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Paying tribute to COVID-19 
frontline warriors

BY RICK BUSSLER
PUBLISHER

In an extraordi-
nary way, the 
Steele County 
Free Fair and 

United Way of Steele 
County are teaming 
up to thank frontline 
heroes of COVID-19.

On Wednesday, Aug. 
18, the fair is offering 
free admission for every-
one to the Jason Pritch-
ett Concert. Pritchett is a 
country music star from 
America’s Got Talent. 
Gates open at 6 p.m.

“This concert will re-
mind us of what it means 
to live united,” said An-
nette Duncan, president 
of the United Way.

Added Wayne Steele, 
vice president of the 
fair: “The reason we 
are doing this is simply 
so Steele County res-
idents can say thank 
you. Come join us to say 
thank you.”

Steele expects up 
to 3,000 people to 
attend the event. “We 
are hoping to fill the 
grandstand,” he said, 
adding refreshments 
will be available for sale 
throughout the night.

While admission is 
free, there will be an 
opportunity to support 
United Way of Steele 
County and Community 
Pathways. Buckets will 
be passed around during 

the concert for people to 
give cash donations for 
the nonprofit organiza-
tions. No cash will be 
taken at the gate, Steele 
said.

Several prizes will be 
awarded during the cel-
ebration. They include: 
(1) $300 cash prize, (1) 
$200 cash prize, (5) 
$100 cash prizes and (2) 
lifetime subscriptions 
to the Steele County 
Times. People will 
receive tickets as they 
enter at the gate for the 
drawings.

John Connor of KRFO 
Radio will be the MC of 
the event.

As part of the cele-
bration, the National An-
them will be sung with 
Boy Scouts handling the 
colors and there will be 
a moment of silence for 
all people lost during 
COVID-19 pandemic.

All frontline workers 
will be requested to 
stand up and be recog-
nized at the celebration.

“This is a family 
friendly event,” said Dun-
can. “We want parents to 
bring the kids. There is no 
need to find a babysitter.”

There has never been 
a free concert to this 
magnitude offered at the 
fair, according to Steele. 
“This is quite a gift,” 
Duncan said. “This is a 
big, significant event.

Duncan shared how 
she feels it’s important 
to engage the entire 
community in an event 
like this. “We need to 
let them know we are in 
this together,” she said. 
“We have been through 
the worst and will be in 
recovery together.”

Steele said, “We need 
to say thank you to 
everyone who went to 
work every day to allow 
us to have some sem-
blance of normalcy.”

Maureen Schlobohm, 
executive director of 
Community Pathways, 
said: “This is more 
about being able to say 
thank you. This is the 
heart of it.”

Added Duncan, “We 
are one in recovery and 
rebuilding. This is an 
unified front.”

Organizers said they 
prefer cash donations 
rather than people 
bringing food items.

THANKS HEROES
“We need to say thank you to everyone who went to work 

every day to allow us to have some semblance of normalcy.”
Wayne Steele

Fair Vice President

Here are just a few of the COVID-19 heroes from around Steele County. Top left: Doctors, nurses and medical staff 
at Allina Health Owatonna Hospital provide comfort throughout COVID-19 with shields made by a local community 
effort spearheaded by Michael Beckman of Owatonna. Top middle: Brandy Vandal-Holmberg, owner of Vandal’s Family 
Market in Blooming Prairie kept families stocked with food and supplies. Bottom left: Terri Reuvers led a prayer group 
that made masks for months in the Medford area. Bottom middle: Lisa Bruns, a kindergarten teacher at Blooming 
Prairie, reads a book to a student on his front door step. Right: Bryce McCarty, safety inspector with Owatonna Bus Co., 
sprays sanitizing solution with a disinfecting gas-powered unit into a school bus.

 • Jason Pritchett 
Concert

 • Wednesday,  
Aug. 18  
at 6:30 p.m.

 • Gates open  
at 6 p.m.

 • FREE admission

 • Special drawings

 • Freewill donation 
accepted for  
United Way  
and Community 
Pathways
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For the first time ever, you have made the Steele 
County Times Steele County’s No. 1 choice for 
local news.
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Dr. Peter A. Schneider, 81, Shakopee

Arlen Ashley, 74, Owatonna 

Richard Hackerson, 81, Owatonna

David Schaefer, 66, Owatonna

Kathleen Madsen, 72, Owatonna

Joseph “Joe” Mueller, 72, Owatonna
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Pastor abuse case 

ends with guilty plea

BY KAY FATE
STAFF WRITER

A former youth 

pastor at a church in 

Owatonna has plead-

ed guilty to felony 

fourth-degree criminal 

sexual conduct with a 

minor who was part of 

his youth group.

Sean Patrick 

Masopust, 33, who 

now lives in Roches-

ter, is scheduled to be 

sentenced Jan. 5. He 

remains free on $5,000 

conditional bond.

According to 

documents outlining 

Masopust’s guilty plea, 

he’s expected to be 

sentenced to 30 days in 

jail, receive a stayed 

18-month prison term, 

and be on supervised 

probation for 10 years.

According to the 

criminal complaint, 

Masopust initiated 

a sexual relation-

ship with a girl who 

worked at the daycare 

in the Northridge 

Church basement – 

and was also a student 

youth leader under 

the direction of Maso-

pust and his wife, also 

listed as a “staff mem-

ber” on the church’s 

website, overseeing 

the youth ministry.

The abuse oc-

curred from August 

through October of 

2018, beginning with 

“flirtatious” messages 

and progressing to 

nude photos, a video 

of Masopust mastur-

bating, and kissing 

and groping of the 

City to re-evaluate Cedar 

streetscape assessments

BY JONI HUBRED

NEWS EDITOR

Irish Eyes Studio 

owner Shawn McCar-

thy doesn’t mind paying 

his business’ fair share 

of an assessment for the 

North Cedar Avenue 

streetscape project.

But the idea of swal-

lowing that $5,000 pill all 

at once brought him to 

last Tuesday’s Owatonna 

City Council meeting.

McCarthy was 

among a handful of 

North Cedar proper-

ty owners who spoke 

during a public hearing 

that was supposed to 

precede the city council 

adopting final assess-

ments. But before the 

hearing opened, council 

vice president Kevin 

Raney said it would not 

officially close until the 

council’s November 1 

meeting.

Raney said the delay 

was happening because 

of information that 

came to light between 

the time the council’s 

agenda packet was 

posted last week and 

Tuesday’s meeting.

“With large scale and 

challenging projects 

such as this, there are 

many unknown factors. 

These factors have led 

to some discrepan-

cies in the process of 

calculating assessments 

that will be charged 

to downtown property 

owners,” he said.

Adjustments may 

be made to those 

assessments as they 

are reviewed, Rainey 

added. He said some 

property owners have 

also received separate 

bills from a private 

contractor that were 

accounted for in project 

Steele harvest catches up after soggy spring

BY KAY FATE
STAFF WRITER

It’s dry – really dry, 

leaving Minnesota 

farmers a bit conflicted.

They need the dry 

weather to do fieldwork 

and avoid spending ad-

ditional money drying 

the harvest mechani-

cally, but it also means 

a greater likelihood of 

machinery catching fire 

and spreading to the 

crop left in the field.

It’s 180 degrees from 

the spring weather, when 

unseasonably cold tem-

peratures and too much 

rain delayed planting by 

as much as three weeks 

from the average.

Still, some farmers 

are faring better than 

expected and better 

than last year.

The latest numbers 

available before this edi-

tion of the Steele County 

Times went to print indi-

cate the soybean harvest 

was nearly on track 

with the 5-year average, 

thanks to several weeks 

of dry, warm weather.

Nearly two-thirds 

reported the soybean 

conditions were good or 

excellent.
Mature corn was at 

75% – actually ahead 

of the 5-year average – 

with nearly two-thirds 

reported as good or 

excellent.
As always, the 

Minnesota Department 

of Transportation 

cautions motorists to 

be aware of large farm 

equipment hauling 

crops to markets, grain 

elevators and process-

ing plants.
The size of the 

equipment makes it 

hard for operators to 

accelerate, slow down 

and stop; the machines 

also make wide turns 

and sometimes cross 

over the center line. In 

addition, farm vehicles 

can create large blind 

spots, making it difficult 

for operators to see 

approaching vehicles.

Just two weeks ago, a 

farmer from Wells was 

killed when his tractor 

was rear-ended by an 

SUV.
Michael Wegner, 70, 

was pronounced dead at 

the scene.
The female driver of 

the SUV and two teenage 

passengers were taken 

to an Albert Lea hospital 

with non-life-threaten-

ing injuries.

Times named one of 

best papers in nation
Coming on the 

heels of earning the 

top award for being 

the best newspaper 

in Minnesota earlier 

this year, the Steele 

County Times has 

now been named one 

of the best papers in 

the U.S.

On Saturday, the 

Times captured the 

coveted General 

Excellence award at 

the National News-

paper Association’s 

annual convention in 

San Francisco. The 

national contest hon-
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Hope Creamery owner Victor Mrotz checks the fittings on one of his butter vats. The creamery began making its famous Hope Butter again last month. Read about the 

business and its history on page A3.

Wednesday, October 12, 2022
Wednesday, October 12, 2022

Sean Masopust

See PASTOR on A2 ►

See TIMES on A2 ►

STAFF PHOTO BY KYRIE BUSSLER

Times Publisher Rick Bussler accepts the coveted 

first place General Excellence award at the 

National Newspaper Association awards banquet 

Saturday morning in San Francisco. 

See CITY on A6 ►

STAFF PHOTO BY HOWARD LESTRUD

Two soybean combines met in a field near Blooming Prairie last week. This photo is taken from inside a John 

Deere combine driven by Jeff Ingvalson. His counterpart, Ryan Hensel, is also driving a John Deere. 

STAFF PHOTO BY HOWARD LESTRUD

Blooming Prairie area farmer Jeff Ingvalson uses 

digital equipment to program his bean harvest ride in 

a field just west of Blooming Prairie.

HOPE BUTTER IS BACK! 
HOPE BUTTER IS BACK! 
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Statement of Ownership (USPS Form 3526) filed 
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regulations in September/October 2022.

STEELE COUNTY TIMES - 2,927
Owatonna People’s Press - 2,411
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For the first time ever, you have made the 
Steele County Times 

Steele County’s No. 1 choice for local news.

Providing the area’s best
Local News 

for our readers isn’t a task we take lightly!

Steele County Times is
MOMENTUM WORTH READING,

and we couldn’t do it with you.
Thank you, readers!
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Gi� to our Steele County Friends
Who cherish local news

edia shapes our perception of the Mworld around us. If we don’t have an 
accurate source of information, we 

won’t have an accurate understanding of the 
world.

The mission of the Steele County Times is to 
provide quality community news grounded in 
truth, facts and to prevent people from being 
misled. We are not controlled by any special 
interests.

We have the best interests of Owatonna, 
Blooming Prairie, Ellendale and Medford as well 

as the greater community of Steele County in 
mind with our coverage each week. We have 
talented and experienced writers covering all of 
these communities. Plus, the Steele County 
Times has just been named one of the best 
newspapers in the nation by earning �rst place 
General Experience in the National Newspaper 
Association's annual newspaper contest. We are 
commi�ed to producing the best possible 
newspaper.

We pride ourselves on being ALWAYS 
LOCAL. ALL THE TIME.

Why the Steele County Times? SUBSCRIBE  TODAY
We offer a reasonably  priced 
subscription that  will not only 
provide you with accurate news  
and features, but also  contribute 
to the revival  of American 
journalism  and help safeguard 
our  freedoms for future 
generations.

15-Month E-Edition for $45
15-Month Print Edition for $59
30-Month Print Edition for $99

Read this sample copy 
and decide for yourself

“Every article is full of interesting 
newsworthy information. Not just 
�ller type stuff that many 
newspapers put in their paper. You 
have a great group of dedicated 
writers that know how to write 
articles that are interesting to read 
from beginning to end.”

• CARL AND DENISE WIEMAN  
SUBSCRIBERS

Dear Reader,

We hope you enjoy 
this sample copy of the 
Steele County Times. 
Inside, you’ll �nd 
traditional, honest 
journalism without any 
spin, false narratives or 
hidden agendas. It’s 
real community news 
that can be delivered to 
your home every week!

4 E
ASY

 WA
YS 

TO 
SUB

SCR
IBE

:

15 Months for $59 (1 year + 3 months)
Save $14

30 Months for $99 (2 years + 6 months)
Save $48

Add E-Edition access to above print subscription for $10 15 Months E-Edition only for $45
Save $14
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Trevor Harber, 40, Wells
Theresa Hardcopf, 90, Owatonna

Mary Kaehler, 73, St. Charles
Frank Panos, 64, Owatonna

Myron Wolters, 84, Owatonna
Delna Velzke, 88, Owatonna

INSIDE AREA DEATHS

Jury to 
decide 

dog-bite 
case

BY KAY FATE
STAFF WRITER

A jury trial has been 
scheduled in the case of an 
Owatonna woman who is 
suing the Minnesota State 
Patrol (MSP) for injuries 
she sustained when a police 
dog bit her.

Cristina Berrier filed 
the suit nearly three years 
ago; MSP is represented by 
an attorney from the office 
of Attorney General Keith 
Ellison.

At the time of the inci-
dent, Berrier was a service 
advisor at House Chevrolet 
in Owatonna.

On March 15, 2019, 
MSP Canine Officer Doug 
Rauenhorst brought his 
squad vehicle in for service, 
with his dog, Diesel, in the 
backseat.

According to case docu-
ments, Berrier knew Die-
sel; the officer allowed him 
to get out of the squad, then 
asked Berrier to put the 
dog back into the vehicle.

Berrier said she opened 
the car door and said “Die-
sel, up;” the dog jumped into 
the car and turned around. 
She reportedly said she 
“kissed him on the face, and 
then with her right hand, 
went to close the car door 
and had turned away.”

That’s when the dog bit 
her on the right thumb and 
forearm. Berrier was taken 
to the hospital in Owaton-
na, where the wound was 
cleaned and sutured.

Six days later, she went 
to the Emergency Depart-
ment at Owatonna Hospital 
with increased pain and 
two red streaks running 
up her arm, the document 
says. Berrier was immedi-
ately referred to Mayo Clin-
ic Hospital-Saint Marys 
Campus in Rochester, 
where she had surgery. She 

County to 
expand 
landfill

BY JONI HUBRED
NEWS EDITOR

Steele County commis-
sioners voted last week to 
move forward a landfill 
expansion plan that will 
close an unlined pit filled 
with demolition debris.

Consultant Melanie 
Niday, with Short Elliott 
Hendrickson Inc. (SHE), 
said the current area used 
for municipal solid waste 
(MSW), located off State 
Highway 218 north of Bixby, 
is estimated to reach capac-
ity in 5.7 years. The permit-
ted demo area will reach 
capacity in about 8.3 years.

The last landfill expan-
sion happened in the early-
to-mid 1990s–and Niday 
worked on that project as 
well.

While officials last year 
looked at expanding on the 
western side of the prop-
erty, that would require 
purchasing land from a 
neighboring property own-
er, county administrator 
Scott Golberg said.

“Since then, we started 
to turn inward to see what 
option might work on our 
own property,” he said.

Niday presented an 
addendum to the 2021 feasi-
bility study that focuses on 
eliminating and relocating 
the demo area and combin-
ing MSW and demolition 
waste into the existing area 
and future expansion. She 
said the state is already 
considering new rules for 
demo waste, which now can 
be stored in an unlined pit.

While expanding to 
the west would push the 
landfill’s life expectancy to 
2052-53, using the eastern 
property moves the needle 
even further out, to 2057.

There will be costs to 
moving the existing demo 
material, and the county 
would lose the “borrow ma-
terial”–soil used to provide 

Suit: EPA’s delay is unreasonable
Dodge group joins 32 others in battling water rules with factory farms

BY RICK BUSSLER
PUBLISHER

A broad coalition 
of public interest and 
environmental justice 
organizations have filed 
a lawsuit against the En-
vironmental Protection 
Agency alleging the EPA 
has failed to respond to 

a legal petition urging 
the agency to strengthen 
clean water rules gov-
erning factory farms.

Six national public 
interest advocacy orga-
nizations and 27 state 
and community-based 
organizations represent-
ing 15 states have joined 
in the lawsuit filed with 

the Ninth Circuit Court 
of Appeals Oct. 7. Among 
the organizations is 
Dodge County Con-
cerned Citizens (DCCC).

The suit aims to force 
the EPA to finally issue 
a formal response to 
a rulemaking petition 
that had been filed more 
than five years ago 

by the organizations. 
The agency’s complete 
failure to respond, the 
groups allege, violates 
the Administrative 
Procedure Act (APA), 
which requires agencies 
like the EPA to respond 
to petitions “within a 
reasonable time.”

In the suit, the 

groups argue the 
current delay is unrea-
sonable on its face, and 
that the EPA’s inaction 
is unlawfully prolong-
ing dangerous pollu-
tion and public health 
threats from factory 
farms. Most livestock 
in the U.S. is raised in 
concentrated animal 

feeding operations (CA-
FOs), which can confine 
thousands or even 
millions of animals and 
their waste.

Honor Flight
Group flies  
BP veteran 

Trom to D.C.
BY HOWARD LESTRUD

CONTRIBUTING WRITER

“Isn’t that some-
thing!”

Former Bloom-
ing Prairie banker Ken-
neth Trom would be deep 
in discussion with friends 
at a coffee break and ac-
knowledge a friend’s story 
with that phrase.

Trom, a U.S. Army vet-
eran, used it often during 
his Honor Flight to Wash-
ington, D.C. on Monday, 
Oct. 10. The purpose of the 
flight is to reward long-
time veterans for their 
military service.

Trom became the sec-
ond BP veteran to make an 
Honor Flight. The late Mer-
le McNutt, a Navy veteran, 
was the first given this 
special honor reserved for 
World War II, Korea War 
and Vietnam War veterans.

Early flight
It was early to rise for 

Trom, 87, and his daugh-
ter, Kerri, as they were to 
be at the Hubert H. Hum-
phrey Terminal in Min-
neapolis two hours before 
their 6 a.m. departure.

Trom always hoped that 
he could add the Honor 

Flight to his “bucket list.”
“I knew about the Hon-

or Flight some 20 years 
ago,” Trom said.

A friend of Trom’s, Gene 
Lysne, went on the Honor 
Flight a few years ago and 
encouraged Trom to check 
into it, and that he did. 
Trom picked up an applica-
tion form from the Mower 
County Veterans Service 

officer and sent it in.
Trom urges all veterans 

to contact their Honor 
Flight Hub.

Participation in an Hon-
or Flight gives veterans 
the chance to share this 
momentous trip with other 
veterans, to remember 
friends and comrades lost, 
and to share their stories 

“It’s an opportunity of a lifetime.”

Kenneth Trom
Honor Flight Veteran
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STAFF PHOTO BY RICK BUSSLER
Dan Peach of B to Z Hardware in Blooming Prairie has once again transformed the empty lot on Main Street with "Pumpkins on the Prairie," a fun spot for children as well 
as adults to visit for Halloween. There are pumpkins for sale, games for kids to play and photo opportunities throughout the spread. This will be the third year that Peach 
has spruced up the lot that once was the home to the Bakery before burning down.

READY FORREADY FOR
HALLOWEENHALLOWEEN

See COUNTY on A9 ► See JURY on A2 ►

STAFF PHOTO BY HOWARD LESTRUD
Veteran Kenneth Trom recently took an Honor Flight to 
Washington, D.C., as a reward for his military service.

See FLIGHT on A12 ►

Sonja Trom Eayrs

See EPA’ on A2 ►

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Members of Ken Trom’s Honor Flight group posed for a photo at the World War II Memorial. 
Trom and his daughter Kerri made the Honor Flight trip on Oct. 10.

Wednesday, October 19, 2022Wednesday, October 19, 2022
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Owatonna firefighter’s 
speech shows 

uncommon bravery
Heroism 

comes 
in 

many forms.
In a commu-

nity, we often 
think of our local 
heroes as fire-
fighters, police 
officers, EMTs. 
They’re the 
people who run 
toward the things 
most of us would run from, the 
things we would rather not see.

For many, the work takes 
not only a physical toll but an 
emotional one. Dealing with 
that takes a special kind of 
courage, and one Owatonna 
firefighter showed it at last 
week’s appreciation event, 
hosted by the Exchange Club 
of Owatonna.

Jason Karsten has been 
a paid, on-call firefighter in 
Owatonna for 20 years. He 
works with the MNDOT fire 
team, traveling to the western 
U.S. and into Canada.

He’s a full-time MNDOT 
equipment mechanic. A hus-
band. A father.

And the things he saw 
while working as a firefight-
er–“I’ve been on a lot of tough 
ones,” he said–affected every 
aspect of his life.

Karsten 
talked on Tues-
day about not 
wanting to talk 
to anyone, always 
feeling on edge, 
severe mood 
swings. He knew 
he needed help, 
and he reached 
out to a therapist.

Taking that 
step is difficult for 

most people, but even more so 
for firefighters and other first 
responders. It’s hard to ask for 
help when you’re the person 
people rely on to help them on 
the worst days of their lives.

But Karsten not only got 
help for his own issues, he also 
shared his story in a room full 
of other firefighters, opening 
the door for others who are 
struggling.

In a profession where 
you’re expected to be a super-
hero day in and day out, show-
ing that kind of vulnerability 
takes uncommon courage.

The way Jason Karsten 
shared from his heart after 
receiving his Firefighter of 
the Year award is one of the 
bravest things I’ve seen some-
one do. I hope his message hits 
home with those who need it 
most.

was hospitalized for three 
days and given antibiotics.

According to the court file, 
the wound was cleaned, then 
left open to heal “from the 
inside out.” X-rays prior to 
the surgery determined her 
thumb was broken. Berrier 
had multiple follow-up treat-
ments to facilitate healing, as 
well as to regain mobility.

About a month after the 
injury, she was still experi-
encing swelling. A cast was 
applied to her thumb, hand, 
and arm.

Three months later, both 
the wound and the fracture 
were “healing nicely,” Berri-
er’s surgeon said in a deposi-
tion, and she could return to 
work. He testified there was a 
notable difference in the range 
of motion and grip strength 
between her two hands, but 
said she had “close to func-
tional” range of motion on the 
hand that was injured.

In November 2019, Berrier 
returned to her surgeon for 
increased pain. X-rays taken 
then indicated “mild degen-
erative arthritis of the right 
thumb base” and its two joints.

By August 2020, court doc-
uments say Berrier was work-
ing full-time as an ATF ad-
ministrator. Her job involved 

monitoring and documenting 
firearms that go in and out 
of her place of business. She 
normally would be required, 
at times, to take apart and put 
firearms back together, but 
told an orthopedic surgeon 
retained by the defendant that 
she unable to do so because of 
weakness and pain.

Court documents show 
House Chevrolet’s insurance 
provider has paid more than 
$33,000 for workers’ comp and 
medical bills.

Berrier’s lawsuit asks for 
no less than $50,000 for pain 
and suffering; past, present, 
and future medical expens-
es; disability and emotional 
distress.

In its response, the State Pa-
trol denied that Diesel attacked 
Berrier “without provocation.”

MSP cited common law “of-
ficial immunity” as a defense 
and claimed Berrier knew 
and assumed the “open and 
obvious risks.”

In addition, the document 
says, Berrier “was not acting 
peaceably and did not obtain 
lawful access to the location 
of the Minnesota State Patrol 
vehicle, and therefore, was 
not in place where she could 
lawfully be.”

The opening day of the trial 
is set for Oct. 31.

“The vast quantities of 
manure generated from CA-
FOs are typically disposed of, 
untreated, on cropland where 
it can seep or run off to pollute 
waterways and drinking wa-
ter sources,” the suit claims.

The Clean Water Act defines 
CAFOs as “point sources” of 
pollution, which should require 
polluting CAFOs to follow 
discharge permits that restrict 
their pollution discharges into 
rivers and streams. But due to 
the EPA’s weak regulations, 
only a small fraction of CAFOs 
have the required permits, 
the groups claim, adding the 
permits that do exist are weak 
and inadequately protective of 
water quality.

According to the lawsuit, 
the EPA’s failed approach has 
led to widespread factory farm 
pollution in waterways and 
communities across the coun-
try. The petition, which was 
filed in May 2017, provided a 
roadmap for the EPA to close 
loopholes that have enabled 
CAFOs to avoid regulation, 
and to make permits stronger 
and more effective.

“The EPA’s refusal to even 
answer simply confirms that 
it will not hold this industry 
accountable without legal and 
public pressure,” said Tarah 
Heinzen, legal director for Food 
& Water Watch. “We will not let 
the EPA continue to delay while 
factory farms pollute with impu-
nity, endangering public health 
and fouling our rivers and 
streams across the country.”

Sonja Trom Eayrs of DCCC 
said her family’s farm located 
northeast of Blooming Prairie 
is situated at the headwaters of 
the Cedar River, which flows 
south into Iowa and eventually 
the Mississippi River. She said 
although the Trom farm is sur-
rounded by 12 hog operations 
confining an estimated 30,000 
hogs in a 3-mile radius, the fam-
ily has never applied manure 
from area CAFOs on the land.

“This influx of CAFOs 
and their waste has severely 
harmed the environment and 
quality of life in the local com-
munity,” Trom Eayrs said. 
“CAFOs dispose of this waste 
on cropland in the immediate 
area, leading to degradation of 
local waterways.

Segments of the Cedar 
River are now on the Impaired 
Waters list, including the 
segment downstream from 
the Trom farm.

In addition to the local 
group organized by Trom 
Eayrs, other petitioners in the 
lawsuit include: Food & Water 
Watch, Center for Food Safety, 
Dakota Rural Action, the En-
vironmental Integrity Project, 
Helping Others Maintain 
Environmental Standards, 
Institute for Agriculture and 
Trade Policy, Iowa Citizens 
for Community Improvement, 
Kewaunee CARES, Midwest 
Environmental Advocates, 
and North Carolina Environ-
mental Justice Network.

The groups claim to rep-
resent millions of supporters 
across the country.

Heart Of Steele
JONI HUBRED

Jury to decide dog-bite case
◄ JURY from A1

Suit: EPA’s delay is unreasonable
◄ EPA’ from A1

STAFF PHOTO BY KAY FATE
U.S. Rep. Brad Finstad, left, and former Hormel CEO Jeff Ettinger greet each other prior to the start 
of a candidate forum Monday at the Owatonna Country Club. The men are in a rematch of the 
August special election – which Finstad won – to fill the term of the late Rep. Jim Hagedorn.

Candidates meet in forum  
before CD 1 rematch

BY KAY FATE
STAFF WRITER

“For those of you that 
came here looking for a po-
litical fight, you’re not going 
to get one here.”

Ironically, that sentiment 
came during a forum featur-
ing the two candidates for 
U.S. Congressional District 1 
– and perhaps most surpris-
ing, it came from one of the 
candidates.

U.S. Rep. Brad Finstad, 
who won the first of two 
elections pitting him against 
former Hormel CEO Jeff 
Ettinger, made the comment 
during Monday’s forum.

The pair are running in a 
rematch of the special elec-
tion in August, held to fill 
the remainder of the term of 
the late Rep. Jim Hagedorn, 
who died in February from 
kidney cancer.

Finstad won that election 
by a margin of 3.9%, send-
ing him to the U.S. House of 
Representatives for the final 
four months of the term.

He and Ettinger will face 
off again on Nov. 8, this time 
for a complete two-year term 
in Washington, D.C.

But back to that comment 
about politics.

It was in response to 
a question about the best 
solution to the student debt 
crisis.

“I don’t believe it’s the 
solution that President Biden 
has put forward under exec-
utive order,” said Ettinger, 
who describes himself as a 
moderate Democrat.

Biden’s program provides 
eligible borrowers with full 
or partial forgiveness of 
loans up to $20,000 for feder-
al Pell Grant recipients, and 
up to $10,000 forgiveness to 
students who didn’t receive 
Pell Grants.

Instead, Ettinger said, 
“we should be doing more 
up-front … with less debt for 
the students as we design 
college.”

The federal program, 
he said, “sends the wrong 
message to people. Why 
just student loans? Why not 
mortgages, why not health 
care debt, and so forth.”

Finstad agreed, not for 
the first time during the 
forum, with at least part of 
Ettinger’s answer.

“President Biden’s policy 
was horrible,” Finstad said. 
“Far too often in politics and 
government, we lose track 
of the cost of things. When 

have we ever really sat down 
and asked why college is 
costing so much these days? 
We should be able to have a 
cordial, common sense con-
versation about that.”

A question from the 
audience about the “broken” 
political system asked what 
it would take “to return us to 
decision being made for ‘we 
the people,’ instead of all the 
political in-fighting.”

Ettinger said years 
ago, members of Congress 
“typically voted with their 
party 70-75% of the time. 
Now it’s 95%-plus. We need 
an openness to dialogue and 
working with each other 
… not a rush to jam things 
through.”

Finstad, a Republican, 
said Washington, D.C. 
“needs to look a lot more like 
Owatonna. We need real peo-
ple doing real things, solving 
real problems in a way that 
southern Minnesota is just 
known to get it done.

“We need people who 
are willing to roll up their 
sleeves and get things done,” 
he said. “If it’s a Republican 
or a Democrat – whoever it 
may be – if it’s a good idea 
and it advances southern 
Minnesota and makes this 
country better, we should 
have the conversation 
around it.”

The candidates also 
found common ground in 
the issues of backfilling the 
national workforce shortage 
with more – and better – 
options for technical and vo-
cational careers, as well as 
the need for more affordable 
housing, but less gerryman-
dering.

Both hesitated about 
suggesting the role federal 
government should play 
when it comes to shoring up 
options for day care.

Many of the questions 
came from audience mem-
bers, including one who 
asked the candidates if they 
would support a term limits 
amendment for Congress.

Both stopped short of say-
ing they’d support the move, 
saying it’s ultimately up to 
the voters to decide whether 
a candidate should remain 
in office.

“What I have called for 
is change in leadership,” 
Ettinger said. “I think our 
current leadership – Nancy 
Pelosi, Kevin McCarthy, 
Chuck Schumer and Mitch 
McConnell have failed us, in 
the sense that they are part 

of the polarization problem. 
I wouldn’t vote for Speaker 
Pelosi if I’m elected, and she 
chooses to run again. I think 
limits on that kind of leader-
ship would be fine.”

Finstad said the issue 
provides “an opportunity for 
creative thinking here … I’m 
open to a conversation on 
it; I just don’t think there’s 
a magic piece of legislation 
that will solve it.”

There were definite points 
of divergence, however, 
when it came to the support 
of new drilling and pipeline 
projects designed to bolster 
domestic energy product, 
as well as the candidates’ 
impressions of the Jan. 6 
committee findings.

Finstad said that in his 
stops across the district 
– which encompasses the 
southern third of Minneso-
ta – “not once has someone 
raised Jan. 6.”

Instead, he hears about 
“family pocketbook issues; 
the price of gas, the price 
of food, the supply chain 
disruptions, the workforce 
shortages, inflations, 401ks 
plummeting.”

Finstad referred to it as 
“another partisan commit-
tee” and “political theater.”

“You must talk to a very 
narrow set of people if that’s 
never come up,” Ettinger 
responded, “because I’ve had 
it come up over and over and 
over again. I’m not saying it’s 
the number one issue for peo-
ple, but it’s something that 
people are concerned about.”

One of the key points sur-
rounding the Jan. 6, 2021, at-
tack on the U.S. Capitol was 
the belief that the results of 
the 2020 presidential election 
were false.

“We have candidates 
in this state that are … 
saying they don’t believe the 
election results and we can’t 
have any confidence in the 
next set of election results 
– I think that’s awful,” 
Ettinger said.

“We’ve already had one 
race – the special elec-
tion – and Brad won that 
race. It never crossed my 
mind to challenge our local 
neighbors who are election 
officials, who go and vol-
unteer, that they somehow 
manipulated the system and 
that’s how I got cheated out 
of a vote,” he said.

“To me, President 
Trump’s comments and his 
conduct speak for them-
selves.”

STAFF PHOTO BY KAY FATE
Jeff Ettinger, a self-described moderate Democrat, 
responds to a question from the audience during 
Monday’s candidate forum.

STAFF PHOTO BY KAY FATE
Incumbent Rep. Brad Finstad answers a 
question during the U.S. First Congressional 
District candidate forum Monday in Owatonna.
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The following cases were 
heard in Steele County 
District Court the week of 
Oct. 3 with Judge Joseph A. 
Bueltel presiding:
Ross B. Brekhus, 37, 
Texarkana, TX, previously 
appeared and was con-
victed of felony posses-
sion of marijuana. He was 
sentenced to 56 days in 
county jail, no alcohol or 
controlled substance use, 
do not enter liquor estab-
lishments, psychological 
evaluation, cognitive skill 
training, obtain permis-
sion to leave the state, no 
possession of firearms 
and 3 years of supervised 
probation.
Angel A. Gonzales, 34, 
Albert Lea, previously ap-
peared and was convicted 
of felony violation of order 
for protection. Gonzales 
was sentenced to $125, 
110 days in county jail, 
obtain and maintain em-
ployment, no alcohol or 
controlled substance use, 
do not enter liquor estab-
lishments, no possession 
of firearms, cognitive skill 
training, obtain permis-
sion to leave the state, 
domestic abuse evaluation 
and 3 years of supervised 
probation.
Jeorge Jaramillo Jr., 33, 
Faribault, previously ap-
peared and was convicted 
of felony violation of order 
for protection. He was 
sentenced to 26 months in 
St. Cloud State Prison.
The following misdemean-
ors and petty misdemean-
ors were heard in Steele 
County District Court the 
week of Oct. 3 – 9:

BLOOMING  
PRAIRIE POLICE 
DEPARTMENT

Sofhia I. Garcia, 18, Owa-
tonna, speeding, stay of 
adjudication, $105 and 
6 months of unsuper-
vised monitoring without 
conviction; Diego C. Quito 
Barrezueta, 36, Plymouth, 
no insurance and revoked 
license, $475; Marco V. 
Vera, 36, Minneapolis, seat 
belt, $100.

MN STATE PATROL 
ROCHESTER

Erin J. Adams, 24, Faribault, 
speeding, $135; Peter D. 
August Kaster, 21, West 
Allis, WI, no license, $175; 
Earnest C. Baxter, 63, 
Noble, OK, speeding, $115; 
Damien W. Berg, 18, Fridley, 
speeding, $375; Jeffrey 
T. Braun, 23, Owatonna, 
speeding, $115; Kristian J. 
Buecksler, 48, Owatonna, 
seat belt, $100; Marco A. 
Castellanos, 21, Pharr, TX, 
speeding and no license, 
$235; Maung S. Chai, 22, 
St. Paul, speeding, $215; 
Jianhua Chen, 58, Houston, 
TX, speeding, $215; Deonte 
C. Childs, 30, Jackson, no 

license and child pas-
senger restraint system 
violation, $225; Shiran C. 
Clark, 44, Port Arthur, TX, 
speeding, $125; Kaitlyn 
M. Collins, 23, West Des 
Moines, IA, speeding, $115; 
Matthew A. Drescher, 44, 
Alden, speeding, $125; Eric 
A. Esquivel, 25, Owatonna, 
window tint violation, li-
cense plate violation and li-
cense plate cover violation, 
$185; Mitchell D. Fenne, 51, 
Lakeville, speeding, $125; 
Dylan J. Fett, 22, Waseca, 
seat belt, $100; Frida B. 
Fortier, 20, Golden Valley, 
speeding, $125; Gabriel J. 
Gallardo, 21, Tustin, CA, 
speeding, $135; Jennifer 
A. Golato Bishop, 40, Lee’s 
Summit, MO, speeding, 
$125; Hayden L. Groll, 21, 
Waseca, seat belt, $100; 
Bryan C. Hall, 44, Minneap-
olis, speeding, $125; Emma 
S. Hansen, 19, Prior Lake, 
speeding, $115; Lekurtis 
A. Harrison, 19, St. Paul, 
seat belt, $100; Michael J. 
Hartle, 69, Owatonna, seat 
belt, $100; Damion R. Her-
nandez, 23, Edinburg, TX, 
speeding and no license, 
$235; Alexandria J. Heuer, 
32, Garden City, speeding, 
$45; Stacey R. Hey, 47, 
Wayzata, speeding, $215; 
Stephanie A. Hyde, 31, 
Owatonna, speeding, $135; 
Thomas C. Kastner, 36, 
Kasson, speeding, $215; 
David L. Kelly, 35, Austin, 
seat belt, $100; Rochelle 
M. Kilibarda, 49, Chanhas-
sen, speeding, $115; Tony 
J. Kolesar, 25, Rochester, 
speeding, $275; Fouad Krk-
aby, 44, Owatonna, speed-
ing, $135; Tiara J. Loveless, 
30, Davenport, IA, speed-
ing, $215; Delsin J. Lussier, 
17, Owatonna, speeding, 
$115; David J. Maguire, 56, 
Roseville, speeding, $115; 
Tiffany L. McGowan, 24, 
Burnsville, speeding, child 
passenger restraint sys-
tem violation, no insurance 
and revoked license, $585; 
Cameron M. Mediger, 30, 
Sioux Falls, SD, speeding, 
$135; Eegan Mengistu, 23, 
San Diego, CA, speeding, 
$135; Tobias F. Moesle, 28, 
Minneapolis, speeding, 
$215; Asif Mohammed, 35, 
Eagan, speeding, $115; 
Marie A. Neely-McDonald, 
57, Brooklyn, speeding, 
$215; Hunter F. O’Brien, 21, 
Medford, window tint viola-
tion, $125; Amaya R. Oliver, 
19, White Bear Lake, seat 
belt, $100; Karan B. Patel, 
20, Eden Prairie, speeding, 
$215; Eliud O. Perez, 29, 
Owatonna, no license, 
$175; Zachary A. Polashek, 
28, Richfield, speeding and 
expired tabs, $245; Terry 
W. Quarles, 53, Apple Val-
ley, speeding, $95; David 
Ramirez, 23, Owatonna, 
seat belt, $100; Jitendra S. 
Rathour, 55, Eagan, speed-
ing, $115; Brian J. Raygor, 
39, West Des Moines, 
IA, DWI, $400, 3 days in 
county jail, Ignition Inter-
lock program, substance 

abuse subtle screening 
inventory, do not enter 
liquor establishments, 
attend MADD impact panel, 
no alcohol or controlled 
substance use, 216 hours 
of community service 
and 2 years of unsuper-
vised probation; Jeremy A. 
Robb, 46, Gayville, SD, no 
license, $175; Sahyme R. 
Salinas, 19, Owatonna, no 
insurance, $275; Joshua 
J. Schlichter, 33, St. Paul, 
speeding, $135; Lyle A. 
Shaunce, 70, Owaton-
na, inspection violation, 
$175; Bret T. Snyder, 56, 
Bozeman, MT, speeding, 
$215; Sara A. Solomonson, 
45, Austin, speeding, $60; 
Ryan M. Stangler, 41, Over-
land Park, KS, speeding, 
$135; Dylan C. Stewart, 29, 
Minneapolis, expired tabs, 
$105; Mitchell T. Sweet, 
30, Inver Grove Heights, 
speeding, $115; Mekua-
nent A. Wondmeneh, 40, 
Sioux Falls, SD, unsafe lane 
usage, $125; Xue Zang, 
50, Mansfield, AR, move 
over law violation, $125; 
Ian V. Yunis, 23, Minneap-
olis, speeding, $125; Saw 
Yut, 31, cancelled license, 
$131, 2 days in county jail 
and 1 year of supervised 
probation.

OWATONNA POLICE 
DEPARTMENT

James A. Barrett, 31, Kutz 
Town, PA, careless driving, 
$575, alcohol assessment, 
attend MADD impact panel 
and 1 year of unsupervised 
probation; Jacob D. Bauer, 
23, Owatonna, possession 
of paraphernalia, $125; 
Shelissa M. Bentzin, 19, 
Austin, driving wrong way 
on one way street, $175; 
Eric De La Torre Olais, 19, 
Owatonna, no insurance, 
$275; Ricardo Degollado Jr., 
22, Owatonna, window tint 
violation, $125; Dawn M. 
Fuller, 55, Owatonna, stop 
sign, $125; Julissa C. Garcia, 
34, Owatonna, speeding, 
$125; Victor Guerrero, 28, 
Owatonna, revoked license 
and no insurance, $475; 
Kelsey A. Koziolek, 31, Owa-
tonna, disorderly conduct, 
$125, 2 days in county jail, 
no alcohol or controlled 
substance use, do not 
enter liquor establishments, 
cognitive skill training, 
obtain permission to leave 
the state and 1 year of su-
pervised probation; Fouad 
Krkaby, 44, Owatonna, 
speeding, $115; Jennifer 
M. Kvestad, 48, Northfield, 
DWI, $125, attend MADD 
impact panel, chemical 
dependency evaluation, do 
not enter liquor establish-
ments and 1 year of unsu-
pervised probation; Daniel 
J. Nelson, 47, Owatonna, 
sell nicotine, $125; Belynda 
J. Padilla, 37, Owatonna, 
possession of marijuana, 
stay of adjudication, $75, 
no alcohol or controlled 
substance use, do not 
enter liquor establishments, 

Wild night leads to felony charges against alleged carjacker
BY KAY FATE
STAFF WRITER

An Owatonna man is 
facing multiple felonies 
after a wild night that 
allegedly included a 
carjacking; two more 
attempted carjackings 
and a chase through the 
city at speeds of more 
than 80 mph.

