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NO STATE FAIR
Minnesota State Fair has canceled
for only the sixth time in its history.
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Appreciation for church

Some special signs are held by Daisy Heimer, 10, Gracie Heimer, 8 and their mother Emily as part of a special
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FURLOUGHED WORKERS COVID-19 BUSINESS BOOK DONATION
Steele County has placed seven workers Local business owners struggle Toys for Tots is donating books
on furlough status. through the pandemic. to area schools.

State Fair cancels,
Steele likely next

BY RICK BUSSLER
PUBLISHER

Minnesotans will
have to wait for another
year to enjoy Minneso-
ta’s “great get together.”

On Friday, the Min-
nesota State Fair voted
to cancel the 2020 fair
due to the coronavirus
pandemic. It is the sixth
time in history that pre-
dates the U.S. Civil War
in which the fair has
been called off. The last
time was in 1946 because

Sunday School teachers and students last Wednesday outside First Lutheran Church in

Blooming Prairie. Sunday School has been called off since mid-March because of the coronavirus pandemic.

Viracon outbreak rises to 81

BY RICK BUSSLER
PUBLISHER

The fourth worst
workplace outbreak
of the coronavirus in
Minnesota involves
a Steele County glass
manufacturer.

Viracon of Owatonna
has reported “at least
81 cases” of the virus as
of May 22, according to
Public Health Director
Amy Caron. She has
been working with the
glass factory for the
past two weeks in deal-
ing with the cases.

The worst out-
break has been at JBS
Meatpacking plant in
Worthington where
they have experienced
630 cases.

The outbreak at
Viracon caused the
company to shut down

for two days in early
May to deep clean and
disinfect the building,
which spans 2 million
square feet, Caron said.
“They have been taking
all the recommenda-
tions,” she pointed out.
“They have curbed the
spread a bit.”

Caron said there
have been scattered
cases with other larger
businesses in Steele
County over the past
couple weeks. In all cas-
es, the businesses have
been cooperating with
public health officials.

As of Friday, Steele
County experienced 13
new cases, the highest
single day since the
pandemic began in mid-
March. Steele County
has now seen 135 cases
and no deaths. Those
inflicted with the virus

range from under 1
year old to 70s.

Caron is happy to
report there are no
widespread outbreaks
in the long-term care
facilities, which have
been the greatest con-
cern of public health
officials throughout
the pandemic. So far,
there have been three
cases in three different
facilities. All three cas-
es involve workers and
not residents living in
the facilities. In all the
long-term care cases,
they were “caught
early and there was no
spread,” Caron said.

On Thursday, Min-
nesota healthcare work-
ers provided a record
7,000 tests. Caron said
with the widespread
testing taking place,
case counts will go up.

Gov. Tim Walz un-
veiled plans last week
for bars and restau-
rants to open only un-
der conditions where
they can have limited
outdoor seating.

President Donald
Trump on Friday
labeled churches and
other houses of wor-
ship as “essential” and
called on governors
nationwide to let them
reopen even though
many areas, including
Minnesota, remain
under lockdown. The
president threatened to
“override” governors
‘who defy him, but it
was unclear what au-
thority he has to do so.

Churches around
the country have
filed legal challenges

SEE VIRACON OUTBREAK, A10

“I didn't want to live this long. | am ready to go any day."

Orwatonna woman marks

her 107" birthday

Elrose Milverstedt
Celebrating 107th Birthday

A century and then some

BY RICK BUSSLER not the oldest person
PUBLISHER in Minnesota, she
is believed to be
he coronavi-  the eldest in Steele
rus pan- County. Erna Zahn
demic isn’t of New Ulm celebrat-
stopping ed her 112 birthday
Elrose Milverstedt last month.
from celebrating Since the
her birthday. And COVID-19 outbreak,
mind you, this isn’t Milverstedt has
just any ordinary been confined to
birthday. her independent
Milverstedt turned  apartment at Ecu-
107 years old on Sun- ‘men CountrySide
day, May 24. “I'm an in Owatonna where
old burger,” she said, she has resided for
playing off the fact the past 10 years.
that sheand her hus-  She could come out
band owned a small in the hallway if
town cafe in Clare- she put on a protec-
mont for 13 years. tive mask, but she
She was born in

Elrose Milverstedt celebrated her 107th

of the poli id 3

“Right now is the
time of year when
things need to really
take off if we're going
to have a fair, but we
can see that we're out of
runway and can’t get off
the ground,” said Jerry
Hammer, the fair’s
general manager.

The State Fair’s de-
cision did not come as a
big surprise to many, in-
cluding Dan Deml, presi-
dent of the Steele County
Fair, Minnesota’s largest
county fair. “It’s inev-
itable, but incredibly
unfortunate,” he said.
“It’s unfortunate, but we
saw it coming.”

Deml said his board
will meet this week to
decide on the fate of
the Steele County Fair.
When this edition of the
Times went to press, no
date had been set. The
fair has a regular sched-
uled board meeting on
June 4, but Deml said a

special meeting would
be called before then.

“That’s too long to
leave vendors hanging,”
Deml said of the June 4
meeting.

As of Friday, the
Steele Fair was still on,
but Deml gave indi-
cations that the fair
would likely be can-
celed as well.

“With the State Fair
going down, T have a
hunch most (county
fairs) will fall in the
next couple weeks,”
Deml said. “I'm guess-
ing this will fall apart
quickly,” he added.

In southeastern
Minnesota, Freeborn
County was the only
fair that had canceled
prior to the State Fair’s
announcement.

Deml said it would be
“virtually impossible”
to have a fair like Steele
County’s and enforce
social distancing.
“Maintaining six feet
distance isn't reality,”
he said. He also added
sanitizing would be
next to impossible to
accomplish in the fair
venue.

“Canceling is a last
resort,” Deml said. “As
time had gone on, it
became obvious holding
a county fair would be
difficult to impossible.”

The Times will have
the latest on the devel-
oping fair situation on
its website at steeledod-
genews.com

Cruising Main for
2020 graduates

BY RICK BUSSLER
PUBLISHER

Huskies will be
roaming the downtown
streets of Owatonna in
packs, but not in the
traditional way you
may think.

The Steele County
Safe and Drug Free
Coalition is sponsor-
ing a Cruise Main for
graduating Owatonna
Huskies on Friday, June
5 from 7-10 p.m. Cruis-
ing will be allowed in
vehicles until 10 p.m.

“Let’s celebrate the
Class of 2020 as they
cruise into their bright
futures,” said Andi
Arnold, organizer of the
event and director of
community engagement

trying to think creatively
and outside of the box.”
Arnold, who grew
up in Owatonna,
knows all about Husky
school pride. When the
coronavirus pan-
demic derailed many
graduation plans, she
stepped up to orga-
nize a cruising event
through the downtown
area. Knowing that the
downtown is making a
comeback in Owatonna,
she thought it would be
the perfect place for a
drug-free celebration.
One of the strategies
of the coalition is sup-
porting kids’ activities
that are “safe and posi-
tive,” she said. “This is
an excuse to get people

SEE CRUISING MAIN, A8
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Opinion

Canceling fair is right choice

It comes with great sadness that the “great Minnesota get together” will not
happen this year for the first time since 1946 when a polio epidemic hit the state.
For millions of Minnesotans, it will be tough to imagine a summer without
the Minnesota State Fair. Manager Jerry Hammer said it became increasingly
clear the fair couldn’t go on this year since the outbreak picked up steam in

early March.

In making the announcement late last week, Hammer said it wasn't a diffi-
cult decision. “It’s the only decision. It’s the right thing to do,” he said.

‘And he appears to be spot on.

The COVID-19 crisis isn’t expected to peak until July or August, according
to public health officials. Already as of Friday, there have been almost 95,000
deaths in the U.S. with about 850 in Minnesota. While many will argue it's not
as bad as what officials initially thought it would be, the danger is still real and
social gatherings are just not an option at this time.

The Steele County Fair is expected to cancel this week. The economic impact
of not having a fair will be devastating to Owatonna as well as the rest of the
county. It's unfortunate, but part of the reality of living in a COVID-19 world.

Dan Deml, the fair’s president, made one point clear last week even before
the decision has been made. “It’s virtually impossible to have a fair like ours
and enforce social distancing,” he said.

While we don’t relish the thought of canceling the fair, it's the only appropri-
ate thing to do. Lives are at stake and personal safety must be first and foremost

on everybody’s minds during a situation like we find ourselves in right now.
If anything, it will be a great time for fair officials to regroup and catch their breath
for a year. By doing so, they will be able to come back better, smarter and stronger.
And in true Minnesotan fashion, there is no doubt in our minds that they will.

GUEST COLUMN

Honoring our nations heroes

BY AMY KLOBUCHAR Snelling with full mili- his famous words in
tary honors. Berlin “tear down that
It’s been said that a And he's not alone. wall.” And it happened.
nation that forgets its Virginia, Minnesota That is the leadership
defenders will itself be resident Dante Sylvester  that we must demand for
forgotten. We tell the Tini’s remains were these challenging times.
‘world who we are as also identified. He was Across the country,
acountry by how we killed while servingasa  we see servicemem-
honor our fallen heroes radioman on the U.S.S. bers on the frontlines,
on this sacred Memorial ~ Oklahoma during the risking their lives for
Day-and every day. attack on Pearl Harbor. others - working in our
This Memorial Day Dante returned home  hospitals, transporting
‘we honor the Minneso- last year too, greeted by critical supplies, and
tans who have fought for  his family and the Du- working every single
our country going back luth Honor Guard. And day protecting their
to the ridges of Gettys- he is now buried next to communities.
burg where thousands his parents in Virginia, And one way to honor
of Americans gave honoring his wish from those who lost their lives
‘what President Lincoln when he first enlisted. serving our country is
called, “the last full The families deserve by caring for the war-
measure of devotion.” the serenity of knowing riors who follow them.
We honor the three their loved one is home— This means that vet-
Minnesota National and the fallen soldiers erans who need health
Guard Soldiers who we deserve to have their care get health care
lost in that tragic Black stories told and their ‘when they need it.
Hawk crash late last memories upheld, even This means that
year. They made the during this pandemic. veterans who have dis-
ultimate sacrifice. The way we gather ability claims get them
‘We honor all our and share their stories processed.
service members, and during this time may This means that
‘we owe them a debt of have changed, but our veterans have access
gratitude that can never respect for them is as to the education and
be repaid. strong as ever. other benefits they have
So how as a nation And during thistime  earned.
can we best do this? of great challenge, we And this means
First, we must remain see our men and women making sure we're pro-
committed to bringing in uniform continue tecting veterans from
all of our fallen heroes to protect us overseas contracting the virus
back home and giving while also fightinganew  and ensuring those at
them a final resting threat to our well-being risk get the healthcare
place worthy of their here at home. they need.
sacrifice. We have faced dark On this Memorial
Like Sergeant Eugene  times before, and Ameri-  Day we honor all of
Yost who was just ca has always risen to those whose spirit of
18-years old when he left ~ meet them. Out of the duty never wavered—
his family’s farm in Mi- horrors of World War even during the most
laca and shipped out to 11, FDR signed into law difficult of times.
fight in the Korean War. the GI bill to honor the To all who served, or
He went missing one sacrifices of our heroic are serving, or remem-
day and he was declared  servicemembers. bering a loved one lost,
dead. And out of the fear ‘we thank you and we
But Eugene’s niece and anxiety of the Cold honor you, today and
made a promise thatshe ~ War, President Kennedy  every day.

would find him. And she

rallied our nation-and

did. Sixty-eight years we put aman on the Amy Klobuchar
later he came home and moon. Ronald Reagan serves Minnesota in
was laid to rest at Fort rose to the moment with  the U.S. Senate.
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Hot Pursuit
RICK BUSSLER

This past week I
had the pleasure to
interview a woman who
turned 107 years old on
Sunday.

My only regret with
this story is that I didn’t
get to personally meet
Elrose Milverstedt,
who grew up in Dodge
County and now lives
in Owatonna. Knowing
that social distancing
requirements are in
effect right now with
long-term care facilities,
‘we arranged for a phone
interview.

Before the interview
took place, Milverstedt
had one simple request
from me. She wanted
toknow if she was the
oldest person living in
Steele County. I checked
with a few of my sourc-
es, including the Steele
County Recorder’s
Office, but no one seems
to have that information
readily available. The
History Center doesn't
know either.

Twas able to find that
the oldest person in Min-
nesota reigns from New
Ulm. Erna Zahn turned a

YOUR VIEW

STEELE COUNTY TIMES

Celebrating Steele
Countyss oldest resident

112 just last month. She is
reportedly the 15" oldest
person in the U.S. and the
55 oldest in the world. It
appears Milverstedt has
alittle ways to go to move
up on that ladder.

When Ishared
with Milverstedt that
the oldest person in
the state was 112, she
acknowledged she had a
few years to go yet. She
quickly followed up by

saying, “Idon’t think I
will make it that long.”

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Elrose Milverstedt
enjoys some flowers
from one of her
birthdays of past. She
turned 107 on Sunday.

Twill goout on alimb
to say that Milverstedt
IS the oldest living res-
ident in Steele County.
If someone can prove
me wrong, please let me
know. I would like to
know for obvious rea-
sons as I know Milver-
stedt would like to have
that knowledge as well.

In the United
States, only 22 out of
every 100,000 people
reach age 100. Only 2
in 100,000 women live
to age 110, and 2 men
among 1 million.

One thing that
amazed me is how
sharp Milverstedt’s
mind is. She carries on
anormal conversation
almost better than some
other much younger
people I know do.

Her secrets to
longevity? Milverst-
edt didn’t hesitate in
saying she has lived
alife of clean living,
including not smoking,
drinking very little and
exercising regularly.
She still walks around
alone in her apartment.

It’s mind boggling
to think about all the
changes Milverstedt
has seen in her lifetime
over the past 107 years.

Though she didn't
know at the time of the
interview, Milverstedt
ended up celebrating
her 107" birthday with
all the bells, whis-
tles and horns of the
Owatonna Police and
Owatonna Fire depart-
ments.

I'd say I hope she
goes in hot pursuit
of living many more
years, but Idon’t think
that’s on her wish list at
all. Atany rate, happy
107" birthday, Elrose.

Enough of COVID9, let us
enjoy our freedoms

To-the-Editor:

Apparently there
are several things
spreading faster than
COVID-19. Fear and
insanity are definitely
two. There are other
words that could be
used when it comes to
the handling of this
alleged pandemic, feel
free to choose.

It’s obviously easy to
understand how people
blindly follow their
alleged experts, medical
and political, when we
are bombarded 24/7 with
the horrendous affects of
the virus. You have to do
your own research and
form your own opinions
if you truly want the rest
of the story.

As one who has
always been concerned
with individual free-
doms and the potential
loss of them, I've done
abit of research. I've
listened to and read the
opinions and recom-
mended actions of
numerous respected
virologists from around
the world. There are
hundreds, perhaps
thousands that total-
ly disagree with the
actions being taken.
You will not be subject-
ed to their findings on
mainline news sources.
Ladies and gentlemen,
it is near impossible to
protect humans from
various diseases. Virus-
es are probably one of
the leading health prob-
lems that are difficult to
contain. The little bas-
tards hang around until
most all are exposed.
Then, if and when a
vaccine is produced,
they simply mutate
and possibly come back

stronger. Many virolo-
gists contend that the
quickest and safest way
to containa virusis to
infect around 70% of the
population to achieve
herd immunity. The re-
maining people already
have immune systems
that handle it. I fully
understand slowing the
spread until medical
people can handle ex-
treme cases. Hospitals
are near empty, doctors
furloughed and medical
staffing reduced hours
and pay tells us that is
accomplished. People
with possible life threat-
ening problems have
been told to wait until
we are safe.

Asmore informa-
tion and stats become
available we're finding
the COVID-19 virus
‘may be on the same
level as other flu type
viruses. Minnesota
for instance will have
had around 600 deaths
‘when this is published,
with a population of
about 5.5 million. You
do the math. Most of the
deaths had extenuating
health problems. Ac-
cording to reports, the
average age of deaths
contributed to the virus
is in the mid-80s. Aver-
age life span in Minne-
sota for men; about 79,
‘women about 82. Maybe
the virus extends life.
Seriously though, if you
have existing health
problems such as heart,
lung, diabetes, immune
system compromised,
obesity or other serious
problems by all means
do what is needed to
protect yourself. By
the way many health
experts will tell you

that wearing a mask

for extended periods is
harmful do to increased
intake of C202 and less
oxygen intake.

The really insane
part of present ac-
tions is the closing of
businesses, restau-
rants, bars, sporting
events, entertainment
and even our beloved
Fourth of July celebra-
tions and fairs. Forget
the possible economic
consequences which
could lead to worse
worldwide depression
ever. Let’s look on the
affect on human lives.
We are social animals,
we love to congregate,
hug, shake hands and
attend a variety of fun
events. We like to read
face expressions. We
relish the freedom to do
so completely unen-
cumbered. In fact our
constitution guaran-
tees these freedoms.
Between that and the
economic freedoms we
once had is the reason
‘we were the country to
come to. The fact that
we're letting fear and
politicians end those
freedoms is dangerous
and reprehensible.

The bottom line: if
you're fearful for what-
ever reason, protect
yourself anyway possi-
ble. You are responsible
for your health. Let
others freely decide. I do
not wish sicknesses on
any but know it's part
of life. Myself and many
friends are getting to
the age where we wish
to enjoy the time we
have left, please allow
that freedom.

David Nielson

Owatonna
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Toy

The Marine Toys
for Tots Foundation is
deeply concerned about
the impact of COVID-19
on American families.
This year, Toys for Tots
is not waiting until
Christmas to help fami-
lies in need during this
crisis. The group is tak-
ing action now by part-
nering with Good360 to
assist families with the
distribution of 2 million

to area

books, toys and games
across the country.
Steele County Toys
for Tots was the recip-
ient of over 200 books
that were distributed
to schools within Steele
County. The schools
were requested to give
the books out directly to
families to help con-
tribute to the well-be-
ing and educational
development of our

nation’s most precious
resource - our children.
The group’s hope is that
these books will give
children something to
smile about in these un-
certain times, provide

a welcome diversion
and help relieve some of
their anxiety.

The Blooming Prairie
Elementary School was
the first school to receive
a shipment of books.

for Tots donates books
schools

Jacob J. Schwarz, Bloom-
ing Prairie Elemen-

tary School Principal
commented on receiving
this special delivery, “A
sincere thank you for
thinking of our students
of Blooming Prairie
Elementary. Efforts

and actions by people in
your organization help
to give our families hope
and appreciation for the
learning that is to come.”

teacher Emil

SUBMITTED PHOTO.
Second grade teacher Kim Lea, left, and first grade

Henslin accept books on behalf of

Blooming Prairie Elementary School from Steele County
Toys for Tots. They helped to select books for students
based on grade level, interest, as well as for boys or girls.

Local support
hasbeena
blessing to
businesses

BY HOWARD LESTRUD
STAFF WRITER

Business has been
bleak for some Blooming
Prairie business people
who have been closed be-
cause of the coronavirus
pandemic but it has been
“pretty good” for others,
said a business owner.

“Thave been closed
longer than I have been
open,” remarked Kelly
LaMotte, owner of Belle
Blossom Boutique.

LaMotte opened her
boutique on March 7 and
closed it 11 days later on
March 18 due to an exec-
utive order of Gov. Tim
Walz calling for Minne-
sotans to stay home.

Some food establish-
ments in town have
been able to provide
curbside delivery of
their products.

The Pizza Cellar,
Nick’s Prairie Cafe and
the Blooming Prairie
Dairy Queen have
offered curbside delivery
and the response has
been “pretty good,” says
Dairy Queen Owner
Nick Schiefert.

It was speculated that
bars and food establish-
ments would be able to
re-open their businesses
to inside dining effective
Monday, June 1. Gov. Tim
Walz instead said these
establishments could
only operate outdoors in
a patio environment.

Schiefert said he is
not sure if he will open
for outside dining. He
said he has been in dis-
cussion with corporate
Dairy Queen people to
gain some guidance.

Schiefert said he has
been having some diffi-
culty getting the correct
sanitizing solutions.
“Right now, we have been
using bleach,” he says.

Traffic at the Dairy
Queen has been very
heavy. “The first couple
of weeks were tough but
once people got out and
around, our business
picked up,” Schiefert
remarked.

Early into his curb-
side delivery of product,
Schiefert said chicken
strips were popular
throughout the nation.
“That’s because they are
easy to eat in the car,” he
reasoned.

Cars have been
bumper to bumper in the
Dairy Queen lot. Schief-
ert put out traffic control
cones to utilize two
lanes. He said his goal
is always not to have
vehicles stranded in the
street. His hours have
been the same during
the pandemic, 11 a.m. to
9 p.m. but he figures he
will extend the hours to
10 p.m. when school is
officially out.

Business has also
been steady for the Pizza
Cellar/Cue Company.

STAFF PHOTO BY HOWARD LESTRUD.

They are the Blossom Belle girls, Kelly LaMotte and
daughter Lake, 4. Kelly's Blossom Belle Beautique had
been open only 11 days before Gov. Tim Walz issued
an executive order shutting down the businesses
because of the coronavirus pandemic.

STAFF PHOTO BY HOWARD LESTRUD.

The Blooming Prairie Dairy Queen has been a busy
curbside participant since the coronavirus struck in
mid-March. Owner Nick Schiefert said business has
been "pretty good" with cars often bumper to bumper

in the drive-up lanes.

Colette and Tony Lea are
uncertain when they will
re-open for business other
than curbside. The Leas
have been told that they
can only re-open ifit’s
outdoors in a patio setting
and less than 50 people.

Nick Krekelberg of
Nick’s Prairie Cafe is
uncertain as to what his
next step will be.

The Pizza Cellar
has been promoting
daily curbside specials
on Facebook. Their
barbecue ribs have been
avery popular entree
item. Of course, pizza
orders have still been
very busy.

Hair stylists Barb
Kraling of The Cutting
Edge and Emily Lurken
of Emily’s Beauty Bar
are both planning to
open for haircuts and
more when June 1 rolls
along. They have to be
open for 25% of capacity.

