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WE DIG DIRT

REDESIGNED

CK SERIES

O 20,35 ANO 40 HP ENGINES
O 3 TRANSMISSION CHOICES
O ROPS ORCAB MODELS

O EWSY TO HAUL

WE DIG YOUR DREAMS

)

Division Daedong-USA, Inc,

NORTHLAND FARM SYSTEMS _
2250 AUSTIN ROAD | OWATONNA, MN -
rthland 507-451-3131 Y
Farm Systems NORTHLANDEARMSYSTEMS.COM
CONSTRUCTION, TURF, ;. s s
& AG EQUIPMENT FIND US ON FACEBOOK, INSTAGRAM L
AND YOUTUBE =
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Saturday, March 29, 2025

9AM-3PM

Steele County Historical Center
1700 Austin Rd. Owatonna, MN

Free Admission
Free Appralsals

Sponsored by:
Southern Minnesota Coin and
Stamp Club Association

507-456-7633

Non-profit organization for the promotion of coin and currency collecting

A= PROUDLY MADE IN MINNESOTA

Farm Under the Industry’
Dual-Axis Solar Tracker

Steve's bacon
has been named #1
in the State of Minnesota

by the Bacon Scouts

of America in 2021 (2nd time)

Established in 1973
Local family owned

Hours

M-F8am-5pm
Sat ? am-1pm
feue 5
Meat Market

Lteves
SHIVI(D
PAGCTIRVESS

Award Winning Smoked 507-676-4333
i Wﬁiﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁfﬂwm & Cured S“I‘?‘gg‘ge Products Claremont, MN
210 5th Ave W « Ellendale 507.684.2331 www.agrisunenergyandrepair.com

AgriSun Energy and Repair is an installer and
exclusive partner of SkyMax™ dual-axis solar trackers

Harvest the largest return on investment per acre in the solar
industry

Generate 42-56kW (45°x60’ platform) on a single column 21’ high

Take control of your land with innovative Agrivoltaics from
SkyMax™

Generate 36-70% more electricity than fixed-mount solar while
still being able to utilize the God given earth below

OTHER SERVICES - HORIZONTAL DIRECTIONAL DRILLING

We are your local service provider of
affordable horizontal directional drilling for
small-medium scale utility and geo-thermal

projects. Our rural, small-town business
values honesty and reliability ensuring that

you receive exceptional service.

AGRISUN ENERGY AND REPAIR E '1.};@."
T el
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Trackers aim to produce solar energy

Claremont area farmer attempts to harness earth’s energy

A solar tracker is on the grounds of Lakeview High School in Cottonwood, Minn. Mark Oeltjenbruns of Claremont is looking
to install more of the systems with his new company, Agrisun Energy and Repair.

Mark Oeltjenbruns is owner
of Agrisun Energy and
Repair by Claremont.

BY RICK BUSSLER

sincreasing
technology
demands more

power, Mark Oeltjenbruns
isready to step in with
an innovative way to help
supply more electricity.
The Claremont area
farmer and another
business partner have
devised the sky max dual
axis solar system. Oeltjen-
bruns’ company Agrisun
Energy and Repair, is
focused on installing
solar trackers instead of
the usual ground mount
systems that have popped
up across rural America
in recent years.
Oeltjenbruns took a
leap of faith last July when
he quit his full-time union
job as a crane operator to
dedicate his time to this
new solar concept. He has

"“There is nothing
like it across the
world. It's the
largest in the
industry.”

Mark Oeltjenbruns
Agrisun Energy Owner

teamed up with Maximum
Solar Solutions, known

as SkyMax, of Montevi-
deo, to bring renewable
energy solutions that meet
real-world needs.

“There is nothing like
it across the world,” said
Oeltjenbruns. “It’s the
largest in the industry.”

Specifically, Agrisun
will offer 2,700-square
feet (45 by 60 feet) of solar
perched on a single 5-foot
diameter cement pedestal.
The system allows for
farmers to use the space
underneath to farm or
mow the lawn. For exam-
ple, when the system is
flat, a combine or tractor
can fit under it. “They are
up above your head, out of
sight, out of mind,” he said.

“It makes a lot of power
on a small footprint,”
Oeltjenbruns said. “Ours
is designed to create the
smallest footprint of solar
available on Earth and so
See SOLAR ENERGY on 23 »

A publication of the Steele County Times & Dodge County Independent
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Now Offering:
’ PERFORMANCE

o Aluminum

_sissiin | | Book Your 2025 landscape Now!

Ag & Truck Tire Sales & Repair

Heavy Duty Truck - Ag & Implement Tire Repair & Sales
Wheel Alignment - Tire Balancing

Featuring:

léte ¢« REPAIR
907-455-0388 e

870 32nd Ave NW, Owatonna, MN Aﬂer ’:ours
Emergency OR On-The-Farm Repair 507-455-0483

3108 4th St. NW, Austin « 507-433-3239
dolanslandscapecenter.com

LOCAL LENDERS.

LOCAL DECISIONS. \_
COMMUNITY GROWTH. sloomibibids. ~ BloaMlmAIEs: Eleain Rrals
Whether you are looking to start, maintain,

or expand your ag operation, let MBT Bank
be your trusted financial partner in 2025.

Kevin LaFrance David Johnson Adam Richards Tom Monson
Austin Hayfield Dodge Center Mantorville

Locate an MBT Bank Lender Near You -
i Blooming Prairie J

Hayfield |l Mantorville MBT Ba n k
( )M Clear Lake, IA W Forest City, IA |l Lake Mills, IA www.mbtbank.bank | Member FDIC

Where will you go with MBT?

A publication of the Steele County Times & Dodge County Independent
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BY KAY FATE

Ann Bowman probably
couldn’t have imagined as
a 15-year-old girl living in
Austin that someday, she
would be surrounded by
horses.

She saved the money
she earned as a babysitter
for the children of Rich-
ard Knowlton, who would
later become the CEO
of Hormel Foods —and
bought a horse.

Did she grow up around
horses, or was she a part
of a farm family? Was it a
gift?

“None of the above,”
said Bowman, who is now
80 years old.

“I just took my
babysitting money and
bought a Paint,” she said.
“I got a good price on her,
because she tried to buck
me off when I tried her
out.”

Her name was Girl, a
2-year-old American Paint
horse.

“I was just a 10t grader,
Bowman said, “but I didn’t
tell my parents anything,
because they would’ve said
‘no.’ Then I had to find a
place to keep it.”

She ended up talking
to an area farmer who
agreed to board the horse
for Bowman in exchange
for labor.

There was never an
obstacle, Bowman said. “I
just knew I was going to

”»

Want a horse?

Hollandale farmer to sell dozens of young stock

"l want to spread my beautiful
horses to other people.”

Ann Bowman
Hollandale Horse Farmer

(have a horse); any horse
would work.”

She has some admit-
tedly unique ideas about
how horses — and people
—work.

“I believe in epi-
genetics,” Bowman said.
“I believe you can pick
up interests and desires
from your ancestors. My
father’s mother died when
he was a kid, and she loved
horses. I just think you
can pick things up from
past generations, and
horses do the same thing.”

After buying Girl, there
was no looking back.

Bowman now has about
70 horses on her proper-
ties around Hollandale
and Hayward, but she’s
looking to thin the herd a
bit, if you will.

She has 35 brood mares,
“and lots of young stock,
too,” 3-year-olds and
younger. All are Quarter
Horses.

But it was what she
called “an accident” that
has her most enthused.

“T accidentally bred a
colt” several years ago to

a brother-sister pair, “and
right away, their colts
were amazing,” including
the first foal.

“I figure God gave him
to me, because he was
born on Valentine’s Day,”
Bowman said. “I'd had
horses for 60 years, and
I’'ve never had a horse
born in the winter. Ever.
Ithink I was supposed to
get him - and now, every
single one of his colts is
like him.”