Codie James Tesch, 
24, will make his initial 
appearance Thursday in 
Steele County District 
Court, where he’s been 
charged with second-de-
gree aggravated robbery; 
simple robbery; attempt-
ed simple robbery; motor 
vehicle theft; fleeing a 
peace officer in a motor 
vehicle and attempted 
theft of a motor vehicle, 
all felonies. He was also 
charged with tampering 

with a motor vehicle, a 
misdemeanor.

The incident began 
about 7:20 p.m. Oct. 12, 
when a woman called po-
lice to report that a man 
– later identified as Tesch 
– had gotten into her SUV 
while she was unloading 
groceries. A child was 
still inside the vehicle, 
possibly prompting the 
suspect to run off.

As officers were 
responding to that call, 
a second call came in 
from the same area on 
Academy Street. The 
caller said he’d been 
sitting in his car, letting 
it warm up, when a man 
ran up and opened the 
driver’s side door.

It was allegedly 
Tesch, who was de-
scribed as wearing a 
black hoodie, red hat and 

jeans; he had his right 
hand in his sweatshirt 
pocket – he gestured 
with it and demanded 
the driver get out.

The vehicle was still 
in the area as the officer 
arrived; Tesch sped 
toward a cul-de-sac and 
made a U-turn, then 
turned west onto Main 
Street with the officer 
in full pursuit, the com-
plaint says.

The officer lost sight 
of the stolen car, the 
report says, but saw pe-
destrians who indicated 
they’d seen the car on 
Riverside Avenue and 
Adams Avenue.

The same officer 
later spotted the car on 
Sylvan Street, but again 
lost sight of it.

Throughout the 
chase, court documents 

say, Tesch ran several 
stop signs, reached 
speeds of more than 80 
mph in town and nearly 
struck the squad car.

More than an hour 
later, someone reported 
a suspicious vehicle on 
Third Avenue North-
east; it was the car that 
had been stolen earlier, 
and it was empty.

About the same time, 
a fourth call came in, 
reporting that a man had 
tried to flag him down as 
he drove on Bigelow Av-
enue. The caller said he 
thought the man needed 
help, but as he slowed 
down, the suspect ordered 
him out of the car.

According to the 
criminal complaint, 
Tesch held onto the 
car door as the driver 
“slammed on the gas” 
and sped away.

Officers brought in a 
police dog to track the 
suspect in the area of 
22nd Street and Sixth Av-
enue Northeast, search-
ing through back yards 
in the neighborhood.

A fifth 911 call came 
in, this one from Dawn 
Place Northeast, where 
the homeowner said 

someone was trying to 
get into their garage.

When officers re-
sponded, they heard a 
voice say, “OK, I’m com-
ing out,” the complaint 
says, and Tesch came 
out from under a tote in 
the yard.

The keys to the aban-
doned stolen vehicle 
were reportedly found 
in his possession.

The most serious 
charge, the aggravat-
ed robbery, carries a 
maximum penalty of 
15 years in prison, a 
$30,000 fine, or both.

The other felony 
sentences range from 10 
years to 2 1/2 years in 
prison, if convicted.

The misdemeanor 
charge is punishable 
by up to 90 days in jail, 
$1,000 fine, or both.

Domestic: Owatonna Police responded to a domestic disturbance in the 700 block of 
Mosher Ave. SW at 11:13 p.m. on Oct. 7. They took a subject into custody. 
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Daikin suffers damage in Sunday fire
Owatonna Fire Depart-

ment responded Sunday 
afternoon to a fire that re-
sulted in limited damage 
to Daikin Applied, 1001 
NW 21st Ave.

The company man-
ufactures commercial 
and industrial HVAC 
equipment.

Chief Ed Hoffman 
said off-duty crews 
were paged for the fire, 
which was limited to 
a piece of equipment. 
There was also some 
smoke in the area. He 
said firefighters mostly 
cleared smoke and 
made sure there was no 

extension of the fire.
The department 

responded to the scene 
around 1:25 p.m. and left 
around 3 p.m., he said.

There were no 
injuries to firefighters 
or employees, and no 
damage estimate was 
available at press time.

Man sentenced for unlawful spotlighting
BY KAY FATE
STAFF WRITER

A New Richland man 
has been convicted of 
hunting with an artifi-
cial light after he was 
seen shining lights into a 
tree and firing a gun.

Kaleb Alan Chris-
tensen, 39, was sen-
tenced to 90 days in jail, 
with 89 days stayed, and 
credit for a day already 
served. He was placed 
on supervised probation 
for a year and ordered to 
pay a $1,000 fine.

He pleaded guilty to 
the misdemeanor back 
in April; in exchange 
for the plea, the charge 
was reduced from a 
gross misdemeanor. A 
felony count of having 
an illegal suppressor, or 
silencer, on a dangerous 
weapon was dismissed.

The case began in 
November, when Steele 
County deputies were 
called about 10 p.m. to a 

report of a sus-
picious vehicle 
and the sound of 
gunshots. The 
caller said he’d 
seen someone 
shining lights 
into a cluster of 
nearby trees.

The deputies 
spotted the 
vehicle and “a beam of 
light coming from in-
side,” the complaint says. 
When the driver – later 
identified as Christensen 
– saw the squad car, he 
sped away, eventually 
stopping about four 
miles down the road.

Christensen admitted 
to having guns in a case 
on the front passenger 
side floor, and admitted 
using a light to find 
raccoons and deer. He 
initially denied firing 
any of the guns.

A search of his vehicle 
turned up two.22 pistols 
and one.45 caliber pistol. 
All three weapons had 

a round in the 
chamber and 
loaded maga-
zines. One of 
the pistols also 
had a home-
made suppres-
sor attached to 
the barrel, the 
report says.

A second 
homemade suppressor 
was found in a pocket 
on the rear of the front 
passenger seat. It was 
threaded at one end and 
could be applied to both 
of the.22 pistols.

There were also sever-
al.22 caliber cartridges 
and empty casings in 
the SUV, as well as a 
cordless spotlight on the 
dashboard and a set of 
night-vision binoculars.

Back at the scene, a 
deputy found five spent.22 
cartridge casings in the 
road. They were the same 
type and brand that were 
found in Christensen’s 
vehicle and in the pistols.

Kaleb 
Christensen



A4

Opinion
A4 Wednesday, October 19, 2022 STEELE COUNTY TIMES

Vote Brandon Lawhead for 
Minnesota Senate

To-the-Editor:
As retired superin-

tendent of the Austin 
School District, I have 
had the opportunity 
to work closely with 
Brandon Lawhead as a 
parent of three chil-
dren in the District, 
an Austin High Alum 
and active fund raiser 
for multiple District 
projects. As a resident 
of the Austin School 
District, Brandon is 
an active advocate for 
public education.

Focused and consen-
sus builder are descrip-
tors that come to mind 
when I reflect on my 
work with Brandon.

During the 12 years 
I was superintendent, 
Brandon supported 
the expansion of the 
MacPhail School of Mu-
sic to Austin, he started 
the Blair Lawhead 
Summer Music Concert 
to support the music 
programs in the Austin 
Public Schools and 
started and continues 
to coordinate a Foot-
ball Camp featuring 
past Minnesota Viking 
players who work with 
area youngsters to 

develop their football, 
scholastic and leader-
ship skills.

During the COVID 
restrictions, Brandon 
leveraged his connec-
tions with the wider 
music community to 
connect local students 
and instructors with 
renowned musicians, 
Everett Bradley, band 
member of Bon Jovi, 
Bruce Springsteen 
and the E-Street 
Band. And Bon Jovi, 
himself.

Perhaps the quality 
that most impresses 
me about Brandon 
Lawhead is his focus 
on providing others 
with connections they 
would not have had the 
opportunity to engage 
without his unselfish 
willingness to share. 
Brandon’s leadership 
in all he does is always 
qualified with what is 
best for all not just a 
few.

I strongly support 
Brandon Lawhead’s 
candidacy for the Min-
nesota State Senate.

David Krenz
LaCrescent, Minn.

Thank you, readers

One of those life 
lessons that 
I’ve been fre-

quently reminded about 
over the years is that 
hard work will eventual-
ly pay off in big ways.

And that certainly has 
been the case at the Steele 
County Times recently.

Last week I shared 
with you about how our 
newspaper earned the 
distinction of being one 
of the best newspapers in 
the country by captur-
ing general excellence in 
the National Newspaper 
Association’s annual 
contest.

Perhaps the an-
nouncement I have for 
you this week excites 
me even more than any 
award ever will.

For the first time 
ever, this newspaper has 

become Steele County’s 
top choice for local news. 
There are some hard facts 
to back up this claim.

Each fall newspapers 
are required by the U.S. 
Postal Service to file a 
Statement of Ownership. 
Along with general 
information about the 
newspaper, owners also 
have to report their 
circulation numbers for 
a 12-month average and 
the exact number closest 
to the filing date, which 
in this case is Oct. 1.

I’m thrilled to report 
that our circulation 
has topped what once 
had been a powerhouse 
in Steele County, the 
Owatonna Peoples Press. 
Total paid distribution 
for Steele County Times 
is 2,927 compared to 2,411 
for OPP.

Over the past two 
years alone, our circula-
tion has grown by nearly 
50%.

What has transpired 
is almost like a David vs. 
Goliath moment. Judg-
ing from the circulation 
numbers, what once 

had been a little weekly 
newspaper has now 
surpassed the big daily, 
though it’s not really a 
daily any longer.

I’m really not aware of 
a newspaper anywhere 
that has experienced 
the growth we’ve been 
fortunate to achieve.

I’ve been tracking 
circulation numbers for 
years. Back in 2011, OPP 
reported 7,272 circula-
tion. That number has 
nosedived steadily with 
the steepest declines 
coming over the past 
three years.

Meanwhile, our cir-
culation has gone from 
about 800 in 2011 to 2,927 
this year.

As you may or may not 
know, providing the area’s 
best local news coverage 
isn’t a task we take lightly. 
We have a news and 
production staff with com-
bined experience of more 
than 210 years. I’m proud 
to have the most experi-
enced news staff of true 
journalists in the area.

While hard work and 
dedication by our staff 

have been big reasons 
for this accomplishment, 
we also recognize that it 
couldn’t be done without 
our loyal readers who 
have been with us for 
years and those who 
have recently started 
reading our newspaper.

From the bottom of 
my heart, I am grateful 
to our readers who have 
entrusted us to become 
their primary source for 
local news. We couldn’t 
do it without your 
support and only do it 
because we know how 
important local news is 
to our communities.

Thank you, readers. 
You have made this a 
fun and exciting venture 
for all of us. I hope you 
share in the excitement 
because this is your com-
munity newspaper.

If there is anything 
to take away from this, 
it’s simply that the Steele 
County Times is momen-
tum worth reading.

And who wouldn’t 
want to go in hot pursuit 
of something as exciting 
as that?

TımesSTEELE 
COUNTY

www.SteeleCountyTimes.com
Offices:
• Blooming Prairie: 411 E. Main St.
• Owatonna: 109 W. Rose St.

2022— 12 state awards
(1st place- General 
Excellence)
2021— 16 state awards
2020—9 state awards
2019—7 state awards
2018—6 state and  
4 national awards

A state and national award winning weekly
Times Staff:

• Rick Bussler, Publisher and Owner
952-224-6331, rbussler@steelecountytimes.com
• Joni Hubred, News Editor
507-583-4431, jhubred@steelecountytimes.com
• Jenine Kubista, Production Coordinator
507-583-4431, jkubista@steelecountytimes.com
• Sherrie Pechan, Office Manager
507-583-4431, news@steelecountytimes.com

• Wyonne Priebe, Sales Specialist
507-456-4299, wpriebe@steelecountytimes.com 
• Johnnie Phillips, Sports Editor
507-583-4431, jphillips@steelecountytimes.com
• Kay Fate, Staff Writer
507-583-4431, kfate@steelecountytimes.com
• Roy Koenig, Sports Analyst
507-583-4431, voiceofohs@gmail.com
• Katie Nelson, Owatonna Office
507-583-4431, knelson@steelecountytimes.com

Customer Service:
news@steelecountytimes.com
507-583-4431

Deadlines:
News- 12 p.m. Friday
Advertising- 5 p.m. Thursday

Subscription Rates:
Print: Steele, Dodge,  
Freeborn & Mower- $59
Elsewhere in Minnesota- $65
Out of State- $69
E-Edition: All areas- $45

Ethics:
The Steele County Times 
strives to present the 
news in a fair and accurate 
manner. Please bring any 
grievances to the attention 
of the News Editor.

Postmaster:
Send address changes to:
Steele County Times
P.O. Box 247
Blooming Prairie, MN 55917
Published weekly by  
Bussler Publishing, Inc., P.O. 

Box 247, Blooming Prairie,  
MN 55917.
USPS 058-340
Periodicals postage paid at 
Blooming Prairie, MN (Awards presented by the Minnesota Newspaper 

Association and the National Newspaper Associations)

MINNESOTA 
NEWSPAPER

ASSOCIATION

2017—2 state and  
3 national awards
2016—8 state and  
6 national awards
2015—7 state and  
4 national awards
2014—3 state and  
3 national awards

2013—7 state and  
2 national awards
2012—2 state 
awards
2011—4 national 
awards

Kids lead the way 
to safe, healthy 
community

Next week, students in Steele County and across 
the country will take a pledge to stay drug and 
alcohol free as part of Red Ribbon Week activities.

Celebrated nationally since 1988, the Red 
Ribbon campaign was created in the wake of DEA 
Agent Enrique Camarena’s murder at the hands of 
drug traffickers. The outrage over his torture and 
death led parents to form anti-drug coalitions, tak-
ing their cue from Camarena’s family and friends 
who wore red badges of satin in his honor.

Over the years, the Red Ribbon campaign 
has included not only drugs, but also alcohol, to-
bacco, and more recently, vaping–anything that 
will get in the way of kids growing up healthy 
and happy. During the week, student groups will 
put up posters and run activities that encourage 
signing the Red Ribbon Pledge:

• I pledge to stay in school and learn the 
things that I need to know.

• I pledge to make the world a better place for 
kids like me to grow.

• I pledge to keep my dreams alive and be all 
that I can be.

• I pledge to help others and to keep myself 
drug free.

Parents can sign a pledge as well, to talk to 
their children about the dangers of drug abuse, 
to set a good example by not using illegal drugs, 
to monitor their children’s behavior and set 
guidelines that help their children grow up 
healthy and drug-free.

We encourage our readers to take that pledge one 
step further and consider making a commitment 
to a drug-free community. There are many ways to 
accomplish this. You could make a call to police or 
the sheriff’s department when you see evidence of 
illegal drug activity. Reach out to a friend or loved 
one who needs help with their mental health or 
overcoming addiction. Have a conversation with 
neighbors about the use of alcohol and tobacco.

This week, dozens of high school students will 
talk with younger kids about avoiding drugs. 
They’ll be advocating for a better, healthier 
community.

We challenge every adult in Steele County to 
consider following their lead.

Thiele does a great job 
for Steele County

To-the-Editor:
Sheriff Lon Thiele 

is very dedicated, 
hard-working, and 
committed to the resi-
dents of Steele County.

The Steele County 
Sheriff’s Office has 
large group of employ-
ees many aren’t aware 
of. He has the Sher-
iff’s Office Deputies, 
Records Department, 
Civil Office, Special 
Deputies, Posse, and 
Detention Center staff. 
He knows he can’t 
please everyone, but a 
few sour apples out of 
over 100 employees is 
a great percentage to 
have. Don’t be fooled 
by misleading informa-
tion or partial stories.

An item the oppo-
nent is complaining 
about facing the Steele 
County Sheriff’s 
Office is the retention 
of employees at the 
Detention Center. If 
you have any conver-
sations with any busi-
ness owners in the 
community or follow 
the news, retention of 
employees and hiring 
employees is one of 
the biggest concerns 
they are faced with.

Finding good 

quality employees 
with experience and 
a good work ethic is 
a real problem for all 
employers in whatev-
er business.

A lot of the staff at 
the Detention Center 
were caught in a di-
lemma when members 
of the County Board 
couldn’t decide if the 
Detention Center would 
remain open or not. Not 
knowing if it was going 
to remain open is why 
some employees left. 
Jails are not made to 
make money. It’s an ob-
ligation to the residents 
of Steele County.

Since COVID there 
is a new norm that 
every employer must 
deal with.

With all the obsta-
cles thrown out there, 
Sheriff Thiele has 
done a great job for 
Steele County in every 
aspect. He cares about 
Steele County and all 
the Citizens of Steele 
County.

Re-elect Sheriff Lon 
Thiele on Nov. 8. He 
will always be there 
for all of us.

Ron Priebe
Owatonna

The Times would like to clarify a story on the 
Hope Creamery (Oct. 12 edition).

In the story, the Times incorrectly identified 
the process used by the creamery. The story 
should have noted the creamery uses the batch 
churn low temperature, long time process.

The Times apologizes for the error.

OUR VIEW

Hot Pursuit
RICK BUSSLER

YOUR VIEW

YOUR VIEWS

CLARIFICATION
Congrats on national award

To-the-Editor:
I wanted to let you 

know how impressed I 
was after reading the 
article in the paper 
(Oct. 12 edition) about 
the awards given to the 
Steele County Times and 
especially impressive 

was the first place Gen-
eral Excellence Award.

Great job and great 
paper. Thanks to you and 
all the people working for 
the Steele County Times.

Nancy Ilk
Blooming Prairie

Times is one of  
the best in nation

To-the-Editor:
The recent national 

award that the Times 
captured is proof of 
what we have thought 
for many years. The 
Steele County Times 
is one of the best in the 
nation.

We are very fortu-
nate to have the Times 
in Steele County so 
that everyone can read 
about all the fantastic 
local news. And, the 

way it is all put together 
to make it informative 
and interesting reading, 
not just words to fill 
the page. It takes a lot 
of great staff members 
to put together a great 
newspaper each week, 
and then to start over 
for the following week 
and go in Hot Pursuit 
all year long.

Carl Wieman
Owatonna

Lawhead would serve well in Minnesota Senate
To-the-Editor:
I am writing this let-

ter in support of Brandon 
Lawhead as a candidate 
for the Minnesota Senate.

I have known Bran-
don since he was a 
kid at Austin Packer 
football games, asking 
me questions about my 
NFL career. Brandon 
worked hard in school 
and became a lawyer. As 

an attorney with over 25 
years of experience, who 
has created law in the ap-
pellate courts, I believe 
Brandon has a unique 
perspective of the justice 
system, and it will serve 
our district well in the 
Minnesota Senate.

For example, Brandon 
understands that com-
munity safety starts with 
offering opportunities 

for kids to be involved in 
health activities. In fact, 
Brandon invited me to 
participate in the football 
camp. I was delighted to 
see how Brandon used 
the football camp to rein-
force trust between law 
enforcement officers and 
children by having the 
uniformed police officers 
give out NFL players 
autographs.

Brandon’s law firm 
represented many police 
officers in worker’s com-
pensation matters, when 
the police officers were 
injured in the line of duty.

I strongly support 
Brandon Lawhead’s 
candidacy for Minneso-
ta Senate.

David Simonson
Austin

School board should  
listen to parents

To-the-editor:
If you vote for the fu-

ture of children do your 
diligence and research!

Are you happy with 
the school board and 
the current path it has 
taken with math being 
at 48% in 2021, reading at 
53% and science 35% and 
history and spelling?

I think a lot of 
students can achieve 
better life skills. Maybe 
they’re being distracted 
by gender ideology and 
critical race theory 
that’s creeping into the 
schools, grade schools, 
vo-tech and colleges.

The parents should 
be heard by the board 
on what their children 
should learn. After all, 
they live with them and 
feed them.

Let concentrate on 
what courses that offer 
trade skills, life skills, 
and apprentice programs. 
Needs of the future jobs. 

Plumbing, building, and 
electric. Not everyone 
needs to go to college.

I also think with the 
budget and state and fed-
eral programs that the 
budget should be looked 
at quarterly and yearly. 
If something is eliminat-
ed something else can 
take its place. Parents 
and board will make the 
choice with students.

Vote for Jan Guse, 
Mike Herman, Colin 
Whalen and Elizabeth 
Hedlund.

After all, they will 
be the leaders in the 
future. It seems to me 
that this process of 
the destruction of the 
schools is in liberalism, 
has been eroding the 
civilization of the west 
for a century and more, 
and is now about to 
reach its apogee.

Vicki Wimer
Owatonna
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Snapshots

Positive attitude is 
the best medicine
BY ROYETTA 
SPURGEON

This isn’t a 
story about 
a woman 

struggling with 
cancer or even a 
story about her as a 
“survivor.” This is a 
story about her life, 
her strength and 
how she has inspired 
everyone around her. 
#YOURESTRONG, 
#YOURESMART, 
#YOUREBEAUTIFUL 
(Kris Millerbernd)

I was diagnosed 
with Invasive Ductal 
Carcinoma (breast 
cancer) in December 
2015. After intense 
testing and consulta-
tion with her team of 
medical professionals 
from the Mayo Clinic 
in Rochester, I im-
mediately began an 
aggressive 20-week 
chemotherapy pro-
gression. I underwent 
a double mastectomy 
in June 2016, and a 
complete reconstruc-
tion after that.

I’m a super posi-
tive, busy, outgoing 
person. I don’t have 
time to sit around 
and dwell on it. It’s 
just go, go, go con-
stantly. I continue to 
do everything today 
– and more – than 
before the diagnosis. 
I haven’t skipped a 
beat, and don’t plan 
to. But things have 
certainly been differ-
ent since Thanksgiv-
ing 2015. That is when 
I noticed an unusual 
discharge on my 
bra. I didn’t honestly 
think much about 
it. I literally threw it 
in the laundry and 
went on about my 
business. Until the 
next day, that is. That 
night when I took 
it off, it was there 
again. That’s when I 
thought, I’m a clean 

person. I shower 
daily. That’s not 
normal. So, I told my 
husband, Mark, and 
showed him the bra, 
and after acknowl-
edging it as unusual, 
unbeknownst to me, 
he sent a text to the 
family’s doctor, Diane 
Wallner, in Owaton-
na. She wanted to see 
me first thing Mon-
day morning. It was 
then that a sample 
of the discharge was 
taken and tested. The 
results came back 
noncancerous, but to 
determine where the 
discharge was com-
ing from, blood work, 
and ultrasound and 

biopsies were done 
on both breasts. We 
didn’t have the actual 
results back, but 
(Wallner) called me, 
and I could just tell in 
her voice that it was 
probably not good. 
She said it’s probably 
99% breast cancer. 
It wasn’t 100%, but 
she just wanted to 
prepare me.

With that a phone 
call from Dr. Josh 
Froman, who per-
formed the biopsy, 
and confirmed it. The 
left one came back 
benign, and the right 
one came back posi-
tive. Their technical 
term was invasive 

ductile carcinoma, 
which is a fancy term 
for breast cancer. My 
husband and I decid-
ed to tell our boys, 
Mark and Hunter, (at 
the time 9 and 8 years 

old) they took it hard 
(they were young and 
many unknowns). We 
did not know what 
to expect because it 
was in the very, very 
beginning, so it was 

very hard. We all 
gained a better un-
derstanding of what 
the journey would 
entail in January 
2016.

Of
Breast cancer 

survivors and families 
share their stories

Royetta Spurgeon is a breast cancer survivor. She 
is shown with her sons, Mark and Hunter, along 
with her husband, Mark. They live in Hope.

“I am beyond blessed and do not 
take one day for granted.”

Royetta Spurgeon
Breast Cancer Survivor
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Praying that cancer 
was a one and done

BY JULIE 
ERICKSON-GREEN

These pic-
tures were 
me on May 

17, 2016, kissing my 
hair goodbye. That 
was how I an-
nounced that I had 
CANCER to most 
of my friends and 
family, through a 
social media post 
on Facebook.

My story started 
a few months ear-
lier. In early 2016, I 
noticed that I was 
having tenderness 
and gentle throb-
bing in my armpit 
that came on with 
no particular cause 
of onset. This had 
probably been 
going on for a few 
months already 
when I realized 
that it was a contin-
uous thing.

I decided to 
call the nurse 
line to see if I 
should go in for 
an exam and yes 
was the answer. 
The thought/diag-
nosis was maybe 
infection in the 
armpit from shav-
ing, which I was 
given antibiotics 
for[DG1]. After 
two rounds of 
antibiotics and no 
resolve, I was told 
that I should just 
wait a few months 
and come back.

My gut said NO!

I requested an 
ultrasound, which 
indicated an en-
larged lymph node. 
Still, I was told to 
do nothing, wait 
five months for my 
40th birthday, when 
insurance would 
cover a mammo-
gram.

Again, my gut 
said NO!

I went home and 
made an appoint-
ment for myself in 
Rochester. There, 
I had an exam in 
which a lump was 
felt in my breast 
tissue. I was also 
given more ul-
trasounds, MRIs 
and biopsies. The 
result, invasive 
ductal carcinoma, 
triple positive: 
HER2, estrogen 
and progesterone, 
breast cancer.

At 39 years old, 
that was so unex-
pected! I was quite 
healthy, I exercised 
all the time and was 
at the best shape of 
my life, then every-
thing changed. My 
treatment was che-
motherapy, double 
mastectomy (by my 

choice) and recon-
struction. 2016 was 
a hard year! I went 
through so much 
medically, physical-
ly and emotionally 
that year!

Looking back, 
I realize just how 
strong I was. I am 
coming up on six 
years cancer free, 
officially, on Oct. 
6. I still deal with 
medically induced 
menopause that 
started with my 
chemotherapy in 
May of 2016.

Every day, I 
wish I could go 
back to the body I 
had before can-
cer, but I am very 
thankful to have 
survived and that 
I am healthy now! 
I pray that my 
cancer was a one 
and done! I am so 
grateful for the 
support of friends 
and family during 
that time and to the 
present. My best 
advise is to trust 
yourself!

Julie Erick-
son-Green lives in 
Owatonna.

T HINK PINK
October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month

Breast cancer is the most 
commonly occurring cancer 
in women. It’s important to do 
self exams and schedule regu-
lar mammograms.

Potential warning signs 
for Breast Cancer:

• A new lump or mass
• Swelling
• Dimpling
• Pain
• Retraction
• Skin abnormalities
• Swollen lymph nodes

Reduce your risk
These strategies can help 

lower breast cancer risk:
• Limit alcohol consumption
• Maintain a healthy weight
• Eat plenty of fruits and 

veggies
• Don’t smoke
• Engage in regular exer-

cise
• Schedule regular mam-

mograms
• Consult with doctor about 

family history of breast cancer

BREAST CANCER AWARENESS

Exceptional Care.
Extraordinary Living.
903 Calverly Court • Ellendale, MN 56026

507-684-3026 • Cornerstone Management Services

“My best advice is to 
trust yourself.”

Julie Erickson-Green
Breast Cancer Survivor
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After the diagno-
sis, I moved all of my 
appointments and 
treatments to Mayo 
Clinic in Rochester. 
My first appointment 
was on Jan. 6 – one 
Wallner had set up 
prior to my breast 
cancer diagnosis. 
They were under the 
impression that they 
were starting from 
step one and going 
forward. They didn’t 
realize I had already 
been diagnosed with 
it. I had to redo every-
thing.

Over the next 
couple of weeks, I 
underwent tests and 
met with a team of 
doctors to determine 
my diagnosis and my 
treatment plan. They 
threw everything out 
there from A to Z, and 
then they eliminated 

as time went on and 
after different tests, 
their results con-
firmed the diagnosis 
in Owatonna. They 
did tell me it’s curable 
and it’s treatable! It 
wasn’t in my chest 
cavity, and it wasn’t 
in my lymph nodes 
so that was fantastic, 
that gave me a posi-
tive outlook on it. In 
mid-January, I began 
the first of 16 chemo-
therapy treatments. 
For 12 weeks, I chose 
chemo once a week, 
and the remaining 
eight weeks, it was ev-
ery other week. I also 
had targeted treat-
ments every three 
weeks to block the 
chemical the cancer 
produces.

Surgery was inev-
itable; there was no 
question I would do a 
double mastectomy. If 

I wanted, I could have 
done a lumpectomy 
to remove the spot, 
the tumor, or I could 
have removed the one 
(breast), but from the 
very get-go, there has 
been absolutely no 
question in my mind 
at all just take them 
both. It wasn’t even 
up for discussion!! 
I prayed and hoped 
they took it all and 
it would be all gone. 
Although my surgery 
hadn’t been sched-
uled, I anticipated it 
would be sometime in 
July with six to eight 
weeks of recovery. In 
the meantime, I felt 
good. Other than doc-
tor’s appointments 
and chemo days, I 
went to work every 
day. I didn’t have any 
reason to miss work.

Without knowing 
I had cancer, many 

wouldn’t be able to 
tell. Hopefully I still 
looked normal. I con-
tinued to run around, 
and I still had hair! 
Noting the chemo, I 
had 100% hair loss. 
I was blessed to be a 
part of the Mayo Clin-
ic study for cold caps. 
It’s a cooler, filled 
with ice and water, 
connected to some 
tubing that turns 
into a black cap that 
goes on your head. It 
looks like a beehive. 
The device is used an 
hour before, during 
and five hours after 
chemo treatments 
to keep my scalp at 
57 degrees. It closes 
the hair follicles, so 
it doesn’t suck up the 
chemo. The process 
is popular in Eu-
rope, where it’s been 
around for 20+ years, 
but it’s only a few 

years old in the U.S. 
and had only been 
used for six months at 
Mayo.

I was the last 
one to get in on the 
study, and was 100% 
successful. I’m so 
thankful. It was not 
a guarantee that the 
process would work. 
I prayed and prayed 
and followed the 
direction to a “T”, 
literally!

We are so thankful 
for all the emotional, 
physical and finan-
cial support we have 
received over the 
years from our fami-
ly, friends, employer, 
the community and 
people we didn’t even 
know. All continue 
to show their support 
and love by checking 
in on me, quite often. 
I am beyond bless-
ed and do not take 

one day for granted. 
Honestly, I think my 
positive attitude and 
my busyness was my 
best medicine; it kept 
me going and still 
does!

Fast forward to 
today, I am six years 
cancer free. I pray 
and am thankful 
every day I get on this 
earth. Mark and I 
will celebrate 17 years 
of marriage in Janu-
ary and our boys, are 
16 (Mark Jr.), and 15 
(Hunter). I continue 
to stay very busy 
keeping up with our 
boys and their many 
activities, including 
hockey, lacrosse, and 
fishing. God bless!

Royetta Spur-
geon lives in Hope 
and works at Fed-
erated Insurance in 
Owatonna.

Living with a mother Living with a mother 
who died youngwho died young

BY WENDY BOGEN

It’s 1997. I am 
25 years old, 
a newlywed, 

pregnant with my 
second child, living 
at the in-laws, on 
strike at my job, 
and find out my 
mother is diagnosed 
with stage 4 breast 
cancer.

Immediately 
after her diagno-
sis, my mother, 
Jean (Swearingen) 
Thostenson, had a 
mastectomy, and 
they removed many 
lymph nodes. She 
started her chemo 
and radiation ther-
apy and was sick 
from day one. She 
hated the fact that 
she lost her hair, her 
wigs were scratchy, 
and her fake boob 
was awkward.

A year and a half 
go by, the chemo 
and alternative 
treatments are not 
working, and the 
cancer is spreading 
to other parts of 
her body. But she 
continues to fight as 
she has a 13-year-

old son at home. But 
now the cancer was 
in her brain. Things 
progressed fast from 
there and my sweet 
mama took her last 
breath with me at 
her side on Nov. 28, 
1998.

Now I am 51 years 
old, and I realize 
how young she was 
at 47 to die. I have 
missed her so much. 
What I would give to 
be able to have my 
mom there for me 
when I have needed 
her the most. More 
than anything, I 
would have loved her 
to be able to watch 
my children grow, to 
cheer us on with our 
accomplishments, 
or just be a shoulder 
just to cry on.

I have often won-
dered why my mom? 

I am not afraid to 
die, but I do hate to 
know that one day 
my kids will have 
this same emptiness 
in their hearts as I 
have had in mine.

I can tell you 
that she is proudly 
looking down at all 
three of her kids, 
and her nine beau-
tiful grandchildren 
– most of whom she 
never got to meet. I 
am forever grateful 
for the time I did 
get with her, and for 
the foundation she 
gave me to make me 
the person that I am 
today. Thank you for 
being my rock mom, 
love you forever.

Wendy Bogen 
operates the Rustic 
Door and lives in 
Owatonna.

BREAST CANCER AWARENESS

CEDARS

507-437-3246700 1st Dr. NW, Austin, MN 55912
www.cedarsofaustin.com

www.facebook.com/CedarsofAustinSeniorLiving

SENIOR LIVING COMMUNITY
A place to call home

• Assisted Living
• Independent Living

• Memory Care
• Companion Memory Care

1180 Frontage Rd. E. Owatonna, MN
507-455-9551 • OwatonnaGranite.com
Making a di�erence in the lives that we touch.

Locally Owned by John & Barb Heerema

801 16th Ave NE, Austin, MN 55912 
507.437.9650 • www.hi.umn.edu100% of donations go directly to cancer research

We inspire discoveries that 
improve and extend  

human life.

Wendy Bogen is shown with her mother, Jean Thostenson, who died of 
breast cancer in 1998.

“I have often wondered 
why my mom?”

Wendy Bogen
Mother Died of Breast Cancer

Positive attitude is the best medicine
◄ POSITIVE from A5
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No response.

No response.

Next week’s question
The two guarantees in life – death 
and taxes – carry a bit more weight in 
Minnesota.
The state’s income tax rates start at 
5.35%, and seniors run the risk of 
having the state tax a part of their So-
cial Security benefits and pensions.

The 1.08% property tax rate is 

slightly above the national aver-
age, though Steele County is even 
higher, at 1.23%.
Sales tax rates in the state are higher 
than the national average, too, and 
Minnesota also imposes an estate tax.
All of that to say, residents pay a 
lot of taxes. Do you have ideas or 
plans for any sort of tax relief? 
There will be a limit of 300 words.

I have spoken with many 
constituents on this issue, 
including election judges, and 
other poll volunteers. To them, 
requiring a valid ID to vote is a 
common-sense measure and it 
has my full support. Every Minnesotan 
should have confidence in their vote 
and ensuring confidence should be a 
top priority to maintain democracy.
Minnesota is only 1 in 15 states that 
does not have any laws requesting or 
requiring voters to show some form 
of identification at the polls. However, 
Minnesota does require a valid ID to 
purchase alcohol, rent an apartment, 
buy a home, get on a plane, drive a car, 
and attend the DFL State Convention. 
The notion that eligible voters would 
be disadvantaged by having a voter ID 
requirement is unfounded and simply 
untrue. Currently, we even require a 

valid ID number to request a 
mail-in ballot. Why should it 
be different on Election Day?
I support allowing a multi-
tude of government identi-
fications to be accepted. We 
should allow driver’s licenses, 
passports, military ID cards, 

and government issued personal ID 
cards (which are distributed in place 
of driver’s licenses for those not able 
to drive). These forms of ID are readily 
available and nearly every eligible 
voter will already have at least one of 
them. As your Senator, I will always 
fight for your rights and freedoms and 
that starts by ensuring every ballot is 
cast freely and fairly without influ-
ence. Requiring an ID to vote is one 
step to instill confidence that every 
vote is cast with confidence.
More importantly, I want to hear from 
you! Send me an email with your thoughts 
at sen.gene.dornink@senate.mn.

I think that Minnesota has ad-
equate voter protection laws.
You need an ID to register to 
vote. You do not need an ID 
to vote if you have already 

registered.
Statistically we do not have 
any more voter fraud than we 
have had in previous elections.

As a citizen of this country, 
we have the privilege to vote 
for our leaders. No matter 
your gender, your skin color, 
or your income, we each get 
one vote. That is a sacred 
right given to citizens of this country 
and should be protected. Not every 
country gives its citizens this privi-
lege. Leaders in some countries are 
chosen because they have the right 
bloodline or are wealthy. But because 
our government is a democratic 
republic, leaders are chosen by the 
people from among their peers.
Leaders from both sides of the aisle 
should want safe and secure elections. 
We should both want our elections 
conducted with integrity. Citizens 
have the opportunity to be election 
judges and challengers to ensure fi-
delity. The person the citizens choose 
must be installed into office because 
that honors the voice of the people.

This is why I support voter 
ID. One needs identification 
for a myriad of activities 
including flying, buying 
alcohol, getting insurance, 
opening a bank account, 
applying for welfare benefits, 
and even having procedures 

done at the hospital. It seems reason-
able to expect those individuals that 
want to have a voice in electing the 
next leaders should be able to prove 
they are citizens of our country.
In addition to voter ID, I think we 
should shorten the early voting time 
and enact more safeguards on those 
who vote by mail. There is no reason 
early voting needs to start 45 days 
ahead of the election. To those who vote 
by mail, you should have a witness and 
a secure envelope with verification.
There are few civil actions that I take 
more seriously than voting. This is 
why we need voter ID, shorten the 
early voting time, and ensure mail-in 
ballots are verified.

Right or wrong, if the 
perception is there 
that a vote doesn’t 
count it will create 
anger and erode the 
trust between people. Everyone, no 
matter what political party, should 
come away from an election feeling 
like it’s a fair election.
Photo IDs are required for many 
things, including buying cigarettes, 
cashing a check, boarding an air-
plane, receiving food stamps, and 
purchasing a fishing license. Even 
the Minnesota DFL party required 
an approved photo ID to get into their 
state convention last spring.
For many other countries, including 
most of Europe, photo IDs for voting 
are required and non-contentious. I 
support photo IDs as one important 
measure to ensure election integrity. 
Why shouldn’t people have to prove 
who they say they are for something 
as important as voting?
To say that requiring an ID is voter 
suppression because people of color or 
poverty just don’t have the wherewith-
al to get an ID is offensive. Are those 
claiming this questioning the intelli-
gence or ingenuity of these people?
The real issue is accessibility. We need 
to make sure that any eligible voter 
who doesn’t have an appropriate ID is 
able to get one.
Voter ID legislation should contain 
robust provisions to issue free photo 
ID cards for eligible voters who do not 
have any of the required IDs. It should 
also establish a provisional balloting 
process for voters who don’t have an 
approved ID at the time of voting, 
allowing the voter up to seven days 
after the election to prove their iden-
tity. Finally, there are any number of 
photo IDs that could be appropriate, 
such as a driver’s license, state issued 
ID, military ID, or passport.
No voter should walk away from an 
election feeling that his/her vote 
doesn’t count. Election integrity mat-
ters. Let’s get voter ID passed!

Minnesota has one of 
the best-run elec-
tion systems in the 
country. Our votes 
are accurate and 
safe and we routinely rank at the top 
for voter participation. We should 
celebrate and be proud of that!
Some politicians try to gin up the 
idea that fraud is happening, or claim 
in advance that elections are rigged 
if they don’t win, but they never 
produce substantive proof. Ground-
less attacks on our voting system are 
attacks on our democracy, and they 
lead to events such as the riot to overt 
turn an election on January 6th.
I am grateful that in January of 2021, 
my opponent Rep. Bennett voted with 
the majority on Minnesota House 
Resolution One to reject the violence 
of January 6th, and to support the 
result of the November 2020 election. 
However, I am dismayed that she de-
liberately casts unfounded doubts on 
our state’s voting system and wants 
to restrict voting access.
I oppose the photo ID requirement for 
voting. Back in 20I2, voters in Min-
nesota rejected a photo ID require-
ment by a clear majority. My mother 
never learned to drive a car. She 
had no photo ID and if one had been 
required, it would been a substantial 
burden for her involving several trips 
to another town to obtain one.
She voted in every election all her life 
because she felt it was her responsi-
bility and because it was simple and 
accessible.
Documented cases of voter fraud are 
exceedingly rare. Voter restrictions 
are unwarranted and just end up dis-
enfranchising people like my mother. 
No eligible voter should be excluded 
from participating in the most basic 
act of democracy, voting!

Minnesota Senate District 23

Candidates share views about voting and ID
BY KAY FATE
STAFF WRITER

In an effort to keep you, 
our readers, well-informed 
and abreast of relevant 
issues, today is the 17th in 
a series of questions we are 
asking all of Steele County’s 
candidates for state office.

We want voters to know 
where each candidate 

stands on the issues to make 
their best decision at the 
ballot box.

Each week, we’ll ask the 
candidates a new question. 
They will all receive the 
same question, be given a 
word limit and a deadline 
of four days to answer. 
We’ll publish their answers 
the following Wednesday; 
responses may be edited 

for length.
The series will continue 

through Oct. 26, then we’ll 
give the candidates a little 
break before the Nov. 8 gen-
eral election.

If a candidate doesn’t 
respond, we’ll note that.

This week, we’re asking 
about Voter IDs:

Current Minnesota law 
does not require photo 

identification at the polls for 
registered voters. Minneso-
ta voters can also register 
at the polls on the day of 
an election by providing 
one of several approved 
forms of proof of address, 
or by having a registered 
voter vouch for them. A 
proposed bill from the State 
Senate in 2021 required – 
among other things – that 

all voters present a photo 
ID at the polls. It narrowly 
passed the Senate but had 
no support in the House of 
Representatives.

Do you support laws 
that require all voters to 
produce an official photo 
ID in order to vote? Why 
or why not? If yes, what 
types of IDs do you think 
should qualify?

Question of the Week:
Do you support laws that require all voters to produce an official photo ID in order to 

vote? Why or why not? If yes, what types of IDs do you think should qualify?

