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STAFF PHOTO BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
Rian Grunwald is lifted high in the air as she pumps her arms and holds a finger up in celebration of becoming
Owatonna’'s first girl wrestling state champion Saturday at the Xcel Center in St. Paul. She was one of three
state champions from Steele County. Landon Johnson of Owatonna captured his second straight title while
Charley Elwood of Medford earned his third title. See Sports in the B Section for more about last week's state
wrestling tournament, which included 22 qualifiers from all four schools in Steele County.

For McGhee, conversations are in the bag

BY KAY FATE
STAFF WRITER

rew McGhee
unloaded the
grocery cart,

quickly scanned the
assortment of chips,
dips, deli meat, pas-
tries and ice cream
treats, then asked
what others may have
been thinking:
“What are you do-
ing, having a party?”
That’s “typical

Sheritt to seek

another term

Thiele hopes to continue
serving Steele County

BY RICK BUSSLER munity, and I have no
PUBLISHER reason to leave.”
Thiele, 55, has been
While there may be in law enforcement for

a mass exodus of peace 31 years, and he has
officers leaving the pro- found the past four
fession across the state, years as being the most
Steele County’s top law challenging of his ca-
enforcement official is reer. His office has been
quite comfortable right dealing with a world-
where he’s at and wants wide pandemic, on-go-

to serve another term. ing budget constraints

Sheriff Lon Thiele and the influx of racial
announced this week issues from the Twin
heis runningfora Cities area highlighted
fourth term in thisfall's by the killing of George
election. Floyd.

“I'love this job, and Despite the challeng-
I’'m not ready to retire,” es the police profession
said Thiele, who has is facing right now,
been sheriff since 2011. Thiele said his office is
“I'm vested in this com- See SHERIFF on A7 »

STAFF PHOTO BY RICK BUSSLER
Steele County Sheriff Lon Thiele announced this week
he is running for a fourth term in this fall's election. He
was first elected in 2010.

Business owner
loses battle
with cancer

BY RICK BUSSLER
PUBLISHER

Donnavon Eaker, a
long-time business own-
er in Ellendale, has lost
her battle with cancer.

Eaker, who operat-
ed the award-winning
Steve’s Meat Market in
Ellendale for the past 49
years, died last week at S
Methodist Hospital in Long-time Ellendale
Rochester after fighting business owner Donnavon
the disease for nearly 16 Eaker died last week after
months. She and her hus-  a 16-month battle with
band Steve had operated cancer. She operated

Drew,” said Chris- the meat market togeth- Steve's Meat Market for
sy Olson, the night er until he died in 2006. nearly a half century.
manager at Vandal’s Their daughter, Rachael
Family Market in Lee, has been running 30 years later, she was
Blooming Prairie. the business with her one of the first people to
“He interacts,” she mother in recent years. reach out to me.”
said, “and that’s what She was 72. Kibler said Eaker
you want at a grocery After the hearingthe  had a significant impact
store. You want some- news of Eaker’s death, on the community.
body to smile, have a Stephanie Kibler, who “She has always been a
conversation.” serves on the Ellendale strong voice for Ellen-
McGhee, who City Council, said she dale, its residents and
sprinkles “yes, began to think of her businesses,” Kibler said.
ma’am” or “no, often. Kibler worked for Tamzen Johnson of
ma’am” liberally = : the Eakers in 1979. Blooming Prairie had
throughout those con- STAFF PHOTO BY KAY FATE “She was terrific been a close friend of
versations, said his Drew McGhee, 16, stocks a cooler at Vandal's Family Market in Blooming boss,” Kibler said. Eaker’s and often took
part-time job is “awe- Prairie. “It's weird," he said, “but there's something about seeing (the “When I returned to her to medical ap-
See MCGHEE on A7»  cans) all lined up.” McGhee loves chatting with customers and employees. Ellendale more than See BUSINESS on A4 »
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STAFF PHOTO BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
Rian Grunwald is lifted high in the air as she pumps her arms and holds a finger up in celebration of becoming
Owatonna’'s first girl wrestling state champion Saturday at the Xcel Center in St. Paul. She was one of three
state champions from Steele County. Landon Johnson of Owatonna captured his second straight title while
Charley Elwood of Medford earned his third title. See Sports in the B Section for more about last week's state
wrestling tournament, which included 22 qualifiers from all four schools in Steele County.
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assortment of chips,
dips, deli meat, pas-
tries and ice cream
treats, then asked
what others may have
been thinking:
“What are you do-
ing, having a party?”
That’s “typical

Sheritt to seek

another term

Thiele hopes to continue
serving Steele County

BY RICK BUSSLER munity, and I have no
PUBLISHER reason to leave.”
Thiele, 55, has been
While there may be in law enforcement for

a mass exodus of peace 31 years, and he has
officers leaving the pro- found the past four
fession across the state, years as being the most
Steele County’s top law challenging of his ca-
enforcement official is reer. His office has been
quite comfortable right dealing with a world-
where he’s at and wants wide pandemic, on-go-

to serve another term. ing budget constraints

Sheriff Lon Thiele and the influx of racial
announced this week issues from the Twin
heis runningfora Cities area highlighted
fourth term in thisfall's by the killing of George
election. Floyd.

“I'love this job, and Despite the challeng-
I’'m not ready to retire,” es the police profession
said Thiele, who has is facing right now,
been sheriff since 2011. Thiele said his office is
“I'm vested in this com- See SHERIFF on A7 »
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Steele County Sheriff Lon Thiele announced this week
he is running for a fourth term in this fall's election. He
was first elected in 2010.
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loses battle
with cancer
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Donnavon Eaker, a
long-time business own-
er in Ellendale, has lost
her battle with cancer.

Eaker, who operat-
ed the award-winning
Steve’s Meat Market in
Ellendale for the past 49
years, died last week at S
Methodist Hospital in Long-time Ellendale
Rochester after fighting business owner Donnavon
the disease for nearly 16 Eaker died last week after
months. She and her hus-  a 16-month battle with
band Steve had operated cancer. She operated

Drew,” said Chris- the meat market togeth- Steve's Meat Market for
sy Olson, the night er until he died in 2006. nearly a half century.
manager at Vandal’s Their daughter, Rachael
Family Market in Lee, has been running 30 years later, she was
Blooming Prairie. the business with her one of the first people to
“He interacts,” she mother in recent years. reach out to me.”
said, “and that’s what She was 72. Kibler said Eaker
you want at a grocery After the hearingthe  had a significant impact
store. You want some- news of Eaker’s death, on the community.
body to smile, have a Stephanie Kibler, who “She has always been a
conversation.” serves on the Ellendale strong voice for Ellen-
McGhee, who City Council, said she dale, its residents and
sprinkles “yes, began to think of her businesses,” Kibler said.
ma’am” or “no, often. Kibler worked for Tamzen Johnson of
ma’am” liberally = : the Eakers in 1979. Blooming Prairie had
throughout those con- STAFF PHOTO BY KAY FATE “She was terrific been a close friend of
versations, said his Drew McGhee, 16, stocks a cooler at Vandal's Family Market in Blooming boss,” Kibler said. Eaker’s and often took
part-time job is “awe- Prairie. “It's weird," he said, “but there's something about seeing (the “When I returned to her to medical ap-
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STEELE COUNTY TIMES 561”01'11g
Blooming Prairie, Owatonna MN INSIDE AREA DEATHS
Volume 130, No. 33 ; i
(0721151 o[- | SR A0 Hometown EXtra ... B18 Owatonna School Page.... A8 Bonnie Peterson, 68, Owatonna B /0011’1111g Prairie
l I !I!|9| | I’!”‘ ‘ Classifieds.. .. BI7 Hometown Living .. A5 Public Notices Dale Springer, 78, Owatonna and Steele Cou I1f:))

8 38908

507-583-4431 | news@steelecountytimes.com Community. L\t 0] o] (UF=T4 11 MN— .. A17 Public Safety..... e B12
ON-LINE: steelecountynews.com [ 1151 (o] (U RN . A4 OPINIONS encereereescsenessirene PA V=R QA TES] o To] o €= THN B1-B6

Donnavon Eaker, 72, Ellendale

since 1893

THE AREA'S PREMIER AUTO REPAIR SHOP! Check inside for our insert showcasing valuable savings.

HOME OF THE HONEST MECHANICS!

H HONEST-1°
AUTO CARE

1125 S. Oak Ave. ®* Owatonna ® 507-431-4576 ® www.Honest1Owatonna.com




Opinion

OUR VIEW

Record surplus calls
for drastic change

Minnesota seems to have hit the jackpot.

Last week state budget officials announced that
Minnesota will have a historic $9.2 billion surplus.
It’s believed to be the most of any other Midwest-
ern state.

And now the fun begins at the State Capitol as
lawmakers wrestle with what to do with the hefty
windfall.

Sen. John Jasinski, who represents Steele and
Rice counties, put it bluntly: Minnesotans are “way,
way, way overtaxed.” Senate Republicans are now
proposing the largest tax cut in state history.

Under the Republican plan, a Minnesota family
making $100,000 would see tax savings of $1,000
each year. A typical person making $37,000 would
receive an annual reduction of $500.

“What Republicans have proposed is perma-
nent, ongoing tax relief for all working Minne-
sotans and senior citizens,” said Senate Majority
Leader Jeremy Miller, R-Winona.

DFL Gov. Tim Walz wants one-time rebate
checks paid out to all taxpayers. “This gives us
the opportunity to get those checks in the hands of
folks,” Walz said.

And, of course, this is all coming to a head just
in time for this fall’s election.

While the governor’s idea for a rebate would
be nice for the pocketbook, we wonder if rebates
would in the long term be shortsighted. After all,
it’s time for state officials to give back what they
have taken from us.

With democrats and republicans sparring over
what should happen, it would seem that a perma-
nent and significant tax reliefis what Minnesotans
deserve. We need to look at long-term solutions and
what’s best for the state over the long haul.

As both sides figure things out, they also need
to proceed with caution. There is great uncer-
tainty right now about the economic effects of the
war in Ukraine, the future of the pandemic and
inflation.

It’s no secret that taxes in Minnesota are high.
This is the time to roll back and undo some of the
damage that has been done in the past. Let’s make
this an affordable state to continue living in.

YOUR VIEW

Be open to other
perspectives
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A gift to our Steele County friends
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Hot Pursuit
RICK BUSSLER

ome exciting
things are hap-
pening with the

Steele County Times,
and I’d like to share
some of them with you
this week.

This week we're go-
ing out to an expanded
audience as nearly ev-
ery household in Steele
County will be receiv-
ing the newspaper. In
the newspaper indus-
try, werefertoitasa
“sample copy,” where
we send the paper to
everyone whether they
are a subscriber or not.
It’s a gift to our friends
who cherish local news.

Our primary mission
is to provide quality
community news
with the best interest
of Blooming Prairie,
Ellendale, Medford and
Owatonna as well as
the rest of the county
in mind each week. We
think we provide a dy-
namic newspaper filled
with hometown news
for our readers every
week. We don’t want

anyone to miss out.

But that’s not all
that’s going on.

Along with the great
print product we pro-
duce each week, we are
always looking at op-
portunities to enhance
the ways we reach the
community.

We are launch-
ing an indoor digital
newschannel network
with the help of a com-
pany that has become
the largest indoor digi-
tal billboard network in
Minnesota. Right now,
the company has over
250 venue locations that
feature indoor digital
billboards. About half
of them are partnered
with newspapers.

Basically what
happens is digital
screens will be installed
in various businesses
like bars, restaurants
and service places. The
screens will feature
captivating hyper-local
community content,
including advertising
from local businesses.
This is a different way
for businesses to reach
clients.

We expect this to
hit by early May if not
sooner. Stay tuned for
more about this as it
gets closer.

Within the next
month, we will be
revealing our newly
revamped website at
www.steelecountytimes.

slimes

NESS, SCHLOBOHM RETIRE FROM COMMUNITY PATHWAYS
Dom Korbel of Owatonna assumed the reins of Community Pathways last week
following the retirements of Nancy Ness and Maureen Schlobohm. Ness and
Schlobohm served as co-executive directors since the Steele County Clothesline
and the Steele County Food Shelf merged into one organization in January 2020.

Create a custom news clip

More Online at steelebcoun'tyﬁm‘es‘.rcvqm»,: |

com. This has been in
the planning stages for
the past several months.
You are going to find a
website that’s easier to
navigate and be able to
pull up local news, a lot
of which is not hiding
behind a pay wall.
February was a
pivotal month for our
website. We reached a
record number of 38,000
unique visitors and
nearly 1.5 million hits
in what was a shortened
month (28 days). The
viewership has been
climbing steadily over
the past nine months.
Besides the beefed up
website, we will also be
adding another new and
exciting digital option.
Later this spring we
will launch a news app
where readers can get
local news and sports as
well as community no-
tifications with just one
click. This will offer fast
access to information.
A news app is partic-
ularly exciting because

you will get breaking
news and other informa-
tion exclusive to Steele
County. We want to keep
you up to date with news
that impacts you and
your community. Again,
we will share more about
this once it’s ready to go.

I'd also like to
remind you that we
are now serving Steele
County from two great
locations: Blooming
Prairie and Owatonna.
We recently opened a
second office to better
serve our readers in
Owatonna. We are lo-
cated at 109 W. Rose St.

As you can see, the
gift of local news comes
in many shapes and
sizes. We are excited
to offer you various
options to keep you
informed about the
greater community of
Steele County.

We’re never sitting
idle. We love going in
hot pursuit of providing
the area’s best option
for local news coverage.

To-the-Editor: about being on the

I attended the Owa- same side of an issue.
tonna School Board Learning is about
meeting on Jan. 24 being open to hearing
and witnessed a pow- a perspective you had
erful moment. not yet considered,

During the public and being open to
forum, one person considering if there is
spoke in opposition something of value in
to a variety of topics that different perspec-
currently supported tive. That is why stu-
by our school board. dents open textbooks
It was obvious she has everyday - to encoun- GUEST COLUMN
made her opinions ter new and different
known previously. perspectives. .

In her statement, she Thank you to our

s s | Add 'em up and numbers are unfathomable
that she was honestly superintendent, and

trying to have an open all those who offer BY JAN MITTELSTADT at the Owatonna High My brother and I not fake news at all,
mind on these mat- various perspectives TIPPETT School. I know that 75 reminisce about the $25 says that 1,000 seconds
ters. I believe she was during public forum. degrees in a comfortable  weekly budget my mom is equal to almost 17
sincere, and I com- May we each strive Numbers are num- temperature. had for food. Alice and minutes. It would take
mend her, as well as to have an open mind bers —no matter what But 75 degrees Fahr- C.C. had a Friday night almost 12 days for a mil-
the school board and towards ideas that are year it is, what state you  enheit is 24 degrees Cel- date to go to Duffy’s. lion seconds to elapse.
our superintendent, for = new or different than live in or what country sius. I don’t immediate- So did many of their That is an under-
providing an excellent our own. That is ulti- you visit. A oneis a ly think that 24 degrees friends. Duffy’s was the standable unit. It
example of what true mately how we learn. one; pi is pi. Scores are is a comfortable tem- place to be in the 1960s. becomes a little less
public debate and true scores. perature. I think that24  When they came home, clear when it is me-
learning looks like. Julie Fiske However, defining is cold, despite living in my dad beeped the horn  ga-millions or billions.

Learning is not Owatonna the meaning of a num- Minnesota where I see and Ted and I went out It would take 31.7 years

ber, or a number used people in shorts when to help carry in the for a billion seconds to
in a measurement, or itis 24 F. (Those folks brown bags. The truck elapse. Try subtracting
I the value of a particular  have a different ther- of the Chevrolet Bel-Air  31.7 from your current
Thanks f OF Suppor t Wlth number, provides a dif- mostat than I do.) When was full, full to the lid. age and think about
. . ference. Add in (no pun I've been outside of the Today, $25 in groceries all the time that has
Snomeblle aCCldent intended) numerology, U.S.Ihave to translate might take one or may- elapsed. The highlight
and numbers take on those Celsius tempera- be two plastic bags. One  reel would take a long

To-the-Editor: on my feet over the last yet another meaning. tures into Fahrenheitin  inflation calculator says time to share.

Hi, Senator John three weeks. It’s truly Idon’tthink I'm alone  order to decide if I need that $25 in 1962 equals And if that doesn’t
Jasinski, back in my phenomenal. in my perception of num-  ajacket or not. about $233 today. make you shake your
office. You all heard I It really is an bers. What I think has to And then there’s I cannot wrap my head, a trillion seconds
had a snowmobile acci-  eye-opener to what can do with how I saw, used money. arms around really would take more than
dent about three weeks  happen to a person. So or spent it as a child. Or Intellectually, I can big numbers. I can get 31,710 years to elapse.
ago. I just wanted to Iam very, very thank- it could be what I figured  understand what a millions. Amillionisn’t  We often read about bil-
say thanks to all the ful for everybody who outit wasasIgrewolder, certain amount of money even serious money lion and trillion dollar
people that have sent has shown me so much based on whatismy own  might be - what is it is these days. I cannot budgets and expenses.
me cards and textsand  love and family con- consumer index or my worth, how much can it fathom what a billion No wonder we just nod
voicemails and things nections over the last own experiences. Tknow  purchase, or how much I or trillion of anything our heads and go on
like that, as well as all three weeks. So I want about what one mile is — might need of it to main- would stack up to be. with whatever we are
the first responders to say thank you again it was about a mile from tain a certain standard of ~ Ms. Google tries to help doing.
and the deputies and to that. It really does the house I grew up in living. And dear readers out by using another
the sheriffs and the mean a lot. Thank you. to the Owatonna Public three, we now mustaddin  example of a unit that Jan Mittelstadt Tip-
doctors and the nurses Library. I know how long inflation, supply chain dif- we can understand — pett is a retired news-
that have taken care Sen. John Jasinski 100 yards is — I could see ficulties and the soaring seconds. A story in the paper publisher who
of me and got me back Faribault it from the bleachers price of gas and utilities. New York Times, and lives in Owatonna.
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py Birthday, Dr. Seuss
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SUBMITTED PHOTO
Natalie Sorensen'’s first-grade class at Blooming Prairie Elementary School celebrated Dr. Seuss's birthday last

week with a homemade tribute to one of his most popular books, “The Cat in the Hat.” In the front row, from left,

are Brayton Motl, Liesel Swanson, Opal Vincent, Laiden Maher, Paisley Wolf, Annika Gaines, Linkynn Doocy, Avery
Peterson and Jordan Crozier. In the back, from left, are Grayson Spinler, Robert Cardenas, Bergen Klemmensen,
William Schultz, Ryan Parr, Kashton Witt, Alex Elkins, Lane Jones and Miles Jensen. The entire school marked the end
of February's "I Love to Read” month with a celebration and by singing happy birthday to the author on March 2.

The arm of Community Pathways far reaching

looming Prai-
rieis under
served by Com-

munity Pathways of
Steele County, emphat-
ically states Pathways
Executive Director Dom
Korbel.

Korbel was in BP
a few weeks, rallying
supporters at a Sunday
worship at First Luther-
an Church. Following a
talk to the congregation,

Reflections
HOWARD LESTRUD

Korbel met further with One of the goals is
BP residents at a special to raise $2.6 million in
forum presentation. capital funds to expand
Korbel is the new the food shelf building
Community Pathways proper. Space will be
director who meets doubled to allow the
the public in a sincere, food shelf to be more
charismatic manner. able to meet community
Korbel credited needs.
his father David with With the raising of
providing the catalyst the funds, it will now
that spurred him to get be possible to double
involved in non-profit the size of Communi-
endeavors. ty Pathways of Steele
Community Path- County.
ways was already on Korbel told Blooming
fire prior to Korbel Prairie church goers
joining the fold, but now  afew weeks ago that
with his leadership the Blooming Prairie will
goals become even more  be a “Test Run” for the
reachable. Pathways food truck to
GUEST COLUMN

come to First Lutheran
Church and distribute
foodstuffs to needy
persons.

The Pathways food
truck will be in BP on
Thursday, March 24
from 10 a.m. to 12 noon.
People can also drop
off items at the food
truck on this day. The
truck will be located
on the west end of the
First Lutheran park-
ing lot.

It’s because of volun-
teers and partnerships
with local businesses
that Community Path-
ways has been able to
extend its reach.

Pathways provides
special shopping times
for families. This
enables families to
more prudently pick
the items they need,
Korbel said.

Building New Path-
ways is the theme of the
Community Pathways
capital campaign. The
campaign was struc-
tured by co-executive
directors Nancy Ness

and Maureen Schlo-
bohm.

This year has been
uniquely challenging
in food insecurity areas
across Steele County be-
cause of the COVID-19
pandemic. It has weak-
ened fragile economic
systems and significant-
ly elevated the need for
critical services like
Community Pathways.

More funds for
Community Pathways
of Steele County were
raised last weekend at
the Hometown Sampler
Concert Series. Local
bands performed at
the Little Theatre in
Owatonna. Just passing
the hat at one of the con-
certs, produced $1,000.

A total of $28,000 was
easily surpassed by
the genuine generosity
of local people, said
Korbel.

Donations are always
encouraged and accept-
ed. Help your neighbor
by donating to Commu-
nity Pathways of Steele
County.

Permanent tax relief needed in light
of expanding surplus

BY JOHN PETERSBURG

Lawmakers returned
to St. Paul understand-
ing they would be mak-
ing decisions on how to
allocate a record state
budget surplus. On Feb.
28, the surplus record
was broken again.

In their latest eco-
nomic forecast, Minne-
sota’s economic experts
project a $9.3 billion
surplus for the 2022-23
legislative biennium.
That figure is up $1.5
billion from the already
historic $7.7 billion
surplus projected in
November.

I firmly believe we
have to put this money
back in the hands of
Minnesotans through
permanent tax re-
lief, especially since
residents are facing
higher costs of living
on everything from
food to gasoline. Prices
are skyrocketing
under the Biden/Walz
economy and enacting
tax relief is one way we
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can help as it allows
people to keep more of
what they earn.

AsT've stated before,
eliminating the state
tax on Social Security
would be a good place
to start. Many senior
citizens are living on
fixed incomes to begin
with, and it doesn’t
make sense for Minne-
sota to be taxing their
benefits. All areas of
tax relief should be on
the table this session, as
we should be seeking to
help as many Minneso-
tans as we can.

It’s also worth ex-
ploring if we should pay
cash for some one-time
projects such as road
and bridge construc-
tion. Doing so could low-
er future state debt in
our capital investment
bill, where transporta-
tion funding projects of
statewide significance
are typically funded.

But the overwhelm-
ing majority of this
surplus, in my opinion,
should be used for

permanent and signifi-
cant tax relief. A record
windfall gives lawmak-
ers the opportunity to
do something historic
for our taxpayers, and
we should take advan-
tage of it.

Deadlines Ap-
proaching

While work has been
steady in our House
committees since the
start of session, things
will really begin to heat
up in the next month as
committee deadlines
are approaching. These
deadlines represent the
times when a bill must
receive action from
a committee in order
for it to move forward
the rest of session. The
deadlines do not apply
to the House commit-
tees on Capital Invest-
ment, Ways and Means,
Taxes, or Rules and
Legislative Administra-
tion.

The first deadline is
for committees to act
favorably on bills in the
house of origin (in this

case, the Minnesota
House) is March 25. The
second deadline is for
committees to act favor-
ably on bills, or com-
panions of bills, that
met the first deadline in
the other house (in this
case, the Minnesota
Senate) is April 1. The
third deadline is for
committees to act favor-
ably on major appropri-
ation and finance bills
is April 8.

With session end-
ing in mid-May, many
of the bills that move
forward in the next few
weeks will likely be a
part of any end of ses-
sion agreement made
between the House and
Senate. I will be sure
to keep you updated
on these as we move
forward.

John Petersburg is
the Minnesota repre-
sentative for District
24A, which covers
Steele and Waseca
counties. He lives in
Waseca.

State House needs to act on unemployment

To-the-Editor:

Governor Walz and
the Minnesota Senate
both agree resolving the
unemployment insur-
ance trust fund deficit
with surplus dollars is
the right thing to do.
The Minnesota House
of Representatives is on
the clock.

If they do not pass a
clean bill (SF 2677) to re-
solve the unemployment

insurance trust fund
deficit by March 15, busi-
nesses in our community
will see double-digit
payroll tax increases.

Thirty-one other
states across the coun-
try have repaid unem-
ployment insurance
trust fund debts with
surplus dollars, taking
the burden of massive
payroll tax increases off
of employers.

Our businesses had no
control over the pandem-
ic and the forced busi-
ness closures — but now
could face double digit
tax increases at a time of
great economic uncer-
tainty. They shouldn’t
be penalized for unem-
ployment created by the
pandemic and forced
closures. The last thing
we need is another cost
increase, and more barri-

ers to economic recovery.

The Senate has acted
and passed SF2677. Thank
you to Sen. John Jasinski
for voting for this bill. The
House of Representatives
needs to get this done.
Thank you Rep. John Pe-
tersburg for your support
in the House.

Brad Meier
Owatonna Chamber
President

Here's how to
navigate the Steele
County Times

The Steele County
Times is a countywide
newspaper serving
all of Steele County
and the surrounding
counties.

As a helpful tool,
we’d like to share
some information
with you to help you
navigate the Times
and use it to your full-
est potential. Many of
the questions below
come from people who
want to know more
about our publication.

Houw often is the
Steele County Times
published?

The Times is a
weekly newspa-
per coming out on
Wednesday after-
noons and distributed
to most subscribers
via U.S. Mail on
Thursdays.

We also have a
strong on-line pres-
ence in which we
share breaking news
stories and update
news stories through-
out the week at www.
steelecountytimes.
com.

Why did I get a
newspaper this week
if I don’t subscribe?

This week we are
sending the newspa-
per to nearly every
household in Steele
County as a way
for you to become
acquainted with us.
This week’s paper is
representative of the
kind of news you can
expect each and every
week. We would love
to count you among
our growing reader
base.

How many people
read the Steele Coun-
ty Times?

Our circulation
is approaching the
3,000 mark. In the past
year and a half, we
have added hundreds
of new readers. This
kind of growth is
unprecedented for any
newspaper.

What can I expect
from the Steele
County Times each
week?

Our newspaper is
packed with com-
munity news, sports
and feature stories
from all communities
within Steele County,
including Blooming
Prairie, Ellendale,
Medford and Owaton-
na. We provide home-
town news of people
that matter most to
you-friends, neigh-
bors and people in
your community. We
are 100% local with
everything we do. Our
motto is ALWAYS
LOCAL, ALL THE
TIME.

How do I sub-
scribe?

There are four easy
ways to subscribe to
the weekly newspa-
per:

» In person- at one
of our two offices in
Blooming Prairie (411
E. Main St.) and Owa-
tonna (109 W. Rose St.)

* By phone- call
us at 507-583-4431 and
we’d be glad to take
payment over the
phone.

* On-line- you can
go to www.steelecoun-
tytimes.com and click
on the “subscribe”
button on the right
side at the very top.

» Mail- send
payment of $49 for 14
months for print edi-
tion or $35 for E-Edi-
tion to Steele County
Times, P.O. Box 247,
Blooming Prairie, MN
55917 or 109 W. Rose
St., Owatonna, MN
55060.

What’s E-Edition?

For those who
would :
prefer to access the
newspaper on-line
instead of a printed

copy, we offer the
E-Edition, which is an
electronic form of the
entire newspaper. The
E-Edition is generally
available late Wednes-
day afternoon. We are
currently offering an
E-Edition only special
of $35 for 14 months.
Call our office for
more details.

What’s this news-
letter I hear people
get during the week?

We offer a service
called E-Blast, which
is an electronic news-
letter highlighting
major news stories
of the week. We also
utilize this service
to provide breaking
news stories when
they occur. We send
an alert to your email,
which directs you to
our website for the
news update we are
putting out. Just call
our office and ask to
be placed on E-Blast.
All we need is your
email address.

How do I submit
a news item or story
idea?

We are always look-
ing for news items and
story ideas to share
with our readers. You
can come into one of
our offices, call us or
email information to
news@steelecounty-
times.com.

How do I place an
advertisement?

We have qualified
people to help you
with your advertise-
ments. You can reach
out to us by coming
into one of our offices,
calling us or emailing
to news@steelecoun-
tytimes.com.

Can I submit a
letter to the editor?

Yes, we always ac-
cept letters to the edi-
tor or guest columns.
However, they must
be signed and contact
information must be
given to us so we can
verify the letter or
column. Letters are
generally 300 words or
less and columns can
go up to 500 words.

Where is the news-
paper printed?

Our newspaper is
printed at the House of
Print in Madelia. The
House of Print prints
roughly 35 newspa-
pers across southern
Minnesota as well as
several daily news-
papers throughout
the region. Readers
have often commented
about the excellent
print quality of our
newspaper.

Houw big is your
news staff and what
kind of experience
does it offer?

We have a team
of seven editors and
writers representing
175 combined years
of journalism expe-
rience. Most of the
members of our news
team have been in the
business for 20, 30 or
more years. This is
highly unusual for a
publication of our size.
We feel fortunate to
offer dedicated and tal-
ented journalists who
share a strong passion
for community news.

Isn’t the newspa-
per industry dying?

Absolutely not!

We are living proof
that the industry
can thrive and will
be around for many
years to come. Just
like any industry,
ours has experienced
challenges in recent
years. But we are
confident that be-
ing hyper-local will
allow newspapers to
survive. We continue
to grow as readers
want to be connected
to their communities
and know what’s
going on.
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Can COVID-19 cause shingles?

Dear Savvy Senior,

Houw effective is the
shingles vaccine and what
is the CDC recommen-
dation for getting it? My
older brother and sister,
both in their fifties, got
COVID a few months
back followed by shingles.
Do you know ifthereisa
connection between these
viruses, and would the
shingles vaccine have
protected them?

Scared of Shingles

Dear Scared,

Great question! Many
healthcare profession-
als across the country
have been urging their
older patients to get the
shingles vaccine (in
addition to the COVID-19
vaccinations) during
the pandemic because
getting COVID-19 can
increase your chances
of developing shingles.
And the more severe
case of COVID you get,
the greater your risk for
shingles.

The reason for this
is because when you
contract COVID-19 your
immune system becomes
compromised fighting
off the virus, which gives
shingles —a virus that al-
ready exist in your body
if you’ve had chickenpox
—achance to reactivate.

Here’s what you
should know about
shingles, the shingles
vaccine, and the Centers
for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) recom-
mendations.

What are Shingles?

Shingles, also known
as herpes zoster, is a
burning, blistering skin
rash that affects around 1
million Americans each
year. The same virus
that causes chickenpox
causes shingles. What
happens is the chick-
enpox virus that most
people get as kids never
leaves the body. It hides
in the nerve cells near
the spinal cord and, for
some people, emerges lat-

Prairie Manor Care Center

& Heather Haus

er in the form of shingles.

In the U.S., about one
out of every three people
will develop shingles
during their lifetime.
While anyone who’s had
chickenpox can get shin-
gles, it most commonly
occurs in people over age
50, along with people who
have weakened immune
systems. But you can’t
catch shingles from
someone else.

Early signs of the
disease include pain,
itching or tingling before
a blistering rash appears
several days later, and
can last up to four weeks.
The rash typically occurs
on one side of the body,
often as a band of blisters
that extends from the
middle of your back
around to the breastbone.
It can also appear above
an eye or on the side of
the face or neck.

In addition to the rash,
about 20 to 25 percent of
those who get shingles
go on to develop severe
nerve pain (postherpetic
neuralgia, or PHN) that
can last for months or
even years. And in rare
cases, shingles can also
cause strokes, encepha-
litis, spinal cord damage
and vision loss.

Shingles Vaccine

The vaccine for shin-
gles called Shingrix (see
Shingrix.com) provides
much better protection
than the old shingles
vaccine, Zostavax.

Manufactured by
GlaxoSmithKline,
Shingrix is 97 percent
effective in preventing
shingles in people 50 to 69
years old, and 91 percent
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effective in those 70 and
older.

Shingrix also does a
terrific job of preventing
nerve pain that contin-
ues after a shingles rash
has cleared - about 90
percent effective.

Because of this pro-
tection, the CDC recom-
mends that everyone age
50 and older, receive the
Shingrix vaccine, which
is given in two doses,
separated by two to six
months.

Even if you've already
had shingles, you still
need these vaccinations
because reoccurring
cases are possible. The
CDC also recommends
that anyone previously
vaccinated with Zostavax
be revaccinated with
Shingrix.

You should also know
that Shingrix can cause
some adverse side effects
for some people, includ-
ing muscle pain, fatigue,
headache, fever and
upset stomach.

Shingrix — which
averages around $205 for
both doses - is covered
by most private health
insurance plans includ-
ing Medicare Part D
prescription drug plans,
but there may be a cost
to you depending on your
plan. Contact your insur-
er to find out.

Send your senior
questions to: Savvy Se-
nior, P.0. Box 5443, Nor-
man, OK 73070, or visit
SavvySenior.org. Jim
Miller is a contributor
to the NBC Today show
and author of “The Sav-
vy Senior” book.

Business owner loses battle with cancer

< BUSINESS from A1l
pointments during her
cancer battle.

Johnson called Eaker
“the energizer bunny
of energy.” Eaker was
known as a hard work-
er, driven, detail orient-
ed, kind and generous,
Johnson said. “She
loved her work, cared
for her co-workers and
enjoyed her customers,”
she said, adding she
had worked behind the
scenes even recently.

Eaker will be remem-
bered for always being
on the cutting edge of
innovation, advertising
and customer service,
Johnson said.

“Donnavon will be
deeply missed but her
example will influence
my life in many ways for
years to come,” Johnson
said. “It comforts me to

know she knew Jesus
Christ as her Lord and
Savior and lived each
day as a witness.”

Doctors diagnosed
Eaker with non-small
lung cancer in Novem-
ber 2020. At the time a
CT scan showed cancer
in the brain, bones,
liver, lymph nodes and
a tumor in the lung.
She immediately began
treatment at the Mayo
Clinic in Rochester.

“I'm not ready to
hang it up yet,” Eak-
er said during a 2020
interview with the
Times shortly after her
diagnosis. “I will fight
this,” she said with
determination.

Among the treatments
she received was Keytru-
da, a relatively new drug
that is immunotherapy
for advanced non-small
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PANTHER OF THE WEEK

This week’s Panther of the Week
| is TTANNA WALLACE. She is the
daughter of Kurt and Alicia

Wallace and they reside in Geneva.
! Tianna is in Mr. Beynon’s third
grade class.

Tianna really excels in staying
positive and being respectful. She
is always offering to help Mr. Beynon with tasks around
the room and she'll sacrifice her free time to help others.
Tianna always has a positive attitude and she’s incredibly

Tianna loves riding bike and riding horse during the
summer! Keep up the great work Tianna!
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Ellendale
507-684-2331

lung cancer patients.
While chemo doesn’t
penetrate the brain, Key-
truda does get at it.

Throughout the bat-
tle, Eaker leaned on her
faith to get her through
the darkest times. “I let
my faith be bigger than
my fear,” Eaker said. “I
know Jesus is sur-
rounding his arms and
protecting me. I can’t
imagine anyone without
faith. It would be such a
deep hole.”

Eaker expressed a
great amount of hope
during her cancer bat-
tle. “If I don’t have hope,
it’s a darn lonely road to
go down,” she said.

The cancer diagno-
sis forced Eaker to be
away much of the time
from the meat market.
She became emotional
on Christmas Eve 2020
when she couldn’t be
at work on the busiest
day of the year helping
at the store. Instead she
was receiving chemo.

Eaker graduated from
Claremont High School
in 1968 and attended
beauty school in Farib-
ault. The family moved
to Ellendale in 1973 when
they purchased Pete and
Rubes Market, paving
the way to it becoming
the legendary Steve’s
Meat Market.

In addition to owning
the business, Eaker was
heavily involved in the
community. Her biggest
passion was leading the
Ellendale Days commit-
tee and organizing the
Ellendale centennial.

She was involved on
the boards of the Min-
nesota Association of
Meat Processors and the
American Association
of Meat Processors for
many years.

Funeral services
were held Wednesday at
First Lutheran Church
in Ellendale.

A full obituary can
be found on Page A17.

History from the News Archives

All I have on is KRFO'

Todd Hale, Arnie Schuman and Pink Allen gather at Central Park to advertise

.

Crazy Dayz in Owatonna. They prominently boasted that “all | have on is KRFO."
This photo is one of many featured at the current music display at the Steele
County History Center in Owatonna. The music display runs through the end of

the year.

10 Years Ago

March 10, 2012
RICK L. BUSSLER, PUBLISHER

After being vacant for several
years, alandmark restaurant in
Mower County is about to come to
life again. But, this time it won’t be
as a restaurant. Lansing Corners
has rich history of being an enter-
tainment venue in the region dating
back to 1938, will open as an event
center later this month and will be
called Lansing Corners Event Cen-
ter, according to owner Dave Olson.
It will officially open March 24 with
a wedding reception. Not only avail-
able for weddings, but graduation
and retirement parties and pretty
much any types of special events.

Blooming Prairie’s highest
educator is being recognized as one
of the top administrators in Minne-
sota. Barry Olson, superintendent
since 2001, will be honored as an ad-
minister of excellence. The veteran
superintendent is being honored for
his leadership, concern for students
and active involvement in profes-
sional and community affairs. He
is active in the Blooming Prairie
Education Foundation, Lions Club,
Chamber of Commerce and a for-
mer member of the Minnesota High
School League.

20 Years Ago

March 5, 2002
ELSIE SLINGER, EDITOR

Blooming Prairie Elementary
school students had fun with dress
up Fridays in February. The win-
ners of “Hat Day” are Kyle Rossow,
Aaron Schroeder, Erin Johnson,
Autumn Hamberg, Ashley Hueman,
Collin McDonald, Adam Driessen,
Isaac Clark, Josh Kaplan, Nicole
Weiss, Allison Stoltz, Lyndsay Pryor
and Time Decker.

