
SUBMITTED PHOTO
Owen David Kormann is the First Baby of 2019 in Blooming 
Prairie. He is shown with his parents, Melissa and Justin Kor-
mann and his sister Emma Lee. 
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Case in hands of 
Dodge County  

Attorney’s Office

BY  RICK BUSSLER
PUBLISHER

The Minnesota State Patrol has 
completed its investigation into 
the fatal car wreck that killed a 
beloved school teacher and her 
daughter during the first week of  
school in Dodge County.

Sgt. Troy Christianson of  the 
State Patrol said the investigation 
was turned over to the Dodge 
County Attorney’s Office on Dec. 
12 for review of  charges. 

Christianson did not reveal any 
new details of  the investigation, 
which took the patrol about 90 
days to finish. He initially said 
the investigation would be com-
pleted within 60 days. 

A spokesperson for the county 
attorney’s office said Friday no 
decision had yet been made about 
charges and offered no time line 
of  when a decision would be 
coming. 

Rachel Harberts, 43, of  Dodge 
Center and her daughter, Emer-
son, 8, were killed in the Sept. 7 
crash on U.S. Highway 14 on the 
east edge of  Claremont. Harberts’ 
son, Jaxon, 12, survived and is 
recovering after being critically 
injured in the crash. 

Rachel was a first grade teach-
er at Blooming Prairie Elemen-
tary where Emerson was in third 
grade. Jaxon is in seventh grade 
at Blooming Prairie High School. 

A 2008 Hummer H3 driven by 
Tanner Ronald Kruckeberg, 24, 
of  Dodge Center, ran into the 
rearend of  the Harberts vehicle 
as it was stopped waiting to make 
a left hand turn off Highway 14 
shortly after 7 a.m. on Sept. 7, the 
fourth day of  the new school year. 

Previously released court doc-
uments show distracted driving 
appears to have played a major 
role in the crash. In a search war-
rant filed with the court, the state 
patrol stated, “the driver of  the 
Hummer admitted he was looking 
down at his center counsel area 
to put away his cellular phone.” 

The lead investigator of  the 
crash was Sgt. K.J. McGraw, who 
has extensive experience in crash 
reconstruction.

BY  RICK BUSSLER
PUBLISHER

Accused killer Lois Riess 
of  Blooming Prairie was a no 
show once again at her court 
appearance in a Florida 
courtroom on Jan. 9.

An attorney 
for Riess told 
the court that 
Riess waived 
her court 
hearing. Riess 
stayed in her 
jail cell during 
the court ap-
pearance. Judge 

Joseph C. Fuller told Riess’ 
attorney that she needs to be 
in court for her next appear-
ance. 

“I think she needs to be 
here at some point… we’ve 
waived it ever since,” Fuller 
said in court. 

This was at least the 
second time that Riess, 56, 
has skipped out of  her court 
hearings.

A new court date has been 
set for April 17 in Fort Myers.

Riess is charged with 
first-degree murder for 
allegedly killing a look-alike 
woman. In April, Riess be-
friended Pamela Hutchinson, 
who was vacationing in Fort 
Myers, and killed her in a 
hotel room, authorities say. 

Hutchinson’s murder 
came just weeks after Riess 
is suspected of  killing her 
husband, David Riess, inside 
their rural Blooming Prairie 
home in March. After her 
husband’s murder, Riess is 
accused of  cleaning out his 
bank account and fleeing to 
Florida where she eventually 
connected with Hutchinson.

Riess has not yet been 
charged with her husband’s 
murder. The case has been 
turned over to the Dodge 
County Attorney’s Office for 
review. A spokesperson for 
the county attorney’s office 
said last week no charges 
had been filed and provided 
no time line of  when charges 
may be forthcoming.

Authorities have previous-
ly said Riess will face charges 
in Florida before Minnesota 
does anything with her. 

Riess is being held in the 
Lee County Jail without 
bond. The Florida State 
Attorney’s Office has filed 
to seek the death penalty 
against Riess. 

State Patrol 
wraps up 
Harberts 

crash

Riess a 
no show 
in court

LOIS RIESS

Owen David Kormann 
ushers in new year  

BY HOWARD LESTRUD
STAFF WRITER

Owen David Kormann hit the 
scales at 9 pounds and 3 ounces.

This youngster became the First 
Baby of  Blooming Prairie in 2019. He 
is the son of  Melissa (Missy) and Jus-
tin Kormann and brother of  Emma 
Lee, 5 1/2. 

The Kormanns reside in Blooming 
Prairie at 140 NW 8th St.

Owen David measured 22 inches 
in length and was born at 10:29 p.m. 
on Wednesday, Jan. 9, 2019. He was 
born at the Mayo Clinic Hospital in 
Austin.

The Kormann family brought 

home Owen David on Friday. Emma 
Lee missed the school on that day 
and had said that the day would be 
the longest of  her life if  she had to go 
to school on the day her baby brother 
came home.

Maternal grandparents are Tam-
my and Kevin Johnson of  Blooming 
Prairie. Paternal grandparents are 
Lonnie and Teri Kormann of  New 
Richland.

Emma and her baby brother Owen 
share some meaningful middle 
names. Emma Lee takes her middle 
name from her mother’s brother 
Derek Johnson, who was killed in a 
construction accident in 2011. 

Owen David takes his middle name 
from his father’s brother Bryan Kor-
mann, who was killed in a car crash 
near Medford. The Kormanns are 
the lucky recipients of  some special 
gifts given by local business estab-
lishments.

BY CHRIS BALDWIN
STAFF WRITER

In their first meeting of  the new 
year, the Steele County Board of  
Commissioners reorganized by 
choosing new leadership.

Greg Krueger of  District 5 was 
named chairman of  the board while 
Jim Abbe of  District 4 was chosen 
vice chair. Krueger replaces John 
Glynn, who had served as chair for 
the past year. The board also adopt-
ed new appointments for various 
committees. 

The board continued with some 
basic housekeeping items through-
out the rest of  the meeting.   The 
annual items included legal publica-
tions such as awarding the publica-
tion bid for the printing of  the 2018 
financial statement and the delin-
quent tax list for 2018. Bids were 
awarded to both the Steele County 
Times and the Owatonna People’s 
Press.

Another routine item of  note 

during Tuesday’s meeting 
was the approval of  the 
2019 board meeting sched-
ule, which stands to follow 
the rhythm of  past years’ 
rotation of  every second and 
fourth Tuesday of  the month. 

During the meeting, the 
board also accepted a pro-
posal from Keith Johnson 
Construction in Blooming Prairie 
to remove metal buildings from the 
old highway shop property. “As you 
know, for several years we’ve been 
trying to clean up that property,” 
County Administrator Scott Gol-
berg said to the board.

“Those would be the two build-
ings on the south side of  the prop-
erty,” he clarified before the board’s 
approval. The action also included 
dismissing a previous proposal to 
remove the buildings by Denny’s 
Small Engines, which was not yet 
approved by Owatonna’s Land and 
Zoning Board. The county is still 
responsible for any concrete or as-
phalt and any remaining buildings 

located on the property.
The board also approved a 

Department of  Corrections 
ICWC Crew Contract, which 
would see minimum status in-
mates contracted to be housed 
in Steele County where they 
are assigned in an ICWC work 
crew. The crew is to be super-
vised by a state employee, who 

is responsible for transporting them 
to and from the facility.

Although it was a routine meet-
ing, there was some disagreement 
among the board when it came 
time to approve refilling a building 
inspector position. Commissioners 
Jim Abbe and James Brady opted 
to vote to table the refill for the time 
being and look at additional options, 
such as outsourcing. But with a vote 
of  3-2, the board passed the refill. 
The position is currently vacant due 
to the retirement of  Tom Biester-
feld.

The next regular board meeting 
is scheduled for 5 p.m. on Tuesday, 
Jan. 22.

Krueger named county board chair

GREG 
KRUEGER

BY HOWARD LESTRUD
STAFF WRITER

They are not natives of  the small, 
progressive southeastern Minnesota 
community of  Blooming Prairie, but 
they say it feels like it.

Mike and Sandy Jones, two trans-
plants from Leroy and Adams, will 
be recognized as 
the Blooming 
Prairie Area 
Chamber 
of  Com-
merce’s 
Citizens of  
the Year 
for 2019. 

A special evening for this married 
couple of  42 years is planned for 
Thursday, Jan. 17 at the Blooming 
Prairie Servicemen’s Club. Social 
hour begins at 6 p.m. and dinner 
will be served at 7 p.m. RSVP at 507-
583-4472.

Mike and Sandy moved to Bloom-
ing Prairie in 1986 where they raised 
four children as Awesome Blossoms.

Son Josh (Ellie) and grandson 
Owen live in Austin. Daughter Ang-
ie Carlson and step children Brody 

and Lila live in Blooming Prairie. 
Daughter Hilary, granddaughter 
MiKenna Boehnke, live in Blooming 
Prairie. Son Patrick and fiancé Hila-
ry Bottema reside in Rochester.

Mike and Sandy have both been 
heavily active in their community 
over the years.

He is retiring as Blooming Prai-
rie’s city administrator after serving 
in that capacity for 18 years. He will 
be succeeded by Andrew Langholz, 
currently the city clerk at Starbuck, 
a tourism community 20 miles from 
Alexandria.

“We’ve had a blast living in this 
small town,” admits Mike, 66. Mike 
was drawn to Blooming Prairie as 
an accountant.

Sandy has cultivated her creativ-
ity in art by being involved in the 
community and artist in residence 
programs in Blooming Prairie and 
other communities.

Both Mike and Sandy have been 
very active in the Blooming Prairie 

Chamber and in many other civic 
and church involvements.

“It’s an honor to represent 
our community as citizens 
of  the year,” Sandy re-

STAFF PHOTO BY HOWARD LESTRUD
Mike and Sandy Jones are 
not natives of Blooming 
Prairie but they are 
products of small 
communities just a 
tad to the south near 
the border with Iowa.
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SUBMITTED PHOTO
Big sister Emma Lee Kormann reads to her new baby 
brother during his recent hospital stay in Austin. Owen 
David became the First Baby of the Blooming Prairie 
School District on Jan. 9.
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OUR VIEW

GUEST COLUMN

In church pulpits throughout the Midwest last Sunday, the 
message was one of  HOPE.

This message was tied to the recent escape from captivity of  a 
young Barron, Wis. girl, Jayme Closs. This 13-year-old girl disap-
peared last October the same day her parents were murdered.

The sermon message kind of  took care of  itself, said the Rev. 
Heidi Heimgartner of  First Lutheran Church of  Blooming Prai-
rie who spoke about HOPE and about young people believing.

She quoted Barron County Sheriff  Chris Fitzgerald saying 
that “when kids believe, it makes it easy for us to believe.”

Sheriff  Fitzgerald said Jayme was the hero of  this case. She 
showed courage and fearlessness in breaking away from her 
captor last week and being found by some alert citizens near 
Gordon, Wis.

Jayme’s faith foundation definitely helped her survive what 
had to be three harrowing months, 88 days.

Pastor Heimgartner opened her sermon last Sunday with ref-
erence to Jayme Closs being reunited after making her escape. 
“We are given our own identity,” she said in also bringing a mes-
sage about baptism.

Jayme’s story will be told over and over, and it is hoped that 
we will see more of  the puzzle pieces come together from this 
case, which captivated the interest of  thousands world wide.

Jayme had hope that she would soon return to her family and 
that hope came true.

The healing process has now just begun, and it will take many 
steps toward rebuilding a new life. As Elizabeth Smart, a victim 
of  kidnapping herself  in 2002 as a 14-year-old, said, Jayme will 
need to build a new normal.

Jayme will never be the same person she once was, Smart 
says.

Many people are required to building “new normals” after 
tragedy strikes their family. A death or a serious accident can 
change lives forever.

Jayme believed she would some day reach freedom safely. That 
did happen.

A strong foundation put together as a youngster can lead us in 
our adult lives in some instances toward building a new normal 
in our lives. Believe. Hope will then be right around the corner.

When kids believe

A newspaper column by 
Kathy Paulsen in a recent 
issue of  the Star Eagle 
(New Richland-Ellendale) 
about a mouse in the house 
re-kindled some experienc-
es Judy and I had last year 
with a mouse in the house.

Kathy started her col-
umn by talking about the 
90th birthday of  Mickey 
Mouse. We all like Mickey, 
right?

Mickey is a squeaky little guy cre-
ated by Walt Disney and loved by all 
of  us, right? Our family has become 
attached to Mickey because Walt 
Disney World has become one of  our 
favorite destinations.

Disney’s Mickey is far different 
than the little varmint that invaded 
Kathy’s house and from the one that 
tormented my wife Judy and me 
about a year ago.

Since we live in a heavily agricul-
tural area, it is not unexpected that a 
mouse might seek warmer tempera-
tures and thus invade our homes.

Judy hates mice and is very clear 
when threatening to move if  we find a 
mouse in our house. We have had very 
few of  the varmints in our various 
houses but the one who visited us a 
year ago was one active little devil.

I was coming out of  the bathroom 
one day and sauntered into my office/
bedroom. Out of  the corner of  my eye, 
I saw movement that tiptoed over our 
carpeting and ran underneath a bed 
in our second bedroom, which dou-
bled as an office.

Knowing how much Judy detests 
mice, I deliberated privately whether I 
should tell her or not. I told her.

The fun then began with Judy hav-
ing a sighting of  her own. She let out 
a scream and then we both began the 
hunt for the little bugger.

We found him and he began to play 
games with us. “There he goes,” Judy 
screamed as she said the dark grayish 
mouse headed for the kitchen. Guess 
what? We found him beneath the stove 
and I played “cat and mouse” with 
him, hoping to bash him when he 
decided to exit the stove.

He exited the stove and went under-
neath our refrigerator.

That wasn’t the end of  him. I decid-
ed to go to bed one night and forget 

about the mouse. Judy 
would not go to bed. She 
set up an outlook point by 
the bathroom.

Almost losing con-
sciousness as she slept on 
a chair near the bathroom 
door, Judy awakened to 
see the little critter head-
ing into the bathroom. 
I awakened and then 
volunteered to watch for 
Mickey to reappear.

As I sat in the bathroom with a 
broom in my hand, little Mickey 
peered out from an opening near our 
bathtub. He again played “cat and 
mouse” with me and finally made a 
run for it. I smacked the floor twice 
with the broom but missed him.

Judy kept watch in the hallway and 
saw him come out from an area you 
would not believe he could navigate. 
I moved my perimeter to the living 
room and again heard Judy shriek, 
“There he goes.” He went across the 
hallway and headed to the living room 
where I grabbed my broom and feebly 
tried to strike him dead. I failed.

No, the FOR SALE sign did not go 
up on our house but we found asylum 
in Judy’s sister Cindi’s (Darrell) house 
during the night for a week.

“I’m not going to bed, knowing 
there is a mouse among us,” Judy 
said.

After a few days we decided to come 
back home at night. The watch began 
once again.

Judy took guard duty in the kitch-
en, with a broom in hand. I decided 
to go to bed. My sleep didn’t last long 
as Judy screamed, “Howard get out 
here.”

I reached the kitchen in my shorts, 
only to see Judy swinging her broom 
at a mouse caught in one of  our 15 
traps set in the house. He was just 
caught by the tail, however. I assisted 
by bashing him a coupe of  times and 
ending his masquerade as Mickey 
Mouse.

I know other people have had vis-
its by these little creatures but that 
doesn’t make it any easier to accept.

Mickey, we like you, but not in our 
house. Stay put in Disney World and 
in Disney Land. That’s where you 
belong. 

No, it wasn’t 
Mickey Mouse

Reflections 
HOWARD LESTRUD

By JOHN PETERSBURG 

Hello from St. Paul.
Happy New Year! The start of  

2019 means some new laws have 
taken effect, including a statute I 
sponsored that will better protect 
children’s identities. 

The idea came from a constit-
uent who was concerned about 
identity theft and protecting his 
kids from cyber thieves, which is 
why I sponsored legislation giving 
parents the right to obtain a secu-

rity freeze for their children. 
The new law gives parents the 

opportunity to freeze credit histo-
ry reports given out by consumer 
reporting agencies for their minor 
child, giving them more control 
over who is able to access a credit 
check on their kids. Allowing 
them to do so lowers the odds that 
children’s personal information – 
such as Social Security numbers 
- will be unknowingly stolen.

Parents now are able to make 
this proactive decision, and I’m 

pleased to have helped create this 
new law. Recently KMSP-TV and 
KSTP-TV interviewed me about 
this new law. 

The 2019 Session began last 
Tuesday, so if  you have any leg-
islative comments or concerns, 
please contact me at rep.john.
petersburg@house.mn.

John Petersburg is the state rep-
resentative for District 24A, which 
covers Steele and Waseca counties. 
He lives in Waseca.

Better protecting children’s identities

Where’s Griswold  
when you need him?

What a difference 
a year can make.

I found that 
out this year as it 
became time to take 
down my outdoor 
Christmas deco-
rations. As he has 
for years, Clark 
Griswold invaded 
my space in mid-No-
vember to decorate 
my yard with lots 
of  lights and other 
decorations to light up the sea-
son. I’ve been known to do a little 
Griswold decorating over the 
years. It’s so much fun to light up 
the night sky with holiday lights 
proclaiming the wonder of  the 
season. 

The only problem I’ve come 
across is that Clark Griswold 
never returns to take down those 
decorations. He leaves them in my 
hands. 

It has become anybody’s guess 
as to when those lights finally 
come down. It has ranged any-
where from early January to early 
May. Mother Nature seems to play 
a key role in determining when 
my lights actually come down. 

Last year was one of  
those years that the lights 
ended up staying up until 
early May. It kind of  gives 
me an eerie feeling when 
I’m out poking around 
the yard taking down hol-
iday decorations in early 
spring, but many times 
I have no choice unless I 
want to freeze to death. 

But this year has been 
an entirely different 
story. Thanks to a nice 

early January warm-up and lack 
of  snow, I immediately marched 
outside to take down the decora-
tions and stash them away for yet 
another year. I actually managed 
to beat some of  my neighbors in 
taking them down, which I consid-
er a major accomplishment. 

It’s always a relief  for me to get 
the holiday decorations down at a 
reasonable time—like right after 
the holidays. It seems like if  they 
stay up any longer than mid-Jan-
uary, you’re constantly getting 
strange looks from the neighbors 
as they drive by. No unusual vibes 
or strange looks should be coming 
my way this year!

National Lampoon’s Vacation 

has become one of  our family’s 
favorite holiday films. The film 
portrays the misadventures of  the 
Griswold family, whose attempts 
to enjoy vacations and holidays 
are plagued with continual disas-
ters and strangely embarrassing 
predicaments. 

Fortunately, our family survived 
the holidays without any disasters 
or predicaments to speak of. The 
closest we came to trouble was the 
leaning Christmas tree, which I 
wrote about back in December. We 
quickly corrected that issue and 
went on to enjoy the peace and joy 
of  the season together as a family 
without any crazy distractions. 
Our tree, by the way, turned out 
to be one of  the nicest we’ve ever 
had. It was sad to rip it down and 
toss it to the curbside.

I also managed to get all the 
indoor decorations put away for 
next year. It seems like I’m finally 
on top of  things, for once. 

Even though my decorations 
are shoved away for another year, 
I continue to be in hot pursuit of  
tracking down Clark Griswold to 
help with the yearly venture.

Hot Pursuit
RICK BUSSLER



STEELE COUNTY TIMES	 TUESDAY, JANUARY 15, 2019	 A3

Hometown Living
BY HOWARD LESTRUD

STAFF WRITER

Want to get away to Florida for a 
week-long vacation?

If  interested, attend the Bloom-
ing Prairie Youth Club’s annual 
Benefit Bash on Saturday, Feb. 2 at 
the Blooming Prairie Servicemen’s 
Club. Silent auction tables open 
at 5:30 p.m. Food options will be 
offered.

Tables close at 6:30 by color code. 
Awards will be presented at 7 p.m. 

They include Super Supporter (Kay 
Toquam last year), Generous Giver 
(KIK Graphics, Tyler Kruckeberg 
and Keeley Krebsbach last year) 
and the Amazing Advocate (Angie 
Carlson last year).

LeMar Nelson, longtime educator 
and journalist, received the Out-
standing service Award last year.

Live auctions begin at 7:30 p.m.
The Youth Club made $20,000 on 

the benefit a year ago. This year’s 
organizers have set $25,000 as a 
goal.

The vacation has been donated by 
Tess and Rod Koster of  Koster’s Car 
Korner of  Blooming Prairie. The 
vacation destination is the Kosters’ 
property, which includes a pool and 
a tiki bar. It’s said to be steps away 
from the beach.

Many other items will be offered 
in silent and live auctions, says Kelli 
Naatz, executive director of  the 
Blooming Prairie Youth Club.

Donations are needed for the 
fundraiser. They may be brought 
to the Youth Club or “we will pick 
them up,” said Naatz.

Raffle tickets will also be sold 
with the top prize being a processed 
half  a hog donated by former Youth 
Club board member LeMar Nelson.

A heads or tails game (50-50) will 
be played for a cash prize. A trea-
sure chest will also be part of  the 
fun with keys sold and buyers then 

having the chance to see if  their key 
will open the treasure chest. If  the 
key opens the treasure chest, the 
lucky person can choose the prize 
inside, or take the cash.

Last year, the prize was a cabin 
rental at the Brookside Camp-
grounds.

