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COURTESY STEELE COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE
Members of the Minnesota National Guard were deployed this past weekend to assist with rescue efforts of stranded motorists 
throughout Steele County. They utilized a small utility vehicle with tracks to rescue people grounded by the blizzard. Sheriff Lon 
Thiele, far right, is shown with the guard members. “They were a great group of National Guard personnel to work with,” Thiele 
said. 

COURTESY MNDOT
This is Interstate 35 between Ellendale and Hope Sunday 
night where it would normally be two lanes in each direc-
tion. However, after this weekend’s blizzard, the roadway 
was down to a narrow path with huge banks on each side. 
Snow drifts of five or more feet were reported in many areas 
of Steele County. This was taken by a plow operator trying 
with little luck to open the interstate, which remained closed 
much of Monday.

COURTESY MNDOT
MnDOT workers had their hands full trying to clear off high-
ways throughout southeastern Minnesota this past weekend 
after a blizzard dumped a foot of snow. In this photo, MnD-
OT was working to clear away I-90 by Dexter so the highway 
could be opened up again.

BY ALEX MALM 
STAFF WRITER 

When Medford resident, Timothy 
Summer, finished his 10 p.m. to 8 
a.m. shift on Sunday morning, in 
Faribault, he knew it would be a 
difficult journey. 

What he didn’t know, however, is 
that he would find himself  stranded 
in a local Kwik Trip parking lot. 

Summer explained that he when 
he left the city plows were out, and 
streets were clear. 

Because he lives in Medford, he 
took I-35 south to Medford exit, 
and found that only one side of  
the roundabout was plowed at that 
time. 

After making it into the Kwik 
Trip parking lot, which was some-

what plowed, he was able to fill up 
his tank. 

At that point, Summer realized 
he would be stranded in the parking 
lot, for a while. 

“I could see there was no way I 
was going to be able to travel back 
to Medford or get back on 35 south 
or north bound,” Summer ex-
plained. 

For Summer, he never had been 
stranded like he was on Sunday. 

“This is the worst storm I have 
ever experienced in my 50 years 
of  Minnesota winters. It will take 
many big tow companies just to pull 
out the Semis stuck In and around 
parking lot,” Summer said. 

Although he was stranded for 
many hours in a parking lot, he was 
able to still stay positive. 

“The plus side to this is I am safe, 
I can walk into store purchase food 
for me and my dog Sheldon,” Sum-
mer said. 

Summer was eventually able to 
get out of  the parking lot, to make 
his way home at about 5:45 p.m., 
after being stranded for nearly nine 
hours. 

Even local residents become stranded by blizzard

BY RICK BUSSLER
PUBLISHER

Hundreds of  motorists were 
stopped cold in their tracks 
this past weekend as a blizzard 
swept across Steele County and 
much of  southern Minnesota.

Sheriff Lon Thiele said more 
than 200 motorists have been 
rescued and placed in shelters 
at Trinity Lutheran Church and 
the National Guard Armory 
in Owatonna. He said most of  
those rescued were from Iowa 
and Nebraska trying to head 
southbound.

Gov. Tim Walz declared a 
state of  emergency in order to 
mobilize the Minnesota Nation-
al Guard and open armories as 
makeshift shelters. 

National Guard members 
assisted Sheriff Thiele and his 
deputies with rescuing numer-
ous stranded motorists around 
the county. Thiele estimated 
that at least 50 motorists were 
rescued from all parts of  the 
county. 

“There were numerous vehi-
cles from small cars to semis all 
over the county,” Thiele said. 

One of  the more daring rescue 
efforts came Sunday afternoon 
when emergency workers 
rescued stuck motorists near 
the Steele-Waseca county line. 
They had become stuck Sunday 
morning and were not found 
until about 5 p.m. The rescuers 
utilized a small utility vehicle 
with tracks from the National 
Guard to get to them.

“We went through some enor-
mous snow drifts to get to those 
people,” Thiele said. “They 
would have been stranded and 
frozen,” he said, adding one of  
the vehicles was almost empty 
of  gasoline at the time the res-
cue was made.

The rescued motorists were 
brought back to the armory in 
Owatonna.

In another rescue, a father 
and small child were found 
stranded and brought to safety.

“We were fortunate to have 
no one injured,” Thiele said. He 
noted he has never seen rescue 
operations of  this magnitude 
before in Steele County. 

Thiele said in some cases 
snow was piled up to the win-
dows on the car and there was 
no way for anyone to get out of  
their vehicles. “We had to shovel 
the car doors so we could get 
people out,” he said. 

The sheriff also saw some 
instances where guard members 
gave stranded motorists their 
coats off their backs for those 
who were underdressed for the 
conditions.

The Minnesota Department of  
Transportation closed Interstate 
35 late Saturday from Owatonna 
to the Iowa border. U.S. Highway 

“This is the worst storm I have 
ever experienced in my 50 years 

of Minnesota winters.”
 

Local stranded driver 

218 from Owatonna to Austin was 
also closed. In addition, MnDOT is-
sued a no travel advisory on many 
highways throughout southeastern 
Minnesota for most of  the weekend 
into Monday.  

“It’s just stunning,” said Mi-
chael Dougherty, spokesperson 
for MnDOT. “Some of  the main 
roads look like a cow path behind 
an apple tree. It seems strange to 
think someone would get stuck in 
the middle of  the highway.”

Of  those vehicles that became 
stuck in the roadway, Dougherty 
said the motorists were rescued, 
but their vehicles could not be 
moved and remained right where 
they were left.

Contributing to the problem was 
that once motorists realized the 
interstate was closed, they got off 
and tried to use the county roads, 
according to Thiele. “They found 
themselves in worse conditions on 
the county roads,” he said. 

Highways were strewn with 
cars facing various directions and 
nowhere to go.

Dougherty said southeastern 
Minnesota was blasted with a tri-
fecta of  things to hit. First, heavy 
amounts of  snow fell at rapid rates 
with up to a foot. Next came the 
heavy winds that created snow 
drifts as high as vehicles followed 
by plunging temperatures Sunday 
night into Monday. 

“It all combines to make chal-
lenging conditions,” Dougherty 
said. “We just don’t see snow 
events like this.”

Salt used to treat the roadways 
becomes ineffective when tempera-
tures dip under 15 degrees, accord-
ing to Dougherty. He said MnDOT 
was bringing in trucks from the 
Twin Cities metro area equipped 
with chemicals mixed with beet 
juice to help clear the roadways. 

MnDOT also deployed big 
mounted snow blowers, known as 
SnoGos, which are mounted on the 
front of  snow plows, from the met-
ro area because the regular plows 
are unable to handle the drifts, 
Dougherty said. 

“They just started carving into 

12 	 Inches of snow 

50 	 Mph winds 

1 	� State of Emergency 
declared

187 	 �Stranded motorists at 
armory

50 	 �Stranded motorists at 
Trinity Church

0 	 Injuries or fatalities

BLIZZARD BY  
THE NUMBERS

GROUNDED
Blizzard closes roads, strands hundreds

SEE GROUNDED, A6

“It’s just stunning. Some of the main roads look  
like a cow path behind an apple tree.”

Michael Dougherty
MnDOT
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By BETSY KENNEDY LINDGREN
In 2018, the Owatonna Foundation celebrated its 60th anni-

versary. This incredible milestone was made possible by the 
continued support of  the people of  Owatonna, our local busi-
nesses and organizations. The Owatonna Foundation is truly 
YOUR community foundation and after a very successful 
fundraising campaign, we want thank you, our supporters, 
and the community for your continuous philanthropic spirit! 
In 2018, over $620,000 was raised and will be used to carry on 
the Owatonna Foundation’s mission of  improving the qual-
ity of  life for present and future generations by supporting 
worthy projects that focus on community, arts, recreation and 
education. The capacity of  giving in our community is truly 
a blessing! As a Trustee, I am both honored and humbled by 
this amazing support. The entire Board of  Trustees wants to 
personally thank every one of  our committed donors!  

Annually, the Foundation gives financial support to capitol 
projects that positively impact Owatonna. The Foundation 
Trustees respond to our communities needs via our grants 
program. It is a true “grass roots” process, with local 501C 3 
non-profits applying for worthy projects, and since the Foun-
dation’s inception 60 years ago, over $11.9 million has been 
reinvested into Owatonna!

In 2018, our generous donors helped to provide funds for 
the following projects:

Owatonna Tennis Association: Funds were provided for 
part of  a phase one remodel of  the facility at West Hills.

Steele County Historical Society: The two cabins in the Vil-
lage of  Yesteryear were given new period appropriate roofs to 
preserve the exterior of  the cabins and the artifacts located 
within them. 
ISD761 Scoreboard: Citing a failing scoreboard at OHS a new 
scoreboard for multiple sports was partially funded.

Owatonna Soccer Association: The Trustees allocated 
funds to be used towards the new soccer complex that will be 
located the intersection of  Rice Lake Street and Willow Ave.

SEMCAC/Senior Place: Funds were granted towards a 
State mandated kitchen remodel where meals are prepared 
for the Meals on Wheels Program.

Owatonna Swimming Association: Funds were needed 
for a new scoreboard for keeping track of  diving scores and 
times during swim meets. 

Central Park: A new bench was placed in the park honor-
ing Ken Wilcox’s service as a Foundation Trustee and as his 
tenure as President of  Norwest/Wells Fargo Bank.

Besides the money awarded annually for grants the Foun-
dation also sets aside $30,000 in scholarship dollars a year for 
traditional and non-traditional students that are enrolled in 
post-secondary programs for technical and vocational train-
ing. 

And, looking to the future the Foundation has partnered 
with the Junior Achievement program and the Owatonna 
Middle School to teach our children about the importance of  
Philanthropy and also provided the funds for the students to 
make their own donation to the charity of  their choice.

As I write this, I am awed by the overwhelming generosity 
and support that each year has helped to shape the future of  
the Owatonna Foundation!  

Again, we thank you for helping us to continue to invest in 
our beloved community, our future, and the future of  genera-
tions to come. We couldn’t have done it without you!

Betsy Kennedy Lindgren is the president of  Owatonna 
Foundation. 

Dodge County is in the process of  review-
ing its Comprehensive Plan. A copy of  
the draft Comprehensive Plan is available 
on the Dodge County website.

Your input in this process is valu-
able. This is your opportunity to submit 
comments to the draft Comprehensive 
Plan. We’re trying to encourage as many 
public comments as possible and urge you 
to send your comments to Mark Gamm, 
Environmental Services. Please submit 
your written comments to: mark.gamm@
co.dodge.mn.us no later than March 10.  

Sonja Trom Eayrs prepared comments 
on behalf  of  Dodge County Concerned Citi-
zens, but we need more voices. 

The county will review additional com-
ments and then submit a revised plan 
to the Dodge County Commissioners for 
review. A public hearing will eventually be 
held.

Brad Trom
Dodge County Concerned Citizens

Whether it’s a Minnesota unexpected win-
ter storm, or a sunny day, there is one group 
of  people that don’t get as nearly as much 
credit as they should.

That group is bus drivers. 
This week is Bus Drivers Appreciation 

Week where communities across the state 
are thanking bus drivers for doing a task 
that not many people are willing to do. 

Driving a bus full of  children from tod-
dlers to high schoolers is something that 
takes a lot of  patience, and a positive atti-
tude day after day, week after week. 

And it’s not just driving kids to and from 
school. 

Throughout the week, bus drivers are 
tasked with taking kids to different sport-
ing events, and to different field trips, and 
activities. Sometimes this even means 
crisscrossing the state, going to places like 
the Twin Cities, down to Blue Earth County 
and everywhere in between. 

Often times, people may not think about 
this when they see the success on fields and 
in gyms, but the reality is bus drivers are as 
much of  a part of  the team as anyone else. 

They drive in bad weather, on gravel 
roads, in towns and everywhere in between. 

They quite frankly do it all. 
Bus drivers, thank you for your commit-

ment to keeping local children save, and for 
getting them from their bus stops to school 
every day. 

To our readers, please take a moment this 
week to thank a bus driver.

Happy Bus Drivers Appreciation Week!

Thanks for your 
philanthropic 

spirit

Thank a bus 
driver 

Group urges  
residents to  

comment  
about county’s 

comp plan
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Governor’s budget high on spending and tax increases
By JOHN PETERSBURG
The first piece to the puzzle in 

setting the budget was put in place 
this week, as Gov. Walz unveiled his 
budget proposal.

For me it was mostly disappoint-
ing, especially in the area of  trans-
portation where the increasing and 
reducing of  revenue sources became 
an elaborate shell game.

First off, the governor’s plan would 
eliminate a plan we approved last 
session that dedicates hundreds of  
millions of  dollars in already-collect-
ed revenue to road and bridge needs. 

The reason: he wants to spend it else-
where in state government.

In its place would come a massive 
gas tax increase – 20-cents per gal-
lon – and that total is indexed which 
means it will grow even higher in 
future years. If  the sticker shock 
on 20-cents per gallon isn’t enough, 
this amount represents a 70 percent 
increase on the statewide gas tax we 
currently pay, and would make Min-
nesota’s gas tax the 4th largest in the 
nation.

In addition, the governor’s budget 
includes increases to tab fees, the 

motor vehicle sales tax, business 
taxes, and reinstatement of  the sick 
tax which is set to expire at the end 
of  the year, adding an additional 
$1 billion to the anticipated cost of  
health care for Minnesotans over the 
next two years.

Most of  these increases are regres-
sive in nature, meaning they impact 
lower income more than higher 
income individuals. To offset these 
increases, the governor is using 
these regressive tax increases to pay 
for a larger credit on tax returns for 
lower income individuals. In other 

words, they are paying for their own 
tax credits.

To me, this is a backwards way of  
doing things. I’d even call it a gim-
mick as the money is all coming and 
going from the General Fund. But 
the gist of  the plan is this: Gov. Walz 
wants to massively increase state 
revenues that are statutorily dedi-
cated to transportation and take the 
already prioritized funds to spend on 
other government programs.  The 
end result is a significant raise in the 
cost of  driving your car by ridicu-
lous numbers to backfill that disap-

pearing revenue.
Now it is in the hands of  the 

House and Senate as this was just a 
first step in the process. It’s some-
thing we’ve been waiting for so we 
could understand his priorities. Now 
we’ll see what each legislative body 
can come up with and move forward.

John Petersburg is a state rep-
resentative for District 24A, which 
covers Steele and Waseca counties. 
He lives in Waseca.

When I moved to 
Southern Minnesota 
in 1991, one of  the 
first people I came 
across was Dan Bor-
land, a photojournal-
ist for KAAL-TV in 
Austin. I was a rook-
ie reporter trying to 
make my path into 
the TV business.

Borland and I 
traveled all across 
southern Minnesota 
and northern Iowa covering the 
important stories of  the day. A 
veteran in the business, Borland 
was always there to coach me on 
how to do better with my stories 
for TV. While I was fresh out of  col-
lege and a tad nervous to be on TV, 
Borland always found a way to put 
me at ease in front of  the camera. 
Sometimes it worked, others time 
it didn’t.

Through Borland’s patience for 
a new reporter and gentle guid-
ance, he was a giant in helping 
me during my four-year career at 
KAAL. My stories often turned out 
as good as they did because I had 
his creative touch behind the cam-
era. With his talents, he also made 
me look good on camera.

I’ll never forget some of  the late 
night adventures we had together 
in bringing stories to the region. 
One of  them involved a ride along 
with a Minnesota State trooper in 
less than desirable weather and 
road conditions (though not as bad 
as this past weekend). Borland was 
flying around the backseat of  the 
squad car with his camera trying 
to videotape as the trooper went 
sailing across I-90 at speeds that we 
thought for sure we would never 
survive. 

There was another night when 
we had a vehicle coming at us in 
the wrong lane of  I-90 in Austin. 
Fortunately we were with the same 
trooper and got her off  the road 
immediately. It turned out that the 
elderly woman was drunk, and we 
were there to follow her through 
the DWI arrest process.

In a business often filled with big 
egos, Borland was not. He was one 
of  the most down-to-earth journal-
ists I worked with in my career. I 

wish I could have worked 
with him longer than the 
four years we had together 
covering the region’s big 
stories. I left KAAL in 1995, 
and Borland continued for 
many more years. 

Borland eventually left 
KAAL to go onto starting 
up his own videography 
business in Albert Lea. In 
addition to videotaping 
weddings and other import-
ant community events, 

Borland also was the man behind 
the scenes videotaping Peace & 
Power at First Lutheran Church in 
Albert Lea every Sunday morning 
for KAAL. 

It came with great sadness this 
past weekend when I learned that 
Borland passed away in his vehicle 
just after he finished videotaping 
Sunday morning’s Peace & Power. 
According to his son, he got up 
very early to shovel his way out of  
the garage to make it to the church 
broadcast. He even live-streamed 
on the way to church and during 
services. After church, his car got 
stuck and a passer-by found him 
and notified 911. 

“My dad died doing what he 
loved, helping his community with 
the church’s Sunday broadcast,” 
his son, Quincy, posted on Face-
book. 

Borland also served on the board 
of  directors at Albert Lea Com-
munity Theatre. He loved Albert 
Lea and Freeborn County in ways 
many would never understand. 

My heart goes out to his wife 
Linda and their three adult chil-
dren. 

My only regret is that I never 
really got the chance to tell Bor-
land personally how much he 
played a role in cutting my teeth 
in the TV business and helping me 
understand southeastern Minne-
sota. Photographers, especially in 
the TV business, are never given 
enough credit for what they do. I 
will miss this gentle giant who was 
committed to bringing home the 
important news of  the region for 
decades. 

After years of  chasing down 
news stories, may Borland now go 
in hot pursuit of  resting in peace. 

A gentle giant  
behind the scenes

Dan Borland of Albert Lea served as a photojournalist with KAAL-TV in Austin 
for decades and most recently operated his own videography business. He 
videotaped Peace & Power at First Lutheran Church in Albert Lea every Sun-
day. Borland died this past Sunday after taping the service.

Hot Pursuit
RICK BUSSLER



BLOTTER SPOTLIGHT:  Crash: Paramedics and deputies responded to a motor vehicle accident with injuries  
at Interstate 35 and 58th St. SW in Somerset Township at 6:56 p.m. 
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Area judges re-elected in Third District
Steele County’s Bueltel re-elected as Assistant Chief Judge

COURT NEWS
Steele County

The following case was heard 
in Steele County District Court 
the week of Feb. 11 with Judge 
Karen R. Duncan presiding: 
Damarrio D. Lesure, 39, 
Minneapolis, previously 
appeared and was convicted 
of felony possession of 
marijuana. Lesure was 
sentenced to $581, 30 days 
in county jail, no possession 
of firearms, no alcohol 
or controlled substance 
use, do not enter liquor 
establishments, 224 hours 
of community service and 3 
years of supervised probation. 
The following case was heard 
in Steele County District Court 
the week of Feb. 11 with Judge 
Dennis J. Murphy presiding: 
Haylee E. Kremmin, 25, 
Owatonna, previously 
appeared and was convicted 
of felony restraining order 
violation. She was sentenced 
to $131, no possession 
of firearms, no alcohol 
or controlled substance 
use, do not enter liquor 
establishments, chemical 
dependency evaluation, 
no contact with victim, 
psychological evaluation, 
cognitive skill training, obtain 
permission to leave the state, 
60 hours of community service 
and 2 years of supervised 
probation. 
The following misdemeanors 
and petty misdemeanors were 
heard in Steele County District 
Court the week of Feb. 11 – 17: 

BLOOMING PRAIRIE 
POLICE DEPARTMENT

Bradley J. Meyer, 29, 
Blooming Prairie, revoked 
license and no insurance, 
$481. 

MN STATE PATROL 
ROCHESTER

Steven D. Borgstahl, 40, 
Faribault, revoked license and 
no insurance, $481; Shannon 
M. Johnson, 51, Wanamingo, 
speeding, $121; Devin M. 
Mahnke, 18, Proctor, speeding, 
$141; Makengo B. Mankaka, 
56, Rochester, speeding, 
$131; Joseph L. Martineau, 
47, Cottage Grove, speeding, 
$121; Abraham J. Matthew, 
31, Brooklyn Park, speeding, 
$141; Emily A. Pariseau, 20, 
Shoreview, speeding, $131; 
Matthew T. Pitcher, 21, White 

Bear Lake, DWI, $381, chemical 
dependency evaluation and 1 
year of supervised probation; 
Bersain Sanitz Lopez, 32, 
Webster City, IA, no license 
and no insurance, $381; Troy T. 
Tuma, 47, Owatonna, speeding, 
$221. 

OWATONNA POLICE 
DEPARTMENT

Jason D. Batt, 39, Owatonna, 
cancelled license, $131, 3 
days in county jail and 1 year 
of supervised probation; 
Cassandra S. Britt, 26, revoked 
license, $281; Andrew A. 
Buzzard, 24, Brooklyn Center, 
restraining order violation, 
$1,081, 90 days in county 
jail, maintain employment, 
no alcohol or controlled 
substance use, chemical 
dependency evaluation, do not 
enter liquor establishments, 
obtain permission to leave 
the state and 1 year of 
supervised probation; Daniel 
Cuellar, 34, Owatonna, revoked 
license, $281; Loretta T. 
Dorsey, 33, Mason City, IA, 
shoplifting, trespassing and 
theft, $131, 13 days in county 
jail; Autumn G. Engesser, 
20, Rose Creek, speeding, 
$121; Tyler G. Green, 29, 
Owatonna, suspended license 
and speeding, $341; Sylvia 
A. Hibbler, 58, Owatonna, 
revoked license, $281; Wyatt 
M. Kundert, 23, Rochester, 
possession of marijuana, 
stay of adjudication, $300, 10 
days in county jail, chemical 
dependency evaluation, 
psychological evaluation, 
obtain employment, no alcohol 
or controlled substance 
use, do not enter liquor 
establishments, cognitive skill 
training, obtain permission to 
leave the state and 2 years of 
supervised probation; Craig A. 
Laska, 48, Owatonna, texting 
while driving, $131; Patrick 
K. Powell, 22, Owatonna, 
check forgery, $131, 2 days 
in county jail, no alcohol or 
controlled substance use 
and 1 year of supervised 
probation; Angela N. Schafer, 
33, Owatonna, violation of 
order for protection, stay 
of adjudication, $50, no 
possession of firearms, do not 
enter liquor establishments, 
maintain employment, 
domestic abuse evaluation, 
obtain permission to leave the 
state and 1 year of supervised 
probation; Craig S. Sykes, 
27, Owatonna, stop sign and 
cancelled license, $331; April 

M. Valliant, 33, Faribault, false 
name and revoked license, 
$131 and 90 days in county 
jail; Leng Vang, 35, Owatonna, 
passing parked emergency 
vehicle, $131; Johnathon L. 
Wagner, 34, Owatonna, DWI, 
$581, 30 days in county 
jail, chemical dependency 
evaluation, 224 hours of 
community service and 2 
years of supervised probation. 

STEELE COUNTY 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Elisabeth R. Abert, 23, 
Owatonna, speeding and 
improper information on 
license, $141; Natasha K. 
Bronstad, 25, New Richland, 
speeding, $221; Marjace N. 
Crawford, 24, Chisago City, 
speeding, $141; Steven M. 
Gehring, 57, Waseca, expired 
tabs, $111; Kpaw Htoo, 27, 
Albert Lea, DWI, $606, 27 
days in county jail, chemical 
dependency evaluation, 
no alcohol or controlled 
substance use, do not enter 
liquor establishments, 216 
hours of community service 
and 2 years of supervised 
probation; Scott B. Johnson, 
51, Bemidji, speeding, $141; 
Brandie A. Kilgore, 34, 
Owatonna, seat belt, $106; 
Celena I. Kruszalnicki, 37, 
Waseca, speeding, $281; 
Arlandus Montgomery, 18, 
St. Paul, invalid license, $181; 
Eric D. Nelson, 20, Owatonna, 
texting while driving, $131; 
Matthew T. Panetti, 30, 
Waterville, speeding, $121; 
David F. Pike, 79, Medford, 
domestic assault, $381, 2 
days in county jail, no alcohol 
or controlled substance 
use, do not enter liquor 
establishments, no possession 
of firearms, and 2 years of 
supervised probation; Jordan 
A. Rosacker, 21, Ellendale, 
expired tabs, $111; Cassidy 
N. Tinnin, 22, St. Paul, failure 
to drive in single lane and 
possession of marijuana and 
paraphernalia, $231; Andrew 
R. Wilcox, 23, Morristown, 
revoked license and no 
insurance, $481; Dominique 
M. Wondra, 52, Owatonna, 
speeding, $131. 

ARRESTS
Steele County

OWATONNA POLICE

Ryan William Tvedt, 25, 
arrested at 6:27 p.m. Feb. 15, 
domestic assault/assault, held 
for court. 
Bree Kay Bender, 34, arrested 
at 11:13 p.m. Feb. 16, domestic 
assault/assault, held for court. 
David Jesse Beraza, 25, 
arrested at 9:07 a.m. Feb. 18, 
domestic assault/assault, held 
for court. 
Jeffrey Allen Sipes, 58, 
arrested at 7:30 p.m. Feb. 20, 
felony DWI and restraining 
order violation, held for court. 
Benjamin Jacob Hunt, 29, 
arrested at 9:11 p.m. Feb. 
21, felony theft and drug 
possession, held for court. 
Nashid Asmir Abdul-Zahir, 43, 
arrested at 9:40 p.m. Feb. 21, 
warrant arrest, $10,000 bail. 
Leticia Lynn Castillo, 32, 
arrested Feb. 21, warrant 
arrest, $1,000 bail. 
Jessica Ann Dahle, 42, 
arrested at 6:01 p.m. Feb. 21, 
warrants arrest, held for court. 
Amber Louise Brandt, 35, 
arrested at 12:20 a.m. Feb. 
22, domestic assault and 
obstruction of legal process, 
held for court. 
Steele County Sheriff
Garrett Steven Johnson, 22, 
arrested at 10:25 p.m. Feb. 15, 
DWI, $12,000 bail. 
Gary Ronald Sell Jr., 32, 
arrested at 9:17 p.m. Feb. 18, 
felony possession, held for 
court. 
George Adrian Perez, 31, 
arrested at 5:08 a.m. Feb. 19, 
warrant arrest, $3,000 bail. 
Cody John Johnson, 35, 
arrested at 5:30 a.m. Feb. 21, 
warrant arrest, $3,000 bail. 
Dylan Mitchell Ahles, 29, 
arrested at 12:34 p.m. Feb. 21, 
warrant arrest, $10,000 bail. 

POLICE BLOTTER
Steele County

Blooming Prairie Police
Feb. 21

Domestic: Police responded 
to a domestic disturbance in 
the 300 block of Center Ave. N. 
at 10:29 p.m. They arrested a 
subject at the scene. 

Owatonna Police
Feb. 15

Hit and Run: At 4:44 p.m., a hit 
and run accident resulting in 
property damage occurred in 
the 200 block of 18th St. SW. 
Disturbance: Police 

responded to a disturbance 
in the 500 block of Mound St. 
SW at 6:05 p.m. They arrested 
a subject at the scene. 

Feb. 16
Crash: Officers responded 
to a motor vehicle accident 
resulting in property damage 
at 26th St. NW and State Ave. 
NW in Owatonna Township 
at 11:54 a.m. They issued a 
citation to one of the drivers. 
Domestic: Police responded 
to a domestic disturbance 
in the 1000 block of 20th St. 
NE at 10:43 p.m. They took a 
subject into custody. 

Feb. 18 
Domestic: Officers arrested 
a subject for a domestic 
disturbance in the 200 block 
of Rice St. E. at 8:21 a.m. 
Hit and Run: At 8:31 a.m., a 
hit and run accident resulting 
in property damage occurred 
in the 200 block of Plainview 
St. SW. 
Theft: At 1:16 p.m., a citizen 
reported identity theft in the 
500 block of Main St. E. 
Theft: Officer took a theft 
report in the 100 block of 
Landmark Dr. NE at 1:39 p.m. 

Feb. 19
Warrants: Police made 
warrant arrests in the 2500 
block of 18th St. NW at 9:22 
a.m. and the 600 block of 
Cedar Ave. N. at 3:47 p.m. 

Feb. 20 
Domestic: At 8:50 a.m., 
a domestic disturbance 
occurred in the 200 block of 
18th St. SW. 
Fraud: Officer took a report 
of a fraud incident in the 400 
block of North St. W. at 12:50 
p.m. 
DWI: Police arrested a 
motorist for driving while 
intoxicated in the 2100 block 
of 3rd Ave. NW at 5:17 p.m. 
Shoplifting: At 8:09 p.m., a 
shoplifting incident occurred 
in the 3900 block of Cabela 
Dr. NW. 

Feb. 21
Hit and Run: At 8:28 a.m., a hit 
and run accident occurred in 
the 100 block of Oak Ave. N. 
Theft: Officer took a theft 
report in the 1900 block of 
Hartle Ave. SE at 11:50 a.m. 
Shoplifting: Police arrested 
a subject for shoplifting in the 
2100 block of Bridge St. W. at 
1:01 p.m. 
Trespassing: Officers 
arrested a subject for 

trespassing in the 100 block of 
St. John Dr. NW at 3:27 p.m. 
Suspicion: Police responded 
to suspicious activity in the 
1000 block of Oak Ave. S. at 
7:05 p.m. 
Crash: Paramedics and 
officers responded to a motor 
vehicle accident with injuries 
at Larch Ave. NE and Rose St. 
E. at 9:28 p.m. 

