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Man killed after 
vehicle hits tree
BY RICK BUSSLER

PUBLISHER

A 19-year-old man 
was killed in a single 
vehicle crash involving 
a tree early Saturday 
morning in Steele 
County.

Sheriff Lon Thiele 
identified the victim as 
Brett Alan Delhanty 
of Owatonna. Thiele 
said Delhanty was 
pronounced dead at the 

scene of the crash in the 
3600 block of Lemond 
Road, also known as 
County Road 7, south of 
Owatonna around 5:20 
a.m. Saturday.

When emergency re-
sponders arrived on the 
scene, they found the 
vehicle and tree on fire, 
Thiele said. Mayo One 
helicopter landed at the 
scene, but did not trans-
port Delhanty as he was 

Council ends Lang’s 
police service in BP

BY KAY FATE
STAFF WRITER

At 6 p.m. Monday, 
Blooming Prairie Police 
Sgt. Mark Lang reluc-
tantly climbed into a 
squad car parked on 
Main Street. He took a 
deep breath, and tear-
fully gave his last 10-7: 
His final broadcast that 

he was “out of service” 
at the end of his shift.

Ninety minutes later, 
members of the City 
Council went into closed 
session, then emerged to 
terminate Lang.

But in between those 
two events, Lang was 
congratulated and 
thanked by members of 

Editor leaves after cancer diagnosis
After devoting her 

entire professional 
life to journalism, Deb 
Flemming, news editor 
of the Steele County 
Times, is being forced 
to step away due to 
medical reasons.

Within the past two 
weeks, Flemming has 
been diagnosed with 
progressed lung cancer. 
She is battling the dis-
ease with the assistance 
of friends and family 
members at her side.

“We are incredibly 
saddened that cancer 
is preventing Deb from 
doing what she loves to 
do–community journal-
ism,” said Rick Bussler, 

publisher of the Times. 
“Our staff is stunned 
that this has developed 
so quickly and led to 
Deb being taken from 
our newspaper opera-
tion instantly.”

Flemming has been 
an icon in Minnesota 
journalism circles for 
decades. She began her 
career at her home-
town newspaper, the 
Waseca Daily Journal. 
She is a former editor 
of the Owatonna Peo-
ple’s Press from 1985 to 
1992 and the Mankato 
Free Press from 1995 
to 2005. She has been 
the news editor of the 
Times since 2020.

Bussler said, “It is 
tough to find someone 
as passionate about 
journalism as Deb 
has been for so many 
years. Deep in her soul 
she believes journal-
ism is an important 
foundation to any 
community.”

One of Flem-
ming’s most recent 
accomplishments was 
leading the Times in 
January to earning 
the statewide general 
excellence award–long 
considered one of the 
benchmarks of a suc-
cessful newspaper in 
Minnesota.

With Flemming’s 

immediate departure, 
no new editor has been 
named.

For more on Flem-
ming, see Bussler’s 
Hot Pursuit column on 
Page A2.

Leo Augusta officials provide first look at facility
BY KAY FATE
STAFF WRITER

It was one of the first 
up-close and personal 
looks at Leo Augusta 
Children’s Academy, 
and it brought out some 
key players.

State Sen. Gene 
Dornink (R-27), of Hay-
field, joined the tour, 
as did Chuck Ackman, 
U.S. Sen. Amy Klobu-
char’s regional out-
reach director. Bloom-
ing Prairie Mayor Curt 
Esplan was there with 
City Administrator 
Andrew Langholz.

Rae Jean Han-
sen, vice president of 
the early childhood 
program of Southern 

Minnesota Initiative 
Foundation, attend-
ed and so did Joseph 
Mason, administrator 
at Prairie Manor Care 
Center.

The couple who 
started it all, Craig and 
Robyn Kruckeberg, 
were also there.

“We certainly 
wouldn’t be here with-
out Craig and Robyn,” 
said Amy Hinzmann, 
chairwoman of the 
LACA Board of Direc-
tors.

They donated the for-
mer Minimizer build-
ings and land – three 
acres of green space, 
“which is absolutely 
outrageous,” Hinzmann 
said.

“We have mature 
trees, we have green 
space, we have soft 
landings for children, 
so it’s really fun. We’ve 
been actively pursuing 
this now for a year; 
we’re knee-deep in it 
and we’re almost to the 
finish line,” she said.

The 10,000-square-
foot building that 
houses the majority of 
the classrooms will be 
equipped with multiple 
cameras and features 
a secure entrance with 
buzzer system.

“We really want 
this to be not only for 
the academy children’s 
families, but also 
for the community,” 
Hinzmann said, so a 

commercial kitchen 
was built.

With that amenity, 
plus an 8,000-square-
foot building that 
includes a gymnasium, 
“we envision a lot of 
opportunity to bring 
in seniors from Prairie 
Manor; studies show 
seniors and children 
together helps both. If 
we want to host certain 
events, we’ll have that 
ability,” Hinzmann 
said.

The kitchen features 
a window into the 
STEM/arts and activity 
room on the west side, 
allowing kids to watch 
what’s happening in the 
kitchen.

County takes auditor, treasurer positions off the ballot
BY JONI HUBRED

STAFF WRITER

Over the past 30 
years, Steele County 
Auditor Laura Ihrke’s 
job has grown to include 
more work with laws, 
rules, and finances.

“There’s quite a bit 
more complexity,” said 
Irhke, who was elected 
in 1990 after working 
for a decade in the 
Auditor’s office. “We do 
tax calculations, so it 
requires some back-
ground in finance. Elec-

tions are more complex. 
Absent ballot voting 
has tripled… A couple 
of years ago, we had five 
elections in one year.”

The increased 
burdens on Ihrke and 
Treasurer Cathy Piepho 
led Steele County com-

missioners to look last 
fall at turning both into 
appointed, rather than 
elected, positions. They 
finalized the change 
Tuesday with a unani-
mous vote.

County Administra-
tor Scott Golberg said the 

state legislature “kind of 
greased the skids” with a 
2019 law that makes for a 
smooth transition. Sup-
ported by the Minnesota 
Association of County 
Officers, the law allows 
elected officials to make 
the change:

· when there’s a 
vacancy,

· when notified that an 
auditor or treasurer will 
not file for re-election, or 
(as in Steele County’s case)

· when there’s a signed 
contract with the official 
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At the Steele County Fairgrounds “Four Seasons Centre” 
Daily Ag Seminars      A Grand Prize Drawing at 3:30pm each day 

 Free Parking     Free Admission     FFA Silent Auction 
For more information visit our website 

www.tradexpos.com 
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See COUNTY on A4 ►

Deb Flemming

STAFF PHOTO BY KAY FATE
Amy Hinzmann, left, chairwoman of the Leo Augusta Children’s Academy Board of Directors, answers questions 
during a tour of the building that houses a 6,000-square-foot gymnasium and a school-age room. From right 
are Sen. Gene Dornink; Prairie Manor Administrator Joseph Mason; Chuck Ackman, regional outreach director 
for U.S. Sen. Amy Klobuchar; and Rae Jean Hansen, vice president of the early childhood program with SMIF.

See LEO on A4 ►
STAFF PHOTO BY WYONNE PRIEBE

This is the tree that caught on fire early Saturday morning 
after being hit by a vehicle on Lemond Road south of 
Owatonna. A 19-year-old driver died in the wreckage.

See MAN on A10 ►
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STAFF PHOTO BY KAY FATE
Blooming Prairie Police Sgt. Mark Lang gives his final 
10-7 – signing out of service – during a celebration of 
his retirement from the force. An impromptu parade 
of emergency vehicles marked the end of Lang’s time 
with BPPD, where he’d worked since 1999.
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The dreaded diagnosis hits us all

It’s something 
we write about 
far too often. We 

have profiled survivors, 
families coping with 
cancer, medical efforts 
to eradicate the disease 
and organizations ral-
lying to raise funds for 
additional research.

Despite this coun-
try’s best efforts at 
research, it seems as if 
cancer is still all around 
us and remains the 
second highest cause of 
death in America.

Within the past 
month, U.S. Congress-
man Jim Hagedorn fell 
victim to kidney cancer.

Sadly, we are forced 
to share our own story 
about cancer this week. 
Long-time journalist 
Deb Flemming, who 

has faithfully served 
as news editor of this 
newspaper, has been 
diagnosed with termi-
nal lung cancer. The 

diagnosis prompted her 
immediately to leave be-
hind the profession she 
has worked in for more 
than three decades.

It has been the one-
two sucker punch to the 
gut for all of us at the 
Times. It’s agonizing to 
see yet another cancer 
patient.

Deb isn’t one who 
seeks attention no 
matter what the subject 
matter may be and 
actually discourages 
it when it comes to 
the newspaper. As a 
passionate journalist, 
Deb strongly believes in 
covering the news, and 
that journalists should 
not be part of the news. 
There will probably be a 
hint of disgust with her 
as she reads the front- 
page news story and my 
column this week.

In fact, it was chal-
lenging for me to get 
a photo of her as we 
accepted state awards 
just a couple months 
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Hats off to Twins Hall of 
Famers Oliva and Kaat

Many people as 
they reach an 
advanced age 

put together a Bucket 
List, a compilation of 
things one wishes to 
accomplish prior to 
signing off.

On my Bucket List 
is a hope to visit the 
Baseball Hall of Fame in 
Cooperstown, N.Y. I gave 
it some serious thought 
in 2001 when the Min-
nesota Twins’ Kirby 
Puckett and the New 
York Yankees’ Dave 
Winfield (Minnesota 
native) were enshrined. 
I didn’t make it.

I have another prom-
ising chance to achieve 
my wish this summer 
with the enshrinement 
of former Minnesota 
Twins Tony Oliva and 
Jim Kaat.

Oliva and Kaat take 
their places in the 
Baseball Hall of Fame 
on July 24.

It’s been a long wait 
for both Oliva and Kaat 
to reach the ultimate 
goal of reaching the 
Baseball Hall of Fame. 
Oliva and Kaat were two 
of the 10 candidates on 
the Golden Days Hall 
of Fame ballot, which 
considered players who 

played between 1950 and 
1969.

These two former 
Twins players are big 
reasons why I love Min-
nesota Twins baseball 
as much as I do.

Oliva represented the 
image of a pure hitter. 
He was chosen the 
American League Rook-
ie of the Year in 1964 
and won the American 
League batting champi-
onship three times.

Had he not experi-
enced serious knee prob-
lems, Oliva would have 
played beyond the 15 
years he did log in Major 
League Baseball. He 
also won a Gold Glove 
for his fielding abilities 
in right field.

Tony Oliva was born 
on Wednesday, July 20, 
1938, in Pinar del Rio, 
Cuba. Oliva was 24 years 
old when he broke into 
the big leagues on Sept. 
9, 1962, with the Minne-
sota Twins. He and his 
wife Gordetta continue 
to live in Bloomington.

I’ve had many oc-
casions to meet Oliva. 
When he wasn’t playing 
or coaching, Oliva was 
making his rounds at 
Metropolitan Stadi-
um, the Metrodome 
and Target Field. He 
became an ambassador 
for the Twins and was 
always willing to sign 
an autograph when met 
by Twins fans, young 
and old.

Seeing Oliva on 
a bench outside the 
Metrodome, I nervously 
approached Oliva for an 
autograph. “I am your 
main man,” I told Oliva. 
I should have said, 
“You’re my main man.” 
Son Troy got a kick out 
of that mis-statement 
by me.

Over last Christmas, 
Judy and I visited our 
son and family in Ari-
zona. Troy took me into 
my grandson’s room and 
showed me a framed 8 x 
10 photo of me interview-
ing Oliva. He even has it 
autographed by Tony.

I saw both Oliva and 
Kaat play in Game 2 
of the World Series in 
1965 against the Los 
Angeles Dodgers. Lefty 
Kaat pitched a Complete 
Game and won over 
eventual Hall of Famer 
Sandy Koufax.

I first met Kaat in the 
late 1960s when I worked 
for a daily newspaper 
in Albert Lea. Kaat was 
a guest at a roundtable, 
representing the Twins 
and the Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes.

I also remember clip-
ping a story and photo of 
Kaat from the Minne-
apolis Star Tribune. 
The photo showed Kaat 
holding a baseball that 
knocked out two of his 
teeth. His teeth marks 
were on the ball.

Kaat played 25 years 
in the Big Leagues over 
four decades. He played 
15 years for the Sen-
ators/Twins. He also 
played for the Chicago 
White Sox, the Philadel-
phia Phillies, the New 
York Yankees and the 
St. Louis Cardinals. 
Kaat’s record was 283-
237. He recorded 180 
Complete Games and he 
won 16 Gold Gloves.

The closest I have 
been to the Baseball 
Hall of Fame was when 
a traveling exhibit 
came to the Twin Cities. 
Walking the exhibit 
with Twins Hall of 
Famer Harmon Kille-
brew (1984), I was told 
by him that he definitely 
thought both Oliva and 
Kaat deserved to be in 
the Hall.

Killebrew was right.

Is it time to dip your toe 
into the political pool?

People who want to share their political views 
with you almost never want you to share yours 
with them.

If you hate politics, this … is not your year.
Our newspaper is full of those stories this 

week, from township elections to the swelling 
ticket for the special election in U.S. Congressio-
nal District 1, which includes Steele County.

But even if you’re not interested, you’re affected.
Townships are the oldest form of government 

in Minnesota, and continue to play a crucial role 
across the state.

They control almost half of the roads in 
Minnesota, either providing or contracting for 
maintenance services, and they offer anything 
from park to volunteer fire department services. 
They also often maintain those rural cemeteries.

And don’t write them off as predictable: Voters 
in Somerset Township last week elected a write-
in candidate who defeated the incumbent by a 
vote of 19-4. Not all politics is flashy.

The people involved locally are, for the most part, 
just like the rest of us. They usually have a “real” 
job, essentially volunteering their time to research 
issues and represent their neighbors in topics from 
hanging flower baskets to local sales taxes.

They are people like Tom Soukup, of Aurora 
Township, who volunteered to be a delegate to the 
Steele County GOP Convention. He’d never been 
involved in politics, other than to cast a vote.

Last weekend, though, he had the opportunity 
to be one of the delegates involved in endorsing 
this year’s state and national candidates.

We need more people like Soukup, who put his 
metaphorical money where his mouth is.

He doesn’t have all the answers, but “I com-
plain enough,” he said, “and I thought this was 
something I could do.”

Indeed it is. The only requirement for becom-
ing politically active is a genuine desire to do so. 
You don’t need a degree, a bunch of money or a 
family history of politicians.

Getting involved is a good way to get past 
the intimidation or boredom, and a good way to 
understand the process.

Otherwise, buckle up. It’s a long time until 
November.

Give the surplus 
back to taxpayers

BY JOHN JASINSKI

A few weeks ago 
we received the latest 
budget forecast from 
the state’s budget 
office. The Febru-
ary forecast is what 
legislators use to 
guide decisions for 
the remainder of the 
legislative session.

The latest forecast 
shows that the state 
has a budget surplus 
of $9.3 billion. When 
we received the previ-
ous forecast in early 
December, the surplus 
was $7.7 billion.

That means one 
thing: you are way, 
way, way overtaxed. 
The state took too 
much from taxpayers, 
plain and simple.

Senate Republicans 
are committed to giv-
ing it back to you. In 
fact, we are proposing 
the largest tax cut in 
state history. If Dem-
ocrats agree, it would 
provide $8.51 billion in 
tax relief to taxpayers 
over the next three 
years. Our plan has 
two key elements:

· First, we are going 
to eliminate the tax 
on Social Security 
income. I hear about 
this almost every-
where I go. The tax 
on Social Security 
income is a double tax 
– you are taxed on this 
benefit once during 
your working life, and 
again when you col-
lect the benefit after 
retirement. That’s not 
fair. Most other states 
already wiped this tax 

off the books. We are 
one of only 13 states 
that still tax Social Se-
curity income. We’re 
going to get rid of it.

· Second, we are 
going to provide real, 
significant tax cuts 
to every Minnesota 
taxpayer. Instead of 
election-year gim-
micks like a one-off 
check of a few hun-
dred bucks, our per-
manent tax cuts will 
make your paychecks 
bigger every week. 
Under the Republican 
proposal, a Minne-
sota family making 
$100,000 would see a 
tax savings of $1,000 
each year. A typical 
individual making 
$37,000 would receive 
about a $500 annual 
reduction.

Ever since we 
learned the state 
has a record budget 
surplus, I’ve heard 
the same things from 
my constituents: Give 
it back. I agree. The 
government took far, 
far too much from tax-
payers. We’re going to 
give it back the right 
way, through per-
manent, significant 
tax relief that makes 
your paychecks bigger 
month after month 
after month and year 
after year.

Parent bill of 
rights bills

Last week we also 
passed the first two 
components of our 
Parents Bill of Rights 
package. These first 
two bills affirmed 
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Deb Flemming has served as news editor of the Steele 
County Times since 2020. She was forced to leave last 
week after being diagnosed with lung cancer.

See DREADED on A11 ►
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MnDOT hopes to slow spread  
of Emerald Ash Borer

BY RICK BUSSLER
PUBLISHER

Trees are being re-
moved along Interstate 
35 in Steele County as 
crews with the Min-
nesota Department of 
Transportation hope to 
slow the spread of Em-
erald Ash Borer (EAB)

The Minnesota De-
partment of Agriculture 
(MDA) recently identi-
fied Steele County as a 
hot spot for the infes-
tation of the EAB. Last 
week, MnDOT crews 
began working in the 
Owatonna area and will 
continue south along I-35 
into Freeborn County to 

remove ash trees.
“All the ash trees 

will come down,” said 
Michael Dougherty, 
spokesperson for 
MnDOT. “Even if it’s 
not detected now, if it’s 
next to one, it becomes a 
liability.”

Dougherty didn’t 
have an exact count of 
how many trees will be 
removed, but he said it 
is safe to say “dozens of 
trees.”

It’s unknown exactly 
how old most of the 
trees are, but Dough-
erty said many of them 
seemed to be “small 
younger trees.”

Steele County was 

placed under a tree 
quarantine after MDA 
discovered EAB in sev-
eral trees in Medford in 
September 2019.

EAB kills ash trees, 
and all ash trees are 
susceptible to EAB. 
Minnesota has the high-
est volume of ash trees 
in the U.S. with nearly 
a billion forestland 
and urban ash trees 
combined. Millions of 
ash trees have already 
been killed across the 
Midwest, eastern U.S. 
and Canada, according 
to MDA.

Doughtery said there 
are two preferred ways 
MnDOT utilizes in re-

moving the trees. They 
are chipping them into 
a wood chipper on the 
spot or burning them at 
another location. He not-
ed the trees can’t move 
far as they must remain 
within the county.

Similar efforts have 
occurred elsewhere 
along MnDOT’s right of 
way, including in 2014 on 
U.S. Highway 63 north of 
I-90 south of Rochester, 
Dougherty said.

Once the trees are 
removed, they won’t be 
replaced at least right 
away. However, Dough-
erty expects there will 
be some sort of replace-
ment in the future.

County’s GOP convention draws 
delegate hopefuls

BY KAY FATE
STAFF WRITER

The steady stream 
of Republicans joining 
the race for the late U.S. 
Rep. Jim Hagedorn’s 
seat in Congress has 
even the most active 
of politicos scratching 
their heads.

“I’m just listening to 
them as they come to 
these events,” said Car-
ol Linde, of Albert Lea. 
She was there stumping 
for Lisa Hanson, who 
is challenging Sen. 
Gene Dornink for the 
newly-formed Senate 
District 23.

Linde said she’s 
waiting to see which of 
the Congressional can-
didates best aligns with 
her views on education, 
economy and election 
integrity.

Dean Spies, of Berlin 
Township, said he was 
“still open; it’s one of 
the reasons I’m here 
today.”

That seemed to be 
the consensus at last 
week’s Steele County 
GOP Convention, where 
the party elected state 
and district delegates 
and alternates, and 
formalized its resolu-
tions to forward to the 
district convention.

There were 72 dele-
gates at the event, many 

who volunteered at the 
caucus last month. That 
included Tom Soukup, 
who had never been 
very politically active.

At the time, Soukup 
said he thought “our 
country and our state 
are going in the wrong 
direction. I complain 
enough, and I thought 
this was something I 
could do.”

He was excited to at-
tend the county conven-
tion – and last weekend, 
that’s just what he 
did, making good on 
his desire to learn the 
process.

In fact, he was 
nominated as one of the 
17 delegates who will 
attend the April 23 GOP 
District Convention in 
Mankato and the state 
convention in May 
in Rochester. There, 
they’ll join more than 
2,200 other delegates to 
endorse candidates for 
statewide races.

There were 19 alter-
nates elected, as well.

The names of the 
locally-elected delegates 
were not made public.

There was plenty of 
campaigning through-
out the day: Jeremy 
Munson was there 
in his bid to succeed 
Hagedorn; guberna-
torial candidates Paul 
Gazelka, Rich Stanek, 

Mike Murphy, Michelle 
Benson and Scott Jen-
sen were also scheduled 
to appear.

Sen. John Jasinski 
(R-24), of Faribault, was 
there in a wheelchair, 
still recovering from 
a serious snowmobile 
crash Feb. 4 in northern 
Minnesota.

Dornink (R-27) and 
Rep. Peggy Bennett 

(R-27A) also attended.
All 201 seats in the 

Minnesota Legislature 
are up for election this 
year, as are all of the 
statewide constitutional 
offices.

Kim Crockett, who is 
challenging Secretary 
of State Steve Simon, 
spoke early in the con-
vention, making a pitch 
for election judges.

Township voting brings 
upset to Somerset
BY KAY FATE
STAFF WRITER

Township elections 
rarely get a second 
glance in the grand 
scheme of politics, but 
longevity has to count 
for something: Town-
ships are the oldest 
form of government 
in Minnesota – dating 
back to before it was 
even a state.

They’re historically 
viewed as rural areas 
with agriculture as the 
primary industry, but 
are evolving into areas 
of residential, light 
commercial and indus-
trial development.

Townships are 
governed by a board 
of supervisors, elected 
to staggered two- or 
three-year terms on an 
annual basis; challeng-
es to those seats are 
infrequent. Election 
turnout – in Steele 
County, anyway – is 
typically in the low two 
digits.

That’s why the elec-
tion results from Som-
erset Township were 
a surprise: Supervisor 
candidate and incum-
bent Jerry Rysavy was 
upended by write-in 
candidate Jacob Stanke 
by a vote of 19-4.

Stanke also collected 
a write-in vote for the 
position of clerk, but 
candidate and incum-
bent Cindy Finch won it 
easily, 21-1.

The other 12 town-
ships had predictable 
results, with each 
supervisor and clerk 
on the ballot winning 
their race.

Voter turnout ranged 
from seven people in 
Clinton Falls Township 
to 28 in Deerfield Town-
ship. Summit Township 
hadn’t reported its 
results as of March 14.

All supervisors were 
elected to three-year 
terms unless otherwise 
noted; clerks were elect-
ed to two-year terms.

Aurora:
Supervisors: Troy 
Krejci (2-year term); 
Phillip Hildebrandt
Clerk: Alicyn Prest-
egard
Berlin:
Supervisor: Bradley 
Hagen
Clerk: Helen Schmidt
Blooming Prairie:
Supervisor: Robert 
Haberman
Clerk: Missy Anderson
Clinton Falls:
Supervisor: Dan 
Simon
Clerk: Susan Rypka
Deerfield:
Supervisor: Joel Dulas
Clerk: Nicole Wacek
Havana:
Board Chairman: 
David Joachim
Clerk: Laurie Wolhart

Lemond:
Supervisor: Wayne 
Sommers
Clerk: Jennelle Olson
Medford:
Supervisor: Troy 
Borwege
Clerk: Angie Finholdt
Meriden:
Board Chairman: Matt 
Herget
Clerk: Rebecca Kubi-
cek
Merton:
Supervisor: Matt 
Keller
Clerk: Brandon Balzer
Owatonna:
Supervisor: Dan 
Stursa
Clerk: Joe Elbert
Somerset:
Supervisor: Jacob 
Stanke
Clerk: Cindy Finch

his department and 
the community for 20 
years of service with 
awards, applause 
and an impromptu 
parade of emergency 
vehicles.

Two of the people 
who thanked him 
in the middle of the 
street later sat in 
on the meeting that 
ended his law en-
forcement career in 
Blooming Prairie, 
“due to his inability 
to physically perform 
his duties as required 
to be employed as 
a sergeant for the 
Blooming Prairie 
Police Department.”

According to the 
statement released by 
the city, Lang “is being 
terminated in good 
standing from the city 
of Blooming Prairie. 
His termination is 
not due to any sort of 
lack of performance, 
misconduct, or disci-
plinary reasons.”

“We appreciate 
everything you’ve 
done,” Mayor Curt 
Esplan told Lang. 
“It might be hard 
for Kelly to keep you 
home all the time.”

Lang and his wife 

Kelly were both 
emotional after the 
meeting.

He was hired by 
the city in 1999, giv-
ing him more than 20 
years of service with 
the department.

“He’s always been 
wonderful to work 
with; he’s going to be 
missed,” said Chief 
Greg Skillestad. “He 
was my right-hand 
man; he was the pa-
trol supervisor – and 
he would take care of 
things when I wasn’t 
there.”

Skillestad pre-
sented Lang with a 
Certificate of Retire-
ment in recognition 
of his “many years of 
sacrifice and service 
as Sergeant, K-9 
handler, FTO and 
SWAT.”

Lang also received 
an engraved plaque 
thanking him for his 
years of work.

Data privacy laws 
prevented city offi-
cials from comment-
ing further about 
Lang’s employment.

In other business, 
council members 
approved the condi-
tional hire of Joseph 
Martin as a part-time 
officer.

STAFF PHOTO BY KAY FATE
Stephen Nelson, co-chair of the Steele County GOP, 
welcomes delegates and guests to the convention. The 
day’s business included electing delegates for the state 
and district conventions as well as moving resolutions 
forward to the district convention.

COURTESY MNDOT
Crews with the Minnesota Department of Transportation are busy removing trees infected with Emerald Ash 
Borer along Interstate 35 in Steele County. On March 9, they removed several trees by the Bridge Street exit 
in Owatonna. Officials say “dozens” of trees will be removed in a path from Owatonna to Albert Lea over the 
coming weeks.

Farm show back from 2-year absence
BY RICK BUSSLER

PUBLISHER

After a two-year 
hiatus spurred by the 
pandemic, the North 
American Farm & Pow-
er Show is ready to roll 
again in Steele County.

The show gets un-
derway Thursday at the 
Four Seasons Centre in 
Owatonna. Hours are 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Thursday 
and Friday and 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. on Saturday. 
Admission is free.

“The same great 
things are coming 
back,” said Brock Nel-

son of Tradeexpos, the 
Austin-based company 
that sponsors the show. 
“We are ready to get 
back to it.”

Nelson said the num-
ber of exhibits is down 
slightly from 170 in 2019 
to 150 this year. How-
ever, the show will still 
feature large equipment 
displays from major 
dealers and farm-re-
lated workshops like it 
always has in the past.

This year’s show 
will feature daily prizes 
instead of one large 
prize at the end of the 
show, Nelson said. The 

daily prizes include: 
522L trimmer bundle 
on Thursday, 525LK 
trimmer bundle on 
Friday and 455 rancher 
chainsaw bundle on 
Saturday.

There will be a silent 
auction throughout the 
show benefiting Minne-
sota FFA.

Some of the work-
shops being offered are 
farm business succes-
sion planning at 10 a.m. 
and crop cover consid-
erations at 1 p.m. on 
Thursday and value of 
farmland at 9 a.m. and 
beef cattle management 

at 12:30 p.m. on Friday. 
The Linder Farm Net-
work and the University 
of Minnesota Extension 
sponsor the workshops.

A food stand, Don’s 
Crumbled Beef, will 
be available on the 
grounds throughout the 
show.

In 2019, the show 
attracted about 21,000 
people from southern 
Minnesota and sur-
rounding states, accord-
ing to Nelson.

But Nelson already 
knows it likely won’t 
be back to 100% yet 
this year because of 

the lingering effects of 
COVID-19. He hopes to 
attract at least 75% of 
the previous attendance, 
which is what Tradeex-
pos has experienced at 
its other shows this year 
in Topeka, Kansas and 
Fort Wayne, Ind.

This is the 23rd year 
of the show with the 
past 20 in Owatonna. 
The show was previ-
ously held in downtown 
Minneapolis.

When asked why 
the show was 
moved, Nelson paused 
and laughed, “We found 
farmers don’t like to pay 

for parking and they 
like to be sprawled out.”

Nelson said the Four 
Seasons Centre facility 
is a fantastic spot to host 
the show as it provides 
a nice mixture of indoor 
and outdoor space.

Tradeexpos is offer-
ing an outdoor farm 
show later this summer 
in Steele County. The 
North Star Ag Expo will 
be July 26-28 at Ritchie 
Brothers in Medford. 
Nelson said that show 
will be totally outdoors 
and provide even more 
space for equipment to 
be displayed.

Council ends Lang’s 
police service in BP
◄ COUNCIL from A1
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“One of our goals and 
missions is hands-on 
learning,” Hinzmann 
said.

Each age level – infant, 
toddler, preschool and 
school-age – will have 
two rooms to accommo-
date the children.

There is a laundry 
facility near the infant 
rooms.

The preschool rooms 
are separated by gating, 
each accommodating 20 
children and each with 
its own restroom.

Transportation to 
and from the elementary 
school will be provided 
during the school year.

“I think we’re unique; 
I don’t know that there’s 
a model exactly like this 
with what we’re going 
to provide,” said Doug 
Anderson, executive 
director of the academy.

“We’re going to have 
not only the child care 
piece, but a strong em-
phasis on education,” he 
said.

“When we think 
about ourselves, we’re 
not a daycare, we’re not 
a school,” Hinzmann 
agreed. “We’re a child 

care and education cen-
ter, and what makes us 
really unique is the prop-
erty, first. It’s so large.”

They were able to 
create play areas for each 
age level as well, using 
“strategic” fencing and 
that expanse of green 
space, providing three 
times the room required 
for each child by state 
licensing.

LACA recently wrote 
an application for a grant 
from the DNR, to provide 
an outdoor classroom.

“Play is so critical,” 
said Hansen, of SMIF. 
“Kids need to use their 
imagination and get out 
and get dirty and have 
fun, because so many 
things are structured 
once they do get to 
school, that play has kind 
of been eliminated.”

The play time “is such 
an educational piece in 
itself,” said Anderson, 
who retired after 25 
years in the classroom 
and another 11 as the 
NRHEG Elementary 
School principal.

The whole idea behind 
the LACA model is hands-
on demonstrations.

“I’d love to have com-
munity members come 

in, whether it’s construc-
tion crews coming in to 
build some birdhouses, 
or welders coming in 
to show how they can 
put things together,” 
Hinzmann said. “What-
ever it is, we know there’s 
a desperate need to get 
people back into the 
trades, so why not expose 
the children and let them 
make those choices.”

If there’s passion be-
hind it, “success usually 
follows,” Anderson said.

The curriculum 
they’ll use will address 
cognitive, social-emo-
tional and physical piec-
es that are “important 
to growth and develop-
ment,” he said. Life skills 
are also included.

It will be individual-
ized learning, said Sara 
Winzenburg, secretary of 
the board and a licensed 
in-home daycare provid-
er with a degree in early 
childhood education.

“We’re going to meet 
the child at their needs, 
at their level,” she said. 
“We’re going to help them 
follow their own path, 
versus what has been 
prescribed” by their age.

“I can hardly wait for 
a couple years to pass, 
and hear the difference 
that the district notices 
when children enter 
kindergarten,” Ander-
son said. “They will be 
well-prepared.”

A 2018 survey indicated 
there are 884 children in a 
20-mile radius of Bloom-
ing Prairie who need ade-
quate, quality child care; 
more than 100 of those are 
in Blooming Prairie.

“We do have family 
providers in Blooming 
Prairie who are doing 
the best they can, but 
they only have so much 
capacity, so this will 
certainly help give par-
ents additional options,” 
Hinzmann said.

LACA will be able to 
serve 144 children, from 
infants through age 12.