Minnesota House District 19B

Minnesota House District 23B

Patricia Mueller  
– R (i-27B), of Austin: 

Peggy Bennett –  
R (i-27A),  
of Albert Lea: 

Mary Hinnen-
kamp – DFL,  
of Albert Lea: 

Minnesota House District 23A

Tom Stiehm – DFL,  
of Austin:

Gene Dornink –  
R (i-27), of Brownsdale: 

Brandon Lawhead – DFL, 
of Austin:

I strongly support the re-
quirement to have a photo 
ID to vote! During my first 
term in the Senate, I was the 
co-author of the bill and in my 
second term I authored a bill 
for Voter ID.
I believe election integrity is very 
important and it is something I hear 
about quite frequently in my district. 
I do not know the exact percentage, 
but I believe that approximately 95% 
of voters in Minnesota have a driver’s 
license or photo ID and I believe 
should be required to show it to vote.
In our bill that we proposed, the other 

5% would have been provid-
ed a photo ID at NO charge. 
In today’s society there are 
so many requirements to 
show your driver’s license or 
ID, that voting should be one 
of them.
I am a 56-year-old male, and 

definitely show the signs of age, and I 
still am required to provide my photo 
ID to buy a case of beer at Hy-Vee li-
quor. I believe that at this past year’s 
Democrat convention, their members 
were required to show a photo ID 
to enter the event, yet I have never 
witnessed a Democrat take a positive 
vote for photo ID in Minnesota. I 
think that is wrong!

I do not support a requirement 
to present a photo ID when 
voting. The registration pro-
cess and sign-in are enough 
verification to vote on the day 
of voting.
I am not really sure what to add to 
this. Requiring photo ID is a privileged 
policy position to take, that I do not 
support. I am not naive to election con-
cerns, but the system we have works 

with VERY few irregularities. 
The people who work on Elec-
tion Day in this country are 
patriotic volunteers and should 
be respected as such. They are 
from both parties and they are 
well-trained, observant, de-
tail-oriented, and friendly folks 

that I think do a great job every time we 
have an election, whether it is a one-is-
sue levy vote or a Presidential year.
I am grateful for the volunteers in our 
precincts.

Minnesota Senate District 19

John Jasinksi – R (i-24), 
of Faribault: 

Kate Falvey – DFL,  
of Faribault:

If you think about it, no one 
seems to be concerned about 
showing an ID when buying al-
cohol or cigarettes or entering 
a casino to gamble or to get on 
an airplane, but if requested to 
show an ID to vote it raises claims of 
abuse and oppression.
The right to vote is one of our most 
important and protected rights 
granted by the constitution. It doesn’t 
matter if you think there has been 
past voter fraud or not, we must 

do everything we can to 
increase voter confidence 
and their trust in the voting 
system.
Yes, I do support requiring a 
photo ID to vote. It will elim-
inate one of the concerns 
that some voters have. That 

is verifying the identity and therefore 
the afforded right to vote. I would 
think any ID that would qualify for 
verifying identity would suffice and, 
in addition, we need to make sure we 
reduce any obstacles to acquiring 
that ID.

John Petersburg –  
R (i-24A), of Waseca: 

Abdulahi Ali Osman – 
DFL, of Owatonna: 
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cover for the landfill and 
for road projects–now 
taken from the eastern 
property, Niday said.

“We’re getting on the 
side of being dirt poor,” 
she said, adding the 
county could purchase 
that material.

Advantages of the 
eastern expansion in-
clude the use of existing 
facilities and roads. 
Previous work on the 

site will minimize the 
need for soil boring and 
geotechnical tests, and 
the county will likely 
be able to use existing 
monitoring wells.

Also, eliminating the 
demo site, Niday said, 
eliminates the risks that 
come with having an un-
lined disposal area. She 
said Minnesota Pollution 
Control is looking more 
closely at unlined demo 
disposal, because con-

struction materials now 
have more chemicals and 
contaminants in them.

Commissioners au-
thorized Golberg to sign 
off on a contract with 
SEH to move forward 
with the eastern expan-
sion. Niday said some 
technical drilling could 
be done as early as this 
fall, with design taking 
place over the winter 
and permits submitted 
to the state in March.

obtain permission to leave 
the state and 2 years of su-
pervised probation; Kenneth 
T. Price, 40, Ellendale, theft, 
$275; Kimberly M. Richards, 
38, Owatonna, no insurance, 
$275; Payton M. Schwartz, 
19, Owatonna, invalid license, 
$175; Dominick J. Vargas, 17, 
Owatonna, speeding, $115; 
Anthony D. Wade, 25, Farib-
ault, invalid license and seat 
belt, $200; Edenia G. Zamar-
ron, 19, Owatonna, disorderly 
conduct, stay of adjudica-
tion, diversion program, no 
contact with victim, anger 
management assessment, 
20 hours of community ser-
vice and 2 years of super-
vised probation; Raul Zapata, 
45, Owatonna, suspended 
license and stop sign, $325.

STEELE COUNTY 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Onanong H. Blood, 39, Clare-
mont, speeding, $115; Isaac D. 
Carlson, 22, Faribault, expired 

tabs, $105; Dessa R. Cham-
bers, 38, Owatonna, hands 
free violation, $125; Karen L. 
Fank, 52, Austin, failure to ob-
tain new license, $95; Araceli 
Gaspar, 26, Owatonna, speed-
ing, $115; Janett Gonzalez, 32, 
Mission, TX, invalid license, 
$175; Tiffany A. Hernandez, 
33, Owatonna, revoked 
license, stay of adjudication, 
$125 and 1 year of unsu-
pervised probation; Bryce L. 
Ingvaldson, 72, Deer River, 
no insurance and littering, 
$375; Isaiah A. Johnson, 18, 
Dodge Center, speeding, $215; 
Richard M. King, 38, Owaton-
na, no insurance, motorcycle 
violation, brakes violation, 
inoperative speedometer and 
revoked license, $675; Alexis 
J. Krippner, 19, Owatonna, 
speeding, $115; Virginia D. 
McCabe, 38, Shakopee, 
speeding, $135; Jeffrey A. 
Moe, 41, Owatonna, speeding, 
$135; Suleiman A. Mohamed, 
62, Faribault, speeding, $115; 
Blake D. Oakland, 31, Glenville, 
revoked license, $275; Claudia 

Oviedo Espinoza, 41, Waseca, 
speeding, revoked license 
and no insurance, $525; Katie 
L. Pawelk, 40, Greenfield, 
speeding, $135; Hunter D. 
Perdue, 16, Owatonna, speed-
ing, $275; Elizabeth B. Pulla 
Mora, 25, Coon Rapids, failure 
to drive in single lane, $125; 
Pablo P. Rosales, 32, Faribault, 
speeding, $115; Riley L. Ruedy, 
17, Waseca, speeding, $115; 
Jasmine A. Sanchez, 21, 
Mission, TX, speeding and 
invalid license, $235; Brady J. 
Schmahl, 23, Waseca, speed-
ing, $375; Eric G. Stephenson, 
45, Owatonna, hands free 
violation, $125; Anthony C. 
Trevino, 26, Owatonna, speed-
ing, $115; Chelsey J. Venero, 
31, Bolton, MO, expired tabs 
and failure to obtain new 
license, $125; Laura J. Wagner, 
32, Kilkenny, speeding, $115; 
Maddison C. Whitmore, 25, 
Mahtomedi, speeding, $135; 
Nicholas L. Willis, 26, Owaton-
na, speeding, $115; Carlos A. 
Wood, 49, Owatonna, revoked 
license, $275.

HISTORY

Dear Savvy Senior,
I saw a news seg-

ment on television a few 
months ago about home 
sharing programs for 
seniors and would like 
to learn more. I’m 68, 
divorced, and am inter-
ested in renting out a 
room in my house to help 
make ends meet. What 
can you tell me?

Interested Boomer

Dear Boomer,
Because of inflation 

and rising housing costs 
a growing number of 
baby boomers are opt-
ing to rent out a spare 
room in their house as 
a way to generate some 
extra income, and for 
some, increase compan-
ionship.

To find a good fit, 
older homeowners often 
turn to “home sharing 
programs” that will 
match an empty nester 
with someone needing 
affordable housing.

But be aware that 
home sharing isn’t for 
everyone. You need to 
carefully consider the 
pros and cons of renting 
out a spare room in 
your house and make 
a list of what you want 
and don’t want in a 
housemate/renter.

To help you figure 
all this out, a good re-
source is sharinghous-
ing.com, a website dedi-
cated to understanding 
the home sharing con-
cept. They offer various 
articles, online lessons 
and resource books that 
can help you determine 
if this is a good option 
for you, and if so, how to 
find and choose a good 
housemate.

Home Sharing 
Tools

If you decide to pro-
ceed in finding a house-
mate/renter, a good 
first step is to seek out a 
home sharing program 
in your area.

Home sharing pro-
grams, usually nonprof-
its, screen both home-
owners and renters. 
They check references, 
handle background 
checks, and consider 
lifestyle criteria when 
making matches. They 
can also help you with 
the leasing agree-
ment that the renter 
would sign that covers 
detailed issues like 
smoking, pets, chores, 
overnight guests, use of 
common rooms, quiet 
hours, etc.

Most home sharing 
programs are free to 
use or request a small 
donation. Others, 
however, may charge 
the homeowner and 
potential renter a fee for 
this service. To look for 
a home sharing pro-
gram in your area visit 
the National Shared 
Housing Resource Cen-
ter website at nation-
alsharedhousing.org.

If you don’t find a 
program that serves 
your area, you can also 
search for housemates 
through an online home 
sharing service like sil-
vernest.com. Or, if you’d 
rather have a younger 
housemate that can help 
out with some house-
hold chores, consider 
nesterly.com. This is an 
online home sharing 
agency, available in a 
few select communities, 
that matches young 
renters with older 
adults looking to supple-
ment their incomes and 
share their space.

If you don’t have any 
luck with any of these 
home sharing sites, put 
a call in to your Area 
Aging Agency (call 800-
677-1116 for contact in-
formation) who may be 
able to offer assistance 
or refer you to local 
agencies or nonprofit 
organizations that offer 
shared housing help.

You can also check 
with your local senior 
or community center, or 
local church you attend 
to see if you can post 
an ad on their bulle-
tin board or in their 
newsletter. Or you can 
advertise in your local 
newspaper or online at 
sites like craigslist.org 
or roommates.com.

If you find someone 
on your own that you’re 
interested in renting 
to, ask the prospective 
renter to fill out a rental 
application (see rent-
alleaseagreement.org 
to download and print 
one for free) and run a 
tenant screening and 
background check, and 
then call their referenc-
es. Tenant screening/
background checks 
can be done at sites 
like e-renter.com or 
mysmartmove.com.

Send your senior 
questions to: Savvy 
Senior, P.O. Box 5443, 
Norman, OK 73070, 
or visit SavvySenior.
org. Jim Miller is a 
contributor to the 
NBC Today show and 
author of “The Savvy 
Senior” book.

Home sharing is growing History from the News Archives

10 Years Ago
Oct. 16, 2012

RICK L. BUSSLER, PUBLISHER

The Blooming Prairie Awesome 
Blossoms football squad celebrat-
ed a 12-7 road victory at Faribault 
Bethlehem Academy on Saturday, 
Oct 6. The Blossoms surprised the 
previously unbeaten Cardinals with 
a tough defense and some big plays 
to earn their 8th-straight Gopher 
Valley Conference title. A last 
minute interception in the Blossoms 
end zone helped seal the victory and 
provided a nail-biter finish to an 
exciting game.

It didn’t take science teacher Ali 
Mach long to get into the BP school 
district new greenhouse once it was 
completed. Since the beginning 
of the school year her junior and 
senior science students have been 
busy with projects of a hands on 
nature. “The prospects of proj-
ects and experiments are almost 
limitless,” commented Mach. As of 
now, the science class is the only 
class in school that uses the facility 
regularly, but many other classes 
in the high school and eventually 
the elementary school will have 
opportunities to enjoy the thrill of 
learning by actually doing science 
projects.

20 Years Ago
Oct. 15, 2002

ELSIE SLINGER, EDITOR

During Fire Prevention Month, 
kindergarteners got the chance to 
step into the fire truck and ask ques-
tions of firefighter Nick Schiefert at 
the Blooming Prairie Fire Depart-
ment’s tour. The winners of the An-
nual Fire Prevention Poster contest 
were announced. They winners are: 
Melissa Nachin, first grade; Rachel 
Anderson, sixth grade; and Bryce 
Halla, fourth grade.

Blooming Prairie council ap-
proved the request for the police 
department to invest in a drug 
dog at their monthly meeting. The 
cost will be $2,000. The 1-year-old 
purebred Golden Retriever would 
be donated to the department and 
training taken through Ramsey 
County over a two-week period at 
a reduced rate. Other costs will be 
covered by the city, but the costs 
could be recouped through seized 
property once a hit is made.

50 Years Ago
Oct. 18, 1972

VICTOR, VERNON & VRYLE KREJCI, 
PUBLISHERS

No filings were received for 
the lone council position to be 
filled at this year’s village election 
announced clerk, Robert Beck-
er. Councilman Reuben Carlson 
announced he would not be seeking 
re-election before the deadline, 
which was October 10th. This is the 
first time village officials can re-
member that a council position went 
“begging” for lack of a candidate on 
the ballot in Blooming Prairie. No 
explanation is known for the little 
interest shown by residents in this 
year’s town election.

The Blooming Prairie football 
team dropped their conference 
record to 2 wins and 3 losses when 
they were defeated by Ellendale 24-0 
last Friday. The Raiders dominated 
the game from start to finish. El-
lendale played an aggressive game 
gaining 147 yards in passing and 219 
yards on the ground for a total of 
366 total yards. The Blossoms will 
attempt to climb to an even record 
in the conference this week as they 
travel to New Richland.

75 Years Ago
Oct. 16, 1947

FRANK KREJCI, PUBLISHER

From the Red & Black
On Tuesday and Wednesday 

mornings the seniors started out 
by car to Austin to have their 
graduation pictures taken. In the 
cars in which the girls were riding 
the windows had to be kept up so 
nobody would get mussed. Clothes 
were hung on hangers on every win-
dow. The policy of “first come – first 
serve” was used so the ones who got 
there early were in luck. Everyone 
thought it would be nice to get a 
day out of school, but after sitting 
on front of the bright lights and 
turning one way and then another 
for a half a day, they were beginning 
to wonder.

Confirmation services were held 
Sunday at Red Oak Grove Lutheran 
Church with the pastor, Rev. H. J. 
Rasmussen officiating. Confirmed 
were: James Linquist, Ordean 
Grant, Raeburn Hanson, Harry 
Hightshoe, Virgil Christianson, 
Gaylen Severson, Bernice Duken, 
Lorraine Helleck, Francis Tollefson, 
Madelene Basness and Janice 
Lestrud. An offering of over $500 
was contributed by the congregation 
to the Lutheran World Action.

Owatonna Photo News
31 Years Ago

Oct. 17, 1991
TOM SHEA, PUBLISHER

Owatonna Junior High School 
Math Club participated in their 
second Minnesota Junior High 
Math Competition at Mankato. 
Owatonna’s B team composed of 
Ann Schaffner, Sara Johnson, 
Aaron Johnson, John Kavitz, Mike 
Arnold and Chrystie Hanson took 
first place with 150 points. The 
Owatonna A team composed of 
Ben Neigebauer, John Eggers, Jim 
Arthur, Natalie Wilder, Erica Ross 
and Charissa Pettyjohn scored 144 
points to tie for third place.

OFF TO STATE – The Owatonna 
Indian girls tennis team captured 
the Region 1AA Tennis Champi-
onship with a thrilling win over 
Apple Valley. Also earning entry in 
the individual portion of the State 
Tournament was the doubles team of 
Jenni Granquist/Krista Friedrich. 
Team members are Mary Kenow, 
Jenny Anderson, Captains Heather 
Anderson and Melissa Oberlie, Krista 
Frierich, Jenny Granquist, Gretchen 
Hinchley, Mary Richards, Liz Stroick, 
Lisa Voss, Angie Johnson and Jen-
nifer Conlin. The girls are coached 
by, Head Coach, Ron Phillips and 
Assistant Coach Norma Jansen.

COURTESY ELLENDALE HERITAGE SOCIETY
Two miles north of Beaver Lake on County Road 28 is where the settlement 
of Berlin was located. The brick building that is still standing was the Berlin 
Creamery, but in addition to that, there was at one time a school, a butter 
maker’s house, Berlin Store with living quarters in the back and even a feed 
mill and blacksmith shop. When this settlement was thriving, the Clarence 
Thompson family (Mardelyn Thompson’s parents) lived on the farm across the 
road. This photo shows Clarence, “Spike” as he was known, posing in front of 
the Berlin store with his horse.

Berlin was once thriving

507-583-2271
866-5DR-CHAD www.drchad.org 344 East Main Street

Blooming Prairie, MN

County to expand landfill
◄ COUNTY from A1

◄ BLOTTER from A3

PUBLIC SAFETY
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EMPLOYMENT

WE ARE
HIRING!

To apply, scan the code or visit:
mbtbank.bank/discover/careers

If a commitment to quality customer service 
and community involvement interests you, 
apply for the career opportunity that best 
fits your skills.

HAYFIELD, MN
Teller/Retail Banker
Ag/Commercial Lender

DODGE CENTER, MN
Consumer Lender/Underwriter

We offer a comprehensive benefit package, matching
401k and profit sharing. No nights or weekends.

PURCHASING AND INVENTORY CONTROL POSITION
• Experience and Previous Knowledge of Purchasing • Basic Knowledge of ERP System

• Good Communication and Customer Service • Hardworking and Motivated
• Flexible Schedule:  Monday – Friday

ASSEMBLERS
• Hardworking and Motivated • Day Shift:  6am – 2:30pm

TRUCK DRIVER
• CDL Required • Day Shift: 8 Hours

- Competitive Wages - Health Insurance - Dental Insurance - Retirement Plan - PTO

WE ARE LOOKING FOR 

APPLY IN PERSON

 Hardworking,  Motivated Individuals
To Join Our Team!

400 Alexander Drive SW, Owatonna, MN 55060
507-455-2893 Phone • 507-455-2912 Fax

www.foamcraftpackaging.com

PUBLIC SAFETY

Prairie Manor Care Center
Has an immediate opening for 

Housekeeping
Part-Time 20 hours per week

Please contact:  
kwilson@prairiemanorinc.com

or call 507-583-4434

POLICE BLOTTER
Steele County

BLOOMING PRAIRIE 
POLICE

Oct. 8
DWI: Officer made a DWI 
arrest in the 33800 block 
of Highway 218 in Udolpho 
Township at 11:59 p.m.
Oct. 11
Arrest: Police arrested a 
motorist during a traffic stop 
at Highway Ave. N. and 2nd 
St. NE at 4:28 a.m.
Crash: At 8:03 a.m., a motor 
vehicle accident resulting in 
property damage occurred 
in the 300 block of Highway 
Ave. S.

OWATONNA POLICE
Oct. 7
Assault: Police responded 
to an assault in the 300 
block of Pine Ave. NE at 1:20 
p.m. They issued a citation 
at the scene.
Assault: At 6:33 p.m., an 
assault occurred in the 600 
block of Cedar Ave. S.
Shoplifting: At 8:10 p.m., a 
shoplifting incident occurred 
in the 1100 block of Frontage 
Rd. W.
Oct. 8
DWI: Police made DWI 
arrests at Oak Ave. S. and 
Mill St. W. at 12:55 a.m. and 
at Elm Ave. N. and Broadway 
St. E. at 11:06 p.m.
Shoplifting: At 3:52 p.m., a 
shoplifting incident occurred 
in the 300 block of Park Dr. 
NW.
Hit and Run: At 5:08 p.m., 
a hit and run accident oc-
curred in the 3900 block of 
Cabela Dr. NW.
Oct. 9
Arrest: Police arrested a 
motorist during a traffic stop 

in the 100 block of Pearl St. 
W. at 1:56 a.m.
Domestic: Officers respond-
ed to a domestic distur-
bance in the 700 block of 
State Ave. NW at 3:13 a.m. 
They arrested a subject at 
the scene.
Trespassing: Police 
responded to a subject tres-
passing in the 300 block of 
20th St. NE at 4:36 p.m.
Theft: Police arrested a sub-
ject following a theft incident 
in the 1100 block of Frontage 
Rd. W. at 8:31 p.m.
Oct. 10
Burglary: Police began a 
burglary investigation in the 
1200 block of Frontage Rd. 
W. at 4:07 a.m.
Crash: Officers responded 
to a motor vehicle accident 
resulting in property damage 
in the 200 block of Mineral 
Springs Road NE at 1:30 p.m. 
They issued a citation to one 
of the drivers.
Warrant: Police made war-
rant arrests in the 700 block 
of Cedar Ave. S. at 1:32 p.m. 
and the 500 block of State 
Ave. NW at 9:52 p.m.
Theft: Officer took a theft 
report in the 2200 block of 
Hartle Ave. SE at 3:54 p.m.
DWI: Officer made a DWI 
arrest at North St. E. and Elm 
Ave. N. at 11:51 p.m.
Oct. 11
Threats: Police responded 
to a subject making threats 
in the 500 block of 15th St. 
NE at 11:14 a.m.
Fraud: Officer took a fraud 
report in the 500 block of 
Ridge Road NE at 2:17 p.m.
Oct. 12
Disturbance: Police re-
sponded to a disturbance in 
the 400 block of Bridge St. 
W. at 11:08 a.m.
Vandalism: Property dam-

age was reported in the 400 
block of Dartt Ave. NE at 
2:31 p.m.
Theft: Officer took a theft 
report in the 400 block of 
North St. W. at 5 p.m.
Shoplifting: At 5:31 p.m., a 
shoplifting incident occurred 
in the 1100 block of Frontage 
Rd. W.
Theft: At 7:24 p.m., a motor 
vehicle was reported stolen 
from the 700 block of Acade-
my St. E.

ARRESTS
Steele County

OWATONNA POLICE
Andrew Graham Scott, 31, 
arrested at 12:27 a.m. Oct. 8, 
felony domestic assault and 
interfering with 911 call, held 
for court.
William Joseph Yanchulis 
Jr., 41, arrested at 4:45 a.m. 
Oct. 9, felony domestic as-
sault by strangulation, held 
for court.
Jordan David Lindeman, 25, 
arrested at 6:30 p.m. Oct. 
9, warrant arrest, held for 
court.
Tamara Jane Olson, 39, 
arrested at 9:58 p.m. Oct. 10, 
warrant arrest, $7,500 bail.
Joshua Jared Rocha, 28, 
arrested at 1:02 a.m. Oct. 
12, DWI-test refusal, held 
for court.
Daniel Joseph Green, 34, 
arrested at 8:30 p.m. Oct. 11, 
warrant arrest, $3,000 bail.
Codie James Tesch, 24, 
arrested at 1:14 a.m. Oct. 13, 
felony motor vehicle theft, 
aggravated robbery and 
fleeing in motor vehicle, held 
for court.
Brandon Dean Berg, 32, ar-
rested at 10:45 p.m. Oct. 13, 
felony threats of violence, 
assault of peace officer and 
obstruction with force, held 
for court.

STEELE COUNTY 
SHERIFF

Larry Edward Carlson, 62, 
arrested at 11:19 p.m. Oct. 
7, warrant arrest, held for 
court.
Joseph Michael Wencl, 22, 
arrested at 2:35 a.m. Oct. 9, 
probation violation warrant 
arrest, held for court.
Jesse Ora Halley, 36, ar-
rested at 8:21 a.m. Oct. 10, 
warrant arrest, body only.
Zachary Martin Ahrens, 
20, arrested at 10:06 a.m. 
Oct. 12, probation violation 
apprehension and detention, 
held for court.
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911 Center 
may 

relocate
BY JONI HUBRED

NEWS EDITOR

While Steele and Rice 
County officials will likely 
continue a joint powers 
agreement (JPA) for emer-
gency dispatch, both boards 
are looking at where to 
locate the 911 call center.

Last week, Steele County 
board members reviewed a 
911 feasibility study au-
thorized by Rice County 
commissioners and drafted 
by Wold Architects. The 
draft report was designed to 
gather data about future 911 
operations and space needs.

The core planning 
group included Rice com-
missioners and staff, as 
well as Jill Bondhus, 911 
dispatch administrator, 
and consultants.

Steele commissioners 
Jim Abbe and James 
Brady, county administra-
tor Scott Golberg, and facil-
ities and fleet director Jake 
Rysavy also participated.

The study presented 
three options–renovating 
the existing Law Enforce-
ment Center (LEC) space in 
Owatonna, renovating parts 
of the Rice County LEC 
that will be vacated in 2024, 
when their new public safe-
ty center opens, and termi-
nating the JPA and setting 
up a Rice County center in 
the vacant LEC space.

However, said Jacob 
Wollensak, who presented 
the study for Wold, “As a 
group, we’ve eliminated 
the third option. That’s not 
anything anyone feels is 
good to pursue.”

The current space 
in Owatonna measures 
3,000 square feet. The 
study anticipates a need 
for 14 consoles–seven are 
operating today–and nearly 
twice that amount of space 
within 10 years.

County officials during 
their Tuesday meeting also 
voted to move forward with 
a plan to renovate part of the 
under-used Detention Center 
and add space for the sheriff’s 
department. That could free 
up space on the LEC build-
ing's first floor to accommo-
date a kitchenette, conference 
room, locker room, and office, 
Wollensak said, which would 
be eliminated to make space 
for the consoles.

“The proposal that we 
came up with was geared 
toward getting an open 
call floor, so they can have 
more clear communication 
with their staff, and all the 
call takers can be within 
sightline of each other for 
support,” he added.

The Rice LEC option, 
Wollensak said, offers open 
space with enough room 
not only for the future 
Rice-Steele needs but also 
flexibility to add another 
county into the mix. There 
would be a need to upgrade 
fire suppression and other 
“best practices” items to 
bring the area up to dis-
patch standards.

The bulk of the costs 
for any option, Wollensak 
said, will be the technology, 
especially with moving into 
Rice County–although con-

‘I knew I needed help’
Firefighter of 
Year reveals 

trauma of job
BY JONI HUBRED

NEWS EDITOR

Some things Owatonna 
firefighter Jason Karsten has 
seen have settled deep inside 
his heart.

During last week’s 2022 
Firefighter of the Year cel-
ebration, held at the Owa-
tonna Eagles Club, Karsten 
talked about his most memo-
rable call, the rescue of three 
women whose vehicle had 
landed in water. Wearing a 
wet suit in the freezing cold, 
he got into the water to free 
the last victim from behind 
the steering wheel.

The doors were closed, the 
car was submerged. Later, he 
learned the woman was the 
mother of a family friend.

As another firefighter cut 
the woman’s seat belt, she 
popped into Karsten’s arms 
and he got her to shore.

“I thought she was gone,” 
he said, but later learned 
she was brought back to life. 
“That was one of my most 
memorable calls, because we 
saved this lady’s life.”

Other memories are not as 
positive. Karsten said he has 
responded to serious plane 
crashes and serious car acci-
dents, many of them fatal.

“Those calls weighed a 
lot on me, and it affected 
me mentally,” he told the 
audience, which included 
members from the host 
Exchange Club of Owatonna, 
city officials, and firefighters 
and their families. “I got 
to the state of mind where 
I really didn’t want to talk 
to anybody. I was on edge. 
I would have pretty severe 
mood swings.”

‘I knew I needed help’
His mental health strug-

gles also took a toll on his 
wife and children, his par-
ents, and his Owatonna Fire 
Department family.

“Anything would set me 
off. I knew I needed help at 
that time,” Karsten said. 
“Every part of my life was 
affected.”

Several years ago, he 
reached out and talked to a 
therapist who showed him 
how to deal with he had 
seen. It helped him, and 
he encouraged his fellow 
firefighters to “please talk 
to someone.”

“Don’t let it build up in-
side, because it hits home,” 
he said.

Karsten also thanked 
his wife and children, “they 
have been through a lot”, as 
well as past and present fire-
fighters and the Exchange 
Club.

Asked why he chose to 
share his personal story, 
Karsten said he had done a 
lot of research and knows 
he’s not the only one in the 
fire service who struggles.

“Firefighters, police 
officers, EMS, we see there’s 
a lot of suicide with that,” he 
said. “I had to reach out and 
do something.”

After celebrating his 20th 
anniversary as an on-call 
firefighter, Karsten thought 
about retiring, but said Owa-
tonna has a young depart-
ment and “I do have knowl-
edge to help teach and help 
the new up and comers.”

“I’m thankful for the 
past 20 years,” he said. “I 
might have a few more in 
me, we’ll see.”

Along with a plaque, 
Karsten was honored with 
a plank bearing his name; 
it will be installed at the 
boardwalk in the Steele 
County Historical Soci-
ety’s Village of Yesteryear 
on Austin Road in Owa-
tonna.

A mentor and leader
Fire Chief Ed Hoffman, 

who selects the Firefighter of 
the Year, said he sent out an 
invitation asking for nomina-
tions. The result didn’t come 
as a surprise.

“We got one name coming 
up over and over,” Hoffman 
said.

Karsten is a great mentor 
and leader, he added, and 
shares knowledge from 
the work he does with the 
Minnesota Department of 
Transportation fire team. 
“He brings a lot to the de-
partment. The firefighters 
really support you.”

Hoffman also thanked the 
Exchange Club for honoring 
firefighters for the past 20 
years, as well as all the re-
tired firefighters “for every-
thing they’ve done to get us 
to where we are” and current 
firefighters for their service.

“One group we don’t 
always acknowledge a lot is 
our spouses, our families, 
our significant others,” he 
said. “The calls come in 
whenever. We’re leaving 
family events, dinners, 
dates… We can’t do what we 
do without your support.”

The evening included 
a presentation from 2003 
Firefighter of the Year Leon 
Ellis, who shared stories 
about many of Owatonna’s 
major fires during his time 
with the department. Along 
with talking about each in-
cident, he shared newspaper 
articles that showed photos 
of the department at work 
fighting business, house, 
and church fires.

Help 
available for 
assistance 
in the home

It may be time to 
think about assis-
tance in the home for 

a family member. Through 
the Department of Human 
Services in Minnesota, 
there are a variety of re-
sources available that are 
applicable.

One of the programs 
available is MnChoices 
which helps make deci-
sions about long-term 
care and support services. 
MnChoices provides as-
sessments to determine eli-
gibility for publicly funded 
programs and services. 
People who will benefit 
from MnChoices need 
long-term care services 
and support. Lead agencies 
will have support planning 
to understand the needs 
of the person and what 
support options such as 
a nursing home or other 
institution can help. If 
qualified, publicly funded 
programs can grant access 
to Medical Assistance 
homes and communi-
ty-based waiver services. 
Other benefits of the Mn-
Choices assessment are to 
promote equal accessibil-
ity across all populations 
and support services for 
the individual's needs and 
preferences.

MN Choices is a Com-
prehensive Assessment to 
determine what programs 
clients are eligible for 
pending their assessed 
needs. The Assessment 
can be for anyone of any 
age and should be on MA 
or Qualify for MA which 
has financial limitations 
for certain programs. The 
Assessment determines 
eligibility for programs 
like Elderly Waiver (EW), 
Alternative Care (AC), 
Essential Community Sup-
ports (ECS), Personal Care 
Assistance (PCA), Com-
munity Access for Dis-
ability Inclusion (CADI) 
Waiver, and many other 
programs.

Additionally, the 
Elderly Waiver program 
provides services for peo-
ple over the age of 65 who 
are eligible for Medical 
Assistance (MA) and are 
in need of care that is 
generally provided in a 
nursing home but choose 
to stay and live within 
their own community. To 
qualify, an assessment is 
completed through the 
Long-Term Care Con-
sultation that must meet 
criteria such as requiring 
the level of care provided 
in a nursing home, cost no 
greater than the estimated 
cost of the nursing home, 

Ribbon cutting celebrates Owatonna streetscape
BY JONI HUBRED

NEWS EDITOR

Cold weather and 
even a few snowflakes 
didn’t stop the fun 
Thursday, as Owatonna 
officials and business 
owners celebrated the 
official completion of 
the North Cedar Ave-
nue streetscape project.

The $4.5 million proj-
ect updated sewers and 
roadways; widened side-
walks; added planters, 
benches, and other fix-
tures; turned alleys into 
pedestrian walkways; 

created bump-outs and 
reoriented parking; and 
added trees, grasses, 
and flowering plants.

Construction on 
North Cedar’s 100, 200, 
and 300 blocks started 
with a June 2021 ground-
breaking–and warmer 
weather than the Octo-
ber 13 ribbon cutting. 
But Main Street director 
Lisa Cochran said all 
things considered, she 
was “very pleased with 
the turnout.”

“It was great to see 
the businesspeople, the 

STAFF PHOTO BY JONI HUBRED
Owatonna mayor Tom Kuntz, center, held the scissors as officials formally cut the ribbon on the North Cedar 
Avenue streetscape project. The 100-300 blocks have been under construction since June of 2021. See RIBBON on A14 ►

See 911 on A13 ►

Steele Talkin’
ROBERT BENSON

See HELP on A14 ►

STAFF PHOTO BY JONI HUBRED
Exchange Club member Gail Buckingham presents a plank to Firefighter of the Year Jason Karsten. 
It will be installed at the Steele County Historical Society Village of Yesteryear boardwalk.

STAFF PHOTO BY JONI HUBRED
Owatonna Fire Chief Ed Hoffman, left, introduces Firefighter of 
the Year Jason Karsten during a celebration held Thursday at the 
Owatonna Eagles Club. The event has been hosted for 20 years 
by the Exchange Club of Owatonna. 

“Anything would set me off. I knew I needed help at that time.”
Jason Karsten

Firefighter of the Year
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and experiences with 
each other.

There is a pecking 
order when a veteran ap-
plies. World War II vets go 
first, Korean War vets are 
next, and then Vietnam 
veterans can have the 
chance to make the flight.

“I’m glad I went,” said 
Trom. “It’s an opportuni-
ty of a lifetime.”

Mail call
Just after the 85 veter-

ans and their 85 guard-
ians boarded the plane, 
they were treated to a 
water cannon salute.

A highlight of the trip 
for Trom came early in 
the flight when he heard 
“Mail Call” over the 
loudspeaker. Military 
types are familiar with 
that familiar phrase after 
serving their country.

Guardians, including 
Kerri, were encouraged 
to write a letter and send 
to Honor Flight organiz-
ers who addressed the 
piece to the veteran.

“I got about 20 pieces of 
mail, which really was a 
nice gesture,” Trom said.

Trom sat across the 
aisle from a Brainerd 
Korean War vet.

“We knew some of the 
same people,” he said. 
“Isn’t that something!”

Salute at Dulles
The flight was 1 hour 

and 58 minutes, and 
another water cannon 
salute came upon the 
arrival at the Dulles 
International Airport.

The group’s first stop 
was the Air Force Memo-
rial, which is quite new 
with 30 spires surround-
ing the memorial. The 
shortest spire was 201 feet 
tall, and the tallest spire 
was 270 feet. Trom said 
it reminded him of the 
three airplanes mounted 
near I-35 north of Owa-
tonna.

The spires are to rep-
resent a vapor trail left 
by a jet airplane, he said. 
The memorial overlooks 
D.C. and gave veterans 
and their guardians 
a “nice view” of the 
Pentagon, the Washing-
ton Memorial and other 
popular memorials.

The group then took 
a lunch break at the Air 
Force Museum.

Next stop was the 
World War II memori-
al, with the European 
Theatre on top and the 

Pacific Theatre below.
“It was very impres-

sive,” Trom said.
The Korean War 

Memorial featured bigger 
than life-size soldiers 
marching through the 
rice paddies, wearing 
Army ponchos. The 
soldiers were on a battle 
march.

Trom said that was 
a favorite because he 
served a long time in 
Korea and got to know 
the terrain well. He said 
three soldiers from south-
eastern Minnesota were 
killed in the Korean War.

Unknown soldier
Another highlight 

came as veterans and 
their guardians visited 
the Arlington Cemetery. 
The Minnesota group 
was fortunate to see the 
changing of the guard at 
the Tomb of the Un-
known Soldier.

“My daughter really 
liked this,” Trom said.

While his group “got 
behind” early and thus 
missed seeing some 
sights, they saw most 
when the Honor Flight 
vets took a bus tour 
around the mall area.

That tour enabled 
the military veterans a 
chance to see the Capitol, 
the White House, and 

many other notable 
shrines.

“We called this tour 
a drive-by,” said Trom, 
adding he was disap-
pointed that his group did 
not have time to visit the 
Vietnam Wall.

On the bus ride, Trom 

said he made friends 
with a Vietnam vet from 
Anoka.

“I tried to encourage 
him to have a special 
Vietnam Tribute, similar 
to what Blooming Prairie 
did several years ago,” 
Trom said.

The Honor Flight end-
ed with the plane landing 
at 10:30 p.m.

“It was a long day but 
an unforgettable one,” 
Trom said. “We had just 
witnessed seeing the 
nerve center of the world 
in action.”

NEWS

PEGGY WILL
WORK HARD

ON THESE ISSUES 
AND MORE!

3 Help people afford the high cost of living. Help ALL Minnesotans keep 
more of their hard-earned money! 

3 A government in need of reform — eliminate the HUGE omnibus bills 
so legislators can work together to pass important bills! 

3 Everyone, no matter your political party, should come away from an 
election feeling like it’s fair and Secure. I authored two election reform 
bills and am committed to work on this issue until it is fixed! 

3 Education needs to go back to basics. Teachers are overloaded with 
paperwork and mandates. We need to get back to the basics of math, 
literacy, basic science, and history!  

3 People deserve to feel safe. I support our police officers and well 
funded law enforcement to keep our communities safe!

VOTE3
PEGGY BENNETTNovember 8th!

She is a  strong voice for our area!

Visit my website www.Bennett4House.com to learn more about
my accomplishments, priorities, and challenges I am working on 

every day for the people of District 23A.

MY MOST IMPORTANT ENDORSEMENT IS YOU!

She is a
STRONG voice

for our area!
PEGGY

BENNETT

Re-Elect

 

Prepared and paid for by the Bennett for MN House 23A Committee • PO Box 308 • Albert Lea, MN 56007
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PANTHER
Of The Week

NRHEG Elementary School- Ellendale
This week’s Panther of the Week is 
Joshua Mejia-Estrada. Joshua is the son of 
Flor and Oscar and they reside in Ellendale. 
He’s in Mrs. Klukow’s fourth grade class. 

Josh emanates what Panther Pride looks 
like. He is a leader and expects fellow 
classmates also to show Panther Pride. 
Josh has many friends because he is kind to 
everyone. 

Josh loves to play football and be with his 
friends. Keep up the great work Joshua!

903 Calvary Court • Ellendale, MN 56026
507-684-3026

Cornerstone Management Services
Congratulations Panthers!

507-684-9422
Ellendale

Thursday, Nov. 10 - 6p.m.

1930 Austin Road • Owatonna 
www.michaelsonfuneral.com

Join us for a nice meal and a 
variety of topics to discuss.

Open to anyone interested in giving feedback 
on funeral and community-related topics.

Call 
 507-451-7943

by Nov. 7 to register as space is limited.

ROUND TABLE
DISCUSSION

Thanks
from

LAKESIDE
We would like to take this 

opportunity to express our thanks 
for your loyalty and hard work. 
Our success depends on the 

quality of our staff members and 
we recognize and appreciate your 
contributions and achievements. 

Thank you, from all of us at  
Lakeside Foods, Inc.

Thanks
from

LAKESIDE
We would like to take this opportunity to express 

our thanks for your loyalty and hard work.
Our success depends on the quality of our staff 
members, and we recognize and appreciate your 

contributions and achievements.
Thank you, from all of us at

 Lakeside Foods, Inc.

Honor Flight
◄ FLIGHT from A1
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struction in that space 
would be minimal.

The base project cost 
for renovating in Steele 
County is estimated at 
$2,192,843; in Rice Coun-
ty, it’s $2,940,666.

Potential timelines 
for both projects would 
have the Steele option 
done in March 2024 
and the Rice option, in 
May 2025. Also, with 
the Rice County option, 
the current dispatch 
back-up location in 
Faribault would have to 
be moved, likely to the 
Steele County LEC.

Commissioner Greg 
Krueger said there’s a 
trend now to do region-
alization for 911. He 
asked whether that op-
tion has been explored.

The southeast region 
conducted a study in 
2014, Bondhus said, and 
there are some shared 
projects going on, but 
not consolidation.

“I know these posi-
tions are not easy to fill, 
and I just think that’s 
an option that should be 
on the table when you’re 
talking about this type of 
change,” Krueger said.

Abbe said this might 

be a “golden opportuni-
ty” to open talks with 
one of the southern met-
ro counties with facilities 
that might have room for 
future expansion.

“I understand the de-
sire to possibly relocate 
to Rice County but that 
comes at a considerable 
cost,” he said, adding 
that the county in no way 
is unhappy with the cur-
rent JPA. “I just think it 
needs to be looked at.”

After presenting to 
the Rice, Joint Powers, 
and Steele boards, 
Bondhus said, the next 
step will be taking feed-
back from both counties 
to the Joint Powers 
board.

OBITUARIES

BRICK-MEGER  
FUNERAL HOME

MEDFORD  
FUNERAL HOME

GLEN MIKE

Proudly Serving Steele County

TRUST US TO Handle With Care

507.451.1457 • megercares.com

BRETT

OBITUARIES
Obituaries Sponsor:

LEGACY MONUMENT SALES
Leon & Lori Bohlman 507-456-7864 or 507-456-3735

landlbo@gmail.com

Frank Panos, 64, Owatonna
Frank “Poncho” 

Panos died Wednes-
day, Oct. 12, 2022, at 
Homestead Hospice 
House in Owatonna.