Kraling says she
definitely will be open
on Monday, June 1. “I'm
pretty excited to be open
and am a little nervous,
too,” she said.

Lurken says she will
open on Tuesday, June
2. She is typically closed
on Mondays. She has a
license to have a chair in
the Belle Blossom Bou-
tique shop. She had only
been open for five days
when the governor’s
executive order to stay at
home was made.

Kraling has been
cutting hair for 33 years
and has had her shop at
her 128 3rd St. SW loca-
tion for 27 years.

Stylists Kraling and
Lurken will be wearing
‘masks as they perform
their tasks in their salons.

“Lots of people are
ready for shorter hair,
especially with warmer
‘weather upon us,” said
Kraling. “I'm sure I will
be busy and hope their
cranky attitudes will dis-

appear,” she added. “Our
customers will have
masks, too, and they will
be smiling with their
eyes,” Kraling predicts.

“Thave missed
everyone so much and
can't wait to see every-
one again,” Kraling
remarked.

“My phone has been
blowing up with peo-
ple asking when I will
re-open,” Kraling said.
Lurken said she has a
full calendar from April
and May clients.

LaMotte said she
believed she and Lurken
were the only business
people who were fully
shut down at first.

The Blossom Belle
shop reopened Tuesday
of last week for inside
customers. She has been
reeling on online sales
and did do some curb-
side delivery, too.

Jackie Vorlicek,
owner of Prairie Home
Floral, Gifts & Decor,
has been open at her
Main Street location in
phases. She was open
initially as an essential
business, her floral shop.
She was extremely busy
in the early going with
floral deliveries.

On the next phase,
she was able to have cus-
tomers inside her store.
“We have been consis-
tently busy, and I feel
0 blessed to have the
local support we have,”
Vorlicek said.

The local support is
atrue testament to how
small towns support
local establishments,
Vorlicek said.

Linda Klemmensen,
owner of Sportstitch, is
also an example of local
support. She and Jamie
Klemmensen designed
a t-shirt with funds
directed to the Blooming
Prairie Area Chamber
of Commerce and to
specified businesses.

USDA provides assistance to farmers

U.S. Secretary of Ag- service entities, to pur- returns as our nation and face additional
riculture Sonny Perdue chase $3 billion in fresh reopens and recovers. significant marketing
has announced details produce, dairy, and America’s farmers are costs as a result of lower
of the Coronavirus Food ~ meat and deliver boxes resilient and will get demand, surplus pro-
Assistance Program to Americans in need. through this challenge duction, and disruptions
(CFAP), which will “America’s farming just like they always do to shipping patterns and
provide up to $16 billion community is facing with faith, hard work, the orderly marketing of
indirect tode- anunpr and determination.” ities
liver relief to America’s situation as our nation The U.S. Department Farmers and ranch-
farmers and ranchers tackles the coronavi- of Agriculture (USDA), ers will receive direct
impacted by the corona-  rus. President Trump through the Farm support, drawn from
virus pandemic. has authorized USDA Service Agency (FSA), two possible funding

In addition to this di- to ensure our patriotic began accepting appli- sources. The first source
rect support to farmers farmers, ranchers, and cations on May 26 from of funding is $9.5 billion
and ranchers, USDA’s producers are support- agricultural producers in appropriated funding
Farmers to Families ed and we are moving who have suffered losses.  provided in the Coro-
Food Box program is quickly to open appli- Background navirus Aid, Relief,
partnering with region-  cations to get payments CFAP provides vital and Economic Stability
al and local distribu- out the door and into financial assistance to (CARES) Act to compen-
tors, whose workforces the pockets of farmers,”  producers of agricul- sate farmers for losses
have been significantly said Secretary Perdue. tural commodities who due to price declines
impacted by the closure “These payments will have suffered a five- that occurred between
of many restaurants, help keep farmers afloat  percent-or-greater price
hotels, and other food while market demand decline due to COVID-19 SEE USDA PROVIDES, AS
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BY RICK BUSSLER
PUBLISHER

Seven workers
have been placed on
furlough status after
action taken May 20
by the Steele County
Board.

County Adminis-
trator Scott Golberg
said the seven work-
ers were furloughed
as of Saturday, May
23. The furloughs
are expected to last
90 days, though they
could be shorter if
need arises for the
workers to come back
to work, he said.

The furloughs in-
clude three employees
in the detention cen-
ter, three in parks and
recreation and one in
community correc-
tions. All but one of
the employees are full
time. They will be
eligible for unemploy-
ment benefits.

“It’s the start of
a payroll reduction
strategy based on
current workloads,”
Golberg said.

Golberg said

Seven county
workers placed
on furlough status

furloughs are differ-
ent than layoffs as
furloughs are flexible
and temporary. Asked
iflayoffs could eventu-
ally be on the horizon,
he replied: “It’s hard
to say at this point.”
The furloughs,
Golberg said, are just
one way of reducing
expenses in light of an
estimated $1 million
revenue deficit for
county services due to
the COVID-19 crisis.
He pointed out the
county is suffering
shortfalls with fees,
sales tax, reimburse-
ments and rentals.
The county has
also implemented a
hiring freeze for other
positions. Golberg
estimated there were
less than 10 positions
currently not being
filled. He said the
positions are looked at
on an individual basis
and that no essential
jobs like public safety
‘would go unfilled.
Golberg said the

SEE SEVEN COUNTY, AS
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Owatonna company
produces face masks

Life Fitness, the employees.
global leader in Life Fitness plans
ial fitness to e tens
equipment, with man- of thousands more
ufacturing plants in across its global man-
Owatonna and Ramsey,  ufacturing footprint.
has anew InMi Life Fit-
initiative to produce ness has donated 450
and sell non-medical, face coverings to the
reusable face coverings ~ Owatonna Healthcare
in its global manufac- Campus, CountrySide
turing plants. Care Center, Tradi-
The Life Fitness tions Care Center, and
branded face cover- Timberdale Trace
ings are available to Assisted Living.
purchase in packs of Additionally, 560 face
25 on the company’s coverings produced in
website. For every Ramsey were donat-
pack of 25 sold through  ed to an area highly
June 18, Life Fitness affected by the coro-
will donate $1 per face navirus, Mount Sinai
covering to No Kid South Nassau and St.
Hungry in the United Barnabas Hospital in
States to help provide New York.
children with meals The reusable face
they need during coverings will be pro-
school closures. duced in Life Fitness
This initiative plants in Minnesota,
builds on Life Fitness” Kentucky and Hunga-
previous COVID-19 ry. As fitness facilities
response. Since March,  begin to open in the
Life Fitness plants in community, many are
the U.S. (Owatonnaand  looking to provide face
Ramsey and Falmouth,  coverings for their
Ky.), and international-  staff and exercisers to
ly (Kisk?r?s, Hungary) ensure proper safety
have produced and measures and align
donated over 10,000 with local directives;
face coverings for local Life Fitness hopes to as-
healthcare workers, sist these facilities with
communities, and its providing this option.
[ ] [ ]
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BY RICK BUSSLER
PUBLISHER

It may be unsettling
times right now, but a
community organiza-
tion in Ellendale is in
the spirit of giving.

Over the past few
weeks, the Community
Foundation of Ellen-
dale has given out two
grants to help in some
big ways.

The first grant was
awarded to the City of
Ellendale for $15,000
for the kitchen reno-
vation project at the
community center.
The city is also plan-
ning to kick in another
$12,000 to the project,
according to Stephanie
Kibler, who serves on
the city council.

Other funds and
donations have been
raised over the past
year for the project,
which is expected to
cost about §45,000.

With the large do-
nations, Kibler expects
the kitchen project to
begin as early as next
month. She said an
overhaul of the kitchen
is long overdue as ev-
erything except for the
appliances is original
from the early 1970s.

Kibler said the deteri-
orating condition of the
kitchen has actually
deterred many groups
and organizations from
wanting to utilize the
facility in recent years.
“It’s definitely in need,”
she said.

The CFE has also

Hometown Livi
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Ellendale group awards big grants

awarded a grant of
$1,250 to the Ellendale
Area Food Shelf. The
Southern Minnesota Ini-
tiative Fund Kicked in
a4-to-1 matching grant
match totaling $5,000.
Kibler said the food
shelf has been experi-
encing a substantial
increase in usage since
the COVID-19 outbreak
began in March. An
additional 22 families
have been utilizing the
food shelf. The reasons
for the increase are un-
employed workers and
families being shel-
tered at home while
eating more, she said.
In April, the food
shelf provided needy
families with 5,500
pounds of food. The to-
tal number of families

served was 95 through-
out the month.

Kibler said the
additional funds will
allow the food shelf to
purchase more food.

Donations to CFE
come from donors with-
in Ellendale or others
who have ties to the
community, Kibler said.
Companies have also
made donations in the
past. Last year a single
private donor matched
up to $10,000 in other
donations, she added.

CFE strives to
strengthen and en-
hance the Ellendale
area today and for
future generations. The
group invests in people,
programs and organi-
zations that transform
lives in the community.
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Father Sauer to
leave Owatonna

STAFF PHOTO BY HOWARD LESTRUD

The Rev. Mike Walerius of First Lutheran Church, Blooming Prairie, his wife Tiffany and their son Josh
encourage friends to Honk if they love First Lutheran Church. Sunday School teachers were on the church
lawn, waving to a parade of students and their parents.

First Lutheran Sunday School
kids, teachers re-connect

BY HOWARD LESTRUD
STAFF WRITER

The coronavirus
pandemic has side-
lined many church
activities, including
Sunday School.

But that hasn’'t
stopped Blooming
Prairie’s First Lu-
theran Church from
re-connecting with
its Sunday School
students.

A parade of sorts
was choreographed
by Melissa Stoen,
director of children’s
ministry at First Lu-
theran Church. It was
originally planned to
take place on Sunday
following the 9a.m.
church service. Cold,
dreary weather moved
the parade to May 20
from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.

Teachers gathered
in the north parking
lot and held a variety of
signs. Some said, “Miss
You” and others said,
“Have a good summer.”

“Let your light shine™
was another message
placed on a sign.

Fifteen vehicles,
including a couple of
convertibles, carried
the Sunday School
students past their
teachers.

Stoen, wearing a
mask, gave a special
gift to each of the Sun-
day School students.

First Lutheran’s
Sunday School pro-
gram targets 130 kids.
Stoen said she will be
directing an online

vacation Bible School
starting with materials
pickup on June 7.

The materials will
include a t-shirt, activ-
ities for the week and
Facebook Live with Pas-
tors Heidi Heimgartner
and Mike Walerius.

STAFF PHOTO BY HOWARD LESTRUD
Three Blooming Prairie High School seniors show their caring signs to First
Lutheran Church Sunday School students. From left, are Sunday School teachers
Julia Worke, Baylee Sorenson and Riauna Bishop.

People’s Press cuts back publication

What once had been  state and national has also impacted us,”
a daily newspaper for economies and the he added.
Steele County is now newspaper industry is In July 2013, the Peo-
cutting back its publi- accelerating our plans ple’s Press combined
cation schedule again. to concentrate more the Saturday edition

‘The Owatonna Peo- of our resources on with the Sunday edi-
ple’s Press announced our digital products,” tion to come out with
last week that effective  Publisher Steve Fisher  one combined Weekend
June 1 it will no longer wrote. He said in addi- edition on Saturday.
publish a Friday edi- tion to the significant Up until that time, the
tion, making it a four- revenue disruptions of ~ newspaper had been
day a week ’ the ic, newspa- i six daysa
The same will happen pers were already ex- week for many decades.
with the newspaper’s periencing advertising The People’s Press
sister publication, the revenue challenges by has experienced steep
Faribault Daily News. the changes in con- readership declines in

“The effects of sumer patterns. “The recent years. About 10
COVID-19 on the local, rise of online retailing years ago, the circula-

[ ] [ ] [ ]

tion was around 7,800.
According to the most
recent numbers pro-
vided by the Minneso-
ta Newspaper Associa-
tion, the People’s Press
has a circulation of
4,626.

On the other hand,
readership of the Steele
County Times, a week-
ly publication, has
grown significantly
during that same time
period.

The People’s Press
is owned by Adams
Publishing Group.

The Dio- most of our
cese of Wino- priests have
na-Rochester more than one
has reassigned parish.”
along-time The Diocese
priest serving plan switched
Steele County. Litomysl from

Father John  Father Sauer  the Owaton-
Sauer of Sacred na cluster
Heart Catholic Church to a group including
in Owatonna will begin Blooming Prairie and
anew pastorate in Hayfield. Father John
Rochester on July 1. Wilmot now serves Lito-

Sauer came to mysl as well as the other
Owatonna in 2008, and two congregations.
he served as pastor at Changes within the
both Sacred Heart and Diocese in recent years
Holy Trinity Church at have taken place due
Litomysl. In June 2019, to changing economics
he left Litomysl as part and demographics.
of the Diocese’s larger Sacred Heart, which
plan to meet the needs is a congregation of
of Catholic congrega- about 1,000 families, of-
tions throughout south- fers four Masses every
ern Mi weekend, including a

At the time, Sauer Spanish service.
said he was going to Sauer was ordained
miss Holy Trinity, but in 1985. Prior to coming
‘welcomed the idea of to Steele County, he
being able to just focus served in Winona and
on one congregation. “It ~ Austin.
certainly is going to be ‘The new pastor for
different to be able to Sacred Heart will be
focus all my time and Father Swami Pothired-
energy on one parish,” dy, who is presently
he said last June. “It’s pastor at Sacred Heart
kind of a blessing as in Adams.

Clerk replacement
for Ellendale on hold

BY RICK BUSSLER
PUBLISHER

Filling the vacant
city clerk’s position
in Ellendale has been
placed on hold for now.

The Ellendale City
Council has decided
to hold off on hiring a
city clerk for at least
six months. The target
date at this time is to
have a replacement by
September.

“We want to get the
office more organized
before bringing some-
one on,” said Stephanie
Kibler, city council
member.

The city clerk
became vacant in late
February when Tiffany
Krueger accepted a new
job with the University
of Minnesota Extension.
She had been on the job
for less than a year.

The council has
named Kim Zimprich
as acting clerk until a
new clerk can be hired.
Zimprich has been
with the city for several
years as assistant city
clerk. She is currently
working about 30 hours
per week. In her previ-

ous role, she had been
only working 14 hours

T week.

Steve Engle, who
serves on the city coun-
cil, has stepped up to
assist Zimprich in a role
as temporary assistant
clerk. Engle is not being
compensated for the
position, according to
Kibler. “He has taken it
on as part of his council
duties,” she said.

The city posted the
clerk’s position within
a week of Krueger leav-
ing the job. Kibler said
the city “did not get a
significant number” of
applicants in its initial
search. She said the city
will contact the appli-
cants they did receive
later this fall when the
position is reposted.

In its initial posting,
the city sought a candi-
date with five years of
experience in account-
ing and bookkeeping,
including payroll
experience, and at least
two years of experi-
ence using a business
accounting program.
The city also would like
someone with previous
supervisory experience.

Be like a beagle,
not a shark'

Steele Talkin®
STEPHANIE KIBLER

Beagles are notori-
ously gentle and friend-
ly, as well as curious
and loving. They tend
to be “happy-go-lucky™
and loyal with soulful
expressions. As a breed,
they were meant to
work together in packs,
and as a result they get
along well with other
dogs and humans.

During the difficult
time we currently find
ourselves in, there are
moments when it is
easy to become frus-
trated with the “new
normal” and with those

in leadership roles who
are making the tough
decisions. We are seeing
this in social media
posts, protests, and in
general conversations
with each other, I have
even witnessed it with
customers interacting
with front line work-
ers. It is also easy to
get frustrated with all
of the media hype and
positive “we are all in
this together” advertis-
ing blitz.

And, we have every
right to be frustrated.
From kindergarteners
who miss their teachers
to seniors missing out on
rites of passage. From
our family members in
care facilities who we
have not been able to
sit face-to-face with to
grandparents wanting
nothing more than to
hug a grandchild. Our
small businesses are
suffering, our desire for

SEE BE LIKE A BEAGLE, A8
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Deciding
What to Do in
Retirement

Puairie Manor>
< ConConer

Brought to you by:
220 3rd St. NW,
Blooming Prairie

583-4434

Prairie Manor Care Center
& Heather Haus

Dear Savvy Senior: I just turned 62 and am
financially prepared for retirement, but I'm less
certain about how to spend my time after leaving

History from the News Archives

10 Years Ago
June 1, 2010
RICK L. BUSSLER, PUBLISHER

This year’s BPHS senior class
had an awesome year as Blos-
soms. There were many high
points throughout the year for
the 55 graduating seniors. One
of the greatest achievements was
the Blossom football team mak-
ing it to the state tournament at
the Metrodome, the farthest any
team has gone. Another high-
light is currently unfolding as
the softball team has captured
the section title and headed for
state play. It is important to note

work. Can you some resources or tool
that can help me with this?
--Feeling Lost

Dear Lost: This is a great question! Many
people, when asked what they want to do when
they retire, will say they want a mix of travel,
play and meaningful work. Specifics, however,
tend to be few and far between. But planning
how to fill your time in retirement is just as
important as the financial planning aspect. Here
are some resources that can help.

Online Tools

A good starting point to figuring out what you
want to do in retirement is at LifeReimagined.
aarp.org. This is an AARP website (you don’t
have to be a member to use it) that can help you
rediscover what truly matters to you and focus
on what you really want to do. It offers a vari-
ety of free online exercises and programs that
will hopefully spark some ideas and give you
inspiration.

Encore.org is another good resource that
helps people who are seeking work that matters
in the second half of life. Click on “Resources”
on the menu bar and download their free Encore
Guide, and consider purchasing a copy of their
“Encore Career Handbook” (available at Ama-
zon.com or BN.com for $10.50) by Marci Alboher,
which is excellent.

Also check out the free E-book called “The
Age for Change,” which can help answer the
question: “What now?” You can download this at
ComingOfAge.org.

And, if you've never taken a personality test
before, this too can be a good tool to help you fig-
ure out what type of activities or work you'd like
to do. A good option for this is the Myers-Briggs
Type Indicator assessment, which you can take
online at MBTIcomplete.com for $50.

Personalized Guidance

If you want personalized help, you can also
get one-on-one guidance from a retirement or
life planning coach. Some resources that can
help you here include LifePlanningForYou.com,
which has a free exercise called EVOKE to help
identify a path that might suit you best in later
life, and provides a directory to registered life
planners to help guide you.

Also see: RetirementOptions.com, which
will connect you with a retirement coach who
will give you an assessment to help reveal your
attitudes and opinions about work, family life,
relationships, leisure time and more. And the
LifePlanningNetwork.org, which is a group of
professionals and organizations that help people
navigate the second half of life. You can also find
life and retirement coaching at the International
Coach Federation at CoachFederation.org.

Coaching sessions typically range from $75
to $300 or more, and usually require four to six
sessions to get the most out of the process.

Other Resources

If you're primarily interested in volunteering,
finding a retirement job or even starting a busi-
ness when you retire, there are lots of resources
that can help here too.

For volunteering, PointsOfLight.org, Volun-
teerMatch.org and SeniorCorps.govand help you
search for opportunities, or even create one on
your own.

To look for job ideas, sites like Retirement-
Jobs.com, Workforce50.com and RetiredBrains.
com list thousands of jobs nationwide from com-
panies that are actively seeking older workers.
FlexJobs.com can help you find good work-at-
home jobs. CoolWorks.com and BackDoorJobs.
com are great for locating seasonal or summer
Jjobs in great places. Or to search for freelance
opportunities in a wide variety of areas, there’s
Elance.com and Guru.com.

Send your senior questions to: Savvy
Senior, P.O. Box 5443, Norman, OK 73070 or
visit Savvysenior.org. Jim Miller is a contrib-
utor to the NBC Today Show and author of
"The Savvy Senior" book.

SEVEN COUNTY: workers
placed on furlough status smons

county has also put a rently “sitting on a big
freeze on expenses re- pot of money” to help
lated to training, travel  out with COVID-19
and office supplies. emergencies. The

“We will be monitor-  state legislature hasn't
ing expenditures and decided how to spend
revenue to see if we that money. Golberg
have to take more steps  is hoping some of that
to offset the loss of rev- money will eventually
enues,” said Golberg. trickle down to local
“We will be monitoring  governments like
revenues month to Steele County.
month,” he added. Golberg also hopes

One of the wild the federal govern-
cards for the county ment will relax the
is the federal stimulus eligibility for stimulus
money through the money. “We are lobby-
CARES Act. Golberg ing for more relaxed
said the state is cur- criteria,” he said.

ic honors as well. Aman-
da Wanous was named 2010
valedictorian and Tim Boecker
was named salutatorian. These
two fine individuals are to be
commended for their scholastic
achievements. A simple message
for the graduates — You have your
diploma, hope you use it to your
best advantage and make a name
for yourself no matter what you
choose to do in life.

After 31 years of teaching kin-
dergarten in School District 756,
Blooming Prairie will soon lose
one of their most beloved teach-
ers, Ann Clausen. Mrs. Clausen
of Independence, Iowa started
her career in 1972 in Dyersville,
Iowa. She married Neil Clau-
sen in 1974 and his job transfer
brought them to Blooming Prai-
rie. After teaching in Ellendale
for three years, she came to the
Blooming Prairie Elementary
to teach kindergarten where
she has been loved for the past
three decades. “Ilove it! They
are so open to learning and fun
to teach,” she said. “I can start
them (in learning) and watch
them at least through sixth
grade.” What will I miss most she
answered, “Laughter, innocence
and love. Love for each other and
love of learning. Hugs, notes and
pictures.”

With three players in the top
ten individuals, the Blossom boys
won the sub-section golf meet.
Jordon Ressler and Soren Peter-
son shared the No. 4 individual
score of 83 over 18 holes, Dylan
Hatch finished sixth with 84 and
C J Hein tied for eighth with an
88. The girls also earned a trip to
the section by finishing second.
BP’s Erin Johnson took third
individual with a 103, missing
second by a tie-breaker.