It has raised $1.25 
million of its $3 mil-
lion fundraising goal, 
thanks in large part to 
the Kruckeberg family’s 
$1 million donation of 
buildings, land and mon-
ey. It is the largest single 
donation in Blooming 
Prairie history.

An opening date has 
not been set.

HISTORY

Dear Savvy Senior,
Can you direct me to 

some really cheap wireless 
smartphone plans for se-
niors who don’t use much 
data? I use my smartphone 
primarily for texting and 
talking but need some data 
for checking my email and 
a few other things when 
I’m away from Wi-Fi. 
Right now, I pay $30 per 
month but am looking for 
a better deal.

Senior Scrimper

Dear Scrimper,
There are several 

super cheap wirelesses 
providers I can recom-
mend for older smart-
phone users who are 
looking to save money 
by paring down their 
cell phone plan. Here 
are three of the cheapest 
options available that 
you can switch to without 
sacrificing the quality of 
your service.

Cheapest Wireless 
Plans

For extremely light 
smartphone data users, 
the very cheapest wire-
less plan available today 
is through Tello (Tello.
com), which lets you build 
your own plan based on 
your needs or budget. For 
as little as $6 per month 
you can get unlimited tex-
ting, 100 minutes of talk 
time and 500 megabytes 
(MB) of high-speed data. 
Increases in talk time or 
data can be added in $1 
increments.

Tello uses the T-Mo-
bile network and gives 
you the option to bring 
your existing phone or 
purchase a new device, 
while keeping your same 
phone number if you 
wish. If you want to keep 
your phone, it must be 
unlocked. Just enter your 
phone’s ID (press *#06# 

on your keypad to get it) 
on Tello’s website to make 
sure that it’s compatible 
with the network.

Another super cheap 
plan to consider is the 
annual prepaid plan 
offered through Boost 
Mobile (BoostMobile.com). 
For only $100 per year 
(or $8.33 per month) this 
plan provides unlimited 
talk, text and 1 gigabyte 
(GB) of 5G or 4G data each 
month. If you need more 
data, their $150 annual 
plan (or $12.50/month) 
gets you 5 GB.

Boost Mobile uses 
the T-Mobile and AT&T 
networks and lets you use 
your existing phone (if 
compatible) or buy a new 
one.

And a third option to 
look into is Mint Mobile 
(MintMobile.com), which 
is recommended by Con-
sumer Reports and has 
one of the best values for 
a cheap plan. Mint offers 
a $15 per month plan (plus 
taxes & fees) that provides 
unlimited talk and text, 
and 4 GB of 5G/4G data 
each month. They too 
use the T-Mobile network 
and will let you use your 
existing phone (if compat-
ible) or buy a new one.

Lifeline Program
If your income is low 

enough, another option 
you should check into is 
the Lifeline Assistance 
Program. This is a federal 

program that provides 
a $9.25 monthly subsidy 
that could go towards 
your phone or internet 
service.

To qualify, you’ll 
need to show that you’re 
receiving certain types 
of government benefits 
such as Medicaid, SNAP 
(food stamps), SSI, public 
housing assistance, 
veterans’ pension and 
survivors’ benefit, or live 
on federally recognized 
Tribal lands. Or, if your 
annual household income 
is at or below 135 percent 
of the Federal Poverty 
Guidelines – $17,388 for 
one person, or $23,517 for 
two – you’re also eligible.

To check your 
eligibility or apply, visit 
LifelineSupport.org. If 
you do qualify, contact a 
wireless provider in your 
area that participates in 
the Lifeline program and 
sign up for service with 
them. You can also ask 
your current company to 
apply your Lifeline ben-
efit to a service you are 
already getting, if it offers 
the benefit.

Send your senior 
questions to: Savvy 
Senior, P.O. Box 5443, 
Norman, OK 73070, 
or visit SavvySenior.
org. Jim Miller is a 
contributor to the NBC 
Today show and author 
of “The Savvy Senior” 
book.

History from the News Archives

10 Years Ago
March 13, 2012

RICK L. BUSSLER, PUBLISHER

More than 90 students from Bloom-
ing Prairie Elementary participated in 
the science fair held March 5. The stu-
dents put together 86 unique projects. 
Every single sixth-grader participated. 
Kayla Andrist, the new fifth grade 
teacher and coordinator of the science 
fair was very pleased with the results 
and participation she had for the event. 
“We had about 30 volunteer judges and 
I am so grateful for them to take time 
out of their schedule to help with the 
science fair,” said Kayla. The judges 
awarded 24 purple ribbons and those 
winners will move on to the regional 
science fair in Mankato in April.

20 Years Ago
March 12, 2002
ELSIE SLINGER, EDITOR

The United States Achievement 
Academy has announced that Ben 
Hansen, a junior at Blooming Prairie 
has been named a National Award 
winner in Mathematics. The award is 
a prestigious honor very few students 
can hope to attain. Ben was nominat-
ed for this by John Bruns, teacher at 
BPHS. Ben is the son of Rae Jean and 
Harlean Hansen.

The BPHS junior and senior band 
and chorus concert will be held March 
25. The concert is open to the public 
and will be a little different in that 
there will be a tribute to three recently 
deceased educators for their contribu-
tions to the music department. Former 
Supt. Maurice McFarlin and teachers 
Cliff Jones and Milo (Mike) Hoel who 
both directed the band programs for 
many years. All three of these people 
have contributed significantly to the 
instrumental program and the recog-
nition is truly deserved.

50 Years Ago
March 15, 1972

VICTOR, VERNON & VRYLE KREJCI, 
PUBLISHERS

A disastrous fire destroyed a barn 
and wiped out the dairy herd at the 
Glen Starman farm. In addition to the 
barn, the head of cattle and 19 hogs 
were lost in the blaze, along with 2,000 
bales of hay, some straw and other con-
tents. An adjoining silo also damaged 
beyond repair by the intense heat. The 
fire was discovered at 9:15 p.m. and 
was burning out of control when the 
Blooming Fire Department arrived. 
The firemen were able to save the other 
buildings on the farmstead.

March 12-18 is Girl Scout Week 
and across the nation more than four 
million girls and women members are 
celebrating the 60th anniversary. This 
year over 9,500 River Trails Girl Scouts 
are celebrating. The girls of Blooming 
Prairie had a camping meeting to ini-
tiate Girl Scouts Week. They have also 
been on the radio each day this week 
and have displays in the downtown 
store windows.

75 Years Ago
March 13, 1947

FRANK KREJCI, PUBLISHER

Albert Yentsch, president of Bloom-
ing Prairie’s Co-operative announced 
to the Times Monday afternoon that 
the “milk war looms in the near fu-
ture” article taken from the Claremont 
News is without foundation and most 
certainly must have been concoctioned 
out of thin air. Yentsch further adds 
that his board at no time has enter-
tained any idea of selling the creamery 
property, received or discussed in any 
manner a proposition of sale to Roches-
ter Dairy or any other firm.

The VFW and VFW Auxiliary 
held their annual elections this past 
week. James Olsen was unanimously 
reelected as post commander. Other 
officers included Charlie Ressler, 
Howard Ryan, Frank Betlach, John 
Simon, Frank Ilk, Marvin Jensen, 
Chester Warren and Kowell Ingvalson. 
The Auxiliary has elected Mrs. Signe 
Pelinka as president and other officers 
were as follows: Alzinna Haberstad, 
Mary Christianson, Helena Nelson, 
Evelyn Ille, Dorthea Ilk, Edna Olson 
and Hilda Kelly.

OWATONNA PHOTO NEWS

31 Years Ago
March 14, 1991

TOM SHEA, PUBLISHER

Peter Schleif, 1990 graduate of OHS, 
is among the 64 members of the Chapel 
Choir of Concordia College, Moorhead. 
The choir will be leaving Moorhead 
on Wednesday for a four-day tour of 
North Dakota Schleif is a freshman 
majoring in music and is the son of Ron 
and Kathy Schlief of Owatonna.

The Owatonna Rotary Club award-
ed the winners of the first annual 
essay contest for sixth grade students. 
There were more than two dozen en-
tries written on the third aspect of the 
Rotary Four Way Test, which is “How 
do my words and actions to build a bet-
ter friendships?” The award of $25 was 
presented to Sarah Digangi, Chrystie 
Hanson, Erika Rietz and Coutney 
Nguyen and Miriam Gardner.

Community Band officers

The 1983 officers for the Owatonna Community Band included: advisor Gordie 
Vavra, president Tom Brown, advisor Janette Stromley, president-elect Julie 
Bauer, treasurer Berlyn Staska and director John Holland. This photo is included 
in the musical exhibit currently on display at the Steele County History Center in 
Owatonna.

Super Cheap Smartphone Plans 
for Scrimping Seniors

SPONSORED BY

STEVE’S
SMOKEY ACRES

Ellendale

507-684-2331

New Richland • Hartland • Ellendale • Geneva

PANTHER OF THE WEEK
is week’s Panther of the Week is 

Carlo Garcia. Carlo is the son of Jose 
and Stephanie Garcia, and he resides 
in New Richland. He is in Mrs. 
Buendorf ’s �rst grade class. 

Carlo is a great helper in our 
classroom and around the school. 
His smile makes your day, he cares 
about others, and is always looking 
out for his friends. Carlo tries hard in 
the classroom and is always willing to 
learn new things. He makes good 
choices and shows his Panther Pride 
throughout the building. 

Carlo enjoys playing video games, riding his bike, spending 
time with his family, and playing games with his mom. Carlo's 
favorite food is spaghetti, and he likes turtles.  

Carlo Garcia

Leo Augusta officials provide first look at facility
◄ LEO from A1

that retains their ten-
ure, pay, and benefits.

Commissioner Jim 
Abbe said while Steele 
County is fortunate 
to have good people 
in both positions, he 
has heard about other 
counties running into 
trouble when an elected 
official stopped showing 
up for work.

“We’re just trying to 
save our county and our 
taxpayers from going 
through that,” he said.

While no one 
appeared to testify 
during a Tuesday public 
hearing, Abbe acknowl-
edged talking to some 
constituents who felt 
that appointing the 
auditor and treasurer 
took away their right to 
choose at the polls.

“But after some 
discussion, they under-
stood,” he said. “The 
public doesn’t realize 
that our electeds don’t 
have to punch a time 
clock. These are highly 
technical jobs.”

In addition to 
handling property 
taxes and elections, the 
county auditor issues 
auctioneer, liquor, tat-
too, transient merchant, 
and peddler licenses, 
records minutes at 
Board of Commissioner 
meetings, and manages 
internal accounts.

The treasurer serves 
as the county’s finance 
director, managing 
millions of dollars on 
a day-to-day basis and 
investments. The office 
collects tax payments on 
19,000 parcels and 4,800 
mobile home properties.

Commissioners said 
Tuesday–and Ihrke 
agrees–that the county 
should have profession-
als in those positions.

“You don’t necessarily 
go to school to learn some 
of the things we do,” she 
said, “but having some 
educational background, 
especially in finance, 
would be helpful.”

Golberg said that 
across Minnesota, about 
half of counties have 
appointed auditors and 
treasurers. However, he 
said, more appear to be 
exploring the option.

Commissioners ap-
proved both contracts on 
Tuesday. The appoint-
ments will become ef-
fective on April 9. In the 
event officials change 
their minds, they can 
reconsider their options 
in three years.

County takes auditor, treasurer positions off the ballot
◄ COUNTY from A1
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PLEASE REPLY TO RESERVE A SPOT FOR MEETING

CAPE COD
& THE ISLANDS

OPENING 
OPENING 

SOONSOON 2022 HOURS
MON-FRI 9-7 | SAT 9-4 | SUN 10-4

Featuring local family-grown Featuring local family-grown 
plants and produce!plants and produce!

GARDENING TIP OF THE WEEK

83204 300th St • Ellendale
hilltopgreenhouse.com • 507-889-3271

COURTESY: Julie Wanous • Steele County Master Gardener

  TIME TO THINK SPRING • MARCH GARDENING TIPS
•  Order seeds or buy seed packets off the racks early for best 

selection.
•  Save your seed catalogs, they can be very helpful with 

growing instructions. 
•  Carefully check houseplants, with new spring growth, in-

sects and plant insects multiply rapidly. Treat only if neces-
sary, at the recommended rates.

•  Starting a new vegetable garden or perennial bed? Draw up 
a design and remember to start small!

•  Clean up outdoor pots now, if you didn’t get a chance to 
wash them up last fall.

•  Time to start seedlings indoors, read the information on 
each seed packet to determine exactly when to start them.

•  Pot up tender perennials starting mid-March through ear-
ly April. For example, cannas, dahlias, tuberous begonias 
and caladiums.

Saturday, March 26th
11:00 am - Social Noon Dinner

$15 per person
Call 583-7884 for reservations by March 18th

BP Education Foundation plans 19th auction on April 2
BY HOWARD LESTRUD

CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Most everyone enjoys 
a summer barbecue 
with baby back ribs, 
baked beans and a spe-
cial dessert.

Be part of a group of 
10 to enjoy the barbecue 
talents of Greg Johnson 
and Dave Wradislavsky. 
A meal for 10 featuring 
delicious, smoked ribs 
created by these two 
award-winning bar-
becue guys will be one 
of the many Blooming 
Prairie Education Foun-
dation auction items.

Get your taste buds 
ready for the ribs and 
for many other tasty 
food items that will be 
up for auction on Satur-
day, April 2 at the 19th 
annual BP Ed Auction.

The auction, which 
has raised over $1 mil-
lion for the benefit of ed-
ucation in the Blooming 
School District, will be 
held at the Cue Compa-
ny. A silent auction goes 
from 2-4 p.m. and the 
live auction follows at 
5 p.m.

“Blooming Prairie 
is amazing,” says Sue 
Zwiener, one of the 
founders of the auction 
in 2004. “Everybody 
loves their kids,” she 
adds.

Zwiener says her in-
volvement with the Ed 
Foundation is easily ex-
plained by the fact she 
has many grandchil-
dren in the Blooming 
Prairie school system. 
“The kids are our fu-
ture,” she emphasizes.

Auction committee 
members have been 
meeting for weeks 
on Monday nights to 
coordinate the auction 
day’s activities. Karen 
Fouarge is chairman of 
the auction committee.

Proceeds from the 
silent and live auc-
tions are turned into 
benefits for students of 
the Blooming Prairie 
School District.

Maybe you have tast-
ed Pat and Julie Noble’s 

pickled eggs, or you 
have drooled over Sue 
Helgeson’s raspberry 
cake. Those items plus 
many, many more will 
be in the auction lineup.

Judy Bishop is donat-
ing a dilly bean basket 
and Judy Lestrud 
donates her famous 

chocolate chip cookies 
presented in a colorful 
cookie jar. Her cookies 
have drawn bids of over 
$100 in past auctions.

Andrea Kvalsten is 
donating an authentic 
Mexican dinner for six.

Becky Noble and Judy 
Bishop are donating four 
dozen krum kake and 
two dozen lefse.

Doug and Tamzen 
Johnson are donating 
a wine, beer and pizza 
Party for two couples.

Let’s take a look at 
some of the other items 
to be auctioned on the 
special date of April 2:

• Week’s stay at 
Kosters’ condo in Fort 
Myers Beach, Fla.

• 2 dental baskets 
donated by Dr. Deborah 
Lien, including two cer-
tificates toward ortho 
treatment. Value is over 
$1,000.

• Seven-night stay at 
Breezy Point Resort in 

Brainerd, donated by 
Neal Narveson, a 1984 
graduate of Blooming 
Prairie High School.

• Two Minnesota 
Vikings tickets for a 
regular season game, 
donated by Mary and 
Pete Kittelson.

• Two ticket to Chris 

Stapleton concert at the 
Xcel Energy Center in 
St. Paul. Elle King and 
Morgan Wade are also 
on the venue. The tick-
ets are donated by Paul 
and Haley Tollefson, BP 
graduates.

• Three BP water 
tower canvasses (2 12 x 
18 and 1 at l6 x 24), photo 
by Sarah (Behnken) Bi-
anucci; design by Julie 
Noble and prints done 
by KIK Graphics.

• Stained glass flower 
hanging, donated by 
Midwest Stained Glass.

• H. Peterson paint-
ing, outdoor scene. He 
donates a painting ev-
ery year of the auction.

• Every elementary 
grade will have a basket 
that the class members 
put together. Sandy 
Jones helps with the art 
work. Baskets may con-
tain a variety of books 
including recipe books.

• Axe throwing expe-

rience for six persons
• Geneva Meats 

always donates some 
tasty meat items.

• Four tickets to an 
ARCA race at the Iowa 
Speedway in Newton, 
Iowa.

• Nick Schiefer of the 
Blooming Prairie Dairy 

Queen is donating a 
Blizzard of the Month for 
a year, and he will also 
have a DQ basket, in-
cluding 3 8-inch cakes; 10 
blizzards; 15 small cones 
and 10 meal coupons.

• Two quilts donat-
ed by Red Oak Grove 
Lutheran Church.

• Many antique items 
donated by Doug and 
Judy Myers.

• Kids Murder 
Mystery Party for 6-8 
kids with the BP Police 
Dept., includes snacks 
and drinks.

Auction items are al-
ways welcome and can 
be dropped off at Prairie 
Eagle Insurance.

In the early years of 
the Foundation since 
its beginning in 1999, 
various fundraisers 
were staged. One in-
volved a house donated 
by Chuck Halstenson. 
The house was owned 
by his parents. Steve 

and Lisa Vaith sold the 
house, which brought in 
$90,000 to the Founda-
tion treasury.

After participating 
in a St. Mary’s Catholic 
School auction and vis-
iting auctions in Adams 
and Dover-Eyota, Sue 
Zwiener said she and 
other Foundation board 
members thought, 
“Let’s try an auction 
here,” she said. It then 
began in 2004.

In the first years of 
the auction fundraisers, 
lots of data entry was 
required. It was super-
vised by John Bruns, 

BP teacher and coach. 
He later developed a 
special auction comput-
er program on Excel.

Zwiener said she was 
hopeful that the first 
auction would bring 
in $10,000-$12,000. It 
brought in $30,000.

The profits increased 
as the years advanced. 
Other communities in-
cluding Ellendale, Tri-
ton, Faribault BA and 
Waseca have watched 
Blooming Prairie’s Ed 
Foundation success.

Funds have multi-
plied with one auction 
bringing in over $80,000.

STAFF PHOTO BY HOWARD LESTRUD
Sue Zwiener and John Bruns have retired from the Blooming Prairie Education 
Foundation Board but they are still actively involved with the annual fundraising 
auction. They are shown with a couple of items donated for an auction in the past. 
The gun cabinet was donated by Butch Anderson and the art print was given by an 
anonymous donor.
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Hometown Business

7596 NW 40th St. Owatonna • www.ColesElectric.com

&

classic 
parts

misgen auto parts

80658 120th St.  |  Glenville, MN 56036
 507-448-7111 (by appointment)

12880 SW 72nd Ave., 
Ellendale, MN 58026 

800-358-4902
507-684-210

0www.misgen.com

Full-service & self -service 
automotive recycler

Late model cars & trucks

misgen
auto parts

Troy
Rod

Cindy

Honest-1 Auto Care

1125 S Oak Ave
Owatonna, MN 55060-3701

507-451-5990
www.Honest1Owatonna.com

Mon-Fri 7AM–6PM

High Bar Brands 
adds new manager

Tim Burdett is 
certainly familiar 
with High Bar Brands’ 
Northern Territory.

The native Montanan 
now lives in Colorado. 
His familiarity with a 
region that also in-
cludes Wyoming, North 
Dakota, and South 
Dakota was one of the 
things that drew him 
to his new position of 
northern territory man-
ager for the Owaton-
na-based company.

“I am truly excited 
to be back on a team 
traveling familiar 
territory and revisiting 
some old relation-
ships,” Burdett said.

“With Tim’s vast 
experience as a district 
manager, sales manag-
er, and other various 
roles in sales, I am very 
confident that he will 
bring to us a balanced 
and professional ap-
proach to the northern 
territory,” HBB Direc-
tor of Sales Derek Quys 
said.

While Burdett feels 
his experience is a pos-
itive, he says it’s not the 
only positive he brings 

to High Bar Brands.
“I have over 25 years 

of experience in sales, 
but I think I can bring 
a new perspective as 
well,” Burdett said.

“Our client partners 
will enjoy his personal-
ity, lead by his integrity 
and organizational 
skills,” Quys said.

In addition to his 
new role at High Bar 
Brands, Burdett is also 
a new grandfather to 
Henry. He also spends a 
lot of time outdoors, en-
joying whatever nature 
throws at him.

“I love the mountains 
and taking pictures 
of whatever presents 
itself,” Burdett said.

Burdett can be 
contacted at tburdett@
highbarbrands.com.

‘He treated it like his own’
Farr retires after 37 years at Metal Services

BY KAY FATE
STAFF WRITER

After working 
80-plus hours 
every week 

for 36 years, Harvey 
Farr is working hard at 
… not working hard.

He retired last month 
after 37 years at Metal 
Services of Blooming 
Prairie, a metal fab-
ricating, welding and 
laser cutting compa-
ny owned by Dennis 
Heimerman.

Farr has also owned 
J&H Liquors for 36 
years; he and his wife, 
Nancy, have put the 
business up for sale.

“No, we’re not going 
away,” he said, “be-
cause I just became a 
great-grandpa, and (the 
baby lives) in Hope. We 
may go away for a while 
in the winter, but we’re 
never moving.”

Last week, he and 
Heimerman reminisced 
about their time togeth-
er at the business that 
was just a year old when 
Farr was hired.

Sitting at a table in-
side J&H, the two have 
an easy give-and-take, 
forged through nearly 
four decades of hard 
work and friendship.

“I’m still struggling 
to not wake up at 4:30 in 
the morning,” Farr said 
of his adjustment to just 
one full-time job.

“You still wake 
up that early?” 
Heimerman asked.

Farr, who spent the 
last 17 years at Metal 
Services as the shop 
foreman in addition 
to his welding duties, 
always arrived at 5 a.m.

“I listened to the 
news, had everything 
ready by 7 when the 
guys arrived,” he said. 

“Now I get up, ramble 
around the house, 
watch a little TV, then 
go back to bed and 
sometimes I sleep until 
7:00.”

“I told him he’d 
learn, eventually,” 
Heimerman laughed.

The two men grad-
uated from Blooming 
Prairie High School two 
years apart, but knew 
each other from their 
participation in FFA.

After graduation, 
Heimerman worked 
in metal fabricating 
for about six years, but 
knew early on he want-
ed his own business.

Meanwhile, Farr 
said, “I wasn’t really 
doing a whole lot.”

He worked on that 
farm, then at Oriole – 
now Tandem Products, 
then for a national tree 
company, which had 
him on the road and 
away from his little boy. 
He didn’t like it.

A year after 
Heimerman opened 
Metal Services, he hired 
Farr as a welder, doing 
mostly ag and commer-
cial repairs.

He’d picked up weld-
ing from the farmer he 
worked for during and 
after high school, but an 
uncle had planted the 
seed years earlier.

“I’d stand there with 
a helmet, watching 
them do that, when I 
was just a little kid,” 
Farr said. “I thought it 
was pretty interesting, 
watching that bright 
light.”

“He’s obviously very 
skilled,” Heimerman 
said. “He took welding 
to a whole new level, 
doing anhydrous am-
monia welding.”

Farr has taken his 
welding skills to jobs 

throughout the Mid-
west, in Washington 
and New Hampshire. 
He and Heimerman 
worked together on the 
road, piping fertilizer 
plants, connecting 
tanks to pumps on co-
ops.

“We found out we 
work well together,” 
Heimerman said. 
“Some people, you can 
be upset at each other, 
then you can let it go, 
and Harvey and I could 
always do that. Some-
times I had to pull the 
boss routine, but a lot of 
times, he was right. We 
always got along well. 
As far as employees 
go, he was loyal and 
dedicated.”

Now starting its 39th 
year, Metal Services 
has 42 employees. When 
Farr started?

“One, two,” he said, 
pointing to Heimerman, 
then to himself.

Farr had been there 
about a year when 
another opportunity 
presented itself: Friends 
were selling their liquor 
store, “and they made 
it pretty appealing,” he 
said.

Heimerman had his 
doubts.

“He came in and said 
he and John were going 
to buy this, and I said, 
‘that’s really good,’ but 
I thought to myself, 
‘oh, wow. This is never 
going to work.’

“But honest to God, 
those guys worked 
every other night, they 
both worked Friday and 
Saturday nights and I 
honestly couldn’t tell 
you when he walked in 
the shop in the morn-
ing whether he worked 
all night or whether 
he slept all night,” 
Heimerman said. 
“Never could. He came 
in charging every day; I 
don’t care if it was 3 a.m. 
when he went to bed.”

How did that happen?
“Just … a farm kid,” 

Farr said. “I was raised 
on a farm. You started 
at 5 in the morning, no 
matter what.”

“I think Harvey got a 
lot of satisfaction out of 
having his own place,” 
Heimerman said. “He 
proved that he could 
take something on and 
succeed at it.”

Three years later, 
Farr married Nancy, 
who worked in Owaton-
na at the time. When 
their full-time bar man-
ager moved on, Nancy 
stepped in – and has 
been there since.

“I always tell 
people I’m Harvey’s 
other boss,” Heimerman 
laughed.

Farr’s retirement 
from his day job is 
allowing him to “give 
Nancy some relief. She’s 
been up here for 35 
years.”

Before he left Metal 
Services, he played 
a role in hiring his 
successor, Justin Stein-
bach, of Austin.

“I was getting a little 
bit worried, because 
nobody was applying 
for the job – and I wasn’t 
going to leave Denny 
hanging,” Farr said. “If I 
had to stay, I would’ve. I 
want the shop to contin-
ue, because 37 years …”

No need for that, but 
the offer to return is 
open, Heimerman said.

“If he sells this place, 
he can work part-time 
if he wants to, but he’ll 
find plenty to do.”

That’s a bit of an 
understatement.

In addition to those 
80+ hours every week, 
Farr has organized 
the Bikers of Blooming 
(BOB) Ride for the Toys 
for Tots campaigns in 
Blooming Prairie and 
Steele County, spear-
heading drives that 
have brought in thou-

sands of dollars; served 
as president of the BP 
Lions Club; was just 
elected vice-president of 
First Lutheran Church 
Council, and keeps 
busy with his three 
children, three grand-
children and that new 
great-granddaughter.

Still, he admits, “I 
was getting tired – but I 
still enjoy doing things, 
no matter if I’m tired or 
not.”

All that hard work, 
Farr said, “teaches you 
if you work hard, you’re 
going to be successful, 
no matter what, but 
you’ve got to keep your 
nose to the grindstone.”

It’s about more 
than hard work for 
Heimerman.

“I guess it’s just 
about the dedication 
for me,” he said. “You 
couldn’t ask for any-
body more dedicated. 
My dad used to work for 

us part time, and some-
times he’d be kind of up-
set when guys weren’t 
working as much as 
they should, and I’d say, 
‘you know, Dad, this 
isn’t theirs. I’m your kid 
and it’s mine and you 
get it, but it isn’t theirs.’ 
But in Harvey’s case, he 
treated it like it was his 
own.

“In fact, many people 
– many people – thought 
he owned the repair 
shop,” Heimerman said. 
“Seriously.”

“I couldn’t have 
asked for a better boss 
than Denny and Ryan; 
they kinda kept an eye 
on the place when I 
was on the road,” Farr 
laughed.

A retirement cele-
bration is planned for 
Farr from 3 p.m. to 
close on March 26 at 
J&H Liquor, with drink 
specials and munchies. 
The public is invited.

Tim Burdett

STAFF PHOTO BY KAY FATE
Harvey Farr, left, began working for Dennis Heimerman a year after Heimerman founded Metal Services of 
Blooming Prairie. Farr retired last month after 37 years at the metal fabrication and welding business.

STAFF PHOTO BY KAY FATE
Harvey Farr is pictured here in his early days at Metal 
Services of Blooming Prairie. “People are always 
surprised that I had hair,” he laughs. Farr was hired the 
year after the business opened, and just retired last 
month after 37 years.



Wednesday, March 16, 2022  |  A7 STEELE COUNTY TIMES

A7
BUSINESS SECTION

COVID hobby becomes successful 
biz for Owatonna senior

BY JONI HUBRED
STAFF WRITER

Lots of people 
took up new 
hobbies during 

the COVID-19 pan-
demic, but Owatonna 
High School senior Ava 
Hess turned hers into a 
business.

The 17-year-old’s Ar-
tAvieCo shop on Etsy.
com features stationery 
and art prints in four 
dozen different designs. 
But it all started with 
greeting cards she 
made now and then for 
her loved ones.

“For three or four 
years, I was doing hand-
drawn cards for family 
and friends,” she said. 
“It wasn’t anything 
more than my grandma 
saying, ‘Could you do a 
sympathy card?’.”

When schools 
closed, Hess started to 
think about starting a 
business. The idea of 
working for herself has 
always appealed to her, 
largely because it offers 
flexibility. And with her 
schedule, Hess needs 
plenty of that.

In addition to classes, 
she plays flute in the 
marching band, pep 

band, symphony orches-
tra, and pit orchestra 
for the recent produc-
tion of “The Addams 
Family.” Hess is a mem-
ber of Students Helping 
Others Choose and the 
Link Crew, which helps 
freshmen adjust to high 
school life. Last fall 
wrapped up her career 
with the Huskies soccer 
team.

As if that wasn’t 
enough, Hess also 
serves as historian for 
the Student Council and 
National Honor Society. 
How does she cover it 
all?

“It’s hard to balance 
out, but I really enjoy 
all the things because 
of the friendships I’ve 
made,” she said.

Hess has only faced 
one tough time since 
opening her shop in 
October of 2020. At 
first, she sold mostly 
to family and friends. 
Then this past Valen-
tine’s Day, as romantics 
scoured the internet for 
unique expressions of 
love, they found Hess’ 
Etsy shop.

“That was the hard-
est thing I’ve experi-
enced so far, because 
there were so many 

orders that came in,” 
she said. “That was also 
when the musical was 
rehearsing, and it was 
the end of the semester.”

Far from discour-
aged, Hess said she 
will bring her business 
along when she moves 
this fall to Drake Uni-
versity in Des Moines. 
She plans to major in 
graphic design.

“I signed up for a 
single room, so I’ll have 
space for my printer,” 
she said, with a grin.

Hess’ parents, 
Jesse and Barry, have 
supported their daugh-
ter’s journey. Along 
with the start-up funds 
(which she has since 
paid back), her father 
showed her how to track 
and manage finances 
using spreadsheets, 
while her mother pro-
moted the ArtAvieCo 
shop on Facebook.

Running a business, 
Hess said, has been a 
constant learning expe-
rience. She has picked up 
a lot of information by 
watching YouTube vid-
eos and looking at what 
other creators are doing.

The toughest nut to 
crack has been market-
ing online.

“I didn’t expect, if 
you want to get bigger, 
how much work it is to 
get yourself out there on 
social media,” she said. 
“The algorithms are 
always changing… it’s 
tricky to figure it out.”

While she’s excited 
about reaching custom-
ers in other states and 
even other countries, 
Hess also plans to make 
more connections local-
ly, including this year’s 
Farmers Market. She 
also hopes to place her 
products in Owatonna 
shops and the Steele 
County History Center.

Long-term, Hess sees 
herself making a living 
as a creator of products 
that bring something 
special to people’s lives.

“I want to spread 
joy,” she said. “Getting a 
text message is different 
from getting a card in 
the mail. It shows love 
and appreciation for 
others through some-
thing physical.”

To view Ava Hess’ 
creations, visit etsy.
com/shop/artavieco.

Businesses join  
Owatonna Chamber

OSHA uncovers unsafe working conditions at Dollar General in 2 states
A series of federal 

workplace safety and 
health inspections at 
four Dollar General 
stores in Alabama and 
Georgia in the summer 
of 2021 found the nation-
wide discount retailer’s 
long history of exposing 
employees to dangerous 
working conditions 
continues.