Steele County Sheriff
Feb. 15

DWI: Deputy arrested a 
motorist for driving while 
intoxicated in the 7700 block 
of 38th St. SW in Meriden 
Township at 10:12 p.m. 

Feb. 18 
Arrest: Deputy arrested a 
motorist during a traffic stop in 
the 8000 block of Crane Creek 
Road in Meriden Township at 
8:51 p.m. 

Feb. 19 
Warrant: Deputy made a 
warrant arrest at the detention 
center at 5:06 a.m. 
Fraud: Deputy took a report 
of a fraud incident in the 3800 
block of 57th Ave. NW in 
Deerfield Township at 1:27 p.m. 
Theft: Deputies received a 
theft report from the 1800 
block of 44th Ave. SE in 
Havana Township at 1:37 p.m. 

Feb. 20 
Theft: Deputy took a theft 
report in the 200 block of 1st 
St. NW in Medford at 2:19 p.m. 

Feb. 21
Warrant: Deputy made a 
warrant arrest at the detention 
center at 4:59 a.m. 

OWATONNA FIRE

Feb. 15
Smoke: At 7:25 p.m., fire 
personnel handled a scare of 
an odor of smoke in the 200 
block of Front St. 

Feb. 17 
Accident: Fire fighters 
responded to a motor vehicle 
accident with injuries on 
Interstate 35 at 8:52 a.m. 
Crash: At 9:51 a.m., a motor 
vehicle accident occurred on 
Hoffman St. 

Feb. 20 
Crash: At 7:06 p.m., fire rescue 
responded to a motor vehicle 
accident with injuries on 
Interstate 35. 

Disclosing active warrants promotes public safety and aids in the identification and apprehension of wanted individuals

WARRANTS: The following individuals have active warrants in Steele County. The Sheriff provides this information as a public service
1.	 Kathryn Lundstrom – warrant – no bail
2.	 Robert Lyons – DWI – no bail
3.	 Naykor Mabior – assault police officer - $10,000 bail
4.	 Jose Macias – revoked license – no bail
5.	 Shane Mack – theft – no bail
6.	 Faisai Mahamed – criminal sexual conduct – no bail
7.	 Adrian Maloney – assault - $1,000 bail

8.	 David Marmolejo – child neglect - $3,000 bail
9.	 Tanya Marovich – theft by check - $1,000 bail
10.	 David Martinez – DWI - $500 bail
11.	 Evaristo Martinez – DWI - $12,000 bail
12.	 Felipe Martinez – DWI – no bail
13.	 Guadalupe Martinez – no insurance - $1,000 bail
14.	 Joe Martinez – DWI - $1,000 bail

15.	 Victor Martinez – obstruct legal process - $12,000 bail
16.	 Lakia Massey – counterfeiting – no bail
17.	 Emmanuel Mata – burglary - $10,000 bail
18.	 Roger Mathers – DWI - $12,000 bail
19.	 Robert Mattson – revoked license – no bail
20.	 Robert Maughan – DWI - $1,000 bail 

CRIME BRIEF
MAN FLEES LIGHTLESS 

VEHICLE IN OWATONNA
A vehicle operating without 

headlights led to a driver 
fleeing police officers in 
Owatonna.

On Feb. 20, an officer saw 
a vehicle driving on North 
Elm at Broadway without its 
headlights on. The officer 

attempted to stop the vehicle 
and as it was stopping, the driver’s door 
opened up and a man fled eastbound on 
foot, police said. 

Officers searched the area and located a 
man matching the description of the fleeing 
driver in the 200 block of School Street. 
He was identified as Dion Wadley, 19, of 
Winona. 

Wadley was found to have an outstanding 
warrant for motor vehicle theft. In addition 
to the warrant, Wadley was jailed on new 
charges of driving after revocation and 
fleeing police on foot.

DION 
WADLEY

Judges chambered 
in Dodge and Steele 
counties have been 
re-elected as the top 
judges in the Third 
Judicial District, which 
encompasses all of 
southeastern Minnesota.

The Honorable Jodi 
L. Williamson has been 
re-elected to serve as chief judge 
of Minnesota’s Third Judicial 
District. The Honorable Judge 
Joseph A. Bueltel was also 
re-elected to serve as assistant 
chief judge. Both were re-elected 
by their fellow Third Judicial 
District judges to serve another 
two-year term, effective July 1.

Judge Williamson was first 
elected to serve as chief judge 
of the Third Judicial District 

in 2017. She earned 
her juris doctorate 
degree from 
Hamline University 
School of Law, and 
her Bachelor of 
Arts degree from 
Marquette University. 
Williamson was 
appointed to the 

bench in January of 2000. Before 
her appointment to the bench, 
she worked as a law clerk, and 
as an assistant city attorney for 
Rochester, operated a private 
civil practice, and served as an 
assistant public defender for the 
Third Judicial District. She is 
chambered in the Dodge County 
Courthouse in Mantorville.

“Serving as chief judge of 
the Third Judicial District 

for the last two years 
has been an incredible 
privilege. I am honored 
that my colleagues have 
renewed their trust in my 
leadership locally and at 
the state level.” said Chief 
Judge Williamson. “I look 
forward to serving with 
Assistant Chief Judge 

Bueltel once again.”
Judge Bueltel was elected to 

serve as assistant chief judge 
for the first time in 2017. He 
earned his juris doctorate from 
William Mitchell College of Law, 
and his bachelor’s degree from 
the University of Minnesota. 
Bueltel was appointed to the 
bench in April of 2002. He 
previously served as an assistant 
public defender and chief public 

defender for the Third Judicial 
District, worked in private 
practice, and served as a law 
clerk. His chambers are located 
in the Steele County Courthouse 
in Owatonna.

By statute, the chief judge 
of a judicial district exercises 
general administrative authority 
over the courts within the 
district, including assigning 
judges to serve in locations 
throughout the district. The chief 
judge of each judicial district 
also serves as a member of 
the Minnesota Judicial Council, 
the administrative policy-making 
authority for the Minnesota 
Judicial Branch. No judge may 
serve as chief judge or assistant 
chief judge for more than two 
consecutive two-year terms.

JODI L. 
WILLIAMSON

JOSEPH A. 
BUELTEL

Sheriff: Florida handgun matches Riess murder weapon
BY RICK BUSSLER

PUBLISHER

The handgun confiscated in 
connection with a Florida murder 
matches the weapon used in the 
Blooming Prairie murder of  David 
Riess, Dodge County Sheriff Scott 
Rose said last week.

On Jan. 29, the Minnesota Bu-
reau of  Criminal Apprehension in 
St. Paul completed its testing of  a 
.22-caliber semi-automatic handgun, 
which was recovered in the hotel 
room of  murder suspect Lois Riess 

following her arrest in Tex-
as, according to Rose. “The 
forensics report indicated 
the shell casings found at the 
Riess homicide matched the 
handgun being tested,” Rose 
said.

David Riess was gunned 
down in his home outside of  
Blooming Prairie last March. His 
wife, Lois, is suspected of  killing 
him, though she still has not been 
charged in Minnesota. After the 
Blooming Prairie murder, Lois fled 
to Florida where she is accused of  

killing a woman in Fort Myers 
Beach.

A Dodge County sheriff’s 
investigator flew to Florida and 
took possession of  the hand-
gun for the local case on Oct. 
17. The handgun was brought 
back to Minnesota and turned 

over to the BCA for forensic testing 
on Oct. 22. 

In other developments, Rose an-
nounced that the Dodge County case 
has been referred to the Minnesota 
Attorney General’s Office in St. Paul 
for review of  prosecution. Local 

investigators submitted their com-
plete report, including the forensics 
testing, to the Attorney General on 
Feb. 13. 

Besides Dodge County’s investi-
gative file, the Attorney General’s 
Office will also need to review 
the BCA’s case file, Rose said. It’s 
unknown when the Attorney Gen-
eral will make a determination on 
charging.

“We’ve had our case ready since 
shortly after Lois was arrested. 
However, it was important to the 
integrity of  the case to have the 

forensics completed on the alleged 
murder weapon before formally 
charging Mrs. Riess,” Rose said. 
“Once she was charged out in Flori-
da, and we knew she wasn’t going to 
get released down there, it allowed 
us the opportunity to take the time 
needed to prepare our case and wait 
for forensics to ensure we have the 
strongest case possible.”

Lois Riess faces the death penal-
ty in Florida for allegedly killing 
Pamela Hutchinson, who was vaca-
tioning at the time. Riess is expected 
back in court in April. 

LOIS RIESS
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DEATH NOTICE

Robert D. Gasner, 
88, of  Ellendale, died 
Wednesday, Feb. 20, 
2019 at New Richland 
Care Center.  
He was born Nov. 
26, 1930 in Deerfield 
Township, the son 
of  Christ and Mabel 
(Dartt) Gasner. 
Robert graduated from Owa-
tonna High School in 1949. He 
worked on the family farm 
after graduation and then 
served in the U.S. Army from 
1951 to 1953 where he was a 
sergeant tank commander in 
the Korean War.  
Robert met Christena at the 
Owatonna Roller Rink as they 
both were avid skaters. He was 
united in marriage to the love 
of  his life, Christena Olson, 
on June 27, 1954 at the Com-
munity Lutheran Church in 
Geneva; sharing 64 1/2 years 
together. Robert worked at 
Jostens in Owatonna for 40 
years in the tool and die de-
partment while also operating 
a dairy farm near Ellendale.  
Robert enjoyed drawing, 
reading, and the outdoors. 
His most enjoyable moments 
were the times he spent with 
his grandchildren. They were 
his pride and joy and formed 
a special bond that will live on 
eternally in their hearts.  
Robert is survived by his 
beloved wife, Christena; chil-

dren, David Gasner of  
Hugo, Sharon (Donnie) 
Ramaker of  Ellendale; 
grandchildren, Greg 
(Brittanny) Ramaker, 
Geoff Ramaker, Gretch-
en Ramaker, Paul (Kiya 
) Gasner, Matthew Gas-
ner, Nicole Gasner; great 
grandchildren, Carsyn, 

Chayton, Elan Gasner; sib-
lings, Duane (Dessie) Gasner 
of  Owatonna, Shirley Burdick 
of  Waseca, Carol Karsten of  
Medford and many nieces and 
nephews.   
He was preceded in death by 
his parents, sisters, Marga-
ret Hartle, Dorothy Morgan, 
JoAnn Gasner at infancy; 
brothers, Leslie Gasner, Christ 
Gasner Jr., Russell Gasner, 
Vernon Gasner at infancy.  
A sincere thank you to the 
New Richland Care Center as 
the staff and residents are also 
included as part of  his family.  
Visitation will be at Michael-
son Funeral Home on Wednes-
day, Feb. 27 from 4-6 p.m. and 
on Thursday from 10-11 a.m. 
Funeral services will be held 
Thursday, Feb. 28, 2019 at 
11a.m. at Michaelson Funeral 
Home with Pastor Kristen 
Venne officiating. Military 
honors will be provided by 
the Steele County Military 
Funeral Unit. Interment will 
be in the Geneva Cemetery in 
Geneva.

Robert D. Gasner, 88, Ellendale

Prices good - 2/24 - 3/2

237 Hwy Ave. S.  |  Locally Owned & Operated  |  507-583-6671

Check out   UR     LLAR Selection!O OD

Old Dutch 
Potato Chips
9.5 oz. Family Pack

2/$5

Pepsi 
Products

6 Pk./.5 Liter Btls.

3/$8

Tide Laundry 
Detergent
92-100 oz. or  
32-43 ct. Select  
Varieties

$11.97

Heinz Ketchup 
or Mustard

14-20 oz.  
Select Varieties

3/$4

Pepsi 
Products
12 Pk./12 oz.  
Cans

3/$8

85% Lean 
Ground Beef

Family Pack

$2.99
85% Lean Ground 

Beef Smaller 
Package: $3.29/lb.

BIRTHDAYS
FEB. 26 

KARI BOTTIN 
BETTY BEHNKEN 
PER KVALSTEN 

FEB. 27
DORIS RASMUSSEN 

BRAD HINES
SOPHIA SCHILLER

NEAL CLAUSEN
LINDA CHRISTIANSON

JULIA WORKE

FEB. 28 
DOUGLAS NOVAK

TIM TROTMAN 
MIKE INGVALSON

AMBER LONERGAN
JAYDEN PETERSON 

FEB. 29 – LEAP DAY 
MARY WACEK

MARCH 1
BARRY OLSON

NIKKI FARR 
TAYLOR HAGEN

NATALIE SCHEPER

MARCH 2
KIM SYMES

MARK ANDERSON
KEITH THOMAS
MASON SIMON

MARCH 3
JAKE PETERSON 

SANDY SHAW KERRIGAN
JUSTIN KRELL

NORM WONDERLICH

ANNIVERSARIES
FEB. 25

CORK & STEVE DREXLER

MARCH 1
JEREMY & BRIEANNE WANGEN

MARCH 4
RICHARD & IMOGENE SYMES

MARCH 5
HENRY & LUCY POST 

Birthdays & Anniversaries

Sponsored by:

Recipe

   C
orner

MEAL 
IN A BOWL

Sponsored by

Krejci Ford
15th Presidents Award Winner
Blooming Prairie, 583-2046

INGREDIENTS:
1 c. sm. cooked macaroni shells
4 c. torn lettuce
4 med. carrots (2" thin sticks
1 (10 oz.) pkg. frozen peas, thawed
1 sm. red onion (rings)
2 c. cubed cooked ham
1/2 c. shredded Swiss or Cheddar cheese
1 1/2 c. mayonnaise
2 T. snipped fresh dill, or 1 1/2 tsp. dill weed
2 hard-boiled egg wedges

DIRECTIONS: 
Layer in 3-quart glass bowl (lettuce, carrots, macaroni, peas, 
onions, ham). Sprinkle with cheese. Mix mayonnaise and dill; 
spread over top. Arrange eggs on top. Cover and chill for several 
hours; toss just before serving.

Alice E. Reese, 79, Blooming Prairie
Alice E. Reese, 79 of  Blooming Prairie passed away Friday, 

Feb. 22, 2019 at Mayo Clinic Health System in Austin.
Funeral services are pending with Clasen-Jordan Mortuary 

in Austin, and will be announced later. 

“The only thing that you 
absolutely have to know is 
the location of  the library.”  
Hopefully, like Albert Ein-
stein who was just quoted, 
you know where the Bloom-
ing Prairie Branch Library 
is located. In case you are 
new to town, we are inside 
the City Center Building on 
Highway 218. As an aside, for 
the next week or two, please 
use the west doors to the 
building; our east doors are 
having issues and need some 
work on them.

Due to popular demand we are con-

tinuing our movies series 
into the month of  March. 
We will watch some of the 
newest Oscar nominees at 1 
p.m. on Thursday afternoons. 
Please spread the word.

Sometimes it is disap-
pointing that we have some 
amazing books on the shelf  
that are never checked out. In 
an effort to highlight some of  
those books that are hidden 
away, every two weeks we 
will have a special display of  
books and movies related to a 

specific subject. The first subject will be 
World War I. I was surprised to find just 

how many varied books we have here, in-
cluding fiction, non-fiction, audiobooks, 
and movies that all are set during that 
first world war. If  you have suggestions 
for subjects you are interested in, please 
give us a call at 507-583-7750.

We have received suggestions ask-
ing that the library consider housing 
community collections. We already 
have a sizable number of  local historical 
reference materials. We are working to 
arrange a spot in the library where this 
information will be more accessible for 
the residents and visitors to use. Then 
all that you will need to know is where to 
find the library!

BOOK NOOK

Know where the library is
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COLLEGE NEWS

Several area students have been named to Dean’s Lists at 
their respective colleges. 

Greta Jacobson of Ellendale has been named to the 
Dean’s List at Millikin University in Decatur, Ill., for Fall 
2018 semester.

Students who attempt 12 graded credits during a fall 
or spring semester and earn a GPA of 3.5 or higher earn 
Dean’s List honors. 

Milliken is a private university serving about 2,200 stu-
dents. 

Shauna Christiansen, Lindsey Schiefert and Mathew 
Walters have been named to the high honor list at Minne-
sota State University, Mankato. Christiansen is a junior 
majoring in alcohol and drug studies while Schiefert is a 
senior in special education: academic and behavorial strat-
egy and Walters is a senior in accounting.

McKenna Hein and Ayren Ingvalson have been named 
to the honor list. Both are sophomores with Hein majoring 
in elementary education and Ingvalson accounting and 
finance. 

YOUR AD COULD 
BE HERE!
Contact the Steele 

County Times Today!

507-583-4431

BP names finalists for supt.
BY DENNIS MARSHALL

SPORTS EDITOR

The Blooming Prairie 
School District has named 
two finalists in its search for 
a new superintendent.

School Board Chair and 
Superintendent Replace-
ment Committee Member 
Rodney Krell announced the 
finalists vying to replace the 
retiring Barry Olson during 
the monthly school board 
on Feb. 19 as BP Elementa-
ry School Principal Chris 
Staloch and Fosston School 
District Superintendent 
Kevin Ricke.

“This process has worked 
really well for us,” Krell 
said. “It’s went along quick-
ly and smoothly.”

Staloch has been the 
longtime principal of  the 
district’s only elementary 
school, and before that he 
was a teacher at the school.

Ricke was the secondary 
principal for grades 7-12 
at the Lake Park-Audu-
bon School District before 
accepting the position as 
Fosston Superintendent in 
2016.

“Both of  these candidates 
come highly recommended,” 
Krell said. “They both have 
excellent educational back-
grounds in their careers and 
both of  them would be a real 
good fit for our district.”

The finalist will take 
part in three interviews on 
Wednesday, Feb. 27. 

First, they will be indi-
vidually interviewed by the 
Blooming Prairie Admin-
istration Team, which 
consists of  BP High School 
Principal John Worke and 
Activities Director Allison 
Mach, among others.

Next, each finalist will 
interview with a group of  
four Blooming Prairie staff 

members, including one 
from each of  the district’s 
buildings.

Finally, each candidate 
will take part in a public in-
terview with the BP School 
Board.

The meeting will be open 
to the public, however, the 
public will not be able to ask 
questions as the meeting 
is purely for informational 
purposes.

Krell said every stakehold-
er in the district has had the 
opportunity to voice their 
opinion.

“Hopefully on Wednesday 
night we will have a good 
idea of  who we are going to 
offer it to,” he said. “This 
will shape our future as a 
district for years to come.”

In other news, the board:
Accepted the resignations 

of  Jennifer Olseth as a high 
school special education 
teacher effective Feb. 22 and 

Susan Kramer as a gradua-
tion standard tech.

Accepted Brittany Hoban 
as a junior high softball 
coach.

Approved Allison Mach, 
Lonnie Lembke and Mark 
Larkoski as volunteer 

coaches.
Approved final seniority 

list for teachers.
Approved resolution 

discontinuing and reducing 
educational programs and 

positions.
Approved ‘Verizon Wire-

less Small Cell Lease and 
Pole Attachment Agree-
ment.”

Approved calendar chang-
es to make up for snow days. 
April 22 and May 30 will now 
be a full day of  school and 
May 31 will be the last day 
of  school with a 12:45 p.m. 
dismal.

Area students named  
to Dean’s Lists

TURN OFF the television…
Encourage your 
children to make 
reading 
the newspaper 
a part of their 
everyday 
routine for 
lifelong learning.
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Minimizer.com • 800-248-3855 • Blooming Prairie

800-248-3855
www.minimizer.com

Blooming Prairie

FOR THAT HOMETOWN 
PERSONAL TOUCH

Hwy. 218
Blooming Prairie

507-583-2018

1180 Frontage Rd E • Owatonna
507-455-9551

www.owatonnagranite.com

“Creating Your Story in Stone”

322 East Main St.
Blooming Prairie

507-583-2276

FLOOR 
TECH

118 5th Ave.
Ellendale

507-684-2471

LERBERG’S 
FITNESS 
CENTER

& CAR WASH

Owatonna
121 W. Broadway St.

507-451-0193

Mike Bishman
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Dr.
Deborah

Lien
DDS, MBS

Dr.
Deborah

Lien
DDS, MBS

Building
Healthy
Smiles!

132 2nd Ave NE
Blooming Prairie
507.583.6613

FREE 
CONSULTATION

Call Jon Arnett @
455-3735 for a tour 

236 22nd St. SE • Owatonna

Vibrant Living For  
Individuals 55 & Older  
at a Reasonable Price

Service Center:
507-528-2233

After Hours Towing:
507-456-4158
111 Front Street

P.O. Box 282
Claremont, MN

LUTHERAN

AURORA LUTHERAN
6329 SE 28th St., Owatonna

Pastor Stephanie Wood
507-676-5696

Worship: Sunday at 9 a.m.
Sunday School: 10:15 a.m.

COMMUNITY 
LUTHERAN – ELCA 

106 Third St. SE., Geneva 
Pastor Kristen Venne 

507-256-4288
Worship: 9:30 a.m. Sun. 

FIRST LUTHERAN – AFLC 
503 Radel Ct., Ellendale 

Pastor Richard Sliper
507-684-2451

Saturday: 8 a.m. Men’s 
Bible Study 

Sunday: 9 a.m. Worship; 
10:15 a.m. Sunday School/

Confirmation
Tues.: 7 p.m. Call to Prayer, 

open to all churches
Wed.: 9:30 a.m. BibleStudy; 

3:30 – 5 p.m. Jesus and Me; 6 p.m. 
Call to Prayer; 6:30 p.m. 

Youth Group  

FIRST LUTHERAN – ELCA 
434 First St. SW., 
Blooming Prairie

Senior Pastor: 
Rev. Heidi Heimgartner

Associate Pastor: 
Rev. Mike Walerius 

507-583-6621
firstlutheranbp.com

Worship Service- 9 a.m.
Sunday School- 10 a.m. 

FIRST LUTHERAN – LCMC 
8953 SW 37th Ave., Hope

Pastor Sandy Miller
507-451-3854

Worship: 9 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School, Adult Ed: 10:15

 a.m. Sun. 

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN 
– LCMS 

2500 7th Ave. NE., Owatonna
Rev. Mark Rosenau, 

Senior Pastor
Rev. Greg Schlicker,  

Associate Pastor
507-451-4125

www.goodshepherd 
owatonna.com

Worship: 8 a.m., 9:15 a.m. 
& 10:30 a.m. Sun. 

Sunday School: 9:15 a.m. 

MOLAND LUTHERAN – ELCA 
7618 NE 84th Ave., Kenyon 
Pastor Nancy Edwardson 

507-789-6661
Worship: 10:45 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m. 

PONTOPPIDAN LUTHERAN – 
ELCA 

9651 SW 75th St., Ellendale
Pastor Mike Walerius 

507-465-8366
Worship: 10:15 a.m. Sun. 

Sunday School: 9 a.m. Sun.

 EDEEMER LUTHERAN – 
LCMS 

1054 Truman Ave., Owatonna

Pastor Kirk Griebel
507-451-2720 

Worship: 9 a.m. Sun. 
Education Hour: 
10:15 a.m. Sun. 

RED OAK GROVE LUTHERAN 
– ELCA 

30456 Mower-Freeborn 
Road, Austin 

Pastor Lindsay Brennan 
507-583-2038 or 507-437-3000

www.roglutheran.org
Worship: 9 a.m. Sun. 

Sunday School
 (Sept. – May): 10:15 a.m. 

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN – 
LCMS 

4532 SE 84th Ave., Claremont
Pastor Alan Broadwell

507-528-2404
Worship: 6 p.m. Saturday; 

10:30 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m. 

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN – 
LCMS 

28959 630th Ave., Sargeant
Pastor Collin Duling 

507-251-5568
Worship: 10:15 a.m. Sun. 

Sunday School: 9 a.m. 

ST. MICHAEL’S 
LUTHERAN – ELCA 

30450 570th Ave., Waltham
Pastor Dwight DoBell

507-567-2474
Worship: 8:30 a.m. Sun. 

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN – 
LCMS 

202 E. Park Ave., Hollandale 
Pastor Jesse Krusemark 

507-567-2272
Worship: 8:30 a.m. Sun.
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m. 

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN – ELCA 
2781 SW 92nd Ave., Meriden

Pastor: Rev. Dean Smith
507-451-2165

Sunday School: 9:15 a.m.
Worship: 10:30 a.m..

TRINITY LUTHERAN – ELCA 
Trinity Lutheran Church

609 Lincoln Avenue
Owatonna MN 55060

507.451.4520
tlcowatonna.org

Worship:
Saturday: 5 p.m.

Sunday: 8:15 a.m., 9:30 a.m. & 10:45 
a.m.

Sunday School: 8:15 a.m. & 
9:30 a.m.

tlcowatonna.org/worshipschedule
Pastor Todd Buegler

Pastor Amanda Weinkauf
Deacon Kris Oppegard

TRINITY LUTHERAN – ELCA 
104 First St. SE., Hayfield 

Pastor Paul Hauschild 
507-477-2248 

www.trinityhayfield.org 
Worship: 8 a.m. 

& 10:30 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m. 

TRINITY LUTHERAN – LCMS 
108 Third Ave. SW., Medford

Pastor Mark Biebighauser 

507-451-0447
8 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. Sunday Worship 

Service
9:15 a.m. Sunday School and Adult 

Bible Study

TRINITY LUTHERAN – LCMS 
57043 300th St., Waltham

Pastor Jesse Krusemark 
507-567-2272

Worship: 10:30 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m. 

ZION LUTHERAN – ELCA 
7126 SW 98th St., Ellendale

Pastor: Rev. Dean Smith
Worship: 8:30 a.m.

CATHOLIC

CHRIST THE KING
205 Second Ave. NW, Medford

507-451-6353
Father James Starasinich 

Deacon Patrick Fagan
Mass: 5:30 p.m. Sat.

Mass: 9 a.m. Mon. & Fri.

CHURCH OF ALL SAINTS
307 SW First St., New Richland 

Father Raul Silva 
Fr. Adam McMillan, 

Parochial Vicar
507-465-8217

Mass: 5 p.m. Saturday 

HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC
CHURCH OF LITOMYSL
9946 SE 24th Ave. Owatonna

Father John Sauer, Pastor
507-451-1588

www.litomysl.webs.com
Sunday Mass: 

9:30 a.m.c with Children’s Church
Reconciliation: 

8:45 a.m. - 1st & 3rd Sundays
Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m.: 

Faith Formation for 
K thru Confirmation

Second Sunday of month: 
Family Faith Formation

Litomysl Finance Council: 
2nd Thursday

Litomysl Pastoral Council: 
2nd Thursday every other month

SACRED HEART CATHOLIC
150 NE Second St., Hayfield

Father Thomas Niehaus 
507-477-2256

Mass: 8 a.m. Sun. 
& 8:30 a.m. Thursday 

Reconciliation: 7:30 a.m. Sun. 

SACRED HEART PARISH 
810 S. Cedar Ave., Owatonna

Father John Sauer
Fr. Jose Morales, Parochial Vicar

507-451-1588
www.sacredheartowatonna.org 

Mass: 5 p.m. Saturday; 
8:30 a.m. &10 a.m. Sun. 

Spanish Mass: 11:45 a.m. Sun. 
Daily Mass: 7:15 a.m.  

Reconciliation: 4 p.m. Sat. 
Adoration: 

8 a.m. – 10 p.m. Thurs. 

ST. COLUMBANUS CATHOLIC 
114 E. Main St., Blooming Prairie 

Father Thomas Niehaus 
507-583-2784

www.stcolumbanuschurch.com 
Mass: 10 a.m. Sun. 

& 8:30 a.m. Friday 
Reconciliation: 9 a.m. 

First Friday & Saturday 

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC 
PARISH

512 S. Elm Ave., Owatonna
Father James Starasinick

Deacon Patrick Fagan
507-451-4845

Saturday Mass: 4 p.m. 
Sunday Mass: 8 & 10 a.m. 

Reconciliation: 
3-3:30 p.m. Sat. 

Daily Mass: 
8 a.m. Tues., Wed. & Fri. 

(Communion Service 
8 a.m. Thursday) 

Adoration Chapel available 
 Mon. – Fri. 7 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. 

Key fob required after 
hours or weekends 

CHRISTIAN

CHRIST COMMUNITY 
COVENANT 

540 SE 18th St., Owatonna
Dr. V. Brent Carlson, Pastor

507-451-1032
Worship: 9 a.m. Sun. 

Sunday Connections: 10:15 a.m. 

PENTECOSTAL

FIRST UNITED 
PENTECOASTAL 

230 Locust Ave., Owatonna 
Pastor Eliazar Talamantes

507-363-2240
Worship: 10 a.m. Sunday; 

6:30 p.m. Wednesday 

METHODIST

BLOOMING GROVE UNITED 
METHODIST 

43089 180th St., Medford
(Seven miles west of 
Medford on CR 23)

Pastors JJ & Stefanie Morgan  
507-835-8726

Worship: 8:30 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m. 

ELLENDALE UNITED 
METHODIST

200 Sixth St. NW., Ellendale
Pastor Randy Cirksena

507-684-2731
www.ellendaleumc.org

Worship: 10:30 a.m. Sun.
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m. 

OWATONNA UNITED 
METHODIST

815 E. University, Owatonna
Loren Olson, Pastor

Linda Boorman, Associate Pastor 
Joyce Parker, Associate Pastor 

507-451-4734
www.owatonnaumc.org

Traditional Worship (Pathways): 9 
a.m. Sunday

NON-DENOMINATIONAL

BRIDGES OF HOPE 
COMMUNITY 

130 W. Bridge St., Owatonna
Pastor Keith Haskell

507-215-2249 
Worship: 10 a.m. Sun. 
Biblestudy: 9 a.m. Sun. 