She said he and his
offspring were born —and
remained — calm, com-
forting animals, without
training.

“I think I have therapy
horses,” she said. “I think
they’re just born that way.
I want to produce horses
that are beautiful, talent-
ed and can do anything for
people - but are safe.”

Bowman would like
others to experience and
appreciate them.

She’s selling them, but
they have to go to “some-
body that isn’t going to
mistreat them, because

See FARMER on 7 »

e

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Ann Bowman bought her first horse, Girl, in 1959. She has loved horses all her life - but is
now ready to sell off some of the 70 horses she owns. They are all Quarter Horses.

A publication of the Steele County Times & Dodge County Independent
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SUBMITTED PHOTO

This photo of some of Ann Bowman's horses shows the variety she has achieved in her breeding
of the animals. She plans to sell about half of her herd - or about 35 young horses.

Hollandale farmer to sell
dozens of young stock

< FARMER from 6

I breed trauma-free
horses,” she said. “If I get
amare or a stud that’s
mean, I get rid of it. Any-
thing with a bad disposi-
tion is gone.”

Bowman said when it’s
time to bring the horses
in from the pastures, she
lets them see her, then
walks back to the corral,
“and they follow me, in a
line, because they trust
me totally.”

But at age 80, when will
it become too much for
her?

“Never,” she said. “I
was doing all the chores
myself, but I got hurt last
October.”

Bowman tried to stop a
stud from running a mare
out of the pen, “so I got
between them, and I got
hit in the shoulder” and
knocked down.

“I still do some chores,
she said, “and during
the summer, I walk the
pastures and I check the
pastures. I built all my
own fence, but now I have
a grandson and grand-
daughter-in-law, and my
son helps—and I have a
hired man.”

Bowman hasn’t ridden
since knee replacement
surgery but is eager to get
back on.

A school teacher for 44
years, she has also prac-

”»

ticed law, in addition to
caring for the animals.

Her late husband
Robert was a custom
harvester —so did he love
horses, too?

“No,” Bowman said
emphatically. “He loved
me, though, and he tried
really hard to like them.”

Now she’d like to
“make it a profitable
business, because I'm
planning on my grand-
son taking it over — so
I'd like it to be a good
business.

“It’s not that I'm trying
to get out of horses,” Bow-
man said. “I'm trying
to spread my beautiful
horses to other people.”

STAFF PHOTO BY KAY FATE
Ann Bowman holds the pedigree of one of her horses, pictured here more than 40 years
ago. She has bred horses for decades; “his bloodline is in most of my horses,” she said of the
Quarter Horse in the front of the photo.

A publication of the Steele County Times & Dodge County Independent
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On The Farm
RYAN LERMON

figure if I say
Idrought now, and

we plan for it, then
hopefully we won’t need
to worry about it this
year. On the other hand, I
am not wishing for an ex-
cessively wet spring and
flooding like last year
either. Taking the time
to create an emergency
plan is worth the effort.
Here are some steps to
keep in mind when cre-
ating an emergency plan
for your operation.

Assess current
situation

Emergency plans will
vary based on where
you are and what kind of
operation yourun. A row
crop farmer in southeast-
ern Minnesota will have
different priorities than
a cow-calf operator in
the northern part of the
state. Start by identify-
ing your essential needs
throughout the year—
whether it’s mineral for
livestock or filters and
parts for equipment.

If the COVID-19
pandemic taught us
anything, it’s that supply
chains can be unpre-
dictable. While there’s
no need to stockpile
excessive amounts of
supplies, having a clear
understanding of what
you need is important.

Preparing for uncertainty:
Creating an effective
emergency plan

Setting early trigger
points for when to
stock up can help you
stay ahead of potential
shortages.

Monitor weather

Weather patterns
and forecasts should be
closely monitored. Most
producers are already
doing this, but the criti-
cal piece of an emergen-
cy plan is knowing when
to act. Each operation’s
trigger points will vary
based on soil type and
health as well as annual
precipitation for your
location. If you haven’t
done so already, make a
list of average precipita-
tion by month and track
how much rain you
receive throughout the
year. Then ask yourself:

« If drought conditions
persist into May (set a
date based on your plan),
should you reduce herd
size or avoid taking on
additional stockers for
this grazing season?

« If yourun a crop
farm, do you have trig-
gers in place to reconsid-
er which fields to plant
with certain crops? Keep
in mind which fields
perform better in wet or
dry conditions, and don’t
be afraid to change your
rotation. Many farmers
pre-purchase seed, so
flexibility may be limit-
ed, but having a contin-
gency plan is crucial.

Water management
strategies

How you manage wa-
ter will be an essential
part of your plan.

« Installing additional
water tanks and pipelines
to better distribute live-
stock and preserve pas-
tures during a drought.

« Implementing cover
crops or conservation
tillage to help retain soil
moisture in row crop
operations. As you build
soil organic matter, the
water holding capacity of
the soil increases as well.

Review and adapt

Even a basic emer-
gency plan is better than
having none at all. Ata
minimum, review and
adjust your plan annu-
ally or whenever major
changes occur in your op-
eration. Keeping records
and notes throughout the
year will help you make
informed decisions when
updating your plan.

The past few years
have provided valu-
able lessons-whether
dealing with excessive
moisture and flooding or
prolonged drought. By
reflecting on these expe-
riences, you can refine
your approach and be
better prepared for what-
ever challenges arise.

Ryan Lermon is the
University of Minnesota
Extension’s agriculture
and natural resources
educator for Steele and
Rice counties. He may be
reached at 507-330-0447
or lermo004@umn.edu.

Triton grad returns to teach ag science

BY KAREN
M. JORGENSEN

en Katie Fitzger-
ald began her first
job as a high school

teacher, one thing she did
not have to worry about was
finding her way around the
school. Katie, a 2024 graduate
of South Dakota State Univer-
sity, had returned to her high
school alma mater, Triton.

She was now home, in the
same building, with many
of the same teachers she had
known four years earlier,
except now she was working
with them as a colleague.

Katie grew up on the
family farm in West Concord,
daughter of Ann and David
Fitzgerald. During her years
at Triton, she was a member
of both FFA and 4-H. In FFA,
she earned her State and
American Degrees, partici-
pated in Beef Entrepreneur-
ship and was a Star Farmer.

She graduated with a
degree in animal science,
and going into teaching was
not necessarily the plan.
With her agriculture degree,
she said, she did not need
a teaching license for her
position, at least not initial-
ly. She has five years to com-
plete the teaching specific
coursework, she said.

“I knew the other (FFA)
advisor was leaving,” she
said. “I wanted something
near home.” She wanted to
stay in the local area, she
said, until her fiancé, who is
now serving in the Navy, is
discharged.

Her fiancé, she said, is
Trenton Kruger, a 2019 grad-
uate of Kasson-Mantorville
High School. The two met in

—

| A r' B

Katie Fitzgerald has returned home to Triton High School to

be an ag science instructor.

4-H, she said, and have dated
since she was a sophomore
in high school, and he was a
junior. He is now an aviation
electrician stationed in Jack-
sonville, Fla.

They are planning to be
married in September 2026.

“It’s been going really
well,” she said of her first
year as a teacher, though she
admitted it took a while to
get used to being back with
the same group of teachers
only this time as an equal.
And some of her students, she
said, knew her from when
she was a Triton student.

“It was weird getting in
the groove,” she said, “mak-
ing plans for classes and the
workload.” She had to learn
how to balance, coming home
from school and putting away
work and taking up her other
duties, including taking care
of her herd of 20 purebred
Angus cattle, she said.