At the Chili Supper held in
Blooming Prairie last Saturday
night, many made and brought their
favorite chili recipes for enjoying. At
the supper, Jim Fieberger won the
“Inferno” category; Kim Lea won
the “Unique Class” and the “Peo-
ple’s Choice” category and Worlein
Funeral Home won the “Theme”
category.

50 Years Ago

March 6,1972
VICTOR, VERNON & VRYLE KREJCI,
PUBLISHERS

George D. Carroll announced
this week that he has sold the
Round-the-Clock Laundromat in
Blooming Prairie, which he opened
in 1959, to Howard R. Kusske.

The new owner will take over the
operation on March 10. Kusskeis a
former employee of the Blooming
Prairie Coop and has resided here
for a number of years. He plans

to continue operation at the same
location and in a manner similar to
the previous owner.

Two members of the Blooming
Prairie FFA chapter won top honors
in the District and Regional State
Farmers Review recently. They
are Don Olson, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Christy Olson and Gary Schultz, son
of Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Schultz.

CORRECTION

The two young men ranked first

and second respectively among 53
applicants from nineteen schools in
District 14 and proceeded to advance
to regions. There are over 35 FFA
Chapters in Region 7. They both now
advance to state competition.

75 Years Ago

March 13, 1947
FRANK KREJCI, PUBLISHER

More than usual interest was
displayed Tuesday by Blooming
Prairie Township voters in their
election. A total of 126 votes were
cast with results as follows: Harold
Engler, supervisor receiving 48
votes; Incumbent, Wm. Wanous, 41
votes; H. H. Jensen, who did not file
ran a strong as a sticker candidate
with 33 votes. Robert E. Johns had
no opposition for assessor and was
high vote getter with 113. It was
voted to raise $9000 for the road and
bridge fund.

Blooming Prairie basketball
squad, winners of the sub-district
championship at Albert Lea last Fri-
day are continuing their winning
streak. Wednesday night at Austin,
they eliminated Spring Valley by a
score of 32-23, and thus are crowned
“B” champs for Dist. 2. They will
battle for final Class “A” champi-
onship tomorrow (Friday) night
by playing the winner of the game
between Austin and Albert Lea.
This is the second straight year that
the Blossoms have been contenders
for the Class “A” championship.

OWATONNA PHOTO NEWS

31 Years Ago

March 7, 1991
TOM SHEA, PUBLISHER

This past Monday no doubt was
a tough day for “Mayor of Main
Street” Paul I1lg, who just marked
30 years at P & H Automotive
on Main Street, said goodbye on
March 4 to the Owatonna Fire De-
partment. A retirement reception
for Paul and his wife was held at
the Firehall. After 42 years of ser-
vice as a volunteer firefighter, Paul
reluctantly has decided to hang up
his boots and helmet, and turn in
his pager. He still says he can beat
his neighbor, Dennis Hickok, to the
station when the alarm sounds,
but he knows it is time for him to
say “enough is enough.” “It’ll be
hard to give it up,” said Paul to the
crowd, admitting he would have
a hard time at his last drill meet-
ing this past Monday. But Illg can
leave knowing that he gave it his
all. The Owatonna Fire Depart-
ment is what it is today because of
men like him.

Owatonna’s Mark Randall and
Scott Bangs were named to the
sixteen member All-Big Nine Boys’
Basketball Team by conference
coaches. Randall and Bangs are
both seniors and lead scorers for
the Indians on the season. Randall,
who plays point guard, averages
20 points per games and leads the
team in assists with 64. Bangs, a
wing, averages 19 points per games
and is the teams top 3-point shooter
with 55 treys on the season. Reid
Stransky, a senior center received
honorable mention.

In history photo featured in last week’s edition, the Times incorrectly
stated that Roger Tenney had passed away. He is still alive and living at a care
facility in the Twin Cities, according to local historian Todd Hale. The Times
apologizes for this inadvertent error and any confusion this may have caused.
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With less than a
weeKk left in the special
election campaign
filing period, it looks
like Minnesota’s First
Congressional District
is headed for a primary
on its path to filling the
seat of the late Rep. Jim
Hagedorn.

He died of kidney
cancer Feb. 17, forcing
a series of elections to
find his successor for
the remainder of his
term, which expires in
January, and to select
anew Congressman
for 2022-24. Funeral
services were held
this past Saturday in
Truman.

Confirmed candi-
dates

State Rep. Jeremy
Munson (R-23B), of Lake
Crystal, has thrown
his hat in the ring; he’s
already announced he
won’t run for re-election
at the state level.

According to the
Minnesota Secretary of
State website, Repub-
licans Bob “Again”
Carney Jr. and Ken
Navitsky have also filed
for the seat.

Readjusted boundary
lines for the district
brought both Wabasha
and Goodhue counties
into the fold, which
in turn has brought
Red Wing resident and
businessman Richard
DeVoe into play.

He joins Richard
Painter, a law professor
at the University of
Minnesota who has said
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District 1 on track to see special election primary

he will move to Farib-
ault, on the Democratic
ticket.

Ballotpedia.com lists
Republican Michael
Hastings as a candidate
in the Republican pri-
mary; Logan Wajer, of
Worthington, has filed
for the general election
as an Independent.

Voting boundaries

But not everyone in
the newly drawn First
Congressional District
can vote in the string of
elections that is re-
quired to fill Hagedorn’s
seat.

Only those who lived
within the old district
boundaries can vote
in the special election
processes, because
they’re the people who
were represented by
Hagedorn.

All residents of the wasn’t finished with
updated Congressional politics.
District 1 are eligible Also rejecting a bid
to vote in the primary to run were Republican
for the general election, state senators Carla
as well as the general Nelson of Rochester and
election itself. Julie Rosen of Fair-
Other candidates? mont, as well as Repub-

Hagedorn, a two-

lican Jason Baskin, an

term legislator, edged Austin City Council
out Democrat Dan member.
Feehan in 2018, with Jennifer Carnahan,
amargin of just 1,300 Hagedorn’s widow and
votes out of a total of the former chair of the
nearly 292,000. It was Minnesota Republi-
one of the closest races can Party, has people
in the nation. speculating that she’ll
Their 2020 rematch step in to fulfill her late
wasn'’t as close; Hage- husband’s term. She
dorn defeated Feehan resigned from her state
by 3% of the vote, with role amid a fundraising
a third-party candidate controversy and her
picking up nearly 6%. association with a man
Feehan said last indicted for sex traf-
week he wouldn’t be ficking.
running in the special Brad Finstad, a
election, but hinted he former Republican

ng

state representative
from New Ulm, is also
considered a likely can-
didate, though he hasn’t
announced any plans.

Election season

The filing period for
the special election ends
Tuesday. The primary
for the special election
is May 24; the special
election — with the win-
ner filling Hagedorn’s
seat until January —is
Aug. 9.

The filing period for
the general election is
May 17-31. The primary
for the general election
will also be Aug. 9, and
will set the ballot for the
Nov. 8 general election.

The winner of that
election will serve a full
two-year term in the
U.S. House of Represen-
tatives.

STAFF PHOTOS BY RICK BUSSLER

Working together

Christians mark the start
of the Lenten season

by having ashes placed
on their foreheads.

Rev. Todd Buegler

and Rev. Amanda Floy
of Trinity Lutheran
Church in Owatonna
imposed ashes on
parishioners with the
words: "Remember that
you are dust, and to
dust you shall return."
Lent is the six-week
period leading up

to Easter, one of the
most important times
of the year for many
Christians.

Over the past and the needs we
few years we are facing.
have become It is time to
accustomed to embrace the indi-
sharing our opin- viduals we come
ions with little or in contact with,
no regard for the not just our fami-
consequences. ly and friends, but
As aresult, our RN o 20 strangers also.
communities e ¢ And,itistime
are feeling the Steele Talkin for us to embrace
impact, neighbor ~ STEPHANIE KIBLER  ourselves.
against neighbor, Research
business against shows by per-

business, a me first attitude.
Over the last two weeks,
the country appears to be
slowly uniting. Sadly, it seems
to be centered around the
attack on the Ukraine. The
unified front across not only
our country but the world
has been uplifting. Countries

forming or observing kind
acts every day boosts happi-
ness. It also shows that kind-
ness from one helps foster
kindness in others. We often
take our cues from leaders,
coworkers, and others we in-
teract with daily. Why not be
the kind person from whom

taking in refugees, companies  others take their cues?
removing Russian made items In addition, studies have
from store shelves, donations found that being kind is

streaming in for basic needs. I
am truly in awe of how quick-
ly we all came together.

Imagine if we could do this
in our daily lives, one block at
a time. The neighbor who is
struggling to get that last bit
of ice off their driveway, or a
kind word on a Facebook post
or maybe no word at allon a
Facebook post.

It is time we dial back the
rhetoric, focus on how we can
become a positive contrib-
utor to our local and global
society. Stop arguing with
one another and listen to each
other’s opinions with an open
ear. We do not have to agree,
but we do need to get back to
being respectful and con-
siderate of each other. Stop
spreading inaccurate infor-
mation. Instead take the time
to verify what we are shar-
ing, have honest and open
communication on the issues

linked to increased feelings
of happiness, wellbeing, and
life satisfaction for people of
all ages. Across a range of
studies, people who carry out
acts of kindness are found to
experience greater wellbeing.
So, let’s take pause before
we type that social media re-
sponse or blurt out something
we may regret. Let’s take
the time to choose our words
carefully and with kindness.
Let’s lead with compassion,
follow with kindness.

Stephanie Kibler resides
in Ellendale and serves on
the city council. She is also
the executive director of the
Freeborn County Historical
Museum in Albert Lea. Steele
Talkin’ is a regular column
featuring authors represent-
ing various organizations
throughout Steele County.

Area historians resurrect
sign from old ballroom

mq::i"l"ﬂ'f
BY RICK BUSSLER for dancing for many The large sign has
PUBLISHER decades. finally found a perma-
The sign once had nent home at the Steele

It would be easy to hung on a pole in front County History Center
say Terry Prokopecand  of the ballroom. in Owatonna where it’s
Lloyd Kaplan literally Prokopec and currently on display
have a nose for history. Kaplan approached for the music exhibit,

Something caught the owners, Ted and which runs throughout
their eye as they drove Shelly Janning, about the year.
by Bixby a few years the sign. The Jan- “I’'m glad we sal-
back when they were nings donated it to the vaged it,” said Kaplan
making several trips local historians. LeRoy while looking at the
to Blooming Prairie for Sommers showed up sign all spiffed up and
another history project. with his trailer and lit up just like old days.
They saw a sign lying hauled it away to his “I’'m sure it would have w Y
in the weeds. Upon place for about seven eventually been de- x I
investigating a little years before he moved stroyed, bull dozed.” STAFF PHOTO BY RICK BUSSLER
further, they discovered  off the farm. It was then Kaplan recalled the Several local history buffs have saved a sign that once illuminated outside Zeiner's
it was a sign for Zeiner’s  moved to Bill Hartle’s condition of the sign Ballroom in Bixby. Those who assisted in getting the sign displayed at the Steele
Ballroom, which had place for another four when they discovered it.  County History Center include, from left: Terry Prokopec, LeRoy Sommers and Lloyd
been a booming hub years. See AREAon A17 »  Kaplan. The sign will be on display throughout the year as part of the music display.

© 314 E. Main St. | Blooming Prairie
507-583-7528

> 685 W. Bridge St., Suite 6 | Owatonna
507-451-9136

2133 N. Broadway | New Richland
507-465-8100

Johnson, Doerhoefer
& Miner P.A.

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS
johndoercpa.com

We understand small business
because we are a small business
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Record year tor Hometown Sampler

Benefit raises $28K for
Community Pathways

BY HOWARD LESTRUD
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

The top was blown
off the record books for
the 28th annual Home-
town Sampler that sup-
ports the Steele County
Food Shelf, now called
Community Pathways
of Steele County, Inc.

With the exception
of amissed year in 2021
due to COVID-19, the
Hometown Sampler
Concert Series has
brought local musical
talent together to help
raise funds for the Steele
County Food Shelf.

The weekend of mu-
sic supports community
hunger needs.

Dom Korbel, execu-
tive director of Commu-
nity Pathways of Steele
County, couldn’t believe
the total that rang up
after four concert shows

State Farm is there.

Plemel Insurance Agency Inc
Judy Plemel, Agent

920 Hoffman Drive
Owatonna, MN 55060

Bus: 507-451-4619

helped raise funds to
perpetuate the Com-
munity Pathways food
shelf.

He revealed the
grand total for the four
concerts at $28,032.
Pathways volunteers
also collected 200
pounds of food.

Attendance was list-
ed at 1,200 for the four
shows held at the Little
Theatre in Owatonna.

“The overwhelming
generosity of our Steele
County residents just
amazes me,” said Korbel.

Korbel dusted off his
trusty calculator for the
four shows and came up
with these impressive
totals:

- Friday: $11,775

- Saturday afternoon:
$3,938

- Saturday evening:
$4,806

Great auto

rates for any
budget.

Everyone's budgets are different. | can help
with options to personalize your auto policy
to get a surprisingly great rate that fits
yours. Call me for a quote today.

Like a good neighbor.

Individual premiums and budgets will vary by customer.
All applicants subject to State Farm'underwriting requirements.

State Farm Mutual Automobile
Insurance Company

State Farm Indemnity Company
Bloomington, IL

State Farm County Mutual Insurance
Company of Texas
Richardson, TX

2101549

oo StateFarm:

» Sunday: $7,513

Four very talented
musical groups enter-
tained some lively audi-
ences following action
on the LTO stage. The
musical lineup looked
like this:

Turn the Page-
Colin Whalen, John
Lestock, Jessica Dant,
Paul Kunkel, Vianna
Bohlen and Scott Rog-
ness.

Bad Tangerines—
Michael Ferch, Erin
Terres, Tammi Ferch,
Libby Berg, Don Hettin-
ga, Jodie DeKam and
Dan Dent.

The Gogs-John
Weisenburger, Lind-
sey Hugstad-Vaa, Nate
Sherwood, Mark Ander-
son, Soren Bjornstad,
Dan Leer, Marcia An-
derson and David Dow.

Mile 5-Benn
Konold, Gavin Glynn,
D.J. Chatelaine, Noah
DeKam and Logan
Johnson.

All entertainers were
invited on stage for a
finale number which

STAFF PHOTO BY HOWARD LESTRUD

The Bowman triplets of Owatonna celebrated their eighth birthdays by attending
a Community Pathways of Steele County event, the Hometown Sampler. They

were also called on stage by one of the bands. Shown from left to right are: Kelsie
Bowman, Carter Bowman and Cora Bowman.

turned out to be a pop-
ular Beatles number,
“Here Comes the Sun.”

An unexpected high-
light came mid-way in the
show when triplets Kelsie
Bowman, Carter Bow-
man and Cora Bowman
were invited on stage to
dance to the music. The
triplets were celebrating
their eighth birthdays on
this date, March 4.

Dave Otto and John
Havelka were emcees for
the Hometown Sampler.
They brought some fun-
ny humor to the evening.

At Community Path-
ways, its vision is to
promote a stronger and
healthier community
by being a trusted re-
source for food, clothing
and other support.

The food shelf exists,
says director Korbel, “be-
cause thousands of our
friends and neighbors
in Steele County rely on
our help to provide basic
needs and resources for
their families.”

Korbel continued to
elaborate on communi-
ty needs saying, “While

we wish there was no
need for our work, we
are proud of the com-
munity’s response.

“We are mindful and
grateful to the many
people who freely and
frequently volunteer
their time, dollars
and energies as well
as those who lead the
organizations we join in
partnership.”

Many of these con-
cert entertainers were
returning to the stage
for the first time since
COVID-19 struck.

A A

STAFF PHOTO BY HOWARD LESTRUD

Turn the Page, a local musical group, kicked off the Friday night Hometown Sampler performance at the Little
Theatre in Owatonna. The Sampler event raised funds for the Community Pathways of Steele County.

PublicHealth

Prevent. Promote. Protect.

- Free Radon Test Kits

- Free Car Seat Checks

PROMOTING WELLNESS...
PREVENTING DISEASE...
PROTECTING
THE HEALTH OF ALL!

Steele County Publ

COVID and Flu Vaccination Clinic
Every Wednesday from 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m. at the Public Health Office

- Mobile COVID Vaccination Clinic for
Businesses/Homes/Schools- We come to YOU!

- Free At-Home COVID Test kits (while supplies last)

- Free Cribs and Diapers Program
(for qualifying individuals)

ic Health offers:

- Well Water Testing (fee applies)

- Vaccines for all ages (for qualifying individuals)

- WIC Nutrition Services

- Health Education for Businesses and Schools

- SHIP Grants for Health Initiatives

- Home Health Care Services

- Free Pregnancy Testing

- Lead Testing

- Amazing Newborn Clinic 12:30-2 p.m. every Tuesday at
Roosevelt School in Owatonna

CALL 507-444-7650 to make an appointment

Steele County Public Health

or for more information on our programs.

https://lwww.steelecountymn.gov/public_health




STEELE COUNTY TIMES

NEWS

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 9, 2022 | A7

Sheriff to seek another term

<« SHERIFF from A1l
handling the storm as
best as it can. “Aslong
as we are doing the
right thing, it will keep
us in good with the
people,” he said.

As sheriff, Thiele
has immersed himself
into the community.
“Iinvolve myselfin
as many community
organizations as I
can,” he said, noting he
currently serves on no
less than 15 organiza-
tions on the local, state
and federal levels.

As an example,
Thiele recently took
on the role as presi-
dent of the Blooming
Prairie Foundation.
“My commitment is to
everyone in the coun-
ty,” he said.

During his latest
term in office, Thiele
has been elected to the
executive board of the
Minnesota Sheriff’s
Association. He will
become the associa-
tion’s president in 2026,
the first time Steele
County has been
represented on the
state level since former
sheriff Bill Hildeb-
randt served in 1996.

Last April he was
elected to the executive
board of FBI-LEEDA,
which is a non-profit
organization focused
on advancing the
science and art of law
enforcement leader-
ship.

He said he has be-
come instrumental in
the state and national
boards to help get rid
of law enforcement’s
black eye. “Knowing I
have a voice on most of
these boards will help
prevent problems like
in the Twin Cities,”
Thiele said.

Asked how he keeps
his schedule straight,
Thiele smiled and
pointed to the Moun-
tain Dew can next to
him. “Ilike to lead by
example,” he said. “As
sheriff, you have to be
one for the people.”

Throughout the
past four years, Thiele
has been focused on
his budget. He has
sliced nearly a half
million dollars off his
capital improvement
plan over the next
eight years by taking
advantage of various
grants and other
programs offered as a
result of COVID-19.

Some of the high-
lights include $263,000
for portable radios,
$83,000 for a pick-up
and emergency re-
sponse trailer, $42,000
for portable cell sense
detectors at the jail,

$41,000 for lifesaving
AED machines and
$41,000 for a decon-
tamination robot. All
of those came at no
cost to local taxpay-
ers.

“I'm always looking
for ways to save the
county money,” Thiele
said.

The veteran sheriff
has also been able
to re-instate the K-9
program through
community donations.
He chose to go with a
non-aggressive dog,
which offers tracking
and narcotic enforce-
ment, but does not bite
anyone. “It’s working
better than it ever
has,” he said of the K-9
program.

The sheriff’s
office added a School
Resource Officer to
Medford School last
fall after receiving
a federal grant that
covers 75% of the cost
for three years. The
remaining 25% is split
between the county
and school district.

While Minneapolis
and St. Paul have been
plagued with record
violent crime, it’s quite
the opposite in Steele
County. Thiele points
to the overall crime
rate, which is down in
the county, and violent
crime has been nearly
nonexistent.

One of the greatest
tests came last year
during the Steele
County Free Fair,
which Thiele’s office is
responsible for protect-
ing. Other neighboring
counties experienced
issues at their fairs.

“We stepped up law
enforcement at the fair
after what happened
in Olmsted County,”
Thiele said. “There are
a lot of logistics to keep
public safety at an
event of this magni-
tude,” he said, adding
Steele County lowered
calls for service and
issues at the fair.

Others have taken
notice. KFAN-Radio,
for example, named
Steele County as the
best fair in Minnesota
last year. “This comes
from a lot of team work
from fair staff and lo-
gistics of law enforce-
ment,” Thiele said.

Thiele, who super-
vises 24 sworn dep-
uties, is proud of his
department’s training.
“I'm always providing
the necessary training
and education for my
deputies within my
budget to ensure pub-
lic safety,” he said.

He noted his office
isnot as hands on as

it once was. “We have
gone from hands-on
use of force training to
training that focuses
on today’s issues. It’s
de-escalation talk
instead of hands-on,”
he said, adding much
of the training now fo-
cuses on mental health
disorders.

“I will put our
training up against
anyone in the state,”
Thiele said. “We have
phenomenal tactical
instructors that teach
everything needed in
today’s changing law
enforcement.”

As Thiele aims to
make Steele County
the safest around, he
isn’t afraid to take
a page from Andy
Griffith TV Show and
Mayberry.

“It’s not just about
driving around and
waiting for a call,”
Thiele said. “It’s about
getting out to talk
to people like Andy
Griffith did. I'm a firm
believer in presence is
power. Being visible to
the public.”

Thiele and his wife,
Brooke, have two
daughters and live
south of Owatonna.

No one has an-
nounced that they will
challenge Thiele in
this year’s election.
Filing for local and
state offices begins in
May.

For McGhee, conversations are in the bag

<4 MCGHEE from Al
some. I love communi-
cating with others.”

Communicating
comes naturally — he
gets a lot of it, as one of
Kevin and Kim Mc-
Ghee’s eight children.

“Sometimes, they
say I talk too much,” he
smiled.

A junior in high
school, the 16-year-old
has been home-schooled
for the past seven
years. He helps with the
family’s large garden
during the summer and
loves to help around
the house - “with a big
family, there’s always
chores,” he said.

His favorite thing,
though, is building
LEGO sets.

McGhee started
applying for jobs in
August, “and this one
got me first,” he said. “I
love being able to talk to
other people — custom-
ers and employees. I've
gotten to know a lot of
people.”

He works about 25
hours each week, which
fits nicely with his
schedule.

“I can get my
schoolwork done early,”
McGhee said, and be at
work by 3 p.m.

“Most of the time, he’ll
be the first one (other
employees) call to fill in,”
Olson said. “He’s the one
that will come in to cover
for them.”

pr———

STAFF PHOTO BY KAY FATE

Drew McGhee, 16, works part time at Vandal's Family
Market in Blooming Prairie, where he's known for his
chatty demeanor. The job fits nicely into his home-
school schedule and church activities.

McGhee stocks
shelves, runs the cash
register, makes salads;
“pretty much whatever
needs to be done, I do
that,” he said.

“It’s weird, but I really
love to fill these pop cas-
es,” McGhee said, point-
ing to the glass-fronted
coolers at the end of each
checkout lane.

“There’s some-
thing about seeing
them all lined up.” He

shrugged, then smiled.
“It looks good.”

He broke away from
the conversation to scan
groceries for a custom-
er, asking earnestly
how her day was going,
how her cat was doing.

Typical Drew, Olson
repeated.

“He’s a good kid,” she
said. “When he learns
new things, he shows
excitement — and he’s
always ready to learn.”

Kindergartner — Jasmine Meuwissen

4* Grade - Grant Salazar

Wi (1. 5¥ OF THE MONTH

MARCH 2022

7 Grade — Alex Gonzalez
8" Grade - Evelyn Guerrero
9" Grade - Lydia Heiderscheidt 12* Grade — Bryce Grayson

Elementary School Tigers of the Month

1st Grader — Scarlet Jensen

5% Grade - Eric Garcia

High School Tigers of the Month

10t Grade Ava Clark
11* Grade - Jenesis McGuire

\ e -
2" Grade - Lilly Krohn

6™ Grade — Natalie Wolf

3"d Grade Avery Sheeler

NOW SERVING
BREAKFAST

Join us at the Servicemen’s Club
Thursdays and Fridays
230 a.m. to 11 a.m.

Featuring:

- Omeletes
- Breakfast Sandwiches
And many other choices

210 4th St. NE - Blooming Prairie

907-583-7884

Proud supporters of the Medford Tigers.

POLY PAK PLASTICS

Medford,

Minnesota

KEEP UP THE
GOOD WORK!

MEDFORD BUS GOMPANY

Moving Kids

Forward

4

TIGERS

GREAL JOB
TIGERSI

Medford
Teacher's
Union

TFIN

Building Soiut|0ns

Quality products
Integrated design

GONGKATULATIO -
STUDENTS OF THE MONTH,

wwWw. tﬂnbuﬂdlngsolutlons com

PROUDLY SERVING
STEELE COUNTY

Brick-Meger Funeral Home

Medford Funeral Home

megercares.com
507.451.1457

MEDEGRD

| TIGERS

Great job! You make
our school proud.

Medford Public Schools
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An African Journey

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Reading is contiguous throughout Owatonna Schools, including Wilson Elementary, which recently featured
a Family Night for students and parents. Top: Some students are having fun picking out books to read.
Bottom: The night featured local children's author and illustrator, Joni Oeltjenbruns. Oeltjenbruns is from
Owatonna and is the author and/or illustrator of a number of children's books. She provided an interactive

OWATONNA

PUBLIC SCHOOLS

ne &

Owatonna Online
accepting registration

Owatonna Online, struction from licensed
the accredited K-12 Owatonna teachers.
online public school of- The flexible schedule
fered free through Owa-  features personalized
tonna Public Schools for  options and self-pacing,
any Minnesota student, with support available.
is accepting registra- Visit owatonnaonline.
tions. Owatonna Online  org for more informa-
offers strong core in- tion and to register.

demonstration of the writing and illustration process using her book, “Rafu: An African Journey."

Spread the Word to End the Word campaign

School Calendar

Important Upcoming School Dates

March 10: Owatonna Middle School Conferences
March 24: End of third quarter

March 25: No school, teacher work day

March 28-April 1: No school, spring break

April 15: No school

May 30: No school

June 2: Last day of school

June 3: Graduation

Upcoming School Board meetings

March 14: 5:30 p.m. — School Board Work Session

March 21: 5:30 p.m. — School Board Meeting (note
date change)

April 11: 5:30 p.m. — School Board Work Session

April 25: 5:30 p.m. — School Board Meeting

May 9: 5:30 p.m. — School Board Work Session

May 23: 5:30 p.m. — School Board Meeting

All School Board meetings are held in the Small

BY JILLIAN STAUFFER still use it as a regular The campaign was pledge, it signifies Group Forum at Owatonna High School
OHS MAGNET WRITER part of their vocabu- founded in 2009 by to that student and
lary. Senior Justice college students Soeren others that they will
Spread the Word Holmes said, “It’sreally ~ Palumbo and Tim remove dehumanizing

to End the Word is frustrating to see how Shriver with the focus language from their 5 t l/lde I/l tS Of t he We 6 k
a campaign to raise many students here will  of not only eliminating vocabulary and work
awareness on the throw this word around  the use of the R word to include others at the
hurtful effects of the without thinking of but also to strive for high school and in the Elementa rU SChOOl
“R” word and encour- how it affects others.” inclusion for all people community. Students
age people to pledge to This is also a time to with intellectual and will also receive brace- Quinn Knudson
stop usingit. Anational = focus on how OHS can developmental disabil- lets about inclusion to Second Grade
awareness day is held better incorporate stu- ities. Since 2009, over raise awareness. Ms. Parents: Nikkole Schwichten-
on the first Wednesday dents with disabilities 840,000 people and more  Ulferts said, “My hope berg
of each March, and took  into student life. Special  than 6,000 schools have would be to see every Matthew Knudson

place on March 2. Many  Education Teacher Ms. participated in signing single student and staff
schools choose to incor- Michele Ulferts said, the online pledge to stop  member’s name on that
porate this campaign “I'would love to see using hurtful language pledge.” While signing
onto their campus, students with disabil- and work towards aname on a pledge or
including here at Owa- ities be more a part inclusion. wearing a bracelet is
tonna High School. of mainstream high OHS students will a symbolic action that
At OHS, the hope school things like danc-  be able to participate does very little in the
of this campaign is to es and Snow Week.” Itis  in this campaign real world, it can be a
raise awareness on the important to constantly by signing the “End step in the right direc-
harmful effects of the be thinking of ways to The R Word” pledge tion for the school as a
R word towards the include all in the school ~ in common areas at whole to learn ways to
many students who and community. lunch. By signing this spread inclusivity.

The Addams Family takes stage
|

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Students at Owatonna High School performed the Addams Family musical last week. Based on Charles
Addams' original macabre cartoons, the Addams Family musical conjured the irreverent spirit and morbid
humor of the comics while illustrating that though the unknown may be frightening, when we face the
darkness, love and acceptance await.

Quinn is an amazing leader in
our second grade class! She is

a hard worker who always puts
forth her best efforts. Quinn is a friend to everyone,
and she is always willing to help her classmates and
her teachers. Keep up the great work, Quinn!

Yadira Colunga

Fifth Grade

Parents: Ada Colunga Luna
and Jesus Colunga Gomez
Yadira amazes us with her
ability to adjust from living in
Mexico and speaking Spanish, to
living in Minnesota and speak-
ing English. She is a talented artist and avid reader
who picks up new math skills quickly. Yadira is a
kind, compassionate friend, and we are thankful
that she is a part of our learning community!

High School

Skyllar Ortega

Senior

Parents: Desiree Gowlland

and Salvador Ortega

Sky continues to grow in aca-

demics, extracurricular activi-

ties such as carolers and concert
~ .1 choir, and her interactions with

others. She is a positive influence on other students

in the classroom, whether it’s helping them with

work, or showing them compassion. We are so

proud of you, Sky!

Logen Rink-Bermea

Senior

Parent: Julie Garza

Logen has been doing outstand-
ing work in his Algebra II class!
It has been great to see him
succeed! Logen is inclusive of his
. peers, always has a smile on his
face, and he is willing to help anyone at any time!
Keep up the great work, Logen!

United \@\W‘I/@ % CF
way = $ = D THANK YOU
i S g u‘_ﬁﬂg_@;‘ FOR GETTING INVOLVED.
3?Islteede¥:agounty e Steele County Free Fair LIVING UNITED.

=

LIVE UNITED

THANK YOU for your support in 2021
1850 Austin Road Ste 103 | Owatonna, MN 55060 | 507-455-1180
www.unitedwaysteelecounty.org

HOME OF THE HONEST MECHANICS!

HONEST-1°
AUTO CARE

1125 S. Oak Ave. ® Owatonna
507-431-4576 » www.Honest10Owatonna.com

7 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Monday-Friday
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serlimes

ALWAYS LOCAL. ALL THE TIME.

Your TRUSTED source for local news!

We offer 175 combined years of journalistic expertise.

RICK BUSSLER
Publisher

Rick began his journalistic career in 1981 as an eighth grader by working at his
hometown newspaper, the Brownton Bulletin. He has a mass communications
degree from Minnesota State University Mankato. Since then, he has worked for
several weekly newspapers and KAAL-TV as a news reporter. He also has 20 years
of law enforcement experience where he produced and hosted a cable TV show for
the police department. Rick has owned the Steele County Times since 2009 and
is excited to focus solely on local news for readers.

DEB FLEMMING

News Editor

Deb brings 30 years of journalism experience to the Steele County Times. She has
spent most of her career reporting and editing community newspapers. She began
her career at her hometown newspaper, the Waseca Daily Journal. She is a former
editor of the Owatonna People’s Press (1985-1992) and the Mankato Free Press
(1995-2005). She has also served as an adjunct professor for the St. Cloud State
University's Department of Mass Communication.

KAY FATE
Staff Writer

Ray is another journalist offering 30 years of journalism experience to readers of

the Times. She began her career at the Owatonna People’s Press in 1989. Since
then, she has worked at papers across southeast Minnesota and spent 10 years as
the public safety reporter for the Post Bulletin in Rochester. She has a bachelor’s
degree in education from the University of Northern Iowa and has used that in her
journalism work, as well, educating many civic groups on the importance of local
media. She has also worked at KAAL-TV in Rochester.

JONI HUBRED
Staff Writer

Joni has recently joined the Steele County Times and brings with her 35 years of
journalism experience as a reporter and editor. She is an award-winning journalist
who began her career in the mid-1980s at a small town newspaper in Minnesota
and continued in Michigan for many years before moving back to Minnesota last
year. She grew up in rural Minnesota with a passion for reading and creative
writing. She is passionate about community journalism.

HOWARD LESTRUD

Contributing Writer

Howard has been recognized by the Minnesota Newspaper Association for his 50
years in the newspaper business, most of which was as an editor for ECM
Publishers, Inc. in Forest Lake. He also has done stints at newspapers in Albert Lea
and Winona. Howard has been with the Steele County Times for the past six years.

We’re a team you can count on for
the area’s best hometown news!
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BLOOMING PRAIRIE

MARCH 14
7 p.m.— City
Council Meeting

MARCH 15
10 a.m. — Online
Storytime, BP Library

ELLENDALE/HOPE/GENEVA

MARCH T
11 a.m. — SEMCAC,
Community Building

MARCH 14
11 a.m. — SEMCAC,
Community Building

OWATONNA/MEDFORD

MARCH 12

S p.m. — Evening
for Kid's Sake Gala
Fundraiser, Torey's

MARCH 14

4:30 p.m. —
Owatonna Park Board
Meeting, City Hall

5:30 p.m. —
Moonlighters Exchange
Club, Owatonna VFW

MARCH 15

10:30 a.m. — Online
Storytime, Owatonna
Library

MARCH 17

7 p.m.- Band
Concert at High
School

MARCH 21
7 p.m.- School
Board Meeting

7 p.m. — Berlin
Township Meeting,
Community Building

MARCH 16
11 a.m. — SEMCAC,
Community Building

4:30 p.m. —
Owatonna Library
Board Meeting, Library

7 p.m. — Owatonna
City Council Meeting,
City Hall

MARCH 16
4 p.m. — Owatonna
EDA Meeting, City Hall

MARCH 17-19

9 a.m. - North
American Farm &
Power Show, Four
Seasons Centre

Prohibition and
Historic Pub
Trivia coming to
History Center

The Steele County
Historical Society
(SCHS) announces the
program “History of
Prohibition in Steele
County” to be present-
ed by Nancy Vaillan-
court and Steve Wencl
on Thursday, March
10 beginning at 6:30
p.m.

This free event to
the public will take
place at the Steele
County History Cen-
ter, 1700 Austin Road,
Owatonna. Following
the presentation,
SCHS will host its first
Historic Pub Trivia
Night!

This free event tells
the story, beginning

in the 1920s, of home
stills, bootlegging,
and moonshine in the
Steele County area.
Small area farms were
the masters of disguise
as home stills and
moonshine eluded law
enforcement of that
day. Starting at 7:30
p.m., teams will com-
pete through several
rounds of boozy trivia
with the winning team
receiving a prize.
Doors will open
at 6 p.m. with wine,
beer, and soft drinks
available for pur-
chase along with free
snacks. Please call
507-451-1420 for more
information.

Sudoku Corner
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Sponsored by:

¢ VALLEYVIEW ASSISTED LIVING
1212 W Frontage Rd Owatonna, MN
507-451-0722 e valleyviewofowatonna.com
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Friendly
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Future childcare center gets root

STAFF PHOTO BY KAY FATE

A construction crew works late last week on the new pitched roof of the Leo Augusta Children's Academy

in Blooming Prairie. The former Minimizer building is being remodeled, and will include more than 18,000
square feet of building and land renovations on three acres. The facility will “deliver a hands-on model of child
development,” its website says, with the capacity to serve more than 100 children, infant through age 12. It's
scheduled to open this spring.

Lets polka! History Center to feature
Sturza Band as part of music tribute

The Steele County
Historical Society will
be bouncing on March
19 as it welcomes the
Dan Stursa Band into
the History Center for
an evening of old-fash-
ioned music.

The Dan Stursa
Band, a polka band hail-
ing from Steele County,
will be bringing its
unique and fun sound
to the community for
the evening, highlight-
ing some of the more
traditional sounds of the

county. The concert will
be held in the History
Center’s exhibit hall,
with the current exhibit
moved to another sec-
tion of the building so
that guests can still take
in the history and fun
of Steele County Makes
Music.

The concert will
be held on Saturday,
March 19 at 7 p.m., with
doors opening at 6:30
p.m. Guests will be per-
mitted to view the Steele
County Makes Music

exhibit as well, before
and during the show.
Concert goers will be
able to purchase wine,
beer, and soft drinks
throughout the show.

Tickets are $10 for the
general public and $5 for
Steele County Historical
Society members, and
can be purchased at the
door or ahead of time.
To pick up tickets ahead
of time, call or stop by
the History Center.

This is the first con-
cert of a series that will

be held throughout 2022
at the Steele County
Historical Society in
conjunction with the
Steele County Makes
Music exhibit. More
musical events and
performances will be
occurring throughout
the year, featuring local
artists and a variety of
different musical styles.
Contact the Steele
County Historical
Society at 507-451-1420
with any questions or to
purchase tickets.

New childrens programming being offered

The Steele County
Historical Society is
introducing a new pro-
gramming series at the
History Center, focusing
on content for children
and their caregivers.

History Detectives
is designed to provide
entertaining and edu-
cational programming
designed specifically
for children ages 2 to
10 years old as well
as their parents or
guardians. Educational
content will be rooted

in local history and
themes that can be
found in the History
Center and Village of
Yesteryear, providing
a local foundation for
learning.