20 Years Ago
May 30,2000
ELSIE SLINGER, PUBLISHER

BPHS instructor Art Gust’s
accounting class put their
lessons to good use when they

opened their own business, made
a profit, paid back the school for
costs incurred and received a
grade for their efforts. Students
who took part in this business
adventure were: Jim Bissell, Co-
rey Wencl, Bryce Schlichter, Jake
Lembke, Ryan Stebbins, Brian
Spinler, Stephanie Ruhter, Eric
Prihoda, Sam Wencl, Luke Sw-
enson, Samantha Zwiener, Missy
Avery, Sara Anderson, Heather
Bass and Jessica Callahan.
Ladies Day: Golf winners:
1# - Dona Gullickson, Bernice
Stender, Dee Ebling; 2" Marg
‘Wead, Phyllis Dandelet, Jackie
Olson; Chip-ins, Jackie Olson
and Dee Ebling. Bridge win-
ners: High, Marilyn Heinz; 2™,
Phyllis Dandelet; 3, Jackie
Olson; Low, Joan VanWyck. 500
winners: 1%, Ruth Garness; Tied
for 27 & 3¢, Mary Christianson
and Ione Cole.
A few things you were not
taught in high school:
1. Life is not fair. Get used to it.
2. The world won't care about
your self-esteem as much as
your school does.
3.If you think your teacher
was tough, wait till you get a
boss.
4. Life is not divided into
semesters. You don’t get sum-
mers off.
5. TV is not real life, in real
life people actually leave the
coffee shops and go to jobs.
6. Be nice to nerds. Chances
are you will end up working
for nerds.
7. Get up when you fall down.
Michael Jordan missed the
basket 9000 times and lost
300 games. He was trusted to
take the game winning shot 26
times and missed. Over and
over again, he said “I failed.”
That’s what it costs to succeed.

50 Years Ago
May 271970
VICTOR, VERNON & VRYLE
KREJCI, PUBLISHERS

Newly elected officers of the
Blooming Prairie FFA Chapter
are Ed Butler, President; Gary
Schultz, Vice President; Dennis
Heimerman, Secretary; Dale
Hensrud, Treasurer; Donn Ol-
son, reporter; Dean Heimerman,
Sentinel. The officers will serve
from May 1970 through April
1971.

David Ressler scored a hole-
in-one at the Blooming Prairie
Country Club recently. He is the
fourth golfer to record an “ace™
at the local course. He scored
his hole-in-one on No. 9 using an
8iron from the tee for his shot
to the hole 1654 yards away. It
was witnessed by fellow players
Paul Stollard and two men from
Owatonna.

Blooming Prairie Legion-
naires and Veterans of Foreign
Wars members, along with the
auxiliary member of both organi-
zations, are invited to again join
in the traditional breakfast on
Memorial Day, Saturday, May 30,
in the Servicemen’s Club room.
Serving will start at 7:30. Follow-
ing the breakfast all ex-service-
men and auxiliary members are
asked to participate in the Memo-
rial Day observance to be held at
the Blooming Prairie cemetery.

75 Years Ago

May 31,1945
FRANK KREJCI, PUBLISHER

Times staff member, Pfc. Vyrle
Krejci, serving our country has
been assigned to Headquarters
Company U.C. Comp Air Staff
SHAEF. Krejci was in some of the
heaviest engagements against
the Germans and was confined to
a hospital in England for nearly
five months as a result due to an
extremely bad case of trench feet.

National Baby Week helps
to focus attention on our babies
and the best ways of caring
for and feeding these precious
bundles. It is a good opportunity
to review the principle changes
in infant feeding practices in
the past twenty years. Cod liver
was started at two months, now
it is begun in the first month.

It was given only in the winter
when there was little sunshine,
but is now recommended all
year round. Nor nearly as many
babies received it in the past

as now. Rickets was common
especially in cities; now it is rare
disease. Babies on breast milk or
raw milk were not given orange
juice until the seventh or eighth
month; now all babies are started
any time after the second or
third week. As a result, there is
now only an occasional case of
scurvy.

A warm, sunny day was per-
fect staging for the Otto T. Lund
post American Legionnaires first
horse circus - the Western Horse
Show at Victory Park on Deco-
ration Day. Cash prizes totaling
$275.00 attracted owners of high-
ly educated horses to enter their
steeds and compete. They came
from a wide area. Forty-two head
of the best and most valuable
saddle horses ever to be placed
on exhibition in southern Min-
nesota took part in the highly
entertaining afternoon’s pro-
gram. A crowd of conservatively
estimated at over 2000 people
taxed seating and parking space
at Victory Park. Long before
the parade started, the business
district and streets were lined
with interested spectators ready
to view the unique and colorful
equestrian performance.

Pedestrian signals activated on Oak Avenue

Construction crews The new pedestri- or bicyclist crossing the Pedestrians are
installed and activated an signal system has street. reminded, even with
anew pedestrian signal  yellow pedestrian and Per Minnesota the beacons flashing,
system on Oak Avenue bicycle warning signs, statutes, the driver of that they should be sure
at its intersection with along with rapid rectan-  a vehicle shall stop to vehicles are stopping
School Street. The gular flashing beacons. yield the right-of-way to  before moving into the
signal, installed as part ~ Before crossing the a pedestrian crossing path of the vehicles.
of the ongoing Steele street, pedestrians the roadway. The driver For updates on this
County improvement should activate the bea- must remain stopped or other Steele County
project on Oak Avenue, cons by pushing a but- until the pedestrian Highway construction
will improve pedestri- ton. The beacons then has passed the lane in projects, visit: Www.
an safety at the inter- alert motorists of the which the vehicle is co.steele.mn.us/high-
section. presence of a pedestrian  stopped. way_construction.

USDA PROVIDES: assistarice to farmers mons

mid-January 2020, and will be made based 50% milk production for the farming, ranching or
‘mid-April 2020 and of a producer’s 2019 total first quarter of calendar  forestry-related activi-
provides support for spe-  production or the 2019 year 2020 multiplied by ties. Producers must also
cialty crops for product inventory as of Jan. 15, anational price decline be in compliance with
that had been shipped 2020, whichever is small-  during the same quar- Highly Erodible Land
from the farm between er, multiplied by the ter. The second part of and Wetland Conserva-
the same time period commodity’s applicable the payment is based a tion provisions.

but subsequently spoiled  payment rates. national adjustment to Producers can apply
due to loss of marketing Livestock each producer’s produc-  for assistance beginning
channels. The second Livestock eligible for tion in the first quarter. on May 26. Addition-
funding source uses CFAP include cattle, There is a payment al information and

the Commodity Credit lambs, yearlings and limitation of $250,000 per  application forms can
Corporation Charter Act  hogs. The total payment person or entity for all be found at farmers.

to compensate producers ~ will be using itie: i gov/cfap. Producers of
for $6.5 billion in losses the sum of the produc- Applicants who are cor- all eligible commodities
due to on-going market er’s number of livestock porations, limited liabil- will apply through their

disruptions. sold between January 15 ity companies or limited local FSA office. Doc-
Non-specialty crops and April 15, 2020, mul- partnerships may quali- umentation to support
eligible for CFAP pay- tiplied by the payment fy for additional payment  the producer’s applica-
ments include malting rates per head, and the limits where members tion and certification
barley, canola, corn, up- highest inventory num- actively provide personal  may be requested. FSA
land cotton, millet, oats, ber of livestock between labor or personal man- has streamlined the
soybeans, sorghum, sun-  April 16 and May 14, agement for the farming signup process to not
flowers, durum wheat, 2020, multiplied by the operation. Producers require an acreage
and hard red spring payment rate per head. will also have to certify report at the time of
‘wheat. Wool is also eli- Dairy they meet the Adjusted application and a USDA
gible. Producers will be For dairy, the total Gross Income limitation farm number may not
paid based on inventory payment will be calcu- 0f $900,000 unless at least ~ be immediately needed.
subject to pricerisk held  lated based on a pro- 75% or more of their Applications will be ac-
as of Jan. 15. A payment ducer’s certification of income is derived from cepted through Aug. 28.
[ J ([ J [ J [ J
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BLOTTER

SPOTLIGHT

BLOTTER SPOTLIGHT: At12:18 p.
occurred in the 1600 block of Cedar Ave. S.

, a hit and run accident resulting in property damage

Never forgotten

Hamilton. He then told but he pulled Officer Officer Mathew Hamil-
Miller to take him off Miller down to him and ton. This list included
and lock him up. told him in a feeble voice four fallen heroes from
Both officers went in that he was going to die Dodge County:
- and took hold of him, and as soon as they gotto  « Hayfield Marshal Ole
Behind The Badge but the homeless man, the house to send for his Havey - End of Watch
SHERIFF SCOTTROSE  who was large and brother and sister. 12/28/1905
- powerful, resisted, and They carried Officer « Claremont Police Chief
they called another Hamilton into the house Greg Lange - End of
man in the baggage from the busand gothim ~ Watch 07/05/1988
It was Dec. 3, winter room to help them. on the floor, and while « Hayfield Police Chief
setting in along the ‘When they reached the fixing some pillows un- Doug Claassen - End of
busy Mississippi River door the man caught der him, he passed away ‘Watch 03/15/1999
town. It was 12:15a.m., Hamilton by the throat from an apparent heart + Dodge County Captain
and Winona Police Offi- choking him. Herman attack during the fight. Loring Guenther - End
cer Mathew Hamilton, was behind and gaveall ~ He had been ill for a few of Watch 9/10/2013
the town’s night watch three a shove and they weeks struggling with Due to the COVID-19
and special police- all went out and fell on heart related issues. pandemic and Gover-
man, was walking his the platform outside. This night he felt better nor’s Executive Order,
beat downtown. As he Hamilton called to and was his first night the Foundation pre-re-
walked into the waiting Miller to strike theman,  back on duty after being corded the annual SE
room of the Winonaand  but Miller hesitated. As ill. Fellow officers said, MN Law Enforcement
St. Peter Railroad depot,  the man continued to when in good health, he Memorial Program for
he found a man lying choke Hamilton, Miller was apowerfulmanand  National Law Enforce-
asleep on one of the eventually hit him to seldom met any custom- ment Week honoring
seats. Hamilton woke make him let loose. He ers he was not able to these great men. The
the man and told himto  let go, then, and Mr. handle. video was released on
get up and let others sit Hamilton raised himself Officer Hamilton May 18. The link to this
down. The man refused  up and said: “I am gone, was 51 years old and memorial video is on
to move, and Hamilton Miller. I can’t do any survived by his wife the Foundation website
got him on his feet and more to help you” and and two children. at www.lawenforce-
called fellow Officer stepped back. At that He was the first mentmemorial.org.
Miller to assist getting time Hamilton knew he documented Line of Remember, it’s not
the man outside. was in trouble from the Duty Death in southeast ~ how these men died that
Officer Miller asked assault. Hamilton took Minnesota. The year made them heroes, it's
the man, who appeared Miller by the hand and ‘was 1874. how they lived.
intoxicated, where he said, “Miller, don’t leave Fast-forward 146 NEVER FORGOT-
wanted to go and he me. 'm dying. Get me years. The Law En-
said, to Trempealeau. home if you can.” forcement Memorial Your Sheriff,
Miller told him that if he Officer Miller and four ~ Foundation of SE MN Scott
would behave himselfhe  or five other mencameto  honored 31 fallen law
might get to go back and assist carrying Hamilton  enforcement heroes Scott Rose is the
sit down. The man went to the omnibus. On the from 21 different agen- Dodge County Sheriff.
back and commenced way to Hamilton’s home cies in SE Minnesota He is currently serving
swearing and abusing he could not speak loud, last week, including his second term.
COURT NEWS controlled substance citation in the 2100 from 5" St. and Park
Steele County use, do not enter liquor block of Bridge St. W. at Ave. in Ellendale at
establishments, Ignition  11:15 a.m. 8:43 a.m.
The following Interlock program, Domestic: Police May 16
misdemeanors and chemical dependency responded to a Arrest: Deputies
petty misdemeanors evaluation, attend domestic disturbance arrested a motorist

were heard in Steele
County District Court the
week of May 11 - 17

MN DEPT. OF
NATURAL RESOURCES
Antonio Vielma
Gonzalez, 25, Owatonna,
take fish without angling
license, $175.

MN STATE PATROL
ROCHESTER

Norma Armendariz, 50,
Owatonna, speeding,
$115; Eric M. Boelter, 31,
Eagan, speeding, $215;
Anthony B. Boyd, 37,
Owatonna, hands free
violation, $125; Tina J.
Brase, 34, Owatonna,
speeding, $215; Joshua E.
Brown, 19, Chanhassen,
speeding, $125; Payton F.
Hinchley, 23, Owatonna,
seat belt, $100; Benjamin
E. Jensen, 24, Urbandale,
IA, speeding, $115; Rose
K. Johnson, 20, Blooming
Prairie, speeding, $125;
Rachel A. Norgaard, 32,
St. Paul, speeding, $135;
Emmanuel D. Railey, 40,
Des Moines, IA, speeding,
$125; Brady J. Schmahl,
20, Waseca, speeding,
$215; Nathan D.
Schroeder, 21, Ellsworth,
Wi, speeding, $125.

OWATONNA POLICE
DEPARTMENT

Casey J. Batterson,
25, Owatonna, failure
to stop for school bus,
stay of adjudication,
75, diversion program
and 2 years of
supervised probation;
Damian J. Hortop-
Rocha, 23, Margate, FL,
controlled substance
and disorderly conduct,
$131, 3 days in county
jail, no possession
of firearms, maintain
employment, cognitive
skill training, anger
management, obtain
permission to leave the
state and 2 years of
supervised probation;
Roger W. May, 44,
Owatonna, DWI, $224,
30 days in county
jail, no alcohol or

MADD impact

panel, 224 hours of
community service
and 2 years of
supervised probation;
Autumn R. Olson, 18,
Medford, possession
of marijuana and
paraphernalia, $275;
Mercedez C. Rocha, 20,
Brainerd, theft, $110.46.

STEELE COUNTY

SHERIFF'S OFFICE
Alex A. Ahiman, 29,
Waseca, registration
violation, stay of
adjudication, $300 and
1 year of unsupervised
monitoring without
adjudication; Douglas
J. Betlach, 58, Mt.
Dora, FL, speeding,
$135; Pedro C. Brito,
42, Faribault, revoked
license, $275; John B.
Cramer, 54, Medford,
burning of rubber, $275;
Mary P. Cramer, 49,
Medford, burning during
a ban and burning of
rubber, $375; Gilberto
E. Ortiz, 55, New
Hope, speeding, $115;
Tate J. Peterson, 21,
Owatonna, speeding,
$1185; Britt M. Schons,
44, Madison Lake,
speeding, $125.

POLICE BLOTTER
Steele County

OWATONNA POLICE
May 15
Crash: Paramedics and
officers responded to a
motor vehicle accident
with injuries in the 2100
block of Bridge St. W. at
1:36 p.m.
May 16
Intoxication: Officers
responded to an
intoxicated subject in
the 100 block of Main
St.E.at 12:22 a.m.
Disturbance: Police
responded to a
disturbance in the 1800
block of Cedar Ave. S. at
7:26 a.m. They issued a
citation.
Shoplifting: Officer
issued a shoplifting

at Cedar Ave. S. and
Prospect St. E. at 4:13
p.m. They arrested a
subject at the scene.
May 17

Assault: Police arrested
a subject following an
assault in the 500 block
of Oak Ave. S. at 9:11 p.m.
May 18

Shoplifting: At 3:45
p.m., a shoplifting
incident occurred in the
3900 block of Cabela
Dr. NW.

Theft: Officer took a
theft report in the 2200
block of 46" St. NW at
7:49 p.m.

May 19

Stolen Property: Police
arrested a subject for
being in possession of
stolen property in the
2300 block of 43" st.
NW at 1:17 a.m.
Arrest: Police arrested
amotorist during a
traffic stop at Grove
Ave. S. and Phelps St. E.
at 2:02 a.m.

DWI: Officer made a
DWI arrest at Cedar
Ave. N. and Front St. E.
at 3:39 a.m.

Crash: Paramedics and
officers responded to a
motor vehicle accident
resulting in injuries at
McKinley St. SW and
Oak Ave. S. at 8:32 a.m.
Fraud: Officer took
areport of a fraud
incident in the 2400
block of Bridge St. W. at
10:33 a.m.

Theft: Police received
a theft report from the
1700 block of Prairie
Lane NE at 11:37 a.m.

an investigation of a
burglary in the 200
block of Rose St. E. at

12:27 p.m.
Hit and Run: At 12:34
p.m., a hit and run
accident occurred at 12"
St. NE and EIm Ave. N.

STEELE COUNTY
SHERIFF
May 15
Child Protection:
Deputies received a
child protection report

during a traffic stop

on Interstate 35 in
Somerset Township at
112 am.

May 17

Domestic: Deputies
responded to a
domestic disturbance in
the 6900 block of Rose
St. in Havana Township
at 9:33 p.m.

May 18

Vandalism: Property
damage was reported
in the 6600 block of
Lemond Road in Lemond
Township at 8:10 a.m.
Animal: At 6:53 p.m., an
animal bite occurred in
the 700 block of 3 Ave.
SE in Medford.

Arrest: Deputies
arrested a motorist
during a traffic stop

on Interstate 35 in
Somerset Township at
10:16 p.m.

May 19

Warrant: Deputy made
awarrant arrest at the
detention center at 4:35
am.

DWI: Deputies arrested
a motorist for driving
while intoxicated in the
8500 block of Crane
Creek Road in Meriden
Township at 7:55 p.m.
May 20

Child Protection:
Deputies received

a child protection
report from the 8100
block of Highway 30

E. in Blooming Prairie
Township at 5:43 p.m.
Theft: Deputy took a
theft report in the 6300
block of 73" St. SE in
Aurora Township at
6:04 p.m.

ARRESTS
Steele County

OWATONNA POLICE
Alicia Renaye Crawford,
19, arrested at 5:15
p.m. May 16, felony
domestic assault/
assault, held for court.
Blas Obed Varela Jr., 21,
arrested at 8:46 a.m. May
17, domestic assault/
assault and probation

CRIME BRIEF

Woman charged in
domestic incident

A woman got out of
faces a felony the vehicle,
charge in Crawford al-
connection legedly began
witha [/ - hitting him,
domestic knocked
incident him to the
involving a ground and
vehicle and knocked his
her boy- Alicia Crawford ~ glasses off.
friend. When the

Alicia Crawford, man retrieved his
19, of Owatonna glasses, Crawford is
has been charged accused of driving
with second-degree the car over a curb
assault, whichisafel-  toward the victim.
ony, and two counts He jumped out of the
of misdemeanor way to avoid being hit
domestic assault. The  and she left the scene.
charges arise from an A witness corrob-
incident May 16 inthe  orated the vehicle
area of Cedar Avenue  incident, indicating
and Prospect Street. Crawford drove at

Police received a the victim at least
report from a male two times, according
victim that he had to police. Tire tracks
been assaulted by leftin the grass and
Crawford. The victim sidewalk also sup-
said an argument took  ported the incident.
place on the way back Officers put Craw-
from a fishing trip. ford in jail for the

As the victim incident.

A helpmg hand

of Blooming P

STAFF PHOTO BY HOWARD LESTRUD
On May 18, Blooming Prairie First Responders
were dispatched to the scene on the west side

ie after a 911 call reported

someone was unresponsive at a local residence.
An ambulance then took an individual to the
Blooming Prairie Ambulance Garage. A Mayo
One helicopter landed near the ambulance
garage and then took the victim to a Rochester
hospital. It was reportedly a medical emergency.

violation warrant arrest,
held for court.

Jhovani Garcia Pina, 18,
arrested at 10 p.m. May
17, felony assault, held
for court.

Jamie Knutson, 42,
arrested at 4 a.m. May
19, warrant arrest, held
for court.

Jacob Skyler Farless, 28,
arrested at 1:39 a.m. May
19, felony possession of
a stolen motor vehicle,
held for court.

Adam Jeremiah Holm,
22, arrested on May 19,
false name, obstruction
of legal process and
possession of marijuana
and paraphernalia, held
for court.

Jason Daniel House,

39, arrested on May

19, DWI and cancelled
license, held for court.

COURT NEWS
Dodge County

The following case was
heard in Dodge County
District Court the week of
May 10 with Judge Jodi L.
Williomson presiding:
Cody A. Ambrose,

24, Rochester,
previously appeared
and was convicted of
felony possession of
marijuana. Ambrose was
sentenced to $1,080,

10 days in county

jail, no possession of
firearms, no alcohol or
controlled substance
use, do not enter liquor
establishments, mental
health evaluation,
cognitive skill training,
100 hours of community

service and 5 years of
supervised probation.
The following
misdemeanors and
petty misdemeanors
were heard in Dodge
County District Court the
week of May 10 - 17:

DODGE COUNTY

SHERIFF'S OFFICE
Brandon L. Schultz,
29, Rochester, parking
violation, $32; Tyler J.
Trihus, 24, Hollandale,
suspended license and
license plate violation,
$310.

KASSON POLICE
DEPARTMENT
Trevor C. Knudson, 33,
Fairmont, suspended
license, $280; Cody J.
Owen, 18, Elgin, invalid
license, $180.

MN STATE PATROL
ROCHESTER

lan J. Baerman-Kuiper,
20, Rochester, speeding,
$140; Carson J. Delange,
21, Rockwall, T,
speeding, $120; Jeffery
M. Greenslade, 49, West
Concord, speeding, $120;
Juwaaun M. Guider, 21,
Mazeppa, seat belt, $105;
Zachary W. Helland, 27,
Oronoco, speeding, $130;
Nevada R. Schroeder, 18,
Granite Falls, speeding,
$140; Mohamed M. Yusuf,
22, Rochester, speeding,
$120.

WEST CONCORD
POLICE DEPARTMENT
Gregory A. Koester, 55,
Waukon, IA, speeding,
$140.