Since 2016, the U.S. 
Department of Labor’s 
Occupational Safety 
and Health Administra-
tion has proposed more 
than $3.6 million in 
penalties in 55 inspec-
tions at Dollar General 
locations nationwide. 
OSHA inspections 

of the retail stores 
consistently reveal 
employee exposure to 
hazards associated with 
obstructed exit routes, 
unstable stacking 
and blocked working 
space around electrical 
panels. These violations 
represent hazardous 
and unsafe conditions 
and place workers at 
risk of injury.

In August 2021, 
following inspections 
at three Mobile stores 
– Stores 6556, 8083 and 
13064 – OSHA inspec-
tors identified five 
willful violations for 
failing to keep receiv-
ing areas clean and 

orderly and stacking 
materials in an unsafe 
manner – hazards 
which expose workers 
to slips, trips and being 
struck-by objects. The 
employer also exposed 
workers to fire hazards 
by failing to keep exit 
routes and workspaces 
around electrical panels 
clear. As a result of the 
three Mobile inspec-
tions, OSHA proposed 
$683,680 in penalties.

In Dalton, Ga., 
during another August 
2021 inspection, OSHA 
issued citations to Dol-
lar General Store 18688 
for two willful and 
one repeat violations. 

There, investigators 
found similar viola-
tions. OSHA proposed 
$364,629 in penalties.

“Dollar General’s 
long and extensive his-
tory of workplace safety 
violations and repeated 
failures to protect its 
workers shows willful 
recklessness,” said 
OSHA Regional Admin-
istrator Kurt Petermey-
er in Atlanta. “Their 
blatant and continued 
disregard for the safety 
of their employees must 
come to an end. The U.S. 
Department of Labor’s 
Occupational Safety and 
Health Administration 
will make every effort to 

hold them accountable 
for their failures.”

Based in Goodletts-
ville, Tenn., Dolgencorp 
LLC is a wholly owned 
subsidiary of Dollar 
General Corp. and oper-
ates about 17,000 stores 
and 17 distribution cen-
ters around the nation, 
and employs more than 
150,000 workers. There 
are two stores in Steele 
County, including 
Blooming Prairie and 
Owatonna, and three in 
Dodge County, includ-
ing Hayfield, Kasson 
and Dodge Center.

Dollar General has 
15 business days from 
receipt of its citations 

and penalties to comply, 
request an informal 
conference with OSHA’s 
area director, or contest 
the findings before the 
independent Occupa-
tional Safety and Health 
Review Commission.

Under the Occupa-
tional Safety and Health 
Act of 1970, employers 
are responsible for 
providing safe and 
healthful workplaces 
for their employees. 
OSHA’s role is to ensure 
these conditions for 
America’s workers by 
setting and enforcing 
standards, and provid-
ing training, education 
and assistance.

STAFF PHOTO BY JONI HUBRED
Owatonna senior Ava Hess sells these items in her 
Etsy.com shop. She’s still working on a design for the 
waterproof stickers. 

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
Ambassadors from the Owatonna Area Chamber of Commerce and Tourism are 
busy making stops throughout the community. Top: They visit with Guaranteed 
Rate at 124 North Cedar, to welcome them as a new member. Aubrey Meier is 
the branch manager and Mark Meier is the mortgage lender. Guaranteed Rate 
wants to get you into your dream home. They offer low rates, a fast application 
process and fast closings. Second from top: Ambassadors visit with Mary Kay 
Cosmetics Sales Director Sandy Fritz to welcome her as a new member. Fritz has 
over 40 years of service with Mary Kay Cosmetics and specializes in skin and body 
care along with color cosmetics and fragrances. Middle: Service Solutions Center 
at 134 26th St. N.W. in Owatonna, has joined the Chamber. Melissa Davis is the 
president and managing partner and Cheyenne Wood is the operations manager. 
Service Solutions Center is a locally owned and operated janitorial and building 
maintenance solutions company. Bottom: Another new member is A Taste of the 
Big Apple at 104 Broadway St. W. Marilynn McParland is the owner. A Taste of the 
Big Apple offers pizza, pasta and subs for dine-in, takeout and delivery. 
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PREPLANNING

AUTOMOBILE

Mon-Fri 7 a.m. - 6 p.m.

AUTOMOBILE

325 N Cedar Owatonna, MN 55060
service@helpingyouinsure.com • helpingyouinsure.com

Retired...or want 
to retire but health 

insurance 
is a concern?

We offer MNsure, 
Medicare plans, 

and more.

507.451.0539

Contact us for all of your 

5098 SW 18th Street, Owatonna, MN 55060

LIC. #BC679096

ROOFING

Jim's Shoe Repair
Boots, Shoes, Zippers, 

Purses and More

Jim Marquardt
628 E. Rose St
Owatonna, MN 55060

CCaallll  ffoorr  SSeerrvviiccee
507-451-2909

INSURANCE

SHOE REPAIR

ORTHODONTICS PETS

GRANITE & MONUMENTSGARBAGE SERVICE

EXCAVATING

COLLISION CONSTRUCTION

CONSTRUCTION & TREE SERVICE

Julie Rislov
PHONE: (507) 884-4581
EMAIL: JRRIZ7976'a>YAHOO.COM

Julie’sJulie’s
CLEANING

AUTOMOBILE

AUCTIONACCOUNTING

HERE'S  
MY CARD

Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC. Member FINRA 
and SIPC.

Dean P. Velzke, ChFC® 
Financial Advisor

507.451.2455
120 N Cedar Ave  
Owatonna, MN 55060 
dean.p.velzke@ampf.com

FINANCIAL

FRAMES

BEV'S FRIENDS & FAMILY TOURS PRESENTS: 

SPRINGTIME IN BRANSON 

Branson, MO APRIL 19-22 4 Days - 3 Nights 

Lodging at the beautiful Grand Oaks Hotel. 

Trip includes daily breakfast, daily evening meals 
and a good mix of free time and shows/activities. 

You will be treated to 6 attractions/shows, 
deluxe motor coach transportation, 

high quality hotel accommodations and all kinds of fun! 

Bring 10 quarters for games on the bus and 
pillow and blanket if you wish 

Price is $749 pp double, 
$925 single, and $699 triple. 

Send $200 deposit to: Bev's Friends & Family Tours 

Final Payment due by April 1st. No Refunds 

Departure Time: Owatonna Perkins - 7:00 am 

318 13th St. SW, Owatonna, MN 55060 
507-451-8695 • jblysne@charter.net.

Caallll  Beev  ffoor  mmooree  iinnffoormmaattiioonn.

parents’ right to trans-
parency in their child’s 
classroom and their 
right to privacy when 
they participate in 
school board meetings.

Both are simple, 

common sense ideas:
The first bill simply 

bans the requirement for 
a parent or citizen to dis-
close their full address 
in order to speak at a 
school board meeting. 
The second reaffirms 

a parent’s right to see 
school curriculum by 
requiring schools to dis-
close this option to par-
ents and make materials 
available without cost.

The most important 
teacher in a child’s life 

is their parent. Parents 
should be working 
in partnership with 
schools, but that’s not 
always the case when 
they try to obtain 
information about their 
child’s education. These 
bills clarify that parents 
have a right to basic 
information, and do not 

have to give out their 
private information to 
make their voices heard 
at school board meet-
ings.

If you have any ques-
tions about the issues 
we are working on at 
the legislature, feel free 
to contact me any time 
at sen.john.jasinski@

senate.mn or 651-296-
0284. It is a privilege to 
serve you!

John Jasinski 
serves District 27 in 
the Minnesota Senate. 
District 27 is made up 
of mostly Steele and 
Rice counties. He lives 
in Faribault.

Give the surplus back to taxpayers
◄ GIVE from A2
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Man sentenced to 17 years for park murder
BY KAY FATE
STAFF WRITER

The Owatonna man 
accused of killing 
another man nearly two 
years ago in a city park 
has been sentenced 
to nearly 17 years in 
prison.

Hassan Nur Hassan, 
29, pleaded guilty in 
January to one count 
each of second-degree 
murder without intent 
and second-degree as-
sault with a dangerous 
weapon. In exchange 

for the plea, additional 
felony counts of sec-
ond-degree intentional 
murder and car theft 
were dismissed.

Steele County 
District Court Judge 
Joseph Bueltel sen-
tenced him Friday to 
consecutive terms of 180 
months for the murder 
charge and 21 months 
for the assault charge, 
with credit for 606 days 
already served. With 
Minnesota’s two-thirds 
rule, Hassan could be 
eligible for parole in 

about 10 years.
He’s been in 

custody since 
his arrest two 
days after the 
July 12, 2020 
incident.

The case 
began when 
Owatonna 
police were 
called to 
Dartts Park for a report 
of a stabbing. The 
victim, Mohamed Aweis 
Mohamed, 32, had been 
stabbed once in the 
chest and was pro-

nounced dead 
at the scene.

Officers 
found a knife 
and two sets of 
brass knuckles 

at the scene.
Witnesses 

told police 
that Hassan 
and Mo-
hamed had 

argued earlier in the day 
at a different Owatonna 
park, then saw each oth-
er again at Dartts Park, 
where a fight broke out. 
One of the witnesses said 

when he walked over 
to check on Mohamed, 
Hassan stole his car and 
left the scene.

Another man said 
he saw Hassan chasing 
Mohamed with a knife, 
with brass knuckles on 
each hand.

Hassan pleaded guilty 
after learning prosecu-
tors planned to introduce 
evidence of additional 
offenses at his trial.

The motion said 
Hassan had used the 
brass knuckles/knife 
combination on another 

man the same day of the 
murder. In that incident, 
Hassan allegedly dam-
aged the man’s vehicle 
with the brass knuckles 
and chased him “in a 
threatening manner,” 
the document said.

Hassan believed that 
victim’s brother had 
reported him for driv-
ing under the influence 
of marijuana a week 
earlier.

He will serve his sen-
tence at the Minnesota 
Correctional Facility in 
St. Cloud.

Stolen vehicle found in Medford leads 
to chase, woman’s arrest

BY KAY FATE
STAFF WRITER

A pursuit that 
started in Medford and 
lasted nearly 30 min-
utes has resulted in 
felony charges against 
a Mankato woman.

Kenesha Marie 
Fagin, 31, made her 
first appearance last 
week in Steele County 
District Court, where 
she faces one count 
each of fleeing a peace 
officer in a motor vehi-
cle and theft of a motor 
vehicle.

She was condition-
ally released without 
bond and is due back in 
court for a settlement 
conference June 2.

The incident began 
about 3:15 a.m. March 
9, when a Steele Coun-
ty Sheriff’s deputy 
saw a car parked out-
side a gas station in 
Medford; the vehicle 

was running, 
but appeared 
to be empty.

The deputy 
learned the 
car was 
reported 
stolen out 
of Mankato, 
and drove 
around the 
business 
to look for a possible 
driver. As he did, the 
vehicle drove away, 
eventually exiting 
northbound onto In-
terstate 35 – with the 
deputy following.

The driver, later 
identified as Fagin, 
exited the freeway 
at Faribault, drove 
north through town, 
and got back onto 
I-35 northbound. A 
few miles later, the 
car ran over stop 
sticks that had been 
deployed by a Rice 
County deputy.

About 10 
miles later, 
with deputies 
still following, 
the vehicle 
exited the in-

terstate, but 
immediately 
returned to 
the north-
bound lanes. 
An Elko 

New Market police 
officer deployed stop 
sticks five miles down 
the road, successfully 
flattening the passen-
ger side tires.

The car – which had 
reached speeds of 80 to 
90 mph during the pur-
suit – slowed to about 
40 mph and the driver 
appeared to struggle to 
maintain control. The 
driver exited the inter-
state again and tried 
to turn east; as she did, 
the Steele County dep-
uty purposely struck 
the passenger side of 

the car, making it spin 
out and stop.

Another Elko New 
Market officer stopped 
bumper-to-bumper 
with the vehicle to keep 
it from leaving.

According to the 
criminal complaint, 
the deputy found a 
clear plastic pipe on 
the passenger floor-
board and tin foil scat-
tered throughout the 
car; Fagin admitted 
she smokes Fentanyl, 
using the pipe and foil.

A bolt cutter and 
crowbar were also 
found in the passenger 
area.

Fagin reportedly 
said she didn’t stop 
because she was afraid 
of getting in trouble.

A review of her 
criminal history re-
flects multiple charges 
of assault, including a 
2016 conviction for felo-
ny domestic assault.

BP man accused of 
financial exploitation

BY KAY FATE
STAFF WRITER

A Blooming Prairie 
man accused of writing 
more than $24,000 worth 
of unauthorized checks 
has made his first 
appearance in Steele 
County District Court.

Abraham Lawrence 
Lysne, 48, has been 
charged with one count 
of financial exploitation 
of a vulnerable adult, a 
felony.

He was conditionally 
released without bail, 
and is due back in court 
June 2 for a settlement 
conference.

The investigation 
began in July, when the 
victim’s daughter told an 
adult protection case-
worker that two checks, 
each for $12,222.22, were 
written to two members 
of Lysne’s family, the 
criminal complaint says.

Lysne had been 
named power of attorney 
in 2018 for the alleged 
victim’s banking trans-
actions because of the 
man’s cognitive memory 
loss.

Court documents say 

the victim told the case-
worker he hadn’t seen 
Lysne’s family members 
in “a long time,” didn’t 
remember writing the 
two checks and said the 
handwriting wasn’t his.

Lysne told the case-
worker he had been 
the victim’s primary 
caregiver since Jan-
uary 2021, and saw 
blank checks signed by 
the man on his desk. 
He allegedly admitted 
to writing the checks 
out to members of his 
family who “have never 
received anything (from 
the victim) their whole 
life prior to this.”

The checks were 
dated June 1 and cashed 
July 13.

According to the 
complaint, the victim’s 
daughter told an inves-
tigator that Lysne had 
been taking cash out of 
the man’s account; when 
she checked the account, 
she discovered the check 
transactions.

If convicted, the 
charge carries a maxi-
mum penalty of 10 years 
in prison, a $20,000 fine, 
or both.

Man accused of 
assault at clinic 

appointment
BY KAY FATE
STAFF WRITER

An Owatonna man is 
facing criminal charges 
after allegedly sexually 
assaulting a woman 
during a medical ap-
pointment.

Glen David 
Johnston, 64, 
made his first 
appearance 
Friday in Steele 
County District 
Court, where 
he’s been 
charged with 
fifth-degree 
criminal sex-
ual conduct, 
a gross misdemeanor.

He was conditionally 
released without bond, 
and is due back in court 
March 25.

The investigation be-
gan March 10, when po-
lice responded to Mayo 
Clinic Health System in 
Owatonna to meet with 
an employee.

The woman said she 
had helped Johnston 
put his shoes and socks 
on after an exam, then 
walked across the room 
to get his cane.

When she turned 
around with the cane, 
Johnston was right in 

front of her; according to 
the criminal complaint, 
he grabbed her breast 
over her clothing and 
squeezed.

The woman said she 
told Johnston to stop, 
pushed his arm away 
with her hands and 

told police she 
felt threat-
ened. He then 
allegedly tried 
to hug the 
woman, who 

said she “felt 
like he was 
trying to 
push me into 
the wall.”

The 
victim, who had never 
worked with Johnston 
before, described it as “a 
sexual touch. It was not 
an accident,” the report 
says.

When police spoke 
to Johnston, he said, “I 
am a hugger. I went to 
go hug her and my hand 
ended up on her um, I 
moved it right away … 
I told her two or three 
times that I didn’t mean 
to do that … I wasn’t 
going to pull her in or 
anything like that. I 
don’t do that unless 
they want to,” the com-
plaint says.

Theft: Police arrested a subject for stealing a vehicle at Cedar Ave. S. and Oakdale Lane SW 
at 10:21 p.m. on March 4. 
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COURT NEWS
Steele County

The following cases were 
heard in Steele County 
District Court the week of 
Feb. 28 with Judge Joseph 
A. Bueltel presiding:
Jorge L. Acosta Valdes, 56, 
Albert Lea, previously ap-
peared and was convict-
ed of felony check forg-
ery. He was sentenced to 
$785, 44 days in county 
jail, no possession of 
firearms, no alcohol or 
controlled substance 
use, do not enter liquor 
establishments, chemical 
dependency evaluation, 
no contact with victim, 
psychological evaluation, 
cognitive skill training, 
obtain permission to leave 
the state and 3 years of 
supervised probation.
Robert C. Atkinson, 49, 
Albert Lea, previously 
appeared and was con-
victed of felony assault 
of peace officer and 
misdemeanor damage to 
property. Atkinson was 
sentenced to $2,649.15, 
130 days in county jail, 
no alcohol or controlled 
substance use, do not en-
ter liquor establishments, 
psychological evaluation, 
cognitive skill training, 
obtain permission to leave 
the state, no possession 
of firearms and 3 years of 
supervised probation.
Tierrah V. Wells, 35, Wase-
ca, previously appeared 
and was convicted of 
felony assault. Wells was 
sentenced to $175, 88 
days in county jail, obtain 
and maintain employment, 
no alcohol or controlled 
substance use, do not en-
ter liquor establishments, 
no possession of firearms, 
cognitive skill training, 
obtain permission to leave 
the state and 4 years of 
supervised probation.
The following misdemean-
ors and petty misde-
meanors were heard in 
Steele County District 
Court the week of Feb. 28 
– March 6:

BLOOMING PRAIRIE 
POLICE DEPARTMENT
Kaedan B. Ankeny, 20, 
Austin, possession of mar-
ijuana and expired tabs, 
$255; Dustin D. Caudill, 
40, Blooming Prairie, DWI, 
$375, chemical depen-
dency evaluation, attend 
MADD impact panel, do not 
enter liquor establishments 
and 1 year of supervised 
probation; Destiny E. Davis, 
19, Austin, possession of 
paraphernalia, $125; Krys-
tin N. Dyche, 33, Blooming 
Prairie, DWI, $325, chem-
ical dependency evalua-
tion, attend MADD impact 
panel and 1 year of super-
vised probation; Ochonge 
N. Gilo, 19, Austin, revoked 
license, $275; Craig D. 
Halicki, 27, Austin, careless 
driving, $375, attend MADD 
impact panel, chemical de-
pendency evaluation and 
1 year of unsupervised 
probation; Jose L. Lopez 
Rosales, 35, Austin, invalid 
license, $175; Jose L. Olivia, 
24, Shakopee, speeding, 
lane violation and invalid 
license, $265.

MN STATE PATROL 
ROCHESTER

Casey A. Abrahamson, 
30, Inver Grove Heights, 
speeding, $115; Kristy 
L. Bady, 46, Amery, WI, 
speeding, $115; Martha 
N. Caballero, 44, Waseca, 
seat belt and no insurance, 
$300; Cassandra A. Carter, 
37, Millville, speeding, 
$115; Joseph L. Clark, 35, 
Rice Lake, WI, hands free 
violation, $125; Bryan I. 
Coss-Osnaya, 19, Des 
Moines, IA, speeding, $215; 
William A. Fritz, 37, Wase-
ca, speeding, $135; Jacob 
F. Howe, 25, Owatonna, 
speeding, $115; Michael 
F. Hubbard, 55, Duluth, 
speeding, $215; Abbey 
M. Hutzell, 34, Ankeny, IA, 
speeding, $135; Nugzar 
Meskhi, 66, Brooklyn, NY, 
no license and parking 
violation, $200; Cory G. 
Oestreich, 42, Medford, 
speeding, $125; Alex C. 

Pentico, 29, Waseeca, 
speeding, $115; Michael R. 
Priebe, 24, St. Louis Park, 
hands free violation, $125; 
Trevor S. St. Martin, 43, 
Faribault, revoked license, 
$275; Marcos A. Trevino, 
29, Waseca, speeding, 
$135; Tai J. Ward, 43, Fair-
field, IA, speeding, $135; 
Kaylee M. Williams, 25, 
Lakeville, speeding, $115.

OWATONNA POLICE 
DEPARTMENT

Lauren E. barber, 32, 
Owatonna, DWI, $375, 
chemical dependency 
evaluation, do not enter 
liquor establishments, 
Ignition Interlock program 
and 2 years of super-
vised probation; Melina A. 
Cavazos, 24, Owatonna, 
expired tabs, $105; Eliseo 
Cortes, 44, Owatonna, 
invalid license, $175; 
Nyijon T. Joak, 28, Des 
Moines, IA, invalid license, 
$175; Chase S. Johnson, 
33, Kasson, no insurance 
and suspended license, 
$475; Steven R. Luebben, 
23, Owatonna, seat belt, 
$100; James D. McKeig, 
63, Cottage Grove, failure 
to obey traffic control 
device, $125; Macken-
zie E. Meier, 28, Wase-
ca, suspended license, 
$275; Kenneth J. Miller, 
51, Faribault, speeding, 
$115; Tishyra E. Powell, 
28, Owatonna, revoked 
license, $275; Jose L. 
Reyes Jr., 26, Owatonna, 
speeding, $125; Laverne 
I. Roberts, 39, Owatonna, 
revoked license, $275; 
Dane M. Schroeder, 31, 
Owatonna, DWI, $375 
and 1 year of unsuper-
vised probation; Ricardo 
B. Torre, 25, Owatonna, 
no insurance and stop 
sign, $325; Jada F. Trom 
Padilla, 20, Blooming Prai-
rie, suspended license, 
$275; Jayme J. Walsh, 42, 
Mason City, IA, posses-
sion of paraphernalia and 
marijuana, $175; Josh D. 
Watkins, 35, Owatonna, 
revoked license and no 
insurance, $475.

STEELE COUNTY 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Scott M. Armendariz, 40, 
Eagle Lake, speeding, $115; 
Toriquiesha J. Bolden, 33, 
Waukee, IA, no insur-
ance and invalid license, 
$375; Andrea L. Briggs, 17, 
Ellendale, speeding, $135; 
Mac E. Ferris, 21, Mankato, 
speeding, $135; Jesse M. 
Greenslade, 20, Kenyon, 
speeding and revoked 
license, $415; Kendra M. 
Hausen, 39, Owatonna, 
speeding, $115; Jeffrey L. 
Jones, 34, Owatonna, DWI, 
$450, 1 day in county jail, 
no alcohol or controlled 
substance use, do not en-
ter liquor establishments, 
attend MADD impact panel 
and 1 year of supervised 
probation; Gisela D. Men-
doza Lopez, 21, Medford, 
careless driving, $175; Jef-
frey C. Michel, 36, Blooming 
Prairie, speeding, $135; 
Bryson D. Mitchell, 20, 
Batavia, IL, speeding, $135; 
Cameron L. Moore, 21, 
Owatonna, speeding, $135; 
Gerardo J. Morales Sando-
val, 24, Austin, speeding, 
$275; Kiera T. Nolan, 16, 
Rochester, speeding, $215; 
Sarah K. Rewey, 30, Wase-
ca, speeding, $115; Bran-
don L. Swee, 25, Owatonna, 
speeding, $115; Patricia 
M. Trevino, 25, Waseca, 
speeding and expired tabs, 
$165; Paul J. Ulrich, 34, 
Owatonna, speeding, $115; 
Lizbeth Vazquez, 18, Med-
ford, invalid license, $175; 
Aaron S. Wiederhoeft, 31, 
New Richland, speeding, 
$115; Zenebe G. Woldu, 
43, Calgary, AB, improper 
change of course, $125; 
Austin C. Yearling, 21, Owa-
tonna, speeding, $135.

POLICE BLOTTER
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Crash: At 11:23 a.m., a 
motor vehicle accident re-
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No shortage of candidates 
for U.S. District 1 race

BY KAY FATE
STAFF WRITER

With just 24 hours 
before filing closed, 
there were 17 candidates 
vying for the late Jim 
Hagedorn’s seat in the 
U.S. House of Represen-
tatives.

Hagedorn died of 
kidney cancer Feb. 17, 
forcing a series of elec-
tions to find his succes-
sor for the remainder of 
his term, which expires 
in January, and to select 
a new Congressman for 
2022-24.

Hagedorn’s wid-
ow, former state GOP 
Chairwoman Jennifer 
Carnahan, filed Monday 
morning.

She battled scandal 
while in office, resigning 
in August after a close 
friend and GOP donor 
was charged in federal 
court with sex traffick-
ing. That same month, 
Carnahan was recorded 
saying, “Jim’s gonna be 
dead in two years. So 
be it.” She later called 
the words “absolutely re-
grettable” and said they 
were made “in grief” 
after drinking,

There were also 
allegations of her role in 
a toxic workplace, which 
Carnahan has denied.

Less than two weeks 
ago, there were just five 

candidates; the flood-
gates opened last week, 
with notable names 
like former Hormel 
CEO Jeff Ettinger and 
state Rep. Nels Pierson 
(R-26B), of Rochester, 
joining the race.

Also filing were Brad 
Finstad, a former Re-
publican state represen-
tative from New Ulm; 
Republican Matt Benda, 
an attorney from Albert 
Lea; and Sarah Brake-
bill-Hacke, a political 
consultant who went 
from homelessness in 
Rochester to graduating 
from Yale University.

Brakebill-Hacke, 
running as a Democrat, 
lives in Preston.

State Rep. Jeremy 
Munson (R-23B), of Lake 
Crystal, threw his hat 
in early; he’s already 
announced he won’t run 
for re-election at the 
state level.

According to the Min-
nesota Secretary of State 
website, Republicans Bob 
“Again” Carney Jr. and 
Ken Navitsky have also 
filed for the seat.

Readjusted boundary 
lines for the district 
brought both Wabasha 
and Goodhue counties 
into the district, which 
in turn has brought Red 
Wing resident and busi-
nessman Richard DeVoe 
into play.

He joins Richard 
Painter, a law profes-
sor at the University of 
Minnesota who has said 
he will move to Farib-
ault, on the Democratic 
ticket. Ettinger is also 
running as a Democrat.

Other Republicans in 
the mix are Roger Un-
gemach, Kevin Kocina 
and J.R. Ewing – from 
Glenville, not Dallas.

Other Democrats 
include George Kal-
berer and Warren Lee 
Anderson.

Richard Reisdorf has 
filed as a member of the 
Legal Marijuana Now 
party.

The filing period 
for the special election 
ended Tuesday; this 
edition of the Steele 
County Times went to 
press Monday night. 
The primary for the 
special election is May 
24; the special election – 
with the winner filling 
Hagedorn’s seat until 
January – is Aug. 9.

The filing period for 
the general election is 
May 17-31. The primary 
for the general election 
will also be Aug. 9, and 
will set the ballot for the 
Nov. 8 general election.

The winner of that 
election will serve a full 
two-year term in the 
U.S. House of Represen-
tatives.

already deceased, he 
added.

Thiele said Del-
hanty was the lone 
occupant in the 
vehicle, which was 
traveling northbound 
on Lemond Road.

Mayo Ambulance 
and Owatonna Fire 
assisted the Sheriff’s 
Office at the scene of 
the crash. Thiele said 
the State Patrol also 

helped by performing 
a reconstruction of the 
crash.

No further details 
would be released 
about the crash as it 
remains under inves-
tigation, Thiele said, 
adding an autopsy 
was being performed 
on Delhanty to help 
determine what hap-
pened.

Saturday’s crash 
was in the same area 

as a fatal head-on 
between two dump 
trucks in July 2020. 
However, Thiele 
cautions people to not 
draw any conclusions 
about the safety of the 
roadway as a medical 
condition with one of 
the drivers was found 
to be the major factor 
in the 2020 crash.

This is the first fa-
tality in Steele County 
in 2022.

Steele Corrections  
flips the script on 

probation practices
BY JONI HUBRED

STAFF WRITER

Based on the most 
recent reports avail-
able, Steele County 
Community Correc-
tions department sees 
few “repeat offend-
ers.”

But the goal for a 
new four-year com-
prehensive plan is to 
drive recidivism rates 
even lower, using the 
latest evidence-based 
practices. Director 
Tim Schammel told 
commissioners March 
8 that the department 
has moved away 
from a model that 
had probation agents 
trying to catch people 
breaking the rules.

“Our mission the 
last five years has 
been making sure our 
clients are employed, 
they’re paying taxes 
and contributing to the 
community,” he said.

When a viola-
tion does happen, a 
Screening Team now 
reviews cases guided 
by principles that 
include a reduced 
reliance on jail time, 
while still holding the 
client accountable. 
According to the re-
port, research shows 
jail time for a proba-
tion violation, on its 
own, isn’t effective 
and slightly increas-
es the likelihood of 
repeat crimes.

Statistically speak-
ing, Steele County is 
launching its four-
year plan with a solid 
baseline.

Minnesota Bureau 
of Criminal Appre-
hension (BCA) sta-
tistics for 2016 show 
a whopping 98.5% of 
felony offenders on 
probation and 90.3% 

on supervised release 
stayed out of trouble 
one year after com-
pleting their pro-
grams.

The three-year 
success rate drops a 
little, with 94.1% and 
79% steering clear of 
additional crimes.

BCA statistics also 
show that while the 
county’s population 
has held steady, seri-
ous crimes dropped 
from over 5,000 in 
2012 to around 3,700 
over each of the past 
three years.

Assistant director 
Steve Rick said the 
county also ranks 
well among its neigh-
bors in crime rates 
and the percentage of 
crimes cleared by law 
enforcement.

“We’re just a spoke 
in the wheel,” he said, 
“but I think it shows 
some promising data 
for the county as a 
whole.”

In 2020, Steele 
County Community 
Corrections handled 
733 clients, serving 
more than twice as 
many men as women. 
More than half had 
committed felony or 
misdemeanor level 
crimes; 29 were juve-
niles.

There were 94 
drug-related arrests, 
with nearly half of 
the crimes involving 
marijuana.

Schammel said 
new practices include 
separating clients 
based on their risk of 
reoffending. Those 
at higher risk see 
agents at least once a 
week and appear to do 
better with more face-
to-face contact.

Those clients 
struggled with remote 

check-ins during the 
COVID-19 pandemic 
shutdowns, he said. 
The department 
resumed high risk 
in-person visits as 
soon as possible, 
while some at lower 
risk–for instance, 
college students–have 
continued with re-
mote check-ins.

Under the new 
structure, Rick said, 
“We want to make 
sure that the contact 
we’re having with 
clients is quality 
contact.”

The report also 
documented the 
department’s $1.8 
million budget. Along 
with $1.1 million 
in local property 
taxes, the department 
receives $621,000 in 
state subsidy and 
grant dollars. Nearly 
92% of the budget is 
spent on personnel 
expenses.

Schammel said 
Minnesota ranks 
near the top when it 
comes to using proba-
tion as an alternative 
to incarceration, and 
near the bottom when 
it comes to state fund-
ing for corrections. 
He also pointed out 
that his department’s 
2022 budget increased 
just 1.3% over last 
year.

“You guys have 
done a great job of 
creating a program 
that works and saving 
the taxpayers some 
dollars,” commission-
er John Glynn said. 
“That’s appreciated.”

The Community 
Corrections Depart-
ment must submit 
a Comprehensive 
Plan every two years 
to qualify for state 
funds.

Vandal’s Lucky in BP 

314 E. Main St.  |  Blooming Prairie
507-583-7528

685 W. Bridge St., Suite 6  |  Owatonna
507-451-9136

133 N. Broadway  |  New Richland
507-465-8100

johndoercpa.com

STAFF PHOTO BY KAY FATE
Amelia Johnson, 8, takes the St. Patrick’s Day treat offered by her mom, 
Chrissy Olson, night manager at Vandal’s Family Market. Olson was working 
during Saturday’s “Get Lucky in BP” celebration in downtown Blooming 
Prairie when Amelia came in to visit. Some of the cones had a gold coin in the 
bottom; Vandal’s owner Brandy Holmberg also offered gift certificates to other 
businesses in town. Olson said she was “very surprised when people arrived at 10 
a.m.” for their sweet green treat.

sulting in property damage 
occurred in the 400 block 
of 2nd St. SE.
March 10
Animal: Police responded 
to an animal call in the 100 
block of Highway Ave. S. at 
4:41 p.m.