The classes she teaches,
she said, are varied, includ-
ing Exploring Agriculture
for middle school students,
small animal veterinary
science, fish and wildlife.

As Triton does not have a
FACS (Family and Consumer

Science) teacher this year, she
is also teaching a foods class.
Her food class, she said, deals
primarily with nutrition,
including food labels, healthy
foods and food choices.

She is also the co-advisor
for the Triton FFA along with
Robert IcKkler.

The Triton FFA had a
number of seniors graduate
in 2024, she said, so this year,
itis a very young group with
only three seniors. A student
can join FFA in the seventh
grade, she said, so the new
members have several years
to gain experience. “We have
alot of young kids who are
super excited,” she said.

Katie said she will
probably continue teaching
and work to get her teaching
license although she has not
made a final decision. After
she and Trenton are married,
she said, farming is definitely
in their future. Hopefully, she
said, they can build a good
enough herd where one of
them can stay home.

For now, however, she is
concentrating on “getting
through the first year,” tak-
ing care of her animals and
planning her wedding.

A publication of the Steele County Times & Dodge County Independent
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Bushel Boy running tull force
with help trom H-2A visas

BY JONI HUBRED

Since 1991, Bushel Boy
Farms’ Owatonna facility has
grown to include 32 acres of
“production under glass” that
operates year-round.

“Our primary crop is toma-
toes, and we grow a number of
different varieties including
vine-on tomatoes, beefsteak
tomatoes, cherry tomatoes,
and grape tomatoes,” company
president Chuck Tyson said.
“We also produce strawberries.
This is a newer crop for us and
utilizes about 10% of our green-
house space.”

To grow all that delicious
produce, the company employs
around 80 full-time workers in
Owatonna. About 40 employees
work in a Mason City, Iowa

greenhouse, built four years ago.

In addition to its regular
staff, Bushel Boy Farms also
brings in temporary contract
workers “when production
needs warrant it,” Tyson said.

The company works with
reliable farm labor contractors
and, over the past four years,
has utilized the H-2A visa pro-
gram to supplement its green-
house workforce.

“When we are at full produc-
tion, these temporary workers
make up one-third of our work-
force that tends to the crops
in the greenhouses,” T'yson
said. “They execute a variety of
crop maintenance tasks from
removing leaves on the plants,
pruning the tomato clusters,
and harvesting the fruit.”

One of several visas offered,
the H-2A program is specifical-

PHOTO COURTESY BUSHEL BOY FARMS
Bushel Boy Farms employs about 80 worker in its Owatonna facility.
The company relies on full-time and temporary workers, brought in as
needed to fill its production schedule.

PHOTO COURTESY BUSHEL BOY FARMS
Bushel Boy Farms grows a wide variety of tomatoes and recently
added strawberries to its line. You can find the company's products
locally at Hy-Vee and Cash Wise grocery stores.

ly for temporary workers in the
agricultural industry. Other
temporary visas cover non-ag-
ricultural businesses and jobs
that require a higher level of
education and expertise.

The challenge for Bush-
el Boy Farms is that H-2A
currently allows workers to
remain in the country for a
maximum of 10 months.

“After that time, they return
to their home country for a
minimum of 60 days and then
we must apply for another
season with the US Department
of Labor,” Tyson said. “The big-
gest change that our industry
is working towards is to have it
available year-round without
interruption.”

Last month, MPR News re-
ported that about 400 farmers
in Minnesota depend on the
H-2A visa worker program-—
and experts say the demand is
growing. Despite the Trump
administration’s focus on
immigration changes and
enforcement, they also feel
the H-2A program won’t be
impacted.

Tyson said any policy
changes that affect tariffs and
immigration will impact his
business and the ag industry
overall.

“If there is any contraction
of the H-2A program, it will
have a direct impact on how
much fresh produce is able to
be grown in the U.S.,” he said.

Tyson pointed out that Owa-
tonna is one of the few areas in
the country that is home to a
large, high-tech tomato green-
house - Bushel Boy Farms
—and a large, high-tech leafy
greens greenhouse — Revol
Greens. Both are “operating
year-round in one of the coldest
areas of the country, provid-
ing consumers in the Midwest
with locally grown, nutritious,
delicious products.”

How does the
H-2A visa work?

The U.S. government offers
seven general categories of visa
for non-immigrants looking to
work here for a limited period
of time.

Non-immigrant visas gener-
ally fall into several categories
based on job types:

H-1B - for those working a
specified professional or academ-
ic field or with special expertise,
who have a college or advanced
degree or equivalent work expe-
rience

H-2A and H-2B - for seasonal
or peak load temporary workers
in agricultural or non-agricul-
tural settings, respectively.

H-3 - for those who want train-
ing here but will be pursuing
their careers outside of the U.S.

Bushel Boy in Owatonna
employs workers using the H-2A
visa, which requires employers
to show there aren’t enough U.S.
workers who are able, willing,
qualified, and available to do the
temporary work.

Employers must also show
that employing H-2A workers
won’t adversely affect the wages
and working conditions of simi-
larly employed U.S. workers.

H-2A visas are good for up to
a year and can be extended, but
workers must leave the U.S. for at
least 60 days to reset the clock.

The spouse and children
(under 21) of a worker can apply
for H-4 nonimmigrant status but
then aren’t eligible to work in
the U.S.

H-2A workers may owe U.S.
federal income taxes but aren’t
required to pay Social Securi-
ty and Medicare taxes. Also,
employers in Minnesota, with
the exception of “family farms,”
are generally required to provide
workers’ compensation.

A publication of the Steele County Times & Dodge County Independent
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Sell with HMauction.com - Turn Your Assets into Opportunities!

Are you looking to sell farm equipment, machinery, or real estate? ™ .
HMauction.com is your premier auction service in Mlnnesota
lowa, and Wisconsin.

We specialize in:

& Farm Agricultural Land @ Industrial Equipme
@ Residential Real Estate @ Vintage Collector Toys

& Farm Machinery @ Antiques

HMAUCTION.COM
S Kenyon: 507-789-5421
Dexter: 507-584-0133

READY TO CONSIGN?

2 QM MsAr SO
Matt Maring Lic# 25-28 | 507-951-8354
Kevin Maring Lic# 25-70 | 507-271-6280
Adam Engen Lic# 25-93 | 507-213-0647
Bill Hilton Lic# 50-24 | 507-279-9600

Andrew Hamilton Lic# 50-128 | 507-438-6693

Why choose HMauction.com?

- Over a century of combined auction experience

- Expert auctioneers committed to exceptional service
« Seamless transactions for both buyers and sellers

« Online and live auction options

2-1-1 Helps Individuals
and Families

United Way 211 can connect you to additional support when you
need it. Contact 2-1-1 to learn about:

* Food and housing support
« Mental health and substance use prevention resources
- Legal assistance
» Public benefits (WIC/SNAP)
= Medical and dental clinics
+ Job training opportunities
» Household items
» Tax Preparation Services
..and much more!

Dial 2-1-1, text 898-211
or visit 21TUNITEDWAY.ORG

2477
FREE CONFIDENTIAL
MULTILINGUAL

® 100% FREE Tax Prep / CALL 507-455-1180
UNITED WAY ® Household Income of $84,000 or Iess, OR SCAN BELOW
otesie County * Avg. Savings of $250 T0 REGISTER

SKIP THE FEES.
KEEP THE REFUND.

) 245 SE 18th St, Suite #1
Owatonna, MN :

THEIN WELL
ROCHESTER,INC.

Providing prompt and professional service

SINCE 1893

New & Replacement Wells for Farms, Residences & Businesses
Pump & Pressure Tank Service (after-hours service available)
Variable-speed/Constant-Pressure Pump Systems
Sealing Old Wells

507-374-6588 507-288-5554

1-800-314-WELL (93585)
www.TheinWellRochester.com

We have your files
and records from
Narveson Pump -
call us for service!