Other prizes that have been do-
nated include: a Pheasants Forever 
print, an Amazon Fire tablet, two 
grandstand tickets for the Steele 
County Fair. Cheri Krejci has 
donated a special quilt featuring a 
farm scene design.

Many special baskets emphasiz-
ing holidays, baking, games and 
gardening will be featured. Gift 
certificates will also be on the table.

Quilters from First Lutheran 
Church, Red Oak Grove Lutheran 
Church and St. Columbanus Catho-
lic Church have donated quilts.

Proceeds from this fundraiser go 
to the general fund. “Kids are the 
beneficiaries,” says Naatz.

Win a Florida vacation at BP Youth Bash

Whitey Hagen steals show 
again in fight for cancer

BY HOWARD LESTRUD
STAFF WRITER

Even though he says it’s not about 
him, but because of  the valiant 
efforts of  many fighting for a cancer 
cure, Whitey Hagen again took 
center stage.

At 86 years of  age, Hagen is not 
about to turn down the chance to 
balance a bar tray on his head and 
collect $487.25 with the help of  his 
granddaughter Brenna Hagen. 

Brenna and her grandfather 
teamed together to walk through a 
crowd of  120 patrons at the Geneva 
Bar & Grill, asking them to place 
some greenery in their bar trays. 

Hagen was one of  the originators 
of  the cancer auction in 1984. “I 
am just thrilled to be part of  this,” 
Hagen said with emotion.

Hagen, his wife LeJune and 
former Geneva Bar & Grill owner 
Hank Thompson and his wife Judy 
(since passed from cancer) sat down 
one afternoon in 1984 and decided 
something should be done to fight 
cancer. 

Whitey’s brother, Richard, died 
from cancer at age 47 in 1983. “Hank 
told me, why don’t you have an auc-
tion in memory of  your brother,” 
Whitey recalls. Hagen had previ-
ously worked with a fundraising 
auction in Albert Lea at Eddy’s Bar, 
thus he knew some of  the tricks to 
make such an event successful.

Hagen has been part of  35 annual 
cancer auctions, the 2019 auction 
split into two weekends, last Friday 
and Saturday and this Friday and 
Saturday, Jan. 18 and 19.

“We are fighting to keep people 

cancer free,” Hagen barked into a 
microphone, at times overcome by 
a buzz of  talk throughout the bar. 
“Let me have your attention,” Ha-
gen commanded. “Boy, it sure got 
quiet,” he chuckled.

A highlight of  Saturday after-
noon’s auction was the presentation 
of  12 yellow roses to Hagen and 
his wife LeJune. Karen and Erling 
Hommedahl of  Owatonna presented 
the roses to the Hagens in honor of  
their 62nd wedding anniversary.

Hagen then took the microphone 
and auctioned off the 12 roses, $62 
a piece. His wife bought one as did 
one of  their sons. The roses netted 
$744.

Offering his wry sense of  humor, 
Hagen was corrected by his wife 
when he said he had been married 
66 years. “It’s 62,” LaJune said. “It 
seems like 66,” he laughed.

It all about believing in a cause, 

many of  the auction guests said.
Teresa Chapman, executive 

director of  the District Five Eagles 
Telethon in Rochester, was intro-
duced by Hagen and saluted Hagen 
on a triple achievement: 62 years 
of  married life, 86 birthdays and 35 
years in working with the Geneva 
Cancer Auction.

Hagen said the auction is now run 
by his three sons, Keith, Greg and 
James.

The auction definitely energizes 
Hagen and anyone who associates 
with him. Chapman said the Eagles 

telethons have raised over $16 mil-
lion over time.

The Geneva auction raised 
$110,000 last year. This year’s total 
of  course will not be known until 
next Sunday. A wild game feed 
brought in $18,000 and will be added 
to the overall fundraising total.

“I’m very proud of  Whitey,” says 
an adoring wife LeJune.

Hagen is most grateful to the peo-
ple who support the Geneva cancer 
auction each year. “It’s all about 
you,” he said.

Many food items were placed on 
auction as were hand-crafted pieces. 
Patti Anderson came from Clear 
Lake, Iowa to be part of  the auction. 
She bought a cheesecake pie made 
by her friend, Mary Jo Senne of  
Northwood, Iowa. Mary Jo owns 
MJ’s Cheesecakes of  Northwood.

Hagen definitely has a large 
heart. In addition to fighting for a 

cure for cancer, he pays tribute to 
a Korean War buddy, Paul Mehle. 
Hagen wears a VFW medal in his 
honor. He was killed on July 15 and 
the war ended 10 days later.

“All the people here today are 
important,” Hagen told the crowd. 
They responded with loud applause. 
Hagen jokingly responded, “Is the 
applause because I’m not going to 
be around much longer?”

The funds now go to the Eagles 
Cancer Telethon in Rochester, to 
the University of  Minnesota and to 
the Hormel Institute. 

Family fun nights 
coming to library

As we changed 
calendars for the 
New Year, Bloom-
ing Prairie Branch 
Library wants to 
invite you to some 
special family events 
coming up in the 
next five months. 

Mark them on 
your calendar and 
make a date with 
your children or 
grandchildren for 
our Family Fun 
Nights! 

In cooperation with the Bloom-
ing Prairie Early Childhood 
Family Education preschool 
teachers, one Thursday evening 
each month at 6:30 p.m. we invite 
you to join us in the City Coun-
cil Chambers for stories, songs, 
crafts, and fun.

Here are the dates 
and the topics for 
each month:

Jan. 17 - Tropical 
Paradise - wear your 
Hawaiian shirts, 
bring your beach 
towels, and join us 
on an imaginary trip 
to warmer locations.

Feb. 28 - Harry 
Birthday, Dr. Seuss!

March 21 - Go, Go 
Guineas!

April 25 - Hoppy 
Hour (with my favorite animals)

May 16 - Kid Friendly
One last thought for the New 

Year from Charlie “Tremendous” 
Jones:

You will be the same person in 
five years as you are today except 
for the people you meet and the 
books you read.

LIBRARY BOOK NOOK

A flavor of  country music will 
be coming to the Steele County 
Free Fair this year, fair officials 
announced last week.

Country music entertainer and 
recording artist Chris Hawkey 
will be performing at the grand-
stand on Thursday, Aug. 15. 

Hawkey began recording music 
in Nashville in 2010 and has had 
many songs on the Billboard 
National Country charts. 

“Chris Hawkey Band has been 
playing to record crowds all over 

the U.S. as both a headliner and 
direct support for Country Music 
stars,” said Wayne Steele, the 
fair’s entertainment director. 

In addition to performing coun-
try music, Hawkey is also the co-
host and producer of  Powertrip 
Morning Show on sports giant 
KFAN Radio. He also produces 
the radio broadcasts of  the Min-
nesota Vikings football games for 
the Vikings Radio Network. 

Steele said tickets will be avail-
able at a later date.

Country music  
coming to Steele Fair

Did you know 
that two out of  five 
Minnesota homes 
have high Radon 
levels? 

What is Radon? 
Radon is a col-
orless, odorless 
radioactive gas 
that naturally 
comes from the 
soil. Radon can en-
ter any building—
homes, offices, and 
schools—and re-
sult in a high indoor radon level. 
Radon gives off radioactive parti-
cles that, when breathed in, can 
damage the lining of  the lungs.  

Radon is a serious public health 
issue in Minnesota, where two in 
five homes tested have radon lev-
els that are a major health risk. 
Minnesota has high radon levels 
due to its unique geology and cold 
climate. During the winter, home 
heating systems tend to draw in 
radon gas from the soil, increas-
ing radon levels inside the home. 
Many Minnesotans also use base-
ments as living spaces, which can 
increase radon exposure.

Why is Radon a health con-
cern? The U.S. Surgeon General 
has warned that radon is the 
second leading cause of  lung 
cancer in the United States today. 
Only smoking causes more lung 
cancer deaths. If  your home has 
high radon levels and you smoke, 
your risk of  lung cancer is even 
higher. Radon accounts for about 
21,000 lung cancer deaths every 
year. You don’t have to be a smok-
er to get lung cancer; 2,900 lung 
cancer deaths were nonsmokers.

How does radon exposure 
happen? Radon is present every-
where, but the greatest exposure 
is inside buildings. Radon expo-
sure is most likely to happen at 
home, where people spend most 
of  their time. Your home can have 
high radon levels whether it is old 
or new, well-sealed or drafty, and 
with or without a basement. All 
houses have some radon, but even 
houses next to each other can 
have very different radon levels. 
The only way to measure your 
radon risk is to test your home. 
If  you do have high radon levels 
in your home, there are ways to 
reduce it. 

What is a safe level of  radon? 

Any radon level 
poses some health 
risk. While it is not 
possible to reduce 
radon to zero, the 
best approach is to 
lower the radon level 
as much as possible. 
The Environmental 
Protection Agency 
(EPA) has set the ac-
tion level at 4 pCI/L 
(picocuries of  radon 
per liter of  air). It is 
highly recommend-

ed at 4 pCi/L or higher a radon 
mitigation system is installed to 
reduce the radon level.

What can I do? The Minnesota 
Department of  Health (MDH) 
recommends all Minnesotans test 
their home for radon. A radon 
test is the only way to find out 
how much radon is in your home.  
You can test your home yourself  
or hire a professional. The result 
from a properly performed test 
will help you decide if  you need to 
reduce your home’s radon levels.

Where can I get a radon test 
kit? Steele County Public Health 
offers FREE short-term radon 
test kits. All you need to do is 
stop at the office located at 635 
Florence Ave. in Owatonna and 
request a free test. There are 
health specialists available to an-
swer any questions you may have 
and can explain how to properly 
perform the test.

What if  my test level is deter-
mined to be high? If  the level is 
high you should hire a licensed 
radon professional to install a 
radon mitigation system. Radon 
mitigation is any process or 
system used to reduce radon con-
centrations in buildings. Radon 
mitigation systems usually use a 
fan to continuously pull air from 
the soil and exhaust it outdoors 
through a pipe.  

If  you have questions about ra-
don, please feel free to call Steele 
County Public Health at 507-444-
7661 or go to the MN Department 
of  Health website for further 
information.  

Have a happy and healthy 2019!
Andrea Marshall is a health 

educator with Steele County Public 
Health in Owatonna. Steele Talkin’ 
is a regular column featuring au-
thors representing various organi-
zations around Steele County.

Keeping your home  
safe from radon

Steele Talkin’ 
ANDREA MARSHALL

BY CHRIS BALDWIN
STAFF WRITER

With the current pavement condi-
tion of  Rose Street, Owatonna and 
Steele County have been mulling 
over how to approach a rehabilita-
tion of  the pavement for a few years 
now.

On Thursday, Jan. 10, an open 
house was held at the Steele County 
Community Center in Owatonna 
to educate the public on plans to 
do pavement rehabilitation work 
on Rose Street and Oak Avenue, as 
well as convert Oak Avenue from a 
4-lane road to a 3-lane road and add 
a mini-roundabout at Grove Avenue 
and Rose Street. Also in the works 
are plans for traffic signal modi-
fications and pedestrian crossing 
enhancements at CSAH 45 (Oak 
Avenue) and School Street.

Preliminary drawings were 
available and community members 
had the opportunity to give public 
comment on the proposed improve-
ments. “The purpose of  tonight’s 
meeting is for businesses and resi-
dents to give input and learn about 
the projects,” County Engineer Greg 
Ilkka said.

“Rose Street is in tough shape,” 
he explained, adding that, “the 
concrete rehab is the biggest part 
of  the work and most of  that will 
happen on Rose Street.” Ilkka and 
others in attendance were adamant 
that the project would increase the 
lifespan of  those roads. “We want 
to get another 20 years out of  Rose 
and another 10 years out of  Oak,” 
he said.

City Administrator Kris Busse 

explained that the city and county 
formed a committee that deals with 
traffic issues, and that these projects 
were born out of  that entity. “It has 
been good working with the county. 
We appreciate their willingness and 
their communication,” Busse said.

City Council President Greg 
Schultz reiterated Busse’s thoughts 
on the cooperation between the city 
and county. “There’s been good 
communication back and forth 
between the county and the city,” he 
said. He also added that the condi-
tion of  Rose was a motivating factor 
in these projects saying, “Rose has 
been here a long time.”

While the rehabilitation is a large 
part of  the proposal, City Engineer 
Kyle Skov explained that Oak Ave-
nue will see a more minimal rehab 
effort. “Oak was addressed partially 
last year when the county did a slab 
jacking project to level out offsets,” 
he said.

“Half  of  the road will be closed 
at a time,” Skov explained of  the 
planned construction. “We’re aim-
ing for summer of  2019, but we want 
to try and be flexible in our target 
for better pricing,” he said. “We 
want to condense it to a reasonable 
amount of  time but also need to give 
the construction enough time to get 
it done.”

Skov was in agreement with SRF 
consultants who were on hand 
during the open house on the viabil-
ity of  a 3-lane road as opposed to a 
4-lane. “It was thought that it might 
be safer and would move traffic 
better,” he said. Skov explained that 
having a designated turn lane would 
allow traffic to continue to flow in 
each of  the regular lanes.

Matt Hansen, a design engineer 
with SRF, said that converting from 
a 4-lane to a 3-lane has lots of  safety 
benefits, particularly for pedestri-
ans. He also explained the consult-
ing process. “We did a thorough 
study and assessment in 2018 and 
presented the county with recom-
mendations.”

Agreeing with Hansen’s assess-
ment of  improved pedestrian safety, 
SRF Senior Engineer Tom Sachi 
said that, “a 3-lane section reduces 
the multiple threat issue of  one driv-
er stopping and another continuing 
in the other lane.”

Assistant County Engineer Paul 
Sponholz described the duration of  
the projects and some of  the finer 
details involved. “Most likely be-
tween the two projects, it will last all 
summer,” Sponholz said. “Oak will 
be easier and we will maintain one 
lane in each direction.”

The notion of  adding a round-
about at Rose Street and Grove 
Avenue was seen as carrying many 
benefits. “A roundabout was eval-
uated and considered to be safer, 
cheaper, and more efficient traffic 
wise,” Sponholz explained. “What 
we call a modern roundabout has a 
lot of  better design functions than 
an older traffic circle.”

Sponholz estimated the construc-
tion cost would be around $2.3 mil-
lion for Rose Street and $300,000 for 
Oak Avenue. Twenty-five percent of  
those costs will be paid by the city, 
with the remainder paid through 
sales tax.“We’re still working on a 
second open house to put out the 
final plans and the construction 
strategy,” Sponholz added.

Open house reveals plans for major road project in Owatonna

STAFF PHOTO BY HOWARD LESTRUD
Brenna Hagen and her grandfather Whitey Hagen each placed a bar tray on their 
heads and paraded through a crowded Geneva Bar & Grill to collect $487.25 to 
help in the fight for a cure for cancer.
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Dear Savvy 
Senior,

Can I deduct 
my Medicare 
premiums, 
deductibles and 
copayments on my 
income taxes? I had 
a knee replacement 
surgery last year 
and spent quite a 
bit on medical care 
out-of-pocket and 
would like to know 
what all I can write 
off.

Frugal Dave

Dear Dave,
The short answer is yes, you can 

deduct your Medicare costs but 
only if  you meet certain conditions 
required by the IRS. Here’s how it 
works.

As a taxpayer, you’re allowed to 
deduct many medical and dental 
expenses as well as your Medicare 
out-of-pocket costs. But you can 
deduct only those expenses that 
exceed 7.5 percent of  your 2018 
adjusted gross income (AGI), and 
you’ll also need to itemize your 
deductions. Next year, (2019 tax 
season) the threshold will rise to 10 
percent.

Here’s an example. Let’s say that 
your AGI in 2018 was $50,000. Of  
that, 7.5 percent is $3,750. If  your 
total allowable medical expenses 
last year were $8,000, you’d be 
able to deduct $4,250 ($8,000 minus 
$3,750). But, if  your medical 
expenses were less than $3,750, you 
couldn’t claim any as a deduction. 

You also need to understand that 
when taking a medical expense 
deduction, you don’t actually 
get back every dollar you claim. 
While a tax credit reduces 
your taxes dollar-for-dollar, 
tax deductions simply reduce 
your taxable income, and your 
savings ultimately depend on 
the effective rate at which you’re 
taxed. So, for example, if  you 
qualify for a $4,250 deduction 
and your effective tax rate is 
22 percent, you would get $935 
in savings from that particular 
deduction.

To get this deduction you will 

need to file an itemized Schedule A 
(1040) tax return. You cannot claim 
medical expenses on Form 1040A or 
Form 1040EZ.

ALLOWABLE MEDICAL EXPENSES
The list of  allowable medical 

expenses, as defined by the IRS, 
is long and fairly flexible. As a 
Medicare beneficiary, you can 
deduct your monthly premiums for 
Part B, Part C (Medicare Advantage 
plans), Part D drug plans, and any 
supplemental (Medigap) insurance 
you have. If  you have to pay a 
premium for Part A, that’s allowed 
too. You can also deduct the cost of  
all your deductibles, coinsurance, 
and copayments under Medicare.

In addition, you’re also allowed to 
deduct the cost of  medical services 
not covered by Medicare, including 
dental treatment, vision care, 
prescription eyeglasses, hearing 
aids, and even long-term care. They 
also allow transportation to and 
from medical treatment to count 
as an eligible medical expense. 
And if  necessary, you may even 
be able to deduct home alterations 

and equipment, like 
entrance ramps, grab 
bars, stair lifts etc., 
that can help you age 
in place. 

Some things, 
however, you cannot 
deduct like vitamins 
and supplements 
unless recommended 
by a physician to 
treat a specific 
medical condition. 
And Medicare late 
penalties added to 
Part B or Part D 

premiums. Medicare beneficiaries 
who fail to sign up during their 
initial enrollment period are 
typically hit with a penalty that 
gets added to their monthly 
premiums, but these additional 
costs won’t count for tax purposes. 

For more information, including 
a detailed rundown of  allowable 
and unallowable medical expenses, 
see IRS Publication 502 “Medical 
and Dental Expenses” at IRS.gov/
pub/irs-pdf/p502.pdf  or call the IRS 
at 800-829-3676 and ask them to mail 
you a copy.

Send your senior 
questions to: Savvy 
Senior, P.O. Box 5443, 
Norman, OK 73070, 
or visit SavvySenior.
org. Jim Miller is a 
contributor to the 
NBC Today show 
and author of “The 
Savvy Senior” book.

History from the News Archives
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Prairie Manor Care Center 
& Heather Haus

220 3rd St. NW,
Blooming Prairie
583-4434

Owatonna High School seniors, 
Emily Rahrick and Zach Barrett, 
have been nominated for the 
Minnesota State High School 
League (MSHSL) Academics, Arts 
and Athletics Award (Triple A).

Established in 1988, the Triple 
A Award acknowledges a male 
and female high school senior 
with a 3.0 or higher GPA who 
participates in League-sponsored 
athletic programs and fine arts 
activities such as theater, speech 
and music. The Triple “A” Award 
recipients are selected through 
a multi-level process involving 
member schools of  the league 
(Owatonna High School), the 
League’s administrative regions 
(Region 1AA), and a special 
committee of  educators, business 
leaders, and members from the 
fine arts and athletic communities 
(State Level).  

Both Rahrick and Barrett 
are participants in a variety of  

programs at Owatonna High 
School and involved in our 
communities. 

Rahrick’s awards and activities 
at Owatonna include: National 
Honor Society; Band (4 years) Solo/
Ensemble contest superior rating (2 
years), Choir (2 years), Orchestra (3  
years); Girls Varsity Tennis Team 
(6 years) Tennis Captain (2 years) 
Tennis All-Conference (4 years) 

State Tennis participant (1 year); 
Varsity Track and Field  (3 years) 
Track and Field Captain (1 year).

Barrett’s awards and activities 
at Owatonna include: Band (4 
years) Solo/Ensemble contest 
superior rating (3 years); Choir 
(4 years) Solo/Ensemble contest 
superior rating (1 year); Orchestra 
(2 years); Boys Soccer (4 years) All-
Conference (1 year) State Soccer 
participant (1 year); Basketball (2 
years); Track and Field (3 years) 

Track and Field Captain (1 year) 
Track and Field All-Conference (1 
year).             

The MSHSL’s Administrative 
Regions will review the Triple A 
nominees from its member schools.  
Owatonna is in Region 1AA.  The 
top male and female students in 
the state, as determined by a points 
system, will be announced by 
MSHSL officials this spring. 

Triple A nominees named for Owatonna

EMILY RAHRICKZACH BARRETT

10 Years Ago
Jan. 13, 2009

DAN EVANS, PUBLISHER

The candidates for Snow Week at 
Blooming Prairie High School have 
been announced. King candidates are 
Israel Clark, Josh Johnson, Derek 
Resler, Ryan Noble and Grady Pyburn. 
Queen candidates are Mackenzie Ohm, 
Lindsey Raker, Samone Read, Courtney 
Severtson and Krista Young.

Mike and Crystal Studer are the 
happy parents of  the first Blooming 
Prairie baby of  2009, Jaxson Miachel 
Studer. At 7:57 p.m. on Jan. 3, exactly 
one week before her due date, 
Crystal delivered a baby boy. Jaxon 
and his parents win a basket full of  
merchandise and gift certificates 
donated by local businesses.

During its Christmas party on Jan. 3, 
the Blooming Prairie Fire Department 
honored six recently retired firefighters 
for their service to the community. 
Chuck Wagner, David Kahnke, James 
Trotman, Larry Christianson, Brad 
Clark and Kevin Christianson retired 
from the department between 2007 and 
2008. They served a combined 103 years, 
including Wagner who had the most at 
30 years.