Reformers Unanimous Meetings: 
7 p.m. Friday 

CEDAR CREEK 
30 E. Main St., Hayfield 
Pastor Aaron de Neui

507-477-2255
www.cedarcreekchurch.org

Worship: 10 a.m. Sun. 

DESTINY CHRISTIAN
2515 Harvest Lane NW

Owatonna
Pastors Joe & Vicki Braucht

www.destinycc.org
Worship: 6 p.m. Sat.

ELEVATION NORTH 
2002 Austin Road, Owatonna

Pastor Doug Jones
507-363-3099

www.elevationnorth.blogspot.com
Worship (English): 10 a.m. Sun. 

Sunday School: 10:30 a.m. 
Worship (Spanish): 2 p.m. Sun. 

Bible Study: 6:30 p.m. Wednesday 
Spanish Evangelism & Prayer: 

7 p.m. Friday 

NEW BEGINNINGS 
332 14th St. NE., Owatonna

Pastors Scott & Joan Peterson
507-413-0209

Worship: 10 a.m. Sun. 

SIMPLE CHURCH 
4515 NW 22nd Ave., Owatonna
(Country Goods building across

 the freeway from Cabela’s) 
Pastor Todd Lundgren

507-451-5661
Worship: 9:30 a.m. Sun. 

Bible Study: 7 p.m. Wednesday 

MENNONITE

PRAIRIE MENNONITE 
13638 750th St., Blooming Prairie 

Bishop Dennis Martin 
507-583-7532

Worship: 10:30 a.m. Sun. 
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m. 

Prayer Meeting: 
7:30 p.m. Wed.

MORMON

THE CHURCH OF JESUS 
CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY 

SAINTS
404 31st St. NW, Austin

Bishop Rick Bremner
507-433-9042

Worship: 9 a.m. Sun. 

PRESBYTERIAN

ASSOCIATED CHURCH
Presbyterian Church (USA) and 

United Church of Christ
800 Havana Road, Owatonna 507-

451-1546
www.associatedchurch.org

office@associatedchurch.org
Sunday Worship: 9 a.m.  

(Fellowship, Church School, and 

Adult Discussions follow)
Wednesday Activities:  Sept – May 

(see website for schedule)

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
109 E. Main St., Hayfield

Pastor Kirk Johnston
507-477-2631

Worship: 9:30 a.m. Sun.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
P.O. Box 66, Claremont

507-528-2320
Pastor Douglas Walters

10 a.m. Worship

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST 
2373 Seventh Ave. NE, Owatonna

Pastor Brian Beavers
507-340-7143

Worship: 9:30 a.m. Sat. 
Bible Study: 11 a.m. Sat. 

UCC

CONGREGATIONAL UNITED
CHURCH OF CHRIST

211 Main St. S.
Medford

Rev. Richard Waters
507-451-4596

Worship: 10 a.m. Sun.

ASSEMBLY OF GOD

VIBRANT LIFE 
ASSEMBLY OF GOD

702 Third St. S., Ellendale
Pastor Patrick Stitt

507-684-3421
www.vibrantlifeag.com 

Worship: 10:30 a.m. Sun. 
Kids Church: 10:30 a.m. Sun. 

BAPTIST

FIRST BAPTIST
104 First Ave. NE, 
Blooming Prairie

Pastor Matt Fennell
507-583-2673

Worship: 10 a.m. Sun. 
& 6:30 p.m. Wednesday 
Sunday School: 9 a.m. 

Bible Study: 11:30 a.m. Sun.

FIRST BAPTIST  
(Owatonna’s oldest church)

123 E. Main St., Owatonna
Pastor Cindy
507-451-2803

www.firstbaptistowatonna.com
Fellowship: 9:30 a.m. Sun.
Worship: 10:30 a.m. Sun.

ASSEMBLY OF GOD

VICTORY LIFE
105 2nd St NE 

Geneva
Pastor Diane Butler

507-402-0960
Worship on Sundays

Prayer Service: 7:30 a.m.
Church Service: 9:30 a.m.

Children’s Church: 9:45 a.m.

Make new friends.

1212 W Frontage Rd Owatonna, MN
507-451-0722

valleyviewofowatonna.com

This February and it’s record break-
ing snowfall have thrown a wrench 
into many of my plans. I have had 
snow dates for my snow dates. I know 
I am not alone in making plans only 
to have them upended after the latest 
weather report. While for some it has 
provided much needed rest, others find 
it has only added stress. There was 
one clip I saw where a mom and son 
found out that school was once again 
cancelled. Their reactions were telling. 
The son about 8 years old shouted 
“yes” and raised his arms in victory. 
His mom, looked to be in shock, asking 
if  the reporter was joking and then the 
frustration seeped out as reality set in. 

With each snowflake adding to the 
growing snowfall total, plans continue 

to change. Rarely is the culprit of  dis-
ruption so obviously teasing us outside 
our windows but change and the dis-
ruptions that cause change are a part 
of  life. Depending on your perspective, 
your reaction to that change will differ 
like the mother and her son reacting to 
a snow day. The son saw one more day 
at home filled with cartoons and video 
games. In contrast, the mom was likely 
wondering if  she needs to use one 
more vacation day to stay at home. 

Weather like so many other causes 
of  change are out of  our control. We 
also experience change as a natural 
evolution of  life or a decision to take 
a different path. Whether we are in 
control or not, rejoicing or lamenting, 
it will happen. 

In Ecclesiastes, we hear those 
familiar verses made popular by 
funerals and The Byrds song, “Turn, 
Turn, Turn.” There is a season for 
everything. Change is inevitable. Can 
we perhaps find some courage in that 
fact? God is in our midst, walking with 
us from the beginning to present day. 
Helping God’s people adjust and adapt 
to the changes we encounter in life. 
In the Bible, we hear of  how people 
go through times of  struggle, times of  
celebration and everything in between. 
Throughout it all, God does not aban-
don us. In fact, there are times when 
change is just what we need.

Our best laid plans are likely the 
first draft before life or God inter-
jects. I am reminded of  a verse from 1 

Thessalonians, “Rejoice always, pray 
continually, give thanks in all circum-
stances; for this is God’s will for you in 
Christ.” 

We can agonize over the changes 
we encounter and sometimes they are 
heartbreaking ones. Yet I wonder if  
God encourages us to rejoice, pray and 
give thanks because it enables us to 
find hope, even in its smallest measure. 

I am not thrilled to reschedule 
events, but I rejoice for the snow that 
will replenish the fields. I pray for the 
safety of  those who must go out on to 
the roads, often first responders. I give 
thanks that I am able to have a roof  
over my head and a warm bed at night.

Change of plans
PASTOR’S COLUMN

Rev. Stephanie 
Wood

AURORA AND TRINITY  
LUTHERAN, OWATONNA 
AND BLOOMING PRAIRIE
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GROUNDED:  blizzard  FROM A1

Mayo Clinic Health System in Austin 
Call 507-433-8758 to schedule your Same Day Clinic appointment.

NEED 
TO BE 
SEEN 
TODAY?

Walk-in or schedule an appointment with Same Day Clinic. For hours, 
appointment information and a list of conditions treated in Same Day Clinic, 
visit mayoclinichealthsystem.org, select Austin and click on Same Day Clinic 
under Services & Treatments. 

these big drifts,” Dougherty said Monday 
morning. “They are punching through trying 
to get one lane open,” he said, adding they will 
move onto other areas and then go back to 
clean up the rest of  the roadway. 

During the height of  the blizzard, MnDOT 
ran snow plows in tandem, Dougherty said. 
“They were told to stay at a safe distance 
with two trucks at a time,” he said. “With two 
trucks tied up, our resources were not as effec-
tive, but safety has to prevail.”

In some cases, MnDOT provided plows to 
make emergency escorts for area ambulances 
needing to get patients to hospitals. 

On the side roads around Steele County, 
snow removal efforts were severely impeded 
because of  all the stranded vehicles, according 
to Scott Golberg, county administrator. “With 
the stranded vehicle on the county roads, we 
had to work around them,” he said. 

Besides the motorists stranded in Owaton-
na, there were also some who sought shelter 
in Ellendale, Golberg said. 

The uniqueness of  this massive blizzard, 
Golberg said, was the drifting, which caused 
all the stranded motorists.

Johnson Construction 
& Tree Service

Tree & Stump Removal •Trimming & Topping •Tree Moving 
Lot Clearing • Backhoe/Skidloader • Hauling General Construction

24 Hr. Emergency Services • Year Round Work • Licensed & Insured
KYLE JOHNSON • 507-583-7592
AUSTIN & BLOOMING PRAIRIE

132 2ND AVE. NE
BLOOMING PRAIRIE

Building 

Healthy

Smiles!

Dr. Deborah J. Lien, DDS, MBSDr. Deborah J. Lien, DDS, MBS
ORTHODONTIC SPECIALIST

507.583.6613drdeborahlienorthodontics.com

FREE CONSULTATIONS

J.A. Gwilt Siders, Inc.
Siding,  Windows,  Gutters,  Roof ing & Decks

Known for our exceptional quality of material and labor.

Call 507-456-1504 
for your FREE 

estimates!
Serving Steele County 

for 20 years.

SKJEVELAND ENTERPRISES
YOU CAN

 COUNT ON US!
Sanitation & Recycling Services

Pride in service since 2007

• Sanitation & Recycling Services
• Roll-Offs & Dumpsters
• Rubbish & Garbage Removal

Contact Skjeveland Enterprises today!

5 0 7 - 5 2 8 - 9 9 0 0

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

A Simple, Thoughtful Act of Caring
PREARRANGEMENT & PREFUNDING

Worlein Blooming Prairie Funeral Home
418 Highway Ave S. ,Blooming Prairie, MN

Mary Kittelson
NFDA Certified Preplanning Consultant • Licensed Agent - Purple Cross Plans

507-583-7561
www.worlein.com

SEPTIC SYSTEMS • Design • Installation
• Compliance Inspections

State License # 1844

• Excavation
• DEmoliotion
Commercial & Residential Sitework

• BasEmEnts
• DozEr Work

507 583-2999
 Aggregates • Hauling • Washed Sand • Black Dirt • Fill • Gravel

Serving the Area 
Over 12 Years

Larry & Donna Bennett
4151 N. City Rd. 45
Owatonna, MN 55060
(507) 451-2203 Cell: 507-456-3562

Bennett’s
Pet Haven
Cemetery, Inc.

“Professional Cremation and Burial Services for your loving pet”
Shorty & Sue Schroht

857 Mosher Ave.
Owatonna, MN 55060

(507) 455-3204

THE ONLY AREA SHOP certified to work 
 on the 2015 Ford Aluminum F150Mike’s  REPAIR

507-455-0388
Fax: 507-455-0486

After Hours: 507-455-0483
Tire Service

AG & Heavy Truck 

Complete Truck Parts and Service Mike Hartle
     Owner

870 32 Ave. NW
Owatonna, MN 55060

ACCOUNTING AUTOMOBILE COLLISION

EXCAVATING

GARBAGE SERVICE ORTHODONTIC SPECIALIST PETS 

PREPLANNING

CONSTRUCTION

CONTACT ANNIE ANDERSON
 AT 507-319-1549 OR BPANNIE@FRONTIER.COM 

AND PROMOTE YOUR SERVICES HERE!

HERE IS MY CARD

314 East Main St., Blooming Prairie | 507-583-7528 | Fax: 507-583-2389

ACCOUNTING AND TAX SERVICES FOR 
SMALL BUSINESS AND INDIVIDUALS

Accountants

Call to place an item in the Classifieds today:  (507) 583-4421
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Trooper Tjon named top officer in Steele County
BY CHRIS BALDWIN

STAFF WRITER

This year’s honor for Peace 
Officer of the Year went to 
State Trooper William Tjon, 
who gracefully accepted the 
award from the Exchange 
Club of Steele County on Feb. 
22.

Trooper Tjon hails from 
Twin Valley, Minn., and has 
served as a state trooper in 
Steele and Rice counties for 12 
years. During the ceremony, 
Tjon’s superior, Lt. Brian 
Buck, was also on hand to 
congratulate him.

“I think it’s great that the 
Exchange Club recognized 
Trooper Tjon today,” Buck 
said. “Our troopers do a lot 

of great things, day in and 
day out. It’s good that they 
get recognized for the hard 
work that they do. It’s good to 
have something like today to 
recognize all the hard work 
that Trooper Tjon does.”

It was an honor that Trooper 
Tjon was not expecting. “I’m 
very appreciative of it,” Tjon 
said of the award. “I was 
extremely surprised when Lt. 
Buck pulled me in for it and 
told me I got it. It’s a very, very 
nice award.”

“Trooper Tjon exemplifies 
what the Minnesota State 
Patrol stands for,” Exchange 
Club Board Director Randy 
Sobrack said while reading Lt. 
Buck’s recommendation. “He 
represents our agency well, 

and I wholeheartedly agree.”
Exchange Club President 

Steve Frodl told Tjon and 
Buck that he appreciates all 
of their hard work and public 
service. “I want to thank you 
guys for what you do,” Frodl 
said during the ceremony. “I 
think about you guys every 

day, and I just can’t believe 
how you guys can go out there 
and do it every day.” 

As a state trooper charged 
with patrolling two counties, 
Tjon’s work takes him across 
Steele and Rice, where he has 
seen his share of situations. 
“There’s numerous times 
when I’ve even been the first 
responder on local calls,” Tjon 
said of the fact that he isn’t 
just patrolling the freeway.

Outside of his duties as 
a trooper, Tjon has also 
taught Driver’s Ed classes 
in Medford, Faribault, and 
Owatonna. He also has talked 
with students in middle 
school about his job and 
education and participates in 

BETTER SLEEP, ONE 
BED AT A TIME

Blossom turned actor comes back home

BY CHRIS BALDWIN 
STAFF WRITER

Despite a blizzard which 
pummeled the county Saturday 
night, members of the community 
were still able to stop by and 
give their thanks and help raise 
money for Beds For Kids, a 
volunteer program which donates 
beds to area children.

The program was started in 
2010 by Jim and Sara Packard. 
“I worked as a cable guy for 
Charter Communications, so I 
was in people’s houses and saw 
a lot of kids laying on the floor 
or sharing beds,” Jim Packard 
said. “It just didn’t sit right with 
me, and I knew I wanted to do 
something about it.”

From there he started kicking 
around the idea with his local 
bible study group and not soon 
after the program was born. “I 
decided, let’s just make four beds 
and see what happens,” Packard 
recalled. 

“So we made four beds and 
decided to display them at a local 
church that was putting on a free 
garage sale to see if there was 
any interest in people needing 
beds,” he said. “We walked away 
with a list of 40 people who signed 
up that day for a bed that they 
needed.”

Beds for Kids provides children 
age 2 to 17 with a free bed 
complete with pillows, blanket, 
and comforter. “The reward is 
priceless,” Packard said of seeing 
a kid get their very own bed. “I 
think seeing the look on their 
face when they get that bed and 
giving them something they can 
call their own and knowing that 
they’re going to get a good night’s 
sleep is such a great feeling.”

“When we deliver the beds, 
and when the kids are home, it’s 
the looks on their faces,” said 
Jeff Kropp, who helps deliver 
beds. “They go from sleeping on a 
couch, or whatever their situation 
is, to a new bed. They love it!”

Jeff’s wife, Shari Kropp, 
serves as executive director for 

the program. “Even when we 
deliver to the teenagers,” Shari 
said. “There’s some teenagers 
that you’d think you wouldn’t get 
any emotion out of, but they are 
always so appreciative.”

Due to a busy schedule and 
a family of their own, Jim and 
Sara Packard handed the reins 
of the program over to Shari 
and Jeff Kropp in 2014. “They’ve 
stepped up, and they’ve done a 
fantastic job,” Jim Packard said 
of the Kropp’s work. “They have 
given so much of their time and 
resources to make Beds For Kids 
happen and sustainable. I can’t 
thank them enough, it’s fantastic.”

“I’m very proud,” Packard said 
of how his program has grown. 
“I’m proud of Jeff and Shari and 
all the work they’ve put into it 
and made it what it is today. I’m 

so thankful for all the volunteers 
who step up, and the people who 
support these things. We couldn’t 
do it without them.”

Although a bout of bad winter 
weather threatened to diminish 
the night’s fundraiser, the 
community was there regardless 
to support such a good cause. The 
fundraiser included a wine wall, 
a silent auction, tasting stations, 
a cash bar, and entertainment 
beginning just after 8 p.m. 
by a member of Spontaneous 
Productions and local volunteers 
as an impromptu improv group.

“Our first fundraiser was held 
at Good Shepherd Church in 
town and it was snowing just like 
this,” Jim Packard said. “We had 
100 baskets out and four people 
perusing those baskets, and we 
didn’t know what to expect, but 

God showed up and we ended up 
walking out of there with $10,000 
that night. It was pretty amazing.”

The community wouldn’t be 
deterred this year either. “We 
exist because of them, and I 
think this really shows how 
they support our organization,” 
Shari Kropp said of the steady 
attendance. “Them being here 
says a lot about their support for 
our organization.”

Since 2010, Beds For Kids has 
provided 1,400 beds for children 
in Steele and Waseca counties, 
207 beds in 2018, and 250 in 2017. 
Since January of this year, they 
have already supplied 23 beds to 
children in Steele and Waseca. 
For those 23 kids, they can have 
a bed to call their own and get a 
good night’s sleep.

STAFF PHOTO BY CHRIS BALDWIN
Jeff and Shari Kropp sit on a version of one of the beds that they supply to area children in need. Shari serves as 
executive director for Beds For Kids while her husband Jeff volunteers and helps deliver.

STAFF PHOT BY CHRIS BALDWIN
State Trooper William Tjon accepts the award for Peace Officer 
of the Year from Exchange Club of Steele County President 
Steve Frodl. Tjon’s boss, Lt. Brian Buck, left, was also there to 
congratulate him.

Beds For Kids holds fundraiser at Steele County History Center

Spring is right 
around the corner… 
right???  

With the 
consistent forecast 
of snow these last 
few weeks and still 
on the horizon, 
Steele County 
4-Hers involved in 
the Shooting Sport 
Program do not 
have to wait to get 
underway with 
their projects. This 
past week Steele 
County 4-H kicked 
off the season with 
an open house for 
all to come learn 
more about what 4-H 
has to offer and for 
returning members 
to be able to get 
signed up for the 2019 
year. 4-H Shooting 
Sports & Wildlife 
promotes valuable 
life skills through 
safe and educational 
experiences.  This 
past year, Steele 
County 4-H had over 
40 youth participate 
in various disciplines 

and wildlife 
experiences. 

Our season starts 
with the archery and 
bb gun disciplines 
on Saturdays at 
the Straight River 
Archery Club near 
Medford starting 
in March and going 
through May.  In 
April, 4-Hers seventh 
grade and older will 
be able to add the 
.22 discipline and 
muzzle loader. In 
June, 4-Hers seventh 
grade and older 
can work with the 
shotgun disciplineas 

Despite snow, 
shooting sports 

underway

“I think about you guys 
every day, and I just can’t 
believe how you guys can 

go out there and do it 
every day.”
Steve Frodl

-Exchange Club President 

It may be blizzard-like conditions outside, 
but the Steele County Free Fair is already 
thinking about warming the souls of music 
fans and rocking the summer nights during 
the fair with a couple major concerts. 

Tickets go on sale Friday for the Chris 
Kroeze and Chris Hawkey concerts. Kroeze 
is a national recording artist from NBC’s The 
Voice, and Hawkey is from KFAN. 

Fairgoers may purchase tickets on-line 
at www.SCFF.org beginning March 1. The 
fair is offering discounted tickets for both 
performances. Fair manager Scott Kozelka 
said the ticket prices offered during the 
March promo will only be offered once. 

Hawkey will perform Thursday, Aug. 15 
while Kroeze will take the stage on Friday, 
Aug. 16. 

Fair begins offering 
promo rates for 

upcoming concerts

BY DENNIS MARSHALL
SPORTS EDITOR

Blooming Prairie High School 
alumnus Jay Alan Christianson 
stars in the new movie “Garrow,” 
and has been featured in “Law 
and Order: Special Victims Units,” 
“Black-ish” and “The Sopranos.”

On Thursday, the actor and 
producer returned to BPHS to talk 
to students and encourage them to 
follow their dreams.

“If you really want to do 
something, the only thing that 
really stops you is your mind,” 
Christianson said. “You can 
overcome anything with the power of 
the mind and it has to acknowledged 
and embraced.”

Christianson has experience 
working with young adults, as he 
teaches an on-camera acting course 
in Los Angeles and is a guest artist at 
the California Institute of the Arts. 
His students range in the age of 7 to 

94 years old.
“I’m use to speaking to kids and 

I love it,” he said. “If I can impart 
anything to inspire, I’ll be there.”

Christianson grew up on his 
family farm about a half mile 
northeast of the Red Oak Grove 
Lutheran Church. The farm has 
been in Christianson’s family since 
the 1860s and one of his siblings still 
lives there.

“[Blooming Prairie hasn’t changed 
too much,] which is terrific and I 
hope it never does,” he said. “It was 
such an important part of my life. 
It certainly made me who I am with 
that sense of community and great 
values growing up on a farm.”

Christianson recalled memories 
from his childhood where neighbors 
helped on his family’s farm when his 
father was ill.

“I kept those stories alive by doing 
things for other people and helping,” 
he said. “I still keep that same 
sense of a farm community. I enjoy 

reaching out and giving because I 
feel like I have been given so much.”

Christianson plays Robert Francis 
Garrow in his new movie, a serial 
rapist and murderer whose reign of 
terror paralyzed the North Country 
(area in northern New York) between 
the years of 1960 and 1978.

Christianson said the movie 
focuses a lot of the Garrow’s 
criminal trial, which is known as 
the Buried Body Case and became 
an important case in legal ethics 
after his attorneys refused to disclose 

the location of the bodies of two of 
his victims, citing attorney-client 
privilege.

Christianson said the film is 
mainly being shown in theaters 
on East Coast, but he expects it to 
eventually be released on some sorts 
of streaming service like Netflix or 
Hulu.

Christianson also has a multiple 
project in the works for later this 
year. He will soon begin filming the 
second season of “A Part of Life,” 
a science fiction television series 
where he plays one of the shows lead 
characters. He also has plans for a 
movie with the same company he 
did “Garrow” with about Bigfoot 
and will film a movie in Israel and 
Morocco sometime this year.

“I’m really grateful to come back 
and talk to such a great group of 
kids,” Christianson said. “They were 
so right-on, intuitive and a receptive, 

Steele Talkin’ 
MISSY KOCH

“You can overcome anything 
with the power of the mind 
and it has to acknowledged 

and embraced.”

Jay Alan Christianson
Blossom Turned Actor

STAFF PHOTO BY DENNIS MARSHALL
Jay Alan Christianson gives a 
presentation to BPHS students on 
Thursday, Feb. 21.

SEE TOP OFFICER, B2

SEE STEELE TALKIN’, B2

SEE ACTOR, B2
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Ed Auction to 
feature new twists

Owatonna Business Women to honor 
area women during annual fundraiser

STAFF PHOTO BY DENNIS MARSHALL
Jay Alan Christianson meets with former classmates and other BP resi-
dents during his recent visit to town.

Pancakes for a purpose

YOUR AD COULD 
BE HERE!
Contact the Steele 

County Times Today!

507-583-4431

STAFF PHOTOS BY HOWARD LESTRUD
A pancake breakfast at St. Columbanus Catholic Church in Blooming Prairie Jan. 27 didn’t only fill hungry mouths, but also benefited 
Andrea Rumpza, who has been fighting Lyme’s disease for the past 10 years. She is the daughter of Diane and Bruce Rumpza. Top: 
Mallory Partridge of Owatonna scooped into her pancakes during the benefit. Right: Robert Salinas of Blooming Prairie serves Fran 
Njos some pancakes. 

BY RICK BUSSLER
PUBLISHER

Excitement is building 
over the upcoming 
Blooming Prairie Education 
Foundation Auction slated to 
take place March 30.

This year the auction 
committee has come up with 
several new opportunities for 
Blossom supporters to help 
the foundation.

There will be a kids raffle 
this year. The raffle will be 
featured during the silent 
auction with the winning 
ticket drawn after all tables 
are closed. The raffle tickets 
may be purchased before 
the auction from any of the 
committee members and 
also the night of the auction. 
Tickets are $5 with the prize 
value of $150.

During the silent auction, 
there will be an “Instant 
Buy” table, which will 
feature up to eight items. 
Citizens may bid on the 
items or they can instantly 
purchase the item for the 

dollar amount indicated on 
the item.

Baskets will be donated 
in memory of Rachel and 
Emerson Harberts, who were 
tragically killed on their way 
to school during the first 
week of school in September.  
Rachel was a first grade 
teacher at Blooming 
Prairie for many years. The 
Harberts’ baskets will be 
auctioned off live after the 
silent auction, but before the 
live auction starts.

During the live auction, 
the committee will be having 
50/50 tickets selling for $5. 
The winner will receive 
50 percent of the money 
collected.

There will also be Blossom 
can coolies for sale for $5.

“All proceeds from this 
auction go directly back to 
Blooming Prairie Schools,” 
said Karen Fouarge, a 
foundation member. 

The auction will take place 
on Saturday, March 30. More 
details will be released in the 
coming weeks.

BY CHRIS BALDWIN
STAFF WRITER

The Owatonna Business 
Women is celebrating the 
100th anniversary of its 
organization this year 
with the annual Woman of 
Achievement fundraiser 
event. It is the 47th year the 
fundraiser has been held.

Although the evening 
will see area women receive 
recognition for their work 
in the community and in 
professional circles, the 
event also helps raise money 
for scholarships which will 
be handed out during the 
celebration.

 “It’s a fundraising event, 
and the goal is to raise money 
for next year’s scholarships,” 
Owatonna Business Women 
President Ryan Gillespie 
explained. “We will have a 
raffle, and a silent auction, as 
well as a wall of wine.”

Due to this being the 
centennial anniversary of the 
organization, there will be a 
special reception preceding 
the event for all the prior 
nominees and winners. “It’s 
for all the woman who made 
an impact on our community 
over the years,” Gillespie said.

“We will have some 
memorabilia from past 
years,” OBW First Vice 
President Rebecca Moore 
said. “We will have 
everything from scrapbooks 
to snippets from our history. 
It’s pretty amazing that we’ve 
been around for 100 years.”

Both Moore and Gillespie 

take pride in the local 
organization and the 
work they do, not only in 
helping young girls receive 
scholarships, but also by 
providing a circle of women 
within the community for 
others to build networking, 
professional, and personal 
skills from.

“I think that it’s pretty 
amazing,” Moore said. “It’s 
nice to see that women want 
this comradery, and the fact 
that OBW has always been 
a place for women to build 
confidence, friendships, and 
network is great!”

The organization has 
served as the backbone 
for Owatonna and the 
surrounding region’s 
professional women. “It’s 
terrific,” Gillespie said. “It 
offers the ability for women to 
network and learn from one 
another.”

During the evening, four 
scholarships will be handed 
out and two Young Careerist 
will be named along with 
a Lifetime Achievement 
winner and the Woman of 
Achievement chosen from a 
list of five nominees.

“They really earned these 
nominations,” Gillespie 
said of this year’s nominees. 
“They all exceed in categories 
of community involvement, 
individual leadership, 
and serve in positions of 
influence.”

Moore also praised the 
evening’s nominees. “Our 
nominees are a fantastic 
group of women who 

represent leadership and 
civic engagement in our 
community and in our 
county,” she said. “I think 
they provide a good snapshot 
of what we want to see.”

According to Moore, the 
Woman of Achievement 
should be “someone who 
had achieved success in her 
career and also someone who 
represents opportunities 
in the workplace and a 
woman who gives back to the 
community.”

Last year’s winner for 
Woman of Achievement was 
Janet Simon, the program 
director at REM Woodvale 
in Owatonna. Judge Karen 
Duncan was honored with 
the Lifetime Achievement 
Award, and Lauren Kozelka 
and Anisha Zak were named 
as Young Careerists.

This year’s nominees are 
Jane Elsner, Diane Holland, 
Julie Sullivan, Joleen 
Sherrets, and Jannell Tufte. 
Laura Isenor and Callan 
Paffrath will be the Young 
Careerists recipients. Ann 
Barker will be given the 
Lifetime Achievement Award 

and scholarships will be 
given to Molly Hawkins, 
Cassandra Trout, Carrie 
Heiderscheidt, and Amanda 
Johnson.

“The Young Careerists are 
rising women to watch while 
the Woman of Achievement 
is in the pinnacle of her 
career, and the Lifetime 
Achievement winner is a 
woman who has left her mark 
on the community,” Gillespie 
explained of the night’s 
honorees.

While the honorees will 
be the focus of the night’s 
celebration, it will also serve 
as a great way for OBW to 
raise funds for the following 
year’s scholarships. “It’s 
really the hallmark for why 
we do this,” Moore said of 
the fundraising aspect of the 
evening. “It’s to allow other 
women to advance in their 
education.”

“We honor the scholarship 
recipients, and that’s cool 
because they are around 
women who are accomplished 
in their profession,” Moore 
said. “That gives them 
something to aspire to and 
then think that in 10 or 15 
years this is someone they 
could be.”