Programs will be
held at the History Cen-
ter with two sections
available each time:
one for 2-5 year-olds
and one for 6-10 year-
olds. These programs
are free to attend, and
each child will be able
to leave with a craft and

take home educational
materials to allow for
continued learning.
The first series of
programs was held Mon-
day, March 7 and again
on Saturday, March 12
at 1 p.m. These sections
will focus on music and
dance and their histo-
ries and relationships
to local cultures, with
the programs coinciding
with the current exhibit
on display at the History
Center entitled Steele
County Makes Music.

Children will have the
chance to learn and per-
form dances, play music,
and create crafts under
the supervision of staff
and volunteers from the
Steele County Historical
Society.

Space is limited for
these programs, so
parents are encouraged
to call ahead to reserve
their spaces. Contact the
Steele County Historical
Society at 507-451-1420
with any questions or to
make a reservation.

AAUW to focus
on financial issues
facing women

The Owatonna Branch
of American Association
of University Women
(AAUW) will be held on
Tuesday, March 15 at the
Owatonna Arts Center.

A social hour will start
at 6:30 p.m. followed by the
meeting at 7 p.m. Masks
are required.

Christina Wetmore,
financial advisor at Amer-
iprise Financial Services,
will speak on specific finan-
cial challenges women face,

ways to address these chal-
lenges, and the psychology

of financial decisions as the

relate to women, includ-
ing the potential benefit
of working with a female
advisor.

A $5fee will be charged
at the door and the net

proceeds will be donated to

the Owatonna Arts Center.
This event is co-sponsored
by the Steele County Home

Economics Association and

the Owatonna Arts Center.
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The Knights of
Columbus Lenten
benefit fish dinner

11, at the KC Hall.

to eat” dinner will
be served in the
KC Hall and in the

whipped potatoes
with country gravy,
vegetable, roll,
coleslaw, coffee and
milk.

will be held from 5 to
7 p.m. Friday, March

The “All you care

Lounge and features
baked and fried fish,

Lenten benefit fish
dinner set for Friday

Costis $13in
advance and $14
at the door, with
children under the
age of 6 eating free.
Advance tickets
can be purchased
from these groups:
Medford - Knights
of Columbus and
Medford - Catholic
Daughters Contact:
Dan Morgan at
507-339-2146, Cathy
Nelson at 507-676-
2192, or the KC Hall,
820 S Elm Ave.

JsH LIQUOR'S

340 E MAIN e BLOOMING PRAIRIE
507-583-7557

MARCH 12: "GET LUCKY IN BP"
11 am - 1 pm BAR & OFF-SALE SPECIALS

MARCH 19: "CHILI COOK-OFF"
5 -7 pm LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS COMPETE
$5-Public invited to taste & vote

MARCH 26: "HARVEY'S RETIREMENT PARTY"
DRINK SPECIALS & MUNCHIES 3 pm to Close

APRIL 9: "CUSTOMER APPRECIATION DAY"
"36” YEARS OF BUSINESS

(EVENT DETAILS & TIMES AVAILABLE AT THE BAR)

I LOVE THIS BAR!

GREAT OPPORTUNITY TO OWN THIS HOMETOWN BAR / OFF-SALE.

CONTACT: REMAX VENTURE

STEPHANIE DIETZ CELL: 507-213-0622 OFFICE: 507-413-8100
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Ellendale tood shelt teeds a local need

BY KAY FATE
STAFF WRITER

It was like something
out of an old Laurel and
Hardy skit last week at
the Ellendale Area Food
Shelf.

“Could I speak to the
new director?” a visitor
asked a group of about
five people — all of whom
pointed at someone oth-
er than themselves.

“More of a group
effort, then?” The heads
all nodded; a few fingers
still pointed elsewhere.

Cindy Nelson eventu-
ally — and reluctantly —
took the role of spokes-
woman.

“I'mnot in charge,”
she said. “I’'m just doing
the things that I've

done forever: ordering
the food, picking up the
food...”

It hasn’t been forever,
but since 2010, it’s made
a difference for the peo-
ple who use it.

That includes Karon
Forbis and Eric Techau,
of Ellendale, who picked
up supplies last week not
only for their own fami-
ly of five, but for Forbis’s
grandmother and uncle,
as well.

“We try to get here
every week,” Forbis said
as they packed eggs,
milk, pasta, vegetables,
fruit and meat into box-
es. “It’s been a rough few
months.”

The shelf “fills a need
in this area,” Techau
said; their groceries

STAFF PHOTO BY KAY FATE

Karon Forbis and Eric Techau pause in front of a cart
filled with groceries from the Ellendale Area Food
Shelf. The couple picked up food for their family of
five, as well as items for Forbis's grandmother and
uncle. The food shelf is open from 4:30-6:30 p.m. each
Thursday at the United Methodist Church in Ellendale.

typically last them most
of the week.

And it’s unusual, for
a small food shelf: Not
many offer fresh dairy,
meat, fresh fruits and
fresh vegetables — as
well as ready-to-eat
meals.

Nelson orders food
from Channel One
Regional Food Bank
in Rochester, which is
delivered twice a month.
She also shops at Aldis,
then picks up the meat
and those prepared
meals at Kwik Trip in
Owatonna.

“I also try to get
things from (Lerberg’s
Foods) in town,” she
said. “Local people sup-
port us, so I support the
local communities.”

The food shelf,
housed at United Meth-
odist Church in Ellen-
dale, serves an average
of about two dozen
families each week. That
can easily translate
into nearly 100 people,
Nelson said, drawing
residents not only from
town, but from Bloom-
ing Prairie, Clarks
Grove and Geneva, as
well.

Every Thursday from
4:30 to 6:30 p.m., volun-
teers use the Fellowship
Hall in the church to
display the perishable
food, hygiene products,
clothing and toys. A

W

STAFF PHOTO BY KAY FATE

Last week's team of volunteers at the Ellendale Area Food Shelf included Linda
Riendeau, front, and in the back, from left, Dianne Lee, McKenzie Mueller, Matthew

Mueller, Penni Mueller, Julie Schonrock and Cindy Nelson.

freezer and refrigera-
tors are kept in another
room, along with shelves
of canned goods and
other non-perishables.
Tables were filled
with loaves of bread and
buns of all varieties;
fresh fruit included
grapefruit, apples and
pineapple. Vegetables
included cabbage, pep-
pers and onions. Much

The majority of the
volunteers are members
of the church, and last
week included high
school students up to
retirees.

But it really does take
avillage.

“We have an older
couple, a grandma and
grandpa, and every year,
they take their grand-
kids shopping” for the

food shelf, Nelson said.

“For Christmas toys,”
she clarified, “and not
just afew.”

Donations are always
welcome, of course. To
make a monetary dona-
tion, mail it to P.O. Box
295, Ellendale, MN 56026.

To drop off food, call
the Methodist Church at
507-684-2731 to schedule
atime.

of the fresh food comes
from Kwik Trip, Nelson
said, as do packages of
cookies and pastries.
Safety protocols re-
main in place; everyone
wore masks, and using

ELLENDALE AREA FOOD SHELF

» Monetary donations:
P.O. Box 295
Ellendale, MN 56026

» Food donations:

the Fellowship Hall United Methodist Church- Ellendale
was done to promote 507-684-2731

social distancing for the * Hours:

shoppers. Thursdays, 4:30-6:30 p.m.

Veteran journalist joins Times staff

Another veteran
journalist has joined the
Steele County Times.

Joni Hubred of Fari-
bault joined the Times
news staff last week as
she began working as
a staff writer. She will
be primarily covering
Medford and Owatonna
areas.

Born and raised in
Minnesota, Hubred
started her career in
community journal-
ism 35 years ago, as
areporter with the
Kanabec County Times
in Mora. From 1989 to
1999, she worked her
way up from reporter to
managing editor of the
Lakeville Life & Times,

a free weekly newspaper
eventually purchased by
ECM Publishers.
Hubred left Minne-
sota and spent 20 years
in Michigan, where she
worked for Observer &
Eccentric newspapers
in suburban Detroit and
launched the Patch.com
website for the Farming-
ton, Mich. community.
After a 2014 layoff,
she launched Farming-
ton Voice, an indepen-
dent news website that
reached an average
50,000 readers each
month with daily news
stories, a community
calendar, and conversa-
tions on social media.
She closed the website

last year, shortly after
moving back to Minne-
sota last fall to be closer
to family.

She has won several
journalism awards over
the years.

“My career really
started with co-ed-
iting my high school
newspaper and seeing
how my writing could
influence readers,” said
Hubred. “My heart is
in local news because
that’s where stories have
the greatest impact,
whether it’s boosting a
new local business or
profiling candidates
for city council. I look
forward to doing more of
that great work here.”

COVID risk drops to medium

BY RICK BUSSLER
PUBLISHER

The COVID risk
in Steele County has
dropped over the past
week.

Steele County has
moved from the high
category to medium
since last week, accord-
ing to Amber Aaseth,
interim co-director of
Steele County Public
Health. With the im-
provement, the guide-
lines for wearing masks
have been altered.

“If you are at high
risk for severe illness,
talk to your health care
provider about wheth-
er you need to wear a
mask and take other
precautions,” Aaseth
said. She added peo-
ple with symptoms, a
positive test or expo-
sure to someone with
COVID-19 should wear
amask.

Aaseth also encour-
ages people to stay up-
to-date with COVID-19
vaccines and get tested

if they have symptoms.

Positive cases and
hospitalization rates
continue to drop in
Steele County. The
hospitalization rate for
COVID at the Owaton-
na hospital is at 15%,
according to Aaseth.

There were 15 new
confirmed cases of
COVID over the past
week, the lowest in
months. Steele County
now stands at 10,234
since the pandemic
began with the death
toll remaining at 58.
There have been no
new deaths for the past
week.

This week marks
the two-year anniver-
sary of COVID-19 and
much has been learned
during that period. Aas-
eth said Public Health
has more tools than
ever before to protect
residents and prevent
COVID-19 from having
a severe impact on com-
munities.

“Vaccines, boosters,
tests, treatments and

COVID-19 STEELE AT GLANCE

New cases since Feb. 28: 15

Total new cases: 10,234

Total deaths: 58

Deaths since October 2021: 39
Vaccination Rate: 63.1%0

Total booster shots given: 12,639
Source: Steele County Public Health

high quality masks are
all available, offering
more layers of protec-
tion than we had in
2020 and 20201,” Aaseth
said. “Moving forward,
this array of tools will
help people protect
themselves and help
communities minimize
the strain COVID-19
places on our health
care systems.”

Aaseth said it’s
important for people to
not dismiss COVID-19
just yet. “The whole
community can only be
safe when we all take
steps to protect each
other, including the
people most at risk from
COVID-19,” she said.
“Even if the level is
lower in our community
and things continue to
improve for many of us,
there are people in our
communities who are
immunocompromised,
have underlying health
conditions, disabilities
or are older,” she added.

Steele County con-
tinues to hold weekly
vaccination clinics
every Wednesday from
9a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at 635
Florence Ave., Owaton-
na. All three vaccines
are available. Public
Health will also contin-
ue to provide iHealth
COVID-19 antigen rapid
tests while supplies last.

Publisher Rick
Bussler said Hubred
will be a wonderful
asset to the Times. “We
are incredibly lucky
to get someone with
Joni’s experience and
passion for community
news,” he said, noting
her 35 years of experi-
ence will round out the
combined experience of
the Times’ news staff at
175 years. “There aren’t
many publications our

STAFF PHOTO BY RICK BUSSLER
Joni Hubred has joined the Steele County Times as

a staff writer. A veteran journalist, Hubred will be
primarily covering the Medford and Owatonna areas.

size that can boast the

kind of experience we Hubred is the mother three, as well as an avid
have on our staff,” he of two adult children reader and writer of
added. and grandmother of mystery novels.

Owatonna Music Boosters
— Pancake Breakfast -

Pancakes, French Toast, Scrambled or Fried Eggs,
Sausage Links, Juice, Coffee, Milk

8:00 A.M. until 12:00 P.M.

MARCH 13, 2022
VFW Hall, Owatonna, MN
$7.00 advance-$8.00 at door-Under 5 Free

WE’'RE NOW
OPEN!

Owatonna location for
Steele County Times

We ‘re now readly fo serve you from our new location at 109 W,
Rose St. in downtown Owatonna. Charlene Wolff is ready to
serve customers from this office from 9a.m. to 2 p.m.
Monday through Friday.

We’'re excited to serve our customers from
two great locations!

s limes

NEW LOCATION MAIN LOCATION
109 W. Rose St 411 E. Main St.
Owatonna Blooming Prairie

Stop in at either office for any need or call 507-583-4431

World........... 446,000,000 GOVI D 19 u PD ATE T 8,929
Deaths............. 6,000,000 - DEaths ..oeveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 72
Recovered.... 243,000,000

Mower.................. 11,737
US. .. 79,200,000 MN .....cooeeeeeeeee 1,420,000 Steele.............. 10,234 Dodge............... 5593 DeathS...cccceovvvevvvveenens 69
Deaths................ 957,000 Deaths.........cceee.... 12,373 Deaths................... 58 Deaths................... 21
Recovered...... 16,306,000 Recovered........... 908,000

AS OF MARCH 7, 2022
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OPPORTUNITY

Work with a team at Prairie Manor Care Center

Ad Sales/Marketing Specialist

A fast growing award-winning county
newspaper is searching for a dynamic ad
sales/marketing specialist to join an existing
team of sales professionals. We are ready to
take things to the next level with new
projects and revenue streams.

Must have exceptional people skills and
ability to work independently and multi-task
various projects at the same time. Salary
plus commission with flexibility.

If interested in joining our growing team,
please send letter of interest and resume to
Publisher Rick Bussler at bprick@frontier.com.

s limes

are (_enter
C C 41 E. MAIN STREET

BLOOMING PRAIRIE

in Blooming Prairie to provide a variety of MINNESOTA 55917

housekeeping needs to our residents.
Benefits for our facility include...

free life insurance, PTO, Health starting under $100, vision,
dental, retirement plan with company match, referral bonuses,
paid holidays even if you don't work, and more!

Part-time or full-time hours are available. We do not force covid
vaccinations but have a high percentage vaccinated.

Duties include...

Cleaning and maintaining of the facility
along with most items in it.

Learning proper use of chemicals and equipment.

Learning state, federal, and internal regulations and policies
pertaining to Environmental Services.

Maintaining top notch infection control.
Job Type: Part-time
Pay: $12.00 - $16.00 per hour"
Apply: Pick-up application at Prairie Manor or
Online at www.prairiemanorcare.com

109 W. ROSE ST
OWATONNA
MINNESOTA 55060

507-583-4431
OWATONNA (#1)
BLOOMING PRAIRIE (#2)

PUBLISHER
RICK BUSSLER

EDITOR
DEB FLEMMING

SPORTS
JOHNNIE PHILLIPS

2/23T3

NEWS
KAY FATE
HOWARD LESTRUD
CHRIS BALDWIN

helpt.L’\‘J j\

JONI HUBRED
ing v wg,rkers‘? 1 | ‘orrice manacer

SHERRIE PECHAN

OWATONNA
OFFICE MANAGER
CHARLENE WOLFF

SALES
CALEB BUSSLER
WYONNE PRIEBE
Let our company help you locate

employees... we have great options Your hometown
for employment ads to attract news.
potential employees in Steele and Anywhe-re
Dodge counties as well as the Anytime..
surrounding areas.
News
One ad hits 67,100 viewers/readers Sports
Obituaries

Features & More

serimes

Hometown news
CONTACT: that makes
Stee | ecou ntyt| mes.com Charlene Wolff for pricing and more information a difference.
at 507-583-4431 or cwolff@steelecountytimes.com. [

Owatonna
Foundation

Supporting community progress

OWATONNA FOUNDATION

IS Seeking an
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

EIVITIYIYSYA The Executive Director reports directly to the Owatonna Foun-
dation’s Executive Board and is responsible for the consistent achievement
of the organization’s mission, vision, annual financial and strategic objec-
tives, and overall leadership of the Owatonna Foundation organization. The
Executive Director will focus on the priorities of fund and stakeholder devel-
opment, strategic and resource development, and community engagement.
Other key duties include the hiring, performance management, and reten-
tion of all team members.

This position requires strong leadership and communication skills, a prov-
en ability to build relational connectedness, demonstrated qualities as a
strategic and systematic thinker, documented experience in the successful
execution of fund strategies, program development, and proven skills in ac-
tive, involved volunteer leadership and programs.

Highly qualified candidates will have knowledge of and experience with
dynamic forces that are reshaping communities, the nonprofit sector, and
the work of community foundations. A successful candidate will possess
many of the following skills and characteristics.

» Bachelor’'s degree and 10+ years of effective leadership in business,

non-profit industry and/or community development highly preferred.

» Excellent oral, written and interpersonal communication skills.

» Proven ability to foster relational connectedness with organizations and
stakeholders.

» Must excel at strategic and systematic thinking, be open to new perspec-
tives and more effective and efficient ways to do things; and be creative,
visionary, and manage innovation well.

* Results and growth oriented with demonstrated success in operating a
financially sustainable organization.

» Experience mentoring teams and refining structures and systems to sup-
port an organization’s operating results and impact.

* Flexibility and ability to adjust activities and priorities and take on new or
delegate responsibilities.

» Adept at fostering equity through building relationships and teams inclu-
sive of diverse perspectives and lived experiences.

* Able to prioritize, develop and implement work plans, creatively problem
solve and exercise good judgment.

» A proven track record in raising private contributions is necessary.

* Discreet and impeccable moral and ethical conduct.

* Maintain local public office space and able to be reached by phone
during regularly schedule hours.

 Highly engaged in the community life of Owatonna.

* 30 hours per week, working days are Monday through Wednesday and
Fridays.

Compensation package based on qualifications and experience. Range

$55,000 to $65,000.

Please submit your resume to delanasevier@spherion.com
For more information, please contact Delana at (507)451-3400.
Application deadline is March 20, 2022.

VIRACON
HIRING EVENT

Viracon is your clear choice for
professional positions in Owatonna.

Areas of opportunity:
e Engineering
Inside Sales
e IT
e Occupational Health

When: Sunday, March 13"
Monday, March 14"
Wednesday, March 16"

Time: 4:30 pm - 6:30 pm

Bring your resume and learn more about
Viracon.

Can’t make the event, schedule a virtual
interview, or reach out to the hiring team at
Careers@viracon.com

Viracon is an Equal Opprotunity Employer

800 Park Drive, Owatonna MN 55060
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Are YOU the ONE?
Come join us!

Are you energetic, enjoy building customer
relationships and want to join a great team?
Look no further than MBT Bank!

Career Opportunities:

Teller / Retail Banker
Hayfield, MN

Teller / Retail Banker
Dodge Center, MN

Scan the code with your cell phone camera g
to learn more about these positions or view [w]
all open positions. .

Benefits Include

© 06O O

MBT

www.mbtbank.bank | Member FDIC

Formerly Farmers & Merchants State Bank of Blooming
Prairie & Citizens State Bank of Hayfield

MBT Bank is an Equal Opportunity Employer and all qualified applicants will
receive consideration for employment without regard to race, color, religion,
sex, national origin, age disability status, veteran status or any other
characteristic protected by law.

LAKESIDE
FOODSz=

Lakeside Foods Owatonna is searching for
individuals with mechanical and electrical skills
for both our plant and warehouse! We currently
have first shift and second shift availability!

Here at Lakeside Foods we offer the ability
develop your skillset further in a positive and
growing work environment. To top it off we offer
competitive wages and outstanding benefits! If
this sounds like something you or someone you
know is interested in, contact usto discuss further
career opportunities! You can also view our open
positions by visiting the link listed below!

Lakeside Foods Owatonna esta buscando
personas con habilidades mecanicasy eléctricas
para nuestra planta y almacén! Actualmente
tenemos disponibilidad de primer turno y

segundoturno!

Aqui en Lakeside Foods ofrecemos la
posibilidad de desarrollar ain mas su conjunto de
habilidades en un ambiente de trabajo positivo y
en crecimiento. Para colmo, ofrecemos salarios
competitivos y beneficios sobresalientes! Si esto
suena como algo en lo que usted o alguien que
conoce esta interesado, contactenos para discutir
mas oportunidades profesionales! También
puede ver nuestras posiciones abiertas visitando
el enlace que aparece a continuacion!

https://www.lakesidefoods.com/careers/open-
positions/?p=search%3Fc%3DOperations%2B-
%2BFull-time%26p%3D0

Contact Us:

Lakeside Foods Inc.
900 N Cedar Ave, Owatonna, MN 55060

Pugzled about your hexd career move?

OWATONNA BUS COMPANY
will help you put the pieces together.

m

y Iy
- HELP WANTED:

&y
" Cea )

School Bus

Drlvers%fs" "

FORW

NOW HIRING: PART-TIME CDL BUS DRIVERS, CLASS D LICENSE FOR
MINIVAN RUNS, AND AIDES. PAID TRAINING. AM AND PM ROUTES AVAILABLE.

OWATONNA BUS COMPANY

1145 PARK DRIVE - OWATONNA

507-451-5262 » owatonnaBUScompany.com
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Good news for Owatonna Schools on COVID

BY KAY FATE Look at two months
STAFF WRITER ago, and the number
is down by more than
As the state goes, 75%.

so goes the Owatonna

“It’s all good news,”

School District — at Superintendent Jeff
least when it comes to Elstad told Owatonna
COVID-19 infections. School Board members
In the past month, at last week’s meeting.
the infection rate in “I'm hoping that at
Minnesota has dropped  some point, we don’t
by more than half. have to talk about this

anymore, but (Feb. 28),
in our entire district,
we had four reported
cases,” he said. “I met
with Steele County

school transportation,
thanks to the most re-
cent CDC guidelines.
“It’s all positive mo-
mentum,” Elstad said.

It focuses on the
integration of mechan-
ical, electronic and
electrical engineering
systems, and includes a

#a v
= L =

ORTHODONTIC SPECIALIST Dr. D

drdeborahlienorthodontics.com

507-583-6613
FREE CONSULTATION

132 2™ Ave NE | Blooming Prairie

Wyonne Priebe
wpriebe@steelecountytimes.com

HERE'S
MY GARD

AUTOMOBILE
HOME OF THE HONEST MECHANICS!

H HONEST-1°
AUTO CARE

Mon-Fri 7 a.m. - 6 p.m.

1125 5. Oak Ave. » Owatonna
507-431-4576 « www.Honest10watonna.com

CLEANING

Cleanin

Julie Rislov

PHONE: (507) 884-4581
EMAIL: JRRIZ7976'a>YAHOO.COM

CONSTRUCTION & TREE SERVICE

Johnson Construction

& Tree Service

Tree & Stump Removal *Trimming & Topping *Tree Moving
Lot Clearing * Backhoe/Skidloader  Hauling General Construction
24 Hr. Emergency Services * Year Round Work  Licensed & Insured

KYLE JOHNSON * 507-583-7592
AUSTIN & BLOOMING PRAIRIE

FRAMES

arv’s Picture Fres |

@uﬁ‘m %m/
Todd Tacheny

144 W. Main St.
Owatonna, MN 55060

INSURANCE

A FAMILY FIRST
INSURANCE AGENCY

AUTO m HOME " HEALTH M LIFE m BUSINESS

325 N Cedar Owatonna, MN 55060
service@helpingyouinsure.com « helpingyouinsure.com

Retired...or want
to retire but health
insurance
is a concern?

We offer MNsure,
Medicare plans,
and more.

507.451.0539

PREPLANNING
A Simple, Thoughtful Act of Caring

PREARRANGEMENT AND PREFUNDING

507.583.7561

www.worlein.com

Mary Kittels
NFDA Certified Pre
Licensed Age

Worlein Blooming Prairie Funeral Home

418 Hihway Ave S ¢ Blooming Prairie MN

ACCOUNTING

Johnson, Doerhoefer

0’ /& Miner P.A.

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS
ACCOUNTING AND TAX SERVICES FOR
SMALL BUSINESS AND INDIVIDUALS
314 East Main St., Blooming Prairie | 507-583-7528 | Fax: 507-583-2389

AUTOMOBILE

TOM’S

Alternator & Starter Rebuilding
Auto, Truck, Ag, Industrial

Tom Vogt
213 Southview
Owatonna, MN 55060

tomssales 112@gmail.com
C: 507-363-1972

COLLISION

THE ONLY AREA SHOP certified to work g
on the 2015 Ford Aluminum F150 _ a424

=) "/ASSURED PERFORMANCE™ §
&Z2»)| Y coLLision CARE -
= mn [

L Www.csiaustinmn.com

Collision
Specialists Inc
507.437.2837

EXCAVATING
SEPTIC SYSTEMS . compiance nspeciion
y State License # 1844
\Serging :geYArea BISHOP :
W EXCAVATING, INQ

* ExcAvATION  * BASEMENTS

* DemouioTion © Dozer WoRK
i i ial Sitework|

507 583-299¢

Aggregates * Hauling - Washed Sand - Black Dirt ¢ Fill - Gravel

GARBAGE SERVICE

SKIEVELAND ENTERPRISES

YoUCAN Sanitation & Recycling Services
COUNTON us! Pride in service since 2007

RESIDENTIAL « COMMERCIAL * INDUSTRIAL /&

« Sanitation & Recycling Services
* Roll-Offs & Dumpsters
* Rubbish & Garbage Removal

Contact Skjeveland Enterprises today!

907-528-9900

'ORTHODONTICS

ORTHODONTIC SPECIALIST FREE CONSULTATIONS
Y

1507/583.6613

PIE'PHO ROOFING,II“JC
Unparalleled Service

JAMES PIEPHO
507.451.1686

5098 SW 18th Street, Owatonna, MN 55060
www.piephoroofing.com

LIC. #BC679096

your advertising needs!

STEELETl mes

COUNTY

Biglron

Mike's

Call 507-456-4299

Public Health, and With less than combination of com-
the numbers in Steele three months until the puter science, telecom-
County continue to Minnesota Legislature munications and, of
drop as well.” adjourns its regular course, robotics.
In addition, masks session, the district “We’ve got Sen.
are no longer required also has work to do at Jasinski’s full support
on public or private the state level. on that,” Elstad said.
Elstad is encourag- “Our business partners
ing Rep. John Peters- could not only use that
burg, R-Waseca, to as arecruitment of Jeff Elstad
sponsor a companion high school students
bill to one from Sen. coming through, but of service and dollars
John Jasinski, R-Fari- also for their current accrued,” Elstad said.
bault, supporting the employees for advanced  “We’re asking them
addition of a mecha- training.” to consider equalizing
tronics lab to the new The bill would bring that, so the ZIP code
high school as well as a grant for $1 million where your Kids attend
Riverland Community for the project. school doesn’t have a
College. Meetings are also factor in how much
“It’s a highly planned with the local taxpayers are paying —
sought-after career legislators to talk about  nor does it impact the
pathway,” Elstad said, levy equalization for amount of dollars that
“because it includes the district. come in” to pay for stu-
automation, robotics “Our taxpayers end dent programming.
and advanced manu- up paying more than Work also continues
facturing that will re- other taxpayers in on the existing high
ally serve our business other school district to school task force; the
community well.” get the same amount formal recommenda-
tion for what to do with
R the current school will
. £4 ADVERTISING THAT WORKS HARD FORYOU! | . <ot the April 11
e b ora h L-i en Contact us today and see what work session.
makes advertising in the i sehool board
DDS, MBS Steele County Times a great fit for recommendation at its

regular school board
meeting April 25, and
potentially take action.

“The new OHS con-
tinues to be on time and
on budget,” said Mark
Sebring, school board
chairman.

AUCTION

AUCTIONS

www.bigiron.com

Always Unreserved | No Buyer Fees

AGRICULTURE | CONSTRUCTION | TRANSPORTATION
Biglron provides full service auction support to
efficiently turn used equipment into cash.
Contact your local representative today to start
planning your auction with Biglron!

JOSH ULLAND, BIGIRON SALES REP
507-481-5047

josh.ulland@bigiron.com

AUTOMOBILE

REPAIR

507-455-0388

Fax: 507-455-0486

%

870 32nd Ave. NW
Owatonna, MN 55060

Mike Hartle
Owner

All tire sizes, sales and service for ag and truck!
After Hours: 507-455-0483

CONSTRUCTION

Call 507-456-1504
for your FREE
estimates!

Serving Steele County
for 20 years.

J.A. Gwilt Siders, Inc.

Siding, Windows, Gutters, Roofing & Decks

Known for our exceptional quality of material and labor.

FINANCIAL
Dean P. Velzke, ChFC®
Financial Advisor
507.451.2455
120 N Cedar Ave
Owatonna, MN 55060
dean.p.velzke@ampf.com

Ameriprise 3@

Financial

Ll

Jim Marquardt
628 E. Rose St
Owatonna, MN 55060

Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC. Member FINRA
and SIPC.

GRANITE & MONUMENTS

)

Owatonxirna
"Creating Your

STORY in STONE"

M 1180 Frontage Rd E - Owatonna

Q 507-455-9551

& www.owatonnagranite.com

w;y

John and Barb
Heerema

i ,‘“““ PET HAVEN

- CEMETERY, INC.

"“Professional Cremation and Burial Services for your loving pet”

Larry & Donna Bennett
4151 N. City Rd. 45
Owatonna, MN 55060
(507) 451-2203

Cell: 507-456-3562

Shorty & Sue Schroht
857 Mosher Ave.
Owatonna, MN 55060
(507) 455-3204

SHOE REPAIR

Jim's Shoe Repair

Boots. Shoes. Zippers.
Purses and More

A

Call for Service
507-451-2909
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Event celebrates
achievements of women

BY JONI HUBRED
STAFF WRITER

A group formed more
than 100 years ago to
support women in the
workplace will reveal
and celebrate its 50"
Woman of Achieve-
ment honoree during a
March 19 event that is
open to the public.

Owatonna Business
Women vice president
of public relations
Rebecca Moore said
the ceremony started
as a luncheon and has
“grown to be a bigger
event and include the
community more.”

“Anybody can nom-
inate a woman,” she
said, “and the woman
doesn’t have to be a
member (of Owatonna
Business Women).”

Community nom-
inations are vetted
through a committee
that selects four or
five finalists for the
award. Criteria include
not only a successful
career, but also civic
engagement, commu-
nity leadership, and
helping others-particu-
larly younger women-—
in their careers.

“I think most nom-
inees would say it’s an
honor just to be rec-
ognized,” Moore said,
“because all are incredi-
ble women who go above
and beyond in their
careers and in their
community... They’re
typically the women who
step up and get things
done to make our com-
munity a better place.”

Independent
judging

The finalists submit
a more extensive ca-

reer history, a biogra-
phy, information about
their education and
community involve-
ment, all of which goes
to three independent
judges from the Twin
Cities. That group also
interviews each of

the candidates before
making their selection,
which is sealed in an
envelope until the
Woman of Achieve-
ment event.

“That is a true reveal
for everyone,” Moore
said. “Nobody in Owa-
tonna Business Women
knows.”

Local residents are
welcome to attend the
March 19 event, which
starts at 6 p.m. with a
social hour before the
program.

The organization will
also present a Young
Careerist award to a
woman just starting out
in the working world, a
Lifetime Achievement
award, and $1,000 schol-
arships to high school
seniors and women who
are continuing their
education.

Moore said the
scholarships represent
an investment in the
community and in
women who may one
day become a Woman of
Achievement.

Community
involved

Moore and event
co-chair Melinda Estey
both see the awards
celebration as a way to
ensure the community
is aware of women’s
accomplishments.
Making those local
connections has also
helped with fundrais-
ing for the scholarship

program, which has
grown to help 11 women
this year.

“We are extremely
proud of what this
event represents for our
organization and the
community, and we're
really excited that each
year we continue to
break new records with
our fundraising and the
amount of scholarships
we are able to provide,”
Estey said. “Having
the opportunity to lift
up and recognize the
amazing accomplish-
ments of these amazing
women is incredibly
rewarding, especially
since so many of them
do so much behind the
scenes that most people
aren’t aware of.”

“We are so grateful
that the community is
willing to join us in the
effort with their nom-
inations, support, and
praise for the honorees
and nominees,” she
added.

You can purchase a
ticket for the Woman of
Achievement event in
advance at owatonnab-
usinesswomen.org or at
the door. Also, Owaton-
na Business Women
accepts award nomina-
tions via their website
throughout the year.

“We want to hear
from the community,”
Moore said. “Who do
you see doing great
things?”

Honorees and
finalists

The 2022 Woman of
Achievement finalists
are:

Rhonda Guthier

A 20-year staff mem-
ber with the Owaton-
na Area Chamber of

J ohnson Doerhoefer
& Miner P.A.

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS
johndoercpa.com

We understand small business
because we are a small business

¢ 314 E. Main St. | Blooming Prairie
507-583-7528

< 685 W. Bridge St., Suite 6 | Owatonna
507-451-9136

< 133 N. Broadway | New Richland

Commerce and Tour- 507-465-8100

ism, Guthier serves as
Director of Operations.
After graduating from
the Owatonna Com-
munity Leadership
Academy in 2002, she
ran the program until
2020. Her community
involvement includes
Exchange Club and
Rotary activities, and
for 50 years, the Steele
County 4-H program.
Her nominators “feel
that Rhonda is one of
those community lead-
ers who just does the
tasks in front of her,
quietly, professionally,

BEV’S FRIENDS & FAMILY TOURS PRESENTS:

SPRINGTIME IN BRANSON

Branson, MO APRIL19-22 4 Days - 3 Nights

Lodging at the beautiful Grand Oaks Hotel.

and willingly without
expecting any recogni- Trip includes daily breakfast, daily evening meals
tion.” and a good mix of free time and shows/activities.

You will be treated to 6 attractions/shows,
deluxe motor coach transportation,
high quality hotel accommodations and all kinds of fun!

Jennifer Copeland

Bring 10 quarters for games on the bus and
pillow and blanket if you wish

Price is $749 pp double,
$925 single, and $699 triple.

Send $200 deposit to: Bev’s Friends & Family Tours
Final Payment due by April 1st. No Refunds
Departure Time: Owatonna Perkins - 7:00 am

Call Bev for more information.

318 13th St. SW, Owatonna, MN 55060
507-451-8695 - jblysne@charter.net.

See EVENT on A16 »

We offer
get away
excursions
for a day
or two!

five mea

¢ BREWERIES & LUNCH
Summer Sunday! Tour of various breweries in lowa.
Sunday, June 12
$89, includes: tour and lunch at Toppling
Goliath Brewery in Decorah, lowa.

¢ LAURA INGALLS WILDER MUSEUM

Also Winneshiek Wildberry Winery and Roadside Market
Wednesday, June 15
$74, includes: Museum tour, bus ride, lunch and dessert.

Now serving

TAKE A BUS...
IT°S A TRIP!

Southern Minnesota W|th luxury
motorcoach guided tours.

¢ SPRING WINE TRIP
Vintage Esca
Dinner at Fis
Saturday, March 19

$44 for no hassle bus ride. Wine
& Dinner not included

Upcommg trips:

ﬁe & Next Chapter

Tail Winery

e COMMONWEAL THEATER
4 Daughters Winery and Dinner

at Pedal Pushers in Lanesboro
Saturday, April 23

$109, includes Theater ticket, dinner and bus ride

* TULIP TIME TRIP

Pella, lowa and Remain Gardens in Ames

with Winery and Brewery along the way.

May 4-6 3-day, 2-night trip

$569 smPIe or $529 double, includes:
s, tours and admissions.

A subsidiary of Cavalier Coaches based in Owatonna

GET LUCKY IN BP

Saturday, March 12
\ 10a.m.to 5 p.m. *

Some cones will have
Lucky Gold Coins in

the bottom. The LUCKY
ones will get a prize!

VALUABLE SAVINGS

° o +

*"%

10% OFF

Any purchase over ‘20

+
° | +

This coupon redeemable at Vandal's Family Market
in Blooming Prairie only on March 12, 2022.

FAMILY MARKET

Blooming Prairie
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As Director of
Human Resources, Co-
peland provides lead-
ership at the Viracon
Owatonna Plant. She is
active with the Society
of Human Resource
Management and her
community involve-
ment includes Leader-
ship Owatonna (2010),
Exchange Club, Junior
Achievement, and
Girl Scouts. She has
volunteered at Thanks-
giving and Christmas
Community Dinners
since 2017. Nominators
described her as “one
of those women who
has always been a key
contributor to organi-
zations around Owa-
tonna for many years.
If you need someone
on your board, you call
Jennifer because you
want her thoughtful
input.”

Tanya Paley

As grants manager
for Nonviolent Peace-
force, Paley grew the
nonprofit’s portfolio
from $400,000 to $1 mil-
lion in the past year.
At the United Way of
Steele County, she was
the first coordinator
for the Safe and Drug
Free Coalition, collab-
orating with Owaton-
na Public Schools,
Owatonna Chamber of
Commerce and Work-
force Development to
create Steelecoworks
which has become a
self-sustaining part-
ner agency of the

United Way. She has
volunteered with Big
Brothers Big Sisters,
Music Boosters of Owa-
tonna, and Alliance
for Greater Equity.
She was nominated
for “spearheading the
Dolly Parton Imag-
ination Library and
her strategic vision for
county non-profits”, as
well as hosting Rotary
Exchange students.

Peng Olson

The Community
Relations Manager at
Federated Insurance
has held other roles
within the company
and also worked in
operations and project
management at Mayo
Clinic and Fairview
Healthcare Hospitals &
Clinics. Olson’s com-
munity involvement
includes Jumpstart
Owatonna, Alliance for
Greater Equity, Engage
Owatonna, and Owa-
tonna Foundation. She
was a project founder
and campaign chair-
person for the Owa-
tonna Aquatic Center
Initiative and is active
with the Steele County
DFL. Olson’s nominator
wrote, “In addition to
her successful career,
her humble leader-
ship and dedication is
noticed by many in the
community as someone
who is always willing
to give back and build
up others through her
involvement in numer-
ous organizations.”