20 Years Ago
Jan. 12, 1999

ELSIE SLINGER, PUBLISHER

Ron Anderson took the oath of  office 
for mayor of  Blooming Prairie last 
week from city administrator Mike 
Rietz. Anderson started his two-year 
term Monday night at the monthly 
council meeting.

Train activity through Blooming 
Prairie will increase now that the 
I&M Rail Link has started using the 
former Soo Line railroad, which passes 
through here on its was to St. Paul to 
the north and Mason City, Iowa to the 
south. The train traffic will increase up 
to six per day.

Nick Schiefert and his wife Amanda 
are the new owners of  the local Dairy 
Queen. Nick is being honored by the 
Blooming Prairie Jaycees.

It has been four years since the U.S. 
Postal Service changed its rates. The 
new 33-cent First Class letter rate 
became effective Jan. 10.

50 Years Ago
Jan. 8, 1969

VICTOR, VERNON & VRYLE KREJCI, 
PUBLISHERS

Steven Frank Krejci, 16-year-old son 
of  Mr. and Mrs. Victor Krejci, met an 
untimely death when the car he was 
driving went out of  control and into 
a ditch at 1 a.m. Jan. 1. The one-car 
mishap occurred on Dodge County 
Road 2, three miles east of  Blooming 
Prairie. Steven was thrown from the 
vehicle when it overturned in the ditch, 
and he lived only a short time after the 
accident.

Police Chief  Jens K. Jorgensen 
released this week information 
contained in his report of  1968 
activities by the Blooming Prairie 
Police Department. The report revealed 
that local police officers made a total 
of  93 arrests during 1968 for a variety 
of  violations. Total fines assessed by 
the justice-of-the-peace amounted to 
$1,835. There were 28 auto accidents 
investigated during the year, amounting 
to $8,720 in property damage. There 
were no traffic deaths in BP in 1968.

Erwin Muri, First District 
commissioner from Ellendale, was 
elected Monday of  this week to the 
chairmanship of  the Steele County 
Board of  Commissioners for 1969. 
Albert Yentsch of  Blooming Prairie 
was elected vice chairman. Robert 
Jurgenson of  Owatonna served as 
chairman of  the board during the past 
year.

75 Years Ago
Jan. 13, 1944

FRANK KREJCI, PUBLISHER

At the annual meeting of  officers and 
directors of  the Farmers & Merchants 
State Bank, it was voted to increase 
the surplus fund by $9,000, making 
the total surplus of  this banking 
institution total $44,000. All the former 
officers and directors were re-elected. 
E.O. Habberstad is president and F.J. 
Faltejek is vice president.

The annual directors’ meeting of  
the First National Bank was held in 
the banking house Tuesday. Election 
resulted in the same men heading the 
institution for another year. C.T. Farr 
is president and chairman of  the board 
while A.L. Fosteson is executive vice 
president.
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Area diving 
club offers 

scuba classes

INDIVISIBLE set to present to Owatonna council

Sons of Norway to feature 
Scandinavian tour

Vet’s officer sets 
outreach hours

JAN. 15
10:30 a.m. – Storytime, BP 

Library 
2 p.m. – Intro to Computers, 

BP Library 
2:30 p.m. – BP Public 

Utilities Meeting
4:30 p.m. – Fire Commission 

Meeting 
5:30 p.m. – Ambulance 

Commission Meeting
7 p.m. – Planning and 

Zoning Meeting 

JAN. 16 
10:30 a.m. – Storytime, BP 

Library 

JAN. 17 
6 p.m. – Annual Chamber 

Banquet, Servicemen’s Club 

BLOOMING PRAIRIE

JAN. 15 
9:30 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. – 

Tale Time, Owatonna Library 

ELLENDALE/HOPE/GENEVA

OWATONNA/MEDFORD

JAN. 15 
6:15 p.m. – Tae Kwon Do, 

Ellendale Gym  

JAN. 16
10 a.m. – SEMCAC, 

Community Building  
5:30 p.m. – Community Ed-

Rosemaling for Beginners, NR 
HS Art Room 

Classes offered at Owatonna Arts Center
Learning how to transfer images 

using the Grid Method will be the focus 
of a one-day workshop at the Owatonna 
Art Center on Saturday, Feb. 2 from 11 
a.m. to 3 p.m.

Ann Magnusson will host the 
workshop for people to learn to use the 
Grid Method to transfer and/or enlarge 
an image of your choice onto a drawing 
surface. The Grid can be used to create 
photo-realistic drawings or paintings 
when accuracy is important. It is a 
simple method, used for centuries by 
artists and is an easily understood aid 
for artists of all abilities.

Magnusson will discuss the Grid, its 
applications and then using a photo of 
your choice, you’ll be guided through 
the grid method process, step by step. 
Once comfortable with the process, 
you’ll be encouraged to continue with 
the transfer and perfect the drawing at 
your own pace and according to your 
experience.

Participants are asked to bring a bag 
lunch and beverage. 

Magnusson said she will also take 
time to view her exhibition in the 
Galleries, Interior and Portraits, and 

relate my work to the workshop topic.
Basic drawing materials will be 

provided. Individuals may want to 
bring additional supplies such as 
pastels, charcoal, water-based paints 
and brushes plus any specific paper 
or canvas needed for these additional 
materials.

“It will be a focused workshop, 
you’ll be surprised by the results you 
can achieve using this method,” said 
Magnusson.

To register, call the Arts Center at 507-
451-0533. Deadline is Jan. 25.

For further information or questions, 
please feel free to contact Magnusson at 
aemagnus1@gmail.com.

On Feb. 3 from 1-3 p.m., there will be 
a Figurative Clay Relief Tile Workshop 
with Kathy Mommsen at the Arts 
Center. 

The class is free, but pre-registration 
is required (maximum 8 students). You 
must be 16 years or older. No experience 
is necessary.

Participants will glaze a tile while 
observing a dancer posing.

Tiles will be able to be picked up on 
Sunday, Feb. 10 from 1-4 p.m.

In this free workshop, artist Kathy 
Mommsen will show you how to draw 
and glaze dancers on ceramic tiles. You 
will start with a fired relief tile and 
you will learn Kathy’s black maiolica 
glazing process while observing local 
dancer, Julie Deetz, posing in the studio. 
You will first do a wax drawing and then 
you will paint with overglazes on a tile 
while observing a model to understand 
that drawing directly on clay gives 
emotion to the art. You will be able to 
keep the tiles you create. The tiles will 
be fired after the workshop and be ready 
to pick up during the opening of

Kathy’s Emotional Expression Clay 
Relief Sculptures Show at the Owatonna 
Arts Center, Sunday, Feb. 10 from 1-4 
p.m.

Kathy Mommsen is a fiscal year 2018 
recipient of an Artist Initiative grant 
from the Minnesota State Arts Board. 
This activity is made possible by the 
voters of Minnesota through a grant 
from the Minnesota State Arts Board, 
thanks to a legislative appropriation by 
the Minnesota State Legislature; and by 
a grant from the National Endowment 
for the Arts.

It may only be the start of 
2019, but the Steele County 
Free Fair is already looking 
ahead to the 2020 fair.

Publicity director Wayne 
Steele is requesting folks 
to submit their suggestions 
for a theme for the 2020 fair 
by March 1, 2019. The fair 
traditionally has reached out 
to the greater community 
for help in coming up with a 
theme.

The theme for the 2019 fair 

is “Summer Days Carnival 
Lights.”

Steele also announced 
that applications are being 
accepted for 2019 Century 
Farms in Steele County. The 
forms are available at the fair 
office. 

Century Farms will be 
recognized on the opening 
day of the fair, Aug. 13. 

Farms that qualify for the 
Century Farm recognition 
are those that are at least 100 

years old in 2019 according 
to abstract of title, land 
patent, original deed, county 
land records, court file in 
registration proceedings or 
other authentic land records. 
The family must have owned 
the farm for 100 years or 
more. Ownership must be 
continuous. 

Application forms 
may be obtained online 
at MNstatefair.org. The 
deadline is March 1.

The Nortonna Lodge 1-638 of the Sons of 
Norway will meet on Monday, Jan. 21. Supper 
will be served at 6 p.m. for a cost of $8 at the 
Owatonna Elks Lodge, 126 East Vine St.

This month’s program will be 
“Scandinavian Tour 2018” with Paul and 
Cindy Hokanson. Enjoy photos and stories 
from their trip to Norway, Denmark, and 
Iceland.

 If you would like more information on 
the Nortonna Lodge of the Sons of Norway, 
contact Cindy or Paul Hokanson at 507-451-
9301.

Outreach hours for Steele County’s 
Veterans Service officer are back for 
2019.

For January, Rene Gilormini has set 
his outreach hours for this Thursday, 
Jan. 17 from 9:30-10:30 a.m. at the 
Blooming Prairie Servicemen’s Club and 
11-11:30 a.m. at the Ellendale Community 
Building.

In his role as veteran’s service officer, 
Gilormini holds monthly outreach hours 
throughout the year. 

For those wishing to learn 
more about scuba diving, the 
Owatonna Diving Club has 
the opportunity for you.

The club will sponsor a 
free Discover Scuba class on 
Feb. 6. 

Sign-up is being handled 
through the Owatonna 
Community Education at 
Owatonnacommunityed.org 
or by calling 507-444-7900.

The club also encourages 
people to check out SCUBA 
classes through community 
education. Regular classes 
will be offered on Feb. 13. 

Owatonna will soon be 
designated as a “Pollinator 
Friendly City.”

On Tuesday, Jan. 22, 
Steele County INDIVISIBLE 
will meet at 6 p.m. at the 
Owatonna City Council 
Chambers in West Hills 
to hear a presentation 
about the importance of 
supporting pollinators 
before presenting a 
resolution to the Owatonna 
City Council about becoming 

a pollinator friendly city.
Steele County 

INDIVISIBLE is a grassroots 
organization committed to 
the progressive movement 
begun by the 2017 Women’s 
March encouraging 
grassroots activism at the 
local, regional, and national 
levels. Everyone is Welcome. 
We speak with many voices 
following the principals 
of the Women’s March 
Minnesota in the pursuit of 

truth, equity, and justice.  
Twice monthly 

meetings of Steele County 
INDIVISIBLE are regularly 
held at noon on second 
Tuesday each month and at 
6 p.m. on the fourth Tuesday 
each month at the Owatonna 
Public Library, third floor 
Gainey Room. Meetings 
are free and open to the 
public. All are welcome.

Help name the Steele fair’s theme for 2020

GIVE THEM EVERY REASON TO SMILE

583.6613
132 2nd Ave NE | Blooming Prairie MN

J&H LIQUOR

BUSINESS FOR SALE
Need a career change?
Be your own boss!
Great opportunity to own this hometown bar/off-sale.
Contact Harvey for details

WE CAN ACCOMMODATE 
YOUR BIRTHDAY, ANNIVERSARY, 

OR RETIREMENT PARTY

ALL EVENT DETAILS AVAILABLE AT J&H LIQUOR

340 E. Main St., Blooming Prairie • 583-7557

Bar Bingo Mondays  6:30 p.m. 
Bloomin’ Grapevine Wine Club Tuesdays 7-8:30 P.M. • Jan 29, Feb 26, 
March 19, April 16
Wine Tasting Gala  May 7 Season Finale 7-9 P.M.Benefits BP Youth Club
Customer Appreciation Day 33 Years in Business • April 6 
Cruise for Cancer Ride June 22
Street Dance “Red Dirt Road Band” July 3 
B.O.B. Ride “Toys for Tots” July 20 

SEMCAC SENIOR 
DINING MENU
Call 583-7369 Day before 10-1 to reserve 
B. P. Sr. Center 11:30-12  M-F Ellendale M-W-F 11:30-12

Jan 16 Italian Chicken Breast, Rice Pilaf, Buttered 
Carrots, Green Salad/Dressing, Cranberry Sauce, 
Cream Puff

Jan 17 Pork Loin, Mashed Potatoes/Gravy, Fresh 
Squash, Beet Pickles, Flavored Ice Cream

Jan 18 Meat Loaf, Scalloped Potatoes, Brussel Sprouts 
Home Made Dinner Roll, Mandarin Orange Dessert

Jan 21 BBQ Rib Pattie, Parsley Butterd Potatoes, 
Pineapple Slice, Coleslaw, Pears with Caramel Sauce

Jan 22 Taco Casserole, Fruit Salad, Seafoam Dessert
Jan 23 Beef Roast, Mashed Potatoes/Gravy, Harvard 

Beets, Pea/Pickle/Cheese Salad, Home Made Dinner 
Roll, Banana

BLOOMING PRAIRIE 
LUNCH MENU
Jan 16 Italian Stromboli, Chicken Bacon Ranch Melt, 

Garden Salad 

Jan 17 Beefy Nachos with Cheese,  
Turkey Deli Sandwich, Refried Beans

Jan 18 Roast Turkey & Gravy, Chicken Caesar Salad, 
Mashed Potatoes, Rip Stick Breadstick,  
Chocolate Chip Cookie

Jan 21 No School 

Jan 22 Southern Food Day French Toast Sticks, 
Sausage Patty, Hot Ham & Cheese Flatbread,  
Black Eyed Pea Salad

Jan 23 BBQ Meatball Sub, Beef Stroganoff,  
Whole Grain Dinner Roll, Garlic & Herb Broccoli,  
Mini Rice Krispies Treat

Part-time Food Delivery position for noon meal 
program in Owatonna. Monday through Friday.  

2.5 hours/day. Vehicle and valid driver’s license required. 
Mileage is reimbursed. Paid Holidays.

For more information and application, visit www.semcac.org or 
contact Semcac Senior Nutrition,  

PO Box 549 Rushford MN 55971 (507) 864-8231.

Applications must be postmarked by January 18, 2019. EOE

CAREGIVER – PART-TIME MORNINGS
Growing home care agency seeks a caregiver part-time Tuesday and 
Friday (or Monday and Thursday) for meal prep - must like to cook –  
to help elderly lady do meal prep and light housekeeping. and provide 
companionship and socialization. Client lives in between Owatonna and 
Blooming Prairie. Prior experience in client care or home care desired 
but not necessary. Agency will train. Positive work environment. Please 
respond with name and best phone number to reach you to  
ahartsook@visitingangels.com.

Part-time Assistant Cook for noon meal program in 
Owatonna Senior Place. Monday thru Fridays. Approx 29 
hours per week. Paid Holidays/Vacation/Sick Leave/401k.

For more information and application,  
visit www.semcac.org or contact Semcac Senior Nutrition,  

PO Box 549 Rushford MN 55971   (507)864-8231.
Applications must be postmarked by January 23, 2019. EOE
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COLLEGE NEWS

Area students named 
to Dean’s Lists

Several area students 
have been named to the 
Dean’s Lists at their respec-
tive colleges for the Fall 
2018 semster.

Natalie Greiner of  
Owatonna has been named 
to the Dean’s List for high 
academic achievement at 
Bob Jones University in 
Greenville, S.C.

To qualify for the Dean’s 
List, students must earn a 
3.0-3.74 GPA. 

Bob Jones is a Christian 
liberal arts college. 

Greiner is a junior 
accounting major at Bob 
Jones.

At North Dakota State 
University in Fargo, Alec 
Holcomb, sport manage-
ment, of  Owatonna and 
Elias R. Lazaro, architec-
ture, of  Hollandale were 
named to the Dean’s List. 

A student must earn a 
3.5 GPA or higher and be 
enrolled in at least 12 class 
credits to qualify for the 
Dean’s List at NDSU.

OBITUARIES

Joyce 
Haflinger 
entered into 
rest Friday, 
Jan. 4, 2019 
in her home 
at Sunridge 
Retirement 
Community, 
Colorado 
Springs, Colo.

She was the daughter of  Ed-
ward and Frances Ditlevson, 
born on Aug. 11, 1926 in Bloom-
ing Prairie.  Joyce was the old-
est of  six children, four sisters 
and a brother.  She graduated 
from Blooming Prairie High 
School in 1945.  Her family at-
tended First Baptist, and at age 
10 Joyce became a Christian, 
receiving Jesus Christ as Lord 
of  her life. The foundation of  

her life and her daily strength 
were the principles found in 
God’s word, the Bible.

After high school, she 
worked at the JW Thomas 
clothing store in Minneapolis, 
and then as a secretary at 
Hormel in Austin.  Joyce felt 
called to work at the Moody 
Bible Institute in Chicago, 
Ill.  She moved there with her 
sister, Nola, in 1949, and began 
working in the service depart-
ment. Later she became the 
office manager of  the music 
department. Joyce met Carl 
Haflinger while working at 
Moody. They were engaged on 
Joyce’s birthday, Aug. 11, 1950.  
One year later, to the day, they 
married in 1951.

Carl and Joyce could not 
have children of  their own, 

so they chose adoption. They 
were blessed to adopt Elizabeth 
in November 1960, and Jona-
than in  September 1964.

She was known for her love 
of  children, serving in church 
with Sunday school, singing in 
choir, and serving special and 
delicious meals to her family. 
Joyce was a great listener. She 
taught herself  accounting and 
applied this in keeping books 
for several companies.

Joyce and Carl lived in 
Chicago 50+ years and had 
the great joy of  retiring to 
Blooming Prairie for eight 
years, once again seeing dear 
relatives and friends. They 
attended First Baptist Church 
from 2008-2016.  

Joyce is survived by her for-
ever and always husband, Carl, 

of  67 years;  her one remaining 
sister, Nola, from Ely, Minn.;  
her daughter - Beth (Tim) 
Gunsolley;  son - Jon (Debby) 
Haflinger;  grandchildren - 
Randi,  Lauren and Taylor 
Floyd,  Trenton Gunsolley 
and Ian Haflinger;  two great 
grandchildren – Tristan and 
Rissa and baby Floyd is on the 
way!

She was preceded in death 
by her parents, her brother, 
Lynwood, and three of  her 
sisters: Delnora, Marian and 
Connie.

A memorial service was held 
in Colorado Springs and in-
ternment will be in the future, 
at the Danish Baptist Cemetery 
in Blooming Prairie.

Joyce A.  (Ditlevson)  Haflinger, formerly of BP

Prices good - 1/13 - 1/19

237 Hwy Ave. S.  |  Locally Owned & Operated  |  507-583-6671

Check out   UR     LLAR Selection!O OD

Old Dutch 
Family Size 
Potato Chips
9.5 oz

2/$5

Pepsi 
Products
8 Pk.
12 oz. Btls

$3.99

Pepsi Products
12 Pk.
12 oz. Cans

 2/$8.88

Pepsi 
Products

20 Pk.
12 oz. Cans

$7.49

Lipton
Tea

12 Pk

$5.99

Pure Leaf
Tea
6 Pk

$4.99

January 16
Jimmy Mans
Lauren Hines

January 17
Kim Lea
Hailey Naatz
Sailor Lea

January 18
Paul Master
Grady Strand
Chelsie Hansen

January 19
Carol Holman
Bob Farr

January 20
Cameron Brown
Joe Prizler

January 21
Kennedy Bishop
Dale Borchert
Laura Thomas

January 22
Andrew Schwarz
Joseph Schwarz
Elaine Schwarz
Carol Braaten
Jon Esplan
Kyle Krueger

January 21
Mike and Katie Ingvalson

Deli Sandwiches Daily Specials
ALL COME WITH A COOKIE & CHIPS

The Bakery
Main Street  •  Blooming Prairie  •  583-4433

Best kept secret!

Tuesday - Ham
Wednesday - Turkey

Thursday - Your Choice
Friday - Beef

Birthdays

Anniversaries

Call for an appointment today

583-2271
1-866-5DR-CHAD

344 E. Main Street
Downtown Blooming Prairie

www.drchad.org

Recipe

   C
orner

APPLE 
CINAMMON 

BATTER BREAD

Sponsored by

Krejci Ford
15th Presidents Award Winner
Blooming Prairie, 583-2046

INGREDIENTS:
2 tsp active dry yeast
1-1/4 cups warm water
3 tbsp sugar
1 tsp cinnamon
1/4 tsp nutmeg
1 apple - peeled, cored, and chopped into small bits
2 tbsp vegetable oil
1 tsp salt
2-2/3 cups all-purpose flour

DIRECTIONS: 
In a medium bowl, add the yeast and water. Stir mixture until 
the yeast is dissolved. Add sugar, cinnamon, nutmeg, apple, 
oil, salt, and 2 cups of flour. Mix well. Mix in the remaining 
2/3 cup of flour. Cover bowl with clean kitchen towel or with 
plastic wrap. Let the batter rise in a warm, draft free place for 
30 minutes. Stir down the batter. Scrape batter into a greased 
bread pan, 9x5x3 inches. Cover the bread pan and let the batter 
rise in a warm, draft free place for another 30 minutes or until 
doubled in size. Bake the loaf at 375 degrees F for 45 minutes or 
until the bread sounds hollow when tapped on. Remove the loaf 
from pan and let cool on a bread rack.

This week’s panther of the week is Quinn Wayne. Quinn lives outside of 
Ellendale with her parents Brandon and Jodi. She has one older sister 
Eva and one older brother Owen. Quinn is in Ms. Beenken’s second 
grade class at NRHEG.