MTED]NSURANQ

It's Our Buslness to Protect Yours :

VROR ¥

Visit
federatedinsurance.com
for COVID-19 resources.
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Berne Pizza to go
curbside all summer

Wood-fired pizza
will be shoved to the
curb for the entire
summer in Dodge
County.

Coordinator
Angela Organ said
the board of Berne
Wood-Fired Pizza de-

Church of Christ at
Berne.

The first Curbside-
to-Go pizza night will
be Wednesday, June 3
from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.
Organizers will offer
social distancing by
handing over pizzas

cided last week thatit  to people in their
would offer curbside cars. Money will be
pizza for the entire dropped in a payment
run of the Wednes- box so there is no
day night summer handling of cash.
event. Previously, People will have
the board announced  the opportunity to en-
curbside would take Jjoy the music perform-
place during the ers from the comforts
month of June and of their vehicles. Musi-
did not commit to cians are scheduled
July or August. to perform weekly
Theeventishosted  justas they have in
by Zwingli United previous years.
JUNE PIZZA AND CONCERT
SCHEDULE AT BERNE:
June 3 June 17

Meat Lovers
Ray Coudret from
Fred the Bear

Meat Lovers
Scott Jasmin

June 24
June 10 Bacon
Bacon Cheeseburger
Cheeseburger Nathan Davidson
Dino & Vino

Area National
Guard soldiers
to be deployed

Nearly 700 soldiers
from the Minnesota
National Guard’s
Mankato-based 2nd
Battalion, 135th In-
fantry will deploy in
support of Operation
Enduring Freedom in
the Horn of Africa.

“Our battalion
will serve as part
of a Task Force to
improve security
posture at U.S. instal-
lations and forward
operating bases in the
AFRICOM region,
while maintaining
arapidly deployable
force prepared to re-
spond to crisis,” said
Commander Lt. Col.
Charles Rankin.

COVID-19 provid-
ed some challenges in
final preparations for
deployment. Rankin
said the welfare of his
soldiers, their fami-
lies and their employ-
ers was at the center
of every decision he
made. The unit con-
ducted final Soldier
i Processing

KSMQY

The Better Choice
COVID-19 INFORMATION

www.ksmq.org
Clear, Concise, On Demand

KSMQ Regional Updates Rochester/Olmsted County
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in April utilizing so-
cial distancing mea-
sures like wearing
masks and staggering
soldiers testing. They
will report to Camp
Ripley the first week
of June, train and
depart for Fort Bliss,
Texas at the end of
the month.

“Our soldiers
are ready to deploy,
well-trained, ful-
ly-equipped and
highly-motivated,”
said Rankin.

Soldiers in the
battalion come from
nearly 200 com-
munities around
Minnesota, and age
in range from 18 to
52. For 76 soldiers
this will be their
second deployment,
and for 52 soldiers it
will be their third or
fourth. More than
one hundred soldiers
are in the process
of earning a degree
or have an associate
degree, while three
have an advanced de-
gree. More than 120
soldiers have at least
one dependent family
member.

There are six
major units in the
2-135 Infantry: Head-
quarters Company
in Mankato and
Owatonna, A Compa-
ny in West St. Paul, B
Company in Roch-
ester, C Company
in Winona, D Com-
pany in Albert Lea
and 1135th Combat
Support Company in
Faribault. 2-135 In-
fantry will be joined
by C Company 113th
Cavalry Regiment
in LeMars, Towa and
C Company 106th
Cavalry Regiment in
Aurora, I1l.

In lieu of deploy-
ment ceremonies at
all unit Armories due
to social distancing
requirements, the
battalion will have
a private departure
ceremony at Camp
Ripley on June 19.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Gene Dornink of Hayfield, right, received endorsement
for the District 27 Senate race last week by the North

Bev Hoveland
Virginia Lindquist

Y 28
Mr. & Mrs. Doug
Krell

Holman

Maren Forystek
Bailee Klemmensen

UNE 1
Mr. & Mrs. Robert

AUV BIRTHDAYS ¥ ¥

3 Monica Lea

JUNE v
Camden Heimerman h‘\‘!!\_ Tocko
Kendra Long Doris Lea
Gabriel Hagen Tyler Bluedorn
s I Emma Trom
Jennifer Wondra Madelyn Harvey Ella Klemmensen
MAY 29 Isabella Kohn UNE9 -
Brian Kerrigan JUNE 4 GJUNES
Deb Farr Paul Stender Cheryl Coughlin
Grayson Spinler Brenda Salinas Bob Nahlovsky
Ella Salinas Lance Ingvaldson Kari Ann Lueth
MAY 30 Stephane Bruggeman e Peterson
Gene Myre - e Becky Braaten
Ragna Thompson %sﬁc F{uﬁn;a{\
Lantry Houillion len Vandal
Jm\Ag Pﬂ‘ Doug Johnson Laura Dale
Brieanne Wangen Kara Trotman JUNE 10
N e Zach Prouty Watt Her
athan Peterson Nor Klemmensen 'val lemann
Grant Johnson UNE6 c:xll\' I_m‘G‘]qu;q
ristian Gardner
JUNE1 c]n-g Snider ‘Thomas Rogers

David Trihus
Morgan Snider

Owen Gimbel [UNE 7
enGimbel | JUN W9
UNE 2 Leigh Vm\mh 7~
b:\majmlm Andrews Veronica Brown
ANNIVERSARIES 52
JUNE5

Brian & Christine
Wencl

Olson
Bill & Jennifer WalshGloria & Vern Dennis
i JUNE3 JUNES
Michacl U‘;\K;‘"“""“ Jeff & Sue Zwie Cletus & Sharon
y Andrew & Em  Glynn
MAY 3 ¥ Savaria JUNE 9
Keith & Carol "
/ JUNE4 ‘Heidi & Brett
Mike & Alyssa Zimme

Zimmerman

Ressler

HAYFIELD

This weekly feature sponsored by:

Dornink & Sons Carpentry

Gene Dornink

507.206.8449

Central States Regional Council of Carpenters.
Union endorses Dornink
for state senate

A carpenter’s union
based in Rochester has
endorsed a Hayfield
area man running for
state senate.

The North Cen-
tral States Regional
Council of Carpenters
gave its endorsement
to Gene Dornink as
senator for District
27, which includes
the City of Blooming
Prairie, southern Dodge
County and most of
Mower and Freeborn
counties. Dornink met
with Adam Duininck,
director of government
affairs, and Dominic
Andrist, senior man-
ager for MN/ND/SD in
Rochester to receive the
endorsement.

As a union carpenter
of 22 years, Dornink
understands the impor-
tance the trades have
in our communities
and appreciates all the
training and support
the union has given
to him and to other
workers over the years,

union officials said.

“Tam honored to re-
ceive the endorsement
from the North Central
States Regional Council
of Carpenters for this
Senate race,” Dornink
said. “Over the years
with my local union, I
have gained incredible
friends and we have
supported each other
through good and bad
times. I have benefited
from being a skilled
trades worker and
union member.”

He will also educate
young voters on the
importance of skilled
labor jobs and the
trades as a vocation. “T
am excited to continue
working hard and meet-
ing voters through this
election cycle. I want
to hear the concerns
of those in our district
and share how I will
represent them in St.
Paul,” said Dornink,
who currently is self
employed with his own
carpentry business.

Blood donors needed to
keep supply strong amid
COVID-19 outbreak

In times of need,
people come together to
support one another. The
American Red Cross is
asking for healthy indi-
viduals to step up to help
Ppatients experiencing
health crises by donating
blood or platelets.

As COVID-19 contin-
ues to affect everyday
life, people may not be
thinking about blood
donation. But blood and
platelets are needed dai-
1y to help patients bat-
tling disease and facing
the unexpected. Donat-
ing blood is an easy way
to care for each other
and ensure hospitals
have the blood products
patients rely on.

Healthy individuals
‘who are feeling well are
asked to make an ap-
pointment to donate this
May by downloading
the free Red Cross Blood
Donor App, visiting Red-
CrossBlood.org, calling
1-800-RED CROSS (1-
800-733-2767) or enabling
the Blood Donor Skill on
any Alexa Echo device.
Donors are asked to
schedule an appointment
prior to arriving at the

J & HLIQUOR

Future events will depend on the State of Minn

OFF-SALE

“OPEN" Monday — Saturday

10a.m.- 10 p.m.
Sunday - Closed

TAKE OUT

ota COVID-19 guidelines.

The bar will remain closed till May

1st or until the State of Minnesota
allows it to re-open.

FIREHOUSE PIZZA

AVAILABLE Frozen $9

Cooked $10.50

340 E. Main St. Blooming Prairie « 583-7557

THANK YOU FOR YOUR PATRONAGE AND SUPPORTING YOUR HOMETOWN BUSINESSES.

drive and are required
to wear a face covering
or mask while at the
drive, in alignment with
Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention
public guidance.

Each Red Cross blood
drive and donation cen-
ter follows the highest
standards of safety and
infection control, and
additional precautions —
including social distanc-
ing and face coverings
for donors and staff -
have been implemented
to safeguard donors, vol-
unteers and employees.

The Red Cross is also
looking for blood drive
hosts to help ensure
a stable blood supply.
Learn more and sign
up to sponsor a drive by
visiting RedCrossBlood.
org/HostADrive.
Upcoming blood do-
nation opportunities
May 27-31:

Dodge

Kasson

May 28: 2 p.m.-7 p.m.,
Community Celebration
Church, 27401 County
Highway 34

Mower

Austin

May 27:12 p.m.-6
p.m., Our Saviors Lu-
theran Church, 1600 W.
Oakland Ave.

May 28: 12 p.m.-6
p.m., St. John's Luther-
an, 1200 NW 13th Ave.

Rice

Faribault

May 29: 11:30 a.m.-5:30
p.m., American Legion
Post 43, 112 5th St. NE

Steele

Owatonna

May 27:12 p.m.-6 p.m.,
Associated Church,
Associated Church, 800
Havana Road

May 29: 9a.m.-3 p.m.,
Owatonna Hospital,
2250 26th St. NW

el 0 e

ORTHODONTIC SPECIALIST

DDS, MBS

583.6613

132 2nd Ave NE
Blooming Prairie
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FFA member achieves
proficiency honor

Brianna Levisay

An Owatonna FFA
member has been
named a top proficiency
award winner.

Brianna Levisay was
one of 43 FFA members
from across the state
to receive the top FFA
Agricultural awards
during last week’s
virtual State FFA Con-
vention. Her proficiency
award came in the area
of small animal produc-
tion and care.

Students have each de-
veloped specialized skills
through Supervised Ag-
ricultural Experiences
working with their high
school ag instructors.

The proficiency
areas correspond to
career pathways related
to agriculture. Award
winners were chosen
from FFA members who
advanced from region-
al competitions held
across the state.

BE LIKE A BEAGLE:

not a shark! wou

a haircut intensifying. up with postcards and

There are days where it flowers. I believe, we

feels likeitismore than  have become a stronger

one can stand. team, looking out for
Over the past 10 one another and our

weeks, I have found community.

myself searching for Now that we are 10

positive outcomes, in weeks in and it appears

both my professional Museums will not be

and my personal life.

In early March, I began
planning for what the
next couple of months
would look like for my
staff. How would we
continue to move the
Museum forward? What
would working at home
look like for everyone?
Is it feasible to everyone
to work at home? Do

we have the tools we
need work offsite? After
amoment of panic, [
developed I pulled up

by boot straps and we
created individual plans
for each staff member
with the goal of meeting
the Museum needs and
ensuring individual
staff members had the
tools they needed to get
them through the next
couple of months.

Tam proud of all that
we have accomplished.
Together, we worked
as a pack of beagles.

We found new creative
ways to accomplish

our work and develop
fun, interactive ways to
re-open when the time
comes. We have reached
out to those in isolation
who needed a pick me

opening in the near
future, we have moved
to the second phase.

‘We are welcoming
volunteers back into the
building on a limited
basis, sharing a meal
occasionally, and con-
tinuing to work togeth-
er. Like a beagle we will
continue to be thought-
ful and kind and respect
those around us as we
navigate through our
COVID lives.

Twill continue to
remind myself each of
us reacts to stress dif-
ferently and will do my
best to ensure I remain
friendly, gentle and
loving with all those
around me.

ie Kibler

lives in Ellendale

and serves on the city
council. She is also the
executive director of
the Freeborn County
Historical Museum

in Albert Lea. Steele
Talkin’ is a regular
column featuring
authors representing
various organizations
throughout Steele
County.

CRUISING MAIN:
for 2020 graduates monn

downtown The coalition
and see that will be decorat-
businesses ing Central Park
are start- and playing
ing to open graduation
up again,” { music.
Arnold ex- But, Arnold
plained. noted, there is
As part Andi Arnold one important
of the cel- requirement for
ebration, Arnold is the celebration. “We
encouraging downtown do want to keep within
businesses to decorate safety and don’t want
their store fronts show- people to gather in clus-
ing Owatonna pride. ters,” she said. “We're
encouraging young
people to use common
CRUISE MAIN sense. It has to be safe.”
‘What: Celebrate Throughout the
Class of 2020 evening, Arnold expects
Where: Owatonna people to sing, play
Downtown

When: Friday, June
5 from 7-10 p.m.
Who: Sponsored by
Steele County Safe
and Drug Free
Coalition

music and honk their
horns. “It’s a fun way
to see people,” she said.
“This is something
unique that you can
give a shout out,” she
added.

coming to
BY CHRIS BALDWIN  also able to give live
STAFF WRITER comments via phone
during the hearing.
The City of The project includes
Medford could soon street improvements,
see the rise of a new widening, and a water
building as the city main replacement.
has officially signed Some on the
anamendment toits  council were hesitant
developer’s agree- to move forward on
ment with Todd the project. “January
Nelson. is a ways away yet,”
Nelson intends to council member
develop the plot of Chad Langeslag said
land often referred to  when speaking on the
by residents as “the hypotheticals of the
old football field” in city moving forward.
stages, beginning “We have an election
with a 16-unit apart- coming in November,
ment. During the and we may not have
regular city council the same faces we
meeting May 18, the have here now.”
city approved Nel- “My concern would
son’s final plat for the  be that if we spend
apartments, which more money and go
will be situated in forward with it even
the vacant lot on 5th though we're all
Avenue. hesitating and then
In order to the next council, or
address the storm mayor, or both decides
water issue, Nelson it’s not a priority right
plans to dig a storm now,” Langeslag said.
water basin in the “Then we're out all the
center of the proper- engineering money.”
ty to serve as a water The current
runoff receptacle as pandemic and its pos-
well as a pond for sible future impact
the residents. This 'was a major reason
will be excavated some on the council
in the first phase of felt hesitant. “We're
construction. not going to know
Prior to submit- the full impact of the
ting the final plat to situation for a year
the Planning and or 18 months to know
Zoning board, the exactly where things
developer provided are,” said council
soil infiltration rate member Grace Bart-
test results and the lett, who suggested
city engineer verified  tabling the project.
that the proposed Members of the
design parameters council also re-
arevalid and thatthe ~ marked that should
pond should function  they opt to move
as designed. forward on the
After the first project at this time,
phase, Nelson will this might be a more
Took to continue to financially solvent
move forward with option than waiting
more development on on the project until a
the plot. Future phases  future date at which
will include the devel- costs will be higher.
opment of Atthe
single family lots, and of the public hearing,
apartments. the council motioned
On May 20, Med- to table to project for
ford held a public up to six months as
hearing for the 2021 the city continues
Mainstreet Im- to investigate the
provements Project. project and react to
Residents were able the current circum-
to submit comments stances. The motion
via mail, email, or passed with only one
drop-off, and were opposed.
€11SCI1 256-4712
"OQ Heating, A/C, Geneva
A > & Plumbing Registered
. Showroom
 Quality plumbing & heating products
for your remodeling or new home construction.
« Serving our area for over 40 years.
« We'll treat your home y
as it werd our own LReRnin

Johnson, Doerhoefer
& Miner P.A.

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

we wderstund swall business .
because we are a smalll busivess

314 E Main St » Blooming Prairie « 583-7528
685 W Bridge St. Suite 6 « Owatonna « 451-9136
133 N Broadway « New Richland « 465-38100

johndoercpa.com

BOOK NOOK

Update on the
library reopening

NANCY
VAILLANCOURT

Things have been
hopping at the Bloom-
ing Prairie Branch
Library! We have been
busy delivering items at
the curb from 10 a.m. to
4 p.m. Monday-Friday.

‘We have received
some questions about
‘when patrons will be
able to come into the
library, since some
restrictions have
been lifted statewide.
After discussions with
Andrew Langholz, the
city administrator,
and Mark Blando, the
director of the Owa-
tonna Public Library,
the consensus was that
‘we need to prepare the
library before we begin
alimited opening. This
means that we will be
moving public comput-
ers to allow more space
between them and
removing some seating
areas. All toys will be
stored away and the

number of people and
the time spent here
may be limited. But we
are moving towards
the goal of welcom-
ing you back into the
library.

Children and par-
ents may be wondering
what our Summer
Reading Program
will be like this year. I
can safely say it won't
be the same as other
years! In conjunction
with the Owatonna
Public Library staff,
we are doing all that
we can to bring new
ideas and incentives
to encourage all of our
readers. This will in-
clude reading challeng-
es, earning badges, and
surprises.

Finally, I want to
recognize the graduat-
ing seniors of Blooming
Prairie High School.
Congratulations on
your accomplishments.
Although your expe-
riences were differ-
ent than any other
class, please use the
strengths you have
developed as you go
through your life. Spe-
cial thoughts for Kisha
Aquino, our senior
student worker. Thank
you for your influence
here, and the best to all
of you in the future!

Loken Excavation & Drainage
Your DRAINAGE PROJECT PARTNER
WE CAN HELP YOU WITH:
Aggregate Products « Waterway Cleaning
All Excavation Projects « Hauling & Septic

Call DALLAS for your DRAINAGE needs!

507-451-2873
LOKEN_ 2

(
Excavation & nralnage lm:.

3695 Hoffman Drive NW « Owamnna

loken@qwestoffice.net | Toll-free 855-298-2568

Celebrating 25 Years of Helping People Live Pain Free

$25 NEW PATIENT SPECIAL

Includes Consultation,
Complete Examination, and X-rays!

Valid May 1-29, 2020

*Additional services billed at our customary fees.

Prairie

Family & Sports

CHIROPRACTIC

866.5DR. CHAD or 507.583.2271

344 E. Main Street * Downtown Blooming Prairie

Almond
Bars

1tspalmond flavoring
Sponsored by
Krejci Ford

Crust

Mix together and pat
1 Cbutter into greased 9x 13
2Cflour pan. Bake 20 minutes
1/2Cpowdered sugar  at 350 degrees
Filling
8-ozcream cheese Mix together and pour
2eggs over hot crust. Bake
1/2 Csugar 1510 20 minutes. Cool
1tsp almond flavoring ~ and frost.
Frosting
1-1/2C powdered sUgar e 5 ¢ powdered sugar
1/4 Cbutter if you like thicker frosting.
1-1/27T milk Toast slivered almonds

15th Presidents Award Winner
\ Blooming Prairie, 583-2046

and put on top of frosting.

J

HAVE A RECIPE TO SHARE?

Email to bptimes@frontiernet.net
OR Send to: P.0. Box 247, Blooming Prairie




Worsh

STEELE COUNTY TIMES

Pastor
Scott Peterson

NEW BEGINNINGS
CHURCH
OWATONNA

AREA WORSHIP

LUTHERAN

AURORA LUTHERAN
6329 SE 28th St., Owatonna
Pastor Stephanie Wood

507-67
Worship: Sunday at 9 a.m.
Sunday School: 10:15 a.m.

COMMUNITY LUTHERAN
~ELCA
106 Third St. SE., Geneva
Pastor Kristen Venne
507-256-4288
Worship: 9:30 a.m. Sun.

FIRST LUTHERAN - AFLC
503 Radel Ct.,, Ellendale
Pastor Richard Sliper
507-684-2451
Men's Bible Study: 8 a.m. Saturday
Worship: 9 a.m. Sunday
(Kids church- 9 a.m. and
Confirmation- 10:15 a.m.)
Jesus and Me: 3:30-5 p.m.
Tuesday & Thursday
Callto Prayer: 7 p.m. Tuesday
Bible Study: 9:30 a.m. Wednesday

Wednesday School:
followed by Youth Group-

FIRST LUTHERAN - ELCA
434 First St. SW.,
Blooming Prairie

Senior Pastor:

Rev. Heidi Heimgartner
Associate Pastor:
Rev. Mike Walerius
507-583-6621

Wha

2 Timothy 3:1 - This
know also, that in
the last days perilous
times shall come.

The Holy Spirit ur-
gently alerts us in this
verse that in the last of
the last days, the times
will be dangerous,
risky, and hurtful. Yet
‘we are not to be fright-
ened. Rather, we're to
ask of God boldly for
our needs to be met,
walk in Christ’s au-
thority, and bring hope,
healing, and freedom
to the people and places
around us.

We are living in
uncertain times, and

SCHEDULE

507-583-2038 or 507-437-3000
wwiw.roglutheran.org
Worship: 9 a.m. Sun,
Sunday School
(Sept. - May): 10:15 a.m.

ST. JOHN'S LUTHERAN -
4532 SE 84th Ave,, Claremont
Pastor Alan Broadwell
507-528-2404
Worship: 10:30 a.m. Sun.
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m.

ST. JOHN'S LUTHERAN -
LcMs

28959 630th Ave, Sargeant

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN-
ELCA

1301 Lincoln Ave. Owatonna
Pastors Dave Klawiter and Jacie
Richmond
507-4517293
stjohnowatonna.org
Worship: 5 p.m.
Thursday & Saturday;
8a.m. &10:30 a.m. Sunday

Summer Service:
8a.m. &9:30 a.m. Sunday

ST. MICHAEL'S

LUTHERAN - ELCA
30450 570th Ave., Waltham
Pastor Dwight DoBell
507-567-2474

Vorship: 8:3

Worship Service- 9 a.m
Sunday School- 10 a.m.