YFW FISH FRY
Friday, March 11,2022
5:00 pm-T7:30 pm

Adults - $12.00
5-12year olds- $6.00

Under 5 - free

VEW Hall - Owatonna

Blooming Prairie

Ellendale

miss out on
srer [imesS

The Steele County Times

following locations:

is available at the

Hy-Vee

Kwik Trip
Oak St.

Kwik Trip
Mineral Springs
Sterling Drug
Cashwise
Kwik-Trip
Frontage Rd
Kwik Trip

Kwik Trip
Clinton Falls

the Steele County Food
Shelf, and Vote Yes

for OHS. She’s also a
mentor and volunteer
with Owatonna Public
School District. She
was nominated for
career excellence and
her active role in the
community: “Sarah is
as generous with her
time as she is with her
financial support to
various organizations
in town.”

Sarah Struss

the Steele County HlS- '

Annie Granlund, and northern Iowa. Her
associate editor with torical Society. community involvement
Struss owns Struss the Owatonna People’s Betsy Kennedy includes the Owatonna
CPAs, P.C. and has Press and Waseca Lindgren will be Noon Rotary, United
previously held staff County News, is the honored for a lifetime Way of Steele County
accountant and CPA Owatonna Business of career and commu- Board, Steele County
roles at other Owatonna  Women’s 2022 Young nity contributions. The Food Shelf, and Owatonna
firms. A leader in her Careerist. In addition president and CEO of Foundation. Twenty years
field, she volunteers to her work in the BK Lindgren, Inc. for 33 ago, she was the Owa-
with the Early Edition community, Granlund years owned Express tonna Business Women'’s
Rotary Group, helped volunteers as a board Employment Profes- Woman of the Year, a
raise money for the member for Owatonna sionals, which served precursor to the Woman
Owatonna fireworks, Business Women and southern Minnesota of Achievement award.
A
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John and Barb Heerema ¥ an

AWARD WINNER

Our office is proud to recognize Gail Buckingham and Diane Holland as top Berkshire Hathaway

network agents. Top 3% of Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices network agents nationwide. Gail and
Diane would be happy to assist you with your real estate needs and would like to thank you for

allowing them to be your real estate Trusted Advisors.

BERKSHIRE
HATHAWAY

HomeServices
Advantage Real Estate

The Homeward Bound Team

Sales Professionals

Gail 507-456-4456 Diane 507-456-2508
gail@homesofowatcnna.com
diane@homesofowatonna.com
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Dale Springer, /8, Owatonna

On Saturday, Feb.
26, Dale Leo Spring-
er, 78, of Owatonna
passed away after
a short battle with
cancer.

A Celebration of
Life will be held on
Sunday, March 13
from 3 to 5 p.m. at the
VFW in Owatonna,
with a short program
beginning at 3:30
p.m. A private interment will be held at
Sacred Heart Cemetery at a later date.

Dale was born on Feb. 28, 1943 in
Owatonna to Luvern Springer and
Arlene (Eaker) Springer. He was the
oldest of five children. He attended
country school in a one-room school-
house in Havana until seventh grade,
and went on to graduate from Owaton-
na High School in 1961. It was in coun-
try school that he met the love of his
life Darlene Shirley (Dostal) Springer.
They were a “match made in heaven”
and were married in May of 1964.

Shortly after, Dale was drafted
into the U.S. Army and completed the
Aircraft Electrician Course at the U.S.
Army Transportation School in Fort
Eustis, Va. in 1966. During his three
years of service, he was stationed in
Vietnam where he worked on helicop-
ters as an Aircraft Electrician. After
service, he graduated from Dunwoody
Industrial Institute in the electrical
and auto programs.

Dale Springer

Bonnie Peterson,

Bonnie Elizabeth
. Peterson, 68, of Owa-
tonna, passed away
peacefully at Manka-
to Hospital with heart
failure on Monday,
Feb. 28, 2022.

Bonnie was born
Jan. 26,1954 in Aus-
tin, to Raymond and
Caroline (Graves)
Wilkemeyer. She married Richard Pe-
terson on June 7,1975. They adopted one
daughter and then had three children
together and later separated.

Bonnie worked at Venture Foods,
Austin Hospital and Geneva Communi-
ty Church during her life.

Bonnie enjoyed going shopping, doing
puzzles, coloring, playing bingo, sew-
ing, watching TV and loved watching
her Sunday football teams: Minnesota
Vikings and Kansas City Chiefs.

Bonnie’s most favorite thing to do
was spending time with her children
and grandchildren. Bonnie will be
remembered for making up jokes to get
people to laugh. Bonnie was a caring

il

Bonnie Peterson

Dale worked at Owatonna Ford
for 35 years. Darlene and Dale made
countless memories during their 34
years of marriage until Darlene passed
away after a prolonged illness in 2010.
He was by her side until the very end.

Dale belonged to Sacred Heart Cath-
olic Church where he taught religion
classes, was a long-time lector, and
Eucharistic minister. He was a mem-
ber of the American Legion, Eagles,
and VFW. His biggest passion was for
buying and restoring collector cars.
He could find a way to fix or repair
anything. He was also an avid hunter
including fox, coyotes, and prairie
dogs. He enjoyed biking and averaged
10 miles a day peddling in and around
town. Perhaps one of his greatest joys
was the many hours he spent over the
years attending numerous sporting
events in support of his grandsons.

Dale is survived by and greatly
missed by his daughters, Pamela
(Brian) Raichle, Cathy (Corey) Phelps,
Jenny Thompson; grandsons, Nick
and Alex Raichle, Mat Phelps, Aidan
and Marek Thompson; siblings, Denis
(Margo) Springer (Leander, Texas),
Diane (Gary) Wilson (Owatonna), and
David (Sandy) Springer (Cedar Park,
Texas) and many friends.

He was preceded in death by
his wife Darlene and sister, Donna
(Springer) Trom.

In lieu of flowers, the family re-
quests donations be made to the Owa-
tonna Park and Rec for bike trails.

68, Owatonna

and loving person that would help oth-
ers when needed. Throughout Bonnie’s
life she had faith and love for God.
Bonnie is survived by her three
daughters: Melissa (Dirk) Newman, Val-
erie Carter (boyfriend Reino Paananen),
Kimberly (Dustin) Hanson, and son
Tyrel Peterson; 12 grandchildren:
Rebecca, Kylie Peterson, Joshua Nelson,
Natalie, Alexander Talbert, Maddison,
Noah, Rayden, Nevaeh Hanson, Jack,
Claire, Luke Newman,; siblings: Greg
Wilkemeyer, Ted (Alice) Wilkemey-
er, Wally (Julie) Wilkemeyer, Chris
(Terry) Howell, Dan (Sheri) Wilkemey-
er, Therea (Dale) Baker, Tim (Karen)
Wilkemeyer. Bonnie was preceded in
death by her parents, two brothers Nor-
man and Mike Wilkemeyer, nephews
James Peterson, Randy Matejcek, Caleb
Wilkemeyer, and niece Lori Matejcek.
No funeral arrangements have been
made at this time.

BRICK-MEGER
& MEDFORD
FUNERAL HOME

Donnavon Eaker: /2. Ellendale

Donnavon Elaine
Eaker, 72, of Ellen-
dale, died Thursday,
March 3, 2022 at
Methodist Hospital in
Rochester.

She was born Feb.
9, 1950 in Fort Dodge,
Towa, the daughter

of Donald and Ada
Donnavon (George) Colee. She
Eaker moved to Minnesota

in 1956 to the Bixby/

Claremont area. During her junior year
of high school, she became sweet over
her neighbor from one mile away, Steve
Eaker. She graduated from Claremont
High School in 1968 and then attended
beauty school in Faribault.

On Aug. 30, 1969, she married Steven
Eaker at St. John’s Lutheran Church
rural Claremont. The couple lived in St.
Paul and worked in the Twin Cities. In
1972, Michelle entered their lives and in
1973 the family moved to Ellendale. They
purchased Pete and Rubes Market and it
became known as the legendary Steve’s
Meat Market. In 1974, Rachael joined the
family. Steve and Donnavon successfully
operated the business together.

After Steve’s death in 2006, Donnavon
and Rachael kept the fine quality smoked
meats business alive and running. She
celebrated the 49 anniversary of the
business in January 2022.

Service to her church and commu-
nity was important to Donnavon. She
faithfully served in her church as a
Sunday School teacher and was involved
in Wednesday school and the Luther
League program. Her community in-
volvement included 4-H, Ellendale-Gene-
va High School yearbook and the Junior
Achievement program at the school for
many years.

Her biggest passion was leading the
Ellendale Days committee and organiz-
ing the Ellendale centennial. Business
service included serving on the Owa-
tonna Hospital board and the boards of
both the Minnesota Association of Meat
Processors and the American Associa-
tion of Meat Processors.

Donnavon loved flower gardening,
taking pictures, chatting with her
sister, Marcia, and spending as much
time with the grandchildren as she
could. If you knew Donnavon, you know
she loved spending time at her home in
Florida and traveling the world with
friends.

She is survived by daughters,
Michelle (Frank) Steever of Cranston,
Rhode Island and Rachael (Mark) Lee
of Ellendale; granddaughter, Gene-
vieve Steever and grandsons, Daxter
Lee, Gavin Steever and Jared Lee;
half-brother, Don Tool and sisters,
Kathy Macey, Joyce (Louis) La Moore
and Marcia (Donny) Smith.

She was preceded in death by her
parents, Donald and Ada and husband,
Steven Eaker.

Visitation was Monday, March
7 at Michaelson Funeral Home and
continues at First Lutheran Church —
Ellendale on Wednesday, March 9 from
2:30-3:30 p.m. Funeral services will be
held Wednesday, March 9, 2022 at 3:30
p.m. at First Lutheran Church - Ellen-
dale. Interment will be in First Luther-
an Cemetery in Ellendale immediately
followed by a lunch reception at the
Community Building in Ellendale.

Memorials are preferred to Ellendale
Community Action Group, First Lu-
theran Church in Ellendale and Trinity
Lutheran Church in Medford.

Michaelson Funeral Home of Owa-
tonna is handling the arrangements.

A
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TRUST US TO HANDLE WITH CARE

/MNike

Brick-Meger Funeral Home Medford Funeral Home
507.451.1457 | megercares.com

PROUDLY SERVING STEELE COUNTY

Brett

assisted living, but she
wants it every day

O GrandPad

Keeping Seniors Connected

Dear Live Grand:
My mother lives quite
happily in an excellent
assisted living facil-
ity where they offer
different activities. She
thinks the music, art,
and exercise are fine,
but she loves Bingo
and can’t understand
why she can’t play it
every day. I explain
that the facility needs
to please a lot of people
and she seems to un-
derstand at the time,
but she’s soon back
to asking why it’s not
Bingo Day. Would a
GrandPad come with
Bingo? If so, could
someone with moder-
ate memory problems
like mom play it? What
else could she do with
this tablet? - DP

Dear DP: Like any
age group, older adults
have varied interests
so as you noted, care
facilities rightly offer
amix of activities.
Your mom needn’t be
left wanting, though.
GrandPad not only
offers Bingo but games
such as hearts, four-in-
a-row, tick-tac-toe, and
tiles, as well.

This tablet is de-
signed for people like
your mom, so she’d
navigate it easily. She’d
love the large icons and
comfortable screen.
Should she have a
question, she could
tap her Help button
and her personal
representative would
cheerfully assist her in
getting back on track.
She’d probably enjoy
GrandPad’s game days
and tournaments, too.
There are prizes for
most games played,
most games won, and
participation that make
it extra engaging.

QGrandPad

Get started
today!

(800)704-9412

/——/"“’ GrandPad.net

Our users also love
the fun and interesting
articles. Options like
Cat of the Day, Dog of
the Day, Health, Home
and Garden Inspira-
tion, and Crafts all
update regularly, as
does GrandPad’s own
newsletter. Your mom
could build her per-
sonal list by clicking
the Add to Favorites
button on the article’s
page. That way she can
go back later and read
them again.

Of course, she’d love
the Photos app —every-
one does! The family
admin would simply
upload photos and vid-
eos to her GrandPad
and they’d be ready to
view.

The video chats are
just as easy. If she’d
like to call someone,
she’d simply tap her
Call app and then the
call button by their
picture. She’d answer
a call by touching
Answer.

Listening to music
is not only enter-
taining but has been
shown to be good for
the brain. Whether
your mom prefers
country, rock, or
Christian, the choices
are ready for her. She
could easily create
her own Music Collec-
tion, too.

The Radio app
would provide music as
well as talk regarding
topics of interest to
people of her genera-
tion. There are pre-sets
like GrandPad Radio
that feature both. The
popular Radio Recliner
option is another hit
with people in retire-
ment living since it’s
hosted by individuals
in similar circum-
stances. If your mom
already has a favorite
station, the family ad-
min could add that as
an additional option.

Studies have shown
that people can pre-
serve their cognitive
abilities longer when
they have convenient
access to mental
challenges like those
offered by GrandPad.
We're convinced that
while your mom would
love playing Bingo
daily, she’d also be
thrilled to discover the
many other interesting
options available on
her GrandPad tablet.

Live Grand is
a weekly column
brought to you by
GrandPad - the
simplest, safest
tablet-based solution
that helps reconnect

Sfamilies.

To submit your
question see: www.
LiveGrand.me.

Area historians resurrect sign from old ballroom

< AREA from A5
“Dirty,” he said, noting
it had green moss all
over it. “We power
washed it with a wash-
er, and the metal for as
old as it is cleaned up
good,” he added.

The trio of histo-
rians was surprised
to find the sign was
mostly intact with
only a couple chips
in the corners of the
plexiglass, which had
fallen inside and were
able to be retrieved
and repaired. Proko-
pec said they found
it hard to believe the
sign didn’t crack or
shatter.

They were also ex-
cited to find that all the
bulbs inside the sign
still worked allowing it
to be lit up brightly.

“With the condi-
tions it sat in, you
would think it would
be shot,” Kaplan said.
“It was afind.”

Prokopec said
they thought the sign
would be a “good
piece” for the history
center. They did not
know what the sign
would be utilized
for at the time they
took possession of it.
“It’s finding its home
now,” he said, adding
it goes right along
with the current mu-
sic exhibit.

Kaplan said it will
be up to the history
center what to do
with the sign after
the music exhibit is
over. He would like it
to eventually be dis-
played in the service
bay being considered
for Gus’ Station in the
Village of Yesteryear.
However, there are
no funds available
yet for the addition to
Gus’ Station.

PHOTO COURTESY OF JOHN STYNDL

This photo was taken of Zeiner's Ballroom in Bixby
in 1958. The ballroom, which was built in 1938, had
been a hub for entertainment for many decades
before being demolished in 2007.

“We're preserving history of the
county so it isn't forgotten.”

Lloyd Kaplan
Local History Buff

“They’re not going
to get rid of it,” Kaplan
said of the sign.

Asked what Zeiner’s
Ballroom meant to
Steele County, Kaplan
replied: “It was party
time. Anybody and
everybody went there.
It was packed.”

Prokopec had his
wedding dance at Ze-
iner’s in 1970. “It was
a hopping place back
then when everyone
had dances,” Proko-
pec said. “Everyone
had their spots with
the booths,” he said,
adding the ballroom
sold mixes and beer
while customers
brought their own
alcohol.

The ballroom,
which was built in
1938, held up to 300
people. The last dance
took place around 2000
before it was demol-
ished in 2007. “You
sure bumped into a

lot of people when you
were dancing,” Kaplan
recalled.

Among the many
memories, they
recalled “Grandma
Zeiner” (Josephine
Haberman Zeiner),
who usually took
tickets at the door.

“If you didn’t have a
ticket, you would just
give her a swig of your
bottle,” Kaplan said.

As for the sign,
the history buffs are
thrilled to have
saved it.

“This is preserving
history,” Prokopec
said. “You know the
younger generation
never heard of Zein-
er’s.”

Added Kaplan,
“When we see some-
thing that is from
our time, we want
to preserve it. We're
preserving history of
the county so it isn’t
forgotten.”
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1 Ib. ground beef 7 2¢ wafer

1 pkg. Lipton onionsoup 1 tsp. Worcestershire
4 carrots sauce
4 potatoes 1 tsp. lemon juice

1 (80z.) can tomato sauce 1/4 tsp. pepper

Mix and form into tiny meatballs, the ground
beef and Lipton onion soup. Brown and drain.
Put in crockpot. Add carrots, diced potatoes,
tomato sauce, water, Worcestershire sauce,
lemon juice, and pepper. Stir together. May
add more water if you like thinner stew or
if thicker, may thicken with 2 teaspoons
cornstarch mixed with water. Cook on high 4
to 5 hours. Makes 6 servings.

Sponsored by

United GIVE. ADVOCATE. VOLUNTEER,
LIVE UNITED

United Way
of Steele County

507-455-1180
unitedwaysteelecounty.org

BLOOMING

Community
Education Classes

Defensive Driving 4 hour refresher

Wednesday, March 23
5:30t09:30 p.m. $24
BPHS Room 201
Four Pillars of a New Retirement
Thursday, March 24
6:30-7:30 p.m. Free
BPHS Room 206
Foundations of Investing
Thursday, April 28
6:30-7:30 p.m. Free
BPHS Room 206

Register by calling Michelle at 507-583-4426 or
email msouthworth@blossoms.k12.mn.us,
or electronically in the Community Ed section
of www.blossoms.k12.mn.us

Walk-ins are welcome for the 2 financial classes ONLY.

BLOOMING PRAIRIE COMMUNITY EDUCATION
Michelle Southworth
Community Education Coordinator

BLOOMING PRAIRIE PUBLIC SCHOOLS

BLOSSOMING INTO LEARNERS AND LEADERS i

LOOK WHO'S BEING AWESOME!

Blossoms Students of the Week
Blooming Prairie Elementary School

Sailor Lea - KB
Mrs. Bruns’ Class

Parents: Anthony & Colette Lea

Sailor is an awesome student to have in class! She
has been working very hard in school and is very
excited to learn! She is also a very kind and helpful
classmate. She is a great role model to others. She is
great at following the classroom rules! Keep being
AWESOME, Sailor!

Bergen Klemmensen - 1B
Mrs. Sorensen’s Class

Parents: Jay & Jamie Klemmensen

Bergen is an excellent choice for being honored as an
awesome student. Every single day, Bergen comes to
school prepared to do his very best. Recently, we had
a new student join our classroom, Bergen was the
first to say he would help him out. Bergen has been
so kind to him and is a great role model to all
students. He also has worked hard on his school work
and is excelling in reading. Keep up the amazing job
here at school, Bergen!

Leah Watson - 5B
Mr. Kiehne's Class

Parents: David & Ashley Watson

Leah is an awesome choice for being caught showing
her Prairie Pride! She is a wonderful student who has
such a great enthusiasm for learning. She gives her
best effort in whatever she is doing and is always
more than willing to help others in any way she can!
She is someone who is truly always leading by
example! Keep up the amazing work, Leah!

And
Tree
Service

KYLE & BRAYTON
507-583-7592

BOOK NOOK

&

women who have in-
NANGCY fluenced and improved
The month of March
has been designated
The effects of the by presidential proc-
pandemic have been lamation to honor
with us for two years women’s contributions
now and will no doubt to American history.
continue for decades. The theme for Women’s
Two years ago we had History Month 2022
big plans at the Bloom- is Providing Healing,
ing Prairie Branch Promoting Hope,
Library to commemo- honoring caregivers
rate the 100th anniver- and frontline workers
sary of women gaining during the pandemic,
the right to vote. As as well as recognizing
you know, those plans “women who have pro-
and many others fell vided healing and hope
through. But that throughout history.”
doesn’t mean we can’t The website
individually celebrate www.yourdream.
and learn about the liveyourdream.org
women who fought shared some ways

for suffrage and other commemorate Women’s

History Month:

1. Explore the
history of women’s
rights. Visit the library
for books and movies
showcasing women.

2. Be aware of issues
women still face today.
There are still wage
inequities, work-
place stigmas, double
standards, domestic
violence, hiring bias,
the pink tax, and more
to be dealt with.

3. Support a women’s
nonprofit that works
with women and girls
in need.

4. Support wom-
en-owned businesses.
Women still are the
minority of business
owners. March is a
perfect time to show

Honoring womens
contributions to America

your solidarity with
these tenacious leaders,
entrepreneurs, and
service providers.

5. Write a thank you
note to a woman who
inspires you.

6. Watch TED talks
for women. The TED
website has a whole list
of videos about and by
women.

7. Support women
authors and artists by
reading their books and
appreciating their art.

8. Mentor a girl or
fellow woman. This
can change your life as
well as the one you are
helping.

Stop by the library
to find out more about
amazing women and
our own history.

OHS senior is
National Merit
Scholarship finalist

Claire Heyne, a se-
nior at Owatonna High
School, has been named
a finalist in the 2022
competition for Nation-
al Merit Scholarships.

She was among 2 mil-
lion students to take the
PSAT last fall; her score
was one of the best in
the state.

Heyne is one of about
15,000 students who
advanced to the finalist
stage, where they are in
the running to receive
a prestigious National
Merit Scholarship.

To become a final-
ist, she had to submit

a detailed application
with information about
her academic record,
participation in school
and community activi-
ties, leadership abilities,
employment and the
honors and awards
she’s received. Heyne
also had to write an
essay.

The scholarships
are awarded to the top
7,500 finalists and will
total about $30 million.
The winners of the 2022
National Merit Scholar-
ships will be announced
in stages, from April
through July.

Pruirie
Family & Sporis

CHIROPRACTIC
—_——

We've Got Your Back!!

Chiropractic Care, Massage Therapy,
D.O.T. Physicals, Drug/Alcohol Screenings,
CBD Oils, Nutritional Supplements,
Back Supports/Pillows, Biofreeze,
Hot/Cold Packs, Custom Orthotics,
and More.

_—Wererdrchad.or S ——

583-2271 . 866-5DR-CHAD
344 E. Main St.
Blooming Prairie, MN

7Y BIRTHDAYS

March 9
Jeremy Wangen
Nicki Bishop
Kylie Forystek
Kim Eaker Lang
Adrian Noble
March 10
Elizabeth Salinas ﬂ%
Brenda Yentsch &W
Ryan Glynn /I‘ :
Jean Farr y .‘
Aspen Clayton
Olivia Anderson S==
March 11
Harlan H March 13
1\?:;;11:[ N;rsl(s);n Ke}‘li \éVilliia:mson
Marion Mast ndrea Farr
arion vias Lonnie Lembke
March 12 Kelly Peterson
Riauna Bishop Evie Emanual
Denise Thompson
Charlotte Trom Elllvil;rscmlrle rllim
” John Abbe
4 March 15
7 Denny Zwiener
A Carol Fristedt
% Tony Motl
Adam Iversen
Kelly Njos
Kevin Christey

% HONEST-1°

honestlowatonna.com
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SUBMITTED PHOTO

Claire Heyne, an OHS senior, is one of 15,000 finalists
for a National Merit Scholarship. She is now waiting
to learn if she will be one of 7,500 students across
the country to receive one of the prestigious $2,500

scholarships.

SCHOOL LUNCH MENU

Blooming Prairie
Elementary School

March 10- Walking
taco, ham deli sub
sandwich, spicy pinto
beans, salsa, canned
fruit bar.

March 11- Grilled
cheese sandwich, chick-
en Caesar wrap, tomato
soup, red/orange bell
pepper, fresh fruit bar.

March 14- Crispy
chicken nuggets, bread
stick, chicken Caesar
salad, mashed potatoes,
gravy, baby carrots,
canned fruit bar.

March 15- Beef chili,
cinnamon roll, turkey
ranch wrap, potato
wedges, romaine let-
tuce, fresh fruit bar.

March 16- Chicken
and cheese quesadilla,
hotdog on whole grain
bun, black beans, salsa.

Blooming Prairie
High School

March 10- Walking
taco, ham deli sub
sandwich, cheese pizza,
spicy pinto beans, salsa.

March 11- Grilled
cheese sandwich, chick-
en Caesar wrap, max
stick, tomato soup, red/
orange bell pepper.

March 14- Crispy
chicken nuggets, bread
stick, chicken Caesar
salad, hotdog on whole
grain bun, mashed pota-
toes, gravy, baby carrots.

March 15- Beef chili,
cinnamon roll, pepper-
oni pizza, turkey ranch
wrap, potato wedges,
romaine lettuce.

March 16- Chicken
and cheese quesadilla,
corn dog, pulled pork
sandwich, black beans,
salsa.

Owatonna
student finalist
in spelling bee

A seventh grader
from Owatonna was one
of 12 spellers competing
in the Final Spelling
Bee last week in Roch-
ester.

Johanna Spielman
participated in the
bee held at Southeast
Service Cooperative on
March 1.

The champion of the
bee was Sam Passe,

an eighth grader from
Wabasha-Kellogg. He
spelled the word discre-
tionary in order to earn
the title.

First runner-up was
Addy Kobler, a fifth
grader from Plain-
view-Elgin-Milville.

The 12 finalists were
narrowed down from 59
representing 27 districts
in southeast Minnesota.

+
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TRINITY LUTHERAN
CHURCH
OWATONNA

For the last week, we
have all been watching
horrible events unfold-
ingin Ukraine. On our
screens, we have seen
images of tanks cross-
ing boulders, soldiers

video of the injured and
dying. We have heard
the pleas of Ukrainians
asking for assistance.
Our hearts break when
we see these images.
But there is some-
thing about watching
these events on our
TVs, computers, tablets,
or phones that creates
distance between us
and these events. While
they are terrible to
watch, they still feel so
very far away from us
here in Steele County.
There are some of us
who have said that we
know people, or we are
related to someone with

moving through the connections in Ukraine;
streets and missiles but generally, these
streaking across the scenes feel half a world
sky. We have seen away.

AREA WORSHIP SCHEDULE

LUTHERAN

AURORA LUTHERAN
6329 SE 28™ St., Owatonna
507-451-2819
Sunday Worship: 9 a.m.
Sundy School: 10:15 a.m.
office®@
auroralutheranchurch.org

COMMUNITY
LUTHERAN - ELCA
106 Third St. SE, Geneva
507-256-4288
Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.
Every 3" Saturday at 5 p.m.
communitylutherangene-
vamn@gmail.com

FIRST LUTHERAN-
AFLC
503 Radel Ct., Ellendale
507-684-2451
Sunday Worship 9 a.m.
Sunday School and Adult
Bible Study 10:15 a.m.
Call to Prayer Monday 7 p.m.
Bible Study
Wednesday 9:30 a.m.
Confirmation
Wednesday 6-7 p.m.
Youth Group
Wednesday 7-9 p.m.
Men's Bible Study
Saturday 8 a.m.
firstlutheranellendale@
yahoo.com

FIRST LUTHERAN -
ELCA
434 First St. SW, Blooming
Prairie
507-583-6621
Sunday Worship 9 a.m.
Sunday School 10 a.m.
firstluthoffice@yahoo.com

FIRST LUTHERAN -
LCMC
8953 SW 37" Ave., Hope
507-451-3854
Sunday Worship 9 a.m.
Sunday School and
Adult Ed 10:15 a.m.
flchopemn@gmail.com

GOOD SHEPHERD
LUTHERAN - LCMS
2500 7" Ave NE, Owatonna
507-451-4125
Sunday Hymn Service
8:30 a.m.

Sunday Praise Service,
Sunday School & Bible
Class 10 a.m.
info@gsowatonna.com

PONTOPPIDAN
LUTHERAN - ELCA
9651 SW 75™ st., Ellendale
507-213-0281
Sunday Worship 10:15 a.m.
Sunday School 9 a.m.
pontoppidaniemond®
outlook.com

REDEEMER LUTHERAN
- LCMS
1054 Truman Ave.,
Owatonna
507-451-2720

Sunday Worship 9 a.m.

Sunday Education Hour
10:15 a.m.

redeemerowatonna@
outlook.com

RED OAK GROVE
LUTHERAN- ELCA
30456 Mower-Freeborn Rd.,
Austin
BP: 507-402-9333
Austin: 507-437-3000
Sunday Worship 9 a.m.
www.roglutheran.org

ST.JOHN'S LUTHERAN
- LCMS
4532 SE 84" Ave., Claremont
507-528-2404
Sunday Worship 10:30
a.m. (2" & 4™ Sunday Holy
Communion)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m.
Wednesday: Advent 7 p.m.
(with Holy Communion)
sjlcoffice@frontiernet.net

ST.JOHN'S LUTHERAN
- LCMS

28959 630" Ave., Sargeant

320-674-0351
Sunday Worship 10:15 a.m.
Sunday School 9 a.m.

www.saintjohnssargeant.

jimdo.com

ST.JOHN LUTHERAN -
ELCA
1301 Lincoln Ave., Owatonna
507-451-7293
Sunday & Summer Worship
8a.m. & 9:30 a.m.
Thursday Worship 5:30 p.m.
Saturday 8 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
info@stjohnowatonna.com

ST. MICHAEL'S
LUTHERAN- ELCA
30450 570 Ave., Waltham
507-567-2474
Sunday Worship 9 a.m.
Pastor Barbara Finley-Shea
FB - St. Michael's Youth
Activities Waltham, MN

ST. PAUL'S LUTHERAN
- LCMS
202 E Park Ave., Hollandale
507-567-2272
Sunday Worship 8:30 a.m.
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
www.motorcitychurch.org

ST. PAUL'S LUTHERAN
— ELCA
2781 SW 92" Ave., Meriden
507-451-2165
Sunday Worship 10 a.m.
deaconbilliejo@gmail.com

TRINITY LUTHERAN-
ELCA
609 Lincoln Ave., Owatonna
507-451-4520
Sunday Worship -Sanctuary
8:15 a.m. & 9:30 a.m.,
Fellowship Hall 10:45 a.m.,
Live Stream 9:30 a.m. at
facebook.com/tlcowatonna
and tlcowatonna.org/
worshiplive
Live broadcast 9:30 a.m.
on KRUE 92.1 FM, Video
on Spectrum (CH181)
Metronet TV (Ch 900) and
owatonnalive.com Tuesday
at 4:30 p.m. Wednesday at 6
p.m. and Sunday at 11 a.m.
www.tlcowatonna.org/

TRINITY LUTHERAN -
ELCA
104 First St. SE, Hayfield
S507-477-2248
Sunday Worship 8 a.m.
& 10:30 a.m.
Sunday School 9:15 a.m.
www.trinityhayfield.org

TRINITY LUTHERAN -
LCMS
108 Third Ave. SW, Medford
507-451-0447
Sunday Worship 9 a.m.
Wednesday 6:30 p.m.
ticmedfordoffice@gmail.com

TRINITY LUTHERAN -
LCMS
57043 300" St., Waltham
507-567-2272
Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday School 9:15 a.m.
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ot so far

And they are. Physi-
cally, they are distant.

Iwould like to suggest
that these events are not
as distant as they may
feel. Humans are not
only physical creatures.
We have emotional,
intellectual and spiritu-
al sides to ourselves as
well. And for many of us,
when viewed through
these lenses, the conflict
in Ukraine feels much
closer.

Think of the young
child in Owatonna
who watches scenes of
destruction, and who is
frightened for the peo-
ple who live in Ukraine,
and who is frightened
for what may happen
someday closer to home.

Think of the anxiety

ZION LUTHERAN -
ELCA
7126 SW 98" st., Ellendale
Sunday Worship 8:30 a.m.
deaconbilliejo@gmail.com

OUR SAVIOR’'S
LUTHERAN - ELCA
1909 St. Paul Rd., Owatonna
507-451-4853
Sunday Worship 9:15 a.m.
www.oursaviorsowatonna.
com

CATHOLIC

CHRIST THE KING
205 Second Ave. NW,
Medford
507-451-4845
Mass: 5:30 p.m. Sat
Mass: 9 a.m. Mon & Fri
parishoffice@
stjosephowtonna.org

CHURCH OF ALL
SAINTS
307 SW First St.,
New Richland
507-234-6244
Saturday Mass: 5 p.m.
www.stannjan.com

HOLY TRINITY
CATHOLIC CHURCH
OF LITOMYSL
9946 SE 24" Ave., Owatonna
507-583-2784
Sunday Mass: 8:15 a.m.
Litomysl Finance Council:
2nd Thursday
Litomysl Pastoral Council: 2™
Thursday Every Other Month
www.litomysl.webs.com

SACRED HEART
CATHOLIC
150 NE Second St., Hayfield
507-477-2256
Saturday Mass: S p.m.
Saturday Reconciliation:
3:45 p.m.
www.stcolumbanuschurch.com

SACRED HEART
PARISH
810 S Cedar Ave., Owatonna
Mass Times: Daily Tuesday-
Friday at 7:15 a.m.
Saturday Mass: 5 p.m.
Sunday Mass: 8 a.m., 10 a.m.
12 p.m. (Spanish)
Reconciliation 4 p.m.
Saturday
Adoration Thursdays 8 a.m.
and 7 p.m.
www.sacredheartowatonna.org

ST. COLUMBANUS
CATHOLIC
114 E Main St.,
Blooming Prairie
507-583-2784
Sunday Mass: 10:30 a.m.
Reconciliation: 9 a.m. First
Friday & Saturday
www.stcolumbanuschurch.
com
columbanusbp®gmail.com

ST.JOSEPH CATHOLIC
PARISH
512 S Elm Ave., Owatonna
507-451-4845
Daily Mass: 8 a.m. Tues.,
Wed. & Fri.
Communion Service 8 a.m.
Thursday
Saturday Mass: 4 p.m.
Sunday Mass: 8 & 10 a.m.
Adoration Chapel available
Mon-Fri. 7 a.m. -5:30 p.m.
(Key fob required after hours
or weekend)
www.stjosephowatonna.org

that watching armed
conflict in real-time
creates within someone
who has been a victim
of violence before. What
is triggered for them?

Think of the pain
and fear that is felt in
the hearts of those who
have friends or relatives
who live in Ukraine?

Or whose grandparents
or great-grandparents
immigrated from there.

For these people, and
for many more, the con-
flict doesn’t feel quite so
distant.

As a community, we
need to pay attention to
the events and problems
that are going on in the
world around us, and
we need to respond.

We need to pray for

CHRISTIAN

CHRIST COMMUNITY
COVENANT

540 SE 18™ St., Owatonna
507-451-1032

Sunday Worship: 9 a.m.
Sunday Connections:
10:15 a.m.
WWW.
owatonnacovenantchurch.org

CHRISTIAN FAMILY
CHURCH
2300 Heritage Pl. NW,
Owatonna
507-455-3205
Sunday Worship 9 a.m.
www.cfchurches.org

VICTORY CHRISTIAN
CHURCH
1380 Rice Lake St. E., Owatonna
507-451-8111
Sunday Service: 10 a.m.
www.victorymn.org

PENTECOSTAL

FIRST UNITED
PENTECOSTAL
230 Locust Ave., Owatonna
507-363-3046
Sunday Worship: 10 a.m.
Wednesday Service: 7 p.m.

METHODIST

BLOOMING GROVE
UNITED METHODIST
43089 180 St., Medford

(Seven miles west of
Medford on CR. 23)
507-835-8726
Sunday Worship: 8:30 a.m.
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.
www.bloominggroveumc.org

ELLENDALE UNITED
METHODIST
200 Sixth St. NW, Ellendale
507-684-2731
Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m.
www.ellendaleumc.org

OWATONNA UNITED
METHODIST
815 E University St. — Owatonna
507-451-4734
Sunday Traditional Worship
(Pathways) 9 a.m.
www.owatonnaumc.org
NON-DENOMINATIONAL

CEDAR CREEK
30 E Main St., Hayfield
507-477-2255
Sunday Worship 10 a.m.
www.cedarcreekchurch.org

DESTINY CHRISTIAN
2515 Harvest Lane NW-
Owatonna
507-456-4775
Sunday Worship:9 a.m.
Wednesday Worship: 6:30-
7:30 p.m. 1st & 3"9every month
www.destinycc.org

ELEVATION NORTH
2002 Austin Rd., Owatonna
507-363-3099
Sunday Worship
(English) 10 a.m.
Sunday School: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship
(Spanish) 2 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study:
6:30 p.m.
Spanish Evangelism &
Prayer: Friday 7 p.m.
www.elevationnorth.
blogspot.com

Monuments

LEGACY MONUMENT SALES

Call for a catalog to view in the comfort
of your home. We are here to help you
create your monument by email or phone.

Leon’s Cell 507-456-7864
Lori’s Cell 507-456-3735
landlbo@gmail.com

LEON & LORI BOHLMAN

LERBERG’S
FITNESS
CENTER

& CARWASH

118 5th Ave.
Ellendale

507-684-2471

DDS, MBS

Buildin
9’(@0/1‘6{;
Smiles!

132 2" Ave Nf|
Blooming Prairie
507.583.6613

—H—rP>—Amon ON——Z0U0I-%0

FREE
CONSULTATION

w‘dﬂw *
(mew MARKET

237 Hwy. Ave. S.
Blooming Prairie

507-583-6671

GRANITE & MONUMENT

“Creating Your Story in Stone”

1180 Frontage Rd E « Owatonna

507-455-9551
www.owatonnagranite.com

FLOORs
TECH,

322 East Main St.
Blooming Prairie

507-583-2276

ip & Faith

victims, to contribute to
rebuilding efforts and
to prepare to welcome
refugees who are trying
to escape violence.

And we need to
pay attention closer to
home. We need to listen
to each other. We need
to hear and understand
fear and anxiety. We
need to offer comfort.
Pay special attention to
children, who may be
processing mass trage-
dy for the first time and
may feel overwhelmed.

