball is my 
passion because it 
has created a family 
and home for me.”

Cronin has made 
her family and 
home community 
proud by always 
striving to be the 
best volleyball play-
er she could be.

When asked what 
makes her such a 
strong volleyball 
player, she said her 
vision and devotion 
to the game are keys 
to her success.

“I am able to see 
the court and I am 
always looking for 
ways to grow. Even 
with the pandemic 
I made sure to keep 
my body strong 
with core exercis-
es and the weight 
room,” she said.

Thanks to that 
dedication, she’s 
been a varsity 
starter since her 
freshman year and 
earned numerous 
honors. Cronin 
made second-team 
all-conference her 
junior year. Not 
including all-confer-
ence, her volleyball 
awards include 
making the Class A 
all-tournament team 
during her soph-
omore and junior 
year and the Class 
A first team all-state 
her junior year and 
senior year.

Even though her 
current skill level 
has earned her nu-
merous awards, she 
wants to become 
even better.

“I can improve 
my serving by 
working on my 
jump serve. I would 
also like to speed up 
my blocking,” she 
said.

Despite those ar-
eas of improvement, 
the Tigers achieved a 
lot of success during 
Cronin’s high school 
career, including two 
berths in the state 
tournament.

The highlight 
of her high school 
volleyball career 
came at the state 
tournament when 
Medford beat Mayer 
Lutheran, who were 
two-time defending 
state champions, in 
the first round.

While that may 
be her top moment, 
she greatly enjoyed 
every day she got 
to spend with her 
teammates and 
coaches and that 
unfortunately 
makes it that much 
harder to know she 
won’t get to play for 
the Tigers again.

“The team has 
truly become a fam-
ily to me and leaving 
them is one of the 
hardest things I have 
to do. Also, leaving 
behind Coach Missy 
who from the start 
has put her faith in 
me and I can’t be 
more grateful for it 
as it has brought me 
so much confidence 
as a player and 
leader,” Cronin said. 
“I will miss Medford 
and all of the oppor-
tunities and support 
the volleyball family 
has given me.”

She plans to play 
volleyball at the 
collegiate level, but 
is still uncertain 
which university 
she’ll attend.

F R E E  C O N S U L T A T I O N S

132 2nd Ave NE
Blooming Prairie

583.6613Dr. Deborah J Lien
DDS, MBS

ORTHODONTIC SPECIALIST www.drdeborahlienorthodontics.com

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Kellen Diesch is the 
starting left tackle 
for Arizona State 
University. He has 
ties to the Blooming 
Prairie area. 

STAFF PHOTO BY ALEX NUEHRING
Medford senior middle hitter Kinsey Cronin 
goes up high for a powerful kill attempt 
during the second set of the Tiger’s 3-0 win 
over United South Central on Thursday, 
Nov. 12. She was one of just seven Gopher 
Conference volleyball players who were 
named first-team All-Conference and the 
only one from Steele County.

STAFF PHOTO BY ALEX NUEHRING
Blooming Prairie senior receiver Mitchell Fiebiger gains some yards after the catch during the first half of the 
Awesome Blossom’s 49-6 win over the Randolph Rockets in the Section 1A Championship. 
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Owatonna School Board  
OKs 2021 tax levy

BY CHRIS BALDWIN
STAFF WRITER

During the regular 
December session, the 
Owatonna School Board 

adopted the district’s 
final 2021 levy.

The 2021 levy was 
certified at $18.2 mil-
lion, representing an 
increase of 1.54% over 

last year’s levy, leading 
to a $276,326 increase 
in taxes. Out of the over 
$63 million in revenue 
82% is slated to come 
from state funding, with 
property taxes account-
ing for 12.5%.

More than $11 mil-
lion of the $18.2 million 
levy was voter approved 
with another $7 million 
set by state law. “We’ve 
been really consistent 
from year-to-year, we 
really try as a district 
to not increase our 

levy, if we do not have 
to,” Amanda Heilman, 
director of Finance and 
Operations for the Owa-
tonna School District, 
told the board.

After reviewing the 
proposed 2021 levy the 
board unanimously 
approved the $18,205,783 
levy. This comes after 
voters rejected an 
increase in the levy in 
November. This increase 
would have generated an 
additional $300 per stu-
dents in 2022 and 2025.

Hwy. 14 expansion winds down first year 
of construction in Steele, Dodge counties

This past year has 
brought great news to 
residents of Steele and 
Dodge counties as well as 
other motorists who use 
Hwy. 14 between Owa-
tonna and Rochester.

Construction activity 
on the Hwy. 14 expan-
sion project between 
Owatonna and Dodge 
Center is wrapping up 
for the season as winter 
settles in across the re-
gion. Progress was made 
this year, but it may 
not have been easily 
evident, if your vantage 
point was from the cur-
rent route of Hwy. 14.

So here is a quick up-
date of some of the work 
that occurred in 2020 
and then key elements 
that we expect to see in 
2021:

BRIDGE BUILDING
· The Dodge County 

Road 1 crossing of Hwy. 
14 was completed this 
year and opened to traf-
fic to allow for addition-
al county road closures 
for bridge construction.

· Bridges over Hwy. 
14 that connect county 
roads were built, but 
still need work for com-
pletion at Dodge County 
Road 3 and Steele Coun-
ty Road 16. The Dodge 
County Road 3 will be 
at an interchange once 
the project is completed 
to connect to the county 
road that also connects 
to Claremont.

PAVING
Approximately four 

lane miles were paved 

on the project this year. 
Much of the work is in 
the vicinity south of 
Claremont

OTHER WORK
• The new highway 
alignment is where 
agriculture work ex-
isted. The clay subsoil 
needs to be dried out 
before it’s included 
in the roadbed as the 
new highway is built. 
Significant earth 
moving work occurred 
to accomplish this to 
ensure a quality road 
that meet’s MnDOT’s 
specifications.

◦ The new highway 
alignment also requires 
numerous drainage fea-

tures to not only perpe-
trate existing drainage 
but also to treat runoff 
from the new roadway. 
Over 50 new drainage 
culverts crossing the 
new roadway were in-
stalled, along with eight 
storm water ponds.

◦ You may have seen 
news coverage recently 
about a dedicated deer 
crossing passage along 
the new alignment. 
This was identified 
through Minnesota 
Department of Natural 
Resources and MnD-
OT personnel and an 
established drainage 
structure was increased 
in size to provide the 
height and width to 

accommodate deer as a 
way reduce vehicle-deer 
crashes.

COMING UP IN 2021
• More paving will 

be completed along the 
remaining 12.5-mile 
new route.

• Completion of the 
Dodge CR 3 and Steele 
CR 16 bridges.

• Construction and 
completion of the Hwy. 
14 interchange at Hwy 
56 and Dodge County 
Road 5.

• Depending on con-
struction progress and 
weather, traffic could 
be on the new Hwy. 14 
alignment in late 2021 
or into 2022.

BP City Council 
lowers 2021 tax levy
BY ALEX NUEHRING

STAFF WRITER

The Blooming 
Prairie City Council 
certified the 2021 tax 
levy, discussed its des-
ignated fund balance 
and received an up-
date on the potential 
annexation of Dollar 
General at its meeting 
on Monday, Dec. 14.

The budget for 2021 
originally included a 
5% tax levy, but due to 
the financial hardship 
many families have 
faced as a result of 
COVID-19, the city 
brought the levy down 
to 3.09% by cutting 
previously planned 
projects.

“This just isn’t the 
year to start a street 
improvement project,” 
said City Administra-
tor Andrew Langholz.

The new 3.09% 
tax levy represents a 
$23,781 increase in the 
city’s budget.

The main part of 
that increase, $18,750, 
will be used mostly 
on street mainte-
nance. Langholz said 
that cost went up by 
$15,000 this year. The 
remaining $5,031 will 
go towards paying 
off projects that have 
already occurred.

The motion to ap-
prove the 2021 tax levy 
carried unanimously.

The city council 
also decided to heed 
that advice of its 
auditor, setting aside 
six months’ worth 
of taxes or half its 
operating budget in 
the city’s designated 
fund balance, which is 

basically a rainy-day 
fund.

Later, during the 
city administrator’s 
report, Langholz stat-
ed that Dollar General 
has made a formal 
request to be annexed 
by the city of Bloom-
ing Prairie.

If the annexation of 
Dollar General comes 
to fruition, it would 
add 1.34 acres to the 
city and add one more 
taxable business, 
which would benefit 
the city’s budget.

In other business:
· City Attorney Ja-

son Iacovino reported 
that, despite COVID-19, 
the city’s police force 
has been kept busy this 
year. “The number of 
calls they’ve received 
in 2020 is pretty close 
to what they had in 
2018 and 2019 com-
bined,” he said.

· The council 
discussed perfor-
mance evaluations 
of Langholz, David 
Johnson, Pat Wehner, 
David Hoffman, Mark 
Lang, Dan Peach, 
Brad Busho and Laura 
Larson. The council 
accepted and agreed 
with the positive 
performance evalua-
tions for each person 
evaluated.

The next city 
council meeting is 
scheduled for 7 p.m. 
on Monday, Jan. 11. It 
will include two new 
city council members, 
Greg Johnson and 
Marcy Sundine, who 
are replacing Mary 
Kittelson and Tara 
Gimbel who didn’t 
seek reelection.

Loken Excavation & Drainage 
your DRAINAGE PROJECT partner

WE CAN HELP YOU WITH:
Aggregate Products • Waterway Cleaning
All Excavation Projects • Hauling & Septic

Call DALLAS for your DRAINAGE needs!

550077--445511--22887733

3695 Hoffman Drive NW • Owatonna
loken@qwestoffice.net | Toll-free 855-298-2568

SPONSORED BY
STEVE’S

SMOKEY ACRES
Ellendale

507-684-2331

New Richland • Hartland • Ellendale • Geneva

PANTHER OF THE WEEK
This week’s Panther of the 

Week is JULIAN NASER. Ju-
lian lives in New Richland 
with his dad Jacob and older 
brother Adrian. Julian is in 
Mrs. Lassahn’s second grade 
class at NRHEG. 

He can always put a smile 
on anyone’s face with his great sense of humor and 
awesome personality! Julian loves sharing stories 
and respects his teachers and classmates. He also 
loves answering questions and is always ready for 
the next challenge. Julian enjoys playing football 
outside every day at recess. 

JULIAN NASER

12 KIDS OF CHRISTMAS!

For more information about JESUS or SERENITY, call Megan at 507-414-0308  
or visit www.bbbsofsouthernmn.org/beabig.

Serenity has been wait-
ing for a Big for 2 months. 
She is known for her kind 
heart, silly personality 
and optimistic attitude. 
Her love for staying ac-
tive through passions like 
running, hiking, playing 
sports and being outside 

are just a few of the qualities that make her so unique. 
Serenity is hoping to find a Big who enjoys adventures, 
staying active, being creative and could be a consistent 
role model in her life. 

Help end the wait for Serenity. YOU could be the 
Big who ignites her potential. Become a Big today.

Jesus has been waiting 
for a Big for a year and a 
half. Jesus is sweet, caring 
and can be a little shy at 
times. He is working on 
building more self-con-
fidence and understand-
ing his emotions. If he 
could be anything when 

he grows up, Jesus said he would like to be a doctor in 
Rochester because he thinks they are the best! The best 
Big for Jesus would be someone who enjoys being ac-
tive, has a positive attitude and could help Jesus build 
his self-esteem. 

STAFF PHOTO BY RICK BUSSLER
Construction workers continue to work on a bridge deck for the Hwy. 14 
project south of Claremont during a recent December afternoon that featured 
unseasonably warm temperatures. Work is wrapping up for the season, but it will 
begin in earnest again this coming spring. The new roadway will run about a mile 
south of the existing highway between Owatonna and Dodge Center.
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this,” she told the doc-
tors. “I’m not ready to 
hang it up yet.”

Eaker is taking two 
kinds of chemotherapy, 
including Keytruda, 
a relatively new drug 
that is immunotherapy 
for advanced non-small 
lung cancer. She says 
Keytruda helps “pump 
up your own natural 
immunity.” While 
chemo doesn’t penetrate 
the brain, Keytruda 
will get at it, she said.

There are many 
different side effects 
with Keytruda, accord-
ing to Eaker. She said 
the side effects depend 
on weight, age and type 
of cancer among other 
things. “There are lots 
of side effects, but this 
thing ain’t for sissies,” 
she said.

The first positive 
sign Eaker has noticed 
is that she no longer has 
a rattle when breathing.

Fighting cancer 
isn’t anything new for 

the Eaker family. Her 
husband, Steve, lost 
his battle to brain and 
lung cancer in 2006 
at the age of 55. But, 
as Eaker said, things 
were different in his 
case as he has two 
collapsed lungs from 
earlier in life and noth-
ing could be done for 
him. “We had no hope 
for him, but I have 
hope,” she said, adding 
cancer treatments 
have changed so much 
in the past 14 years.

She takes comfort 
in knowing that the 
meat market is in good 
hands with her daugh-
ter, Rachael Lee, and 
their employees. “She 
learned good from mom 
and dad,” Eaker said.

Eaker calls Lee her 
hero. “She constantly 
encourages me,” Eaker 
said. “When I need a 
pep talk, she helps me 
get through the day.”

When Eaker found 
out she had cancer, she 

couldn’t believe it. “My 
daughter told me that 
we got through this 
with dad, we will get 
through this with you,” 
she said fighting back 
tears.

Another hero in 
Eaker’s life is Blooming 
Prairie area accountant 
Tamzen Johnson, who 
has been taking Eaker 
to her doctor appoint-
ments in Rochester.

Eaker takes refuge in 
knowing “cancer is no 
longer a death sentence,” 
she said. “We will have 
victory over the C-word. 
Many of us live with can-
cer every day.”

She is leaning on her 
faith during this difficult 
chapter of life. “I let my 
faith be bigger than my 
fear,” said Eaker. “I know 
Jesus is surrounding his 
arms and protecting me. 
I can’t imagine anyone 
without faith. It would be 
such a deep hole.”

Eaker is confident 
that her family, doctors, 
Jesus and chemo will 
help her survive cancer. 
“I have to believe this… 
the alternative isn’t so 
good,” she said. “If I don’t 
have hope, it’s a darn 
lonely road to go down.”

Being away from 
the meat market hasn’t 

been easy for Eaker. She 
started crying to her 
daughter upon realizing 
she will not be able to 
see her customers on 
the busiest day of the 
year on Christmas Eve. 
Instead Eaker will be 
getting chemo.

Asked what her great-
est wish for this holiday 
season is, Eaker replied: 
“That we can get rid of 
the coronavirus and 
2020 can go away. 2020 
should be wiped off the 
face of the earth.”

Eaker takes comfort 
in celebrating Christ-
mas this week. She had 
most of the decorating 

done prior to getting the 
cancer diagnosis. “I was 
feeling miserable, but 
I got it done,” she said, 
adding she had some 
help from other family 
members.

“I love Christmas, I 
love the lights and I love 
decorating,” Eaker said.

Despite the latest 
setback, Eaker is find-
ing joy in the season. 
Last Friday she put 
on a bright red shirt 
that proclaimed “Joy” 
while marveling at her 
Christmas tree and 
other decorations.

“I felt so good,” she 
said.

‘He is at peace’
Friends mourn the loss  

of Ralph Diaz
BY RICK BUSSLER

PUBLISHER

It’s not the outcome 
family and friends had 
hoped for, but they are 
now taking comfort in 
knowing Ralph Diaz is 
in a better place.

Diaz died sudden-
ly Sunday morning 
in Pittsburgh while 
awaiting a double lung 
transplant. He ended up 
getting pneumonia in 
the past couple weeks 
and had at least one 
stroke, according to 
Ruth Hagen, a friend 
and co-worker of Diaz’s 
at RJ’s on 5th Ave Bar 
and Grill in Ellendale. 
Diaz was 51.

“It was very unex-
pected,” said Hagen. 
“It’s so unfortunate.”

Diaz left with his 
sister before Thanks-
giving for Pittsburgh 
where he was on the 

waiting list to receive a 
double lung transplant. 
He was diagnosed with 
pulmonary fibrosis in 
February 2019.

Hagen shared how 
the hospital had found a 
set of lungs for Diaz two 
weeks ago. However, the 
lungs had a puncture 
in them and could not 
be transplanted to Diaz. 
“It’s like you dangle a 
bone in front of a dog,” 

Hagen said of the situa-
tion. “It was depressing 
when he didn’t get those 
lungs. He should have 
had those lungs two 
weeks ago,” she added.

While Hagen and 
others are wrestling 
with how to understand 
what has happened to 
Diaz, they are taking 
comfort in knowing 
that he’s not suffering 
any more.

Hagen has also taken 
comfort in the fact that 
she was able to share 
photos and a video of 
the Rally for Ralph that 
took place in Ellendale 
on Dec. 6 before he died. 
More than 600 people 
showed up for a benefit. 
“It made him feel good 
that people really loved 
him,” Hagen said.

Hagen encourages 
people to say prayers 
for Diaz’s family and 
friends. She said Diaz 

was loved by so many 
people. “He has left a 
huge hole in our com-
munity,” she said.

In honor of Diaz and 
his memory, RJ’s Bar 
is closed until at least 
after Christmas. “It’s 
time to reflect on his 
memory,” Hagen said.

Funeral services are 
pending.

Diaz grew up in 
Blooming Prairie. He has 
worked for a number of 
restaurants and bars in 
Blooming Prairie, Gene-
va and Ellendale over the 
years. He most recently 
took over as manager 

of RJ’s after his sister 
purchased the business 
about a year ago.

During Diaz’s ab-
sence, employees along 
with his brother Louie 
had been running RJ’s.

“I’m just so glad he’s 
not suffering,” Hagen 
said. “He is at peace.”

Agronomy • Energy • Grain • Feed • Financing
An Ag-focused Cooperative 
That turns Prog ress into 
Powerful solutions for our customers.cfscoop.com

Keeping alive a tradition since 1888 
The Johnsons

Farming has been a tradition for the Johnson family for the past 132 years.
Dale and Lori Johnson live on the century-old farm southwest of Owatonna. They farm along 

with Dale’s two brothers, Daryl and Craig. They raise corn and soybeans conventional and no till. 
About three-fourths of their crop is stored at home while the rest is delivered to the local elevator 
in the fall.

The Johnsons milked Brown Swiss cows until 1992 and raised hogs until 1999. 
“I started farming first because I was brought up on a farm, and I thought it was the best place 

on earth to raise a family,” said Dale. “I also wanted to keep our family farm tradition going since it 
began in 1888,” he added.

Dale’s mother passed away in 1973. “That really instilled in me that I wanted to come home from 
college and help my dad,” Dale said. “I never second guessed my decision.”

Dale and Lori were married in 1975. They have three adult children: Justin, Brandon and Kelsey. 
“Growing up on the farm helped establish a healthy work ethic and prepared them for their futures,” 
Dale pointed out. He noted 4-H has also been a great part of their lives and something their children 
took great pride in. 

One of the greatest joys Dale gets out of farming is planting a crop in the spring, following it all 
summer long and determining in the fall when to start 
harvest. “The goal all along is to harvest a good crop, 
receive a good price in the fall and hopefully with only 
a few small bumps along the way,” he said.

Another joy for the Johnsons is watching their 
grandchildren enjoy the surroundings of the farm. 
Some activities they enjoy doing with the grandchil-
dren are riding four-wheeler into the woods, riding the 
combine or tractor, planting and harvesting vegetables 
in the garden and running free exploring the animals 
and land, which they most likely don’t get to see in 
town.

Dale says their farm is always looking for ways to 
conserve the land for the future. “We want this farm 
to be in the family for years to come,” he said, noting 
his 93-year-old father always plants a tree whenever he 
has a chance. Dale’s brother has started beekeeping and 
planted wildflowers to help with pollination. “What an 
experience that has been,” Dale said.

In addition to farming, Dale also works at Owaton-
na Ford. Both Dale and Lori have been 4-H leaders and 
active in church. Dale enjoys being on the township 
board. 

Dale and Lori Johnson operate a crop farm southwest of Owatonna along with Dale’s 
two brothers, Daryl and Craig.

This week’s farm family is brought to you by:
HOLIDAY HOURS

The Steele County Times will be closed 
Thursday, Dec. 24 & Friday Dec. 25 and 

Thursday, Dec. 31 & Friday, Jan. 1.

Happy Holidays from
Our Family to Yours!!!

MnDOT 
launches “Name a 
Snowplow” contest

The Minnesota 
Department of Trans-
portation is seeking 
creative, witty and fun 
names as part of a new 
effort to name eight 
snowplows in the agen-
cy’s fleet – one snow-
plow for each MnDOT 
district in the state.

Name ideas can 
be submitted on the 
MnDOT website at 
www.dot.state.mn.us/
nameasnowplow. The 
submission form will be 
open until Friday, Jan. 
22 and all Minnesotans 

are invited to partici-
pate. The link will also 
be shared on MnDOT’s 
social media channels.