Francis Stanley 
Panos was born 
Dec. 30, 1957 to Stan-
ley and Elsie (Zak) 
Panos in Owatonna. 

He attended Medford High School.
He married Deanne Dillon in Owa-

tonna in 2000. Together, they raised 
their triplets Dominic, Dakota, and 
Jasmine. The couple later divorced, 
but remained good friends.

Frank was the owner/operator of 
Medford Cabinet Shop for all of his 
life. He assumed ownership of the 
shop from his father, Stanley. His 
life interests included motorcycling, 
snowmobiling, fishing, and trips to 
the casino. He enjoyed being the life 
of the party. His greatest love was the 

time spent working in his shop.
Left to carry on “Poncho’s” 

memory are children: Dominic and 
Dakota of Owatonna, and Jasmine of 
Medford; the triplets mother, Deanne; 
sisters Jan (Mike) Guse, Owatonna, 
and Judy (Floyd) Davidson, Tower, 
Minn.

He was preceded in death by his 
parents.

Funeral service will be Sunday, 
Oct. 16, 2022 at 3 p.m. at Medford Fu-
neral Home, with burial to follow at 
Resurrection Cemetery. Friends may 
greet the family Sunday, Oct. 16, 2022 
from 1– 3 p.m. at the funeral home. 
For more information or to leave 
a condolence message go to www.
megercares.com.

Frank Panos

BRICK-MEGER 
& MEDFORD
FUNERAL HOME

Trevor Harber, 40, Wells
Trevor Roland 

Harber, age 40, of 
Wells, and formerly 
of Blooming Prairie, 
passed away on Fri-
day, Sept. 30, 2022, at 
his home in Wells.

Trevor was born 
on June 15, 1982, 
in Robbinsdale. 

On Dec. 20, 1983, he was adopted by 
Michael and Deloris (Nelson) Harber. 
He graduated from Blooming Prairie 
High School in 2001. Trevor was an 
avid Star Trek fan, loved cooking- es-
pecially meat, and was a lover of all 
animals.

Trevor is survived by his mother, 
Deloris Harber; siblings, Tammy (Dan) 
Arens, Heidi (John) Ferguson, Sara 
(Garry) Janssen, Jason (Erin) Harber; 
and many nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death by his 
father, Michael Harber; grandparents; 
and aunts.

A memorial service for Trevor 
was held on Tuesday, Oct. 11, 2022, 
at Worlein Funeral Home Chapel in 
Austin. Visitation will take place one 
hour prior to the service. Memorials 
are preferred to Tracy’s Paws Rescue 
in Hondo, Texas.

Worlein Funeral Home of Austin 
is assisting the family with arrange-
ments. Condolences may be ex-
pressed to the family online at  
www.worlein.com.

Trevor Harber

Delna Velzke, 88, Owatonna
Delna Velzke, age 

88, of Owatonna, 
passed away peace-
fully on Oct. 1, 2022, 
at the Owatonna 
Hospital.

Funeral services 
were held on Satur-
day, Oct. 15, 2022, at 
10:30 a.m. at Bethle-

hem Lutheran Church, Morristown 
with the Rev. Dr. Eugene C. Chase, Jr. 
officiating. Interment will be at River-
side Cemetery, Morristown.

Visitation was held on Friday, Oct. 
14, 2022, at Boldt Funeral Home, Fari-
bault and one hour prior to service on 
Saturday at church.

Delna was born in Morristown to 
Herman and Erna (Meschke) Voll-
brecht on April 26, 1934. She was bap-
tized and confirmed in Morristown.

On March 10, 1956, she married 
Delbert Velzke and together they 
farmed and raised six children south 
of Morristown.

Delna’s most important roles in life 
were being a wife, mom, grandma, 
and great grandma. She also worked 
at the State School of the Blind, Birds 
Eye and many other places. Delna 
lived by example to those around her 
and always put her faith and family 
first. She adored her husband, 6 chil-
dren, 17 grandchildren and 28 great 
grandchildren.

Her hobbies included being a mem-
ber of AAL/Ladies Aid, gardening, 

traveling, sewing, square dancing, 
setting puzzles, baking new recipes 
and was always up for a game of 
cards.

She is survived by her children, 
Duane (Mary) Velzke of Rochester, 
Anita (Gordy) Nelson of Waseca, 
Audrey Pederson of Owatonna, Eileen 
Johnson of Medford, Keith (Nancy) 
Velzke of Morristown and Clark (Pat-
ty) Velzke of Medford; grandchildren, 
Chad (Andrea) Pederson, April (Jeff) 
Glynn, Ashley (Clint) Semmann, Dan 
(Tyler) Nelson, Julie (Steve) Nelson, 
Jill (Mike) Pitts, Jolene (Alex) Clark, 
Leah (Justin) Foss, Lindsay (Levi) 
Vivier, Lauren (Matt) Velzke, Luke 
Velzke, Aaron (Sarah) Robinson, 
Wyatt (Ashley) Robinson, Bruce 
(Kristen) Velzke, Tyler (Andrea) 
Velzke, Natalie (Drew) Roemhildt, 
and Spencer (Jess) Velzke; 28 great 
grandchildren; brothers-in-law, Jack 
Schwichtenberg, David (Dianne) Velz-
ke and Marvin (LaDonna) Velzke and 
sister-in-law, Geraldine Kelm.

Delna was preceded in death 
by her parents, Herman and Erna 
Vollbrecht; husband, Delbert Velzke; 
sister, Majorie Schwichtenberg; broth-
ers, Raymond Vollbrecht and Donald 
Vollbrecht; sisters-in-law, Janette Vol-
lbrecht, Mildred (Marvin) Melchert; 
brother-in-law, Curtis Kelm and great 
grandchild, Brady Velzke.

In lieu of flowers, memorials 
preferred to Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church, Morristown, or Camp Omega.

Delna Velzke

Myron Wolters, 84, Owatonna
Myron Edwin 

Wolters, 84, of Owa-
tonna, died Friday, 
Oct. 14, 2022 at 
Birchwood Cottages 
in Owatonna.

He was born 
March 11, 1938 in 
Steele County, the 
son of Irving and 

Harrieth (Gasner) Wolters. He grew up 
on a farm in the Crane Creek area, at-
tended country school at District #10 in 
Crane Creek and then went to Owaton-
na High School through the 11th grade.

Following his school, he served in 
the National Guard and began a milk 
can route in Steele County along with 
some of Dodge and Waseca Counties, 
delivering to the Claremont Creamery.

On July 31, 1957, he married Bever-
ly Balzer at the old St. John Lutheran 
Church in Owatonna. The couple 
rented a home on a farm in Crane 
Creek before moving to the family 
farm and eventually moving to their 
home in Owatonna on Beech Avenue.

Myron worked for a short time 
for Borden’s in Owatonna and then 
began his career with the Owatonna 
Fire Department in 1970, retiring as 
an Engineer and Firefighter in 1992. 
Always being one to keep busy, he 
worked part-time jobs on his days off 
from the fire department, including 
driving school bus and delivering the 
Minneapolis Star Tribune.

In retirement, Myron was very ac-

tive at the Eagle’s Club serving meals 
along with his wife at events held 
there, yard work and cleaning. Myron 
and Bev were Mr. and Mrs. Eagle of 
the year in 2002-2003 and he was Mr. 
Eagle of the year in 2006.

Trips up north to the cabin near 
Longville to fish, outings to the 
casino, playing cards and visiting 
with everyone brought Myron great 
satisfaction and joy.

He was a member of St. John Lu-
theran Church in Owatonna and the 
Eagle’s Club.

He is survived by his wife of 65 
years, Beverly Wolters of Owaton-
na; sons, DeWayne Wolters (Lynda 
Virgin) of Longville and Daniel (Jody) 
Wolters of Owatonna; sister, Lorraine 
Carpenter of Mankato; sister-in-law, 
LaVonne Wolters of Owatonna and 
several nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death by his 
parents, Irving and Harrieth; broth-
ers, Glenn (Mary Lu) Wolters and 
LeRoy Wolters and brother-in-law, 
Lowell Carpenter.

Visitation was at Michaelson Fu-
neral Home on Monday, Oct. 17 and at 
St. John Lutheran Church in Owaton-
na on Tuesday. Funeral services were 
held Tuesday, Oct. 18, 2022 at St. John 
Lutheran Church with Pastor Dave 
Klawiter officiating. Interment was in 
the St. John Cemetery in Owatonna.

Memorials are preferred to St. 
John Lutheran Church, Allina Hos-
pice or donor’s choice.

Myron Wolters

Mary Kaehler, 73, St. Charles
Mary Kaehler, 

73, of St. Charles, 
passed away Tues-
day, Oct. 4, 2022 at 
Season’s Hospice 
House in Rochester 
surrounded by fam-
ily, ending her battle 
with cancer.

Mary was born 
June 16, 1949 in Blooming Prairie to 
Thomas and Mary (Renchin) Burke. 
She was raised on the Burke Blacktop 
Angus Farm and was involved with 
showing livestock. She dreamed of ad-
ventures beyond Blooming Prairie, so 
she completed nursing school at Mayo 
Clinic, then became an international 
airline stewardess.

Mary and Frank Kaehler were 
married Nov. 4, 1972. After marriage, 
Mary continued flying then decided 
to raise her family and support the 
operations at Homedale Farms. Later 
she worked for Herff Jones, and then 
at Mayo Clinic as a radiology tech.

Mary and Frank were married 
nearly 50 years and lived on their 
family farm, just northwest of St. 
Charles. Mary’s greatest accomplish-
ment in life was raising their six chil-
dren, but she loved her grandchildren 
even more. She also devoted time to 
managing the farm, keeping tabs on 
Frank, making her famous chocolate 
candy treats, baking, decorating 

cakes, canning, and gardening. She 
was a great cook and baker, serving 
many guests at their table filled with 
delicious meals and desserts. She 
welcomed everyone.

Survivors include her husband 
Frank, daughters, Nicole (Lowell) 
Jabs, Rachel Leaver, Leah (Andy) 
Mindemann, Angela (Kyle) Hotz, 
Lyndsie (Kyle) Balstad; grandchil-
dren, Elizabeth, Lane, Samantha, 
Weston, Clara, Maggie, Gabe, Paige, 
Jason, Abby, Charlee, and Thomas; 
siblings, Thomas Burke and Patty 
Misgen.

Mary was preceded in death by a 
son, Scott Donald, her parents, and 
two brothers, Tony and Patrick.

A Funeral Mass for Mary was held 
Tuesday, Oct. 11, 2022 at St. Charles 
Borromeo Catholic Church in St. 
Charles with the Rev. Tim Biren 
officiating.

Visitations were held at St. Charles 
Borromeo Catholic Church on Mon-
day, Oct. 10, and on Tuesday prior 
to the mass. Burial was in Calvary 
Cemetery. Mary’s Funeral Mass is 
available to view via the church live 
stream at www.redeemersaints.org.

Hoff Funeral Service of St. Charles 
is assisting the family with ar-
rangements. www.hofffuneral.com. 
Memorials will be directed to the St. 
Charles High School Students in Need 
Fund.

Mary Kaehler

Theresa Hardcopf, 90, Owatonna
On Wednesday, 

Oct. 12, 2022, The-
resa Ann Hardcopf 
(Arndorfer), a be-
loved wife, mother, 
grandmother, and 
great grandmother 
passed away peace-
fully at the age of 90.

‘Ann’ was born 
to Emil Frank 

and Dorothy Marie Arndorfer in St. 
Benedict, Iowa on May 10, 1932. After 
graduating from Lavern, Iowa High 
School in 1950, she moved to the big 
city (Washington, D.C.) and worked 
as a typist for the FBI. Unfortunately, 
the passing of her father required 
Ann to return home in November 
1950 to help her mother raise two 
younger siblings. It was this sense of 
unselfishness and duty to family that 
defined Ann and shaped her life. Ann 
subsequently started a job at the Iowa 
State Bank in Algona, Iowa.

Life proceeded smoothly until she 
met a dashing Air Force man at a 
summer dance in Algona in 1953. The 
young couple married on April 14, 
1955, at St. Benedict Catholic Church, 
a stone’s throw from her home.

Between 1954 and 1966, the young 
family moved 11 times, changing 
states, towns, jobs, apartments, and 
houses, finally settling in Owaton-
na in 1966. Ann stayed home while 
the kids were young, making their 
clothes and serving ample amounts of 
love. Once the youngest was settled in 
school, Ann returned to the work-
force in 1970 as a supervisor for the 
United States Department of Agricul-

ture (USDA). After many recognitions 
for outstanding work, she success-
fully retired from the USDA 30 years 
later in 2000.

While family was Ann’s greatest 
passion, she was generous in sharing 
her time and talents with others. She 
spent many years in service to Sacred 
Heart Catholic Church (choir, eucha-
ristic minister) and the Owatonna 
Women’s Club. She was also an elec-
tion judge and unabashed Republican. 
Ann also founded a local cooking 
club, Pantry Secrets. In fact, cooking 
was her secret passion, to the delight 
of her family. Her cooking was so 
good that family members frequently 
recommended she start a restaurant.

As the years passed, Ann ultimately 
chose sunshine in Arizona over snow 
in Minnesota. She kept busy there 
cheering and keeping score at Bob’s 
softball games, cooking, and socializ-
ing with neighbors, and hosting family.

Ann is survived by her husband 
(Robert William Hardcopf Jr.), four 
children (Jan Gail Bickley, Robert 
William Hardcopf III, Robin Ann 
Schmidt, and Rick Alan Hardcopf), 
six grandchildren, and three great 
grandchildren.

Funeral service will be held at 11 
a.m. on Thursday, Oct. 20, 2022, at 
Sacred Heart Church, Owatonna. 
Friends may greet the family one 
hour prior to the service at 10 a.m. at 
the church.

Theresa 
Hardcopf

BRICK-MEGER 
& MEDFORD
FUNERAL HOME

911 Center may relocate
◄ 911 from A11
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and if the individual 
chooses to stay within 
the community. Sim-
ilarly, the Alternative 
Care Program provides 
services to people over 
the age of 65 who re-
quire the level of care 
provided in nursing 
homes but in their own 
community. This pop-
ulation is not eligible 
for MA and pays a fee 

based on their income. 
Services and supports 
are approved pending 
no other payer source 
for the needed services 
and supports. EW and 
AC covered the major-
ity of similar services 
like Homemaking, Per-
sonal Care assistance, 
personal Emergency 
response system, Home 
delivered meals, Nurs-
ing, Transportations, 
and many others. The 
difference between AC 
and EW, is that EW 
covers Customized liv-
ing services for those 
in Assisted livings/
group homes and AC 
you are not Eligible for 
MA.

The Community 
Access for Disabili-
ty Inclusion (CADI) 
is another funding 
program that provides 
home and communi-
ty-based services for 
people under the age of 
65. To qualify for waiv-
er services, the indi-
vidual must be eligible 

for MA, be certified 
disabled by the State 
Medical Review Team 
or the Social Security 
Administration, be 
under the age of 65, be 
assessed for needs of 
support, and choose to 
live within their own 
community. Addition-
ally, if the client was 
on CADI before they 
were 65 years old they 
can choose to stay on 
CADI Waiver. If not on 
CADI before 65 years 
old they would have to 
qualify for AC, ECS, 
or EW.

Lastly, the Essential 
Community Supports 
– a program for people 
aged 65 and older who 
do not meet nursing 
facility level of care, 
who are not eligible for 
MA, Qualify for Alter-
native Care but who do 
have an assessed need 
that ECS services can 
address. Some services 
you could be eligible 
for are homemaking, 
personal Emergen-

cy response system, 
meals, and others. You 
get a monthly budget 
to pay for your ser-
vices.

The Department of 
Human Services in 
Minnesota therefore 
offers several resourc-
es such as MnChoices, 
the Elderly Waiver, 
CADI, as well as the 
Alternative Care 
program(s). To get 
started, contact Julie 
Hanson, Case Manag-
er and MN Choice As-
sessor, Public Health 
Office at 507-444-7650 
or reach out via email 
at SCPHN@co.steele.
mn.us.

Robert Benson 
is the adult health 
lead for Steele Coun-
ty Public Health in 
Owatonna. Steele 
Talkin’ is a regular 
column featuring 
authors representing 
various organizations 
throughout Steele 
County.

BP class marks 64 years
SUBMITTED PHOTO

The Blooming Prairie 
Class of 1958 celebrated 
its 64th class reunion 
on Sept. 17 at the Pizza 
Cellar in Blooming Prairie. 
This was the first class to 
graduate from the new 
high school. “Everyone 
had a great time. It’s 
hard to believe we’ve 
been out of school for 64 
years,” said Judy Wencl. 
Those attending included: 
seated, from left: Luella 
Anderson Jensen, Jane 
Morton Hoshal, Betty 
tollefson Ronningen and 
Doris Engler Rasmussen; 
standing: John Hansen, 
Carol Erickson Benson, 
Chris Thissen, Margo 
Anderson Brudwick and 
Judy Dixon Wencl.

COMMUNITY

BOOK NOOK

Reading aloud boosts academic success
Parent-teacher 

conferences are being 
held this week in the 
Blooming Prairie 
Schools. Hopefully all 
the reports were stellar, 
and all your children 
are at the top of their 
classes.

However, we can 
always do better, right? 
Or maybe there are 
some students who 
are struggling with 
catching up to the rest 
of the class. Either way, 
one of the best ways to 
strengthen academic 
success is by reading 
aloud!

Two years ago, I 
was teaching a youth 
religion class online. 
When I asked the high 
school students to read 
out loud, there were 

very few who could do 
so without struggling. 
While it can help at any 
age, reading out loud 
is a skill that students 
can develop and use 
throughout their lives.

Reading aloud can 
help increase reading 
speed and accuracy. 
Many times when 
reading silently, readers 
tend to skip over words. 
Usually this is not a 
problem if you are skip-
ping over background 
words like the, is, etc. 
But reading aloud 
makes you pay atten-
tion to all the words, not 
just the ones you think 
are important.

We know that there 
are different styles of 
learning usually listed 
as visual, auditory, 

reading/writing, and 
kinesthetic or tactile. 
Reading out loud brings 
several of those learn-
ing styles into action 
together.

Reading out loud 
also helps expand your 
vocabulary. You might 
skip over unknown 
words when silent 
reading, but when you 
come face to face with 
it and have to read an 
unfamiliar word, you 
first have to figure out 
how to pronounce it 
and then hopefully find 
out its meaning. This 
helps to improve your 
comprehension of what 
you are reading.

So encourage your 
children and grandchil-
dren to read out loud to 
you often. Beginning 

readers love to show off 
their new skill. Older 
children may not be as 
eager to do so. One sug-
gestion is to read a book 
together and take turns 
reading chapters.

If you need help 
finding books to read to-
gether, come and see us 
at the Blooming Prairie 
Branch Library.

NANCY
VAILLANCOURT

NOTICE

Thank you for your 
cooperation

Blooming Prairie 

 

Public Utilities

City Hydrant Flushing
OCTOBER 24-28

All city fire hydrants in Blooming Prairie 
will be flushed on Monday-Friday, 

October 24-28, beginning
at 7:30 a.m. and continuing until 4 p.m., 

weather permitting. Flushing of 
hydrants can cause some rust to come 

out of pipes in areas;
particularly where the water

system is not looped.
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June 22
Joe Gardner
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Barb Coleman
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William Hines

June 22
Brian & Sandy Kerrigan 
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June 23
Adam & Sadie Swenson
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Klemmensen

June 26
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June 27
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Beth & Dan Trom

Bob & Carol Braaten
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June 26
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Katy Clayton
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June 27
Shirley Rogers

Beth Krebs
Julia Garza

Jessica Skinner
Lisa Bruns

Emily Savaria 

June 25
John & Jennie Konecne 
Jacob & Pam Schwarz
Barry & Diane Olson

June 28
Amy & Mark Hinzmann

June 23
Breckin Cochlin
Nora Bodurtha
Callie Iverson
Claire Staloch

Colton Hemann
Efren Hernandez 

June 24
Yvonne Lee

Eliot Gimbel 

June 28
Mark Symes

Amanda Tocko
Robert Wolf 

Paul Hermann
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Oct. 19
Eric & Jackie Wagner

Amanda & Allan Wacek

Oct. 20
Jeremy & Amy Simon
Bergen Klemmensen
Bob & Judy Remker

Oct. 22
Kevin & Amanda Tocko
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Katy Clayton
Avery Allison

Mark Ditlevson

June 27
Shirley Rogers

Beth Krebs
Julia Garza

Jessica Skinner
Lisa Bruns

Emily Savaria 

June 25
John & Jennie Konecne 
Jacob & Pam Schwarz
Barry & Diane Olson

June 28
Amy & Mark Hinzmann

June 23
Breckin Cochlin
Nora Bodurtha
Callie Iverson
Claire Staloch

Colton Hemann
Efren Hernandez 

June 24
Yvonne Lee

Eliot Gimbel 

June 28
Mark Symes

Amanda Tocko
Robert Wolf 

Paul Hermann

Oct. 19
Leah Thorson

Kathy Anderson
Paul Iverson

Oct. 20
Allison Hensrud 

Joan Hagen
Tom Johnson

Oct. 21
  Ryan Hansen
Lisa Meshke

Herman Lembke
Rena Anderson

Oct. 22
Michael Iversen
Max Sorensen

Jaydon Brown
Jacob Oldenkamp

Oct. 23
Lisa Hocking

Vern Dahl
Edward Erickson

Rick Kittelson
Levi Ryks

Oct. 24
Rae Jean Hansen
Lindsey Schiefert

Becky Johnson

Oct. 25
Rebecca Johnson

LuAnn Becker
Jennifer Peterson

Timothy Wolf
Sue Schmeling

Bob Braaten

Oct. 23
Greg & Kathy Johnson

 

507-455-1180
unitedwaysteelecounty.org

Mix together first 5 ingredients. Pat half of 
mixture into bottom of 9x13 inch pan. Slice 
ice cream into 1 inch slices and place on top 
of bottom crust. Smooth the seams of the 
ice cream together. Top with remaining corn 
flake mixture. Cover and freeze. Serve with 
raspberries or strawberries and whipped 
cream, if desired. 

ICE CREAM 
DESSERT

3 c. crushed corn flakes
3/4 c. coconut
1 c. chopped nuts
1/2 c. butter, melted
1 c. brown sugar
1/2 gallon vanilla ice cream (box works best)

Ten-Minute 
Chicken Fajita 

Grill Bake
Need dinner in a flash? This spicy Mexican-inspired tray bake 
will be ready in under 10 minutes, just chuck it all on the pan and 
you’re ready to roll. 

Ingredients: 
1 1/2 tbsp extra virgin olive oil 1 1/2 lbs. chicken breast stir-fry
1 packet spice mix for fajitas 12 small white corn tortillas
2 green shallots
10 oz. jar Chargrilled Peppers, drained, coarsely chopped
7 oz. tub avocado dip   Crème fraîche, to serve
Fresh coriander sprigs, to serve
Directions:
Step 1: Preheat grill on high. Drizzle half of the 1 tbs oil over a 
baking tray. Place the tray under the grill to heat.
Step 2: While the oil on the tray is heating, place the chicken in 
a large bowl. Add the spice mix . Use your hands to toss until 
chicken is coated.
Step 3: Once the oil is hot, arrange the chicken mixture in a single 
layer on the tray. Drizzle over the remaining 1/2 tbs oil. Return the 
tray to the grill and cook for 3 minutes.
Step 4: Meanwhile, wrap the tortillas in foil and place under the grill 
with the chicken. Chop the shallots .
Step 5: Add the peppers to the tray with the chicken and toss to 
combine. Return to the grill for 2 minutes or until the chicken is 
cooked through.
Step 6: Serve the chicken grill bake with the warmed tortillas, 
avocado dip and crème fraîche , sprinkled with the shallot and 
coriander .

Outpatient Therapy, Assisted Living and Skilled Nursing

The Blossoms of the Week are Sponsored
 by these Community Boosters

BLOSSOMS OF 
THE WEEK

Abigail Kennedy – 5B – Mr. Kiehne’s Class - 
Parents: Joel & Rachel Kennedy –  Abigail Kennedy – 5B 
– Mr. Kiehne’s Class - Parents: Joel & Rachel Kennedy – Abby 
is a fantastic example of a student who uses Prairie Pride each 
and every day! She strives to do her best in all of her out-
standing work here at school. Abby is also a wonderful class-
mate and friend to her peers. She is always more than willing 
to share ideas with her classmates or lend a helping hand to a 
friend in need. We are so lucky to have you in our classroom 
and are so proud of you. Keep up the amazing work, Abby!

Carter Watson – KD – Mrs. Burkhart’s Class – 
Parents: David & Ashley Watson  – Carter Watson – KD 
– Mrs. Burkhart’s Class – Parents: David & Ashley Watson – 
Carter is an Awesome Blossom! His friendly smile brightens 
our classroom every day. Carter is the first one to help a friend 
or his teacher. He tries his best in all he does. We are so lucky 
to have Carter in our Bridges class.  Congratulations, Carter! 
We are so proud of you.

Aurora Musel – 4A – Ms. Volgarino’s Class – 
Parents: Cathy Janning & Scott Musel  – – Aurora is a 
great example of prairie pride in our school and classroom! 
Aurora is an incredibly caring classmate and shows kindness 
to all. She does her best and works hard each day. Aurora is 
respectful to all students and teachers and is a joy to have in 
our room. Way to go, Aurora! 4A is so proud of you! 

411 E. Main St • Blooming Prairie • 507-583-4431

STEELECOUNTYTIMES.COM

Chamber ambassadors, 
all the city people, and 
there were other people 
who came from the 
community,” she said. 
“I loved seeing that.”

The ribbon cut-
ting celebration was 
designed as a bonus 
Downtown Thursday, 
with music by the 
Jeremy Polland Band, 
games, and face paint-
ing. Cochran said the 
crowd broke up early, 
because of the weather.

Downtown Owa-
tonna’s next big event 
is trick-or-treating on 
Saturday, October 29, 11 
a.m.-1 p.m. It’s free and 
hosted by the Owatonna 
Business Partnership. 
You can learn more at 
owatonnabusiness.org.

Ribbon cutting 
celebrates 
Owatonna 
streetscape
◄ RIBBON from A11

Help available for assistance in the home
◄ HELP from A11
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The warmth of Christ is 
found in the living church

If you are any-
thing like me, 
I love this time 

of year. I love the 
air getting cooler, 
the crunchy leaves, 
the cozy sweaters, 
and perfect hiking 
weather. It is also the 

season where we find 
ourselves cozied up 
to a fire in the cooler 
nights enjoying that 
autumn air. When 
watching fires burn 
down I am always fas-
cinated by the embers 
that seem to change 
color and dance as the 
light and heat shifts 
through them. Those 
carefully tended to 
flames that slowly 
change into a well kin-
dled fire that sends out 
warmth. The warmth 
of crackling of a fire in 
a fire pit is something 

of comfort, as so many 
good memories are 
formed around s’mo-
res and a warm flame. 
But, we know that fire, 
too, has an intensity 
and intention to it.

Sometimes we say 
that someone had a 
fire lit within them. 
Even Jesus talks about 
a wish that he had al-
ready brought a kindled 
fire within the people. 
Today we can think 
about the salvation, 
promise, and guide 
that Jesus brought us 
as a kindled fire that 

has been lit inside of all 
members of the body of 
Christ. We also can ask 
what does it mean for 
us when we know about 
that kindled fire that 
Christ brought to life 
inside us?

The Gospel of Luke 
repeatedly points to 
this being something 
we show by being in 
community with others. 
Church is a place where 
that kindled fire is 
tended to and where 
our point of community 
begins. The church is 
the people that is found 

within it. You being 
church means that the 
fire of Christ is carried 
with you and is shown 
to the world from there. 
Like the embers that 
are alive, Christ is alive 
in you. That the people 
around you, who we 
call church, the church 
you are a part of, are 
kindled too. The living 
church is a place where 
we find the fires and 
warmth of Christ visi-
ble through each other.

This is a circle that 
is so much bigger than 
only our individual 

worship spaces, it 
extends to that com-
munity in which we 
share so closely with 
one another. I hope for 
you that you feel the 
warmth and glow that 
comes from the kindled 
fire within you and that 
you can recognize that 
in one another. I hope 
as the days get colder 
that you are reminded 
of the bonfires and 
the fiery colors of the 
leaves of fall, as they re-
mind us of that special 
kindled fire that lives 
within you.

Locally Owned & Operated
237 Hwy. Ave. S.

Blooming Prairie
507-583-6671

1180 Frontage Rd E • Owatonna
507-455-9551

www.owatonnagranite.com

“Creating Your Story in Stone” 322 East Main St.
Blooming Prairie

507-583-2276

FLOOR 
TECH

118 5th Ave.
Ellendale

507-684-2471

LERBERG’S 
FITNESS 
CENTER

& CAR WASH

Owatonna
121 W. Broadway St.

507-451-0193

Mike Bishman
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Dr.
Deborah

Lien
DDS, MBS

Dr.
Deborah

Lien
DDS, MBS

Building
Healthy
Smiles!

132 2nd Ave NE
Blooming Prairie
507.583.6613

FREE 
CONSULTATION

Call Jon Arnett @
455-3735 for a tour 

236 22nd St. SE • Owatonna

Vibrant Living For  
Individuals 55 & Older  
at a Reasonable Price

Make new friends.

1212 W Frontage Rd Owatonna, MN
507-451-0722

valleyviewofowatonna.com

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
CORNERSTONE 

EVANGELICAL FREE
1500 18th St. SE, Owatonna

507-446-5850
Sunday Worship: 9 a.m.

Sunday School: 10:30 a.m.
www.cornerstoneowtonna.com

NORTHRIDGE 
ASSEMBLY OF GOD

1650 7th Ave. NE, Owatonna
507-451-5467

Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m.

BRIDGE OF HOPE
500 Dunnell Dr., Owatonna

507-215-2249
Sunday Bible Study: 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship: 10 a.m.

Friday RU Recover pfm: 7 p.m.

ST. PAUL EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH

220 S. Cedar Ave., Owatonna
507-451-5319

Sunday Worship: 9 a.m.  
and 1 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study: 11 a.m.
Wednesday Evening: 7 p.m.
www.stpaulsowatonna.org

BAPTIST
FIRST BAPTIST

104 First Ave., Blooming 
Prairie

507-583-2673
Sunday Worship: 10 a.m.

Sunday School: 9 a.m.
Sunday Bible Study: 11:30 a.m.
Wednesday Service: 6:30 p.m.
www.fbcbloomingprairie.org

GRACE BAPTIST– 
OWATONNA

65 26th St., Owatonna
507-451-3494

Sunday Worship: 10 a.m.
Sunday School: 8:45 a.m.

Sunday Evening: 5 p.m.
Wednesday Adult  

Service 7 p.m.
Wednesday Youth  

Service 7 p.m.
gracebaptistministry.org

info@gracebaptistministry.
org

BETHEL BAPTIST
1611 Hemlock Ave., Owatonna

507-451-8548
Sunday Worship:  

9 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.

CATHOLIC
CHRIST THE KING
205 Second Ave. NW, 

Medford
507-451-4845

Mass: 5:30 p.m. Sat
Mass: 9 a.m. Mon & Fri

parishoffice@
stjosephowtonna.org

CHURCH OF ALL 
SAINTS

307 SW First St.,  
New Richland

507-234-6244
Saturday Mass: 5 p.m.

www.stannjan.com

HOLY TRINITY 
CATHOLIC CHURCH  

OF LITOMYSL
9946 SE 24th Ave., 

Owatonna
507-583-2784
Rev. Bill Becker

Sunday Mass: 8:15a.m.
www.litomysl.webs.com

SACRED HEART 
CATHOLIC

150 NE Second St. Hayfield
507-477-2256
Rev. Bill Becker

Saturday Mass: 5p.m.
www.stcolumbanuschurch.org

SACRED HEART 
PARISH

810 S Cedar Ave., Owatonna
Mass Times: Daily Tuesday-

Friday at 7:15 a.m.
Saturday Mass: 5 p.m.

Sunday Mass: 8 a.m., 10 a.m.
12 p.m. (Spanish)

Reconciliation 4 p.m.  
Saturday

Adoration Thursdays 8 a.m. 
and 7 p.m.

www.sacredheartowatonna.org

ST. COLUMBANUS 
CATHOLIC

114 E Main St. 
Blooming Prairie
507-583-2784
Rev. Bill Becker

Sunday Mass: 10:00 a.m.
www.stcolumbanuschurch.

org
columbanusbp@gmail.com

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC 
PARISH

512 S Elm Ave., Owatonna
507-451-4845

Daily Mass: 8 a.m. Tues.,  
Wed. & Fri.

Communion Service 8 a.m. 
Thursday

Saturday Mass: 4 p.m.
Sunday Mass: 8 & 10 a.m.
Adoration Chapel available 
Mon-Fri. 7 a.m. -5:30 p.m.

(Key fob required after hours 
or weekend)

www.stjosephowatonna.org

CHRISTIAN
CHRIST COMMUNITY 

COVENANT
540 SE 18th St., Owatonna

507-451-1032
Sunday Worship: 9 a.m.
Sunday Connections:  

10:15 a.m.
www.

owatonnacovenantchurch.org

CHRISTIAN FAMILY 
CHURCH

2300 Heritage Pl. NW, 
Owatonna

507-455-3205
Sunday Worship 9 a.m.

www.cfchurches.org

VICTORY CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH

1380 Rice Lake St. E., Owatonna
507-451-8111

Sunday Service: 10 a.m.
www.victorymn.org

LUTHERAN
AURORA LUTHERAN

6329 SE 28TH St., Owatonna
507-451-2819

Sunday Worship: 9 a.m.
Pastor Clark Baldwin

Sundy School: 10:15 a.m.
office@

auroralutheranchurch.org

COMMUNITY 
LUTHERAN – ELCA

106 Third St. SE, Geneva
507-256-4288

Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.
Every 3rd Saturday at 5 p.m.
communitylutherangene-

vamn@gmail.com

FIRST LUTHERAN- 
AFLC

503 Radel Ct., Ellendale
507-684-2451

Sunday: Worship-9 a.m., 
Sunday School & Adult Bible 

Study-10:20-11:15 a.m.
Monday: Call to Prayer-7 p.m.

Wednesday: Bible Study- 
9:30 a.m., Confirmation- 6-7 
p.m., Youth Group- 7-9 p.m.

Saturday: Men's Bible 
Study- 8 a.m.

Sunday School- 10:15-11 a.m.
firstlutheranchurchellendale 

@gmail.com
Website: https://www.

firstlutheranellendale.org/

FIRST LUTHERAN – 
ELCA

434 First St. SW,  
Blooming Prairie
507-583-6621

Sunday Worship 9 a.m.
Sunday School 10 a.m.

firstluthoffice@yahoo.com

FIRST LUTHERAN – 
LCMC

8953 SW 37th Ave., Hope
507-451-3854

Sunday Worship 9 a.m.
Sunday School and  
Adult Ed 10:15 a.m.

flchopemn@gmail.com

GOOD SHEPHERD 
LUTHERAN – LCMS

2500 7th Ave NE, Owatonna
507-451-4125

Sunday Hymn Service  
8:30 a.m.

Sunday Praise Service, 
Sunday School & Bible  

Class 10 a.m.
info@gsowatonna.com

PONTOPPIDAN 
LUTHERAN – ELCA

9651 SW 75TH St., Ellendale
507-213-0281

Sunday Worship 10:15 a.m.
Sunday School 9 a.m.
pontoppidanlemond@ 

outlook.com

REDEEMER LUTHERAN 
– LCMS

1054 Truman Ave., 
Owatonna

507-451-2720
Sunday Worship 9 a.m.
Sunday Education Hour 

10:15 a.m.
redeemerowatonna@

outlook.com

RED OAK GROVE 
LUTHERAN- ELCA

30456 Mower-Freeborn Rd., 
Austin

507-320-8287
Sunday Worship 9 a.m.
www.roglutheran.org

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN 
– LCMS

4532 SE 84th Ave., Claremont
507-528-2404

Sunday Worship 10:30 
a.m. (2nd & 4th Sunday Holy 

Communion)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m.

Wednesday: Advent 7 p.m. 
(with Holy Communion)

sjlcoffice@frontiernet.net

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN 
– LCMS

28959 630th Ave., Sargeant
320-674-0351

Sunday Worship 10:15 a.m.
Sunday School 9 a.m.

www.saintjohnssargeant.
jimdo.com

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN – 
ELCA

1301 Lincoln Ave., Owatonna
507-451-7293

Sunday & Summer Worship 
8 a.m. & 9:30 a.m.

Thursday & Saturday 
worship at 5 p.m.

Sunday worship at 8 a.m. 
and 10:30 a.m.

info@stjohnowatonna.com

ST. MICHAEL’S 
LUTHERAN- ELCA

30450 570th Ave., Waltham
507-567-2474

Sunday Worship 9 a.m.
Pastor Barbara Finley-Shea

FB - St. Michael's Youth 
Activities Waltham, MN

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN 
– LCMS

202 E Park Ave., Hollandale
507-567-2272

Sunday Worship 8:30 a.m.
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

www.motorcitychurch.org

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN 
– ELCA

2781 SW 92nd Ave., Meriden
507-451-2165

Sunday Worship 10 a.m.
deaconbilliejo@gmail.com

TRINITY LUTHERAN- 
ELCA

609 Lincoln Ave., Owatonna
507-451-4520

Sunday Worship -Sanctuary 
8:15 a.m. & 9:30 a.m., 

Fellowship Hall 10:45 a.m., Live 
Stream 9:30 a.m. at facebook.

com/tlcowatonna and 
tlcowatonna.org/worshiplive

Live broadcast 9:30 a.m. 
on KRUE 92.1 FM, Video 
on Spectrum (CH181) 

Metronet TV (Ch 900) and 
owatonnalive.com Tuesday 

at 4:30 p.m. Wednesday at 6 
p.m. and Sunday at 11 a.m.

www.tlcowatonna.org/

TRINITY LUTHERAN – 
ELCA

104 First St. SE, Hayfield
507-477-2248

Sunday Worship 8 a.m.  
& 10:30 a.m.

Sunday School 9:15 a.m.
www.trinityhayfield.org

TRINITY LUTHERAN – 
LCMS

108 Third Ave. SW, Medford
507-451-0447

Sunday Worship 9 a.m.
Wednesday 6:30 p.m.

tlcmedfordoffice@gmail.com

TRINITY LUTHERAN – 
LCMS

57043 300th St., Waltham
507-567-2272

Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday School 9:15 a.m.

ZION LUTHERAN – 
ELCA

7126 SW 98th St., Ellendale
Sunday Worship 8:30 a.m.
deaconbilliejo@gmail.com

OUR SAVIOR’S 
LUTHERAN – ELCA

1909 St. Paul Rd., Owatonna
507-451-4853

Sunday Worship 9:15 
a.m.- In-person service and 

livestreamed
www.oursaviorsowatonna.com

EMMANUEL 
EVANGELICAL 

LUTHERAN
750 Jeffery St., Owatonna

507-455-2729
Sunday Worship: 9 a.m.

www.emmanuel- 
wels-owatonna.com

MENNONITE
PRAIRIE MENNONITE

13638 750th St. –  
Blooming Prairie
507-583-7532

Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.

Wednesday Pray Meeting: 
7:30 p.m.

www.prairiemennonite.org

METHODIST
BLOOMING GROVE 

UNITED METHODIST
43089 180th St., Medford

(Seven miles west of 
Medford on CR. 23)

507-835-8726
Sunday Worship: 8:30 a.m.
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.

www.bloominggroveumc.org

ELLENDALE UNITED 
METHODIST

200 Sixth St. NW, Ellendale
507-382-2483

Sunday Worship: 9:30 a.m.
www.ellendaleumc.org

OWATONNA UNITED 
METHODIST

815 E University St. – Owatonna
507-451-4734

Sunday Traditional Worship 
(Pathways) 9 a.m.

www.owatonnaumc.org
NON-DENOMINATIONAL

CEDAR CREEK
30 E Main St., Hayfield

507-477-2255
Sunday Worship 10 a.m.

www.cedarcreekchurch.org

DESTINY CHRISTIAN
2515 Harvest Lane NW- 

Owatonna
507-456-4775

Sunday Worship:9 a.m.
Wednesday Worship: 6:30-

7:30 p.m. 1st & 3rd every 
month

www.destinycc.org

ELEVATION NORTH
2002 Austin Rd., Owatonna

507-363-3099
Sunday Worship  
(English) 10 a.m.

Sunday School: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship  
(Spanish) 2 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study: 
6:30 p.m.

Spanish Evangelism & 
Prayer: Friday 7 p.m.
www.elevationnorth.

blogspot.com

NEW BEGINNINGS
332 14th St. NE, Owatonna

507-413-0209
Sunday Worship: 10 a.m.

Wednesday Service: 7 p.m.
www.nbclife.org

SIMPLY CHURCH
105 2nd St., Geneva

507-438-5418
Sunday Bible Study: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m.
Tuesday Worship: 5:30 p.m.

Wednesday Worship: 5:30 p.m.