In the 23" Psalm,
we are reminded that
when we walk through
the places of shadow,
we can fear no evil,
for God is with us; the
Good Shepherd’s rod
and staff comfort us.

NEW BEGINNINGS
332 14" st. NE, Owatonna
507-413-0209
Sunday Worship: 10 a.m.
Wednesday Service: 7 p.m.
www.nbclife.org

SIMPLY CHURCH
105 2" St., Geneva
507-438-5418
Sunday Bible Study: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m.
Tuesday Worship: 5:30 p.m.
Wednesday Worship: 5:30 p.m.

MENNONITE

PRAIRIE MENNONITE
13638 750" St. —
Blooming Prairie
507-583-7532
Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Pray Meeting:
7:30 p.m.
www.prairiemennonite.org

MORMON

CHURCH OF JESUS
CHRIST OF LATTER
DAT SAINTS
404 31st St. NW, Austin
507-433-9042
Sunday Worship: 9 a.m.
www.churchofjesuschrist.org

SEVENTH-DAY
ADVENTIST

SEVENTH DAY
ADVENTIST
2373 Seventh Ave NE,
Owatonna
651-955-4032
Saturday Worship: 11 a.m.
Saturday Bible Study: 9:30 a.m.
www.owatonnasdachurch.org

uccC

CONGREGATIONAL
UNITED CHURCH
OF CHRIST
211 Main St. S., Medford
507-451-4596
Sunday Worship: 10 a.m.
WWW.UCC.0rg

PRESBYTERIAN

ASSOCIATED CHURCH
Presbyterian Church (USA)
and United Church of Christ
800 Havana Rd., Owatonna
507-451-1546
Sunday Worship: 9 a.m.
(Fellowship, Sunday School and
Adult Discussion follow service)
Wednesday Activities Sept-
May (see website for schedule)
wwwassociatedchurch.org
office@associatedchurch.org

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
109 E Main St., Hayfield
507-477-2631
Sunday Worship: 10 a.m.
WWW.
firstpresbyterianhayfield.com

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
P.O. Box 66
121 East St. N., Claremont
507-528-2320
Sunday Worship: 10 a.m.
www.faithstreet.com

BAPTIST

FIRST BAPTIST
104 First Ave., Blooming Prairie
507-583-2673

The world was already
under stress. COVID,
polarization, violence
surrounds us. Add the
war in Ukraine into the
mix and it feels like all
this emotion is put into
a pop can and the can
is being shaken. For
many, it begins to feel
overwhelming.

But remember that
we are never alone. Re-
member to pray for the
victims in Ukraine and
for all who are affected.
Remember to care for
each other. Listen empa-
thetically, offer comfort,
and extend grace to
each other. This is what
it is to be a community.

And remember to
trust in God who prom-
ises to be with us.

Sunday Worship: 10 a.m.
Sunday School: 9 a.m.
Sunday Bible Study: 11:30 a.m.
Wednesday Service: 6:30 p.m.
www.fbcbloomingprairie.org

FIRST BAPTIST
(Owatonna's
Oldest Church)

123 E Main St., Owatonna
507-272-9834
Sunday Fellowship: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m.
www.firstbaptistowatonna.com

GRACE BAPTIST-
OWATONNA
65 26™ St., Owatonna
507-451-3494
Sunday Worship: 10 a.m.
Sunday School: 8:45 a.m.
Sunday Evening: 5 p.m.
Wednesday Adult
Service 7 p.m.
Wednesday Youth
Service 7 p.m.
gracebaptistministry.org
info@gracebaptistministry.org

BETHEL BAPTIST
1611 Hemlock Ave., Owatonna
507-451-8548
Sunday Worship:
9a.m. & 10:30 a.m.

FREE CHURCH

CORNERSTONE
EVANGELICAL FREE
1500 18™ St. SE, Owatonna
507-446-5850
Sunday Worship: 9 a.m.
Sunday School: 10:30 a.m.
www.cornerstoneowtonna.com

NORTHRIDGE
CHURCH OF GOD
1650 7™ Ave. NE, Owatonna
507-451-5467
Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m.
Prayer: 7-8 p.m.
www.churchnorthridge.com

BRIDGE OF HOPE
500 Dunnell Dr., Owatonna
507-215-2249
Sunday Bible Study: 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship: 10 a.m.
Friday RU Recover pfm: 7 p.m.

ST. PAUL EPISCOPAL
CHURCH
220 S. Cedar Ave., Owatonna
507-451-5319
Sunday Worship: 9 a.m. and
1p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study: 11 a.m.
Wednesday Evening: 7 p.m.
www.stpaulsowatonna.org

EMMANUEL
EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN
750 Jeffrey St., Owatonna
507-455-2729
Sunday Worship: 4 p.m.
Monday Worship: 7 p.m.
www.emmanuel-wels-
owatonna.com

H HONEST-1°
AUTO CARE

1125 S Oak Ave
Owatonna, MN 55060-3701

507-431-4576

www.Honest1Owatonna.com

ADVOCATE. VOLUNTEER.

" LIV UNITED

1850 Austin Rd Ste 103
Owatonna, MN 55060

507-455 1 180

Text UWSC2021 to 202-858-1233

Umted
way

United Way
of Steele County

|nfv org

Johnson, Doerhoefer
& Miner P.A.
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOU
314 E. Main St.
Blooming Prairie
507-583-7528
685 W. Bridge St.
Owatonna
S507-451-9136
133 N. Broadway
New Richland
507-465-3810

NTANTS

£
FARMERS

INSURANCE

Mike Bishman

121 W. Broadway St.
Owatonna

507-451-0193

REALIEE

COOPRRATIVE
CREPATHYE

Vibrant Living For
Individuals 55 & Older
at a Reasonable Price

Call Jon Arnett @

455-3735 for a tour
236 22nd St. SE - Owatonna

VALLEYVIEW OF OWATONNA

1212 W Fron‘rage Rd Owatonna, MN
507-451-0722

valleyviewofowatonna.com
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Gift to our Steele County Friends

Who cherish local news

Dear Reader,

We hope you enjoy
this sample copy of the
Steele County Times.
Inside, you’ll find
traditional, honest
yurnalism without any

spin, false narratives or
hidden agendas. It’s
real community news
that can be delivered to
your home every week!

Why the Steele County Times?

edia shapes our perception of the

SUBSGRIBE TODAY

Blooming Prairie, Ellendale and Medford as well

world around us. If we don’t have an as the greater community of Steele County in

accurate source of information, we
won’t have an accurate understanding of the
world.

The mission of the Steele County Times is to
provide quality community news grounded in
truth, facts and to prevent people from being
misled. We are not controlled by any special
interests.

‘We have the best interests of Owatonna,

mind with our coverage each week. We have
talented and experienced writers covering all of
these communities. Plus, the Steele County
Times was recently awarded General Excellence
in the Minnesota Newspaper Association’s Better
Newspaper Contest. We are committed to
producing the best possible newspaper.

We pride ourselves on being ALWAYS
LOCAL. ALL THE TIME.

We offer a reasonably priced
subscription that will not only
provide you with accurate news and
features, but also contribute to the
revival of American journalism and

help safeguard our freedoms for

future generations.

14-Month E-Edition for $35

14-Month Print for $49
24-Month Print for $80

NATIONAL
SIGNING DAY 85

Minister
among
those

-«  Read this sample copy

and decide for yourself

County names interim health directors
County treasurer to step in to provide support

Ellendale p!

‘Misinformation’

“Every article is full of interesting

BP board
extends
Staloch's
contract

newsworthy information. Not just
filler type stuff that many

newspapers put in their paper. You

have a great group of dedicated
‘ writers that know how to write

hs;len“cm;twh;taxreturns

Borchardt hangs up a S0-uear career as atax preparer

articles that are interesting to read

Police
chief

from beginning to end.”

« CARL AND DENISE WIEMAN
SUBSCRIBERS

BY PHONE

507-583-4431 5 ——

IN PERSON 109 W. Rose St. « Owatonna

NAME ON CARD

| “
| I
| 411 E. Main St.  Blooming Prairie S TEELE Il
g ,
baded By MAIL Steele County Times Y
—— 4 |
— P.O. Box 247 |
== Blooming Prairie, MN 55917
| G Lo
&”D ONLINE www.SteeleCountyTimes.com |
= ’ P!
| |
| a Yes, I'd like to subscribe for: [[] 14 Months for $49 (] 24 Months for $80 |
Save $8 Save $18
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THE STATE'S BEST

ports

Steele County produces 3 state champs

ERNE T B ¥ B ]
v j'"@' - p{ £ e

&Y

»

R

COURTESY GLEN MEGER
It's back-to-back state championship titles for Owatonna's Landen Johnson.

“I've been through a lot this year and it felt really good
to go out on top the way that | did."

— Charley Elwood
Medford State Champion

BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
SPORTS EDITOR

hree local
wrestlers —
Rian Grun-
wald, Charley
Elwood and Landen
Johnson — all finished
the 2021-2022 season
by winning state titles
at the Minnesota State
High School League
(MSHSL) state tourna-
ment this past weekend.

Headlining the
show was Grunwald,
who took home the
first-ever MSHSL Girls
114-pound title with a
10-2 major decision win
over Aitkin’s Madelyn
Strohmayer.

Owatonna’s senior
captain realized her
dream by beating
Strohmayer handily in
the final match, aveng-
ing her loss to Stohmay-
er in the section finals.

Huskies head coach
Derek Johnson said
that he and Grunwald
went to the drawing
board after Grun-
wald’s section loss to
Strohmayer and knew
exactly what they need-
ed to work on to win at
the state tournament.

On Saturday, the
game plan was executed
to perfection as Grun-
wald controlled the
match from the opening
whistle to take home
Owatonna’s first-ever
girls state title.

Grunwald was Steele
County’s only first-time
state champion of the
tournament.

Following Grun-
wald’s performance
was Medford’s Elwood,
who took home his
third MSHSL state title
by cruising his way
through the 138-pound
division.

Elwood left no doubt
who was the rightful
winner at 138 pounds
by beating Blackduck/
Cass Lake-Bena/Kel-
liher’s Christian Pater
15-0 by technical fall.

Elwood mixed a

flurry of takedowns and
near fall attempts while
playing perfect defense
to walk back to his
corner with one more
state title than he came
in with.

“It felt really, really
good. I've been through
a lot this year and it felt
really good to go out on
top the way that I did,”
said Elwood.

Elwood was also able
to share a special week-
end with his brother,
Tommy, who placed
fifth in the 126-pound
division earlier in the
tournament.

“It’s awesome. Tom-
my, you know, I know
he’ll do better in these
upcoming years. I know
it’s not what he wanted
today, but he’s got a cou-
ple more years. I know
he’ll end up on top.”

Rounding out the
championship runs

on the weekend was
Owatonna’s Johnson,
who made it back-to-
back state titles at 160
pounds with a 10-3
decision win over St.
Michael-Albertville’s
Jed Wester.

The North Dakota
State commit could be
seen smiling on the mat
as he rolled his way to
victory with another
clean sweep of the
160-pound division.

Close to joining
Grunwald, Elwood and
Johnson at the state
finals were Medford’s
Tate Hermes and
NRHEG’s Ralph Roesler
and Makota Misgen.

Hermes, Roesler and
Misgen all took second
in their finals matches,
with Misgen narrowly
missing out on a state
title after losing in
sudden-death double
overtime.

STAFF PHOTO BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS

Medford's Charley Elwood sports a black eye and

a state title first-place medal atop the podium at
the MSHSL state tournament. Elwood won by a 15-0
technical fall to take home his third state title.

STAFF PHOTO BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
Owatonna senior captain Rian Grunwald is all smiles as the referee raises her hand
to make her the first-ever MSHSL 114-pound girls state champion. Grunwald took
down Aitkin's Madelyn Strohmayer by a 10-2 major decision to win the title.

STAFF PHOTO BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS

Defending 160-pound state champion Landen Johnson of Owatonna smiles mid-match
as he works his way to repeating his title run. Johnson won a 10-3 decision over St.
Michael-Albervtille's Jed Wester to make it back-to-back state titles for the senior.
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One Husky makes history, another repeats

BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
SPORTS EDITOR

Saturday, March 5
is a day that will go
down in Owatonna
wrestling history
as Rian Grunwald
became the first-ever
girls 114-pound state
champion and Landen
Johnson repeated his
160-pound state title.

The two wrestlers
sat atop their respec-
tive brackets and de-
livered as favorites in
the tournament to give
Owatonna fans the
thrill of victory again
in 2022.

Grunwald made
her way to history by
beating Sauke Center’s
Lanna Walter by a 10-6
decision before win-
ning her finals match
against Aitkin’s Mad-
elyn Strohlmayer by a
10-2 major decision.

Not only will
Grunwald’s name be
forever enshrined in
the Minnesota state
record books, but she
is also Owatonna High
School’s first-ever girl
state champion.

STAFF PHOTO BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS

Owatonna's Landen Johnson is all smiles as he looks to wrap up his semifinal match against Willmar. Johnson won the match 5-0 and went on
to repeat as the 160-pound state champ by beating St. Michael-Albertville 10-3 in the final match.

On the boys side,
Johnson success-
fully defended his

160-pound title on
Saturday by beat-
ing Willmar’s Jonas

STAFF PHOTO BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS

Owatonna junior Cael Robb eyes his opponent as he looks to make a move in the
132-pound third-place match. Robb went on to win the third-place match 4-2 and
earned his place near the top of the podium.

Anez by a 5-0 decision
before taking down St.
Michael-Albertville’s
Jed Wester by a 10-3
decision to show why
he is the top dog at 160
pounds.

Also competing for
Owatonna at the state
meet were Cael Robb,
Isabella Townley, Lane
Karsten and Andrew
Nirk.

Robb put on a show
in the 132-pound third-
place match after
suffering a loss on day
one of the tournament.

The junior won his
third-place match by
a 4-2 decision after
outscoring opponents
13-0 in the consolation
bracket to get back
into the mix on the
podium.

Townley also had a
memorable day at the
state tournament and
came in third place for
Owatonna in the girls
107-pound bracket.

Townley’s third-
place finish went down
as Owatonna’s first of-
ficial score at the girls
state meet and Town-
ley’s initial 107-pound
match against Forest
Lake’s Aspen Blas-
ko was Owatonna’s
first-ever appearance
at the girls state meet.

As for Karsten
and Nirk, the fresh-
man and senior were
unable to win their
first-round matchups
on day one and found
themselves being
forced to take no-con-
test losses due to their

first-round opponents
losing in the next
round to meet them
in the consolation
bracket.

Neither Karsten
nor Nirk placed at the
state meet.

However, in a group
of six athletes, Owaton-
na will be more than
happy to take home
four podium finishes
and will have plenty
of celebrating to do for
Grunwald and John-
son taking state titles
back to Owatonna.

Grunwald and
Johnson will leave the
Owatonna wrestling
program next season
due to graduation,
and leave their senior
legacy on the program
as state champions.

Tigers place 3
on state podium

BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
SPORTS EDITOR

The Medford
Tigers were able
to celebrate three
podium finishes at
the Minnesota State
High School League
(MSHSL) state meet
this past weekend at
the Xcel Energy Cen-
ter in St. Paul.

Medford junior
138-pounder Charley
Elwood earned his
third state title while
fellow junior Tate
Hermes took second
at 160 pounds and
Elwood’s freshman
brother, Tommy, took
fifth at 126 pounds.

The elder Elwood
capped a spectacu-
lar 25-1 season with

a 15-0 technical fall
win in the state finals
match over Black-
duck/Cass Lake-Be-
na/Kelliher’s (BCLB)
Christian Prater to
take home his third
title.

Meanwhile, Her-
mes made a run to
the finals in the
160-pound bracket
after winning three
straight decisions
over Dover-Eyota,
United North Central
Warriors and Kerk-
hoven-Murdock-Sun-
berg.

However, Hermes
was edged 7-0 by
Jackson County Cen-
tral’s Payton Handev-
idt, who finished the
year on a 55-3 tear.

Tommy Elwood

made his presence felt
at the tournament as
a freshman by win-
ning his initial match
against Dover-Eyota
by a 5-0 decision be-
fore ultimately losing
to Royalton/Upsala

in the quarterfinal
round.

Elwood made a
run in the consola-
tion bracket, but lost
to Border West to
enter the third-place
match.

Relegated to the
fifth-place match, El-
wood made his way to
the fifth-place spot on
the podium by receiv-
ing a medical forfeit
from Chatfield.

Also wrestling for
Medford at the state
tournament were

-
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STAFF PHOTO BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS

Medford's Tommy Elwood fights to control his opponent from his back. Elwood
took fifth place in the 126-pound division as a freshman this season.
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STAFF PHOTO BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS

Medford's Charley Elwood works from top position during his state final match. Elwood won the match against BCLB by a 15-0 technical fall to

win his third state title.

106-pounder Luis
Lopez, 152-pounder
Garron Hoffman and
182-pounder Dylan
Heiderscheidt.

Lopez made it
through his first
match against Min-
neota before being
taken out in the sec-
ond round by Hold-
ingford via injury
forfeit.

Both Hoffman and
Heiderscheidt were
beaten in the first
round on day one and
neither wrestler was
able to advance in the
consolation bracket.

Tigers fans will
be able to celebrate a
state title win again
with Charley Elwood
bringing home the
hardware, while
Tommy Elwood and
Hermes will look to
make the leap to the
top of the podium
next season.
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Three Panthers place at state

Roesler, Misgen take home runner-up fitles
o e T L

BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
SPORTS EDITOR

The NRHEG Pan-
thers saw Annabelle
Petsinger, Ralph
Roesler and Makota
Misgen all earn podium
finishes at the Minne-
sota State High School
League state meet last
weekend.

Roesler and Misgen
both made their way
to runner-up finishes,
earning their medals
after battling in the
championship match.

Roesler took home
second at 195 pounds
after making a run
through the division
with three consecutive
wins to reach the finals.

On his way, Roesler
won an 11-6 decision
against Dover-Eyota, a
3-1 sudden victory win
against United North
Central and a win
by fall against Atwa-
ter-Cosmos-Grove City
in the semifinal round.

Roesler’s elation was
obvious after his win by
fall as the senior shout-
ed, “Finals, baby!” to
an electrified NRHEG
crowd of fans.

In the final match,
Roesler battled with
Benson’s Thomas
Dineen, but ultimately
got caught and pinned
in the first round to
place second.

As for Misgen, the ju-
nior made a run to the
285-pound final match
by winning some close-
ly-contested decisions.

Misgen proved his
heart on the mat by
beating Jackson County
Central’s Cameron
Scholton 1-0, Minneota’s
Jackson Esping 3-2 and
Eden valley-Watkins’

Austin Schlangen 5-1.
In the finals match
against Royalton/Upsa-
la’s Jeremy Mugg, Mis-

gen was forced to dig
deep as the match came
down to double over-
time to determine the
winner of the 285-pound
state title.

Misgen chose to take
the bottom position to
begin the final 30-sec-
ond period, but was
unable to escape Mugg
and earn the point he
needed to win.

Sophomore Anna-
belle Petsinger made
waves at the state meet
by taking third place
in the first-ever girls
120-pound division.

Petsinger opened the
tournament with a 7-4
decision loss to Orton-
ville’s Brooklyn Con-
rad, but earned her way
into third place with a
win by fall over Mora’s
Nora Houglum.

Petsinger will go
down in the history
books as a state med-
alist in the inaugural
girls state tournament
as well as become
NRHEG's first state
medalist in the girls
tournament.

Petsinger’s older
brother, Nikolas, also
competed at the state
meet but did not place.

The elder Petsing-
er won his opening
match by fall against
LPGE-Browerille’s Bra-
den Thom, but was best-
ed by Caledonia-Hous-
ton’s Owen Denstad in
the next round via a 3-2
decision to be sent to
the consolation bracket.

In the consolation
bracket, Petsinger
beat St. Agnes’ Johnny
Cummings by fall, but
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STAFF PHOTO BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS

NRHEG junior 285-pounder Makota Misgen tries to hold his Royalton/Upsala opponent down in the 285-pound
championship match. Misgen lost the title match in double overtime after being unable to escape from the

bottom position.

lost his next match 3-1
in a sudden victory
period against West
Central Area/Ashby/
Brandon-Evansville’s
Hunter Gruchow.

Rounding out
the tournament for
NRHEG was fresh-
man 220-pounder Ben
Hagen who took two
consecutive losses at
the tournament to Ber-
tha-Hewitt/Verndale/
Parkers Prairie and
Howard Lake-Waver-
ly-Winstead.

The Panthers
will lose Roesler and
Nikolas Petsinger
to graduation next
season, while Misgen,
Annabelle Petsinger
and Hagen will look to
return to the state meet
and reach the top of the
podium.
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STAFF PHOTO BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS

NRHEG senior wrestler Ralph Roesler is overcome with emotion after making it to
the 195-pound state title match. Roesler lost by fall to Thomas Dineen in the final

match.

Westfield shut out in St. Paul

-

BY JOHNNIE PHILLIP
SPORTS EDITOR

The Westfield Razor-
backs were unable to
return from the Minne-
sota State High School
League state meet
with any hardware at
the conclusion of the
weekend.

Bo Zwiener, Ty-
ler Archer and Cade
Christianson made the
journey to the Xcel En-
ergy Center in St. Paul,
but were held to just one
win by Tyler Archer
over the course of the
tournament.

Archer’s win came
in the opening round of
the 170-pound bracket
where he beat Wade-
na-Deer Creek’s Koby
Endres by a 7-1 decision.

-
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However, Archer was
beaten 10-8 in sudden
victory by Badger/GB-
MR’s Ethan Waage to be
sent to the consolation
bracket.

In the consolation
bracket, Archer was
sent home after los-
ing a 4-1 decision to
Kenyon-Wanamingo’s
Jaedin Johnson.

Zwiener was unable
to hold off Holdingford’s
Masyn Patrick in the
opening round of the
tournament and lost a
9-1 major decision.

The consolation
bracket was not kind to
Zwiener as the fresh-
man lost his next match
to LPGE/Browerille’s
Gavin Albers by a 5-0
decision and was sent
home.

STAFF PHOTO BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
Westfield's Bo Zwiener looks to secure a takedown in his opening match against
Holdingford's Masyn Patrick. Zwiener went on to lose the match against Patrick
by a 9-1 major decision.

Christianson suf-
fered a similar fate
as Zwiener and was
forced to the conso-
lation bracket after
losing by fall to Bird
Island-Olivia-Lake Lil-
lian District‘s (BOLD)
Austin Kiecker in the
opening round.

From there, Chris-
tianson was sent home
in the first consolation
match by Pipestone Ar-
ea’s Nate Bobendirer
via a 4-2 decision.

Westfield will
lose returning state
qualifier Archer to
graduation next sea-
son, but Zwiener and
Christianson will have
another opportunity to
avenge their losses, if
they qualify again next
year.

|

STAFF PHOTO BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
Westfield's Tyler Archer tries to break his Wadena-Deek Creek opponent down at the
beginning of the second period in the quarterfinal round. Archer went on to win the

match by a 7-1 decision to advance.
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Diving into state competition

Pzepho represents Huskies dive at state

BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
SPORTS EDITOR

Junior diver Cole
Piepho represented
the Owatonna boys
swim and dive team at
the Minnesota State
High School League
(MSHSL) state swim
and dive tournament.

Piepho was Owaton-
na’s sole athlete at the
state meet after quali-
fying to dive by placing
fourth at the Section
1AA meet.

“It was really close
between our guys and
who went to state. Cole
took fourth and our
other two athletes,
Henry Hilgendorf and
Ethan Peterson, took
fifth and sixth; just
missing the four--
athlete cut off,” said
Owatonna dive coach
Chris Snow.

Regardless of being
the only athlete at the
state meet, Huskies
fans and teammates
alike showed up dawn-
ing school colors to
cheer on Piepho, who
made his run to the
state meet in his first
year ever diving for
Owatonna.

“He had done some
trampoline work over
the summer and we
thought he would be
good, but he’s blown us
away with his skill and

five-dive routine in the
preliminary rounds
with a 25.50-point dive
that put him at 20"
place to begin the sec-
ond round.

Another solid
23.60-point dive im-
proved his score to 59.10
total points to move to
18 place, however, a
rocky 17.85-point third
dive moved him back to
24t place.

Piepho’s fourth dive
did not improve his

score either.

The 16.40-point dive
put the junior in 29*
place with one dive
remaining, a near-im-
possible task to make
the qualifying rounds
at 15" place or better.

Regardless, Piepho
finished the day on a
high note by posting
his best dive of the day,
a 32-point showing that
moved him to 26% place.

Snow said that
despite Piepho not mak-

ing it to the next round
to dive at the state
finals, he is excited to
get back to the drawing
board with him for
next season and wants
to highlight his feat of
making it to the state
meet in his first year in
the sport.

Piepho’s elimination
from the state meet’s
preliminary rounds
marked the official end
of the Huskies swim
and dive season.

“He's blown us away with his skill and athleticism."

— Chris Snow
Owatonna Swimming Coach

athleticism. It’s been
fun watching him grow
and excel as a diver,”
said Snow.

Piepho started his

STAFF PHOTO BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
Owatonna junior diver Cole Piepho prepares to jump
off of the diving board at the MSHSL state meet. Piepho
was eliminated from the state meet's final rounds after
finishing in 26 place in the preliminary round.

STAFF PHOTO BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
Owatonna junior diver Cole Piepho breaks the surface on his first dive attempt at
the MSHSL state meet. Piepho scored 25.50 points on his first dive to take 20 place.

Ukrainian boxers
take the fight
outside of the ring

Dogfight puts Panthers
over top Bucs 52-51

BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
SPORTS EDITOR While the world
watches Russia contin-

The NRHEG Pan- ue its attempts to invade
thers kept their season and conquer Ukraine,
alive last Thursday four prominent
by beating the WEM Ukrainian boxers have
Buccaneers 52-51 at decided to leave their
Mankato East High gloves in the gym and o . ;
School in the quar- take the fight outside of _
terfinal round of the the ring in their home Steele Sports
Section 2A A A playoffs. country. JOHNNIE PHILLIPS

It was a dogfight for Oleksandr Usyk,
both sides as the two Vasily Lomachenko,
teams battled to a tie as well as brothers,
in the first half before Wladimir and Vit- Territorial Unit after
NRHEG edged out the aly Klitschko, have returning to Ukraine
Buccaneers by one all joined Ukraine’s from Greece after the
point for the win. national defense efforts invasion began.

“It was a tough bat- in the past week to fight Usyk, on the other
tle all night. I am very the invading Russian hand, put an approach-
proud of this team and forces. ing bout with former
what they have accom- As the mayor of Kyiv heavyweight world
plished this season,” — the capital of Ukraine = champion Anthony
said NRHEG head — Vitali Klitschko has Joshua on hold to join a
coach Onika Peterson. led from the forefront territorial defense unit

The Panthers and of the defense efforts in Kyiv to help defend
Buccaneers found working with both the Ukraine’s capital.
themselves in a defen- Ukrainian government To witness these four
sive gridlock in the and the civilians of Kyiv  athletes put their lives
first half. to ensure the safety on the line for their

Both team featured of the population as country despite making
scoring runs followed much of the country is millions of dollars annu-
by extended droughts currently facing. ally in boxing is inspir-
en route to being tied “The armed forces ing to say the least.
23-23 come halftime. of Ukraine heroically In my opinion, itis a

After the half, both defend our land. We at testament to the heart
sides were able to Kyiv are ensuring the of fighters.
improve their first half functioning of the capi- In a time when the
point totals. tal’s critical infrastruc- world needs inspira-

However, it was ture. We are doing ev- tion and heroism, these
NRHEG that won the erything to protect our four athletes have de-
scoring battle in the city. Perseverance and cided to put everything
end by outscoring determination. Unity on the line to protect
WEM 29-28 to edge out and a cold mind! Only their fellow innocent

the one-point win. there we will stand,” countrymen and
Senior Sophie Stork said Vitali Klitschko in women from harm, no
made her mark on an Instagram postfrom  matter the harsh con-
the game by scoring Feb. 23. sequences they may
23 points while junior Vitali and Wladimir pay in doing so.
point guard Sidney have long been figures Some things in life
Schultz supplied the of Ukrainian heroism are bigger than sports
Panthers with 21 as the two heavyweight and the actions of Usyk,
points. - ; boxers both held world Lomachenko and the
Together, Stork and STAFF PHOTO BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS titles at separate times Klitschko brothers are
Schultz accounted NRHEG junior guard Sidney Schultz drives the lane against Medford. Schultz over the course of their areminder that athletes
for 44 of NRHEG’s 52 finished with eight points in NRHEG's 67-50 win against Medford. careers. are more than just the
points. Alsojoining the fight  game that they play or
Earlier in the the pace for the game. offense in the second win by 17 points. were Lomachenko and the uniform they wear.
week, NRHEG won its The Panthers kept half, but this time it “It was a great Usyk, who have tak- T hope to see all four
opening-round game their foot on the gas was Medford who out- game. The team played en roles as volunteer leave the conflict in
against Medford 67-50. to end the first half scored NRHEG 31-30. well, had an awesome soldiers in their native Ukraine unharmed
NRHEG got off to a leading by 18 points at The boost in scoring  home-court advantage regions of Ukraine. at its conclusion and
blistering start against ~ 37-19. for the Tigers was still with such a fun student Lomachenko is wish them nothing but
Medford and leaped Both sides found not enough in the end, section. Medford is a currently serving in the best in their future
out to a 12-0 lead to set continued success on and NRHEG went on to See DOGFIGHT on B6 » the Belgorod-Dniester endeavors.
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Huskies smoke Red Wing 70-37,
end conference play with perfect record

BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
SPORTS EDITOR

The Owatonna
Huskies boys basketball
team continued its dom-
inance in the Big Nine
Conference by beating
Red Wing 70-37 at home.

In standard fashion,
Owatonna took the
reins of the game early
and never looked back.,

The Huskies jumped

out to a 34-16 lead at
halftime thanks to
40.7% shooting from the
field and 35% shooting
from three-point range
on 27 total first-half
field goal attempts.

Red Wing found itself
in an offensive hole by
allowing almost double
the amount of field goal
attempts that it had in
the first half shooting
the ball only 14 times

compared to Owaton-
na’s 27 shot attempts.

Coming out of half-
time, Owatonna contin-
ued to score points in
bunches by lighting up
the scoreboard for 36
more points.

A blistering 60.9% of
Owatonna’s field goal
attempts dropped in
the second half against
Red Wing for the Hus-
kies to jump out to the

STAFF PHOTO BY JACOB SEYKORA

Owatonna's Ty Creger maneuvers his way through the Red Wing defense. Creger
finished the 70-37 win against Red Wing flirting with a triple-double at five points,
six rebounds and eight assists.

33-point win.

It was an all-around
dominating perfor-
mance by the Huskies
who led the game in all
major categories includ-
ing points, rebounds,
assists, blocks and
steals.

Even bigger for the
Huskies was the team’s
ability to retain posses-
sion of the ball.

The Huskies had less
than ten turnovers all
game and benefitted
greatly from points off
of Red Wing’s 12 turn-
overs.

Leading Owatonna
on the scorecard was se-
nior Brayden Williams
with 22 points.

Earlier in the week,
Owatonna had its hands
full dealing with a
Mankato East squad
that made the Huskies
fight all the way to the
end for the 71-66 win.

In unusual fashion,
Owatonna found itself
trailing at halftime to
the Cougars 37-32.

However, Owaton-
na head coach Josh
Williams found the
answers Owatonna
needed in the second
half and put his team in
the position to mount a
comeback in the second
half.

The Huskies exe-
cuted the game plan to
perfection and managed
to escape Mankato with
the 71-66 win behind big
scoring performances
from Williams and
senior forward Evan
Dushek.

Williams led the
team again with 27
points, however, Du-
shek’s double-double

STAFF PHOTO BY JACOB SEYKORA

Owatonna senior Noah Kubicek goes full-extension
on a shot attempt against Red Wing. Kubicek was
held scoreless but contributed two rebounds and two
assists in Owatonna's 70-37 win.

with 21 points and 10
rebounds provided
Owatonna with its
typical one-two punch
combination that has
kept the Huskies unde-
feated in the Big Nine
Conference all season.

The Huskies’ two
wins were their last of
the regular season and
kept the team at a per-
fect 22-0 mark in-con-
ference and a solid 24-2
overall.

See HUSKIES on B6 »

Panthers
knock
Huskies
out of
playoffs

BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
SPORTS EDITOR

The No. 7 Owaton-
na Huskies fell to the
No. 2 Lakeville North
Panthers 72-36 in
the opening round of
the Minnesota State
High School League
(MSHSL) playoffs last
week.

Owatonna started
the game in an offensive
slump, and fell behind
12-0 after an early run
by the Panthers.

“When you miss
those first few shots it’s
hard because you're
working so hard to get
them off. That little
lead, in the beginning,
was big for them until
we made a run coming
back. But credits to
them, they have some
really good shooters,”
said Owatonna head
coach Lindsey Hugs-
tad-Vaa.

Hugstad-Vaa said
that she knew the game
was going to be an
uphill battle on the road
against the Panthers,
and that the Panthers’
post players and depth
shooters were specific
areas of focus during
the week at practice.

After falling behind
12-0, Owatonna man-
aged to mount a come-
back in the first half by

bringing the Panthers
lead to just five points.

However, a late
rally by the Panthers
that was sparked by
consistent three-point
shooting and success-
ful bonus free-throw
attempts brought the
Panthers’ lead to 15
points at 37-22.

Hugstad-Vaa said
that coming out of
halftime, the team
had to reevaluate its
defensive strategy by
emphasizing pressure
and rebounding.

The Panthers’ ability
to move the ball freely
led to multiple sec-
ond-chance opportuni-
ties that cost the Hus-
kies points on multiple
possessions.

Despite implement-
ing the defensive game
plan, Owatonna was
unable to stop Lakeville
North from increasing
its lead.

The Panthers went
on to score an addition-
al 35 points to Owaton-
na’s 14 to end the game
with the 36-point win.

With the loss comes
the end of the Huskies’
2021-2022 season.

“They’re such great
kids. I told them, ‘This
game doesn’t define
your whole career.
We’ve had some really
good games and some

STAFF PHOTO BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS

Owatonna senior Lexi Mendenhall leaps up for a contested jump shot against Lakeville North. Mendenhall had
six points in the Huskies' 72-36 loss in Lakeville last week.

really bright spots the
last four years. They're
just great human
beings, and I'm really
going to miss them. It
still hasn’t hit me that
it’s really over yet.”
Leading the way for
Owatonna in scoring
in the final game was
senior Hillary Haarstad
with 11 points.
Haarstad, along with
nine of her senior team-
mates, will move on
from the team next year
due to graduation.
Owatonna’s only
active varsity athletes
remaining on the roster
for next season will be
sophomores Carsyn
Brady and Morgan
Fisher.

Player Stats
vs. Lakeville North
R
Haarstad 1
Mendenhall
Simon
Buytaert
Shornock
Brady
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STAFF PHOTO BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS

Owatonna senior Hillary Haarstad drives to the basket against a Lakeville North
defender. Haarstad had a team-high 11 points in Owatonna's 72-36 loss to Lakeville
North in the opening round of the Section 1AAAA playoffs.
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Blossoms boys end season
with loss to Lake City

The Blooming Prairie boys basketball team lost
77-44 to Lake City in the Section 1A A first-round
game.

A lack of defense in the first half mixed with
quality shooting from Lake City put Blooming Prai-
rie in a hole that it could not climb its way out of.

Lake City outscored Blooming Prairie 49-22 in
the first half before closing the game out at 77-44,
outscoring the Awesome Blossoms again in the
second half 28-22.

Senior Drew Kittelson led the Awesome Blos-
soms with 24 points and scored his 1,000t point as
an Awesome Blossom in his last high school game.

Fellow senior Colin Jordison was the only other
Blossom to record double-digit points with 11.

The loss to Lake City officially brings the Bloom-
ing Prairie boys basketball team’s 2021-2022 season
to a close.

Moose sweep Blades,
ending hockey season

The Minnesota Moose swept the Steele County
Blades in two games last week to advance in the
United States Premier Hockey League Playoffs.

Steele County lost both games 6-3 and 4-2 on the
road in Blaine to end the season.

The Blades were in line to extend their season
in the second game after leading 2-0 after the first
period, but three second-period goals by the Moose
and an offensive drought offense for the Blades led
the Moose to take the series win.

Forwards Tanner Stendhel and Pierce Lee
scored for the Blades while goaltender Nate Gulsvig
made 40 saves on 43 shot attempts with one emp-
ty-net goal not counting against him.

The day prior, the Moose won again 6-3 at home.

After a 3-3 first period, three unanswered goals
by the Moose throughout the second and third peri-
od led to the Blades’ demise.

Scoring for the Blades were Noah Murphy, Jake
Miltko and Gavin Ellis while Gulsvig made 42 saves
on 47 shot attempts with one empty-net goal not
counting against him.

The series loss officially marks the end of the
Blades 2021-2022 season.

— COMPILED BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS

SCOREBOOK
GOPHER CONFERENCE

STAFF PHOTO BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS

NRHEG's Erin Jacobson looks for the basket while
low in the post against a Medford defender.
Jacobson had 14 points in NRHEG's 67-50 home win
against the Tigers.

< DOGFIGHT from B4
good team with a couple
of heavy hitters. I was
happy overall with our
communication and
defense.”

Stork led the Pan-
thers in scoring again
with 19 points.

On the other side of
the win, Medford was
forced to accept that
its 2021-2022 season
officially came to a close
in New Richland.

“We played hard, we
just couldn’t get a buck-
et to fall. We missed all
kinds of free throws
and short shots, and
we didn’t rebound well.
Take those factors and
if we would have done
any two of those three,
we would’ve been fine.
But, we didn’t quit and
kept playing hard,” said
Medford head coach
Mark Kubat.