Doerhoefer Mmer.‘
Andrist & Arndt, P.A.

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

“We understand small business because we are a small business”
314 E Main St e Blooming Prairie e 583-7528

685 W Bridge St Suite 6 ¢ Owatonna e 451-9136
133 N Broadway e New Richland ¢ 465-3810

johndoercpa.com

A publication of the Steele County Times & Dodge County Independent
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RELITANCE BANK

Here to help with all your Ag lending needs
— land, operating and equipment loans.

Paul Isaacson-Ag Lender

2300 NW 30th Street Faribault, MN 55021
Phone- 507-409-1333 Ext. 126

Direct— 507-384-2040
Email- pauli@reliancebankmn.com

www.reliancebankmn.com

Falling for savings!

Get ready for the seasons ahead with our fall savings
event, going on now through 11/2! Save now on all the
tools and equipment you need to tackle fall and winter.

15% off |

Husqvarna

P

X

Commercial Commercial Commercial
battery tools gas tools mowers

Prepare for Winter now!

Up to $300 off

Snow blowers

While supplies last. Exclusions apply. Limited time offer.

Hwy 218 South « Blooming Prairie, MN
507-583-2712

HOURS: =
Monday - Friday: 8:00am - 5:00 pm

Saturday - 8:00 am - Noon

e Ul

8

e | = 2 A
VA v X i ~

Agronomy - Energy - Feed - Grain « Lumber

Locations:

Adams Alden Blooming Prairie Brownsdale Carpenter
Chapin Charles City Conger Dewar Elgin Emmons Grafton
Greene (NAPA) Lansing Leroy London Manly Marble Rock
Northwood Oakland Oelwein Rockford Rose Creek Rudd

Stacyville St. Ansgar (NAPA) Sumner Toeterville

Call 507-437-4696 www.nexus.coop @ @ ®

e

®
CRAFTED FOR PERFORMANCE

Build Yours Today Online at
Clubcar.com

A publication of the Steele County Times & Dodge County Independent
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WERNER IMPLEMENT

% NEW HOLLAND |_ & new ouano
WITH YOU, SEASON AFTER SEASON

In business 75 years

Your local New. Holland Dealershlp,

N

N/
AGI=WESTFIELD \% NEWHOLLAND WALLENSTEIN|

Farm King Grewnoumo  RHINOAG ), orferth. @ gﬁéﬁmm %Y_Ep
Family Owned Since 1948 HOURS
651 -437-4435 Monday — Friday: 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

119 Main Street East, Saturday: 8 a.m. to Noon

'e‘(ll"h. @
way | ~.,,,,,,_ virng

Harves Starts H.

Vermillion, MN 55085 800-770-4634 www.wernerimplement.com

A publication of the Steele County Times & Dodge County Independent
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Continuous Mix-Flow Dryers

We have on hand:

Dealer Inquiries Welcome

7
25863 650TH AVE. DEXTER, MN

MANUFACTURING & FABRICATION
25863 650TH - DEXTER, MN 55926
§ 507-584-6794 - 507-584-6634 Fax
4 www.rsgrain.com

Belts - Bearings - Electric Motors = Nuts & Bolts
.|| =Roller Chain = Pulleys - Dodge Gear Drives - Hubs
I

| We also have a Laser for your custom cutting needs!
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COLE'S
ELECTRIC, INC.

507-451-1387

Residential - Farm

The best way

Enjoy a memorable vacation Industrial Commercial
with JAG Tours!

Smoky Mountains Free Estimates / [EC%ETRIC.\[
& the Ark Encounter April 10-16 24 Hour Emergency /7 :
Baseball & More May 2-11 : Service § |

Mystery May 15-22
Colorado Rockies June 21-28

Canadian Rockies July 8-16
Northwest Circle July 19 - August 1

BEWARE of dangers above.
Your LIFE depends on it.

‘Ask About Sit back, relax & enjoy

JAG Tours’ o .
NO-WORRY the view with a luxury

Commitment motorcoach vacation
with JAG Tours!

Check out our new website for details
on our 2025 tours — jagtours.com

Look up and look out for power lines.

2411 West Bridge Street, Owatonna MN 55060

! Steele- aseca 507-451-7340 . 800-526-3514
5’ Cooperative Info@SWCE.CO0p + WIWW.SWGS.000p
E I e ctrl C Your Touchstone Energy® Cooperative @t '

507-529-8687 1-866-277-8687
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“ Without a sense of caring, there X S =
can be no sense of community.” u p po rtl n g

Anthony J. D’Angelo

Caring for A O U r LO Ca I

Insurance REYTEIN

needs... * Employee Benefits G Fa rm e rs ! v
with a Medicare Supplements/Part D T P
plan for * Long Term Care -
everyone (BEULLIIES ;S @ HERITAGE » “/on

5 BANK & & q
FAHNING & ASSOCIATES 5 B

éé ‘81 Mam St West Conco“;r'd %8 P

D ot e 507:527-2236 7= o
20" MRS e

35 W. Main Street, Dodge Center ¢ 507-374-6342

Move Into Your Storage Unit Today!

Conveniently Located in

the Industrial Park Right
Off Hwy 14 24/Hr Accessibility

20815 636th St - Dodge Center, MN » 507-374-6336 » McNeilusStorage.com

Self Storage Made Simple!
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Main Street Dental Clinics

comfortable dentistry

Blooming Prairie Owatonna New Richland
405 E Main St 1170 E Frontage Rd | 132 North Broadway
507-583-2141 507-455-1000 507-463-0502

Mankato
287 St Andrews Dr
507-720-0250

Rochester
3110 Wellner Dr NE
507-536-7700

mainstreetdentalclinics.com

Owatonna Granite is; proud
usunua_rrﬁzmme Iis!

e Full Line of granite and
bronze memorials

® Custom laser etchings

* Pre-planning - design
your memorial your way

prl lto I lnna

GRANITE Cd MONUMENT

Sunburst

Locally Owned by
MEMORIALS

John & Barb Heerema

1180 Frontage Rd. E,, Owatonna, MN ¢ 507-455-9551 ¢ OwatonnaGranite.com

Dodge County\Cvornm'

N MinnesotaCorn
GROWERS ASSOCIATION

507-377-2372

1414 W Main St.
Albert Lea, MN

ALBERT

¢ LEA ¢,
7 SEED 1/

Garden Center

YOUR SOURGE FOR PURINA SHOW FEEDS,
QUALITY BEDDING AND FRIENDLY SERVIGE.

- Fri:
8am-5pm

Sat: 8 am - Noon

www.alseed.com

WELSH

EQUIPVIENT, INC.

DODOGE CENTER, MN W7-37\4 22222

Welsh Equipment

67077 170th Ave.
Dodge Center, MN 55927

Phone: (507) 374-2261
Fax: (507) 374-2548

Email’ salesweqg@welshequipment.com

(—4{ I |

|
ZZLEO Pk ES

Full-service & self-service
automotive recycler

Late model cars & trucks

12880 SW 72nd Ave. | Ellendale, MN
800-358-4902 | 507-684-2100 | www.misgen.com

Since 7972
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BRANSON SPRING
MUSIC TOUR
April 23-28

The best and most complete Spring mu(y ic

Branson Musical Event in the area.

6 days of fun, food and entertainment with some surprises added in! You'll experience 7 shows and attractions including the new "Red Neck Comedy Bus Tour", 2 Music Fest shows
that include 9 to 11 of Branson's BEST entertainers, Silver Dollar City and the always spectacular Sight and Sound Theatre where you'll see "The Story of David".

You'll stay at the LaQuinta Inn and get a daily breakfast, 3 lunches and 4 dinners.