The awards and fundraiser 
will be held at 6:15 p.m. at 
Torey’s Restaurant and Bar in 
Owatonna on March 8. There 
will be a reception celebrating 
Owatonna Business Women’s 
100-year anniversary 
beginning at 6 p.m.

LOOK WHAT’S NEW!
COMING TO 

BP EDUCATION FOUNDATION AUCTION

The Blooming Prairie Education Foundation 
Auction Committee is sprucing up this 

year’s auction with added offerings:

•  Kids Raffle- Prize value $150 – Tickets available from committee members for $5. 
•  “Instant Buy” Table – Table will feature 6-8 items. You may bid or you can 

instantly purchase the item for the amount listed
•  Baskets donated in memory of Rachel and Emerson Harberts
•  50/50 Tickets for $5 – Winner will receive 50% of money collected
•  BP Blossom Can Coolies for $5

SAVE THE DATE: Saturday, March 30

OWATONNA WOMAN 
OF ACHIEVEMENT 

FINALISTS
- Jane Elsner
- Diane Holland
- Julie Sullivan
- Joleen Sherrets
- Jannell Tufte

Shop with a Cop. 
“We have a lot of fun with 

Shop with a Cop, getting to 
know these kids and buying 
them gifts is great,” Tjon 
said. “We also are in Big 
Brothers Big Sisters, we have 
a little and he’s a lot of fun as 
well.”

After the ceremony, Frodl 
offered his thoughts on 
Trooper Tjon’s recognition. 
“I’m really pleased that 
we could honor one of our 
officers here in our county 
and in surrounding areas,” 
Frodl said. “We really 
appreciate the work that they 
do, and we know that Bill 
(Trooper Tjon) comes to us 
highly recommended by his 

boss, Lt. Buck.”
“We think about them 

every day, and they’re in our 
thoughts and prayers every 
day and hope that every day 
goes well for them,” Frodl 
continued. “We appreciate 
everything they do, and we 
congratulate him and his 
family for the support that 
they give him.”

The Exchange Club of 
Steele County honors a 
different peace officer each 
year. “We’re really happy to 
honor these guys, every year 
we pick one for Peace Officer 
of the Year,” Frodl explained. 
“We’re just so pleased with 
all the work that they do so 
we just want to make sure 
that they know that the 
community is behind them 
and supports them.”

well. Young people learn 
safety, concentration, self-
discipline, confidence, goal 
setting, decision-making, 
and courtesy through 
each discipline event. Both 
competitive and cooperative 
skills are developed in all 
youth participants. 

Four-H volunteers are 
trained to instruct on local 
policies and regulations, laws 
and ethical behavior through 
repeated demonstration and 
personal practice. We are 
always looking for a caring 

adult who is passionate 
about shooting sports and 
the environment, if you 
are interested in sharing 
your passion with youth in 
Minnesota 4-H contact us 
to learn how to volunteer. 
Specific trainings are 

scheduled for this coming 
April. 

Growth and development 
of young people are the 
primary goals of the 
Minnesota 4-H Shooting 
Sports Program.  Shooting 
Sports is an outstanding way 
to provide youth development 
opportunities. Introducing 
safety and responsible use 
of firearms and archery 
equipment open valuable 
vocational and lifelong 
recreational education. 

Participants in Minnesota 
Shooting Sports & Wildlife 
are in the third grade through 
one year past high school. 
Minnesota 4-H holds a State 
Shooing Invitational every 
September, members can 
qualify for National Shooting 
in Nebraska the following 
summer. 

For more information, 
contact us at the Steele 
County Extension Office at 
507-444-7685.

Melissa Koch is the 4-H 
program coordinator 
for Steele County. Steele 
Talkin’ is a regular column 
featuring authors from 
various organizations 
throughout Steele County. 

TROOPER:
FROM B1

STEELE 
TALKIN’: FROM B1

ACTOR: Jay Alan Christianson FROM B1

cool group.”
BPHS Principal 

John Worke said 
Christianson 
delivered a great 
message to students.

“It lets the student 
understand that they 
can do whatever 
they want after high 
school,” Worke said. 
“He walked the 
same halls that they 
walked. Nobody’s life 
is going to be perfect. 
How you deal with 
those bumps in roads 
has a lot to do with 
how your life turns 
out.” 

Call to place an item in the Classifieds today:  (507) 583-4421
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History from the News 
Archives

Dear Savvy Senior,
Are there any proven 

strategies to preventing 
cognitive decline? I have a 
family history of  dementia 
and worry about my own 
memory and cognitive abilities 
as I grow older. What can you 
tell me?

Almost 60

Dear Almost,
For most people, starting 

in their fifties and sixties, the 
brain’s ability to remember 
names, multi-task or learn 
something new starts 
declining. While our genes 
(which we can’t control) play 
a key role in determining our 
cognitive aging, our general 
health (which we do have some 
control over) plays a big factor 
too. 

Here are some healthy 
lifestyle strategies – 
recommended by medical 
experts – that you can employ 

that can help stave off  
cognitive loss and maybe even 
build a stronger brain.

Manage health problems: 
Studies have shown that 
cognitive problems are related 
to health conditions, like 
diabetes, heart disease and 
even depression. So, if  you 
have high blood pressure, 
high cholesterol or diabetes 
you need to treat them 
with lifestyle changes and 
medication (if  necessary) 
and get them under control. 
And if  you have a history of  
depression, you need to talk to 
your doctor about treatment 
options.  

Exercise: Aerobic exercise 
increases blood flow to all 
parts of  your body, including 
your brain, to keep the brain 
cells well nourished. So, choose 
an aerobic activity you enjoy 
like walking, cycling, dancing, 
swimming, etc., that elevates 
your heart rate and do it for 
at least 30 to 40 minutes three 

times a week. 
Eat healthy: A heart-

healthy diet, like the 
Mediterranean diet, will 
also help protect the brain. A 
Mediterranean diet includes 
relatively little red meat and 
emphasizes whole grains, 
fruits and vegetables, fish and 
shellfish, and nuts, olive oil 
and other healthy fats. Also 
keep processed foods and 
sweets to a minimum.

Get some sleep: Quality, 
restful sleep contributes to 
brain health too. Typically, 

adults should get between 
seven and nine hours of  sleep 
daily. If  you have persistent 
problems sleeping, you need 
to identify and address the 
problem. Medications, late-
night exercise and alcohol can 
interfere with sleep quality 
and length, as can arthritis 
pain, sleep apnea and restless 
leg syndrome.  

If  you need help, make an 
appointment with a sleep 
specialist who will probably 
recommend an overnight 
diagnostic sleep test. 

Challenge your mind: 
Some research suggests that 
mind challenging activities 
can help improve memory, 
and slow age-related mental 
decline. But, be aware that 
these activities consist of  
things you aren’t accustomed 
to doing. In other words, 
crossword puzzles aren’t 
enough to challenge your 
brain, if  you’re already a 
regular puzzle doer. Instead, 

you need to pick up a new skill 
like learning to dance, play 
a musical instrument, study 
a new language or do math 
problems – something that’s 
challenging and a little outside 
your comfort zone.

Brain-training websites like 
Lumosity.com and BrainHQ.
com are good mind exercising 
tools because they continually 
adapt to your skill level to keep 
you challenged.

Socializing and interacting 
with other people is another 
important way to stimulate the 
brain. So make a point to reach 
out and stay connected to 
friends, family and neighbors. 
Join a club, take a class or 
even volunteer – anything that 
enhances your social life.  

Don’t smoke or drink 
excessively: Smoking and 
excessive alcohol consumption 
both effect the brain in a 
negative way, so kick the habit 
if  you smoke and, if  you drink, 
do so only in moderation.

Reduce stress: Some stress 
is good for the brain, but too 
much can be toxic. There’s 
growing evidence that things 
like mindfulness meditation, 
yoga and tai chi are all good 
ways to help reduce stress.

Send your senior questions 
to: Savvy Senior, P.O. Box 5443, 
Norman, OK 73070, or visit 
SavvySenior.org. Jim Miller is 
a contributor to the NBC Today 
show and author of  “The 
Savvy Senior” book.

How to Slow Down 
Cognitive Aging10 Years Ago

Feb. 24, 2009
DAN EVANS, PUBLISHER

Rev. Gene Leiter of  Red Oak Grove Lutheran Church gave 
the opening prayer at the State Capitol in St. Paul on Feb. 
16. Giving the opening prayer ranks as one of  Leiter’s most 
memorable days of  his career.

With the failed referendum in the November elections, the 
Blooming Prairie School Board has begun its cuts. On Feb. 
17, the board approved the termination and nonrenewal of  
five probationary teachers, including Matt Harvey, Lisa Poe, 
Marc Patton, Joan Hagen and Casey Nider. Approximately 10 
percent of  the athletics budget will be cut.

The 2009 Boys and Girls Club Gala had a remarkable crowd 
attending on Feb. 21. It is the biggest fundraiser of  the year 
for the organization. The Service Donor of  the Year was 
presented to Frank Henefield for his legal assistance and 
generous help for the club.

20 Years Ago
Feb. 23, 1999

ELSIE SLINGER, PUBLISHER
Tony Lea capped off  his senior season scoring his 1,000th 

point against Waterville-Elysian-Morristown Friday night. 
Ryan Klemmensen, a freshman, qualified for the state 
wrestling tournament. Both athletes have had stellar seasons 
for their respective teams.

Recently the graduation standards test scores were listed, 
and Blooming Prairie faired very well in accomplishing its 
goal of  graduating 100 percent of  the Class of  2000. 

In an eight-team invitational tournament at Blooming 
Prairie on Feb. 6, seventh grader Luke Nelson and eighth 
grader Brandon Servantez both took home firsts for the 
Blossoms.

50 Years Ago
Feb. 19, 1969

VICTOR, VERNON & VRYLE KREJCI, PUBLISHERS
Paul Pasche and Howard Bode commenced practice 

teaching in agriculture at Blooming Prairie on Feb. 10. Both 
are seniors and majoring in agriculture at the University of  
Minnesota, St. Paul campus.

The Union Creamery Association held its annual meeting 
on Thursday, Feb. 13 in the Community Building with 
approximately 100 persons in attendance. Elected to the board 
of  directors at the meeting were Ernest Thorager, Walter 
Jirousek, William Prihoda, Ludwig Wencl and Eugene Motl. 

The Steele County Free Fair topped all Minnesota 
expositions in total receipts, entertainment expenses and 
total expenditures during 1968, Ty Sincock, secretary 
reported this past week. The Steele fair’s total receipts were 
$88,645 compared to $73,733 for second place Mower County 
Fair and nearly double the Olmsted County Fair’s $46,537. 
Total expenditures for the Steele fair were $99,605. 

75 Years Ago
Feb. 24 1944

FRANK KREJCI, PUBLISHER
Ray Kohnke, 39, who came here from Hope latter part 

of  December 1943 to work in the kill and meat processing 
department of  Betlach Food Shop met with a serious accident 
there Wednesday afternoon. While operating a power 
sausage grinder, his right hand was drawn into the machine 
and before it could be stopped the unfortunate man’s hand 
extricated, three of  his first fingers were completely severed 
from the member.

Sgt. Kermit I. Olstad, 22, Blooming Prairie has been 
awarded an air medal for exceptionally meritorious 
achievement while participating in five separate bomber 
combat missions over enemy occupied Continental Europe. 
He is a waist gunner on a flying fortress.

Demand for Blooming Prairie residence property continues 
on the increase with saleable residences becoming scarce as 
the “proverbial hen’s teeth.” Within the past few days, two 
more houses now have new owners. R.J. Whipple, now in 
California, sold his home to Hubert Srsen. Mr. Srsen in turn 
sold his residence to Miss Minnie Paulson.

Southern Minnesota Ini-
tiative Foundation (SMIF), in 
partnership with publishing 
companies ABDO and Cap-
stone, is accepting applica-
tions for the Early Childhood 
Literacy Grant Program. The 
Literacy Program is designed 
to support early literacy 
efforts that enhance school 
readiness for children birth 
to age 5 by providing children 
with books. Organizations 
working with these children 
in SMIF’s 20-county region 
are encouraged to apply for 
books to be given to families 
to keep and read to their 
children.

In 2002, Capstone helped 
launch the BookStart pro-
gram, working with SMIF to 
distribute thousands of  books 
to children in the region over 
a period of  fifteen years. In 
2018, the Literacy Grant was 
formed as a new collaborative 
effort between SMIF and the 
two Mankato-based publish-

ing companies to put even 
more books into the hands 
of  children birth to age five. 
SMIF has previously part-
nered with both companies on 
collectively distributing more 
than one hundred thousand 
books across the region 
through grants and program-
ming. 

“Literacy skills in young 
children are a key measure of  
future success in school and 
life,” said Rae Jean Hansen, 
Vice President of  Early Child-
hood at SMIF. “This collabora-
tive partnership with Cap-
stone and ABDO is critical to 
our efforts to provide parents 
and children in the region 
with support they need to 
prepare for school.”

“We, at Capstone, believe 
that literacy has the power 
to open many doors and 
windows for all children,” 
said Christie Skilbred, Cor-
porate Giving and Literacy 
Center Manager for Cough-

lan Companies, the holding 
company for Capstone. “Our 
continued partnership with 
Southern Minnesota Initia-
tive Foundation parallels our 
mission of  providing children 
the building blocks for lifelong 
success. We are passionate 
about the positive impact the 
Literacy Grants offer South-
ern Minnesota and proud to 
partner with SMIF in assist-
ing these grants.”

“We are excited to be 
donating books through the 
Literacy Grant program again 
this year,” said DeMar Borth, 
Director of  Marketing for 
ABDO. “This partnership sup-
ports our mission of  getting 

more books into the hands of  
young readers.”

Award recipients will 
choose from a selection of  
more than 10,000 books donat-
ed by the publishing compa-
nies, including bilingual and 
early childhood appropriate 
books. Applications are due to 
SMIF by April 16. Awards will 
be announced in May with a 
book pick-up celebration in 
June.

For more information or 
to apply visit our website at 
www.smifoundation.org or 
contact Jennifer Heien at 507-
214-7040; jenniferh@smifoun-
dation.org.

Foundation seeks applications for 
Early Childhood grants
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Prairie Manor Care Center 
& Heather Haus

220 3rd St. NW,
Blooming Prairie
583-4434

NRHEG

Crissa Koopal

Sponsored by:

of the Week

Crissa lives in the country by Hartland with her parents 
Lacey and Jason. She has two brothers named Brady and 
Brendan, and a sister whose name is Caralee. Crissa is in 
Mrs. Ihrke’s second grade class at NRHEG. 

Crissa is soft spoken by nature and has the kindest 
heart. She puts 100 percent into everything she does and 
is such a hard worker! She has a positive attitude and is 
friendly to everyone. She’s also a great role model for 
others because she is always showing her Panther Pride. 
Crissa is very respectful to her teachers and is kind to 
others. 

Crissa’s favorite subject at school is reading. She likes 
to read Billie B. Brown and Junie B. Jones books. Her 
favorite food is eggs. Crissa enjoys doing art, reading, and 
cheer. Keep up the great work Crissa! 

NRHEG Elementary- Ellendale

Word Search Corner

Sponsored By

Make new friends.

VALLEYVIEW ASSISTED LIVING
1212 W Frontage Rd Owatonna, MN

507-451-0722 • valleyviewofowatonna.com
Newly
Remodeled

County
Assistance
Accepted 

Pet
Friendly

Call to place an item 
in the Classifieds today: 
507-583-4431
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Little Theatre of Owatonna 
is proud to announce it is 
seeking eligible candidates 
for its 13th Sarah Foreman 
Memorial Post-Secondary 
Scholarship.

This scholarship was 
established as a memorial 
to long-time Little Theatre 
of Owatonna member Sarah 
Foreman, who died in 
February 2006. Foreman’s 
work as a director extended 
through 30 years, directing 18 
shows and serving 11 years on 
the LTO Board during three 
separate terms. Her extensive 
contribution and dedication 
to theatre in Owatonna 
is memorialized in this 
scholarship.

This scholarship is meant 
to recognize and support the 
post-secondary education 

of a current Steele County 
resident or a previous (prior 
to 2019) graduate of a Steele 
County high school whose 
studies and/or participation 
in theatre distinguish him/
her and support further 
theatre involvement.  The 
recipient will be chosen based 
on theatre involvement, two 
letters of recommendation, 
academic achievements and 
educational goals, and other 
college and/or community 
involvement.

Details and forms for the 
application can be found 
on the Little Theatre of 
Owatonna website, https://
littletheatreofowatonna.org/
sarah-foreman-scholarship/ 
or from county high school 
counselors/career centers. 
Deadline for application is 

May 31. Previous applicants 
who qualify and did not 
receive the scholarship are 
encouraged to re-apply. 

Announcements and 
notification regarding the 
$1,000 scholarship will be 
made in June. The recipient 
will be recognized and the 
scholarship presented at 
the opening night of LTO’s 
summer musical production, 
Once on This Island, 
Thursday, June 20.

Little Theatre of Owatonna 
is committed to providing 
dramatic arts opportunities 
and incentives for citizens 
of Steele County. Questions 
regarding this scholarship 
should be directed to Gaylene 
Steckelberg, LTO Scholarship 
Chairperson, P.O. Box 64, 
Owatonna, MN  55060.

The Owatonna Foundation 
gratefully acknowledges 
receiving memorials in honor 
of many people throughout 
2018.

Memorial funds are used 
towards the Foundation’s 
mission of “improving the 
quality of life for present 
and future generations by 
supporting Owatonna projects 
that focus on community, arts, 
recreation and education.”

Memorials were given in 
honor of and on behalf of the 
following people:

• Alphonso Langer- given by 
Gary and Diane Wilson

• Armond Rezac- given by 
Sylvia Rezac

• Bernard Arndt- given by 
John and LaVada Benz

• Bernice Wesley- given by 
Chuck and Nancy Pence

• Bob Anderson- given by 
John and LaVada Benz, Chuck 
and Nancy Pence and John 
Schoeneman

• Bob Bohlman- given by 
Gene and Rita Michaelson

• Bob Fischer- given by Pat 
Fischer

• Brian Staska- given by 
John and LaVada Benz

• Bud Skalicky- given by 
Alice Wiese, David and Kim 
Ramsey, Gary and Diane 
Wilson and Ray and Hele 
Stawarz

• David Lindberg- given by 
Lanny and Naomi Uber

• Dean Hartle- given by 
Douglas Worthington

• Deanna Maas- given by 
Kathleen Tillotson

• Dick Schuster- given by 
Doug and Jane Parr, Rosie 
Schuster, Gaylene Steckelberg, 
Jeff and Elizabeth Malo, 
Matt and Lisa Kottke, Bill 
and Lorie Thompson, Bob 
and Dianne Sorenson, Doug 
and Jill Holmes , Greg and 
Martha Lutz, Jan Schmidt, 
Alice Reseland, Arlan and 
Marcia Thompson, Lee and 
Marian Kostelecky, Chad 
and Karen Lange, Gene and 
Rita Michaelson, Ione Smith, 
James and Tracy Kaufman, 
Judy Mackay, Michael and Val 
O’Neill, R. Wayne and Karen 
Olmsted, Robert and Kristen 
Vereide, Bob and Bev Seykora, 
Roger and Doreen Bogen, 
Sally Alexander, Sally Nelsen, 
Sharon West, Sherm and 
Sandy Fjalstad, Kathy Schleif, 
Rosie Schuster, Berlyn and 

Kathy Staska, Connie Kubista, 
Dave and Trudy Severson, 
Dean and Joann Shankland, 
Duane and Jane Bock, Harold 
and Barb Kerkvliet, Joanne 
Truelson, Charles and Joanie 
Mosher, Duane and Lorraine 
Yule, Faye Kottke, Myron and 
Rita Ellingsen and Eric and 
Natalie Krueger

• DJ Schmudlach- given by 
Ruth Boser

• Don Petersburg- given by 
John and LaVada Benz

• Dorothy Smith- given by 
Ruth Boser

• Duane Rasmussen-given 
by Betsy Lindgren

• Ed Strohschein- given by 
Lanny and Naomi Uber

• Eileen Kubista- given by 
Karen Hines

• Ernie Albert- given by 
Larry and Lori Jandro

• Ethel Quimby- given by 
Ray and Helen Stawarz

• Eugene Kaplan- given by 
Todd and Laura Resler

• Eugene Trom- given by 
Donald and Donna Teeters

• Evelyn Ward- given by 
Karen Hines

Little Theatre offers upcoming scholarships

Improving life in Owatonna through memorials

2019 TAX TIP:
IRS waives penalty for many whose tax withholding and estimated tax payments fell short in 2018

The Internal Revenue Service has announced that 
it is waiving the estimated tax penalty for many 
taxpayers whose 2018 federal income tax withholding 
and estimated tax payments fell short of their total tax 
liability for the year.

The IRS is generally waiving the penalty for any 
taxpayer who paid at least 85 percent of their total tax 
liability during the year through federal income tax 
withholding, quarterly estimated tax payments or a 
combination of the two. The usual percentage threshold 
is 90 percent to avoid a penalty.

The waiver computation announced today will be 
integrated into commercially-available tax software and 
reflected in the forthcoming revision of Form 2210 and 
instructions.

This relief is designed to help taxpayers who were 
unable to properly adjust their withholding and estimated 
tax payments to reflect an array of changes under the Tax 
Cuts and Jobs Act (TCJA), the far-reaching tax reform 
law enacted in December 2017. 

“We realize there were many changes that affected 
people last year, and this penalty waiver will help 
taxpayers who inadvertently didn’t have enough tax 
withheld,” said IRS Commissioner Chuck Rettig. “We 
urge people to check their withholding again this year 
to make sure they are having the right amount of tax 
withheld for 2019.”

The updated federal tax withholding tables, released 
in early 2018, largely reflected the lower tax rates and 
the increased standard deduction brought about by 
the new law. This generally meant taxpayers had less tax 

withheld in 2018 and saw more in their paychecks. 

However, the withholding tables couldn’t fully factor 
in other changes, such as the suspension of dependency 
exemptions and reduced itemized deductions. As a result, 
some taxpayers could have paid too little tax during 
the year, if they did not submit a properly-revised W-4 
withholding form to their employer or increase their 
estimated tax payments. The IRS and partner groups 
conducted an extensive outreach and education campaign 
throughout 2018 to encourage taxpayers to do a 
“Paycheck Checkup” to avoid a situation where they had 
too much or too little tax withheld when they file their 
tax returns. 

Although most 2018 tax filers are still expected to 
get refunds, some taxpayers will unexpectedly owe 
additional tax when they file their returns.

WENCL
ACCOUNTING

AND TAX SERVICE
Lisa Ackerman

Certified Tax Preparer/Accounting Services
 1122 South Oak, Owatonna

wats@gofast.am  |  507-451-3399

ARO ACCOUNTING
Allyson Olson
cell 507-391-3738

allyson@aroaccounting.com
Two locations to serve you

217 East Elm Ave, Waseca
507-391-3738

32718 State Hwy 13, Hartland
507-845-2763

STOCKWELL 
ACCOUNTING

802 N Elm Ave 
Owatonna, Minnesota

mstockwell@stockwellacct.com

(507) 451-1873

Svoboda Accounting & Tax
466 Fairview Street • Owatonna • 507-455-1175

Toni Svoboda

toni@owatonnatax.com

Let us handle your business accounting needs with 
expertise, so you can get back to the things you enjoy. 

Contact us today for a free consultation!

PAYROLL • ACCOUNTING • TAX PLANNING & RETURNS 

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS • BANK LOAN REQUESTS & REPORTS

Roger L. Borchardt

Yes - I am still in business
and have not retired!

48 years and still going strong!
1345 Linn,  Owatonna,  MN 55060

Phone:  (507) 451-7748

Borchardt’s Accounting
and Tax Service

WEALTH ADVISORY  |  OUTSOURCING

AUDIT, TAX, AND CONSULTING

Investment advisory services are offered through CliftonLarsonAllen Wealth Advisors, LLC,  
an SEC registered investment advisor.  ©2019 CliftonLarsonAllen LLP

121 West Bridge Street
Owatonna, MN 55060 

507-446-7100  |  CLAconnect.com/tax

Tax Prep Guide 2018

SEE MEMORIALS, B5

OWATONNA
BUS COMPANY

3 rd Annual
Minnesota School Bus Driver 

Appreciation Day
February 27

Mo ing Kids Fo wa d

Celebrating o r Humble He oes

TURN OFF the television…
Encourage your 
children to make 
reading 
the newspaper 
a part of their 
everyday 
routine for 
lifelong learning.
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BLOOMING PRAIRIE

ELLENDALE/HOPE/GENEVA

OWATONNA/MEDFORD

FEB. 28 
6:30 p.m. – Family Fun Night, 

BP Library 

MARCH 2 
Mardi Gras, Servicemen’s 

Club 

MARCH 5
10:30 a.m. – Story Time, BP 

Library 

MARCH 6
10:30 a.m. – Story Time, BP 

Library 

MARCH 7 
Ham Bingo, Pizza Cellar

MARCH 8 
KC Fish Fry

MARCH 15
American Legion 100th 

Birthday Dinner

MARCH 20 
Chamber of Commerce 

Meeting 

MARCH 30 
Education Foundation 

Auction 

FEB. 28
Noon – Diversity & Inclusion: 

What You Need to Know 
Webinar, Spherion 

2 p.m. – Movies at the 
Library, Owatonna Library 

6:30 p.m. – Family Fun Night, 
Owatonna Library 

MARCH 1
3 p.m. – Hometown Sampler, 

Little Theatre of Owatonna 

MARCH 2
8 a.m. – Owatonna Senior 

High Tour, OHS 
Noon – Spring Fishing 

Classic Kid’s Weekend, Cabela’s 
3 p.m. & 7 p.m. – Hometown 

Sampler, Little Theatre of 
Owatonna 

MARCH 3 
Noon – Spring Fishing 

Classic Women’s Workshop, 
Cabela’s 

3 p.m. – Hometown Sampler, 
Little Theatre of Owatonna

MARCH 4
7 p.m. – Steele County 

Planning Commission Meeting, 
County Admin Building  

MARCH 5
9:30 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. – Tale 

Time, Owatonna Library 
10 a.m. – Genealogy Club, 

History Center
7 p.m. – Owatonna City 

Council Meeting, City Admin 
Building 

MARCH 6
8:30 a.m. – SHRM-HR 

& Supervisor Training 101, 
Owatonna Country Club

FEB. 28
7:30 p.m. – Ellendale City 

Council Meeting, Community 
Building 

MARCH 1
10 a.m. – SEMCAC, 

Community Building 

MARCH 4
10 a.m. – SEMCAC, 

Community Building
6 p.m. – Ellendale Fire 

Department Meeting, 
Community Building 

6 p.m. – Ellendale 

Community Foundation 
Meeting, Community Building 
Large Room 

MARCH 5
6 p.m. – ECFE Adventures in 

Parenting Class, NR Preschool 
Room 

6:15 p.m. – Tae Kwon Do, 
Ellendale Gym North 

7:30 p.m. – NRHEG 5-12 
Band Concert, NR HS Gym 

MARCH 6 
10 a.m. – SEMCAC, 

Community Building  

Statewide Community 
Theatre Festival 
comes to Austin

GIVE THEM EVERY REASON TO SMILE

583.6613
132 2nd Ave NE | Blooming Prairie MN

Community theatres 
and fans of theatre 
from around the state 
will gather in Austin 
for a statewide theatre 
festival sponsored by the 
Minnesota Association 
of Community Theatres 
(MACT).  MACT*Fest 2019 
will take place March 15-17 
at Riverland Community 
College in Austin.  

Austin’s Summerset 
Theatre and the Riverland 
College Foundation will 
host the festival, where 
audiences will enjoy a wide 
variety of one-act plays 
performed by theatres from 
across Minnesota, and have 
the opportunity to attend 
theatre workshops on topics 
relevant to actors, directors, 
technical crews and all fans 
of community theatre.

Audiences may attend 
part of the festival or may 
purchase discounted ticket 
packages to see all shows. 

MACT*Fest 2019 is 
the 24th biennial festival 
sponsored by MACT, which 
is part of a state, regional, 
national and international 
association that celebrates 
the excellence of 
community theatre.  To 
learn how to participate in 
or attend MACT*Fest 2019, 
visit MACT online at www.
mact.net.

There will be six theatres 
presenting shows at this 
festival.  They are:

- Friday, March 15, 7 p.m.: 

Applause Community 
Theatre (Mendota Heights) - 
Come Dance 

Calumet Players 
(Pipestone) - The Glamour 
House 

- Saturday, March 16, 1 
p.m.: 

FungusAmongus Players 
(Dassel) - Foxfire 

Marshall Area Stage 
Company (Marshall) - Rest 
a Spell 

- Saturday, March 16, 7 
p.m.: 

The Ensemble Theatre 
Company (Apple Valley) - 
Unnecessary Farce 

County Seat Theatre 
Company (Cloquet) - Sweet 

There will also be two 
rounds of workshops 
on Saturday at 9 a.m. 
and 10:30 a.m. The first 
round includes: How to 
Avoid Missteps at Dance 
Auditions - Doug Dally; 
Projection Design: Using 
Imagery for Storytelling 
- Todd Edwards and 
Dramaturgy: The Shape 
of the Ice Cube Really 
Does Matter! - Nancy 
Eppert.  The second round 
includes: Fake Fighting: 
Unarmed Combat for the 
Stage - Aaron Pruesse; 
Marketing: Moneyball 
for Theatre - Allen Ebert 
and The Visionary, 
Creative, Organized and 
Inspirational Director - 
Steve Taft.