FIRST LUTHERAN - LCMC
8953 SW 37th Ave., Hope
Pastor Sandy Miller
507- 54
Worship: 9 a.m.
Sunday School, Adult Ed:
10:15 am. Sun.

GOOD SHEPHERD
LUTHERAN - LCMS
2500 7th Ave. NE., Owatonna
Pastor Greg Schlicker

507-451-4125
goodshepherdowatonna.com
Worship: 8 2.m.,
915am. & 10:30a.m.
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m.

MOLAND LUTHERAN —

7618 NE 84th Ave., Kenyon
Pastor Nancy Edwardson
507-789-6661
Worship: 10:45 a.m. Sun.
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.

PONTOPPIDAN

LUTHERAN - ELCA
9651 SW 75th ., Ellendale
507-465-8366
Worship: 10:15 a.m. Sun.
Sunday School: 9.a.m. Sun.

REDEEMER LUTHERAN —

1054 Truman Ave., Owatonna
Pastor Kirk Griebel
507-451-2720
Worship: 9 a.m. Sun.
Education Hour: 10:15 a.m. Sun.

RED OAK GROVE
LUTHERAN - ELCA
30456 Mower-Freeborn Road,
Austin
Rev. Suzanne Froelich,
Interim Pastor

m. Sun.
ST. PAUL'S LUTHERAN —
202 . Park Ave,, Hollandale
Pastor Jesse Krusemark
507-567-2272
Worship: 8:30 a.m. Sun.

Sunday School: 9:45

ST. PAUL'S LUTHERAN —
ELCA

am.

2781 SW 92 Ave., Meriden

Pastor: Rev. Dean Smith
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to do in perilous times

we need to know the
signs we can expect to
see just before Jesus
comes, as well as how
to sail through and
survive these perilous
times.

‘You would probably
agree that it is alarming
to turn on the eve-
ning news and see the
outpouring of negative
reports.

There is an epidem-
ic of fear, crime and
violence infiltrating our
streets and our schools.
‘And political disputes
are abnormally extreme
as tensions among
world leaders threat-
ening our well-being

TRINITY LUTHERAN —
LCmMS

57043 300th St., Waltham
Pastor Jesse Krusemark
507-567-2272
Worship: 10:30 a.m. Sun.
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m.

ZION LUTHERAN - ELCA
7126 SW 98th St., Ellendale
Pastor: Rev. Dean Smith
‘Worship: 8:30 a.m. Sunday
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.

OUR SAVIOR'S LUTHERAN
-ELCA

1909 St. Paul Road, Owatonna
Senior Pastor:
John Weisenburger
Lisa Carlson

oursaviorsowatonna.com
815a.m.- Traditional,
9:30 a.m.- Sunday School/Adult
Education
10:45 a.m.- Contemporary

CATHOLIC

CHRIST THE KING
205 Second Ave. NW, Medford
507-451-6353
Father James Starasinich
Deacon Patrick Fagan
Mass: 5:30 p.m. Sat.
Mass: 9 a.m. Mon. & Fri.

CHURCH OF ALL SAINTS
307 SW First St,, New Richland
Father Antony Arokiyam
507-234-6244
Mass: 5 p.m. Saturday

HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC
CHURCH OF LITOMYSL
9946 SE 24th Ave Owatonna

Father John Wilmot
507-583-2784

wwiwlitomysl.webs.com

Sunday Mass at 8:30 a.m.
with Children’s Church Sacrament
of

Worship: 10:30 a.m
Sunday

TRINITY LUTHERAN —
ELCA

Sunday
-hool: 9:15 a.m.

609 Lincoln Ave,, Owatonna
507-451-4520

tlcowatonna.org
Senior Pastor: Rev. Todd Buegler
Associate Pastor:

Rev. Amanda Floy
Deacon: Kris Oppegard
Worship: 5 p.m. Saturday; 8:15
am., 9:30 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Sunday
Sunday School:
8:15a.m. &9:30a.m.

TRINITY LUTHERAN -

104 First St. SE., Hayfield
Pastor Paul Hauschild
507-47
wwwirinityhayfield.org
Worship: 8 2.m. &
10:30 a.m. Sun.
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m.

TRINITY LUTHERAN -
Lcms

108 Third Ave. SW., Medford
Pastor Mark Biebighauser
507-451-0447
Worship: 9 a.m. Sunday
Education Hour: 10:15 a.m

630 p.m. Faith Formation classes
for K thru Confirmation
Second Sunday of month:
Family Faith Formation
Litomysl Finance Council

2nd Thursday
Litomys! Pastoral Council:
2nd Thursday every other month

SACRED HEART CATHOLIC
150 NE Second St., Hayfield
Father John Wilmot
507-477-2256
Mass: 5 p.m. Saturday
Reconciliation: 3:45 pm Saturday

SACRED HEART PARISH
8108, Cedar Ave., Owatonna
Father John Sauer
Parochial Vicar
507-451-1588

across the globe. Natu-
ral disasters continue to
rise, a worldwide virus
pandemic that the bible
describes as a form of
pestilence along with
widespread financial
crises and civil unrest
is currently in our
midst.

The conditions
during the end times
before Christ returns
will be a crisis that will
be difficult for people
to overcome. So, how
should we respond to
this knowledge? Should
we stay in our homes,
close the blinds, and
hide? Absolutely not.
Rather than run and

Mass: 10:30 a.m. Sunday
Reconciliation: 9 a.m.
First Friday & Saturday

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC
PARISH
5125, Elm Ave,, Owatonna
Father James Starasinick
Deacon Patrick Fagan
507-451-4845
Saturday Mass: 4 p.m.
Sunday Mass: § & 10a.m.
Reconciliation: 3-3:30 p.m. Sat.
Daily Mass
$a.m. Tues., Wed. & Fri.
(Communion Service
8a.m. Thursday)
Adoration Chapel available
Mon. - Fri. 7 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Key fob required after
hours or weekends

CHRISTIAN
CHRIST COMMUNITY
OVENANT
540 SE 18th St., Owatonna
Dr. V. Brent Carlson, Pastor
507-451-1032

Worship: 9 a.m. Sun
Sunday Connections: 10:15 a.m.

PENTECOSTAL

FIRST UNITED
PENTECOASTAL
230 Locust Ave., Owatonna
Pastor Eliazar Talamantes
507-363-2240
Worship: 10 a.m. Sunday;
6:30 p.m. Wednesday

METHODIST

BLOOMING GROVE
UNITED METHODIST
43089 180th St Medford
(Seven miles west of
Medford on CR 23)
Pastors ) & Stefanie Morgan
507- 726
Worship: 8:30 a.m. Sun.
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.

ELLENDALE UNITED
METHODIST

200 Sixth St. NW,,

Pastor Randy Cirksena
507-684-2731

wwwellendaleume.org

Worship: 10:30 a.m. Sun.

Sunday School: 9:15 a.m.

ndale

OWATONNA UNITED
METHODIST
815 E. University, Owatonna
Rev. Scott Jakel
Linda Boorman, Associate Pastor
Joyece Parker, Associate Pastor

www.owatonnaume.org

Mass: 5 p.m. Saturday;
8:30a.m. &10a.m. Sun.
Spanish Mass: 11:45 a.m. Sun.
Daily Mass: 715 a.
Reconciliation: 4 p.m. Sat.
Adoration: 8 a.m. - 10 p.m. Thurs.

ST. COLUMBANUS
CATHOLIC
114 E. Main St., Blooming Prairie
Father John Wilmot
83-2784

‘Wednesday Worship: 6:30 p.m.

Traditional
9a.m. Sunday

NON-
DENOMIN,

hide, we must refuse to
allow fear to grip our
hearts!

Instead of cowering
in fear, we are called
to follow Jesus’ ex-
ample. In Matthew 8,
He used authority to
cast out demons and
set the entire region
of the Gergesenes free
from the fear that had
paralyzed them for
so long. Likewise, the
Holy Spirit is beckon-
ing us to step forward
with the authority of
Jesus Christ to bring
deliverance, freedom,
and peace to people and
places where the devil
has tried to bring chaos,

Biblestudy: 9.2.m. Sun.
Reformers Unanimous Meetings:
7 p.m. Friday
CEDAR CREEK
30 E. Main St., Hayfield
Pastor Aaron de Neui
507-477-2255
www.cedarcreekchurch.org
Worship: 10 a.m. Sun.

DESTINY CHRISTIAN
2515 Harvest Lane NW, Owatonna
Pastors Rich and Amy Pettet

6-

wwwdestinyec.org
Worship: 9 a.m. Sunday
6307:30 p.m. Istand 3rd
Wednesday
ELEVATION NORTH
2002 Austin Road, Owatonna
Pastor Doug Jones
507-363-3099

hazard, and hurt.

If you made a deci-
sion to follow Christ
asking for His forgive-
ness and trusting in
Him for your salvation
then God wants to use
you on the earth during
these last of the last
days. You are anointed
and appointed for such
atime as this to be His
light in the darkness
and to bring solutions to
the problems that have
beset humanity. God
knows the end from the
beginning, and if you
will listen to Him, He
will prepare and equip
you for victory in every-
thing that lies ahead.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
PO. Box 66, Claremont
507-528-2320
Pastor Douglas Walters
102.m. Worship

SEVENTH-DAY

ADVENTIST

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
2373 Seventh Ave. NE, Owatonna
Pastor Brian Beavers
651-955-4032
Worship: 11 a.m. Sat.

Bible Stud: 9:30 a.m.

ucc

IONAL

blogspot
Worship (English): 10 a.m. Sun.
Sunday School: 10:30 a.m.
Worship (Spanish): 2 p.m. Sun.
Bible Study: 6:30 p.m. Wednesday
Spanish Evangelism & Prayer:
7 p.m. Friday

NEW BEGINNINGS
332 14th $t. NE, Owatonna
Pastors Scott & Joan Peterson
507-413-0209
Worship: 10.a.m. Sun.

SIMPLE CHURCH
4515 NW 22nd Ave., Owatonna
(Country Goods building across
the freeway from Cabela’s)
Pastor Todd Lundgren
5661

MENNONITE

PRAIRIE MENNONITE
13638 750th St Blooming Prairie
Bishop Dennis Martin

507-5

Worship: 10:30 a.m. Sun.
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting: 7:30 p.m. Wed.

THE CHURCH OF JESUS
CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY
SAINTS
404 315t St NW, Austin
Bishop Rick Bremner
507-433-9042
Worship: 9 a.m. Sun,

PRESBYTERIAN

ASSOCIATED CHURCH
Presbyterian Church (USA) and
United Church of Christ
800 Havana Road, Owatonna
507-451-1546
wwwassociatedchurch.org
office@associatedchurch.org
Sunday Worship: 9:2.m.
(Fellowship, Church School, and
Adult Discy follow)

BRIDGES OF HOPE
COMMUNITY
130 W. Bridge St., Owatonna
Pastor Keith Haskell
507-215-2249
Worship: 10a.m. Sun.

LEGACY MONU

Lori's Cell 507-456-3

landlbo@gmail.com

Callfor a catalog to view in the comfo
of your home. We are here to help you

create your monument by email or phone.

Monument
MENT SALI i

Leon’s Cell 507-456-7864

735

rt

B
LEON & LORI BOHLMAN

LERBERG’S
FITNESS
CENTER

& CARWASH

118 5th Ave.
Ellendale
507-684-2471

Wednesday Activities: Sept - May
(see website for schedule)

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
109 E. Main St., Hayfield
Pastor Kirk Johnston

UNITED CHURCH OF
CHRIST
211 Main $t. §., Medford
Rev. Richard Waters
507-451-4596
Worship: 10 a.m. Sun

ASSEMBLY OF GOD

VIBRANT LIFE ASSEMBLY

702 Third .5, Ellendale
Pastor Patrick Stitt
507-684-3421
wwwyibrantlifeag.com
Worship: 10:30 a.m. Sun.

Kids Church: 10:30 a.m. Sun,

BAPTIST

FIRST BAPTIST
104 First Ave. NE,
Blooming Prairie

Pastor Matt Fennell

507-583-2673
Worship: 10 a.m. Sun.
&6:30 p.m. Wednesday
Sunday School: 9.a.m.
Bible Study: 11:30 am. Sun.

FIRST BAPTIST
(Owatonna’s oldest church)
123 E. Main St,, Owatonna
Pastor Carla Nelson
507-272-9834
www firstbaptistowatonna.com
Fellowship: 9:30 a.m. Sun.
Worship: 10:30 a.m. Sun.

BETHEL BAPTIST
1611 Hemlock Ave.
Owatonna
Pastor Michael Simmerman

www.bethelowatonna.com
Worship: 9 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
Sunday

ASSEMBLY OF GOD

VICTORY LIFE
105 2nd $tNE
Geneva
Pastor Diane Butler
507-402-0960
Worship on Sundays
Prayer Service: 7:30 a.m.
Church Service: 9:30 a.m.
Children's Church: 9:45 a.m

CL}&REMO NT
SERVICE CENTER
Service Center:
507-528-2233
After Hours Towing:
507-456-4158
111 Front Street
P.O. Box 282
Claremont, MN

Johnson, Doerhoefer
& Miner P.A.

Gttt coment Tamzen R, Johnson

ol Wy MARKET *
Locally Owned & Operated

237 Hwy. Ave. S.
Blooming Prairie

507-583-6671

Owatopna

“Creating Your Story in Stone”

1180 Frontage Rd E - Owatonna
507-455-9551

www.owatonnagranite.com

322 East Main St.
Blooming Prairie

507-583-2276

FARMERS
INSURANCE
Mike Bishman
121 W. Broadway St.
Owatonna

507-451-0193

Vibrant Living For

Individuals 55 & Older

at a Reasonable Price

Call Jon Arnett @

455-3735 for a tour
236 22nd St. SE - Owatonna

1212 W Frontage Rd Owatoma, MN

507-451-0722
valleyviewofowatonna.com
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County moves ahead
with furloughs

BY CHRIS BALDWIN
STAFF WRITER

During a special session
on May 20, the Steele Coun-
ty Board of Commissioners
continued to take steps
adapting to the impact
of the current pandemic,
which includes placing
employees on furlough.

The county board
approved a memorandum
agreeing to a targeted fur-
lough program with AFSC-
ME Council 65, Local 147-
Courthouse Unit.

Some of the stipulations
of the targeted furlough
program include: the
county and union agreeing
to use targeted furloughs
rather than applying the
lay-off and recall provi-
sions of the collective bar-
gaining agreement, while
voluntary furloughs would
be offered where possible/
appropriate, based on
department needs, service
levels, job classification,
and job responsibilities
and employees placed on
furlough will continue
to be covered under the
county benefits, along with
continuing to receive the
monthly county contribu-
tion towards those benefits.

The memorandum was
put into place not to exceed
90 days. Seven individuals
are currently targeted

for furloughs within this
program. Should further
action be needed after the
90-day period is up, the
county will need to drafta
new memorandum.
During the session, the
board also considered the
sale of a plot of land to the
South Central Human
Relations Center, which
is looking to expand its
building. SCHRC con-
tacted the county about
purchasing 150 feet of a
3.12-acre parcel that sits
between their current
building and the county
administration building.
“There’s a few things
here that I'd like to see
answers to,” commissioner
Greg Krueger said con-
cerning whether or not
the county will be able to
develop the resulting land
after athe sale. “I certainly
don’t want to impede their
progress, because they do
great work over there.”
After a discussion, the
board made a motion and
approved the county to
move forward with an RFP
on the site. Any potential
sale will come further down
the road as the county will
listen to bids from SCHRC
and determine whether or
not they will officially sell
the strip of land.
“It’s just to keep the ball
moving,” commissioner

James Brady said of the de-
cision to continue to move
forward with the consid-
eration. “I'd hate to stab it
right now and kill it.”

The board also dis-
cussed a possible plan for
reopening county facilities
to the public. “For now
until the end of the month,
we're looking at preparing
our facilities to opening up
to the public,” Adminis-
trator Scott Golberg said.
He also remarked that
each facility and building
carry its own challenges to
reopening to the public.

“We're planning to
reopen June first at this
point,” he said. “Even
with the opening, as we
move forward, at least for
the foreseeable future,
we are going to have to
continue to stay vigil with
many of the practices to
help prevent the spread
of COVID-19. We're still
in the very early stages of
this, in terms of numbers.”

After reopening, the
county will adhere to
social distancing recom-
mendations as well as
following a myriad of other
controls and measures,
such as a mask policy.
‘While masks for county
employees and the public
will not be required, they
will be recommended and
provided.

VIRACON OUTBREAK: rises to 81 wonn

opposing virus closures.
In Minnesota, Roman
Catholic and the Lutheran
Church Missouri Synod
said they would defy his
ban and resume worship
services.

Asked about the church-
es wanting to resume
services, Public Health’s
Caron said, “It goes
against staying out of big
groups of people. I worry

we will expose the vulner-
able population.”

With businesses getting
ready to reopen, Caron
said it’s important for them
to advertise what safety
measures they have in
place. “They need to assure
people they are taking all
the safety precautions,” she
said. She added Minnesota
needs to take a smarter
approach than Wisconsin.

Caron admits she is
beginning to sound like
abroken record, but she
says it's important to “be
smart.” She encourages
people to stay in smaller
groups, practice social
distancing, wear cloth
masks and if sick, stay at
home. “We need to look
beyond ourselves and look
at the greater community,”
she said.

A CENTURY: and then some sonu

refuses to do such a thing. “I
don’t want to wear a facemask,”
she says. “I hope it ends pretty
soon, I'm so sick of being in my
apartment.”

Even though she’s stuck in
her apartment by choice, she
still finds ways to exercise. “1
go around my apartment seven
times in he morning and seven
times at night,” Milverstedt
said. “I figure I'm making up for
walking in the hall.”

In the most recent years, Mil-
verstedt’s ritual to celebrate her
birthday has been going to the
Hubbell House in Mantorville.
She has been doing so since she
turned 100. But, because of the
virus, she won't be able to go
there this year.

Reaching 107 isn’t really
something Milverstedt wanted to
accomplish. “Ididn’t want to live
this long,” she confesses. “Iam
ready to go any day,” she said.

Although she has exceeded
the life expectancy of women
by about 26 years, Milverstedt
mind appears to be sharp. She is
able to easily rattle off dates and
occurrences from her childhood
years of growing up in Kasson
with relative ease. She was actu-
ally born in Albany, but her fam-
ily moved to Kasson when she
‘was a baby. She was the youngest
of four girls. She said her dad
always wanted a boy so he “made
me his boy.” She recalls her dad
cutting her hair like a boy.

“Thave a good mind,” Mil-
verstedt said. “I have a good
memory, and I can remember
‘way back.”

She recalls the end of World
‘War I'in 1918 when “bullets were
hitting the roof of the shack™
they were staying in as her fam-
ily was in the process of build-
ing a new house. “People were
celebrating the end of the war
and shooting off guns,” Milver-
stedt said.

She vividly remembers her
family digging the house with
horse and shovel.

Her father, Fred Schutz,
owned a barbershop in Kasson
for many years. She graduated
from Kasson High School in
1931. She got married in 1936
and had three children, includ-
ing twins. Her children now
live in Hastings, Medford and
Rochester.

AHERE v CA,

Milverstedt describes her
health as “pretty good.” She is
on her second pacemaker after
receiving the first one in 1973.
“That’s what is keeping me go-
ing all these years,” she said.

A while back she experi-
enced a choking spell because of
aproblem with her throat while
in the hospital. Most of the food
she eats now is “all chopped up
soIdon’t choke on it,” she said.
“I eat baby food. That’s what
happens when you get old. Life
isn’t that good for me when it
comes to eating.”

She attributes her longevity
to “clean living.” Milverstedt
never smoked in her life, limited
herself to a few drinks and ex-
ercised regularly. “You have to
keep moving otherwise you get
all stiffened up,” she said. “I'm
pretty limber for 107,” she added.

The birthday girl prides her-
self on the fact that she doesn’t
use a hearing aid. “I tried them,
but I hated them,” Milverstedt
said.

During her lifetime, Milver-
stedt has seen 19 presidents in
office. Asked who her favorite
one was, she quickly snapped,
“Not Trump. He’s too wild.” She
said her daughter likes Donald
Trump, but they refrain from
talking about him because “we
getin an argument.”

Milverstedt recalls other
epidemics in the past, including
polio and measles. But, she is
quick to add referring to the
coronavirus, “They were noth-
ing like this.”

Over the years, Milverstedt
has been a diehard Minnesota
Twins fan. Her all-time favorite
player is Joe Mauer. When she
turned 100, the Twins sent her
a care package of pins, Homer
Hanky and other memorabilia.
They are now hanging above her
bed. “I don’t know the players
like I'used to,” she said.

Ecumen marked Milverst-
edt’s milestone with a surprise
parade featuring a police car
and fire truck outside the facili-
ty. They did not tell her about it
before hand.

Asked about catching Min-
nesota’s oldest person at 112,
Milverstedt paused for a second.
She replied, “I hope I don’t live
that long. I don’t think I will
make it that long.”
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Johnson Construction
& Tree Service
Tree & Stump Removal *Trimmiing & Topping *Tree Moving
Lot Clearing  Backhoe/Skidloader » Hauling General Construction
24 Hr Emergency Services Year Round Work » Licensed & Insured
KYLE JOHNSON * 507-583-7592
AUSTIN & BLOOMING PRAIRIE

GRANITE & MONUMENT

01l tol !Inna
"Creating Your

STORY in STONE"

# 1180 Frontage Rd E » Owatonna
<« 507-455-9551
® www.owatonnagranite.com

John and Barb
Heerema

PREPLANNING
A Simple, Thoughtful Act of Caring

| 507-583-7561
4

www.worlein.com

Mary Kittelson
NFDA Cetid PrepnngConslan it Aget - P Cos Pl

Worlein Blooming Prairie Funeral Home
418 Highway Ave S. Blooming Prairie, MN

AUTOMOBILE

507-455-0388
Fax: 507-455-0486

K

Mike's
REPAIR

870 32nd Ave. N\W Mike Hartle
Owatonna, MN 55060 Owner

All tire sizes, sales and service for ag and truck!
After Hours: 507-455-0483

J.A. Gwilt Siders, Inc.