MORMON
CHURCH OF JESUS 
CHRIST OF LATTER  

DAT SAINTS
404 31st St. NW, Austin

507-433-9042
Sunday Worship: 9 a.m.

www.churchofjesuschrist.org

PENTECOSTAL
FIRST UNITED 
PENTECOSTAL

230 Locust Ave., Owatonna
507-363-3046

Sunday Worship: 10 a.m.
Wednesday Service: 7 p.m.

PRESBYTERIAN
ASSOCIATED CHURCH
Presbyterian Church (USA) 
and United Church of Christ
800 Havana Rd., Owatonna

507-451-1546
Sunday Worship: 9 a.m. 

(Fellowship, Sunday School and 
Adult Discussion follow service)

Wednesday Activities Sept-
May (see website for schedule)
wwwassociatedchurch.org

office@associatedchurch.org

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
109 E Main St., Hayfield

507-477-2631
Sunday Worship: 10 a.m.

www.
firstpresbyterianhayfield.com

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
P.O. Box 66

121 East St. N., Claremont
507-528-2320

Sunday Worship: 10 a.m.
www.faithstreet.com

SEVENTH-DAY 
ADVENTIST
SEVENTH DAY 

ADVENTIST
2373 Seventh Ave NE, 

Owatonna
651-955-4032

Saturday Worship: 11 a.m.
Saturday Bible Study: 9:30 a.m.
www.owatonnasdachurch.

org

UCC
CONGREGATIONAL 

UNITED CHURCH  
OF CHRIST

211 Main St. S., Medford
507-451-4596

Sunday Worship: 10 a.m.
www.ucc.org

314 E. Main St.
Blooming Prairie

507-583-7528
685 W. Bridge St.

Owatonna
507-451-9136
133 N. Broadway

New Richland
507-465-3810

1125 S Oak Ave
Owatonna, MN 55060-3701

507-431-4576
www.Honest1Owatonna.com

LEON & LORI BOHLMAN

Monuments

Leon’s Cell 507-456-7864
Lori’s Cell 507-456-3735

landlbo@gmail.com

LEGACY MONUMENT SALES

Call for a catalog to view in the comfort 
of your home. We are here to help you 
create your monument by email or phone.

AREA WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Rev.  
Leandra 

Anderson
RED OAK GROVE 

LUTHERAN CHURCH
AUSTIN
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HERE’S MY CARD

STEELE COUNTY TIMES ADVERTISING SALES

ADVERTISING THAT WORKS HARD FOR YOU!

Wyonne Priebe

507-456-4299 • wpriebe@steelecountytimes.com

Contact us today and see  
what makes advertising in the  
Steele County Times a great  
fit for your advertising needs.

WyonneBusCard.indd   1WyonneBusCard.indd   1 3/10/22   5:17 PM3/10/22   5:17 PM

Creating Your Story in StoneCreating Your Story in Stone

GRANITE & MONUMENTS

507-455-9551 • owatonnagranite.com507-455-9551 • owatonnagranite.com

JOHN & BARB HEEREMA
1180 Frontage Rd E, Owatonna

Creating Your Story in StoneCreating Your Story in Stone

ACCOUNTONG AUTOMOBILE AUTOMOBILE

COLLISION

CONSTRUCTION

CONSTRUCTION & TREE SERVICE

EXCAVATING GARBAGE SERVICE

ORTHODONTICS PETS

PREPLANNING SHOE REPAIR

AUTOMOBILE

Welcome to the new House District 19B. 
I look forward to meeting you in the weeks ahead!

Welcome to the new House District 19B. 
I look forward to meeting you in the weeks ahead!

Welcome to the new House District 19B. 
I look forward to meeting you in the weeks ahead!

Prepared and paid for by Petersburg Campaign Committee, 700 19th Ave NE, Waseca, MN  56093

Highway 14 - Secured funding that finishes the four lanes between Owatonna and Dodge Center.

Child Identity Protection - Authored law that better protects childrens’ credit histories by giving 
parents the choice to place a credit freeze on their kids.

Supporting Law Enforcement - Strongly opposes radical efforts to defund police departments.

Section 179 - Supported full tax conformity for Section 179 expenses, which helps farmers and 
small business owners.

Hands Free Driving - Supporting law that requires hands-free use of a cell phone while driving.

Real ID - Worked tirelessly to ensure Minnesota was qualified and ready for federal Real ID 
compliance.

On Election Day, re-elect a proven public servant. 
Vote John Petersburg for State Representative.

• Online & Tri M Box office for members opens on September 24
• Online general public ticket sales start October 1
• In-house box office opens October 10
        Mon. - Wed. 5 - 6:30pm (By Phone Only)  |  Thu. - Sat. 5:30 - 7:30pm  |  Sun. 12:30 - 2pm

Little Theatre of Owatonna • 560 Dunnell Drive   I    LittleTheatreofOwatonna.org
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SEASON SPONSORS

©2022 Little Theatre of Owatonna

Performance Dates:
October 13-15 & 20-22  | 7:30pm   

October 16 & 23  | 2:00pm

Book and Lyrics by Robert L. Freedman
Music and Lyrics by Steve Lutvak

Based on the Novel, Israel Rank by Roy Horniman

Directed by  
Gordy Handeland

Technical Director 
 Kristi Westergaard

A Gentleman’s Guide to Love and Murder is presented through special arrangement with Musical Theatre International (MTI). All authorized performance materials are also supplied by MTI. www.mtishows.com

Claremont First Presbyterian ChurchClaremont First Presbyterian Church

121 East Street North
Claremont, MN 55924

Allison Ross at 507-273-0681

Get your holiday shopping started early and 
support local artists and business owners.

Free Admission to shop.
Coffee bar and sandwiches 

available to purchase 
from the church.

Vendors will include hand 
made arts and crafts, 
canned goods, local 
honey, and more!

Saturday, October 29, 2022
9AM-1PM

Booths available for $20 each.
For more information contact

Fall Craft ShowFall Craft Show

411 E. Main St • Blooming Prairie • 507-583-4431

STEELECOUNTYTIMES.COM
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KEEPING OUR STREETS SAFE
HELPING MINNESOTANS WITH RISING COSTS
PUTTING STUDENTS FIRST IN EDUCATION

PROvEN AND PERSISTENT

Huskies captain 
recovers from 

knee injury

Owatonna senior football 
captain Trever Schirm-
er has taken on the re-
luctant role of volunteer 

coach, as a knee injury early this 
summer forced him to the sidelines.

He told the Owatonna Live 
Coaches Show, “My thought process 
was I’m gonna do whatever I can. 
Be here every day to make other 
players better and really just fill in 
the gap that I left.”

He said his recovery is going 
well, and he’s eyeing a return to 
track and field where he is a con-
tender to advance to state in shot 
put and discus. Seeing him move 
on the sidelines tossing a football 
around during the pregame in 
jersey and sweatpants, you wouldn’t 
know he is injured.

On Senior Night, football coach 
Jeff Williams said, “Schirmer is one 
of our guys. He’s a kid we leaned 
on very heavily last year at the left 
tackle position and the defensive 
line. He was a big-time performer 
for us. It was really a gut-punch 
when we found out right at the end 
of the school year that we were not 
going to have him for the season. 
But he’s done a good job. He’s at 
every practice. He’s there to help 
out. He’s kind of a young coach. He’s 
able to pass on tips to the kids and is 
excited to do it…He’s handled it as a 
class act.”

Hometown Sports
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ON TO  ON TO  
SECTION FINALSSECTION FINALS

New Prague............. 16

Owatonna.................. 7

St. Clair............... 21

Medford................0

Blooming Prairie......53

NRHEG...................... 12

STAFF PHOTO BY SEVY ENTER
Owatonna’s Garrett Karsten races to beat a Northfield defender to a loose ball. Karsten and the Huskies beat both Northfield and Rochester John Marshall 1-0 to advance 
to the Section 1AAA championship game. For more coverage see Page 3B.

SPORTS WRAP
ROY KOENIG

Huskies cheerleaders  
to keep tradition going

BY ROY KOENIG
SPORTS ANALYST

A fear of 
heights 
shouldn’t 
stop any-

one from joining the 
Owatonna High School 
cheerleading team. But 
be ready to get a good 
workout, and you might 
just find yourself flying.

Junior captain 
Mariah Cuellar will 
help lead the transition 
to the new high school. 
“Oh. I’m really excited 

to cheer on that new 
track,” she said. “It’s 
going to be all fresh and 
new. Hopefully, we can 
keep the old traditions.”

Coach Mara Oien 
cheered at OHS and 
calls her coach Kelly 
Spinler a role model. 
“I have been lucky to 
be able to carry on that 
tradition at Owatonna,” 
Oien said.

They might face at 
least one challenge 
during Homecoming 
Week. “We usually 

Hometown Sports

See SPORTS WRAP on B6 ►

STAFF PHOTO BY RICK BUSSLER
Owatonna's cheerleaders share one of their many cheering acts during a recent halftime show of a Huskies 
football game. The cheerleaders are coached by Mara Oien.

STAFF PHOTO BY RICK BUSSLER
Cheering for the Huskies doesn't only happen on the field. 
Cheerleaders also take part in other events, including the 
recent Homecoming parade in downtown Owatonna. 

			   Prepared and paid for by April St. Martin Committee, 427 Larch Ave., Owatonna, MN 55060

V OT EV OT E April St. Martin For School Board

507-456-6401 • aprilst.martin4owatonna@yahoo.com

As a School Board Member of I.S.D. 761 I will...

Parents Are The Answer

- Establish a school climate that reflects our community.
- Ensure all families and individuals have the opportunity for public discussion.
- Foster 100% transparency.
- Commit to answer all inquiries and concerns in a timely manner and with due diligence.

I am seeking your support to ensure all community members are represented and have a voice.
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ORTHODONTIC SPECIALIST www.drdeborahlienorthodontics.comFREE CONSULTATIONSFREE CONSULTATIONS

132 2nd Ave NE
Blooming Prairie

583.6613
DDS, MBS

Dr. Deborah J LienDr. Deborah J Lien

Pickleball 
pandemonium

Pickleball — 
America’s fast-
est-growing 
sport — seems 

to be spreading even fast-
er than I had originally 
anticipated as even A-List 
celebrities are getting in 
on the action.

It was recently an-
nounced via sources such 
as Sports Illustrated, that 
Tom Brady, Drew Brees, 
Lebron James and Kevin 
Durant have all become 
partial owners in Major 
League Pickleball.

Yes, some of the most 
well-known stars in de-
batably the nation’s two 
biggest sports markets 
have all begun their jour-
ney with pickleball, and 
I’m beginning to feel like 
I’m missing something.

From last spring to 
this fall I have spent 
plenty of time at the local 
tennis and pickleball 
courts, but I have never 
picked up a paddle.

In my own defense, I 
never grew up playing 
tennis outside of my 
physical education class-
es in school which likely 
contributed to my lack of 
knowledge surrounding 
pickleball, but something 
tells me I’m really behind 
on getting into the sport.

I’ve watched highlights 
of competitive matches 
and seen some of the un-
orthodox techniques used 
by pickleball athletes 
to score points, and I’ve 
come to understand that 
the game is much more 
complex than I originally 
imagined.

Initially, I viewed pick-
leball as a slower version 
of tennis, solely played 
to take the action-packed 
nature of tennis and 
shrink it into a smaller 
court.

Now, after having done 
some research, I under-
stand that the two games 
are quite well removed 
from one another in 
terms of strategy.

For instance, when it 
comes to shot selection, I 
know now that the pace 
of shots is equally as im-
portant as the placement.

From what I’ve seen, 
the slow, methodical 
shots that land near play-
ers’ feet on the edge of 
the court are some of the 
hardest to return as they 
require excellent timing 
and precision to read.

On the contrary, other 
shots in doubles matches 
may be returned at blis-
tering speed, with both 
teams fighting to see who 
will slip up first when 
dealing with the constant 
offensive pressure.

It seems to me that 
the game that I thought I 
knew based on predeter-
mined ideas is not at all 
what I anticipated.

Needless to say, the 
next step in my pickleball 
journey may be hitting 
the courts around town 
to see if someone can give 
me a proper education in 
the fundamentals of the 
game.

If anyone is looking 
for an easy game to pad 
their record or just needs 
a doubles partner for a 
quick match, feel free to 
reach out.

I’m not as spry as I 
once was, but this aging 
dog may still be capable 
of learning new tricks.

BP ends losing skid,  
rolls past Panthers 53-12

BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
SPORTS EDITOR

Blooming Prairie 
football bounced back 
from a two-game 
losing skid with a 
53-12 win on the road 
against NRHEG last 
week, improving its 
record to 4-3 overall 
while keeping the Pan-
thers’ winless record 
intact at 0-6.

NRHEG was unable 
to contain the Awe-
some Blossoms’ offense 
when it mattered most, 
allowing multiple 
scores on fourth-down 
plays and leading to a 
loss that carried more 
weight than just a reg-
ular game.

“It’s really tough to 
have senior night end 
in a lopsided loss. BP 
came in and played 
great and had a great 
game plan. Tonight, 
like all season, we 
saw how hard we have 
been hit with injuries. 
It feels like as soon as 
one player comes back, 
two more get hurt. 
Injuries have been a 
huge disadvantage for 
us all season,” said 
NRHEG Head Coach 
Marc Kruger.

Blooming Prairie 
took control of the 
game in the first 
quarter and opened 
the scoring with a 
two-yard rushing 

touchdown by utility 
player Alex Lea at the 
5:29 mark.

Lea’s touchdown 
was followed by an 
unsuccessful point-af-
ter attempt and put the 
Awesome Blossoms 
up 6-0.

After the ensuing 
drive by the Panthers 
fizzled out near the 
end of the quarter, 
Blooming Prairie 
found itself knocking 
on the door of the 
Panthers’ red zone and 
capitalized for a 20-
yard touchdown pass 
on fourth down from 
quarterback Brady 
Kittelson to wide re-
ceiver Derek Kubicek.

Blooming Prairie 
was able to secure the 
extra point to improve 
to 13-0 before another 
quick drive for the 
Awesome Blossoms 
ended with a 33-yard 
touchdown pass from 
Kittelson to Lea just 
over a minute later to 
increase the lead to 
20-0.

The Awesome 
Blossoms found the 
endzone again just 
five minutes later with 
Kittelson and wide re-
ceiver Cade Christian-
son connecting on a 
nine-yard touchdown 
pass to put Blooming 
Prairie ahead 27-0 
near halftime.

While the game ap-

peared to be slipping 
away from the Pan-
thers, NRHEG was 
able to put points up 
before halftime when 
quarterback Alden 
Dobberstein found 
wide receiver Sawyer 
Prigge on a 57-yard 
touchdown pass with 
4:33 remaining until 
halftime.

However, Blooming 
Prairie scored once 
more before the half 
on a freakish 20-yard 
run that saw Kittelson 
scramble out of the 
pocket, reverse fields, 
and break multiple 
tackles before slipping 
into the end zone — 
much to the delight 
and amazement of 
Blooming Prairie fans.

The score would 
put Blooming Prairie 
ahead 34-6 at halftime, 
nearing the mark 
necessary to imple-
ment the mercy-rule 
running clock.

Blooming Prairie 
found the endzone 
first again after the 
half on a seven-yard 
touchdown rush by 
Lea to go up 41-6. Then 
NRHEG’s Dobber-
stein found wide 
receiver Jaylin Raab 
on a 70-yard passing 
touchdown to cut the 
lead to 41-12 with 9:06 
remaining in the third 
quarter.

The third quarter 
saw Blooming Prairie 
score once more near 
the tail end with Lea 
scoring on a five-yard 
rush to make the score 
47-12.

In the fourth, 
Blooming Prairie 
scored its final points 
on a 35-yard passing 
touchdown from 
quarterback Cannon 

Wacek to wide receiver 
Dylan Anderson with 
34 seconds remaining 
in the game to settle 
the score at its final 
mark of 53-12.

Lea was Blooming 
Prairie’s leading offen-
sive producer with 128 
yards rushing and 33 
yards receiving to go 
with four touchdowns.

The Blossoms faced 
Medford in the team’s 
next game on Wednes-
day, Oct. 19, while the 
NRHEG Panthers 
showed off against 
WEM on the road the 
same day.

Scores and results 
from the game were 
not made available at 
the time of press.

Player Stats
Blooming Prairie

Passing
#9 Brady Kittelson — 
8-18 144 yards 3 TD; #21 
Cannon Wacek — 3-3 52 
yards 1 TD

Rushing
#12 Alex Lea — 22 att. 
128 yards 3 TD; #5 Cade 
Christianson — 8 att. 100 
yards; #9 Kittelson — 5 
att. 61 yards 1 TD; #50 
Micah Donnelly — 3 att. 8 
yards; #15 Carter Ingval-
son — 1 att. 5 yards; #21 
Wacek — 2 att. 2 yards; 
#11 Sam Smith — 1 att. 2 
yards; #6 Gage Mullen-
bach — 1 att. 2 yards; 
#72 Brady Johnson — 1 
att. -5 yards

Receiving
#5 Christianson — 4 rec. 
63 yards 1 TD; #1 Dylan 
Anderson — 3 rec. 60 
yards 1 TD; #27 Derek 
Kubicek — 2 rec. 33 yards 

1 TD; #12 Lea — 1 rec. 33 
yards 1 TD; #8 Mullen-
bach — 1 rec. 7 yards

Defense
#12 Lea — 7.5 tackles 3 
solo 9 assists; #5 Chris-
tianson 7.0 tackles 3 solo 
8 assists; #74 Sam Pirkl 
— 5.5 tackles 3 solo 5 as-
sists; #1 Anderson — 3.0 
tackles 2 solo 2 assists; 
#33 Kolby Vigeland — 3.0 
tackles 2 solo 2 assists

NRHEG

Passing
#6 Alden Dobberstein — 
9-20 203 yards 2 TD

Rushing
#10 Nash Howe — 2 att. 
12 yards; #26 Deven 
Parpart — 5 att. 11 yards; 
#41 Carter Flatland — 1 
att. 11 yards; #29 Andrew 
Phillips — 7 att. 3 yards; 
#24 Seth Staloch — 3 att. 
1 yard; #5 Jaylin Raab 
— 3 att. -1 yard; #9 Sam 
Olson — 1 att. -8 yards; 
#6 Dobberstein — 5 att. 
-16 yards

Receiving
#5 Raab — 1 rec. 70 
yards 1 TD; #8 Sawyer 
Prigge — 1 rec. 57 yards 1 
TD; #9 Olson — 3 rec. 44 
yards; #21 Lukas Loverink 
— 2 rec. 32 yards; #29 
Phillips — 2 rec. 0 yards

Defense
#5 Raab — 7.0 tackles 
7 solo; #21 Loverink — 
6.0 tackles 6 solo; #8 
Prigge — 5.5 tackles 5 
solo 1 assist; #42 Ethan 
Thompson — 5.5 tackles 
5 solo 1 assist; #33 Re-
ese Routh — 3.5 tackles 
3 solo 1 assist; #1 Aidan 
Schlaak — 2.5 tackles 2 
solo 1 assist; #26 Parpart 
— 2.0 tackles 2 solo; #64 
Makota Misgen — 2.0 
tackels 2 solo

Steele Sports
JOHNNIE PHILLIPS

STAFF PHOTO BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS 
Blooming Prairie’s Cade Christianson (5) and Derek Kubicek (27) make a tackle against NRHEG running back Andrew Phillips (29). The 
Blossoms suffocated the Panthers' ground game, holding NRHEG to just 13 rushing yards on 27 attempts. 

TEAM Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Final

Blooming Prairie 6 28 13 6 53

NRHEG 0 6 6 0 12

SCOREBOARD

STAFF PHOTO BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
Blooming Prairie’s Dylan Anderson (1) beats NRHEG’s Andrew Phillips to the 
edge to find space during a big reception for the Awesome Blossoms. Anderson 
scored on the play, taking one of his three receptions to the house for a 35-yard 
score.

STAFF PHOTO BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
NRHEG quarterback Alden Dobberstein (6) launches 
a pass on the run while Blooming Prairie’s Dylan 
Anderson (1) follows close behind. Dobberstein 
threw for 203 yards and two touchdowns in the 
game, but it was not enough as Blooming Prairie 
went on to win 53-12.
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Turnovers crush Huskies in 16-7 
loss to New Prague

BY ROY KOENIG
SPORTS ANALYST

Owatonna lost 16-7 to 
New Prague in the final 
regular season home 
football game at the cur-
rent high school. 

After 99 years of 
playing football there, 
they move to the turf at 
the new campus next 
fall. The Huskies recog-
nized 23 seniors to open 
the night.

The Trojans won the 
toss, took the ball, and 
marched 80 yards in 16 
plays for a 7-0 lead, eat-
ing up more than nine 
minutes.

“They did get up 
underneath our pads. 
And their running back 
34 [Nathan Burkhards-
meier] ran hard. They 
were winning the line of 
scrimmage,” said OHS 
coach Jeff Williams. 
“But we had them behind 
the sticks, third-and-15 
in their own end, and a 
great opportunity to get 
off the field. And they 
cracked a trap off for 16 
yards and a first down.”

Owatonna’s first 
possession ended after 
four downs, coming up 
a yard short on fourth-
and-two. The Trojans 
capitalized on the short 
field with a middle 
screen for a 31-yard 
touchdown pass, one of 
just three passes they 
completed.

The Huskies didn’t 
pick up a first down until 
there was about two min-
utes left in the first half.

“You’ve got to tip 
your hat to New Prague. 
They came out with a 
very aggressive game 
plan and ran down 
hill,” Williams said. 

Burkhardsmeier 
punished Owatonna 
with 41 carries for about 
180 yards.

Williams said the 
defense settled in.

“The problem was we 
were giving them some 
short fields. We failed 
to convert on a fourth 
down and gave them a 
short field. And turn-
overs gave them a short 
field,” he said. “We put 
our defense into a diffi-
cult position at times as 
well and asked them to 
bail the offense out. It’s 
tough to do, especially 
when you’re relying on 
a lot of those kids play-
ing both ways.”

The Trojans had just 
one two-way starter on 
the line, 6-foot-8, 260-
plus pound University 
of North Dakota recruit 
Matthew Schoenecker, 
who factored into a cou-
ple sacks and blocked 
a pass.

Trailing 13-0 to 
start the third quarter, 
Owatonna had the ball 
third-and-nine deep in 
its own territory. Quar-
terback Noah Truelson, who stepped in after 

Jacob Ginskey left late 
in in the second quarter 
with an injury, rolled 
left and found Justin 
Gleason downfield. 
Gleason trucked his 
tackler while picking up 
28 yards. Drew Kretlow 
added a 37-yard run. 

Conner Grems took the 
ball the final four yards 
for the score.

Williams said, 
“I thought we were 
starting to cook with 
some gas. We were 
finding the off-tackle 
hole. Grems was doing 
a good job of bouncing 

outside. Some good 
things were happening 
on that drive and all of 
a sudden, we’re back in 
the football game 13-7. 
We’ve got some positive 
momentum.

“And then the fumble 
on the next series kind 
of takes the wind out of 
your sails…Again, it’s a 
game where we’re ask-
ing a lot of kids to play 
on both sides of the ball. 
It’s become a necessity. 
That translates over 
to the other side of the 
ball, those momentum 
changes.”

Turnovers ended 
the final four drives 
for Owatonna and 
New Prague ran out 
the clock for its second 
straight victory over 
the Huskies.

OHS closes the 
regular season tonight 
(Wednesday) at Kas-
son-Mantorville. “The 
nice thing about coach-
ing kids, is they turn 
the page faster than 
adults do…kids are re-
silient,” Williams said, 
adding they bounce 
back rapidly.

The Komets are 

similar to last year, 
according to Williams. 
“They’re running 
option. Their quarter-
back is a threat. They 
got a nice running 
back. They’ll test your 
discipline, your option 
responsibilities,” he said.

Owatonna beat K-M 
17-14 on a late field goal 
in adverse weather con-
ditions at OHS last year. 
The Komets went on 
to finish as Prep Bowl 
runner-up in Class 4A.

Player Stats
Passing
#13 Jacob Ginskey — 
5-9 46 yards; #16 Noah 
Truelson — 4-9 53 yards 
2 Int.

Rushing
#2 Conner Grems — 12 
att. 39 yards 1 TD; #33 
Drew Kretlow — 5 att. 53 
yards

Receiving
#8 Caleb Hullopeter — 4 
rec. 48 yards; #15 Justin 
Gleason — 2 rec. 39 
yards; #2 Grems — 1 rec. 
-1 yard; #18 Collin Vick — 
1 rec. 9 yards; #3 Ayden 
Walter — 1 rec. 13 yards

Huskies advance to section soccer final
BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS

SPORTS EDITOR

After securing 
two gritty wins in the 
opening and semifinal 
rounds of the Section 
1AAA tournament, 
Owatonna’s boys soccer 
team progressed to the 
section championship 
game against Rochester 
Mayo.

Owatonna earned 
its trip to Rochester to 
face the Spartans after 
beating Northfield and 
Rochester John Mar-
shall both by scores of 
1-0.

In the semifinal 
game, Owatonna found 
itself in a dogfight with 
the Rockets as both 
teams battled for pos-
session and benefitted 
from scarce offensive 
opportunities.

After taking a 0-0 tie 
to halftime, both teams 

returned to the field and 
picked up right where 
they left off, carrying 
the 0-0 tie into the end 
of regulation.

As is standard for 
MSHSL tournament 
play, both teams played 
an overtime period 
to determine a win-
ner, where Owatonna 
prevailed behind a goal 
from defenseman Blake 
Burmeister to break the 
tie at 1-0.

Burmeister’s goal 
came off of a header to 
the top left corner of 
the net after a perfect 
set-piece pass from mid-
fielder Ty Svenby found 
the defenseman lurking 
on the back post.

The goal was Bur-
meister’s fourth of the 
season and first since a 
hat trick performance 
on Sept. 1.

Earlier in the week, 
Owatonna had to go 

through Northfield in 
order to keep its season 
alive.

In similar fashion, 
the Huskies and Raid-
ers kept a clean sheet 
through the first half, 
before Owatonna was 
able to find the winning 
goal in the second half 
behind a shot from mid-
fielder Ashton Kraus.

Kraus was able to 
score from inside the 
Northfield penalty 
box with some nifty 
footwork to cross up a 
Raiders defender and 
the goaltender after 
receiving a through ball 
pass from midfielder 
Rolando Maya.

Owatonna faced 
Rochester Mayo on 
Tuesday to determine 
the Section 1AAA 
championship winner; 
however, results from 
the game were not 
made available at the 

time of press.
A win by Owatonna 

would mean that the 

Huskies advance to the 
state tournament for 
the first time since 2016 

when the team lost 5-0 
in the opening game to 
Wayzata.

STAFF PHOTO BY SEVY ENTER
Ty Svenby of the Huskies takes a shot against Northfield last week. Svenby was 
credited with an assist after finding Blake Burmeister on a set piece to secure the 1-0 
win over Rochester John Marshall late last week.

TEAM Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Final

Owatonna 0 0 7 0 7

New Prague 7 6 0 3 16

SCOREBOARD

STAFF PHOTO BY JOEY BUNTON
Owatonna’s Justin Gleason (15), Drew Kretlow (33) and Torrin Smith (50) work together to make a tackle against 
a New Prague rusher. Owatonna’s defense held the Trojans to just 16 points, but New Prague still walked away 
with the win 16-7.

STAFF PHOTO BY JOEY BUNTON
Owatonna quarterback Jacob GInskey (13) rolls 
out and keeps his eyes downfield as he prepares to 
pass during a play against New Prague last week. 
Owatonna’s passing game struggled against the 
Trojans, with Ginskey and backup Noah Truelson 
passing for a total of 99 yards throughout the game.

STAFF PHOTO BY JOEY BUNTON
Owatonna kicker/punter Drew Henson prepares to 
boot a punt downfield against New Prague. Both 
teams’ punters were busy in the game, with both 
teams scoring a total of 23 points in Thursday’s game.
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Tigers claw back, beat Panthers 3-2
BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS

SPORTS EDITOR

Medford volleyball 
hosted NRHEG last 
week for Senior Night 
and had to fight its way 
back from a 2-1 deficit to 
win an important Go-
pher Conference game 
as well as an emotional 
game for the team’s 
senior veteran players.

The Tigers kept the 
first three sets close, but 
won just one before the 
team kicked the game 
into high gear in the 
fourth and fifth sets to 
make the difference.

Medford Head Coach 
Missy Underdahl had 
mentioned all season 
so far that her team 
has had the ability to 
compete and succeed in 
any match-up; however, 
finishing sets while 
they are ahead had been 
a recurring issue.

Yet, this time 
around, Underdahl's 
squad made sure to 
shut down any hope of a 
comeback.

The first set belonged 
to NRHEG after a long 
battle between both 
sides ended in a 25-23 
win for the Panthers, 
but Medford had an 
answer.

The Tigers found 
ample offense in the sec-
ond set and finished out 
with a seven-point lead, 
winning 25-18 to tie the 
match at 1-1.

NRHEG was able to 
restore its lead after 
winning the third set 
25-21, but the game took 
a turn quickly after-
ward.

With their backs 
against the wall, Med-
ford exploded for a 25-17 

set win in the fourth to 
one-up itself from its 
second set win and tie 
the match at 2-2.

Riding the momen-
tum of tying the match 
again, Medford rode 
the energy of its home 
crowd and creative of-
fensive play to dominate 
the Panthers 15-6 in 
the final set, leaving no 
doubt who the rightful 
winners were on the 
night.

Athletes, fans and 
family alike came 
together to cheer for 
the Tigers team as 
they completed the 
comeback and won a 
game that carried more 
weight than just a stan-
dard conference game.

Medford’s win 
propelled the Tigers to 
a two-game winning 
streak and set the team 
up with more momen-
tum to carry into its 
final regular season 
match against Ran-
dolph on Monday.

Meanwhile, NRHEG 
was handed its second 
loss in a row, and just its 
sixth of the entire sea-
son as the team headed 
into its final two games 
against Nicollet and 
Maple River on Monday 
and Tuesday.

Stats and results 
from the two teams’ 
final regular-season 
games were not made 
available at the time of 
press.

Tigers win streak 
ends in shut out
BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS

SPORTS EDITOR

Medford football's 
two-game winning 
streak ended last week 
after undefeated St. 
Clair/Loyola came to 
town and shut out the 
Tigers 21-0.

Offense was at a 
premium for both teams 
throughout the game, but 
it was the Spartans who 
found the endzone on 
three separate occasions 
to eventually pull away.

Both defenses kept 
the scoreboard locked 
at 0-0 through the first 
quarter before St. Clair/
Loyola broke the tie 
with a second-quarter 
touchdown to lead 7-0.

The Spartans took 
their lead into halftime 
and held Medford at a 
seven-point deficit until 
St. Clair/Loyola found 
the endzone again in the 
late stages of the fourth 
quarter to increase its 
lead to 14-0.

Medford found 
itself in an offensive 
predicament for most 
of the game, having to 
choose between punt-
ing and going for it on 
fourth-down plays. 
However, the Spartans’ 
fourth-quarter touch-
down increased the 
Tigers’ urgency tenfold.

With just three first 
downs on the night, 
Medford was forced to 
play more aggressively 

to stay in the game, but 
the offensive production 
still eluded the team.

Ultimately, St. Clair/
Loyola would regain 
possession from the 
Tigers and ice the game 
in the final minutes 
with one last touch-
down to put the game 
out of reach for Medford 
at 21-0.

The Tigers suffered 
their worst offensive 
performance of the 
season against the 
Spartans in the loss and 
accrued just 45 yards of 
total offense.

Despite the 
three-touchdown differ-
ence in score, Medford’s 
defense was able to take 
away some positives 
from the game.

The 21 points Med-
ford allowed to the 
Spartans was the lowest 
scoring point total that 
St. Clair/Loyola has 
posted all season en 
route to its 7-0 record.

In its final regular 
season game, Medford 
traveled to Blooming 
Prairie to face the 
Awesome Blossoms on 
Wednesday, Oct. 19.

Stats and results 
from the game were not 
made available at the 
time of press.

Player Stats
Passing
#8 Jesse Ortiz — 2-11 16 
yards 1 Int.

Rushing
#8 Ortiz — 11 att. 22 
yards; #28 Garron Hoff-
man — 11 att. 7 yards

Receiving
#26 Evan Schweisthal 
— 1 rec. 9 yards; #10 
Logan Maas-Hansen — 1 
rec. 7 yards

Defense

#52 Tate Hermes — 
12.0 tackles 7 solo 10 
assists; #28 Hoffman 
— 5.0 tackles 2 solo 
6 assists; #71 mason 
Degrood — 4.5 tackles 
2 solo 5 assists; #50 
Hunter Perdue — 4.0 

tackles 2 solo 4 assists; 
#57 Dylan Heider-
scheidt — 3.5 tackles 
1 solo 5 assists 1 FR; 
#26 Schweisthal — 3.5 
tackles 1 solo 5 assists; 
#8 Ortiz — 2.5 tackles 2 
solo 1 assist 1 Int.

TEAM Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Final

Medford 0 0 0 0 0

St. Clair/Loyola 0 7 0 14 21

SCOREBOARD

PHOTO COURTESY SKYE DEVOE
Medford’s Addison Vandereide (8) tries to beat NRHEG blocker Hallie Schultz for a kill. Vandereide and the Tigers got the best of the Panthers 
in five sets, winning 3-2.

PHOTO COURTESY SKYE DEVOE
Medford senior athletes Morgan Jones, left, and Adalia List, middle, are all smiles 
while sharing a moment during the team’s Senior Night pre-game ceremony with 
teammate Addison Vandereide, right. Medford won its Senior Night game 3-2 over 
NRHEG after coming back from being down 2-1 through three sets.

STAFF PHOTO BY RICK BUSSLER
Medford's Jesse Ortiz (8) scrambles to evade the oncoming St. Clair/Loyola pass rush. The Tigers' offense 
struggled against the Spartans and only accrued 45 yards of total offense.

STAFF PHOTO BY RICK BUSSLER
Medford utility player Aaron Richer (34) leaps up to 
make a one-handed catch against St. Clair/Loyola last 
week. Richter was held without a catch in Medford's 
21-0 loss to the Spartans.

STAFF PHOTO BY RICK BUSSLER
Medford running back Garron Hoffman (28) gets tackled by a host of St. Clair/
Loyola defenders. Hoffman was held in check by the Spartans and rushed for just 
seven yards on 11 carries.
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Larson leads Blossoms for senior campaign
BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS

SPORTS EDITOR

After 
spending 
the major-
ity of last 

volleyball season on 
the sidelines due to an 
injury to her thumb, 
Blooming Prairie 

middle hitter and team 
captain Sierra Larson 
has been able to make 
up for lost time as a 
vital member of the 
Blossoms’ starting 
rotation.

Larson’s injury 
came early on in the 
season a year ago, and 
made it so fellow ath-

letes Haven Carlson 
and Abby Hefling had 
to fill in to support the 
role that Larson was 
forced to vacate.

“Last year, I had a 
few games at the be-
ginning of the season 
and about three to four 
games at the end. It 
being my senior sea-
son now, it’s been fun 
being able to have the 
whole season to lay it 
all out there. I’m really 
just trying to enjoy 
every single game,” 
said Larson.

Larson’s love for 
the game is obvious to 
those who witness her 
play.

As a middle hitter, 
Larson typically lines 
up in the front row for 
Blooming Prairie, but 
as one of the team’s 
most trusted athletes 
she rotates through 
most every position on 
the court during the 
course of the game.

Whether it be 
blocking in the middle, 
hitting from the out-
side or digging balls in 

the back row alongside 
libero and fellow team 
captain Madi Lea, 
Larson can be seen 
smiling and celebrat-
ing with her team after 
every point.

According to 
Larson, her biggest 
strength on the court 
is her mentality to win.

“I think it’s my 
aggression and will-
ingness to compete 
for every single point. 
Whether it’s a swing 
to get a kill or diving 
to get that dig, really 
just my biggest focus 
is giving it everything 
I’ve got to get that next 
point.”

Larson’s leadership 
and competitiveness 
have earned her the 
support of not only her 
teammates, but the 
fans as well.

Most recently in 
Blooming Prairie’s 
game against Beth-
lehem Academy, 
fans could be heard 
chanting “MVP” 
after Larson rejected 
a shot via a block and 

followed the scoring 
play by earning a kill 
the very next rally.

Having Larson 
back on the court has 
also helped Blooming 
Prairie improve its 
last season record 
from 5-14 overall and 
1-5 in-conference to 
2022’s record of 11-10 
overall and 5-5 in-con-
ference.

“It is sad that it’s 
my last year, but our 
coaches talked about 
leaving it all on the 
floor and having no 

regrets. Having played 
since fourth grade, I’ve 
learned so many valu-
able skills that have 
not only helped shape 
me as an athlete, but as 
a person as well.”

Fans will be able 
to catch Larson and 
the Blossoms next as 
the team prepares for 
the upcoming section 
playoffs beginning 
next week.

Blooming Prairie’s 
seed and matchup 
were unavailable at 
the time of press.

STAFF PHOTO BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
Blooming Prairie’s Sierra Larson (3) goes for a kill as 
teammate Addison Doocy (1) backs her up. Larson 
has been a leader for Blooming Prairie on its front 
row as the team’s starting middle hitter.

STAFF PHOTO BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
Sierra Larson, forward-facing right, celebrates with 
her teammates after scoring a point. According to 
Larson, her attitude toward this season has been to 
“enjoy every single game.”

BP volleyball loses to BA in shutout
BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS

SPORTS EDITOR

Blooming Prairie 
volleyball finished its 
second-to-last game 
of the regular season 
with a 0-3 loss to Beth-
lehem Academy in an 
up-and-down game for 
the Blossoms.

Bethlehem Academy 
came hot out of the 
gates winning the first 
set 25-16 thanks to a 
strong rally early in 
the set, yet the match 
took an interesting 
turn shortly afterward.

In the second set, 
Blooming Prairie came 
out from its set inter-
mission with a whole 
new offensive flair and 
grew its lead up to 12-5 
early.

Yet, the set would 
begin to slip from the 
Blossoms due to strong 
serves and outside 
hitting from the Car-

dinals.
Blooming Prairie’s 

seven-point lead quick-
ly shrank to four points 
before being completely 
erased when the Car-
dinals tied the game at 
16-16.

The Blossoms called 
a timeout with the 
game tied, but it was 
not enough to slow the 
momentum created by 
Bethlehem Academy.

The Cardinals hit 
the court after the 
break and continued 
their rally all the way 
until the score reached 
23-18.

With just two points 
to go in the set, Bloom-
ing Prairie fought back 
valiantly to bring the 
score to 23-22 but was 
unable to get the job 
done after two more 
quick points by the 
Cardinals.

The third set is 
where the match took 

a turn for the worst for 
the Blossoms. After 
they drew close to 
tying the game at 1-1, 
the Cardinals ran away 
with the win behind a 
dominant 25-9 final set 
win.

Blooming Prai-
rie did not have the 
answers for Bethlehem 
Academy’s hitting, 
despite having stayed 
afloat earlier on in the 
match with its blocking 
game.

Leading the Blos-
soms was setter Macy 
Lembke with 13 set 
assists, 11 digs, two 
blocks and three kills.

Earlier in the week, 
Blooming Prairie 
flipped the script in 
a game against USC 
where the Blossoms 
were able to walk away 
with a 3-0 win.

Blooming Prairie 
controlled the game 
against the Rebels 
from start to finish 
and neutralized nearly 
all offense from its 
opponents, finishing 
the match quickly with 
set scores of 25-12, 25-10 
and 25-7.

Middle hitter Sierra 
Larson led the team 
with 12 digs, seven 
blocks, seven kills, and 
one ace serve.

The Blossoms played 
their last regular sea-
son game of the year on 
the road against WEM 
on Tuesday, Oct. 18, 
however, stats and re-
sults were not available 
at the time of press.

STAFF PHOTO BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS 
Blooming Prairie middle hitters Abby Hefling (10) and Addison Doocy (1) reject a shot sent over by Bethlehem 
Academy’s middle hitter. The Blossoms were able to rack up blocks, but could not stop the Cardinals defense 
entirely en route to a 3-0 loss. 

STAFF PHOTO BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS 
Blooming Prairie's Abby Hefling makes a leaping play 
in the back row for the Blossoms to save a potential 
point for Bethlehem Academy. Hefling had four digs, 
six blocks and three kills against the Cardinals. 

STAFF PHOTO BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS 
Blooming Prairie’s Haven Carlson (15) has her shot blocked by two Bethlehem 
Academy front-row blockers in the two teams’ matchup last week. The Blossoms fell 
3-0 to the visiting Cardinals in an up-and-down game for Blooming Prairie. 
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Williams credited 
the other captains 
as well for a positive 
season: “Collin Vick, 
Mikah Elstad, and 
Drew Kretlow have 
really set the tone. So, 
our practices have gone 
great. We haven’t had a 
lot of problems, knock 
on wood. And that’s 
really due to the tone 
that those guys and the 
rest of the senior class 
have set.

“We always talk 
about the fact that tra-
dition never graduates. 
It’s really incumbent 
upon the seniors to 
transmit to the younger 
kids how do we operate, 
how do we go about our 
business. What does 
Owatonna football look 
like. What does it look 
like the locker room. 
What does it look like 
in the classroom. What 
does it look like in the 
hallways. How do we 
practice.”

Twenty-three seniors 
fill the Huskies roster.