She is a wonderful leader in the classroom and is always willing to 
help out wherever needed! Quinn is outgoing and has a kind and giving 
heart. Her creativity and happiness makes her a wonderful friend that 
we can always count on! She is always showing her Panther Pride and 
is very respectful to her teachers. Quinn works hard each and every day 
in school and always tries her best. You can always find Quinn wearing 
a friendly smile, way to go Quinn!

Quinn’s favorite food is spaghetti and her two favorite movies are 
“Sing” and “Trolls.” Her favorite book series to read are “Magic Puppy” 
and “Puppy Place.” Quinn has many exciting hobbies that include: 
gymnastics, singing, dancing and drawing. She also loves playing the 
card game pig with her brother and beating him at it!

Keep up the great work Quinn!Quinn Wayne

Sponsored by:

of the Week

507-363-9275 • 877-754-0592 • www.bertrandmemorial.com

•  Allow us to help you select a 
memorial that is right for you

• Locations in Rochester & Austin
• Serving Southern MN and Northern IA Bob Remker

• Uncompromising Quality
• Timeless Remembrance
• Enduring Beauty

Come hungry Jan. 20 for BP 
Cancer Group pancake breakfast

Come and celebrate the Blooming Prairie Cancer Group’s latest donation 
to the Fifth District Eagles Telethon by having a breakfast at the Pizza 
Cellar on Sunday, Jan. 20.

Board members of the BP Cancer Group will present a HUGE check to the 
Eagles Telethon at the Mayo Civic Center on Saturday, Jan. 19.

Cheri Krejci, treasurer, has control of the purse strings but was tight 
lipped as to what the amount will be. That total should be known at about 
9:35 on Saturday night.

The Stix of Fury drum corps will perform on stage at 8:50 p.m. The check 
presentation and the Stix of Fury performance will be broadcast live on 
KTTC Channel 10.

The facsimile check will be on display at the breakfast, thus everyone 
will then find out the total for sure.

Menu for the breakfast will include pancakes, eggs, sausage, muffins, 
orange juice, milk and coffee.

Silent auction items will be part of the morning breakfast. Some of the 
items include a tied baseball blanket and a framed Target Field photo 
signed by former Minnesota Twins great Tony Oliva.

Kids can also bring in coins for the BP Cancer Group fish bowl. The fish 
bowl has been collecting coins since last year’s breakfast.

Tickets will also be on sale for the BP Cancer Group’s Purse Bingo 
scheduled for Saturday, April 6.

BY HOWARD LESTRUD – STAFF WRITER

A Blooming Prairie Cancer Group donation jar has caught the attention of many youngsters who have been 
saving their coins to donate to the fight against cancer. Collecting coins were: Eva Magnuson, Annastyn 
Peterson, Ayden Jones, Isaiah Jones, Cassidy Jones and Aubree Johnson. (Photo submitted)

Cancer Corner
Blooming Prairie Cancer Group

Sponsored by Krejci

Always local, 
all the time. 

PASS TIME IN LINE. 
READ

The Steele 
County Times
Subscribe today and stay 
connected with your community.
www.steeledodgenews.com
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Locally Owned & Operated
237 Hwy. Ave. S.

Blooming Prairie
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Minimizer.com • 800-248-3855 • Blooming Prairie

800-248-3855
www.minimizer.com

Blooming Prairie

FOR THAT HOMETOWN 
PERSONAL TOUCH

Hwy. 218
Blooming Prairie

507-583-2018

1180 Frontage Rd E • Owatonna
507-455-9551

www.owatonnagranite.com

“Creating Your Story in Stone”

322 East Main St.
Blooming Prairie

507-583-2276

FLOOR 
TECH

118 5th Ave.
Ellendale

507-684-2471

LERBERG’S 
FITNESS 
CENTER

& CAR WASH

Owatonna
121 W. Broadway St.

507-451-0193

Mike Bishman

O
R
T
H
O
D
O
N
T
I
C

S
P
E
C
I
A
L
I
S
T

Dr.
Deborah

Lien
DDS, MBS

Dr.
Deborah

Lien
DDS, MBS

Building
Healthy
Smiles!

132 2nd Ave NE
Blooming Prairie
507.583.6613

FREE 
CONSULTATION

Call Jon Arnett @
455-3735 for a tour 

236 22nd St. SE • Owatonna

Vibrant Living For  
Individuals 55 & Older  
at a Reasonable Price

Service Center:
507-528-2233

After Hours Towing:
507-456-4158
111 Front Street

P.O. Box 282
Claremont, MN

LUTHERAN

AURORA LUTHERAN
6329 SE 28th St., Owatonna

Pastor Stephanie Wood
507-676-5696

Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Worship: Sunday at 10:45 a.m.

COMMUNITY 
LUTHERAN – ELCA 

106 Third St. SE., Geneva 
Pastor Kristen Venne 

507-256-4288
Worship: 9:30 a.m. Sun. 

FIRST LUTHERAN – AFLC 
503 Radel Ct., Ellendale 

Pastor Richard Sliper
507-684-2451

Saturday: 8 a.m. Men’s 
Bible Study 

Sunday: 9 a.m. Worship; 
10:15 a.m. Sunday School/

Confirmation
Tues.: 7 p.m. Call to Prayer, 

open to all churches
Wed.: 9:30 a.m. BibleStudy; 

3:30 – 5 p.m. Jesus and Me; 6 
p.m. 

Call to Prayer; 6:30 p.m. 
Youth Group  

FIRST LUTHERAN – ELCA 
434 First St. SW., 
Blooming Prairie
Senior Pastor: 

Rev. Heidi Heimgartner
Associate Pastor: 

Rev. Mike Walerius 
507-583-6621

firstlutheranbp.com
Worship Service- 9 a.m.
Sunday School- 10 a.m. 

FIRST LUTHERAN – LCMC 
8953 SW 37th Ave., Hope

Pastor Sandy Miller
507-451-3854

Worship: 9 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School, Adult Ed: 10:15

 a.m. Sun. 

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN 
– LCMS 

2500 7th Ave. NE., Owatonna
Rev. Mark Rosenau, 

Senior Pastor
Rev. Greg Schlicker,  

Associate Pastor
507-451-4125

www.goodshepherd 
owatonna.com

Worship: 8 a.m., 9:15 a.m. 
& 10:30 a.m. Sun. 

Sunday School: 9:15 a.m. 

MOLAND LUTHERAN – ELCA 
7618 NE 84th Ave., Kenyon 
Pastor Nancy Edwardson 

507-789-6661
Worship: 10:45 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m. 

PONTOPPIDAN LUTHERAN – 
ELCA 

9651 SW 75th St., Ellendale
Pastor Mike Walerius 

507-465-8366
Worship: 10:15 a.m. Sun. 

Sunday School: 9 a.m. Sun.

 EDEEMER LUTHERAN – LCMS 

1054 Truman Ave., Owatonna
Pastor Kirk Griebel

507-451-2720 
Worship: 9 a.m. Sun. 

Education Hour: 
10:15 a.m. Sun. 

RED OAK GROVE LUTHERAN 
– ELCA 

30456 Mower-Freeborn 
Road, Austin 

Pastor Lindsay Brennan 
507-583-2038 or 507-437-3000

www.roglutheran.org
Worship: 9 a.m. Sun. 

Sunday School
 (Sept. – May): 10:15 a.m. 

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN – 
LCMS 

4532 SE 84th Ave., Claremont
Pastor Alan Broadwell

507-528-2404
Worship: 6 p.m. Saturday; 

10:30 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m. 

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN – 
LCMS 

28959 630th Ave., Sargeant
Pastor Collin Duling 

507-251-5568
Worship: 10:15 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School: 9 a.m. 

ST. MICHAEL’S 
LUTHERAN – ELCA 

30450 570th Ave., Waltham
Pastor Dwight DoBell

507-567-2474
Worship: 8:30 a.m. Sun. 

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN – LCMS 
202 E. Park Ave., Hollandale 

Pastor Jesse Krusemark 
507-567-2272

Worship: 8:30 a.m. Sun.
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m. 

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN – ELCA 
2781 SW 92nd Ave., Meriden

Pastor: Rev. Dean Smith
507-451-2165

Sunday School: 9:15 a.m.
Worship: 10:30 a.m.

TRINITY LUTHERAN 
5881 SE 118th St., 
Blooming Prairie

Pastor Stephanie Wood
507-676-5696

Worship: Sunday at 9 a.m.

TRINITY LUTHERAN – ELCA 
Trinity Lutheran Church

609 Lincoln Avenue
Owatonna MN 55060

507.451.4520
tlcowatonna.org

Worship:
Saturday: 5 p.m.

Sunday: 8:15 a.m., 9:30 a.m. & 
10:45 a.m.

Sunday School: 8:15 a.m. & 
9:30 a.m.

tlcowatonna.org/worshipschedule
Pastor Todd Buegler

Pastor Amanda Weinkauf
Deacon Kris Oppegard

TRINITY LUTHERAN – ELCA 
104 First St. SE., Hayfield 

Pastor Paul Hauschild 
507-477-2248 

www.trinityhayfield.org 
Worship: 8 a.m. 

& 10:30 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m. 

TRINITY LUTHERAN – LCMS 
108 Third Ave. SW., Medford

Pastor Mark Biebighauser 
507-451-0447

8 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. Sunday 
Worship Service

9:15 a.m. Sunday School and 
Adult Bible Study

TRINITY LUTHERAN – LCMS 
57043 300th St., Waltham
Pastor Jesse Krusemark 

507-567-2272
Worship: 10:30 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m. 

ZION LUTHERAN – ELCA 
7126 SW 98th St., Ellendale

Pastor: Rev. Dean Smith
Worship: 8:30 a.m.

CATHOLIC

CHRIST THE KING 
203 Second Ave. NW., Medford 

507-451-6353
Father James Starasinick

Deacon Patrick Fagan 
Sunday Mass: 8:30 a.m. 

Monday Mass: 9 a.m. 

CHURCH OF ALL SAINTS
307 SW First St., New Richland 

Father Raul Silva 
Fr. Adam McMillan, 

Parochial Vicar
507-465-8217

Mass: 5 p.m. Saturday 

HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC
CHURCH OF LITOMYSL

9946 SE 24th Ave. Owatonna
Father John Sauer, Pastor

507-451-1588
www.litomysl.webs.com

Sunday Mass: 
9:30 a.m.c with Children’s Church

Reconciliation: 
8:45 a.m. - 1st & 3rd Sundays

Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m.: 
Faith Formation for 
K thru Confirmation

Second Sunday of month: 
Family Faith Formation

Litomysl Finance Council: 
2nd Thursday

Litomysl Pastoral Council: 
2nd Thursday every other month

SACRED HEART CATHOLIC
150 NE Second St., Hayfield

Father Thomas Niehaus 
507-477-2256

Mass: 8 a.m. Sun. 
& 8:30 a.m. Thursday 

Reconciliation: 7:30 a.m. Sun. 

SACRED HEART PARISH 
810 S. Cedar Ave., Owatonna

Father John Sauer
Fr. Jose Morales, Parochial Vicar

507-451-1588
www.sacredheartowatonna.org 

Mass: 5 p.m. Saturday; 
8:30 a.m. &10 a.m. Sun. 

Spanish Mass: 11:45 a.m. Sun. 
Daily Mass: 7:15 a.m.  

Reconciliation: 4 p.m. Sat. 

Adoration: 
8 a.m. – 10 p.m. Thurs. 

ST. COLUMBANUS CATHOLIC 
114 E. Main St., Blooming Prairie 

Father Thomas Niehaus 
507-583-2784

www.stcolumbanuschurch.com 
Mass: 10 a.m. Sun. 
& 8:30 a.m. Friday 

Reconciliation: 9 a.m. 
First Friday & Saturday 

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC 
PARISH

512 S. Elm Ave., Owatonna
Father James Starasinick

Deacon Patrick Fagan
507-451-4845

Saturday Mass: 4 p.m. 
Sunday Mass: 8 & 10 a.m. 

Reconciliation: 
3-3:30 p.m. Sat. 

Daily Mass: 
8 a.m. Tues., Wed. & Fri. 

(Communion Service 
8 a.m. Thursday) 

Adoration Chapel available 
 Mon. – Fri. 7 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. 

Key fob required after 
hours or weekends 

CHRISTIAN

CHRIST COMMUNITY 
COVENANT 

540 SE 18th St., Owatonna
Dr. V. Brent Carlson, Pastor

507-451-1032
Worship: 9 a.m. Sun. 

Sunday Connections: 10:15 a.m. 

PENTECOSTAL

FIRST UNITED 
PENTECOASTAL 

230 Locust Ave., Owatonna 
Pastor Eliazar Talamantes

507-363-2240
Worship: 10 a.m. Sunday; 

6:30 p.m. Wednesday 

METHODIST

BLOOMING GROVE UNITED 
METHODIST 

43089 180th St., Medford
(Seven miles west of 
Medford on CR 23)

Pastors JJ & Stefanie Morgan  
507-835-8726

Worship: 8:30 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m. 

ELLENDALE UNITED 
METHODIST

200 Sixth St. NW., Ellendale
Pastor Randy Cirksena

507-684-2731
www.ellendaleumc.org

Worship: 10:30 a.m. Sun.
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m. 

OWATONNA UNITED 
METHODIST

815 E. University, Owatonna
Loren Olson, Pastor

Linda Boorman, Associate Pastor 
Joyce Parker, Associate Pastor 

507-451-4734
www.owatonnaumc.org

Traditional Worship (Pathways): 9 

a.m. Sunday

NON-DENOMINATIONAL

BRIDGES OF HOPE 
COMMUNITY 

130 W. Bridge St., Owatonna
Pastor Keith Haskell

507-215-2249 
Worship: 10 a.m. Sun. 
Biblestudy: 9 a.m. Sun. 

Reformers Unanimous Meetings: 
7 p.m. Friday 

CEDAR CREEK 
30 E. Main St., Hayfield 
Pastor Aaron de Neui

507-477-2255
www.cedarcreekchurch.org

Worship: 10 a.m. Sun. 

DESTINY CHRISTIAN 
Owatonna Campus

422 North St., Owatonna
Pastors Tyler & Jessica Braucht 

507-254-8514
www.destinycc.org

Worship: 10 a.m. Sun. 

ELEVATION NORTH 
2002 Austin Road, Owatonna

Pastor Doug Jones
507-363-3099

www.elevationnorth.blogspot.com
Worship (English): 10 a.m. Sun. 

Sunday School: 10:30 a.m. 
Worship (Spanish): 2 p.m. Sun. 

Bible Study: 6:30 p.m. 
Wednesday 

Spanish Evangelism & Prayer: 
7 p.m. Friday 

NEW BEGINNINGS 
332 14th St. NE., Owatonna

Pastors Scott & Joan Peterson
507-413-0209

Worship: 10 a.m. Sun. 

SIMPLE CHURCH 
4515 NW 22nd Ave., Owatonna
(Country Goods building across

 the freeway from Cabela’s) 
Pastor Todd Lundgren

507-451-5661
Worship: 9:30 a.m. Sun. 

Bible Study: 7 p.m. Wednesday 

MENNONITE

PRAIRIE MENNONITE 
13638 750th St., Blooming Prairie 

Bishop Dennis Martin 
507-583-7532

Worship: 10:30 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m. 

Prayer Meeting: 
7:30 p.m. Wed.

MORMON

THE CHURCH OF JESUS 
CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY 

SAINTS
404 31st St. NW, Austin
Bishop Rick Bremner

507-433-9042
Worship: 9 a.m. Sun. 

PRESBYTERIAN

ASSOCIATED CHURCH

Presbyterian Church (USA) and 
United Church of Christ

800 Havana Road, Owatonna 
507-451-1546

www.associatedchurch.org
office@associatedchurch.org

Sunday Worship: 9 a.m.  
(Fellowship, Church School, and 

Adult Discussions follow)
Wednesday Activities:  Sept – 

May (see website for schedule)

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
109 E. Main St., Hayfield

Pastor Kirk Johnston
507-477-2631

Worship: 9:30 a.m. Sun.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
P.O. Box 66, Claremont

507-528-2320
Pastor Douglas Walters

10 a.m. Worship

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST 
2373 Seventh Ave. NE, 

Owatonna
Pastor Brian Beavers

507-340-7143
Worship: 9:30 a.m. Sat. 
Bible Study: 11 a.m. Sat. 

UCC

CONGREGATIONAL UNITED
CHURCH OF CHRIST

211 Main St. S.
Medford

Rev. Richard Waters
507-451-4596

Worship: 10 a.m. Sun.

ASSEMBLY OF GOD

VIBRANT LIFE 
ASSEMBLY OF GOD

702 Third St. S., Ellendale
Pastor Patrick Stitt

507-684-3421
www.vibrantlifeag.com 

Worship: 10:30 a.m. Sun. 
Kids Church: 10:30 a.m. Sun. 

BAPTIST

FIRST BAPTIST
104 First Ave. NE, 
Blooming Prairie

Pastor Matt Fennell
507-583-2673

Worship: 10 a.m. Sun. 
& 6:30 p.m. Wednesday 
Sunday School: 9 a.m. 

Bible Study: 11:30 a.m. Sun.

ASSEMBLY OF GOD

VICTORY LIFE
105 2nd St NE 

Geneva
Pastor Diane Butler

507-402-0960
Worship on Sundays

Prayer Service: 7:30 a.m.
Church Service: 9:30 a.m.

Children’s Church: 9:45 a.m.

Make new friends.

1212 W Frontage Rd Owatonna, MN
507-451-0722

valleyviewofowatonna.com

Pastor Paul  
Hauschild 

TRINITY LUTHERAN 
CHURCH, HAYFIELD

In many liturgical churches, this 
past Sunday was “The Baptism of Our 
Lord” Sunday. It’s a wonderful annual 
service that lifts up the meaning of  
Baptism in our lives. I believe that the 
Baptism of Jesus emphasizes this in-
credible gift: We are His Children, and 
we have a purpose.

The voice of  God announced after 
Jesus’ baptism by John: “This is my 
Son, with whom I am well pleased.” It 
encouraged the human side of  Jesus 
to begin his public ministry, and it also 
says to us how important we are in our 
baptism. Every time I baptize a child or 
adult, I sense the voice of  God saying:  
“This, too, is my child, with whom I am 
well pleased!” It’s about Identity! It’s 
about being a Child of  God!  It’s about 

having a purpose! It’s about turning 
from sin and walking in a new life.

Mainline churches usually baptize 
babies. We call it a Sacrament: A 
special way to receive God’s Grace as a 
gift. And then we live it out! If  Chris-
tian Identity is a gift through grace, 
then we want to give out this identity, 
and all the spiritual gifts that accom-
pany it, to the young child. Through 
the faith of  the parents, sponsors and 
congregation, the faith of  the child 
grows and matures into discipleship. 
The child learns that they are “saved 
by grace through faith” as a gift of  God. 
Every faith decision afterward is a 
response to this gift.

For most Non-denominational 
churches, along with Baptist and 

Assembly of  God churches, I believe 
baptism is more of  an Ordinance. As 
one grows old enough in the faith to de-
cide for themselves as to their spiritual 
direction and discipleship, baptism is a 
religious rite that relies on God’s grace 
and points to their personal decision of  
discipleship. It is an event that can be 
experienced more than once.

Which is the right view of baptism? 
Both are. Both have biblical roots and 
long standing tradition over the centu-
ries. But one thing all churches have 
in common: Baptism is about growing 
into a new life and knowing one’s iden-
tity as a child of  God, through the Holy 
Spirit. And if  we are children of  God, 
we are in his care and mercy every day. 
Thanks Be To God!

Baptism is our identity
PASTOR’S COLUMN
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All proceeds go to Mike Seykora
Where: Owatonna VFW • When: Saturday, January 26th 4pm

Mike Seykora’s attitude towards cancer has warrior written all over it:
“l give cancer nothing, cancer takes a day; 1 take two”. Please join us
for food, auctions. and entertainment to support a truly remarkable

fighter For more information, or to make a donation.  

Fundraiser

Mike
Seykora

give 
cancer 
nothing

Matt Seykora 507-363-0035 
Donna Ayers 507-456-0693  

Bob Ayers507-456-0692 
Amber Ayers 507-456-5220

contact

Pancakes,
Eggs, Sausage,
Orange Juice,
Milk or Coffee 
FREE WILL
DONATION
to B.P. Cancer Group

Sunday, January 20th
8:30 am -12:30 pm
PIZZA CELLAR

Downtown Blooming Prairie

Includes SILENT AUCTION Items

KIDS ~ Bring COINS for CANCER 
Put in the FISH BOWL for the 

“Eagles Cancer Telethon”
Win Prizes & Have Fun

Raising Money for Cancer! 

PANCAKE
BREAKFAST

B. P. Cancer Benefit 

Tickets for “Purse BINGO” available for the 1st time at the breakfast!

Jerris (Blome) Hodnefield
Saturday, Jan. 26 • 1-4 pm

BP Servicemen’s Club

Birthday Celebration
OPEN HOUSE!90thmarked. The Chamber first 

presented a top citizen award 
in 2006. Past BP Chamber 
President Greg Johnson will 
present the award.

Mike attended Leroy-Os-
trander Schools, one of  the 
first consolidated school 
districts in the state. Sandy 
attended school in Adams.

“I grew up on the south side 
of  the railroad tracks,” says 
Mike. “I lived as that neigh-
bor some people complained 
about,” Mike says. “We kids 
had the image of  getting into 
trouble whether it was climb-
ing the water tower or town 
elevator and jumping on a 
train and riding it to school.”