Siding, Windows, Gutters, Roofing & Decks

Call 507-456-1504
for your FREE
estimates!
Serving Steele County
for 20 years.
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Sunday, May 31 + 8 p.m.
NRHEG High School- New Richland

Addison Deyle
Plans: Mankato State
for professional flight

\.
\ ‘
X

Aracelis Del Carmen
Sepulveda

Parents: Brant & Noris
Hemingway

Plans: Major in Biology
& Spanish at the
University of Minnesota

Derek Alan Lee
Parents: Mark &
Kathleen Lee

Plans: Attend Riverland
Community College

Evan Michael Fell
Parents: Mike &
Natalie Fell

Plans: Attend
Minnesota State
University, Mankato

Agro Arthur Gushwa
Parents: John & Kristen
Venne Gushwa

Plans: Attend Gustavus
Adolphus College

Blake Ihrke
Plans: University of St.
Thomas for business

Diamond Rose Woollard
Parents: James &
Kathy Peterson

Plans: Attend
Minnesota State College
Southeast - Winona

Grace Lorraine Kofstad
Parents: Isaac &
Martha Kofstad

Plans: Major in
Architecture at University
of Colorado-Denver

* Drive-in style ceremony in school
parking lot with FM transmission available

« Limited space to one vehicle per grad

Alexandra Lynn Combs
Parents: Lisa Combs &
Gary Combs

Plans: Major in Theatre
& Secondary Education
at Gustavus Adolphus
College

Cherysh Marcks
Plans: Communication
disorders or marine
biology

Dilion Kohnert
Parents:

Troy & Nicole Kohnert
Plans: Work

Holly Ruth Stene
Parents: Paul &

Laura Stene

Plans: Major in Broad
Field Social Studies with
a Teaching Licensure
Track at Bethany
Lutheran College

Congratulations to the Class of 2020

CENTRAL FARM SERVICE

Trusted Service.
Cooperative Value.

cfscoop.com

CONGRATS 2020 GRADUATES

Andrew Blaine Reich
Parents:

Ann Reich & Bob Cross
and Matt Reich

Plans: DCTC for power
lineman

Cierra Rose Schumacher
Parents: Andrea
Schumacher &

Carter Schumacher
Plans: Major in Sonography
at Rochester Community &
Technical College

Elizabeth Makenzie Karl
Parents: Tony &
Melissa Karl

Plans: Major in Biology
with a Plant Science
Track at Minnesota State
University, Mankato

Hope Elaine VanWilgen
Parents: Jon & Peggy
VanWwilgen

Plans: Major in Graphic
Design at the Cleveland
Institute of Art

3 |
Jade Autumn Mely
Parents: James Mely &
Serina Nelson
Plans: Work at Antique/
Gun Shows

« Fireworks show follows

« Class speakers: Maggie Maloney,
John Hoelscher and Mia Williams.

AT

Andrey Rosevold-Wisler
Plans: Riverland
Community College for
building trades

Damon Eustice
Parents: Jennifer
Christensen &
Matthew Eustice
Plans: Work

Emmablu Hope Jameson
Parents: Kimberly
Jameson & Guy Nelson
Plans: Major in Social
Work at Winona State
University

Hunter Knutson
Parents: Heidi
Wangsness &
Ben Knutson
Plans: Undecided

Jayna Emily Domeier
Parents: Mark &
Michelle Domeier
Plans: Major in Music
Education at Winona
State University

Annie Prigge
Plans: Winona State for

nursing

Deborah Rocha
Parent: Sara
Schumacher
Plans: Work

Ethan Lee Strenge
Parents: Eric &
Brenda Strenge
Plans: Trades

or agriculture

Jacob Tasker
Parents: John &
Susan Tasker
Plans: Undecided

Jenna Marie Nelson

Parents: Allan & Doreen
Nelson

Plans: Attend Riverland
Community College

to become a Certified
Nursing Assistant

Lerberg’s Fitness Center
118 W 5th Ave « Ellendale

(507) 684-2471

Registered Showroom

€11sen

Heating, A/C,
& Plumbing

Johnson, Doerhoefer
& Miner P.A. <

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

24 hour service for all your
plumbing & heating needs.

We'll treat your home
as if it were our own.
THE BOLD LOOK
O'KOHLER.

We understand small business
because we are a small business
314 E Main St « Blooming Prairie // 507-583-7528

256-4712 Geneva, MN
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Katie Ann Cliff
Parents: Tim & Tammy
Cliff

Plans: Majoring in
Nursing at Minnesota
State University,
Mankato

Lonnie Wilson
Parents: Richard &
Becky Lassahn

Plans: Attend NIACC for
H-VAC program

Karter Koziolek
Parents: Thomas &
Suzanne Koziolek
Plans: Work

Mason William Ferber
Parents: Duane &
Amy Ferber

Plans: Major in
Electrical Engineering
at Minnesota State
University, Mankato

Margueritte Maloney
Plans: U of M- Twin
Cities for global studies,
Spanish and political
science

Makenzie Rae Sundve
Plans: Winona College
for psychology

Paige Marie Knudson
Parents: Eric & LeAnn
Knudson

Plans: Major in Computer
Technology at Riverland
Community College

Mikayla Kay Adams
Parents: Michelle
Zvorak & Ryan Adams
Plans: Attend college
and focus on music

Naomi Grace Retallick
Parent: Bridget Retallick
Plans: Army

Tiara Lynn Malakowksy
Parents: David &
Amanda Malakowsky
Plans: Major in
Agriculture Education

at University of
Minnesota-Crookston

Sydney Shari Koziolek
Parents: Paul & Lynn
Koziolek

Plans: Major in
Agribusiness at South
Central College

Tanner Oquist
Parents: Tracy &
Rhonda Oquist
Plans: Work

Destiny Ann
Calderon-Medrano
Parents: Roque & Beth
Medrano and Monica &
Chad Schutrop

Plans: Attend
Minnesota State College
Southeast — Winona

to work with kids

Angelie Ardis Jensen
Parent: Angelie Jensen

Mackenzie Rose Butler
Parents: Tim & Angela
Butler

Plans: Attend Riverland
Community College in their
Medical Assistant program.
sheis also receiving her
associates degree at the same
time as her high school diploma

Mia Ann Farr

Parents: Kaylee & Joe Farr
Plans: Major in

Nursing at Rochester
Community & Technical
College

Paige Lyn Peterson
Parents: Tom &

Tammy Peterson

Plans: Major in Nursing
at Rasmussen College —
Mankato

Tristan Simon
Parents: Tim &
Shelly Simon
Plans: NIACC for
automotive

Madelyn Sabrina
Broton-Anderson
Plans: North Dakota
State for mechanical
engineering

Madison Renae
DenHerder

Parents: Mike &

Angie DenHerder

Plans: Major in Business
Marketing & Theatre at
Northwestern College
(Orange City, I1A)

Mia Williams
Plans: Winona State
for psychology

Skylar Lembke
Plans: Riverland
Community College for
social work

Andrew Cory Bailey
Parent: Stacy Bailey
Plans: Major in
Business at South
Central College

NOT
PICTURED

Aron Justice Rocha
Plans: Work

Madison Elizabeth
Kormann

Parents: Tim &

Lis Kormann

Plans: Major in Nursing
at Minnesota State
University, Mankato

Micaela Shateen Vaale
Parents: Michael &
Jena Vaale

Plans: Major in Social/
Criminal Justice and
Pre-Law with a minor in
Worship Ministry; Running
Cross Country & Track

Summer Patricia Kath
Parents: Mark &

Paula Kath

Plans: Major in

Marine Biology at
Southwestern Oregon
Community College

John Harrison
Hoelscher
Parents: Matthew &
Shauna Hoelscher

LERBEREG"S
roops

SINCE 1901

AL
’ ‘C‘ongratulatwns Class

507.684.2472 « 120 5th Ave. « Ellendale, MN

Conguatilations Putther Crach/

RJ's 5th Ave. Bar & Grill
507.684.9422

*

Ellendale

Main Street Dental Clinics

comfortable dentistry

405 E. Main St. » Blooming Prairie
583-2141
mainstreetdentalclinics.com

he Hope Creamery i3
9043 SW 37th Avenue * Hope MN 56046

Hope

CREAMERV\# _S,%

misgen BI]N

aulo /xrﬂa

vmw.misgen.com 12880 SW 72nd Ave., Ellendale  907-684-2100
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Friday, May 29 + 7 p.m.

Alternate date: Saturday, May 30 at 7 p.m.
Drive-in ceremony in school parking lot at

Medford High School.

Abigail Tellijohn
PARENT(S): Karin and
Kristen

PLANS: Go to a technical
college in the arts field.

Brendan Rahn
PARENT(S):

Debbie, John

PLANS: Attend a four
year college.

Dylan Stenzel
PARENT(S): Dan and
Karen Stenzel

PLANS: Go to Riverland
Community College.

Isabel Reuvers
PARENT(S): Jay
Reuvers and Jackie
Gillis-Reuvers

PLANS: Attend Gustavus
and play softball while
majoring in secondary
education.

Alexander Paul
PARENT(S): Jesse Paul
and Windy Radke
PLANS: Work and get
grandpa's truck running.

Carson Sobrack
PARENT(S): Randy

and Holly Sobrack
PLANS: Attend Riverland
Community College.

Emily Cloutier
PARENT(S):
Chanin Cloutier
and Amy Cloutier
PLANS: Undecided

"
A

Jacey Dressen
PARENT(S): Brock
and Sara Dressen
PLANS:
Cosmetology school

Ceremony will be broadcast live on
owatonnalive.com and radio stations
106.3 FM and 1170 AM KFOW.

Alorah Weise
PARENT(S):

Jonand Holly

PLANS: Go to college.

Cayden Dean Benton
PARENT(S): Amanda
Benton, Gary Benton
PLANS: College

Emma Lorraine Kniefel
PARENT(S): Keith and
Amber Kniefel

PLANS: | will be attending
Gustavus Adolphus College
to continue my education
and basketball career.

Jade Michelle Arriaga
PARENT(S):

Jennifer Villafan
PLANS: Joining the
Marines and going to
college for criminal justice.

Alyvia Johnson
PARENT(S): Julie
and Mark Johnson
PLANS: | will be
attending SMSU

bl A

Conrad Jamey Blome
PARENT(S): Jamey and
Renae Blome

PLANS: Work at Down
& Out Seamless Rain
Gutters.

Hailee Marie Homeier
PARENT(S): Brian

and Tasha Homeier
PLANS: Continuing
my education at

the STEP school.

Jeremiah Sutcliffe
PARENT(S):
Douglas and Michele
PLANS: Attending

a community college
and work a lot.

Senior parade through Medford follows
ceremony with police and fire escort.

Austin Aase Boden Devoe
PARENT(S): Jolene PARENT(S):
and Ben John and Skye
PLANS: PLANS: RCTC

Join the work force.

Dale Troester
PARENT(S):
Cachina Rock
PLANS: Undecided

Devon Federly
PARENT(S): Josh and
Melissa Federly
PLANS: Work

L NP

Hannah Knutson Hannah Mundt
PARENT(S): PARENT(S): Aaron and
Michele Mundt
PLANS: Attend

the University of
Wisconsin- River Falls.

Timothy Knutson,
Michelle Knutson
PLANS: Going to
college for nursing.

i
Jordan Edel
PARENT(S):

Kevin and Denise Edel
PLANS: Attend the
University of Minnesota
Duluth for Mechanical
Engineering.

Jerone Xavier Chavis
PARENT(S): Joe Chavis,
Carolyn Paine

PLANS: Join the
National Guard.

HOMETOWN BANKING
— Rightt in gown backyand! —
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Joshua Brian 0'Daffer
PLANS: | plan on working
for Rice County, get my
CDL and when my body
gets sick of the manual
labor | want to move into
driving truck for Kwik Trip.

Juan Gamez
PARENT(S):

Isela Bermudez,

Angel Bermudez

PLANS: | plan on attending
community college.

Jordyn Olivia Stadler
PARENT(S): Melissa
and Jeremy Stadler
PLANS: | plan on attending
Great Falls College
Montana State University.

AW -

Kaylin Hanson
PARENT(S): Arthur and
Michele Hanson
PLANS: Join Work Force
while completing my
four year degree.

Kevin Robles
PARENT(S): Salvador
Robles Angelica Robles
PLANS: Go to college.

Jordyn Hansen
PARENT(S): Jeff and
Amy Hansen
PLANS: Undecided

4

.

. " Mackenzie Paulson
:::&é m’(‘;)'}coreu and Logan Mathew PARENT(S): Brian Paulson
Katie Nihart' Kylie Cumberland Lanaya Wacek Logan Keppers Pleschourt and Janita Paulson

PLANS: Attend Mankato
State University and
pursue a degree in
secondary English
education.

PARENT(S): Heather
and Shannon Lique
PLANS: Attend RCTC for
law enforcement.

PARENT(S): Krista and PARENT(S): Renae
Josh Alexander Keppers

PLANS: Go to Saint Paul ~ PLANS: Undecided
College.

PARENT(S): Jeremy and
Lori Cumberland
PLANS: Enrolling in a
community college.

PLANS: Attend RCTC to
continue my education in
the nursing program and
play volleyball.

\

-

Natily Kay Buck
PARENT(S): Misty
(mothen), Michael Buc
(fathe)

Michael Winslett
PARENT(S): Charles and
shirley Winslett

PLANS: Attend Missouri
State University (Mizzou)
and pursue a major in
chemistry

MaKayla Smith
PARENT(S): Tami Spitzack and
Troy Spitzack (aunt and uncle)
PLANS: | plan to attend
Lake Superior College and
transfer to the University
of Wisconsin- Superior.

Madison Masso

PLANS: Next year | plan to

take the year off and focus on
finding things | enjoy. Get a job
to save for college. In 2021 go to
college. I'm trying to figure out
what] want to do before hand.

Madison Klein

PLANS: I'm planning on
attending MSU and majoring in
biology with a minor in zoology. I
willbe staying in campus and 'm
excited because it far enough
from home but not too far.

Morgan Diane Langeslag
PARENT(S): Heidi and
Chad Langeslag

PLANS: Attend Augustana
University and study
speech pathology.

PLANS: Graduating from the
nursing program at Riverland
Community College and then
continuing my education.

River Hope Disher sawyer Shaffer Sebastian
Reilly List Rileigh Turner Riley Hill PARENT(S): Anissa PARENT(S): Christine Ryan Duncan
PARENT(S): Dave and PARENT(S): John PARENT(S): Mark and Disher, Tim Disher Shaffer-brown, Mike Brown ~ PARENT(S):
Jaine List Erickson and Lori Turner Cindy Hill PLANS: Possibly attend PLANS: Attend Central Bryan Duncan and

Sabrina Arends
PLANS: Work

PLANS: Undecided PLANS: Work towards a

degree in radiology tech.

Lakes College for heavy
equipment operation.

PLANS: Be in the pipe
line welding business.

Riverland Community
College and work.

Shelby Ganske Sierra Larson Sviatlana Danilyuk Taylor Fette Veronica Elizabeth
Shawn Johnson PARENT(S): Jason Ganske PARENT(S): David and PARENT(S): PARENT(S): Rick and Gonzalez Robles
PARENT(S): Michael and Heather Ganske Rose Larson Lyudmila and Sergey Tami Fette PARENT(S): Veronica

PLANS: To g0 to the Univer-
sity of Minnesota Duluth and
major in political science.

PLANS: Either
continuing college or
starting work.

Robles
PLANS: Join the Army.

PLANS: Be in the
Navy and attending
Corpsman school.

and Michelle Johnson
PLANS: Undecided

PLANS: I'm going
to work until I can
move out.

William VonRuden
PARENT(S):

Wyatt Brewer
PARENT(S): Jon Brewer,

Yazmin Gonzalez

Victor Guerrero iam (Billy) Chester

wil
PARENT(S): Kimberly

PARENT(S): Crispin Dan and Beckie Angie Brewer PARENT(S): Maria, Edgar
Guerrero, Susana and Gregory Chester PLANS: RCTC for a PLANS: Studying historyand ~ PLANS: Become an RN
Guerrero PLANS: Studying art ed-  business major and language, possibly pursuing and get a bachelor's
PLANS: Work ucationatUW-RiverFalls. ~ continue wrestling. a career in writing or music. degree.

Zachary Wetmore

NOT
PICTURED

NOT
PICTURED

Yeslin Mena Zachary John Finholdt g eNT(S): Jeff Wetmore

PARENT(S): Erica and PARENT(S): and Peggy Wetmore Alexis Amberg Andrew Esch

David Eric and Angie Finholdt PLANS: Attend the PARENTS: David and PARENTS: Jon and

PLANS: Study at a PLANS: Attend University of Minnesota Tammy Charlene

university. Gustavus Adolphus. and study bio-chemistry. PLANS: Undecided PLANS: Undecided
[ ] [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ]
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BP honor students will give addresses

BY HOWARD LESTRUD
STAFF WRITER

‘The 2020 commence-
ment of Blooming Prai-
rie High School seniors
will be a one of a kind
production and one they
will never forget but re-
member with fondness.

The school’s Valedic-
torian and two Salutato-
rians will address those
in virtual attendance
at the commencement
ceremonies of Sunday,
May 31.

Valedictorian is Julia
Worke, daughter of
John and Mary Worke.
Co-Salutatorians are
Adam Larson, son of
Muriel and Robert Le-
verington, and Riauna
Bishop, daughter of
Nicole and Benji Bishop.

This is the final year
that Blooming Prairie
High School will select
a Valedictorian or a
Salutatorian.

Mary Worke, senior
high guidance coun-
selor, said all three
students’ Grade Point
Averages will go up
once the year is done
and finalized.

“They are all terrific
students and role mod-
els for our community”
said Worke. “All are
very hard workers
and not only excellent
students, but help out
in many ways at BPHS
and BP,” she added.

We sent a question-
naire for each of the
three honor students.
Their responses are
printed in this account.

1) How old are you?
Who are your par-
ents? Siblings?

Julia Worke:

Tam 18 years old.

My parents are John
and Mary Worke. My
brother is Matthew and
my sister is Madison.

Adam Larson:

Tam 18 years old. My
parents are Muriel and

RIAUNA BISHOP

Robert Leverington.
Thave one brother
(Aaron Larson) and five
step-siblings (Jaime,
Chris, Josh, Stephanie,
and Jacob Leverington).

Riauna Bishop:

Tam 18 years old. My
parents are Benji and
Nicki Bishop. My broth-
er is Carter Bishop.

2) What is your
GPA? What does it
mean to you to be an
honor student?

Worke:

My GPA is 4.plus, but
should go up once my
final grades are in. Tam
honored because I know
that I have worked
hard to keep my grades
where they are. Iam
glad that all my sacri-
fices have been worth it
and I can be recognized
for my hard work in the
classroom.

Larson:

My Cumulative
GPA is 4.plus. Being an
honor students, to me,
means being an active
part of my community
and someone people can
turn to whenever they
need help.

Bishop:

My GPA is 4.plus.

It means alot to me to
be an honor student

ADAM LARSON JULIA WORKE
because I have put lots my confirmation class.I part-time one. I ship
of time and effort into have also Painted the out for Basic and AIT
getting good gradesand ~ Town Pink, Volunteered in the fall and once I'm
Itake pride in the home-  at BPRA camps, helped done with that I plan on
work that I complete. with concessions at attending either the U of
3) Please list your school and fundraised for M or West Point. I plan

activities in school.
‘Worke:

prom. I have also carried
banners in the Fourth of

Volleyball, Basket- July in the past.
ball, Softball, FCCLA, Larson:
Minnesota Honor So- Tam a part of Emer-
ciety, Student Council gency Services Mentor-
Representative, Speech, ing (E.S.M.) which helps
Football Statistician to provide anyone aged
Larson: 14-20 the basics of being

Cross Country, Ro-
botics, Track, Minneso-

apolice officer, EMT,
firefighter, and SW.A.T.

ta Honor Society. Bishop:
Bishop: Tam a Sunday school
Iam in Volleyball, teacher, I am a teacher

Softball, FCCLA, and

helper at the Elementary,

the musical. I am also Thave volunteered at
a part of the Minnesota Cancer Group events and
Honor Society. ‘Women of Today events,
4) How are you in- ayouth board member at
volved in community First Lutheran Church,
service? and a Vacation Bible
‘Worke: School teacher.
Thave been active in 5) What are your
the church. Iam a Sun- plans following high

day school Teacher, Vaca-
tion Bible School Teach-

school graduation?
Worke:

er, and a Coffee Server. Iplan to attend Wi-
In 2018, I went to the nona State University
ELCA youth gathering and major in Business
in Houston and helped Administration with a
rebuild an elementary minor in Spanish.
school there. I have Larson:

also gone to a homeless Over the summer
shelter and made meals I want to get a full-

for the homeless with time job alongside my

on majoring in comput-
er science and minoring
in philosophy.

Bishop:

Twill be attend-
ing Minnesota State
University of Mankato
and will be majoring in
nursing.

6) How are you
dealing with the coro-
navirus essentially
taking your senior
year away?

Worke:

Tam sad that our
class cannot all cele-
brate together, but I un-
derstand that we need
to social distance. Tam
also sad that spring
sports cannot be played,
but I am extremely
grateful for my experi-
ence at BPHS. I've been
busy with homework,
working, cooking,
biking, and watching
Netflix/Hulu.

Larson:

Ihave started to look
into different philos-
ophies that deal with
how one should act
when, to put it simply,

life gets tough. I have
also been reading Terry
Goodkind’s The Sword
of Truth series.

Bishop:

Tam very sad, but I
have learned to go with
the flow and accept the
fact that I will not get
that time and those
memories back. I have
been trying to stay in
contact with friends and
classmates throughout
this time to feel still
connected. Our softball
team does team zooms
every week, which is
fun to be able to still feel
part of a team and still
create fun memories in
the best way possible.

7) What advice do
you have for your
underclassmen?