Division One  
for swimmer

Owatonna senior Lo-
gan Norrid announced 
via Twitter that she will 
swim for Division I Uni-
versity of Rhode Island. 
During her junior year, 
she placed 10th at state 
in the 100 butterfly and 
12th in the breaststroke. 
She set six school re-
cords last season while 
earning team MVP and 
Big Nine All Conference 
awards. Norrid first 
qualified for state as 
an eighth grader. She 
is swimming on a club 
team this season.

The Huskies list of 
Division I commitments 
includes Ezra Oien 

(hockey at University 
of New Hampshire) and 
Ava Stanchina (soccer 
at North Dakota State 
University).

Head of the class
Semifinal: Owaton-

na 1, Rochester John 
Marshall 0, overtime on 
Oct. 13. Blake Burmeis-
ter scored on a header 
off a free kick by Ty 
Svenby 45 seconds into 
overtime to lift the 
Huskies into the section 
final against Rochester 
Mayo. It was Burmeis-
ter’s fourth goal, three 
off his head.

On a chilly night at 
Lincoln School, JM had 
a strong start forcing 
Owatonna’s Nils Gan-
tert to make some early 
saves. Meanwhile, the 
Huskies’ Rolando Maya 
had a header stopped 
by Rockets’ keeper 
Camden Williams on a 
diving stop. OHS dialed 
up the pressure at the 
end of the first half but 
a scoreless tie remained 
at the break.

Owatonna’s pressure 
continued into the sec-
ond. Benny Bangs put 
a good scoring chance 
high and wide, and Wil-
liams made a couple of 
saves. JM nearly scored 
on a buzzer beater as 
Gantert slipped but the 
ball rolled wide with 10 
seconds to go. (Report 
from Owatonna Live’s 
Brad Betterman)

Quarterfinal: Owa-
tonna 1, Northfield 0 on 
Oct. 11. Ashton Kraus’ 
goal 10 minutes into 
the second half lifted 
Owatonna to the win. 
Benny Bangs played 
the ball forward on the 
right side to Rolando 
Maya who advanced it 
to Kraus for his fourth 
goal of the season. 
Bangs had a breakaway 
chance early in the 
game, but the Raider 
keeper got his leg on 
the shot. Bangs hit the 
crossbar late in the 
second half.

Girls soccer ends
Semifinal: Lakeville 

North 2, Owatonna 
0 on Oct. 14. A dozen 
OHS seniors played 
their final high school 
soccer match in a loss at 

Lakeville. The Huskies 
kept the defending sec-
tion champs scoreless 
for over 50 minutes. The 
Panthers converted a 
corner kick 12 minutes 
into the second half 
and added another ten 
minutes later on a quick 
transition play. The 
Huskies end the season 
at 10-8.

Quarterfinal: Owa-
tonna 1, Rochester Cen-
tury 0 (overtime) on Oct. 
11. Ava Stanchina used 
her head to redirect a 
free kick by Ezra Oien 
to set off the victory cel-
ebration in the seventh 
minute of overtime. 
The Huskies controlled 
most of the possession 
in the extra session and 
had several excellent 
opportunities before 
scoring the golden 
goal. A Century player 
skimmed a shot off the 
top of the crossbar late 
in regulation.

Up for award—again
Sam Henson (OHS 

’20) is up for the Fred 
Mitchell Award, which 
honors college football 
kickers on their com-
munity service in addi-
tion to their success on 
the field. The Concor-
dia-St. Paul sophomore 
also made the list last 
year. Henson volun-
teers as a youth soccer 
coach in Owatonna 
over the summer. He’s 
taken part in football 
and baseball camps. He 
participates in Feed My 
Starving Children, St. 
Paul Community Clean-
up and is a security 
volunteer for various 
events at U.S. Bank 
Stadium.

Henson was perfect 
on PATs in his fresh-
man season, going 
18-for-18. He connected 
on 10 of 11 field goal 
tries with a long of 48. 
He earned CSP Special 
Teams Player of the 
Week three times. This 
season he’s hit 9-of-10 
PATs and three field 
goals for the Golden 
Bears. Henson’s online 
bio on the Concordia 
website states he is “A 
finance major with a 
minor in sport manage-
ment…interested in a 
career in sports law…a 

consistent Dean’s List 
student.”

Spikers fall to West
OHS volleyball 

dropped a three-set 
match to Mankato West 
on Oct. 11. Despite an 
early 8-4 Owatonna lead 
in the opening game, 
the Scarlets rallied for a 
25-15 win. West contin-
ued to play good defense 
in the second set. The 
Huskies hung with 
them, but the Scarlets 
won 25-22.

The third set was 
a spirited back-and-
forth battle with some 
lead changes as Mehsa 
Krause, Samantha Bo-
gen, and Brooke Miles 
turned in nice plays. 
West won 25-23 to close 
out the sweep. Krause 
had 12 kills. Bogen 
added seven. West was 
led by Ella Olson with 
15 kills.

The volleyball play-
offs begin on Thursday, 
Oct. 27.

New golf coach
Mother Nature is 

forcing us to put golf on 
the back burner. But 
even the pending winter 
will come to an end and 
spring will begin anew, 
with a new coach lead-
ing the Owatonna High 
School girls. Longtime 
assistant Jason Kaytor 
was just named as the 
new varsity coach. “Ob-
viously I’m excited to be 
in the position. After 17 
years as an assistant, 
I’m excited and ready to 
go,” he quipped.

In a news release, 
OHS Activities Direc-
tor Marc Achterkirch 
stated, “Coach Kaytor 
is bringing a wealth 
of golf knowledge and 
coaching experience to 
our girls’ golf program. 
He has built great 
relationships with 
our student-athletes 
for many years in the 
Owatonna golf and vol-
leyball programs and 
will continue to bring 
his consistency and 
excitement.”

Kaytor feels the 
golf program has good 
depth, but isn’t afraid 
to look for more play-
ers: “Our numbers 
are pretty good, but of 
course, we would love to 
have more girls out for 
the game. I would like to 
promote it more as a life-
long game that can still 
be very competitive.”

He also has spent 17 
years coaching volley-
ball at OHS, including 
nine as head coach. 
Kaytor now assists first-
year head coach Rachel 
Malo, who was a player 
when Kaytor was the 
head coach. “It’s so nice 
to have her passion and 
excitement in the pro-
gram. Working with her 
has been fun as well.”

◄ SPORTS WRAP from B1

Huskies captain recovers from knee injury SCOREBOOK
GOPHER CONFERENCE STANDINGS

FOOTBALL
MID SOUTHEAST – WHITE DIVISION
	 Div.	 Overall
St. Clair/Loyola	 4-0-0	 7-0-0
Gibbon-Fairfax-Winthrop	 4-0-0	 6-1-0
Blooming Prairie	 2-2-0	 4-3-0
Medford	 2-2-0	 2-5-0
WEM	 0-4-0	 1-6-0
NRHEG	 0-4-0	 0-7-0

VOLLEYBALL
	 Conf.	 Overall
Bethlehem Academy	 9-0-0	 14-7-0
Kenyon-Wanamingo	 9-1-0	 20-7-0
WEM	 8-2-0	 14-12-0
Hayfield	 8-2-0	 19-8-0
Blooming Prairie	 5-5-0	 11-10-0
Medford	 5-5-0	 10-12-0
NRHEG	 4-5-0	 16-6-0
Triton	 4-5-0	 8-12-0
Randolph	 4-6-0	 11-10-0
Maple River	 2-8-0	 11-14-0
JWP	 0-9-0	 6-17-0
United South Central	 0-10-0	 6-18-0

BIG NINE CONFERENCE STANDINGS
FOOTBALL

BIG SOUTHEAST – RED DIVISION
	 Div.	 Overall
Mankato West	 7-0-0	 7-0-0
Rochester Mayo	 6-1-0	 6-1-0
New Prague	 4-3-0	 4-3-0
Owatonna	 4-3-0	 4-3-0
Northfield	 4-3-0	 4-3-0
Rochester Century	 2-5-0	 2-5-0
Austin	 1-6-0	 1-6-0
Rochester John Marshall	 0-7-0	 0-7-0
BIG SOUTHEAST – BLUE DIVISION
	 Div.	 Overall
Stewartville	 7-0-0	 7-0-0
Winona	 5-2-0	 5-2-0
Byron	 5-2-0	 5-2-0
Kasson-Mantorville	 5-2-0	 5-2-0
Mankato East	 3-4-0	 3-4-0
Faribault	 2-5-0	 2-5-0
Red Wing	 1-6-0	 1-6-0
Albert Lea	 0-7-0	 0-7-0

VOLLEYBALL
	 Conf.	 Overall
Northfield	 10-0-0	 24-3-0
Rochester Century	 9-1-0	 25-4-0
Rochester Mayo	 8-2-0	 21-5-0
Owatonna	 6-4-0	 10-11-0
Mankato West	 5-4-0	 8-13-0
Faribault	 4-5-0	 13-12-0
Red Wing	 4-6-0	 10-13-1
Rochester John Marshall	 3-6-0	 9-11-0
Mankato East	 3-7-0	 7-14-1
Albert Lea	 2-8-0	 10-14-2
Winona	 2-8-0	 5-16-0
Austin	 1-9-0	 5-17-0

BOYS SOCCER
	 Conf.	 Overall
Rochester Mayo	 10-1-0	 13-1-0
Owatonna	 9-1-1	 11-3-1
Rochester John Marshall	 8-2-1	 11-2-2
Winona	 7-2-2	 9-2-4
Northfield	 7-3-1	 7-5-2
Rochester Century	 6-5-0	 7-8-0
Mankato East	 4-6-1	 5-8-3
Mankato West	 3-5-3	 5-6-3
Austin	 3-7-1	 5-10-1
Faribault	 2-7-2	 4-7-3
Red Wing	 1-10-0	 2-13-1
Albert Lea	 0-11-0	 1-13-0

GIRLS SOCCER
	 Conf.	 Overall
Mankato East	 11-0-0	 16-0-0
Mankato West	 9-1-1	 11-3-1
Rochester Century	 8-3-0	 9-6-1
Owatonna	 8-3-0	 9-7-0
Winona	 7-3-1	 9-5-2
Rochester Mayo	 5-3-3	 5-5-4
Rochester John Marshall	 5-5-1	 6-7-1
Red Wing	 4-7-0	 6-9-1
Northfield	 3-8-0	 3-12-0
Albert Lea	 1-9-1	 2-12-1
Austin	 1-9-1	 1-14-1
Faribault	 0-11-0	 1-15-0

SWIM & DIVE
	 Conf.	 Overall
Rochester Century	 6-0-0	 7-0-0
Mankato West	 6-0-1	 6-0-1
Northfield	 5-0-1	 5-0-1
Rochester Mayo	 5-1-0	 5-1-0
Red Wing	 3-2-0	 3-2-0
Owatonna	 3-3-0	 3-3-0
Mankato East	 3-3-0	 3-4-0
Winona	 2-4-0	 5-4-0
Austin	 2-5-0	 3-5-0
Rochester John Marshall	 1-5-0	 1-5-0
Albert Lea	 0-6-0	 0-7-0
Faribault	 0-7-0	 0-8-0Logan Norrid

COURTESY JUSTIN OAKMAN PHOTOGRAPHY
Former Huskies standout Sam Henson is a kicker with Concordia-St. Paul. He has 
qualified for the Fred Mitchell Award, which honors kickers on their community 
service in addition to success on the field.
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Couple shares war memories with Cargill citizens group

BY HOWARD LESTRUD
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Cargill’s Citizen 
Advisory Panel (CAP) 
meets monthly and rep-
resents the community.

In sharing a desire to 
see the Blooming Prai-
rie area grow, Cargill, 

formerly Arkema, likes 
to continue a link with 
the community. Roger 
Sorenson, facilitator for 
the Cargill CAP, relies 
on Cargill officials to 
present plant reports 
every quarter.

Sorenson always 
asks Cargill leaders 

to suggest programs. 
Within the past year, he 
has found some intrigu-
ing speakers.

Last Wednesday, Oct. 
12, Sorenson asked U.S. 
Army veterans Bryce 
and Jaclyn Schlichter of 
Blooming Prairie to tell 
their stories about the 

war in Iraq.
The Schlichters, 

members of the Austin 
National Guard, were 
both deployed in Iraq 
for 11 months.

The Army is what 
brought Jaclyn and 
Bryce together. There 
were some tense mo-

ments for the couple, 
who were later married.

Jaclyn assumed 
many different roles, 
including radio control 
operator and truck 
driver. Bryce was also 
a truck driver and 
like Jaclyn picked 
up other duties, too. 

The Schlichters were 
on only one mission 
together.

The purpose of the 
U.S. troops being in Iraq 
was to train the Iraqis 
so they could run the 
country, Bryce said.

Bryce admitted that 
he often wondered why 
the U.S. was in Iraq. 
Liberation is the key 
word when talking 
about the war in Iraq, 
he said.

The Schlichters both 
still wonder where Iraq 
is headed.

“You just can’t 
change a country over-
night,” Bryce said.

At the conclusion of 
their presentation, the 
Schlichters opened the 
forum to questions from 
the CAP members.

Bryce was asked to 
comment on his inju-
ries suffered while on 
patrol.

While he was in the 
turret, Schlichter’s 
vehicle was bombed and 
caused him to suffer se-
vere shrapnel wounds. 
He was hospitalized and 
later returned home.

Both Bryce and Jac-
lyn are willing to share 
their Army experiences 
during war time. Bryce 
talked to a Cub Scout 
troop the same day he 
visited the Cargill CAP.

The Cargill CAP will 
meet next on Wednes-
day, Nov. 9. Jerry 
Mausbach, supervisor 
of Blooming Prairie 
Public Utilities, will be 
the featured speaker.

NEWS

HARVEST FEAST DINNNER
BAKE AND QUILT SALE

HARVEST FEAST DINNNER
BAKE AND QUILT SALE

Wednesday, Nov. 6
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FEASTFEAST
IsIs

BACK!BACK!

Wednesday, Nov. 2

Adults: $15 Youth (ages 5-10): $5
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Owatonna Eagles Club 
141 E Rose St Owatonna 
Hours: Mon-Wed 2-10pm 

Thursday: 11am-10pm 
Fri/Sat: 11am-12am 

Sunday for Vikings Games 

VOTE FOR

SCHOOL BOARD ELECTION

MARK SEBRING
10 YEARS OF PROVEN LEADERSHIP

Balanced school budget
New high school opening
Career pathways
High quality superintendent

Paid for by Mark Sebring for School Board - 10 Oakview Pl, Owatonna, MN
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SAFETY WEEK 
October, 17-21, 2022 

tips for a safer bus ride 
• Be aware of moving traffic.
• Leave plenty of time to get to the bus stop.
Don't rush.
• Pay attention to your surroundings.
• Stay at a safe distance from the street and
don't play around while waiting for the bus.

• Hold the handrail going up and down the
stairwell so you don't trip.
• Find a seat, sit down immediately and remain
seated till your stop.
• Be courteous and respectful to your driver.
Listen to directions.

• Stay IO giant steps away from the outside of • Don't put your head, arms, papers or
the bus while the bus is pulling up so the driver anything out the window. 
can see you. 
• Wait for the bus to stop completely before
you move towards it to get on, or before you
stand up to get off.
• Be cautious of clothing or backpacks with
drawstrings, toggles, or key chains that can get
caught on the bus handrails and doors.

• Don't pick up anything you drop near the
bus. The driver may not see you. Instead, ask
the driver for help.
• Wait to cross the street until the driver lets
you know it's OK.
• Stay away from the bus wheels at all times -the
driver cannot see you.

www.nsc.org 

Sponsored by Blooming Prairie, Medford 
and Owatonna Bus Companies 

Please Vote 
Nov. 8th

Crunch The Numbers....

You get all those 
important numbers 

along with a 
Price Match Guarantee!

Professionals

Facilities

4 Morticians/80 Years 
   Service
11 Staff Members
2 Licensed Pre-Planning 
   Ins. Agents
3 Certified Crematory 
   Operators

340 Person Capacity for a Service
225 Person Lunch Capacity
1 Crematory (Only one in Steele County)
142 Years in Business

After 43 Years, Still Owned by the
 Michaelson Family

Owatonna Wrestling and Beyond the Yellow Ribbon

Sunday, October 23, 2022

$8.00 advance - $9.00 at door - Under 5 free

 •
•
•

Prepared and paid for by Stiehm Campaign Committee, Austin, MN

Tom Stiehm for
Minnesota House
District 23B

Tom Stiehm for
Minnesota House
District 23B
Tom believes we need leaders
who will pull us together,
not tear us apart

Tom believes we need leaders
who will pull us together,
not tear us apart

Ready to serve you, with experience,
as your next state representative!
 Mayor of Austin  - 14 Years
 Austin Police Officer – 30 Years
 US Marine – 3 Years

TomStiehmMNHouse.com

411 E. Main St • Blooming Prairie • 507-583-4431

STEELECOUNTYTIMES.COM

Prepared and paid for by Stiehm for State House, 902 10th Ave. SE, Austin, MN 55912

Prepared and paid for by Corey Samora, Medford, MN 55049.
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507-431-4353
1125 S Oak Ave, Owatonna

www.Honest1Owatonna.com

Fair Prices. High Quality.

We’re Now RepairPal Certified.
That means we’re high quality and fair priced.

Listen to KOWZ Radio Weekdays to Enter to Win a FREE Oil Change (given away weekly).

VOTE VOTE NOVEMBER 8THNOVEMBER 8TH

K A T E
F A L V E Y

@kateforMNstate | www.kateformnstate.com 

FOR MN SENATE DISTRICT 19

I am Kate Falvey and I am running for State
Senate for District 19. I am a teacher in

Faribault Public Schools.
As a teacher, I know the value of hard work,
learning, research, and studying. I also know

the value of empathy, understanding,
cooperation, and perseverance.

The people of District 19 need someone new
who is NOT a politician, who can work with
those who have differing viewpoints, and is

able to achieve goals through compromise by
never giving up, no matter how long it takes.

I will bring TEACHER MAGIC to the State Senate
to fight for full and equitable education funding,

take a stand to keep our medical decisions
private, and develop policies that make the

system more equitable for all citizens.
 
 

Produced and Paid for by Committee for Kate (Falvey) Committee 
PO Box 381 Faribault MN 55021

Gourds for a 90th celebration

STAFF PHOTO BY HOWARD LESTRUD
Gourds work well as birthday favors or for Halloween art. These three boys sold $65 
in gourds to be used for a 90th birthday celebration. Shown from left are: Carter 
Sorensen, Max Sorensen and Isaac Stoen. Buying the gourds were Szanne Dotta, 
left, of Litomysl and Jennifer Walsh of Ellendale. 
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2022 FOOTBALL MANIA picks2022 FOOTBALL MANIA picks
FEATURING: LOCAL • COLLEGE • PRO TEAMSFEATURING: LOCAL • COLLEGE • PRO TEAMS

Football Contest Rules:
CONTEST PERIOD: Sept. 14-Nov. 30. Different games 
will be featured each week in the newspaper.

HOW TO WIN: Read the advertisements on this page and 
pick the team you think will win each game. Write the team’s 
name in the blank with the corresponding number. Cut out and 
drop off at Steele County Times, 411 E. Main St., Blooming 
Prairie or 109 W. Rose St., Owatonna (mailboxes outside both 
buildings, if office is closed), mail to Steele County Times, 
P.O. Box 247, Blooming Prairie, MN 55917 or email to 
news@steelecountytimes.com. Must be returned by 5 p.m. 
on Tuesday prior to the games.

• PLEASE NOTE: The selected games are for the following 
week (not the current week) because of production and mailing 
schedule. 

TIE-BREAKER: You must enter a score for the tie-breaker 
game or you will be disqualified.

PRIZES: We will award the winner a $20 gift card to Torey’s 
Restaurant in Owatonna. There will be a grand prize awarded 
to the person who picks the most correct games throughout the 
entire 12-week period. All decisions by judges are final.  

ELIGIBILITY: Anyone can enter ages 12 or older, excluding 
staff members of this newspaper.

Thanks to our main sponsor Torey’s Restaurant & Bar of OwatonnaThanks to our main sponsor Torey’s Restaurant & Bar of Owatonna

This Week’s Winner is…This Week’s Winner is…

FOOTBALL MANIA ENTRY FORMFOOTBALL MANIA ENTRY FORM
Name: ______________________________________________
Address: ___________________________________________
Phone: _____________________________________________

TIE-BREAKER SCORE _________________________________

1. __________________________________________________ 

2. __________________________________________________
3. __________________________________________________ 
4. __________________________________________________
5. __________________________________________________ 
6. __________________________________________________
7. __________________________________________________ 
8. __________________________________________________
9. __________________________________________________ 
10. __________________________________________________
11. __________________________________________________ 
12. __________________________________________________
13. __________________________________________________ 
14. __________________________________________________
15. __________________________________________________ 
16. __________________________________________________
17. __________________________________________________ 
18. __________________________________________________

17. Kansas State vs. TCU
18. Cincinnati vs. SMU

1. Blooming Prairie vs. Medford
2. Owatonna vs. Kasson-Mantorville

7. New York Giants vs. Jacksonville Jaguars
8. Kansas City Chiefs vs. San Francisco 49ers

13. UCLA vs. Oregon
14. Iowa vs. Ohio State

15. Alabama vs. MS State
16. Syracuse vs. Clemson

9. Green Bay Packers vs. Washington Commanders
10. Seattle Seahawks vs. Los Angeles Chargers

11. Indianapolis Colts vs. Tennessee Titans
12. Mississippi vs. LSU

3. MN Gophers vs. Penn State
4. Detroit Lions vs. Dallas Cowboys

5. Tampa Bay Buccaneers vs. Carolina Panthers
6. Atlanta Falcons vs. Cincinnati Bengals

“Now Featuring The Voice 
of Owatonna  Sports

- Roy Koenig”

Join Us for Great 
Sports Coverage from 

Johnnie Phillips
507-583-4431 

STEELECOUNTYTIMES.COM

ALWAYS LOCAL...
ALL THE TIME.

Dr. Deborah Lien
DDS, MBS

drdeborahlienorthodontics.com

507-583-6613

ORTHODONTIC SPECIALIST

1125 S. Oak Ave
Owatonna

507-431-4576
www.Honest1Owatonna.com

132 2nd Ave NE
Blooming Prairie

HOME OF THE 
HONEST 

MECHANICS!

1125 S. Oak Ave. • Owatonna
507-431-4576

www.Honest1Owatonna.com

Mon-Fri 7 a.m.-6 p.m.

HOME OF THE 
HONEST 

MECHANICS!

1125 S. Oak Ave. • Owatonna
507-431-4576

www.Honest1Owatonna.com

Mon-Fri 7 a.m.-6 p.m.

FREE CONSULTATION

Bringing the Community Together with the Power of VideoBringing the Community Together with the Power of Video

www.mbtbank.bank
Member FDIC

Where will you go with
MBT?

www.mbtbank.bank
Member FDIC

Where will you go with
MBT?

www.mbtbank.bank
Member FDIC

Where will you go with
MBT?

John Petersburg

ENJOY WATCHING
THE FOOTBALL GAMES!

Prepared and paid for by Petersburg Campaign Committee, 
70019th Ave. NE, Waseca, MN 56093

Enjoy the Football Season!

A
Dynamic

Sports Duo!

Back in the winner’s circle after winning the 
first week of the contest is Keith Stark of 
Blooming Prairie. He correctly matched 13 
of 18 games this week. A couple of his miss-
es included the Owatonna/New Prague game 
as well as the Minnesota Gophers vs Illinois 
game. To date after four weeks, Keith has won 
two weeks and Ed Draheim of Owatonna has 
won two weeks. Congratulations Keith!

Owatonna Girls 2nd, boys 4th in Mankato
COMPILED BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS

The Owatonna girls cross-country team placed 
second at the Mankato East Invitational last week 
while the boys team earned a fourth-place finish.

It was a fast day for the girls team as Carsyn 
Brady and Leah Leckner finished in seventh and 
ninth respectively, with Kendra Melby and Clara 
Meier in close pursuit in 12th and 13th place.

Brady led the pack with a time of 19:40.92 for a 
pace of 6:19 per mile.

Ava Cox also cracked the top 20 for Owatonna, 
finishing in 19th place.

Owatonna finished comfortably in second place 
with 60 team points — 25 points behind first-place 
Marshall and 31 points ahead of third-place Waconia.

On the boys side, Owatonna’s best finisher on the day 
was Trevor Hiatt, who came in seventh place in 16:36.80.

David Smith and Leyton Williams were the only 
other Huskies inside the top 20, with Smith finishing 
in 10th and Williams crossing the finish line in 13th.

The Huskies were narrowly beaten by Marshall 
for third place at a final score of 81-83.

Both squads ran at. The Big Nine Conference meet 
on Tuesday, but results were not made available at 
the time of press.

Barring results from the team and individual 
scores, Owatonna and its runners will be eligible 
for the Section 1AAA championships depending on 
placements.

SPORTS BRIEFS 

decorate the entire 
commons area…
Next year at the new 
school, the commons 
area is three floors 
high. I don’t know 
how we’re going to 
get up to the ceiling,” 
Oien said with a 
smile.

An off-site tradi-
tion is the pep rally 
at the Steele County 
Fair, which sends ju-
nior Kaitlyn Jore-Ra-
mi airborne. “I’m a 
flyer. So, I ‘m flying 
all the stunts like 
flips in the air and 
lifts where you go up 
on one leg,” Jore-Ra-
mi said. She added 
she got over any fear 
of flying early and 
has great faith in her 
teammates to catch 
her.

Senior Kat Bartz 
embraces her role as 

captain.
“I think it means 

to be able to deal 
with conflicts easily 
or be able to lead 
your team when 
they need help with 
things,” Bartz said. 
“Because when it 
comes to decision 
making, I think it 
comes to at least two 
people.”

She thinks the 
change will be 
good. “I think it’s 
a well-needed re-
tirement for the old 
school,” Bartz said. 
“It feels cool to be the 
last class to be leav-
ing this school. But I 
am looking forward 
to seeing what the 
younger classes are 
going to do with the 
new school.”

Senior Katrina 
Butler came on 
board as a freshman 

to try something 
new.

“I love cheering 
with the student 
section. They’re very 
supportive. They 
come to every away 
game,” said Butler. 
She says most cheers 
carry over year-to-
year. “But our coach-
es usually introduce 
a couple new chants 
each season to try to 
keep it more interest-
ing.”

Oien says try-
outs are held in the 
spring. “During the 
summer they usually 
come if for about two 
or three practices a 
week, where they are 
doing strengthening 
things. Some of them 
work with coach 
(Jerry) Eggermont 
in the weight room.” 
To cheer at football, 
“They have to be able 

to run a nine-and-
a-half minute mile. 
They have to be able 
to do a set of 25 con-
tinuous pushups…I 
think it surprises 
people from outside 
of Owatonna. I think 
the Owatonna com-
munity realizes that 
our cheer program is 
really made up of a 
bunch of athletes.”

Jore-Rami said, 
“I definitely love 
cheering on my 
school. When we 
do new stunts, new 
skills, everyone is 
very supportive.” 
She noted about half 
the squad is also on 
the competition team 
with events starting 
in November.

Oien added, “A 
lively group, lots of 
spirit lots of energy. 
They bring excite-
ment every day.”

Huskies cheerleaders to keep tradition going
◄ HUSKIES from B1
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A new take on ‘You Only Live Once’
BY ANDRES 
CONTRERAS

OHS MAGNET WRITER

YOLO (Youth 
Oriented Leadership 
Organization) is a 
new up and coming 
student led organi-
zation whose sole 
purpose is to improve 
mental health and 
help students stop va-
ping. This student-led 
organization started 
in the 2021-22 school 
year and was founded 
by activist and Steele 
County Public Health 
worker Ms. Andrea 
Marshall.

Ms. Marshall 
decided to start the 
club because she 
saw a huge need in 
the Steele County 
community and 
recognizd how big 
the vaping epidemic 
has become in today’s 
society, specifical-
ly for kids in high 
school. Ms. Marshall 
said, “I decided to 
start YOLO because I 
saw a huge need and 
recognized that there 
are mental health 
problems and that the 
vaping numbers are 
way too high for my 
comfort level.” YOLO 
has its own office in 
downtown Owatonna 
which helps orga-
nize and gives the 
students a place to 
work in an office-like 
environment.

Ms. Marshall got 
funding from MDH, 
Minnesota Depart-
ment of Health, which 
helped immensely 
in the club lift off. 
Ms. Marshall said, “I 
really felt like I could 
take this club and go 
with it and having 
the funding from the 
grant would help me 
do awesome things.” 
MDH set out informa-
tion for a grant and 
ALA, the American 
Lung Association, 
partnered with Ms. 

Marshall on writing 
and submitting an ap-
plication. The grant 
includes $150,000 per 
year which goes to 
salary for the leaders, 
event planning and 
buying merchandise 
without having to 
fundraise every time. 
The State of Minne-
sota was aware of 
how big the crisis of 
substance abuse and 
mental health was; 
they were more than 
happy to fund a stu-
dent-led organization 
to help better kids.

YOLO has a 
unique way of setting 
up their group. In-
stead of working to-
gether as just a large 
group, the organi-
zation is split into 
six factions as well 
as one large group. 
One of the factions is 
the leadership team 
which involves all 
of the small group 
leaders including 
the group’s secre-
tary and executive 
leaders. Along with 
the leadership team 
there is marketing, 
creative developing, 
design, planning and 
PSE ‘policy system 
and environment’. 
Ms. Marshall said, 
“We’ve done a lot 
of work establish-
ing ourselves and 
making sure we 

have these teams in 
place.” It is left to the 
hands of students 
to decide where the 
teams go, how they 
will reach students 
and educate on the 
topics they are fo-
cused on.

Kinzie Carlson is 
YOLO’s secretary. 
She was not sure 
which sub group 
she wanted to be in 
or be a leader of but 
her role as secretary 
helped find her place 
by being able to 
attend all meetings. 
Carlson decided to 
be involved in YOLO 
because she wanted 
to help kids in Steele 
County better their 
mental health and 
fix their issues with 
substance abuse. 
Carlson said, “It’s all 
about reducing sub-
stance abuse, specif-
ically vaping in our 
community, not just 
in OHS but in Steele 
County as a whole.” 
After being a leader 
for YOLO, Carlson 
learned that mental 
health is a very big 
factor to what causes 
substance abuse.

Hailey Kjersten 
is one of two YOLO 
leadership executives 
who has been very 
dedicated to the club 
since joining. Kjer-
sten said, “YOLO is 

a collective student 
initiative whose 
motto is ‘reaching 
students through 
students.” Kjersten 
is a coordinator who 
got involved with 
YOLO in the spring 
of 2022, her role is to 
lead all of the small 
teams. Kjersten de-
cided to get involved 
because she believed 
it would be a new and 
different opportunity 
for her.

YOLO has been 
involved in many 
events in the commu-
nity such as ‘safe and 
drug free’ and ‘have a 
safe season’. YOLO is 
planning on moving 
their ideas inside of 
OHS and into our 
fellow health classes, 
along with meeting 
with Principal Sulli-
van in OMS to teach 
about subjects in the 
health classes there. 
An upcoming event 
they are currently 
working on is a panel 
discussion with Big 
Brothers Big Sisters.

Freshmen 
through seniors in 
Steele County are 
all eligible to join 
YOLO, but joining 
YOLO is a big time 
commitment. There 
is an application and 
interview process– 
they do this to make 
sure the organization 
is getting students 
who are genuinely 
interested in their 
motive and will be 
committed and have 
the time and energy 
for the group. YOLO 
is not turning anyone 
away but they are 
trying to get people 
who will be involved 
and commit.

YOLO wants to 
remind everyone to 
take positive risks 
instead of negative 
ones, and to live life 
in a safe and respect-
able way while still 
having fun.

Students of the Week
Elementary School
Cooper Case
First Grade
Parents: Jacob and  
Elizabeth Case
Cooper comes to class with 
a smile on his face and he is 
always ready to learn. He shows 

determination and pride in his work. He is respon-
sible, respectful, and a great friend to everyone. 
Thank you, Cooper, for being a wonderful leader!

Middle School
Jack Mitchell
Sixth Grade
Parents: Ryan and  
Margaret Mitchell
Jack comes to music class with a 
positive, ready to learn attitude. 

He demonstrates his knowledge and is respectful. 
These skills make him a leader in the class and 
his kind, fun, and outgoing personality are added 
perks. Thanks for being awesome, Jack!

OHS students inducted into National Honor Society
Congratulations to 54 

juniors and seniors who 
were inducted into the 
National Honor Society 
(NHS) at Owatonna 
High School on Oct. 10.

They join 45 return-
ing members in the 
national organization 
which recognizes indi-
vidual student academic 
achievement.

New members who 
are seniors include Kate 
Havelka, Natalie Krum-
holz, Emily Schmidt, 
Andrew Skov, Macy 
Stanton, Carter Straw-

matt and Ty Sveby.
Junior new members 

are Ethan Armstrong, 
Tate Berkley, Kali Clau-
son, Amelia Cook, Anna 
Cox, Cole Dahl, Jackson 
DeGrood, Caleb Dibble, 
Trevor Duck, Madelyn 
Fisher, Morgan Fisher, 
Sadie Fox, Jacob Gins-
key, Carter Hanson, Jena 
Hanson, Samantha Hart-
man, Ella Heyne, Kenne-
dy Hodgman, Madison 
Homuth, Danika Kaytor, 
Mehsa Krause, Matthew 
Larson, Sophia Laugh-
lin, Elijah Leon, Madison 

McGinn, Laken Meier, 
Becca Nielsen, Jolee 
Olsen, Ava Otto, Anah 
Packard, Evan Padgett, 
Carsen Phelps, Elizabeth 
Radel, Danika Ringhofer, 
Ava Schauweker, Ash-
lynn Schwering, Calista 
Seiler, Taya Selbrade, 
Mitchell Seykora, Owen 
Smith, Paytyn Struss, 
Jack Thamert, Arielle 
Thurber, Madeline 
Walerius, Ruth Weck-
man, Will Wottreng and 
Aubrianna Werk.

Last year, NHS 
members completed 

over 4,140 service hours 
at churches, nursing 
homes, school events, 
and more. They raked, 
shoveled, delivered 
meals, made cards, 
and raised money for 
organizations, among 
other service opportu-
nities. NHS conducted 
two blood drives, which 
collected 109 units of 
blood from high school 
students and staff. 
Their annual talent 
show raised $2,100 for 
Big Brothers Big Sisters 
of Southern Minnesota.

Red Ribbon Week 
is coming up

Red Ribbon Week is 
an annual national drug 
prevention celebration.

Adults can support 
youth to make a pledge 
to live a drug-free life. A 
variety of activities will 
be hosted for youth by 
SHOC (Students Helping 
Others Choose – an OHS 
group), Noon Kiwanis, 
Public Health, and the 
Steele County Safe and 
Drug Free Coalition. 
The annual fourth grade 
drug prevention poster 
contest will be held, 
with posters displayed 
in local storefronts as 
well as in the schools.

All families are in-

vited to the Red Ribbon 
Week kick-off event on 
Tuesday, Oct. 25, from 
5-6:30 p.m. at Owatonna 
Middle School. Activi-
ties will include:

• Free food
• Fun activities
• Halloween treats 

and prizes
• Fourth grade “Cel-

ebrate Life, Live Drug 
Free!” poster contest 
winners

The Safe and Drug 
Free Coalition and 
Public Health will share 
literature for parents 
on how to keep kids 
healthy and drug/vape 
free.

HOME OF THE HONEST MECHANICS!

1125 S. Oak Ave. • Owatonna
507-431-4576 • www.Honest1Owatonna.com

Mon-Fri 7 a.m.-6 p.m.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Fifty-four new members have been inducted into the National Honor Society at Owatonna High School. They attended their first meeting on Oct. 10.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
The officers for the National Honor Society at 
Owatonna High School include: back row, from left: 
Maclean Pilcher, David Smith and Drew Kretlow; front 
row: Korah Rocha, Ava Eitrheim, Paiton Glynn and 
Hailey Kjersten.
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Welcome to the new House District 19B. 
I look forward to meeting you in the weeks ahead!

Welcome to the new House District 19B. 
I look forward to meeting you in the weeks ahead!

Welcome to the new House District 19B. 
I look forward to meeting you in the weeks ahead!

Prepared and paid for by Petersburg Campaign Committee, 700 19th Ave NE, Waseca, MN  56093

On Election Day, 
I ask for your vote 
John Petersburg for State Representative.

Prepared and paid for by Jasinski for Senate • 421 Central Ave N, Faribault, MN 55021

Community invited to  
Red Ribbon kick-off

BY JONI HUBRED
NEWS EDITOR

With red bracelets, 
games, and a family 
dinner, Owatonna Public 
Schools’ Red Ribbon 
Week kicks off Oct. 25 
with a simple message: 
“Celebrate Life, Live 
Drug Free!”.

The National Family 
Partnership launched the 
drug use prevention cam-
paign in 1988, after Drug 
Enforcement Adminis-
tration Agent Enrique 
Camarena was tortured 
and murdered by drug 
traffickers. Locally, 
Owatonna High School’s 
SHOC (Students Helping 
Others Choose) Club 
spearheads activities.

SHOC advisor Nancy 
Williams said students 
worked with local busi-
nesses on a card that will 
offer discounts to stu-
dents wearing red brace-
lets during the week. 
OHS students can also 
enter a prize raffle, and 
there will be announce-
ments with information 

about chemicals and 
how they impact mental 
health and encouraging 
kids to reach out for help 
when they feel depressed 
or anxious.

Families are encour-
aged to attend Tuesday’s 
kick off in the Owatonna 
Middle School cafeteria. 
Speakers during the brief 
program include Mayor 
Tom Kuntz, Police Chief 
Jeff Mundale, and Su-
perintendent Jeff Elstad, 
and fourth grade poster 
contest winners will get a 
moment on stage.

“We would love to see 
anyone from the commu-
nity be part of the Red 
Ribbon kickoff,” Williams 
said. “A lot of the games 
and activities are geared 
toward elementary kids, 
but there are also booths 
with information from 
Public Health and the 
(Steele County) Safe and 
Drug Free Coalition.”

The event is held in 
partnership with the 
Kiwanis Club; members 
serve a family dinner for 
the kick-off and help with 

activities during the week.
SHOC members–107 of 

them–do everything from 
judging the poster contest 
to hanging banners and 
running a booth during 
lunch periods at OHS. Wil-
liams said the Alternative 
Learning Center and the 
Middle School also host 
activities that encourage 
students to sign the Red 
Ribbon pledge:

· I pledge to stay in 
school and learn the 
things that I need to 
know.

· I pledge to make the 
world a better place for 
kids like me to grow.

· I pledge to keep my 
dreams alive and be all 
that I can be.

· I pledge to help others 
and to keep myself drug 
free.

Williams said SHOC 
is one of the high school’s 
biggest clubs.

“It’s pretty cool that 
lots of kids are making 
good choices for them-
selves and then want to 
take it a step further and 
be a role model,” she said. 

“They’re a pretty active 
group.”

But it wasn’t always 
that way. When Williams 
started as advisor eight 
or nine years ago, she 
said, the club had 35 
members, all girls.

She said growing 
SHOC has depended 
on getting students to 
encourage and recruit 

younger kids. “You’ve 
got to be able to empower 
students to recruit and 
talk about why they 
think others should join,” 
she said.

Williams said there’s 
also been an effort to 
make the group more 
diverse, in gender and 
culture.

“Owatonna’s demo-

graphics have changed, 
and we have changed 
along with it,” she said. 
“We want all of our little 
kids to see somebody who 
looks like them being role 
models and making good 
choices.”

The Oct. 25 event is 
free to attend. Owatonna 
Middle School is located 
at 500 15th St. N.E.

Exchange supports Center for Family Unity

SUBMITTED PHOTO
The Exchange Club of Steele County presents the Exchange Club Center for 
Family Unity in Owatonna with a $5,000 check for its capital campaign for a new 
office location. Center Executive Director Beth Hortop has announced a purchase 
agreement has been signed for the building at 1820 Hartle Ave. in Owatonna. The 
check presentation during the Club's regular meeting, Sept. 16, included Club 
President Mary Wencl (left), Hortop (center), and Club and Center Board Director 
Bruce Kubicek. The Center provides parent mentoring and supervised visitation 
services for Steele, Rice, Waseca, Dodge, and Freeborn counties.
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Consistent, 
stable leadership 
for our future. 

Prepared and paid for by Weisenburger for School 
Board Committee, 352 East Broadway, Owatonna.

SINGLE FAMILY VILLAS & 
SIDE-BY-SIDE TOWNHOMESLUXURY PATIO HOMES

CALL US TODAY 612-852-6640
5032 217th St W, Farmington, MN | Tour: Wed-Sun 12-5 pm | www.myvitaattiva.com

55 & BETTER RESORT STYLE LIVING
PICKLEBALL | ACTIVE ADULT LIVING | WELLNESS | SPEAKEASY

Nearly 800 served lutefisk and meatballs in BP

It could have been 
called a Norwe-
gian Holiday last 

Saturday when some ea-
ger lutefisk fans rushed 
into the First Lutheran 
Church of Blooming 
Prairie to taste some 
fishy morsels called 
lutefisk.

Some people love 
it, and others love to 
hate it.

It takes a small army 
of volunteers to have a 
successful event. More 
than 100 volunteers 
helped produce this 
event that many have 
been waiting two years 
to devour. Last year’s 
scheduled lutefisk 
dinner was scrapped 
because of COVID.