OWATONNA POLICE
March 4
Theft: Officer took a theft 
report in the 3000 block of 
Hoffman Dr. NW at 10:54 
a.m.
Warrant: Officer made a 
warrant arrest in the 100 
block of Bridge St. W. at 
9:09 p.m.
Theft: Officer issued a 
theft citation in the 600 
block of Bridge St. W. at 
10:26 p.m.
March 5
Domestic: Police arrested 
a subject for a domestic 
disturbance in the 1400 
block of Cedar Ave. N. at 
2:39 a.m.
Fraud: Officer took a fraud 
report in the 2400 block of 
Hoffman Dr. NW at 12:07 
p.m.
March 6
Domestic: Police respond-
ed to a domestic distur-
bance in the 400 block of 
Cherry St. NE at 1:19 a.m. 
They arrested a subject at 
the scene.
Hit and Run: At 1:10 p.m., 
a hit and run accident 
occurred in the 1100 block 
of Frontage Rd. W.
Shoplifting: At 9:17 p.m., 
a shoplifting incident oc-
curred in the 1100 block of 
Frontage Rd. W.
March 7
Theft: Motor vehicles were 
reported stolen from the 
3700 block of Frontage Rd. 
W. at 6:59 a.m. and 9:24 
a.m.
Vandalism: Property dam-
age was reported in the 
3700 block of Frontage Rd. 
W. at 10:54 a.m.
Hit and Run: At 6:42 p.m., 
a hit and run accident 
occurred in the 100 block 
of Broadway St. W.
Domestic: Officers 
responded to domestic 
disturbances in the 200 
block of Hobart St. SE 
at 8:37 p.m. and the 600 
block of Mound St. SW at 
11:34 p.m.
March 8
Warrant: Officer made a 
warrant arrest in the 2200 
block of 46th St. NW at 
4:28 a.m.
Child Protection: Police 
received a child protection 
report from the 1400 block 
of Cedar Ave. N. at 10:54 
a.m.
Theft: Officer took a theft 
report on 12th Place NW at 
12:13 p.m.
Welfare: Police arrest-
ed a subject during a 
welfare check in the 400 
block of Oak Ave. N. at 
5:22 p.m.
Hit and Run: At 7:32 p.m., 
a hit and run accident oc-
curred in the 1700 block 
of Cedar Ave. N.
DWI: Officer made a 
DWI arrest in the 400 
block of North St. W. at 
9:31 p.m.

March 9
Theft: At 3:12 p.m., identity 
theft was reported in the 
600 block of Elm Ave. S.
Arrest: Police assisted 
another agency with ar-
resting a subject in the 300 
block of Grove Ave. S. at 
10:09 p.m.
March 10
Theft: Officer took a theft 
report in the 600 block of 
Bridge St. W. at 9:50 a.m.
Criminal Sexual Conduct: 
Police arrested a subject 
for criminal sexual conduct 
in the 2200 block of 26th 
St. NW at 1:42 p.m.

ARRESTS
Steele County

OWATONNA POLICE
Jeremy Marvin Jennings, 
39, arrested at 11:37 p.m. 
March 4, felony posses-
sion of stolen property, 
controlled substance and 
suspended license, held 
for court.
Altaaf Joshua Persaud, 
23, arrested at 3:10 a.m. 
March 5, domestic assault/
assault, held for court.
Jenny Maria Contreras, 
19, arrested at 2:20 a.m. 
March 6, domestic assault/
assault, held for court.
John Leo Haase, 46, ar-
rested at 6:40 p.m. March 
8, warrant arrest, held for 
court.
Glen David Johnston, 
64, arrested at 3:26 p.m. 
March 10, criminal sexual 
conduct, held for court.
Randi Ann Kremer, 25, ar-
rested at 12:52 a.m. March 
11, DWI, held for court.
Steele County Sheriff
Bryan Anthony Dupris, 24, 
arrested at 4:10 a.m. March 
8, DWI, held for court.
Kenesha Marie Fagin, 31, 
arrested March 9, felony 
fleeing in motor vehicle 
and possession of stolen 
vehicle, held for court.
Beau Jason Twaddle, 43, 
arrested at 12:30 p.m. 
March 10, warrant arrest, 
$12,000 bail.

COURT NEWS
Dodge County

The following misdemean-
ors and petty misdemean-
ors were heard in Dodge 
County District Court the 
week of Feb. 20 – 27:

DODGE COUNTY 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Kaylee C. Anderson, 20, 
Kasson, speeding, $220; 
Tifanny D. Ellington, 28, Hay-
field, parking violation, $32; 
Raul Gerardo Guel Jr., 25, 
Claremont, parking violation, 
$32; Clint T. Jennings, 42, 
Hayfield, parking violation, 
$32; Jose M. Palacios, 40, St. 
Paul, revoked license, $280; 
Madelyn R. Petit, 19, Dodge 
Center, invalid license and 
no insurance, $380.

KASSON POLICE 
DEPARTMENT

Randall S. Hadrath, 48, 
Kasson, parking violation, 
$32; Lee J. Howlett, 36, St. 
Charles, parking violation, 
$32; Latrell J. Springer, 20, 
Rochester, revoked license 
and speeding, $320.

MN STATE PATROL 
ROCHESTER

Jocelyn S. Ballanger, 19, 
Rochester, seat belt, $105; 
Chayanna L. Boettcher, 
16, Owatonna, speeding, 
$140; Katie M. Gerlach, 36, 
West Concord, speeding, 
$130; Carrie L. Jensen, 50, 
Kasson, speeding, $220; 
Ryan A. Knudson, 46, By-
ron, speeding, $120; Colby 
L. Kuefner, 20, Owatonna, 
speeding, $140; Bryan L. 
Ripley, 29, Kasson, speed-
ing, $140; Melissa K. Smith, 
44, Owatonna, speeding, 
$140; Andrew P. Vorwerk, 
35, Chatfield, speeding, 
$140; Aaron M. Yeigh, 19, 
Byron, speeding, $140.

WEST CONCORD 
POLICE DEPARTMENT
Danya H. Burtis, 35, West 
Concord, parking violation, 
$32.

◄ BLOTTER from A9

PUBLIC SAFETY

Man killed after vehicle hits tree
◄ MAN from A1
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Barbara Klinger, 67, Owatonna
Barbara Klinger, 

67, of Owatonna, 
died on Sunday, 
March 6, 2022.

She was born 
on Aug. 29, 1954 in 
Waseca, to Earl and 
Janis (Nesdahl) 
Klinger. She gradu-
ated from Ellendale 
in 1972. She attend-

ed South Central Technical College 
in Faribault where she received an 
associate degree in accounting.

She worked various state jobs, 
taught CPR in community education, 
activities director for the deaf and 
worked at a group home. She was very 
active in the Owatonna Art Center 

and Son’s of Norway.
Barb was very artistic and loved 

to make a craft out of anything she 
could find. She had a deep love for ani-
mals, over her life she cared for many 
different pets.  
She is survived by her sister, Cyn-
thia Olson; nephew, Brian Olson of 
Rochester; niece, Gena Olson of Los 
Angeles.

She is preceded in death by par-
ents.

No funeral arrangements have 
been announced.

Randy L. Kruckeberg, 70, Owatonna
Randy Lee 

Kruckeberg, 70, of 
Owatonna, died Fri-
day, March 11, 2022 
at St. Marys Hospi-
tal in Rochester.

He was born Feb. 
27, 1952 in Owa-
tonna, the son of 
Calvin and Florence 
(Pachl) Kruckeberg. 
He graduated from 

Claremont High School in 1970.
He married Marlene Mensing and 

they had a son, Jeremy. The couple 
later divorced. Randy drove truck for 
a trucking company before begin-
ning his career with Steele County 
Highway Department from which he 
retired in 2017.

He enjoyed baseball, football and 

Nascar and spending time with his 
family. He was especially proud to 
be grandpa to his granddaughter, 
Aubrey.

He is survived by his son, Jeremy 
Kruckeberg (Mary Huebsch) of Owa-
tonna; sister, Sally (Wade) Mulari of 
Omaha and nephews, Adam Mulari of 
Woodbury and Brian (Kim) Mulari of 
Omaha.

He was preceded in death by par-
ents, Calvin and Florence Kruckeberg.

A private graveside service will be 
held at Hillside Cemetery in Clare-
mont. A Celebration of Life gathering 
will be held at Michaelson Funeral 
Home on Saturday, March 19 from 
12-2 p.m.

Michaelson Funeral Homes of 
Owatonna is handling the funeral 
arrangements.

OBITUARIES

Obituaries Sponsor:
LEGACY MONUMENT SALES

Leon & Lori Bohlman 507-456-7864 or 507-456-3735
landlbo@gmail.com

Barbara Klinger

Randy 
Kruckeberg

Gentleman with Parkinson’s 
wants to maintain connections
Dear Live Grand: 

I’m a 68-year-old man 
who uses computers 
and smartphones, 
but I have advancing 
Parkinson’s disease 
so my abilities will 
change. So far, my 
symptoms are mild, 
however, they will 
worsen with time. 
Even dementia is a 
possibility, so I’m 
considering both my 
present cognition 
and future changes. 
I want to maintain 
connections with 
friends and extended 
family, and I’ve read 
that GrandPad offers 
a simple way to con-
duct video calls. How 
does this work? Will 
I still get junk calls 
and spam? My family 
says that so far, my 
judgment seems good, 
but we’re aware that 
could change. What 
additional benefits 
would I have with 
this tablet? Thank 
you. – DP

Dear DP: Congrat-
ulations on your for-
ward-thinking which 
will help you continue 
to enjoy life even with 
the challenges pre-
sented by Parkinson’s 
disease. We have no 
doubt that your family 
is grateful for your 
realistic approach.

You mentioned that 
your primary concern 
is maintaining connec-
tions with friends and 
family. With a Grand-
Pad, you’d find that 
doing so would remain 
safe and simple even as 
the disease progresses. 
Your family admin 
would add the phone 
numbers and images 
of the people you’d 
like included in your 
Contacts. Then, if one 
of these people called 
you, you’d see their 
image, touch Answer, 

and your video call 
would connect. If you 
wanted to place a call, 
you’d simply tap the 
Call icon and then tap 
the Call button under 
their image.

GrandPads have 
built-in 4G enabled 
cellular service, so 
they don’t require an 
Internet connection or 
password. Since only 
the people added to 
your contacts can get 
through, you’d be pro-
tected from spam calls 
and emails. Speaking 
of emails, if you want-
ed to convey informa-
tion at a time when a 
call was inconvenient, 
you’d have the alterna-
tive option of sending a 
voice email.

You’re used to 
computers, so you 
probably like to 
browse select websites. 
With GrandPad’s safe 
Internet you could 
explore worry-free. 
Options like YouTube, 
Wikipedia, and NPR 
are available with 
one click. Your family 
admin could also add 
additional websites 
that you currently use 
including your online 
newspaper.

You could easily 
view photos and videos 
that the family admin 
uploads to your tablet 
and if you like taking 
pictures, there’s a 
great camera.

The Radio app 

could bring you varied 
entertainment, and 
the Music app offers 
different genres and 
decades to choose from 
so you could build 
your personalized 
Music Collection.

If you enjoy playing 
cards, word games, 
and memory challeng-
es you’d find plenty to 
challenge you within 
the Games app. Great 
for brain maintenance!

You could check 
your local weather 
with one click and 
access a calculator, 
flashlight, or magnify-
ing glass from within 
the Toolbox app. Setup 
is easy and should 
you need assistance, 
you’d just tap the Help 
button, and your own 
representative would 
answer your ques-
tions.

You can see why 
we think that you’d be 
pleased by GrandPad’s 
flexibility, DP.

Best wishes that 
you can keep the worst 
of the Parkinson’s 
symptoms at bay for a 
long time.

Live Grand is 
a weekly column 
brought to you by 
GrandPad – the 
simplest, safest 
tablet-based solution 
that helps reconnect 
families.

To submit your 
question see: www.
LiveGrand.me.

Farrs hit jackpot with 5 generations
BY HOWARD LESTRUD

CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Harvey Farr, owner of 
J & H Liquors of Blooming 
Prairie, hit the jackpot 
recently.

No, he didn’t win the 
Lottery, nor did he hit a 
JACKPOT at a casino.

In actuality, Harvey 
became a great grandfa-
ther and is now part of five 
generations in his family.

The Farrs got together 
recently for some family 
photos.

Jean Farr, 88, of Bloom-
ing Prairie, started it all. 
This is how it goes: Jean 
Farr (Great Great Grand-
ma), Harvey Farr (Son), Joe 
Farr (Grandson), Mia Farr 
(Great Granddaughter) and 
Oaklee May Voigt (great 
great granddaughter).

Jean has 21 grandchil-
dren, 21 great grandchil-
dren and two great great 
grandchildren.

Star of the day, of course, 
was little Oaklee May. She 
was born on Jan. 26, 2022 
and weighed in at 8 pounds. 
Her parents are Mia Farr 
and Kylie Voigt.

ago at the Minnesota 
Newspaper Association. 
She has always been 
one to shy away from 
the limelight.

She has truly been 
a cornerstone to 
journalism in Minne-
sota for many years. 
Besides working for 
the Times, she also 
worked at several dai-
ly newspapers across 
southern Minnesota. 
She served on the 
Minnesota Newspaper 
Foundation as well as 
an adjunct professor 

for St. Cloud State Uni-
versity’s Department 
of Mass Communica-
tion.

Her heart has always 
been in journalism so 
that’s why it makes it 
extremely tough for me 
to see cancer taking 
away one of the most 
passionate journalists I 
have ever worked with. 
She has always had a 
bulldog attitude and 
believed in digging for 
the truth and getting 
the story out there for 
readers to digest.

But there is a caring 

side to Deb that her 
own staff got to see 
many years ago at the 
Mankato Free Press. 
Facing budget cuts and 
staff reductions at the 
Free Press in 2005, Deb 
voluntarily gave up her 
position as editor in or-
der to save several staff 
positions occupied by 
younger journalists.

“By eliminating 
my position, it allows 
more reporters on the 
street,” Deb said at the 
time. Quite simply, she 
was disgusted with the 
corporate demands to 

meet budget targets and 
cared enough about the 
quality of the product 
given to readers.

The company post-
poned staff cuts and 
proceeded to hire more 
part-timers.

Needless to say, Deb’s 
action created quite the 
buzz in the industry on 
the national level at the 
time.

I have been fortu-
nate to work with Deb 
for the past year and a 
half. During that time, 
she has been focused 
on helping me provide 
a quality news product 
for our readers. I chal-
lenge anyone to find 

someone as passionate 
about newspapers as 
Deb has been through-
out her professional 
life. She is a rare breed 
that’s becoming extinct 
in this industry.

She also has taken 
tremendous pride in 
recruiting, training 
and mentoring John-
nie Phillips, a recent 
college graduate who 
became our sports 
editor last fall. As I’m 
sure Johnnie will attest 
to, Deb is no softie when 
it comes to learning 
the business. However, 
he has been so lucky 
to work with one of the 
best in the industry.

Deb is truly a profes-
sional who will sorely 
be missed by our staff 
in the day-to-day news 
cycle. More important-
ly, she is leaving behind 
a legacy on journalism 
that has helped make 
communities across 
Minnesota better plac-
es to live.

A breast cancer 
survivor from about 
20 years ago, Deb now 
faces the greatest battle 
of her life.

Deb, we love you and 
wish you the best as 
you go in hot pursuit of 
battling cancer. Please 
know you’re not travel-
ing that road alone.

Keeping Seniors ConnectedKeeping Seniors Connected

Get started 
today!

(800)704-9412 
GrandPad.net

BRICK-MEGER 
& MEDFORD
FUNERAL HOME

STAFF PHOTO BY HOWARD LESTRUD
It doesn't happen all that often with families celebrating five generations. It 
happened recently to Harvey Farr (Jean's son), top left. Great grandma Jean Farr 
is holding her new great great grandchild, Oaklee May Voigt. Harvey's son Joe 
(grandson) is at far right and great granddaughter Mia is in the middle.

STAFF PHOTO BY HOWARD LESTRUD
Jean Farr of Blooming Prairie is a very proud great 
great grandmother. Here, she holds tiny Oaklee May. 

The dreaded diagnosis hits us all
◄ DREADED from A2
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SEMAC awards 
arts grants

Several groups 
throughout the region 
have received arts 
grants from Southeast-
ern Minnesota Arts 
Council (SEMAC).

On March 8, SE-
MAC’s board of direc-
tors awarded 35 arts 
programming grants 
for a total of $155,335 
in funding to applicants 
throughout southeastern 
Minnesota. This includ-
ed 25 Individual Artist 
Grants for $100,335, five 
General Operating Sup-
port Grants to arts or-
ganizations for $50,000, 
three School Residency 
Grants for $9,000, and 
two Opportunity Grants 
for $1,000.

Among the groups 
receiving grants was 
Steele County’s Min-
nesota Association of 
Community Theatres, 
which was awarded a 
$500 Opportunity Grant 
for Fast Fest 2022.

In Freeborn County, 
the Albert Lea Commu-
nity Band received a 
$5,000 General Oper-
ating Support Grant 
for administrative 
expenses. Quake Jones 
in Mower County was 
awarded a $3,000 Indi-
vidual Artist Grant for 
Uniting the 507 Music 

Scene. Kasson-Mantor-
ville Community Edu-
cation received a $500 
Opportunity Grant for 
the Fabulous Armadil-
los Live in Concert.

SEMAC is the State 
Arts Board-designated 
granting authority for 
local/regional arts pro-
ducing and sponsoring 
organizations and dis-
burses funds allocated 
for this purpose by the 
Minnesota State Legisla-
ture. The SEMAC region 
includes the counties of 
Dodge, Fillmore, Free-
born, Goodhue, Houston, 
Mower, Olmsted, Rice, 
Steele, Wabasha, and 
Winona.

For information about 
the grant application 
process, eligibility, or 
grant writing assistance, 
contact the SEMAC of-
fice at 2778 D Commerce 
Dr. N.W., Rochester, MN 
55901 or call 507-281-
4848. Information may 
also be found at www.
semac.org.

This activity is made 
possible by the voters 
of Minnesota through 
grants from the Minne-
sota State Arts Board 
thanks to a legislative 
appropriation from the 
arts and cultural heri-
tage fund.

Impersonating  
a groundhog

Gebur ranks near 
top at Iowa State

An Owatonna area 
student has been 
ranked among the top 
scholars at Iowa State 
University in Ames.

Hannah Gebur is a 
senior in the College of 
Engineering. She is in 
the top 2% of students at 
Iowa State.

Lindholm named to 
Dean’s List at Baylor

Reese Lindholm of 
Owatonna has been 

named to the Dean’s 
List for fall semester 
at Baylor University in 
Waco, Texas.

Lindholm is a student 
in the College of Arts & 
Sciences at Baylor.

More than 5,000 stu-
dents were named to the 
Dean’s List. Students 
honored must earn a 
minimum semester 
GPA of 3.7 with no grade 
lower than a “C” while 
enrolled in at least 12 
graded semester hours.

COMMUNITY

 

507-455-1180
unitedwaysteelecounty.org

Brown ground beef and onions. Cool. Drain 
mushrooms and add all ingredients. Toast 
split buns. Spread with mixture and broil.

PIZZA 
BURGERS

1 lb. ground beef
2 onions
1/2 tsp. garlic salt
3/4 tsp. oregano

1 can pizza sauce
1 can mushrooms
1/2 lb. mozzarella cheese, grated
hamburger buns

March 16
Caleb Kubista
Cork Drexler

Ryan Heimerman
Aaron Krejci 
Diane Eaker

ANNIVERSARIES

honest1owatonna.com

March 17
Landon Allison 

Isabel Lindeman 
Erik Anderson 

March 18
Mary J. Olson

Shannon Spinler
Olivia Trotman
Mary Ramsey 

March 20
Dillon Easton 

Sandy Christianson 
Hunter Borg 
Tom Walters

March 21
Calla Staads

Mary Ann Betlach 
Pam Farr

Sue Rossow
Jackie Olson 
Jan Anderson
Dwayne Gross

March 22
Robert Haberman 

Kevin Christianson
Tom Donnelly 

Dustin Hensrud

March 16
Mr. & Mrs. Laverne Johnson

March 17
John & Barb Stenzel 

March 19
Jessie & Aaron Christianson 

March 20
Larry & Gerry Wurst

BOOK NOOK

Let’s see how much you 
know about reading

What do you know 
about reading? In addi-
tion to the fact that you 
enjoy it and can’t live 
without it, what benefits 
does it have? One of 
our Blooming Prairie 
Branch Library patrons 
recently brought in 
a post from the blog 
Bound4escape.com that 
lists 5 indisputable facts 
about reading. See if 
you agree!

1. Reading can 
make you a better 
conversationalist. 
At a family reunion 

last summer I was 
surrounded by distant 
cousins who I had 
never really talked 
to. The reason that I 
was so popular was 
that they found out I 
worked at a library! We 
exchanged book ideas 
and recommendations 
and developed a bond 
together.

Remember this 
library fact when you 
are at a social event (re-
member those?). Many 
people will respond 
well to, “Have you read 
any good books lately?” 
or “I just read the best 
book about....” You have 
to read the social cues 
though – Mr. Muscles 
might not want to hear 

about your love of Jane 
Austen novels.

2. Neighbors will 
never complain that 
your book is too loud. 
As opposed to your loud 
rock music or my accor-
dion playing.

3. Knowledge by 
osmosis has not yet 
been perfected. You’d 
better read. If you have 
any hope of appearing 
intelligent, books are a 
necessity. Yes, you can 
read articles online or 
watch news shows 24 
hours a day, but if you 
want to find in-depth 
knowledge on a specific 
subject or event, books 
are indispensable.

4. Books have 
stopped bullets. 

Reading might save 
your life. There are 
several examples of 
bullets being stopped 
by books. While a glass 
case partially deflect-
ed a bullet, Theodore 
Roosevelt survived 
an assassin’s attempt 
thanks to a multi-page 
folded speech in his 
pocket. During World 
War I Leonard Knight’s 
life was saved by a pock-
et Bible. The German 
bullet embedded in the 
Bible 50 pages from the 
end of the book.

5. Dinosaurs didn’t 
read. Look what hap-
pened to them.

Come and get all the 
books you need at the 
library!

NANCY
VAILLANCOURT

LOOK WHO'S BEING AWESOME!
Blossoms Students of the Week

Blooming Prairie Elementary School
Olivia Evenson – 2C
Mrs. Anderson’s Class
Parents: Adren Magnuson and Peter Evenson 
Olivia is a spectacular second grade student! She was 
caught being awesome for all of the good work she is 
doing in reading. She works hard each day and loves 
to lend a helping hand whenever she can. She often 
shares stories with us about all her animals, and we 
love listening to them. We are very proud of Olivia 
and so glad she is in 2C!  

Knox Bartelt – 3C
Ms. Schmidt’s Class
Parents: Kyser & Emily Bartelt
Knox is an Awesome Blossom! He is a kind and caring 
friend and shows good sportsmanship.  Knox loves to 
share interesting facts and participate in class 
discussions.  He is always willing to help out the 
teacher and his friends and takes pride in doing his 
best work.  We are so proud of you!

Emmerson Nelson – 5C
Mrs. Hadrath’s Class
Parents: Nicholas & Samantha Nelson 
Emmerson is a wonderful student with a kind heart. 
She is a role model and a helper to her classmates. 
She does her very best in everything she does and 
loves taking on a challenge. She is an "awesome 
blossom!"

Feeling lucky? 
Prairie 

family & Sports 
CHIROPRACTIC 

Long Name ... 
Great Results! 

344 East Main Street • Blooming Prairie, MN 
507-583-2271 or 866-5-DRCHAD 

Website: www.drchad.org • E-Mail: drchad@drchad.org 

Every day in the U.S. 290 people die 
from adverse reactions from prescription drugs 

Your body does not have an aspirin shortage! Medications merely numb your 
nervous system so the pain doesn't register, ignoring the underlying cause. 
While these approaches may be convenient, they can cause adverse effects, 
like kidney and liver damage. The chiropractic approach to better health is to 
detect, reduce, and help prevent nervous system dysfunction, finding the real 
reason for your pain. Schedule an appointment today to experience the 
drug-free results of chiropractic. 

Blooming Prairie 
Elementary School

March 17- Meatballs 
and gravy, brown rice, 
whole grain dinner roll, 
ham deli sub sandwich, 
roasted broccoli, celery 
sticks, fresh fruit bar.

March 18- Cheese 
bread, marinara sauce, 
BBQ chicken sandwich, 
steamed green beans, 
cranberry pear salad, 
canned fruit bar.

March 21- Crispy 
chicken tenders, brown 
rice, pizza munchable, 
green beans, Caesar 
side salad, fresh fruit 
bar.

March 22- Sloppy Joe 
on a bun, cheesy ham 
melt, baked beans, baby 
carrots, radish, canned 
fruit bar.

March 23- Beefy na-
chos with cheese sauce, 
turkey ranch wrap, 
romaine lettuce, onions, 
diced tomatoes.

Blooming Prairie 
High School

March 17- Meatballs 
and gravy, brown rice, 
whole grain dinner roll, 
ham deli sub sandwich, 
cheese pizza, roasted 
broccoli, celery sticks.

March 18- Cheese 
bread, marinara sauce, 
BBQ chicken sandwich, 
crispy chicken salad, 
steamed green beans, 
cranberry pear salad.

March 21- Crispy 
chicken tenders, brown 
rice, pizza munchable, 
turkey BLT wrap, green 
beans, Caesar side salad.

March 22- Sloppy Joe 
on a bun, cheesy ham 
melt, pepperoni pizza, 
baked beans, baby car-
rots, radish.

March 23- Beefy na-
chos with cheese sauce, 
turkey ranch wrap, 
crispy chicken sand-
wich, romaine lettuce, 
onions.

SCHOOL LUNCH MENU

COLLEGE NEWS

Always local, 
all the time. 

SUBMITTED PHOTO
A kindergarten student in Stephanie Kingland’s 
class in Blooming Prairie does his best groundhog 
impersonation during the class’s lesson on 
shadows. Kingland takes her students outside 
for lessons as often as possible, hoping to teach 
them to appreciate the outdoors and to be good 
environmental stewards. 
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Worship & Faith

Locally Owned & Operated
237 Hwy. Ave. S.

Blooming Prairie
507-583-6671

1180 Frontage Rd E • Owatonna
507-455-9551

www.owatonnagranite.com

“Creating Your Story in Stone” 322 East Main St.
Blooming Prairie

507-583-2276

FLOOR 
TECH

118 5th Ave.
Ellendale

507-684-2471

LERBERG’S 
FITNESS 
CENTER

& CAR WASH

Owatonna
121 W. Broadway St.

507-451-0193

Mike Bishman
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Dr.
Deborah

Lien
DDS, MBS

Dr.
Deborah

Lien
DDS, MBS

Building
Healthy
Smiles!

132 2nd Ave NE
Blooming Prairie
507.583.6613

FREE 
CONSULTATION

Call Jon Arnett @
455-3735 for a tour 

236 22nd St. SE • Owatonna

Vibrant Living For  
Individuals 55 & Older  
at a Reasonable Price

Make new friends.

1212 W Frontage Rd Owatonna, MN
507-451-0722

valleyviewofowatonna.com

LUTHERAN
AURORA LUTHERAN

6329 SE 28TH St., Owatonna
507-451-2819

Sunday Worship: 9 a.m.
Sundy School: 10:15 a.m.

office@
auroralutheranchurch.org

COMMUNITY 
LUTHERAN – ELCA

106 Third St. SE, Geneva
507-256-4288

Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.
Every 3rd Saturday at 5 p.m.
communitylutherangene-

vamn@gmail.com

FIRST LUTHERAN- 
AFLC

503 Radel Ct., Ellendale
507-684-2451

Sunday Worship 9 a.m.
Sunday School and Adult 

Bible Study 10:15 a.m.
Call to Prayer Monday 7 p.m.

Bible Study  
Wednesday 9:30 a.m.

Confirmation  
Wednesday 6-7 p.m.

Youth Group  
Wednesday 7-9 p.m.

Men’s Bible Study  
Saturday 8 a.m.

firstlutheranellendale@
yahoo.com

FIRST LUTHERAN – 
ELCA

434 First St. SW, Blooming 
Prairie

507-583-6621
Sunday Worship 9 a.m.
Sunday School 10 a.m.

firstluthoffice@yahoo.com

FIRST LUTHERAN – 
LCMC

8953 SW 37th Ave., Hope
507-451-3854

Sunday Worship 9 a.m.
Sunday School and  
Adult Ed 10:15 a.m.

flchopemn@gmail.com

GOOD SHEPHERD 
LUTHERAN – LCMS

2500 7th Ave NE, Owatonna
507-451-4125

Sunday Hymn Service  
8:30 a.m.

Sunday Praise Service, 
Sunday School & Bible  

Class 10 a.m.
info@gsowatonna.com

PONTOPPIDAN 
LUTHERAN – ELCA

9651 SW 75TH St., Ellendale
507-213-0281

Sunday Worship 10:15 a.m.
Sunday School 9 a.m.
pontoppidanlemond@

outlook.com

REDEEMER LUTHERAN 
– LCMS

1054 Truman Ave., 
Owatonna

507-451-2720
Sunday Worship 9 a.m.
Sunday Education Hour 

10:15 a.m.
redeemerowatonna@

outlook.com

RED OAK GROVE 
LUTHERAN- ELCA

30456 Mower-Freeborn Rd., 
Austin

BP: 507-402-9333
Austin: 507-437-3000
Sunday Worship 9 a.m.
www.roglutheran.org

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN 
– LCMS

4532 SE 84th Ave., Claremont
507-528-2404

Sunday Worship 10:30 
a.m. (2nd & 4th Sunday Holy 

Communion)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m.

Wednesday: Advent 7 p.m. 
(with Holy Communion)

sjlcoffice@frontiernet.net

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN 
– LCMS

28959 630th Ave., Sargeant
320-674-0351

Sunday Worship 10:15 a.m.
Sunday School 9 a.m.

www.saintjohnssargeant.
jimdo.com

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN – 
ELCA

1301 Lincoln Ave., Owatonna
507-451-7293

Sunday & Summer Worship 
8 a.m. & 9:30 a.m.

Thursday Worship 5:30 p.m.
Saturday 8 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
info@stjohnowatonna.com

ST. MICHAEL’S 
LUTHERAN- ELCA

30450 570th Ave., Waltham
507-567-2474

Sunday Worship 9 a.m.
Pastor Barbara Finley-Shea

FB - St. Michael's Youth 
Activities Waltham, MN

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN 
– LCMS

202 E Park Ave., Hollandale
507-567-2272

Sunday Worship 8:30 a.m.
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

www.motorcitychurch.org

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN 
– ELCA

2781 SW 92nd Ave., Meriden
507-451-2165

Sunday Worship 10 a.m.
deaconbilliejo@gmail.com

TRINITY LUTHERAN- 
ELCA

609 Lincoln Ave., Owatonna
507-451-4520

Sunday Worship -Sanctuary 
8:15 a.m. & 9:30 a.m., 

Fellowship Hall 10:45 a.m., 
Live Stream 9:30 a.m. at 

facebook.com/tlcowatonna 
and tlcowatonna.org/

worshiplive
Live broadcast 9:30 a.m. 
on KRUE 92.1 FM, Video 
on Spectrum (CH181) 

Metronet TV (Ch 900) and 
owatonnalive.com Tuesday 

at 4:30 p.m. Wednesday at 6 
p.m. and Sunday at 11 a.m.

www.tlcowatonna.org/

TRINITY LUTHERAN – 
ELCA

104 First St. SE, Hayfield
507-477-2248

Sunday Worship 8 a.m.  
& 10:30 a.m.

Sunday School 9:15 a.m.
www.trinityhayfield.org

TRINITY LUTHERAN – 
LCMS

108 Third Ave. SW, Medford
507-451-0447

Sunday Worship 9 a.m.
Wednesday 6:30 p.m.

tlcmedfordoffice@gmail.com

TRINITY LUTHERAN – 
LCMS

57043 300th St., Waltham
507-567-2272

Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday School 9:15 a.m.