Worke:

Make sure to study
for tests and don’t be
afraid to ask for help or
give help.

Larson:

Tdon’t think I can
stress enough how im-
portant it is to become
involved in something
during high school,
whether that’s only
being in the yearly play
or being in every sport.
1 truly believe that high
school is fun and enjoy-
able when you put effort
into enjoying it instead
of taking the easy route
and saying school is
dumb and that life is
horrible.

Bishop:

The time spent in
high school flies by.

Go to sporting events,
dances, and participate
in any fun things such
as homecoming and
dress up days. You can
never get that time back
and the time flies by

so make it count. Don’t
take anything for grant-
ed and live up each and
every day of high school
and make memories
with your classmates
and friends.

Congratulations BP seniors on earning $49K in scholarships

American Legion Citizen- Karson Vigeland Scholarship

ship Award Matmen John Carlson Grace Robins

Baylee Sorensen Scholarship Education Foundation
DJ Stender Dylan Nirk Viridiana Villarreall
American Legion Certifi- Steele-Waseca Cooperative  Jaycee/Blooming Prairie
cate of School Award Electric Education Foundation
Adam Larson Maya Lembke Baylee Sorensen

Joseph Meyer JMAC Scholarship Zach Weber

National Choral Award Gabe Hagen Julia Worke

Cortney Espe Gemini Johnson Farmer’s Co-op Elevator
National John Phillip Sou-  Karson Vigeland Riauna Bishop

sa Outstanding Concert Viridiana Villarreal Marti Snider

Band Musician Award Julia Worke James Underwood Award
Viridiana Villarreal Open Arms Yellow Ribbon Kisha Aquino

Woody Herman Outstand- Suicide Prevention Pro- Cortney Espe

ing Jazz Musician Award gram Scholarship Marti Snider

Elizabeth Bramstedt Baylee Sorensen Rachel & Emerson Har-
Patrick S. Gilmore Out- Robert E Meyerhofer berts Award

standing Concert Band Scholarship Emily Krampitz
Musician Award Jarrett Larson LeMar Nelson Award
Colton Krell Alice Myers Memorial Julia Worke

Arkema Scholarship Scholarship Magnuson Presidential
Viridiana Villarreal Cortney Espe Scholarship

Federated Insurance From the BP Education Luke Rennie

Baylee Sorensen Foundation Magnuson Scholarships
Dale Hansen Memorial Eric Kaplan Memorial Riauna Bishop
Scholarship Karson Vigeland Maya Lembke

Baylee Sorensen Rodney Nelson Memorial Marti Snider

Baylee Sorensen Srsen-Ressler Blossom
Viridiana Villarreal Scholarship
Julia Worke Riauna Bishop
AUW Gemini Johnson
Riauna Bishop Grace Robins
Gemini Johnson Marti Snider
Baylee Sorensen Viridiana Villarreal
Viridiana Villarreal Julia Worke
BP Fire Department Zachary Archer
Hope Johnson Maya Lembke
Emily Krampitz Luke Rennie
Jayde Wacek Karson Vigeland
BP Ambulance Stix of Fury
Jayde Wacek Viridiana Villarreal
BP Teachers Association Katie Nelson Kindness
Viridiana Villarreal Scholarship
Julia Worke Grace Robins
Lions American Red Cross Schol-
Riauna Bishop arship
Gemini Johnson Adam Larson
Baylee Sorensen Viridiana Villarreal
Parker Vaith Connie Njos-Gilbertson
Karson Vigeland Award
Julia Worke Julia Worke
‘Women of Today Blooming Prairie Letter Club
Gemini Johnson Outstanding Senior Athletes
Marti Snider Julia Worke
Mac McFarlin Harriet Gabriel Hagen
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local businesses.
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SALas Auto Repain Inc.

Robert Salinas
Family-Owned

507-583-6620

Your ad could be here!

smelimes

FAMILY MARKET

237 Hwy Ave. S + Blooming Prairie  583-6671
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LARGE SELECTIONS
LOW PRICES
495 West N. ST.

Owatonna
507-451-7220
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facebook

1322 Ave NE * Blooming Prairie
507.583.6613 * FREE CONSULTATION

Deboral Lien
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ORTHODONTIC SPECIALIST

870 32 Ave. NW, Owatonna

Emergency or on the farm repair

507-455-0388
(Atter hours 507-455-0483)

Darrick Schewe
Owner
507-583-9994

Localed in NAPA Auto Parts Bulding

FLOOR
TECH

322 East Main St.
Blooming Prairie

507-583-2276
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www.minimizer.com
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Care centers working hard to
protect most vulnerable residents

BY KAREN
M. JORGENSEN
COUNTY WRITER

As the COVID-19 vi-
rus continues to infect
an increasing number
of people in Minnesota,
nursing homes and con-
gregate living facilities
are bearing the biggest
burden when it comes
to the most serious
illnesses and deaths.

For the staff at Fair-
view Care Center and
other congregate living
facilities in the area, it
means extra vigilance
in protecting the most
vulnerable.

“We're doing fine,”
said Jane Sheeran,
director of the coun-
ty-owned care center in
Dodge Center. “We still

d »

have the restrictions. the building, she said.
That’s a toughie, but There is a sanitizing
we continue tolistento  wash for shoes and
the Mi Depart- lcohol-based hand
ment of Health and the sanitizer before the
Centers for Disease staff begin their shifts.
Control. And they wear their
No visitors are personal protective
allowed into the care equipment (PPE) at all
center, she said. That times. Temperatures
current restriction are taken again mid-
runs through the end shift, she said.
of May and it will be Currently, Sheer-

re-evaluated at that
time. There have been
no cases of COVID-19

at the facility, she said,
and that is due to the
hard work of staff mem-
bers, who are following
strict protocols to keep
the residents safe.

All staff members
are screened and have
their temperatures
taken when they enter

an said, the facility is
“sitting good” with the
supply of PPEs.

“We're taking care of
the very, very vulner-
able in here,” Sheeran
said. In deciding the
best care for the resi-
dents, she said, the staff
is relying on the most
educated, informed and
knowledgeable sources
available.
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ASSISTED LIVING & MEMORY CARE

While the strict rules
are hard on everyone,
she said, it is especially
hard on the residents.

They miss seeing
their families in person
and it was particular-
1y hard on Mother’s
Day. While there is
no personal contact
between residents and
their families, they can
see each other during
window meetings
where they talk to each
other on the telephone
with residents looking
out the window of their
room and the family
looking in from the
outside. Facetime and
Skype are two other
ways residents can keep
in touch.

It has also changed
the way the residents
see their doctors,
Sheeran said. Only very
essential health care
workers are allowed in
the building. Instead the
medical staff at Kasson
Clinic meets with their
patients using tele-
medicine with iPads.
Mayo helped set up the
system, Sheeran said.

One things that
hasn’t changed, Sheer-
an said, is the necessity

T Saeam Tce

For

(Cream

SUBMITTED PHOTO.

With Fairview Care Center allowing no visitors because
of the COVID-19 pandemic, the staff has been working
hard not only to keep the residents safe but also to

for residents to get provide activities for them. Recently, residents got

outside. Although there  outside, always keeping a safe distance from others, to

are no longer outings, enjoy ice cream.

staff members do take

residents outside on the The community has Sheeran added that

grounds individually, also been supportive, she believes the stay-

making sure everyone she said, among other at-home order was

is masked and keeping things supplying cloth successful and it has

a safe distance. masks for residents. helped keep the in-
“The staff have just They have also donated  fection rate down and

been fabulous,” Sheer- money that has al- allowing time to build

an said. “They are
definitely heroes.”

lowed the purchased of
pre-packaged treats.

GUEST COLUMN

Find the poet in yourself

up supplies at medical
facilities.

yibrank
i

sy

REALIFE

COOPERATIVE

235 22nd St. SE, Owatonn,

BY DON HEINZMAN looking at yourself and 1980 copyright National
. having some fun at the Association of Social
Currently offering 1 and 2 bedroom If ever we need to same time. Workers Press)
assisted living apartments. find a new method to GeriChavisisapo-  There s time to stop
. - - deal with feelings, con- etry therapist and psy- traveling...
Plus: Studio apqrtmerg t in memory care fusion and emotions, chologist from Edina, to get off other people’s
at all-inclusive rate. thetimeisnow,dueto  andretired afterbeing  subways
f? o 1l a sudden, mysterious aprofessor of Englishat  to halt airplanes from
Resp ite care also available! virus that threatens to St. Catherine’s Universi-  landing in your life.
change the way we live. ty for 41 years. She also A time to refuel your-
Because we are liv- is a board member and self.
Senior Housing Manager ing together for so long, past president of the A time to be snowbound
507.320.0278 perhaps some of youare  National Association of within your own pri-
- - open to a new way at Poetry Therapy and an vate s)
author of three books where the only number
and is close to finishing ~ you diali
a fourth one. is your own.
Chavis suggests try- Natasha Lynne Vodges
. ing a poetic process that Chavis’ comments:
V travel better results in your writing
apoem and sharing 1 invite you to ponder
it with other family and write addressing
Nonh Amer'ca's #1 members. This is not the following questions:
Trav Agent Network the traditional poetry Whose “subways” have
s youmay have learned. It  you been recently travel-
’ can be a combination of ing on? What “airplanes”
pmer tailored trips words that express feel- have landed in your life
nalized recommendations ings{ poems t}t;at1 can be }zlt the, presen}gime? li‘

E PR written, recited, drama- lect upon what it is like
tailed knowledge of d'e'stlnatlons tized and even sung. to be “snowbound” and
d"le deals & Amenities “Weareallpoetsand  what it is like to “dial”

the best story tellers of only your own number.
our lives,” said Chavis. Now it is your turn
[W/’s’ experts bring all this Here is a simple ex- to let your thoughts
and more to YOUR next trip! planation of this poetic take over. Go to your
process that you can private space where you
. f o~ use in your own home can think, drill down
with family members. into your life and let
Cedar Ave. Owatonna Chavis suggests the the words sink in and
» 507 45 5 11 7 0 poem “Snowbound” by stimulate your mind.
' 3 Natasha Lynne Vodges,
- (from Social Work25,1, SEE FIND THE POET, B7
* Full kitchens * Cable television

* WiFi Internet
* Guest room available

* 1-2 Bedrooms
* Garages available
* Many more amenities

for individuals 55 and older at a reasonable price.
Call Jon Arnett at 455-3735 for a tour

com

www.realifeowato

pu

Timberdale

& ASSISTED LIVING IN OWATONNA

Finding fulfillment in each new day

Eagle Senior Living

MEMORY CARE

334/364 Cedardale Dr. SE
Trace  Owatonna, MN 55060

507-446-8600
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FIND THE POET: in yourself nonss

Then write your own
poem. It doesn’t have to
rhyme, but give it some
structure maybe with
some rhythm. Your
poem doesn’t have to be
serious; it can be in any
mood that moves you to
write.

After everyone has
finished composing
their poem, the next
step is to re-group and
share the poems. This
will be the fun part
and you will be sur-
prised at how creative
you are, says Chavis.

She comments:

“Sharing poems and
creating your own po-
etic expressions can be
very healing, comfort-
ing, and community
building at this time
of increased isolation,
fear, anxiety, disap-
pointment, grief, and
uncertainty”, she says.

“Reading poems
aloud provides an even
deeper engagement
with their music and
meaning. We expe-
rience the rhythm,
pauses, and emphases
in a physical way. And
memorizing short,
comforting poems
helps them become a

part of us. We can sum-
mon them up, when we
most need them.”
Perhaps your origi-
nal poem will be your
best inspiration.
Another poem that

Chavis recommends is:

Lost and Found
Things I have lost:

A few umbrellas. I no
longer carry one.
Assilver ring - three
strands plaited, a pret-
ty thing,

my very first.

A poem sent to me by
my friend.

Some memories. Now,
Idon’t know which
ones they were.

And found:

On Spiddal beach,
among the stones, a
pendant,

No chain attached, a
fairy charm.

Late at night, a bunch
of carnations, fresh,
lying in the middle of
our street.

In Strandhill, on my
loneliest day, a pebble
with the imprint of a
long-gone sea shell.
By Imelda Maguire
(From Shout If You
Want Me to Sing.
Summer Palace Press,
2004)

During this time
when we are experienc-
ing such a wide array of
losses, temporary and
perhaps permanent, it is
healing to balance our
griefand disappoint-
ment with reflections on
what we have gained.
Using the basic form of
Maguire’s poem, write
your own two-stanza
poem, beginning stanza
one with the words,
“Things I have lost:
and stanza two with the
words, “and found:

Tsuggest writing
your own version of your
“Lockdown,” using the
beginning of key lines
as starting points and
creating your own lists:
Yes, thereis ...../ But there
is.../Waketo .../ Listen

.../ Open ...

Finally, as they say,
“You may be a poet and
don’t know it.”

Don Heinzman is
a retired journalist
who spent more than
50 years working in
community newspa-
pers in Minnesota.
He has provided
consulting for the
Steele County Times
in the past.

Hormel Institute scientist finds
breakthrough for liver cancer

Dr. Ningling Kang,

potential target to block

For their next step,

head of the Tumor cancer/liver commu- Dr. Kang and her lab
Microenvironment and nications and liver will test if an inhibitor
Metastasis lab at The metastasis - it helps us targeting Diaphl is
Hormel Institute UMN, asweseek tofindhowto effective at preventing
published a discov- prevent and stop cancer and suppressing liver
ery describing how from progressing.” metastasis of colorectal
a particular protein, Cancer that originates cancer in models, and
diaphanous homolog 1 from the colon, pancreas, hopefully, in cancer
(Diaph1), turns normal or breast can spread into patients in the future.
liver cells into can- the liver. This process is Metastatic cancers can
cer-promoting cells. called metastasis. In the be much more difficult
“Protein diaphanous liver, cancer cells com- to treat than cancers
homolog 1 (Diaph1) municate with the cells that have not spread to
promotes myofibroblas- that normally live in the other parts of the body.
tic activation of hepatic liver, cells called hepatic This is why research
stellate cells by regulat- stellate cells. The cancer like Dr. Kang’s is so
ing Rabsa activity and cells can transform the important, to find new
TGF? receptor endocy- hepatic stellate cells into ideas for how to treat
tosis” was published in metastasis-promotingmy-  metastatic cancers.
The FASEB Journal. ofibroblasts. These myofi- Another of Dr.
Multiple researcher broblasts make thelivera ~ Kang's papers, “p300
from Dr. Kang’s lab at more ing place for Acetyltr Isa
The Hormel Institute metastatic cancer. Cytoplasm-to-Nucleus
worked together to make The newly published Shuttle for SMAD2/3
this discovery. study by Dr. Kang and TAZ Nuclear
“Hepatic stellate cells and her lab reveals Transport in Trans-
create a microenviron- that a protein called forming Growth Factor
ment that helps cancer diaphanous homolog ?-Stimulated Hepatic
cells to implant and grow 1(Diaph1) promotes Stellate Cells”, pub-
in the liver,” said Dr. the transformation of lished in Hepatology,
Kang, who joined The hepatic stellate cells was just named the top
Hormel Institute in 2013 into myofibroblasts by downloaded paper of
coming from Mayo Clinic. ~ regulating the function 2018-2019, making it
“This discovery is of TGF? receptor 2 and one of the most widely
important because it TGF? signaling of hepat-  read papers in the high
supports Diaphl as a ic stellate cells. impact journal.

TRADITIONS I
195 24TH PL NW
OWATONNA

507-455-0700

WHERE FAMILY TAKES
CARE OF FAMILY!

TRADITIONS II

Raitie Mlanor—

Cate Center

We are a skilled nursing and
assisted living facility that offers:

150 241H ST. NE
OWATONNA

507-451-0433

* home health care
< rehabilitative services
* outpatient & inpatient therapy

CHECK US OUT FOR YOUR LIVING NEEDS!
220 3rd St NW - Blooming Prairie

583-4434

ECUMEN®
Brooks & CountrySide

Premier senior living communities in Owatonna

Spacious apartment with kitchen, bathroom & closet space
Utilities (heat, water, electric & garbage removal)

High speed internet

Meals

Weekly housekeeping and general maintenance

Monthly round trip transportation

Daily snack & social hour

Exercise programs, daily activities & church services
Community spaces for entertaining family & friends
Beautiful backyard space with walking path

Hair salon

Emergency call pendant

Customized service plan

Compassionate and dedicated staff on-site 24 hours a day

(1} It has been phenomenal for my mom and dad. The staff at
Ecumen Brooks truly make it so wonderful. Without the caring
staff they have, the community would just be another building.

- Kathy, daughter

Call 507-461-9277 to schedule your tour today!
Ecumen Brooks Ecumen CountrySide

2480 St. Paul Road, Owatonna 650 EI Dorado Street SE, Owatonna
EcumenBrooks.Org EcumenCountrySide.Org

ANDERSON

—— Quality monuments since 1870

- AWARD-WINNING CRAFTSMEN OF MEMORIALS LARGE AND SMALL -
CALL OR STOP BY ONE OF OUR SHOWROOMS TO SEE HOW WE CAN
TELL YOUR STORY IN STONE.

AUSTIN

507 437 3636
106 4th St. SW

ROCHESTER
507 282 7502
2843 South Broadwa

ANDERSONMEMORIALSINC.COM

SIG/0 OFF

|
I
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i
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I
|
1
|
|
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,000 Or more
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NOTICE

NOTICE OF
MORTGAGE FORE-
CLOSURE SALE

Date: May 13, 2020

YOU ARE NOTIFIED
THAT:

1. Default has occurred
in the conditions of that
certain Mortgage and
Security Agreement
and Fixture Financing
Statement dated June
26, 2007, executed by
Owatonna  Hospitality
LLC, a Minnesota limit-
ed liability company, to
Minnwest Bank, M.V.,
a Minnesota banking
corporation, now known
as Minnwest Bank, and
filed for record on July
12, 2007, as Document
No. A000350967, in the
Office of the County Re-
corder of Steele Coun-
ty, Minnesota, and as
thereafter modified.

2. The original princi-
pal amount secured
by the Mortgage was
$6,000,000.00.

3. No action or proceed-
ing atlaw is now pending
to recover the debt se-
cured by the Mortgage,
or any part thereof.

4. The holder of the
Mortgage has complied
with all conditions prec-
edent to acceleration of
the debt secured by the
Mortgage and foreclo-
sure of the Mortgage,
and all notice and other
requirements of appli-
cable statutes.

5. At the date of this no-
tice the amount due on
the Mortgage, and tax-
es, if any, paid by the
holder of the Mortgage
is the following sum:
$2,936,327.41.

6. Pursuant to the power

of sale in the Mortgage,
the Mortgage will be
foreclosed, on the land
described as follows:

Lot 2, Block 1, Three
Corners Addition No.
2, Steele County,
Minnesota.

Street Address: 2365
Northwest 43 Street,
Owatonna, MN 55060
PIN 17-509-0102

together with all fixtures,
equipment,  machinery,
and personal property of
any kind which is locat-
ed at or necessary to the
use of the foregoing real
estate;

all of which real estate
and personal property
will be sold by the Sher-
iff of Steele County, Min-
nesota, at public auction
on July 15, 2020, at
10:00 o'clock a.m. at the
Steele County Sheriff's
Office, 204 Pearl Street,
Owatonna,  Minnesota
55060.

7. The time allowed by
law for redemption by
the Mortgagor, or the
Mortgagor's  personal
representatives or as-
signs, is twelve (12)
months after the date of
sale.

Mortgagee:
By Scott T. Larison
Attorney for Mortgagee
Lathrop GPM LLP
1010 West St. Germain,
Suite 500
St. Cloud, MN 56301
(320) 252-4414
527

NOTICE

REGULAR SCHOOL
BOARD MEETING
BLOOMING PRAIRIE,
MINNESOTA
March 16, 2020

A regular school
board meeting of the

School Board of Inde-
pendent School District
#756,

Blooming Prairie,
Minnesota, was held in
the High School Media
Center on March 16,
2020 at

7:15 p.m. (Open Fo-
rum at 7:00 p.m.).

OPEN FORUM - No
comments.

I. CALL TO ORDER
—CHAIRPERSON

Il. PLEDGE OF AL-
LEGIANCE

Il. ROLL CALL -
CLERK Dean Meshke,
Jenny Thurnau, Jon
Sunde, Steve llle,

Rodney Krell, Kelly
Braaten, Pam Hameis-
ter

ALSO PRESENT:
Superintendent of
Schools,  Elementary
School Principal,

High School Princi-
pal, Associate Principal,
Member of the BPTA

MEMBERS
SENT: None

IV. APPROVAL OF
AGENDA

Motion by Jenny
Thurnau and seconded
by Steve llle to approve
the agenda. Motion car-
ried.

(7 Aye/0 Nay)

V. PRINCIPAL RE-
PORTS

Principal reports giv-
en by Mr. Schwarz, Mr.
Worke, and Ms Mach.

VI. ITEMS ON
WHICH BOARD AC-
TION IS REQUESTED

A. Minutes, Bills,
Treasurer’s Report,
Resignations, Dona-
tions

Motion by Jenny
Thurnau and second-
ed by Jon Sunde to
approve school board
minutes, bills, treasur-
er's report, resigna-
tions, and donations as
presented. Motion car-
ried. (7 Aye/0 Nay)

AB-

B. Employment

Motion by  Kelly
Braaten and seconded
by Steve llle to approve
the employment of Lisa
Kelly as an elementary
special education para-
professional  effective
February 25, 2020. Mo-
tion carried. (7 Aye/0
Nay)

Motion by Pam Ham-
eister and seconded by
Steve llle to approve the
employment of Jenna
Volgarino as the LEGO
robotics coach (jr. hi.)
starting with the 2020-
21 school year. Motion
carried. (6 Aye-Meshke,
Thurnau, Sunde, llle,
Braaten, Hameister/0
Nay/1 Abstained-Krell)

C. Volunteer Coach-
es

None to be noted.