In February, MnD-
OT plans to share some 
of the best name ideas 
and invite the public to 
vote on their favorites. 
The eight names that 
get the most votes will 
then make their way 
onto a snowplow in 
each district.

Follow @mndot on 
Instagram and Face-
book, and @MnDOT 
on Twitter.

FAITH PLAYS: key role in Eaker’s cancer fight  FROM A1

Ralph Diaz

SUBMITTED PHOTO
More than 600 people cleaned out the baked goods during a Rally for Ralph Dec. 6 
in Ellendale. Handling the bake sale are, from left: Rhonda Haried, Peggy Wallerich 
and LuAnn Hanson.
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Jeannette Preston, 87, 
Owatonna

Jeannette Ann 
Preston, age 87, of 
Owatonna passed 
away Dec. 17, 2020 at 
the New Richland 
Care center.

Mass of Christian 
Burial will be 11 a.m. 
Tuesday, Dec. 29, 
2020 at Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church, 
Owatonna with burial 
to follow at Forest Hill 
Cemetery. Friends 
may greet the family 
one hour prior to the 
funeral at church.

Jeannette was born 
in 1933 in Owatonna 
to parents Robert and 
Margaret (Morsen) 
Peterson.

Jeannette started 
to clean houses, a 
career she would con-
tinue until retirement 
at the age of 77.

She and her 
husband Lyle love to 
ride motorcycles and 
would often take long 
trips on the weekends 
for many years.

Jeannette is sur-
vived by husband, 

Lyle of 44 years; one 
child, Gene Hick-
ok, Owatonna; one 
grandchild and one 
brother, Jim Peterson, 
Milwaukee.

She was preceded 
in death by one son, 
Dan Hickok; sib-
lings, Dalloyd (Betty) 
Peterson, Jim (Joan) 
Peterson, Ron (Rose) 
Peterson, Don ‘Butch’ 
(Doris) Peterson, 
Delores Davis, John 
Peterson and Kath-
leen (Milt) Gilbert.

For more infor-
mation or to leave an 
online condolence 
message go to www.
megercares.com.

COMMUNITY

Darrell A. Thoen, 81, 
Waltham

Darrell A. Thoen, 81, a life-
long farmer from Waltham, 
died on Friday, Dec. 11, 2020 in 
Franklin, Minn.

He was born on Aug. 12, 
1939 to Truman and Evelyn 
(Dahlby) Thoen in Kensett, 
Iowa where he lived until 1951 
when his family moved to a 
farm south of Austin. They 
later moved to a farm near 
Blooming Prairie.

Darrell was a 1957 graduate 
of Blooming Prairie High School and served in the 
National Guard.

Darrell’s passion was farming and he farmed 
his entire life. In addition to farming, he was a seed 
and chemical dealer. Darrell was an avid catfish 
fisherman, enjoyed spending time with family and 
friends and traveling back to Iowa.

Survivors include his very special friend, Kathy 
Welshons of Franklin; sisters, Virginia (LaVerne) 
Kehret and VaLois Thoen, both of Austin; many 
nieces, nephews and other relatives and friends.

He was preceded in death by his parents, brother, 
Robert Thoen and sister-in-law, Elaine Thoen.

Due to the COVID pandemic, services will be 
held at a later time.

Margery A. Ilk, 92, 
Blooming Prairie

Margery A. Ilk, age 
92 of Blooming Prairie, 
passed away peacefully on 
Wednesday, Dec. 16, 2020 at 
The Cedars of Austin.

Margery Ann Olson was 
born April 26, 1928 in Hec-
tor, Minn., the daughter of 
Henry and Edla (Ahl) Ol-
son. On June 30, 1947, she 
married Richard J. Ilk in 
Hector. The couple moved 
to Palo Alto, Calif., where 
Richard worked as an aeronautical engineer.

In 1949, they moved to Blooming Prairie, 
where Margery mainly stayed at home to 
raise their children and helped her husband 
with bookwork at their gas station, the Elk Oil 
Company. In later years, she worked alongside 
her husband as a receptionist at H & R Block. In 
addition, she worked as a cook and server at the 
Blooming Prairie Serviceman’s Club.

Margery’s faith was very important to her 
and was a devoted member of the United Meth-
odist Church in Blooming Prairie. Margery 
was a leader with the Girl Scouts, active in the 
American Legion Auxiliary, was an Election 
Judge, loved getting together with her lady 
friends for Bridge Club; she was an avid golfer 
and had a great time playing golf every Tuesday 
on Ladies Day at the Blooming Prairie Country 
Club, where her proudest accomplishment there 
was a hole-in-one. What fun she had!

Her hobbies included, cooking, knitting, and 
hardanger embroidery. She especially loved 
flowers and planting them. Some of Margery’s 
favorite pastimes were going to auctions, garage 
sales and collecting antiques with her husband, 
Richard. She was the best mom, mother-in-law, 
grandma, great grandma, sister, sister-in-law, 
aunt, and of course, THE BEST COOK!

Survivors include her two sons, Craig 
(Carole) Ilk of Pittsburgh, Pa., Mark (Jana) Ilk 
of Sacramento, Calif.; two daughters, Nancy 
Ilk of Blooming Prairie, Sue (Bryan) Rossow of 
Austin; eight grandchildren: Laena, Mark Jr., 
Joseph, Kasey, Mariesa, Kyle, Tom, and Becky; 
11 great grandchildren; sister, Alice Beske, 
brother, Howard “Shorty” Olson; sister-in-law, 
Donna Linse; and many nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in death by her parents, 
Henry and Edla Olson; husband, Richard Ilk 
in 2011; grandson, Joshua Ilk; brother, Harold 
“Spike” Olson; and sister, Helen Andrews.

Margery will be buried beside her husband in 
Fort Snelling Cemetery, Minneapolis, at a later 
date. In lieu of flowers, if you choose to send a 
card to the family, please include your favorite 
memory of Margery. Charitable contributions 
are the donor’s choice.

Worlein Blooming Prairie Funeral Home in 
Blooming Prairie is assisting the family with 
arrangements. Condolences may be expressed to 
the family online at www.worlein.com.

Earl M. Wheeler, 88, 
Owatonna

Earl Mason Wheeler of 
Owatonna died Dec. 18, 2020 at 
Homestead Hospice House in 
Owatonna.

A private family Mass took 
place Tuesday, Dec. 22, 2020 at 
St. Joseph Catholic Church in 
Owatonna. Visitation was one 
hour before the funeral liturgy 
at the church. Burial took 
place at Concord Cemetery 
in Old Concord with Military 
Honors provided by his friends 
and fellow members of the Steele County Funeral 
Unit. You may view a live stream of the Funeral 
Mass on St. Joseph’s Facebook page. A Knights of 
Columbus Rosary was also recited at the church.

Earl was born July 20, 1932 in Concord Town-
ship, rural Dodge County the son of Lyle and Vera 
(Mason) Wheeler. Earl attended high school in West 
Concord and graduated in 1950. After high school, 
Earl worked for his dad in the construction busi-
ness until he enlisted in the Navy in 1952. While in 
the Navy Earl spent six months on the Mediterra-
nean Sea and was able to tour ports in Europe.

He was united in marriage to Phyllis Wiggins in 
1953 in Dodge Center. Phyllis was able to join her 
new husband while he was stationed in Norfolk, Va. 
until he was honorably discharged in March of 1956.

Upon returning from the Navy, Earl continued 
his electrical training and worked for Kriesel Elec-
tric, Smith Owatonna Electric and other shops in 
the area for the next 45 years until his retirement.

Earl was a active member of St. Joseph Church, 
volunteering his time and talents, including being a 
Boy Scout Leader. Earl stated he was never bored. He 
filled his time with the American Legion, the Knights 
of Columbus and the Elk’s. He was a member of the 
Steele County Funeral Detail for over 20 years. At 
home he was busy making wine and wood carving.

In retirement, Earl and his wife Phyllis traveled 
to several countries. He enjoyed an annual ice fish-
ing trip with his five sons was a “Must” each year.

Earl leaves behind his wife of 67 years Phyllis, 
his children Michael (Becky) of Mantorville Patricia 
(Ritchie) Nyland of Elko/New Market, Paul (Jeanne 
Kitayama) Haines, AK David (Renee), John (Donna), 
and Matthew, all of Owatonna. Sixteen grandchildren 
and 10 great-grandchildren. Earl’s sister-in-law Sherril 
Wheeler and brother -in-law James (Sharon) Wiggins.

He is preceded in death by his parents, infant son Phil-
lip and two brothers, one sister and one brother-in-law.

Memorials may be directed to St. Joseph Church 
or the American Cancer Society. For more informa-
tion or to leave a condolence message go to www.
megercares.com.

Merry 
Christmas to all!

Some families 
when gift giving do so 
by the rule of three: 
one gift to play with, 
one gift to wear, and 
one gift to read. Here 
at the Blooming Prai-
rie Branch Library, 
we wholeheartedly 
agree that at least one 
gift, preferably more, 
should be one to read!

While recently 
watching a Facebook 
Live Christmas tour 
of Reykjavik, Iceland, 
I was reminded of the 
Icelandic tradition 
called Jolabokaflod, 
which translates to 
“Christmas book 
flood” in English. A 
book flood sounds 
like a wonderful 
idea. National Public 
Radio reported that 
Jolabokaflod started 
during World War II, 
when paper was one 
of the few things not 
rationed in Iceland. 
Because of this, Ice-

landers began giving 
books as gifts since 
other items were in 
short supply.

Ever since 1944, 
the Icelandic book 
trade has sent out 
advertisements to 
each household in 
November when the 
Reykjavik Book Fair 
happens. People use 
this to order books to 
give to their friends 
and family on Christ-
mas Eve., turning 
them into a country 
of bookaholics to 
this day. After all the 
presents are open, 
everyone grabs a cup 
of hot chocolate and 
cozies up to spend the 
rest of the evening 
reading their books. I 
love that idea – books 
and chocolates defi-
nitely go together.

Did you know that 
the average American 
reads 12 books per 
year, according to Pew 
Research Center? It 
seems like in 2020 we 
may have upped that 
average. One of our 
regular readers at the 
library, Joan Severt-
son, has read 92 books 
as of Dec. 17. She is 
hoping to make it to 100 
by the end of the year! 
(I think she will do it!)

Merry Christmas 
and a Happy Reading 
New Year!

OBITUARIES
Obituaries Sponsor:

LEGACY MONUMENT SALES
Leon & Lori Bohlman 507-456-7864 or 507-456-3735

landlbo@gmail.com

Always local, 
all the time. 

Old Fashioned
Butter Cookies

 

1 C softened butter

1 C white sugar

1 egg

1 tsp vanilla

2 T orange juice

1 tsp baking powder

2-1/2 C �our (about)

Cream butter and sugar, then add egg, vanilla and orange juice, 
mix well. Mix in dry ingredients. You can refrigerate if you need 
to, or you can roll out and cut out your cookies right away. Bake 
at 400º for about 6 to 10 minutes, or until you can see a little 
browned edge. Cool on wire rack and frost with butter cream 
frosting.

Butter cream frosting:
3 C powdered sugar
1/3 C softened butter
Combine until well mixed and add 1 tsp vanilla, and 1 to 2 T milk. 
Mix well and frost and decorate cookies! These cookies keep well, 
and the recipe doubles just �ne. They are very tasty cookies, 
enjoy!
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Dec. 23
Jeffrey (Heifer) Ingvalson
Morgan Jo Hagen 

Dec. 24
Jolean Zilm 
Kaylene Jensen
Lavon Hernandez
Noel Wright 

Dec. 25 
Kylin Bishop
Rick Klemmensen
Bob Hansen 

Dec. 26
Diane Lembke 
Piper Winn
Owen Jones 
Tricia Steckelberg
Leah Krell

Dec. 27
Tara Gimbel
Carsten Ingvalson 
Jeffry Zimmerman 
Macy Lembke
Lydia Brown 
Mason Brown 
Harper Schwindel

Dec. 28 
Thomas Braaten 
Madeline Sorenson
Jakson Vermilyea 
Joel Burr
Benji Bishop
Carter Bishop
Maya Lembke
Tyler Watkins

Dec. 21
Tom & Chris Butler

Dec. 26
Paul & Bernice Stender | Wally & Jean Wilke

Dec. 28
Chad & Kari Forystek 

ANNIVERSARIES

Margery A. Ilk

Jeannette Preston

Darrell A. Thoen

Earl M. Wheeler

NANCY
VAILLANCOURT

Keeping your 
Christmas Plants 

healthy

If you have received 
a living plant for the 
Holidays let’s discuss 
how to take care of 
them. They bring a 
smile to my face, I love 
plants and brighten 
up your home during 
the winter season.

First, we had better 
talk about the Poin-
settia plant. In the 
last few years, we are 
seeing more colorful 
plants on the market. 
Growers are literally 
painting them. I have 
been at a greenhouse 
where they place 
the plants on a large 
bench that moves and 
overhead sprayers 

apply the paint. It does 
not harm the plant, 
and the result is or-
ange, blue, and purple 
colored poinsettias.

Place your poinset-
tia in a sunny window 
or the brightest area 
of your room. Make 
sure your plant is not 
next to a cold window 
or door, they do not 
tolerate cold temps 
very well. Overwater-
ing is the No. 1 killer, 
it can lead to root 
rot. Water your plant 
when the soil dries 
out. If your plant came 
with a foil covering 
make sure the water 
can drain out the 
bottom.

Christmas cactus 
is another popular 
plant during the 
holiday time. They are 
notorious for drop-
ping buds when they 
are stressed. Try to 
limit the number of 
times that you move 
the plant when you 
get it home. Adequate 

Mastering
Gardening
LORRIE RUGG 

SEE KEEPING, A14
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Seasons Greetings!
Blooming Prairie Bus Company

Moving Kids Forward

Seasons Greetings!
Blooming Prairie Bus Company

MERRY and Happy New YearMERRY and Happy New Year

ALL I WANT FOR ALL I WANT FOR 
CHRISTMASCHRISTMAS…

Behind all the COVID plaguing our country, 
the Steele County Times has still been able to 
establish a connection with the North Pole. 
We are providing Santa’s elves and Santa 
himself with wish lists from first graders 
at Blooming Prairie. We’re certain Santa 
will share his magic, but it may depend on 
whether you’re on the naughty or nice list!  
MERRY CHRISTMAS!

COVID isn’t stopping 
Santa from tracking who’s 
been naughty or nice!
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BP HOLIDAY DAZZLE

BP puts a little dazzle into the holidays
PHOTOS BY HOWARD LESTRUD

A6 | TUESDAY, MARCH 27, 2018 STEELE COUNTY TIMES

132 2nd Ave NE • Blooming Prairie
507.583.6613 h FREE CONSULTATION

Dr. Deborah Lien
 DDS, MBS

Building 

Healthy
Smiles!

ORTHODONTIC SPECIALIST Mike’s
Ag & Truck Tire
REPAIR

870 32 Ave. NW, Owatonna
Emergency or on the farm repair

507-455-0388
(After hours 507-455-0483)

Sorenson’sSorenson’s 
Appliances & TV

Geneva, Mn
507-256-7258

GE, Frigidaire, Direct Tv, Danby, Crosley, Broan, 
Jenn-Air, KitchenAid, Maytag, Panasonic, RCA, 

Samsung, Toshiba, Whirlpool495 West N. ST.
Owatonna

507-451-7220

LARGE SELECTIONS
LOW PRICES

CREAMERY
TRY HOPE 

BUTTER FOR 
YOUR BAKING!
507-684-2019

Hope

Darrick Schewe
Owner

507-583-9994
Located in NAPA Auto Parts Building

Minimizer.com • 800-248-3855 • Blooming Prairie

800-248-3855
www.minimizer.com

Blooming Prairie

507-684-2100
12880 SW 72nd Ave, Ellendale

Your ad could be here!

Sponsored by these 

237 Hwy Ave. S • Blooming Prairie 583-6671

656 3rd St. NE • Blooming Prairie, MN
Robert Salinas

Family-Owned
507-583-6620

322 East Main St.
Blooming Prairie

507-583-2276

FLOOR 
TECH

LET’S ALL BE IN HARMONY
AND CELEBRATE MUSIC IN OUR

SCHOOLS MONTH

M
arch has been designated by the National 
Association for Music Education for the 
observance of Music in Our Schools Month, 
the time of the year when music education 
becomes the focus of schools across the 

country. The purpose is to raise awareness of the importance 
of music education for all children.

Photos courtesy of Becky Severtson, Premier Graphic Solutions

SENIOR HIGH CHOIR
Back row: Kari Bottin, Brett Motl, Ian Wayne, Boone Carlson, Ethan Grant, Cole Christianson 
and Olivia Johnson; middle row: Erin O’Brien, Jaclyn Hyland, Dylan Johnson, Luke Larkoski, 
Christopher Naatz, Rose Michaud, Danielle Pena and Anna Thostenson; front row: Raeann 
Grundmeier, Adrianna Bermea, Casey Lyman, Charlie Heimerman, Jacob Naatz, Hannah 
Hamersma, Brianna Arthaud and BethAnne Thacker.

8TH GRADE CHOIR
Back row: Kari Bottin, Adam Walsh, David Kartes, Drew Kittelson, Xavier Rennie, Carson Wacek 
and Josie Lorenz; middle row: Alana Braaten, Piper Lund, Remington Peterson, Tyler Archer, 
Ethan Ehlers, Colin Jordison, Bobbie Bruns and Alivia Schneider; front row: Isabella Heiber, 
Alexandra Dulaney, Melanie Winzenburg, Jaydon Brown, Payton Fristedt, Emily Miller and 
Jordyn Sunde.

7TH GRADE CHOIR
Back row: Madison Lea, Abigail Hefling, Cyprus Schleicher, Jayden Schewe, Alexander Riley, 
Madelaine Stoen, Haven Carlson, Leah Thorson and Heidi Judy; middle row: Kari Bottin, Sierra 
Larson, Anna Pauly, Tyler Miller, Zander Peterson, Cade Christianson, Micah Donnely, Joie 
Ruhter and Hannah Hamersma; front row: Bailey Brown, Jenna Johnson, Anna Reese, Aidan 
Holmes, Elliott Swenson, Jacob Weinberger, Jesse Cardenas, Trista Motl, Anna Suchanek and 
Brittany Johnson.

CHAMBER CHOIR
Back row: (left to right): Kari Bottin, Payton Simon, Charlie Heimerman, William Cardenas, Riley 
Millam and Ian Wayne; front row: Halle Strunk, Baylee Sorenson, Alivia Schneider, Melanie 
Winzenburg and Jaclyn Hyland.

Sponosored by these 
local businesses. 

Santa Claus greets a long line of kids and their parents at Farmers & Mer-
chants State Bank on Friday night, Dec. 6 as part of Holiday Dazzle. Santa
was brought to the bank by the Pittman horses.

The newly crowned Scrooge, Nelda Haberman, poses with three of her
friends, Stacy Salinas, Ann Weideman and the Grinch.

The 2019 Blooming Prairie Scrooge is none other
than Nelda Haberman of Vandal's Family Market.
She is crowned by BP Area Chamber of Commerce
Executive Director Becky Noble. Kelly LaMotte and daughter Lake set up a booth at

the Pizza Cellar party room during Holiday Dazzle
2019.

Siblings Natalie (left) and Justin (right) Schumacher
used their creativity to do some artwork at Main
Street Dental during Holiday Dazzle activities on
Friday, Dec. 6.

Enjoying their s’mores thanks to the Blooming Prai-
rie Fire Department are siblings Andrew Schwarz and
Joseph Schwarz.

Emma Decker, 7, and Claire Decker, 2, unveil a little
Christmas gift, their little brother Sterling, 2 months
old. The three Deckers were visiting the Santa House
during Holiday Dazzle 2019.

Savannah Kramer, 9, shows off her Disney friends,
Mickey Mouse, Minnie Mouse and Olaf at Girls Night
on the Town at the Blooming Prairie Servicemen’s
Club as part of Holiday Dazzle 2019.

314 E. Main St.
Blooming Prairie

507-583-7528
685 W. Bridge St.

314 E. Main St.
Blooming Prairie

507-583-7528
685 W. Bridge St.

Owatonna
507-451-9136
133 N. Broadway

New Richland
507-465-3810

Medford Bus Company

Moving Kids ForwardMoving Kids Forward

Medford Bus Company

Dear Santa,
How many reindeer do you actually have? 

I’ve been a great awesome blossom for 
Christmas. I would like a new bike and helmet. 

I hope you have a good Christmas.
Your Friend,

Cassadee Wilkemeyer

Dear Santa,
How are the elves? I would like some tractors 

for Christmas. Hope you are good.
Love, Rowdy

Dear Santa,
How are you? I want a new pencil box and 
a very fluffy body pillow because my twins 

have one but I don’t.
Your friend, Meriam

Dear Santa,
How do you get out of a chimney? I want a 

finger ring for Christmas. I can’t wait to open 
presents. I really want you to eat cookies!