ZION LUTHERAN – 
ELCA

7126 SW 98th St., Ellendale
Sunday Worship 8:30 a.m.
deaconbilliejo@gmail.com

OUR SAVIOR’S 
LUTHERAN – ELCA

1909 St. Paul Rd., Owatonna
507-451-4853

Sunday Worship- 8:15 a.m. 
- Traditional Service & 10:45 
a.m. - Contemporary service, 

also livestreamed  
on Facebook.

www.oursaviorsowatonna.
com

CATHOLIC
CHRIST THE KING
205 Second Ave. NW, 

Medford
507-451-4845

Mass: 5:30 p.m. Sat
Mass: 9 a.m. Mon & Fri

parishoffice@
stjosephowtonna.org

CHURCH OF ALL 
SAINTS

307 SW First St.,  
New Richland

507-234-6244
Saturday Mass: 5 p.m.

www.stannjan.com

HOLY TRINITY 
CATHOLIC CHURCH  

OF LITOMYSL
9946 SE 24th Ave., 

Owatonna
507-583-2784

Sunday Mass: 8:15a.m.
www.litomysl.webs.com

SACRED HEART 
CATHOLIC

150 NE Second St. Hayfield
507-477-2256

Saturday Mass: 5p.m.
www.stcolumbanuschurch.com

SACRED HEART 
PARISH

810 S Cedar Ave., Owatonna
Mass Times: Daily Tuesday-

Friday at 7:15 a.m.
Saturday Mass: 5 p.m.

Sunday Mass: 8 a.m., 10 a.m.
12 p.m. (Spanish)

Reconciliation 4 p.m. 
Saturday

Adoration Thursdays 8 a.m. 
and 7 p.m.

www.sacredheartowatonna.org

ST. COLUMBANUS 
CATHOLIC

114 E Main St. 
Blooming Prairie
507-583-2784

Sunday Mass: 10:00 a.m.
www.stcolumbanuschurch.

com
columbanusbp@gmail.com

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC 
PARISH

512 S Elm Ave., Owatonna
507-451-4845

Daily Mass: 8 a.m. Tues., 
Wed. & Fri.

Communion Service 8 a.m. 
Thursday

Saturday Mass: 4 p.m.
Sunday Mass: 8 & 10 a.m.
Adoration Chapel available 
Mon-Fri. 7 a.m. -5:30 p.m.

(Key fob required after hours 
or weekend)

www.stjosephowatonna.org

CHRISTIAN
CHRIST COMMUNITY 

COVENANT
540 SE 18th St., Owatonna

507-451-1032
Sunday Worship: 9 a.m.
Sunday Connections:  

10:15 a.m.
www.

owatonnacovenantchurch.org

CHRISTIAN FAMILY 
CHURCH

2300 Heritage Pl. NW, 
Owatonna

507-455-3205
Sunday Worship 9 a.m.

www.cfchurches.org

VICTORY CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH

1380 Rice Lake St. E., Owatonna
507-451-8111

Sunday Service: 10 a.m.
www.victorymn.org

PENTECOSTAL
FIRST UNITED 
PENTECOSTAL

230 Locust Ave., Owatonna
507-363-3046

Sunday Worship: 10 a.m.
Wednesday Service: 7 p.m.

METHODIST
BLOOMING GROVE 

UNITED METHODIST
43089 180th St., Medford

(Seven miles west of 
Medford on CR. 23)

507-835-8726
Sunday Worship: 8:30 a.m.
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.

www.bloominggroveumc.org

ELLENDALE UNITED 
METHODIST

200 Sixth St. NW, Ellendale
507-684-2731

Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m.

www.ellendaleumc.org

OWATONNA UNITED 
METHODIST

815 E University St. – Owatonna
507-451-4734

Sunday Traditional Worship 
(Pathways) 9 a.m.

www.owatonnaumc.org
NON-DENOMINATIONAL

CEDAR CREEK
30 E Main St., Hayfield

507-477-2255
Sunday Worship 10 a.m.

www.cedarcreekchurch.org

DESTINY CHRISTIAN
2515 Harvest Lane NW- 

Owatonna
507-456-4775

Sunday Worship:9 a.m.
Wednesday Worship: 6:30-

7:30 p.m. 1st & 3rd every month
www.destinycc.org

ELEVATION NORTH
2002 Austin Rd., Owatonna

507-363-3099
Sunday Worship  
(English) 10 a.m.

Sunday School: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship  
(Spanish) 2 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study: 
6:30 p.m.

Spanish Evangelism & 
Prayer: Friday 7 p.m.
www.elevationnorth.

blogspot.com

NEW BEGINNINGS
332 14th St. NE, Owatonna

507-413-0209
Sunday Worship: 10 a.m.

Wednesday Service: 7 p.m.
www.nbclife.org

SIMPLY CHURCH
105 2nd St., Geneva

507-438-5418
Sunday Bible Study: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m.
Tuesday Worship: 5:30 p.m.

Wednesday Worship: 5:30 p.m.

MENNONITE
PRAIRIE MENNONITE

13638 750th St. –  
Blooming Prairie
507-583-7532

Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.

Wednesday Pray Meeting: 
7:30 p.m.

www.prairiemennonite.org

MORMON
CHURCH OF JESUS 
CHRIST OF LATTER  

DAT SAINTS
404 31st St. NW, Austin

507-433-9042
Sunday Worship: 9 a.m.

www.churchofjesuschrist.org

SEVENTH-DAY 
ADVENTIST
SEVENTH DAY 

ADVENTIST
2373 Seventh Ave NE, 

Owatonna
651-955-4032

Saturday Worship: 11 a.m.
Saturday Bible Study: 9:30 a.m.
www.owatonnasdachurch.org

UCC
CONGREGATIONAL 

UNITED CHURCH  
OF CHRIST

211 Main St. S., Medford
507-451-4596

Sunday Worship: 10 a.m.
www.ucc.org

PRESBYTERIAN
ASSOCIATED CHURCH
Presbyterian Church (USA) 
and United Church of Christ
800 Havana Rd., Owatonna

507-451-1546
Sunday Worship: 9 a.m. 

(Fellowship, Sunday School and 
Adult Discussion follow service)

Wednesday Activities Sept-
May (see website for schedule)
wwwassociatedchurch.org

office@associatedchurch.org

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
109 E Main St., Hayfield

507-477-2631
Sunday Worship: 10 a.m.

www.
firstpresbyterianhayfield.com

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
P.O. Box 66

121 East St. N., Claremont
507-528-2320

Sunday Worship: 10 a.m.
www.faithstreet.com

BAPTIST
FIRST BAPTIST

104 First Ave., Blooming Prairie
507-583-2673

Sunday Worship: 10 a.m.
Sunday School: 9 a.m.

Sunday Bible Study: 11:30 a.m.
Wednesday Service: 6:30 p.m.
www.fbcbloomingprairie.org

FIRST BAPTIST
(Owatonna’s  

Oldest Church)
123 E Main St., Owatonna

507-272-9834
Sunday Fellowship: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m.
www.firstbaptistowatonna.com

GRACE BAPTIST–
OWATONNA

65 26th St., Owatonna
507-451-3494

Sunday Worship: 10 a.m.
Sunday School: 8:45 a.m.

Sunday Evening: 5 p.m.
Wednesday Adult  

Service 7 p.m.
Wednesday Youth  

Service 7 p.m.
gracebaptistministry.org

info@gracebaptistministry.org

BETHEL BAPTIST
1611 Hemlock Ave., Owatonna

507-451-8548
Sunday Worship:  

9 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.

FREE CHURCH
CORNERSTONE 

EVANGELICAL FREE
1500 18th St. SE, Owatonna

507-446-5850
Sunday Worship: 9 a.m.

Sunday School: 10:30 a.m.
www.cornerstoneowtonna.com

NORTHRIDGE  
CHURCH OF GOD

1650 7th Ave. NE, Owatonna
507-451-5467

Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m.
Prayer: 7-8 p.m.

www.churchnorthridge.com

BRIDGE OF HOPE
500 Dunnell Dr., Owatonna

507-215-2249
Sunday Bible Study: 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship: 10 a.m.

Friday RU Recover pfm: 7 p.m.

ST. PAUL EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH

220 S. Cedar Ave., Owatonna
507-451-5319

Sunday Worship: 9 a.m. and 
1 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study: 11 a.m.
Wednesday Evening: 7 p.m.
www.stpaulsowatonna.org

EMMANUEL 
EVANGELICAL 

LUTHERAN
750 Jeffrey St., Owatonna

507-455-2729
Sunday Worship: 4 p.m.
Monday Worship: 7 p.m.
www.emmanuel-wels-

owatonna.com

314 E. Main St.
Blooming Prairie

507-583-7528
685 W. Bridge St.

Owatonna
507-451-9136
133 N. Broadway

New Richland
507-465-3810

1125 S Oak Ave
Owatonna, MN 55060-3701

507-431-4576
www.Honest1Owatonna.com

LEON & LORI BOHLMAN

Monuments

Leon’s Cell 507-456-7864
Lori’s Cell 507-456-3735

landlbo@gmail.com

LEGACY MONUMENT SALES

Call for a catalog to view in the comfort 
of your home. We are here to help you 
create your monument by email or phone.

A care that casts out fear

Currently our 
church is in 
the middle of 

a series in the book of 
Mark (in an effort to 
focus on Jesus as we ap-
proach Easter) and we 
just hit the account that 

might be my very favor-
ite in ALL the Gospels, 
for sure is one of the 
most famous, BUT its 
also kind of confusing 
the same time. It’s the 
account of Jesus calm-
ing the storm in Mark 
4:35-41 (its only seven 
verses – you should 
read it quick right now 
if you can!).

The reason this story 
is one of MY favorites is 
because of the glimpse 
you get of Jesus power 
here. Its kind of one of 
those “can you imagine 
being there moments” 
where in the middle of a 
huge storm, Jesus talks 
to the weather and it 
listens to him! I LOVE 

seeing how powerful 
Jesus is, and I LOVE 
the reminder that all 
creation answers to 
him!

Here’s where it gets 
confusing though, Je-
sus asks two corrective 
questions of the disci-
ples in v40: “Why are 
you so afraid?” and “Do 
you still have no faith?”

Seems a little harsh 
right? If that were me 
with my kids in that 
boat and they were 
freaking out, I think I’d 
hug them afterwards 
and say something like: 
“It’s okay now – and 
sorry I fell asleep!” 
Why does Jesus seem 
so corrective here? 

Two reasons. And I 
think both will help US 
TODAY as we face into 
the “storms of life” that 
come our way.

Number 1, the doubt 
the disciples have 
here is whether or not 
Jesus CARES. Verse 38 
quotes them as saying: 
“Don’t you care that we 
drown.” That’s very 
different from them 
saying “Help!” or “Hey 
we’re going to drown if 
you don’t do something 
fast!” They’ve allowed 
their circumstances 
to cast doubt on God’s 
love and care for them 
– and because that’s 
a dangerous place to 
be they are corrected 

here for it. 1 Peter 5:7 
invites us to “cast our 
cares on Him, because 
he CARES for us.” This 
means we will never be 
chided for bringing our 
concerns to God’s atten-
tion – and you’ll never 
have to doubt whether 
he CARES for you in the 
midst of a storm that 
has come your way.

The second thing to 
note here is that we can 
always trust GOD’S 
WORD. In verse 35 
Jesus says: “Lets go to 
the other side.” Maybe 
this was not a Word that 
seemed hugely import-
ant to the disciples 
when Jesus said it; but 
when things around 

them seemed to say the 
opposite of God’s Word 
(namely that they might 
not make it to the other 
side because of the 
storm) they should have 
trusted God’s Word and 
NOT the circumstanc-
es around them. You 
can do the same today. 
Anchor yourself to the 
Word of God, so that 
when life’s storms come 
and tempt you to believe 
something different 
– you can confidently 
hold on to the One we’re 
meant to cast our cares 
upon.

Cheering for you this 
week as you look to the 
one with power over 
everything you’ll face!

AREA WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Pastor 
Micheal 

Simmerman
BETHEL CHURCH

OWATONNA
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$149 95

We do Light, Medium, and Heavy Duty Towing
We also do Light, Medium and Heavy Hauling

$50 OFF
SET OF 4 TIRES

$25 OFF
2 TIRES

You and Your vehicle deserve 
the BEST… We Deliver!

1125 S. Oak Ave. • Owatonna
507-431-4353

www.Honest1Owatonna.com
Mon-Fri 7 a.m.-6 p.m.

SPRING 
TIRE SALE
SPRING 
TIRE SALE

FEATURING
&

PLUS: Ask about current  
manufacturer rebate specials.

Good now until May 31, 2022.

FREE PIZZA
One large specialty pizza with any  

service of $25 or more. While supplies last. See us for all
Your Spring Care

Care Needs!

Isaac Kofstad

New Richland

LLCAuto Repair
«For All Your Auto Repair Needs»

Owner

246 Third Street N.E. • New Richland, MN 56072 • 1-507-463-3261

TOWING & REPAIR

215 Cedardale Dr.SE
Owatonna

507-451-3424
24 Hour Complete

Towing Service

215 Cedardale Dr.SE
Owatonna

507-451-3424
24 Hour Complete

Towing Service

TOWING & REPAIRTOWING & REPAIR

AUTO • COMMERCIAL
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL STOREFRONTS

Monday to Friday: 8:00 AM – 5:00 PM
507-835-2590

1200 SOUTH STATE STREET, WASECA, MN 56093
wasecaglass@gmail.com

SPRING CAR CARE TIPSSPRING CAR CARE TIPS

• Remove dead 
leaves and debris
• Remove winter 
tires
• Rinse off the 
car’s undercar-
riage
• Deodorize the 
car
• Replace worn 
wiper blades
• Check the tire 
pressure
• Get a checkup 
for your car

After driving through  After driving through  
a Minnesota winter a Minnesota winter 
with slushy snow  with slushy snow  
and road salt,  and road salt,  
your car needs  your car needs  
a little TLC!a little TLC!

Keeping up with vehicle maintenance is generally less expensive Keeping up with vehicle maintenance is generally less expensive 
than dealing with a major repair due to lack of upkeep!than dealing with a major repair due to lack of upkeep!
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Hometown Living
Dodge County Wind project is back on track

BY KAREN  
M. JORGENSEN

CONTRIBUTING WRITER

After several delays 
that put the project on 
hold, Dodge County 
Wind’s plan to build 
a wind farm that will 
produce almost 260 
megawatts of renewable 
energy is back on track.

The project will in-
clude 79 wind turbines 
in Steele and Dodge 

Counties, said Mark 
Lennox, project manag-
er for NextEra’s wind 
projects in Minnesota. 
Dodge County Wind is 
a subsidiary of NextEra 
Energy.

The turbines them-
selves will be either 
98 or 81 meters tall, 
Lennox said. That is 
an increase in height 
from the original plan, 
he said, but means that 
the same number of 

turbines will be able to 
produce 259 megawatts 
of energy as opposed to 
the 170 megawatts origi-
nally anticipated.

The project’s bound-
ary, he said, is similar to 
the original one with the 
exception that the route 
for the 345-kV high-volt-
age transmission line 
will go to the Pleasant 
Valley substation instead 
of the Byron substation 
in the original plan.

There was some 
opposition to the original 
route of the transmission 
lines, but the company 
said at the time it was 
shelving the original 
plan because of the costs 
of connecting to the By-
ron substation. They also 
said they would resubmit 
their applications when 
an alternative location 
was found.

With the decision to 
connect to the Pleasant 

Valley substation, the 
company resubmitted 
its applications for a 
certificate of need, site 
permit and transmis-
sion line permit to the 
Minnesota Public Utili-
ties Commission.

Initial public meet-
ings have been held 
and the PUC has been 
accepting comments 
from the public and all 
interested parties.

A bootlegging lesson minus the booze
History Center reveals Steele County’s seedy past

BY CHRIS BALDWIN
STAFF WRITER

On Thursday evening 
residents packed into the 
Steele County History 
Center in Owatonna for 
a special presentation on 
the history of Prohibi-
tion era bootleggers in 
Steele County.

The presentation was 
given by Nancy Vaillan-
court and Steve Wencl 
and was followed by his-
toric pub trivia, where 
teams of attendees 
competed. Refreshments 
were served prior to 
Vaillancourt introduc-
ing Wencl, who delved 

into the seedy history of 
the time.

Marked by a constitu-
tional ban on alcoholic 
beverages and the con-
sequent homebrewing 
and distributing of what 
at that time were elicit 
concoctions, the Prohi-
bition era in American 
lasted from 1920 to 1933.

“Like many counties 
in the area, Prohibition 
sparked illegal alcohol 
consumption,” Vail-
lancourt said in her 
introduction. “In Steele 
County it started early 
as it wasn’t that diffi-
cult since many recent 
immigrants had already 

been distilling at home.”
Germans, Danes, 

Czechs, and Norwegians 
were already enjoying 
homemade drinks made 
from apples, plums, 
pears, potatoes, and 
grains. “All they had to 
do was tweak grandpa’s 
recipe to their needs and 
no doubt grandpa was 
willing to help,” Vaillan-
court said.

As Prohibition and 
illegal alcohol distilling 
became the norm, stills 
popped up across the 
United States, including 
a large still and opera-
tion in the countryside 
near Blooming Prairie. 

Wencl detailed the go-
ings on in this later era 
of prohibition when Fed-
eral authorities began to 
crack down.

“Early on it was 
sheriffs and local,” Wencl 
said. By the time Federal 
agents began sniffing 
around, a syndicate of 
bootleggers stretching 
from Milwaukee across 
southern Minnesota and 
into South Dakota had 
already been established. 
“Around 1928 they 
attracted the attention of 
the Wisconsin syndicate.”

The people in the 
syndicate were im-

Here’s how to 
snap out of a sour, 
depressed mood
It is that 

time of year 
again… Day-
light Saving 
Time (DST).

Here are 
some quick DST 
trivia ques-
tions for you: 
Did Benjamin 
Franklin invent 
it? Nope, it was 
just supposed to 
be a joke.

Do farmers love it? Nope. They 
opposed it.

Does it save energy? Not recently.
It is good for the economy? Nope.
Does it have health benefits for 

animals and humans? That’s a HUGE 
nope!

Feel free to do your own fun-fact-
checking on Daylight Saving Time – it 
has quite an interesting history.

So why do we have Daylight Saving 
Time? Don’t most people hate watching 
the sunset at 4 p.m. in the winter? And 
losing an hour of sleep has been proven 
that it isn’t good for a lot of reasons.

Setting aside the DST debate, for now, 
I want to dig a little deeper into this last 
fact. Sleep loss… Is it that big of a deal? 
It feels to me, that people understand the 
basics of needing around eight hours of 
sleep for optimal health, but that MANY 
people do not make it a priority. So, what 
happens if you are lacking sleep any-
way? What does all this sleepless fatigue 
result in? The answer is a lot of bad stuff.

First of all, it puts people in a sour, de-
pressed mood. Some studies have shown 
increases in suicide numbers after the 
switch. A greater number of workplace 
injuries happen, and scariest of all, 
the first Monday after daylight saving 
time sees a shocking 25% spike in heart 
attacks. So yeah, messing with an entire 
population’s biological clocks twice a 
year can have serious consequences.

The short-term consequences of 
sleep deprivation include poor judg-
ment, depressed mood, decreased abili-
ty to learn and retain information, and 
the increased risk of serious accidents 
and injury. While these are definitely 
in the bad column, what happens if you 
are chronically lacking sleep? I mean, 
how many of you are feeling tired 
multiple times a week, month, or heck- 
going on years of not getting enough 

Arts Center showcases K-12 
artists during Youth Art Month

BY JONI HUBRED
STAFF WRITER

Families, students, 
and teachers crowded 
into the Owatonna Arts 
Center Wednesday 
evening for an event 
celebrating young 
artists.

The opening recep-
tion welcomed works 
from Owatonna Public 
Schools K-12 students, 
which will be on dis-
play through March 27.

Standing proudly 
in the crowd, Aiden 
Klaehn pointed a re-
porter to his depiction 
of a tall tree with mul-
ticolored paper leaves 
attached to the branch-
es. He used a sponge to 
paint a blue sky.

The Washington 
Elementary second 
grader said he loves art 
because “I get to use my 
hands and to paint.”

His mother Shawna 
said Aiden’s interest in 
art is especially encour-
aging, because he has a 
hearing impairment.

“Him being able 
to express himself 
(through art) is a real 
plus for us,” she said.

Aiden’s artwork 
was among a handful 
chosen from around 500 
produced by Bridget 
Johnson’s K-5 students. 
Each year, she selects 
two to four entries 
from each section she 
teaches.

“I try to pick kids 
who really put their 
heart and soul in it,” 
she said.

Johnson mentions 
the show to her stu-
dents at the beginning 

johndoercpa.com

314 E. Main St.  |  Blooming Prairie
507-583-7528

685 W. Bridge St., Suite 6  |  Owatonna
507-451-9136

133 N. Broadway  |  New Richland
507-465-8100

Mark LennoxSee WIND on B9 ►

See DEPRESSED on B11 ►

STAFF PHOTO BY CHRIS BALDWIN
Newspaper clippings from the era reveal some of the 
history of the bootlegging operation located on a 
farm new Blooming Prairie. See BOOTLEGGING on B11 ►

STAFF PHOTO BY JONI HUBRED
Washington Elementary second grader Aiden Klaehn proudly stands near the tree 
art he created as part of the Owatonna Public Schools K-12 Art Exhibit. See K-12 on B9 ►

Steele Talkin’
ANDREA MARSHALL
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St. Mary's School 
Shining Knights

THIS FEATURE SPONSORED BY A PROUD ST. MARY'S ALUMNUS.

730 South Cedar Ave. Owatonna 
507-446-2300 
stmarys-owatonna.org

Student Name:

STELLA
4th Grade

Parents:
 

Eric & Tara

Gram is a very kind and caring student 
in our first grade classroom. He puts 
others first and is willing to help 
everyone. He leads by example with his 
listening skills, participation, and 
polite manners. He knows our class 
routines and gets started on tasks right 
away. Gram has a big heart and is 
always very thoughtful of his peers. 
Congratulations Gram on being our St. 
Mary’s School Shining Knight!

Stella is a shining knight in our 4th grade 
classroom! She has a bubbly, friendly 
personality that instantly brightens your 
day. Stella is a wonderful example of what 
it means to follow Jesus. She has such a 
wonderful heart and genuinely cares about 
her classmates as well as her teachers. She 
is friendly, kind, helpful, and a thoughtful 
friend to all. Stella is always prepared to 
lend a hand when needed. She is a creative 
thinker and avid sharer of what she is 
passionate about. Stella is always ready to 
give her best and work herway through a 
problem. She sets a terrific example to her 
classmates and shows everyone what it 
means to be a shining knight at our school!

Student Name:

GRAM
Grade: 1st Grade

Parents: Brian & Sarah
Grade:

 

Loken Excavation & Drainage 
your DRAINAGE PROJECT partner

WE CAN HELP YOU WITH:
Aggregate Products • Waterway Cleaning
All Excavation Projects • Hauling & Septic

Call DALLAS for your DRAINAGE needs!

550077--445511--22887733

3695 Hoffman Drive NW • Owatonna
loken@qwestoffice.net | Toll-free 855-298-2568

Life lessons in after-school classes
BY KAY FATE
STAFF WRITER

Hilary Birdsell has 
been teaching Family 
and Consumer Scienc-
es, or FACS, to sixth-, 
seventh- and eighth-
grade students at Owa-
tonna Middle School for 
almost seven years.

The course is a 
requirement for the 
two lower grades, and 
Birdsell admitted that 
some of those students 
aren’t very excited to be 
there.

So imagine her 
surprise when some 
of those same students 
signed up for the af-
ter-school enrichment 
class she’s teaching 
this month — a cooking 
class.

Enrichment is the 
key word: “These kids 
don’t have to be here,” 
she said. “They chose to 
do this.”

The majority of 
the participants are 
sixth-graders, since 
they’re not able to par-
ticipate in sports yet, 
but there was a healthy 
blend of all three 
grades.

The four-week 
classes, which also 
include American Sign 
Language, climbing 
club and personal 
safety/self-defense, 
are held each Monday 
from 2:50-3:50. After a 
two-year hiatus because 
of COVID, the classes 
quickly filled up, said 
Sean Hughes, the activi-
ties director at OMS.

“We reached out to 
staff to see what they’re 
willing to teach,” he 
said of what subjects 
were offered. “Then we 
let the parents know — 
they’re always told what 
the students chose, and 
what’s involved.”

This year, the classes 
are free, and judging by 
the looks on the kids’ 
faces — valuable.

COOKING CLUB
“Back in the day, 

there was an old … 
metaphor? … that a 
watched pot never 
boils,” Birdsell told 
her group of 24 young 
cooks, “so you’re going 
to put the lid on it and 
walk away.”

They were making 
bacon mac and cheese, 
done the old-fashioned 
way: boiling noodles, 
adding grated cheese 
and herbs, frying bacon 
and using some of the 
fat to make a roux with 
flour, milk and water.

“I think it’s a mixed 
bag,” Birdsell said of 
the varying skill levels 
in the kitchen. “I think 
during the pandemic, 
some of them had to 
step up and do some of 
the cooking.”

Eighth-grader Boldin 
Krause, who is taking 
the elective FACS class 
during school hours, is 
acting as Birdsell’s sous 
chef for the enrichment 
course.

“It’s just like, all 
these little things can 
come together and 
make this great end 
product,” Boldin said. 
“It’s just like science: If 
there’s too much or too 
little of something, it 
changes the result.”

That’s just what 
Birdsell likes to hear.

“They’re getting 
more comfortable in the 
kitchen, they’re getting 
more comfortable with 
themselves, they’re 
problem-solving,” she 
said. “They’re building 
relationships outside 
of class, because it’s a 
common interest. Ev-
erybody has memories 
about food, so it’s a bond 
— and they can take 
home what they learn.”

CLIMBING CLUB
Amanda Flohrs wait-

ed until after her class 
was over to talk about 
her young climbers — 
a wise decision when 
pre-teens are dangling 
dozens of feet in the air.

The climbing wall at 
OMS just went in last 
fall; she’s one of three 
physical education 
teachers who has been 
trained in all of the 
safety measures, and is 
able to train others.

Still, not all the stu-
dents have had a chance 
to scale the wall in gym 
class, so this is their 
first chance at it.

“It’s going really 
good,” Flohrs said. 
“We’re glad it fit in” to 
the enrichment sched-
ule, since getting into 
the gym can be difficult 
because of sports prac-
tices.

“Not all of the kids 
are gung-ho on joining 
athletics,” she said, 
“and they’re recogniz-
ing it’s not just a ‘gym’ 
activity.”

One of her stu-
dents has plans to go 
rock-climbing with his 
grandpa, Flohrs said, 
proving that it’s a skill 
that has few limits.

Like the kids in the 
cooking club, they’re 
building relationships, 

she said, “and they only 
met each other because 
of this class.”

PERSONAL SAFETY
“A lot of kids get ex-

cited about this because 
they think they’re 
going to learn karate,” 
said Tom Meagher, the 
STEM coordinator for 
the Owatonna School 
District.

He’s a third-degree 
black belt, but that’s 
definitely not the focus 
in his class of 20 stu-
dents.

Instead, he em-
phasizes awareness, 
avoidance, assertion 
and action as ways to 
protect themselves and 
others when trouble 
occurs.

“They just want to 

learn the action, but if 
you practice the first 
three, that can protect 
us from needing the 
action,” Meagher said.

“It’s not so much 
self-defense as personal 
safety; these kids are 
still at risk of abduc-
tion,” he said — not nec-
essarily from a stranger 
kidnapping, but getting 
out of situations they 
may have been manipu-
lated into.

“I stress to avoid 
isolation at all costs,” 
Meagher said. “There’s 
more to personal safety 
than learning how to 
fight,” though they will 
be taught how to use 
their feet and knees as 
“disrupters,” as well as 
some grappling.

The students are an 
equal mix of boys and 
girls, as well as grade 
levels.

Perhaps most import-
ant, he said, is teaching 
them all “to communi-
cate and to treat others 
with respect.”

AMERICAN SIGN 
LANGUAGE

Bridget Gilormini 
knew she was doing 
something right with 
just one question: “Is 
this class available at 
the high school?”

It’s not, but Gilormi-
ni, a speech/language 
pathologist at OMS, is 
considering offering a 
community ed class in 
ASL.

Though she’s not 
an interpreter, she has 
“foundational knowl-
edge of its use,” thanks 
to her work in college.

By the end of the 
four-week session, 
Gilormini’s students 
will have learned 200-
300 words, through fin-
ger-spelling and other 
gestures.

“They’re having so 
much fun,” she said, 
and learning a valu-
able skill: ASL is the 
third most commonly 
used language in the 
U.S., after English and 
Spanish.

Learning how to 
communicate is more 
than just the words; the 
students are also study-
ing the different facial 
expressions and body 
language used, as well.

Though only one of 
the students has a per-
sonal connection with 
the need to use ASL, it’s 
a way of life for up to a 
half-million people in 
the U.S. and Canada.

That simply adds to 
the value of the class, 
said Gilormini.

“There’s nothing as 
beautiful as hearing 
your own language,” 
she said.

STAFF PHOTO BY KAY FATE
Eleanor Studnicka, left, measures the milk needed for her group’s bacon mac and cheese, while Jaylin Kilwine 
scoops the shredded cheese they’ll need. Both are members of the Owatonna Middle School’s Cooking Club 
enrichment class.

STAFF PHOTO BY KAY FATE
Brielle Goodnature, right, puts the lid back on her group’s pan of boiling water 
after a brief boil-over incident. Kayla Pastika, left, kept her distance from the 
steaming pot. The sixth-graders are in the Cooking Club enrichment class at 
Owatonna Middle School.
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Thurs. Evenings, 7:30 
MMAARRCCHH  1122::  "GET LUCKY IN BP" 
11 am - 1 pm BAR & OFF-SALE SPECIALS
MMAARRCCHH  1199:: "CHILI COOK-OFF" 
5 - 7 pm LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS COMPETE
$5-Public invited to taste & vote
MMAARRCCHH  2266:: "HARVEY'S RETIREMENT PARTY" 
DRINK SPECIALS & MUNCHIES 3 pm to Close
AAPPRRIILL  99:: "CUSTOMER APPRECIATION DAY" 
"36” YEARS OF BUSINESS

(EVENT DETAILS & TIMES AVAILABLE AT THE BAR)

GREAT OPPORTUNITY TO OWN THIS HOMETOWN BAR / OFF-SALE.

CONTACT: REMAX VENTURE
STEPHANIE DIETZ CELL: 507-213-0622 OFFICE: 507-413-8100

I LOVE THIS BAR!

J & H   LIQUOR'S
340 E MAIN  ••  BLOOMING PRAIRIE

507-583-7557

MARCH 17
7 p.m.— Band 

Concert at High School

MARCH 21
7 p.m.— BP School 

Board Meeting

MARCH 22
10 a.m. — Online 

Storytime, BP Library

BLOOMING PRAIRIE

MARCH 18
11 a.m. — SEMCAC, 

Community Building

MARCH 21
11 a.m. — SEMCAC, 

Community Building

MARCH 23
11 a.m. — SEMCAC, 

Community Building

ELLENDALE/HOPE/GENEVA

MARCH 17-19
9 a.m. — North 

American Farm & 
Power Show, Four 
Seasons Centre

MARCH 19
1 p.m. — Jazz 

Groove, The Fore Most
6 p.m. — Owatonna 

Business Women — 
Woman of Achieve-
ment Banquet, Owa-
tonna Country Club

MARCH 21
7 p.m. — Medford 

Zoning Board Meeting, 
City Hall

MARCH 22
10 a.m. — Memory 

Café, History Center
10:30 a.m. — Online 

Storytime, Owatonna 
Library

4 p.m. — OPU 
Commission Meeting, 
OPU

5 p.m. — Steele 
County Board Meeting, 
County Admin Building

MARCH 25
3 p.m. — KOWZ 

Home & Recreation 
Show, Four Seasons 
Centre

OWATONNA/MEDFORD

Lenten benefit fish dinner 
in Owatonna Friday

The Knights of Co-
lumbus Lenten benefit 
fish dinner will be held 
from 5 to 7 p.m. Friday, 
March 18, at the KC 
Hall in Owatonna.