The Steele County 
Historical Society will 
celebrate National Women’s 
History Month with 
HERstory: Women in 
Politics presented by Lori 
Sturdevant on Thursday, 
March 7 at 7 p.m. at the 
Steele County History 
Center.  

Star Tribune columnist 
and author Lori Sturdevant 
charts the progress of the 
women’s rights movement 
in Minnesota and showcases 
notable leaders on both 
sides of the aisle, including 
Rosalie Wahl, the first 
woman on the Minnesota 
Supreme Court.

Sturdevant is a Star 
Tribune editorial writer 
and columnist who has 
written about Minnesota 
government and politics 
since 1978. She is also the 
author or editor of 11 books 
about notable Minnesotans. 
Sturdevant is a native of Dell 
Rapids, S.D., and a graduate 
of Coe College in Cedar 
Rapids, Iowa. She has been 
a member of Coe’s board 
of trustees for 30 years. 
Sturdevant lives in St. Paul 
with her husband. They 
have three grown children.

Women’s History Month 

had its origins as a national 
celebration in 1981 when 
Congress passed Pub. L. 
97-28 which authorized and 
requested the President 
to proclaim the week 
beginning March 7, 1982 as 
“Women’s History Week.” 
Throughout the next five 
years, Congress continued 
to pass joint resolutions 
designating a week in 
March as “Women’s History 
Week.” In 1987 after being 
petitioned by the National 
Women’s History Project, 
Congress passed Pub. L. 
100-9 which designated the 
month of March 1987 as 
“Women’s History Month.” 
Between 1988 and 1994, 
Congress passed additional 
resolutions requesting and 
authorizing the President to 
proclaim March of each year 
as Women’s History Month. 
Since 1995, Presidents 
Clinton, Bush and Obama 
have issued a series of 
annual proclamations 
designating the month of 
March as “Women’s History 
Month.”

Admission to the 
screening is free for SCHS 
members and $2 for non-
members.

Women’s rights 
movement to be showcased 

at History Center

KC fish fry coming to BP

Art Month coming to 
Owatonna Arts Center

March is National 
Youth Art Month and in 
celebration the Owatonna 
Arts Center is hosting 
the annual Owatonna 
Public School Student Art 
Exhibition K-12. The show 
will open on Sunday, March 
3 and run through March 31.  

There will be an opening 
reception on Tuesday, 
March 5, for 4:30-7 p.m. 

open to the public. This is 
an opportunity to see the 
creative works of your young 
people and encourage them 
to grow in the arts. The 
gallery hours are 1-5 p.m. 
Tuesday through Sunday 
and closed Mondays. This 
one of the most anticipated 
exhibitions of the year.

The Blooming Prairie 
Knights of Columbus #4323 
will host a fish fry from 5-8 
p.m. on Friday, March 8 at 
the BP Servicemen’s Club.

The menu will include 
mouth-watering fish fillets, 
cheese bread, baked potato, 
dessert, vegetable, juice and 
coffee.

• Gail Arnfelt- given by B• 
Gail Arnfelt- given by Bob and 
Bev Seykora, Mary Schaible, 
David and Lynn Seykora, 
Bob and Dianne Sorenson, 
Richard and Jean Hanson, 
John and Judith McCathy, 
Jonathan and Peggy Hanson, 
Lowell and Betty Schultz, 
Patrick and Sandy Geraghty, 
Carol Winter, Dennis and 
Julie Von Ruden, Gregg 
Draeger, James and Joan 
Herzog, Harlan and Darlene 
Manke, John and LaVada 
Benz, Matt and Lisa Kottke, 
Monte and Bunnt Mitchell, 
Betsy Lindgren, Roger and 
Michelle Noble, Todd and 
Mary Hale, Bert and Pat 
Barrington, Doug Meier, Faye 
Kottke, Brooktree Townhouse 
Association, Corky and 
Julie Ebeling, David and 
Mary Johnston, Dorn and 
Darla Wondra, Doug and 
Connie Ruth, David Einhaus, 
Eric and Julie Rethemeier, 
Gerald and Carol Deetz, 
Jon Hilstad, Mark Walbran, 
Neil and Diane Falken, Paul 
Arnfelt, Lori Jandro, Robert 
and Marsha Heers, Ron and 
Kathryn Laumann, Scott 
and Gayle Kozelka, Scott and 
Shelly Golberg, Steve Grams, 
Al Struss, Walt and Gloria 
Borgstahl, Kathy Schleif, 
Alice Reseland, Brad and 
Martha Bloomenrader, Cory 
and Angela Michaelson, Dan 
and Jodi Sampson, David 
and Cathleen Effertz, David 
and Jean Einhaus, David 
and Nancy Olson, Dean and 
Joann Shankland, Dean and 
Kelly Velzke, Dennis and 
Jacqueline Meillier, Dennis 
Hursh, Jerry and Carol Zetah, 
Jay and Patricia Johnson, 
Jim and Karen Kilien, Joanne 
Lockner, Joyce Mattson, Judy 

Mackay, Karen Sarazine, Ken 
and Norma Wilcox, Kenneth 
and Cheryl Deason, Larry and 
Joan Pierce, Otto and JoAnne 
Havelka, Paul and Julie 
Peterson, Sally Alexander, 
Sharon West, Todd and 
Laura Resler, Ray and Helen 
Stawarz, Ann Kellogg, Chuck 
and Gwen Kienholz and 
Robert and Judy Brandenburg

• George Clauser- given by 
Ruth Boser

• George Froese- given by 
Jon and Millie Berglund

• GW Mauck & Harold 
Holm- given by Mike and 
Patricia Holm

• Gwen Fichten- given 
by Nancy Fichten Rucks, 
Nancy Thomas, Alice Wiese, 
Kathleen Tilotson, Ken and 
Norma Wilcox, Ruth Boser, 
Sharon West, Betsy Lindgren 
and Sandra Anderson

• James Fox- given by Steve 
and Cheryl Erdman

• Jan Ebert- given by Paul 
and Ruth Thorager

• Jeff Kath- given by Kent 
and Elizabeth Kienholz and 
Roger Deml

• Jerry Monson- given by 
James and Joan Herzog, 
Mark Walbran, Lloyd Nelson, 
Jane Voxland, Jean Oberg, 
Tom and Sue Peterson, 
Bob and Kathy McBride, 
Bob and Dianne Sorenson, 
Carol Diedrich, Charles 
and Audrey Marion, Dave 
and Trudy Severson, Dave 
and Vickie Skala, Gary and 
Diane Wilson, Gene and Rita 
Michaelson, Greg and Bonnie 
Krueger, Herman Clausen, 
Janet Iverson, Jon Hilstad, 
Ken and Norma Wilcox, Lisa 
Fillnow, Myron and Rita 
Eillingsen, Norma Beck, 

Phyllis Hegle, Priscilla Rietz, 
Ron and Lynn Anderson, 
Sherm and Sandy Fjalstad, 
Terri Effertz, Alice Wiese, 
Bill and Sbra Otteson, Carole 
Nilsson, Chad and Karen 
Lange, David and Jean 
Einhaud, Dean and Joann 
Shankland, Doug and Connie 
Ruth, Jerry and Carol Zetah, 
Jerry Wenger, Judy Srsen, 
Lonna Lysne, Mary Larson, 
Ray and Helen Stawarz, 
Rita Stilwell, Sharon West, 
Shirley Erickson, Steve and 
Sue Wendt, Todd and Laura 
Resler, Tom and Shelby Kuntz, 
Tom and Denise Dufresne, 
Virginia Anderson, Walt and 
Joan Spindler, Paul Arnfelt, 
Gene and Pam Monson, 
Ken and Darlene Pizel, Matt 
and Lisa Kottke, Virginia 
Thompson and Robert and 
Diane Jungbluth

• Jerry Waldrop- given by 
Karen Hines

• Jim Hines- given by Dean 
and Joann Shankland

• Jim Olander- given by 
Kent and Elizabeth Kienholz 
and Joyce Golberg

• Jim Schmidt- given by 
Kathy Schleif, Rosie Schuster, 
Caryl Campbell, Edward and 
Barbara Beaupre, Gerald 
and Judy Drevlow, Herman 
Clausen, Jan Schmidt, John 
Billingsley, Karen Sarazine, 
Lavern Soukup, Lloyd and 
Jackie Kaplan, Richard and 
Joan Vaith, Sharon West, 
Terry and Robin Lee Hansen, 
Al and Bernie Ideker, Alice 
Wiese, Bill and Sharon Oliver, 
Bruce Mikeworth, Darlene 
Kraay, Dave and Jean Krause, 
Dave and Mary Schenk, David 
and Joan Funk, David E. and 
Shirley Pfeifer, Dean and 
Joann Shankland, Harlan 

and Darlene Manke, Jerry 
and Mary Carstensen, Jim 
and Diane Mundt, Norma 
Beck, Ramona Ptacek, Todd 
and Laura Resler, Clay and 
Carolyn Epstein, Rachel 
Rabaey and Gregory Posch 
and Diane Nagel

• Jim Wagner- given by 
Betsy Lindgren, Chuck and 
Nancy Pence and Joyce 
Golberg

• John Fait- given by John 
and Janet Klecker

• John Kristofferson- given 
by Brad and Debbie Marshall

• Jon Peglow- given by Jim 
and Sharon Wiggins

• Jonathan Kaplan- given by 
John and LaVada Benz

• Joyce Matejcek- given 
by Harland and Ramona 
Strohschein

• Judd Alexander- given 
by Dennis and Jacqueline 
Meillier and Sally Alexander

• Karla Schwab- given by 
Matt and Lisa Kottke

• Ken Mracek- given by 
Gary and Diane Wilson

• Luverne Schlobohm- given 
by Alice Wiese, Dan Branstad 
and Dennis and Jazqueline 
Meillier

• Mary E. Kennedy- given 
by Larry and Kate Schroeder, 
Gary and Diane Wilson, Judy 
Meister, Chad and Karen 
Lange, Robert and Diane 
Jungbluth and Todd and 
Laura Resler

• Mary Spitzack- given by 
Mary J. and Judd P. Jacobson 
and Jay and Patricia Johnson

• Maylon Heinz- given by 
John and LaVada Benz

• Millie DeLaitsch- given by 
Dean and Joann Shankland

• Milt Ebeling- given by 

Corky and Julie Ebeling, 
Dennis and Julie Von Ruden 
and Matt and Lisa Kottke

• Nan Elsbecker- given by 
Ruth Boser

• Nan Herman- given by Ron 
and Marilyn Nelson, John 
T. Stevens, Ron Harten, and 
Joyce Golberg

• Norma Teeters- given 
by Faye Kottke and Ray and 
Helen Stawarz

• Paul Droher- given by 
John and LaVada Benz

• Richard Laakaniemi- 
given by Ken and Vickie 
Gleason and Roland and Ann 
Truelson

• Rick Kraus- given by John 
and LaVada Benz and James 
and Patricia Martineau

• Robert Dohrman- given by 
Craig E. and Julie Thompson

• Rod Block- given by Harold 
and Barb Kerkvliet

• Rod Kyllo- given by Chad 
and Karen Lange

• Rod Mauer- given by Sam 
Davidson

• Roger Soukup- given by 
Brad and Debbie Marshall

• Rollie Michaelson- given 
by Jerry and Jan Lewison and 
Kent and Elizabeth Kienholz

• Ronald Jensen- given by 
Karen Hines

• Scott Betlach- given by 
Sally Alexander

• Sharon Stark- given by 
Gene and Rita Michaelson, 
Ken and Norma Wilcox and 
Terry and Nancy Casperson

• Sharon Wall- given by 
Roland and Ann Truelson

• Shirely Deming- given by 
Steve and Cheryl Erdman

• Stan Trenda- given by 
Brad and Debbie Marshall 
and Robert and Diane 
Jungbluth

• Sue Anderson- given by 
John and LaVada Benz

• Sue Struthers- given by 
Lanny and Naomi Uber

• Vern McGregor- given by 
Mark and Cindy Blanchette

• Vern White- given by 
Patsy White

• Vernon Erickson- given by 
Faye Kottke, Matt and Lisa 
Kottke and Sue Erickson

• Vic Richardson- Gary and 
Diane Wilson

• Vida Fuller- given by John 
and LaVada Benz

• Wally Tripp- given by 
Sally Parrott

Wilbur-Ellis, Claremont, seeking  
Warehouse Rep., must be willing to lift up 
to 80 lbs. and operate heavy machinery, 
collaborative team, stable 100 year-old 

company, competitive hourly wage & benefits.  
Apply online at www.wilburellis.com

J&H LIQUOR

BUSINESS FOR SALE
Need a career change?
Be your own boss!
Great opportunity to own this hometown bar/off-sale.
Contact Harvey for details

WE CAN ACCOMMODATE 
YOUR BIRTHDAY, ANNIVERSARY, 

OR RETIREMENT PARTY

ALL EVENT DETAILS AVAILABLE AT J&H LIQUOR

340 E. Main St., Blooming Prairie • 583-7557

Bar Bingo Mondays  6:30 p.m. 
Bloomin’ Grapevine Wine Club Tuesdays 7-8:30 P.M. • Jan 29, Feb 26, 
March 19, April 16
Wine Tasting Gala  May 7 Season Finale 7-9 P.M.Benefits BP Youth Club
Customer Appreciation Day 33 Years in Business • April 6 
Cruise for Cancer Ride June 22
Street Dance “Red Dirt Road Band” July 3 
B.O.B. Ride “Toys for Tots” July 20 

MEMORIALS: Owatonna   FROM B4
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831 S. Oak Ave, Owatonna
Grocery: 507.451.1550 • Meat: 507.451.0071

w w w . f a r e w a y . c o m

OUTSTANDING ADULT VOLUNTEERS
Angela Dolan and Jeff Loveless

SUPER HERO AWARDS
Kelly Katzung and Travis Oltmans

2018 Steele County 4-H Award Winners
Saluting the hard work and energetic 4-H members and adult leaders who received 

special honors at the 19th annual awards recognition banquet last month.

This message sponsored by these supporters of Steele County 4-H:

JUNIOR FAIR BOARD MEMBERS
Front row (left to right)-- Lexie Ignaszewski, Arica Kath, Samantha Fredin and William 

Behne; back row – Alexis Steckelberg, Beth Ann Hanson, Courtney Kath, Nicole Behne and 
Anthony Manderfeld.

4-H GRADUATE
Jacob Katzung

FRIEND OF 4-H
Marilyn Larson

COUNTY 4-H AMBASSADORS
Charlie Underwood, Lexie Ignaszewski, William Behne, Nicole Behne, Leah 

Tucker and Charlie Tucker.

ADULT VOLUNTEERS HONORED
Front Row (left  to right) – Brad Keck, 5 years; Laurie Dahlin, 5 years; Julie Evers, 5 years; 
James Behne, 5 years; Eric Tucker, 5 years,; Jodi Keck, 20 years; back row-  Emil Miller, 5 

years; Travis Oltmans, 1 year; Patricia Keller, 5 years; Lori Springer, 20 years.

KOTTKE DAIRY 
ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

Anthony Manderfeld

www.scff.org

Building a

Cooperative
TOGETHER

STRONGER

Darrick Schewe
Owner - Darrick’s Auto

507-583-9994
Located in NAPA Auto Parts Building

507-446-8415
3127 S County Road 45  •  Owatonna

COMMERCIAL  •  RESIDENTIAL  •  INDUSTRIAL • AGRICULTURAL

POWER to YOUR 
home improvement DREAMS.
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Medford sends 
three to state meet
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Hometown Sports
GYMNASTICS

WRESTLING

STAFF PHOTO BY DENNIS MARSHALL 
NRHEG’s Quinten Arndt celebrates after earning a trip to the MSHSL state meet.

132 2nd Ave. NE Blooming Prairie

583-6613

Huskies earn bronze  
at state for third time

Pair of Panthers qualify for state meet

Westfield’s Krell wins section  
title, favorite at state meet

BY DENNIS MARSHALL
SPORTS EDITOR

The New Richland-
Hartland-Ellendale-Geneva 
wrestling team had a 
strong showing at this past 
weekend’s Section 2A in Blue 
Earth.

The Panthers came just 
shorter of any individual 
championships but they did 
have 11 individuals with 
podium finishes.

“Honestly, this was one 
of the best tournaments 
we’ve had throughout the 
season or at the section 
tournament.,” NRHEG head 
coach Shawn Larson said. “I 
can’t remember the last time 
we placed 11 individuals. This 
was a really good tournament 

for us.”
Tyler Jacobson (25-12) and 

Quinten Arndt (29-9) were the 
team’s top performers. Each 
earned a trip the MSHSL 
State Meet at Xcel Energy 
Center by finishing second in 
their respective weight class.

Jacobson came just short 
in the championship match 
at the 170-pound weight class, 
falling to Westifeld’s Colton 
Krell (34-3).

“Krell is tough kid and I 
didn’t do the things that I 
needed to do,” Jacobson said. 
“I got to find a way to get in 
there with him. I feel like I 
can roll with, but I just have 
to be a little smarter out on 
the mat.”

Krell is ranked No. 1 at 170 
in Class A and is the favorite 

to win a state championship.
“He’s fast,” Jacobson said. 

“He’s really fast and relentless 
on his feet. He is a tough guy 
to wrestle and one of the top 
guys in the state.”

Jacobson did defeated the 
tournament’s No. 2 seed in the 
semifinals with a 12-3 major 
decision.

“He has dealt with injuries 
and adversity and being 
senior, all of that stuff had 
him in the right mindset,” 
Larson said. “It was just a 
testament to what kind of kid 
he is.”

Arndt, a heavyweight, also 
lost in the championship 
match, but he pinned 
LeSeuer-Henderson’s Jacob 

BY DENNIS MARSHALL
SPORTS EDITOR

The Westfield Razorback 
wrestling team had two 
individuals qualify for the 
MSHSL State Meet and four 
others finish on the podium 
at this past weekend’s Section 
2A tournament at Blue Earth 
High School.

Colton Krell (34-3) was 
the team only individual 
champion. He won the 
170-pound weight class 
with three dominate 
performances. 

Westfield co-head coach 
Shane Masching said two 
words come to mind when he 
thinks of Krell.

“Leader and domination,” 
he said. “He’s ranked No. 1 at 
170 and he wrestled like it.”

Krell pinned NRHEG’s 
Tyler Jacobson (25-12) in the 
championship match.

“I’m feeling pretty good,” 
Krell said. “I wrestled pretty 
good. I was feeling a little 
sluggish on the first day 
because I had to cut down 
to 172, but today I felt pretty 
good.”

Krell has been ranked No. 
1 in his weight class in Class 
A all season. He was second 
at the state meet in 2018 and 
fourth in 2017. He will enter 
the state tournament as a 
favorite to win a title.

“I just have to take it one 
match at a time and wrestle 
my best each time around,” 
Krell said. “I’ll take one rest 
day and then I will get right 
back into it. Go home, eat and 
sleep. That’s my thing and I 
love it. Then the next day get 

right back to wrestling.”
The Razorbacks’ Dylan 

Nirk also qualified for the 
state meet. Nirk lost the 
championship match at 
220, but pinned Medford’s 
Brennon Hoffman (19-15) in 
the true second-place match.

“It wasn’t the way I wanted 
it to go today, but I’m moving 
on so I’ll take it,” Nirk said. 
“I’m happy about returning to 
the state meet.”

Nirk said he enters the state 
tournament more conditioned 
and experienced than he was 

a year ago.
“I just need to push the 

pace,” he said. “Getting ahead 
and staying ahead the entire 
time. That’s what my coach 
preaches and that’s what I 
tried to do there.”

Westfield’s other podium 
finishers were Lane Lembke 
(fourth) at 113, Keegan 
Bronson (fourth) at 120, Tyler 
Archer (sixth) at 145 and 
Dylan Ehmke (fourth) at 182.

“The team wrestled well,” 

BY DENNIS MARSHALL
SPORTS EDITOR

The Owatonna Huskies 
gymnastics team finished 
third at the MSHSL State 
Meet in the Maturi Pavilion at 
the University of Minnesota 
on Friday.

“It was an awesome state 
meet,” Owatonna head coach 
Tom Smith said. 

“The girls did great and if 
we would hit a little better, 
could have won the meet. It 
was team that never gave. 
I was very impressed with 
the girls. The young Morgan 
Martinez and Cheyenne 
Petersen had huge successes 
which will them in the future  
It was our highest score of 

the season and as I said could 
have won.”

Lakeville North won the 
meet with a score of 149.350, 
while Owatonna finished 
with 147.575. It was the 
Huskies third straight year 
finishing third at the state 
meet.”

Owatonna’s Lindsay Bangs 
and Allison An also competed 
at the individual state meet on 
Saturday.

“Lindsay and Ali had great 
meets,” Smith said “Both 
team and individuals.” 

Bangs earned bronze in the 
All-Around competition She 
was also fourth on uneven 
bars and second on the 
balance beam.

An placed sixth on the 

balance beam. 
“I have been blessed to be 

able to have the opportunity 
to even go to state once, but 
going now for the fourth time 
in a row for gymnastics is 
an amazing experience, and 
it’s awesome to see how all of 
the hard work I’ve put in off 
season and season have paid 
off,” An said. 

“I was proud of the team 
and how far we’ve come this 
season, and even though I 
knew we could have scored 
better on some events we still 
did awesome and third in the 
state is still impressive.”

The Huskies lose three 
seniors but Smith believe they 
“definitely” be back to the 
state meet.

WRESTLING

Tigers claim 2 section titles

BY DENNIS MARSHALL
SPORTS EDITOR

Medford wrestlers Charley 
Elwood and Willie VonRuden 
are each returning to the 
MSHSL State Meet after 
winning Section 2A titles in 
dominate fashion this past 
weekend at Blue Earth High 
School. 

The Tigers’ Alex Helgeson 
also qualified for the state 
meet and the team had eight 
other individuals finish on 
the podium.

“We brought ten kids here 
and eight of them ended up on 
the podium,” Medford head 
coach Dennis Whitman said. 
“It was pretty good weekend. 
We dropped some matches 
from time to time, but 
everybody does. Everybody 
has those matches they wish 
they could wrestle again, 
but overall, our kids really 
showed up.”

Elwood (31-2) dropped down 
to the 113-pound weight class 
after wrestling and being 
ranked No.1 in 

Class A at 120 for much of 
the season.

“I think that affected him a 
little bit,” Whitman said. “But 
he’s been through the wars a 
million time. The weight cut 
wasn’t very fun for him this 
week, but you knew he was 
going to show up and do his 
job.”

Elwood defeated his first 
two opponents by technical 
fall and then won by a 8-0 
mayor decision over Maple 
River’s Boden Simon in the 
championship match.

“I didn’t feel my greatest, 
but otherwise I felt like I 
controlled the match pretty 

well,” Elwood said. “It’s all 
about winning, so I got the job 
done and feels good.

Elwood will enter the state 
tournament as the favorite 
after finishing second in 2018.

“It’s state so the competition 
is going to be good,” he said. 
“But I believe in myself that 
I’m going to win. I just have to 
never give up and wrestling 
through every position. If I 
wrestle my hardest, I think I 
will be fine.”

VonRuden pinned his 
first opponent in one minute 
and 35 seconds, won by a 
10-1 mayor decision over the 
second and defeated Kenyon-
Wanamingo’s Nathan Bauer 
by another major decision in 
the championship match at 
145 by the score of 16-3.

VonRuden said he was 
feeling better after the match, 
but he had been battling an 
illness for most of the week 
leading up to the tournament.

“All that matters now is 

winning my next match,” 
he said. “It’s state, so you’re 
going up against the 16 best 
guys in the state. I’m going 
to take it one match at time. 
I’m not looking ahead to 
semifinals or anything like 
that. I’m focused on my first 
round match.”

VonRuden has been ranked 
in the top three in Class A 
at 138 all season and will 
also he one of the favorites 
to challenge Caledonia-
Houston’s Kyle Cavanuagh, 
who jumped up to 145 after 
winning the state title at 138 
this past season.

“Anything can happen at 
state,” VonRuden said. “My 
goal is to win it, but it’s going 
to be hard.”

VonRuden finished third 
at last year’s state meet while 
wrestling at 138.

“Right now, Willie is just 
heads and shoulder everyone 

PHOTO COURTESY OF OHS HEAD COACH TOM SMITH 
The Owatonna Gymnastics team stands for a photo after placing third at the MSHSL State Meet on 
Friday.

SEE NRHEG, C2 SEE WESTFIELD, C2

SEE MEDFORD, C3

STAFF PHOTO BY DENNIS MARSHALL 
Medford’s Willie VonRuden competes during the championship 
match of the 145-pound weight class at the Section 2A tournament.

STAFF PHOTO BY DENNIS MARSHALL 
Colton Krell’s hand is raise in victory after claiming the Section 2A 
championship at Blue Earth on Saturday.



WRESTLING THIS IS MINNESOTA. 
DEAL WITH IT

If anyone doubts 
that the weather 
has played a large 
role in the month of 
February, one just 
needs to take a peek 
out the window. We 
already have a record 
for most snow in the 
month, and now we 
just keep adding to the 
record. For purveyors 
of snow removal 
equipment and winter 
sports equipment, it 
is a godsend after a 
few years of meager sales. But 
for the rest of us, we have cried 
“uncle’ weeks ago.

When it comes to winter 
sports for our school teams, I 
give a lot of credit to the school 
administrations for getting 
as much of the schedules 
completed as they have. It has 
been somewhat of a nightmare 
to work in all the contests 
around the snow days and 
the many cancellations and 
postponements that the schools 
have had to navigate, and I 
commend them for the task 
completed

AND now that the month is 
over, we are hit with another 
deep cold spell, just when 
tournament time appears on the 
schedule. It seems that we are 
not going to get much of break 
from Mother Nature this year at 
all. Well, one thing is for sure. 
As they say, “This is Minnesota. 
Deal with it!” And we will. 

THE SPORTS WEEK
Despite all the weather 

problems, some athletic contests 
did go on, the most notable event 
the basketball girls’ squeaker 
of a win over Randolph in 
quarterfinal action of the sub-
section tournament. Some fns 
were surprs4d at the closeness 
of the score, but it really wasn’t 
that much of a shocker. Both 
teams came into the game with 
very similar records, and if it 
hadn’t been for the fact that two 
Rocket starters missed the game 
last week that contest probably 
have been much closer too.

The victory over Randolph 
earned the girls a shot against 
state ranked Grand Meadow 
tonight (Tuesday) in Rochester, 
quite a daunting task. But no 
matter what the outcome, I have 
to admit that I have been deeply 
impress4ed all season with the 
play of this team. They are a 
team with not one senior; yet 
they will end the season with a 
winning record. 

They have played all year 
with great enthusiasm and 
fortitude, and it is also obvious 
that the girls have listened to 
the caches and implemented 
that advice or teaching into 
their play.. They are certainly 
to be congratulated, and, baring 
injury or other calamity, the 
team should be even stronger 
and more successful next 
season. Well done, team.

The boys have stumbled a 
little the last part of the season, 

but will still go into 
the sub-section 
playoffs this week 
with a good season 
record and a chance 
to make some waves 
in the tournament. 
Seeding for that 
finds the Blossoms 
meeting Goodhue 
at Blooming this 
coming Thursday, 
Feb. 2.

Should they get 
by the Wildcats 

(they defeated them earlier in 
the season), the team would 
likely have to face higher 
seed Hayfield, to whom they 
lost earlier. That would be 
interesting.

ACHIEVEMENTS NOTED
The wrestling team completed 

its season, but to individuals 
will continue their season. Both 
Colton Krell and Dylan Nirk 
earned a spot in the playoffs 
from their success at the section 
individual tournament at Blue 
Earth Area last Saturday. I don’t 
have their dual records with 
me, but I know that both of them 
now have wins approaching 
or in the twenties. I think they 
will do well, and we wish them 
the very best of luck in their 
competition. That tournament is 
this week in St. Paul.

OUT AND ABOUT
For a change there are not 

many community evens on the 
immediate schedule. Maybe 
residents need some time to 
deal with all of the weather 
hardships before plunging into 
special occasions or activities. 
Chamber of Commerce 
membership drive is now 
complete, and I hope that it 
has been a rousing success. 
My memberships for a new 
season of touring Broadway 
plays began last month, and last 
Saturday we saw “Falsettos” at 
the Ordway. The plot of the play, 
I thought, was a little weak, but 
the music and characters were 
some of the strongest hat I have 
seen for a long time. Most of 
these touring productions stay 
only a week in any one location, 
but they are usually of pretty 
high quality.

 I can boast again this year 
that I am one of the few people 
who has not seen any of the 
nominated films for an Oscar, 
but I still enjoy watching this 
program. I did that again this 
year.

I understand that Jay 
Christianson, actor and 
BPHS graduate, impressed 
everyone who attended his little 
presentation last Thursday. 
He has made quite a name for 
himself, to be sure, and it was 
gracious of him to return to 
Blooming for the presentation.

Weather the weather, preserve 
the environment root for the 
Blossoms, and we’ll talk again.

Outside 
the Lines 

LEMAR NELSON

NRHEG: ‘We showed the best side of NRHEG wrestling”   FROM C1

WESTFIELD: 4 on podium, 2 going to state   FROM C1
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STAFF PHOTO BY DENNIS MARSHALL 
Westfield’s Dylan Ehmke takes down an opponent during the Section 2A tournament.