Single - $1499, Double - $1149, Triple - $1059 and Quad -$1009. To reserve send $250 deposit check to: Bev's Friends & Family Tours - 318 13th St SW, Owatonna, MN 55060
507-451-8695 jblysne@charter.net. Balance due by March 29th. No refunds.

Departure times: b —~
Owatonna Perkins - 7:00 am Figiiad SILVER DOLLAR CITY
Albert Lea Wal-Mart - 7:30 am e
Bring 10 quarters for games during the bus ride and pillow and blanket if you wish.

ALWAYS THE BEST VALUE FOR YOUR TRAVEL DOLLAR

§
Q
~

DETAILED ITINERARY: talent and wholesome fun. Music Fest will offer a taste of what Branson has to offer. Experience
some of Branson’s best featuring at least 9 to 11 different shows
Wednesday, April 23, 2025 Friday, April 25, 2025 5:30 pm — Dinner / Fall Creek Steak & Catfish House
Travel to Branson, MO. and check in at the LaQuinta Inn Breakfast - hotel Choices include sirloin steak w/baked potato, country fried steak w/
6:15 pm — Buffet Dinner / Golden Corral Restaurant — Over 185 9:00 am — BUS 1 — Ozarks, “Legacy & Legend” Film / IMAX Complex mashed potato, shredded beef SOS w/mashed potatoes and crispy
items to choose from. Enjoy this heartwarming film about the history of the Ozarks and one onions or southern fried fish w/fries and coleslaw. Includes home-
. of the first families to the area. made rolls, salad, water, tea or coffee

Thursday, April 24, 2025 10:00 am — BUS 2 — Branson Redneck Tour / Redneck Comedy Bus 7:30 pm — The Haygoods / Clay Cooper Theatre

Breakfast - hotel Tour The Haygoods bring the house down night after night with incredi-

9:00 am — BUS 2 — Ozarks, “Legacy & Legend” Film / IMAX Complex Explore Branson like no other on the Redneck Comedy Bus (an old  bly tight harmonies, innovative, energetic choreography, incredible
Enjoy this heartwarming film about the history of the Ozarks and one school bus repurposed). Featured sites are Smith Creek Moonshine special effects and amazing performances on over 20 different

of the first families to the area. and Branson Landing. Find out the difference between Redneck and instruments.
10:00 am — BUS 1 — Branson Redneck Tour / Redneck Comedy Bus Hillbilly.
Tour 11:30 am — Lunch BUS 1 —~McFarlain’s Restaurant Sunday, April 27, 2025

Explore Branson like no other on the Redneck Comedy Bus (an old  Located inside the IMAX Complex. Choose from loaded baked pota- Breakfast - hotel
school bus repurposed). Featured sites are Smith Creek Moonshine to and soup, half sandwich and soup or hot beef sandwich w/mashed 9:30 am — Spend a day in the 1800’s / Silver Dollar City

and Branson Landing. Find out the difference between Redneck and potatoes and gravy. Spend the day in the 1800’s as Silver Dollar City brings you live en-
Hillbilly. 12:00 pm — BUS 2 — Lunch on own tertainment, fabulous food, unique shops and world class craftsmen.
11:30 am — Lunch BUS 2 —McFarlain’s Restaurant 2:00 pm — Music Fest Show / Clay Cooper Theatre 1:00 pm — Lunch on your own with meal voucher — Silver Dollar City
Located inside the IMAX Complex. Choose from loaded baked pota- Music Fest will offer a taste of what Branson has to offer. Experience You will be given a meal coupon and may eat at any of the restau-

to and soup, half sandwich and soup or hot beef sandwich w/mashed some of Branson’s best featuring at least 9 to 11 different shows. rants located at the park (except Rivertown Smokehouse & Buffets)
potatoes and gravy. 5:45 pm — Sit-Down Dinner / Uptown Café 7:30 pm — Clay Cooper’s Country Express / The Clay Cooper Theatre
12:00 pm — BUS 1 — Lunch on own ) Entrée choices will include pot roast and mashed potatoes, Hawaiian Branson’s King of Country, Clay Cooper, brings you singing, dancing,
3:00 pm — New South Gospel with dinner / Grand Country Music Hall chicken w/wild rice, jumbo fried shrimp w/baked potato or country 24 entertainers (including one very funny comedian — Matt Gumm),
This Southern Gospel extravaganza takes you from the early roots  fried steak w/mashed potatoes. Includes garden salad, roll, coffee or great visual effects and a variety of music - old and new country,

of southern gospel to the hand-clapping gospel hits of today. From  iced tea and dessert. gospel and patriotic.

the Jordanaires to Bill Gaither, this show leaves you walking a little  7:30 pm — “David” — Preferred Seating / Sight and Sound Theatre

higher. Monday, April 28, 2025

7:30 pm -- Dutton’s Show / The Dutton Family Theatre Saturday, April 26, 2025 Breakfast - hotel

Internation touring and performing family spanning 3 generations Breakfast - hotel Depart for home

showcase their love of bluegrass, country, classical music and every- 11:00 am — Lunch with a Meet & Greet / Venue to Be Determined
thing in between. Their show features a variety of instruments, vocal 2:00 pm — Music Fest Show / Clay Cooper Theatre

CONTACT BEV’S FRIENDS & FAMILY TOURS
at 507-451-8695 - jblysne@charter.net

Mail check to: 318 13TH ST. SW, OWATONNA, MN 55060 or
contact Kim at the State Bank of Faribault

A publication of the Steele County Times & Dodge County Independent
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22 Witzco Challenger NGB-52 Lowboy Trailer, Triple Axle — 04 Freightliner

10-DAY ONLINE AUCTION!

Sat., Mar 8 - Tues., Mar, 18, 2025

SPRING EQUIPMENT AUCTION

“TMRA
TONY MONTGOMERY

\ REALTY & AUCTION COMPANY

IMPRESSIVE LINE UP!

WITZCO LOWBOY TRAILER - SEMI - TRUCKS - TRAILERS

Semi Tractor, 676k miles, Mercedes-Benz MBE4000 engine, day cab -'16
Ford F-550 Flatbed with hoist, 6.7L Powerstroke — 07 Chevrolet 2500HD
Pickup with Western Plow — ‘04 Chevrolet 2500HD Pickup, Duramax - '03
Dodge Dakota Pickup —'09 Royal Cargo 15’ Enclosed Trailer - '03 Cronhite
Skid Loader Trailer — '03 B&B Skid Loader Trailer — Bale Wagon — and more!

PATZ - FIELD CULTIVATORS - PLANTERS - ANHYDROUS APPLICATORS

Patz V620 Twin Screw TMR Mixer, Great Plains 33’ Discovator — Wil-Rich 3400,
32'Field Cultivator — John Deere 980, 20’ Field Cultivator — Wil-Rich 3400, 30’
Field Cultivator — John Deere 722, 15 Field Cultivator — Case IH 900 Cyclo

Air, 6-row Planter — John Deere 7000, 4-row Planter — International 400
Cyclo Air, 4-row Planter — DMI 5250, 48’ Anhydrous Applicator - DMI 4100,
31’ Anhydrous Applicator — 10 New Holland 185 Manure Spreader — Kuhn
Knight Pro Push Manure Spreader — and so much more!

Dean’s Ag

High Quality

Replacement Parts for

All Tillage Systems,

Combines and Planters

S07-456-7633

THOMPSON

SANITATION INC.

We Provide
Quality Service!

We have earned a solid reputation
in the community as being the #1
choice for your sanitation needs!