The “All you care 
to eat” dinner will be 
served in the KC Hall 
and in the Lounge and 
features baked and 
fried fish, whipped 
potatoes with country 

gravy, vegetable, roll, 
coleslaw, coffee and 
milk.

Cost is $13 in 
advance and $14 at the 
door, with children un-
der the age of 6 eating 
free. Advance tickets 
can be purchased from 
Knights of Columbus 
Council 945 or at the 
KC Hall, 820 S Elm 
Ave.

CERT is searching for volunteers, 
to begin new member class

When natural and 
human-caused disasters 
strike in a community 
the resulting damage 
can overwhelm local 
emergency responders 
and resources. They 
can interrupt transpor-
tation and utility and 
communication net-
works, leaving individ-
uals and neighborhoods 
isolated from outside 
support.

Community Emer-
gency Response Team 
(CERT) promotes a part-
nership between emer-
gency services and the 
people they serve. CERT 
volunteers take classes 
in disaster prepared-
ness, fire suppression, 
medical operations, 
light search and rescue, 
terrorism response, 
team organization and 
disaster psychology. 
Training requires 24 
hours of instruction.

In Steele County, 
CERT volunteers have 
responded to events 
including road closures, 
flooding, tornadoes and 
missing persons. Some 
tasks performed include 
sand bagging, road 
closures, door-to-door 
canvassing, damage 
assessment, searches, 
river gauge monitoring, 
sheltering, Holiday 
Train perimeter safety. 
Other events include 
opportunities for more 

training and drills.
As a volunteer, you 

participate in only those 
events you want to. Most 
importantly you will 
learn how to take care 
of yourself and family 
first in an emergency. 
You will meet some fan-
tastic people in CERT, 
and you will have a 
special bond with your 
classmates.

The next CERT class 

runs from March 29 
through April 26. If 
you are interested in 
joining the class, please 
call Bonnie Johnson at 
507-390-2385. All partic-
ipants that complete the 
class receive a free bag 
of CERT gear. You must 
be 16 years old and able 
to pass a background 
check to join CERT.

You must register 
through Community Ed 

in the spring/summer 
session. Call 507-444-
7900 to register. The 
classes are free.

Class Schedule: 
March 29, 31 and April 
5, 7, 12, 14, 19, 21 and 26. 
All classes are from 
6 p.m. to 9 p.m. on the 
third floor of the Owa-
tonna Fire Station.

To graduate all class 
sessions must be com-
pleted.

Senior Alliance to offer Advance Care Planning
Senior Alliance for 

Steele County will offer 
a free presentation ex-
plaining Advance Care 
Planning and Health 
Care Directives at 3 or 6 
p.m., Thursday, March 
31, at Trinity Lutheran 
Church, 609 Lincoln 
Ave., Owatonna.

Pat Heydon, coor-

dinator and trained 
facilitator for Honoring 
Choices Advance Care 
Planning for Faribault 
and Owatonna, will 
tell those attending the 
importance of health 
care directives and the 
importance of honoring 
one’s wishes for health 
care and treatment.

Persons of any age 
will find this presen-
tation of interest as a 
health care crisis or 
life-limiting diagnosis 
can happen at any age 
in life. Oftentimes an 
unforeseen incident 
will force health related 
discussions and quick 
decisions. Heydon will 

cover the process of 
writing your Health 
Care Directive while 
posing questions to help 
you determine the what 
if’s as it pertains to your 
care choices.

Admission is free to 
this to this informational 
session. Please RSVP to 
Melissa at 507-270-1450.

NAMI offers free mental health classes
The National Alli-

ance on Mental Illness 
Minnesota (NAMI) 
Minnesota has set up 
a wide variety of free 
online mental health 
classes for March and 
April, along with some 
in-person classes.

They include classes 
such as Hope for Recov-
ery, Family to Family, 

In Our Own Voice, 
Creating Caring Com-
munities, Ending the 
Silence, Understanding 
Early Episode Psychosis 
for Families, a suicide 
prevention class called 
QPR — Question, 
Persuade and Refer, a 
special QPR class for 
Agricultural Communi-
ties, and more.

The classes are 
designed for family 
members and caregiv-
ers, persons living with 
a mental illness, service 
providers, and also the 
general public. Find a 
complete listing of these 
classes and how to join 
in by going to namimn.
org and clicking on 
“Classes” or go straight 

to https://namimn.org/
education-public-aware-
ness/classes/scheduled/.

NAMI is a non-profit 
organization that works 
to improve the lives 
of children and adults 
with mental illness-
es and their families 
through its programs of 
education, support and 
advocacy.

BP groups host Veterans Memorial Raffle
Blooming Prairie is 

gearing up for Memorial 
Day.

Tickets are currently 
on sale for the Bloom-
ing Prairie Veterans 
Memorial Raffle to take 
place on Memorial Day, 

May 30.
The prizes include: 

first- 74 by 74-inch 
“Shenandoh” quilt 
pieced and quilted by 
Christine Butler; sec-
ond- $100 cash and third- 
$50 cash.

It’s not necessary to 
be present to win.

Tickets may be pur-
chased at the Service-
men’s Club Fox Hole, 
American Legion and 
Auxiliary and the Sons 
of the American Legion. 

People may also call 
Marilyn Meshke at 507-
583-2439 or Tom Peter-
son at 507-456-2017.

The raffle winners 
will be announced on 
Memorial Day at 12 p.m. 
at the Servicemen’s Club.

Parkinson’s group to meet March 22
The Parkinson’s 

Support Group will be 
meeting on Tuesday, 
March 22 from 2-3:30 
p.m. in the Gainey 

Room at the Owatonna 
Public Library.

This month’s speaker 
will be Edna Ringhofer, 
executive director of 

Healthy Seniors of 
Steele County. She will 
be sharing the support 
services they have 
available.

The group meets the 
fourth Tuesday of each 
month. It is open to all 
who have Parkinson’s 
and their caregivers.

Nomination deadline 
nears for Book  

of Golden Deeds
The Exchange Club 

of Owatonna will be 
holding the bi-annual 
Book of Golden Deeds 
Banquet on April 21. 
Nominations for this 
award are due by 
March 24.

The Banquet will be 
held at Torey’s upper 
level starting at 6 p.m. 
Guest Speaker will be 

Annette Duncan, pres-
ident of Steele County 
United Way.

Questions or for 
nomination forms 
contact Sharon Klein 
at 507-363-0143 or sha-
ronk1949@gmail.com. 
Nomination forms 
should be mailed to 
240 15th St SW, Owa-
tonna, MN 55060.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Steele County’s CERT team is searching for new members to join the effort in 
helping the community during crisis events.
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ORTHODONTIC SPECIALIST www.drdeborahlienorthodontics.comFREE CONSULTATIONSFREE CONSULTATIONS

132 2nd Ave NE
Blooming Prairie

583.6613
DDS, MBS

Dr. Deborah J LienDr. Deborah J Lien

Huskies advance to section finals 
after dumping Lakeville North

BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
SPORTS EDITOR

The Owatonna 
Huskies boys basketball 
team brought down 
the Lakeville North 
Panthers 83-66 last 
Saturday to advance 
to the Section 1AAAA 
championship game on 
Friday.

Owatonna battled 
foul trouble in the game 
with senior forward 
and all-time school 
scoring record holder 
Evan Dushek receiving 
his fourth foul just 20 
seconds into the second 
half.

However, on a night 
where Dushek was 
forced to sit on the 
bench longer than 
usual, it was the play 
of Huskies’ guard Ty 
Creger that Owatonna 
head coach Josh Wil-
liams said sparked the 
Owatonna offense.

“Ty was a stud 
tonight. I mean there’s 
no other way to put it… 
He was exceptional 
all night long. And we 
needed him to step up 
with Evan out dealing 
with foul trouble. I 
mean, 25 points, eight 
assists, zero turn-
overs… that’s a pretty 
damn good stat line,” 
said Williams.

Owatonna came out 
in its usual hot-shooting 
form and shot a blister-
ing 57.1% from the field 
while also knocking 
down 50% of its three-
point attempts in the 
first half.

Lakeville North was 
able to keep the game 
within double digits; 
however, it was the Hus-
kies who took a 41-32 
lead into halftime.

Coming out of 
halftime was where the 
game began to change 
for the Huskies.

Dushek recorded his 
fourth foul of the game 
just 20 seconds into the 
17-minute second half, 
and was forced to be 
taken off the court by 
Williams to protect his 
big man from fouling 
out.

With Dushek’s 
scoring and rebound-
ing presence being 
sorely missed in the 
paint, it was Creger and 
Williams who put on 
a scoring clinic to fill 
in for Dushek on the 
scoreboard.

Creger picked the 
right night to score a 
season-best 25 points 
while Williams contin-
ued his hot-streak with 
a team-high 29-point 

performance.
Both sides battled 

again in the second 
half; however, it was 
Owatonna that once 
again got the best of 

Lakeville North by 
outscoring the Panthers 
42-34.

Free throws and 
turnovers proved to be 
vital for the Huskies as 
Owatonna was more effi-
cient in both categories.

The Huskies con-
verted 18-24 free throws 
compared to Lakeville 
North’s mark of 9-18, 
while the Huskies also 
won the turnover mar-
gin with four turnovers 
to the Panthers’ 16.

Earlier in the week, 
Owatonna took home 
another win against 

Rochester Mayo 70-52.
The Huskies domi-

nated from the opening 
tipoff and more than 
doubled Mayo’s score at 
halftime, 41-20.

Owatonna proceed-
ed to close the game 
out in the second half 
and brought down the 
Spartans 70-52 behind a 
team-high 33 points by 
Evan Dushek.

Huskies fans can 
watch their team 
compete for the Section 
1AAAA championship 
at the Mayo Civic Center 
on Friday at 6 p.m.

Player Stats
vs. Lakeville North
	 P	 R	 A
B. Williams	 29	 9	 6
Creger	 25	 10	 8
Dushek	 15	 4	 0
Burmeister	 7	 2	 1
N. Williams	 3	 0	 0
Ginskey	 2	 3	 1
Hartman	 2	 0	 0
Vick	 0	 4	 0
vs. Mayo
	 P	 R	 A
Dushek	 33	 12	 1
B. Williams 	 18	 8	 8
Creger	 10	 7	 4
Burmeister	 4	 0	 2
N. Williams	 3	 2	 0
Vick	 2	 3	 2
Ginskey	 0	 4	 0
Hartman	 0	 1	 0

Huskies’ Dushek breaks 
school scoring record

BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
SPORTS EDITOR

Senior forward Evan 
Dushek became Owa-
tonna’s all-time leading 
scorer with 1,588 points 
after dropping 33 points 
against Rochester Mayo 
in the Section 1AAAA 
quarterfinal game last 
week.

Dushek scored 
33 points in the win, 
but only needed 12 to 
surpass former Husky 
Drew Lundberg’s mark 
of 1,565 points set back 
in the 2007 season.

The senior broke the 
mark in a way most 
Huskies fans have seen 
him score his points 

over the course of his 
career: on a drive to the 
basket.

It’s no secret that at 
six-foot-eight, Dushek 
is already a force to be 
reckoned with in the 
paint, but as teams have 
learned over the course 
of Dushek’s career 
with the Huskies, he’s a 
threat to score any-
where on the court.

Dushek added to 
his scoring title lead in 
his next game against 
Lakeville North last 
Saturday as well, drop-
ping another 15 points 
in Owatonna’s 83-66 
semifinal win at home 
to move the record to 
1,603 points.

Trailing close behind 
Dushek is fellow senior 
Brayden Williams, who 
currently sits in third 
place on the all-time 
scoring list with 1,468 
points.

Williams will need 
to score 98 points before 
the end of the season 
to surpass Lundberg’s 
1,565-point mark and 
enter into second place 
behind Dushek.

Dushek will look to 
further improve the 
record this week as he 
and the Huskies pre-
pare to face Farmington 
in the Section 1AAAA 
championship game at 
the Mayo Civic Center 
on Friday at 6 p.m.

STAFF PHOTO BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
Owatonna senior forward Evan Dushek focuses on the rim before a free throw 
attempt against Lakeville North. Dushek broke the Owatonna all-time scoring 
record last week by surpassing Drew Lundberg’s previous record of 1,565 points.

Four Huskies achieve All-Conference
Four Huskies from 

the unbeaten confer-
ence champion team 
have been named to the 
Big Nine All-Confer-
ence.

Brayden Williams, 
Evan Dushek, Ty Cre-
ger and Blake Burmeis-
ter of Owatonna were 
all selected as Big Nine 
All-Conference athletes 
last week.

Williams, Creger 
and Burmeister were 
selected to the team for 
their consistent play as 
guards, while Dushek 
was selected to the 
team for his scoring 

and rebounding prow-
ess as a forward.

The Huskies’ four 
selections are the most 
on the All-Conference 
roster and feature four 
of the Huskies’ five 
starting athletes.

Williams, Dushek 
and Creger receive 
this year’s honors as 
seniors while Bur-
meister will attempt to 

repeat the feat when he 
returns next year as a 
senior.

Owatonna’s four 
all-conference athletes 
will do their best to 
keep up their strong 
play when the Huskies 
head to the Mayo Civic 
Center on Friday for 
the Section 1AAAA 
championship game 
against Farmington.

Burmeister WilliamsDushekCreger

STAFF PHOTO BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
The Owatonna Huskies student section erupts after the 
Huskies nail a three-point shot against the Lakeville 
North Panthers. Huskies fans had plenty to cheer about 
in Owatonna’s 83-66 semifinal win over Lakeville North.

STAFF PHOTO BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
Owatonna senior guard Ty Creger passes the ball as he crosses the key against Lakeville North. Creger had a season-best 25 points in the 
Huskies’ 83-66 win against the Panthers last Saturday.
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Owatonna 
Adaptive 

Hockey 
Team.

Go 
Fight 
Win!

Go 
Fight 
Win!

JESSICA GOING

CONGRATLATIONS CONGRATLATIONS 

JESSICA! JESSICA! 
WE ARE 

SO PROUD OF YOU. 

LOVE GARY & CHARLENE

Mon-Fri 7 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Good Luck 
at State Emilee! 
Go Huskies

Way to go, Huskies!
Special congratulations to the Owatonna Adaptive Floor Hockey team 

on qualifying for this week's state tournament!
They will be competing at Bloomington Jefferson on Friday and Saturday. 

Members of the Owatonna Adaptive Floor hockey team include: 
back row, from left: Coach CW Wolfe, Isabel Ihrke, Jesse Fonner, Chloe Talley, Javelle Higgs, Ryan Gander, Head Coach John Scheil and Coach Kyle Burns; 

front row: Emilee Moffett, Alexis Talley, Josiah Aviles, Joseph Poole, Kyle Goergen, Jessica Parsons and Kerryn Keller.

To learn more about GrandPad
call (800)704-9412 or visit GrandPad.net

Easy as 1-2-3

To learn more about GrandPad

Older adults can simply:
1. Communicate with family
2. Stay entertained
3. Achieve tech-confi dence

“I love GrandPad, 
it’s given Mom so 

much independence 
and it’s so easy for 
her to use at age—

almost 95!”

Huskies adapted floor hockey state-bound
BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS

SPORTS EDITOR

The Owatonna 
Huskies adapted floor 
hockey will compete 
at the Minnesota State 
High School League 
(MSHSL) state tourna-
ment at Bloomington 
Jefferson High School 
on Friday, March 18 
after upsetting No. 3 
White Bear Lake in 
the Section 1A cham-
pionship game as a 
six-seed.

The section title 
brings Owatonna back 
to the state tourna-
ment for the first time 
in four years.

“There was a ton 
of excitement. When 
it was all said and 
done after the White 
Bear Lake game, the 
kids were so excited 
that now we get to go 
do this bigger, cooler 
thing than just a nor-
mal game. Personally, 
I was ecstatic,” said 
Owatonna head coach 
John Scheil.

The Huskies fin-
ished the regular sea-
son with a 2-5 overall 
record. However, the 
team strung together 
two section wins when 
it counted to make its 
run to the state tour-
nament.

Owatonna will look 
to earn its second 
adapted floor hockey 
state title, after having 
won the tournament 
back in 2004.

However, according 
to Scheil, winning 
state is not the Hus-

kies’ only objective at 
the tournament.

“I’m so happy that 
our five seniors get to 
experience the state 
tournament. Some of 
them have been there 
before, but others 
have not and it’s just 
so incredibly cool that 
they get to end their 
careers in such a big 
way.”

Senior leadership 
at the tournament 
will come from center 
Javelle Higgs, for-
wards Ryan Gander 
and Jessica Parson, 
and defensemen Ker-
ryn Keller and Chloe 
Talley.

When asked about 
a game plan for the 
tournament, Scheil 
said that all he’s asked 
of his team is that they 

go out, compete hard 
and find ways to put 
shots on net.

“We have a couple 
of kids who can score 
really well. Above and 
beyond that, this has 
been the best year for 
us in terms of growth. 
We’ve developed great-
ly as a team over the 
course of the season.”

After eight years at 
the helm of the adapt-
ed floor hockey team, 
Scheil will look to take 
his athletes to the top 
of the Class A ranks 
and earn his first state 
title as Owatonna’s 
head coach.

Fans can watch the 
Huskies compete at 
the state tournament 
at Bloomington Jef-
ferson High School on 
Friday at 6:30 p.m.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Owatonna’s adapted floor hockey players are making 
their best performances when it matters most. 
Despite a 2-5 record, the Huskies qualified for this 
week’s state tournament in Bloomington. The team 
consists of 12 players.
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NFL 
quarterback 

carousel  
in full swing

Over the course 
of the past two 
weeks, one 
of the biggest 

topics amongst sports 
fans has been the chaos 
of the quarterback car-
ousel currently going 
on in the NFL.

It seemed like 
months that we had to 
listen to rumors of the 
fate of the Packers’ fran-
chise as Aaron Rodgers 
played pigskin-politics 
in deciding where he 
wanted to take his 
talents.

Ultimately, much to 
the chagrin of Vikings 
and Bears fans alike, 
Rodgers decided that he 
will be staying put in 
Green Bay, albeit for a 
handsome payday.

While it is currently 
unconfirmed, initial 
rumors said that Rod-
gers would be sticking 
around Green Bay for 
another for years to the 
tune of $200 million.

However, Rodgers 
signing in Green Bay 
is honestly the least 
surprising move of the 
off-season so far.

Possibly the biggest 
move to date has been 
Russell Wilson being 
traded to Denver for 
draft picks, tight end 
Noah Fant and quarter-
back Drew Lock.

It appeared Wilson’s 
tenure in Seattle came 
to a close after tensions 
with the front office 
boiled over regarding 
Wilson’s financial fu-
ture with the team.

Wilson will be step-
ping into an already 
loaded AFC West Con-
ference with the likes 
of the Chiefs, Chargers 
and Raiders.

Also on the move was 
former Colts quarter-
back Carson Wentz, 
who will likely suit up 
as the first-ever Wash-
ington Commanders 
quarterback next fall.

Since being drafted 
second overall by the 
Eagles in 2016, Wentz 
has been hindered by 
injuries and inconsis-
tent play.

While many may 
view signing Wentz 
as a gamble, I like the 
Commanders taking 
a chance on Wentz’s 
potential.

Wentz will step into 
a freshly rebranded 
team with a revigorated 
fanbase and hope to fol-
low suit by reviving his 
career and proving the 
doubters and nay-sayers 
wrong.

Not yet on the move 
at the time of press, but 
potentially finding their 
way to new homes are 
Raiders’ quarterback 
Derek Carr and Vi-
kings quarterback Kirk 
Cousins.

Rumors have been 
swirling that Carr 
could be traded to the 
Colts after Wentz’s de-
parture; however, I find 
this unlikely as it would 
not make sense for the 
Raiders to give up a 
viable starting quarter-
back after Denver just 
upped its offense.

Such a move would 
likely put the Raiders 
out of contention in the 
AFC West and put them 
in a harsh position for a 
rebuild.

As for Cousins, 
rumors have connected 
the Vikings’ passer to 
the Seahawks and Colts 
as potential suitors.

While the Vikings 
front office has come 

Williams earns Big Nine Coach of the Year
BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS

SPORTS EDITOR

Owatonna boys 
basketball head coach 
Josh Williams earned 
Big Nine Coach of the 
Year honors last Thurs-
day after the Huskies 
finished the regular 
season 24-2 overall with 
a perfect 22-0 in-confer-
ence record.

Williams and his 
squad only lost two 
regular-season games 
to non-conference 
opponents Robbinsdale 
Armstrong and Park 
of Cottage Grove, with 
both losses coming by a 
combined total of eight 
points.

“It’s taken a lot of 
hard work to get to this 
point, but I say it a lot, 
‘You’re only as good 
as who you surround 
yourself with.’ And that 
goes for both coaches 
and players,” said 
Williams.

Williams will look 

to make it back-to-
back state tournament 
appearances with his 
Huskies squad this 
season as the team 

prepares for the section 
finals against Farming-
ton at the Mayo Civic 
Center on Friday at 6 
p.m.

Aside from leading 
the boys team to a 
perfect in-conference 
record, Williams has 
seen plenty of team and 
individual athletes’ 
success over the course 
of the year.

The Huskies’ perfect 
in-conference record 
earned the team its 
seventh Big Nine 
Conference title in 
school history, while 
the team’s overall and 
in-conference records 
are the best since the 
2006-2007 season when 
the Huskies went 25-3 
overall and 15-2 in-con-
ference.

As for individual 
player accomplish-
ments, Williams saw 
his son, Brayden, score 
his 1,000th point against 
Park of Cottage Grove 
in January while 
also coaching senior 
forward Evan Dushek 
all the way to breaking 
the Owatonna school 
record for points with 

1,603 and counting.
According to Wil-

liams, this season has 
been unlike any other 
year he has seen in his 
19 years of being Owa-
tonna’s head coach, and 
he and the Huskies are 
confident that this year 
is their year to make a 
state title run.

Williams said that 
he believes that his 
team’s biggest strength 
is its ability to create 
on offense, even noting 
that some nights he 
only has to call a couple 
of plays while for the 
most part letting his 
athletes run the offense 
themselves.

Owatonna fans can 
watch the Huskies face 
Farmington on Friday 
at the Mayo Civic Cen-
ter at 6 p.m. in hopes of 
witnessing their team 
punch its ticket to the 
state tournament be-
ginning on Wednesday, 
March 23 at the Target 
Center.

Steele Sports
JOHNNIE PHILLIPS

Panther girls fall in section semis
BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS

SPORTS EDITOR

The NRHEG Pan-
thers were defeated 
70-64 by Lake Crys-
tal-Wellcome Memori-
al (LCWM) in the Sec-
tion 2AA semifinals 
last week to officially 
end the Panthers’ 2021-
2022 season.

NRHEG’s record 
was finalized at 20-
10 overall and 13-3 
in-conference after the 
result.

“I am incredibly 
proud of this team and 
all that they have ac-

complished. Through-
out the whole season, 
they battled and 
never gave up. They 
showcased that again 
tonight,” said NRHEG 
head coach Onika 
Peterson. “Going into 
halftime down by 10 
with LCWM hitting 
big shots the easy way 
out would have been to 
give up. We never did, 
they battled until the 
last second… which is 
something I have wit-
nessed all year long.”

Despite a strong 
offensive start for the 
Panthers, LCWM was 

able to take a 10-point 
lead into halftime 
behind a blistering 
40-point first half.

After making ad-
justments at halftime, 
the Panthers returned 
to the court and bat-
tled in the second half, 
but were unable to 
close the 10-point gap.

The Panthers 
managed to outscore 
the Knights 34-30 in 
the second half, but 
ultimately fell 70-64 to 
the Knights at the final 
buzzer.

Senior captain 
Sophie Stork put on 

a show in her final 
game as a Panther, and 
put up a team-high 30 
points in the loss.

Stork also led the 
team in rebounds with 
seven to go with one 
assist, one steal and 
one block.

The Panthers will 
miss Stork’s presence 
on the court next sea-
son, but will be happy 
to return all 10 other 
players on the roster.

Peterson said that 
she is proud of Stork’s 
hard work and leader-
ship over the course 
of her career as a Pan-

ther. She added she is 
excited to see how her 
team comes back and 
develops next season.

The Panthers will 
be a senior-heavy team 
next year as five of the 
returning 10 athletes 
will be seniors.

Player Stats
vs. LCWM
	 P	 R	 A
Stork	 30	 7	 1
S. Schultz	 11	 5	 3
F. Nielsen	 8	 5	 0
Jacobson	 6	 1	 2
P. Nielsen	 6	 2	 0
VanMaldeghem	 3	 4	 0
H. Schultz	 0	 4	 0
Murray	 0	 2	 0

STAFF PHOTO BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
Owatonna head coach Josh Williams talks to seniors 
Brayden Williams, Ty Creger and Connor Ginskey 
in a huddle during a break in the game. Williams 
received Big Nine Coach of the Year honors last week 
after leading the Huskies to 26-2 overall and 22-0 in-
conference records.

Grunwald caps Huskies 
career with state title

BY JOHNNIE 
PHILLIPS

SPORTS EDITOR

As the end 
of the win-
ter sports 
schedule 

draws near, a mo-
ment from the sea-
son that will stand 
out forever in Owa-
tonna sports history 
is Rian Grunwald’s 
114-pound state title 
at the Minnesota 
State High School 
League state meet.

Not only did 
Grunwald take 
home the first girls 
state title for Owa-
tonna High School 
by accomplishing 
the feat, but she 
also made Min-
nesota wrestling 
history by becom-
ing the first-ever 
girls champ at 114 
pounds.

“I think it was a 
moment of realiza-
tion that everything 
that I had ever 
worked for paid off. 
It was an exciting 
moment to share 
with my coaches and 
teammates,” said 
Grunwald.

Grunwald’s 
storybook path to 
achieving Minneso-
ta wrestling immor-
tality involved more 
than just dominant 
wins, it also took 
adjustments and a 
winning mentality 
to put her atop the 
podium.

After taking 
second place to 
Aitkin’s Madelyn 
Strohmayer at the 
Pine Island Girls 
Tournament back in 
February, Grunwald 

and Owatonna head 
coach Derek John-
son knew that they 
may face Strohmay-
er again at the state 
meet.

As fate aligned 
itself, Grunwald and 
Strohmayer both 
qualified for the 
state meet with dom-
inant performances 
at sections and eyed 
one another at the 
opposite side of the 
114-pound bracket.

After Grun-
wald beat Sauke 
Center-Melrose’s 
Lanna Walter and 
Strohmayer defeat-

ed New Prague’s 
Destiney Lofton in 
the semifinals, the 
two were slated to 
meet again in the 
state championship 
with the season on 
the line.

“For her, it was 
state title or bust. 
We were completely 
on the path to gold 
for her. We knew the 
adjustments that we 
had to make after 
the loss at Pine Is-
land, and we drilled 
them constantly at 
practice in case they 
met again… she exe-
cuted the game plan 

perfectly when it 
counted,” said Owa-
tonna head coach 
Derek Johnson.

Back in February 
at the Pine Island 
Girls Tournament, 
Grunwald found 
herself on the 
wrong side of a 6-4 
decision loss against 
Strohmayer, and 
was forced to stand 
in second on the 
podium after a hard-
fought tournament.

This time around, 
the senior left no 
doubt as to who the 
top 114-pounder in 
the state was.

Grunwald execut-
ed her shots per-
fectly and rode out 
her opponent with 
multiple near-fall at-
tempts en route to a 
dominant 10-2 major 
decision win.

Smiles and 
cheers were abun-
dant as Grunwald 
ran over to Johnson, 
who lifted his senior 
captain up and 
paraded her around 
the mat for a full 
Xcel Energy Center 
crowd to marvel 
at her accomplish-
ment.

The state title 
win may have been 
Grunwald’s last go 
around in a Huskies 
uniform, however, 
the senior is slated 
to continue her 
wrestling career 
at the University of 
Wisconsin, Steven 
Point next season.

“It was a moment of realization that everything  
that I had ever worked for paid off.”

Rian Grunwald
State Wrestling Champion

STAFF PHOTO BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
Owatonna senior captain Rian Grunwald secures three near-fall points as she attempts to pin her 
opponent in the state championship match. Grunwald did not get the pin, but walked away as 
Minnesota’s first-ever 114-pound girls state-title winner with a dominant 10-2 major decision win.

See STEELE SPORTS on B7 ►

SPORTS
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Weight shift works  
to King’s benefit at SDSU

BY BARBARA 
BOXLEITNER

CONTRIBUTING WRITER

The move to a heavi-
er weight class worked 
to Cade King’s benefit.

The Owatonna High 
School graduate had 
a 14-9 record in the 
184-pound class for the 
South Dakota State 
University wrestling 
team.

“He’s gotten bigger. 
He’s gotten stronger. 
It suits him a little 
better,” South Dakota 
State head coach Da-
mion Hahn said. “He’s 
wrestling the best we’ve 
seen him.” 

The junior compet-
ed in the 174 class the 
previous two seasons, 
compiling a 10-10 mark 
last year and a 9-19 one 
as a true freshman. 

He said the coach 
asked him to move to 
the heavier class. “I’m 
a lot happier,” he said. 
“They’re a bit stron-
ger. At 174 I felt pretty 
strong. Now I’m kind of 
average, if not smaller.”

King had a sea-
son-best five-match 
winning streak during 
January and won nine 
of 12 matches from 
Jan. 15 to Feb. 20. He 
won a 13-6 decision 
over his Maryland 
opponent to start the 
streak. Eight of the 
victories were by 
decision.

Included in the 
streak was an upset 
victory over his 
ranked Missouri 
opponent during the 
team’s away win. 
They were tied 4-4 at 
the end of regulation, 
and King prevailed 
6-4 with a takedown 
for the sudden death 
victory. 

“That was a big 
confidence booster. 
I don’t need to go 
out there and do 
anything special,” 
he said. “I’ve found a 
consistency. I’ve been 
the aggressor, always 
moving forward. 
They’re having to 
react to what I’m 
doing. I’m moving 
my hands, moving 
my feet.”

He also cited a bet-
ter mental approach. 

“Coming in relaxed, not 
tense and be confident 
in my training,” he 
said. 

King was confident 
heading into the Big 
12 Conference champi-
onship, where he was 
seeded fifth and hoping 
to earn a bid to the 
NCAA Championship. 
But he was eliminated 
after losing matches by 
5-2 and 4-2 decisions, 
respectively.

MEN’S BASKETBALL
Former Huskie 

Nolan Malo has been 
named to the all-Min-

nesota Intercollegiate 
Athletic Conference 
second team. The Gus-
tavus Adolphus College 
senior finished 10th in 
the conference with 
6.1 rebounds per game. 
He had a 11.9 scoring 
average, second on the 
squad.

MEN’S INDOOR TRACK
Owatonna alumnus 

Braydon Kubat ran the 
lead leg of the Universi-
ty of Minnesota Duluth 
distance medley relay 
that placed third and 
scored at the Northern 
Sun Intercollegiate 

Conference Champion-
ship. 

Blooming Prairie 
resident Steven Miner 
tied for third in the 
high jump at the NSIC 
Indoor Challenge. The 
University of Sioux 
Falls senior scored by 
jumping 6 feet, 2 inches.

Barbara Box-
leitner is a corre-
spondent focused on 
providing updates 
on college athletes 
from the area. She 
may be reached at 
jdanddoc@gmail.
com.

out saying that they 
still have confidence in 
Cousins’ ability to lead 
the offense, it would not 
be surprising to see the 
Vikings make a move if 
the price is right in my 
opinion.

Regardless, there is 

still plenty of action to 
come in the 2022 quar-
terback carousel and 
NFL fans looking for 
some football entertain-
ment can feel free to 
follow the action on my 
Twitter at JohnnieP_
SCT as I attempt to keep 
up with the chaos.

Medford on short end 
in triple digit blow out
BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS

SPORTS EDITOR

Maple River topped 
triple digits on the 
scoreboard in a one-sid-
ed 107-44 win against 
Medford last week.

The loss for Medford 
officially ends the Ti-
gers’ 2021-2022 season 
with an overall record 
of 1-26 and an in-confer-
ence record of 0-18.