STAFF PHOTO BY DENNIS MARSHALL 
NRHEG’s Tyler Jacobson takes on Westfield’s Colton Krell in the 
championship match in the 170-pound weight class at the Section 2A 
tournament.

BLOOMING PRAIRIE 
BUS COMPANY

3 rd Annual
Minnesota School Bus Driver 

Appreciation Day
February 27

Mo ing Kids Fo wa d

Celebrating o r Humble He oes

Wrestling, a Petsinger family tradition
BY DENNIS MARSHALL

SPORTS EDITOR

Nikolas and Annabelle 
Petsinger bring a unique 
relationship to the New 
Richland-Hartland-
Ellendale-Geneva wrestling 
team.

Sure, they may grow tired 
of each others company just 
like any other brother and 
sister, but the siblings agree 
their favorite part about the 
sport they love: The Fight.

“It’s really nice having my 
older brother on the team,” 
Annabelle said. “We both 
like competing. Wrestling is 
great because even if you’re 
not the most naturally 
talent, if you work towards 
getting better than you will 
excel.”

The siblings did that at 
this past weekend’s Section 
2A tournament in Blue 
Earth. Annabelle, a seventh-
grader, finished fifth at the 
106-pound weight class, 
while Nikolas, a freshman, 
finished finished fifth at 113.

“In this sport, you’re 
going to get out what you 
put in,” Nikolas said. “It all 
comes down to far you really 
want to go with.”

Nikolas said it was cool to 
see his younger sister excel 
at a young age.

“I had a rough time when I 
was younger,” he said. “I just 
try to help her out the most 
I could, so she could have a 
better start than I did. It’s 
nice when I see her beat 
someone I have wrestled 
or that I know because it 
just hits home. It’s like, 
wow that’s my little sister 
out doing this. It’s nice to 
knowing she’s able to do it.”

Nikolas said it can get a 
little crazy in their home, 
but his parents pretty 

understanding.
“We have had some 

throwing contests in the 
different rooms of the house 
where we probably shouldn’t 
have,” he said. “We try not 
to let it happen too much, but 
from time to time it does.”

Nikolas and Annabelle 
both started wrestling at 
young age.

“There is kind of a 
tradition of wrestling 
in our family where you 
are expected to wrestle,” 
Nikolas said. “Our uncle 
Matt is probably the name 
people remember most.

Matt Petsinger wrestled 
twice at for NRHEG in the 
mid-1990s and was a Junior 
National Greco-Roman 
runner-up. He went on to 
wrestle at Minnesota State 
where he won the NCAA 
Division II title at 157 as 
a senior in 2001. He’s also 
one of only eight MSU 
wrestlers in the history of 
the program to be a four-
time All-American and 
is a member of the NCAA 
Division II Wrestling 
Coaches Association Hall of 
Fame.

Annabelle said she can’t 
even remember when she 
started because she was so 
young at the time.

“My grandma started 
me as soon as I was out of 
diapers,” she said. 

Annabelle said doesn’t 
effect her when opponents 
are sometimes reluctant to 
wrestle a girl.

“I just try not to make a 
big deal out of it because if I 
would have lost, I probably 
would have been upset too,” 
she said. 

NRHEG head coach 
Shawn Larson said the 
Petsinger’s dedication is 
what impresses him the 

most. 
“They are there for 

everything, every morning 
and afternoon,” he said. 
“They are two of the most 
dedicated kids I have ever 
had and I think that maybe, 

their sibling rivalry brings 
that out in them.”

Annabelle is the first girl 
to wrestle for the Panthers 
at a section meet according 
to Larson.

STAFF PHOTO BY DENNIS MARSHALL 
Nikolas and Annabelle Petsinger stand for photo after each 
claimed fifth-place in the respective weight class at the Section 
2A tournament at Blue Earth High School on Saturday. 

Wacker (25-13) in the true 
second-place match to also 
earned a trip to the state meet.

“He had to wrestle tough to 
do it,” Larson said. “I’m really 
proud of him.”

It is Jacobson’s second trip 
the state meet and Ardnt’s first.

“I have no idea what to 
expect,” Arndt said. “I’m just 
excited to go and see what I can 
do.”

NRHEG’s other podium 
finishers were Annabelle 
Petsinger (fifth) at 106, Nikolas 
Petsinger (fifth) at 113, Clay 
Stenzel (fifth) at 120, Andrew 
Reich (fifth) at 132,  Thor Routh 
(fifth) at 145, Agro Gushwa 
(fourth) at 152, Ralph Roesler 
(third) at 160, Conner Okland 
(sixth) at 182 and Makota 
Misgen (sixth) at 220.

“After this tournament, I 
could not be any prouder of 
this team,” Larson said. “We 
wrestled as good as we could 
have and showed the best 
side of NRHEG Wrestling. 
Throughout this tournament 
we were winning matches 
that we had lost earlier in the 
season, and we were winning 
matches that we would have 
lost in the past. For a team 
that only has two seniors, we 
demonstrated an older level of 
composure. It was really fun 

Masching said. “We had some young kids who 
had a very positive learning experience. It was 
good year for these kids. I’m proud of them and 

I’m excited to get back at it.
“It was great for us building forward.”

to see what we were able to do 
this weekend. 

“I couldn’t be happier for our 
seniors Tyler Jacobson and 
Quinten Arndt,” he continued. 
“These two deserve to have 
the opportunity to compete at 

the state tournament. Both of 
these guys work very hard for 
what they have, and they have 
earned this opportunity. I am 
looking forward to see what 
these two guys can do with the 
opportunity they have.”



MEDFORD: Helgeson wins true 2nd match   FROM C1
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Panther girls split pair

BP junior high roundup

BY LEMAR NELSON
STAFF WRITER

The New Richland-Hartland-Ellendale-
Geneva girls’ basketball team lost its last 
regular season contest to Lake Crystal-
Wellcome Memorial on its home court 65-53 
on Thursday, Feb. 21, in a disappointing 
second half letdown. 

The team record fell to 9-17 with the loss.
The Panthers got up early in the first half, 

leading by about 15 points at one time on fine 
defense and pinpoint shooting. However, 
the visitors cut the margin to eight points at 
the half 39-31, and the Knights then took the 
game over in the second half.

A full-court press got the winners started, 
and a couple of defensive switches made the 
gong difficult for the home team. LCWM also 
shot the ball extremely well in that second 
half to turn the game in their favor. The 
visitors dominated the play throughout the 
second half.

Sidney Schultz and Sophie Stork scored 
17 and 16 points for the Panthers, Darian 
Pearson pulled down 16 rebounds, and 
Caitlin Goette contributed 13 boards. Schultz 
and Stork also combed the boards for nine 
and seven rebounds. 

NRHEG meets No. 1 seed Medford on 
Tuesday in sub-section action.

BLUE EARTH AREA WINS
Blue Earth Area took a 27-20 lead into the 

locker-room at the half, and the Buccaneers 
were able to maintain the edge in a 64-57 
victory over the NRHEG girls on Tuesday, 
Feb. 19. 

A two-minute stretch in the second half put 
the Panthers in a bit of a hole and had them 

scrambling to catch up, which they could 
never quite do. Otherwise, the game played 
out in a competitive manner for both teams.

“We actually played a good game tonight 
against quality opponent,” NRHEG head 
coach Onika Peterson said. “The girls 
competed the whole game, played tough 
at both ends of the floor, and attacked the 
basket. A wide edge in free throw shooting 
hurt us, as BEA made 31-of-38 attempts from 
the line. The Bucs’ Caitlin Roman earned her 
2,000 career point in the game.

Stork went off for 27 points to lead 
the NRHEG offense. Alexis Anderson 
contributed 15 points, and Schultz handed out 
8 assists and had 4 steals in the contest.

NRHEG OVERTIME WINNER
A great second half comeback and 16 

points in overtime earned the NRHEG girls a 
thrilling 67-65 win over United South Central 
Monday, Feb.18, at wells. The Rebels scored 14 
points of their own inn the extra session but 
the two-point advantage handed the Panthers 
victory.

NRHEG trailed by six points at the 
half, but the point barrage in the second 
half completed a well-earned comeback. 
Anderson, Stork, and Darian Pearson led the 
offense in the second half.

“This was certainly not our best game,” 
Peterson said. “But the girls never gave up 
in this one and battled back to get the win. I 
hope we can play a little better in our last two 
games.”

Anderson had 17 points, and Stork 12 points 
to lead the offense. Pearson added 11 points 
and pulled down 14 rebounds in the contest, 
and Caitlin Goette chipped in nine points and 
seven rebounds.

BY LEMAR NELSON
STAFF WRITER

The season ended for 
both the junior high boys 
and the junior high girls 
last week, after both teams 
played doubleheaders. 
The eighth grade played a 
second doubleheader against 
Bethlehem academy

 Coach Tyler Krekling’s 
seventh grade boys defeated 
Medford 42-10 on Monday, 
Feb.18, at Medford. Gabe 
Hein counted 12 points to 
lead the scoring, but eight 
of the nine players on the 
team scored points for the 

Blossoms. 
As Coach Krekling 

commented, “It was great to 
be able to spread the scoring 
around and to see everyone 
have success in the game.” 

The eighth grade split a 
pair of games too. Medford 
defeated the Blossoms 51-32, 
with Gabe Hein scoring 11 
points. 

A week ago B.A, beat the 
locals 37-29. Gabe Hein had 
12 points in this game also, 
and Zach Hein had 11. from 
the free throw line, and 
Kedkling acknowledged 
much improvement in the 
team’s play. The team earlier 

edged Bethlehem Academy 
33-31. 

Sam Smith had a game-
high 14 points to lead the 
offense, and it was good to 
see the season end with a 
win.

The seventh grade girls 
pulled put a 32-18 win at 
Medford for Coach Brittany 
Hoban, but lost to B. A. 34-12. 
Addison Doocy had 10 points 
in the win. 

The seventh grade boys 
ended the season 5-10., and 
the eighth grade finished 
2-13. 7th grade girls compiled 
a 6-10 season record, while 
the eighth grade went 3-11. 

Pack of Huskies qualify 
for the state tournament

BY DENNIS MARSHALL
SPORTS EDITOR

The Owatonna wrestling 
team placed nine of its 11 
participants and had four 
state qualifies at this past 
weekend’s Section 1AAA 
tournament in Rochester at 
the Mayo Civic Center.

Nick Staska (29-11) won 
by 5-2 decision over Albert 
Lea Area’s Brady Nielsen 
to earn the Huskies only 
individual championship at 
the 220-pound weight class. 

The senior will return to 
the state meet for the second 
year.

“It’s great for Nick to have 
this section title under his 
belt,” Owatonna head coach 
Adam Woitalla said.  “It’s 
something that I know he 
will look back on and be 
proud of. Nick’s mindset 
going into the season was 
that he was really worked 
hard through whatever 
adversity he faced. He 
overcame it and we it this 
weekend when he was able 
to pick a great tournament 
together.”

Owatonna’s other state 
qualifiers were Kanin Hable, 
Landen Johnson and Cade 
King.

Hable (23-12) lost to Albert 
Lea Area’s Nic Cantu (37-9) 
in the championship match 
at 120 and finished second, 
but he defeated Northfield’s 
Sam Holman (23-16) in the 
semifinals just a week after 
losing to Holman in the team 
competition. 

“This time around he kept 
his pace going and that was 
the big key to him winning 
the match; wrestling the full 
six minutes,” Woitalla said.

Holman went on to win 
the third place match so no 
true second-place match was 
required.

Landen Johnson (39-8) 
returns to state tournament 
after finishing second at 138. 

Johnson qualified for the 
state tournament wrestling 
at 106 when he was in 
seventh grade.

“He’s just been a really 
solid kid for us,” Woitalla 
said. “He already has more 
than 100 wins and he’s just 
freshman.”

Cade King (40-4) finished 
second to Albert Lea Area’s 
Zach Glazier (43-0) at 182 in 
the battle of defending state 
champions.

King won the 182 crown in 
2018, while Grazier claimed 
the title at 170. 

King and Grazier had 
developed quite a rivalry, 
with Grazier now owning 
a 4-0 record over King this 
season.

“It been a real tough 
battle,” Woitalla said. “Cade 
is working hard trying to 
figure it out and hopefully we 
get one more shot at it in the 
state finals.”

Grazier is the No. 1 seed 
and King is the No. 2 seed in 
the Class 3A bracket, so they 
would not meet again until 
Saturday’s championship 
match.

Woitalla said the Huskies 
will focus more on the 
mental side of wrestling 
during the next couple of 
days.

“All four of these guys 
who qualified are highly 

motivated individuals with 
big goals,” he said. “These 
next four days are all about 
refining some of their skills 
and not changing a whole lot. 
So that we’re healthy, feeling 
good and we’re ready to get 
after if when we enter the 
tournament on Friday.”

Owatonna’s Kaden Nelson 
barely missed qualifying for 
the state meet when he lost 
a heartbreaking overtime 
match in the true second-
place match at 145.

“He has had an 
unbelievable season beating 
some very high-quality guys 
and also being a great team 
leader for us,” Woitalla said. 
“We’re excited that he still 
has two years left, but we’re 
also feeling for him right 
now because his ultimate 
goal was to make the state 
tournament and be a state 
champion and fell just a little 
bit short of that.”

Other Huskies that placed 
were Cael Robb (third) at 106, 
Ashton Mach (fifth) at 113, 
Jacob Reinardy (fifth) at 132 
and Matt Seykora (fourth) at 
160.

Staska claims 
section gold

“All four of these 
guys who qualified 

are highly motivated 
individuals with big 
goals. These next 
four days are all 

about refining some 
of their skills and not 

changing a whole 
lot.”

Owatonna coach  
Adam Woitalla

Cardinals drop Panthers
BY LEMAR NELSON

STAFF WRITER

After a thrilling overtime 
victory the night before, The 
New Richland-Hartland-
Ellendale-Geneva boys 
basketball team could not 
solve Blue Earth Area’s 
defense and fell to the 
Buccaneers 42-36 on Tuesday, 
Feb. 19.

The Panthers led 19-12 at 
the break, but could score just 
17 second half points in taking 
the loss.

A good defense for the 
Panthers kept the game close, 
and Blake Ihrke’s trey early in 
the second half gave NRHEG 
a ten-point margin. A problem 
that has plagued the Panthers 
all season cropped up then, as 
turnovers allowed BEA back 
into the game and eventually 

into the lead. The losers just 
couldn’t scramble back.

“A good first half didn’t help 
us enough as our year-long 
problem of turnovers came 
back to send us into a loss,” 
NRHEG head coach Isaiah 
Lundberg said. “Defense held 
up, but rebounds in the last 
minutes of the game really 
hurt us, too.”

Brady Agrimson had 
11 points to lead the local 
scoring, but Jacob Schuller 
and Lonnie Wilson both 
chipped in 10 points. Caeden 
Sanders led all scorers in 
the game with 17 points. The 
Panther record dropped to 
9-14 for the season.

PANTHERS WIN IN OVERTIME
NRHEG recorded probably 

the biggest win of the season 
when the team edged Maple 
River 74-71 in overtime on 

Monday Feb. 18. 
The Eagles took the early 

lead, but NRHEG slowly 
fought back to take a lead 
of their own. Until the tie at 
the end of regulation, The 
Panthers played much better 
overall the second half, and 
a missed three-pointer sent 
the game to the extra period. 
Made free throws gave the 
Panthers the lead in overtime, 
and the defense kept Maple 
River off the scoreboard.

”I really liked the way 
we played the second half,” 
Lundberg said. “It was 
just like a playoff game for 
intensity, and the atmosphere 
was high for everyone. It was 
just a great game.”

Schuller poured in 34 points 
to lead all scorers in the game. 
Agrimson added 17 points, 
and Ihrke chipped in 10.

else,” Whitman said. “Him 
and Charley have legitimate 
shots at winning state titles. 
It just seems like Willie beats 
everyone to punch with his 
speed and footwork. When he 
stays focused and is moving 
his feet, there are not a lot 
of people that can hang with 
him.”

Helgeson lost the 
championship match at 106, 
but won the true second-place 
match by technical fall.

“I’m wrestling the best I 
have this year and I think 
I’m going to do well at state,” 
Helgeson said. “My family is 
pretty proud and I’m happy. 
I’m excited to go there with 

my teammates, have some 
fun and just enjoy it. It’s 
just amazing  I learn a lot 
from watching [Elwood and 
VonRuden] wrestle and they 
teach me so much in practice. 
It’s a lot of fun having them 
around.”

Whitman said Medford’s 
entire team wrestled well at 
the tournament.

“Our kids were intense 
and into it,” he said. “They 
got after it and I thought 
we wrestled up to our 
capabilities. It looked like we 
are peaking at the right time.

“They showed a lot of grit 
and mental toughness to 
just focus on what they was 

suppose to do and taking care 
of business.”

The Tigers other podium 
finishers were Garron 
Hoffman (fifth) at 126, Tate 
Hermes (fourth) at 132, Dylan 
Heiderscheidt (fifth) at 138, 
George McCarthy (fifth) at 
152, Brennon Hoffman (third) 
at 220 and Gavin Hermes 
(fifth) at 285.

“Our two big kids wrestled 
especially  well for us,” 
Whitman said. “They both 
just been growing leaps and 
bounds throughout the course 
of the season. It was nice to 
see them go out on a positive 
note.”

STAFF PHOTO BY DENNIS MARSHALL 
Medford’s Alex Helgeson tries to pin an opponent in the true second-place match of the Section 2A 
tournament.
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BASKETBALL

PHOTO COURTESY OF PAM AGRIMSON 
NRHEG senior basketball players and cheerleaders stand for a 
photo with parents on Senior Night.

Medford High Honor Roll

Honor Roll

Grade 7  
Riley Babcock
Kelsie Casper
Ava Clark
Abigail Cloutier
Ava Cottrell
Avery Dressen
Dakoda DuChene
Broderick Goodnature
Omar Guerrero
Sadie Kern
Annette Kniefel
Emely Lazaro
Isabel Miller
Olivia Mullenberg
Liliana Murphy
Carolina Perez
Kynnedie Schauer
Raeanne Spitzack
Tessa Underdahl

Grade 8 
Andrea Bock
Samantha Buecksler
Rian Cloutier
Landon Driscoll
Abigail Fitzgerald
Dylan Heiderscheidt
Alex Helgeson
Tate Hermes
Josephine Homeier
Connor Jones
Grace Keller
Jack Meyer
Riley Norland
Payton Ristau
Tyler Steffen
Reagan Sutherland
Mackenzie Zacharias

Grade 9
Logan Buecksler
Isabel DeLeon

Henry Grayson
MacKenzie Kellen
Clara Kniefel
Samantha Miller
Julia Niles
Jack Paulson
Elizabeth Peterson
Nicole Schrot
Hannah Schull
Anna Sobrak
Erika Thurnau
Rosie Tobar
Ava Jae Westbrock
Jeancarlo Zuniga

Grade 10 
Jenna Berg
Kinsey  Cronin
Garrett Fitzgerald
Johanna Grant
Lizbeth Gutierrez
Madison Jaster
Angela Lippert

Brock Merritt
Mason Nagel
Brooke Purrier
Lily Roehrick
Isabella Steffen
Tyler Stursa
Alex Vandereide
Haley VonRuden
Hanna VonRuden
Miya Weber

Grade 11 
Conrad Blome
Sviatlana Danilyuk
Jordan  Edel
Taylor Fette
Zachary Finholdt
Veronica Gonzalez
Yazmin Gonzalez
Kaylin Hanson
Hailee Homeier
Emma  Kniefel
Morgan Langeslag

Kiley Nihart
Mackenzie Paulson
Brendan Rahn
Jordyn  Stadler
William VonRuden
Zachary Wetmore

Grade 12 
Mary Braasch-Turi
Jason Domstrand
Bailey DuChene
Meredith Gillis
Taylore Keppers
Rachael Luebbe
Anthony Manderfeld
Jade Pekarek
Sophie Proehl
Brandon Sisler
Brianna Sisler
Claire Stewart
Austin VonRuden
Kelsey Walock

Grade 7  
Maizee Alberts
Mia Amberg
Jacqueline Arriaga
Mya Borwege
London Caron
Jacquelyn Cole
Presley Condon
Natas Doyon
Tyler Ernste
Lily George
Hannah Hansen
Beau Lawson
Aiden Little
Luis Lopez
Rachel Miller
Addison O’Connor
Hunter Perdue
Mataya Roos
Ethan Solomon
Lauren Stinocher
Kourtney Stoneking
Montana Strommer

Grade 8 
Autumn Bender
Joshua Bluhm
Hanna Chadbourn

Casey Chambers
Kylie Dusek
Jacob Esch
Morgan Jones
Lydia Krenske
Beau LaCroix
Adalia List
Carter Luebbe
Jenesis McGuire
Kael Neumann
Cohen O’Connor
Hunter Peterson
Makinley Smith
Martina Smith
Paige Stadler
Cohen Stursa
Annabelle Troester
Josephine Witter

Grade 9 
Cole Anderson
Jacob Andrews
Carter Blome
Jordan Capello
Payton Caron
Reed Cumberland
Paige Davis
Jazmyne Duncan

Jacob Ernste
Cheyenne Fedder
Ryllei Federly
Nicole Harfmann
Johnathan Houston
Isabelle Huizel
Kimberly Jarvi
Nathan Johnson
Megan Klein
Jacob Kucera
Lynn Larson
Journey Palluck
Justin Ristau
Scott Scholljegerdes
Brielle Smith
Jayme Stransky
Malachi Sutcliffe
Amelia Thompson
Jared Zuniga

Grade 10 
Braden Barbeau
Brayden Beede
Emily Chadwick
Roberta Domstrand
Isaac Enzenauer
Jasive Guerrero
Gavin Hermes

Malia Kircher
Matthew Knutson
Blake Lawson
Ernesto Lazaro
Sierra Lustig
Alexander Oatway
Luz Peralta
Logan Schmit
Peyton Seiler
Gunner White
Halli Zumbrunnen

Grade 11 
Jade Arriaga
Cayden Benton
Wyatt Brewer
Natily Buck
William Chester
Emily Cloutier
Kylie Cumberland
Boden Devoe
River Disher
Jacey Dressen
Devon Federly
Shelby Ganske
Riley Hill
Shawn Johnson
Hannah Knutson

Sierra Larson
Kylie Mador
Kevin Robles
Elizabeth Ruiz Becerra
Makayla Smith
Carson Sobrack
Dylan Stenzel
Jeremiah Sutcliffe
Abigail Tellijohn
Lanaya Wacek

Grade 12 
Journey Anderst
Zackariah Andrews
Andria Archibald
Tanner Barbeau
Camisha Chavis
Isaiah Chavis
Warren Garza
Ryan Hermanstorfer
Brett Johnson
Cody Kosel
Bryce Lisowski
Sergio Palma
Noah Pirkl
Bailey Purrier
Madison Schletty

Bring this in for
your 
next 
meal!10% off

Limited one per meal. Not valid with alcohol or 
any other offers.

507 - 413 - 0819
160 26th Street NE • Owatonna
www.plazamorena.com
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BY LEMAR NELSON
STAFF WRITER

A couple of area boys’ 
basketball team saw late-
week action Friday, Feb. 22. 

United South Central 
outmuscled Blooming Prairie 
49-38 in a very physical 
contest, and New Richland-
Hartland-Ellendale-Geneva 
ran by Medford 74-49. 

BP fell to 17-6 overall and 
9-5 in conference play, while 
the Panthers improved to 19-
14 overall.

The Rebels took a 23-18 
lead over the Blossoms at the 
half, as the locals had great 
difficulty getting to the rim 
or the free throw line in the 
melee. 

It didn’t help that the 
shooting night for the 
Blossoms was one of the 
poorer efforts. USC played 
fast and confident, but the 
Blossoms, for whatever 
reason, lacked confidence 
and any aggressiveness in 
the action. Hopefully, it was a 
lesson well learned. 

Kaden Thomas and Gabe 
Hagen each had 11 points for 

the Blossoms, but AJ Koos 
and Sam Zebro led all scorers 
with 16 points each.

NRHEG EASY OVER MEDFORD
NRHEG head coach Isaiah 

Lundberg’s team had little 
trouble dispatching the 
Tigers, rolling to a 50-15 
halftime advantage and 
continuing that proficiency 
in the second half. 

Lonnie Wilson counted 
the first 10 points for the 
Panthers in the game, and the 
score would snowball from 
there.

Lundberg commented, 
“On offense we moved the 
ball well about as well as we 
had all season, and I thought 
we did a much better job 
of chasing down offensive 
rebounds. Defensively, we 
also played better than in 
recent games. It was a great 
night overall.”

Wilson led all scorers with 
23 points, Brady Agrimson 
counted 15, and Jacob 
Schuller chipped in 13. Ryan 
Hermanstorfer and Noah 
Pirkl each had nine points for 
Medford

Area boys’ teams see actionBP basketball teams win
BY LEMAR NELSON

STAFF WRITER

In another week disrupted 
by weather problems, both the 
Blooming Prairie basketball 
boys’ and girls’ teams won 
games early in the week. 

The girls doubled up United 
Central at Wells on Tuesday, 
Feb.19, after the boys had 
stymied Bethlehem Academy 
with a first half defense that 
led to an easy victory

The Blossom girls stepped 
up to an early start, and led 
the Rebels 33-16 at the half. 
Julia Worke led the way in 
this game with 16 first half 
points, including a pair of 
treys, and the second half was 
more of the same, with no 
letup from the girls. The lead 
grew so big that running time 
began, and all the girls got a 
lot of playing time.

Worke finished with a 
career high 21 points. Megan 
Oswald contributed 12 points, 
Maggie Bruns counted 10 

points and 5 assists, Bobbie 
Bruns had 9 points, 6 assists 

and 4 steals, and six other 
girls scored at least 2 points. 

Katie Dylla scored 12 points 
for USC. The team finished 
with a 12-9 record overall 
and a 7-7 mark in the tough 
conference.

BOYS CRUISE TO VICTORY
A stifling first half defense 

that held Bethlehem Academy 
to just 17 points triggered the 
easy win for the Blossoms. 
The boys also did a good job 
attacking a different defense 
offered up by the Cardinals. 
BP’s defense made B.A. work 
for every shot they took.

“This was another big win 
for us”, commented Coach 
Nate Piller. “ I thought the 
boys did an outstanding 
job against an unfamiliar 
defense, and they did a nice 
job taking what the defense 
would give them.’

Kaden Thomas led the BP 
scoring with 18 points, and 
Trent Swenson added 12, Zach 
Archer contributed 10 points, 
and Gabe Hagen chipped in 6. 
Jack Clark had 14 points for 
the losers.

STAFF PHOTO BY DENNIS MARSHALL 
BP’s Gabe Hagen scores over multiple defenders earlier this season 
at BPHS.

Blossom girls’ win squeaker
BY LEMAR NELSON

STAFF WRITER

The Awesome Blossoms 
girls’ basketball team 
escaped the first round of the 
sub-section playoffs with a 
nail-biting 37-35 victory over 
visiting Randolph Thursday, 
Feb. 21. 

The win moved BP into a 
semi-final contest at Mayo 
Civic Arena tonight (Tuesday) 
against state ranked Grand 
Meadow.

The win over Randolph 
witnessed a combination 
of good defense and poor 
shooting, as both teams had 
a turn with the lead in the 
game. The Blossoms jumped 
to an early advantage, but 
missed a chance for a bigger 
lead with some poorer than 
usual shooting. BP was up 
18-13 at the half, but the locals 
felt they had left a lot of points 
on the floor at the time.

The Rockets made a big 
run in the second half, credit 
mainly from two starters who 
had missed the first game 
against the Blossoms, but 
returned to play in this one. 
Randolph wrested the lead 
with about eleven minutes 
left and went up by 4 points, 
but the Blossoms fought back. 
Leaning on the defense for 
some big stops and making 
a few baskets off the Rocket 
defense, BP took back the 
lead.

Down the stretch, the 
winners kept the slim 
advantage with clutch free 
throw shooting. Bobbie Bruns 
made 4-o- 4 from the free 
throw line, Maggie Bruns 
made 2-of-2, and Megan 
Oswald sealed the win on a 
free throw. The team heaved 
a sigh of relief and celebrated 
the hard-fought victory.

“We won a close, difficult 
game tonight,” BP head coach 

John Bruns said. “We played 
them last week in a walkover, 
but two of their starters out 
for that game returned, and 
it made quite a difference. I 
thought both teams battled 
exceptionally hard in this 
game, and it could have gone 
ether way. I was very proud of 
how the girls stayed together, 
even when things weren’t 
gong great for them.”

Megan Oswald counted 
15 points for the Blossoms, 

and Bobbie Bruns and Julia 
Worke contributed 11 points 
and nine points, respectively. 

Only one other local scored 
in this game for the Blossoms. 
Megan Erickson scored 15, 
and Lindsay Grant chipped in 
12 for Randolph. 

Blooming Prairie improved 
to 13-9 overall for the season, 
while Randolph fell to 14-12. 
BP will play in the sub-section 
semi-finals for the fourth 
season in a row.

STAFF PHOTO BY DENNIS MARSHALL 
BP’s Bobbie Bruns drives past an opponent earlier this season.
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all the time. 

Let’s  get you movin’ !
Jennifer Walsh

507-438-6676
email: jenwalsh@kw.com

web: jenwalsh.kw.com

Licensed in Minnesota
Serving Serving Steele, Dodge, 
Mower and Freeborn counties, 
including Rochester, Byron, 
Kasson and Owatonna.