Office's in Owatonna, Clarks Grove
and Austin

Phone: 507-256-4370

NOTE: This auction also features numerous guns, ammunition, over
60 toy tractors, planter parts and so much more

Open House Dates :
SATURDAY, MARCH 15,9AM - 11 AM
TUESDAY, MARCH 18,9AM -11AM
Visit www.tmracompany.com

Or Scan For Registration & Photos
Tony Montgomery Realty & Auction Co.
540 N. WABASHA ST. PLAINVIEW, MN 55964

MN Lic. #79-06 Wi. Lic. #639-052
Tony: 507-259-7502 - Brad: 507-421-0232 - Chelsie: 507-421-0351

A publication of the Steele County Times & Dodge County Independent

Contact Us For
All Your Soil,

Irrigation, and

Precision Ag Needs!

Est 1976

v
Y/ -
(&Y Reinke

A\

XX

2 Locations:
14846 Hwy. 56 W 22100 Lillehei Ave.
Adams, MN 55909 Hastings, MN 55033

507-582-7725 « info@farmtech.com
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2025 Jwatonna 29zs

GUN & KNIFE SHOW
April 12-13th 2025

Steele County Four Seasons Centre
1525 S Elm Ave, Owatonna, MN 55060

\“\\\T 0 SELL ¢ TI:AI)IJ’

Y

Saturday 9 a.m. -5 p.m.

Sunday 9 a.m. -3 p.m.
Adm.: $8.00 per day

763-754-7140
SR 1530 Central Ave. SW
PRODUCTIONS. INC. ; Cambridge, MN 55008

www.crocodileproductionsinc.com
Nov 2024
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EVOLVING EDUCATION
Ag education at high schools has changed over the years
e etual workof planting  teachen, itzaerald aleo

griculture
education at
high schools

has undergone some
substantial changes over
the years. Where in the
past it was geared pri-
marily towards students
who lived on farms and
intended to make farming
their career, it has now
expanded to the general
student population. Class-
es offered in area high
schools cover the range
of topics from traditional
agriculture to food and
natural resources.

At Byron High School,
agriculture teacher and
FFA advisor Alison New-
man says most of the stu-
dents in her agriculture
classes will not choose
an agriculture related
career.

An example of a class
she teaches is Plantopia,
which teaches the stu-
dents about growing both
plants and vegetables in
the school greenhouse.
Students learn the basics
including plant struc-
ture, she said, and as
spring approaches, they
learn the prep work that
goes into planning and
planting a garden, such
as filling pots and trays
for planting. About the
second week in March,
plants will be arriving
at the schools, and the

flowers, veggies and
herbs.

By May, the flowers
will be ready to sell just
in time for the annual
plant sale held yearly on
the Friday and Saturday
before Mother’s Day.

The students who take
Plantopia will probably
not own a greenhouse one
day, Newman said, but
they likely will someday
have a lawn or a garden.

The same holds true
for the students who take
the small animal veteri-
nary courses, she said.

While some of the
students who take the
classes are interested in
veterinary science as a
career, others take them
more to learn about pets.

The high school veter-
inary classes are import-
ant though, she said,
because of the shortage
of veterinarians for small
animals and an even
larger shortage of large
animal vets.

The situation is simi-
lar at Triton High School.
Triton has two agricul-
ture teachers and FFA
advisors, Robert Ickler
and Katie Fitzgerald.
Like Byron High School,
they have classes in
animal science and also
in fish and wildlife. Since
Triton does not currently
have a FACS (Family

teaches food science
classes.

Triton has also devel-
oped what Ickler labels
the “plant room.” The
room allows the students
to grow plants and herbs
indoors using drip hydro-
ponics. It was a 10-year
process to get the funding
for the equipment, he
said, which was raised by
donations and the fund-
raising activities of the
FFA Chapter. An unused
boiler room was repur-
posed for the equipment,
he said.

While the students
have raised some herbs,
basil and cilantro, they
have found that lettuce
grows the best. Last
school year, he said, the
students sold $600 worth
of produce to the school
cafeteria.

“It was a very success-
ful learning experience,”
he said.

The project, he added,
required no school dis-
trict or grant funding.

Hayfield also has a
wide variety of ag classes
including large animals,
small or companion
animals, plant science,
horticulture and wildlife
and natural resources. A
full range of agriculture
classes is also available at
Kasson-Mantorville High
School.

PHOTO BY KAREN M. JORGENSEN
The types of information taught in agriculture classes has changed in recent years from
classes geared primarily for students who are growing up on traditional farms to all
those interested. The Triton High School FFA Chapter raised funds to help purchase this
hydroponic growing system that is allowing students to raise lettuces which they have sold
to the school food service department for lunches.
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An eggs-ellent tradition

Krell boys learn lessons from raising chickens

BY HOWARD LESTRUD

ith egg prices
soaring to all-
time highs,

the Krell brothers-Leo, 3,
and Layne, 6- of Blooming
Prairie might have found
the perfect business plan.

The Krell family lives
on a small farm in Dodge
County. The boys displayed
their basket of perfectly
shaped eggs while partici-
pating in an interview with
their mother, Kelly, and
father, Steven.

Steven said he raised
chickens when he was
around the boys’ ages.

Leo and Layne ordered
the baby chicks and then
placed them in a kid-sized
swimming pool.

The Krell boys now
own more than 20 laying
hens. The chickens each
lay one egg a day, The hens
produce under a red bulb.
It is Leo’s responsibility to
count the eggs daily.

Asked about a chicken
that died, Leo said, “Yeah,
she wasn’t laying any
darn eggs anyway.”

Steven said the boys
raise chickens of different
breeds. For example, they
have colorful Plymouth
Rock and Rhode Island
Red breeds.

Watching egg prices
increasing to over $§7 a
dozen, Layne and Leo

Krell are comfortable
selling their eggs at $3 a
dozen. They have regular
customers, too.

Tim Wurst and Israel
Wacek buy eggs from the
Krell boys. Of course,
Grandma Denise and
Grandpa Doug are also
regular customers.

“The boys usually get
treats from their custom-
ers,” Kelly Krell said.

Both boys love scram-
bled eggs, especially with
crispy hash browns,
Layne said.

“And with ketchup,”
added Leo.

The boys take turns
doing chores. They also
help with the cows.
Layne and Leo feed si-
lage to the cattle and help
clean the barn.

“Living on a farm

STAFF PHOTO BY HOWARD LESTRUD
A family photo includes Steven and Kelly Krell and their children, Leo and Layne, two of the
family's 20 chickens, a cat named Peaches, and a donkey named Buster Reno.

teaches the kids responsi-
bility,” Steven said.

Chickens and cows
aren’t the only animals on
the Krell farm.

“Would you like to see
Buster Reno?” asked Leo.

Steven brought the
donkey to the garage for
photos. The Krells also
have Peaches, a beautiful
peach-colored cat, and two
dogs, Lindy and Maverick.

STAFF PHOTO BY HOWARD LESTRUD
Layne and Leo Krell love their kitty named Peaches.

STAFF PHOTO BY HOWARD LESTRUD
Leo Krell 3, gets ready to color some Easter eggs. He and
brother Layne raise chickens.
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BY KAREN M. JORGENSEN

here is a move-
ment underway
in southern

Minnesota and surround-
ing areas to bring small
grains, in particular oats,
back into crop rotation.

Oats used to be an
important crop in the Mid-
west, but now that small
grain has all but disap-
peared in the United States.
Agriculture changed in
the second half of the 20th
century, and corn and
soybeans became the major
crop.

But now a group of farm-
ers in southern Minneso-
ta, including Dodge and
Olmsted Counties, as well
as northern Iowa, have
started to look again at the
crop. And some of them
have joined together to
work with Landon Plagge

BACK INTO CROP ROTATION

Southern Minnesota farmers want to bring oats back again

of Latimer, Iowa, to build a
plant specifically for pro-
cessing oats. Construction
is expected to begin this
spring on the oat process-
ing plant in Albert Lea.