Mike lived in town and 
raised a calf  named Charlie 
Beefsteak. “We traded him for 
a horse,” he laughs.

Mike spent much of  his 
growing up days on his 
grandparents’ farm. 

“We had neighborhoods 
back then and played ball and 
hide and seek,” Mike said. 
“There was always some kid 
at the screen door looking 
in,” he confided. 

Sandy grew up on a dairy 
farm near Adams as one 
of  eight children. “We had 
plenty of  work to do, milk-
ing cows, doing field work, 
gardening and taking care of  
siblings. But, mom and dad 
found time for fun with neigh-
borhood softball games and 
visiting cousins.”

Mike and Sandy met on the 
dance floor at the Rusty Rail 
in Taopi, a small community 
near the Iowa-Minnesota bor-
der. “We still love to dance,” 
Sandy confesses. 

Mike and Sandy married in 
the Bicentennial year of  1976. 
Their wedding reception was 
at the Rusty Rail.

Mike worked on Sandy’s 

parents’ farm for two years. 
Mike attended Austin Com-
munity College and hired 
on as a staff accountant at 
an Austin accounting firm. 
Sandy worked for the Ce-
dar Branch Developmental 
Achievement Center, an agen-
cy dedicated to handicapped 
adults.

The Joneses bought a house 
in Rose Creek. Mike was then 
recruited by Wayne Carlson 
to work as an accountant in 
Blooming Prairie. “I didn’t 
want to go to Blooming 
Prairie because I didn’t know 
where it was,” he says truth-
fully.

After three requests to join 
the firm in Blooming Prairie, 
Mike relented and commut-
ed over six years from Rose 
Creek to Blooming Prairie. He 
later purchased the firm from 
Carlson and named the busi-
ness, Mike Jones Accounting.

He was a self-employed 
accountant from 1986 to 2000. 
He then sold his practice to 
Tamzen Johnson after inter-
viewing for an interim city 
administrator post in Bloom-
ing Prairie.

“Why not, I thought,” 
Mike recalls about deciding 
to apply for the city job. As 
a city employee, Jones said 
he was thrilled to get a wage, 
holiday pay and sick pay. “I 
never thought it would last 18 
years,” he says.

Jones continued with an 
accounting practice in Adams 
and then moved his clients 
to Blooming Prairie. He still 

does about 200 tax returns a 
year.

Sandy relied on her artistic 
talents to join three other 
partners, Leanne Hanson, 
Laura Kirby and June Trom 
to found the business, A 
Touch of  Charm, 30 years 
ago.  Sandy also worked a 
short time as Mike’s secre-
tary but honestly told Mike 
he needed to find a different 
secretary because she chose 
to work on more creative 
projects. She taught Arts in 
the Parks for children and 
also taught adult education 
art classes. In addition, she 
worked at B to Z Hardware.

Sandy continues to vol-
unteer her time and talent 
on various projects around 
Blooming Prairie. Sandy was 
asked to take on the Artists 
in Residence program at the 
Blooming Prairie Elementary 
School 10 years ago and con-
tinues to teach there today. 

She also taught the artist in 
residence program in Waseca, 
at Austin Pacelli Elementary 
School and she is employed 
one day a week teaching art 
at Sacred Heart Catholic 
School in Adams. She teaches 
there every Monday and stays 
overnight with her 93-year-
old mother on Sunday nights.

In addition to her arts 
projects, Sandy has worked 
with Chamber executive di-
rector Becky Noble on many 
Chamber projects, including 
the Holiday Dazzle promotion 
at Christmas time. She also 
is a member of  the American 
Legion and VFW auxilia-
ries and most recently has 
served the past four years on 
the Blooming Prairie Veter-
ans Memorial Committee. 
She is an active member of  
St. Columbanus Catholic 
Church and has been on the 
Fourth of  July committee for 
more than 20 years.

Mike logged 22 years with 
the Blooming Prairie Fire 
Department. He was past 
president of  the Blooming 
Prairie Jaycees, served three 
years on the BP Servicemen’s 
Club board of  directors (1 1/2 
years as president), was a BP 
Golf  Club board member and 
represented Steele County 
on the Cedar River Water-
shed Board as treasurer.

Mayo Clinic Health System in Austin
Call 507-433-8758 to schedule your Same Day Clinic appointment.

COMING SOON:  
SAME DAY 
CLINIC IN 
AUSTIN.

Starting February 6, 2019, Same Day Clinic (formerly Urgent Care) will be 
located on 2nd Floor Clinic North.  Patients can be seen as a walk-in or 
by appointment.  For a list of conditions treated in Same Day Clinic, visit 
mayoclinichealthsystem.org, select Austin and click on Urgent Care/Same 
Day Clinic under Services & Treatments. 

CITIZENS: honored FROM A1
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Hometown Sports

BY DENNIS MARSHALL
SPORTS EDITOR

The Owatonna gymnastics team 
defeated Northfield 146.625-138.275 on 
Thursday at the Owatonna Gymnastics 
Club.

“The season is going very well and we 
are really starting to click,” Owatonna 
head coach Tom Smith said. “This is the 
fourth year we have gone undefeated in 
the conference and section 1AA.”

Owatonna’s Sydney Kretlow won the 
vault with a 9.5, Cheyenne Petersen won 
the balance beam with a 9.05, Lindsay 
Bangs earned gold on the uneven bars 
with a 9.6 and the floor exercise with a 
9.4.

Bangs was also the all-around winner 
with a 37.325. 

Owatonna also took silver and bronze 
in the all-around competition with 
Allison An (36.5) and Lucy Macius 
(36.075).

Smith said the Huskies have 
progressed greatly since losing six 
senior from this past season’s squad.

“We had to feel voids in our line up,” 
he said. “Our underclassmen are finally 
stepping up and filling those voids. 
it always take a while for newcomers 
to understand how our team works 
and how we support everyone. We are 
always one team, no matter if you are on 
JV or varsity.

“I teach them to believe in themselves, 
their team, and their coaches,” he 
continued. “The most drastic change 
has been getting the young gymnasts 
to believe in themselves. They’re very 
talented and we will need their help to 
go undefeated again.  They are finally 
seeing their potential.”

The Huskies are currently ranked 
No. 2 in Class 3A and recently won the 
Faribault Invite for the first time in 
program history.

“We have our conference meet on 
February 9,” Smith said. “Hopefully 
will win. There are potential teams 
that could upset us. But after that, win 
Sections on February 15 and make our 
fourth straight state appearance.”

Huskies 
have 

sights set 
on fourth 
straight 

trip to state 
meet

GYMNASTICSBASKETBALL

PHOTO COURTESY OF OHS MAGNET
Owatonna’s Sydney Kretlow performs her 
floor exercise routine at the 2017 MSHSL 
State Meet.

LAST WEEK IN SPORTS
The Blooming Prairie 

basketball teams did the 
splits last week, with both 
splitting a pair of games. 
The Awesome Blossom 
boys got ambushed by a hot 
Water-Eylsian-Morristown 
contingent at WEM High 
School early in the week, 
but then rebounded to keep 
Medford winless with a 
runaway win on the home 
court Friday.

Historically, the 
Blossoms have had 
difficulty with the 
Buccaneers, both on the 
road and on their home 
court.

I think I can count 
on one hand the times 
we have taken a season 
series from them, as they 
always seem to have a 
sharpshooter or two that 
gets hot in the games. 

This year seems to 
be no exception, unless 
the Blossoms can find a 
measure of revenge when 
WEM makes a return 

engagement to Blooming 
later in the season.

The Blossom girls also 
managed a split for the 
week. The team earned a 
big wins over WEM early 
in the week, as the Bucs 
came into the contest with 
just one loss on the season. 

BP got an early lead, 
and the team played a 
very good game to take 
down the visitors. Last 
Friday, however, the 
girls got a lesson in good 
basketball from a very 
good undefeated Medford 
team.

The neighboring Steele 
County school is going 
through one of those 
high cycles that every 
school goes through at 
one time or another. The 
Tiger volleyball team had 
a great season last fall, 
and the basketball team 
is currently undefeated 
for the season and in the 
tough Gopher Conference. 

Medford used a good 

defense and some hot 
outside shooting to down 
the Blossoms last week. 
Hopefully, the locals can 
make a good showing, 
when Medford plays in 
Blooming Prairie on 
February 15.

Of the three winter 
sports teams, it was the 
wrestling team that had 
the toughest week. The 
team ran into some real 

tough competition when 
it lost dual matches to 
Tri-City United and Maple 
River in a triangular at 
Hayfield Thursday.

The team has done well 
until that meet, with the 
top three weights for the 
Blossoms carrying the 
success of the team. All 
three of the wrestlers at 
the top three weights have 
compiled an enviable won-
lost record, and will be 
favorites to advance when 
the playoffs start next 
month

STILL IN TRANSITION
For several immediate 

members of my immediate 
family, frequent moves 
have become rather 
commonplace lately 
because of career 
opportunities, or just 
because a different 
location suited them better. 
That is quite a contrast to 
my situation, as I made my 
first move to an apartment 
in over sixty years just 

recently. 
I spent 35 years of my 

teaching career just a 
block diagonally from the 
school where I taught, 
and I have to admit that 
I am still adjusting to my 
new situation. I miss my 
friends and acquaintances, 
singing in the church choir 
and frequent short trips to 
neighboring places. 

But on the plus side, 
I am thankful that my 
publisher has given me the 
opportunity to continue 
my newspaper career 
penning my column and 
writing game reports from 
the various sports. But 
most importantly, I am 
pleasing my daughters 
with the move, after they 
have gently prodded me to 
make a move for a couple 
of years. It became an 
easier decision, noting 
my physical and medical 
problems. I just hope 
that readers continue to 

Outside 
the Lines 

LEMAR NELSON

Awesome Blossoms 
pulverize Tigers, 68-39, in 
Steele County rivals clash

STAFF PHOTO BY DENNIS MARSHALL
Blooming Prairie’s Gabe Hagen scores in the 
paint against Medford on Friday at BPHS.

STAFF PHOTO BY DENNIS MARSHALL
Blooming Prairie’s Trenton Swenson goes up 
over the Medford Tigers’ defense for an easy 
bucket on Friday.

STAFF PHOTO BY DENNIS MARSHALL
Awesome Blossom Zach Weber works in the post 
against the Medford Tigers at BPHS.

STAFF PHOTO BY DENNIS MARSHALL
Awesome Blossom Kaden Thomas finishes a fast break in BP’s 68-39 victory over Medford on Friday.

BY LEMAR NELSON
STAFF WRITER

Playing with much more confidence than 
earlier in the week, the Blooming Prairie 
Awesome Blossom boys basketball team ran 
up the score, 68-39, in a conference win over 
Medford on Friday at BPHS.

The win improved the Blossom record to 
9-2 overall and 4-2 in the Gopher Conference.

“The boys really got after it on defense,” 
BP head coach Nate Piller said. “Getting 
better in that department was very 
important for us. We also found balance 
on offense, as three players reached double 
figures, and two other scored eight points 
each.”

Kaden Thomas counted 15 points for the 
the Blossoms, while Isaac Ille contributed 13 
points, Zach Weber chipped in 12 and Edel 
counted 11 points for the visitors.

BUCS THUMP BLOSSOMS
One of the hottest teams in the area took 

it out on the BP boys at home on Tuesday, 
January 8, whipping the Blossoms 83-59 at 
Waterville. 

In a nutshell, the Bucs played well on the 
home floor, while the Blossoms struggled 
throughout the game. 

The loss was only the second for the 
locals, while WEM played with just one 
defeat on their record.

“We had too many turnovers, our guards 
didn’t play that well and the home team 
played much more aggressively than we 
did,” Piller said. “Hopefully, it was a game 
that got our attention, and we use the 
experience to get better.”

Karson Vigeland counted 13 points for 
the Blossoms, seven in the second half, and 
Hagen added 11. WEM had four players 
score in double figures.

F R E E  C O N S U L T A T I O N S

132 2nd Ave NE
Blooming Prairie

583.6613Dr. Deborah J Lien
DDS, MBS

ORTHODONTIC SPECIALIST www.drdeborahlienorthodontics.com

SEE OUTSIDE THE LINES, B3
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BASKETBALL

BY LEMAR NELSON
STAFF WRITER

Playing the best overall game o the 
season, the New Richland-Hartland-
Ellendale-Geneva boys defeated a 
strong Maple River team 77-50 on 
Friday at Mapleton.

A fast start set the tone for the game, 
and the Panthers used that start to 
control the game. 

NRHEG opened with a 17-7 lead 
and when the Eagles came back with 
a changed offense and forced some 
turnovers, the Panthers responded for a 
33-26 margin at the half.

The second half belonged to NRHEG 
on both offense and defense.

The team scored a season high 44 
second half points and did a good job of 
pushing the ball up the floor to result in 
easy baskets.

Brady Agrimson pushed the lead 
up with three consecutive 3-pointers 
midway through the half.

“This was the best overall game we 
have played this season,” NRHEG head 
coach Isaiah Lundberg said. “We moved 
the ball well, had a good half court 
game and shot the ball well all night. 
It was a great team win. Everyone 

brought a lot of energy into the action.”
Jacob Schuller and Agrimson each 

had 22 points to lead the scoring, but 
Blake Ihrke chipped in 14 and Lonnie 
Wilson added nine.

Mason Sohre launched 30 points for 
Maple River. The Panthers improved to 
7-8 for the season and will play Medford 
on Friday, January 18.

PANTHERS EDGE CARDINALS
A good defensive basketball game 

turned in NRHEG’s way, as the 
Panthers edged Faribault Bethlehem 
Academy 47-44 at NRHEG High School 

Panthers ground Eagles, Cardinals 
PHOTO COURTESY OF PAM AGRIMSON

NRHEG’s Devin Buendorf goes up for layup 
against TCU on Jan. 4.

PHOTO COURTESY OF PAM AGRIMSON
NRHEG’s Brady Agrimson finishes strong 
above two TCU defenders.

PHOTO COURTESY OF PAM AGRIMSON
NRHEG’s Blake Ihrke drives to the basket 
against TCU on Jan. 4.

BY LEMAR NELSON
STAFF WRITER

The Westfield Razorbacks 
suffered a double whammy 
at Hayfield on Thursday, 
losing matches to Tri-City 
United and Maple River by 
large margins. 

TCU rolled to a 54-13 
victory, and Maple River 
followed with a 50-16 
drubbing of the Razorbacks.

In the TCU match Alex 
Phenix pinned Brant 
Lemieux in 5:01 at the 
136-pound weight class, 
but the locals did not score 
again until two of the last 
three bouts. 

Colton Krell scored a 
major 10-0 decision over 
Tyler Schroer at 182 pounds 

and Dylan Nirk won an 
overtime 3-2 verdict over 
the Titans’ Sam Miller at 
220. 

The final bout went to 
Jose Reyes by a forfeit. 

TCU used four forfeits as 
part of their winning run.

Maple River jumped to 
a 50-0 lead in the second 
match, helped by four 
forfeits. 

Krell took a 15-5 major 
decision at 182 to get 
Westfield on the board. 

Nirk and heavyweight 
Tristan Rieken both scored 
falls in the first minute of 
their bouts. Nirk pinned 
Thayne Decker in just 28 
seconds, at 220 and Rieken 
followed with a pin over 
Eston Battles in 39 seconds.

WRESTLING

Razorbacks hit hard

STAFF PHOTO BY DENNIS MARSHALL
Westfield’s Dylan Nirk takes down an opponent in a Gopher Con-
ference match earlier this season.

BASKETBALL

BY LEMAR NELSON
STAFF WRITER

After an exhilarating 
victory over Water-Elysian-
Morristown earlier in the 
week, the Blooming Prairie 
Awesome Blossom girls 
ran into a block in the 
road, when Medford kept 
its unbeaten string alive at 
12-0.

The Tigers romped to the 
victory on their home floor, 
73-45, Friday, January 11.

Medford now has 7-0 mark 
in Gopher Conference.

“We have been pleased 
with the work ethic our kids 
bring to practice every day,” 
Medford head coach Mark 
Kubat said. “We are getting 
better every day. I feel we 
have grown as a team all 
season.”

Emma Kniefel led the 
Tigers with 20 points. Izzy 

Reuvers scored 13, Kinsey 
Cronin added 11, Kiley 
Nihart had nine, Jenna 
Berg and Bailey Purrier 
each finished with six and 
Isabella Steffen and Alorah 
Weise chipped in four a 
piece. 

“Hopefully, we are 
prepared for some tough 
games ahead,” Kubat said. 
“Our health is great. The 
off-season conditioning 
program helps to make 
these kids tough. We will 
keep working toward our 
goals to compete for a 
conference championship 
and play at MSU in the 
sections. We will constantly 
add new goals.”

The Blossoms stayed 
with the Tigers early, but 
a relentless defense for 
the home team and some 
pinpoint outside shooting 
soon found Blooming 

Prairie falling behind. 
Medford led 44-24 at the 

half and kept the pressure 
on through the second half. 

“We lost tonight on the 
road to a very talented 
Medford team,” Blooming 
Prairie head coach 
John Bruns said. “Their 
relentless defense and 
outside shooting proved too 
much for us to keep up with. 
We learned some things 
tonight that will make us a 
better team down the road”

Julia Worke led the 
Blossom offense with 16 
points, with Bobbie Bruns 
adding 12. The team record 
dropped to 8-4 overall and 
4-3 in conference play.

GOOD DEFENSE WINS FOR BP
The BP girls used a good 

defense to defeat Water-
Elysian-Morristown, 42-36, 
on the home court Tuesday, 

January 8 to earn a tie for 
second place in the tough 
Gopher Conference. 

The Buccaneers came into 
the game 10-1, with their 
only loss to league-leading 
Medford.

The Blossoms got off to 
a great start, with Maggie 
Bruns and Worke both 
making a 3-pointer. 

BP continued to roll and 
forged a 26-11 lead, aided by 
great defense. 

At one point BP played 
defense for two minutes 
and then got the stop they 
needed. 

In the second half, the 
Blossoms extended their 
margin to 20 points, before 
the Bucs made a run 
to make the final score 
competitive. 

Some key stops and made 
free throws preserved the 
win.

“This was a big 
conference victory for us 
tonight,” Bruns said. “We 
got off to a good start, and 
that carried through the 
entire game. I thought our 
defense played particularly 
well tonight also.”

Worke led the BP 
scoring with 13 points, but 

Maggie Bruns and Megan 
Oswald had 10 each, and 
Bobbie Bruns handed out 
four assists. Oswald and 
Worke had eight and seven 
rebounds in the defensive 
effort. Shelby Hermel and 
Toryn Richards both had 
nine points for WEM.

STAFF PHOTO BY DENNIS MARSHALL
Medford’s Bailey Purrier drives past a NRHEG defender in a 
Gopher Conference clash earlier this season.

STAFF PHOTO BY DENNIS MARSHALL
Medford’s Kinsey Cronin pulled down a rebound over multiple opponents.

Medford improves to 12-0
Tigers smash Blossoms girls

STAFF PHOTO BY DENNIS MARSHALL
Blooming Prairie’s Bobbie Bruns brings the ball up the court 
against Chatfield earlier this season.

SEE PANTHERS GROUND EAGLES, B3
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BASKETBALL

Owatonna Location
1164 West Frontage Road,  

Owatonna, MN 55060
(507) 455-1950

Faribault Location
3105 Industrial Drive,  
Faribault, MN 55021

(507) 209-2222

 STARS OF STEELE

24/7 Towing and Roadside Assistance 
Call for Service: 507-455-1950

Julia Worke, Blooming Prairie Girls Basketball
The junior forward has provided a spark to the Awesome 
Blossoms girls basketball team this season. Worke has led BP in 
scoring the past three games: 18 versus Chatfield on January 4, 
16 versus Medford on Friday and 13 against W-E-M on Saturday.

Stars of Steele is brought to you courtesy of 

Willie VonRuden, Medford Wrestling
The junior grappler has been a vital reason the Tigers wrestling 
team has started the season 6-0. VonRuden earned the gold 
in the 152-pound weight class at the Buffalo Invitational on 
January 5.

NRHEG upsets 
Maple River

BY LEMAR NELSON
STAFF WRITER

Focus on defense paid off for New 
Richland-Hartland-Ellendale-Geneva, as the 
girls defeated Maple River, 57-53 at NRHEG 
High School on Thursday.

The Eagles trailed at the half 30-27, but 
they came out strong to take a big lead 
midway into the second half. 

The Panthers then went on a scoring 
binge and finally took a lead in the closing 
minutes.

“This was a great team win tonight,” 

NRHEG head coach Onika Peterson said. 
“We put the focus on defense, and it paid off 
with the victory. The girls never gave up and 
battled back to get the W’’.

Sidney Schultz and Sophie Stork each 
had 13 points to lead the scoring and Darian 
Pearson and Alexis Anderson added 10 and 
nine, respectively. 

Stork also pulled down a whopping 18 
rebounds.

NRHEG also fell on Saturday to Grand 
Meadow, 65-50, at Kasson-Mantorville High 
School. 

The Panthers record is now 6-9 overall 
and 4-3 in Gopher Conference action.

STAFF PHOTO BY DENNIS MARSHALL
NRHEG’s Alexis Anderson passes to a teammate earlier this season in a Gopher Conference contest 
at Medford.

STAFF PHOTO BY DENNIS MARSHALL
NRHEG’s Alexis Anderson and Olivia Christopherson 
played defense at Medford earlier this season.