Leading the Tigers in
scoring was MacKenzie
Kellen with 13 points.

NRHEG moved on to
play Lake Crystal-Well-
come Memorial in the
Section 2A A semifinal

on Monday, March 7,
however, results from
the game were not
available at the time of
press.

Player Stats
NRHEG vs. WEM

P R A
Stork 23 0 O
S. Schultz 21 0 O
P. Nielsen 3 0O
H. Schultz 2 0O
Jacobson 2 0O
F. Nielsen 6 0 O

NRHEG vs. Medford
NRHEG

P R A
Stork 19 0 O
Jacobson 14 0 O
F. Nielsen 14 0 O
P. Nielsen 9 0O
S. Schultz 8 0 O
H. Schultz 2 00
VanMaldeghem 2 0 O
Medford

P R A
Kellen 13 0 O
C. Kniefel 10 0 O
Herr 7 0 O
Bock S 0O
Thurnau S 0O
A. Kniefel 4 0 O
Duncan 4 0 O
Snow 2 00

Mayo at home on Tues-
day, March 8.

Stats and results
from the Huskies’
game against Mayo
were unavailable at the
time of press.

STANDINGS

GIRLS BASKETBALL

GOPHER CONFERENCE

Conf. Overall
Hayfield 10-0-0 30-0-0
NRHEG 13-3-0 20-9-0
Maple River 7-4-0 17-8-0
WEM 6-5-0 14-12-0
Medford 5-8-0 14-13-0
Bethlehem Academy 4-6-0 11-14-0
Blooming Prairie 4-7-0 15-11-0
United South Central 0-11-0 2-24-0

BOYS BASKETBALL

GOPHER CONFERENCE

Conf. Overall
Hayfield 17-1-0 23-4-0
Maple River 16-1-0 26-2-0
Kenyon-Wanamingo 14-3-0 21-6-0
NRHEG 11-7-0 15-10-0
Triton 10-6-0 16-11-1
Randolph 8-8-0 14-13-0
JWP 8-8-0 15-11-0
United South Central 5-11-0 12-15-0
Bethlehem Academy 4-12-0 10-16-0
WEM 4-12-0 7-17-0
Blooming Prairie 4-14-0  4-22-0
Medford 0-18-0 1-25-0

BIG NINE CONFERENCE
STANDINGS

GIRLS BASKETBALL

BIG NINE CONFERENCE

Conf. Overall
Mankato East 20-2-0 22-4-0
Austin 19-3-0 23-5-0
Rochester John Marshall 18-4-0 21-7-0
Mankato West 14-7-0 17-8-0
Rochester Mayo 14-8-0 18-9-0
Rochester Century 11-11-0 13-14-0
Red Wing 10-11-0 12-14-0
Owatonna 10-12-0 11-16-0
Albert Lea 9-13-0 11-17-0
Winona 3-19-0 3-23-0
Northfield 3-19-0 3-24-0
Faribault 0-22-0 0-27-0

BOYS BASKETBALL

BIG NINE CONFERENCE

Conf. Overall
Owatonna 22-0-0 24-2-0
Mankato West 16-6-0 19-7-0
Mankato East 15-7-0 18-8-0
Austin 13-9-0 14-12-0
Winona 13-9-0 16-10-0
Northfield 12-10-0 14-11-0
Red Wing 12-10-0 14-12-0
Rochester Century 12-10-0 14-12-0
Rochester Mayo 10-12-0 13-13-0
Rochester John Marshall 5-17-0 7-18-0
Faribault 2-20-0 3-22-0
Albert Lea 0-22-0 2-24-0

B. Williams
Dushek
Burmeister
Hodgman
Creger
Hartman
Vick
Helget
Kubicek
Ginskey

N. Williams
Randall

B. Williams
Dushek

N. Williams
Creger
Burmeister
Vick
Ginskey
Hartman

Player Stats
vs. Red Wing

vs. Mankato Eas
P

2
2
9
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Huskies smoke Red Wing 70-37

<« HUSKIES from B5
Owatonna was
given the No. 2 seed in
the Section 1IAAAA
playoffs and was slated
to host No. 7 Rochester

7
1

o
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STAFF PHOTO BY JACOB SEYKORA

Owatonna senior forward Evan Dushek posts up a Red Wing defender down low.
Dushek finished the game against Red Wing with 19 points and six rebounds.

Good Luck
This Season Teams!
From the
Blooming Prairie
Bus Company

Moving kids forward

AREA SPORTS BOOSTERS

These businesses and organizations are proud supporters of the Steele County Times’ expanded county wide
sports coverage. We wish all local teams the best success throughout the season.
Go Blossoms, Go Tigers, Go Huskies and Go Panthers!

A
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J |
MBTBank

Serving
Southern
Minnesota &
Northern lowa

www.mbtbank.bank
Member FDIC

Good Luck Blossoms!

583-2296

Blooming Prairie

COMMERCE
BANK

Agri Finance
Group

a division of

101 Central Ave S, Geneva, MN
507.256.7235

Jkpic &

FOUR SEASONS:

* eI

Jennifer

als
REAL ESTATE

Jennifer Walsh

507-438-6676
jenwalsh@kw.com
jenwalsh.kw.com

Powered by kw sy Bausm

PROUDLY SERVING
STEELE COUNTY

Brick-Meger Funeral Home

Medford Funeral Home

megercares.com
507.451.1457

138 Highway Ave. South

507-583-4472
bloomingprairiechamber.com

oster's

CAR KORNER

Rod, Tess,

Breauna and Reeves

On the point ¢ HWY 218
Blooming Prairie
507-583-2018

www.kosterscarkorner.com

ORTHODONTIC SPECIALIST

Dr. Deborah Lien

Carl R. Peterson
Jill Lindeman

Insurance Agecy, LLC

236 E Main t. » PO Box 66
Blooming Prairie, MN 55917
Office (507) 383-7971
Fax (507) 583-7147
Cell (507) 383-3988
rinsllccarl@gmail.com

Bus Company

Moving kids forward)|

AMESBURY

TRUTH
.com

° COMMERCIAL drdeborahli rthod I?DS.MBS
- AGRICULTURAL rdeborahlienorthodontics.com
* RESIDENTIAL T
GOOD LUCK - INDUSTRIAL e e e Moot
TO ALL OUR 31275 County Road 45 A a[ﬁﬂy
TIGER TEAMS! Owatonna MN 55060 /Bui(/‘jmg &
- - > +fe
THE MEDFORD 507-446-8415 Smifes
SCHOOL
1S PROUD OF YOU!
@bank MICHAEL
BISHMAN
Locally Owned & Operated
- 121 West Broadway Street,
BIOom I I'I Owatonna
- - g 237 HWy AVe: S Phone: 507-451-0193
Prairie Blooming Prairie 1-800-856-9864
Hou rs: 8 am 7 m Monday - Friday 8:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M.|
. - Saturday & Sunday Closed
Branch 7 Days a Woek | |steshs s oy ppormar
Eaa. . ‘Y
] isié| | Kl 507-583-6671 Bl cARNERS
BANK O M ilymarket.com ke pook  INSURANCE
This HONEST
Se;son Tc;:ms! MECHANICS!
rom the
Owatonna

# HONEST-1°

Mon-Fri 7 a.m.-6 p.m.

JENSEN neative,
A.C. & PLUMBING
Awicna

Heating, AC & Plumbing for any
work, you already know they're
the best around and why
Amana recommends them.
104 Central Ave N,
Geneva, MN
507-256-4712

Blossom Logo Wear
One Stop Shop

623 6th Street SE
Blooming Prairie
507-583-7001
www.sportstitch.net

MINERS
Outdoor & Rc g

507-583-2712
Hwy 218 South,
Blooming Prairie, MN

Outdoor Power Equipment,
Golf Cart: Sales, Service,
Parts & Accessories

www.minersoutdoor.com

Ellendale, MN
507-684-2471

Lerbergs
Fitness Center
& Car Wash @
s s SR
 Je— M Sundy
= 2 10am.-1pm.
WASE LERBERG'S FOODS
Steele County's Oldest G3 y Store!
B — el Comy' et Grce e

Medford Teacher's Union

120 5th Ave, Ellendale 507-684-2472
Like us on Facebook
Visit our website: lerbergsfoods.com

LNEINTED

1850 Austin Rd Ste 103
Owatonna, MN 55060

507-455-1180

www.unitedwaysteelcounty.org

Text UWSC2021 to 202-858-1233
e ———

GO PANTHERS!!

507-684-9422
Ellendale

TFIN

Building Solutions

Quality products
Integrated design

f ) ),‘
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GO TIGERS!!

www.tfinbuildingsolutions.com

POLY PAK PLASTICS
MEDFORD

Main Street Dental Clinics

Comfortable and
Comprehensive Dentistry

Blooming Prairie

405 E. Main St.
507-583-2141

New Richland
132 Broadway Ave. N.
507-463-D502

Owatonna
1170 Hast Fronlage Rd.
507-455-1000

GOOD LUCK
TIGERS!

Moving Kids
Forward

MEDFORD BUS COMPANY

MOVING KIDS FORWARD

HOMETOWN
INSURANCE

348 Main Street E, Blooming Prairie
507:583-6691

wiw.hometown-insurance.com §
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Spherion Stafting gives
oift to Owatonna
Foundation

Showing its contin-
ued commitment to the
community, Spherion
Staffing and Recruiting
made a generous dona-
tion to the Owatonna
Foundation recently.

As a new supporter,
Spherion and owner
Ann Miller gave a com-
bined total of $1,000 to
support the Owatonna
Foundation’s mission.

Through generous
contributions from
local businesses
and individuals, the
Owatonna Foundation

supports the communi-
ty by awarding schol-
arships and grants

for projects related to
education, community,
recreation, and the
arts.

“Spherion is proud
to be a contributor to
The Owatonna Foun-
dation because we
believe in its mission of
improving the quality
of life for present and
future generations of
Owatonna residents.
Thank you, Owaton-
na Foundation!” said

%
SPHERION

STAFFING & RECRUITING

Ann Miller, owner of
Spherion Staffing in
Owatonna.

“The Owatonna
Foundation values
the support of great
businesses in our
community like
Spherion Staffing and
Recruiting that invest
in our community.
All that the Owaton-
na Foundation has
accomplished is made
possible because of
donors like Spherion,”
said Board President
Tom Dufresne.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Spherion Staffing of Owatonna presents a $1,000 check to the Owatonna
Foundation. Those involved in the presentation include, from left: Michelle Martin,
Spherion; Tom Dufresne, president of Owatonna Foundation; Laura Brady, Spherion;
Ann Miller, owner of Spherion Staffing; Jessica Ortiz and Delana Sevier, both of
Spherion and Betsy Lindgren, trustee of Owatonna Foundation.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
The Steele County Free Fair is responsible for leading the United Way of Steele
County to a successful 2021 campaign as the United Way hit 96% of its goal.
Involved in the campaign included: front row, from left: Scott Kozelka, Nancy
Ness, Annette Duncan and Dan Deml; second row: Mike Hamilton and Sandy
Jierele; third row: Josh Prokopec, Tim Arlt, Glen Meger and Wayne Steele; back
row: Doug Meier, Gene Fisher, Jim Linder and Mark Ditlevson.

United Way campaign
hits 967% of goal

Steele County Fair leads United
Way to successful conclusion

United Way of
Steele County, in
partnership with

$771,668.36 to support
the health, education,
and financial stability

the funds required to
meet the increased
needs of our commu-

the 2021 Commu- of every person in nity,” said Annette
nity Campaign Steele County. Duncan, president of
Leader, the Steele “We want to thank the United Way. “The
County Free Fair the people that live caring power of this
(SCFF), announce and work in Steele community is second
that they achieved County, who have to none.”

96.5% of goal, raising come together to raise See UNITED WAY on B10 »

Knights of Columbus Fourth Degree

Friday, March 11
Sto7 PM

TICKETS MENU
$13 in Advance Fried or Baked Fish Plate
at KC Hall or Beneficiary
$14 at the Door Vegetables
Mashed Potatoes with
Kids under 6 eat Free Country Gravy
ALLYOU CARE TO EAT Coleslaw, Roll, Milk Coffee

Please join us for dinner and support the
Medford Knights of Columbus
& Catholic Daughters

The Columbian Center-820 South EIm- Owatonna

Ameriprise &

Financial

Sound advice in
uncertain times:
call me.

Ameriprise Financial has helped clients navigate challenging
economic times for over 125 years. Now as always, I'm here
to inform and support you with ongoing market updates,
investment recommendations and personalized advice to
help keep your plans on track and your goals clear. Together,
we'll focus on what matters most to your financial life.

Call me today to discuss your goals.

Dean Velzke, ChFC®
Financial Advisor

507.451.2455

120 N Cedar Ave
Owatonna, MN 55060
dean.p.velzke@ampf.com

ey "

Investment p are not federally or FDIC-i d, are not dep or obligations
of, or g teed by any fi ial institution, and involve investment risks including
possible loss of principal and fluctuation in value.

Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC. Member FINRA and SIPC.

© 2021 Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved.

PREMIUM 400

United
Way =7

United Way
of Steele County

Steele County Free Fair

3‘”“@@ Celelrry, OOEL

UNITED WAY OF STEELE COUNTY
2021 CAMPAIGN CELEBRATION

March 17, 2022 e 11:30am - 1:00pm
Owatonna Country Club
1991 Lemond Road, Owatonna
Lunch: Caprese Chicken $25

Grilled chicken breast topped with fresh mozzarella, tomato, and basil.

Community Live
United Award

Kim Ramsey

Agency Live United Award

Let's Smile, Inc.

Small Business
Live United Award
OTB Cafe -
Old Town Bagels

Tocqueville Society Award

Jeffrey and Marty
Fetters

UWSC Board Members
Kris Busse and Peng Olson

RSVP by March 14, 2022
Tickets may be purchased at:

www.givebutter.com/UWSC_Celebration

or call 507-455-1180 to reserve your spot.

NV
N

EARLY BIRD
BINGO at 6:30

LICENSE #00333

COME TRY YOUR LUCK AT THE OWATONNA EAGLES CLUB
Saturday, March 12 « Doors open at 5 p.m.

*‘\/\./\/\M/\/\/\/\/\/\/\./\_*
#*%J0IN us AT OWATONNA EAGLES 141 ERoSEST .

Raffle Drawing
at 7:35

SUPER BINGO to FOLLOW

ONLY 100 Raffle'Tickets
ONLY 250 Bingo Tickets
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MINNESOTA'S BEST

CONGRATULATIONS AREA WRESTLERS ON
YOUR SUPERB PERFORMANCE AT STATE!

V@ CHAMPIONS

. * RIAN GRUNWALD
. Owatonna, 114-pound

LANDON JOHNSON
Owatonna, 160-pound

CHARLEY ELWOOD
Medford, 138-pound

CHARLEY ELWOOD of
Medford muscled his way to a

third straight state title.

RIAN GRUNWALD captured |
the first ever girls state
wrestling title for Owatonna.

LANDON JOHNSON earned back-to-back
titles for Owatonna. TIGERS

.| [PROUDLY SERVING
STEELE COUNTY

Brick-Meger Funeral Home
8’ FORMERLY HARLAND'S TIRE AND AUTO
ﬂii ’ Medford Funeral Home 211 W Main St, Owatonna

megercares.com 507-451-3084 ¢ tgkauto.com
507.451.1457

GooD CH WhES

HOME OF THE HONEST MECHANICS!

COLE'S Residential Farm
ELECTRIC, INC. U TR (fETME T H(HEL

Whether you own a home or a business, expert wiring is crucial to
your safety and comfort. When you need the best in wiring, call on
the qualified, licensed electricians at Cole’s Electric, Inc.

7596 NW 40th St. Owatonna
- - www.ColesElectric.com

1OREY'S

HONEST-1° onclav i
AUTO CARE i A4

1125 S. Oak Ave. * Owatonna
507-431-4576 ¢ www.Honest10watonna.com

WAY TO GO
FOR D MEDFORD
TIGERS WRESTLERS!

RESTAURANT & BAR

DOWNTOWN OWATONNA, 208 N. CEDAR AVE
507-455-9260 « WWW.TOREYS.NET MEDFORD PUBLIC SCHOOLS

PROUD TO BE
“MOVING KIDS FORWARD"

OWATONNA BUS COMPANY
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MAKOTA MISGEN of NRHEG came away with a runner-up title in the 285-pound division after dropping a
heartbreaker in double overtime in the championship round.

STATE RUNNER-UPS:

e TATE HERMES, Medford, 160 pound

* RALPH ROESLER, NRHEG, 195 pound
* MAKOTA MISGEN, NRHEG, 285 pound

THIRD PLACE:

* [SABELLA TOWNLEY, Owatonna, 107 pound
e ANNABELLE PETSINGER, NRHEG, 120 pound
e CAEL ROBB, Owatonna, 132 pound

CAEL ROBB of Owatonna placed third in the
132-pound division.

Congratulations to all these area wrestlers for their
outstanding performances this season!

Lerbergs Fitness

auto /m.

Agri Finance

\ 4
————

507-451-0845
(800) 310-0845
FAX (507) 451-0540

JACK & TRACY ELLIS
Family Owned Since 1978

1231 BRADY BLVD. NW. OWATONNA, MN

JK Routh Contractlng, LLC

Owatonna, MN

Jesse Routh
507-383-7892 ®Wic:

Center & Car Wash
& Group
118 5th Ave l a division of
Ellendale, MN m,Sg en
Y, 507-684-2471 auto pa rts USRI 101 Central Ave S, Geneva, MN
: BANK 507.256.7235
o (o W 12880 SW 72nd Ave « Ellendale MN 58006
CAR WHSH p 800-358-4902 « www.misgen.com £ ) EDIC @
ELLIS BODY LERBERG'S FOODS

Steele County's Oldest Grocery Store!
Since 1901

120 5th Ave, Ellendale

507-684-2472

Visit our website:
lerbergsfoods.com

Mon-Sat
8am.-6p.m.
Sunday -

10 a.m.-1p.m. = Like us on Facebook

United
Way C¥7

United Way
of Steele County

1850 Austin Rd Ste 103
Owatonna, MN 55060

507-455-1180

iR
ﬁk&

Congratulatlons...State Champions!!

We fight for the Health, Education, and Financial Stability
of every person in Steele County, including our Youth.

Fotting the Gfiaps. Qbetressing thefNoeds,
WE'RE YOUR UNITED WAY

AN
o v

031{’&$

211 W)

ected. Get Help.™

PROUD TO BE
“MOVING KIDS FORWARD"

MEDFORD BUS COMPANY
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NO WALLS

Owatonna focuses
on learning outdoors

BY KAY FATE
STAFF WRITER

an Gytrihad a

J perfect example of

why she believes
students benefit from
being - and learning —
outside.

“It comes up con-
stantly,” she said. “Just
today, I had a student
who was reading a book
and came upon the word
‘deciduous.’ He knew that
word, and he knew what
it meant because of all the
work that we did.”

The student is a
first-grader.

He knew the word
because of the time he
and his classmates spent
outside last fall, identify-

[ T

ing trees, learning why
some lose their leaves and
others don’t.

“I've always liked
the idea of getting kids
outside, using the outside
as an extension of our
classroom,” said Gytri,
who teaches first grade
at Lincoln Elementary in
Owatonna. “If we’re going
to work on measurements
in math, I could use the
book and measure a line,
or the side of my desk - or
we could go outside and
measure the depth of

the snow, measure the dis-

tance around a tree.”

A couple of years ago,
while looking for grants
for school gardens, she
came across the Jeffers
Foundation.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Students in Stephanie Kingland's kindergarten class at
Lincoln Elementary found some fresh tracks after a recent
snowfall. The students have learned how to identify
certain animal tracks, and are happy to head outside for
lessons. Kingland recently attended at workshop at the
Jeffers Foundation about teaching outdoors in the winter.

The non-profit, based
out of Plymouth, came
from a bequest from Bob
Jeffers. When he died in
1998, he had 350 acres of
prime land in Prior Lake.
Some of the land was
developed - and the $20
million that came from
the land sale has funded
the foundation since.

The remaining prop-
erty, per Jeffers’ wishes,
was preserved “for
physical, spiritual and
psychological renewal, as
well as for the education
of all who visit.”

The purpose of the
foundation, Gytri said,
“is to get kids interest-
ed in the outdoors, and
being good stewards of
the outdoors, and they’ve
found the best avenue for
reaching the most kids is
through teachers.”

Still, she said, “it’s to
encourage an interest in
the outdoors; it’s not all
about knowing the an-
swers, it’s about making
discoveries.”

She approached her
fellow educator and out-
door-enthusiast, kinder-
garten teacher Stephanie
Kingland, who was
interested immediately.

The pair recently
attended a one-day
workshop about teaching
outdoors in the winter.

“We're the students in
that workshop,” Kingland
said. “We go outside and
make our own discover-
ies. So we go through the

lesson, just like we would
teach it, and we’re learn-
ing along the way.”

After reading the
book “Big Tracks, Little
Tracks,” her students
were eager to head outside
“and at least find a few
tracks that we're familiar
with,” Kingland said.

In the Lincoln school-
yard, that typically means
rabbits and squirrels.

On a cold day last
week, Kingland set her
classroom timer for 15
minutes.

“Our class hadn’t been
outside for quite a while,”
she said. “It’s been cold
and windy. But today it’s
sunny, and it’s not windy,
and I said, ‘you know
what? There’s fresh snow;
let’s go see if there’s any
tracks.” They need that
fresh air.”

Though the high that
day reached just single
digits above zero, “not one
kid said, ‘T'm cold’ before
it was time to go in.”

Jeffers offers the
workshops for free; Gytri
and Kingland are hopeful
there may be enough in-

terest within the district
to invite an expert to come
to Owatonna for a lesson,
perhaps on a professional
development day.

They know it may not
appeal to all educators.

“Our plates are so full
of all the other things we
have to teach,” Gytri said,
“that if you're talking
about teaching outdoors
as one more thing they
have to do, it’s overwhelm-
ing. But if you can think
of it as another tool - how
can I use it for math, for
social studies, for English
—that might help.”

The teachers at McKin-
ley Elementary, now with
afocus on STEM, have
also received training by
the Jeffers Foundation.

“Jeffers is very big on
teaching kids how to ob-
serve nature, make those
discoveries, come up with
questions,” Gytri said,
acknowledging that some
students are also initially
reluctant.

“You always have
maybe one or two kids who
just don’t get outside a lot
at home, especially in cold

SUBMITTED PHOTO
First-graders in Jan Gytri's classroom at Lincoln Elementary use their magnifying
glasses to get a closer look at the hoar frost clinging to trees on a recent winter
morning. Gytri was sharing lessons she learned at the Jeffers Foundation, which
encourages children to become good stewards of the outdoors.

weather, and they don’t
want to go at first,” she
said. “But as you spend
more time outside, you're
finding things and notic-
ing things, they’re able to
tie in things that are rele-
vant to them. What you're
doing in the classroom,
you're also using outside.”

In addition, “we’re
growing vocabularies; not
just in book form, but in
everyday speaking, and
noticing things,” King-
land said. “These doors
are opening to them that
they may not be aware of.
When you light that little
firein them ... yeah.

“It’s not out of the or-
dinary; we're just calling
attention to it,” she said of
outdoor studies. “COVID
really brought technology
to the forefront; it pushed
us to technology —and
also pushed us to explore
the things that have been
around us for years and
years and years.”

“The outside is a level
playing field. It’s always
been there, we just have
to start taking notice,”
Gytri said.

United Way campaign hits 96% of goal

< UNITED WAY from B7
United Way will be

hosting a Celebration

luncheon on March

17 from 11:30 a.m. to 1

p.m. at the Owatonna
Country Club. Tickets
may be purchased
online www.givebutter.
com/UWSC_Celebra-

tion. All are welcome
to attend.

This year’s award
recipients include:
« Community Cam-

Easy as 1-2-3
Older adults can simply:
1. Communicate with family

“Q?Grand Pad

“| love GrandPad,
it’s given Mom so
much independence
and it’s so easy for
her to use at age—

almost 95!”

paign Leader Award
— Steele County
Free Fair

« Agency Live United
Award — Let’s Smile

- Community Live
United Award —
Kim Ramsey

» Small Business Live
United Award — Old
Towne Bagels

« Tocqueville Society
Award — Jeffrey
and Marty Fetters

« Board Service
Awards: Kris Busse
and Peng Olson

Scott Kozelka, SCFF
manager shares, “The
Steele County Board
of Directors and I
along with our staff
couldn’t be prouder of
being chosen the 2021
Community Campaign
leader for the United

Way of Steele Coun-
ty. This past several
months was one of the
greatest experiences
that I have had in my
role as SCFF manager.
All the behind-the-
scenes things that the
United Way does here
in our community are
amazing. Thank you
to Annette and her
awesome staff for mak-
ing our communities
here in Steele County a
great place to live and
enjoy for everyone.”
Community Impact
and Fundraising Coor-
dinator Tom Worhach
expressed his appre-
ciation to the SCFF,
“Every year Steele
County comes together
to celebrate the Steele
County Free Fair, and
we are thrilled to have
continued that part-
nership throughout the
successful completion
of our Recover Reimag-

ine Rebuild campaign
this winter.”

Duncan said the
United Way has incred-
ible partners in each
of the communities
it serves and having
the opportunity to
work side by side with
an organization that
cares just as much as
it does about Steele
County was a fantastic
experience. “We are so
thankful to Scott and
his team at the Steele
County Free Fair for
taking the lead this
past year and helping
us to ensure that every
person in Steele County
has the supports they
need when they need
them most,” she said.

United Way is al-
ready planning for its
next campaign and will
announce this year’s
Community Campaign
Leader later this sum-
mer. LIVE UNITED.

/S;t. M ry N
Shining Knights.

Ta
P 2 button. Tap the arrows o s00

2. Stay entertained
3. Achieve tech-confidence

moy

OGraﬂdPad'
L]

To learn more about GrandPad
call (800)704-9412 or visit GrandPad.net

Help end child abuse

The Center for Family Unity works to
prevent child abuse by providing services
to families and the community. Services
include: Parent Mentoring, Parent Circles,
Supervised Visitations and Parenting
Education.

Student Name:

LIAM
Grade: 1st Grade
Parents: Justin & Amber

Student Name:

ADAM
Grade: 6th Grade
Parents: Matt & Nancy

Liam is an excellent example of what it
looks like to be a Shining Knight! Liam
comes into the classroom each morning
with a grin on his face and is ready to
learn. He is eager to learn and puts his best
effort into all that he does. Liam is

often the first to help his classmates or his

| am blown away by the growth | have seen
in Adam this school year - both as a
student and as a young person. Over the
past few months, Adam has worked

hard to build his academic skills and take
on the responsibilities that come with
being in middle school. Everything from
tackling hard projects, preparing for

quizzes, ~and = managing multiple  tescher Heis helpful, kind, and
Contact Us: essignments and dlasses -Adam RaS Be€ @ ieny .l Liam brings joy and laughter
EXCHANGE CLUB opportunity to continue to watch Adam toour classroom every day.

507-455-1190 CENTERfOT' grow into a young adult. Thank you Adam Congratulations, Liam, on being our
1850 Austin Rd #100 for all your hard work! Shining Knight.

Z 730 South Cedar Ave. Owatonna
Owatonna, MN 55060 PS ST MARY S 507-446-2300

v SCHOOL stmarys-owatonna.org

THIS FEATURE SPONSORED BY A PROUD ST. MARY'S ALUMNUS.
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A TRIBUTE TO NRHEG
CHOLARS!

Congratulations to these students at NRHEG High School for achieving
academic excellence by making the honor rolls for first semester!

A HONOR ROLL

6TH GRADE

David Deen
Alexandra Estrada Mejia
Makenna Reeder

ITH GRADE
Jack Bartlett
Finnegan Baumann
Olivia Berg
Izley Boerner
Jada Braund
Clara Buendorf
Addison Buenger
Caleb Burgess
Alexander Deen
Amelia Duryee
Brooks Gilliland
Brynna Ingvaldson
John Lynne
Brendan Schmidt

8TH GRADE

Holly Bartness
Evan Berg
Meela Budach
Hudson Chrz
Kaitlyn Dobberstein
Kyera Eustice
Olivia Johnson
Boden Kitzer
Jozie Klimmek
Wyatt Larson
Gavin Lewison
Alexis Loken
Chloe Riewer
Trevor Selover
Adalyn Stadheim
Abigayle Viktora
Kayden Warke
Owen Wayne

FRESHMAN
Hannah Brunsen
Eden Eads
Benjamen Hagen
Sierra Misgen

Tayla Sandry
Aidan Schlaak
Grace Starman
Rielly Weitzel

Olivia Wencl

SOPHOMORE

Grace Borchert
Kia Buendorf
Parker Bunn
Payton Bunn

Julia Churchill
Levin Kitzer

Jordis Kruger-Diaz
Keira Lenort

Sydney Lewer

Addison Loken

Kiyah Mikesell

McKenzie Mueller
Madison Murray
Evelyn Nydegger
Erin Peterson
Annabelle Petsinger

George Roesler

Tayler Schmidt
Elsie Schultz

Hallie Schultz

Brenna Sommer

Isabel Stadheim

Cayden Thorson

JUNIORS
Aidan Deyle
Anton Domeier
Bailey lhrke
Bree lhrke
Erin Jacobson
Shelby Johnston
Jackson Lageson
Malu Monrreal
Valerie Nelson
Sawyer Prigge
Sidney Schultz
Tatum Smith Vulcan
Mayla Soulisak
Brooklyn Strand
Ethan Thompson
Eva Wayne

Grace Wilkenson

SENIORS

Autumn Combs
Alex Dobberstein
Severin Eads
Linda Garcia Mejia
Cora Harpel
Madison Johannsen
Brenlee Knudson
Maverick Knutson
Cassie Kormann
Ava Kyllo
Matthew Mueller
Cameron Nicholson
Ethan Peters
Anna Peterson
Porter Peterson
Ralph Roesler
Sophie Stork
Journey Utpadel
Torri Vaale

B HONOR ROLL

6TH GRADE

Kinley Adams
Abrianna Goette
Remington Johnson

ITH GRADE
Ariel Anhalt
Cameron Christopher
Abigail Cosgrove
Savannah Farr
Keira Hutchens
Shayna Kress
Anika Ladlie
Ryan Schlaak

8TH GRADE

Madison Bogue
Jordan Brouwers
Shya Diel
Fikadu Gushwa
Kaleb Hughes
Jacklynn Kress
Winter Pederson

Gabrielle Schlaak
Tatum Thibodeau

FRESHMAN
Owen Bartlett
Harbor Cromwell
Ava Cummins
Aiden Dobberstein
Wendy Garcia Gutierrez
Katelyn Grinnen
Aryanna Howe
Cole Hutchens
Lia Johannsen
Jozlyn Johnson
Jase Knudson
Lukas Loverink
Carter Martens
Bo McCamish
Megan Miller
Melina Monrreal
Jay Muilenburg
Mayson Patten
Cohen Riewer
Logan Schiell
Willa Seltun
Talon Smith Valcon
Aspyn Stenzel
Georgia Zimprich

SOPHOMORE
Ned Bell
Gavin Briggs
Kyra Cain
Jackson Chrz
Dacoda Malakowsky
Faith Nielsen
Preslie Nielsen
Samuel Olson
Jaylin Raab
Clay Routh
Reese Routh
William Tuttle
Malonna Wilson

JUNIORS

Evan Beckmann
Aden Berg
Faith Borchert
Andrea Briggs

J

Jared Cain
Alexus Chambers
Jaylee Christopher
Dylan DePew
Kara Doyle
Sarah George
Wyatt Groskreutz
Taya Lembke
Makota Misgen
Vada Nelson
Charlie Nissen
Jed Pfundt
Andrew Phillips
Cody Reistad
Josie Strom
Spencer Swenson
Will Utpadel
Corrie Warner
Gavin Wilkenson
Ashley Wobschall
Bradley Wobschall
Katelyn Zimmerman

SENIORS

Jaxon Beck
Hunter Bogue
Bo Budach
Rylee Gruenhagen
Elsabet Gushwa
Jordan Horejsi
Dakota Ketterling-Kor-
mann
Austin King
Kylee Kruger
Miranda LaCanne
Gabrielle Ladlie
Trevor Lenort
Rhys Martin
Jack Olson
Emily Pater
Nikolas Petsinger
Brittney Rocha
McKenna Schiell
Benjamin Schoenrock
Clay Stenzel
Nathan Vanek
Haley VanWinkle
Alisa Witikko

This message is sponsored by these boosters of NRHEG School:

Agri Finance
Group

]ENSEN HEATING, A.C. & PLUMBING
4~---.~ ¥ %.Cn‘}“i

LASTS AND LASTS AND LASTS.

Ifyou've ever called
Jensen Heating, AC &

Lerbergs Fitness
Center & Car Wash

a division of

Plumbing for any work,
you already know

118 5th Ave
Ellendale, MN

they're the best around
and why Amana
recommends them.

LERBERG'S FOODS

Steele County's Oldest Grocery Store!
Since 1901
120 5th Ave, Ellendale
507-684-2472

Visit our website:
lerbergsfoods.com

101 Central Ave S, Geneva, MN
235

COMMERCE
BANK

V‘ 1), 507-684-2471

o

WASE

(iaa.

WAY TO GO
PANTHERS

Main Street Dental Clinics

comfortable dentistry

GO PANTHERS!

Comfortable and
Comprehensive Dentistry

507-684-9422

Mon

Blooming Prairie Owatonna New Richland 8a.m E en a e
405 E. Main St. 1170 East Frontage Rd. 132 Broadway Ave. N. Sunday o q I I d I
507-583-2141 507-455-1000 507-463-0502 10a.m.-1p.m. Like us on Facebook

Congratulations Panthers Honor Roll!!

Free Tax Preparation Assistance 507-455-1180 or www.unitedwaysteelecounty.org

myf ree
taxes

Save hundreds in
fees by filing for free

United Way
of Steele County

STEELE

SPORTS
JOHNNIE
PHILLIPS

Local

sz limes
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PUBLIC SAFETY

STEELE COUNTY TIMES

BLOTTER

SPOTLIGHT

Domestic: Owatonna Police responded to a domestic disturbance at Pine Ave. NE and Rose
St. E. at 6:14 p.m. on Feb. 28. They arrested a subject at the scene.

Behind The Badge
SHERIFF SCOTT ROSE

We have special
interest groups who
continue with this false
narrative suggest-
ing virtually anyone
wearing a uniform and
badge is broken, is a
danger to our communi-
ties, and is systemically
racist. We have state
leaders with absolutely
no experience in law
enforcement who are
now the experts — who
believe they can reform
our profession without
our input because of
our bias, because of our
brokenness.

Experiments like
Defunding the Police,
Reforming the Police,
or now Re-Imagining
the Police were the rage
after George Floyd was
killed. Experiments
to garner political
support. Experiments
that continue to excuse
criminal behavior as
“protesting.” Exper-
iments that have all
failed and resulted in
a dramatic increase in
violent crime all over

this country and vio-
lence towards officers.
Experiments that were
conducted to “fix” Law
Enforcement without
the input from law
enforcement because
law enforcement is
“broken” and getting
our input wouldn’t
support the narrative.
Experiments that have
made our communities,
especially in the metro,
much more dangerous
for everyone.

Now that it’s an
election year, those who
were most outspoken
against law enforcement
when that supported
their narrative, are now
saying they support our
men and women, want
to refund policing, and
want to add more cops
—hoping you won’t see
through their politically
driven BS.

Ijustlearned this
past week that our
leaders in Minnesota, in
their infinite wisdom,
now believe that our
colleges and univer-
sities need to rebrand
law enforcement to fit
their narrative. Schools
are being instruct-
ed to remove “LAW
ENFORCEMENT” as
the title to their pro-
grams — moving to the
less offensive title of

“PEACE OFFICERS.”
Schools are also being
instructed to remove
any military references
to their curriculum
including rank like
captain, lieutenant, or
sergeant — these terms
apparently too military
and too offensive to the
public. Really?

Our state has made
it very clear, that any
mistakes made by
our law enforcement
officers will be investi-
gated and prosecuted by
the state at the highest
level, putting a huge
magnifying glass on
our men and women
making their already
incredibly stressful job
even tougher. Unfairly
prosecuting officers like
Kim Potter to make a
political statement, to
make political points.

All of this has
resulted in the lowest
number of law enforce-
ment applicants and
highest number of men
and women leaving this
profession then we’ve
ever seen. Community
college enrollment num-
bers at a mere fraction
of what they used to be.
One of our local state
university campuses
told me recently they
have five students in the
program graduating

this year. Five students
and not all of them con-
vinced yet that this is
what they want to do.

Frankly, with the
war on cops our state
has waged - why would
anyone want to be a
cop here? Don’t get me
wrong, it’s one of the
most rewarding profes-
sions there is — I would
do it all over again with-
out hesitation, which is
why I will continue to
talk to students about
considering going into
law enforcement. But
what are we doing to
encourage young men
and women to take on
this calling here in
Minnesota?

Our state leaders
are suggesting signing
bonuses, assistance
with tuition, and other
benefits are going to
draw more applicants —
what they don’t under-
stand is it’s not about
the money. If any of us
were concerned about
the money, we certainly
wouldn’t have become
cops. If these men and
women don'’t feel like
they have the support of
our leadership locally,
at the state level, and
at the federal level — all
the money in the world
isn’t going to convince
them that the risks are

worth it.