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
COUNTY OF STEELE

DISTRICT COURT
CIVIL DIVISION

THIRD JUDICIAL DIS-
TRICT

Case No.: 74-JV-19-57

Summons and Notice
Termination of Parental 

Rights Matter
 

In the Matter of the Wel-
fare of the Child(ren) of:

Ian Robert Meister (Father)
Parent

Katy Leigh George 

NOTICE TO: Katy Leigh 
George, above-named 
parent(s) or legal custo-
dian(s).

1. A Termination of Pa-
rental Rights Petition has 
been filed in the Office of 
the Clerk of Juvenile Court 
located at Steele County 
Court Administration 
111 E Main St, Owaton-
na, Minnesota, alleging 
that parental rights of the 
above-named parent(s) or 
legal custodian(s) to the 
child(ren) named in the peti-
tion should be permanently 
severed.

2. Notice is hereby given 
that the matter of said Ter-
mination of Parental Rights 
Petition will be called for 
hearing before the Juve-
nile Court located at 111 E 
Main St, Owatonna, Min-
nesota, on March 18, 2019 
at 8:30 AM or as soon after 
as the Matter can be heard.

3. YOU ARE ORDERED to 
appear before the Juvenile 
Court at the scheduled time 
and date.

4. You have a right to be 

952.934.1525 • 800.362.3515
ChanhassenDT.com  

Now Playing!

Jessica Fredrickson
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of your life!
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represented by counsel.

5. If you fail to appear at 
the hearing, the Court may 
still conduct the hearing 
and grant appropriate relief, 
including permanently sev-
ering the parental rights of 
the above-named parent(s) 
or legal custodian(s) and 
taking permanent custody 
of the child/ren named in 
the Petition.

WITNESS, the Honorable

Notice to Aurora 
Township Residents: 
The Annual Meeting 

and Election for 

Township Officers will be held Tuesday, March 12th, 2019 with 
the annual meeting starting at 4 pm and election polls open 
from 5 pm to 8 pm to elect the following positions: 

One (1) Supervisor - 3 year term 
One (1) Treasurer - 2 year term The annual meeting and elec-
tion will be held at the Aurora Town Hall, 7304 Austin 
Road, Claremont, MN 55925. The Board of Canvass will meet 
following the election. 

In case of inclement weather, the meeting and election will be 
held on Tuesday, March 19th, 2019. 
The Board of Audit for Aurora Township will be held at 6:30 
pm Monday, March 4th, 2019 at the Aurora Town Hall. The 
monthly Board Meeting will follow at 7 pm. Patrick Spindler, 

Chairman Alicyn Prestegard, Clerk
2/26
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                                     Week of February 24, 2019             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

KMS PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
has FT Industrial Technology
position available fall 2019. 
Apply: www.kms.k12.mn.us, 
attaching letter of interest, resume, tran-
scripts, copy of current Minnesota licen-
sure, three letters of recommendation.

KMS PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
has FT Physical Education 
position beginning fall 2019. 
Apply: www.kms.k12.mn.us, 
attaching letter of interest, resume, 
transcripts, current Minnesota licen-
sure, three letters of recommendation.

VAN DRIVERS WANTED 
No CDL required. Professional Trans-
portation Inc. (PTI) is hiring! Transport 
railroad crews. FT/PT. Company pro-
vided vehicle and fuel. Apply online 
www.jobspti.com; 800/471-2440, option 1

SPIRIT LAKE & WORTHINGTON 
dealers offered $10.00 for 
silver dollars. Kuehl’s in Fair-
mont paid $14.00. Compare prices 
before you sell, buy gold, silver, rare 
coins. Kuehl’s Coins 507/235-3886

MOTORCYCLES WANTED! 
Japanese bikes and British bikes. Street 
bikes and dirt bikes. NO Harleys, 
scooters, mopeds. Cash to you! Trail-
er pickup. Call today: 612/720-2142

GOT LAND? 
Our hunters will pay top $$$ to 
hunt your land. Call for a free info 
packet & quote. 866/309-1507
w w w . B a s e C a m p L e a s i n g . c o m 

SEED TREATMENT 
for soybean White Mold and SDS! Ask 
your seed dealer for Heads Up Seed Treat-
ment. Local data available. Cost effective. 
www.headsupST.com or 866/368-9306

MAKE $500 CASH DAILY 
Easy work excellent pay!! Amazing 
recorded message reveals details. Call any-
time for free video 218/743-6566 Ext. # 7

A PLACE FOR MOM 
The nation’s largest senior living 
referral service. Contact our trusted, 
local experts today! Our service is 
free, no obligation. Call 844/347-2104

START SAVING BIG 
ON MEDICATIONS 

Up To 90% Savings from 90DAYMEDS! 
Over 3,500 Medications avail-
able! Prescriptions req’d. Phar-
macy checker approved. Call today 
for Your free quote 844/209-2877

SAVE ON YOUR 
NEXT PRESCRIPTION 

World Health Link. Price match 
guarantee! Prescriptions required. 
CIPA certi ed. Over 1,500 medica-
tions available. Call today for a free 
price quote. 866/237-5131 Call now!

DONATE YOUR CAR 
truck or boat to Heritage For The 
Blind. Free 3-day vacation, tax 
deductible, free towing, all paper-
work taken care of 844/220-9501

DISH NETWORK 
$69.99 for 190 channels. Add high 
speed internet for only $14.95/month. 
Best technology. Best value. Smart HD 
DVR included. Free installation. Some 
restrictions apply. Call 855/562-4309

MISCELLANEOUSWANTED TO BUY

MISCELLANEOUS

EMPLOYMENT

SEED/FEED/GRAINS

HELP WANTED - DRIVERS

BUYING

FARM EQUIPMENT

Your ad here! 
Only $279 to reach a statewide audience of 
2.5 million readers!!!   1-800-279-2979

CLUES ACROSS
  1. __ fi (slang)
  4. Carolina Panthers’ Newton
  7. Documented organizational 
practice
 10. A way to change color
 11. Boxing legend
 12. Football coach Parseghian
 13. Rewards (archaic)
 15. Colbert’s network
 16. Palm trees
 19. Capital of N. Carolina
 21. LA ballplayers
 23. Does not sit
 24. A way to intensify
 25. Penny
 26. Elements’ basic unit
 27. Muscular weakness (pl.)
 30. Makes sense
 34. Helps little firms
 35. Go quickly
 36. Found at the end of books
 41. A way of carving
 45. The back of one’s neck
 46. Israeli dance
 47. They help golfers
 50. Western landmass
 54. Evokes
 55. A Big Easy hoopster
 56. Small valleys
 57. Water in the solid state
 59. Acquired brain injury behavior sci-
ence (abbr.)
 60. Don’t let this get too big
 61. Motor is one type
 62. Negative

 63. A hiding place
 64. Negative
 65. Excavated
 
 CLUES DOWN
  1. Upright stone
  2. Beat
  3. Intestines (informal)
  4. Distinguishing marks
  5. Clergical vestment

  6. Give cards incorrectly
  7. Underground construc-
tion worker
  8. Japanese art form
  9. Franz van __, German 
diplomat
 13. Wife
 14. Consume
 17. Curve
 18. Midway between south 
and southeast
 20. Unit of heredity
 22. Upon
 27. Pressure unit
 28. Australian TV station
 29. Cool!
 31. A person’s guardian 
spirit
 32. French river
 33. Body part
 37. Gratify
 38. Watertight chamber
 39. Dueling sword
 40. Term
 41. Having an attractive 
shape
 42. Togo capital

 43. Island nation
 44. Arctic deer with large antlers
 47. Dishonorable man
 48. Equal to 100 sq. meters
 49. Administered
 51. Cake topping
 52. Car for hire
 53. Autonomic nervous system
 58. Intelligence organization

Karen R. Duncan
February 15, 2019

Judge of District Court

BY:

Robin Hoesley
Court Administrator

2/19, 2/26, 3/5
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FARMLIVING
STEELE COUNTY

Farmers 
will likely deal 
with new insect 
pests this 2019 
growing season. 

Some of these 
insects, like 
Japanese beetle 
and Brown 
Marmorated 
stink bug, have 
been present in 
yards, gardens, 
and commercial 
horticulture 
for awhile, but are now 
being found in agricultural 
fields. Other insects, like 
soybean aphids, are familiar, 
but require strategic 
management in the face of 
insecticide resistance. When 
dealing with insects that 
can harm crops, it’s common 
to adapt a “must kill them 
all NOW,” mentality, but 
following the principles of 
integrated pest management, 
such as scouting, using 
thresholds, and choosing 
pesticides carefully, will help 
farmers make economically 
and environmentally sound 
decisions. 

Japanese beetle was found 
in Minnesota in 1968 and 
has been a pest in yards 
and gardens for the past 
several. Recently, Japanese 
beetles have been observed 
feeding on soybeans; they are 
generalist feeders which feed 
on over 300 plant species. The 
adult beetles feed between 
leaf veins causing defoliation 
in a lacey pattern, also 
known as skeletonizing. 
Heavy infestations of adults 
can cause significant 
defoliation which can lead 
to reduced soybean yield, 
though soybeans can tolerate 
a good deal of defoliation 
before yield is impacted. 

To determine if treatment 
is necessary, estimate 
defoliation from a minimum 
of 10 plants from throughout 
the field. Select a leaf from 
the top, middle, and bottom 
third of each plant and 
average percent defoliation 
for the field’s canopy. 
Treatment is recommended 
if adults are present and 
defoliation reaches 30 percent 
for vegetative plants (before 
flowering), or 20 percent for 
reproductive plants. 

The Brown Marmorated 
stink bug (BMSB) was 
discovered in MN in 2010 and 

has been an issue 
in fruit production 
for a few years. In 
soybean, BMSB 
pierces developing 
grain and pod with 
its mouthparts. 
They cause 
damage by sucking 
nutrients from the 
plant and possibly 
causing secondary 
infection from 
fungal pathogens. 
Feeding causes 

abortion, deformation, and 
discoloration of seed, which 
can affect yield and quality 
and can also cause delayed 
plant maturity (“stay-green 
syndrome”).

Because stink bugs are 
often more abundant on 
field edges, scouting should 
include locations throughout 
the field, including the 
interior. The thresholds for 
treatment are 10 bugs/25 
sweeps for soybean grown 
for grain. At this point, 
there have not been any 
fields found with stink bug 
densities near treatable 
levels in Minnesota. There 
are also predatory stink 
bugs which are beneficial for 
keeping other insect pests 
in check. Confirm stink bug 
species with an agricultural 
professional or your 
Extension Educator.

Along with these latest 
issues, there are some 
new challenges regarding 
a familiar insect as well. 
Soybean aphid has shown 
resistance to certain 
pyrethroid insecticides 
in Minnesota. To manage 
insecticide-resistant aphids, 
apply insecticides only when 
needed (scout and use the 
economic threshold of 250 
aphids/plant to determine 
when to apply insecticides), 
apply insecticides correctly 
with proper rates and good 
coverage, and check efficacy 
of insecticide three to five 
days after application. Also, 
if fields need to be re-treated, 
alternate insecticide groups, 
don’t follow up with another 
pyrethroid insecticide.

Claire LaCanne is the 
agricultural extension 
director for Steele and Rice 
counties. She writes for 
this newspaper regularly.

Crop insect 
updates for 

the upcoming 
growing season

On The Farm
CLAIRE LACANNE

A reminder from the Steele 
County Free Fair that May 
1 is the deadline to submit 
nominations for this year’s 
Steele County Livestock 
Hall of Fame. Nomination 
forms are available at the 
fair office and also on-line at 
SteeleCountyFreeFair@scff.
org.

There are two types of 
awards. The first type is the 
Hall of Fame membership. 
These nominees are judged 
on their impact or influence 
upon the livestock industry 
– county, state, and national, 
their leadership in the 
livestock industry, and other 

relevant contributions with 
county being a priority.

The other type of award 
is the Hall of Fame Service 
award. These nominees are 
to be individuals that grew 
up in Steele County and went 
on to do outstanding work in 
the livestock industry beyond 
the county and possibly the 
state. State and national 
contributions are the priority 
for this award.

Inductees into the 
Livestock Hall of Fame will 
be recognized on Tuesday 
afternoon, Aug. 13 at the 
livestock show arena.

Fair searching 
for Hall of Fame 

nominations

Grain farmers and agri-
business professionals 
are invited to attend a 
Marketing Plan workshop 
provided by the University 
of Minnesota Extension 
with sponsorship from 
Minnesota Corn Growers 
Association.  

Successfully marketing 
commodities in low price 
times is one of the top ways 
a producer can generate a 
higher margin. Determining 
when and how to marketing 
a crop is a challenge in 
today’s market with low 
corn and soybeans prices in 
2019.

Make plans to attend 
the local workshop, held 
in Owatonna, to help 

determine how to write 
a pre-harvest marketing 
plan along with a review of 
pricing tools. The workshop 
will be held March 6 from 9 
–11 a.m. at the Steele County 
Community Center, 1380 S. 
Elm St., Owatonna. 

Attendees will get the 
opportunity to execute a pre-
harvest plan in a simulation 
game. The workshop is 
conducted by Ed Usset, 
marketing specialist and 
David Bau and Nathan 
Hulinsky, Extension 
educators in Ag Business 
Management.

This event is free of cost 
and no pre-registration is 
required.

Workshop to focus on 
writing a pre-harvest 

marketing plan

University of Minnesota Extension 
and the Southern Minnesota Wine 
Grower Alliance are hosting a Vineyard 
and Winery Management Workshop at 
Chankaska Creek Ranch and Winery by 
Faribault on Saturday, March 23 from 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m. Participants can register 
at https://z.umn.edu/42tk.

At this hands-on event, grape growers 
will sharpen their skills and learn 
new techniques for managing cold 
hardy grapes and making high quality 
Minnesota wine. 

Participants will walk Chankaska’s 
beautiful vineyard and discuss tips 
for pruning grapevines that have been 

damaged by the polar vortex. They will 
then learn how to re-train grapevines to 
different trellis styles. 

Following the tour, participants will 
learn ways to optimize their vineyard’s 
pest management plan, by combining 
effectiveness and sustainability. The 
activity will focus on hot topic issues 
like bunch rot diseases and spotted 
wing drosophila.

The day will conclude with a tour of 
Chankaska’s innovative wine cellar, 
with Chankaska winemakers and UMN 
enology specialist Drew Horton.

Speakers include UMN Extension 
educators Annie Klodd and Natalie 

Hoidal, John and Jenny Thull of 
the UMN Horticultural Research 
Center, Chankaska vineyard manager 
Jamieson Lindquist, winemaker Mike 
Drash, and UMN enology specialist 
Drew Horton.

Pre-registration before March 22 is 
$30 for SMWGA members and $35 for 
non-members. Learn more about the 
workshop at: https://z.umn.edu/42u1 
and register at https://z.umn.edu/42tk. 

For more information, contact 
Lisa Smiley, Director of the Southern 
Minnesota Wine Grower Alliance, at 
winegroweralliance@gmail.com or 651-
492-5393.

Calling all grape growers or wine makers

DODGE COUNTY

Get it all in one place 
no matter what format 

you prefer!

www.steeledodgenews.com

Blizzard shuts down SE MN
A blizzard shut down southeastern Minnesota this past weekend, leaving 
many challenges for people to clear away snow. Bottom right: A major 
roof collapse under the heavy weight of the snow took place at McNeilus 
Steel in Dodge Center. No injuries were reported. Top left: Work crews 
were busy rescuing several stranded motorists on U.S. Highway 218 north 
of Pratt. Top right: Tucker Anderson, 5, and Maci Anderson, 2, enjoy the 
snow on a picnic table outside of their Owatonna house. Thanks to our 
readers for submitting photos of the blizzard.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
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Special Events
• March 16- Washerboard 

Tournament
• April 12- Egg Splash
• April 21-Earth Day Clean Up
• April 27-Munchkin Market
• May 18-Rec on the Go

Spring Programs
• Soccer
• Swim Lessons
• Adult Softball League
•  Girls Lacrosse 

Grades 1-4 program
•  Boys Lacrosse Grades 

1-2 program
**For all swim lesson details visit our website at  

www.ci.owatonna.mn.us/parksrecreation.**

Early Summer Programs
• Little League 2nd-5th grade baseball
• Girls’ Huskies Fastpitch 1st-4th grades
• T-Ball and Squirt Ball

Partnership Programs
•  Husky Bullpen Club Traveling Teams 

(Minor League)
•  Huskies Fastpitch Club Traveling Teams
• Boys/Girls Lacrosse Association
• Boys/Girls Golf Association

Programs coming in the  
Summer Brochure

(released April 23)
• Track
• Camps
• Swim Lessons
• Water Safety Instructor Classes
• Lifeguard Training Classes

Soccer
Coached by volunteers and practices 
are held according to their schedule on 
weekday evenings. 
Saturday mornings at Lincoln Soccer 
complex scrimmages will be held.

Cost: $46, after March 7 $56

Players are divided into separate boys’ 
and girls’ divisions:

-5-year old’s and Kindergarten
-1st and 2nd grades
-3rd and 4th grades
-5th and 6th grades

T-Ball
Kids entering Kindergarten or 1st grade 
in the fall.

Cost: $37, after March 7 $47
Location: Either Brown, Jaycee, 
or Manthey Park
Days: Mondays

Squirt Ball
Kids entering 1st grade (if they have had 
one year of T-ball) or 2nd grade

Cost: $37, after March 7 $47
Location: Either Brown, Jaycee, or 
Manthey Park
Days: Tuesdays

Mini Crush softball: 
Grades 1 & 2 (grade just completed)

An in-house program emphasizing 
fundamental softball skill development 
using fun and creative drills. Coach 
pitching and/or pitching machines will 
be used.

Cost: $60, after March 7 $70

Junior Crush softball:
Grades 3 & 4 (grade just completed)

Coach pitching, player pitching, and 
pitching machine may all be used.

Cost: $60, after March 7 $70

Crush U10 Fastpitch Softball
A competitive traveling program for 
4-5th graders born 2008-2009. Must be 
10 or younger as of 1/1/19

Cost: $175 registration fee, $90 Fundraiser 
Fee (pancake breakfast tickets provided to sell),
$200 Workers deposit check (returned if 
family works required hours)

Crush U12 and U14 Fastpitch 
Softball
U12: Born 2006-2007, must be 12 or 
younger as of 1/1/19
U14: Born 2004-2005, must be 14 or 
younger as of 1/1/19

Cost: $275 registration fee, $90 Fundraiser 
Fee (pancake breakfast tickets provided to sell),
$200 workers deposit check (returned if 
family works required hours)

Crush U16 Fastpitch Softball
A competitive traveling program for 
those born 2002-2003, must be 16 or 
younger as of 1/1/19.

Cost: $295 registration fee, $90 fundraiser 
fee (pancake breakfast tickets provided to sell),
$200 workers deposit check  
(returned if family works required hours)

Little League Level 1: 
current 2nd-3rd graders
Pitching machine league with emphasis 
on participation and development of 
fundamental skills.

Cost: $55 registration to P&R, $25 to HBC 
(Taco John’s Fundraiser)
Days:  2nd Grade- Mon/Wed,  

3rd Grade-Tues/Thurs

Little League Level 2: 
current 4th-6th graders
Player pitch in-house leagues intended 
to continue the development of 
fundamentals and the skills of game.

Cost: $75 registration to P&R, 
$25 to HBC (Taco John’s Fundraiser) 
Days: Mon/Wed

U11 Travel Baseball 
- recommended for all 5th graders

Practices will be on tues/thurs and 
games will be played in South Central 
League.

 Cost: $250 registration to HBC, 
$25 to HBC (Taco John’s Fundraiser)

Minor League Baseball: U12-U15
All players/parents are encouraged to 
attend in-person registration on Monday, 
February 25 between 4-6pm at The 
West Hills Social Commons (formerly 
SeniorPlace)

Cost: $325 registration to HBC,  
$50 to HBC (Taco John’s Fundraiser), 
$100 workers deposit

Lacrosse
10 entry-level skills training sessions 
that focus on learning and building 
the skills to play including passing, 
catching, ground balls, defense, offense, 
and transition

Boys: Grades 1 & 2
Cost: $50 (includes rental helmet and stick)
Location: Lincoln School
Girls: Grades 1-4
Cost: $25 (includes rental stick and goggles)
Location: Roosevelt School

Owatonna  
PARKS AND RECREATION

OUR MISSION:
The city of Owatonna Parks and Recreation Department provides 
a diverse system of green spaces, trails, facilities, programs and 

services to enhance the quality of life for the community. 

Office Hours • Monday – Friday 7 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Parks and Recreation Contact Information:

Office & Information Line 507-444-4321
Tennis & Fitness Center 507-444-4290
Fax 507-444-4299
West Hills Social Commons 507-444-4280

Facebook: Owatonna Parks and Recreation
Brooktree Clubhouse 507-444-2467
Email Address: parkrec@ci.owatonna.mn.us
River Springs Water Park 507-774-7370

6 column x 4 inch 
empty space

540 West Hills Circle, Owatonna • Office Phone: 507-444-4321 • Website: www.ci.owatonna.mn.us/parksrecreation

Spring/Early Summer Registration
Date: Thursday, Feb. 21  Time: 7a.m.-5p.m. (7a.m. in person or 6a.m. 
on-line)
Location: On-line at 
http://owatonnaparksrectest.maxgalaxy.net/Home.aspx  
or in person at the Parks and Recreation office

Registration for spring and early summer programs, 
as well as, uniform fittings for baseball and softball

Date: Monday, February 25
Location: West Hills Social Commons (Formerly SeniorPlace), South Entrance
Time: 4p.m.-6p.m.

** Baseball & Softball uniforms will be available to try on at the West Hills Social Commons registrations. Owatonna Lacrosse Association, 
Golf Association, Huskies Bullpen Club, and Huskies Fastpitch Club will be there to share information on their spring/summer programs.

** You can also register for other Parks and Recreation spring/early summer programs

Ways to Register:
 •  On-Line: http://owatonnaparksrectest.maxgalaxy.net/Home.aspx  

(beginning at 6a.m. on Feb. 21-baseball  
and softball registrants are encouraged to register in person on 
Feb. 25 to try on uniform sizes.

 •  Walk-In Registration: Parks and Recreation office at 540 West Hills  
Circle. Office hours are 7a.m.-5p.m. Mon-Fri starting Thursday,  
Feb. 21 or at West Hills Social Commons (formerly SeniorPlace)  
on Feb. 25 from 4-6p.m.

 • Call in: 507-444-4321.

Registration deadline is March 7 

for soccer, little league, and fastpitch softball. 
Save $10 on each program by registering before the deadline.

6 column x 4 inch 
empty space

Thank you Park Board Members!
Angie Malo Karina Gacia Lee Kostelecky Greg Louis Nicholas Elsner Judd Dingmann Greg Posch

Seasonal Positions 
Available!
Many positions are already posted, 
and some are coming soon! 
Positions include Park & Grounds 
and Golf Maintenance, Camp Staff, 
Lifeguards, Friday Camp Group 
Leader and Supervisor, Guest 
Services and Guest Services Lead, 
and Summer Camp Supervisor. 
Hours vary from as few as 8 hours 
up to 40 hours each week to fit your 
schedule.

Check the City of Owatonna’s 
website for available positions at:  
www.ci.owatonna.mn.us.
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CDL A Driver - Dryer Van 

Based in Owatonna, MN. 
Dedicated run daily

Mon - Fri, Home most days
Competitive pay with benefits. 

Call 800-634-3317, for 
more information.
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Youth Scholarship Fund
This fund helps support programs for all youth in Steele 
County and Adult Therapeutic Recreation Programs. 
Forms are available at the Park and Recreation Office. 
Participants must pay 25% of program fees, any late fees, 
and must show verification of one of the qualifications.

Qualifications for Scholarship: 
— Current recipients of Free or Reduced Lunch Program 
— Current recipients of SSI (Supplemental Security 
Income) or Social Security Benefits
— Current recipients of Medical Assistance Program
— Other circumstances (will need to explain) 

Pavilions available for rent!
Pavilions Rentals are available one year in advance. 
Call the Parks & Recreation office at 507-444-4321 or 
stop by our office to make a reservation. Payment is due 
at the time of the reservation. 

Give the Gift of Recreation!
Purchase a Parks and Recreation gift card and give the 
gift of recreation and fun! Our gift cards can be used for 
any registration, program and at any one of our facilities 
(Brooktree Golf Course, Tennis & Fitness Center, River 
Springs Water Park or SeniorPlace). 

River Springs Water Park
2019 Season Open Swim Hours
June 6-Aug. 11      Mon-Sun   12-8p.m.
(Closing times may vary beginning August 7)

Aug. 12-Aug. 18      Mon-Sun   12-7p.m.

Pass Book Prices are: 10 Passes for $65 
or 30 Passes for $165
2019 Season Passes
Individual pass $85
Family Pass: Includes 3 people   $180 
($20 for each additional person)

Therapeutic Recreation
Membership and registration packets for Teen Club and 
Night Club are available at the TR office and must be 
submitted prior to starting

Teen Club: pre-teens through young adult, 10-22 years, 
who have developmental disabilities

Dates:  Thursdays
Time:   6-7:30p.m.
Location: West Hills Social Commons (formerly 
SeniorPlace), location may vary with activity
Membership: $48 (includes tax) for six months, with 
fees due Jan. 1 and July 1

Night Club: adults 22 years and older who have 
developmental and physical disabilities

Dates:  Wednesdays
Time:   6-7:30p.m.
Location: West Hills Social Commons (formerly 
SeniorPlace), location may vary with    activity
Membership: $48 (includes tax) for six months, with 
fees due Jan 1 and July 1

Special Rec: children ages 4-10 with developmental 
disabilities

Dates:  Wednesdays
Time:   5-6pm
Location:  West Hills Social Commons (formerly 

SeniorPlace)
Membership: $24 (includes tax) for six months 
running Jan 1-June 30 and July 1-Dec 31

West Hills Tennis & Fitness Center

Youth Tennis Lessons
Spring Session: April 1-May 23

Mighty Mites: Ages 4-6
Future Stars: Ages 7-10
Tourney Prep: Ages 11-13
Junior High/High School: Jr. High, JV, and Varsity 
Level
Academy: Varsity level players

West Hills Pool Open Swim 
Cost: $4 weekdays, $5 weekends
Days & Hours: October 1 - Memorial Day
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 6a.m.-7:15a.m.
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 7p.m.-9p.m.

Saturday, Sunday 1p.m.-4p.m.

Amenities:
-Cardio and strength training equipment
-Gymnasium
-Sauna
-Running Track
-6 indoor tennis courts
-Heated swimming pool
-Locker rooms with showers

** Private party facility rentals are available 
for the pool, gym, and tennis courts**

Lifeguard Training Classes:  
registration available now

March Class: March 25-29
April Class: April 25-May 5

May Class: May 12-22 
Pre-requisites:

•  Swim 300 yards continuously performing front 
crawl and breaststroke

•  Swim 20 yards, pick up 10-pound brick from 
10 feet of water and return it back 20 yards 
using only a kick, holding the brick with 2 hands 
on the chest

• Must be 15 at the time class ends
• You must attend all classes to pass
• No refund will be issued if you do not pass

Brooktree Golf Course
2019 Season Passes
-Family:  $875 Full Season
-Senior Couple:  $845 Full Season
-Adult:  $670 Full Season
-Senior Single:  $635 Full Season
-Super Senior:  $540 Full Season
-Young Adult:  $465 Full Season
-Futures:  $310 Full Season
-Junior:  $205 Full Season
-Couple:  $775 Weekday Season Pass
-Single:  $590 Weekday Season Pass

2019 Punch Cards
-Green Fee (10) 9-hole punches  $180
-Green Fee (10) 18-hole punches $280
-Power Cart (20) 9-hole punches $126
-Power Care (20) 18-hole punches  $182

OUTDOOR PUBLIC SKATING -Weather Permitting
Warsinski rinks, located in Morehouse Park are the only 
supervised skating rinks in Owatonna. The Warsinski 
chalet, a large warming house complete with cross 
country ski and skate rentals and food concessions is 
located at the west end of School Street.

Hours:     Sunday: 12 noon – 9:30 p.m. 
Saturday, Holidays & School Vacation Days: 
11 a.m. – 9:30 p.m. 
Monday – Friday: 3-9 p.m.

Schedule is subject to change due to weather and ice 
conditions.
Family bonfire events are held Saturday evenings at 
5:30 p.m.

Owatonna  
PARKS AND RECREATION

540 West Hills Circle, Owatonna • Office Phone: 507-444-4321 • Website: www.ci.owatonna.mn.us/parksrecreation

SPECIAL 
EVENTS:

7th Annual 
Mike Hansen Memorial  
Washer Board Tournament
All proceeds are donated to the Owatonna Park & 
Rec Scholarship Program in Make Hansen’s name.

Date: Saturday, March 16
Location:  Eagles Club, 141 E Rose St, 

Owatonna
Entries due:  March 8th. 
To register or questions contact: Wes Jones at 
507-456-4280, wes.jones2331@gmail.com or 
Bill Hartle at 507-456-4012

Egg Splash
1st floating egg hunt! Bring your own basket or 
bag and collect as many eggs as you can while 
swimming in the pool! Parents are encourages to 
accompany their children in the pool.

Date: Friday, April 12
Location: Owatonna Middle School
Ages:  1-6 years 5:30-6:45p.m.  

(hunt begins at 5:30p.m.)
Ages:  7 & up 7:00-8:15p.m. 