Your Friend, Avery

Dear Santa,
How is Mrs. Clause? I want a real dog for 

Christmas. Stay safe!
Your Friend, Sadie

Dear Santa,
How is Mrs. Clause? I would like a new bike. I 
will leave milk and cookies. I will leave carrots 

for the reindeer.
Your Friend,

Odin Holtberg

Dear Santa,
Where do elves come from? I would like LOL 
dolls and more Hatchimals. I hope you and 

Mrs. Claus are doing well.
Your Friend,

Emma Tromic

Dear Santa,
WWE, Toys, Blanket, Bed, Dinosaurs,  

Football, Soccer Ball, Cell Phone,  
Legos, Stuffy Turtles, Love,, Santi

Dear Santa,
How are the reindeer? I would like a big 

crybaby for Christmas. I can’t wait to bake 
Christmas cookies!

Your Friend,
Meredith

Dear Santa,
How are you? I would like makeup, kitten, and 

sticky nails. Enjoy your cookies and milk.
Your Friend,

Jacquelyn Schieck

Dear Santa,
Does Mrs. Clause have magic like you?  

Are you friends with Jesus? Are reindeer girls? 
I have been a good girl. Please come to my 

grandma’s house to see me.  
There will be cookies.
Love, Brooklyn Simon

Dear Santa,
How do you make toys? I would like an X-Box 
for Christmas. I can’t wait to go snowmobiling.

Your Friend,
Crosby

Dear Santa,
How do the reindeers fly? Can I please have a 

radio for my bedroom?
Love, Bella

P.S. The cookies will be by the door.

Dear Santa,
How are you and the elves? I want a LOL 

Camper for Christmas. Hope you have a good 
Christmas.
Your Friend,

Emily Kasperek

Dear Santa,
Is Rudolph real? I would like a big doll vet set.

Your Friend,
Willow Bartell

Dear Santa,
What did you do last summer? I would like a 
Barbie camper for Christmas. Please be safe 

on Christmas Eve.
From,

Amelia Johnson

Dear Santa,
How is Mrs. Clause? How do you get all those 

toys delivered? How do you get in a house 
if there is no chimney? I would like an X-Box 
card for Christmas. I can’t wait to open the 

presents. I really want you to be safe.
Your Friend,

Jaelin

Dear Santa,
How are the elves? I want a double stroller. I 

am excited to open gifts.
Your Friend,

Olivia E.

Dear Santa,
How do you make the toys? I would like a 

PS5. I can’t wait for Christmas.
Your Friend,

Peyton

Dear Santa,
I have been good this year. Please bring me 
cars and dinosaurs. I will leave you cookies 

and reindeer food.
Your Friend,

Joey
To Santa,

How do you make toys? I would like fake nails 
for Christmas. I can’t wait to open presents.

Your Friend,
Skylar

Dear Santa,
How are the reindeer? I would like a 

snowboard for Christmas.
Your Friend,

Trysten

Dear Santa,
I would like a real phone. Thank you for giving 

to all the children!

Dear Santa,
How is Rudolph? How are the elves doing?  

I would like bluey toys, spider-man toys,  
and Hulk toys.

Love,
Levi Reinke

Dear Santa,
How are you doing? I would like a Nintendo 

Switch, a Super Mario case, and a Nerf-gun. 
Please take care.

Your Friend,
Laila Ebeling

Dear Santa,
What time do you deliver presents? I would 

like dolls. I really want you to stay safe!
Your Friend,

Lyanne

Dear Santa,
How are the reindeer?  

I would like RC Can for Christmas.
Your Friend,

Landon

Dear Santa,
How are you? I want a semi with a flatbed 

trailer. How is Mrs. Clause?
Your Friend,

Reed

Dear Santa,
What does Mrs. Clause do? Please bring 

42083 Lego Tech, No set or 42082, 42081, 
42080 Lego Technic.

Thank You!
Greyson

Dear Santa,
How do you get all the presents? I want an 
iPad for Christmas and I want AirPods. I am 

excited for Christmas Day!
Love,

Kennedy

Dear Santa,
What do you feed your reindeer? I want a 

plastic browning machine gun and firefighting 
books.

Your Friend,
Eli P.

Dear Santa,
How are you? I hope the reindeer are doing 
good. I would like an iPhone 12 and a X-Box 

and FS2021. Thank You.
Your Friend,
Tate Young

Santa Letters Santa Letters 
20202020
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Worship & Faith

Locally Owned & Operated
237 Hwy. Ave. S.

Blooming Prairie
507-583-6671

1180 Frontage Rd E • Owatonna
507-455-9551

www.owatonnagranite.com

“Creating Your Story in Stone” 322 East Main St.
Blooming Prairie

507-583-2276

FLOOR 
TECH

118 5th Ave.
Ellendale

507-684-2471

LERBERG’S 
FITNESS 
CENTER

& CAR WASH

Owatonna
121 W. Broadway St.

507-451-0193

Mike Bishman

O
R
T
H
O
D
O
N
T
I
C

S
P
E
C
I
A
L
I
S
T

Dr.
Deborah

Lien
DDS, MBS

Dr.
Deborah

Lien
DDS, MBS

Building
Healthy
Smiles!

132 2nd Ave NE
Blooming Prairie
507.583.6613

FREE 
CONSULTATION

Call Jon Arnett @
455-3735 for a tour 

236 22nd St. SE • Owatonna

Vibrant Living For  
Individuals 55 & Older  
at a Reasonable Price

Service Center:
507-528-2233

After Hours Towing:
507-456-4158
111 Front Street

P.O. Box 282
Claremont, MN

Make new friends.

1212 W Frontage Rd Owatonna, MN
507-451-0722

valleyviewofowatonna.com

LUTHERAN
AURORA LUTHERAN

6329 SE 28th St., Owatonna
Interim Pastor:  

Rev. Dale Svendsen
507-451-2819

office@
auroralutheranchurch.org
Worship: Sunday at 9 a.m.
Sunday School: 10:15 a.m.

COMMUNITY  
LUTHERAN – ELCA 

106 Third St. SE., Geneva 
Pastor Kristen Venne 

507-256-4288
Worship: 8:30 a.m. 

Sunday 

FIRST LUTHERAN – AFLC 
503 Radel Ct., Ellendale 

Pastor Richard Sliper
507-684-2451

Men’s Bible Study:  
8 a.m. Saturday

Worship: 9 a.m. Sunday 
(Kids church- 9 a.m. and 
Confirmation- 10:15 a.m.)
Jesus and Me: 3:30-5 p.m. 

Tuesday & Thursday
Call to Prayer:  

7 p.m. Tuesday
Bible Study:  

9:30 a.m. Wednesday
Wednesday School:  

6:15-7 p.m. followed by 
Youth Group- 7-9 p.m.

FIRST LUTHERAN – 
ELCA 

434 First St. SW.,  
Blooming Prairie

Senior Pastor:  
Rev. Heidi Heimgartner

Associate Pastor:  
Rev. Mike Walerius 

507-583-6621
firstlutheranbp.com

Worship Service- 9 a.m.
Sunday School- 10 a.m. 

FIRST LUTHERAN – 
LCMC 

8953 SW 37th Ave., Hope 
Pastor Sandy Miller

507-451-3854
Worship: 9 a.m. Sun. 

Sunday School, Adult Ed:
10:15 a.m. Sun. 

GOOD SHEPHERD 
LUTHERAN – LCMS

2500 7th Ave. NE., 
Owatonna

Pastor Greg Schlicker
507-451-4125

goodshepherdowatonna.com
Indoor Worship: Sundays 9 

a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
Online Worship: Sundays 9 
a.m. or anytime on website

MOLAND LUTHERAN – 
ELCA 

7618 NE 84th Ave., Kenyon 
Pastor Nancy Edwardson 

507-789-6661
Worship: 10:45 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m. 

PONTOPPIDAN  
LUTHERAN – ELCA 

9651 SW 75th St., Ellendale
507-465-8366

Worship: 10:15 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School: 9 a.m. Sun.

REDEEMER LUTHERAN 
– LCMS 

1054 Truman Ave., 
Owatonna

Pastor Kirk Griebel
507-451-2720 

Worship: 9 a.m. Sun. 
Education Hour: 10:15 a.m. Sun.

RED OAK GROVE 
LUTHERAN – ELCA
30456 Mower-Freeborn 

Road, Austin 
Leandra Anderson, Pastor

507-583-2038 or 507-437-3000
www.roglutheran.org
Worship: 9 a.m. Sun. 

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN 
– LCMS 

4532 SE 84th Ave., Claremont
Pastor Alan Broadwell

507-528-2404
Worship: 10:30 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m. 

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN 
– LCMS 

28959 630th Ave., Sargeant
Pastor Collin Duling 

507-251-5568
Worship: 10:15 a.m. Sun. 

Sunday School: 9 a.m. 

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN- 
ELCA

1301 Lincoln Ave. Owatonna
Pastors Dave Klawiter and 

Jacie Richmond
507-451-7293

stjohnowatonna.org
Worship: 5 p.m. 

Thursday & Saturday; 
8 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. Sunday

Summer Services: 
8 a.m. & 9:30 a.m. Sunday

ST. MICHAEL’S 
LUTHERAN – ELCA 

30450 570th Ave., Waltham
Pastor Dwight DoBell

507-567-2474
Worship: 8:30 a.m. Sun. 

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN 
– LCMS 

202 E. Park Ave., Hollandale 
Pastor Jesse Krusemark 

507-567-2272
Worship: 8:30 a.m. Sun.

Sunday School: 9:45 a.m. 

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN 
– ELCA 

2781 SW 92nd Ave., Meriden
Pastor: Rev. Dean Smith

507-451-2165
Sunday Worship Indoor: 10 a.m. 

TRINITY LUTHERAN – 
ELCA 

609 Lincoln Ave., Owatonna
507-451-4520

tlcowatonna.org
Senior Pastor:  

Rev. Todd Buegler
Associate Pastor:  
Rev. Amanda Floy

Deacon: Kris Oppegard
Sundays 9:30 a.m. - online at 
facebook.com/tlcowatonna 

and tlcowatonna.org/
worshiplive 

Watch the video of our 
full service on Spectrum 

(channel 181) and Jaguar TV 
(channel 900) (Tuesday-4:30 

p.m.; Wednesday-6 p.m.; 
Sunday-11 a.m.) and at 

owatonnalive.com.

TRINITY LUTHERAN – 
ELCA 

104 First St. SE., Hayfield 
Pastor Paul Hauschild 

507-477-2248 

www.trinityhayfield.org 
Worship: 8 a.m. &  
10:30 a.m. Sun. 

Sunday School: 9:15 a.m. 

TRINITY LUTHERAN – 
LCMS 

108 Third Ave. SW., Medford
Pastor Mark Biebighauser 

507-451-0447
Worship: 8 a.m. & 10 a.m.

Education Hour: 9 a.m.

TRINITY LUTHERAN – 
LCMS 

57043 300th St., Waltham
Pastor Jesse Krusemark 

507-567-2272
Worship: 10:30 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m. 

ZION LUTHERAN – 
ELCA 

7126 SW 98th St., Ellendale
Pastor: Rev. Dean Smith
Sunday Worship Indoor: 

8:30 a.m.

OUR SAVIOR’S 
LUTHERAN – ELCA

1909 St. Paul Road, 
Owatonna

Senior Pastor: 
John Weisenburger

Associate Pastor: Lisa Carlson
507-451-4853

oursaviorsowatonna.com
Worship: 8:15 a.m.- 

Traditional, 9:30 a.m.- 
Sunday School/Adult 

Education
10:45 a.m.- Contemporary

CATHOLIC
CHRIST THE KING
205 Second Ave. NW, 

Medford
507-451-4845

Father James Starasinich
Mass: 5:30 p.m. Sat.

Mass: 9 a.m. Mon. & Fri.

CHURCH OF ALL 
SAINTS

307 SW First St.,  
New Richland 

Father Brian Mulligan
507-234-6244

Mass: 5 p.m. Saturday 

HOLY TRINITY 
CATHOLIC CHURCH OF 

LITOMYSL
9946 SE 24th Ave 

Owatonna
Father John Wilmot

507-583-2784
www.litomysl.webs.com

Sunday Mass at 8:15 a.m.
Litomysl Finance Council:

2nd Thursday
Litomysl Pastoral Council:
2nd Thursday every other 

month

SACRED HEART 
CATHOLIC

150 NE Second St., Hayfield
Father John Wilmot

507-477-2256
Mass: 5 p.m. Saturday 
Reconciliation: 3:45 pm 

Saturday 

SACRED HEART 
PARISH 

810 S. Cedar Ave., 
Owatonna

Father Swaminatha 
Pothireddy 

Parochial Vicar

507-451-1588
www.sacredheartowatonna.org 

Mass: 5 p.m. Saturday;
8:30 a.m. &10 a.m. Sun. 

Spanish Mass:  
11:45 a.m. Sun. 

Daily Mass: 7:15 a.m.  
Reconciliation: 4 p.m. Sat. 
Adoration: 8 a.m. – 10 p.m. 

Thurs. 

ST. COLUMBANUS 
CATHOLIC 

114 E. Main St.,  
Blooming Prairie 

Father John Wilmot
507-583-2784

www.stcolumbanuschurch.com 
Mass: 10:30 a.m. Sunday

Reconciliation: 9 a.m.
First Friday & Saturday 

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC 
PARISH

512 S. Elm Ave., Owatonna
Father James Starasinich

507-451-4845
Saturday Mass: 4 p.m. 

Sunday Mass: 8 & 10 a.m. 
Reconciliation:  

3-3:30 p.m. Sat. 
Daily Mass:

8 a.m. Tues., Wed. & Fri. 
(Communion Service 8 a.m. 

Thursday) 
Adoration Chapel available

 Mon. – Fri. 7 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. 
Key fob required after hours 

or weekends 

CHRISTIAN
CHRIST COMMUNITY 

COVENANT 
540 SE 18th St., Owatonna
Dr. V. Brent Carlson, Pastor

507-451-1032
Worship: 9 a.m. Sun. 

Sunday Connections:  
10:15 a.m. 

PENTECOSTAL
FIRST UNITED 

PENTECOASTAL 
230 Locust Ave., Owatonna 
Pastor Eliazar Talamantes

507-363-2240
Worship: 10 a.m. Sunday;

6:30 p.m. Wednesday 

METHODIST
BLOOMING GROVE 

UNITED METHODIST 
43089 180th St., Medford 

(Seven miles west of 
Medford on CR 23)

Pastors JJ & Stefanie 
Morgan

507-835-8726
Worship: 8:30 a.m. Sun. 

Sunday School: 9:45 a.m. 

ELLENDALE UNITED 
METHODIST

200 Sixth St. NW., Ellendale 
Pastor Randy Cirksena

507-684-2731
www.ellendaleumc.org

Worship: 10:30 a.m. Sun.
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m. 

OWATONNA UNITED 
METHODIST

815 E. University, Owatonna
Rev. Lisa J. Vick Pastor

507-451-4734
www.owatonnaumc.org

Traditional Worship 
(Pathways): 

9 a.m. Sunday

NON-
DENOMINATIONAL

CEDAR CREEK 
30 E. Main St., Hayfield 
Pastor Aaron de Neui

507-477-2255
www.cedarcreekchurch.org

Worship: 10 a.m. Sun. 

DESTINY CHRISTIAN
2515 Harvest Lane NW, 

Owatonna
Pastors Rich and Amy Pettet

507-456-4775
www.destinycc.org

Worship: 9 a.m. Sunday
6:30-7:30 p.m. 1st and 3rd 

Wednesday

ELEVATION NORTH 
2002 Austin Road, 

Owatonna
Pastor Doug Jones

507-363-3099
www.elevationnorth.

blogspot.com
Worship (English):  

10 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School: 10:30 a.m. 

Worship (Spanish):  
2 p.m. Sun. 

Bible Study: 6:30 p.m. 
Wednesday 

Spanish Evangelism & 
Prayer:  7 p.m. Friday 

NEW BEGINNINGS 
332 14th St. NE., Owatonna

Pastors Scott & Joan 
Peterson

507-413-0209
Worship: 10 a.m. Sun. 

MENNONITE
PRAIRIE MENNONITE 

13638 750th St.,  
Blooming Prairie 

Bishop Dennis Martin 
507-583-7532

Worship: 10:30 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m. 

Prayer Meeting: 7:30 p.m. 
Wed.

MORMON
THE CHURCH OF JESUS 

CHRIST OF LATTER-
DAY SAINTS

404 31st St. NW, Austin
Bishop Rick Bremner

507-433-9042
Worship: 9 a.m. Sun. 

PRESBYTERIAN
ASSOCIATED CHURCH
Presbyterian Church (USA) 
and United Church of Christ

800 Havana Road, 
Owatonna 507-451-1546

www.associatedchurch.org
office@associatedchurch.org

Sunday Worship: 9 a.m.
(Fellowship, Church School, 

and Adult Discussions 
follow)

Wednesday Activities: Sept 
– May (see website  

for schedule)

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
109 E. Main St., Hayfield

Pastor Kirk Johnston
507-477-2631

Worship: 9:30 a.m. Sun.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
P.O. Box 66, Claremont

507-528-2320
Pastor Douglas Walters

10 a.m. Worship

SEVENTH-DAY 
ADVENTIST

SEVENTH-DAY 
ADVENTIST 

2373 Seventh Ave. NE, 
Owatonna

Pastor Brian Beavers
651-955-4032 

Worship: 11 a.m. Sat.
Bible Stud: 9:30 a.m. Sat.

UCC
CONGREGATIONAL 

UNITED CHURCH OF 
CHRIST

211 Main St. S., Medford
Rev. Richard Waters

507-451-4596
Worship: 10 a.m. Sun.

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
VIBRANT LIFE 

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
702 Third St. S., Ellendale

Interim Pastor Wendell 
Anderson

507-684-3421
www.vibrantlifeag.com 

Worship: 9 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday

Kids Church: 9 a.m.

BAPTIST
FIRST BAPTIST
104 First Ave. NE,  
Blooming Prairie

Pastor Matt Fennell
507-583-2673

Worship: 10 a.m. Sun.
& 6:30 p.m. Wednesday 
Sunday School: 9 a.m. 

Bible Study: 11:30 a.m. Sun.

FIRST BAPTIST 
(OWATONNA’S OLDEST 

CHURCH)
123 E. Main St., Owatonna

Pastor Carla Nelson
507-272-9834

www.firstbaptistowatonna.
com

Fellowship: 9:30 a.m. Sun.
Worship: 10:30 a.m. Sun.

BETHEL BAPTIST 
1611 Hemlock Ave. 

Owatonna
Pastor Michael Simmerman

507-451-8548
www.bethelowatonna.com
Worship: 9 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 

Sunday

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
VICTORY LIFE

105 2nd St NE Geneva
Pastor Diane Butler

507-402-0960
Worship on Sundays

Prayer Service: 7:30 a.m.
Church Service: 9:30 a.m.

Children’s Church: 9:45 a.m.

314 E. Main St.
Blooming Prairie

507-583-7528
685 W. Bridge St.

Owatonna
507-451-9136
133 N. Broadway

New Richland
507-465-3810LEON & LORI BOHLMAN

Monuments

Leon’s Cell 507-456-7864
Lori’s Cell 507-456-3735

landlbo@gmail.com

LEGACY MONUMENT SALES

Call for a catalog to view in the comfort 
of your home. We are here to help you 
create your monument by email or phone.

The birth names of God

Mat 1:20-23 NASB 
-.... an angel of the 
Lord appeared to him 
(Joseph) in a dream, 
saying, “Joseph, son 
of David, do not be 
afraid to take Mary 
as your wife; for the 
Child who has been 
conceived in her is 
of the Holy Spirit. 21 

“She will bear a Son; 
and you shall call 
His name Jesus, for 
(because) He will save 
His people from their 
sins.” 22 Now all this 
took place to fulfill 
what was spoken by 
the Lord through the 
prophet: 23 “BEHOLD, 
THE VIRGIN SHALL 
BE WITH CHILD AND 
SHALL BEAR A SON, 
AND THEY SHALL 
CALL HIS NAME 
IMMANUEL,” which 
translated means, 
“GOD WITH US.”

His names at birth 
were Jesus and Im-
manuel. Jesus is the 
best translation in 
the Greek of His real 
Hebrew name Yeshua. 
And Yeshua is actually 

a derivative of the He-
brew name for Joshua 
and Joshua came from 
“Jehoshua.”

There were only two 
men in the Old Testa-
ment that had the name 
Joshua. And both of 
them were instrumen-
tal in leading Israel out 
of bondage into free-
dom.