Several months 
ago, the dinner was in 
jeopardy with no urge 
to rekindle the fires and 

schedule another lute-
fisk dinner. Finally, a 
signup sheet was posted 
at the church, asking 
for volunteers. A favor-
able response kept the 
lutefisk dinner alive.

“It was wonderful,” 
exclaimed one lutefisk 
diner. “Uffda,” said 
another as he plugged 
his nose.

Ruth Earl, chair of 
the event, said the din-

ner “went wonderfully 
well.” It took nearly 100 
volunteers to pull it off, 
she said.

It’s more than a 
fish dinner. It is a time 
for old friends to get 
together once again by 
breaking bread. One 
lutefisk lover came from 
Alaska.

Let’s take a look at 
some lutefisk statistics 
for 2022:

LUTEFISK DINNER 
– Oct. 15

1) How many were 
served? Sold 200 tickets 
for each seating (3), plus 
78 workers and over 100 
for takeout – nearly 800.

2) How many workers 
were there? 100, Chair Earl 
said. Workers were happy 
to see the dinner moved 
to a Saturday and done in 
one session, rather than 
day and night sessions.

3) How many pounds 
of lutefisk were pur-
chased? 825 pounds

4) How many meat 
balls were made? 112 
pounds of hamburger

5) How many pounds 
of potatoes were 
bought? 500 pounds

6) How much cran-
berry salad was made? 
56 pounds

7) How much corn? 
18 cans

8) Dessert: lefse-750 
rounds, rosettes-1,000, 
krumkake-1,000

9) Where does the mon-
ey go? Various causes

10) Other comments? 
Chair Earl thanked 
Lakeside Foods of 
Owatonna for dona-
tions, Blooming Prairie 
DQ for milk donations, 
and Kwik Trip for a 
discount on purchase of 
butter (150 pounds).

Reflections
HOWARD LESTRUD

STAFF PHOTO BY KAY FATE
This table of diners – and their waitress – were all smiles as Michele Warner, front, takes 
a group photo. Warner, her family and friends came to Blooming Prairie from Owatonna 
for the lutefisk dinner Saturday at the First Lutheran Church in Blooming Prairie.

STAFF PHOTO BY KAY FATE
Donna Maixner, of Blooming Prairie, was behind 
the scenes during Saturday’s lutefisk dinner at First 
Lutheran Church. She doesn’t care for lutefisk, but her 
shirt speaks for itself. Lefse was also on the menu for 
the 800 people who came through the doors.
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Is it really Fall already?

Saturday morning 
was spent cleaning 
up the Communi-

ty Garden in Owatonna. 
Master Gardeners as well 
as our Community gar-
deners came bundled up in 
sweatshirts ready to get to 
work. Hoses needed to be 
put away, gardens cleaned 
off in preparation for fall 
plowing, and the walk-
ways pulled up. As I pulled 
away from the garden, it is 
sad to see empty plots, but 
good memories were made 
and lots of great produce 
was grown this year. Now 
onto my own gardens.

I will share a checklist 
of things that should be 

on your radar before the 
snow flies. There is still 
time to plant spring bulbs. 
After a long winter, the 
sight of those tulips and 
daffodils coming out of 
the ground will be worth 
it. Remember that bulbs 
need to be planted in full 
sun. Mass plantings of 
bulbs give you the most 
bang for your buck!

Mow your lawn one 
more time – lower your 
mower to 2” to discourage 
snow mold from forming 
next spring.

Check your houseplants 
before bringing them 
inside. You don’t want to 
bring uninvited guests into 
your house. Treatment 
with insecticidal soap will 
help prevent that. Do they 
need to be transplanted 
into a bigger pot or just 
need some new soil?

Protect your plants 
outside. Do you have 
bunnies or deer that 
would like nothing better 
than to munch on them 
this winter? Tree guards 

on a young tree will help 
that in addition to helping 
prevent sun-scald. Ever-
greens can be wrapped in 
burlap or create a barrier 
from those drying winter 
winds. Mulching tender 
perennials will help them 
survive the winter.

Clean up your tools 
and pots. Your pots should 
be washed with a mild 
bleach solution. Tools 
should be disinfected with 
a 70% rubbing alcohol 
solution. Metallic tools 
can be protected from rust 
forming on them with a 
light coating of WD-40. If 
you clean up and sharpen 
your tools this fall you 
will be thanking yourself 
in the spring. Don’t forget 
about those garden gloves 
and shoes. Wash those 
gloves and hang them up 
to dry. We can never be 
too careful with our shoes, 
especially since we are all 
learning about jumping 
worms. Keep those shoes 
clean to prevent the spread 
from garden to garden.

If you have not done a 
soil test before or in the 
last five years this is a good 
time to do so. The Soil Test-
ing Lab at the University of 
Minnesota gets very busy 
in the spring so avoid the 
rush and do it now You can 
find soil test directions and 
pricing options at https://
soiltest.cfans.umn.edu.

I tried something new 
this fall, I had beautiful 
coleus plants this summer, 
and wanted to see how 
easy it is to take cuttings 
from them and see if I can 
have some new plants to 
put outside next spring. 
So I read that I needed 
to have a 6-inch cutting 
from a stem that had not 
bloomed yet. Remove the 
leaves that would be in the 
water – I am using that 
method to see if they will 
form roots. When you have 
a good healthy crop of 
roots pot them in soil and 
let them grow. So time will 
tell how successful I will 
be. You are never too old to 
learn something new!

Lorrie Rugg is the co-
ordinator of the Master 
Gardener program for 
Steele and Rice counties. 
She may be reached 
at 507-444-7687 or 
brow3298@umn.edu.

NEWS

KEEP
GENE DORNINK 
WORKING HARD

FOR THE CITIZENS
OF DISTRICT 23!

SINCE BEING ELECTED IN 
2020, SENATOR DORNINK HAS 

WORKED TIRELESSLY FOR...
 Supporting law enforcement

 Providing permanent tax relief including eliminating 
the tax on social security to combat inflation

 Cutting red tape for businesses and farmers

 Empowering parents in their children’s education

 Safe and secure elections

DORNINKDORNINK
MINNESOTA STATE SENATE 23

Paid for by Dornink for State Senate Committee
P.O. Box 111, Albert Lea, MN 56007

OUR HOMEGROWN, HARD-WORKING, 
COMMON SENSE SENATOR NEEDS 

YOUR VOTE!
VOTE 

GENE GENE DORNINKDORNINK NOVEMBER 8TH!

Visit www.DorninkForSenate.com
to see and learn more about Gene.
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CONTACT BEV’S FRIENDS & FAMILY TOURS
At 507-451-8695 • jblysne@charter.net

Mail Check to: 
318 13TH ST. SW, OWATONNA, MN 55060

Or Contact Kim at the State Bank of Faribault

BEV’S FRIENDS & FAMILY TOURS PRESENTS:

HUDSON CHRISTMAS 
TOUR OF HOMES 2022

This year’s home tour includes 4 unique residential homes 
– Early American, Craftsman, Simple Colonial Farmhouse 
and a brick Victorian. In addition, we will tour the 
Octagon House Museum. Join us for a special day in 
Hudson, WI.
$125 includes motor coach transportation, home tours 
and dinner at Pier Five Hundred on the St. Croix River in 
Hudson. Checks or cash only.  No refunds.   
Departure times: 
 Albert Lea Walmart   9:30 am 
 Owatonna Perkins                  10:00 am
 Faribault State Bank Mall Location        10:30 am
Dinner is planned for 5:00 pm. We will provide a snack; 
however, you should plan accordingly.

S AT U R D AY ,  N O V E M B E R  1 9 T H

Mastering
Gardening
LORRIE RUGG 
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OCT. 27
7 a.m. — Ellendale EDA Meeting, Community 

Building

ELLENDALE/HOPE/GENEVA

OCT. 25
10 a.m. — Storytime, BP Library

BLOOMING PRAIRIE

OCT. 22
Owatonna Fall 

Crawl, Downtown 
Owatonna

1 p.m. —Fairway 
Beerfest, Tavern Nine

1 p.m. — 3 Wheel 
& Ab Music, Foremost 
Brewing

5:30 p.m. — Adam 
Moe Music, Mineral 
Springs Brewery

7:30 p.m. — A 
Gentleman’s Guide to 
Love and Murder, Little 
Theatre of Owatonna

OCT. 23
2 p.m. — A 

Gentleman’s Guide to 
Love and Murder, Little 
Theatre of Owatonna

2 p.m. — Sound 
Field Presentation 
Music of Now, Arts 
Center

OCT. 24
4 p.m. — Owatonna 

HRA Meeting, City Hall

5:30 p.m. — 
Exchange Club 
Meeting, VFW

7 p.m. — Medford 
City Council Meeting, 
City Hall

OCT. 25
9:30 a.m. & 10:30 

a.m. — Storytime, 
Owatonna Library

10 a.m. — Memory 
Café, History Center

4 p.m. — OPU 
Meeting, Public 
Utilities

5 p.m. — Sharrie 
Staats Benefit, Mineral 
Springs Brewery

5 p.m. — Steele 
County Board Meeting, 
County Admin Building

5:30 p.m. — 
Owatonna Planning 
Commission Meeting, 
City Hall

OCT. 28
5 p.m. — Magic of 

Rotary, Country Club

OWATONNA/MEDFORD

Steele County Toys for Tots 
applications open 

This year’s Steele 
County Toys for Tots 
applications are now 
available on the Toys 
for Tots website and 
at these Steele County 
locations:
•	 Minnesota Prairie 

County Alliance, 
630 Florence Ave., 
Owatonna

•	 Community Path-
ways of Steele Coun-
ty, 155 Oakdale St., 
Owatonna

•	 Owatonna Public 
Library — Children’s 
area, 105 N Elm Ave., 
Owatonna

•	 Salvation Army, 1810 
Cedar Ave. S., Owa-
tonna

•	 Steele County Public 
Health, 635 Florence 

Ave., Owatonna
•	 Blooming Prairie 

Public Library, 138 
Hwy Ave S., Bloom-
ing Prairie

•	 Lerberg’s Foods, 120 
5th Ave., Ellendale

•	 Ellendale Food Shelf, 
200 Sixth St., Ellen-
dale

•	 Keen Bank — Hope, 
9087 SW 37th Ave., 
Hope

•	 State Bank of Red 
Wing — Medford, 115 
1st St. NE., Medford
Applicants must 

print the application, 
fill it out and mail back 
no later than Nov. 30.

Completed applica-
tions may be returned 
to Minnesota Prairie 
County Alliance; or 

Community Pathways 
of Steele County or 
mailed to: Steele County 
Toys for Tots/Family 
To Family, P.O. Box 199, 
Owatonna, MN 55060

Parents/guardians 
and children must 
live in Steele County. 
Children must be 15 
and younger as of Dec. 
31, and school-aged 
kids must be attend-
ing school or home-
schooled.

In 2021, Steele Coun-
ty Toys for Tots served 
489 families with over 
1,100 children receiving 
Christmas gifts.

Toys for Tots of 
Steele County has 
been in existence for 
more than 40 years. It 

operates within the na-
tional U.S. Marine Corp 
Reserve Toys for Tots 
program, which began 
in 1947.

Its objective is to 
collect and distribute 
new and unwrapped 
toys to Steele Coun-
ty needy children at 
Christmas. Cash and 
gift cards received are 
used to purchase toys as 
per directives from our 
national organization.

For more informa-
tion, visit owatonna-mn.
toysfortots.org or the 
Steele County Toys for 
Tots Facebook page.

COVID moves LTO  
‘Gentleman’s Guide’ performances

Due to positive 
COVID-19 cases within 
the cast and the rec-
ommendations from 
the Centers for Disease 
Control, Little Theatre of 
Owatonna cancelled last 
week’s first four shows 
of “A Gentleman’s Guide 
to Love and Murder”, 
with book and lyrics by 
Robert L. Freedman, mu-
sic and lyrics by Steven 
Lutvak.

The theater has slated 
five shows this week, 
with cast and crew mask-
ing during the first three 
of the five performances. 
Masks for audience mem-
bers remain optional but 
are encouraged.

Updated performance 
dates include Wednes-
day, Oct. 19; Thursday, 

Oct. 20; Friday, Oct. 21; 
Saturday, Oct. 22; and 
Sunday, Oct. 23

“I’m disappointed 
that we will not be able 
to perform ‘A Gentle-
man’s Guide to Love and 
Murder’ this weekend,” 
director Gordy Han-
deland said last Wednes-
day. “But we hope you’ll 
join us next week for 
this very funny musical 
comedy.”

Executive Director 
Victoria Bartkowiak 
added, “The health 
and safety of our cast, 
crew, and volunteers is 
something we take very 
seriously at LTO. Covid 
is still with us, and with 
live theatre, there is 
always the chance that it 
will pop up. We must do 

what is best for everyone, 
and at this time, that is 
canceling productions.”

Bartkowiak also 
apologized for any incon-
venience and asked for 
everyone’s understand-
ing.

Ticket holders were 
contacted about the 
new performance dates. 
If you have not been 
contacted or have any 
questions, call the box 
office at 507-451-0764 or 
write to ltomn@outlook.
com.

Correction: In the 
Oct. 5 story about this 
production, we published 
incorrect information 
about the cast list. We 
regret the error, and here 
is the corrected list:
•	 Austin Stole as Monty

•	 Brie Stole as Sibella
•	 Heather Burke as 

Phoebe
•	 Erik Eitrheim as As-

quith D’Ysquith
•	 Rian Cloutier — en-

semble
•	 Ron Hager — ensem-

ble, featured as Tour 
Guide

•	 Bin Huang — ensem-
ble

•	 Maggie Jones — en-
semble, featured as 
Miss Barley

•	 Curt Jorgenson — 
ensemble, featured as 
Magistrate

•	 Holly Jorgensen — 
ensemble

•	 Margaret Schlicker — 
ensemble

•	 Gail Zollner — ensem-
ble, featured as Lady 
Eugenia

An Old Fashioned Shrimp Boil coming to BP
Revelers in the low 

country of South Caroli-
na have long celebrated 
the end of summer by 
getting together for an 
old fashioned shrimp 
boil. However, one 
doesn’t have to go all the 
way to South Carolina to 
experience the greatness 
of this celebration.

On Saturday, Oct. 29, 

the Sons of the American 
Legion, Squadron #52, 
are hosting a “shrimp 
boil to remember” at 
the Blooming Prairie 
Servicemen’s Club. The 
menu includes: shrimp, 
sausage, sweet corn, 
potatoes and onions and 
beverage.

Social hour starts 
at 5 p.m. with dinner 

following from 6 to 8 p.m. 
Because the boil is close 
to Halloween, it will be 
served “pirate style” on 
tables of eight. If you 
want to dress up in a 
Halloween costume, best 
costume will be recog-
nized.

There will be multiple 
drawings for $10 Gift Cer-
tificates to the Foxhole!

Seating is limited 
and only 144 tickets are 
available. The cost is 
$20 per ticket. Tickets 
can be purchased from 
the Blooming Prairie 
Servicemen’s Club. No 
walk-ins.

The Servicemen’s 
Club is located at 210 
4th St. N.E. in Blooming 
Prairie.

Earth Day event at Rice Lake park
The Friends of Rice 

Lake State Park are 
holding two work events 
this month that are open 
to the public.

Families are encour-
aged to attend.

The first was held last 
Saturday featuring a 
general fall clean-up.

The second event is 
the rescheduled Earth 
Day event on Saturday, 
Oct. 29, beginning at 9 

a.m., with sign in at the 
picnic pavilion. After 
cleanup along the trails, 
participants will be fed 
lunch at about noon. 
There are no special 
COVID requirements.

Work materials will 
be provided at each 
event, but you may want 
to bring your own gloves.

Call 507-414-6191 to reg-
ister for both events and 
or for more information.

Go a-haunting  
at the Village  
of Yesteryear

BY JONI HUBRED
NEWS EDITOR

An annual Hallow-
een activity returns 
Oct. 29 to the Steele 
County Historical So-
ciety (SCHS) Village of 
Yesteryear, with family 
fun and—of course—
plenty of candy.

Dubbed “A-Haunt-
ing We Will Go,” 
the event runs from 
11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
Volunteer MaryAnne 
Higgins said last 
year’s event drew 
thousands of kids who 
came from trick-or-
treating in downtown 
Owatonna, which 
happens 11 a.m.-1 p.m.

“It’s really geared 
toward children,” 
she said of the SCHS 
event. “Halloween 
stories, craft projects, 

a scarecrow scavenger 
hunt…everything is 
family-friendly.”

The crafts will 
involve painting small 
rocks and creating 
a mummy out of an 
empty toilet paper 
roll, Higgins said. Cos-
tumed volunteers will 
hand out candy.

None of the build-
ings on the property at 
1448 Austin Road will 
open for the event, 
but popcorn will be 
available all afternoon 
at the Beaver Lake 
Concession Stand.

The event is spon-
sored by A Taste of 
the Big Apple, Lilly 
and Rose Boutique, 
and Verizon-Wireless 
World. To learn more, 
visit schsmn.org or 
find the Historical 
Society on Facebook.

Crafts and Cocktails 
set at the Hormel 
Historic Home

Enjoy a day of “not 
your Grandma’s” 
Crafts and Cocktails 
at the Hormel Historic 
Home on Saturday, Oct. 
29. Doors open at 8:30 
a.m. with crafts start-
ing at 9 a.m. The home 
is located at 208 4th Ave. 
N.W. in Austin.

The Hormel Historic 
Home has partnered 
with some amazing 
local Makers to host a 
day of inspiration and 
fun by creating crafts 
for attendees to keep or 
for gift giving for the 
upcoming Holidays, 
birthdays, anniversa-
ries, or just because!

Craft choices range 
from canvas painting, 
candle making, porch 
pot designing, tea mix-
ology, coasters, cake 
decorating, and char-
cuterie board making.

The Hormel Historic 
Home will organize 
your craft agenda based 
on the crafts attend-
ees pre-register for. 
To pre-register on the 
Hormel Historic Home’s 

website, attendees will 
add an Entry Ticket 
to their shopping cart 
and then add up to four 
crafts (of attendee’s 
choice) before checking 
out.

Tickets are available 
on the Hormel Historic 
Home’s at www.horm-
elhistorichome.org or 
by calling the Hormel 
Historic Home’s office 
at 507-433-4243. Tickets 
must be pre-purchased 
and include entry to 
the event, a Bloody 
Mary or Mimosa upon 
arrival, gourmet hors 
d’oeuvres, attendee’s 
choice of gourmet 
sandwich for lunch, 
and signature desserts 
in the afternoon. Chic 
cocktail specials will 
be featured every hour 
and other beverages 
will be available to 
purchase.

Proceeds from this 
event support the core 
mission of the Horm-
el Historic Home, an 
independent 501(c)3 
non-profit organization.

Webinar to highlight 
Parkinson’s meeting
The Parkinson’s 

Support Group will be 
meeting on Tuesday, 
Oct. 25 from 2-3:30 p.m. 
in the Gainey Room at 
the Owatonna Public 
Library.

This month’s pro-
gram will be a webinar 

on “Pain and Fatigue in 
Parkinson’s Disease.”

The Parkinson’s 
Support Group meets 
the fourth Tuesday 
of each month. It is 
open to all who have 
Parkinson’s and their 
caregivers.
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COURTESY: Janice Jensen, Steele County Master Gardener

LATE OCTOBER GARDENING TIPS
How does your garden grow?

• Covering perennial plants with much protects 
and feeds plants in winter

• Plant spring bulbs for spring pleasure

• Bring houseplants in that you want to keep 
and check for bugs

• Aerate lawn for healthier turf

• Cut back tall grasses that block snow

3 MILES EAST OF GENEVA OR 2 MILES NORTH OF  3 MILES EAST OF GENEVA OR 2 MILES NORTH OF  
HOLLANDALE ON COUNTY ROAD 28HOLLANDALE ON COUNTY ROAD 28 •  • WATCH FOR SIGNSWATCH FOR SIGNS

LIKE US

www.hilltopgreenhouse.com • 507-889-3271

OPENOPEN
 DAILY! DAILY!

HOURS MON-FRI 9-5 | SAT 9-4 

IT’S IT’S 
WORTH WORTH 

THE DRIVE!THE DRIVE!

Steele County Sheriff’s Race 2022
Candidates address crime-related issues

BY KAY FATE
STAFF WRITER

In an effort to keep 
our readers as informed 
as possible about the 
upcoming election and 
the choices they are 
offered, we are asking 
the candidates of several 
races to weigh in on the 
issues.

That includes the 
race for Steele County 
Sheriff. Incumbent 
Sheriff Lon Thiele is fac-
ing challenger Darrin 
Helget, who is currently 
a deputy sheriff for the 
SCSO.

Every week through 
Nov. 2, we will publish 
the answer to a weekly 
question, designed just 
for the sheriff candi-
dates. There will be a 
word limit; the only 
editing we’ll do is if the 
answer is too long.

We sincerely hope 
this is beneficial to you, 
our reader, about the 
issues affecting Steele 
County, where the can-
didates stand and how 
they may address those 
concerns.

Here’s this week’s 
question:

According to Cri-
meGrade.org, Steele 

County’s crime rate is 
lower than 93% of the 
average U.S. counties, 
earning it a “grade” 
of A+. While the exact 
numbers may be open 
for discussion, most 
would agree we live in 
a pretty safe county.

That being said, 
what is the number 
one crime-related issue 
that you plan to ad-
dress first, if elected?

Answers were limited 
to 300 words.

Steele County 
Deputy Darrin Helget: 
I have mentioned it 
before: I believe drugs 
are the number one 
crime-related issue 
facing us. I say this be-
cause drugs factor into 
so many other crimes. 
Drugs are too frequently 
present during domestic 
disputes (recently assist-
ed Owatonna PD and a 
meth pipe was removed 
from suspect). Various 
thefts, vehicle break-ins, 
burglaries and other 
“crimes of opportuni-
ties” are committed by 
drug users looking for 
quick cash. More violent 
crime frequently has 
roots in the drug scene 
and is present in our 
communities. Unfortu-

nately, drugs are in our 
schools.

There are several 
ways in which I plan 
to address the drug 
issue; in 2020, the Steele 
County Sheriff’s Office 
reimplemented a K9 unit 
after I addressed that 
as a primary need in 
2018. Our dog is a single 
purpose dog trained 
in “scent,” one of the 
scent odors K9 Willow 
is trained in is certain 
narcotics. Our K9 can be 
better utilized for com-
bating the drug issues in 
our communities. One 
of my primary goals 
is to train members 
of our agency in drug 
interdiction. Interstate 
35 and Highway 14 are 
prime routes for drugs 
being transported into 
our state and ultimately 
distributed back to our 

communities.
I would also look to 

partner with area K9 
units and schools to not 
only find drugs in our 
schools, but as educa-
tional tools in the hopes 
of slowing down the 
upward trend of use and 
presence in the schools.

The Steele County 
Sheriff’s Office is a mem-
ber of the South Central 
Drug Investigation Unit 
(SCDIU) but has not had 
an agent assigned to 
SCDIU since 2010. There 
has been interest from 
Deputies on becoming 
task force members, but 
the opportunity was 
never given, it is time to 
get an agent from our 
office on the task force.

Steele County 
Sheriff Lon Thiele: As 
your Sheriff, I promise 
to maintain focus on 

meaningful commu-
nity engagement. I’ll 
continue to address the 
drug and mental health 
issues. I’ll continue the 
implemented intelli-
gence-based policing 
initiatives and crisis 
intervention training. I 
will also maintain the 
continued reduction in 
crime with increased 
patrols in the necessary 
areas.

The Minnesota Crime 
Reporting System is a 
yearly statistical report 
of offenses and clear-
ances in Steele County. 
Every year, I analyze 
the report and address 
issues that could be a 
problem in our county.

The report consists of 
Part 1 and Part 2 crimes. 
Part 1 crimes are report-
ed in terms of arrests. 
Part 2 crimes include, 
but are not limited to, 
some victimless crimes.

I am very proud to 
announce the Steele 
County crime rate has 
been reduced since I 
was first elected Sheriff 
in 2010. Although crime 
statistics have been re-
duced, property crimes 
remain at the top of the 
list.

I focus on two au-

diences. The potential 
victims and the offend-
ers. As Sheriff, I position 
deputies in strategic 
locations where crime is 
occurring and target the 
nature of the problem.

There are ways of 
preventing numerous 
property crimes. If 
deputies are patrolling 
in a known concerned 
location and a home-
owner leaves a garage 
door open the deputies 
will stop and notify 
the homeowner. The 
deputies will remind 
the resident about the 
importance of securing 
their belongings which 
could be beneficial.

I will stay tough on 
internet crimes against 
children, support the 
safety and security of 
our schools and contin-
ue to improve organiza-
tional transparency and 
accountability.

I will work tirelessly 
to ensure the safety of 
our children, neighbors, 
and Steele County com-
munities. In addition, 
my commitment to you 
and involvement within 
our community will not 
waver. You can trust 
that I will put the needs 
of Steele County first.

Sheriff Lon ThieleDeputy Darrin Helget

Senior Alliance to offer Dementia Friends info session
Senior Alliance for 

Steele County will 
offer Dementia Friends 
Informational Session 
beginning at 6 p.m. 
on Tuesday, Oct. 25, 
at Trinity Lutheran 
Church, 609 Lincoln 
Ave., Owatonna.

This informational 
session will of value 
to professionals in 
the field of senior 
living; caregivers; 
as well as friends, 
family, and neighbors 
of those living with 
dementia.

This in-person 
informational ses-
sion will last about 
60 minutes and cover 
the five key messages 
about dementia, how 
it affects people, and 
how we each can make 
a difference in the 

lives of those living 
with dementia. People 
living with dementia 
need to be understood 
and supported in their 
communities.

Dementia Friends 
is a global movement 
developed by the Alz-

heimer’s Association 
to help everyone in a 
community to under-
stand dementia. At 
the conclusion of the 
session, each Dementia 
Friend will be able to 
turn their understand-

ing into a practical 
action that can help 
someone with demen-
tia in their family or 
community.

Please RSVP by Oct. 
24 to Melissa at 507-
213-6573.
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MINNESOTA STATE UNIVERSITY, MANKATO & OWATONNA PUBLIC SCHOOLS
A RACIAL EQUITY PARTNERSHIP

BRINGING RACIAL EQUITY 
TO TEACHER EDUCATION:

EMERGING EFFORTS TO LAUNCH A NET-
WORKED IMPROVEMENT COMMUNITY

EVIDENCE OF SYSTEMS CHANGE

OUTCOMES
Uproot whiteness to establish systems and struc-
tures in teacher education that promote racial 
equity.
For Example: 
Changes in mission, vision and core principles to 
incorporate explicit focus on racial equity.
New positions and hiring decisions focused on 
racial equity and representation.
Increased capacity to do racial equity work at 
individual, department, college, and community 
levels.

MINNESOTA STATE UNIVERSITY, MANKATO
Racial consciousness and social justice mentioned 
specifically in College of Education’s 
vision. 
New scholarships for 16 teacher education candidates 
of color

New campus-wide general education course 
in critical race theory
Explicit references to racial consciousness and social 
justice in job postings

Led to increase in applicants of color (25 out of 70 in 
one search and 4 out of 10 in another)

Three new faculty of color hired this academic year
52020 Spring Partnership

BRINGING RACIAL EQUITY TO TEACHER EDUCATION: 
EMERGING EFFORTS TO LAUNCH A NETWORKED IMPROVEMENT COMMUNITY

“In Africa there is a concept known as Ubuntu: the profound sense that we are human only through the humanity of others, that if we are to accomplish anything 
in this world, it will in equal measure be due to the work and achievements of others.” –Nelson Mandela

GOAL 1: INDIVIDUAL 
Increase the percentages of teacher education 
candidates, graduates, faculty and administrators, and 
partner district teachers and administrators who are:

a) Exposed to critical race perspectives necessary 
to disrupt hierarchies of oppression.

b) Prepared to establish racially just learning 
environments to 
expand 
marginalized 
students’ access 
to education 
opportunities.

c) Prepared to use 
improvement science 
methods within the NIC 
to resolve problems of 
racial injustice.

 

GOAL 2: INSTITUTIONAL
a) Acknowledge and foreground 

across the teacher education 
curriculum how race 
di�erentiates students’ 
equitable access to 
educational opportunities.

b) Support the ongoing professional learning of 
faculty and others (e.g., P-12 partners and 
university administrators and sta�) around 
issues of racial justice.

BACKGROUND AND GOALS NETWORKED IMPROVEMENT COMMUNITY

EVIDENCE OF SYSTEMS CHANGE

CSUN, Mankato, and MSU have partnered with FHI 360 
to launch a Networked Improvement Community (NIC) 
to strengthen university-based teacher education 
through a shared commitment to racial equity. The 
partners seek to improve the quality of university-based 
teacher education and the delivery of public 
education—initially on their own campuses and within 
their partner districts and then expand their NIC to 
other universities that share their vision and 
commitment to racial equity.

LEARNINGS

MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY
Establishment of Department of Teacher 
Education Core Principles statement
New Assistant Dean of Equity Outreach Initiatives 
position for the College of Education
Public lectures and summits targeting pre-service 
teachers, in-service teachers, administrators, 
teacher educators and community partners. 

Three Urban Educator Speaker Series events 
featuring Bettina Love, Je� Duncan-Andrade, 
and David Kirkland with 100+ attendees

Three racial justice focused professional 
development summits

MINNESOTA STATE UNIVERSITY, MANKATO
Racial consciousness and social justice mentioned 
specifically in College of Education’s vision
New scholarships for 16 teacher education 
candidates of color
New campus-wide general education course in 
critical race theory
Explicit references to racial consciousness and 
social justice in job postings

Led to increase in applicants of color (25 out 
of 70 in one search and 4 out of 10 in 
another)

Three new faculty of color hired this 
academic year

CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, NORTHRIDGE
New scholarships for 15-20 teacher education 
candidates of color

Sixth Annual Research Colloquium on Critical Race 
Theory in Service and Academic Spaces attended 
by 200 faculty and students 

Four new faculty of color hired this academic year

Future Minority Male Teachers of California project 
received funding from W.K. Kellogg Foundation to 
increase access and success for males of color in 
CSU teacher preparation programs in Los Angeles 
County and other urban areas

MOVING BEYOND 
PREDICTABLE FAILURES

Uproot whiteness to establish systems and 
structures in teacher education that promote 
racial equity. For Example:

OUTCOMES

Changes in mission, vision and core 
principles to incorporate explicit focus on 
racial equity

New positions and hiring decisions focused 
on racial equity and representation

Increased capacity to do racial equity work 
at individual, department, college, and 
community levels

Changes and adaptations to di�erent contexts

Support for continued NIC operations

USE OF IMPROVEMENT 
SCIENCE

DEVELOPMENT OF
 COMMON ASSESSMENTS

FUNDING

WHERE ARE WE GOING?

Identification of predictable failures related to race/equity practices in teacher 
preparation

Assessment of growth toward racially just practices in teacher preparation through 
measures including:

• Common assessment of racial equity climate at systems level

• Common assessments of impact of professional development (students, 
faculty, administrators, district partners)

• Common assessments of teacher candidates' readiness to practice racial 
equity

Sharing of analytics and collaborative planning of curriculum/program/professional 
development improvement strategies

Collaborative evaluation of the eªcacy of new assessments

Initial focus on commonalities as members of state university systems and 
foundation-funded teacher education networks

Site visits plus virtual meetings to share strategies, learnings, and data

Facilitation and technical support from FHI 360

Two cross-campus meetings

Explicit focus on racial equity/justice

Identification of common goals and development of logic model

MANKATO/CSUN
PARTNERSHIP

ADDITION OF MSU AND
CREATION OF NIC

WHERE HAVE WE BEEN?

Professional development design and delivery (students, faculty, administrators, 
district partners)

Race/equity curricula and programmatic initiatives

Focus groups

Digital storytelling

Professional development evaluations

Organizational/systems assessment

Quantitative analyses of race/equity indicators

Curriculum/program/professional development initiatives

Results of outcomes data currently available

IMPLEMENTATION

CROSS-CAMPUS
DISCUSSIONS

DATA COLLECTION
AND ANALYSIS

WHERE ARE WE IN THE JOURNEY?

52020 Spring Partnership

The Partnership
The Center for Engaged Leadership, which runs 
parallel to the Department of Educational Lead-
ership, partners with several P-12 school district 
leaders and teachers in the work of racial equity 
and social justice. It is because of this existing 
relationship that the 
district leadership from Owatonna 
Public Schools contacted Minne-
sota State University, Mankato’s 
Department of Educational Lead-
ership in the spring of 2018 asking 
if we, 
Natalie Rasmussen, Assistant Professor, and Jinger 
Gustafson, Assistant Professor and Department 
Chair, 

might partner with them in order to 
provide professional development 
to their district around racial equity. 
Their request was very much aligned with our 
department’s mission and vision:
The Department of Educational Leadership is  ded-
icated to the study of the intersectionalities among 
race, cultural responsiveness, and social justice.
We prepare racially and ethically conscious leaders 
who are resolute in serving ALL learners in a broad 
spectrum of educational settings.
The department is committed to developing edu-
cators with strong skills in racial equity leadership, 
instructional leadership, and experiential learning.
We seek to advance the capacity of leaders who 
will eliminate predictable racial disparities through 
project based learning and learner-centered 
programming in Master of Science, Specialist, and 
Doctorate graduate degree programs.
At our initial meeting, 

Owatonna Superintendent, Jeff 
Elstad, shared his vision for what he 
wanted for the district in order to 
increase racial awareness, address 
issues of bias and racism, and to 
provide the best educational expe-
rience for all 
of his students. Superintendent Elstad and his lead-
ership team of Michelle Krell, Director of Teaching 
and Learning, and Chris Picha, Director of Human 
Resources, sat down with us to envision what this 
partnership might look like. We explained that usu-
ally, the single-session professional development 
workshop where consultants “blow in, blow up, 
and blow out” were not nearly as effective as those 
that cultivated a relationship over time and catered 
to the particular learning needs of the community. 
They agreed and as a result,

 we devised a plan for the next 
school year to take Owatonna’s 
building and district leadership 
through a year-long partnership in 
which we created curriculum and 

learning activities crafted uniquely 
for them.
The Work
We researched the change in the district’s racial 
demographics over the last several decades. The 
Owatonna Public Schools student population, 
which had been 98% White in the 1980s was now at 
about 72% White students.
We saw that there had been an increase in its Latinx 
students which now made up about 15%, and 

Black students, comprised of East Africans as well 
as African Americans, constituted about 8%. Other 
students of color made up the
remaining 5% of the total population of approxi-
mately 5000 K-12 students. 
Even though there has been a 
substantial influx of students of 
color to the district in recent years, 
Owatonna’s leadership and teach-
ing staff remain overwhelmingly 
White.
With this change in student demographics, the dis-
trict began to see racial disparities in several areas.
Thus began that first year. We started with a four-
hour workshop in August and then approximately 
every month for
the remainder of the school year, we engaged in 
a 90-minute professional development session in 
which building principals, assistant principals, and 
district directors and department
heads were introduced to and grappled with topics 
such as those outlined in Figure 1:
Topics included Implicit Bias; It’s Race, Not Poverty; 
Microaggressions; The Role and Presence of White-
ness; Stereotype Threat; Non-Racist vs. Anti-Racist; 
and The History and Use of the N-Word. These 
topics, as well as others, were presented as a web 
of underlying and interconnected forces that, if 

left unacknowledged, can express themselves 
in very negative ways in the daily operation and 
functioning of a typical school district. Our goals 
were to bring
awareness and knowledge about race and racism to 
the district leadership and to equip leaders with the 
toolsnecessary to address these issues.

Courageous Conversations
We, along with building and district leaders, agreed 
to employ the tools outlined in Glenn Singleton’s 
(2014) Courageous Conversations About Race. 

In each of our sessions, we used 
The Protocol and The Compass in 
order to establish a structure for 
the deep and at times uncomfort-
able conversations necessary to 
engage in the important work of 
racial equity. 
We used several tools to present information and 
foster deep and authentic dialogue such as ice-
breakers, surveys, instant and anonymous electronic 
polls, podcasts, readings, video clips, and other 
activities. Time was always built into every session 
to allow participants to engage in small group 
discussions to process new information or to brain-
storm how to apply the knowledge to their work.

The “Incident”
In February of 2019, Owatonna High School 
experienced a racially motivated incident that 
made national news and was reported in the New 
York Times. Because of the actions of a few White 
students who posted racial slurs on
social media, Black students responded, called 
them out, and wanted an explanation. This esca-
lated to the point of locking down the high school 
and summoning police.
This incident brought to light the fact that Owaton-
na Public Schools had a race problem. Superin-
tendent Jeff Elstad realized that racial equity work 

cannot be solely the school district’s responsibility. 
Last year’s incident highlighted the fact that even 
though a racially charged issue was made public 
because of the actions of a few students, the gene-
sis of and response to this issue came from school, 
families, and community. Superintendent Elstad’s 
response was that all stakeholders of Owatonna 
needed to be made aware of
the root cause and join in the heavy lifting of racial 
equity rather than place the work at the feet of the 
district and then perhaps have it discounted, or 
worse, counteracted by the greater community.

New Partnerships
As a result, we were invited once 
again to partner with the district 
during the 2019-2020 school year 
in order to include separate and 
ongoing sessions for Owatonna 
Courageous Educators where a 
wide range of classified and unclas-
sified staff from the district came to 
a three-hour professional develop-
ment session
 – a morning group and an afternoon group – four 
times per year, with the hope of eventually taking 
all the district’s staff though the racial equity
training over the course of a few years. This training 
was geared to anyone having contact with students. 
Additionally, we were asked to work concurrently 
with several leaders of Owatonna and Steele Coun-
ty in a similar format called Owatonna Courageous 
Community – equity work that is focused more on 
issues of racial awareness as they pertain to social 
justice. 

Finally, this year we were invited 
to do a deep dive with the Owa-
tonna School Board. The purpose 
of this four-hour session was to 
give them an overview of the work 
being done in their district and 
also give them an opportunity to 
start or continue their own racial 
equity journeys. The Board members 
were engaged and welcoming of the work 
and plan to schedule another session later 
this summer. Our vision is that through 
partnerships with the various stakeholders of 
the Owatonna community, that people will 
begin to have a shared vision, language, and 
perceived course of action for how best to 
confront issues of race and systemic racism.
We are proud to be a part of the Owatonna 
School District and Community’s racial equity 
journey and look forward to continuing this 
urgent work.

 Over the last year and 
a half we have heard so 
often that racial equity 
ideologies are not being 
implemented by District 
761. So, why did they 
seek this partnership with 
MSU back in 2018? And 
then get the school board 
involved the 2019/2020 
year? This would include 
all four incumbents 
running right now. We 
believe there is still very 

little transparency from 
them when it comes to 
this topic.
 These are excerpts from 
the Spring 2020, Volume 
11, Issue 1 edition of 
MSU Mankato Partner-
ship’s 2020 Vision: Vision 
Builders
 To view the full docu-
ment, go to: 
https://ed.mnsu.edu/glo-
balassets/college-of-edu-
cation/center-for-educa-

tor-partnerships/media/
spring-2020-partnership-
mag.pdf
 The information found 
here identifies School 
District 761 leaders as 
the engineers of the racial 
equity training launchpad 
for, not only teachers, but 
other school leaders, and 
school board members.
 Though citizens have been 
told CRT is not taught in 
this school district, these 

pages bring awareness that 
the racial equity ideology 
has been actively imple-
mented.
 United Patriots for 
Accountability, along with 
many other concerned cit-
izens, believe that Martin 
Luther King Jr.'s values are 
the foundation of a truly 
equitable society. Let's 
judge each other based 
on “the content of our 
character, not the color of 

our skin.”
 We trust this in-
formation will give 
citizens a greater 
understanding 
of the district's 
direction. 
 Please vote for 
the school board 
races on Nov. 8.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Information You Need to Know 

Prepared and Paid for by United Patriots For Accountability • 133 W. Mill St. • Owatonna, MN 55060

artnership
P

 CENTER FOR EDUCATOR PARTNERSHIPS AND STUDENT SUPPORT
SPRING 2020VOLUME 11 ISSUE 1

V I S I O N :Vision Builders

This will allow you to have a greater understanding of the Owatonna School District’s direction.
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PUBLIC NOTICES

NOTICE

PROBATE

NOTICE

FORECLOSURE

STATE OF MINNESOTA
COUNTY OF STEELE 
 

THIRD JUDICIAL 
DISTRICT

DISTRICT COURT
INFORMAL PROBATE

Court File No. 
74-PR-22-1473

Estate of 
Richard H. Knutson,
Deceased 

NOTICE OF INFORMAL
PROBATE OF WILL 
AND APPOINTMENT 

OF PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVE 
AND NOTICE TO

CREDITORS
----------------------------------
TO ALL INTERESTED 
PERSONS AND 
CREDITORS:
Notice is hereby given 
that an application for 
informal probate of the 
above-named Decedent’s
Last Will dated 
September 16, 2020
Codicil(s) dated
Separate Writing dated
has been filed with the 
Probate Registrar, and 
the application has been 
granted.
Notice is also given that 
the Probate Registrar has 
informally appointed the 
following:
Name:
Lisa Baloun 
Address:
19238 Woods Edge Trl
Brainerd MN 56401
As personal 
representative of the 
Estate of the Decedent. 
Any heir, devisee or other 
interested person may be
entitled to appointment as 
personal representative 
or may object to the 
appointment of the 
personal representative. 
Unless objections are 
filed pursuant to Minn. 
Stat. § 524.3-607, and 
the court otherwise 
orders, the personal 
representative has full 
power to administer the 
Estate, including, after 
30 days from the date of
issuance of letters, the 
power to sell, encumber, 
lease or distribute real 
estate.
Any objections to the 
probate of the Will, or to 
the appointment of the 
personal representative, 
must be filed with this 
court, and will be heard 
by the court after the filing 
of an appropriate petition 
and proper notice of
hearing.
Notice is also given that, 
subject to Minn. Stat. 
§ 524.3-801, all creditors 
having claims against the 
Estate are
required to present the 
claims to the personal 
representative or to the 
Court Administrator within 
four (4)
months after the date of 
this Notice, or the claims 
will be barred.