D. Timeline for Food
Service Bids

Motion by Jenny Thur-
nau and seconded by
Pam Hameister to ap-
prove the MDE required
food service bid process.
Motion carried. (7 Aye/0
Nay)

VIl. ITEMS OF IN-
FORMATION AND/OR
DISCUSSION ONLY

A. Elementary Secu-
rity Project
Superintendent Staloch
presented an update on
the project.

B. Committee Re-
ports

A report update was
given on the following

committees:  Education
Foundation, ~ Wellness,
and ZED.

C. Enroliment Data

Enroliment  for  the
2019-20 school year as
of March 10, 2020 is 428
at the elementary school
(Grades K-6) and 368 at
the high school (grades
7-12) (357 attending
BPHS and the equiv-
alency of 11 attending
PSEO). The PSEO
number consists of 4 se-
niors and 5 juniors with
attendance being full-

time plus 4 juniors with
attendance being part-
time.

D. Dates to Note

The Board noted
dates of importance.

VIll. SUPERINTEN-
DENT OR BOARD
MEMBER ITEMS

1. Covid-19 updates.

2. Continuing to work
with Dennis Heinmer-
man regarding gym
acoustics.

IX. ADJOURNMENT

Motion by Jon Sunde
and seconded by Steve
llle to adjourn the meet-
ing at 7:56 p.m.

Motion carried. (7
Ayel0 Nay)

Tentatively, the next
Regular School Board
Work Session will be
held on Thursday,

April 16, 2020, at
6:00 a.m. in the Board
Room at the High
School. Tentatively,

the next regular
meeting of the School
Board will be Monday,
April 20, 2020, at

7:15 p.m. in the High
School Media Center
(Open Forum begins
at 7:00 p.m.).

A

Clerk of the School
Board

Independent School
District #756
Blooming Prairie, Min-
nesota
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NOTICE

REGULAR SCHOOL
BOARD WORK
SESSION
BLOOMING PRAIRIE,
MINNESOTA
March 12, 2020

A regular school
board work session
was held at 6:00 a.m.
on Thursday, March
12, 2020, in the Board
Room at the High
School.

MEMBERS PRES-
ENT: Dean Meshke,
Jenny Thurnau, Jon
Sunde, Steve llle, Rod-
ney Krell, Kelly Braaten,
Pam Hameister

MEMBERS ABSENT:

None
ALSO PRESENT: Su-
perintendent of Schools;
Member of the BPTA
DISCUSSION
ITEMS: General review
and dis ion was held

copy
of the official minutes
may be found in their
entirety in the official
minute book located in
the superintendent’s
office at the high
school; however, they
will not be available
until approved by the
School Board.
Respectfully Submitted,
Pam Hameister

on agenda items for the

March 16, 2020, regular
school board meeting.

Respectfully Submitted,

Pam Hameister

Clerk of the School

Board

Independent School

District #756

Blooming Prairie,

Minnesota

5/27

"Times

To Join, Call (507) 583-4431
Out-of-Town

Business Directory

Family Owned Since 1978

ELLIS BODY
SHOP

JACK & TRACY ELLIS

507-451-0845
(800) 310-0845
FAX (507) 451-0540

v ‘,
FARMERS

INSURANCE

Michael Bishman

121 West Broadway St.

Owatonna, MN 55060
Phone:(507) 451-0193 ¢ Fax: (507) 451-6640

orenson’s

APPLIANCE & TV

101 North Central Ave » Geneva, MN
Open Monday & Thursday till 8 p.m.
Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday till 5 p.m.

Saturday till 3 p.m.

507-256-125

‘www.sorensonsappliance.com

\ﬁ

O siceie county

11mes

Owatonna
1180 Frontage Rd. E,

Owatonna, MN

507-455-9551
OwatonnaGranite.com

Blooming Prairie
Public Utilities

(507) 583-6683
Blooming Prairie, MN

You Know You Should,
PREPLANNING
Why Not Today?

Personalized Pre-srrangement
Secure & Flexivle Profunding
Purple@Cross
Plans -
SE! RE <

FLEXIBLE
PEACE OF MIND

FUNERAL HOME
1801 4th Street NW
A MN

www.worlein.com 2’

i 433-5000

AWARD RECIPENT

PUZZLE SOLUTION

Jennifer Walsh

507-438-6676
email: jenwalsh@kw.com
web: jenwalsh.kw.com

Licensed in Minnesota

Serving Serving Steele, Dodge,

Mower and Freeborn counties, including
Rochester, Byron, Kasson and Owatonna.

KELLER 1
PREMIER REALTY mts.

o L ( J » o o o
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DEALS ON WHEELS
Sell your car, bike, RV,

trailer, and anything
wheels today!!
Over 25,000 in househ

TO PLACE AN AD
Steele County Times
507-583-4431

bptimes @frontiernet.net
411 E. Main St.,

on

olds

Prairie, MN 55917

CLASSIFIED

Serving Steele, Mower, Freeborn, Dodge, and Olmsted C

UP TO 20 WORDS; 10¢ FOR EACH WORD AFTER

STUDENT
EMPLOYME

CALEB’S PET SITTING,
Cats and Dogs, please
call me at 507-634-
7907. 33t
SAMANTHA UPHAM'S
BABYSITTING/NANNY
services I'm a 15-year-
old honors student enter-
ing my sophomore year
at Kasson High School
| have babysitting expe-
rience and have been
through a class specific
for caring for young chil-
dren. | am best suited to
care for toddlers through
young teens. Available 7
days a week and can be
very flexible with times.
| will ensure a summer
full of fun! (references
upon request) 507-358-

270
NICKS LAWN MOW-
ING SERVICE. 50% off
first mowing with a con-
tract for 1 year. Weekly
or vacation, residential or
commercial, yard clean-
up, mowing and trimming,
satisfaction guaranteed.
10 years of experience.
FREE estimates. Please
call 507-696-3849 and
leave a message. TFNpd
BRIANNA'S LAWN
CARE SERVICES. Mow-
ing, trimming, complete
yard cleanup. Weekly or
on call. Satisfaction guar-
anteed. FREE estimates.
Call 507-421-7945.

BARGAIN
FINDERS

INTERLOCK bullet edg-
er. 8 cm, red/charcoal.
59 count. $10. 635-
5511 sTTapd
OLD PLAT BOOK AT-
LAS 1928 OImsted, 1912
Freeborn, 1927 Faribault.
Also, Old World Census
Atlas. 1940, 1911, and
1887. All in good condi-
tion. $75-150 OBO. Call
507-450-5395. siTTaps
2009 ELECTRIC POW-
ER CHAIR (Jazzey Se-
lect GT). Two new bat-
teries, like new condition.
$4,100 new. Asking $750
OBO. 507-450-5395s2s74p0
4 PADDED OAK
CHAIRS. $50. If interest-
ed, please call 507-528-
2252 after 6 p.m.  szstaps

AGED HORSE MANURE
for the garden connois-
seur. Courtesy of Lady
Maggie. Call Madeline to
place your spring order.
$4 for 5-gallon bucket or
$9 for a 13-gallon bag.
Customers must provide
bucket or bags. Cal 507-
634-6293. TENNG
4 BICYCLES. All in good
condition. LANDRIDER,
10-speed, auto  shift,
26-inch step thru frame.
$100. MONTAGUEX,
26-inch, collapsible, 18
speed. $150. SCHWINN
MIRADA, step thru frame
15 speed, 26-inch. $75
ELECTRA TOWNIE, 20-
inch. $100. If interested
call 507-421-2833 seirspa
12-FOOT MirroCraft Alu-
minum Boat $300. If inter-
ested please call 507-528-
2252 after 6 p.m.  sesrsp

GARAGE SALE
KASSON

LARGE 4 PARTY Ga-
rage Sale. Partial estate.
Friday, May 29 from 8-6
and Saturday, May 30
from 8-12. 407 15th Ave.
NW, Kasson.

s28pa

Located just out of
city limits NE of Dodge Center.

Please call (507) 220-5689

BARGAIN FINDER
Sell your items for $50 or
less. Run it for four weeks.
ONLY $5!

TO PLACE AN AD

Dodge County Independent
Dodge County Advantage
507-634-7503 * dci@kmtel.com

121 W. Main St., Kasson, MN 55944

VICTIM
WVICES

A senvice of DFO
Community Corrections
Sexual Assault Program
&Victim Witness
Assistance Program
Advocacy, information and
assistance for victim/survivors
of sexual assault and other
crimes. Community and
professional education and
consultation. Al services
free and confidential.
Locatedin Courthouse,

N

Professional Sales Opportunity

We're looking for an enthusiast and driven person to build
relationships and help other businesses grow through advertising
sales and marketing opportunities. The right candidate will help our
community newspaper, which includes a weekly newspaper, shopper,
website and social media, grow our digital and newspaper platforms.
We offer a variety of special section opportunities as well as a
competitive commission plus base salary. Send your resume and
letter of interest to Publisher Keith Hansen at keithhdci@kmtel.com.

INDEPENDENT

DODGE COUNTY

Mantorville
Mon.-Fri. 8 am. - 4:30 p.m. SIX FEF]
635-6266 hFEED,
or call collect 24 hours ISH |
UAN

Roundup? Cancer?

Diagnosed with Non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma?
Regular user of Roundup?

Give us a click or call - we can help you get compensation

[ piEERERS 507-424-3000

INJURY LAWYERS PATTERSONDAHLBERG.COM

OCAL MINNESOTA LAW FIRM

Help Us Build
Strong Communities

Duininck is now accepting applications

Field Technician

Duiningk,Ic. LLC s a family-run company
foundedin 1926, row n i eneralon

Duiningk
an expenenced Field Technician 10 join o Prinary fnclons ofhese pos-

jobisies

andinspect
epairs; with

supenvisor andlor others as needed; repar replace, calbate, adjust andor rebuid

components; q for proper

and more. q

For com. We offer

and

Find us on

INDEPENDENT

SELL IT

Item must n-
priced $50 or less!
Runs for 4 weeks

Olmst
Upto20

bargin is

l&@% ; 5

Place your ad and reach over
25,000 households in Steele, Dodge

ted, Mower and Freeborn counties.
words

Bargain inder classiieds wil un in four publications and covers 12 communites. You
hawover,

this special.
Must be prepaid prior to ad running.

ADisritage

Times

INDEPENDENT

Contact us fo learn more about opportunites fo join our feam

phone 320-978-6011 web duininck.com

“; DUININCK

Duininck i an EEOIAAMFNeUDisabiity Employer

Have you used
ohnson & Johnson

Baby Powder

Were you diagnosed with
ovarian cancer?

Call or click today for a FREE consultation

612-436-1973
www.johnsonbecker.com

JOHNSON / BECKER

Dedicated to Seeking Justice

CAREER OPPORTUNITY

Resident Assistant

-~

«FT&PT10p.m.-6a.m.
«FT&PT2p.m.-10p.m,

Cook

«PT11am.-7p.m.

Apply on Indeed or
800 5th Ave. NW,
Kasson, MN - EOE

THE BUTCHER'S BUNDLE
at et Mignons

\

COMBO PRICE 56999
+4 MORE BURGERS FREE

ORDER NOW! 1.844.331.1614

‘wvew.OmahaSteaks.com

EQUIPMENT FOR SALE

Mahindra Finance USA will offer the following
repossessed equipment for sale to the high-
est bidder for certified funds, plus applicable
sales tax.

MAD 2555H C CAB TRACTOR
S/N 55HCL01242

MAD 2555CL LOADER

S/N 55CLL00168

06/03/2020

Equipment

Date of
sale
Time of
Sale
Place of
Sale

11:00 A.M.

Minn Ag Group
601 8th St. SE
KASSON, MN 55944

Equipment can be inspected at place of sale.
The equipment will be sold AS IS, without
warranty. Final sale of equipment will be con-
tingent upon winning bidder meeting all ap-
plicable federal and state regulatory require-
ments. We reserve the right to bid.

For further information please contact
Steve Jaeger (612) 801-3366
Reference Number: 2054776.

521,28

to grow v

We want

vith you!

We're looking for an enthusiast and driven person
to build relationships and help other businesses
grow through advertising sales and marketing
opportunities. The right candidate will help our
community-owned newspaper group, which
includes two weekly newspapers, a shopper,
website and social media, grow our digital and
newspaper platforms. We offer a variety of special
section opportunities as well as high commission

MCAN

Minnesota Classified Advertising Network =%

WANTED: ALL 19708
MOTORCYCLES
Running or not. Titled or not. Prices
will fall soon. Sell now while prices
are high! Call Dan at 612/720-2142

NEED SOME CASH!
Scll us your unwanted gold, jewelry,
waiches & diamonds. BBB A plus
rated www.GetGoldGeek.com/mnna
Request your 100 percent free, no
risk, no strings attached appraisal kit.
Call Gold Geek today:  844/467-0301

mention  code:

DISH NETWORK §59.99

For 190 channels! Add high speed
internet for only $19.95/month. Call
today for $100 gift card! Best value
& technology. Free installation.
855/562-4309 (some restrictions apply).

ENJOY 100% PERFECTLY TENDER
and guaranteed! 20 main courses plus
Order the Butcher’s
Bundle - only $69.99. Call 844/331-1614
61086TVG  or
www.omahasteaks.com/dinner397

get 4 free burgers.

AT&T WIRELESS
Two great new offers! Ask how to get
the new iPhone 11 or Next Genera-
tion Samsung Galaxy S10e on us with
AT&T’s Buy one, Give One offer.
While supplies last! Call 855/332-0464

Call

DIRECTV
SWITCH & SAVE!
$39.99/month. Select all-included pack-
age. 155 channels. 1000s of shows/mov-
ies on demand. Free Genie HD DVR
upgrade.  Premium  movie  channels,
FREE for 3 months! Call 877/350-0094

visit

for_sales and base salary. We have aflexm_le work Advertise here VOBILEHELP or 5 months Cal BT
environment. Send resume and letter of interest statewide in 230+ | Amcrica’s premier mobile medical DONATE YOUR CAR
to Publisher Rick Bussler at bprick @frontier.com. pers for only| alert sysem. Whether you're home truck or boat to Heritage For The
$279 per week! or away. For safety and peacc of Blind. Free 3-day vacation, tax
STEELE I mind. No long term contracts! Free —deductible, free towing, all paper-
COUNTY lmeS Call 800-279-2979 | \ochuret Call today! 855610-5151 work taken care of 8442209501
[ ] [ [ [ [ [ ]



B10 | WEDNESDAY, MAY 27,2020

BLOSSOMS GRADUATION

STEELE COUNTY TIMES

Drive-By Caking For Grads

Each 2020 BPHS graduate to be caked

BY HOWARD LESTRUD
STAFF WRITER

This 2020 high school
graduation is unprece-
dented and will never
be forgotten by the
graduates.

Fifty Blooming Prai-
rie High School seniors
not only receive the di-
ploma they earned, but 1°7]
they will also be caked BILL HANISCH JENNIFER WALSH
by Jennifer Walsh of
Jennifer Walsh Real Es-  nating small graduation ~ Jan. 28. Fristedt said he
tate (powered by Keller cakes to all Red Wing did not have the equip-
Williams Premier High School seniors. ment or the space to do
Realty) on their gradua- ‘Walsh said she liked such a project.
tion day. the idea and contacted ‘Walsh then got back

The Class members Blooming Prairie High to Hanisch and said,
of Blooming Prairie School to see how many  “Let’s do it.” Hanisch
2020 willbe thestarsof ~ graduates there were. now has orders for over SUBMITTED PHOTO
the show at virtual com-  The total is 50. 800 cakes for 12 schools,  Bill Hanisch of the Hanisch Bakery and Coffee Shop of Red Wing came up with the idea
mencement ceremonies At the time, Hanisch Walsh said. to give all Red Wing seniors their own special cake on graduation day. Jennifer Walsh
on Sunday, May 31. The ‘was committed only to The two-layer cakes of Jennifer Walsh Real Estate of Blooming Prairie liked the idea and ordered 50 cakes
commencement begins making cakes for only are seven inches in di- for Blooming Prairie Awesome Blossom graduates of 2020.

at 11 a.m. in the high

two other towns, Good-

ameter. The cakes will

school parking lot. hue and Cannon Falls. read: Congratulations ing but said this gesture  remarked. up their cakes, they will
Graduates and their She learned that the BPHS, 2020. Walsh has was much “cooler” and ‘When will the have their photo taken
parents will be attend- cost would be $15 per ordered white, marble represented more fun. graduates receive their by Tammy Wolf, who
ing in their vehicles. cake. She then reached and chocolate cakes. “Ilove cakes and even special cakes? Walsh will donate the photos
Walsh said she saw out to Blooming Prai- The beauty of this ordered an extra one for  said she plans to distrib-  to the seniors.
a Facebook Live video rie’s most renowned ‘whole project, says me,” Walsh laughs. ute them at her home on Walsh invites anyone
afew weeks ago that baker, Gregg Fristedt, Walsh, is that Hanisch “I feel bad for the graduation day, priorto ~ who wishes to attend
featured Bill Hanisch to see if there was any will deliver the cakes to kids because they won't graduation and follow- the cake presentations
of the Hanisch Bakery possible way he could Blooming Prairie. have a traditional ing. Commencement at her home to bring
and Coffee Shop of Red make the cakes. ‘Walsh said she could celebration with a cake ceremonies begin at 11 lawn chairs, snacks and
Wing. In the video, Fristedt’s bakery was  have spent dollars on and I thought, let'shave  a.m.on Sunday, May 31.  popcorn. Social distanc-
Hanisch said he wasdo-  destroyed in a fire on promotional advertis- fun with it,” Walsh When seniors pick ing must be respected.
Merchants, residents asked to d te f i
crenants, resiacnts asked to adecorate 1or seniors
On May 31stat 11 a.m., The ceremony will air on guidelines we have been The goal is to make this as The parade will go down
Blooming Prairie High KAT Kountry 105 beginning given,” says Superintendent memorable of an event as pos-  Main Street, and school
School will hold graduation atllam. Chris Staloch. sible knowing that Blooming officials encourage everyone

to decorate their homes or
store fronts showing seniors
support in any way.

Prairie seniors have missed
out on many opportunities
this spring, Staloch said.

“We will have to limit who
is on site to the graduates
and their parents due to the

for the Class of 2020. The
ceremony will be a drive-in
style event.

Following the ceremony,
the graduates will parade
throughout the community.

Their vision is indeed 2020

graduates. myself, I have gotten ment with the Blooming
Credit for making to know what a real Prairie newspaper.
this accomplishment re-  Blossom is by getting to Blooming Prairie’s
ally goes to the seniors know some of the seniors  students have been well
L themselves and then in the Class of 2020. crafted by some dedicat- 7
5 to the parents, teach- Areal Blossom is: ed parents and school
Reflections ., 4 choo district B Brave staff members. /
HOWARD LESTRUD administration who L-Loved Since I am an aging
_— provided the opportuni- 0 - Outstanding newspaper man who
ty to succeed. S - Studious has gotten to know lots Blooming Prairie school  young life. Remember
Succeed, these S - Sincere of high school students, system. 2020 as a year you grew
tep forward, seniors have. Look at 0 - Organized 1 feel honored and Iucky. It was no fluke that through adversity of
members of the the more than $40,000 in M - Magnificent Thave worked side by the Blooming Prairie battling a virus that
Blooming Prai- scholarships that these side with some high High School football knocked all of us for a
rie High School seniors earned. During my years school kids and have team won a state cham- loop.
Class of 2020. Be proud! The Class of 2020 in of retirement spent in been most impressed by pionship. The players Stand tall and rely
The time has come Blooming Prairie rep- Blooming Prairie, T the products produced deserved the title of on that Blossom pride to
for 50 Awesome Blos- resents our future. They  consider myself fortu- at Blooming Prairie’s champion because of further build a life that
soms to put a cap on will be our leaders and nate to have gotten to schools. the way they worked so will carry you through
13 years of education. they will raise families know some outstanding 1 feel that Blossom hard to earn it. bigger challenges.
Those 13 years repre- to carry on a tradition young men and women pride in every student Seniors, congrat- You will succeed. Just
sent a solid investment of Blossom success. Thave met because of and staff member T have  ulations on finishing believe in yourself.
in the future for these Not being a Blossom my journalistic involve-  gotten to know in the another chapter inyour ~ Howard Lestrud.

CONGRATULATIONS, CLASS OF 2020/

Congratulations
Riauna Bishop
Class of 2020 Graduate

We are so proud
of you!
Love, Mom, Dad & Carter

Congratidations

Elizabeth Bramstedt
Class of 2020 Graduate

Daughter of
Kathy Madsen and Rocney Bramstadt

0f your accomplishment!

Isaac llle

Class of 2020 Graduate

‘Son of Steve and Holly llle
We are 50 proud of youlll
Love, Mom, Dad, Ryan, Alec & Brody

Alex Olivo
Class of 2020 Graduate

Congrats, Alex...
We are so
Proud of you!
Love, Mom, Tom
and Landon

atulations
Gracie Rudlong
Class of 2020 Graduate

Congrats, Gra
We love you s
and are so incredibly
proud of yo
Love, Mom, Dad, Hunter,
Alexa & Harrison

Marti Snider

Class of 2020 Graduate

Love, Mom, Micah,
Open House

july 31,47 pn.
335 4th St SW Blooming Prairie

Alex Baldwin
Class of 2020 Graduate

Emily Krampitz
Class of 2020 Graduate

Congratulations
Heather Pirkl

Class of 2020 Graduate

]

Zach Weber

Class of 2020 Graduate

Julia Worke
Class of 2020 Graduate
Nothing can dim the light that
shines from within!

Son of ; W

Amy Baldwin Daughter of Wi
W Y d Craig & Robyn Kruckeberg and Daughter of We are so "'““d

e ‘:: ;:‘ll""“ Marty & Sidni Krampitz Tim & Lori Pirkl of you!
Love, Mom, Joe e of y:‘:? u Weare soproud | |y, o ayan & Heather Weber DI:;V&I\AI;{?‘:W

> > - of you!! We are so proud of you! >

and Bria Love, your family Love, Mom, Dad & Rachel Love, Mom, Dad and Chioe & Madison
[ [ J [ [ [