Joshua, the one 
that followed Moses, 
was not born with the 
name Joshua. His birth 
name was Hoshea. 
And Hoshea means 
salvation. But Moses 
changed his name; 
he took the “Je” from 
Jehovah -which is the 
name for God, and he 
added the letters to 
Hoshea to get “Je-

Hoshea” or Jehoshua. 
Therefore, Moses 
changed Joshua’s name 
from “salvation” to 
“God is salvation.”

Later it was short-
ened to Joshua. But 
Jesus’ name was not 
Joshua. And it was not 
Jehoshua. Jesus’ name 
was Jeshua, “JE” comes 
from Jehovah, and the 
literal translation of 
Jehovah is, “I AM that 
I AM” which is only 
attributed to God.

The “J-E” on the 
front of the name liter-
ally means I AM. So, 
Jesus’ name was not 
“God is salvation,” but 
rather “I AM salva-
tion.” He was saying 
to the whole nation of 
Israel, and to the world, 

“I AM here” and “I AM 
the Messiah.” He is 
saying to you today “I 
AM your salvation.” He 
is the only one who was 
ever named “Jeshua-Ye-
shua.” Listen to me 
carefully, there is no 
salvation apart from 
being saved through 
faith in Christ. Jesus 
came to save us from 
our sins. He saves us 
from the penalty of sin 
completely and totally.

His other name at 
birth was and still is 
“Immanuel” meaning 
“God with us.” God 
became a man to help 
us get back to Him 
through His sacrificial 
death on the cross We 
were separated from 
God because of sin. 

God the Father cannot 
have any fellowship 
with sinners, because of 
their sin. And so Jesus 
became our mediator. 
He became our go-be-
tween. He brought us 
to God, and He brought 
God to us. That’s why 
His name is Yeshua and 
Immanuel.

Will you accept Him 
today? The steps to your 
salvation are simple: 
Believe he died for you 
and was raised from 
the dead, confess your 
sin in a simple prayer of 
your own, choose to fol-
low Christ, confess that 
He is Lord of your life 
and simply trust Him 
for your salvation.

And have a very 
Merry Christmas!

AREA WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Pastor 
Scott Peterson

NEW BEGINNINGS 
CHURCH

OWATONNA
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watering and good light 
will help it looking great. 
A common question is 
“how do I get my cactus 
to bloom again?” To get 
them to bloom again, it 
all depends on light and 
temperature. To initiate 
flower buds, they need to 
be in two weeks of 14-16 
hours of dark and 8-10 
hours of light. Place your 
cactus in a cool room in 
mid-October and leave 
the lights off. The temp 
should be around 60 de-
grees. Reduce watering 
and only water when the 
soil feels dry. Once the 
buds open, you can move 
it into your main room 
to enjoy!

You might receive 
cyclamen, one of my fa-
vorites. They like high 
light and cool temps, so 
they can tolerate that 
cooler window spot. 
They are grown from 
a tuber so make sure 
to water them under-
neath the leaves and 
not in the center of the 
plant. You don’t want 
the water to sit in the 
center, as it will cause 
the tuber to fail.

A frosty fern is 
another plant that you 
see right now. They 
like bright, but indirect 
light. Soil moisture 
and humidity are the 
key factors to keep 
these guys happy. 
Low humidity causes 
browning foliage and 
shriveling. Place your 
plant on a tray filled 
with pebbles, keeping 
water in the tray to help 
with humidity levels.

If you received a 
fresh floral arrange-
ment from your local 
florist remember to 
keep the container 
filled with fresh water 
to keep it looking good. 
I do short educational 
videos on our Steele 
County Extension- Mas-
ter Gardeners Facebook 
page. I started them 
when we shut down in 
the spring to share my 
gardens and will con-
tinue them this winter 
with houseplant care 
tips. So like our page 
and follow along with 
gardening information 
throughout the year.

Lorrie Rugg is the 
coordinator of the 
Master Gardener pro-
gram in Steele County. 
Her column appears 
in this newspaper 
regularly.

a double lung trans-
plant. It’s certainly a 
sad ending, but I was 
encouraged by his 
friends and employ-
ees who are taking 
comfort in knowing 
he won’t suffer any 
longer. They also 
shared a story about 
how Diaz “squealed 
with delight” after 
seeing a video of the 
rally shortly before 
his death.

If I could be grant-
ed one wish for every-
one, it’s simply this: 
We need to get back to 
the basics of family, 
friendship, being 
kind to one another 
and treat each other 
with respect. I hope 
my holiday gift to you 

will help you achieve 
those core values.

Uncertainty is 
abounding in life 
right now. But just re-
member that there is 
certainty in knowing 
that God sent his only 
son, Jesus Christ, into 
the world thousands 
of years ago to save 
us all.

Don’t let the uncer-
tainty of life get the 
best of you. We can 
find peace and hope 
that things will get 
better. Let’s start by 
going in hot pursuit of 
recognizing the good 
that many people 
have to offer the rest 
of us.

Merry Christmas 
and Happy New Year!
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BLOOMING PRAIRIE TOWNSHIP  
ELECTION NOTICE 2021

Filings for office of treasurer: 2-year term  
Filings for office of supervisor: 3-year term  

Will be open to file for office December 29th  
through January 12th. Applications for candidacy 
can be picked up and returned to the clerk’s office 
along with the $2 filing fee.

Missy Anderson
Blooming Prairie Township Clerk

 12/23

12 KIDS OF CHRISTMAS!

For more information about RILEY or HANNAH, call Megan at 507-414-0308  
or visit www.bbbsofsouthernmn.org/beabig.

Hannah has been waiting 
for a Big for 9 months. 
Her quirky, fun-loving 
personality and love of 
fishing and dancing are 
a just a few of the things 
that make Hannah unique. 
Hannah would like to 
go window shopping, do 

pottery, walk her dog, talk, listen to music, color or go 
to Petco with her future Big – as long as they don’t have 
to see the snakes. 
Help end the wait for Hannah. YOU could be the Big 
who ignites her potential. Become a Big today.

Riley has been waiting 
for a Big for 1 year. He is 
a funny young boy who 
loves being outside and 
staying busy. Some of Ri-
ley’s favorite activities in-
clude camping, reading, 
going to the beach, playing 
video games and bowling. 
He also hopes to learn to 

snowboard someday! The best Big for Riley would be 
someone who can encourage him to try new things and 
demonstrate what it means to be a good friend. 

Help end the wait for Riley. YOU could be the Big 
who ignites his potential. Become a Big today.

Crossword Puzzle of the Week

12
-2

3-
20

ACROSS
 1 Opposite of neither
 5 Protect
10  “Four and twenty black-

birds baked in ---”
14 On the ocean
15 Publish
16 Route
17 Via
18 Serviced
20 Cotton Club setting
22 Jamboree
23 Up
25 Intelligence agency
26  Not traded on a stock 

exchange
28 Top guns
30 Ethnic
35 In favor
36 Adeptness
38 State animal of Maine
39 The Sultan of Swat
41 Talent seeker
43 Shuttle operator
44 Behaved
46 Wished
48 Beat
49 Accidental dive
51 Feeble
52  Some foreign Government 

heads

53 Except
55 Comic --- Martin
57 Light metal
62 Knuckleheads
65 Suspension
67 Duration
68 First to die in the Bible
69 Untrue
70 Egyptian dancing girl
71 Dabbling duck
72 Absquatulates
73 Drip slowly

DOWN
 1 Tub
 2  Workplace regulation 

agency
 3  Unglazed brownish-red 

earthenware
 4 Pulls
 5 Ingenious sales devices
 6 World’s largest economy
 7 Expression of incredulity
 8 Scrap
 9 Despise
10 Parched
11 Small lake
12 U N nuclear watchdog
13 Swirl
19 Warning signal

21 Touchdown forecasts
24 German state
26 O founder
27 Temporary peace
29 Single-masted sailboat
31 Electrically charged particle
32 Maritime refugees
33 Tea-growing Indian state
34 Inclines
37  Southern hemisphere 

constellation
40  “He’d make a lovely 

corpse” (Dickens: “Martin 
Chuzzlewit”)

42 1,000%
45 Kind of card
47 Artificially-colored
50 Went on the lam
54 Like Mayberry
56 Travel stamps
57 “I --- my wit’s end”
58 Projecting part of the brain
59  Common fertilizer ingre-

dient
60 Shopping center
61 Height of Denver
63 Dull
64 Sudden
66 Employ

Licensed in Minnesota
Serving Serving Steele, 

Dodge, Mower and 
Freeborn counties, 

including Rochester, 
Byron, Kasson and 

Owatonna.

A PERFECT:  
Christmas present  FROM A2

KEEPING: 
your Christ-
mas Plants 
healthy   FROM A10

Always local, 
all the time. 
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FOR SALE

FOR SALE: Large old 
plat books and world at-
las books. 1912 Freeborn 
plat book, 1928 Olmsted 
plat book, 1929 Faribault 
plat book, 1887 World 
Atlas, 1911 World Atlas, 
and 1940 World Atlas. 
Good condition. Ask-
ing $50 OBO. 507-450-
5395. 12/10T4pd

FOR SALE: Electric Ap-
ple Juicer/Press. Never 
used – retail cost $500 
– selling for $75.00. Con-
tact 507-256-4181 12/9T3pd

AGED HORSE MA-
NURE for the garden 
connoisseur. Courtesy of 
Lady Maggie. Call Made-
line to place your spring 
order. $4 for 5-gallon 
bucket or $9 for a 13-gal-
lon bag.  Customers 

must provide bucket 
or bags. Cal 507-634-
6293. TFN/NC

FOR SALE: Ammo: .45 
acp; .300 Win. Mag.; 
22.250. Hard to  nd 
ammo readily available. 
Private party. 763-226-
9775. 11/12TFNpd

STUDENT 
EMPLOYMENT

SAMANTHA UPHAM’S 
BABYSITTING/NANNY
services I’m a 15-year-
old honors student enter-
ing my sophomore year 
at Kasson High School. 
I have babysitting expe-
rience and have been 
through a class speci c 
for caring for young chil-
dren. I am best suited to 
care for toddlers through 
young teens. Available 
7 days a week and can 
be very  exible with 

times. I will ensure a 
summer full of fun! (refer-
ences upon request) 507-
358-3415 27tfn

TWO BROTHERS look-
ing to mow lawns. $20 
depending on lawn size. 
Please contact Hayden 
or Russell at 507-923-
3277. TFNPD

BRIANNA’S LAWN 
CARE SERVICES. Mow-
ing, trimming, complete 
yard cleanup. Weekly 
or on call. Satisfaction 
guaranteed. FREE es-
timates. Call 507-421-
7945. TFNpd

CALEB’S PET SITTING,
Cats and Dogs, please 
call me at 507-634-
7907. 33tfc

LOOKING FOR FALL 
CLEAN-UP? Nick’s Lawn 
Service does it all. Bags 
leaves, clean-up land-

scaping, pickup sticks. 
Mower has a bag. Call 
Nick’s Lawn Service. 
507-696-3849. 10/8TFN

COINS

NEED CASH? I give free 
appraisals of your old-
er coins from 1964 and 
older. I am also looking 
to buy older coins such 
as silver dollars, halves, 
quarters, dimes, wheat 
and Indianhead cents. 
Please call Ron from 
Hayeld at 507-477-2427 
or 507-259-6460. 12/3T6pd

HELP 
WANTED

ROCHESTER TOOL & 
CUTTER GRINDING: Im-
mediate opening. Looking 
for full-time (4 10-hour 
days) part-time employee 

(20-30 hours) to sharpen 
machine shop tooling. 
Can lead to CNC equip-
ment. Mechanical knowl-
edge preferred, but will 
train. Students – adults. 
For more information call 
Jack at shop. 507-634-
7184 12/10T3

FOR RENT

BLOOMING PRAIRIE 
RENTALS Smoke free 1 
bd apt for 62+ or disabled 
persons. Rent based on 
income, all utilities in-
cluded! 507-438-7935 or 
507-451-8524 or www.
lifestyleinc.net tdd 507-
451-0704 Equal Housing 
Opportunity 12/24T2

 Over 25,000 in households
CLASSIFIEDS

      www.steeledodgenews.com

DEALS ON WHEELS
Sell your car, bike, RV, 
trailer, and anything on 

wheels today!!

3-WEEK SPECIAL: $32
BUY TWO WEEKS, 

GET THE THIRD FREE
UP TO 20 WORDS; 10¢ FOR EACH WORD AFTER

TO PLACE AN AD
Steele County Times
507-583-4431
bptimes@frontiernet.net
411 E. Main St., Blooming Prairie, MN 55917

TO PLACE AN AD
Dodge County Independent

Dodge County Advantage
507-634-7503 • dci@kmtel.com

121 W. Main St., Kasson, MN 55944

BARGAIN FINDER
Sell your items for $50 or 

less. Run it for four weeks.
ONLY $5!

• Part-Time

CAREER OPPORTUNITY

Apply on Indeed or
800 5th Ave. NW,
Kasson, MN - EOE

Resident Assistant

Registered Nurse

• FT 6 a.m. – 2 p.m.
• FT & PT 2 p.m. – 10 p.m.
• FT & PT 10 p.m. – 6 a.m.

Housekeeper
• Full-Time

rse

VICTIM
SERVICES

A  service of DFO 
Community Corrections

Sexual Assault Program
& Victim Witness 

Assistance Program
Advocacy, information and 

assistance for victim/survivors 
of sexual assault and other 

crimes. Community and 
professional education and 
consultation. All services 

Located in Courthouse, 
Mantorville

Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
635-6266

or call collect 24 hours
289-0636

GOT NEWS?
editordci@
kmtel.com

917

WE BUY ALL METALS!
507-527-2408 • LDRecycling.com

55976 STATE HWY 56, West Concord, MN

Bruce Freerksen
(507)273-9110 
brucewithschaefferoil@gmail.com.
West Concord , MN 

115 Highway 56 N. West Concord 

507-527-2241
www.boeautocenter.com

Steven's
Collison Center

700 7th St. Circle SE . Kasson
507-634-6444 

Mon-Fri. 8 a.m.- 5 p.m

• 24 hour towing
• Free Written Estimates
• All Work Guaranteed

• Complete Paint & Bodywork
• Auto Glass Repairs

• Vinyl Roof & Seat Repairs

ASK THE ASK THE 
MOTOR  MEDICSMOTOR  MEDICS®®

B y Shannon Nords t r om B y Shannon Nords t r om 
and R uss E vansand R uss E vans

Dear Motor Medics,
I have a 2011 GMC Yukon 
with 4-wheel drive and auto 

transmission. For several years I 
have been having issues with the 
4x4 not working. Sometimes it will 
work but other times I get a service 
four-wheel drive message on the 
dash and it will not engage. There 
have also been a couple times 
where I was driving down the road 
and it has switched into 2-wheel 
drive from 4 on its own. When I 
have been to a shop, they cannot 
duplicate the issue so they cannot 
 x it. Are their any things I should 

look for?
Anthony in Reading Pennsylvania

The four-wheel drive systems in these 
vehicles are not deeply complicated 
but if a shop cannot see the issue 
when it is in their shop they will not 
have anywhere to start looking. The 
four-wheel drive uses an electric shift 
motor on the transfer case which is 
also a feedback sensor to the 4x4 
module. If that sensor fails it cannot 
tell where the motor is, and it will act 
like yours. This is just one possibility 
and is quite common. A shop will scan 
the system for codes and if any are 
related to the shift motor and no wiring 
issues are found we often start there. 
Other items like the shift module can 
be problematic or the electronic cou-
pler and its wiring on the front axle. 
These areas should also be checked 
closely for failed parts.

Take care, The Motor Medics

LET THESE SPONSORS KNOW 
YOU APPRECIATE THESE 

COLUMNS! 
FOR ENTERTAINMENT ONLY. 

ALWAYS CONSULT YOUR LOCAL 
SHOP AND FOLLOW ALL SAFETY 
PROCEDURES BEFORE REPAIRS.

Come visit the 
Motor Medic®online at 

underthehoodshow.com

Dear Motor Medics,
I have a 1945 Jeep that was 
a military vehicle. It was a 

US Marines truck used on base 
in the United States and ended up 
with our family when its service 
was done. We have kept it in good 
running shape over the years and 
about  ve years ago it had a frame 
off restoration of everything. The 
engine has about 5k miles on it 
and all the parts were upgraded to 
be compatible with today’s fuels. 
We are moving overseas for a  ve 
year stay due to work and we will be 
storing it in a locked cold storage 
detached garage where it is now 
while the house is being rented. 
What should we do to prepare it 
for storage?

Richard in Kalamazoo Michigan
The  rst thing we do is make sure it is 
in good shape going in which you have 
done. Fill up the fuel tank to prevent 
rust and make sure to add the proper 
amount of fuel stabilizer with rust pro-
tection additive. Change the oil if not 
done already and drive the vehicle for 
over half hour to burn off any moisture 
in the oil then park it. Once cool, fog 
the cylinders with fogging oil and drain 
the carburetor. Disconnect the battery 
put jack stands under the frame to take 
pressure off the springs and tires. We 
also like to seal the exhaust and intake 
to prevent rodents from entering. Ask 
you local shop for more details. 

Take care, The Motor Medics
12/24

 

Must be motivated, friendly, and 
a team player. Half-day Saturday work 
rotation required. Benefits apply.

Pick up an application at Citizens State Bank, 
42 W Main Street Dodge Center, MN. 
For more information call 507-374-6090. 
Citizens State Bank is an EEO employer.  

Dodge Center Branch has 
a full-time teller position opening.

CITIZENS 
STATE
BANK

MISCELLANEOUSWANTED TO BUY MISCELLANEOUS
WANTED: 

ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES 
Running or not. Titled or not. Cash 
in exchange. Sell now while prices 
are high! Call Dan at 612/720-2142

TIMESHARE 
CANCELLATION EXPERTS 

Over $50,000,000 in timeshare debt and 
fees cancelled in 2019. Get free informa-
tional package and learn how to get rid of 
your timeshare! Free consultations. Over 
450 positive reviews. Call 833/619-1117 

AT&T WIRELESS 
Two great new offers! Ask how to get 
the new iPhone 11 or Next Genera-
tion Samsung Galaxy S10e on us with 
AT&T’s Buy one, Give One offer. 
While supplies last! Call 855/332-0464 

DONATE YOUR CAR 
truck or boat to Heritage For The 
Blind. Free 3-day vacation, tax 
deductible, free towing, all paper-
work taken care of 844/220-9501

DIRECTV 
Every live football game, every Sunday 
- anywhere - on your favorite device. 
Restrictions apply. Call IVS 877/350-0094

DISH NETWORK $59.99 
for 190 Channels! Blazing fast internet 
$19.99/mo. (where available.) Switch & 
get a free $100 Visa gift card. Free voice 
remote. Free HD DVR. Free streaming 
on all devices. Call today! 855/562-4309

ENJOY 100% 
GUARANTEED 

delivered to-the-door Omaha Steaks! Get 
4 free Pork Chops and 4 free chicken 
breasts. Order the Omaha Steaks Clas-
sic - only $129.99. Call 844/331-1614
and use code 66762CCP or visit 
w w w. o m a h a s t e a k s . c o m / d i n n e r 9 6

Looking for full time work? 
Benefits? Paid Holidays? 401K? 

Apply online www.qppinc.net

QUALITY PORK PROCESSORS

1st and 2nd processing positions 
available now!

Starting at $1600
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theft report in the 2700 
block of 18th St. SW at 
7:26 a.m.
Hit and Run: At 4:43 
p.m., a hit and run 
accident occurred in the 
700 block of State Ave. 
NW.
Shoplifting: At 6:11 
p.m., a shoplifting 
incident occurred in the 
2100 block of Bridge 
St. W.
Mental Health: Police 
responded to a mental 
health incident in the 
2600 block of Hemlock 
Ave. NE at 7:57 p.m.
Dec. 15
Suspicion: Police 
responded to 
suspicious activity 
in the 3900 block of 
Cabela Dr. NW at 9:13 
a.m.
Hit and Run: At 2:33 
p.m., a hit and run 
accident occurred in the 
1200 block of 21st Ave. 
NW.
Dec. 16
Shoplifting: At 2:36 
p.m., a shoplifting 
incident occurred in the 
400 block of North St. 
W.
Shoplifting: Police 
arrested a subject for 
shoplifting in the 300 
block of Park Dr. NW at 
4:30 p.m.
Suspicion: Police 
responded to 
suspicious activity at 
Main St. E. and Lincoln 
Ave. S. at 7:39 p.m. They 
issued a citation.
Dec. 17
Warrant: Officer made 
a warrant arrest in the 
600 block of Cedar Ave. 
N. at 8:38 a.m.
Arrest: Police assisted 
another agency with 
arresting a subject in 
the 200 block of Phelps 
St. E. at 11:11 a.m.
Fraud: Officer took 
a report of a fraud 
incident in the 300 
block of School St. E. at 
1:10 p.m.
Theft: Police received 
a theft report from the 
3700 block of 9th St. NW 
at 2:40 p.m.