Plagge was among the
speakers at a January
workshop in Albert Lea
hosted by the Land Stew-
ardship Project.

Plagge said he has been
growing oats for about 10
years. Oats, he said, are
beneficial for both soil
health and economics.
Used in crop rotation, he
said, they can help improve
soil health and reduce
nitrates in water. They
also have been seeing an
increase in popularity with

consumers in recent years.
Plagge told the group at
arecent meeting in Albert
Lea that he first noticed the
interest in oats in Europe,
and that interest has now
expanded to the U.S.
Europeans, he said, cur-
rently consume an average
of 30 Ibs. of oats per capita,
per year. In Canada that
number is 27 1bs. per capita.
The U.S. currently comes
in at 5.2 pounds per capita
but that figure has grown
from four pounds per capi-
ta per year a decade ago.
More people, he said, are
becoming more concerned
about what they are eating
and where it was produced.
The increased interest

in growing oats because
of sustainability and soil
health, the fact thereis a
growing market for food
grade oats, and the fact
it can be profitable led to
the development of Green
Acres Milling processing
facility in Albert Lea by the
group of about 70 farmers.
One of the reasons a
facility in Albert Lea can
be profitable, he said, is
that today most of the oats
consumed in the U.S., about
92%, come from Canada.
They are then transported
to the United States by
train. Minnesota and Iowa
are at the southern end of
the North American oat
growing region. Trans-

portation costs of oats to
the rest of the U.S. are less
expensive than if they are
transported from Canada.
He said shipping a product
from Canada can add up
to 25% to the cost of the
final product as well as the
increased carbon footprint.
There is also an ad-
vantage when the crop is
delivered direct to the mill.
Buyers want traceability in
their food and Green Acres
Milling will be able to pro-
vide that so the buyer will
know exactly what farm
the product came from.
The large mill facilities
currently operating are not
able to offer that traceabili-
ty, he said.

A brand-new facility
with state-of-the-art equip-
ment will also operate at
an efficiency rate of 64%
compared with the 58%
efficiency of most of the
current mills.

More and more con-
sumers are now concerned
about gluten and allergies,
and since Green Acres
Milling will only process
oats, there is reduced
chance of cross-contamina-
tion. Also, oats produced in
the U.S. are not desiccated
for glyphosate/roundup as
Canadian oats are, he said.

Because of all the
positives, those involved
with Green Acres Milling
see now as the time for the
project.

Construction is sched-
uled to begin this spring,
and it is anticipated that
the Albert Lea facility will
be in operation in 2026.

CFD aims for bin rescue training for farmers

BY KAY FATE

Though the odds of
surviving entrapment in a
grain bin are not good - a
Purdue University study
puts it at about 40% — it is
possible, especially with
proper rescue training.

Casey Dahl, chief of the
Claremont Fire Depart-
ment, has had a 50% sur-
vival rate in the eight years
he’s been a firefighter. Ad-
mittedly, he’s only been on
two grain bin rescue calls,
“but if you save just one
life, it matters,” he said.

Dahl led the Feb. 26
rescue of a 60-year-old em-
ployee of CHS/Greenway
in Claremont; the man was

waist-deep in soybeans in
a 250,000-bushel bin.

The man was freed
within an hour, then
taken by ambulance to
a Rochester hospital,
where he was treated and
released. He remained
conscious and alert
throughout the rescue.

The fire chief is himself
a former employee of
CHS, so “when I heard
the page, I knew exactly
what they were doing and
where we were going,” he
said of the call.

“The company did
everything they should
have,” Dahl said. “When
we got there, the company
was very calm, they had

everything moved out of
our way so we could get up
there, and had gotten as
much grain out of the door
as they could so we could
get in the door easier.”

Perhaps most impor-
tantly, CHS had also
purchased a grain rescue
tube for the Claremont
Fire Department some
years ago.

In addition, several
members of the Claremont
Fire Department have
received the necessary
training on bin rescues
from Jack Volz, of Safety
and Security Consultation
Specialists.

“The people who went
in (the bin) have been

through the training, so
we knew what we were
doing,” Dahl said.

But he has several new
firefighters who have not
been trained, so Dahl said
he was on the phone with
Volz the same afternoon.

“T’'d like to plan another
training,” Dahl said, “and
open it up to more (fire)
departments.”

It’s a passion for Volz,
who lost a family friend in
a bin entrapment about 30
years ago. He now travels
across the Midwest and
beyond, making sure first
responders are as pre-
pared as possible.

“Jack said he would come
in an hour early,” Dahl said,

“and do a grain bin training
for the farmers to learn how
to prevent things from hap-
pening. That’s at no charge;
he has that as an option for
the local farmers.”

The very nature of
farming - rural locations
often served by volunteer
fire and ambulance crews

—means minutes count.
“Once (the training)
is scheduled, I’1l get the
word out, so we can get
more farmers, and they
can protect their work-
ers,” Dahl said.
“They all want to go
home at the end of the day,
too.”

A publication of the Steele County Times & Dodge County Independent



MARCH 12, 2025

SPRING FARMING 2025

23

Farmers often dont
seek help for mental
health issues

BY RENEE BERG

When farmers struggle
with their mental health,
they often don’t reach out
for help.

“That is one of our
biggest concerns that they
are not reaching out for
help,” said Mary Harders,
mobile response program
manager for Spero, which
serves Waseca, Steele,
Dodge and Mower coun-
ties. “Across the board,
one might not know what
the resources are, and
there’s still a lot of stigma
around getting help for
mental health.”

What’s more, farmers
have unpredictable jobs
that depend on the econ-
omy and weather. Those
elements fluctuate and
are out of their control,
she said.

“That causes stress,”
she said. “And then we
see the product of that,
which is anxiety and
depression,” Harders said.
“There’s a lot of pressure
and with that pressure
comes anxiety.”

Farmers also must
get their work done on a
timeline, which “doesn’t
coincide with taking a
break and going on a
vacation and doing some
self-care,” she said.

If a farmer is strug-
gling with their mental
health, they can call or

text 988 or reach out to the
mobile response phone
line at 844-274-7472. The
mobile response team

can do an assessment and
connect the farmer with
resources to get them
additional help.

“If something is hap-
pening, we can come to the
site and address the crisis
inreal time,” said Michele
Merxbauer, Spero CEO.
“We can provide services.”

Merxbauer said farm-
ers are working with a
lot of variables, including
the weather and economy
as well as government
subsidies.

“They experience real
stress that affects their
business and home and
livelihood in a different way
than your typical 8 to 5 job,”
she said. “If we recognize
that some of their needs
are more specific than
others, we can help provide
resources for those things.”

People are getting more
comfortable talking about
mental health, but with
populations like farmers
“there’s still a long way to
go with social acceptance
and social awareness,”
Merxbauer said.

MENTAL HEALTH
HOTLINE

- Call or text 988
- 844-274-7472

e

e

Trackers aim to produce solar energy

< SOLAR ENERGY from 4
that farmers can work
underneath it,” he added.

Oeltjenbruns expects
to have a display model in
his neighborhood within
the next couple months.
He hasn’t decided yet if it
will be on his farm or at
aneighbor’s. Currently,
the closest solar tracker
is located at Lakeview
High School in Cotton-
wood, Minn.

The solar tracker
would produce energy
of 110,000 kilowatt hours
per year, according to
Oeltjenbruns. In compar-
ison, a normal residen-
tial house produces
about 25,000 kilowatts.
Agrisun’s system would
be able to power four
houses for a year.