If safety in your com-
munity is important to
you and if your family’s
safety is important to
you — when you are
deciding on candidates
to support in November,
please support candi-
dates that have consis-
tently supported law en-
forcement, through the
good and the bad. If our
leaders don’t do a better
job of supporting the
men and women willing
to take on this calling to
keep our communities
and our families safe,
and we keep losing good
officers and seeing less

Minnesota's war on cops

many of your communi-
ties won’t have enough
officers to keep your
family safe.

Thank you to every-
one who’s supported our
amazing staff of men
and women throughout
these difficult times —
you have no idea how
much our deputies,
dispatchers, and their
families appreciate
your support.

Your Sheriff,

Scott

Scott Rose is serv-
ing in his second term
as sheriff of Dodge
County. His current

COURT NEWS
Steele County

The following case was
heard in Steele County
District Court the week of
Feb. 21 with Judge Karen
R. Duncan presiding:
William J. Kaufman

Jr., 31, El Dorado, KS,
previously appeared and
was convicted of felony
engage in electronic
communication relating to
sexual conduct with child.
He was sentenced to
$200, 39 days in county
jail, obtain and maintain
employment, no alcohol
or controlled substance
use, do not enter

liquor establishments,
obtain permission

to leave the state,
psychological evaluation,
no unsupervised

contact with minors,

no possession of
pornography, submit

to polygraph exams as
directed, no possession
of firearms, 50 hours of
community service and
2 years of supervised
probation.

The following case

was heard in Steele

County District Court
the week of Feb. 21 with
Judge Joseph A. Bueltel
presiding:

Phillip J. Martinez, 40,
Austin, previously
appeared and was
convicted of felony
criminal sexual conduct
— victim 13-15; position
of authority. Martinez
was sentenced to $575,
36 months in St. Cloud
State Prison, predatory
offender registration
and no possession of
firearms.

The following
misdemeanors and petty
misdemeanors were
heard in Steele County
District Court the week of
Feb. 21-27:

BLOOMING PRAIRIE
POLICE DEPARTMENT

Gage T. Gourhan, 27,
Rosemount, suspended
license, $275; Joseph

R. Haberman, 56,
Blooming Prairie, careless
driving, $375, alcohol
assessment, no alcohol
or controlled substance
use and 1 year of
supervised probation;
Kent B. Johnson, 57,

Blooming Prairie, DWI,
$500, 2 days in county
jail, alcohol assessment,
attend MADD impact
panel, do not enter liquor
establishments and

1 year of supervised
probation; Duane G. Lyke,
57, Claremont, revoked
license, $275; Lala S.
Rolando-Sergio, 24,
Minneapolis, suspended
license, $275; Madison
R. Sauke, 21, Austin,
unlawful passing, $95;
Bruno Say, 23, St. Paul,
speeding, $275.

MN STATE PATROL
ROCHESTER

Jennifer R. Alexander,

48, Rochester, revoked
license, $275; Kelly J.
Bartsh, 43, Bloomington,
speeding, $215; Rylee

L. Burns, 27, Owatonna,
speeding, $125; Sean

M. Callander, 40,
Lakeville, speeding, $125;
Nathaniel S. Elwoods, 25,
Owatonna, no license,
$175; Daniela Gallegos
Mariscal, 39, Owatonna,
suspended license,
$275; Jack E. Glanzer, 20,
Spring Park, speeding,
$125; Bria A. Harlston, 24,

Minneapolis, speeding,
$135; Riley M. Heller,

20, Drakesville, 1A,
speeding, $135; Emelia
G. Hovde, 20, Savage,
speeding, $135; Sieanna
R. Huelskamp, 18,
Plymouth, speeding,
$115; Nolan M. Jacobson,
21, Owatonna, seat

belt, $100; Mitchell T.
Langness, 21, Oak Park
Heights, speeding, $135;
Jesus C. Lopez Meraz,
38, St. Paul, speeding,
stay of adjudication,
$105 and 1 year of
unsupervised monitoring
without conviction;
Stephen J. Lundberg,

48, Hinckley, speeding,
revoked license and
hands free violation,
$385; Glenn N. Martin,
21, Owen, WI, speeding,
$115; Elias S. McGuire,
21, Rochester, speeding,
$135; Yana Y. Nadein, 30,
Lincoln, NE, speeding,
$135; Shayla J. Mewville,
31, Austin, seat belt,
$100; Ramiro J. Orellana,
42, Burnsville, revoked
license, speeding and
child passenger restraint
system violation, $375;
Guillermo Ortiz Zetina, 28,
Chanhassen, DWI, $375,
chemical dependency
evaluation, no alcohol

or controlled substance
use, do not enter liquor
establishments, attend
MADD impact panel and
2 years of supervised

term runs out in De-
cember.

and less applicants and
students —in a few years

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

Financial advisors can
help reduce anxiety

The long-running coronavirus pandemic has
fueled a lot of anxieties — including financial
ones. But some people have had far fewer wor-
ries than others.

Consider this: Among those investors who work
with a financial advisor, 84% said that doing so
gave them a greater sense of comfort about their
finances during the pandemic, according to a sur-
vey from Age Wave and Edward Jones.

Of course, many people experience invest-
ment-related fears even without a global health
crisis, and that's probably not surprising, given
the periodic volatility of the financial markets.
But financial guidance can come in handy during
relatively normal times, too.

A financial professional can help you ...

... Look past the headlines - Inflation, inter-
est rates, pandemics, elections — there's always
something in the news that could affect the in-
vestment world in the short term. But by helping
you construct a portfolio that's built for the long
term and reflects your goals, risk tolerance and
time horizon, a financial advisor can enable you
to look past the headlines.

... Avoid emotional decisions — Many people
let their emotions drive their investment choic-
es. When the market goes through a downturn
and the value of their investments drops, they
sell to “cut losses,” even though these same in-
vestments may still have good business funda-
mentals and promising futures. Conversely, when
the market is on an uptick, some poeple chase
after "hot" investments, even when they be-
come overpriced and may have very little room
to grow. But a financial advisor can help keep
you from making these fear- and greed-based
actions by only recommending moves that make
sense for your situation.

... Work toward multiple goals — At various
times in your life, you may have simultaneous
financial goals. For example, you could be invest-
ing for a retirement that's decades away, while
also trying to save for a child’s college educa-
tion. A financial professional can suggest ways
you can keep working toward both objectives,
in terms of how much money you can afford to
invest and what types of savings and investment
vehicles you should consider.

... Prepare for the unexpected — Most of us did
not need a pandemic to remind us that unexpect-
ed events can happen in our lives — and some of
these events can have serious financial impacts
on us and our loved ones. Do you have adequate
life insurance? How about disability insurance?

probation; Jonathan
Ortiz, 25, Austin, DWI,
$400, 2 days in county
jail, attend MADD impact
panel, substance

abuse subtle screening
inventory, no alcohol or
controlled substance use
and 1 year of supervised
probation; Tina
Osmanagic, 19, Spring
Lake Park, speeding,
$135; Samuel A. Renlund,
21, Verona, WI, speeding,
$115; Tyler L. Schafer,

40, Stacyville, IA, no
insurance, $275; David L.
Skiba, 23, Pierz, seat belt,
$100; Salem S. Suhail
Mohammad Alameri,

26, Ames, IA, speeding,
$135; William D. Swain,
35, Owatonna, speeding,
$135; Grace M. Swenson,
28, Chanhassen,
speeding, $135; Lilianne
Thanh, 41, Blaine,
speeding, $135; Riley A.
Uhl, 31, Shoreview, hands
free violation, $115.

And if you ever needed some type of long-term
care, such as an extended stay in a nursing home,
how would you pay for it? A financial advisor can
evaluate your protection needs and recommend
appropriate solutions that fit within your overall
financial strategy.

S B oy,
& iy

=
(

“Owatonna’s only locally owned

Community Bank” ... Adapt to changing circumstances — Over

time, many things may change in your life — your
job, your family situation, your retirement plans,
and so on. A financial professional can help you
adjust your financial strategy in response to
these changes.

Certificate of Deposit Special
30 Months - .70% APY*

51 Months - .85% APY*

The minimum deposit to open an account and earn the Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is $1,000.00.
The APY is effective January 17, 2022. Interest is compounded quarterly.
A substantial penalty may be imposed for early withdrawal.
Commercial, Institutional, or Brokered Funds not eligible.

640 Bridge Street * Owatonna, MN 55060
507-455-BANK (2265)
www.chowatonna.com

Achieving your financial goals may present
challenges, but it doesn't have to cause you
years of worry and distress — as long as you get
the help you need.

This article was written by Edward Jones for use by your
local Edward Jones Financial Advisor.

Edward Jones, Member SIPC

To learn more, call today.

Jeffrey M. Hall

Financial Advisor .
edwardjones.com

143 W. Bridge St. Member SPIC
Owatonna, MN 55060
507-446-0150

jeffrey.hall@edwardjones.com

Edward Jones
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See BLOTTER on B15 »

PROUDLY SERVING STEELE COUNTY

Brick-Meger Funeral Home - Medford Funeral Home
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. deer... feasting at sunset

=

STAFF PHOTO BY KAY FATE

Humans weren't the only ones enjoying last week’s warm temperatures in Steele County. With a backdrop of a beautiful sunset on the horizon, the deer took advantage
of warmer — and longer — days to find food that's harder to come by in the winter months, scouring the fields east of Blooming Prairie. This is also the time does are
preparing to give birth, so that extra nutrition comes in handy.

On The Farm
CLAIRE LACANNE

Farming can be a
dangerous job. Too of-
ten, we hear or read of
farm incidents where a
farm worker or family
member was seriously
injured or killed. Most
of us have probably
been impacted by a
farm accident in one
way or another. Some
common farm hazards
include silo gas, gas
from manure pits, and
entering grain bins.

Silos have unique
hazards, like silo
gas, falls, dusts that
may contain mold,
and more. During
the silo fermentation
process, lethal gases
are produced. This is
especially dangerous
in confined areas. You
should be cautious
during ensiling and
when working with
silage. Remember to
be conscious of timing
when entering a silo;
silage gas is elevated
for up to 10 days after

Reminders tor staying
safe on the farm

filling. Be sure to use
the buddy system and
don’t work around or in
the silo alone. It’s also
important to be trained
on symptoms and
preventative measures
for silage gas exposure,
with an emergency
plan in place.

Outside of silo gas,
you may encounter
hydrogen sulfide on the
farm. It is a colorless,
flammable, and ex-
tremely hazardous gas.
It is produced by the
breakdown of animal
wastes or manure. It is
heavier than air and
can collect in enclosed
pits, open air lagoons,
and low-lying areas.
Knowing the risks that
can occur with manure
gas is important for
farms raising animals.
Be sure to ventilate
your manure pit before
and during pumping
and while working
near the pit. It’s also
important to have a
properly working gas
monitoring system or
gas monitoring device.

Flowing grain is
dangerous, and be-

haves like quicksand.
In just 20 seconds, a
fully grown adult can
be completely buried.
The pressure of the
grain usually hinders
self-escape and can
even make assisted es-
cape nearly impossible.
One important remind-
er for grain bin safety:
prevent spoilage! The
most common reason
people enter bins is
to address problems
associated with spoiled
grain. To reduce the
chance of grain spoil-
age, maintain aeration
equipment and fix roof
leaks. Also, store grain
at the correct mois-
ture and temperature.
Another safety tip is to
work from outside the
bin. If clumps or crusts
develop in the grain,
use a pole from outside
the bin to probe or
knock the clump free.
If you absolutely have
to enter a bin or other
grain storage area,
take proper safety
precautions.

Overall, farmingis a
dangerous occupation.
As general reminder,

BP farm family wins seed yield contest

BY KAY FATE
STAFF WRITER

Klemmensen Family
Farms has once again
taken first place in the
Dairyland Seed yield
contest, something it’s
done on more than one
occasion.

Chad Klemmensen,
who runs the business
with his father, Rick,
had a quick response
when asked if he had a
secret to his success: he
laughed.

“Nope, no secrets,
none of that,” he said
last week, the day the
national and state win-
ners of the annual Corn,
Silage and Soybean
Yieldmaster contests
were announced.

In fact, “to be honest,
they’ve been in different
fields, a different area,”
he said of the winning
yields over the years.

The farm won top
honors in the Minneso-
ta late soybean cate-
gory, harvesting 68.5
bushels per acre.

Klemmensen and his
father farm about 700
acres north of Bloom-
ing Prairie, west of
the Blooming Prairie
Country Club, planting
both corn and beans.

“We've planted a
lot of other seeds over
the years,” he said,

“but Dairyland was a
family-owned company,
back when it meant
something.”

The company was
sold to Dow AgriScienc-
es in 2008; its founder
died a few years later.

COVID put a halt to
the awards banquet in
2020; the Klemmensens
received the plaque
in the mail a few days
after the announcement
of their win.

Nielsen Farms out of
Albert Lea placed first
in the Minnesota early
soybean yield and sec-
ond in early corn yield.

“We are very proud
to be a part of helping
(farmers) achieve these
outstanding yields,”
said Gary Leeper, gen-
eral manager of Dairy-
land Seed. “It’s because
of growers like these
that the future for agri-
culture is bright —as is
our ability to continue
feeding the growing
world population.”

There are “some
guys who will fertil-
ize heaver, use just
an acre” for better
yield numbers for the
contest, Klemmensen
said. “They take it more
seriously.”

Not him, though.

“Ijust getin the
tractor and planter, and
go plant it.”

having a well-stocked
first aid kit can help
you quickly respond

to farm injuries. Being
prepared can often
mean the difference
between an injury and
a life threatening situ-
ation. One safety tip we
can all use is to store
first aid kits in multiple
locations around the
farm, such as the shop,
tractor, and barn.

For more in-depth
farm safety reminders,
join us for a Farm Safe-
ty Seminar at the Fari-
bault Fire Department
on March 16 from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. Farmers
will have an opportuni-
ty to receive free safety
equipment and first aid
kits, For more informa-
tion, visit: z.umn.edu/
FarmSafetySeminar.

Claire LaCanne
is the agricultural
extension educator
Jfor the University of
Minnesota for Steele
and Rice counties.
Her column appears
regularly in this
newspaper.
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P ﬁ Heating, A/C, Geneva
A 6 & Plumbing Registered
Showroom

® Quality plumbing & heating products
for your remodeling or new home construction.

e Serving our area for over 40 years.

* We’ll treat your home

as if it were our own. THE BOLD LOOK

OF KOHLER.

Loken Excavation & Drainage
YourR DRAINAGE PROJECT PARTNER

WE CAN HELP YOU WITH:
Aggregate Products * Waterway Cleaning
All Excavation Projects * Hauling & Septic

Call DALLAS for your DRAINAGE needs!

3695 Hoffman Drive NW « Owatonna
loken@qwestoffice.net | Toll-free 855-298-2568

Encourage your
children to make
reading

the newspaper

a part of their
everyday
routine for
lifelong learning.

TURN ON
THEIR
MINDS!

STEELE COUNTY

TIMES

Always local, alf the time.

WALT GAUL AUCTION BARN

Sale barn located 3 miles

Call or leave a message:
Auctioneer- Walt Gaul (License
507-213-8670- Cell

“Your old reliable sale harn—over 25 vears at same location”

FIRST SALE OF 2022

Thursday, April

Specializing in moving and estate sales—your residence or our inside facility.
See current sales and updates al www.auctionsgo.com

Live auctions every Thursday
Taking consignments every Tuesday from 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
or Thursday to time of sale or by appointment

We consign and sell: Hand & power tools, yard & garden equipment, hobby farm
machinery, hunting, fishing & camping equipment, coins, jewelry, blown glass
figurines & paperweights, toys, historical & sports memorabilia, flowers, plants,
vegetables, household items, antiques & collectibles, hay & straw (sells at 6:30 p.m.)

« WE DO NOT ACCEPT RUMMAGE SALE LEFTOVERS e

3174 SE 44th Ave. « Owatonna
st on Hwy. 14 and 1 mile south on County Road 59 (or 44th Ave.)

7at4 p.m.

507-444-9347 or 507-413-0899
#74-21-001)

All sales are subject to state and county tax
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AUTO MECHANICS WANTED

EARNS40K 10S75KPER YEAR
AS A MECHANIC AT MID-COUNTY AUTO, TRUCK & TIRE CENTER

WANT TO LIVE & WORK IN THE COUNTRY, BUT BE CLOSE TO THE TWIN CITIES?

Full service, well established, auto, truck and tire repair center on Hwy 212 in Cologne, MN
is seeking beginning and experienced auto and truck repair technicians. Full-time
40-45 hours, excellent benefits, competitive wage based on experience.

|/ Mid-County

710 Lake St W, Cologne, MN 55322

For more information visit
midcountycoop.com/mechanic-job

to apply contact Mike at (952) 466-3710
or mikeb@midcountycoop.com

- BUILD

SCHOLARSHIP FUND

FULL-RIDE

APPLY BY MARCH 31

-
o1

HA™UDAKOTA

SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE

THE
SMART
WAY UP

SMUTHEAST

Technical College

605-367-6040 | admissions@southeasttech.edu
SOUTHEASTTECH.EDU/SCHOLARSHIPS

Parent Aware offers free tools and resources to
help families find the quality child care
programs their children need to succeed
in school and life.

ParentAware.org | 888.291.9811

«Utility Operator
sLaborer

Bridge the gap hetween uncertainty
and your own secure future.

We are a third generation, family-owned construction company that was founded

in 1926 by three Duininck brothers. While our capabilities have expanded over the
years, our values-based approach to each project has remained the same — we start
with great relationships, do quality work, and honor our commitments.

We hire the best in the field and we are committed to providing our employees
with opportunities to grow in their jobs. We believe in supporting the commu-
nities we serve, investing in people, and living our values every day.

JUST SOME OF THE POSITIONS WE ARE LOOKING TO FILL RIGHT NOW ARE:

e 2

ASPHALT/ AGGREGATES: UNDERGROUND:
PAVING: +*Operations Manager + Backfiller
+Area Manager «Crusher +Excavator
+Estimator/ Operator Operator
Project +Loader / Dozer *Pipelayer
Mangger Operag)r +Topman
+Paver Operator *Wash Plant Operator .
+Plant Oiler sLaborer “Ex G\t?,?l.?IgG.r tor
+Plant Technician BRIDGE: "Utity Operator
“Loader / “Carpenter/ & Side gun? elgrﬁlers
Dozer Operator Laborepr/WeIder P

These jobs and many more await you!
Check out all of our positions at Duininck.com

Contact us to learn more about
opportunities to join our team

phone 320-978-6011

web duininck.com

‘7 DUININCK

Duininck is an EEO/AA/M/F/Vet/Disability Employer

S limes

Always local,
all the time.

No additional jail time for woman in stabbing case

BY KAY FATE
STAFF WRITER

The Waseca woman
who pleaded guilty to
first-degree assault in
a March 2021 stabbing
has been sentenced.

Tierrah Vachon Lee
Wells, 35, received an
88-day jail sentence,
with credit for 88 days
already served, and was
placed on supervised
probation for up to four
years.

Steele County
District Court Judge
Joseph Bueltel also
ordered her to com-
plete cognitive skills
training, a psycholog-
ical evaluation and
treatment; and prohib-
ited her from using or
possessing firearms or
dangerous weapons,
among other conditions.

She had faced up to 20
years in prison.

One count of sec-
ond-degree attempted
murder was dismissed

when she pleaded guilty
to the assault charge
back in January.

The charges stem
from an incident on
March 30, when Wells
stabbed a 42-year-old
man during an ear-
ly-morning argument.
There were several
witnesses, including her
two young children.

According to the
criminal complaint,
Owatonna police re-
sponded to an apart-
ment on East School
Street, where they found
the victim on the floor
of the dining room in a
pool of blood, two stab
wounds in his chest. At
one point during offi-
cers’ rescue attempts,
the man stopped breath-
ing and had no pulse,
the reports said.

Two men in the
apartment told police
Wells had stabbed the
man when he tried to
prevent her from leav-
ing, because she had

Tierrah Wells

children with her and
had been drinking. One
of the men said he saw
Wells get a knife from a
kitchen drawer, but he
backed away when she
threatened him with it.

The witness said
the victim asked, “are
you going to stab me?
And that’s when (Wells)
stabbed him,” the com-
plaint says.

The injured man,
who reportedly had an
order for protection
against Wells, was
taken by helicopter to

Saint Marys Hospital in
Rochester.

Wells left the apart-
ment with her children
before police arrived,
taking the knife with
her. She was stopped
later that day in Waseca
and her children were
taken to the police de-
partment.

According to the
criminal complaint, her
4-year-old child told a
social worker that the
victim “was bleeding
because Mom poked
him with a knife, at
least two times,” and
pointed to the chest area
of a diagram.

Wells initially denied
any involvement in the
stabbing, then changed
her story several times,
the reports said. When
the investigator asked
what Wells thought her
children would tell offi-
cers, she “became upset
and indicated she did
not want her children
interviewed.”

BP woman reaches plea deal in golf cart incident

BY KAY FATE
STAFF WRITER

The woman charged
with driving a golf cart
while intoxicated after a
man fell off and sus-
tained a serious head
injury was sentenced last
week in Steele County
District Court.

Krystin Nicole Dyche,
33, of Blooming Prai-
rie, pleaded guilty to
misdemeanor DWI; in ex-
change for the plea, two
counts of felony criminal
vehicular operation were
dismissed.

She was sentenced to

90 days in jail, stayed,;
ordered to complete a
chemical evaluation/
treatment, and was placed
on probation for a year.
The charges stem
from an incident about 1
a.m. June 5, when Bloom-
ing Prairie Police re-
sponded to the 200 block
of Second Street NW.
The officer saw Dyche
standing next to a man
with blood on the back of
his head, and a “pool” of
blood in the street.
According to the crim-
inal complaint, Dyche
told the officer they were
on the golf cart “and we

came around and he was
standing on the back
and he just fell off.” She
reportedly said the man
was unconscious for “a
minute;” and fell off the
golf cart because he was
“absolutely” intoxicated.

A witness said he saw
the man fall straight
backwards from the
golf cart onto the road;
the golf cart continued
traveling down the road
as someone yelled, “man
down.”

The police report
said Dyche had slurred
speech and glassy, wa-
tery eyes, and she failed

standard field sobriety
tests. She allegedly told
the officer she’d had two
vodkas and half a beer in
the past nine hours.

A preliminary breath
test at the scene indicated
Dyche’s alcohol content
was.122; she was arrested
and taken to the hospital
for a blood draw. That
sample, taken about 90
minutes later, indicated
a blood alcohol content
of.089.

The legal limit to drive
in Minnesota is.08.

The injured man was
hospitalized with a brain
bleed.

WEST HILLS
HAPPENINGS
THOMAS GORYCKI

We have been work-
ing to expand our trip
offerings for the past
few months and are
partnering with Buck-
ham West in Faribault.
This new opportunity
will allow us to combine
our resources to reach
more people and expand
the number of trips
offered. This will also

Expanding senior trip offerings

TREASURE ISLAND WITH
BINGO OPTION

March 9

Visit Treasure Is-
land Resort and Casino
for a chance to win big
and play some Bingo!

A $3 food voucher and
$15 of free slot play
money will be provided
to each participant.
Bingo is not included in
the price of this trip, so
you need to bring extra
money for bingo and
food.

This is a partnered
program between the
West Hills Social Com-
mons and Buckham
West to give you more
opportunities to connect
with others. Please call

STAG AND DOE- DAY TRIP-
PERS THEATER

March 24

Bonnie and Brad are
having a party to raise
money for their upcom-
ing wedding—the cost
of which has secretly
gotten out of control.
Their wisecracking
Maid of Honor, Dee, is
still getting over being
left at the altar seven
years ago—and now she
has to come face-to-face
with her ex. Bridezilla
Mandy and her doting
groom Rob are getting
married today—even
though their big white
tent blew away in last
night’s storm. And oh
yeah...single dad Jay
just found out his entire

who has been hailed

as one of the funniest
playwrights of our time,
with Stag and Doe being
called an absolute riot
and funnier than any sit-
com of the past decade.

These tickets include
transportation and
lunch. This is a part-
nered program between
the West Hills Social
Commons and Buck-
ham West to give you
more opportunities to
connect with others.
Please call 507-444-4321
to register or stop by
the West Hills Social
Commons.

West Hills Social
Commons- Meet at 9:55
a.m.

Buckham West- Meet

507-444-4321 to register catering staff is in jail! at 10:30 a.m.

allow you to select an or stop by the West Hills  Tt’s all happening at the
additional pick up/ drop  Social Commons. same time, in the same Thomas Gorycki
off location. Please see West Hills Social community hall kitch- is a recreation super-
the list below of all our Commons- Meet at 9:25 en, in the same small visor with the City of
upcoming tripsand call ~ a.m. town. Owatonna. He works
507-444-4321 to sign up. Buckham West- Meet Stag and Doe is writ- out of West Hills Com-
Space is limited. at10 a.m. ten by Mark Crawford, mons.

COLLEGE NEWS
THREE GRADUATE Blooming Prairie with Owatonna, majoring in sia LaDuke, Camryn
FROM SDSU a graduate certificate business administra- Miller, Josie Mueller,

Three area students
have graduated from
South Dakota State Uni-
versity at Brookings.

Andrew James
Becker of Blooming
Prairie graduated with
a bachelor of science
degree from the College
of Agriculture, Food
and Environmental
Sciences.

Katherine Lynn
Schultz of Owatonna
graduated with a bach-
elor of science from the
College of Pharmacy
and Allied Health
Professions while
Alissa Rose Weide, also
of Owatonna, earned a
bachelor of arts from
the College of Arts,
Humanities and Social
Sciences. Weide also
achieved the distinction
of Summa Cum Laude.

STUDENTS GRADUATE
FROM WINONA STATE
Five area students
have graduated from
Winona State Universi-
ty for fall semester 2021.
They are Alexan-
draeana Thostenson of

in addiction counsel-
ing; Haley Kartes of
Hayfield with a bache-
lor of applied science in
healthcare leadership
and administration;
Chelsey Fleming of Al-
bert Lea with a bache-
lor of arts in individual-
ized studies; McKenzie
Arndt of Owatonna
with bachelor of arts

in history and Kate
Hendrickson of Owa-
tonna with graduate
certificate in addiction
counseling.

AREA STUDENTS NAMED
TO NDSU DEAN'S LIST
Several students
from Steele County
have been placed on
the fall 2021 Dean’s List
at North Dakota State
University in Fargo.
They include: Va-
nessa Louks of Bloom-
ing Prairie, who is
majoring in biological
sciences; Patricia C.
Biegert and Dawson D.
Ringhofer of Owatonna,
who are both majoring
in exercise science
and Jacelyn Stenzel of

tion.

A student must earn
a 3.50 GPA or higher
and be enrolled in at
least 12 class credits to
qualify.

STUDENTS NAMED TO
DEAN'S LIST AT WINONA

Many area students
have been named to
the Dean’s List for Fall
2021 at Winona State
University.

To qualify, students
must be an undergrad-
uate enrolled full time
and achieve a minimum
GPA of 3.5

Area students in-
clude:

Blooming Prairie:
Ashleigh Alwes, Abby
Braaten and Gemini
Johnson;

Ellendale: Hanna
Crabtree, Caitlin Goette
and Katelyn Crabtree;

Owatonna: Emma
Anderson, Sara An-
derson, Camryn Bartz,
Olivia Dantzman,
Maggie Krumholz,
Kailie Kubista, Eliza-
beth Kunkel-Erickson,
Ryan Laatsch, Anasta-

Isabella Schroeder,
Alexis Smith, Cheryl
Smith, Nathan Smith,
Shelby Staska and Joby
Werk.

STUDENTS EARN DEAN'S
LIST AT CONCORDIA

Several area stu-
dents have been named
to the first semester
Dean’s Honor List at
Concordia College in
Moorhead.

To qualify for this
designation, students
must carry a minimum
of 12 semester credits
and have a GPA of at
least 3.7 on a 4.0 scale.

Local students
include:

Blooming Prairie:
Marie Otterson, senior,
daughter of David and
Sheila Otterson.

Owatonna: Gannon
Kuehn, sophomore,
son of Brian and Shelly
Kuehn; Lauren Phelps,
sophomore, daughter of
Brian and Dawn Phelps
and Meghan Rethemei-
er, senior, daughter of
Eric and Julie Rethe-
meier.
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PUBLIC SAFETY

<« BLOTTER from B12

OWATONNA POLICE
DEPARTMENT

Kenneth M. Carlson,

34, Owatonna, DWI,
$400, 2 days in county
jail, substance abuse
subtle screening
inventory and 1 year of
supervised probation;
Colin M. Davies, 26,
Mankato, expired tabs,
$105; Daniela Gallegos
Mariscal, 39, Owatonna,
suspended license,
$275; Jacob D. Goerdt,
21, Owatonna, window
tint violations, $175;
Gage T. Gourhan, 27,
Rosemount, suspended
license, $275; Jessica L.
Green, 30, Maplewood,
stop sign and no
insurance, $325; Tiffany
A. Hernandez, 32,
Owatonna, revoked
license, $275; Tytiana

N. Jackson, 20,
Owatonna, invalid
license, no insurance
and child passenger
restraint system
violation, $425; Anna

H. Lee, 63, Owatonna,
speeding, $115; Jason R.
Lindquist, 46, Owatonna,
suspended license, stay
of adjudication, $105 and
1 year of unsupervised
monitoring without
conviction; Raney Luhda,
32, Owatonna, failure

to stop for school bus,
$575; Anthony J. Moore,
47, West Concord,
revoked license, $275;
Renee A. Munoz, 29,
Minneapolis, revoked
license, $275; Sara J.
Post, 24, Mazeppa, no
insurance, $275; Samuel
A. Renlund, 21, Verona,
WI, stop sign, $125;
Kashanae L. Richardson-
Cason, 19, Des Moines,
IA, invalid license, $175;
Logan R. Rink-Bermea,
18, Owatonna, DWI,
$225, attend MADD
impact panel, no alcohol
or controlled substance
use and 6 months of
supervised probation;
Roberto H. Santiago,

49, Owatonna, DWI,
$4.00, Ignition Interlock,
substance abuse subtle
screening inventory,

no alcohol or controlled
substance use, attend
MADD impact panel,
240 hours of community
service and 2 years of
supervised probation;
Diane L. Schroht, 66,
Owatonna, failure to
obey traffic signal, $125

and 1 year of supervised
probation; Cody H. Skow,
35, Owatonna, cancelled
license and failure to
stop for collision, $375
and 1 year of supervised
probation; Joel W. St.
John, 65, Claremont,
cancelled license,

stay of adjudication,
$75, Ignition Interlock
program and 1 year of
unsupervised monitoring
without conviction; Eloy
Tarango, 43, Dawson,
theft, $450 and 30 days
in county jail; Joseph

A. Taylor, 56, Spillville,

IA, driving wrong

way, $115; Steven W.
Tillmans, 58, Richfield,
cancelled license,
license plate violation,
registration violation

and no insurance, $535;
Irma Yanez Mendoza,
58, Owatonna, invalid
license, $175.

STEELE COUNTY
SHERIFF'S OFFICE

Juan R. Alvarez, 31,
Faribault, invalid

license, $175; Talis J.
Alwes, 20, Owatonna,
speeding, $135; Robert
D. Atcheson, 36, St. Paul,
speeding and suspended
license, $315; Michael J.
Bakken, 43, Albert Lea,
speeding, $135; Abrina

T. Banks, 28, Mankato,
revoked license and no
insurance, $475; Rylee

L. Burns, 27, Owatonna,
speeding, $115; Eleazar
Contreras, 20, Owatonna,
revoked license and no
insurance, $475; Wiley

E. Decook, 21, Racine,
speeding, $215; Amber

J. Dobberstein, 36, New
Richland, speeding,
$135; Jose Esquivel Jr.,
20, Owatonna, failure

to register ATV, $125;
Devin R. Everding, 18,
Stewart, speeding, $115;
Efren Garcia Herrera, 30,
Minneapolis, passing
parked authorized vehicle
and invalid license, $225;
Kenyan E. Green, 23, St.
Paul, suspended license
and child passenger
restraint system
violations, $375; Tracy

M. Green, 42, St. Louis
Park, speeding, stay of
adjudication, $105 and

1 year of unsupervised
monitoring without
conviction; Deon M.
Grunwald, 45, Owatonna,
revoked license and drive
through barricade, $315;
Arsenio B. Hanson, 32,
Austin, revoked license,

$275; Jes L. Hedberg,

36, Owatonna, failure to
yield, $125; Matthew C.
Kramer, 35, Owatonna,
expired tabs, $105; Carlos
J. Miguel, 29, Austin,
suspended license, $275;
Robert F. Prihoda, 38,
Albert Lea, speeding,
$135; Shari L. Rhoades,
52, Ellendale, speeding,
$115; Natnael Samson,
21, Minneapolis, obstruct
legal process, $175 and 6
months of unsupervised
probation; Craig G. Weber,
23, West Concord,
expired tabs, $105; Tarren
J. Weise, 23, Owatonna,
failure to stop for school
bus, $575.

POLICE BLOTTER
Steele County

BLOOMING PRAIRIE
POLICE

Feb. 26

Fight: Officers
responded to a fight in
the 300 block of Main St.
E.at6:47 p.m.

Feb. 28

Criminal Sexual
Conduct: Police began
an investigation of
criminal sexual conduct
in the 200 block of 4t
Ave. NW at 2:16 p.m.
Owatonna Police

Feb. 25

Theft: Officers received
theft reports from the
200 block of Cedar Ave.
N. at 8:23 a.m. and the
1600 block of Cedar Ave.
S.at 2:20 p.m.

Feb. 26

Theft: Officer took a
theft report in the 200
block of Rice St. E. at
12:48 p.m.

Hit and Run: At 1:29 p.m.,
a hit and run accident
occurred in the 1100
block of Frontage Rd. W.
Warrant: Officer made a
warrant arrest in the 100
block of Wilson Dr. NW at
6:47 p.m.

Feb. 27

Domestic: Police
responded to a domestic
disturbance in the 100
block of 22" St. NW at
S5:38 a.m.

Shoplifting: At 3:37 p.m,,
a shoplifting incident
occurred in the 2100
block of Bridge St. W.
Feb. 28

Theft: Officer took a
theft report in the 3500
block of 18" St. SW in
Owatonna Township at
10:43 a.m.

Domestic: At 9:48 p.m.,

Taxpayers who are
paying someone to take
care of their children
or another member of
household while they
work, may qualify for

credit regardless of their
income.

For tax year 2021,
the maximum eligible
expense for this credit
is $8,000 for one child
and $16,000 for two or
more. Depending on
their income, taxpayers
could write off up to 50%
of these expenses.

For the purposes of
this credit, the IRS de-
fines a qualifying person
as:

*A taxpayer’s depen-

L
&
L)
&

Understanding the chil

child and dependent care

dent who is under age
13 when the care is
provided.

* A taxpayer’s spouse
who is physically or
mentally unable to
care for themselves
and lived with the tax-
payer for more than
half the year.

» Someone who is
physically or mentally
unable to take care of
themselves and lived
with the taxpayer
for six months and
either:

1.The qualifying per-

son was the taxpayer’s
dependent or

2. They would have

been the taxpayer’s de-
pendent except for one

of the following:

* The qualifying person
received gross income of
$4,300 or more

* The qualifying person
filed a joint return

» The taxpayer or
spouse, if filing jointly,

a domestic disturbance
occurred in the 800 block
of Myers Dr. NE.

March 1

Thefts: Police received
theft reports from the
300 block of School St.
E.at 8:34 a.m. and the
3500 block of 18" St. SW
in Owatonna Township at
9:45 a.m.

Juvenile: Police received
a juvenile complaint from
the 1000 block of 22 st.
NE at 11:58 a.m.

March 2

Theft: Officer took a
theft report in the 900
block of Cotter Place NE
at 12:30 a.m.
Shoplifting: At 10:54
a.m., a shoplifting
incident occurred in the
1100 block of Frontage
Rd. W.

Assault: Police
responded to an assault
in the 500 block of 15t
St. NE at 2:57 p.m.

DWI: Officer made a DWI
arrest at North St. E. and
Cedar Ave. N. at 11:05
p.m.

March 3

Disturbance: Police
responded to a
disturbance in the 500
block of 15™ St. NE at
10:53 a.m.

child Protection:

Police received a child
protection report from the
200 block of Cedar Ave.
N. at 1:34 p.m.

Drugs: Drug activity was
reported in the 400 block
of Hoffman Dr. NW at
7:02 p.m.

STEELE COUNTY
SHERIFF

Feb. 25

Crash: Deputies
responded to a motor
vehicle accident resulting
in property damage on
Interstate 35 in Somerset
Township at 2:33 a.m.
They issued a citation to
one of the drivers.
Theft: Deputy took a
theft report in the 700
block of 2" Ave. NE in
Medford at 10:42 a.m.
Fight: At 11:42 a.m., a
fight occurred in the 700
block of 2™ Ave. NE in
Medford.

Burglary: Deputies
began a burglary
investigation in the 200
block of 3 Ave. SE in
Medford at 4:49 p.m.
Feb. 26

DWI: Deputy made a
DWI arrest at Oak Ave.
S. and Barney St. SWin
Owatonna at 1:29 a.m.

d and dependent care credit

could be claimed as a
dependent on someone
else’s return

Taxpayers can use the
Interactive Tax Assistant
on IRS.gov to determine
if they can claim this
credit.

Source: IRS

//\\ Ackerman Accounting

mmmw & Tax Services

Lisa Ackerman
Tax Preparer/Accounting Services

www.ackermanaccounting.com
lisa@ackermanaccounting.com

507-451-3399
221 Mineral Springs Rd Ste A | Owatonna

Feb. 27

Arrest: Deputies
assisted another agency
with arresting a subject in
the 4300 block of Kenyon
Road in Merton Township
at 7:26 a.m.