(hunt begins at 7p.m.)

Earth Day Clean Up
Choose between Dartts, Mineral Springs or 
Morehouse Park to help do some spring clean-up!

Date: Sunday, April 28
Time: 2-4p.m.

Munchkin Market 
(youth booths)
Rent a table at the Four Seasons Centre to sell 
some of your old toys, games, books, sporting 
goods, video games, and anything else you can 
think of to sell (no food). Everyone is invited to shop 
but only children ages 6-15 can rent space.

Date: Saturday, April 27
Time:  9a.m.-12 noon (set up booths at 8a.m.)

Rec on the Go-NEW this year, Rec on the Go is part 
of the Munchkin Market. Watch the Park and Rec 
website and Facebook pages for details!

Munchkin Market 
(adult booths)
Sell family type/kids products during the youth sale. 
We are looking for 10-15 adult vendors. Registration 
begins February 21.

Date: Saturday, April 27
Time: 9a.m.-12 noon (set up booths at 8a.m.)

CALL
TODAY

Dr. Darrin L. King
Orthodontic Specialist

Adult or Teen

  Exceptional Results
& Best Fee Guarantee

Did you know AGE 7 is the recommended age for

A Child’s First
Orthodontic
Evaluation?

    Schedule your child’s
FREE smile evaluation now!

Rochester
507.424.3632

Faribault
507.332.0022

Owatonna
507.446.9000

KingBraces.com

6 column x 4 inch 
empty space
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Mary
Kittleson

NFDA Certified
Pre-Planning
Consultant

• Personalized Pre-Arrangement
• PreFunding 
• Purple Cross Plans
• Continuing Care
• Grief Support Resources

418 Hwy Ave. S. • Blooming Prairie, MN
 (507) 583-7561

Blooming Prairie
Public Utilities

(507) 583-6683
Blooming Prairie, MN

1180 Frontage Rd. E, 
Owatonna, MN

507-455-9551 
OwatonnaGranite.com

Visit all of  these advertisers from their ads on our website: www.steeledodgenews.com

Michael  Bishman 
121 West Broadway St.
Owatonna, MN 55060

Phone:(507) 451-0193 • Fax: (507) 451-6640

Orrin Mortensen, Owner
* * * Over 30 Years Experience * * *

Call Anytime for an Appointment
Phone 507-256-8099 or 507-214-8099 1231 BRADY BLVD. NW • OWATONNA, MN

  507-451-0845
JACK & TRACY ELLIS (800) 310-0845
Family Owned Since 1978 FAX (507) 451-0540

ELLIS BODY 
SHOP

Open Monday & Thursday till 8 p.m.
Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday till 5 p.m.
Saturday till 3 p.m.

507-256-7258

101 North Central Ave • Geneva, MN

www.sorensonsappliance.com

2299 Austin Rd. Hwy 14 E.
Owatonna, MN 55060

(507) 451-6922
www.settesportscenter.com

imesTimesT S T E E L E  C O U N T Y

imesT S T E E L E  C O U N T Y

imesT S T E E L E  C O U N T Y

Visit all of  these advertisers from their ads on our website: www.steeledodgenews.com

Blooming Prairie
Public Utilities

(507) 583-6683
Blooming Prairie, MN

Mary
Kittleson

NFDA Certified
Pre-Planning
Consultant

• Personalized Pre-Arrangement
• PreFunding 
• Purple Cross Plans
• Continuing Care
• Grief Support Resources

418 Hwy Ave. S. • Blooming Prairie, MN
 (507) 583-7561

1180 Frontage Rd. E, 
Owatonna, MN

507-455-9551 
OwatonnaGranite.com

Out-of-Town

Business Directory

imesTimesT S T E E L E  C O U N T Y

imesT S T E E L E  C O U N T Y

imesT S T E E L E  C O U N T Y

To Join, Call (507) 583-4431

STEELE COUNTY BIRTHS 
MAY 2018 

Ruqiya Abdirahman 
Abdullahi, Parents: Hamdi 
Sheikow and Abdirahman 
Osman, May 1. 

Holden Charles Cody, 
Parents: Alexia and Andrew, 
May 2. 

Harper Elizabeth Simmons, 
Parents: Emily and Erik, May 
2. 

Henry Daniel Ludwig, 
Parents: Michelle and Chad, 
May 3. 

Jaxon Bradley Maas, 
Parents: Stephanie and 
Benjamin, May 5. 

Madison Lynn Peterson, 
Parent: Michelle Zvorak, 
May 5. 

Eldon Sterling Wimer, 
Parents: Megan and 
Steven, May 6. 

Kashton Robert Lloyd, 
Parents: Ashley and Erik, 
May 7. 

Margo Mae Thorson, 
Parents: Lisa and Dustin, 
May 8. 

Emmett Martin Ahrens, 
Parents: Kelley and Paul, 
May 9. 

Dominick Liam Trocinski, 
Parents: Aurora and Tyler, 
May 9. 

Levi Dennis Erickson, 
Parents: Jenny and Henry, 
May 11. 

Owen Charles Hager, 
Parents: Kristen and 
Benjamin, May 14. 

Julian Jose Riha, Parent: 
Natasha Reyes, May 14. 

Myles Jeffrey Schelling, 
Parents: Nichole and 
Bronson, May 14. 

Gia Rose Malterer, Parents: 
Stephanie and David, May 
15. 

Mohamed Ibrahim Abdi, 
Parents: Ayan Abdulle and 
Ibrahim Hussein, May 16. 

Joelle Evelyn Marks, 
Parents: Kelsey and Jeffery, 
May 17. 

Avie Rose Undhjem, 
Parents: Amanda and Chad, 
May 17. 

Noah Mark Kortz, Parents: 
Courtney and Tyler, May 18. 

Eiza Aurora Mendoza, 
Parents: Yolanda and Irving, 
May 18. 

Yazeed Mustafa Hussein, 
Parents: Safi Kayad and 
Mustafa Jama, May 19. 

Lily Ann Barron, Parents: 
Elizabeth and Mateo, May 
20. 

Charlie Marie Sletten, 
Parents: Christine and 
Shannon, May 22. 

Jasper John Dahl, Parents: 
Crimson and Jerrod, May 
23.

Elijah Paul Ingram, Parents: 
Chelsie and Aaron, May 23.  

Kaden Matthew Remund, 
Parents: Amanda and 
Matthew, May 23. 

Jaycee Elizabeth Theuer, 
Parents: Jamie and Jeffrey, 
May 23. 

Brigid Therese Blessing, 
Parents: Anna and Joseph 
May 24. 

Leo Antonio Ramirez, 
Parents: Bonnie and Juan, 
May 25. 

Oakley Dean Holland, 
Parents: Paige and Taylor, 
May 26. 

Charlee Marie Burr, Parents: 
Amanda and Christopher, 
May 28. 

Emryn Elise Nomeland, 
Parents: Faith and Leif, May 
28. 

Easton Robert Lee, Parents: 
Kimberly and Michael, May 
30.

STEELE COUNTY DEATHS  
MAY 2018 

Sharon Stark, 80, 
Owatonna, May 1. 

Thomas Chouanard, 75, 
Owatonna, May 2. 

Richard Schuster, 84, 
Owatonna, May 2. 

Mary Gonzales, 70, 
Owatonna, May 5. 

Paul Perry, 93, Owatonna, 
May 6. 

Scott Easton, 55, Blooming 
Prairie, May 7. 

Gerald Oxley, 87, Blooming 
Prairie, May 7. 

Berniece Babczak, 94, 
Owatonna, May 9. 

Donna Schuller, 84, 
Owatonna, May 9. 

Frances Cunningham, 89, 
Owatonna, May 10. 

Daniel Broadhead, 65, 
Northfield, May 12. 

Mary Spitzack, 90, 
Owatonna, May 12. 

Owen Hager, 1 day, 
Owatonna, May 14. 

Myron Homuth, 78, 
Owatonna, May 14. 

Steven Hamson, 57, 
Owatonna, May 15. 

Randall Moe, 58, Owatonna, 
May 15. 

Walter Reisdorfer, 88, 
Faribault, May 17. 

Ella Jepson, 89, Owatonna, 
May 18. 

Arleigh Canny, 74, 
Owatonna, May 19. 

Elaine Fox, 92, Owatonna, 
May 19. 

June Hovey, 73, Austin, May 
21. 

Albert Liverseed, 89, 
Owatonna, May 23. 

George Clauser, 90, 
Owatonna, May 25. 

Victoria Peterson, 65, 
Owatonna, May 27. 

Tinh An, 80, Owatonna, May 
28. 

Irene Smith, 94, Owatonna, 
May 28. 

David Diekmann, 67, 
Owatonna, May 29. 

STEELE COUNTY 
MARRIAGES 
MAY 2018 

Brian Lee Berge and Kiley 
Michelle Adams, May 4. 

Shanae Dawn Johnson and 
Nathan Scott Cummings, 
May 5. 

Jacob Wilder Broesder and 
Sarah Elizabeth Baumgard, 
May 5. 

Dalton Ronald Sellner and 
Jessica Lynn Phillips, May 6. 

Joshua Thomas Karaus and 
Jacqueline Diane Smidt, 
May 11. 

Jordan Thomas Bos and 
Jessica Dar Sedivy, May 12. 

David Jacob Granlund and 

Anna Christine Harman, 
May 12. 

Alana Nichelle Peterson and 
Brandon Errol Titus, May 13. 

Kiel Lee Larsen and Lani 
Dyani Mimmack, May 18. 

Aryanna Angelique Miller 
and Cody William Grunwald, 
May 18. 

Alyssa Laura Lyke and 
William James Gillies, May 
19. 

William Clayton Brown and 
Janet Louise Mees, May 19. 

Temaine Octavius Johnson 
and Ashley Sapphire 
Charpentier, May 19. 

Brandon J. Smith and 
Ashley Marie Wagner, May 
19. 

Leslie Robert Shawback 
Jr. and Pamela Jean 
Grochowski, May 19. 

Ronald Julius Hawley and 
Sarah Christine Helget, May 
19. 

Mitchell Ronald Geiger and 
Kathrine Rose Clark, May 
22. 

Orlando Danny Trevino and 
Erin Lee Boyd, May 25. 

Tony Charles Sneiderman 
and Jon Leonard Olson III, 
May 26. 

John Hamilton Thompson 
and Carrie Kathleen Drake, 
May 26. 

Aaron Michael Adam Heim 
and Kelsey Lynn Hafstad, 
May 26. 

Benjamin Robert Huro and 
Angela Marie Hennes, May 
26. 

STEELE COUNTY 
DIVORCES 
MAY 2018 

Andrew John Schmidt and 
Brittany Marie Schmidt. 

LaTricia Kaiser and Jacob 
Richard Kaiser. 

Mitchell Ronald Geiger and 
Amber Kathleen Solis. 

Anthony Dexter Wayne 
Francis and Salena 
Phommahaxay Francis. 

Tracy Lynn Wedin and Milo 
Rodney Wedin. 

Christopher John Olson and 
Mary Jo Olson.

PUBLIC RECORDS

Piled high

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Snow was piled high everywhere you looked this past weekend in 
southern Minnesota. Up to a foot of snow fell on the region before 
heavy winds created blizzard conditions late Saturday and Sunday. 
Jennifer Bastyr of Owatonna was dressed for the elements checking 
out the deep snow by their house. She is the daughter of Jason and 
Jackie Bastyr.
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Place your 
employment 
ads with us. 

Call 507-319-1549 
and ask for Annie

WANTED COLLECTOR 
PAYING $1000.00 (= or -) for 
large Redwing Pottery, Salt 
glazed crocks, churns, jugs, 
water coolers and advertis-
ing pieces. Please call 612-
685-6762 or 507-775-6698                        
(WK 11, 12,13)

WANTED EMPLOYMENT

FOR SALE

CLASSIFIEDS
 Over 25,000 in households            Serving Steele, Mower, Freeborn, Dodge, and Olmsted Counties       www.steeledodgenews.com  
 

DEALS ON WHEELS
Sell your car, bike, RV, 
trailer,  and anything on 

wheels today!!

3-WEEK SPECIAL: $32
BUY TWO WEEKS, 
GET THE THIRD FREE
UP TO 20 WORDS; 10¢ FOR EACH WORD AFTER

TO PLACE AN AD
Steele County Times
507-583-4431
bptimes@frontiernet.net
411 E. Main St., Blooming Prairie, MN 55917

TO PLACE AN AD
Dodge County Independent

Dodge County Advantage
507-634-7503 • dci@kmtel.com

121 W. Main St., Kasson, MN 55944

BARGAIN FINDER
Sell your items for $50 or 

less. Run it for four weeks.
ONLY $5!

LAND FOR RENT

APARTMENTS FOR RENT, 1, 
2 & 3 BR, gas & elec. Included. 
507-273-7386.  44tfc
KASSON MAIN STREET- 
Immediate availability, 1 Bed-
room, Utilities included, 1 
month deposit. No smoking 
or pets. Call 507-273-9244            
wk 9-10-11
PASTURE FOR RENT, 60 
Acres in Summit Township 
in Steele County. Call 507-
567-2296 ask for Darrell (wk 
11,12,13) chg
1 BD APT ~ KASSON for 
62+ or disabled persons. 
Smoke free, month to month 
leases & deposit payment 
plans.  507-398-6027 or 507-
451-8524 www.lifestyleinc.
net  tdd 507-451-0704 
Equal Housing Opportunity                                                     

PIANOS, DIGITAL PIANOS, 
Rodgers Church Organs - New, 
Used, Sales & Service - Call 
DEWEY KRUGER MUSIC, 
Northwood, Iowa, 800-933-
5830, deweykrugermusic.com  

DAVID AND PAUL STAN-
TON FARMS are looking to 
expand existing corn and 
soybean operations in Hay-
field and surrounding areas. 
Call Paul Stanton at 507-
951-0914 or David Stanton 
at 507-951-0915 (51 chg tfn)

FOR RENT

CALEB’S PET SITTING, 
Cats and Dogs, please call 
me at 507- 634 -7907.  33tfc       
SAMANTHA UPHAM’S 
BA BYS I T T I N G / N A N N Y 
services  I’m a 15-year-old 
honors student entering my 
sophomore year at Kasson 
High School.  I have babysit-
ting experience and have 
been through a class specif-
ic for caring for young chil-
dren. I am best suited to care 
for toddlers through young 
teens. Available 7 days a 
week and can be very flexi-
ble with times. I will ensure a 
summer full of fun! (referenc-
es upon request) 507-358-
3415  27tfn
NICK’S LAWN MOWING 
SERVICE  Weekly or vaca-
tion, residential or commer-
cial, yard cleanup, mowing 
and trimming, satisfaction 
guaranteed 10 years ex-
perience. Free estimates. 
Please call 507-696-3849 
and leave a message. Tfn
BRIANNA’S LAWN CARE 
SERVICES Mowing, trim-
ming, complete yard cleanup.  
Weekly or on call. Satisfacton 
guaranteed Free estimates. 
Call 507-421-7945

STUDENT 
EMPLOYMENT

LIFEGUARDS WANTED: 
The City of Byron is accepting 
applications for Lifeguard’s 
and WSI’s. More information 
and applications are available 
at www.byronmn.com  Appli-
cations accepted until filled. 
Call 775-3400 with questions.                                         
WK 9,10,11
 
GINNY’S DRIVE in is looking 
for workers starting in ear-
ly April.   Must be at least 14 
years old.  Position would be 
evenings (starting at 5p.m.) 
as well as weekends.  If inter-
ested email ginnysdrivein@
gmail.com for an application.                    
       WK 9,10,11

RP-AT190117_114532 (100%)
ADVERTISER: STEWARTVILLE CARE CENTER PROOF CREATED AT: 1/17/2019 1:21:35 PM  
SALES PERSON:  RP002 NEXT RUN DATE: 01/18/19 
SIZE: 2X3 PROOF DUE: 01/18/19 11:59:55 
PUBLICATION: RP-ROCHESTER PRINT PRODUCTION

  PROOF O.K. BY: ____________________________   O.K. WITH CORRECTIONS BY: _________________________

PLEASE READ CAREFULLY • SUBMIT CORRECTIONS ONLINE

We Have Current Openings For:
Dietary Aide (AM Shift 5:30-2pm) 32 hrs./wk. 

Cook (AM Shift 4:30-1pm) 20 hrs./wk. 

Cook (PM Shift 11:00am -7:30pm) 20 hrs./wk.
Please go to our website at: 

www.stewartvillecarecenter.com to apply or email 
a resume to: KSchwartz@stewartvillecarecenter.com

120 4th St NE
Stewartville, MN
Affirmative Action Employer

APPly in Person AT CMG
3707 Commercial Dr. SW

Rochester, 55902
Or call 507-923-4955

We look forward to meeting you!

***Full Time Production***
Great Place to Work! CMG is Hiring for 

2nd shift production positions.

$1,000 Sign On Bonus
F/T Permanent positions with OT on weekends 

Great Performance is rewarded. Excellent Vacation Pkg., 
Paid 8hr. for Holidays, Medical & Dental available

 If you are looking for a company that you can grow with, 
this is a great opportunity!!!

Drug Testing & Background screen required

CDL A Driver - Dryer Van 

Based in Owatonna, MN. 
Dedicated run daily

Mon - Fri, Home most days
Competitive pay with benefits. 

Call 800-634-3317, for 
more information.

DODGE COUNTY

Check here 
first!

GINNY’S DRIVE in is looking 
for day time workers during 
the week.  Hours would be 
either 10:30am to 5p.m. or 
11a.m. to 2p.m.  Must be at 
least 16 for day time position.  
If interested email ginnys-
drivein@gmail.com for an ap-
plication.                 WK 9,10,11
NEW HIGHER STARTING 
WAGES!  Immediate open-
ings for Direct Care Staff for 
4 bed group home in West 
Concord.  PT AM, PM, and 
Awake Overnight positions 
available.  Must have cur-
rent MN driv lic & pass back-
ground check.  Paid training 
provided!  AM’s:  $12.25 
– $12.75; PM’s:  $12.50 - 
$13.00; Overnights: $12.75 
- $13.25.  401K with employ-
er match for qualifying posi-

tions.  Call Heidi or Karla at 
507-527-2456 or apply at 205 
Southview Street, West Con-
cord.  “EOE”  WK 10,11,12,13
FARM WORKERS NEED-
ED: Seasonal positions 
available on a crop farm to 
operated tillage equipment or 
drive semi-truck. Must have 
a clean driving record.  507-
438-3570  (11,12,13 chg)

RP-AT190221_163518 (100%)
ADVERTISER: STEWARTVILLE CARE CENTER PROOF CREATED AT: 2/21/2019 5:26:57 PM  
SALES PERSON:  RP002 NEXT RUN DATE: 02/22/19 
SIZE: 2X6 PROOF DUE: 02/22/19 11:59:55 
PUBLICATION: RP-ROCHESTER PRINT PRODUCTION

  PROOF O.K. BY: ____________________________   O.K. WITH CORRECTIONS BY: _________________________

PLEASE READ CAREFULLY • SUBMIT CORRECTIONS ONLINE

Stewartville Care Center is seeking a 
qualified individual to join our Nursing 

Department as a Scheduler!
The successful candidate will have high ethical 
standards, sound judgment, excellent communication 
skills and a desire to make a difference for our 
residents. Responsibilities include maintaining 
current nurse scheduling process with utilization 
of ShiftHound and the coordination of contracted 
nursing (pool) for the Care Center. The applicant will 
preferably have an RN/LPN license with computer 
knowledge; or have 5 years of office experience.

A comprehensive benefits package is available. 
Stewartville Care Center wants to maintain its 
Five‑Star Staffing rating for nursing homes set by the 
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services. We are 
dedicated to serving older adults by providing skilled 
nursing, comprehensive therapies and residential 
services to Stewartville and the surrounding areas.

To apply visit: www.stewartvillecarecenter.com and 
apply via web application or come into the Business 
Office and grab an application. You can also email 
resumes to: kschwartz@stewartvillecarecenter.com.

120 4th St NE
Stewartville, MN

NOW HIRING

Stewartville Care Center and affiliates are an Affirmative Action employer.

➧Resident Assistant
• PT 6 a.m. - 2 p.m.
• PT 4:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
• FT & PT 2 p.m. - 10 p.m.

Apply at: www.oxfordmgmt.com/careers • EOE

CAREER OPPORTUNITY

DEALS ON 
WHEELS

DEALS ON 
WHEELS

  26ft w/awning
  Sleeps 5 - bunk beds in rear
  Queen bed in front, couch/bed
  Super Slide 

(living room & dining area)
  Inside/Outside Shower,  

2 lg. Storage bins
  Very Clean. Used by 2 Adults

Call to make appointment
Gene Francis 507-583-2331

2003 Sportsman  
5th Wheel Camper

$8,000

Yamaha Virago XV750    
Adult Driven - One owner

54K miles 97’    
Shaft Drive, cover,

soft saddle bags, books.

Asking $1239. 
call 507-634-4345

2010 Honda Gold Wing, 
12,000 miles.
Heated seats 

and handle bars
($24,000 new)

Asking $14,000. 
Call Jim 477-2458 or 

438-9981 (cell)

Electric Bicycle 
(needs nothing) 

 Asking $700.
 (retail $1700) 

507-279-4103 cell 
or 281-4040.

For Sale - Brent Grain Cart 
Model 882 with tarp. 

Asking $29,500. 
Call 507-269-8797

Motor scooter 5000 mile, 
Yamaha model Royal.

Asking $600.
(new #3,500) 

Call 507-279-4103 cell 
or 281-4040

4  Power Awning & 
Stabilizer Jacks

4 Used 2 months
4 Rear living room 
4 1 slide out
4 Smoke free - Pet free
4 1/2 ton towable
4  $22,900 Must sell 

(health issues) - Make 
an offer

507-398-3297 Galen

GREAT VALUE 

LIKE
NEW

2015 
27' Travel 

Trailer

2000 Ford F250 7.3 
diesel/ Many new parts.

New ball joints, new 
breaks,tires, no rust.

Asking $7000 
OBO. 

call 507-261-2884

1998 John Deere Model 
320 18 horse liquid cool 

hydostatic all gone through 
48” lawn mowing, ready to 

blow snow.
$2,700 OBO. 

call 507-634-7097

1992 Dodge Dakota

318 V8, Black, 192,000 miles, 
Fair condition, Running Boards, 

Ladder Rack, Tool Box
$1,500 OBO

507-455-9662 or  
507-390-2626  
Ask for Stephen
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132 2nd Ave NE • Blooming Prairie
507.583.6613 h FREE CONSULTATION

Dr. Deborah Lien
 DDS, MBS

Building 

Healthy
Smiles!

ORTHODONTIC SPECIALIST Mike’s
Ag & Truck Tire
REPAIR

870 32 Ave. NW, Owatonna
Emergency or on the farm repair

507-455-0388
(After hours 507-455-0483)

Sorenson’sSorenson’s 
Appliances & TV

Geneva, Mn
507-256-7258

GE, Frigidaire, Direct Tv, Danby, Crosley, Broan, 
Jenn-Air, KitchenAid, Maytag, Panasonic, RCA, 

Samsung, Toshiba, Whirlpool495 West N. ST.
Owatonna

507-451-7220

LARGE SELECTIONS
LOW PRICES

CREAMERY
TRY HOPE 

BUTTER FOR 
YOUR BAKING!
507-684-2019

Hope

Darrick Schewe
Owner

507-583-9994
Located in NAPA Auto Parts Building

Minimizer.com • 800-248-3855 • Blooming Prairie

800-248-3855
www.minimizer.com

Blooming Prairie

507-684-2100 
12880 SW 72nd Ave, Ellendale

Your ad could be here!

Sponsored by these 
following area businesses:

237 Hwy Ave. S • Blooming Prairie 583-6671

656 3rd St. NE • Blooming Prairie, MN
Robert Salinas

Family-Owned
507-583-6620

322 East Main St.
Blooming Prairie

507-583-2276

FLOOR 
TECH

LET’S ALL BE IN HARMONY 
AND CELEBRATE MUSIC IN OUR 

SCHOOLS MONTH

M
arch has been designated by the National 
Association for Music Education for the 
observance of Music in Our Schools Month, 
the time of the year when music education 
becomes the focus of schools across the 

country. The purpose is to raise awareness of the importance 
of music education for all children.

Photos courtesy of Becky Severtson, Premier Graphic Solutions

SENIOR HIGH CHOIR
Back row: Kari Bottin, Brett Motl, Ian Wayne, Boone Carlson, Ethan Grant, Cole Christianson 
and Olivia Johnson; middle row: Erin O’Brien, Jaclyn Hyland, Dylan Johnson, Luke Larkoski, 
Christopher Naatz, Rose Michaud, Danielle Pena and Anna Thostenson; front row: Raeann 
Grundmeier, Adrianna Bermea, Casey Lyman, Charlie Heimerman, Jacob Naatz, Hannah 
Hamersma, Brianna Arthaud and BethAnne Thacker.

8TH GRADE CHOIR
Back row: Kari Bottin, Adam Walsh, David Kartes, Drew Kittelson, Xavier Rennie, Carson Wacek 
and Josie Lorenz; middle row: Alana Braaten, Piper Lund, Remington Peterson, Tyler Archer, 
Ethan Ehlers, Colin Jordison, Bobbie Bruns and Alivia Schneider; front row: Isabella Heiber, 
Alexandra Dulaney, Melanie Winzenburg, Jaydon Brown, Payton Fristedt, Emily Miller and 
Jordyn Sunde.

7TH GRADE CHOIR
Back row: Madison Lea, Abigail Hefling, Cyprus Schleicher, Jayden Schewe, Alexander Riley, 
Madelaine Stoen, Haven Carlson, Leah Thorson and Heidi Judy; middle row: Kari Bottin, Sierra 
Larson, Anna Pauly, Tyler Miller, Zander Peterson, Cade Christianson, Micah Donnely, Joie 
Ruhter and Hannah Hamersma; front row: Bailey Brown, Jenna Johnson, Anna Reese, Aidan 
Holmes, Elliott Swenson, Jacob Weinberger, Jesse Cardenas, Trista Motl, Anna Suchanek and 
Brittany Johnson.

CHAMBER CHOIR
Back row: (left to right): Kari Bottin, Payton Simon, Charlie Heimerman, William Cardenas, Riley 
Millam and Ian Wayne; front row: Halle Strunk, Baylee Sorenson, Alivia Schneider, Melanie 
Winzenburg and Jaclyn Hyland.

Sponosored by these 
local businesses. 

PRAIRIE MANOR VALENTINE ROYALTY 
Through the Years

1973- Ora Olson and Ed Motl
1974- Juanita Shaw and David Morgan
1975- Cordula Mullenbach and Pete Hansen
1976- Katherine Ranum and Amos Eaker
1977- Alma Murphy and Frank Snider
1978- Libbie Sanders and Vern Paulson
1979- Dorothy Lipold and Hartwig Hansen
1980- Martha Herdina and Art Anderson
1981- Isabel Taylor and Joe Matejeck
1982- Mary Cochlin and Clarence Anderson
1983- Elsie Wencl and Mike Lester
1984- Agnes Wolfe and Walter Noble
1985- Alice Starch and George Peterson
1986- Anna Johnson and Frank Kubat
1987- Libbie Ruzek and Victor Jensen
1988- Myrtle Jensen and Lawrence Pfiefer

1989- Mabel Madsen and Ray Bray
1990- Holida Wojohn and George Kubista
1991- Jessie Collins and Ray Young
1992- Mary and Ed Skalicky
1993- Gladys Peterson and Harvey Goldberg
1994- Marie Branderhorst and Andy Anderson 
1995- Emma Kruckeberg and Jack Worke
1996- Mabel Eaker and Sy Kruckeberg
1997- Mayme Summer and Bernard Nelson
1998- Anita Tapp and Joe Wright
1999- Christy Jelinek and Otto Anderson
2000- Grace Sauke and Leon Thompson
2001- Harriet Ward and Al Burns
2002- Clara Brocker and Lester Janke 
2003- Marjorie Smith and Hugo Harpel
2004- Gertrude Nelson and Merlin Madsen

2005- Evelyn Lewison and Franklin Pierce
2006- Eveline Lysne and Stan Bratten
2007- Irene Filley and Don Williamson
2008- Ysabel Cervantes and Leon Thompson
2009- Georgia Block and Dale Budreau
2010- Pearl Mason and Herbert Graff
2011- Doris and Hank Halstenson 
2012- Marian and Robert Becker
2013- Alice Fuhr and Eugene Motl
2014- Evelyn Trom and Robert Swearingen
2015- Sylvia Plunkett and Charles Mullenbaur
2016- Helen Pagakis and Vernon Jackel
2017- Marilyn Thoreson and Eugene Kaplan
2018- Donna Ditlevson and Donald Bakke
2019- Clara Sibenallar and Gary Boettcher

Congratulations 
Prairie Manor  

Valentine’s Royalty 

Queen  

Clara Sibenallar
King 

Gary Boettcher

AWARENESS SAVES LIVES!
February is AMERICAN HEART MONTH

Heart disease 

is the leading 

cause of death 

for both men 

and woman

But preventing and controlling it is in our hands!

FOLLOW A HEART-HEALTHY LIFESTYLE
Here are some strategies to help protect your heart!

-	 Don’t smoke or use tobacco
-	 Exercise for about 30 minutes on most days
-	 Eat a heart-healthy diet
-	 Maintain a healthy weight
-	 Get enough quality sleep
-	 Manage stress
-	 Get regular health screenings
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