Oeltjenbruns is a little
hesitant to talk about the
cost of the system. While
there may be an initial
sticker shock of $180,000

to $200,000, he reminds
people that there are
so many variables that
pretty quickly bring
down the cost. Grants
are available, but there
is a lot of legwork over 12
months to get approved.
There are also 40% Fed-
eral tax credits available
for solar systems. Local
utility companies also of-
fer much smaller rebates.
There is a bill that has
been introduced at the
Minnesota Legislature to
reform the net metering
policy in the state. Oelt-
jenbruns said SkyMax is
proactively working on a
residential size tracker to
conform to the changes
in law. “This will allow
for a very affordable
dual-axis solar tracker
for residential and small
commercial businesses
that need to only offset a
small amount of power,”
he said.

For now, Agrisun
is targeting three key
markets: agriculture and
agribusiness, utility-scale
solar farms and commer-
cial and industry.

Agrisun has a couple
competitors with the so-
lar trackers, but Oeltjen-
bruns said his system is
“half to two-thirds lower
than the other systems.”
Agrisun’s cost is about $3
per watt while competi-
tors are from $5 to $6 per
way, he said.

Oeltjenbruns pointed
out that electricity costs
likely won’t come down
in the foreseeable future,
while at the same time
power demand will keep
going up. He said technol-
ogy is creating the need
for more power, including
electrical appliances and
electric vehicles. “As tech-
nology develops, we have
to supply it,” he said.

His push into renew-

able energy came about
a year and a half ago,
during what Oeltjenbruns
calls “crane time.” As he
performed his job as a
crane operator, he spent
countless hours sitting in
the crane thinking about
solar energy. Since that
time, he has spent thou-
sands of hours research-
ing, traveling and making
phone calls to learn
more. “The internet is so
resourceful,” he said.
“God has closed doors
and opened up other ones,”
Oeltjenbruns said. “It has
been incredible. It’s amaz-
ing the journey we have
gone through,” he added.
He has his eyes set
on not only growing
Agrisun to be a national
provider but also inter-
national. “This is an
American-made product.
We hope to make a name
for ourselves,” said Oelt-
jenbruns.
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2025 HOME'SHOW
PRESENTED BY

KOWZ& KRUE _>—

HOME

AND RECREATION FOUR SEASONS CENTER | STEELE CO FAIRGROUNDS

s H o w FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY
3 pm-7 pm 9 am-5 pm 11 am-3 pm
Something for Everyone!

FREE ADMISSION < PRIZES & GIVEAWAYS
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NEXTera
ENERGY 2%

RESOURCES

y . THE DODGE COUNTY

PIE'PFIO ROOFING,INC WIND PROJECT

; Unparalleled Service MAKES SENSE.

Steady year-round income for farmers.

JAM E S P I E P H o Good-paying job opportunities for locals.

Millions in new revenue for local businesses and more.
507.451.1686
: 5098 sw 18th Street, Owatonna, MN 55060
i : www.piephoroofing.com

LIC. #BC679096

STEELE COUNTY FREE FaIR

To date, we've invested more than $884 million to develop renewable energy projects in Minnesota

and we plan to invest even more. The Dodge County Wind project is expected to provide more than

$39 million in additional tax revenue and $83 million in landowner payments over the next 30 years.

Wednesday August 13th FridayJAugustyi Sth

7 pm in'the Grandstand 7 pmiin the 3 E
Grandstand with Special Guest

ADAM _CALV=RT DodgeCountyWind.com

: l l NextEraEnergyResources.com
tickets at scff.org ‘ : F - —
507-451-5305 2, 1 i

¢€) @SteeleCountyFreeFair Steele County Free Falr

Think about what that can mean for the future of your community.
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Glenn’s Motorcoach Tours, Inc
Oronoco, MN Za CURRENTLY BOOKING

Departing from: Owatonna : : SPRING AUCTIONS

CALL TODAY FOR A DETAILED BROCHURE!
1-800-795-8516 or 507-288-1329 VIEW US AT

COASTAL MISSISSIPP! - BILOXI MARCH 21 - 30, 2025 www ‘j ensenauCtionsm n J com

BRANSON MUSIC FEST ARPIL 24 - 27, 2025
MYRTLE BEACH & CHARLESTON, SC ARPIL 25 - MAY 4, 2025 o R

ARK ENCOUNTER & CREATION MUSEUM MAY 6 - 10, 2025 e

HOLLAND, MI TULIP FESTIVAL MAY § - 11, 2025 n @J e nse n Au ct'on s
TRAVERSE CITY, MI MAY 19 - 24, 2025

SPRING MYSTERY - ALL NEW 8 DAY TOUR! MAY 27 - JUNE 3, 2025

NIAGARA FALLS, ONT JUNE 3 - 8, 2025 I 1 -
MACKIAC ISLAND, W TNE - 5 jensenauctions@gmail.com

TRAINS IN THE COLORADO ROCKIES JUNE 13- 22, 2025 www.auctionsgo.com
APOSTLE & MADELINE ISLAND JUNE 24- 27, 2025
CANADIAN ROCKIES & CALGARY STAMPEDE JULY5-13, 2025
PACIFIC NORTHWEST JULY 16 - AUG 2, 2025
SHIPSHEWANA AWISH COUNTRY JULY 2024, 2025

NEW YORK CITY AUGUST 2- 9, 2025

SUMMERTIME ON THE MISSISSIPPI AUGUST 13 - 15, 2025 F A R M E R s
LAKE GENEVA, WI AUGUST 18 - 20, 2025

“RIDE THE RAILS” IN WEST VIRGINIA AUGUST 22 - 28, 2025
MACKINAC ISLAND & FRANKENMUTH, MI SEPTEMBER § - 9, 2025 F I R s T
NEW ENGLAND FALL COLOR TOUR SEPT 20-OCT 1, 2025 (]

BUFFALO ROUND UP - CUSTER STATE PARK SEPTEMBER 24 - 28, 2025
FALL WEEKEND IN DUBUQUE, IA OCTOBER 3 - 6, 2025 R E P E AT
WASHINGTON, DC & GETTYSBURG OCTOBER 4- 11, 2025 , [

AUTUMN IN THE SMOKY MTS OCTOBER 14 - 20, 2025
A COUNTRY CHRISTMAS IN NASHVILLE NOV 29 - DEC 4, 2025

We've been proudly serving farm families
since 1923. Still family-owned and operated,
we live and work in the communities we

ALL PRICES BASED ON DOUBLE OCCUPANCY . ) serve. We carry a strong and diverse lineup

of organic and conventional non-GMO seed

for all your farming needs. Visit alseed.com

ONLY A FEW SEATS LEFT ON SOME TOURS! | = ; or call 800.352.5247 to get started or to

find a dealer near you.

All of our Tours are Fully Escorted in Deluxe Motorcoaches & Luggage Handling is included.
For More Information or to Book A Tour, Call Today!

Check us out on the Web - www.glennsmotorcoachtours.com " 2 ’ R348 \NDEPENDENT SEED FOR

¢LEA Y

Email: glenn@glennsmotorcoachtours.com #577R INDEPENDENT FARMERS.
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3040 Highway 60 West Faribault, MN 55021
507-334-2233

Spring Stock-up Sale
Your new source for discount parts!

March 4" through March 15*
10% CASH/CHECK DISCOUNT
On most in stock and stock ordered parts.

20 % off list price on most Case IH, Fleetguard & NAPA
filters.

Check out our battery selection.

Free preseason combine and tractor inspection.
|

=

INDUSTRIAL

A publication of the Steele County Times & Dodge County Independent
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FEARM MARCH

OWATONNA, MINNESOTA

THURSDAY S9AM TO 5PM

FRIDAY 9AM TO 5PM
SATURDAY 9AM TO 4PM LB

FREE ADMISSION AND PARKING Farm Network

DAILY GRAND PRIZES

.M EiNCYSONEDOOV.CcOm

Blooming Praive, MN
507-583-2712
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