STEELE COUNTY 
SHERIFF

Dec. 11
Criminal Sexual 
Conduct: Deputies 
began an investigation 
of criminal sexual 
conduct in the 4100 
block of 66th St. NW in 
Medford Township at 
7:38 p.m.
Dec. 12
Littering: At 1:04 p.m., 
littering occurred at 28th 
St. SE and Austin Road 
in Owatonna Township.
Dec. 13
DWI: Deputy made a 
DWI arrest at 39th Ave. 
SW and Highway 14 W. 
in Owatonna Township 
at 2:31 a.m.
Domestic: Deputies 
responded to a 
domestic disturbance 
in the 4100 block of 
66th St. NW in Medford 
Township at 9:09 a.m. 
They arrested a subject 
at the scene.
Dec. 15
Warrant: Deputy made 
a warrant arrest at the 
detention center at 7:29 
a.m.
Dec. 16
Restraining Order: At 
1:19 p.m., a restraining 
order violation occurred 
in the 4100 block of 
66th St. NW in Medford 
Township.
Dec. 17
Crash: Deputies 
arrested a subject 
following a motor 
vehicle accident with 
injuries at 76th St. NW 
and 70th Ave. NW in 
Deerfield Township at 
7:26 p.m. 

ARRESTS
Steele County

BLOOMING PRAIRIE 
POLICE

Jwokamer Pele Debock, 
24, arrested at 12:06 
a.m. Dec. 18, DWI, held 
for court.

OWATONNA POLICE
Timothy Isaac Schmidt, 
38, arrested at 1:30 am. 
Dec. 13, DWI, held for 
court.
Jonathan Michael Miller, 

32, arrested at 5:45 
a.m. Dec. 13, felony 
possession of stolen 
property and revoked 
license, held for court.
Shannon Marie Huinker, 
48, arrested at 4:36 
p.m. Dec. 13, domestic 
assault, held for court.

STEELE COUNTY 
SHERIFF

Sirena Tasha Un, 30, 
arrested at 12 p.m. 
Dec. 11, warrant arrest, 
$1,000 bail.
Alexander James 
Anderson, 33, arrested 
at 11:29 a.m. Dec. 
11, felony probation 
violation, held for court.
Matthew Allen Techau, 
42, arrested at 12:52 
p.m. Dec. 11, probation 
violation, held for court.
Christopher Cory Lewis, 
20, arrested at 2:45 a.m. 
Dec. 13, DWI, held for 
court.
Kristin Faye Olson, 
35, arrested at 9:30 
a.m. Dec. 13, domestic 
assault/assault, held for 
court.
Kent Douglas Schmidt, 
54, arrested at 2:13 a.m. 
Dec. 14, DWI, held for 
court.
Brian Deandre Ward-
Dye, 29, arrested at 

2:45 p.m. Dec. 14, 
warrant arrest, held for 
court.
Teriann Powell, 38, 
arrested at 11:17 p.m. 
Dec. 17, warrant arrest, 
$500 bail.

COURT NEWS
Dodge County

The following 
misdemeanors and petty 
misdemeanors were heard 
in Dodge County District 
Court the week of Dec. 
6 – 13:

DODGE COUNTY 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Brad D. Gray, 39, 
Claremont, possession 
of marijuana, stay of 
adjudication, $75, 90 
hours of community 
service and 1 year of 
supervised probation; 
Malcolm D. Lee, 26, 
Dodge Center, revoked 
license, $280; Matthew 
J. Lyman, 47, Mantorville, 
parking violation, $32; 
Siobhan M. McKee, 28, 
Claremont, disorderly 
conduct, stay of 
adjudication, 6 months 
of unsupervised 
probation; Robert 
J. Novotny Jr., 19, 
Hayfield, no insurance 

and speeding, $420; 
Peyton J. Schouwieler, 
20, Dodge Center, theft, 
stay of adjudication, 
$1,000, cognitive skill 
training, 100 hours of 
community service and 
1 year of supervised 
probation; Alan Torres-
Amacende, 28, Dodge 
Center, unnecessary 
noise, $100.

KASSON POLICE 
DEPARTMENT

Joshua R. Chapman, 18, 
Dodge Center, failure 
to obey traffic control 
device, $130; Rick J. 
Gavin, 47, Preston, 
seat belt, $105; Erica P. 
Wilkinson, 28, Kasson, 
parking violation, $32; 
Eleanor L. Wintheiser, 
37, Rochester, parking 
violation, $32.

MN DEPT. OF 
NATURAL RESOURCES

Joshua R. Carstensen, 
41, Mantorville, lend, 
borrow or transfer a 
license tag, $680; Clem 
D. Ross, 59, Claremont, 
loaded firearm violation, 
$180.

MN STATE PATROL 
ROCHESTER

Siati R. Abikar, 43, 

Rochester, speeding 
and no license, $320; 
Ian A. Acuna Alfredo, 43, 
Bryant, AR, speeding, 
$140; Vanessa R. Austin, 
39, Rochester, speeding, 
$220; Carter J. Behnken, 
21, Waltham, speeding 
and suspended license, 
$320; Brandon T. Day, 
46, Oronoco, speeding, 
$120; Rylie N. Ehmke, 
25, Hayfield, speeding, 
$120; Terence S. 
Harrington, 55, Byron, 
DWI, $980, 30 days 
in county jail, Ignition 
Interlock, chemical 
dependency evaluation, 
do not enter liquor 
establishments, no 
alcohol or controlled 
substance use and 2 
years of supervised 
probation; Marcus M. 
Peterson, 27, Kenyon, 
speeding, $120; 
John W. Walbruch, 
72, Mantorville, stop 
sign, $130; Marina C. 
Young, 44, Rochester, 
cancelled license and 
no insurance, $480.

WEST CONCORD 
POLICE DEPARTMENT

Hollie J. Phoenix, 44, 
Rochester, revoked 
license, $280.

NEWS

J & H LIQUORSJ & H LIQUORS

340 E Main Street    Blooming Prairie, MN
57-583-7557
Owners:  Harvey & Nancy Farr

HAPPY HOLIDAYS TO YOU 
& YOUR FAMILY!

HAPPY 2021!
Stock up for the Holidays
Wine – Beer – Liquor
MN Lottery Tickets
Gift Certificates Available

OFF SALE HOURS
Mon. – Fri.     10 a.m. – 10 p.m.
Sat.                   9 a.m. – 10 p.m.
Sun.                  CLOSED

BAR will be closed until the State of Minnesota allows bars to reopen

Massage Therapy
 Gift Certificates 

Available!

www.drchad.org
344 E. Main Street    Blooming Prairie, MN

“Established to serve your health care needs”

CChhaadd  MM..  EEiisscchheennss  
DDooccttoorr  ooff  CChhiirroopprraaccttiicc  

CCeerrttiififieedd  MMeeddiiccaall  EExxaammiinneerr
507-583-2271    866-5DrChad

Prairie Family 
& Sports 

CHIROPRACTIC
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A teen filled with holiday magic
BY RICK BUSSLER

PUBLISHER

He may not be 
dressed as 
Santa Claus, 
but an Owa-

tonna teenager could 
just as well be as he is 
filling his neighborhood 
with holiday magic.

Nolan Baker recalls 
touring a drive-thru 
Christmas light display 
in Hayfield with his 
family when he was 
10-years-old. He was so 
intrigued at the time by 
the “lights dancing to 
music” that he won-
dered what it would be 
like to do something 
like it on his own.

As a seventh grader 
in 2016, Baker put his 
thoughts into action 
to create his very own 
light show synchro-

nized to holiday music 
for his neighborhood. 
And now, four years lat-
er, two of his neighbors 
have joined in the fun 
by letting Baker design 
light shows for them. 
Baker has designed the 
light shows at 401 and 
421 Murray St. and 1014 
Lincoln Ave.

Baker strings corus-
cating lights around his 
property at 421 Murray 
St. Motorists can simply 
drive up and tune their 
radio stations to 87.9 as 
they pass the house to 
enjoy synchronization 
of music and lights.

He began four 
years ago with a single 
song, but this year his 
playlist has grown to 
five holiday favorites: 
“Carol of the Bells,” 
“The Nutcracker Suite,” 
“The Little Drummer 

Boy,” “We Need a Little 
Christmas” and “Here 
Comes Santa Claus.” 
Baker finds that most 
people stay around for 
at least five minutes of 
the 15-minute display.

Baker estimates 
there are about 3,000 
lights while the other 
houses have about 2,000 
each. Most of the lights 
are strands shaped to 
look like other objects, 
including flakes, trees, 
stars and snowmen. He 
takes existing items on 
the property like win-
dows and trees to wrap 
the lights around.

His favorite part of 
the display is at 1014 
Lincoln Ave. where 
there are red archways 
that he built three 
years ago.

The holiday show 
lights up the night 

sky every night from 
Thanksgiving until 
New Year’s Day. The 
show runs from 5-10 
p.m. Sunday through 
Thursday, 5-11 p.m. 
Friday and Saturday 
and 5 p.m.-midnight on 
holiday nights.

Baker says the busi-
est nights are Thursday 
through Saturday. “I 
can usually look out my 
window anytime be-
tween 5 p.m. and 10p.m. 
and see five cars at one 
time just at my house.” 
He estimates at least 400 
vehicles pass by the nor-
mally quiet residential 
area on the busy nights.

The greatest satisfac-
tion Baker gets out of 
doing the holiday show 
is knowing that people 
are having fun watch-
ing it. “The fact that so 
many people are com-

ing and watching it is 
good to know,” he said, 
adding Christmas gives 
him a special reason to 
offer the show.

As a self-professed 
“computer geek,” Baker 
says he enjoys the tech-
nology side of putting to-
gether the holiday show. 
“It’s cool to me that I 
can program something 
and it works,” he said, 
noting he works on the 
programming through-
out the year. Putting 
together a light show 
consists of three parts: 
design, programming 
and set up.

He has inherited 
his love for computer 
programming from his 
father, Rod, who works 
in the IT department at 
Federated Insurance. 
The younger Baker start-
ed developing interest in 

computers when he was 
in sixth grade. “It grows 
over time. It’s a chain 
reaction,” he said of his 
interest with computers.

Asked if he feels 
like “Mr. Christmas” 
with his gift to others, 
Baker modestly replied: 
“Little bit.”

BP native stars in 
first ever mystery 

on Disney Channel
BY RICK BUSSLER

PUBLISHER

Josh Braaten contin-
ues his acting career by 
starring in an upcom-
ing first of its kind for 
Disney Channel.

The Blooming Prai-
rie native will star as 
Ben Campbell in a new 
time-travel mystery 
series, “Secrets of 
Sulphur Springs.” The 
series, which is geared 
toward kids and fami-
lies, premieres Friday, 
Jan. 15 with a special 
one-hour uninterrupted 
programming event 
at 7 p.m. on the Disney 

Channel.
New episodes of the 

series will air Fridays 
from 7-7:30 p.m. begin-
ning Jan. 22.

Set in the fictional 
Louisiana town of 
Sulphur Springs, the 
series follows 12-year-
old Griffin Campbell 
whose world has been 
upended by his father, 
Ben. Ben has moved the 
family from Chicago 
to take ownership of 
an abandoned hotel 
property, the Tremont. 
The family moves into 
the Tremont in hopes of 

STAFF PHOTO BY RICK BUSSLER
A junior in high school, Nolan Baker of Owatonna has created a holiday light show in his neighborhood. The lights are synchronized to holiday music on FM radio stations: 
87.9, 90.9 and 94.7. He has been designing the show since he was in seventh grade. 

OWATONNA 
HOLIDAY 
LIGHT SHOW
421 Murray St.:  
87.9 FM
401 Murray St.:  
90.9 FM
1014 Lincoln Ave.: 
94.7 FM 

Hours: 
Sunday-Thursday: 
5-10 p.m.
Friday & Saturday: 
5-11 p.m.
Holidays: 5-12 p.m.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Blooming Prairie native Josh Braaten stars in a new mystery series that will begin airing in January on the Disney 
Channel. The time-travel mystery series, “Secrets of Sulphur Springs,” follows 12-year-old Griffin Campbell, whose 
family has just uprooted their lives to move to a new town and take ownership of an abandoned hotel in hopes 
of restoring it back to the lively vacation destination it once was. 
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Wishing	you	
and	your	car	

a	safe	Christmas	
and	new	year!

 
Full-service & self-service

 automotive recycler
Late model cars & trucks

12880 SW 72nd Ave., Ellendale, MN 58026
800-358-4902 • 507-684-2100 • www.misgen.com

since
1972

misgen auto parts

classic parts

misgen auto parts

80658 120th St.
 Glenville, MN 56036

507-448-7111
(by appointment)

Your work is important. 

From the early mornings to the weekend 
chores and all the time in between.

No matter the season, no matter the weather, 
you show up.

Because you have to. Because you want to. 
For them.

You do it for your legacy. For your community. 
For your family.

And from our Family to Yours, 
we wish you all a Safe, Healthy, 

and Happy Holiday Season.

Owatonna, MN | 507-451-4054 
Hollandale, MN | 507-889-4221           www.KibbleEq.com

Your Family. Your Future. Our Focus. 
That’s Kibble Equipment.

Thank you for 
shopping local this

holiday season!
8 a.m. to 7 p.m. 7 Days a Week

237 Hwy. Ave. S • Blooming Prairie
507.583.6671

Remodeled home grocery store 
‘more open’ for the holidays

BY ALEX NUEHRING
STAFF WRITER

If they haven’t seen 
it already, the next 
time Blooming Prairie 
community members 
enter Vandal’s Family 
Market, it will look 
quite a bit different.

That’s because the 
family-owned grocery 
store has undergone a 
significant remodel since 
the end of November.

Co-owner Brady 
Holmberg said a team 
of about 28 people 
from SpartanNash, 
Vandal’s main grocery 
distributer, did the 
majority of the remod-
eling throughout the 
week of Monday, Nov. 
30. They tore down 
old shelves and put up 
new ones; shortened 
the aisles and made 
them taller so there’s 
more room at the ends 
of the aisles; and took 
down an old cigarette 
display, which made 
the sightlines around 
the tills more open so 
staff can see custom-
ers come in and greet 
them.

“The whole store is 
more open so customers 
can move around a lot 
easier,” he said.

Holmberg said that 
this reset was much 
more extensive than 
when SpartanNash’s 
staff has come by in the 
past and took months of 
planning.

“A normal reset 
gives us a better idea 
of what products are 
selling and move a few 
things around, but this 
type of reset is pretty 
rare,” said Holmberg. 
“Replacing the shelves 
was going above and 
beyond.”

He added that re-
placing the shelves and 
shortening the aisles 
took just one week 
thanks to such a large 
team coming in to make 
it happen.

The following week, 
Holmberg worked on 
striping and waxing the 
floors and last week he’s 
was working on adding 
new tiles and some 
clean-up.

“There’s a lot of 
clean up and adding 
in new products over 

the next couple weeks 
to give our customers 
much more selection,” 
he said. “Adding about 
700 new products to a 
store this size is pretty 
crazy.”

The influx of new 
products benefits cus-
tomers and the store.

“More variety brings 
less chance that all of a 
specific product will be 
out of stock and prod-
ucts that aren’t selling 
well will be replaced 
by products that are 
selling well,” he said.

Holmberg said that 
the addition of new 
products and clean-up 
is winding down now 
and should be complete-
ly finished soon.

“It will definitely all 
be done by the end of 
the year,” he said.

Holmberg said cus-
tomer’s reactions to the 
changes have been very 
positive.

“People are thrilled 
about the added selec-
tion and the layout now 
that there’s more open 
floor space,” he said.

He added that the 
layout may take some to 

get used to, but it makes 
a lot more sense. For 
example, the peanut 
butter is now next to the 
jelly and bread and the 
salad dressing has been 
moved in front of the 
produce case.

Given all of the posi-
tives, Holmberg said that 
making this move was a 
pretty easy decision.

“We’re always trying 
to move forward and give 
the community a better 
grocery store,” he said.

He added that Van-
dal’s will stick with 
its COVID-19 business 
hours, 8 a.m. to 7 p.m., 
especially since a lot of 
their staff are teenag-
ers and they have to be 
done working by 7 on 
school nights.

Despite the pandemic 
causing some people to 
shop less frequently, he 
reported that sales have 
been good this year, but 
expenses have also going 
up so he’s doesn’t know 
yet if it’s been a net gain.

Even though there 
may or may not be a net 
gain at the end of the 
year, he and the rest 
of the staff at Vandal’s 

Family Market know 
how the community ap-
preciates them, especial-
ly during the pandemic.

“It’s been great, 
people are literally 

thanking us everyday 
for what we’re doing,” 
he said. “When you 
work so hard, it’s great 
to have the appreciation 
of the community.”

STAFF PHOTO BY SHERRIE PECHAN
Vandal's owners Brady and Brandy Holmberg are 
excited about some recent changes they have made to 
their grocery store in Blooming Prairie. The Holmbergs 
operate the store with her brother, Waco. 
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Keeping  
the faith

Typically, I 
do not talk a lot 
about faith often. 
The faith journey 
is and always has 
been a personal 
one. However, I 
have been using 
the phrase “it’s 
about keeping 
the faith.” In 
realizing this, 
I had to pause 
and ask myself 
“why?” Why suddenly am I saying to people 
“keep the faith.” What does is mean to keep 
the faith? Continue to believe in, trust in, or 
support someone or something when times 
are difficult.

So many people are struggling right now 
and over the past months it seems to be easi-
er to point fingers, and to complain about the 
things that are out of our control. We are get-
ting angrier and less settled, it has become 
easier to talk about how things are affecting 
us as individuals and not how they affect the 
community as a whole. We are becoming a 
ME, MY, I society. This is what is prompting 
my response.

Tis’ the season to give thanks, and a 
perfect opportunity for us to reflect on what 
is truly important. A perfect time for us be 
thankful for all that we have, and to set aside 
the worries of all that we don’t have.

Did you know that practicing gratitude 
uses the same part of the brain that churns 
out negative emotions like anxiousness and 
fear? 2020 has challenged us like nothing else 
we have experienced, we could all use less 
anxiety and more cheer.

As 2021 arrives, I will strive to share this 
gratitude in my daily interactions with all 
that I encounter. What does that look like? 
I will practice “Gratitude 1-2-3” coined by 
Emiliana Simon-Thomas, Ph.D., science 
director at UC Berkeley’s Great Good Science 
Center.

? Be specific about what you’re saying 
thank you for. To get the most out of a thank-
you, begin by saying specifically what you 
are thanking the other person for, “Thank 
you for helping me with my groceries.”

· Acknowledge the effort involved. “I know 
you are busy, thanks for taking the time to help 
me.” By doing this we make the other person 
feel understood and validated.

? Describe how it benefits you. “Your gen-
erosity has given me the extra touch that was 
needed for my holiday season to be a happy 
one.“

It won’t take as long as you think. Grati-
tude 1-2-3 may sound like it takes up a lot of 
time, but it doesn’t. “If you start practicing 
it, you can get through it in 15 or 16 sec-
onds,” Simon-Thomas said.

I hope that each of you have a Happy 
Holiday and that we can ring in 2021 with 
gratitude and faith.

Stephanie Kibler lives in Ellendale and 
serves on the city council. She is also the 
executive director of the Freeborn County 
Historical Museum in Albert Lea. Steele 
Talkin’ is a regular column featuring au-
thors representing various organizations 
throughout Steele County.

The final clue has 
been revealed

Becky Noble of 
the Blooming Prairie 
Chamber of Com-
merce has revealed 
the final clue for this 
year’s Medallion hunt 
in Blooming Prairie.

Snow or no snow, 
the medallion will be 
found.

This week’s clue:
The past three 

clues have helped 
plant the seed

to make finding the medallion a reality
The excitement is growing by now you 

should be knowing!
The previous clues:
No. 1: It’s that time of year
The colors of Christmas now appear
The Medallion Hunt will give you cheer.
No. 2: As you hunt it will become clear
A medallion is very near
Open your minds and wherever you go
Don’t forget to look high and low.
No. 3: Head east or west
Which is the best
The main idea is to find the treasure
Then home you go
For tell and show.
A reminder that the person who finds the 

medallion should stop by the Steele County 
Times office at 411 E. Main St. to claim a 
couple prizes.

Don’t let Mother Nature’s snowless efforts 
discourage you from tracking down the 
medallion.

Diabetes Coin War
NRHEG elementary school raises $3K for diabetes research

BY DEB FLEMMING
NEWS EDITOR

Fifth-grade teacher 
Olivia Erickson knows 
first-hand what it’s like 
to have type 1 diabetes. 
She was diagnosed with 
the autoimmune disorder 
nearly 14 years ago, when 
she was in fourth grade.