The game got out of 
hand fast for the Tigers 
with the Eagles jump-
ing out to a dominant 
63-16 lead at halftime.

Medford had shown 
over the course of 
the season that it is a 
team that can score 
second-half points in 
bunches. However, 
there was no chance of 
a comeback for the Ti-
gers against the Eagles 
offense.

While Medford 
added 28 more points 
to finish with 44, Maple 
River scored 44 more 
points to top the 100-
mark for the first time 
on the season.

Despite the loss, 
Medford was rather 
effective from inside 
the arc and shot 64.7% 
on its two-point shots.

The difference in the 
game for Maple River 
came from points off of 
turnovers and offensive 
rebounds.

Medford gave up 
23 turnovers over the 
course of the game, al-
lowing Maple River to 

have extra possessions 
and second-chance 
points on offense.

Leading the Tigers 
in scoring was junior 
Austin Erickson, who 
had 17 points in the 
game.

Medford had strug-
gled against the Eagles 
all season with the 
first-place Eagles squad 
winning all three of the 
two teams’ meetings.

Maple River took 
home a decisive 96-44 
win against Medford 
on the road in Decem-
ber before totaling the 
Tigers 94-20 at home in 
January leading up to 
last week’s game.

The Tigers knew 
it was going to be a 
tall task going into 
the game against the 
Eagles, who only lost 
one conference game 
against Hayfield in 
January and came into 
the game on a six-game 
winning streak.

The final loss puts 
an end to the Tigers’ 
season, as head coach 
Steve Boehning will 
look to move forward 
and continue to shift 
Medford’s culture in a 
positive direction for 
next season.

Player Stats
vs. Maple River
	 P	 R	 A
Erickson	 20	 5	 2
Grayson	 9	 6	 3
Jones	 5	 1	 1
Buck	 4	 0	 0
Paulson	 3	 1	 2
Sutcliffe	 3	 2	 1

Bluejays eliminate 
NRHEG from playoffs
BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS

SPORTS EDITOR

Waseca officially 
ended NRHEG’s 2021-
2022 season after the 
Jays edged the Pan-
thers 69-64 to elimi-
nate NRHEG from the 
section playoffs.

The loss moves 
NRHEG’s overall 
record to 15-11 to finish 
the season.

“We played an OK 
first half and had a 
good second half, but in 
the end, it wasn’t quite 
enough for our season 
to keep going on. In the 
first half, I thought we 
had some good looks in 
the lane for shots and 
just missed them, but 
we also turned the ball 
over too much. Our 
defense was OK for the 
most part, but they had 
guys make shots from 
the outside with hands 
in their faces,” said 
NRHEG head coach 
Isaiah Lundberg.

The missed shots 
and turnovers piled up 
fast for NRHEG as the 
Panthers fought to stay 
close with the Bluejays 
in the first half.

Waseca jumped out 
to a 32-18 lead at half-
time as a result, while 
the Panthers tried to 
regroup at halftime.

In the second half, 
NRHEG found the 
answer for its offensive 
woes and went on to 
score 46 points, but it 
was still not enough to 
catch Waseca.

The Bluejays put to-
gether a 37-point second 
half, and while they 
were outscored by nine 
points, the Bluejays 
still managed to win 
thanks to its 14-point 

lead at halftime.
“In the second half, 

we got down by as 
much as 18 before we 
started to get back into 
the game. We got more 
good looks and this 
time we made them. We 
also did a much better 
job of getting fouled 
and going to the free-
throw line. We ended 
up getting the lead 
down to four points a 
couple of times in the 
second half… but we 
just ran out of time.”

The majority of 
the Panthers’ scoring 
came from its big three 
consisting of seniors 
Porter Peterson and 
Tyrone Wilson, as well 
as sophomore Daxter 
Lee.

Wilson led the 
Panthers with 22 points 
and 13 rebounds, while 
Peterson added 20 
points and five assists, 
and Lee recorded 18 
points.

Also scoring two 
points to round out the 
score for NRHEG were 
Jack Olson and Jaxon 
Beck with two points 
each.

“I just want to finish 
with how proud I am 
of not only my seniors 
for their hard work, but 
also for this team that 
never quit at any point 
during the season, al-
ways found a way to get 
back into games, and 
usually took the lead 
in these situations,” 
Coach Lundberg said.

Player Stats
vs. Waseca
	 P	 R	 A
Wilson	 22	 13	 0
Peterson	 20	 0	 5
Lee	 18	 0	 0
Olson	 2	 6	 0
Beck	 2	 0	 0

COURTESY DAVE EGGEN- INERTIA SPORTS MEDIA
Cade King of Owatonna has piled up a record of 14-9 for South Dakota State 
University. He wrestled in the 184-pound class.

◄ STEELE SPORTS from B6

NFL quarterback 
carousel in full swing

SPORTS

GOOD LUCK
TIGERS!
Moving Kids

Forward

THE MEDFORD 
SCHOOL 

IS PROUD OF YOU!

THE MEDFORD 
SCHOOL 

IS PROUD OF YOU!

GOOD LUCK 
TO ALL OUR 

TIGER TEAMS!

POLY PAK PLASTICS 
MEDFORD  

1-800-856-9864

MICHAEL
BISHMAN

HOME OF THE 
HONEST 

MECHANICS!

1125 S. Oak Ave. • Owatonna
507-431-4576

www.Honest1Owatonna.com

Mon-Fri 7 a.m.-6 p.m.

Brick-Meger Funeral Home

Medford Funeral Home

PROUDLY SERVING
STEELE COUNTY

 &
m e g e r c a r e s . c o m

5 0 7 . 4 5 1 . 1 4 5 7

If you've ever called Jensen 
Heating, AC & Plumbing for any 
work, you already know they're 

the best around and why 
Amana recommends them.
104 Central Ave N, 

Geneva, MN
507-256-4712

Lerbergs 
Fitness Center

& Car Wash

118 5th Ave
Ellendale, MN
507-684-2471

Steele County's Oldest Grocery Store!

Sunday

GO PANTHERS!!GO PANTHERS!!

507-684-9422
Ellendale

507-583-4472
583-2296
Blooming Prairie

Good Luck Blossoms!

Serving
Southern 

Minnesota & 
Northern Iowa

Blooming Prairie Branch
236 East Main St.    507.583.6627   usbank.com

Member FDIC

Blooming
Prairie
Branch

USBANK.COM vandalsfamilymarket.com

Hours: 8 am - 7 pm 
7 Days a Week

AREA SPORTS BOOSTERS
These businesses and organizations are proud supporters of the Steele County Times’ expanded county wide 

sports coverage. We wish all local teams the best success throughout the season.  
Go Blossoms, Go Tigers, Go Huskies and Go Panthers!

Moving kids forward

Good Luck 
This 

Season Teams!
From the 

Owatonna 
Bus Company

623 6th Street SE
Blooming Prairie

507-583-7001
www.sportstitch.net

Blossom Logo Wear
One Stop Shop

AMESBURY
TRUTH
.com

Moving kids forward

Good Luck
This Season Teams!

From the
Blooming Prairie

Bus Company

Carl R. Peterson
Jill Lindeman

236 E Main St.  PO Box 66●

Blooming Prairie, MN 55917

Office (507) 583-7971

Fax (507) 583-7147

Cell (507) 383-3988

rrinsllccarl@gmail.com

Carl R. Peterson
Jill Lindeman

236 E Main St.  PO Box 66●

Blooming Prairie, MN 55917

Office (507) 583-7971

Fax (507) 583-7147

Cell (507) 383-3988

rrinsllccarl@gmail.com

Friday, March 18th

Knights of Columbus Council 945
The Columbian Center-820 South Elm- Owatonna
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  Employment Connection
STEELE COUNTY TIMES

www.mbtbank.bank | Member FDIC

Career Opportunities:
 

Teller / Retail Banker
Hayfield, MN

 
Teller / Retail Banker

Dodge Center, MN

Scan the code with your cell phone camera
to learn more about these positions or view
all open positions.

MBT Bank is an Equal Opportunity Employer and all qualified applicants will
receive consideration for employment without regard to race, color, religion,

sex, national origin, age disability status, veteran status or any other
characteristic protected by law.

No nights or weekends

Professional Growth  Opportunities

Matching 401K & Profit Sharing

Comprehensive Benefit Package
including health/dental/vision/PTO

Benefits Include:

And More!

Are you energetic, enjoy building customer
relationships and want to join a great team?

Look no further than MBT Bank! 

Are YOU the ONE?
 Come join us!

Formerly Farmers & Merchants State Bank of Blooming
Prairie & Citizens State Bank of Hayfield

OWATONNA FOUNDATION 
is seeking an

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
SUMMARY: The Executive Director reports directly to the Owatonna Foun-
dation’s Executive Board and is responsible for the consistent achievement 
of the organization’s mission, vision, annual financial and strategic objec-
tives, and overall leadership of the Owatonna Foundation organization.  The 
Executive Director will focus on the priorities of fund and stakeholder devel-
opment, strategic and resource development, and community engagement.  
Other key duties include the hiring, performance management, and reten-
tion of all team members.

This position requires strong leadership and communication skills, a prov-
en ability to build relational connectedness, demonstrated qualities as a 
strategic and systematic thinker, documented experience in the successful 
execution of fund strategies, program development, and proven skills in ac-
tive, involved volunteer leadership and programs.

Highly qualified candidates will have knowledge of and experience with 
dynamic forces that are reshaping communities, the nonprofit sector, and 
the work of community foundations.  A successful candidate will possess 
many of the following skills and characteristics.

•  Bachelor’s degree and 10+ years of effective leadership in business, 
non-profit industry and/or community development highly preferred.

•  Excellent oral, written and interpersonal communication skills.
•  Proven ability to foster relational connectedness with organizations and 

stakeholders.
•  Must excel at strategic and systematic thinking, be open to new perspec-

tives and more effective and efficient ways to do things; and be creative, 
visionary, and manage innovation well.

•  Results and growth oriented with demonstrated success in operating a 
financially sustainable organization.

•  Experience mentoring teams and refining structures and systems to sup-
port an organization’s operating results and impact.  

•  Flexibility and ability to adjust activities and priorities and take on new or 
delegate responsibilities.

•  Adept at fostering equity through building relationships and teams inclu-
sive of diverse perspectives and lived experiences.  

•  Able to prioritize, develop and implement work plans, creatively problem 
solve and exercise good judgment.

•  A proven track record in raising private contributions is necessary.
•  Discreet and impeccable moral and ethical conduct.
•  Maintain local public office space and able to be reached by phone 

during regularly schedule hours.
•  Highly engaged in the community life of Owatonna.
•  30 hours per week, working days are Monday through Wednesday and 

Fridays.
Compensation package based on qualifications and experience.  Range 

$55,000 to $65,000.

Please submit your resume to delanasevier@spherion.com  
For more information, please contact Delana at (507)451-3400.

Application deadline is March 20, 2022.

STEELE  
COUNTY TIMES
411 E. MAIN STREET
BLOOMING PRAIRIE
MINNESOTA 55917

109 W. ROSE ST
OWATONNA

MINNESOTA 55060

507-583-4431
OWATONNA (#1)

BLOOMING PRAIRIE (#2)

PUBLISHER
RICK BUSSLER

EDITOR
DEB FLEMMING

SPORTS
JOHNNIE PHILLIPS

NEWS 
KAY FATE

HOWARD LESTRUD
CHRIS BALDWIN

JONI HUBRED

BLOOMING PRAIRIE  
OFFICE MANAGER
SHERRIE PECHAN

OWATONNA 
OFFICE MANAGER
CHARLENE WOLFF

SALES 
CALEB BUSSLER
WYONNE PRIEBE

Your hometown 
news.

Anywhere. 
Anytime.

News
Sports

Obituaries
Features & More

Hometown news 
that makes 

a difference.

Need help
    finding workers?
Need help
    finding workers?

Let our company help you locate 
employees… we have great options 

for employment ads to attract 
potential employees in Steele and 

Dodge counties as well as the 
surrounding areas.

One ad hits 67,100 viewers/readers

CONTACT:
Charlene Wolff for pricing and more information

at 507-583-4431 or cwolff@steelecountytimes.com.

ADVERTISING THAT WORKS HARD FOR YOU!

Wyonne Priebe

507-456-4299 • wpriebe@steelecountytimes.com

Contact us today and see  
what makes advertising in the  
Steele County Times a great  
fit for your advertising needs.
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Healing Arts debuts four new artists
BY CHRIS BALDWIN

STAFF WRITER

The Owatonna Arts 
Center Healing Arts 
Program will feature a 
quartet of new artists 
this spring season. 
Their works will be on 
display at the hospital 
in Owatonna from 
March until June.

Each artist’s works 
offer a unique experi-
ence for the viewer and 
each artist has a story 
to tell which lends 
itself to their creations. 
Mady Boison, Jenna 
Hestekin, Patricia 
Dunn Walker, and 
Tamsin Barlow will 
have their art featured 
throughout the hospi-
tal.

Boison, born and 
raised in Owatonna, 
specializes in interest-
ing portraits. “I don’t 
know if I consider 
myself a professional 
artist, but I guess I 
would say I’m a serious 
artist,” Boison said. 
She first began taking 
a serious approach 
towards art after she 
was laid off from her 
job during the peak of 
the pandemic.

“I had this itch to 
create,” Boison recalls. 
“I call my style of art 
intuition art because I 
don’t use sketches and 
I don’t use references, 
I get myself into a flow 
state and let myself 
create and I about art 
sometimes as a lan-
guage, it’s a universal 
language really.”

Now back to work, 
Boison continues to 
create her intriguing 
profiles of faces drawn 
up from her memory. 
“My goal has never 
been photorealistic. I 
want to capture some-
thing that a camera 
can’t and I think the 
simplistic nature of 
my art is relaxing,” 
Boison explained. “I 
always think what can 
I accomplish in the 
least amount of brush-
strokes.”

“All of my pieces 
are portraits and all of 
them are very color-
ful, color can mean 
so much more I feel,” 
Boison said of her 
work. “I like to think 
of my paintings as 
memory Xeroxes. Like 
a memory of a face of a 
face although all of my 

portraits are probably 
deep down of someone 
I’ve met before.”

Barlow, meanwhile, 
works with landscapes 
and has a more realis-
tic approach while also 
adding a bit of creative 
abstraction to her 
works. “I was born in 
California and I grew 
up on the west coast,” 
she said of herself. She 
now lives in Rochester.

“I originally trained 
as a science teacher 
and I always wanted 
to try to art rat but I 
wasn’t sure if I could 
support myself,” Bar-
low explained. “A few 
years ago, I decided 
that I wanted to see if I 
could do it and it’s been 
so much work and so 
much fun that I wished 
I would have done it 
sooner.”

Inspired by scenes 
of nature, Barlow 
wants to bring the 
serenity she finds in 
those spaces to her 
audience. “I love to 
hike a lot and I love the 
outdoors,” she said. “I 
wanted to capture that 
same joy and feeling.”

“I use a photo that 
I’ve taken and then I 

enhance it with how I 
felt,” Barlow explained 
of her process. “A plain 
picture doesn’t give 
you as much info as 
your eyes do and so I 
have to remember that 
one I’m painting.”

Like all of her fellow 
artists, Barlow is 
glad to be able to take 
people out of their 
doldrums and bring 
a little joy to their 
everyday lives. “Noth-
ing gives me more 
pleasure than to be 
surprised that anyone 
likes what I do. I hope 
it makes them happy,” 
she said.

Artist Patricia Dunn 
Walker uses paint 
to compose abstract 
images complete with 
found media such as 
street fliers. “I’m total-
ly addicted and really 
enjoy found paper from 
different sources,” she 
said, “it’s memories 
from my trips or my 
home or people I know 
will bring me some-
thing to use.”

“My art doesn’t 
strictly represent real 
objects,” Walker ex-
plained of her unique 
and colorful composi-
tions. “Although I do 
often find myself walk-
ing the line between 
the abstract and the 
representational.”

In her years as an 
artist, Walker says 
that her style has 
changed as she has 
grown. “People start 
out making art often 
trying to represent 
what is in their world 
and I’d say that now 
with my art I am hop-
ing that I can speak to 
things about the world 
and my hope for the 
future.”

“Art can be a 
life-changing force for 
the better of humanity 
and I’ve thought of peo-
ple who have gotten my 
paintings and whether 
they feel soothed or 
relaxed,” Walker said. 
“I think it’s wonderful 
to get this art out in 
front of people.”

Walker said that 
she has noticed art in 
places like the Mayo 
Clinic before and un-
derstands the healing 
power that an image 
can carry. “I would 
say it’s very engaging 
and if you can look at 
something and you’re 
really intrigued by it 

than that art has done 
a wonderful job.”

Returning for her 
second appearance is 
Wisconsin-based artist 
Jenna Hestekin. Her 
scratchboard artwork 
was featured in the 
winter season and now 
her wire sculptures 
will be featured in this 
season. “This is my 
second time displaying 
my artwork for the 
Healing Arts program, 
and I am happy to 
share a very different 
medium,” she said.

“Animals are my 
main inspiration, as 
they’re always been an 
important part of my 
life,” Hestekin said. 
“In my sculptures, I 
am able to portray the 
gestures and moods, 
whether it’s an expres-
sion of joy, happiness, 
silliness, strength, 

power, or even danger. 
I love capturing the at-
titudes of the animals I 
sculpt.”

“A heartfelt thank 
you to the marvelous 
Healing Arts program 
not only for inviting 
me to share my work, 
but for bringing the 
arts into the healing 
process of patients 
and their families,” 
Hestekin said. “It is an 
honor to take part in 
this program.”

All four of these tal-
ented and unique art-
ists and their creations 
are currently featured 
in the Healing arts ex-
hibit at the Owatonna 
hospital. Their works 
will help patients, fam-
ilies, and healthcare 
workers through their 
day by providing them 
an outlet of escape and 
serenity.

of the school year. The 
younger ones often 
don’t understand what 
it’s all about until 
they see the exhibit in 
person.

“I’m just glad we 
can have an open 
house again,” she said, 
noting last year’s was 
canceled because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
“It’s really exciting.”

Owatonna High 
School art teacher 
Brian Kuehn said his 
students are a little less 
jazzed about the event. 
They’re used to seeing 
their art on public dis-
play in cases outside the 
high school art room.

He sets the bar pretty 
high for the Arts Center 
display, considering not 
only technical skill but 

also composition and 
creativity.

“This is my 36th year 
teaching art,” Kuehn 
said. “I just tell the kids, 
you’ve got to impress 
a 58-year-old man. I’ve 
seen everything.”

The greatest benefit 
of getting students in-
volved in art, he said, is 
that they discover their 
voice. Kuehn believes 
his job is to help them 
find the 4-year-old who 
enjoyed art before peo-
ple started telling them 
what art should be.

“After that, they 
learn an artist is just 
someone who makes 
art. They learn they can 
fall back in love with art 
again,” he said.

Fostering that love 
is why the Owatonna 
Arts Center hosts the 

annual exhibit during 
National Youth Art 
Month, founded in 1961 
to stress the importance 
of children’s partici-
pation in art. Dozens 
of pieces in a range of 
styles and media cover 
the walls, rest on pedes-
tal displays and in glass 
cabinets.

“We’re honored to 
do this, it’s important,” 
Creative Director Sil-
van Durben said. “Art 
is important, it’s about 
critical thinking, explo-
ration, and creativity.”

The exhibit is open 
during gallery hours, 
1-5 p.m., Tuesday-Sun-
day. You’ll find the 
Owatonna Arts Center 
at 435 Garden View 
Lane. To learn more, 
call 507-451-0533 or visit 
oacarts.org.

Next on the schedule, 
Lennox said, will be 
public scoping meetings 
to discuss the project, 
which will likely be held 
in April. He added that 
it is anticipated these 
meetings will be held 
in-person.

After the scoping 
meetings, a full envi-

ronmental review of the 
project will be conduct-
ed and there will be ad-
ditional public meetings 
and an opportunity for 
the public to submit 
comments to the PUC.

If all goes as expect-
ed, Lennox said, the 
plan could get PUC 
approval by late 2022. 
The company would 

begin construction in 
the spring of 2023 with 
an anticipated comple-
tion date of December 
2023.

When operational, 
he said, the electricity 
generated will be sold 
to Great River Energy, 
a group of electric coop-
eratives that includes 
Steele-Waseca Coopera-

tive Electric headquar-
tered in Owatonna.

Lennox said the 
project is a $400 
million investment 
in Steele and Dodge 
counties. Among the 
short-term benefits, 
he said, will be 870 
construction jobs. Post 
construction, he said, 
NextEra will spend 

approximately $8.5 
million annually to 
operate and maintain 
the site. That figure, 
he said, includes $3.3 
million going to local 
business in the coun-
ties, $500,000 going to 
wage and benefits for 
at least six employees 
at the site and 23 total 
workers in the coun-

ties with an average 
wage of $75,000, $6 mil-
lion estimated direct 
and ripple effect in an-
nual activity, including 
$180 million over the 
life of the project and 
$1.2 million in labor 
annually.

The project has an 
expected 30 to 35-year 
lifespan, he said.

Artist Jenna Hestekin’s wire sculpture work. Hestekin 
was previously featured for her scratchboard art and 
will return again as part of the Healing Arts exhibit.

Artist Patricia Dunn Walker paints while outdoors. Walker is one of four artists 
featured in the Healing Arts program for the spring season.

Dodge County Wind project is back on track
◄ WIND from B1

SIMON FAMILY PHOTO
William Simon, a first grader at Lincoln Elementary, displays his entry in the K-12 
Art Exhibit. He said he had fun creating the print by cutting designs into pieces of 
Styrofoam, then dipping them in paint and printing the hat and mittens on paper. 

Arts Center showcases K-12 
artists during Youth Art Month
◄ K-12 from B1
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When you’re driving these days, it’s pretty 
hard to get lost because your smartphone’s 
Global Positioning System (GPS) can get you 
just about anywhere. And as an investor, you 
can have a similar experience by employing 
another directional tool – a personalized fi-
nancial strategy.

Let’s look at the parallels between your GPS 
and this type of strategy.

To begin with, your GPS pinpoints your exact 
location at the start of your trip – in other 
words, it tells you where you are. And when 
you create a financial strategy, your first step 
is to evaluate your current situation by an-
swering these types of questions: What are 
your assets? How much do you earn? How 
much do you owe? How much are you con-
tributing to your IRA, 401(k) or other retire-
ment accounts? Once you’ve got a clear pic-
ture of your finances, you’ll be ready to begin 
your journey toward your long-term goals. 

Once your GPS has identified your starting 
point, it will then show you where you want 
to go and the routes to help you get there. 
And it’s the same with your financial strategy 
– you want it to help lead you to a particu-
lar place in your life. In fact, a well-designed 
strategy can show you the steps you need to 
take to help reach more than one destination 
– to a place where you can send your children 
to college, a place where you can retire com-
fortably, a place where you can leave the type 
of legacy you want, and so on.

Here’s another element of your GPS that ap-
plies to your financial strategy – the warnings. 
You’re certainly familiar with those thick red 
lines your GPS shows to indicate traffic slow-
downs ahead. And while they’re annoying, 
they’re also useful in cautioning you that you 
may arrive at your destination later than you 
had originally planned. Your financial strategy 
can also express “warnings” about events that 
could hinder you from reaching your goals. 
These obstacles might include an illness or 
disability that could keep you out of work for 
a while, or the need for some type of long-
term care, such as a nursing home stay or the 
services of a home health aide. Your financial 
strategy can not only identify these threats, 
but with the guidance of a financial profes-
sional, suggest potential solutions. 

In addition to providing warnings about things 
such as heavy traffic and road construction, 
your GPS can change your route if you miss 
a turn or if you decide, for whatever reason, 
to go a slightly different way. Your financial 
strategy can also show you alternatives, if it’s 
comprehensive and overseen by a financial 
professional, who, using specialized software, 
can create hypotheticals – illustrations that 
provide alternative outcomes for different 
steps, such as retiring at various ages, invest-
ing different amounts each year or earning 
different rates of return. These hypotheticals 
can be quite helpful to you as your chart your 
course toward your goals, especially if you 
need to change your plans along the way.

Your GPS and your financial strategy are two 
great tools for helping get you where you 
want to go.
This article was written by Edward Jones for use by your 
local Edward Jones Financial Advisor. 

Use your financial  
strategy like GPS

edwardjones.com
Member SPIC

Jeffrey M. Hall
Financial Advisor

143 W. Bridge St.
Owatonna, MN 55060
507-446-0150
jeffrey.hall@edwardjones.com

To learn more, call today.

The minimum deposit to open an account and earn the Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is $1,000.00. 
The APY is effective January 17, 2022. Interest is compounded quarterly. 

A substantial penalty may be imposed for early withdrawal. 
Commercial, Institutional, or Brokered Funds not eligible. 

30 Months - .70% APY*
51 Months - .85% APY*

ORTHODONTIC SPECIALIST
DDS, MBS

Building

Healthy 

Smiles

drdeborahlienorthodontics.com

507-583-6613
nd132 2  Ave NE  |  Blooming Prairie

FREE CONSULTATION

Dr. Deborah Lien

Exchange Clubs donate to Hospitality House
The Exchange Club 

of Steele County in 
collaboration with 
the Exchange Club of 
Owatonna, and the 
Moonlighters Ex-
change Club of Owa-
tonna presented the 
Hospitality House of 
Owatonna with finan-
cial, household, and 
personal item dona-
tions from respective 
club members during 
the Steele County 
meeting March 4 at 
the VFW in Owatonna.

The collective 
financial donations 
amounted to $750.

The Hospitality 
House offers tempo-
rary and emergency 
accommodations for 
men who are tran-
sitioning through 
homelessness.

Tips for 
anxious 

gardeners

This time of year, the 
weather loves to tease us 
into thinking spring has 
arrived. But we all know 
that we have at least 
one more snowstorm to 
get through. Gardeners 
are getting the itch to 
be outside and get those 
hands dirty. The smell of 
dirt the first time in the 
greenhouse in the spring 
is the best!

One way to help with 
those anxious feelings 
is to start seeds indoors. 
I know many of you 
do that, but I thought I 
would share some tips 
on how to be successful 
at the task.

First of all, you 
need to assemble some 
equipment to get you 
started. Seeds are the 
first requirement. If 
you are purchasing 
name brand seeds you 
can be assured they are 
good quality, however, 
if you are buying “off 
brand” seeds, and the 
varieties are the same 
for any given flower or 
vegetable there should 
not be any difference 
in the quality of the 
plants. There is a lot of 
information on the back 
of those seed packets, so 
read them carefully for 
things like days until 
germination, how deep 
to plant them among 
other things. There 
are many options for 
containers for you to 
use. From buying the 
cadillac of seed trays 
to recycled take out 
containers, use what 
you are comfortable 
with. One requirement 
is that the container has 
drainage holes. It is best 
to start seeds in smaller 
individual pots rather 
than using a larger pot 
with multiple seeds in 
it. The roots tend to get 
tangled and are likely to 
be injured during trans-
planting. If you don’t 
have grow lights, select 
the sunniest window in 
your home, but not the 
windowsill, that tends 
to be colder right near 
the window. Your seeds 
like heat to germinate. 
A soiless mix is the best 
medium for you to use, 
it is sterile, lightweight 
and free from weed 
seeds.

When do I start my 
seeds? That is a very 
common question and 
my answer is, it

depends on what you 
are starting. It is also 
important to know the 
last predicted frost date 
for our area, which is 
May 15. But I remember 
one Memorial Day that 
we had snow!

Tomatoes are likely 
to be on your list, 
March 27 —April 17 is 
the timeframe to start 
them. Peppers should 
be started around April 
3, keep in mind pepper 
seeds take a while to 
germinate. Tomatoes 
and peppers should be 
set out in the garden a 
couple of weeks after 
that May 15 date. Those 
are the most popular 
garden plants in our 
gardens. Some seeds, 
like lettuce, spinach, and 
radishes can be directly 
sown into the garden in 
late April depending on 
the weather.

The University of 
Minnesota has some 
great fact sheets of in-
formation on seed start-
ing if you would like 
more information. Go 
to this website: exten-
sion.umn.edu — yard 

Mastering
Gardening
LORRIE RUGG 

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Exchange Club members load household and personal items for the Hospitality House. Securing the load 
include, from left: Dean Schuette, Dallas Ketchum, Bruce Kubicek and Dan Wolfe. They represent the three 
Exchange Clubs in the area, except for Wolfe who is with the Hospitality House.

411 E. Main St • Blooming Prairie • 507-583-4431

STEELECOUNTYTIMES.COM
See TIPS on B11 ►

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Several Exchange Clubs in the area teamed up to provide donations to the 
Hospitality House of Owatonna. Involved in the presentation included, from 
left: Dan Wolfe, Hospitality House board director; Sharon Klein, Exchange Club 
of Owatonna vice president and Lakes & Prairies District Exchange Division 4 
director; Tim McManimon, Hospitality House board director; Ashley Von Ruden, 
Hospitality House program manager; Dean Schuette, Exchange Club of Steele 
County board director; Randy Sobrack, Exchange Club of Steele County board 
director; Rhonda Guthier, Moonlighters Exchange Club of Owatonna and Lakes 
& Prairies District Exchange secretary; and Katie Smith, Exchange Club of 
Owatonna and Moonlighters Exchange Club of Owatonna member, and Lakes & 
Prairies District Exchange vice president and volunteer field representative. 
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sleep? Well, my tired 
and grumpy friends, 
let’s take a look at what 
is probably happening 
to you… a lack of sleep 
can lead to a host of 
health problems includ-
ing obesity, diabetes, 
heart disease, and even 
early death. Yikes! 
Those are definitely in 
the bad column!

So if you are admit-
tedly in the I’m tired, 
grumpy, and need to 
get more sleep category, 
what are some things 
you can do to get a good 
night’s rest?

First off, if you are 
like many people, you 
may need to put tech-
nology away sooner at 
night. Personally, I was 
scrolling through my 
phone far past my bed-
time. In the past year, 
I switched to reading 
a book before bed and 
while that may not be a 
solution for everyone, it 
has been a huge win for 
me! It relaxes me and I 
am falling asleep much 
quicker. Other solutions 
to poor sleep include: 

blackout blinds, which 
eliminate the light in the 
room, keeping a routine 
of waking and sleeping 
around the same time 
each day, avoiding too 
much caffeine or alcohol 
before sleeping, and get-
ting a good workout in 
during the day have all 
been proven strategies to 
help improve sleep.

Although many 
problems with sleep can 
be dealt with through 
changes in routines or 
the sleep environment, 
sometimes a behavior 
change is not enough. 
If you are having a 
particular problem with 
sleep that goes on for 
some time, you might 
want to talk with a sleep 
specialist.

Sleep specialists 
are trained to evaluate 
you for sleep disorders. 
If you have a sleep 
disorder, it is important 
to get treatment. Sleep 
disorders are usually 
long-term problems and 
may lead to other health 
problems.

Sleep like many 
health habits requires a 

person to first be aware 
of their habits, and then 
make the necessary 
changes to feel better. So 
take a pause here and 
think about your sleep 
habits for a moment 
and ask yourself how 
much sleep am I getting 
on average, what is the 
quality of the sleep you 
get, and how is this 
affecting you?

It may only take some 
small changes in your 
lifestyle, or it may take 
talking to a doctor that 
results in big wins for 
you. But the science 
behind it suggests it will 
most definitely have 
huge health benefits. 
So… sleep well my tired, 
grumpy friends, and 
wake up to a healthier 
and happier life!

Andrea Marshall is 
a health educator with 
Steele County Public 
Health in Owatonna. 
Steele Talkin’ is a reg-
ular column featuring 
authors representing 
various organizations 
throughout Steele 
County.

pressed by the Blooming 
Prairie brewers. “What 
happened is they found 
a perfect site for a still, 
they had a marsh there 
and two ways in and out,” 
Wencl explained. “After 
being approached the 
owner finally gave in and 
let them rent the proper-
ty and set the still up in a 
barn.”

For local residents, the 
industry was a commu-
nal one and even kids 
helped the bootleggers. 
“You could make 3 cents 
if you brought the empty 
bottles to them and a 
nickel if it still had a cork 
in it, and a nickel was a 
lot of money back then,” 
Wencl said.