Feb. 28

Theft: At 2:13 p.m,,
identity theft was
reported in the 7600
block of Dane Road in
Merton Township.

March 1

Arrest: Deputies arrested
a motorist during a traffic
stop in the 7100 block of
76" St. NW in Deerfield
Township at 2:57 a.m.
Burglary: Deputies
responded to a burglary
in the 6500 block of
Frontage Rd. W. in
Medford at 10:14 a.m.
Theft: Deputy took a
theft report in the 6200
block of County Road 45
N. in Medford Township
at 10:59 a.m.

March 2

Vandalism: Property
damage was reported

in the 8700 block of
Frontage Rd. W. in
Medford at 7:51 p.m.
DWI: Deputy made a
DWI arrest at Highway
30 E. and 29*" Ave. SE

in Summit Township at
11:04 p.m.

March 3

Warrant: Deputy made
a warrant arrest at the
detention center at 10:16
a.m.

ARRESTS
Steele County

OWATONNA POLICE

Tommy Cedric Hondel-
Reid, 29, arrested at

7:40 a.m. Feb. 27, felony
domestic assault/assault
and false imprisonment,
held for court.

Kelsey Ann Koziolek, 30,
arrested at 7:04 p.m. Feb.
28, domestic assault/
assault, held for court.
Leroya Rondell Walker,
34, arrested at 2:30 a.m.
March 3, DWI, held for
court.

Tay Lee Beckjorden, 25,
arrested at 2:45 a.m.
March 4, warrant arrest,
held for court.

STEELE COUNTY
SHERIFF

Stephen Michael
Tamburro, 56, arrested at
1:45 a.m. Feb. 26, DWI,
held for court.

Michael Galvan, 35,
arrested at 2:21 p.m. Feb.

28, probation warrant
arrests, body only.

COURT NEWS
Dodge County

The following
misdemeanors and petty
misdemeanors were
heard in Dodge County
District Court the week of
Feb. 13 — 20:

DODGE COUNTY
SHERIFF'S OFFICE

Erich W. Bergman, 50,
Dodge Center, parking
violation, $32; Ryan N.
Hangartner, 36, Hayfield,
speeding, $140; Quindell
L. Jefferson, 23, Mason
City, obstruct legal
process, 27 days in
county jail; Matthew

J. Kraai, 19, Rochester,
speeding, $135 and 1
year of unsupervised
monitoring without
conviction; Alexander

D. Proell, 27, Kasson,
speeding, $140; Luke B.
Quimby, 26, Mantorville,
speeding, $140; Carmen
N. Sutherland, 30, Dodge
Center, parking violation,
$32; Kylie J. Zea, 23,
Dodge Center, parking
violation, $32.

KASSON POLICE
DEPARTMENT

William R. Kyllo, 37,
Rochester, possession

of marijuana and
paraphernalia, $180; Reed
M. Parrish, 18, Kasson,
failure to yield, $130; Tyler
J. Rodenz, 20, Kasson,
parking violation, $32.

MN STATE PATROL
ROCHESTER

Angela M. Day, 33,
Lonsdale, speeding, $220;
Kendall C. Drury-Deboer,
20, Wykoff, speeding,
$130; Anna L. Emond,

25, Lakeville, speeding,
$120; Erin N. Ericson, 22,
Onalaska, WI, speeding,
$140; Yovana N. Hackett,
26, Farmington, speeding,
$130; Cali S. Ketsane,

27, Eagan, speeding,
$140; Karla D. Rogers,

36, Dodge Center,
speeding, $140; Lauren

A. Rosenthal, 36, Mount
Dora, FL, speeding, $280;
Madison G. Tummons, 22,
Hayfield, speeding, $130.

WEST CONCORD
POLICE DEPARTMENT
Joshua M. Gunderson, 41,

West Concord, parking
violation, $32.

in person.

Make an appointment.

Tax Pro

OWATONNA
507-451-1491

:k' A

Helpis here.

Expert
tax prep.

Online and

Chervonda

CherrondaR.

1015 W FRONTAGE RD

Budget Tax Solutions, Inc
114 Fifth Ave W - Ellendale

Serving THIS area
since 2005

Business/Personal Tax
Bookkeeping
Payroll
Notary Service

(507) 460-3829

.

Income

PSTMents to 1,

STOCKWELL |-
ACCOUNTING ¥

] 802 N EIm Ave A
Owatonna, Minnesota

(507)451-1873
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CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

We understand small business
because we are a small business.

314 E. Main St., Blooming Prairie
507-583-7258

685 W. Bridge St., Suite 6, Owatonna
507-451-9136

133 N. Broadway, New Richland
507-465-8100

johndoercpa.com
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FORECLOSURE

NOTICE OF
MORTGAGE
FORECLOSURE SALE

Date: January 20, 2022

YOU ARE NOTIFIED
THAT:

1. Default has occurred
in the conditions of that
certain mortgage that
was executed by and be-
tween Joye Stallman, as
mortgagor, and United
Prairie Bank, as mortgag-
ee, dated June 6, 2018
and recorded on June 11,
2018, as document num-
ber A000418631, with the
Office of the County Re-
corder in and for Steele
County, Minnesota.

2. The mortgage has been
assigned as follows: n/a

3. The original princi-
pal amount secured
by the mortgage was:
$54,500.00.

4. No action or proceeding
at law is now pending to
recover the debt secured
by the mortgage, or any
part thereof.

5. The holder of the mort-
gage has complied with
all conditions precedent
to acceleration of the debt
secured by the mortgage
and foreclosure of the
mortgage and all notice
and other requirements of
applicable statutes.

6. As of the date of this
notice, the amount due
on the mortgage, and
taxes, if any, paid by the
holder of the mortgage is:
$51,985.93

7. Pursuant to the power
of sale in the mortgage,
the mortgage will be fore-
closed on the land de-
scribed as follows:

THE WEST ONE-HALF
(W 1/2) OF THE WEST
ONE-HALF (W 1/2) OF
THE NORTH ONE-
HALF (N 1/2) OF LOT
4, AND THE NORTH
ONE-HALF (N 1/2) OF
EAST 50 FEET OF LOT
5, ALL IN BLOCK 1, IN
TRUESDELL'S ADDI-
TION TO THE CITY OF
OWATONNA, STEELE
COUNTY, MINNESO-
TA. PIN# 17-116-0104

Street Address: 919 East
Vine Street, Owatonna,
Minnesota 55060

Tax Parcel Identification
Number: 17-116-0104

and will be sold by the
Sheriff of Steele County,
Minnesota at public auc-
tion on Thursday, March
17, 2022, at 10:00 o’clock
a.m., at the Office of the
Steele County Sheriff, 204
East Pearl Street, Owa-
tonna, Minnesota 55060.

8. The time allowed by
law for redemption by the
mortgagor or the mortgag-
or’s personal repre-
sentatives or assigns is
six (6) months after the
date of sale.

9. The date on or before
which the mortgagor must
vacate the property if the
mortgage is not reinstated
under Minn. Stat. § 580.30
or the property is not re-
deemed under Minn. Stat.
§580.23 is September 17,
2022 at 11:59 p.m. If the
foregoing date is a Satur-
day, Sunday, or legal hol-
iday, then the date to va-
cate is the next business
day at 11:59 p.m.

10. THE TIME ALLOWED
BY LAW FOR REDEMP-
TION BY THE MORT-
GAGOR OR THE MORT-
GAGOR'S PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVES OR
ASSIGNS MAY BE RE-
DUCED TO FIVE WEEKS
IF A JUDICIAL ORDER
IS ENTERED UNDER
MINN. STAT. § 582.032
DETERMINING, AMONG
OTHER THINGS, THAT
THE MORTGAGED
PREMISES ARE IM-
PROVED WITH A RESI-
DENTIAL DWELLING OF
LESS THAN FIVE UNITS,
ARE NOT PROPERTY
USED IN AGRICULTUR-
AL PRODUCTION, AND
ARE ABANDONED.

THIS IS AN ATTEMPT

TO COLLECT A DEBT,
AND ANY INFORMA-
TION
OBTAINED WILL BE
USED FOR THAT
PURPOSE.

United Prairie Bank,
Mortgagee

LATHROP GPM LLP

By: /s/ Andrew J. Steil
Andrew J. Steil #387048
1010 West St. Germain
Street

Suite 500

St. Cloud, MN 56301
(320) 252-4414

Attorneys for United
Prairie Bank
2/2T6

FORECLOSURE

NOTICE OF
MORTGAGE
FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERIFI-
CATION OF THE DEBT
AND IDENTITY OF THE
ORIGINAL CREDITOR
WITHIN THE TIME PRO-
VIDED BY LAW IS NOT
AFFECTED BY THIS AC-
TION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN: That default has
occurred in the conditions
of the following described
mortgage:

DATE OF MORTGAGE:
May 7, 2012

ORIGINAL  PRINCIPAL
AMOUNT OF MORT-
GAGE: $126,663.00

MORTGAGOR(S): Scott
J. Matakis, a single per-
son

MORTGAGEE: Homeser-
vices Lending, LLC d/b/a
Edina Realty Mortgage

DATE AND PLACE OF
FILING: Recorded on May
10, 2012 as Document
Number A000384545 in
the Office of the County
Recorder of Steele Coun-
ty, Minnesota.

ASSIGNMENTS OF
MORTGAGE: Assigned
to: Wells Fargo Bank,
N.A. by assignment re-
corded on August 1, 2012
as Document Number
A000385959 in the Office
of the County Recorder of
Steele County, Minneso-
ta.

LEGAL DESCRIPTION
OF PROPERTY: The
South 68 feet of the North
Half of Lot 1 in the North-
east Quarter of Section
16, Township 107 North,
Range 20 West, Steele
County, Minnesota.

STREET ADDRESS OF
PROPERTY: 512 CEDAR
AVE S, OWATONNA , MN
55060

COUNTY IN  WHICH
PROPERTY IS LOCAT-
ED: Steele County, Min-
nesota.

THE AMOUNT CLAIMED
TO BE DUE ON THE
MORTGAGE ON THE
DATE OF THE NOTICE:
$117,382.38

TRANSACTION AGENT:
None

NAME OF MORTGAGE
ORIGINATOR: Homeser-
vices Lending, LLC d/b/a
Edina Realty Mortgage

RESIDENTIAL SER-
VICER: Wells Fargo
Bank, N.A.

TAX PARCEL IDENTIFI-
CATION NUMBER: 17-
016-1102

TRANSACTION
AGENT'S MORTGAGE
IDENTIFICATION NUM-
BER: None

THAT no action or pro-
ceeding has been insti-
tuted at law to recover the
debt then remaining se-
cured by such mortgage,
or any part thereof, or, if
the action or proceeding
has been instituted, that
the same has been dis-
continued, or that an exe-
cution upon the judgment
rendered therein has
been returned unsatisfied,
in whole or in part.

PURSUANT, to the power

of sale contained in said
mortgage, the above de-
scribed property will be
sold by the Sheriff of said
county as follows:

DATE AND TIME OF
SALE: March 29, 2022 at
10:00 AM.

PLACE OF SALE: Steele
County Sheriff's Office,
Law Enforcement Cen-
ter, 204 Pearl Street East,
Owatonna, MN 55060.

to pay the debt then se-
cured by said mortgage
and taxes, if any actual-
ly paid by the mortgag-
ee, on the premises and
the costs and disburse-
ments allowed by law.
The time allowed by law
for redemption by said
mortgagor(s), their per-
sonal representatives or
assigns is six (6) months
from the date of sale.

TIME AND DATE TO
VACATE PROPERTY:
Unless said mortgage is
reinstated or the proper-
ty redeemed, or unless
the time for redemption
is reduced by judicial or-
der, you must vacate the
premises by 11:59 p.m.
on September 29, 2022.

THE TIME ALLOWED
BY LAW FOR REDEMP-
TION BY THE MORT-
GAGOR, THE MORT-
GAGOR'S PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVES OR
ASSIGNS, MAY BE RE-
DUCED TO FIVE WEEKS
IF AJUDICIAL ORDER IS
ENTERED UNDER MIN-
NESOTA STATUTES,
SECTION 582.032, DE-
TERMINING,  AMONG
OTHER THINGS, THAT
THE MORTGAGED
PREMISES ARE IM-
PROVED WITH A RESI-
DENTIAL DWELLING OF
LESS THAN FIVE UNITS,
ARE NOT PROPERTY
USED IN AGRICULTUR-
AL PRODUCTION, AND
ARE ABANDONED.

MORTGAGOR(S) RE-
LEASED FROM FINAN-
CIAL OBLIGATION ON
MORTGAGE: None

Dated: January 24, 2022
WELLS FARGO
BANK, N.A.
Mortgagee

TROTT LAW, P.C.

By: /s/

N. Kibongni Fondungal-
lah, Esq.

Samuel R. Coleman,
Esq.

*Sung Woo Hong, Esq.*
Attorneys for Mortgagee

25 Dale Street North
St. Paul, MN 55102
(651) 209-9760
(22-0067-FCO1)

THISISA
COMMUNICATION
FROM A DEBT
COLLECTOR.
2/2T6

FORECLOSURE

PUBLIC NOTICE NO-
TICE OF MORTGAGE
FORECLOSURE SALE
THE RIGHT TO VERIFI-
CATION OF THE DEBT
AND IDENTITY OF THE
ORIGINAL CREDITOR
WITHIN THE TIME PRO-
VIDED BY LAW IS NOT
AFFECTED BY THIS AC-
TION. NOTICE IS HERE-
BY GIVEN: That default
has occurred in the condi-
tions of the following de-
scribed mortgage: DATE
OF MORTGAGE: April 30,
2013 ORIGINAL PRINCI-
PAL AMOUNT OF MORT-
GAGE: $138,775.00
MORTGAGOR(S): Lan-
ny Louks, A Single Man
MORTGAGEE: Mortgage
Electronic ~ Registration
Systems, Inc., acting sole-
ly as nominee for Ameri-
can Mortgage and Equity
Consultants, Inc. TRANS-
ACTION AGENT: Mort-
gage Electronic Registra-
tion Systems Inc. MIN#:
100867104377691779
SERVICER: Carrington
Mortgage Services, LLC
LENDER: American
Mortgage and Equity
Consultants, Inc. DATE
AND PLACE OF FILING:
Steele County Minne-
sota, Recorder, on April
30, 2013, as Document
No. A000391091. AS-
SIGNED TO: Wells Fargo
Bank, NA by an Assign-
ment of Mortgage dated

05/13/2014 and recorded
on 05/16/2014 as Docu-
ment No. A000397022.
WILMINGTON SAVINGS
FUND SOCIETY, FSB,
as Trustee of STANWICH
MORTGAGE LOAN
TRUST K by an Assign-
ment of Mortgage dated
04/05/2021 and recorded
on 04/05/2021 as Docu-
ment No. A000435379.
LEGAL DESCRIPTION
OF PROPERTY: Lot 13,
in Block 1, Hartle Addition,
Owatonna, Minnesota.
PROPERTY ADDRESS:
402 18TH STREET SW,
OWATONNA, MN 55060
PROPERTY I.D: 17-
243-0113 COUNTY IN
WHICH PROPERTY IS
LOCATED: Steele THE
AMOUNT CLAIMED
TO BE DUE ON THE
MORTGAGE ON THE
DATE OF THE NOTICE:
One Hundred Thirty-Two
Thousand Four Hundred
Seventy-Four and 82/100
($132,474.82) THAT no
action or proceeding has
been instituted at law to
recover the debt secured
by said mortgage, or any
part thereof; that there
has been compliance with
all pre-foreclosure notice
and acceleration require-
ments of said mortgage,
and/or applicable stat-
utes; PURSUANT, to the
power of sale contained in
said mortgage, the above
described property will be
sold by the Sheriff of said
county as follows: DATE
AND TIME OF SALE:
10:00AM on May 5, 2022
PLACE OF SALE: Steele
County Sheriff's Office,
in the Law Enforcement
Center, 204 Pearl Street
East, Owatonna, Minne-
sota 55060 to pay the
debt then secured by said
mortgage and taxes, if
any actually paid by the
mortgagee, on the prem-
ises and the costs and
disbursements  allowed
by law. The time allowed
by law for redemption by
said mortgagor(s), their
personal representatives
or assigns is 6.00 months
from the date of sale.
If Mortgage is not rein-
stated under Minn. Stat.
Section580.30 or the
property is not redeemed
under Minn. Stat. Sec-
tion580.23, the Mortgagor
must vacate the property
on or before 11:59 p.m.
on November 5, 2022,
or the next business day
if November 5, 2022 falls
on a Saturday, Sunday or
legal holiday. “THE TIME
ALLOWED BY LAW FOR
REDEMPTION BY THE
MORTGAGOR, THE
MORTGAGOR'S PER-
SONAL REPRESENTA-
TIVES OR ASSIGNS,
MAY BE REDUCED TO
FIVE WEEKS IF A JU-
DICIAL ORDER IS EN-
TERED UNDER MIN-
NESOTA STATUTES,
SECTION 582.032, DE-
TERMINING, @ AMONG
OTHER THINGS, THAT
THE MORTGAGED
PREMISES ARE IM-
PROVED WITH A RESI-
DENTIAL DWELLING OF
LESS THAN FIVE UNITS,
ARE NOT PROPERTY
USED IN AGRICULTUR-
AL PRODUCTION, AND
ARE ABANDONED.” Dat-
ed: March 2, 2022 WILM-
INGTON SAVINGS FUND
SOCIETY, FSB, as Trust-
ee of STANWICH MORT-
GAGE LOAN TRUST K
Randall S. Miller and As-
sociates, PLLC Attorneys
for Assignee of Mortgage/
Mortgagee Edinburgh
Executive Office Center,
8525 Edinbrook Cross-
ing North Suite #210
Brooklyn Park, MN 55443
Phone: 952-232-0052
Our File No. 21MN00163-
1 A-4742432 03/02/2022,
03/09/2022, 03/16/2022,
03/23/2022, 03/30/2022,
04/06/2022
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NOTICE

Proposed
City of Blooming Prairie
City Council Meeting
Agenda
«March 14, 2022 7:00
P.M.
« Call to Order
* Pledge of Allegiance
* Public Hearing: Body
Camera Policy

» Consent Agenda
1. Approval of Agenda
2. Approval of Min-
utes of  February
14, 2022 - Regular
City Council Meeting

3. Approval of Street
Closure — July 2nd
Street Dance
* FinancialReportCommit-
tee/Commission Reports
1. B.P. Public Utilities
2. B.P. Economic De-
velopment Authority
3.B.P. Planning & Zoning
4. B.P. Fire Commission
5.B.P.Police Commission
6. B.P. Ambulance Com-
mission
*B usiness
1. Approval of Proclama-
tion — Purple Heart City
2. Approval of Resolu-
tion Reestablishing Pre-
cincts and Polling Place
3. Approval of Am-
bulance Purchase
4. Approval of 2021
Ambulance Report
5. Approval of Abate-
ment Order

« City Adminis-
trator’s Report
1. 2022 Street
Seal Coating

2. Reminder — Board of
Equalization — April 11th
at 6:30 p.m.

« City Attorney’s Report

* Council Members’ Re-
ports

*Closed Session: MN
Statute 13.D03 - Labor
Negotiations Strategy

* Adjourn

This Agenda is subject to

change
g 3/9

NOTICE

SCHOOL BOARD
MEETING
INDEPENDENT
SCHOOL DISTRICT
#756
BLOOMING PRAIRIE,
MINNESOTA 55917
MONDAY, MARCH 21,
2022
HIGH SCHOOL
MEDIA CENTER

PROPOSED TENTATIVE
AGENDA

6:00 a.m. Thursday,
March 17, 2022
*Regular School Board
Work Session

7:00 p.m. Monday,
March 21, 2022
*Open Public Forum
High School Media
Center

7:15 p.m. Monday,

March 21, 2022
*Regular School Board
Meeting - High School

Media Center

Any person may raise a
question to the School
Board. The Board will not
act on any item present-
ed to them, which is not
on the agenda, until the
following Board meeting.
Also, the Board would
like persons to limit them-
selves to five minutes,
with a maximum of 15
minutes per topic. These
limitations are needed
for us to run a timely and
orderly Board meeting.
Persons are requested to
identify themselves prior
to speaking.

. CALL TO ORDER -
CHAIRPERSON
Il. PLEDGE OF ALLE-
GIANCE
lll. ROLL CALL -
CLERK
IV. APPROVAL OF
AGENDA
V. PRINCIPAL REPORTS
VI. ITEMS ON WHICH
BOARD ACTION IS
REQUESTED
A Consent Agenda
Minutes
Bills
Treasurer’s Report
Resignations/Termina-
tion
Donations
B. Employment
C. Volunteer Coaches
D. Timeline for Food
Service Bids
E. Sick Leave Bank Poli-
cy for Non-Teachers
VII. ITEMS OF INFOR-
MATION AND/OR
DISCUSSION ONLY
A. Safe Return to Learn-
ing Plan
B. Core Planning Com-
mittee Report
C. Building Project Finan-
cial Report
D. Committee Reports
E. Enroliment
Data
F. Dates to Note

VIIl. SUPERINTENDENT
OR BOARD MEM-
BER ITEMS

IX. ADJOURNMENT
*Agenda may be

subject to changes "

Community Investment Grants
Because of your generosity we were able to
fund 24 vital direct human service programs,
investing $550,000, in Steele County.

LIVE UNITED JXufssdivitvy

INJURED AT WORK?
DISABILITY DENIED?

Contact Us Today
For Free Advice

Steve Fields
Minnesota Attorney

Workers’ Compensation
Long-Term Disability
Social Security Disability

& FIELDS
LAW FIRM

www.GetFields.com

507-923-4169

, Chanh

entertaining you!

dassen

DINNER THEATRES

CUT LOOSE
to the rockin’ rhythm of its
super-charged Top 40 score!

Proof of Covid vaccination or negative
test required. Mask use required.

952.934.1525 e ChanhassenDT.com




DEALS ON WHEELS

Sell your car, bike, RV,
trailer, and anything on
wheels today!!

Over 16,000 in households

NEED CASH? | give free
appraisals of your old-
er coins from 1964 and
older. | am also looking
to buy older coins such
as silver dollars, halves,
quarters, dimes, and In-
dian Head cents. Please

BARGAIN FINDER

Sell your items for $50 or
less. Run it for four weeks.
ONLY $5!

www.steeledodgenews.com

CLASSIFIEDS

Serving Steele, Mower, Freeborn, Dodge, and Olmsted Counties

WANTED LIVE UNITED JKwtssaotys
To B UY ,ASK THE MOTOR MEDICS®

YOUNG ADULT DIS-
old Hit n Miss Engines or Old Engine Carts From the Hosts of the Under The Hood radio show.

ABLED man in Owaton-

na. Must have driver’s |
Any condition - They don't need to run g ByShan nonNoO |_'_(:|.S
£ andRussEval

license and insured ve-
hicle. Assist with meal
prep, hygiene, outings,
and support as needed.

call Ron from Hayfield Hours are 4 pm-10 pm.
at 507-477-2427 or 507- The number of days/
259-6460. 1/27T6 week is flexible. $15/

Dear Motor Medics,
We have a new driver in the family, our teenage
daughter. She will start driving on her own in a few
weeks and we have spent many hours with her
teaching the skills of driving. We feel that she is
very responsible for her age and will be a respon-
sible driver but we would like your advice on how
we can teach her to deal with a few common emer-
gencies that a teenager might face when starting
out on the road alone for the first time.

Shelby in Carroll lowa

hour. Background check

required. Call 507/363-

FOR RENT 9634. 2/23T3

BIG 4 BEDROOM, 3 bath, 2-car garage with opener.

All new inside including all new appliances. AVAIL-

ABLE NOW. References, deposit, and one year lease

required. $1,500/month. 507-374-2204 or 507-951-
1085. 12/30TFN

What do you have in that
old barn, granary, or shed?

Community Investment Grants
Because of your generosity we were able to
fund 24 vital direct human service programs,

Paying Cash

Dear Shelby,

investing $550,000, in Steele County.

LIVE UNITED sty

McAn

Ron 507-456-1602

steelecountytimes.com

Minnesota Classified Advertising Network =%

WANTED TO BUY

WANTED:

ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES
Running or not. Titled or not. Cash
in exchange. Sell now while prices
are high! Call Dan at 612/720-2142

USE SEAL ‘N HEAL®
on dogs & cats to seal wounds with a bitter
taste to prevent gnawing, allow healing. At
Tractor Supply® (www.fleabeacon.com)

HAPPY JACK® LIQUIVICT®
is recognized safe & effective against hook
& round worms in dogs by the USCVM. At
Tractor Supply® (www.fleabeacon.com)

SEED/FEED/GRAINS

SOYBEAN WHITE MOLD
have you worried this year? We want to
help with a winning strategy for 2022. Call
Heads Up Plant Protectants 866/368-9306

HIGHWAY 59 AUCTION SERVICE
Slayton, MN, March 28, 10 am. Vehicles,
Equipment and Machinery plus more.
Consignment Sale Call Jess Donker-
sloot 507/370-1912 www.auctionzip.com

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA NURSERY
awaits newborn. Promise loving fam-
ily, secure future, devoted grandparents,
educational ~ opportunities.  Generous
living/relocation expenses paid. Lisa
510/390-3524 or attorney 310/663-3467

DONATE YOUR CAR
truck or boat to Heritage For The

Blind. Free 3-day vacation, tax
deductible, free towing, all paper-
work taken care of 844/220-9501

THE COVID CRISIS
has cost us all something. Many have
lost jobs and financial security. Have
$10K In Debt? Credit Cards. Medi-
cal Bills. Car Loans. Call National
Debt Relief! We can help! Get a FREE
debt relief quote: Call 844/205-5439

THE GENERAC PWRCELL
A solar plus battery storage system. Save
money, reduce your reliance on the grid,
prepare for power outages and power your
home. Full installation services available.
$0 down financing option. Request a free, no
obligation quote today. Call 888/913-5895

LOOKING FOR ASSISTED LIVING
memory care, or independent living?
A Place for Mom simplifies the pro-
cess of finding senior living at no cost to
your family. Call 888/715-1720 today!

DISH NETWORK $64.99
for 190 Channels! Blazing fast inter-
net, $19.99/mo. (where available.)
Switch & get a FREE $100 Visa gift
card. FREE voice remote. FREE
HD DVR. FREE streaming on ALL
devices. Call today! 855/562-4309

HERO TAKES THE STRESS OUT
of managing medications. Hero sorts
and dispenses meds, sends alerts at
dose times and handles prescrip-
tion refill and delivery for you. Start-
ing at $24.99/month. No initiation fee.
90-day risk-free trial! Call 844/255-4489

Advertise here
statewide in 210+
newspapers for only
$279 per week!
Call 800-279-2979

The Weekly Crossword

by Margie E. Burke

15 Lie next to
16 Nobleman

ACROSS T 2 [3 |4 5 7 |8 9 [10 11 [12 |13
1 Stadium a ; 5
souvenirs
5 Have ___ on 17 18 19
(claim) 20 2 23
9 Fraternity letter
14 Declare -24 26

31 |32 |33

6
5

22
5

30
5 |46

1
2
4 |4

17 Fix up 34 35 36
18 Sparkly mineral
19" ’ Don't 37 38 [39 [40
Forme ’ -.-
20 Former
22 Every so often  [43 4 .|47
24 Eyer and e 5 =
embankment 51 [52 |53 54 55 56 |57
27 Life imitator
29 Company 58 59 60 61
owner, e.g. 62 63 64
34 Table in chemis-
try class 65 66 67
36 Kate of "The Copyright 2022 by The Puzzle Syndicate
Martian"
37 Epson product 64 Salazar of TV's 11 Teen's big date 44 Kindle user
38 Ripple "Undone" 12 Clinton's 45 Vintage toy
41 Strong desire 65 Silent performer birthplace material
42 Like some traits 66 Rough guess 13 Aardvark's fare 46 Il will

There are many things about common vehi-
cle emergencies that a new driver and even a
well-seasoned one can benefit from knowing.
Some problems can be prevented with focused
driving. A driver who is aware of their surround-
ings can avoid many common problems. First off,
many teens | speak to don’t know what to do about
a flat tire. This is one of the easiest things to take
care of but without proper knowledge can be very
intimidating and even dangerous. Go over the pro-
cedures for installing a spare and don’t forget safe-
ty first like making sure the car is in a safe location
before attempting a change. Six inches from the
edge of a busy highway is not safe. In general,
think of all the issues you have dealt with in your
daily driving and teach them before it happens.
Dead battery, out of gas, locked out of car, etc.
Take care, the Motor Medics

Dear Motor Medics,
| get pulled over often by the police and although a
lot of the time | either get no ticket or just a warning
| just don’t understand why they seem to target
me. | drive a Honda Accord Sedan that’s silver so
it's not flashy and | rarely speed. Are there certain
things that trigger getting pulled over more than
others?

Jesse in Martinsville Virginia

Dear Jesse,
You just must have one of those magnetic attrac-
tions, one that attracts officers. You could take a
cab, or you could avoid some common mistakes. If
you are getting pulled over often you must be do-
ing something to attract attention to yourself. Here
are just a few things that will draw attention. Being
the only car on the road, this puts all eyes on you.
Passing too quickly, by darting out, around, and
back in quickly, it looks like you are traveling fast-
er than you may be. If you are traveling too fast,
slow down. Loud music and dark tinted windows,
and loud exhaust never help either. In general, you
want to be as incognito as possible. Don’t draw un-
needed attention to yourself. If you do get pulled
over the number one way to avoid that ticket is to
be polite. The officers are doing their jobs and will
be making the choice of ticket or not. Being rude is
a surefire way of making sure they do their job as
thoroughly as possible..

Take care, the Motor Medics

198
www.kappysauto.com

207-451-8989

I\ facfier®

SPECIALIZED
LUBRICANTS

Bruce Freerksen
(507)273-9110

brucewithschaefferoil@gmail.com.
West Concord , MN

43 Put on a show

47 Foot the bill

48 Jockey's
controls

49 Close in on

51 Swear words

67 Sports award

DOWN

1 Find fault
2 State positively
3 Bunion healer

21 R2D2, e.g.

23 Cain raiser

25 Art subject

27 Cobbler fruit

28 Fred Berry role
30 Round Table title

55 Signs of 4 Go gaga 31 Inappropriate
spoilage 5 Reservoir maker 32 Field of play
58 Went wild over 6 Wading bird 33 Well-attired
59 Kind of ring or 7 Pastoral 35 Meddle
swing 8 Flower part 38 Took the gold
61 Translucentgem 9 Drops off 39 Prayer's end
62 Accustom 10 Smooth 40 YouTube upload
63 Plead operators 42 Misrepresent
Ald|s|3 EINMANE EEIDNnN
v(s|o|d I|o(d|n I|d|N[N]|I
Tjv|d/ofMalo|o/wWad|3|A|V |
S|d|O|ajlOMA|L|I|N|V|d|O[|d]|d
MMEIN BNIEEE 2 |
AlVIdBEa|3(N|I|v|L{d[3|L|N|3
LIN[V|[N[T]W[oO]a L[s[n|7 Jennifer
NEIRIEIN I IJ|L|N|I|d]|d
V|d|V|N oI |alo|l|d|3|d WGISh
Niv[n[s[s[3[N|I[s[n[a |l L][a]V Ifliﬁrll_ifsrs\:\‘lgl-rsi
| EIEINER N|O[N|V
SEINEBREINEE BRNRIE 507-438-6676
l|d|o|a|VV|O|| |WeoO|a|3 |y jenwalsh@kw.com
Nlo[d|v]a |l L|n|a|vlim[o[A]V jenwalsh.kw.com
viH|[d[1|vIMs|allla s|d|v|o Powered by kwisisist, mwsm

50 Love to pieces

51 Stiffly formal

52 "Doctor Who"
villainess, with
"the"

53 Egg, to a
biologist

54 Class with mats

56 Coarse file

57 Doin, as a
dragon

60 Center of a ball?

L&D Recycling, Iné

Scrap Iron & Metals

# HONEST-1°

Honest-1 Auto Care

1125 S Oak Ave
Owatonna, MN 55060-3701
507-431-4576

www.Honest1Owatonna.com
Mon-Fri 7ZAM-6PM | Sat S8AM-3PM

BOE AUTO
CENTER

® / °
115 Highway 56 N - West Concord

507-527-2241

www.boeautocenter.com

LET THESE SPONSORS KNOW YOU
APPRECIATE THESE COLUMNS!

FOR ENTERTAINMENT ONLY.

ALWAYS CONSULT YOUR LOCAL SHOP AND
FOLLOW ALL SAFETY PROCEDURES
BEFORE REPAIRS.

Come visit the Motor Medic® online at
underthehoodshow.com
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Blossoms standout
plays for his biggest
fan: his late grandfather

STORY BY JOHNNIE
PHILLIPS

s the winter
sports seasons
come to an

end, so does another
chapter in the history of
Drew Kittelson’s storied
athletic career with

the Blooming Prairie
Awesome Blossoms.

The senior added
to his list of school
records in the winter by
snapping two Blooming
Prairie boys basketball
records — most points in
a single game and the
highest percentage of
team points scored in a
single game — while also
tallying his 1,000t point
against Lake City.

“I didn’t really know
at the time where I was
at with the records be-
cause I was so locked in.
I honestly didn’t expect
to break the record that
night. I missed like all
of my shots in warm-
ups and thought I was
off, but after the game, I
realized I'd only missed
maybe seven shots the
whole time,” said Kittel-
son after scoring 48 of
his team’s 59 points in a
86-59 loss to Triton.

Despite the loss,
Blossoms fans were able
to watch history before
their eyes as Kittelson’s
48 points snapped a
Blooming Prairie record
that had previously
stood for over 65 years.

Back in 1957, Dean
Brudwick set the school
record by scoring 44
points against Hayfield
—before the three-point
play was introduced
to the Minnesota State
High School League.

“I wasn’t surprised to
see it broken, you know,
records are meant to be
broken. That was 1957.
Now I'm 83, so that’s 65
years ago. That’s quite
aspell in there. I didn’t
think it would stand
this long, but it’s always
something I've kind of
held onto,” said Brud-
wick, who now lives in
the Mankato area.

Brudwick also said
that he was happy for
Kittelson to hold the re-
cord, as it’s something
he’ll hopefully be able
to cherish long after his
playing days are over.

In the same night,
Kittelson also broke the
late Anthony Nelson’s
record for scoring the
highest percentage of
his team’s total points
by dropping 81.3% of his
team’s score to surpass
the 69.3% mark set by
Nelson in 2015.

Kittelson said that
it was an honor to hold
the record and be able
to put his name in the
record books with
Nelson, and said that
Nelson’s family con-
gratulated him on the
accomplishment after
the game.

However, according
to Kittelson, playing has
never been about set-
ting records or earning
the spotlight.

Instead, it was all
about playing for his
biggest fan: his late
grandfather, Dean
Goette.

“He’d been my
biggest fan ever since I
was a little kid. I know
he’d be proud of me no
matter what, even with-
out the records or the
wins. It means a lot to
know that he was there
with me through all of
those years, getting to
go through all of these
amazing moments. I
wrote his name on my
shoes before the season,
and I've dedicated my
play this year to him.”

Goette passed away
at the age of 61 at the
Mayo Clinic Hospital in
Rochester on Thursday,
Dec. 9, 2021.

Kittelson said it
was hard to adjust to
playing without having
his grandfather in the
stands, as Goette’s
signature cheering style
made it easy for Kittel-
son to hear and locate
his grandfather even
while he was locked in
on the game.

BLOSSOM RECORDS
BROKEN BY KITTELSON

* Most points in a single game: 48 (previously held

by Dean Brudwick)

« Highest percentage of team points in single game:
81.390 (previously held by Anthony Nelson)
* Plus, Kittelson hit 1,000 points

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 9, 2022

“| wrote his name (Dean Goette) on
my shoes before the season, and I've
dedicated my play this year to him."

Drew Kittelson
Star Blossoms Player
“My grandfather’s both over for the year,

signature move was Kittelson has the future
that he actually used to to look ahead to now as
bark instead of cheer- the senior will prepare
ing. He was always up to join the Minne-
in the stands getting sota State Universi-
rowdy and firing up ty-Mankato football
the crowd, so when I team in the fall as a
broke the record, the freshman in college.
student section and fans Kittelson said that

began to bark for me.
It was a special mo-
ment for me... I almost
began tearing up on the
court.”

While Blooming
Prairie’s football and
basketball seasons are

while he is excited to get
to campus and start his
new journey, for now, he
is planning on enjoying
his time with friends
and family where his
athletic story all began
—in Blooming Prairie.

STEELE COUNTY T

IMES

Playing for audience of one

STAFF PHOTO BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
Blooming Prairie senior Drew Kittelson puts up a contested shot against NRHEG in the Blossoms' game against
the Panthers on Feb. 11. Kittelson recently broke two Blooming Prairie scoring records for most points in a single
game and highest percentage of total team points in a game.
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Brudwick Scores
44 as Hayfield
Wins 85 to 75

With Dean Brudwick, Blooming
Prairie’s high scoring guard, rack-
ing up 44 points,
were able to hold Hayfield 85 to
75 in a close game at Hayfield on
Tuesday night.

Coach Chan Bailey said that his
team pulled out of its slump and
put on one of its best displays of
team play this season.
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This story appeared in the Blooming Prairie Times in
1957 when Dean Brudwick set the Blooming Prairie
school record of most points in a game—44. That record
stood for 67 years until last week when Drew Kittleson
shattered it by scoring 48 points against Triton.

Drew Kittelson shoots the free throw that earned him his 1,000th point as an Awesome Blossom. The senior reached the 1,000-point mark in his final game as an Awesome
Blossom.
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