She said her class-
mates had a hard time 
understanding her diag-
nosis and struggled with 
being inclusive.

“They were concerned 
I was contagious,” Er-
ickson said. “That was 
really hurtful.

“I didn’t do anything 
wrong. I couldn’t have 
prevented this.”

Erickson was the only 
student with diabetes in 
her middle school and 
one of the students she is 
currently teaching was 
diagnosed with type 1 
diabetes two-and-a-half 
years ago.

“I wanted students 
and staff to know, it’s not 
something to be scared 
of,” said Erickson, who 
spearheaded the school’s 
“Diabetes Coin War” 
fundraiser to raise aware-
ness about diabetes.

More than 200,000 
children in the United 
States have diabetes.

Most suffer from type 
1 diabetes – like Erickson 
and her student – which 
means their bodies don’t 
produce insulin. They 
need to take insulin as 
a shot or through an 
insulin pump to keep 
their blood sugar in the 
healthy range. Those 
with type 2 diabetes 
produce insulin, but 
they either have too little 
insulin or the insulin 
doesn’t work well.

Each day during the 
awareness campaign, 

when the students were 
attending school in the 
Hybrid model, staff an-
swered questions from 
students and read facts 
about diabetes over the 

loudspeaker.
During one of the 

question-answer session, 
Olivia Wilkenson, the 
fifth grader with diabe-
tes, got a chance to speak 
to her fellow students 
over the loudspeaker.

“Diabetes is a disease 
that you can not get rid 
of,” she said. “If you get 
it, it will stay with you 
your whole life. It stinks, 
but at least they have 
made insulin pumps.”

In addition to the 
daily facts, students and 
staff participated in sev-
eral activities through-
out the month including 
dressing in blue on 

Thursdays and Fridays, 
crazy hair or hat day, 
a Walk for Diabetes in 
phy-ed class, along with 
a grade level coin war 
that raised $2,639.70.

Staff activities raised 
another $125 and an 
additional donation of 
$235.30 put the total 
raised for the Juvenile 
Diabetes Research Foun-
dation at $3,000.

A pizza party will be 
provided to the second and 
fifth grade classes. They 
raised $926.71 and $924.72 
respectively. The rest of 
the grades will be getting 
participation popcorn, 
once school resumes.

Medford sacks cancer in an effort 
to help one of its own

BY RICK BUSSLER
PUBLISHER

Just in time for the 
holidays, the Medford Ti-
ger Touchdown Club has 
a heartwarming story 
to share about helping a 
family in need.

Sacking cancer and 
helping one of their own 
have been foremost on 
the minds of Medford 
area residents over the 
past few months.

In the end, the TTC 
reached out to Calab Sven-
by in a big way. Medford 
football players present-
ed him with a check of 
$15,393 over the weekend.

“It is an incredible 
amount for our town 
to pull together,” TTC 
wrote on Facebook. 
“A huge thank you to 
everyone that donated 
and helped along the 
way. Calab, Val and Cici 
were blown away by the 
support of so many.”

Of the money raised, 
$7,559 was donated 
at drop off locations 
around Medford, $4,280 
came from virtual bingo 
through Owatonna Live, 
the elementary school 
raised $2,420 and a fund-
raiser from the Hat Chic 
collected $1,134.

Svenby, 30, has 

been battling stage IV 
colorectal cancer, the 
second-most common 
cause of cancer death 
in the U.S., for the past 
year. He has been in and 
out of the hospital for 
much of the year.

He just recently com-
pleted his last round of 
chemotherapy.

Svenby graduated 
from Medford in 2009. 
During his high school 
days, Svenby was active 
in football, wrestling 
and baseball. His 
brother, Ty, has credited 
Calab’s tenacity with 
football in helping him 
through this crisis.

In a Facebook post-
ing, TTC wrote: “To 
Calab, this battle has 
been life changing. You 
have taken it in stride. 
You show us all we need 
to be thankful for what 
we have and to fight for 
what we want. May you 
continue to battle strong 
against cancer and have 
many brighter days 
ahead of you.”

The club isn’t quite 
done yet with helping 
Svenby. It is planning 
a raffle at the Medford 
Muni once it opens back 
up. More details will be 
released when they are 
available.

Steele Talkin’
STEPHANIE KIBLER

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Olivia Wilkenson, a fifth grader at New Richland-Hartland-Ellendale-Geneva 
Elementary School, shared what it is like to have type 1 diabetes with fellow students 
and encouraged them to donate their coins to diabetes research during Diabetes 
Awareness Month in November. The students and staff raised $3,000 in their Diabetes 
Coin War for the Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation.

Olivia Erickson

FILE PHOTO
Calab Svenby along with his wife, Val, and daugther, Cici, enjoy a football game in Medford in early November. The 
community rallied behind Calab in an extraordinary way by providing him with a check of more than $15,000 from 
various fundraisers.
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restoring it to the lively 
vacation destination it 
once was.

On the first day at his 
new school, Griffin hears 
rumors that the hotel is 
haunted by the ghost of 
Savannah, a girl who dis-
appeared decades ago. He 
soon meets and befriends 
Harper, a thrill-seeking 
classmate, and soon they 
discover a secret portal 
that allows them to travel 
back in time and uncov-
er clues about the town 
mystery.

People will want to 
watch all 11 episodes of 
the series, said Braaten, 
who graduated from 
Blooming Prairie in 
1995, during an inter-
view with the Times 
last week. “They are 
awesome cliffhanger 
episodes.”

“It’s such a well-writ-
ten, well-produced 

and a really grounded 
series.”

The new, mystery 
series made Braaten 
think about all the cool 
mystery shows like 
“Back to the Future” 
that he watched as a 
child while growing 
up outside of Bloom-
ing Prairie during 
the 1980s. “I have so 
many cool memories of 
watching those shows,” 
he said.

As the lead actor in 
the new series, Braaten 
said he is excited to be 
a part of something 
where more is unrav-
eled during each epi-
sode. He said a “secret 
or two” will be revealed 
about him as the father 
in the series.

“It’s a family mystery 
show,” Braaten said. 
“People of all ages will 
find it entertaining and 

mildly spooky. It makes 
you feel like a kid on 
Halloween.”

A large part of the 
series was filmed in an 
“awesome old house 
next to a swamp outside 
New Orleans,” said 
Braaten, adding that 
the filming reminded 
him of his childhood 
back home. “I feel like 
I’m 12-years-old and get-
ting ready to fish at the 
Cedar River,” he said.

Braaten said the 
series is “a return to 
programming for the 
entire family.” He said 
there is a little some-
thing for everybody in 
the series.

After graduating 
from Winona State Uni-
versity with a degree in 
theatre, Braaten went 
to the Chicago area for 
one year. He soon got 
hooked up with some-

one from Hollywood 
and has since enjoyed a 
20-year career acting in 
movies and TV shows.

He is perhaps best 
known for his lead 
role in the sci-fi period 
drama “Horizon” and 
his recurring role on 
FX’s “American Horror 
Story.”

“I went from nobody 
to being on TV. It was 
a whirlwind,” Braaten 
said, adding he has 
been in nearly 50 shows 
during his career.

He said he remem-
bers his first acting role 
during the Great Pump-
kin play in elementary 
school in Blooming 
Prairie. He eventual-
ly went on to star in 
the lead role during 
his senior year in the 
musical Tintypes under 
the direction of Frank 
Vorlicek.

Braaten said he 
was a “shy but artistic 
kid” in school and he 
credits Vorlicek and 
others for getting him 
out of his comfort zone 
during high school. 
“For whatever reason 
he saw something in 
me,” Braaten said of 
Vorlicek. “He had such 
an artistic approach to 
everything he did.”

Asked when he fell 
in love with acting, 
Braaten shared about 
how he watched Batman 
on TV with his grandpa. 
“I remember telling my 
grandpa that I want to 
be him (referencing the 
guy in the suit),” he said. 
His grandpa replied, 
“Oh, you want to be an 
actor.” Braaten admits 
he didn’t think it would 
be a realistic career 
path at the time.

“I have been lucky 

enough to find what I’m 
good at,” Braaten said. 
“It’s a gift I have been 
given. It’s important 
that I work hard at it 
and do my best to share 
it with people.”

Braaten added he 
has come to terms with 
the realization that no 
doesn’t really mean no. 
It just means he may 
not be able to do some-
thing at that moment, 
referencing the more 
than 1,500 auditions 
he has done for parts 
during his career.

He said the most fun 
gig he’s had so far in his 
career was American 
Horror Story, a 1970s 
spoof about a semi-pro 
basketball team. “I got 
to relive my Blooming 
Prairie High School 
glory days of basketball 
with short shorts and 
big hair,” Braaten said.

Teacher shares special bond outside of the classroom
Big Brothers searches for mentors to be paired with kids

BY RICK BUSSLER
PUBLISHER

Lynn Peterson can’t 
seem to get enough of 
children.

By day, she teach-
es 18 first graders at 
St. Mary’s School in 
Owatonna where she 
has been for the past 24 
years. She is the mother 
to two, adult children 
who are in college or just 
finished college. And to 
top it off, she just recent-
ly began devoting time 
to a girl through the 
Big Brothers Big Sisters 
(BBBS) organization.

Peterson is actu-
ally following in the 
footsteps of her own 
sons, Brett and Evan, 
who while they were 
in high school, volun-
teered to be “bigs” for 
“littles” through the 
same organization. In 
the case of Brett and 
Evan, they were “bigs” 
at different times for the 
same child, something 
that isn’t very common 
for BBBS, Peterson said. 
She admits the inter-
action they had with 
the child inspired her 
to want to get involved 
with BBBS. “I saw the 
impact they had on that 

child’s life,” she said.
“I love kids,” Peter-

son said. “I’m with kids 
all the time,” she said, 
adding BBBS gives her 
another opportunity to 
have a great relation-
ship with another child.

She reached out to 
BBBS this fall wishing 
to be matched with a 
child. After interview-
ing with the organi-
zation and waiting a 
couple months, Peter-
son was matched with 
Paige, a fifth grader 
from Owatonna. When 
BBBS provided her 
with details about 
Paige, Peterson said, “It 
immediately sounded 
like a good fit. She just 
sounded like a great 
little girl.”

Peterson is thrilled to 
be coming into Paige’s 
life this holiday season 
and beyond because 
Paige had been waiting 
for a match for quite 
some time. Peterson 
said she felt an immedi-
ate connection to Paige.

Paige and Peterson 
share many similar 
interests, according to 
Peterson. Among them 
are going to parks, a 
passion for drawing 
and a love for singing. 

Peterson admits that 
she doesn’t really have 
a talent for singing, but 
she loves to listen to 
Paige sing. “When we 
are at the park, she will 
burst out into song,” 
Peterson said.

While COVID-19 has 
curtailed many events 
this year, one activ-
ity they were able to 
enjoy was a Halloween 
outdoor event by West 
Hills. The event fea-
tured horseback riding, 
wagon rides and S’mo-
res. “We got to spend 
some time together. It 
was our favorite event 
so far,” said Peterson.

During normal 
times, “bigs” and “lit-
tles” are encouraged 
to get together at least 
twice a month. How-
ever, that has not been 
possible because of the 
pandemic.

Paige recently 
received a cell phone so 
she is able to communi-
cate with Peterson by 
calling or texting. “She 
prefers texting over 
talking on the phone,” 
Peterson said.

Peterson said Paige, 
who lives with a grand-
parent, has experienced 
“a rough road” already 

in her young life. Peter-
son expects the impact 
of their relationship to 
be huge. “I hope to be a 
permanent part of her 
story, make a difference 
and show stability to 
her,” she said.

BBBS requires a 
commitment of at least 
one year. But Peterson 
is already planning for 
the long haul. “I hope to 
be in her life for a long 
time,” she said. “She has 
become really important 
to me. I can’t imagine 
not being a part of her 
life,” she added.

There are currently 
other children waiting 
to be matched with teens 
or adults. For more 
information, contact 
BBBS at 507-414-0308 or 
visit www.bbbsofsouth-
ernmn.org/beabig.

Peterson recom-
mends other people get 
involved with BBBS.

“You can make a 
difference in someone 
else’s life and have your 
life changed as well,” 
she said. “The impact 
it has on your own 
life is unbelievable. It 
can make you a better 
person just by giving 
someone else time and a 
chance.”

Santa visit just one 
of many events for 

Medford Civic Club
BY DEB FLEMMING

NEWS EDITOR

In-mid March, the 
Minnesota Depart-
ment of Health urged 
swift action to limit the 
spread of the COVID-19 
and to reduce its impact 
on communities and the 
state’s health care sys-
tem. Recommendations 
included canceling 
events with more than 
250 people. At the time 
there were a total of 14 
cases of travel-associat-
ed COVID-19 cases con-
firmed in Minnesota.

About two weeks 
later, Medford Civic Club 
President Erin Sammon 
announced the cancel-
lation of Straight River 
Days, the club’s largest 
event of the year. In do-
ing so, she said, the club 
would try to hold some of 
the activities planned for 
the celebration during 
the summer and fall.

“We still wanted to 
be able to do things,” 
said Sammon, adding 
that anything the club 
did would have to be 
safe and appropriate 

given COVID-19.
One of the club’s 

first activities during 
the pandemic was a 
sidewalk chalk design 
contest.

In July, the club held 
its Explore Medford 
Selfie Scavenger Hunt, 
an event that kicked off 
the Straight River Days 
celebration the previous 
year. Participants took 
selfies at each of nine 
pre-determined loca-
tions and posted their 
pictures on Medford 
Civic Club’s Facebook 
event page for a chance 
to win prizes.

For the holidays, 
the club partnered 
with the Medford Fire 
Department in hopes of 
putting smiles on faces 
of area youth. The two 
groups hosted Santa 
for a socially distanced 
drive-thru visit.

Santa’s annual visit 
normally would have 
taken place inside the 
fire hall. But COVID-19 
restrictions forced the 
event outside. Past 
activities have included 
decorating cookies, 

playing games or draw-
ing pictures to send to 
the troops.

The club also added 
a new event this holiday 
season: The Medford 
Griswold Holiday Light 
Challenge. Participants 
of the holiday light 
display contest sub-
mitted the address of 
their light displays and 
civic club members took 
pictures of the displays 
and posted them on 
Facebook to allow area 
residents to vote for 
their favorites. Winners 

will be announced on 
Christmas Day.

Next year, Sam-
mon said, she’s hoping 
the club can partner 
with Trinity Lutheran 
Church to tie the club’s 
holiday light contest with 
the church’s Christmas 
Light Scavenger Hunt.

With more than 20 
members, Sammon 
said, the Medford 
Civic Club works to 
host events that appeal 
to all age groups and 
cost little or nothing to 
attend.

“We have a great 
group,” said Sammon, 
adding that a couple of 
members don’t even live 
in town. “We all take 
turns at events. We have 
planners and we have 
our support people.”

Events, and all that 
go with them, are get-
ting easier and easier 
for us, said Sammon. 
That will come in 
handy next year.

June will be the 50th 
anniversary of Medford 
Civic Club and Straight 
River Days. Sammon 

said she’s hoping next 
year’s celebration will be 
the biggest and best yet.

Many of the current 
club members were 
very young – or not 
even born – in 1971 
when the Medford Civic 
Club and the commu-
nity celebrated the first 
Straight River Days.

“We know how much 
fun we had as kids,” 
said Sammon.

For more information 
about joining the Med-
ford Civic Club, visit the 
club’s Facebook page.

BP NATIVE STARS: in first ever mystery on Disney Channel  FROM B1

SUBMITTED PHOTO
With wide smiles, St. Mary’s first grade teacher Lynn 
Peterson shares a special moment with Paige, a fifth 
grade, earlier this fall. Peterson has been matched 
with Paige through the Big Brothers Big Sisters 
organization, a program that aims to bring teenagers 
and adults closer to children who need companionship 
in their lives.

STAFF PHOTO BY DEB FLEMMING
Medford Civic Club elves gave Santa a hand during his recent socially distanced drive-thru visit to Medford. The 
elves directed traffic and handed out goody bags to more than 100 youngsters. Pictured, from left to right, are 
Tanya Miller, Santa, Jenny Jones, Alyse MIller and Mia Amberg.
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‘It’s the essence of Carolers  
to sing for as many people as you can’

BY DEB FLEMMING
NEWS EDITOR

Laura Gebur ad-
mired the Owatonna 
High School Carolers 
for years. So it was no 
surprise when she audi-
tioned for the group her 
sophomore year.

“I had seen the Carol-
ers perform every single 
year since kindergar-
ten, said Gebur. “I was 
inspired by how happy 
they made people and the 
joy they brought people.”

As a Caroler during 
her sophomore and 
junior years, there were 
lots of rehearsals and 
holiday performances 
– after school into the 
evenings, on Saturdays 
and even a couple of 
Sundays.

What she could never 
have imagined as an 
awe-struck youngster 
who enjoyed listening 
to the Carolers was 
the deadly virus called 
coronavirus. COVID-19 
restrictions put a halt 
to all of the Carolers’ 
public appearances this 
year. The group wasn’t 
allowed to sing in the 
schools, in the down-
town stores or at the 
nursing homes.

“It’s sad,” said Geb-
ur, one of the student 
directors of the Carol-
ers this year. “It’s the 
essence of Carolers to 
sing for as many people 
as you can.”

Instead, they prac-
ticed and practiced – to 
perform only one con-
cert, a live-stream video 

concert aired through 
the internet by Owaton-
na Live.

“We just barely got 
the video done before 
we were shut down,” 
said Chris Harris, choir 
director at Owatonna 
High School for the past 
18 years.

“As disappointing as 
everyone may be about 
this, the kids did get 
some semblance of an 
experience,” said Har-
ris. “To me, that was the 
important thing.”

Gebur agreed. “I’m 
just grateful that we got 
to do anything.”

When students were 
attending school in-per-
son, Harris said, the 
Carolers were able to re-
hearse together because 
the choir room was 

large enough to accom-
modate the appropriate 
social distancing. Live 
performances would 
have been another mat-
ter altogether.

Harris said the en-
semble would have need-
ed a 60-by-30-foot space 
to perform in social ven-
ues and maintain proper 
social distancing.

“We wouldn’t have 
been able to fit into ven-
ues,” said Harris. “And, 
even outside, it takes a 
lot of space.”

As the senior director 
of the Carolers, Gebur 
said, she helped choose 
the songs, pick the order, 
run rehearsals and 
maintained a group chat 
that allowed the Car-
olers to communicate 
with one another. The 

junior director of this 
year’s Carolers was Liz 
Granowski.

For the concert, the 
ensemble sang about 
half of the songs in its 
repertoire. “I missed out 
on some of my favor-
ites,“ she said.

Of all the things she 
missed doing with the 
Carolers this year, Geb-
ur said, it was singing at 
the various churches in 
town. The acoustics in 
the churches – especial-
ly with more traditional 
holiday songs like Silent 
Night or What Child is 
This? – are amazing, she 
said.

Gebur, who is think-
ing about attending St. 
Thomas College in St. 
Paul to major In social 
work next year, said 

she’ll never forget her 
time with Carolers.

“It’s definitely my 
favorite high school 
experience – bringing 
joy and happiness to 
others,” she said. “It’s 
a bonding experience, 
too. I made a lot of good 
friends.”

Harris fully expects 
the Carolers to be back 
next year, with a full 
schedule of public ap-
pearances.

Tryouts will be held 
in October, he said.

Early donors 
hope others 

will contribute
BY DEB FLEMMING

NEWS EDITOR

Unlike so many other 
things associated with 
the holiday season, the 
new lights that cascade 
from the trees in Central 
Park and snowflakes 
that don the lampposts 
and band shell didn’t just 
magically appear.

Two years ago the 
Owatonna’s Holiday 
Lights Committee, spear-
headed by Cindy Stelter, 
owner of Central Park 
Framing and Finds, 
kicked off a fundraising 
effort to replace the city’s 
40-year-old decorations.

The first of the new 
lights were unveiled just 
before Thanksgiving 
during a virtual lighting 
ceremony held in Cen-
tral Park.

“We’re excited,” said 
Stelter, pointing to 100 
new strings of white 
lights cascading from the 
trees and new presiden-
tial snowflakes. “It looks 
great.”

And there’s more to 
do – not just in the park 
itself, but throughout 
the downtown area, said 
Stelter and Tom Brick, 
owner of Owatonna Shoe 
who is also a member 
of the Holiday Light’s 
committee.

Brick got the idea of 
cascading the lights on 
the trees during a trip 
he and his wife took to 
Vienna last December.

“It was magical,” he 
said, explaining that 
the lights in Vienna get 
pinned to the top of trees 
and hang loose.

Installation and 
take down are much 

easier and he said, the 
lights should last longer 
because they don’t get as 
tangled up in the trees.

The price tag of 
purchasing new lights 
and snowflakes for the 
entire downtown area is 
estimated to be between 
$200,000 and $250,000.