STAFF PHOTO BY DENNIS MARSHALL
NRHEG guard Sidney Schultz bring the ball 
up the court for the Panthers.

Moran named  
Owatonna softball coach

SOFTBALL

STAFF REPORT

Owatonna High School 
announced the hiring of 
Jeremy Moran as the new 
head coach of the softball 
program in a press release 
on Thursday.

Moran has spent the past 
four seasons as the head 
coach of the junior varsity 
Owatonna softball team and 

has been involved as both 
a volunteer coach and head 
fastpitch coach for youth 
programs in the area.

“We are very excited to 
announce Jeremy Moran 
as our head softball 
coach,” said Owatonna 
Athletic Director Marc 
Achterkirch in the release. 
“Moran brings a wealth of 
knowledge to the position 

and with being apart of 
the program for the past 
four years, he will be able 
to hit the ground running 
to continue to advance our 
softball program.”

Moran replaces Brian 
Pilcher, who was 36-57 
overall and 2-9 in the 
playoffs in his four year 
tenure with the Huskies.

OUTSIDE THE LINES:  
Last week in sports FROM B1

support my efforts.

A BIG EVENT
The big event in the community this 

week is the annual Chamber of Commerce 
banquet and the well-deserved recognition 
of Mike and Sandy Jones as the Citizens of 
the Year. 

Mike has been an exemplary city 
administrator for almost 20 years, and 
Sandy has exhibited her considerable 
artistic talents in many places in the 
community through the years. 

If citizens are honored for the good they 
do in the community, Mike and Sandy 
certainly qualify for that recognition. 
Both are always upbeat and friendly, and 
both have done much volunteer work in 
the community. My hat is off to these two 

Blooming Prairie residents.

WATHER BLUES
People always say that when no topics are 

up for discussion, that weather can always 
become a topic. I can’t remember a period 
of time in the winter, when the weather has 
been so predictably so blah and so steady. I 
feel sorry for those businesses that depend 
upon winter activities for a livelihood. 

Snowmobies, skis snow blowers, shovels 
and sleds all rest in their areas with sales 
practically non-existent. 

I suppose, as in many years, winter will 
descend in March or April, but until then, 
temps remain almost above freezing, and 
life has taken on a monotonous routine of 
October-like weather in January. Have a 
great week, and we’ll talk again.

on Tuesday, January 8.
The team struggled a bit 

the first half, but closed to 
22-21 at the break.

The second half proved 
all-important for NRHEG, 
as a little different attack on 
the Cardinal zone defense 
opened up some holes, and 
when BA switched to a man 
defense, more offense and 
some easy layups resulted 

in an eight-point lead. 
The defense stayed solid, 

and a few key free throws 
saved the game after BA 
had fought back to tie the 
game at 44. It was a good 
conference win, keyed by a 
good defensive effort.

“I give credit for a good 
second half, both on offense 
and defense,” Lundberg 
said. 

Both teams had leads at 
one point, but our defense 
and some clutch free throws 
made the difference in this 
game.”

Agrimson and Schuller 
counted 18 and 15 points for 
the winners, while Damon 
Trump and Jack Clark 
notched 16 and 15 for the 
Cardinals.

PANTHERS GROUND EAGLES:  
FROM B2

INTENSELY

LOCAL
Coverage

Blooming Prairie

Community Focused.

Community Driven.

We have the news 
you want to know 
and the hometown 

coverage you expect.

Always local, all the time.
TSteele County 

imes
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BLOTTER SPOTLIGHT:  DWI: Police arrested a motorist for driving while intoxicated at 26th St. NW and Interstate 35 at 9:32 p.m.BLOTTER 
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WOMAN BUSTED WITH LARGE AMOUNT OF METH
A woman is facing serious drug charges 

in connection with a bust in Owatonna.
Alison Johnson, 32, of Owatonna, has 

been charged with first-degree possession of 
methamphetamine in Steele County District 
Court. 

On Jan. 3, agents from the South Central 
Drug Investigation Unit executed a search 

warrant at a residence in the 400 block of 14th Street NE. 
When executing the warrant, agents took Johnson into 
custody and found she was in possession of a baggie of 
meth, police said. 

Agents searched the rest of the residence and uncovered 
two small baggies of meth and a large zip lock baggie 
that contained four chunks of meth. In total, almost 110 
grams, or a quarter pound of meth, was seized as evidence, 
according to police. In addition, more than $1,000 in cash 
was seized. 

When Johnson was booked into the Steele County Jail, 
an additional .08 grams of meth was found on her. 

JOHNSON

COURT NEWS
Steele County

The following case was heard 
in Steele County District Court 
the week of Dec. 24 with Judge 
Joseph A. Bueltel presiding: 

Daniel J. Meyer, 39, Faribault, 
previously appeared and was 
convicted of felony theft. He 
was sentenced to $381, 3 days 
in county jail, no possession 
of firearms, do not enter liquor 
establishments, no alcohol 
or controlled substance use, 
no contact with victim, obtain 
permission to leave the state 
and 5 years of supervised 
probation. 

The following misdemeanors 
and petty misdemeanors were 
heard in Steele County District 
Court the week of Dec. 24 – 28: 

MN STATE PATROL 
ROCHESTER

Alexander W. Bealles, 21, 
Dundas, speeding, $141; Cora 
L. Collis, 71, Ankeny, IA, unsafe 
lane usage, $131; Lorraine M. 
Kral, 44, Owatonna, no license, 
$181 and 1 year unsupervised 
probation; Joy C. Kroll, 62, 
Omaha, NE, speeding, $131; 
Jason E. Ludwig, 22, Waterloo, 
IA, failure to use designated 
lane, $131; Andrea Ramirez-
Hernandez, 21, Austin, 
speeding, $121; Ray M. Sellers, 
48, Blooming Prairie, seat belt 
and revoked license, $306; 
Joseph B. Torkelson, 20, Lake 
Oswego, OR, speeding, $131; 
Billy B. Welch, 45, Wood Dale, 
IL, no license, $181; Cody B. 
Williams, 30, Kansas City, KS, 
no license, $181. 

OWATONNA POLICE 
DEPARTMENT

Benjamin Arellano Jr., 22, 
Owatonna, suspended license 
and no insurance, $481; 
Kimberly A. Bonilla, 36, Waseca, 
theft, $181 and 1 year of 
unsupervised probation; Linda 
L. Castillo, 40, Faribault, failure 
to yield, $741; Sarah S. Eaton, 
30, Owatonna, theft, $131 and 1 
year of unsupervised probation; 
Christina M. Melhouse, 33, 
Owatonna, no insurance, 
$281; Tracey A. Nagel, 50, 
Minneapolis, theft, $81 and 
8 days in county jail; John M. 
Schroeder, 53, Owatonna, 
indecent exposure, $381, no 
possession of pornography, 
no contact with victim, obtain 
permission to leave the 
state, therapy and 2 years of 
supervised probation; Rahma 
O. Sheikhamin, 31, Owatonna, 
permit violation, $131; Katie 
J. Williamson, 39, Owatonna, 
permit offense, $181. 

STEELE COUNTY  
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Mason K. Bongers, 18, 
Faribault, speeding, $121; 
Juana N. Garibay, 35, Madelia, 
speeding and suspended 
license, $321; Daniel J. Heinen, 
21, Faribault, speeding, 
$221; Thomas G. Kimbro, 58, 
Owatonna, speeding, $141; 
Zoe A. Morrissey, 17, Faribault, 
speeding, $131; Scott D. Olson, 
61, Owatonna, no insurance 
and revoked license, $181 
and 1 year of unsupervised 
probation; Vanessa Rodriguez, 
31, Owatonna, revoked license 
and no insurance, $481; 
Michael R. Stadler, 30, Faribault, 
speeding and revoked license, 
$341; Dalten W. Wincell, 17, 
Owatonna, speeding, $281. 

The following cases were heard 
in Steele County District Court 
the week of Dec. 31 with Judge 
Joseph A. Bueltel presiding: 

Andrew J. Roseland, 36, 
Owatonna, previously 
appeared and was convicted 
of felony violation of order for 
protection. He was sentenced 
to $181, 30 days in county 
jail, no possession of firearms, 

maintain employment, therapy, 
obtain permission to leave the 
state, cognitive skill training 
and 4 years of supervised 
probation. 

Eloy Tarango, 40, Owatonna, 
previously appeared and was 
convicted of felony assault and 
gross misdemeanor possession 
of marijuana, $469.98, 91 days 
in county jail, no possession of 
firearms, maintain employment, 
no alcohol or controlled 
substance use, do not 
enter liquor establishments, 
no contact with victim, 
psychological evaluation, 
cognitive skill training, anger 
management, obtain permission 
to leave the state and 5 years 
of supervised probation

The following misdemeanors 
and petty misdemeanors were 
heard in Steele County District 
Court the week of Dec. 31 – 
Jan. 4: 

BLOOMING PRAIRIE 
POLICE DEPARTMENT

Tangelia P. Jones, 34, Austin, 
expired tabs, $101; Phong H. 
Le, 26, Austin, expired tabs, 
$111; Anthony M. Panichelli, 26, 
Austin, speeding, $121; Kyle T. 
Phillippi, 20, Blooming Prairie, 
revoked license, $281; Megan 
P. Plants, 25, Faribault, expired 
tabs, $111; Samuel D. Simerson, 
20, Austin, expired tabs, $111. 

MN STATE PATROL 
ROCHESTER

Brady R. Agrimson, 18, New 
Richland, speeding, $131; Jared 
R. Brinkman, 38, Bellechester, 
suspended license, $281; 
Skyler R. Brown, 19, Blooming 
Prairie, speeding, $221; Amy 
L. Haycraft, 36, Mankato, 
speeding, $141; Troy L. Heagy, 
46, Lancaster, PA, driving less 
than minimum speed, $131; 
Nicholas S. Kol, 18, Faribault, 
failure to use designated lane, 
$131; Anna M. Lawrence, 22, 
Rochester, speeding, $141; 
Anastacio A. Martinez, 46, 
Fairmont, window tint violation, 
$131; John A. McCollum, 26, 
Medford, revoked license, $381 
and 1 year of unsupervised 
probation; Amy E. Peterson, 
34, Owatonna, seat belt, and 
no child passenger restraint 
system, $156; John M. Powell, 
56, Rosemount, speeding, $121; 
Charlotte D. Reed-Vidler, 51, 
Flower Mound, TX, speeding, 
$221; Brendan J. Seals, 31, 
Northfield, no insurance, 
$281; Kevin Sin, 27, Rochester, 
speeding and suspended 
license, $341; Andrea M. 
Stadler, 48, Faribault, speeding, 
$121; Olga P. Velez, 39, 
Brownsville, TX, speeding and 
no license, $241; Sally J. Wright, 
39, Minneapolis, speeding, 
$131. 

OWATONNA POLICE 
DEPARTMENT

Jeffrey D. Cummins, 54, 
Owatonna, speeding, $121; 
Joseph M. Davis, 33, Owatonna, 
no insurance, $281; Muhim A. 
Farah, 21, Owatonna, lights 
violation, $100; Daniela Gallegos 
Mariscal, 35, Owatonna, no 
license, $181; Hector U. Garza 
Monsivais, 27, Owatonna, 
cancelled license, expired 
tabs and no insurance, $511; 
Donald R. Greenleaf, 26, 
Owatonna, domestic assault, 
$381, 28 days in county jail, 
no possession of firearms, no 
alcohol or controlled substance 
use, chemical dependency 
evaluation, domestic abuse 
evaluation, obtain permission 
to leave the state, do not enter 
liquor establishments and 1 
year of supervised probation; 
Mitchell G. Harding, 25, 
Owatonna, failure to stop for 
school bus, $111 and 6 years 
of unsupervised probation; 
Sara J. Harty, 27, Geneva, 
revoked license and speeding, 
$321; Laurel G. Hoban, 32, 
Owatonna, expired tabs, $111; 

Tyler C. Jewison, 27, Owatonna, 
prohibited lights, $121; Sarah J. 
Kelly, 23, Owatonna, speeding, 
$131; Sarah Kuichtoch, 30, St. 
Cloud, revoked license and 
no insurance, $481; Patrick 
C. Lammers, 21, Owatonna, 
failure to stop for traffic control 
signal, $131; Edwin Luhda, 
43, Austin, failure to obey 
lane signs, $131; Guillermo 
Padron, 32, Owatonna, 
domestic assault, $131 and 
90 days in county jail; Gary 
J. Peterson, 45, Owatonna, 
expired tabs, $111; Jose L. 
Reyes, 23, Owatonna, failure 
to signal, no insurance and 
possession of paraphernalia, 
$381; Elina M. Saucedo, 19, 
Dodge Center, theft, $231.87, 
no trespassing at Walmart 
and 1 year of unsupervised 
probation; Codie J. Tesch, 20, 
Owatonna, failure to yield, $50; 
Sam I. Thompson, 21, Geneva, 
theft, $121 and 9 days in 
county jail; Serena D. Volk, 18, 
Vancouver, WA, suspended 
license, no insurance and 
expired tabs, $511; Allison A. 
Waage, 26, Bloomington, IL, 
expired registration, $111; Jody 
M. White, 32, Milford, NE, DWI 
and open bottle, $406, 2 days 
in county jail, substance abuse 
subtle screening inventory 
and 2 years of supervised 
probation; Ariana M. Wilker, 
17, Owatonna, texting while 
driving, $131; Abdiwahid R. 
Yusuf, 21, Mankato, speeding, 
$141. 

STEELE COUNTY 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Carlos Beascochea, 18, 
Waseca, speeding, $121; 
Matthew C. Butler, 19, 
Hartland, speeding, $281;  
Britany U. Epps, 30, Austin, 
speeding, $121; Rudy Gomez, 
37, Owatonna, speeding and 
expired tabs, $251; Felipe 
Grimaldo, 23, Austin, speeding, 
$131; Suzann L. Halla, 35, 
Owatonna, theft, $133.88; 
Mohamed Z. Hammadelniel, 
16, Rochester, speeding, stay 
of adjudication, $135; Kaitlyn 
M. Hansen, 27, Waseca, 
speeding, $121; Eric C. Hanson, 
37, Blooming Prairie, speeding, 
$121; Gary L. Henkensiefken, 
59, Ellendale, speeding, $121; 
Jacob J. Hill, 25, Waseca, 
speeding, $141; Kyle D. 
Johnson, 44, New Richland, 
speeding, $111; Jenny J. Koops, 
25, St. Paul, speeding, $121; 
Jeremy R. Lueck, 32, West 
Salem, WI, no insurance, $281; 
Jose B. Martinez, 27, speeding 
and revoked license, $581; 
Rafael Reyes, 30, Waseca, 
speeding, $121; Raul Serna, 
38, speeding, $121; Robert M. 
Sikel, 44, Claremont, speeding 
and revoked license, $341; 
Bobby J. Smitty, 25, Blooming 
Prairie, no insurance, $281; 
Jeffrey J. Spatenka, 54, 
Blooming Prairie, no insurance, 
$281; John H. Spence, 18, 
New Richland, speeding, 
expired tabs and no insurance, 
$371; Earl C. Thibodeau, 52, 
Faribault, damage to property, 
$81; James J. Wemple, 48, 
Blooming Prairie, speeding and 
no insurance, $321; Cayle B. 
Wendorf, 24, Golden Valley, 
speeding, $121; Markeontis 
R. Willis, 23, Minneapolis, 
speeding and suspended 
license, $341. 

POLICE BLOTTER
Steele County

BLOOMING PRAIRIE POLICE
Jan. 8

Theft: Officer took a theft 
report in the 100 block of 
Highway Ave. S. at 2:32 p.m. 

OWATONNA POLICE
Dec. 31

Restraining Order: Police 
received a report of a 
restraining order violation at 
the law enforcement center at 

8:32 a.m. 

Hit and Run: At 6:04 p.m., a 
hit and run accident resulting 
in property damage occurred 
in the 1100 block of Frontage 
Rd. W. 

Theft: A motor vehicle was 
reported stolen from the 200 
block of Cedar Ave. N. at 7:42 
p.m. 

Jan. 1
Domestic: Police responded 
to a domestic disturbance in 
the 200 block of Rose St. E. 
at 12:49 a.m. They arrested a 
subject at the scene. 

Arrest: Police arrested a 
motorist during a traffic stop at 
Hoffman Dr. NW and Rose St. 
W. at 9:55 p.m.

Jan. 2
Warrant: Police arrested a 
juvenile for an outstanding 
warrant in the 300 block of 
Main St. E. at 8:18 a.m. 

Domestic: At 10:09 a.m., 
police arrested a subject for a 
domestic in the 200 block of 
Pearl St. E. 

Mental Health: Officers 
responded to a mental health 
incident in the 600 block of 
Oak Ave. S. at 1:38 p.m. 

Warrants: Police made 
warrant arrests in the 800 
block of Elm Ave. N. at 6:06 
p.m. and the 200 block of Main 
St. E. at 9:23 p.m. 

Indecent Exposure: Officers 
responded to an indecent 
exposure incident in the 2200 
block of Hartle Ave. SE at 6:42 
p.m. 

DWI: Police arrested a motorist 
for driving while intoxicated at 
26th St. NW and Interstate 35 
at 9:32 p.m. 

Jan. 3
Warrants: Police made 
warrant arrests in the 500 
block of Adams Ave. NW at 
10:54 a.m. and the 500 block 
of Mound St. SW at 12:23 p.m. 

Arrest: Officer assisted 
another agency with arresting 
a subject in the 600 block of 
Cedar Ave. N. at 11:49 a.m. 

Disturbance: Police 
responded to a disturbance in 
the 200 block of 21st St. NW 
at 12:31 p.m. 

Jan. 4
Disturbance: Officers 
responded to a disturbance in 
the 1900 block of Rosewood 
Dr. NW at 7:58 a.m. 

Assist: Police assisted 
another agency with arresting 
a juvenile in the 400 block of 
Hillsdale St. NW at 8:32 a.m. 

Warrant: Officer made a 
warrant arrest in the 500 block 
of 23rd St. NE at 1:34 p.m. 

Vandalism: Property damage 
was reported in the 400 block 
of Kim Lane SW at 2:25 p.m. 

Crash: At 4:31 p.m., a motor 
vehicle accident with injuries 
occurred in the 600 block of 
Bridge St. W. 

Shoplifting: A shoplifting 
incident occurred in the 2100 
block of Bridge St. W. at 5:21 
p.m. 

Jan. 5
Domestic: At 1:49 a.m., police 
responded to a domestic 
disturbance in the 200 block of 
Cedar Ave. N. They arrested a 
subject at the scene. 

DWI: Officer made a DWI arrest 
at Park Square W. and Main St. 
W. at 3:42 a.m. 

Criminal Sexual Conduct: 
Police began an investigation 
of criminal sexual conduct 
17th St. NE and 7th Ave. NE at 
3:22 p.m. 

Shoplifting: At 5:04 p.m., a 
shoplifting incident occurred in 
the 2100 block of Bridge St. W. 

Jan. 6
Hit and Run: At 9:22 a.m., a 
hit and run accident resulting 

in property damage occurred 
at State Ave. NW and Glendale 
St. NW. 

Juvenile: Police received a 
juvenile complaint from the 800 
block of Willowbrook St. NE at 
9:24 p.m. 

Jan. 7
Warrant: Officer made a 
warrant arrest in the 600 block 
of Cedar Ave. N. at 12:56 p.m. 

Theft: Officer took a theft 
report in the 600 block of 
Agnes St. E. at 9:27 p.m. 

Criminal Sexual Conduct: 
Police began an investigation 
of criminal sexual conduct in 
the 800 block of 25th St. NE at 
11:15 p.m. 

Jan. 8 
Warrant: Officer made a 
warrant arrest in the 500 block 
of Prospect St. E. at 9:58 a.m. 

Theft: Police took a theft report 
in the 700 block of Bridge St. W. 
at 11:53 a.m. 

Suspicion: At 1:38 p.m., 
officers responded to 
suspicious activity in the 500 
block of State Ave. NW. They 
arrested a subject at the scene. 

Vandalism: Property damage 
was reported in the 600 block 
of Agnes St. E. at 8:37 p.m. 

Jan. 9 
Warrant: Officer made a 
warrant arrest in the 200 block 
of McKinley St. E. at 9:34 a.m. 

Drugs: Drug activity was 
reported in the 300 block of 
School St. E. at 10:49 a.m. 

Vandalism: Property damage 
was reported in the 600 block 
of Agnes St. E. at 5:52 p.m. 

Shoplifting: At 8:23 p.m., a 
shoplifting incident occurred 
in the 1100 block of Frontage 
Rd. W. 

Jan. 10 
DWI: Officer made a DWI arrest 
in the 100 block of Riverside 
Ave. NW at 1:24 a.m. 

Warrant: Police made a 
warrant arrest in the 400 block 
of 16th St. NE at 2:18 p.m. 

Vandalism: Property damage 
was reported in the 600 block 
of Agnes St. E. at 3:50 p.m. 

Theft: Officer arrested a 
subject for theft in the 200 
block of McKinley St. E. at 5:40 
p.m. 

Crash: Police responded to a 
motor vehicle accident that 
resulted in property damage at 
Holly St. SW and Oak Ave. S. at 
7:43 p.m. They issued a citation 
to one of the drivers. 

Theft: At 10:17 p.m., a motor 
vehicle was reported stolen 
from the 600 block of Bridge 
St. W. 