“This became like a 
community project for 
about 85% of the people. 
You were either doing 
something, or drinking 
it,” Wencl explained of 
how the operation grew 

among locals. “There was 
a small percentage that 
didn’t of course.”

Trips to Wisconsin 
sometimes resulted in 
a local resident riding 
along for company and 
to look more casual as 
they passed authorities 
on the road. “You might 
ride along with them to 
Wisconsin and then on 
the way back it would be 
a different driver,” Wencl 
said. “They were more 
than glad to have you 
ride along. It was a good 
disguise.”

Names like Albert 
Wanous, Albert Cole, and 
Stub Jacobson repeatedly 
pop up in newspaper clip-
pings from the era. These 
were some of the main 
players in the Blooming 
Prairie operation which 
involved that large still. 
“They put all of it togeth-
er at night,” Wencl said. 
“The Feds decided to raid 
Blooming Prairie on New 

Year’s Eve 1929.”
“They sent 18 Federal 

officers into Blooming 
Prairie and they caught 
eight people,” Wencl 
explained before jok-
ing. “They really put 
the screws to Blooming 
Prairie, two old guys 
out of the house and two 
women.” One individ-
ual happened to walk 
in during the raid and 
already had a warrant for 
his arrest.

Although this was an 
illegal operation, many 
of the stories and events 
read now like comedy, 
including the story of one 
man who was chased all 
over Blooming Prairie 
and escaped by merely 
walking away from his 
car.

This would all come 
crashing down in June 
of 1932 when 45 people 
were indicted for alleged 
liquor conspiracy, three 
of which were from 

Blooming Prairie. Still 
raids were done in Wis-
consin and by October 
of 1933 charges were 
filed for Wanous and 
Jacobson. Wanous was 
fined $200 and Jacobson 
was already in prison for 
hauling alcohol.

Of course, even after 
Prohibition was repealed 

the bootlegging and dis-
tilleries continued. “Good 
cheap whiskey was still 
hard to find right away 
so they stayed in busi-
ness,” Wencl said. Now, 
the history has almost 
disappeared and all that 
remain are old stories 
and newspaper and police 
reports from the era.

NEWS

www.ackermanaccounting.com 
lisa@ackermanaccounting.com 
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Higher education is im-
portant to many people and 
it’s often expensive. Whether 
it’s specialized job training 
or an advanced degree, there 
are a lot of costs associated 
with higher education. There 
are two education tax credits 
designed to help offset these 
costs - the American op-
portunity tax credit and the 
lifetime learning credit.

Taxpayers who paid for 
higher education in 2021 
can see these tax savings 
when they file their tax 
return. If taxpayers, their 
spouses, or their depen-
dents take post-high school 
coursework, they may be 
eligible for a tax benefit. To 
claim either credit, taxpayers 
complete Form 8863, Educa-
tion Credits, and file it with 
their tax return.

These credits reduce the 

amount of tax someone 
owes. If the credit reduces 
tax to less than zero, the 
taxpayer could even receive 
a refund. To be eligible to 
claim either of these credits, 
a taxpayer or a dependent 
must have received a Form 
1098-T from an eligible ed-
ucational institution. There 
are exceptions for some 
students.

Here are some key things 
taxpayers should know 
about each of these credits.

The American opportuni-
ty tax credit is:

• Worth a maximum 
benefit of up to $2,500 per 
eligible student.

• Only available for the 
first four years at an eligible 
college or vocational school.

• For students pursuing a 
degree or other recognized 
education credential.

• Partially refundable. 
People could get up to 
$1,000 back.

The lifetime learning 
credit is:

• Worth a maximum ben-
efit of up to $2,000 per tax 
return, per year, no matter 
how many students qualify.

• Available for all years 

of postsecondary education 
and for courses to acquire or 
improve job skills.

• Available for an unlimit-
ed number of tax years.

Taxpayers can use the 
Interactive Tax Assistant tool 
on IRS.gov to figure out if 
they’re eligible for either of 
these credits.

Tax credits that can help cover higher ed costs

Source: IRS

TAX GUIDE
2022

Isabella Heiber
Senior

The Blossom of the Month is sponsored by this community booster:

MARCH BLOSSOMS OF THE MONTH
Blooming Prairie High School

Wyatt Magnuson 
th8  Grade

The junior high student of the month is Wyatt Magnuson, who is in 
eighth grade. Her favorite class is gym. “I get to do sports and try 
something new and be active,” she said. 
Some comments shared by Wyatt’s teachers include: 
• “Wyatt comes to class with the materials needed to learn and never 
complains about what is expected of him. He is respectful and attentive 
when it is time to learn. He is enjoyable to teach.”
• “Wyatt likes FFA and 4-H especially when dealing with animals, 
especially sheep.”
• “Wyatt is a kind and courteous student who is very helpful and strives to 
do his best.”
His special interest is playing video games. Wyatt has a sibling, Oliva, 
who is 8 years old. He also has three dogs: Sparky, Lucky and Lady.

The senior high student of the month is Isabella Heiber, who is a senior. 
Her favorite class is art because “it’s fun, relaxing and a nice way to be 
creative.”
“Bella Heiber is a ball of energy and positivity,” said one of her teachers. 
“She makes others better just by being around them.”
Other teachers added these comments about Isabella:
• “I love that Bella is her own person. She follows her own path.”
• “Bella does a great job working in class. She �nds new and inspiring 
work. Keeps her work area clean and often takes on extra work to help 
others.”
Isabella’s special interests are art, music and cheer. She has three siblings: 
Lexi, 31; Sydney, 26 and Jamison, 10.

Your one-stop shop for Blossom logo wear

623 6th Street SE Blooming Prairie • 
507-583-7001 www.sportstitch.net • 

Here’s how to snap out of a sour, depressed mood

◄ DEPRESSED from B1

and garden news. 
Johnny’s Seeds has 
a great Seed Start-
ing Date Calculator 
on its website, with 
a chart on when to 
start many different 
varieties of flowers 
and vegetables.

Lorrie Rugg is 
the coordinator of 
the Master Gar-
dening program 
for Steele and 
Rice counties. She 
may be reached at 
brow3298@umn.
edu or 507-444-7687.

Tips for 
anxious 
gardeners
◄ TIPS from B10

A bootlegging lesson minus the booze
◄ BOOTLEGGING from B1

STAFF PHOTO BY CHRIS BALDWIN
Steve Wencl of Blooming Prairie delivers a presentation 
on Steele County’s Prohibition history last Thursday 
evening at the History Center in Owatonna.
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PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICE NO-
TICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE 
THE RIGHT TO VERIFI-
CATION OF THE DEBT 
AND IDENTITY OF THE 
ORIGINAL CREDITOR 
WITHIN THE TIME PRO-
VIDED BY LAW IS NOT 
AFFECTED BY THIS AC-
TION. NOTICE IS HERE-
BY GIVEN: That default 
has occurred in the con-
ditions of the following de-
scribed mortgage: DATE 
OF MORTGAGE: April 30, 
2013 ORIGINAL PRINCI-
PAL AMOUNT OF MORT-
GAGE: $138,775.00 
MORTGAGOR(S): Lan-
ny Louks, A Single Man 
MORTGAGEE: Mortgage 
Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., acting sole-
ly as nominee for Ameri-
can Mortgage and Equity 
Consultants, Inc. TRANS-
ACTION AGENT: Mort-
gage Electronic Registra-
tion Systems Inc. MIN#: 
100867104377691779 
SERVICER: Carrington 
Mortgage Services, LLC 
LENDER: American 
Mortgage and Equity 
Consultants, Inc. DATE 
AND PLACE OF FILING: 
Steele County Minne-
sota, Recorder, on April 
30, 2013, as Document 

No. A000391091. AS-
SIGNED TO: Wells Fargo 
Bank, NA by an Assign-
ment of Mortgage dated 
05/13/2014 and recorded 
on 05/16/2014 as Docu-
ment No. A000397022. 
WILMINGTON SAVINGS 
FUND SOCIETY, FSB, 
as Trustee of STANWICH 
MORTGAGE LOAN 
TRUST K by an Assign-
ment of Mortgage dated 
04/05/2021 and recorded 
on 04/05/2021 as Docu-
ment No. A000435379. 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
OF PROPERTY: Lot 13, 
in Block 1, Hartle Addition, 
Owatonna, Minnesota. 
PROPERTY ADDRESS: 
402 18TH STREET SW, 
OWATONNA, MN 55060 
PROPERTY I.D: 17-
243-0113 COUNTY IN 
WHICH PROPERTY IS 
LOCATED: Steele THE 
AMOUNT CLAIMED 
TO BE DUE ON THE 
MORTGAGE ON THE 
DATE OF THE NOTICE: 
One Hundred Thirty-Two 
Thousand Four Hundred 
Seventy-Four and 82/100 
($132,474.82) THAT no 
action or proceeding has 
been instituted at law to 
recover the debt secured 
by said mortgage, or any 
part thereof; that there 
has been compliance with 
all pre-foreclosure notice 
and acceleration require-

ments of said mortgage, 
and/or applicable stat-
utes; PURSUANT, to the 
power of sale contained in 
said mortgage, the above 
described property will be 
sold by the Sheriff of said 
county as follows: DATE 
AND TIME OF SALE: 
10:00AM on May 5, 2022 
PLACE OF SALE: Steele 
County Sheriff`s Office, 
in the Law Enforcement 
Center, 204 Pearl Street 
East, Owatonna, Minne-
sota 55060 to pay the 
debt then secured by said 
mortgage and taxes, if 
any actually paid by the 
mortgagee, on the prem-
ises and the costs and 
disbursements allowed 
by law. The time allowed 
by law for redemption by 
said mortgagor(s), their 
personal representa-
tives or assigns is 6.00 
months from the date of 
sale. If Mortgage is not 
reinstated under Minn. 
Stat. Section580.30 or the 
property is not redeemed 
under Minn. Stat. Sec-
tion580.23, the Mortgagor 
must vacate the property 
on or before 11:59 p.m. 
on November 5, 2022, or 
the next business day if 
November 5, 2022 falls 
on a Saturday, Sunday or 
legal holiday. “THE TIME 
ALLOWED BY LAW FOR 
REDEMPTION BY THE 

FORECLOSURE
MORTGAGOR, THE 
MORTGAGOR’S PER-
SONAL REPRESENTA-
TIVES OR ASSIGNS, 
MAY BE REDUCED TO 
FIVE WEEKS IF A JU-
DICIAL ORDER IS EN-
TERED UNDER MIN-
NESOTA STATUTES, 
SECTION 582.032, DE-
TERMINING, AMONG 
OTHER THINGS, THAT 
THE MORTGAGED 
PREMISES ARE IM-
PROVED WITH A RESI-
DENTIAL DWELLING OF 
LESS THAN FIVE UNITS, 
ARE NOT PROPERTY 
USED IN AGRICULTUR-
AL PRODUCTION, AND 
ARE ABANDONED.” Dat-
ed: March 2, 2022 WILM-
INGTON SAVINGS FUND 
SOCIETY, FSB, as Trust-
ee of STANWICH MORT-
GAGE LOAN TRUST K 
Randall S. Miller and As-
sociates, PLLC Attorneys 
for Assignee of Mortgage/
Mortgagee Edinburgh 
Executive Office Center, 
8525 Edinbrook Cross-
ing North Suite #210 
Brooklyn Park, MN 55443 
Phone: 952-232-0052 
Our File No. 21MN00163-
1 A-4742432 03/02/2022, 
03/09/2022, 03/16/2022, 
03/23/2022, 03/30/2022, 
04/06/2022

3/2T6

OFFICE OF THE  
MINNESOTA 

SECRETARY OF STATE
CERTIFICATE OF 
ASSUMED NAME

Minnesota Statutes, 
Chapter 333

The filing of an assumed 
name does not provide a 
user with exclusive rights 
to that name. The filing 
is required for consumer 
protection in order to en-
able customers to be able 
to identify the  true owner 
of a business.

ASSUMED NAME: Koda 
Living Community

PRINCIPAL PLACE OF 
BUSINESS: 2255 30TH 
ST., NW Owatonna, MN 
55060 USA

NAMEHOLDERS: 
Name: Benedictine 
Living Community 
Owatonna

Address: 6499 UNIVER-
SITY AVE NE, SUITE 
300, MINNEAPOLIS MN 
55432 United States

By typing my name, I, the 
undersigned, certify that I 
am signing this document 
as the person whose sig-
nature is required, or as 
agent of the person(s) 
whose signature would 
be required who has au-
thorized me to sign this 
document on his/her be-

half, or in both capacities.  
I further certify that I have 
completed all required 
fields, and that the infor-
mation in this document 
is true and correct and in 
compliance with the appli-
cable chapter of Minneso-
ta Statutes.  I understand 
that by signing this docu-
ment I am subject to the 
penalties of perjury as set 
forth in Section 609.48 as 
if I had signed this docu-
ment under oath. 

SIGNED BY: Janel Paul-
son

MAILING ADDRESS: 
6499 UNIVERSITY AVE 
NE SUITE 300 MINNE-
APOLIS MN 55432

EMAIL FOR OFFICIAL 
NOTICES: janel.paul-
son@benedictineliving.
org

Work Item 
1291839900021

Original File Number 
1291839900021

STATE OF MINNESOTA
OFFICE OF THE SEC-

RETARY OF STATE 
FILED

01/25/2022
/s/ Steve Simon 

Secretary of State
3/17T2

NOTICE

952.934.1525 • ChanhassenDT.com  

NOW PLAYING!

 Proof of Covid vaccination or negative  
test required. Mask use required.

CUT LOOSE 
to the rockin’ rhythm of its  

super-charged Top 40 score!
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Less is better when it come to schools
BY PEGGY BENNETT

It has been a busy 
time at the Capitol with 
mostly committee work 
again, hearing bills that 
will be considered for 
future passage. I will 
share a few highlights 
below.

We have been hear-
ing a lot of education 
related bills over the 
past few weeks in the 
education committees 
I serve on. There have 
been quite a few pro-
posed state mandates 
for schools among these 
bills, some funded and 
some not. (Mandates 
mean that all Minneso-
ta public schools would 
be required to comply 
without local choice or 
opt out.) 

Two recent state 
mandate proposals that 
we heard in our educa-
tion policy committee, 
which I would like to 
make you aware of, con-
cern requiring certain 
classwork and instruc-

tion for all Minnesota 
students. I have linked 
the actual bill language 
below for your perusal. 
I would appreciate hear-
ing your feedback on 
these proposed require-
ments.

Though I believe 
some statewide man-
dates are necessary, 
I am of the mind that 
less is better, especially 
when it involves our 
schools and children. I 
believe that we should 
do our best to default to 
local control whenever 
possible so that those 
who know their children 
best – parents, teach-
ers, and locally elected 
school boards – can 
make the decisions that 
best fit their students.

The first bill I’d 
like to highlight is HF 
3434, an ethnic studies 
requirement for our 
schoolchildren. This 
proposed legislation 
would require all 
students to successfully 
complete a semes-

ter-long “ethnic stud-
ies” course to graduate 
from high school. It also 
requires that ethnic 
studies must be taught 
in elementary, middle, 
and charter schools. 

Here is how the bill 
defines ethnic studies: 
“Ethnic studies ana-
lyzes the ways in which 
race and racism have 
been and continue to be 
powerful social, cultur-
al, and political forces, 
and the connection of 
race to other groups of 
stratification, including 
gender, class, sexuality, 
and legal status.”

The ethnic studies bill 
would also require the 
Department of Educa-
tion to hire “dedicated 
ethnic studies staff” as 
well as develop “a model 
ethnic studies curricu-
lum” for school districts 
to use. The model curric-
ulum must also include 
“a power, race, class, and 
gender analysis” and “an 
intersectional analysis 
of climate, health, food, 

housing, education, and 
policy.”

The second school 
mandate proposal I 
would like to high-
light is HF 550, which 
would require “climate 
justice” instruction for 
all students in grades 1 
– 12. Here is how the bill 
defines climate justice: 
“Climate justice means 
a framework that puts 
people first and views 
the effects of climate 
change as interconnect-
ed with forms of oppres-
sion connecting climate 
change to social and 
economic justice issues.” 

The bill continues 
to state that “school 
districts and charter 
schools are required to 
provide climate justice 
instruction for students 
in grades 1 through 12 
aligned with current 
scientific research and 
integrated into existing 
programs, curriculum, 
or the general school en-
vironment of a district 
or charter school.”

My concerns with 
these school mandates 
are twofold. First, both 
of these mandate pro-
posals are very politi-
cally charged and will 
end up pitting parents 
against teachers. Teach-
ers don’t want that. 
Teachers don’t want to 
be social justice war-
riors. They simply want 
to teach their students.

Secondly, as a state 
we continue to pour, 
and attempt to pour, 
mandate upon man-
date onto our schools… 
ethnic studies (which 
by the way is already 
required in our social 
studies standards), 
climate justice, K-12 
comprehensive sex 
education, bullying 
instruction, and the list 
goes on. 

Many of these issues 
-and they are import-
ant issues – are things 
that should really be 
taught at home, but now 
our teachers are being 
expected to teach them 

amidst all the other 
requirements that they 
already have to teach. 
This is not fair to teach-
ers, and it is not sus-
tainable There is simply 
not enough time in the 
school day to teach all 
these things, much less 
to teach them well. And 
by the way, what about 
reading, writing, and 
math? These core re-
sponsibilities of educa-
tion simply get pushed 
more and more to the 
wayside amidst all of 
the other requirements. 
This mandate madness 
has to stop.

I would like to hear 
your thoughts on these 
two mandate bills and 
school mandates in 
general.

Peggy Bennett is 
the Minnesota repre-
sentative for District 
27A, which includes 
the City of Blooming 
Prairie and most of 
Freeborn and Mower 
counties. She lives in 
Albert Lea.

GUEST COLUMN
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FOR RENTCOINS
NEED CASH? I give free 
appraisals of your old-
er coins from 1964 and 
older. I am also looking 
to buy older coins such 
as silver dollars, halves, 
quarters, dimes, and In-
dian Head cents. Please 
call Ron from Hayfield 
at 507-477-2427 or 507-
259-6460. 1/27T6

                                     Week of March 13, 2022             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

MISCELLANEOUS

AUCTIONS

MISCELLANEOUS

EMPLOYMENT

WANTED TO BUY

PETS

SEED/FEED/GRAINS

SPECIAL EDUCATION TEACHER 
New London-Spicer High School. 
Multi-Categorical Licensure Pre-
ferred. For more information, see 
w w w. n l s . k 1 2 . m n . u s / e m p l o y m e n t 

K-8 PHY. ED/HEALTH/
DAPE TEACHER 

New London-Spicer Schools. MN 
licensure required. For more informa-
tion, see www.nls.k12.mn.us/employment 

WANTED: 
ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES 

Running or not. Titled or not. Cash 
in exchange. Sell now while prices 
are high! Call Dan at 612/720-2142

SOYBEAN WHITE MOLD 
have you worried this year? We want to 
help with a winning strategy for 2022. Call 
Heads Up Plant Protectants 866/368-9306

HIGHWAY 59 AUCTION SERVICE
 Slayton, MN, March 28, 10 am. Vehicles, 
Equipment and Machinery plus more. 
Consignment Sale Call Jess Donker-
sloot 507/370-1912 www.auctionzip.com

USE SEAL ‘N HEAL® 
on dogs & cats to seal wounds with a bitter 
taste to prevent gnawing, allow healing. At 
Tractor Supply® (www. eabeacon.com)

HAPPY JACK® LIQUIVICT® 
is recognized safe & eff ective against hook 
& round worms in dogs by the USCVM. At 
Tractor Supply® (www. eabeacon.com)

THE COVID CRISIS 
has cost us all something. Many have 
lost jobs and  nancial security. Have 
$10K In Debt? Credit Cards. Medi-
cal Bills. Car Loans. Call National 
Debt Relief! We can help! Get a FREE 
debt relief quote: Call 844/205-5439

THE GENERAC PWRCELL 
A solar plus battery storage system. Save 
money, reduce your reliance on the grid, 
prepare for power outages and power your 
home. Full installation services available. $0 
down  nancing option. Request a free, no 
obligation quote today. Call 888/913-5895 

LOOKING FOR ASSISTED LIVING
memory care, or independent living? 
A Place for Mom simpli es the pro-
cess of  nding senior living at no cost to 
your family. Call 888/715-1720  today!

DISH NETWORK $64.99 
for 190 Channels! Blazing fast inter-
net, $19.99/mo. (where available.) 
Switch & get a FREE $100 Visa gift 
card. FREE voice remote. FREE 
HD DVR. FREE streaming on ALL 
devices. Call today! 855/562-4309

HERO TAKES THE STRESS OUT 
of managing medications. Hero sorts 
and dispenses meds, sends alerts at 
dose times and handles prescrip-
tion re ll and delivery for you. Start-
ing at $24.99/month. No initiation fee. 
90-day risk-free trial! Call 844/255-4489

DONATE YOUR CAR 
truck or boat to Heritage For The Blind. Free 
3-day vacation, tax deductible, free towing, 
all paperwork taken care of 844/220-9501 

Advertise here statewide in 210+ 
newspapers FOR only $279 per week! 
Call 800-279-2979  or this newspaper

steelecountytimes.com

WANTED 
TO BUY    
Old Hit n Miss Engines or Old Engine Carts
Any condition - They don't need to run

What do you have in that 
old barn, granary, or shed?

Paying Cash 

Call Ron  507-456-1602

BIG 4 BEDROOM, 3 
bath, 2-car garage with 
opener. All new inside 
including all new appli-
ances. AVAILABLE NOW. 
References, deposit, and 
one year lease required. 
$1,500/month. 507-374-
2204 or 507-951-1085.  
         12/30TFN

ACROSS
1 Rigatoni, eg.
6 Cry from a crib

10 "Back In Black" 
band

14 Stopped a 
squeak

15 Ticks off
16 Boo-Boo, for 

one
17 Sensory stimuli
18 Country singer 

Vince
19 Certain sax
20 Moving 

backward
22 Fish stories
23 Vicinity
24 Extra helpings
26 Richie's gal on 

"Happy Days"
30 Glazier's sheet
31 Costner flick 

"____ Range"
32 December song
34 Organ part 62 White as a ghost 7 "Carmen" selec- 33 Abhorrent
37 Female soldier 63 W-4, e.g. tion 35 "Race" anagram

in WWII 64 Corby of ''The 8 Pinochle combos 36 Wanton look
38 Baby food option Waltons'' 9 Dead to the 38 Ink cartridge 
40 NHL surface 65 Best poker pair world color
41 Melancholy 66 Gratis 10 Pearly shell 39 Crowd maker?

verse 67 Joaquin's "Walk 11 "Because You 42 Bifocals, e.g.
43 Slangy assent the Line" co-star Loved Me" 44 Minuteman, for 
44 ____ or less singer one
45 Surveyor's map DOWN 12 Like wood 46 NBA game start
47 Kitchen gadget 1 Down and out paneling, e.g. 48 Give a response
49 Movie ship 2 Campaign 13 Church figure 49 Thin bark
52 Coop group worker 21 She played 50 Like a pelvic 
53 "Woe is me!" 3 Vegas Thelma artery
54 Type of pronoun coin-eater 25 Toy gun ammo 51 Do a salon job
59 Cropped 4 Topography 26 Rob, formerly of 55 Regal address

photos? 5 Gather on the "The West Wing" 56 Doing nothing
60 Miscellany surface, 27 Fall birthstone 57 Flying formations
61 Dentist's direc- chemically 28 Container 58 Coastal flier

tive 6 Like some birds 29 Start of a toast
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ear Motor Medics,
I've been listening to your show "Under The 
Hood" on my local radio station and have

heard a lot of talk about gasoline and changes that have 
happened to it over the years and some new ones 
coming that we have seen here locally involving octane 
changes. The fuel in our pumps has changed and we 
now have a lower octane rating that before. I have 
always just used the cheapest fuel when gassing up my 
car but after listening to you I wonder if I would be better 
served using something else. I heard you suggest the 
higher octane to a listener to prevent engine damage. 
Should I be worried about my car? I drive a 2006 Ford 
Taurus that's not a flex fuel vehicle.

David in Muskegon Michigan
Dear David,
Thanks for listening to Under The Hood and for reading the 
column. Fuel has changed and we are seeing a drop across 
the board in octane and prices all over the place. The first 
place to start is with your owner's manual because you want 
to know what the manufacturer of your car calls for. If they 
recommend a minimum 87 octane or 89 octane, then that is 
the lowest you should use to protect the vehicle. Using fuel 
with lower ratings than manufacturer recommended can 
cause spark knock which is potentially harmful to the engine 
and too high is a waste of money so always consult the car 
owner’s manual.

Take care, the Motor Medics
Dear Motor Medics,
I own a 2011 Chevy truck and car. They both have 
an oil change reminder light that tells

me when the vehicle needs to be serviced. I have noticed 
that the time of service for these two vehicles can range 
up or down as many as 3000 miles on a change and 
frankly it worries me. My dealership where I do all my 
work has told me that I should follow the reminder on the 
dash no matter what and that I don't need to change it 
earlier but that has been 9000 miles on the truck and 
6000 on the car and that just goes against all I have ever 
been taught on my vehicles.

Charlie in Bowling Green Kentucky

Dear Charlie,
When we saw oil change intervals this high we got nervous 
too. The system takes into account things like engine temp, 
idle time, mileage and much more to determine change 
intervals so it's a "Smart System" but not foolproof. It can't 
tell what oil you use. Don't skimp on the oil type. You need 
to use what is recommended by the manufacturer because 
that is what they base changes on. The factory 
recommended engine oil is made to last much longer than 
standard conventional oils and is formulated for long life. It 
doesn't have to be theirs but has to meet their specs. Using 
a cheap oil will reduce miles between changes and can 
affect your engine warranty.

Take care, the Motor Medics

ASK THE MOTOR MEDICS®
From the Hosts of the Under The Hood radio show. 
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Dear Motor Medics,
I recently had to have a suspension part replaced 
on my vehicle and I went the cheap route and 
found one on the internet at half of the price that 
my local store was offering and at that cost I could 
not pass it up. Being so cheap and with the free 
shipping I figured it made sense. The warranty was 
six months, but I figured they would not sell them 
if they all went bad and at that price I could by an-
other one if it failed. I installed it myself and 1000 
miles later was left stranded missing a wheel. The 
car was towed, and they found the part I had was 
very cheaply produced. I tried to call the company, 
but they have no phone and do not respond to my 
emails. Is there any way to know how good a part 
is when purchasing one from a source other than 
the vehicle manufacturer?
 Bart in Wray Colorado

Dear Bart,
There are some great deals out there but also 
some very poor-quality parts that can fail and 
compromise your safety. How can you be sure you 
are getting good quality parts? Buy locally. You 
will have a real building you can walk into and real 
people who will help you if you have a failure. The 
store will also have the backing of the reputable 
companies that supply their parts, and you will be 
supporting your local economy.   

Take care, the Motor Medics

Dear Motor Medics,
I took a trip overseas and rented a small car with 
a gas engine. It looked just like the Ford Focus I 
own here in the states but had more zip and the 
fuel economy was much better than what I get at 
home. I noticed two things when I refueled the car. 
One the very high cost as compared to ours and 
two the very high-octane content. I typically use 
87-90 octane at home but the lowest available 
overseas was 95 and with 5% ethanol it was 99. 
This seems really high. Does this have something 
to do with the better mileage and power and if so, 
why don’t we have it here in the states? 
 Martin in Shelton Washington

Dear Martin,
Most people would not have noticed the octane 
rating, good eye. You are correct about the oc-
tanes effect on fuel economy and power. With 
higher octane fuel the engines can run higher 
compression and more timing without detonation 
equaling more power and efficiency. Therefore, 
a car with the same cubic inch engine overseas 
could get better mileage than its counterpart in 
the states. I can only speculate on the reasons we 
don’t see it here but would guess the price of the 
higher-octane fuel combined with emissions regu-
lations probably play a part in it. Manufactures are 
continuously working on ways to increase power 
while using the same size engine and octane fuel 
available at American pumps today.

Take care, the Motor Medics

507-451-8989 www.kappysauto.com
Est 1989

Mon-Fri 7 a.m. - 6 p.m.
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Science Olympiad 
takes fourth at state

The Owatonna 
Middle School Science 
Olympiad team recent-
ly placed fourth at the 
state competition.

Science Olympiad 
competition resembles 
a track tournament 
with a variety of events 
ranging from earth 
science to physics to 
space science. Events 
challenge different 
student skills, some 
requiring scientific 
knowledge while oth-
ers need process and 

application skills. Most 
of the events require a 
combination of team-
work, group planning, 
and cooperation.

The mission of Min-
nesota Science Olym-
piad is to “promote 
STEM education for 
students in Minnesota 
K-12 schools by engag-
ing communities in the 
thrill, excitement and 
challenge of science, 
technology, engineer-
ing and math competi-
tion.”

Making music for honor band

Students capture the pitch of sound
Third graders in Mrs. 

Heinz’s class at Lincoln 
Elementary recently 
completed a unit on sound. 
They learned all about how 
sound is produced, how to 
explain the relationship be-
tween the pitch of a sound 
and the rate of vibration, 
and how that affects pitch.

Students designed an 
instrument made entirely 
of recycled materials staff 
members contributed 
(except for tape and glue). 
The instrument needed to 
create at least two pitch-

es. It was a challenge for 
some to focus on function 
rather than appearance.

Students also had to 
explain how/why their 
instrument could create 
more than one pitch. They 
tested their instruments, 
and a few had to replan 
and improve their design 
when they discovered 
their instruments could 
not make more than one 
pitch. Then they showed 
off their instruments to a 
first grade class and were 
the experts!

Students of the Week
Elementary School

Jacey Herron
Third Grade
Parents: Mark and 
Jessa Herron
Jacey tries her best in 
everything she does 
and shows resilience 
and determination in 

the classroom. She is always kind and 
helpful to others. Jacey is extremely 
respectful to all students and adults, and 
a great role model for everyone around 
her. Her work ethic and kind heart are 
admirable!

Middle School
Meika Hays-Kearns
Sixth Grade
Parents: Jason  
Kearns and  
Tanya Hays
Meika is a bright and 
kind-hearted young 
lady. She has demon-

strated a great amount of grit during the 
quarter and it has been a pleasure to see 
her confidence grow. You should be proud 
of yourself, Meika! Keep up the great work!

High School
Maclean Pilcher
Junior
Parents: Matthew 
and Gwendolyn 
Pilcher
Maclean is a respect-
ful and hardworking 
student. He partici-

pates well in class, and is always willing 
to work with his classmates. Maclean is a 
genuinely conscientious and kindheart-
ed young man who will make a positive 
impact in this world!

Applications for  
fall preschool  
are available

Bright Beginnings Preschool appli-
cations are now available for four- and 
five-day programs with morning and 
afternoon options.

Admission to Bright Beginnings is 
based on the individual learning needs of 
children and their families. If your child 
will be 4 years old by Sept. 1, fill out a 
2022-2023 application online at owatonna-
communityed.org or in-person at Roos-
evelt Community School, 122 McKinley 
St. Applications are due March 24.

HOME OF THE HONEST MECHANICS!

1125 S. Oak Ave. • Owatonna
507-431-4576 • www.Honest1Owatonna.com

Monday-Friday 
7 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Members of the Owatonna Middle School Science Olympiad team show off their medals after placing fourth at 
state recently.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Thirty-five schools from across southeastern Minnesota sent 177 students to perform in the fifth and sixth grade plus 
the seventh and eighth grade Southeast Minnesota Honor Bands. Thirty-two band members from Owatonna (13 fifth 
graders, 7 sixth graders, 8 seventh graders, and 4 eighth graders) were represented in the honor bands. Students 
are nominated by their teachers and selected by the Honor Band committee to participate in the one-day event. 
Students rehearse a total of 4-1/2 hours together, have a one-hour sectional with a teacher, and then perform in the 
concert. The bands were directed by Holly Guenther, elementary band director, and Peter Guenther, high school 
band director, from Owatonna. Fifth graders are pictured above.
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