And like the lights 
and decorations them-
selves, the needed funds 
to purchase them won’t 
magically appear either.

“I plan to go door 
knocking,” said Brick. 
“We just need to have 
new Christmas lights 
next fall.”

Earlier donors to the 
Holiday Lights Fund 
agree.

“Central Park is a 
community treasure,” 
said donor Sharon West, 
adding that she wants to 
see even more light – in 
the park and throughout 
downtown.

Caring on a family 
tradition of civic pride 
and community involve-
ment, West said the 
burden of paying for the 
lights shouldn’t be put on 
the business community.

“Let’s decorate; let’s 
celebrate,” said West, 
adding that the entire 
community benefits from 
a beautiful light display.

West’s father, Steve 
Pfiel, owned Pfiel Cedar 
Street Variety in down-
town Owatonna when 
she was growing up. He 
was the first president 
of the Chamber in 1946 
and she said he started 
the Community Chest in 
Owatonna.

“He not only promoted 
his store,” she said. “He 
promoted Owatonna.”

Since retiring from 
her position as human 
resource manager of 
Truth in 2000, West has 
remained active in the 
community. She is an 
Emeritus Chamber Am-
bassador and currently 
serves on three commit-
tees of Steele County His-
torical Society, the city’s 
Airport Commission, the 
Owatonna Foundation 
Board of Trustees.

West said she’s 
confident Owatonna can 
have a beautiful holiday 
light display, if the entire 
community pitches in to 
pay for it.

“I would just like to 
see lots of people who 
love Owatonna and the 
holidays step up and 
support the holiday light-
ing effort,” said Judy 
Meister, another earlier 
contributor to the fund.

Meister approached 
the Chamber about do-
nating to the fund after 
reading in a Chamber 
newsletter that the old 
decorations were on 
their last leg.

“Central Park is such 
an integral part of Owa-
tonna,” she said. “We 
need to provide for the 
generations to come.”

“My donation helped 
purchase the first two 
big snowflakes,” said 
Meister who has lived in 

Owatonna for 48 years.
When she first saw 

the lighted snowflakes 
on the lampposts, she 
said she thought to her-
self: “That’s pretty cool 
and I’m glad I did it.”

She wants others to 
feel that way too. “If they 
make a contribution, 
they could drive by and 
say I was a part of that.”

Professionally, 
Meister worked for 24 
years as controller for A 
J Lysne Contracting and 
10 years as controller of 
Express Employment 
Professionals of Owaton-
na for Betsy Lindgren.

Now retired, Meister’s 
list of civic activities is 
also extensive.

She’s currently pres-
ident of her townhome 
board and is a member 
of the Woman’s Club of 
Owatonna.

She served on the 

Owatonna City Council 
from 1997-2001, as pres-
ident the last 2 years of 
her term. She also served 
on the city’s Economic 
Development Authority 
and the United Way 
Board. She is a past mem-
ber of the United Prairie 
Bank Advisory Board 
and has done volunteer 
financial work for the 
Owatonna Foundation. A 
longtime member of the 
Exchange Club of Owa-
tonna, Meister is a past 
president and chaired 
the Book of Golden Deeds 
committee for 10 years.

Federated Insurance, 
located across from 

Central Park, also has 
donated to the fund.

“Federated is ecstatic 
to be involved with this,” 
said Mike Kerr, who was 
recently appointed the 
organization’s president 
and chief executive 
officer.

When you think about 
this time of year, there is 
a whole lot to be thank-
ful for, Kerr said at the 
lighting ceremony.

“A lot of businesses 
are saying we are in this 
together and we really 
are in this together,” he 
said, adding that this is 
a great time to support 
each other.
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SUBMITTED PHOTO
Central Park in downtown Owatonna is all decked our for the holiday season thanks in part to the hard work and 
financial donations of some key players. 

HOLIDAY LIGHTS FUND
Donations can be mailed:

	 Owatonna Chamber Foundation
	 320 Hoffman Dr.
	 Owatonna, MN 55060

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Laura Gebur, directs the Owatonna High School Carolers in a song during the ensemble’s only concert this year – a live-stream video concert aired by Owatonna Live. To 
watch the concert, visit www.owatonnalive.com.

Laura Gebur

Judy Meister Sharon West
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We wish you a  
Merry Christmas...

...AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR!

2250 Austin Road
Owatonna, MN 55060

Phone: (507) 451-3131
northlandfarmsystems.com

Sp    inc.

BEEDE APARTMENTS
507-583-2246

Herman & Karen Beede

mainstreetdentalclinics.com

BLOOMING PRAIRIE
OWATONNA • NEW RICHLAND

B2 | WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 2019

We can all 
help prevent suicide!

It’s time to raise awareness of suicide prevention during September, National Suicide Prevention Month.

Why care?

1 in 5 adults will experience mental illness 
this year. Show how you care about mental 
health!

Here are a few warning signs of suicide:

- Increased alcohol and drug use
- Aggressive behavior
- Withdrawal from friends and family
- Dramatic mood swings
- Impulsive or reckless behavior

Communities are helping!
Jacob’s Run recently attracted motorcyclists from all over the region to draw 

attention to suicide prevention. The goal of Open Arms Yellow Ribbon is to prevent 
suicide that typically takes place once every 16 minutes through public awareness.

If you or someone you know is in an emergency, 
call The National Suicide Prevention Lifeline at 

800-273-TALK (8255) or call 911 immediately.
Suicide is not the answer. There is hope!

This message sponsored by these businesses looking to keep communities healthy:

FIND MORE IN THE

more
REWARDS
MOBILE APP

MORE 
REBATES

DIGITAL
SHOPPING
LISTS

SCHOOL
REWARDS CLIPLESS 

COUPONS
WEEKLY
AD FLIER

SALE
ALERTS

REWARD 
BALANCES

DIGITAL
OFFERS

Download today at
moreRewards.com

496 W N St. Owatonna • 507-451-8440

NEW

NEW

NEW

Rod & Tess Koster, Owners
507-583-2018

Hwy. 218 • Blooming Prairie

www.kosterscarkorner.com

ALL VEHICLES UNDER BOOK

classic parts

misgen auto parts

80658 120th St. | Glenville, MN 56036
507-448-7111 (by appointment)

12880 SW 72nd Ave., Ellendale, MN 58026 
800-358-4902 • 507-684-2100 • www.misgen.com

since
1972

misgen auto parts

Full-service & self-service automotive recycler
Late model cars & trucksJK Routh  

Contracting, LLC
Ellendale, MN

Jesse Routh
507-383-7892 Building Contractor License # 20396072

NEW RICHLAND
AUTO REPAIR
The auto repair shop you can trust

New Richland Auto Repair LLC • 246 Third Street NE • New Richland

507-463-3261 • www.nrautorepair.com
“For all your auto repair needs.”

Open Your Arms To  
Suicide Prevention
Jacob’s Run attracted motorcyclists from all over the area this 
past weekend to draw attention to suicide prevention during 
National Suicide Prevention Week. The goals of Open Arms 
Yellow Ribbon are to raise public awareness and prevent 
suicide that typically takes place every 16 minutes.

Always remember:
“It’s Ok to ask 

for help!”
 ~ Robert Sikel 

Jacob’s Run Organizer

National Suicide Prevention Lifeline
The Lifeline provides 24/7, free and  

confidential support for people in distress, 
prevention and crisis resources.

1-800-273-8255

Don’t allow 
your loved one 

to be next!

This lifesaving message sponsored by these community focused businesses:

Blooming Prairie
583-6641

DEMING 
HOME INSPECTIONS

Wishing you  
peace and joy!
Wishing you  

peace and joy!

Lerberg’s Fitness Center
118 W 5th Ave | Ellendale  | (507) 684-2471

Pump Up the Cheer!
May the joy 
of this holiday 
season lift your 
spirits and 
fill you with 
happiness!

New Richland Auto Repair LLC • 246 Third Street NE • New Richland

(507) 463 - 3261 • www.nrautorepair.com

NEW RICHLAND 
AUTO REPAIR

The auto repair shop you can trust

Merry 
Christmas!          

Happy  Happy  
Holidays!Holidays!

Blessings in the 
New Year.

Blessings in the 
New Year!

256•4712
Geneva, MN24 hour service for all your

plumbing & heating needs

We’ll treat your home as
if it were our own.

RegisteredShowroom

• Quality plumbing & heating products for your remodeling 
 or new home construction.
• Serving our area for over 40 years. 
• We’ll treat your home as if it were our own.

256-4712
Geneva

Registered 
Showroom

SeasonsSeasons
Greetings!Greetings!

WarmestWarmest
Wishes!Wishes!

MMaayy  tthhee  CChhrriissttmmaass
sseeaassoonn  sshhoowweerr  yyoouu  wwiitthh  

mmaannyy  bblleessssiinnggss!!

JOY  
to YOU and  

your families!

JOY  
to YOU and  

your families!

PPeace,eace,
love & joy!love & joy!

MerryMerry
Christmas!Christmas!

Happy  

Holidays!

630 4th AVE SW • Blooming Prairie
sportstitch94@gmail.com

507-583-7001

217 13th St NE • Owatonna
ssdeming@charter.net

507-475-2383



B7

B7Wednesday, December 23, 2020STEELE COUNTY TIMES

HOLIDAYEXTRA
STEELE COUNTY

A twinkle of holiday magic
Cops pair up with kids to shop for Christmas

There seemed 
to be a twin-
kle of holi-
day magic in 

Walter Cowan’s eyes as 
he hit the Target store 
in Owatonna Dec. 9.

With the help of Owa-
tonna police officer An-
drew Van Osdale, Cowan, 
of Blooming Prairie, 
loaded up a cart of gifts 
for himself as well as the 
rest of his family. It was 
all part of the Shop with 
a Cop program sponsored 
by the Steele County 
Salvation Army.

His mother, Rachel 
Cowan, said there was 
no way he would have 
been able to enjoy a 
holiday season of gifts 
without Shop with a 
Cop. “With COVID, 
things are tight right 
now,” she said.

Walter came away 
with a new jacket, gloves 
and boots as well as 
some other new clothes.

“He loved it,” Rachel 
said. “It was a nice 
experience for him to 
get to know that cops 
are nice people. They 
are not enemies, but 
friends,” she said.

The officers mix a 
little conversation and 
fun in with the shop-
ping experience. Officer 

Derrick Quinlan was 
shopping with Louis 
Niedzielski who picked 
out a large, toy gun. “Do 
you think your 1-year-
old brother can shoot 
that gun,” Quinlan 
asked. Niedzielski had 
a hard time focusing on 
the rest of shopping af-
ter picking out the gun.

As they went 
through the store, 
Quinlan advised Nied-
zielski to hop on the 
front of the car “so we 
can get there quicker.” 
At one point, the officer 
looked at a cart full of 
toys and told the child, 
“Let’s go get the most 
important thing on the 
list–underwear.”

Victoria Edwards of 
the Salvation Army said 
21 children from through-
out Steele County re-
ceived the opportunity to 
shop with police officers 
this year. The kids were 
provided $150 to spend on 
their families.

Edwards enjoys 
watching the children 
and the police officers 
buzz around the store 
shopping. “It’s all about 
the bonding with the offi-
cers,” she said. “It makes 
the kids feel good. They 
can contribute to the 
present giving – buying 

gifts for mom and dad 
and their siblings.”

The children are 
recommended to the 
Salvation Army by 
social services. The 
families of the kids have 
typically experienced 
hardships in their lives, 
including parents who 
may be unemployed or 
have low paying jobs.

“We are very compas-
sionate and understand-
ing,” Edwards said. “If 
we can help them, we’ll 
definitely do it.”

Edwards calls the 
shopping experience 
heartwarming. “It’s a 
once in a lifetime expe-
rience for each child,” 
she said.

Steele County Sheriff 
Lon Thiele coordinated 
the effort for the officers 
involved. Besides the 
sheriff’s office, police de-
partments from Owaton-
na and Blooming Prairie 
had officers involved in 
the program. There were 
14 officers involved in 
this year’s shopping.

“When you can 
interact with a child 
that had an unfortunate 
year, putting a smile 
on a child is priceless,” 
Thiele said. “It’s all 
about helping out our 
community.”

“It was a nice experience for him to get to know that cops are nice people. They are not enemies, but friends.”
Rachel Cowan

Mother of Child Involved

Walter Cowan’s could barely contain his excitement as officer Andrew Van Osdale helps him try on mittens as a Target employee stands in the background. Walter’s mother 
said her son wouldn’t have been able to purchase gifts this year without the Shop with a Cop program. “It was a good experience for him,” she said.

STORY AND PHOTOS BY RICK BUSSLER

Police officers and children create a traffic jam with their carts in the Target store as 
they go in search of gifts during the Shop with a Cop program. 

Louis Niedzielski checks out the toy department with officer Derrick Quinlan of 
Owatonna Police during Shop with a Cop. Each child was allowed to spend $150 to 
purchase gifts for themselves and other family members. 

Blooming Prairie police officer Dan Peach accompanies Alexia Bussert of Owatonna 
through the Target store as they find gifts for Alexia’s family.
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Christmas Bird Count sees large number of waterfowl
BY CHRIS BALDWIN

STAFF WRITER

Bird counters across 
Steele County partici-
pated in the worldwide 
Christmas Bird Count 
this past weekend. The 
count, conducted each 
year by the Audubon 
Society, aims to provide 
scientists with import-
ant data.

“This is the 49th year 
for us,” said Darryl Hill, 
who organized the bird 
count in Steele County 
nearly a half-century 
ago and continues to 
spearhead it. “It’s the 
largest scientific project 
in the world using vol-
unteers.”

The Owatonna count 
on Saturday, Dec. 
19, centered around 
Havana Township in 
a 15-mile diameter. 
Each count tallies up 
the numbers of birds 
separated by species 
and reports in to the 
Audubon Society, which 
crunches the numbers. 
“It’s to find out about 
birds, where they are 
and what the population 
is,” Hill said.

“Environmental-
ly, you can consider 
birds to be the canary 
in the coalmine and 
when they crunch the 
numbers and look at 
worldwide or regional 
numbers of birds that’s 
a direct relationship to 
the quality of the envi-
ronment,” bird counter 
in the field Gary John-
son said. “They can tell 
is it improving or is it 
degrading.”

During the bird 
count field spotters like 
Johnson and Hill travel 
throughout the circle 
and count any birds 
they can spot while 
feeder counters monitor 
their birdfeeders from 
home. Feeder counters 
play a crucial role, but 
count a little differently.

“They count the most 
they see at one time,” 
Hill said. This is to mit-
igate the fact that birds 
might come and go at 
any given feeder. “The 
majority of counters are 
birdfeeder counters.”

Both Hill and 
Johnson began the 
day counting at Lake 
Kohlmeier in Owatonna 

where they tallied up a 
large number of geese 
and ducks. “We counted 
close to 3,000 geese,” 
Hill said. The large 
number is primarily 
attributed to the warm 
weather throughout the 
early part of the winter. 
Last year, there were no 

geese at Kohlmeier, as 
the lake was completely 
frozen over.

“Something hap-
pened this year that’s 
never happened before,” 
Hill said, recounting 
the flocks of geese that 
flew in and out of the 
lake. “We sat in our cars 

and counted, putting 
it down. It went until 
there was nothing left.”

Throughout the day 
the counters will record 
many different species 
of birds, with water-
fowls making up a large 
percentage of those. “We 
spotted a golden-eyed 

duck,” Johnson said of 
a unique species they 
spotted at Kohlmeier. 
“So far that’s our odd-
ball species of the day.”

“Right now, we have 
10 different species of 
birds,” Johnson said 
during the midday 
break at Morehouse 
Park in Owatonna. 
“Once we get into the 
country, we would like 
to start cranking that 
up, we’d love to end 
with 20 different kinds 
of birds.”

Despite the pandem-
ic, Hill and Johnson 
were certain that the 
count would go off with-
out a hitch. “There’s 
more people at home 
to watch feeders,” Hill 
said. “The only real 
difference is we’re each 
taking a car in the field 
when in the past there 
were two of us to a car.”

The Christmas Bird 
Count was held on 
Saturday, December 19 
with volunteers from 
across the county ready 
to help spot. The final 
results will be tabulated 
and sent to the Audubon 
Society.

PHOTO BY CHRIS BALDWIN
Bird counters Darryl Hill and Gary Johnson spot ducks and geese at Morehouse Park 
in Owatonna for the annual Christmas Bird Count.
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Santa’s secrets are revealed
BY DON HEINZMAN

Santa Claus has writ-
ten a book.

The secret life of 
Santa Claus has been 
revealed.

In his book, he 
reveals how he uses a 
special dust from the 
Fairies to make a mag-
ical Christmas live all 
year in the minds and 
hearts of boys and girls 
and adults of all ages.

That same dust 
makes his reindeer fly, 
shrinks the toys so they 
all fit in his sack and 
enables him to go down 
the chimney.

He tells that and 
more in his book: “San-
ta’s Magic Christmas” 
in which he answers 
questions children have 
asked over the 15 years 
of him giving the gift 
of joy and happiness to 
thousands who have sat 
on his lap.

This year children 
are not sitting on his 
lap. In fact, Santa is 
zooming for eight-min-
ute intervals with kids

who made an ap-
pointment, from his 
kitchen. So far he has 

talked to 300 young 
and old and anticipates 
talking to 500 by Dec. 
23. You can learn all 
the zooming details at 
www.santasnorthpole-
experience.com. (There 
is a charge for the 
zooming experience, Go 
to WWW Santasnorth-
polexperience.com

for directions.) 
While the 500 appoint-
ments have been taken, 
you can buy his book. 
With a twinkle in his 
eye he has spread the 
spirit of Christmas to 
young and old.

One day, a 94-year-
old woman sat on his 
lap and just asked for 
“Peace on Earth” and 
then she leaned over 
and kissed him.

Santa says older 
people come to him and 
relive the Christmas 
when they were young 
and they love to show 
their grandchildren 
their photo with Santa.

The youngest child 
who sat on his lap was 
two days old.

Looking back on 
his favorite memories, 
Santa remembers one 
young lad who told San-

ta he had enough toys 
and to give his to a boy 
who didn’t have any.

Another boy want-
ed to be Santa, who 
advised him to look for 
someone who was in 
need of something the 
boy could provide. One 
day, he saw his elderly 
lady neighbor go out on 
her front porch barefoot 
to get the paper. The 
magic hit him. He saved 
his money, bought her 
a pair of slippers and 
placed them on her 
porch. He felt the joy of 
Christmas when he saw 
her get the paper wear-
ing those slippers.

Santa hears all kinds 
of pleas. Some children 
ask him to make their 
grandparents ill with 
cancer better. He takes 
them aside and together 
they say a little prayer 
for that grandparent.

Sometimes Santa 
hears messages that 
make him sad.

One day a girl, 6, who 
had little muscle control 
wanted a hug. He asked 
the parents what they 
wanted for Christmas. 
They replied, “They 
wished that their child 

would live until Christ-
mas.”

He also is filled with 
emotion when he has a” 
special needs “Night” 
for children who are 
autistic and mentally 
down and some that 
won’t live long.

There are many 
humorous moments. 
One boy told Santa he 
wanted a toilet. That 
wish was granted

the following year.
When some kids ask 

for a pet, Santa advises 
them to talk to their 
parents about that. He 
says you wouldn’t want 
a pet in Santa’s sleigh to 
“wet” and cause soggy 
presents.

Mrs. Bonnie Claus 
has a page in the book 
telling how she is an 
expert cook, particular-
ly making his favorite 
sugar cookies. She even 
uses the magic dust to 
Santa learned how to 
make Christmas magic 
at the Jim Cunningham 
International Universi-
ty of Santa Claus where 
he has earned his doc-
torate degree in Santa 
Clausology.

Why did he write 

the book? His favorite 
poem “The Night Before 
Christmas” doesn’t 
mention

“Rudolph the Red Nose 
Reindeer” who prances 
with all of the other rein-
deer in HIS book.

The book is colorful-
ly and artistically illus-
trated by Alan Margolis 
from Ohio. You can find 
it on Amazon and at 
Barnes and Noble book 
stores. (His web site is: 
www.santasnorthpole-
experience.com.)

So what does Santa 
want for Christmas? 
On the first page of his 
book, Santa is shown 
down on one knee 
before the manger with 
the baby Jesus.

He writes, “Christ-
mas is a magical 
season. Let’s remember 
the real reason. Our 
Christmas tradition

started long ago with 
the celebration of the 
birth of Jesus in Beth-
lehem. Ever since, the 
Christmas celebration 
brings together family 
and friends with lots of 
love and giving.”

That’s Santa’s wish 
for everyone: “All I want 

is for everyone to be 
happy.”

His final words 
are: “We are all Santa 
Clauses

when we give gifts 
of love and happiness – 
and feel: “Santa’s Magic 
of Christmas.”