STEELE COUNTY SHERIFF
Jan. 7

Fraud: Deputy took a report 
of a fraud incident in the 
4100 block of Austin Road in 
Owatonna Township at 10:37 
a.m. 

Jan. 8
Crash: At 5:16 a.m., a motor 
vehicle accident with injuries 
occurred in the 8400 block of 
Crane Creek Road in Meriden 
Township. 

Harassment: Deputies 
responded to a harassment 
incident in the 4100 block 
of 66th St. NW in Medford 
Township. 

Jan. 10

Welfare: Deputy conducted a 
welfare check in the 600 block 
of School St. S. in Ellendale at 
8:06 a.m. 

Vandalism: Property damage 
was reported in the 1500 block 
of 62nd Ave. SW in Meriden 
Township at 9:42 a.m. 

Theft: At 4:09 p.m., a theft 
occurred in the 6400 block of 
Frontage Rd. W. in Medford. 

Drugs: Deputies responded to 
drug activity in the 600 block 
of School St. S. in Ellendale at 
5:54 p.m. 

Word Search Corner

Make new friends.

VALLEYVIEW ASSISTED LIVING
1212 W Frontage Rd Owatonna, MN

507-451-0722 • valleyviewofowatonna.com
Newly
Remodeled

County
Assistance
Accepted 

Pet
Friendly

Sponsored By

SNOW
COLD

WINDY
FREEZING

ICY
MITTENS

COAT

HAT
SLEDDING

SKIING
BLIZZARD

SNOWFLAKE
FROST
ICICLES

Winter
G K S J C G J C I K H D M E G
Q N X O C N H Q P C R A V U E
Z W I Q U I L W K A I N T W J
S Z O Z M D O O Z R A C I K M
O S S N E D H Z E T M N L F C
H F K G S E I N D Q D Q B E C
F J I C Y L R Q L Y J M F H S
B X I W B S X F O W L M P H C
C G N B X S S F C T A W Z I C
Q U G W A P F Z A Q C X L A A
E T V K Q T Z O R T S O R F W
F M X M V N C J K J C K K F H
O S B O U H T N D W O P L O T
M P Q B F T E K A L F W O N S
N V D W A M I T T E N S B I Q

NNA POLICE 
DEPARTM

SEE PUBLIC SAFETY, B8
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Donate

Steele County
Owatonna

Jan. 22: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Riverland Community College, 965 Alexander Dr. SW

Mower County
Austin

Jan. 28: 1-7 p.m. 
National Guard Armory, 800 21st St. NE

Jan. 29: 12-6 p.m 
National Guard Armory, 800 21st St. NE

Jan. 30: 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 
National Guard Armory 800 21st St. NE

Freeborn County
Albert Lea

Jan. 21: 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Ramada, 2301 E. Main St.

Jan. 25: 2-7 p.m. 
St. Theodore Catholic Church, 308 E. Fountain St.

Jan. 31: 1-7 p.m. 
United Methodist Church, 702 Highway 69 South

Dodge County
Kasson

Jan. 31: 12:30-6:30 p.m. 
Holy Family Catholic Church, 1904 N. Mantorville Ave.

Upcoming area blood drives:
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Always local, 
all the time. 

FORECLOSURE
NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION OF 
THE DEBT AND IDENTITY OF THE 

ORIGINAL CREDITOR WITHIN 
THE TIME PROVIDED BY LAW IS 

NOT AFFECTED BY THIS ACTION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN:
That default has occurred in the 
conditions of the following described 
mortgage:
DATE OF MORTGAGE:  October 
16, 2008
MORTGAGOR: Pamela S. Ingval-
son, a single person
MORTGAGEE:  Affinity Plus Federal 
Credit Union, a credit union orga-
nized under the laws of the United 
States of America
DATE AND PLACE OF RECORD-
ING:  Recorded October 24, 2008 in 
the office of the County Recorder, as 
Document No. A000360304, Steele 
County, Minnesota.
TRANSACTION AGENT:  None
TRANSACTION AGENT’S MORT-
GAGE IDENTIFICATION NUMBER 
ON MORTGAGE:  None
LENDER OR BROKER AND MORT-
GAGE ORIGINATOR STATED ON 
MORTGAGE:  Affinity Plus Federal 
Credit Union
RESIDENTIAL MORTGAGE SER-
VICER:  N/A
MORTGAGED PROPERTY AD-
DRESS:  455 Main Street West, 
Blooming Prairie, Minnesota 55917
TAX PARCEL I.D. NO.  14-111-0107
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF PROP-
ERTY:  Lot 7, Block 1, Prairie Villa 
Addition to the Village of Blooming 
Prairie, Steele County, Minnesota.
COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY IS 
LOCATED:  Steele
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL AMOUNT 
OF MORTGAGE:  $89,240.00
AMOUNT DUE AND CLAIMED TO 
BE DUE AS OF DATE OF NOTICE, 
INCLUDING TAXES, IF ANY, PAID 
BY MORTGAGEE: $84,731.06
INTEREST RATE AND PER DIEM:  
Current interest rate is 3.500%, with 
a per diem of $7.64.
That prior to commencement of this 
mortgage foreclosure proceeding 
Mortgagee complied with all notice 
requirements by statute; That no 
action or proceeding has been insti-
tuted at law or otherwise to recover 
the debt secured by said mortgage or 
any part thereof;
PURSUANT to the power of sale 
contained in said mortgage, the 
above described property will be 
sold by the Sheriff of said county as 
follows:
DATE AND TIME OF SALE: Febru-
ary 14, 2019, at 10:00 a.m.
PLACE OF SALE:  Steele County 
Sheriff's Office, 204 East Pearl 
Street, Owatonna, Minnesota  
55060, to pay the debt then secured 
by said Mortgage, taxes, if any, on 
said premises, and the costs and dis-
bursements, including attorneys’ fees 
allowed by law subject to redemption 
within six (6) months from the date 
of said sale by the mortgagor, their 
personal representatives or assigns.
DATE AND TIME MORTGAGOR 
MUST VACATE THE PREMISES: 
Unless said mortgage is reinstated 
or the property redeemed, or unless 
the time for redemption is reduced 
by judicial order, you must vacate 
the premises by August 14, 2019, at 
11:59 p.m. 

 “THE TIME ALLOWED BY LAW 
FOR REDEMPTION BY THE MORT-

GAGOR, THE MORTGAGOR’S 
PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES 
OR ASSIGNS, MAY BE REDUCED 
TO FIVE (5) WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL 
ORDER IS ENTERED UNDER 
MINNESOTA STATUTES, SEC-
TION 582.032, DETERMINING, 
AMONG OTHER THINGS, THAT 
THE MORTGAGED PREMISES 
ARE IMPROVED WITH A RESIDEN-
TIAL DWELLING OF LESS THAN 
FIVE UNITS, ARE NOT PROP-
ERTY USED IN AGRICULTURAL 
PRODUCTION, AND ARE ABAN-
DONED.”

Dated: December 20, 2018
MESSERLI & KRAMER P.A.

By:	 /s/ Jonathan R. Septer
Jonathan R. Septer (Lic. #390506)

1400 Fifth Street Towers
100 South Fifth Street

Minneapolis, MN 55402-1217
(612) 672-3600

Attorney in Fact for 
Affinity Plus Federal Credit Union

15845-928
IMPORTANT NOTICE

This communication is from a debt 
collector and is an attempt to collect 
a debt.  Any information obtained will 

be used for that purpose.

12/25,1/1,1/8,
1/15,1/22,1/29

NOTICE

 

ADVERT ISEMENT FOR BIDS 

Sealed Bids will be received by the City of Blooming Prairie, Minnesota, in the City Hall at 138 
Highway Avenue South, Blooming Prairie, MN 55917 until 10 A.M., CST, on Tuesday, February 5, 2019, 
at which time they will be publicly opened and read aloud for the furnishing of all labor, materials, 
and all else necessary for the following: 
 
2019 Street Rehabilitation Improvements 
 
In general, Work consists of the reclamation and resurfacing of bituminous roadways, along with 
concrete curb and gutter spot replacement and structure rehabilitation and adjustments.  The 
Project consists of the following approximate quantities: 
 

26,650 SQ YD  Reclaim Bituminous Pavement 
26,650 SQ YD  Bituminous Non Wear Course SPNWB230B (2.0-Inches Thick)  
26,650 SQ YD  Bituminous Wear Course SPWEB230B (1.5-Inches Thick)  

 1,150 LIN FT  Remove and Replace B618 Concrete Curb and Gutter 
 29 EA  Remove and Replace Catch Basin  
 2,950 CU YD  Preparation of Reclaimed Aggregate Base (P) 
 
Along with miscellaneous utility improvements, removals, restoration and correlated appurtenances. 
 
Complete digital Bidding Documents are available at www.questcdn.com for $20.00 by inputting 
QuestCDN eBidDoc #6049049 on the website’s Project Search page.  Paper Bidding Documents 
may also be viewed at the City of Blooming Prairie and at Stantec, 6188 Rome Circle NW, 
Rochester, MN 55901, (507) 282-2100.  
 
Direct inquiries to Engineer’s Project Manager, Brett Grabau, at (507) 529-6030. 
 
Bid Security in the amount of 5 percent of the amount of the Bid must accompany each Bid in 
accordance with the Instructions to Bidders. 
 
The Owner reserves the right to retain the deposits of the 3 lowest Bidders for a period not to exceed 
60 days after the date and time set for the Opening of Bids. No Bids may be withdrawn for a period 
of 60 days after the date and time set for the Opening of Bids. 
 
The Owner reserves the right to reject any and all Bids, to waive irregularities and informalities 
therein, and further reserves the right to award the Contract to the best interests of the Owner. 
 
Mike Jones, City Administrator 
City of Blooming Prairie, Minnesota 

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
Sealed bids will be received by Steele County at the Steele County Auditor’s Office located at 630 
Florence Avenue, until 9:00 a.m. on Tuesday, January 29, 2019, at which time they will be public-
ly opened and read aloud in the board chambers, for the furnishing of all labor and materials for the 
following project:

Steele County – Cold Storage Building

Owner
Steele County

630 Florence Avenue
Owatonna, MN  55060
Phone: 507-456-2470

Documents for the project may be obtained from the County via e-mail.  
  Contact:  Alan Forsberg 
  Phone:     507-456-2470
  E-mail:    Alan.Forsberg@co.steele.mn.us

Documents are also available at:
1.  Steele County Highway Department located at 635 Florence Ave 

Bids shall be submitted on copies of the bid proposal form.  One certified copy of the bid form shall 
be submitted in a sealed envelope, labeled with the project name as listed above and addressed 
to the Steele County Board.  The bid shall be accompanied by a certified check, cashier's check or 
bid bond in the amount of five percent of the total bid price, made payable to Steele County, as a 
guarantee that the bidder will enter into the proposed contract within the time specified and at the 
price bid proposed.

The Steele County Board reserves the right to reject any or all bids, to waive any irregularities and 
informalities therein and to determine whether a bid is responsive or non-responsive.  The County 
further reserves the right to award the contract to the best interests of the County.

Greg Ilkka, County Engineer
1/8,1/15

NOTICE OF ANNUAL 
MEETING AND ELECTIONS OF 

OFFICERS FOR 2019
    The Annual Meeting and Election of Officers of the Steele Co. 
Chapter of Minnesota Pheasants for 2019 will be held at the KC 
Hall, 820 S. Elm, Owatonna on Tuesday, Feb. 12 with social hour 
at 6:30 and meeting at 7:00.
   
Please Contact Dennis Thompson - 507-456-1644 

1/15 ,1/22 ,1/29

The Blooming Prairie School Board will be holding a 
public meeting on January 28, 2019 at 6:30 p.m. in the 
High School Media Center in order to gather input from 
community members regarding the search for a new 
Superintendent of Schools.

1/15,1/22

NOTICE

Minnesota Secretary of 
State Certificate of Assumed Name 

Minnesota 
Statutes, Chapter 333

The filing of an assumed name does 
not provide a user with exclusive rights 
to that name. The filing is required 
for consumer protection in order 
to enable customers to be able to 
identify the true owner of a business.

ASSUMED NAMED: 
Prairie Ridge Orthodontics
 
PRINCIPAL PLACE OF BUSINESS: 
475 26th St. NE, Owatonna MN 
55060 USA

NAMEHOLDER(S): 
Name:
Jeffrey D. Loveless, D.D.S., P.A.

Address:
475 26th St. NW
Owatonna, MN 55060

I, the undersigned, certify that I 
am signing this document as the 
person whose signature is required, 
or as agent of the person(s) whose 
signature would be required who has 
authorized me to sign this document 
on his/her behalf, or in both capacities. 
I further certify that I have completed 
all required fields, and that the 
information in this document is true 
and correct and in compliance with 
the applicable chapter of Minnesota 
Statutes. I understand that by signing 
this document I am subject to the 
penalties of perjury as set forth in 
Section 609.48 as if I had signed this 
document under oath.

SIGNED BY: 
Jeffrey D. Loveless

D.D.S., President

Date:
December 14, 2018

1/15, 1/22

FULL PAGE

ADVERTISING

Starting January and running through March 12, we’re offering a limited number of FULL-PAGE ads in each 
edition of the Dodge County Advantage, Dodge County Independent and Steele County Times for insanely low rates.

More circulation. More results.

Dodge County’s only newspaper

Steele County’s local news 100% all the time

QUANTITY   FULL PAGE-B&W  FULL PAGE-FULL COLOR
1 FULL PAGE   $399   $459
2 FULL PAGES   $359 ea.   $399 ea.
3 OR MORE    $299 ea.   $359 ea.

QUANTITY   FULL PAGE-B&W  FULL PAGE-FULL COLOR
1 FULL PAGE   $359   $399
2 FULL PAGES   $299 ea.   $359 ea.
3 OR MORE    $259 ea.   $299 ea.

The price you pay will depend on

HOW MANY YOU RESERVE

ADADADADADADADADADADADADADADADADADADADADADADADADADADADADADADADADADADADADADADADvantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantageDODGE COUNTY

17,000
HOUSEHOLDS 
EVERY WEEK

SAVE UP TO

85% OFF
REGULAR PRICE!

STIPULATIONS:
• Full pages must run in January, February, through March 12
• Ad copy must be in by Thursdays prior to the issue date
• Position, placement and color sold first-come, first-served
• Excludes front page of the Advantage
• Excludes special editions

Remember:  We’re limiting the number of pages per week.              
When they’re gone, they’re gone.

Call Annie Anderson at 507-319-1549 or email 
bpannie@frontier.com to place your full-page ad today!

ADADADADADADADADADADADADADADADADADADADADADADADADADADADADADADADADADADADADADADADvantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantagevantageDODGE COUNTY
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Place your 
employment ads with us. 

Call 507-319-1549 and ask for Annie

Place your employment ads with us. 
Call 507-319-1549 and ask for Annie

Let’s  get you movin’ !
Jennifer Walsh

507-438-6676
email: jenwalsh@kw.com

web: jenwalsh.kw.com

Licensed in Minnesota
Serving Serving Steele, Dodge, 
Mower and Freeborn counties, 
including Rochester, Byron, 
Kasson and Owatonna.

Weekly crossword

FOR SALE:  New Waste Oil Fur-
nace w/ 200-gallon underneath 
Tank $450.00.  Call 507-383-
9024. 
PIANOS, DIGITAL PIANOS, 
Rodgers Church Organs - New, 
Used, Sales & Service - Call 
DEWEY KRUGER MUSIC, 
Northwood, Iowa, 800-933-
5830, deweykrugermusic.com  
Wk4,5,6,7

FOR SALE

CLASSIFIEDS
 Over 25,000 in households            Serving Steele, Mower, Freeborn, Dodge, and Olmsted Counties       www.steeledodgenews.com  
 

DEALS ON WHEELS
Sell your car, bike, RV, 
trailer,  and anything on 

wheels today!!

3-WEEK SPECIAL: $32
BUY TWO WEEKS, 
GET THE THIRD FREE
UP TO 20 WORDS; 10¢ FOR EACH WORD AFTER

TO PLACE AN AD
Steele County Times
507-583-4431
bptimes@frontiernet.net
411 E. Main St., Blooming Prairie, MN 55917

TO PLACE AN AD
Dodge County Independent

Dodge County Advantage
507-634-7503 • dci@kmtel.com

121 W. Main St., Kasson, MN 55944

BARGAIN FINDER
Sell your items for $50 or 

less. Run it for four weeks.
ONLY $5!

DEALS ON 
WHEELS

DEALS ON 
WHEELS

DEALS ON 
WHEELS

DEALS ON 
WHEELS

  26ft w/awning
  Sleeps 5 - bunk beds in rear
  Queen bed in front, couch/bed
  Super Slide 

(living room & dining area)
  Inside/Outside Shower,  

2 lg. Storage bins
  Very Clean. Used by 2 Adults

Call to make appointment
Gene Francis 507-583-2331

2003 Sportsman  
5th Wheel Camper

$8,000

Yamaha Virago XV750    
Adult Driven - One owner

54K miles 97’    
Shaft Drive, cover,

soft saddle bags, books.

Asking $1239. 
call 507-634-4345

2010 Honda Gold Wing, 
12,000 miles.
Heated seats 

and handle bars
($24,000 new)

Asking $14,000. 
Call Jim 477-2458 or 

438-9981 (cell)

APARTMENTS FOR RENT, 1, 2 
& 3 BR, gas & elec. Included. 507-
273-7386. � 44tfc
DODGE CENTER 2-bedroom, 2 
bath split level home. Stove and 
refrigerator furnished. Full par-
tially finished basement. Renter 
pays all utilities. Non-smokers 
only apply. $995.00 deposit and 
$995.00 rent.  Call 507-250-
3238 or 507-374-6747 (51 chg-
tfn)
2 BD-MANTORVILLE RENT 
from $515 p/mo + elec. Month 
to month leases. No pets. 507-
398-6027 or 507-451-8524 
www.lifestyleinc.net tdd 507-
451-0704 Equal Housing Oppor-
tunity.   (wk 5,6 pd)
1 BD- MAIN STREET KAS-
SON. Available Feb.1st   1 month 
deposit, utilities are included. 
No Pets. No Smoking. Call 507-
273-9244   (wk 5,6,7 chg)

FOR RENT

Electric Bicycle 
(needs nothing) 

 Asking $700.
 (retail $1700) 

507-279-4103 cell 
or 281-4040.

For Sale - Brent Grain Cart 
Model 882 with tarp. 

Asking $29,500. 
Call 507-269-8797

Motor scooter 5000 mile, 
Yamaha model Royal.

Asking $600.
(new #3,500) 

Call 507-279-4103 cell 
or 281-4040

4  Power Awning & 
Stabilizer Jacks

4 Used 2 months
4 Rear living room 
4 1 slide out
4 Smoke free - Pet free
4 1/2 ton towable
4  $22,900 Must sell 

(health issues) - Make 
an offer

507-398-3297 Galen

GREAT VALUE 

LIKE
NEW

2015 
27' Travel 

Trailer

2000 Ford F250 7.3 
diesel/ Many new parts.

New ball joints, new 
breaks,tires, no rust.

Asking $7000 
OBO. 

call 507-261-2884

1998 John Deere Model 
320 18 horse liquid cool 

hydostatic all gone through 
48” lawn mowing, ready to 

blow snow.
$2,700 OBO. 

call 507-634-7097

1992 Dodge Dakota

318 V8, Black, 192,000 miles, 
Fair condition, Running Boards, 

Ladder Rack, Tool Box
$1,500 OBO

507-455-9662 or  
507-390-2626  
Ask for Stephen
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Preference will be given to minority firms, women business 
enterprises and labor surplus area firms. If interested in an 

application, please visit our website www.semcac.org or contact 
Melissa Feine, Weatherization Program Coordinator at  

(507) 864-8204 
Applications must be received by February 4, 2019. 

Semcac is an EOE/AA/ADA Compliance Organization. 

Semcac Seeks 
Mechanical Contractors 

for Energy Programs 
Semcac’s Energy Programs are 

seeking electrical, appliance, 
and mechanical contractors. 

Work is performed in Dodge, 
Fillmore, Freeborn, Houston, 
Mower, Steele, Olmsted and 

Winona counties. Contractors 
must have current bonds, 
licenses, insurance, and 

ability to complete all work in 
accordance with MN energy 
program policies, standards 

and requirements. 

➧Registered Nurse
Fulltime position in our 
assisted living environment. 

Flexible schedule/Benefits.
Join a great team

Apply at: www.oxfordmgmt.com/careers • EOE

CAREER OPPORTUNITY

$1500 
Sign on Bonus!!

Full-Time and Part-Time — Customer Service Representatives 
Positions available due to continuous company growth!

Are you looking for a great career opportunity?
Do you enjoy providing great customer service?

Competitive wages starting at $11.00 + pay increase after 90 days!!
Shift Differentials up to $2.00 EXTRA per hour!  

Earn up to an additional $10/hour during peak events!
Benefits Offered to All Employees, including, Health, Dental,  

Vision, Life, Disability Insurance and much more!
• Comprehensive Training Program  • Rewarding Wellness Program

Apply today! Training classes starting in January and February! 