/s/: Deanna Verdick
Deanna Verdick, Deputy 
Probate Registrar

Date:
October 4, 2022

Robin Hoesley 
Court Administrator 

Date: October 4, 2022
10.12,19

STATE OF MINNESOTA
COUNTY OF STEELE

JUDICIAL 
DISTRICT: Third

Court File No.  
74-FA-22-1537

CASE TYPE: Domestic 
Abuse

Notice of Issuance of
Emergency (Ex Parte)  
Order  for Protection 

by Publication
(Minn. Stat § 518B.01, 

subd. 8)

In the Matter of
Lee Marvin Albert
Petitioner
vs
Tami Kay Lockman
Respondent

To Respondent 
named above:

YOU ARE NOTIFIED 
that an Ex Parte Order 
for Protection has been 
issued in the above 
matter. You may request 
a hearing if you contact 
the court administrator’s 

office within 12 days of 
the date of publication 
of this notice. You may 
obtain a copy of the Ex 
Parte Order for Protection 
and the form to request 
a hearing from the court 
administrator’s office at 
the following address:
111 E. Main St, 
Owatonna, MN 55060
Failure to request a
hearing or to obtain a 
copy of the Ex Parte 
Order will not be a 
defense to prosecution for 
violation of the 
Court’s order.

October 12, 2022
Date 

Robin Hoesley
Court Administrator/Deputy

10.19

Office of the Minnesota 
Secretary of State

Amendment of 
Assumed Name

Minnesota Statutes, 
Chapter 333

The filing of an assumed 
name does not provide a 
user with exclusive rights 
to that name. The filing 
is required for consumer 
protection in order to 
enable customers to be 
able to identify the true 
owner of a business.

ASSUMED NAME:  
IronPlanet

PRINCIPAL PLACE OF 
BUSINESS: 4000 Pine 
Lake Road, Lincoln, NE, 
68516

NAMEHOLDER(S): 
Name: 
Timothy J. Kirschbaum

Address: 4000 Pine 
Lake Road, Lincoln, NE, 
68516

By typing my name, I, the 
undersigned, certify that I 
am signing this document 
as the person whose 
signature is required,
or as agent of the 
person(s) whose 
signature would be 
required who has 
authorized me to sign 
this document on his/her
behalf, or in both 
capacities. I further certify 
that I have completed all 
required fields, and that 
the information in this
document is true and 
correct and in compliance 
with the applicable 
chapter of Minnesota 
Statutes. I understand 
that by signing this 
document I am subject to 
the penalties of perjury 
as set forth in Section 
609.48 as if I had signed 
this document under oath.

SIGNED BY: 
Tim J. Kirschbaum
MAILING ADDRESS: 
4000 Pine Lake Road, 
Lincoln, NE. 68516
EMAIL FOR OFFICIAL 
NOTICES:  

 
 

NOTICE OF GENERAL ELECTION 
INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 756 

BLOOMING PRAIRIE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
STATE OF MINNESOTA 

 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the general election has been called and will be held in and for Independent 
School District No. 756, Blooming Prairie, State of Minnesota, on Tuesday, the 8th day of November 2022, for 
the purpose of electing four school board members for four year terms.  The ballot shall provide as follows: 

                      
                                                        INSTRUCTIONS TO VOTERS 

                                            To vote, completely fill in the oval(s) next to your choice(s) like this: 
                      

 
                          SCHOOL BOARD MEMBER 
                                                             VOTE FOR UP TO FOUR 

                      
 
     DEAN MESHKE 
 
     RODNEY KRELL 
 
     KELLY BRAATEN 
  
     BOB ARETT 
 
     CRYSTAL STUDER 
 
         
 
         
 
         
 
         
 
   

  The combined polling places for this general election are those polling places and precincts  
  or parts of precincts located within the boundaries of the school district and which have been  
  established by the cities or towns located in whole or in part within the school district.  These  
  polling places shall be the same as for the state general election. 
 
  Any eligible voter residing in the school district may vote at said election at the polling place  
  designated above for the precinct in which he or she resides.  The polls for said election will  
  open at 7:00 a.m. and close at 8:00 p.m. on the date of said election.  
 

A voter must be registered to vote to be eligible to vote in this election.  An unregistered individual may register 
to vote at the polling place on Election Day.  

 
                Dated:  October 17, 2022    BY ORDER OF THE SCHOOL BOARD 
          /s/ Pam Hameister     
          School District Clerk 
 

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO 
VERIFICATION OF THE 
DEBT AND IDENTITY 

OF THE ORIGINAL 
CREDITOR WITHIN THE 

TIME PROVIDED BY 
LAW IS NOT AFFECTED 

BY THIS ACTION.

Notice is hereby given 
that default has occurred 
in conditions of the 
following described 
mortgage:
DATE OF MORTGAGE: 
October 5, 2017
MORTGAGOR: Michael 
A. Taylor, an unmarried 
man
MORTGAGEE: Mortgage 
Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc.
DATE AND PLACE OF 
RECORDING:
Recorded: 
October 27, 2017
Steele County Recorder
Document #: A000415539
ASSIGNMENTS OF 
MORTGAGE: 
Said mortgage was 
assigned to NewRez 
LLC d/b/a Shellpoint 
Mortgage Servicing on 
July 7, 2020, and said 
assignment was recorded 
on July 14, 2020, and 
given document number 
A000430200.
LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
OF PROPERTY:
THE EAST 66 FEET OF 
LOT 9, BLOCK 5, IN 
DARTT’S SECOND 
ADDITION TO THE CITY 
OF OWATONNA, 
MINNESOTA, STEELE 
COUNTY, MINNESOTA.
AND
BEGINNING AT THE 
SOUTHEAST CORNER 
OF LOT 8, IN BLOCK 
5, IN DARTT’S SEC-
OND ADDITION TO 
THE CITY OF OWA-
TONNA, MINNESOTA, 
THENCE WEST 66 
FEET, THENCE NORTH 
22 FEET, THENCE EAST 
66 FEET, THENCE 
SOUTH 22 FEET TO THE 
PLACE OF BEGINNING, 
STEELE COUNTY, MIN-
NESOTA.
PARCEL ID #: 
17-129-0512
PROPERTY ADDRESS: 
404 Dartt Avenue, 
Owatonna, MN 55060
TRANSACTION AGENT: 
Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc. 
TRANSACTION AGENT 
ID NO.: 
1006919-1000045205-4
CURRENT MORTGAGE 
SERVICER: NewRez LLC 
d/b/a Shellpoint Mortgage 

Servicing
COUNTY IN WHICH 
PROPERTY IS 
LOCATED: Steele
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL 
AMOUNT OF 
MORTGAGE: 
$116,262.00
AMOUNT DUE AND 
CLAIMED TO BE DUE AS 
OF DATE OF NOTICE, 
INCLUDING TAXES, IF 
ANY PAID BY MORT-
GAGEE: $126,426.01
That prior to the 
commencement of this 
mortgage foreclosure 
proceeding Mortgagee/
Assignee of Mortgagee 
complied with all notice 
requirements as re-
quired by statute; that 
no Mortgagors have 
been released from 
financial obligation on 
said Mortgage; that no 
action or proceeding has 
been instituted by law to 
recover that debt secured 
by said Mortgage, or 
any part thereof; that all 
conditions precedent to 
foreclose of the Mortgage 
and acceleration of the 
debt secures thereby 
have been fulfilled;
PURSUANT to the power 
of sale therein contained, 
said Mortgage will be 
foreclosed and the above 
described property will be 
sold by the Sheriff of said 
county as follows:
DATE AND TIME OF 
SALE: December 8, 2022, 
at 10:00 am
PLACE OF SALE: Steele 
County Law Enforcement 
Center 204 East Pearl 
Street, Owatonna, MN 
55060
to pay the debt the debt 
then secured by the 
Mortgage, and taxes, if 
any, on said 
premises, and the costs 
and disbursements, 
including attorneys’ fees 
allowed by law, subject 
to redemption within six 
(6) months from the date 
of sale by the mortgagor, 
their personal 
representatives or 
assigns.
DATE TO VACATE 
PROPERTY:  The date 
on or before which the 
mortgagor must vacate 
the property if the 
mortgage is not reinstated 
under Minnesota 
Statutes section 580.30 
of the property redeemed 
under Minnesota Statutes 
sections 580.23 is June 8, 
2023 at 11:59 p.m.  If the 
foregoing date is 
Saturday, Sunday, or a 
legal holiday, then the 
date to vacate is the next 
business day at 11:59 
p.m.
MORTGAGOR 
RELEASED FROM 
FINANCIAL OBLIGATION 
ON MORTGAGE: None
THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION 
BY THE MORTGAGOR, 
THE MORTGAGOR’S 
PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES OR 
ASSIGNS, MAY BE 
REDUCED TO FIVE 
WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL 

ORDER IS ENTERED 
UNDER MINNESOTA 
STATUTES, SECTION 
582.032, 
DETERMINING, AMONG 
OTHER THINGS, THAT 
THE MORTGAGED 
PREMISES ARE IM-
PROVED WITH A RES-
IDENTIAL DWELLING 
OF LESS THAN FIVE 
UNITS, ARE NOT PROP-
ERTY USED IN 
AGRICULTURAL 
PRODUCTION, AND 
ARE ABANDONED.
THIS COMMUNICATION 
IS FROM A DEBT 
COLLECTOR 
ATTEMPTING TO 
COLLECT A DEBT.  
ANY INFORMATION 
OBTAINED WILL BE 

Should You Consolidate 
Retirement Accounts?

edwardjones.com
Member SPIC

Jeffrey M. Hall
Financial Advisor

143 W. Bridge St.
Owatonna, MN 55060
507-446-0150
jeffrey.hall@edwardjones.com

To learn more, call today.

One of the rewards for working over several decades 
is the ability to contribute to tax-advantaged 
retirement accounts, which can help provide needed 
income for you when you do retire. As the years 
went by, you may well have accumulated several 
retirement accounts, such as IRAs and 401(k)s or 
similar employer-sponsored plans. But you might 
find it advantageous to consolidate these accounts 
with a single provider.

Consolidating them can provide you with 
several potential benefits, including these:

• Less confusion and clutter – If you have 
multiple accounts in different locations, it 
may be difficult to keep track of tax doc-
uments, statements, fees, disclosures and 
other important information. Consolidating 
accounts could help provide clear, simplified 
account maintenance.
• Less likelihood of “lost accounts” – It may 
be hard to believe, but many people abandon 
their retirement accounts, leaving thousands 
of dollars behind and unclaimed. In fact, at 
the end of 2021, there were nearly 25 million 
forgotten 401(k) accounts, worth about 20% 
of all 401(k) assets, according to an estimate 
by Capitalize, a financial services company 
that helps individuals roll over retirement 
plan assets into new accounts. It’s possible 
that employers can even move small, old 
accounts out of their 401(k) plans and into 
an IRA on behalf of their former employees, 
thus increasing the chances that savers will 
lose track of their money. By consolidating 
your retirement plans with one provider, you 
can ensure you don’t lose track of your hard-
earned money.
• Ability to follow a unified strategy – With 
multiple retirement accounts, and differ-
ent investment portfolios, you might find 
it difficult to maintain a unified financial 
strategy that’s appropriate for your goals and 
risk tolerance. But once you’ve consolidated 
accounts with a single provider, you’ll find it 
easier to manage your investment mix and to 
rebalance your portfolio as needed. The need 
to rebalance may become more important as 
you near retirement because you may want 
to shift some of your assets into investments 
that aren’t as susceptible to swings in the 
financial markets.
• Possible improvement in investment options 
– Often, 401(k)s may have limited investment 
selection, so consolidating accounts with a 
full-service firm may allow for a wider array 
of products and strategies. This broader ex-
posure can potentially help you improve your 
overall retirement income strategies.  
• Greater ease in calculating RMDs – Once 
you turn 72, you will need to start taking 
withdrawals — called required minimum dis-
tributions, or RMDs — from your traditional 
IRA and your 401(k) or similar plan. If you 
don’t take out at least the minimal amount, 
which is based on your age and account 
balance, you could face a penalty. If you have 
several accounts, with different providers, it 
could be cumbersome and difficult to calcu-
late your RMDs — it will be much easier with 
all accounts under one roof.
So, if you do have multiple retirement ac-
counts, give some thought to consolidating 
them. The consolidation process is not diffi-
cult, and the end result may save you time 
and hassles, while also helping you manage 
your retirement income more effectively.

kgraves@ritchiebros.com
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ADVERTISING THAT WORKS HARD FOR YOU!
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507-456-4299 • wpriebe@steelecountytimes.com

Contact us today and see  
what makes advertising in the  
Steele County Times a great  
fit for your advertising needs.
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Always local, All the time.
steelecountytmes.com

NEED CASH? I give 
free appraisals of your 
older coins from 1964 
and older. I am also 
looking to buy older 
coins such as silver 
dollars, halves, quar-
ters, dimes, and Indian 
Head cents. Please call 
Ron from Hayfield at 
507-477-2427 or 507-
259-6460. TFN

PUPPIES FOR SALE: 
Australian Cattle Dog 
/ Blue Heelers. Born 
April 6. 4 Male, 
3 female. $400.00. 
507-438-2490.                                          

FOR SALE

HELP WANTED

ear Motor Medics,
I've been listening to your show "Under The 
Hood" on my local radio station and have

heard a lot of talk about gasoline and changes that 
have happened to it over the years and some new 
ones coming that we have seen here locally 
involving octane changes. The fuel in our pumps 
has changed and we now have a lower octane rating 
that before. I have always just used the cheapest 
fuel when gassing up my car but after listening to 
you I wonder if I would be better served using 
something else. I heard you suggest the higher 
octane to a listener to prevent engine damage. 
Should I be worried about my car? I drive a 2006 
Ford Taurus that's not a flex fuel vehicle.

                                                                                                                                       
David in Muskegon Michigan

Dear David,
Thanks for listening to Under The Hood and for reading 
the column. Fuel has changed and we are seeing a 
drop across the board in octane and prices all over the 
place. The first place to start is with your owner's 
manual because you want to know what the 
manufacturer of your car calls for. If they recommend a 
minimum 87 octane or 89 octane, then that is the 
lowest you should use to protect the vehicle. Using fuel 
with lower ratings than manufacturer recommended 
can cause spark knock which is potentially harmful to 
the engine and too high is a waste of money so always 
consult the car owner’s manual.

                                                                                                                                        
Take care, the Motor Medics

Dear Motor Medics,
I own a 2011 Chevy truck and car. They both 
have an oil change reminder light that tells

me when the vehicle needs to be serviced. I have 
noticed that the time of service for these two 
vehicles can range up or down as many as 3000 
miles on a change and frankly it worries me. My 
dealership where I do all my work has told me that I 
should follow the reminder on the dash no matter 
what and that I don't need to change it earlier but 
that has been 9000 miles on the truck and 6000 on 
the car and that just goes against all I have ever 
been taught on my vehicles.

                                                                                                                            
Charlie in Bowling Green Kentucky

Dear Charlie,
When we saw oil change intervals this high we got 
nervous too. The system takes into account things like 
engine temp, idle time, mileage and much more to 
determine change intervals so it's a "Smart System" but 
not foolproof. It can't tell what oil you use. Don't skimp 
on the oil type. You need to use what is recommended 
by the manufacturer because that is what they base 
changes on. The factory recommended engine oil is 
made to last much longer than standard conventional 
oils and is formulated for long life. It doesn't have to be 
theirs but has to meet their specs. Using a cheap oil 
will reduce miles between changes and can affect your 
engine warranty.

                                                                                                                                        
Take care, the Motor Medics

ASK THE MOTOR MEDICS®
From the Hosts of the Under The Hood radio show. 

B y Shannon Nordstrom 

and R uss Evans

D

D

FOR ENTERTAINMENT ONLY • Always consult your local
shop and follow all safety procedures before repairs.

WE BUY ALL METALS!
507-527-2408 • LDRecycling.com

55976 STATE HWY 56, West Concord, MN

Bruce Freerksen
(507)273-9110
brucewithschaefferoil@gmail.com.
West Concord , MN 

BOE AUTO 
CENTER

115 Highway 56 N • West Concord

507-527-2241
www.boeautocenter.com

BOE AUTOBOE AUTO
CENTERCENTER

115 Highway 56 N • West Concord

507-527-2241
www.boeautocenter.com

Honest-1 Auto Care

Mon-Fri 7AM–6PM   I   Sat 8AM–3PM

1125 S Oak Ave
Owatonna, MN 55060-3701

507-431-4576
www.Honest1Owatonna.com
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LET THESE SPONSORS KNOW YOU  
APPRECIATE THESE COLUMNS!

FOR ENTERTAINMENT ONLY.

ALWAYS CONSULT YOUR LOCAL SHOP AND 
FOLLOW ALL SAFETY PROCEDURES  

BEFORE REPAIRS.

Come visit the Motor Medic® online at  
underthehoodshow.com

Mon-Fri 7 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Dear Motor Medics,
   I heard you guys on a recent show discussing vehicle 
warm-up times and heard you say it was not necessary 
to warm up a fuel injected vehicle. I thought that all vehi-
cles should be warmed up to get the oil flowing at least a 
little bit. If this is so, how long is a good warm-up time?
Brandon in Dayton Ohio

Dear Brandon,
   There was more to what we were talking about that 
you must have missed. While we said that the fuel 
injected vehicles manufactured in the past few years 
could be driven right away due to better parts and 
efficient injection systems we still recommend some 
warm up time. We have heard some people even say just 
start them up and drive them to warm them up faster 
although we don’t agree with that. There has to be a 
proper medium between running a vehicle too long to 
warm it up which wastes fuel and taking off so soon that 
the defroster won’t even keep a windshield clear posing 
a safety hazard. The owner’s manual will provide a good 
reference for warm ups. For us personally we tend to err 
on the longer side of warm up times. We like to make 
sure everything is lubricated and working as it should. 
It also gives us a chance to do some important things 
like adjust those mirrors, fasten our seat belts, and most 
importantly, turn off our cell phones for safety.
Take care, the Motor Medics

Dear Motor Medics,
   My question is about accessories plugged into a 
lighter socket. Recently I have been experiencing dead 
batteries on my 2009 Cadillac Escalade and they tell me 
it’s caused by the accessories that I leave plugged into 
the lighter at all times. If the vehicle is not driven every 
day it will not start and is completely dead. I question 
how something as small as a cell phone or GPS unit 
can drain a battery so quickly, is this possible? I have 
stopped leaving things plugged in and have had no 
further issues but wonder if it’s not just a weak battery. 
What are your thoughts? 
Darla in Elmira New York

Dear Darla,
   It may sound strange but when anything is left plugged 
into the accessory outlet it can run the battery dead. Yes 
the power drain is very small and would take many days 
to drain a battery but there is something much larger 
at work here. Newer vehicles have many modules that 
when awake (turned on) will draw several amps of power 
and would drain a battery very quickly. To prevent this 
drain the modules go into a sleep state just like a home 
computer in sleep mode. They know when to sleep by 
monitoring the systems for non-use just like a home 
computer. If something is being charged by the lighter 
socket they think the system is still in use and keep the 
modules powered thus draining the battery quickly.
Take care, the Motor Medics
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WANTED TO BUY MISCELLANEOUS

EMPLOYMENT
MISCELLANEOUS

FOR SALE

Your ad here! 
Only $279 to reach a statewide audience of 
1.7 million readers!!!   1-800-279-2979

WANTED: 
ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES 

Running or not. Titled or not. Cash 
in exchange. Sell now while prices 
are high! Call Dan at 612/720-2142

ACCOUNTING ASSOCIATE 
Willmar Electric Service is accept-
ing applications for an Accounting 
Associate in Willmar, MN. To apply: 
visit www.willmarelectric.com/careers

6 PIECE SET 
2021 SILVER DOLLARS 

MS70 $3,250; MS69 $2,500. Will 
trade for 90% silver coins. Will 
sell some mint marks separately. 
Call Bernie 651/330-6312

THE GENERAC PWRCELL 
a solar plus battery storage system. 
Save money, reduce your reliance on 
the grid, prepare for power outages 
and power your home. Full installa-
tion services available. $0 Down  nanc-
ing option. Request a free, no obliga-
tion quote today. Call 888/913-5895

DIRECTV STREAM 
Carries the most local MLB Games! 
CHOICE Package, $89.99/mo. for 
12 months. Stream on 20 devices in your 
home at once. HBO Max included for 
3 mos. (w/CHOICE Package or higher.) 
No annual contract, no hidden fees! Some 
restrictions apply. Call IVS 855/803-9309 

DONATE YOUR CAR 
truck or boat to Heritage For The 
Blind. Free 3-day vacation, tax de-
ductible, free towing, all paper-
work taken care of 844/220-9501

DISH NETWORK
$64.99 for 190 Channels! Blazing fast 
internet, $19.99/mo. (where avail-
able.) Switch & get a FREE $100 Visa 
gift card. FREE voice remote. FREE 
HD DVR. FREE streaming on ALL 
devices. Call today! 855/562-4309 

SAFE STEP 
North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. Compre-
hensive lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-line 
installation and service. Now featuring 
our FREE shower package and $1600 off  
for a limited time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 855/440-8982 

COINS Primary position
responsibilities include 
the installation and 
maintenance of
Customer Broadband, 
Television, Phone and 
PBX services.  Other
responsibilities include 
locating, splicing and 
troubleshooting fiber 
and copper facilities.  
Experience preferred 
but also willing to train 
a hardworking and 
motivated individual.  
The individual must be 
a self-starter, have the 
ability to problem
solve and possess 
strong technical and 
communication skills.  
We offer competitive 
wages and an 
excellent benefit 
program.  Please 
submit your resume 
to KMTelecom, ATTN: 
Human Resources, 18 
2nd Ave NW, Kasson, 
MN 55944 or email to 
hr@kmtel.com.

CITY OF KASSON
LEAD WATER/
WASTEWATER 

Grade 11: range 
$30.54-$37.00 per 
hour

General Duties:  Assists 
the Water-Wastewater 
Supervisor in 
overseeing and 
performing skilled and 
technical work and 
maintenance of the 
water and wastewater 
systems. Assists in 
providing a continuous 
supply of safe drinking 
water and 
maintaining a safe 
discharge effluent 
wastewater within 
local, State and 
Federal regulations.
Requirements: Must 
acquire a Class A 
license within six 
months of hire, must 
obtain and maintain 
Type IV bio-solids 
certificate, Must obtain 
and maintain a Class 
B Driver’s license with 
tanker endorsement, 
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YOUR HOMETOWN NEWS!
ANYWHERE- ANYTIME

WWW.STEELECOUNTYTIMES.COM

Hometown news that  
makes a difference!

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 10/16/2022 South

So you want to be an 
ink-stained wretch?

Our small family weekly newspaper is seeking a reporter for the Kerkhoven 
Banner. We are serious about providing a top quality news product to our 
readers. The perfect person for this job will be energetic and creative, ac-
curate and profi cient at both writing and photography. He or she will work 
with fellow team members to make readers say 
“Wow!” Salary and health insurance.
INTERESTED? Send resume and excellent 
samples of your work to kbanner@tds.net, or 
call 320-264-3071 for more information.

TM

1-877-375-2291
promo code N7017

* Prices are per person based on double occupancy plus $299 in taxes & fees. Single supplement and seasonal surcharges 
may apply. Add-on airfare available. Onboard Credit requires purchase of Ocean View or Balcony Cabin. Offers apply to new 
bookings only, made by 12/31/22. Other terms & conditions may apply. Ask your Travel Consultant for details.

FROM
$2,049*

$1,799*

Vancouver • Ketchikan • Juneau • Skagway • 
Glacier Bay • Anchorage • Denali • Fairbanks • 
and more — Visit Denali National Park and Glacier Bay 
National Park on the same incredible trip! Cruise through 
the Gulf of Alaska and the Inside Passage as you discover 
the best of the Frontier State by land and by sea.

12 days, departs May - September 2023
GRAND ALASKAN CRUISE & TOUR

FREE ONBOARD CREDIT

REQUEST A 
FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE 
NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(855) 984-8982

Prepare 
for power 
outages 
today 
WITH A HOME 
STANDBY GENERATOR

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty* 
– A $695 Value!
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Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 10/16/2022 South

So you want to be an 
ink-stained wretch?

Our small family weekly newspaper is seeking a reporter for the Kerkhoven 
Banner. We are serious about providing a top quality news product to our 
readers. The perfect person for this job will be energetic and creative, ac-
curate and profi cient at both writing and photography. He or she will work 
with fellow team members to make readers say 
“Wow!” Salary and health insurance.
INTERESTED? Send resume and excellent 
samples of your work to kbanner@tds.net, or 
call 320-264-3071 for more information.

TM

1-877-375-2291
promo code N7017

* Prices are per person based on double occupancy plus $299 in taxes & fees. Single supplement and seasonal surcharges 
may apply. Add-on airfare available. Onboard Credit requires purchase of Ocean View or Balcony Cabin. Offers apply to new 
bookings only, made by 12/31/22. Other terms & conditions may apply. Ask your Travel Consultant for details.

FROM
$2,049*

$1,799*

Vancouver • Ketchikan • Juneau • Skagway • 
Glacier Bay • Anchorage • Denali • Fairbanks • 
and more — Visit Denali National Park and Glacier Bay 
National Park on the same incredible trip! Cruise through 
the Gulf of Alaska and the Inside Passage as you discover 
the best of the Frontier State by land and by sea.

12 days, departs May - September 2023
GRAND ALASKAN CRUISE & TOUR

FREE ONBOARD CREDIT

REQUEST A 
FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE 
NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(855) 984-8982

Prepare 
for power 
outages 
today 
WITH A HOME 
STANDBY GENERATOR

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty* 
– A $695 Value!

.Looking for a CRS 
to work in Insurance 
office in Kasson. Pay 
based on experience. 
Benefits available. 
Full-time. Contact 
Jeff at 634-4580.

must be able to 
respond within 30 
minutes for work 
outside normal work-
ing hours and respond 
to emergencies, Must 
be able to make timely 
decisions which affect 
the water and waste-
water systems, Must 
have general 
knowledge of the 
methods and 
techniques used in the 
repair, maintenance, 
rehabilitation and 
construction of water 
and wastewater lines. 
Apply: 
City Administrator, 
401 5th St. SE, 
Kasson, MN 55944. 
Call 507-634-7071 
or email cityhall@
cityofkasson.com to 
request an application. 
First review of 
applications on August 
15, 2022; position 
open until filled. 

THE HAYFIELD 
AMERICAN LEGION 
is looking for an indi-
vidual or individuals 
to fill the position of 
restaurant cook/man-
ager and bar manager. 
If interested in one 
or both contact: Pat 
507-421-4770. Stan 
507-272-3102 or Craig 
507-272-0891.  

INSTALLATION AND 
SERVICE 
TECHNICIAN:  
KMTelecom, an
Independent Telecom-
munications company 
located in Kasson, MN 
is seeking a full-time, 
Service Technician.  

Christmas Village 
14 buildings including 
homes, stores, church, 
barn. Many village 
people. Light cords 
and other 
miscellaneous. 

$100 cash. 
Call Owatonna, 
507-210-5210 

Before 8pm. 
Text for picture.

10.20
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2022 Ram 1500 
Warlock Quad Cab 

2022 Ram 1500 
Big Horn Crew Cab 
Sport Diesel

2022 Ram 1500
Longhorn Crew Cab 
Diesel

STOCK# 2430260 STOCK# 2430510 STOCK# 2450220 STOCK# 2420210 STOCK# 2160160

STOCK# 2211690

2022 Jeep 
Grand Cherokee 
Laredo

2022 Jeep 
Cherokee Trailhawk

2022 Jeep 
Gladiator Altitude 4x4

2022 Jeep 
Compass Latitude

2022 Chrysler 
Pacifica Touring AWD

2022 Ram 2500 
Big Horn Crew Cab
Night Edition

STOCK# 2210730 STOCK# 2211070 STOCK# 2211230 STOCK# 2210350

 
 
SALE PRICE
$47,620

MSRP $41,280
SAVE $1,285
SALE PRICE
$39,995

MSRP $46,485
SAVE $1,500
SALE PRICE
$44,985

MSRP $34,805
SAVE $2,000
SALE PRICE
$32,805

 

SALE PRICE
$45,623

42 MONTH LEASE
$525/MO.

42 MONTH LEASE
$389/MO.

42 MONTH LEASE
$699/MO.

39 MONTH LEASE
$595/MO.

42 MONTH LEASE
$525/MO.

MSRP $67,305
SAVE $2,000
SALE PRICE
$65,305

MSRP $53,985
SAVE $8,000
SALE PRICE
$45,985

MSRP $48,130
SAVE $4,135
SALE PRICE
$43,995

MSRP $61,196
SAVE $6,201
SALE PRICE
$54,995

MSRP $69,480
SAVE $6,000
SALE PRICE
$63,480

42 MONTH LEASE
$549/MO.

42 MONTH LEASE
$359/MO.

48 MONTH LEASE
$670/MO.

2022 Ram 1500
Big Horn Crew Cab

STOCK# 2370100

MSRP $54,135
SAVE $4,140
SALE PRICE
$49,995
42 MONTH LEASE

$599/MO.

2022 Dodge Durango GT Plus
6 Passenger

TROUBLE FINDING THE RIGHT VEHICLE?  NO PROBLEM!  OUR SALES STAFF CAN HELP LOCATE THE CORRECT VEHICLE 
OR WE’LL SPECIAL ORDER ONE JUST FOR YOU.  ORDERING HAS STARTED ON MOST 2023 MODELS.

WE’VE GOT
TRUCKS!

26 8 7New 2022 Light and 
Heavy Duty Ram 
Trucks In-stock

Jeep Gladiator
Pickups

Certified  
Pre-Owned 
In-Stock

0% APR for up to 
48 months  
on select models!!

$8,000Discounts 
up to $359Lease 

from
per 
month

All rebates to dealer, everyone qualifies, all sale prices and payments plus tax and license OAC.  Lease for 10,000 miles per year, $2,999 cash or trade equity plus 1st payment, tax and license, no security deposit, OAC.

4800 Highway 52 North  |  Rochester, MN 55901  |  507-289-4004  |  www.AdamsonMotors.com

3rd Generation, Family-owned Since 1953

4800 Highway 52 North  |  Rochester, MN 55901  |  507-289-4004  |  www.AdamsonHyundai.com

*   36 mos., 10,000 miles per year, $1,999 down or trade equity  
equivalent plus, first payment, tax, title, license, and fees.

&   Must Finance Through Hyundai Motor Finance Dealer’s Choice Program. OAC
 
 Some of the advertised units are incoming units.

3rd Generation, Family-owned Since 1953

INTRODUCING THE 
ALL-NEW, ALL-ELECTRIC
2022 Hyundai Ioniq 5

303 Miles Range - Front Wheel Drive
256 Miles Range - All Wheel Drive
SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS

2023 Hyundai Tucson SEL AWD

2023 Hyundai Sonata SEL 2023 Hyundai Elantra SEL

2023 Hyundai Santa Fe SE AWD

2023 Hyundai Kona SEL AWD

2023 Hyundai Santa Cruz SEL AWD 
Activity Package

STOCK# PH178789

STOCK# 3520040 STOCK# PH100283

STOCK# 3550180 STOCK# PH045774

STOCK# 3580180

SALES EVENT THROUGH 10/31/2022

&

& &

& &

&

SALE PRICE
$31,175

SALE PRICE
$27,795

SALE PRICE
$22,285

SALE PRICE
$31,105

SALE PRICE
$34,510

SALE PRICE
$27,575

LEASE FOR
$410

LEASE FOR
$361

*

*

/MO.

/MO.

LEASE FOR
$316 *

/MO.

LEASE FOR
$418

LEASE FOR
$519* *

/MO. /MO.

LEASE FOR
$367 *

/MO.

Fall Savings EventFall Savings Event
SPECIAL SALE OFFERS

• Special Sale Prices 
• Interest Rates As Low As 1.9% • HMF Rebates Available 

• Zero Down, Low Monthly Payment, Lease Specials 
• 3 Year/36,000 Mile Complimentary Maintenance 

• $500 Military Rebates  
• $500 First Responder Rebates 

• $400 College Graduate Rebates
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Focus OnFocus On
OwatonnaOwatonna

Boards & 
Commission 
Meetings 
We’ll save you a seat!  
The City of Owatonna
encourages community 
members to attend public 
meetings and serve on any of 
its 12 boards and commissions. 
Notice of all public city meetings 
and agendas are available at 
Owatonna.gov. Boards and 
commissions, generally, meet 
at the following times. 
 
AIRPORT COMMISSION: 
Second Thursday of each month 
at 5 p.m. in the Airport Lounge.  

CHARTER COMMISSION: 
Annually the third Thursday of 
April and whenever necessary 
at 4 p.m. in Second Floor 
Conference Room at City Hall 

CITY COUNCIL:
First and third Tuesday of each 
month at 7 p.m. in the Council 
Chambers at City Hall with Study 
Sessions immediately prior to 
each meeting at 5:30 p.m. 

FIRE CIVIL SERVICE 
COMMISSION: 
Whenever necessary at 
the Fire Department.  

ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT 
AUTHORITY: 
Third Wednesday of each month 
at 4 p.m. in the Council 
Chambers at City Hall.

HOUSING & 
REDEVELOPMENT 
AUTHORITY:
Fourth Monday at 4 p.m. in the 
Second Floor Conference Room 
at City Hall.  

HUMAN RIGHTS 
COMMISSION: 
Second Tuesday of each month 
at 5:30 p.m. in the Second Floor 
Conference Room at City Hall.

PARK & RECREATION 
BOARD: 
First Monday of each month at 
4:30 p.m. in the Council 
Chambers at City Hall or other 
location as announced prior to 
the meeting.   

PLANNING COMMISSION: 
Second and fourth Tuesdays of 
each month at 5:30 p.m. in all 
months except November, 
December, January and 
February when meetings are
held only on the second 
Tuesday of the month in the 
Council Chambers at City Hall.

PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD: 
Third Tuesday of each month at 
4:30 p.m. in the Gainey Room at 
the Library.

PUBLIC UTILITIES 
COMMISSION: 
Fourth Tuesday of each month at 
4 p.m. in the Morehouse Meeting 
Room at the Owatonna Public 
Utilities Office at 208 West 
Walnut Avenue.  

WEST HILLS COMMISSION: 
Meet the third Thursday of April 
and October at Noon in the 
Owatonna Arts Center.  

FIRE DEPARTMENT

POLICE DEPARTMENT

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

OWATONNA

CITY OF
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  Tavern Nine in the Clubhouse 
at Brooktree Golf Course is 
partnering with the Owatonna 
Parks, Recreation & Facilities 
Department to host its inaugural 
Fairway Beerfest October 22 
from 1 until 4 p.m.     
  More than 20 breweries will 
serve samples of their favorite 
or new beers. Oktoberfest food, 
games and music will be avail-
able with a live band performing 
from 4 until 7 p.m.   

  Proceeds from this event will 
support Parks, Recreation & 
Facilities Department youth pro-
grams. This event is for ages 
21 and older. It will be held 
outdoors, rain or shine.   
  Purchase tickets at Eventbrite.
com. (Tavern Nine's Fairway 
Beerfest Tickets, Sat, Oct 22, 
2022 at 1:00 PM | Eventbrite) 
Tickets will not be refunded 
unless the organizers cancel 
the event.

Visit: 
The City of Owatonna’s website at owatonna.gov 
has answers to many 
questions about 
services provided, 
events, City Council 
meetings and other 
information
Email: 
Submit a question or 
topic that is of interest 
at info@ci.owatonna.
mn.us
Tune In: 
Mayor Thomas 
Kuntz and City Administrator Kris Busse are featured 
guests for the “Talk of the Town” broadcast the third 
Wednesday of each month on KRFO (1390 AM or 94.7 
FM) at 9:40 a.m. and KOWZ (100.9 FM) at 10:10 a.m.
Watch: 
City information is shared on the Public Access Cable. 
Watch Channel 181 on Charter/Spectrum or Channel 
900 on Jaguar/MetroNet where City Council Meetings 
are livestreamed and rebroadcast at the following 
times:  
 • Wednesdays at 12:30 p.m. and 9:30 p.m. 
 • Thursdays at 11 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. 
 • Saturdays at 4 p.m. 
 • Sundays at 4 p.m. and 10:30 p.m. 
Log On: 
Follow the City of Owatonna on Facebook for the 
latest updates

Finding Information About 
the City of Owatonna

COPTOBER for KIDS!
Join Owatonna police offi-
cers at the Owatonna Public 
Library for a family event with 
fun and educational hands-
on demonstrations, book 
readings, squad car tours, K9 
visits, fingerprinting, handouts 
and so much more! The event 
will be October 20 from 9 
a.m. until noon and is de-
signed for fifth grade students and younger.
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OWATONNA

POLICE

Sergeant Tracy Duchene Selected 
as 2022 Police Officer of the Year

  The Owatonna Police Department is proud to announce Sergeant 
Tracy Duchene as the 2022 Police Officer of the Year. Duchene was 
honored with this award from the Moonlighter’s Exchange Club on 
September 22 during their Annual Police Officer Recognition Ban-
quet. During the program, Chief Mundale highlighted Duchene’s 
career and his positive influence on the department and commu-
nity.
  Duchene graduated from Medford High School and Rochester 
Community and Technical College. He began his law enforcement 
career at the Steele County Detention Center as a Correctional Of-
ficer and began working with the Owatonna Police Department as 
a part-time patrol officer until he became a full-time police officer. 
He was promoted to patrol sergeant and has served in specialized 
assignments as a Field Training Officer, SWAT officer and Field 
Training Officer Supervisor. Duchene has received many service 
awards including a Life Saving award and four Class D commen-
dations for separate events that demonstrate outstanding perfor-
mance under difficult circumstances.

Jason Karsten Selected as 
2022 Firefighter of the Year

  The Owatonna Fire Department is proud to 
announce Paid-On-Call Firefighter Jason Karsten 
as the 2022 Firefighter of the Year. Fire Chief Ed 
Hoffman selects an individual for this honor with 
input from staff annually. Karsten was recognized 
at the October 11 Exchange Club of Owatonna’s
2022 Firefighter Recognition Banquet honoring all 
firefighters who serve Owatonna.
  The criteria used to select the award recipient in-
cludes performance above and beyond the regular 
duties of a firefighter, being a genuinely good per-
son, desire to be a good firefighter, being a good 
team member and using knowledge and skills in a 
positive way that improves the department overall.
  Karsten began his career with the Fire Depart-
ment as a Resident Firefighter in 2002 before 
becoming a Paid-On-Call firefighter. “Jason has 
been a great mentor to many firefighters over the 
years and is frequently called upon by the full-time 
firefighters to assist with department trainings 
and at fire incidents,” said Ed Hoffman, Fire Chief. 
Karsten also works full-time as a heavy equipment 
mechanic with the Minnesota Department of 
Transportation and joined their fire team last year. 
He also spent eight years working as a Smoke-
chaser for the Minnesota Department of Natural 
Resources.

  A significant expansion of 
Owatonna’s Wastewater Treat-
ment Plant began in July. The 
City’s contractor for the proj-
ect, Rice Lake Construction, 
has completed the excavation 
of the foundation for the new 
Membrane Bioreactor Building 
(MBR). The location was pre-
viously used as a landfill and 
required extensive excavation 
to remove debris and then 
backfill the area with materials 
suitable for construction.     
  The excavated materials 
were identified during the 
planning process for the facil-

ity and remediation of them 
was included in the project’s 
scope and bid documents. 
The area has been filled to the 
first footing grade with sand. 
Underground plumbing has 
been installed and the base 
slabs are being poured. Next, 
excavation for the Fine Screen 
Building (FSB) will occur. This 
new filter technology re-
quires a finer screening of the 
particulates in the wastewater 
prior to being treated. The 
existing course screen will also 
remain in place. The project is 
expected to be completed in 

late 2024.       
  An expansion of Owatonna’s 
existing wastewater treatment 
plant was initiated in 2017.   
  The plant has been operating 
at or above its capacity for the 
past several years. In 2021, 
plans got underway to ex-
pand the plant from its current 
capacity of five million gallons 
per day (MGD) to more than 
nine MGD, an 80 percent 
increase to continue meeting 
the needs of the growing com-
munity.

Photo by Nero Engineering

Wastewater Treatment Plant Expansion Progressing

Tavern Nine’s Fairway Beerfest 
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Hiring in 
Mankato 

and  
Owatonna!

Apply Now!
Visit federatedinsurance.com/careers 

or scan the QR code below to  
view jobs and apply.

–  No Insurance Experience 
Needed — We Train

–  Collaborative, In-Office  
Environment

–  Competitive Pay and Benefits

Federated Mutual Insurance Company and its subsidiaries* | federatedinsurance.com

22.27  Ed. 10/22  *Not licensed in all states.  © 2022 Federated Mutual Insurance Company
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