(Special note: Santa 
dictated the contents of 
his book to Arlyn Gruss-
ing, a retired Blooming-
ton city planner who has 
been very active in the 
sports activities and the 
Optimist Club. He and 
his wife Bonnie have 
four children. Santa 
told Grussing that on 
every Dec. 26, he has 
his long hair cut short 
and his beard cleanly 
shaved and lets it all 
grow out the whole year 
transforming him into a 
natural Santa for anoth-
er year.)

Don Heinzman is a 
retired journalist who 
worked in community 
newspapers for more 
than 50 years. He 
has provided edito-
rial guidance for the 
Steele County Times 
in the past. He lives in 
Bloomington.

The gift of toys 
for needy kids

BY DEB FLEMMING
NEWS EDITOR

More than 1,200 
children in Steele 
County will find gifts 
under their Christmas 
trees this year thanks 
to Toys for Tots of Steele 
County.

“People went out 
of their way to try to 
provide something this 
year,” said Toys for Tots 
Coordinator Don Over-
lie of Owatonna.

He said COVID-19 
presented more than a 
few challenges.

Normally, the orga-
nization’s volunteers 
shop for the children’s 
gifts with money donat-
ed throughout the year. 
This year, Overlie said 
he had to get a bit more 
creative.

“We shopped by 
asking the larger stores 
to do the shopping for 
us,” he said, adding that 
they did not purchase 

bikes this year because 
the bikes need to be the 
right size and kind for 
the child.

Distribution of the 
toys at Trinity Luther-
an Church was also 
modified.

Parents traditionally 
come into the building 
and shop from what’s 
been donated or pur-
chased. Not this year.

When signing up for 
the program, parents 
were asked to list the 
type of toys their chil-
dren might want.

“We had to do the bag-
ging,” said Overlie, who 
added that volunteers 
spent the entire weekend 
before distribution bag-
ging up the unwrapped 
toys. When the parents 
arrived to pick up their 
gifts, volunteers deliv-
ered them to the cars.

Toys for Tots of Steele 
County has been in 
existence for nearly 40 
years. It operates within 

the national U.S. Marine 
Corp Reserve Toys for 
Tots program, which 
began in 1947. The local 
group also provides gifts 
to Steele County Social 
Services’ Adopt-A Fami-
ly program.

Its objective is to 
collect and distribute 
new and unwrapped 
toys to Steele Coun-
ty needy children at 
Christmas. Cash and 
gift cards received are 
used to purchase toys as 
per directives from the 
national Toys for Tots 
organization.

GUEST COLUMN

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Sgt. Dakkota Moreno, United States Marine Corps Veteran, spent some time at the local Toys for Tots drive in 
Owatonna this holiday season.

FILE PHOTO
The Bikers of Blooming Prairie continue to lead the way when it comes to fundraising 
for the Toys for Tots in Steele County. Even though the group couldn’t hold its annual 
ride this year because of COVID-19 restrictions, the group raised $11,570, helping Toys 
for Tots to meet its primary goal of sending a message of hope to America's less 
fortunate children through the gift of a toy.
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HHoolliiddaayy  ggrreeeettiinnggss  

ffrroomm  yyoouurr  ffrriieennddss  aa
tt  

LLookkeenn  EExxccaavvaattiioonn  &&
  DDrraaiinnaaggee..

loken@gofast.am

All signs point to a merry Christmas, and we can’t think
of a better place to spend the season than here at home
with all of you. We are truly grateful for your kindness and

support, and we wish you all a happy holiday season.

Lights and laughter in the air, Smiling faces 
everywhere, Drifts of snow and boughs of holly, 

All the things that make us jolly…

Lien Orthodontics
132 2nd Ave NE • Blooming Prairie  •  583-6613

Warmest

Wishes!

Jason Iacovino, Attorney
507-583-6663

jason.bplaw@gmail.com

Henefield & Iacovino
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Proudly MEATing the needsProudly MEATATA ing the needs
of customers through the holidaysustomers through the holid

and the rest of the year!

Steve's Meat Market
210 5th Ave. W., Ellendale210 5th Ave. Ave. A W., W., W Ellendale

507-684-2331

Merry Christmas andMerry Christmas andMerry Christmas and
Happy New Year from the staff

Proudly serwing Steele County
and the surrounding areas for over 47 years!

Happy New Year from the staff
at Steve's to your family!

and the surrounding areas for over 47 years!

ve's Meat Mar

Merry Christmas andMerry Christmas andMerry Christmas andMerry Christmas andMerry Christmas and

A window into Owatonna’s 
Christmas spirit

BY ALEX NUEHRING
STAFF WRITER

The Owatonna Area 
Chamber of Commerce 
and Tourism was 
forced to cancel the 
annual Lighted Holiday 
Parade because of 
COVID-19 restrictions, 
but that wasn’t going 
to stop the chamber 
from spreading a little 
Christmas cheer.

As a substitute for 
the parade and a way 
to keep the Christmas 
spirit alive and well in 
downtown Owatonna, 
the chamber organized 
two new holiday events: 
the Holiday Cruise, 
which took place on 
Friday, Dec. 4, and the 
Downtown Holiday 
Window Contest.

The chamber’s Di-
rector of Conventions 
and Tourism Karen 
Pehrson said the win-
dow contest provides 
the people of Owatonna 
and visitors with a 
safe way to get in the 
holiday spirit.

“We thought it would 
be a good way to get the 
community, business 
owners, residents and 
visitors excited about 
the holidays,” she said. 
“We also thought it 
would be a fun compe-
tition for the holiday 
season and bring 
some attention to local 
businesses that have 
struggled financially 
due to COVID-19.”

Downtown business-
es have decorated their 
window sills in the 

past, but she said the 
chamber asked busi-
ness owners to ramp it 
up a bit this year and 
bring more cheer to the 
downtown area.

Pehrson also said 
festive windows are also 
a good way to attract 
visitors to come into 
their stores.

If that weren’t 

enough, the business-
es whose windows 
receive the most and 
second-most votes 
are awarded chamber 
bucks, which is basical-
ly a gift card that can 
be used at all cham-
ber-member businesses. 
First place receives 
$100 and second place 
receives $75.

Thanks in part to 
that incentive, she said 
more businesses than 
anticipated registered 
to participate in the 
contest.

“I thought we would 
have six to seven busi-
nesses participating in 
the contest, but we have 
12 which I thought was 
really good,” she said. 
“Also, we hoped to get 
150 votes and we’ve got-
ten double that so far.”

Pehrson said one 
reason there’s been 
so many votes cast is 
because community 
members want to sup-
port local businesses.

“People are excited 
about it, especially since 
small businesses have 
struggled so much this 
year. Everybody wants 
to pull together and 
help each other out,” 
she said.

She’s also seen a 
lot of businesses come 
together to help each 
other.

Owatonna communi-
ty members and visitors 
still have time to cast 
their vote as the contest 
will run until New 
Year’s Day. They can 
vote by following a link 
on the Owatonna Cham-
ber of Commerce and 
Tourism’s Facebook 
page or by following the 
link here: https://www.
surveymonkey.com/r/
6JLLV6J.

Winners will be an-
nounced on the cham-
ber’s and Visit Owaton-
na’s Facebook page on 
New Year’s Day.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Santa Claus took a seat in the front window of the 
Owatonna Shoe store last week, allowing passersby to 
take pictures with him through the glass. Here, Nate 
Skala takes a picture of his children, Shelby, Carson 
and Jayden. 
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Tis The Season
Tis The Season

FROM YOUR FRIENDS AT
THE STEELE COUNTY

FREE FAIR

831 S OAK AVE., OWATONNA MN
Store: 451-1550 // Market: 451-0071

Monday-Saturday: 8AM - 7PM
(Closed Sundays )

LOOK FOR US ON: Merry Christmas and happy holidays!Merry Christmas and happy holidays!

507.583.6688
245 East Main Street
Blooming Prairie

&FM
Farmers &

Merchants

Farmers & Merchants employees would 
like to wish our customers and friends a 
joyous holiday season.

Jim Fiebiger

Bruce Rumpza

Kent Lea

Adam Thoen

Julie Lembke

Tiffany Decker

Anita Deters
Michelle Vigeland

Judy Engelken

Gayle Miller

Sandra Christenson

Emily Holevoet

Michelle Sunde

Amanda Schumacher
Nola Dybvik-Sanders
Kathy Kartes

Wishing you peace & joy. 
Happy holidays.

Wishing you peace & joy. 
Happy holidays.

Season’s Greetings
Season’s Greetings

Prairie Plumbing & 
Heating, Inc.

Prairie Plumbing & 
Heating, Inc.

Larry & Sandy Christianson
Authorized Lennox Dealer

507-583-7266507-583-7266
438 Hwy Ave. South

Blooming Prairie

Wishing you  Wishing you  

and yours  and yours  

a very a very 

Merry  Merry  

   Christmas!   Christmas!

We look forward to serving  
you and  your community in the new year.

SKJEVELAND ENTERPRISES
655 NW 32ND AVE • OWATONNA 

507-528-9900 • 507-214-8727
skjevelandenterprises@msn.com

Licensed & Insured | Locally Owned & Operated | Call Today for Our Low Rates

We sincerely appreciate the kindness you’ve shown us as customers, 
neighbors and friends. Thank you for making 2020 a great year for us.  

We look forward to seeing you again soon!

314 Main St. E. • Blooming Prairie • 583-7528 
685 W. Bridge Street Suite 6 • Owatonna • 451-9136

133 N Broadway • New Richland • 465-8100
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SSeeaassoonnss  ggrreeeettiinnggss  
ffrroomm......

Cue the Lights:
It’s Christmas!

Hope it’s merry, hope it’s bright,
Hope the season treats you right!

At the holidays and all year, we’re filled with
gratitude for friends and customers like you.

Thanks for brightening our year with 
your visits. We wish you all the best!

333 2nd Ave. NE • Blooming Prairie 
507-583-6683

www.smmpa.com 

We wish you a merry Christmas...
and a happy new year!

 Owatonna Bus Company

Moving Kids Forward

We wish you a merry Christmas...
and a happy new year!

 Owatonna Bus Company

Wishing you blessings this Christmas  
and all the best in the year to come

507.451.0231 | www.premierbanks.com

583-2304 
128 3rd Street SW
Blooming Prairie

Breaking News!
Now offering manicures and 

pedicures. Call for an 
appointment.
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Happ� holiday� fro� al� 

your friend� a� S'Crea�.Happ� holiday� fro� al� 

your friend� a� S'Crea�.

May your holi
days 

be merry 

and bright!

May your holi
days 

be merry 

and bright!

635 6th SE, Blooming Prairie

507-583-2712
www.minersoutdoor.com

Drug court grad takes the high road, glad he ‘rode it out’
BY DEB FLEMMING

NEWS EDITOR

Third District Court 
Judge Joseph A. Bueltel 
described Jeffry Sipes 
as a humble, calm and 
present person.

“When he speaks up, 
he can say some really 
pleasant things that are 
inspiring for me and 
others,” Bueltel said last 
week during a com-
puterized graduation 
ceremony that followed 
a regular Drug Court 
session on Zoom.

“I wish I could shake 
your hand,” Bueltel 
said.

Bueltel, Drug Court 
Coordinator Nicole 
Gram, several pro-
bation officers, Sipes 
and other drug court 
participants attended 
the computerized grad-
uation ceremony.

Sipes is the 67th 

graduate of the Steele 
Waseca Drug Court 
(SWDC).

Since its inception in 
July 2014, Gram said, 
the drug court program 
has served 208 partici-
pants with 101 of them 
either withdrawing – to 
serve their jail or prison 
time or transfer to 
another drug court – or 
being terminated be-
cause of new criminal 
behavior or rejection of 
services.

As an alternative 
to incarceration, drug 
courts throughout the 
country reduce the 
costs of repeatedly pro-
cessing high-risk, high-
need substance abusers 
through the courts, 
jails, and prisons while 
providing offenders a 
pathway to recovery.

Participants are 
required to abstain 
from substance use, to 

be accountable for their 
behavior and to fulfill 
the legal responsibili-
ties of the offenses they 
have committed.

There are currently 
41 participants in the 
local drug court.

SWDC’s five-phase 
program is rigorous 
and takes participants 
a minimum of 18 
months to complete, 
according to Grams. 
Weekly, or monthly, 
court attendance is 
required depending 
on which phase of the 
program a participant 
is in. Recovery-related 
programming includes 
treatment, support 
meetings, mental health 
meetings, completion 
of a cognitive skills 
program that help to 
change behaviors and at 
least three hours of self-
help recovery meetings 
each week.

In addition, all 
participants submit to 
a minimum of twice 
weekly random testing.

Other requirements 
for graduation from the 
program include com-
pleting treatment, mak-
ing meaningful connec-

tions in the recovery 
community, obtaining 
a valid driver’s license, 
GED/Diploma, employ-
ment and compliance 
with child support and 
payment of any fines, 
fees or restitution.

Sipes, who entered 
the program in March 
2019 on a felony fifth-de-
gree controlled sub-
stance charge, com-
pleted the program in 
21 months. The charge 
carries a mandatory 
prison sentence of 21 
months.

Gram also said that 
Sipes had violated his 
probation and was at 
risk of losing his stay, as 
well as at risk of serving 
one year and one day in 
prison.

While participating 
the drug court, Sipes 
was tested for drugs 
and alcohol 132 times 
and on graduation day, 

he’d been sober for 665 
days.

In a telephone inter-
view, Sipes said he’s 
glad to have this chap-
ter of his life behind.

“Everyone has some 
kind of intervention 
that comes into their 
life, mine just happened 
to be this DUI,” said 
Sipes. “Had I not gotten 
stopped, I may have 
kept going.”

“When I came into 
drug court, I just did 
what needed to be done 
– I owned it,” said Sipes. 
“I’m the one who sat on 
the barstool, drank and 
got in the car and drove 
it …I made the choice.”

To his fellow drug 
court participants still 
in the program, the 
60-year-old’s only ad-
vice: “Just hold on. It’s 
a good program. No, it’s 
not a smooth ride, but 
ride it out.”

Remembering Christmas Eve in 1937
BY REV. RUSSELL 

RUDOLF

We lived on a farm 
in North Dakota. On 
Christmas Eve the cows 
were milked earlier 
than normal. Before 
going in for supper, Dad 
harnessed the horses. 
Supper was eaten ear-
lier than normal. After 
getting dressed to go to 
church, Dad hitched the 
team to the sleigh.

As you picture the 
sleigh, please don’t 
visualize one of those 
fancy ones you’ve seen 
in movies with shapely 
curved steel runners 
and fancy seats…
think in terms of a 
farm sleigh with heavy 
wooden runners. Built 
to fit on that sleigh was 
a wooden box with a 
wind shield in front and 
a door on back and on 
each inside benches.

After hitching the 
team to the sleigh Dad 
would bring it to the 
house. At the house he 
would put a covered pail 
with hot coals into the 
sleigh. There were five 
of us who would enter 
the sleigh: my mother, 
my baby sister, Dad, 
Herb (the hired man – 
Dad’s nephew – son of an 
older brother) and me.

Beacon of the 
Prairie

We were members of 
St. Andrew’s Lutheran 
Church – a rural church 

between two communi-
ties. The church was 13 
miles from Zeeland (to 
the southwest) and 20 
miles from Wishek (to 
the northeast). It was 
known as the “Beacon 
of the Prairie.”

I think we lived about 
six miles to the north-
east. It would take us 
two and one-half hours 
to get to the church. 
Dad would let mom, my 
sister, and me out to go 
into the warm church. 
Herb and Dad would 
unhitch the horses from 
the sleigh – the church 
had a barn in which to 
place the horses.

During the worship 
service, the women and 
children sat on the left 
side of the nave. I sat 
with my mother and my 
sister. All the men sat on 
the right side of the nave. 
I’ve often wondered why 
the women were on the 
left and the men on the 
right. I suspect (just a 
guess) that by having 
the men on the right, the 
women on the left were 
free from the tobacco, 
masculine, manure and 
alcohol odors.

The original sod 
church (still standing) 
was built in 1893 for a 
cost of $385…plus 15 
days of labor from each 
adult member. In 1906 
the parish built a larger 
church. It measured 26-
by-60 feet. It had a bell 
tower, which measured 

60 feet to the top of the 
cross. All the interior 
furnishings were made 
of oak in the Gothic 
style. The walls as well 
as the ceiling were 
finished with embossed 
metal. It had a balcony.

In 1990 the church 
was added to the 
National Register of 
Historic Places.

My great 
great-grandmother 
Katharina Rudolf – wife 
of Ludwig, Sr. – was 
the first person buried 
in that cemetery. My 
parents were married 
in that building.

Lighting the candles
Near the end of the 

service, the deacons 
would come to the front 
to light the candles on 
the Christmas tree. My 
mother permitted me 
to leave her so I could 
sit in the front pew to 
admire the lighted tree. 
We were too poor to 
have a tree in our house. 
I’m not sure but I think 
the prayers were recited 
while the tree was light-
ed. When the “Father 
Unser” (The Lord’s 
Prayer) was over, the 
men began extinguish-
ing the candles. I went 
back to sit with mom.

The men all left the 
church while the women 
remained and visited. 
The men went out to 
hitch the horses to their 
sleighs. One by one they 
came to get their family. 

I’m sure Dad had anoth-
er fire in the pail to keep 
us somewhat warm on 
the trip home. Musty 
horse blankets helped 
keep us warm.

Signing off..
What else do I 

remember about that 
Christmas? Herb gave 
me a cattle truck that 
had a battery and lights.

When I think back 

to those days, I wonder 
if I would have had the 
quality of faith that 
would have insisted 
that in the depth of 
winter I would harness 
horses, hitch them to a 
sleigh, place them into 
a stall in the barn at the 
church, and re-hitch 
them to the sleigh just 
for a Christmas Eve 
worship, a six-hour plus 

excursion, so a young 
son could remember 
the aroma and remem-
ber the beauty of God’s 
lighted Christmas 
tree… and, so continue 
his journey within the 
grace of God.

Merry Christmas!

Rev. Russell Rudolf 
is retired and lives in 
Owatonna.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Jeffry Sipes became the 
Steele Waseca Drug 
Court’s 67th graduate 
last week.

GUEST COLUMN
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“My Lonely Christmas”

Have a Merry Christmas

Leon & Lori Bohlman

Legacy
 

Monument Sales

Leon’s cell: 507-456-7864
Lori’s cell: 507-456-3735

Email: landlbo@gmail.com
fV V

Thank you to all the families we 
have been blessed to work with 
throughout 2020. We hope you 

will always remember us as 
someone you can trust and that 
cares about your family's needs.

& a Joyous
New Year

Leon’s cell: 507-456-7864
Lori’s cell: 507-456-3735

Email: landlbo@gmail.com

Have a Merry Christmas

The Difference Is The Service

111 Front Street, Claremont, MN
Service Center: 507-528-2233

After Hours Towing: 507-456-4158

Wishing you peace & joy!

Bus: 507-451-4619

920 Hoffman Dr. NW, Suite 1
Owatonna, MN 55060

Calling this community home.

Commercial Insurance  Property & Casualty | Life & Disability Income | Workers Compensation
Personal Lines Insurance (MN only)  Homeowners, Condominiums, & Renters | Auto | Personal Umbrella

Federated Mutual Insurance Company and its subsidiaries* | federatedinsurance.com 
Ward’s 50® Top Performer | A.M. Best® A+ (Superior) Rating

19.11  Ed. 10/20  *Not licensed in all states.  © 2019 Federated Mutual Insurance Company

Thank you for re-electing me to serve 
you as state representative in 2020.

To our fine friends and neighbors here in
the community, we wish you a most merry
Christmas and a wonderful New Year!
May 2021 bring much happiness 
to you and yours.
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Wishing you and yours a  

happy and healthy holiday  

season from all of us at  

NextEra Energy Resources.

Many people thought we were crazy to open 
HONEST-1 AUTO CARE during the pandemic. 

Yes, it has been a challenge, but we are
very thankful for the incredible support

we have received from the Owatonna area.

2020 has been a challenge for everyone,
and we join with all of you looking forward to a 

return to normal as soon as possible in 2021.

What A Year!

j
j

Happy Holidays! j

j

507-451-5990

www.Honest1Owatonna.com

Wishing all of our customers a 
wonderful holiday season and a

healthy, safe and prosperous 2021!

1125 S Oak Ave
Owatonna, MN 55060-3701

Mike’s Repair
870 NW 32nd Ave. • Owatonna

455-0388

Here 
Comes 
Santa 
Claus!

Another Christmas 
is rolling in, and 
we hope it delivers 
everything on your 
wish list!

Thanks for being an 
important part of our 
year. Your friendship 
and support have made 
2020 a great ride for us, 
and we wish you all the 
best this holiday season 
and in the coming year. 

Merry Christmas 
to You and Yours!
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