Complete the CRC application available at: www.crc.coop,  
or Stop by our office: 2000 8th St NW Austin

Cooperative Response Center is the career for you!  
CRC in Austin is now hiring: 

For questions about 
CRC: email: 

employment@crc.coop 
or Call: 

Molly Kral, 
HRD Generalist at  

(507) 437-2664

CLUES ACROSS
 1. “ER” actress Leslie
 5. Hebrew name for Babylon
10. Newts
14. Leaf angle
15. Dravidian language
16. Ridge on nematodes
17. Monetary unit
18. Determined the tare
19. Unfreeze
20. Merits
22. World’s oldest broadcast-
ing organization
23. Vacation spot
24. December 25
27. Ottoman military com-
mand
30. Resin-like substance 
secreted by insects
31. A.C. Comics female super-
villain
32. Insect linked to honey
35. Opinion
37. In the middle of
38. Basketballer Yao
39. Remove lid
40. Pressure wound therapy
41. Fabric
42. Witnessed
43. Defunct European eco-
nomic organization
44. “Hotel California” rockers
45. When you expect to arrive
46. “Sleepless in Seattle” 
actress Ryan
47. Danish airline
48. Insecticide
49. Scientific instrument
52. Type of seal
55. Israeli city __ Aviv
56. Cavalry sword
60. Ottoman title
61. Gurus
63. Cold wind
64. Predatory reptile (abbr.)
65. New Jersey is one

66. 
Divulge a 
secret
67. Finely 
chopped 
mixture
68. 
Actress 
Zellweger
69. Ro-
manian 
city

 CLUES 
DOWN
   1. “Dark 
Knight” 
actor
 2. S. 
African 
plants
 3. Castle 
in County 
Offaly, 
Ireland
 4. White 
(French)
 5. Morsel
 6. 
Semitic 
language
 7. Areas 
outside 
cities
 8. Crackling
 9. Cub
10. Landmark house in Los 
Angeles
11. Red Hot Chili Peppers 
bassist
12. Mineral
13. Late night host Myers
21. Pull along
23. Not good
25. British Air Aces
26. Upset

27. Maltreatment
28. Nocturnal, cat-like animal
29. Hollyhocks
32. Shelter
33. Finished
34. Discharge
36. “X-Men” actor McKellen
37. Beloved dish __ and 
cheese
38. Holds coffee
40. Languish
41. Quenches
43. Electric fish
44. Consume

46. Type of school
47. Erase
49. Educate
50. “Transformers” actress 
Fox
51. Spiritual leader
52. Every one
53. Site of the Taj Mahal
54. Welsh village
57. Weapon
58. Geological times
59. S. Asian crops
61. Soviet Socialist Republic
62. Witness
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STARTING AT

$249
* valid thru 12/31/18

STARTERS

REMOTE
CAR

OTHER SERVICES:
• Heated seats starting at $200/seat   
• Window Tint  • Backup cameras   
• IPod/Bluetooth integrations

810 E. Veterans Memorial Hwy
Kasson, MN 55944
www.amptdcs.com • 507-634-2678

STARTING AT

$349
1 heated seat & 
Remote starter

Check out what 
we have to offer!  
Stop by today!

Bring In this 
Coupon for a

 $25 discount

classic parts

misgen auto parts
Full-service & self-service automotive recycler
Late model cars & trucks

12880 SW 72nd Ave.  |  Ellendale, MN 56026 
800-358-4902  |   507-684-2100  |   www.misgen.com

and

since 1972

misgen auto parts
m2

80658 120th St.  |  Glenville, MN 56036  | 507-448-7111 (by appointment)
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495 West N. Street, Owatonna • 507-451-7220 • www.cashwise.com

cashwisedelivers.com

Ellendale Municipal Liquor
WEEKLY FOOD & DRINK SPECIALS

507.684.9422 • Ellendale
Congratulations!

New Richland Auto Repair LLC • 246 Third Street NE • New Richland

(507) 463 - 3261 • www.nrautorepair.com

NEW RICHLAND 
AUTO REPAIR

The auto repair shop you can trust

www.misgen.com

• Full Service Yard  • U-Pull Parts
12880 SW 72nd Ave, Ellendale  | 507-684-2100

At Mapleton
206 3rd Ave NE, PO Box 365
Mapleton, MN 56065
(507) 524-4990

At New Richland
113 SW 1st Street
New Richland, MN 56072
(507) 463-3565

w w w . l d - a g . c o m

Christmas!

Application tools 
that will boost your 
yield & pay for 
themselves quickly.

507-845-2100
408 BROADWAY, HARTLAND

THE WILLOWS 
RESTAURANT & LOUNGE

100 State Highway 13
New Richland

(507) 463-1000

A Honor Roll 

B Honor Roll 

Grade 6  
Bell, Ned 
Borchert, Grace 
Buendorf, Kia 
Bunn, Parker 
Bunn, Payton 
Churchill, Julia
Dalbec, Emilee 
Kitzer, Levin 
Kruger-Diaz, Jordis
Lenort, Keira 
Loken, Addison 
Mikesell, Kiyah
Mueller, McKenzie 
Murray, Madison 
Nydegger, Evelyn 
Peterson, Erin 
Petsinger, Annabelle 
Roesler, George 
Rollins, Debra 
Schmidt, Tayler 
Schultz, Elsie 
Schultz, Hallie 
Sommer, Brenna 
Stadheim, Isabel 
Williams, Gracie

Grade 7  
Boyd, Avyana 
Briggs, Andrea 
DenHerder, Levi 

Deyle, Aidan 
Domeier, Anton 
Fischer, Raquel 
Groskreutz, Wyatt 
Ihrke, Bailey 
Ihrke, Bree 
Jacobson, Erin 
Jeno, Torrence 
Kofstad, Olivia 
Lageson, Jackson 
Lembke, Taya 
Nelson, Valerie 
Nissen, Charlie 
Nolan, Zander 
Schultz, Sidney Smith 
Vulcan, Tatum 
Soulisak, Mayla 
Strom, Josie 
Swenson, Spencer 
Thompson, Ethan 
Wayne, Eva 
Wencl, Neela 
Wilkenson, Gavin
Wilkenson, Grace 

Grade 8  
Baas, Madalynn 
Beck, Jaxon 
Bogue, Hunter 
Budach, Bo 
Dobberstein, Alex 
Eads, Severin 

Gushwa, Elsabet 
Hagen, Ashley
Harpel, Cora 
Horejsi, Jordan 
Johannsen, Madison 
Knudson, Brenlee 
Kormann, Cassie 
Kruger, Kylee 
LaCanne, Miranda 
Martin, Rhys 
Mueller, Matthew 
Nicholson, Cameron 
Peters, Ethan 
Peterson, Anna 
Peterson, Porter 
Stenzel, Clay 
Stork, Sophie 
Utpadel, Journey 
Vaale, Torri 
Vanek, Nathan 
Vanwinkle, Haley

Grade 9  
Baker, Elli 
Barber, Alexis 
Blowers, Bridgette 
Christenson, Tory 
Crabtree, Hanna 
Dobberstein, Kelly 
Gaona Quezada, Luisa 
Gushwa, Tewodros 
Huisman, Hannah 

Jacobson, Anna 
Johnson, Kendall 
Martin, Cassidy 
Nissen, Cambria 
Riewer, Caden 
Schlaak, Kardell 
Staloch, Nicklas 
Stencel, Carter 
Strom, Lorelei 
Tufte, Grace

Grade 10  
Combs, Alexandra 
Domeier, Jayna 
Fell, Evan 
Gushwa, Agro 
Jameson, Emmablu 
Karl, Elizabeth 
Kath, Summer 
Kofstad, Grace 
Malakowsky, Tiara 
Maloney, Maggie 
Peterson, Paige 
Prigge, Annie 
Retallick, Naomi 
Sepulveda, Aracelis 
Stene, Holly

Grade 11  
Anderson, Alexis 
Christopherson, Olivia 
Finseth, Jayna 

Goette, Caitlin 
Gullickson, Shaun 
Horejsi, Rachel 
Ignaszewski, Lexie 
Jameson, Ellarose 
Johnson, Aubrey 
Johnson, Jazzlyn 
Nelson, Caitlyn 
Stenzel, Hailey 
Thompson, Kallie

Grade 12  
Bell, Lillian 
Harden, Kelly 
Johnson, Kaleb 
Lewer, Benjamin 
Lundberg , Benjamin 
Mortensen, Justin 
Mortenson, Sadie 
Olien, Hanna 
Olson, Aaron 
Peterson, Nikita 
Possin, Kyra 
Prigge, Emily 
Schoenrock, Betsy 
Stenzel, Christopher 
Tollefson, Emma 

Grade 6  
Blatti, Anna 
Briggs, Gavin 
Chrz, Jackson 
DenHerder, Aubri 
Flatness, Zander 
Garcia, Haylie 
Johnson, Hunter 
Johnson, Kyli 
Karl, Graden 
Lee, Daxter 
Lewer, Sydney 
Malakowsky, Dacoda 
Nielsen, Faith 
Nielsen, Preslie 
Olson, Samuel 
Peters, Khara 
Possin, Brian 
Purdie, Jayden 
Routh, Clay 
Routh, Reese 
Spies, Kyra 
Tuttle, William 
Wilson, Malonna

Grade 7  
Beauvais, Sean 
Beckmann, Evan 
Berg, Aden 
Besser, Tarynn 
Borchert, Faith 
Breitbarth, Haley 
Bueltel, Maverik 
Butler, Natalie 
Cain, Jared 
Chambers, Alexus 
Christensen, Samuel 
Duncan, Rozlynn 
Garcia, Che 
George, Sarah 
Hanna, Lucas 

Howe, Braydan 
Howe, Nash 
Johannsen, Treyvin 
Kofstad, Katheryn 
Misgen, Makota 
Mudgett, Emma 
Nelson, Conner 
Nelson, Vada 
Nolan, Andrew 
Pittman, Clair 
Prigge, Sawyer 
Reistad, Cody 
Schlaak, Brady 
Schmidt, Kaleb 
Smith Vulcan, Trinity 
Strand, Brooklyn 
Sutter, Teagan 
Utpadel, Will 
Wobschall, Ashley 

Grade 8  
Barber, Keira 
Combs, Autumn 
Huisman, Isaiah 
Johnson, Natalie 
King, Austin 
Knutson, Maverick 
Kyllo, Ava 
Lenort, Trevor 
Lewison, Lex 
Malakowsky, Tylar 
Malecha, Cooper 
Olson, Isabella 
Olson, Jack 
Petsinger, Nikolas 
Quesada, Demetria 
Rocha, Brittney 
Schiell, McKenna 
Schoenrock, Benjamin 
Smith, Isaac 
Wilson, Tyrone 
Witikko, Alisa 

Woollard, Ulrich
Zimmerman, Samuel

Grade 9  
Arndt, Cloie 
Besser, Morgan 
Blatti, Jacob 
Bogue, Dakota 
Chicos, Riley 
Duncan, Trenten 
Hagen, Zachary 
Hill, Avery 
Hill, Brayden 
Hinderscheit, T’Shayla 
Johns, Sarah 
Johnson, Ashton 
Johnson, Brody 
King, Julia 
Knudson, Madison 
Lee, Katie 
Loken, Dylan 
Martin, Josh 
Martinez, Maricela 
McGinnis, John 
Grayson Neste, Dakota 
Nydegger, Daniel 
O’Brien, Christopher 
Pittman, Charles 
Routh, Thor 
Schultz, Riley 
Smith, Caleb 
Solland, Cary 
Stafford, Jonah 
Techau, Courtney 
Tonkin, Jenika 

Grade 10  
Adams, Mikayla 
Cliff, Katie 
DenHerder, Madison 
Deyle, Addison 
Eustice, Damon 

Ferber, Mason 
Ihrke, Blake 
Jensen, Angelie 
Knudson, Paige 
Kohnert, Dillon 
Kormann, Madison 
Koziolek, Sydney 
Marcks, Cherysh 
Medrano, Destiny 
Nelson, Jenna 
Olson, Journey 
Rosevold-Wisler, Andrey
Schumacher, Cierra 
Williams, Mia 
Woollard, Diamond

Grade 11  
Arndt, Kylie 
Arndt, Quinten 
Beck, Jager 
Buckmeier, Alexander 
Budach, Hannah 
Bueltel, Madisyn 
Demi, Lawren 
Dobberstein, Bennett 
Hansen, Kaylee 
Hodapp, Khryssa 
Hogstad, Jack 
Jacobson, Tyler 
Johnson, Madison 
Knutson, Mackayla 
Kraay, Dalton 
Kyllo, Graham 
Lenort , Ross 
Mosher, Dylan 
Mrotz, Sophia 
Pearson, Darian 
Peterson, Rebecca 
Schlinger, Sydney 
Schuller, Jacob 
Smith Vulcan, Tanner 
Stork, Jake 

Strom, Karenna 
Surat, Jadyn 
Tufte, Spencer 
Wegge, Justus 
Westrum, Hailey 
Wobschall, Brooke 
Worrell, Laura

Grade 12  
Anderson, Brianna 
Blowers, Samiha 
Broitzman, Brayden 
Broitzman, Cole 
Crabtree, Emily 
Crabtree, Katelyn 
Dahle, Gabriel 
Dobberstein, Evan 
Erickson, Chad 
Galindo, Natalia 
Harpel, Caleb 
Herrmann, Lauren 
Jewett, Robert 
Johnson, Landon 
Katzung, Michelle 
Lembke, Kylie 
Malakowsky, Jason 
McShane, Jamie 
Muri, Gabrielle 
Nielsen, Lillie 
Pederson, Carma 
Peterson, Perry 
Rhoades, Makenzi 
Routh, Braden 
Stafford, Solveig 
Techau, Nathaniel 
Thompson, Cole 
Thompson, Sophie 
Utpadel, Jerret 
VanWilgen, Erin 
Wayne, Tali

Academic excellence
Congratulations to the students who earned a spot on the A and B Honor Roll at NRHEG.

This message sponsored by these education boosters:

1231 Brady Blvd. NW Owatonna, MN 55060
507-451-0845

ellisbodyshopinc@gmail.com

Family Owned “Since 1978”

24 Hour Complete Towing Service
507-451-3424

215 Cedardale Dr. SE
Owatonna SweetSweet

TOWING & REPAIR
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www.kappysauto.com
kappysauto@gmail.com

Charlie & Al Kaplan  
507-451-8989

Now using PPG 
Waterborne Paint
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Complete 

Car Care
Your Car Guide for Steele and Dodge Counties

Nine steps for a winter ready car
The last thing any driver 
needs is to break down in 

cold, harsh winter weather. 

A vehicle check now before 
winter arrives is a sensible way to 
be car care aware and avoid the 
inconvenience of being stranded 
out in the cold and with the 
unexpected expense of emergency 
repairs, says the Car Care Council.

 “Winterizing your vehicle before 
the temperatures drop is a wise 
idea,” said Rich White, executive 
director, Car Care Council. “An 
investment of an hour or two to 
have your vehicle checked is all it 
takes to have peace of mind and 
help avoid the cost and hassle 
of car trouble during severe 

weather.”
The Car Care Council 

recommends the following steps 
for winterizing your vehicle:

• If you’re due for a tune-up, 
have it done before winter 
sets in. Winter magnifies 
existing problems such as 
pings, hard starts, sluggish 
performance or rough idling.

• Have the battery and charging 
system checked for optimum 
performance. Cold weather is 
hard on batteries.

• Clean, flush and put new 
antifreeze in the cooling 
system. As a general rule of 
thumb, this should be done 
every two years. 

• Make sure heaters, defrosters 

and wipers work properly. 
Consider winter wiper blades 
and use cold weather washer 
fluid. As a general rule, wiper 
blades should be replaced 
every six months.

• Check the tire tread depth 
and tire pressure. If snow and 
ice are a problem in your area, 
consider special tires designed 
to grip slick roads. During 
winter, tire pressure should be 
checked weekly.

• Have the brakes checked. The 
braking system is the vehicle’s 
most important safety item.

• Have the exhaust system 
checked for carbon monoxide 
leaks, which can be especially 
dangerous during cold 

weather driving when 
windows are closed.

• Check to see that exterior 
and interior lights work and 
headlights are properly aimed.

• Be diligent about changing 
the oil and filter at 
recommended intervals. 
Dirty oil can spell trouble in 
winter. Consider changing to 
“winter weight” oil if you live 
in a cold climate. Have your 
technician check the fuel, air 
and transmission filters at the 
same time.

Motorists should also keep the 
gas tank at least half full at all 
times to decrease the chances of 
moisture forming in the gas lines 
and possibly freezing. Drivers 

should check the tire pressure of 
the spare in the trunk and stock 
an emergency kit with an ice 
scraper and snowbrush, jumper 
cables, flashlight, flares, blanket, 
extra clothes, candles/matches, 
bottled water, dry food snacks 
and needed medication. 

The Car Care Council is the 
source of information for the 
“Be Car Care Aware” consumer 
education campaign promoting 
the benefits of regular vehicle 
care, maintenance and repair 
to consumers. For a copy of the 
council’s Car Care Guide or for 
more information, visit www.
carcare.org.

ARRESTS
Steele County

STEELE ARRESTS
Owatonna Police

Brittany Elizabeth Gade, 27, 
arrested at 4:58 a.m. Dec. 29, 
domestic assault/assault, held 
for court. 

Martin Jay Olson, 43, arrested 
Dec. 30, DWI and criminal 
vehicular operation, held for 
court. 

Shane Robert Grundhoffer, 
37, arrested at 2 a.m. Jan. 1, 
domestic assault/assault, held 
for court. 

Kevin Jackson, 53, arrested 
at 12:29 p.m. Jan. 2, felony 
domestic assault, held for 
court. 

Jessica Ann Tilden, 42, 

arrested at 6:11 p.m. Jan. 2, 
warrant arrest, body only. 

James Christopher Schmidt, 
23, arrested at 10:54 p.m. Jan. 
2, drugs and contempt of court, 
held for court. 

Bobby Smitty, 25, arrested at 
10:30 p.m. Jan. 2, felony DWI, 
drugs and suspended license, 
held for court. 

Alison Marie Johnson, 32, 
arrested at 4:35 p.m. Jan. 3, 
felony possession of controlled 
substance, held for court.

Matthew Lee Lozano, 36, 
arrested at 2:58 p.m. Jan. 10, 
warrant arrest, $10,000 bail. 

Ricardo Padilla Buentello, 30, 
arrested at 8:12 p.m. Jan. 10, 
felony mail theft, held for court.  

Steele County Sheriff

Steven Michel Olson, 43, 
arrested at 2:54 p.m. Dec. 28, 
warrant arrest, body only.

Kimberlee Denise White, 
54, arrested at 1:37 a.m. Dec. 
30, felony fleeing in a motor 
vehicle, held for court.  

Blooming Prairie Police

Anthony Michael Suazo, 
22, arrested at 9:17 a.m. Jan. 
3, domestic assault, held for 
court.

COURT NEWS
Dodge County

The following case was heard 
in Dodge County District Court 
the week of Dec. 31 with Judge 
Jodi L. Williamson presiding: 

Justin L. Wroblewski, 30, 
Faribault, previously appeared 
and was convicted of felony 
domestic assault and terroristic 
threats. He was sentenced 

to $130 and 24 months in St. 
Cloud State Prison. 

The following misdemeanors 
and petty misdemeanors were 
heard in Dodge County District 
Court the week of Dec. 31 – 
Jan. 7: 

DODGE COUNTY 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Alexander T. Armstrong, 
22, Lino Lakes, obstruct legal 
process and give peace officer 
false information, $80 and 90 
days in county jail; Julie A. Arter, 
23, Dodge Center, possession 
of marijuana, $130; Michael 
J. Koebele, 46, Mantorville, 
speeding, $120; Jamie L. 
Mergen, 26, Dodge Center, 
invalid license, $180; Brady R. 
Mertz, 41, New Ulm, speeding, 
$140; Mariah E. Peveto, 23, 
Hayfield, registration violation, 
$180; Evonne E. Robbins, 42, 

Hayfield, registration violation, 
$180; Steven R. Schwering, 27, 
Dodge Center, invalid license 
and no insurance, $380; Daron 
L. Taylor, 49, New Richland, 
domestic assault, violation of 
no contact order and stalking, 
$980, 90 days in county 
jail, no alcohol or controlled 
substance use, domestic 
abuse evaluation, no contact 
with victim, no possession 
of firearms, 90 hours of 
community service and 2 
years of supervised probation; 
Andrew J. Witzel, 31, Austin, 
registration violation, $180. 

KASSON POLICE 
DEPARTMENT

Cameron A. Akzam, 18, 
Kasson, suspended license 
and no insurance, $480; 
Christopher T. Burshem, 40, 
Rochester, parking violation, 
$32; Jordan L. Craft, 22, 
Rochester, parking violation, 

$32; Ryan T. Johnson, 43, 
Dodge Center, cancelled 
license, stay of adjudication, 
$200 and 6 months of 
unsupervised monitoring 
without conviction; Robert 
J. Kochie, 50, Dodge Center, 
obstruct legal process, carrying 
pistol while under influence 
of alcohol and DWI, $605, 3 
days in county jail, do not enter 
liquor establishments, chemical 
dependency evaluation and 1 
year of supervised probation; 
David J. Moldenhauer, 56, 
Kasson, parking violation, $32; 
Jamie L. Morrow, 37, Rochester, 
speeding, $220; Jennifer L. 
O’Connor, 41, Rochester, 
parking violation, $32; Cory J. 
Papka, 48, Byron, seat belt, 
$105; Carmen M. Radke, 43, 
Rochester, speeding, $140; 
Christian M. Ruvalcaba, 19, 
Rochester, speeding, $120; 
Frances D. Taylor, 27, Rockford, 
IL, suspended license, $280. 

PUBLIC SAFETY FROM B4
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