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SEED DEALER EXTRAORDINAIRE

Janning helps area farmers with their seed

BY RICK BUSSLER

s spring rolls
around the
corner, there

are quite likely many
long-standing traditions
that await area farmers.
One of them may be the
services of a man who has
become known as the seed
dealer for almost the past
three decades.

Ron Janning of rural
Blooming Prairie has been
providing seed to dozens
of farmers throughout the
region since 1997. And this
spring will be no different.

“T’ll be hitting it hard
with seed in the coming
weeks,” said Janning
on his way home from
Florida where he was
been wintering over the
past month. Springis the
busiest time of the year for
seed dealers as they deliv-
er seed to farmers anx-
iously awaiting to get into
the fields to plant mostly
corn and soybeans.

Even though Janning is
87 years old, he’s not about
to quit doing something
he’s enjoyed doing for so
many years. While it’s
physically demanding to
pitch heavy bags of seed
around, he leaves the heavy
lifting to Gary Jirele, one
of his neighbors who helps
with the seed business.

“I don’t throw 62-pound
bags any more or my back
would be out of joint real
quick,” Janning said.

Prior to delivering,
Janning receives large
pallets of seed at his farm
located in Blooming
Prairie Township north
of Blooming Prairie. He
then has his work cut out
for him with separating
all the bags of seed by the
various numbers that
farmers have ordered to
plant in their fields.

While Janning deals
mostly with bags of seed,
he also sells plastic boxes
of seed. The boxes hold
seed, equivalent to about
50 bags. One bag of seed
corn contains 80,000 ker-
nels and plants about 2.5
acres. One seed box holds
4 million kernels of seed
and plants about 125 acres.

Industrywide, it’s esti-
mated that about 50% of
farmers use the tradition-
al seed bags and the other
half use seed boxes.

Janning estimates he
sells equivalent to about
3,000 bags of seed every
year. The average cost of
seed ranges from $260 to
$300 per bag, according to
Janning.

He marvels at how
much improvement has
taken place with corn seed
since he began selling.
“Over the past 20 years,
there has been at least 65%
improvement in produc-
tion,” said Janning, noting
the improvements are
even more dramatic since
he began farming in the
1950s. When he first began

farming, he found that
“you were doing good”

to get 80 bushels of corn
per acre. Today, it’s not
uncommon for farmers to
get 270 bushels per acre.

Another thing that has
changed at different times
over the years for Janning
is the type of seed he sells,
mostly because of differ-
ent ownership changes of
the major seed companies.

During his time, he
has sold Asgrow, Fielder’s
Choice, Gold Country,
Legend and for the longest
and most current run of 17
years, LG Seeds. Howev-
er, that will soon change
once again for Janning.
LG Seeds is undergoing a
major transition following
its acquisition by GDM
in late 2025. While LG
products are available for
this season, the brand is
being consolidated into
AgriGold and Mustang
Seeds for future seasons,
with the L.G Seeds name
expected to be retired.

He scoffs at the notion
that all seeds are equal. “Ev-
erybody says seed is seed,
but itisn’t,” he said, noting
that there can be 30 to 40
bushels difference between
the varities of seed. “It’s real-
ly unbelievable,” he added.

Janning said he got into
the seed business at the
encouragement of Loren
Krause, who was forced
to quit his seed business.
Krause recommended
that Fielder’s Choice
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Ron Janning of rural Blooming Prairie awaits yet another spring planting season of where

he will be providing dozens of area farmers with seed. Janning has been in the seed business

for the past 29 years.

“Everybody says seed is seed, but it isn't.”

Ron Janning
Area Seed Dealer

reach out to Janning.

“Ilove it because I can
talk to people,” Janning said
of his seed business. “It’s
rewarding to help farmers
get the best they can get and
to make sure it germinates
correctly with the right
amount of fertilizer.”

He added, “It’s nothing
you're going to get rich on,
but the best part is talking
to farmers.”

When Janning started
selling seed, the work was
more involved as he was
out in the fields helping
farmers. Now that inter-
action has been mostly re-
placed with farmers being
able to attend seminars.

At 29 years, Janning is

believed to be the lon-
gest tenured seed dealer
in the region. As long
as he remains healthy,
he doesn’t foresee step-
ping away from the seed
business any time soon.
He acknowledges “one
knee is bothering me,” but
otherwise he’s good to go,
though admittedly a bit
slower than he once was.
Seed isn’t the only
thing Janning sells. Prior
to seed, he got involved
in 1991 with AgroLiquid,
which is liquid fertilizer.
As farmers come off a
tough year with prices and
weather conditions in 2025,
Janning is hopeful things
will turn around this year.

He said the world tariffs
have caused some problems
for agriculture prices.

“My advice to every
farmer is farm with the
machinery that you can
afford,” Janning said.

In addition to selling
seed, Janning continues
to farm about 150 acres,
down from the 900 acres
he once ran back in the
1980s. He began farming in
1954 while still attending
high school in Blooming
Prairie. He has been on his
current farm since 1963.

Heis also an avid
collector of old tractors,
which now boasts a fleet of
about 24 antique models.

When he’s not farming,
selling or tinkering with
tractors, Janning loves
to hang out with a group
of eight or nine guys for
morning coffee every day
in Blooming Prairie to
solve the world’s problems.
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Local Farm Bureau
member advances
in young farmer
competition

BY KAREN M. JORGENSEN

Alocal Farm Bureau
member has advanced in
the organization’s Young
Farmers and Ranchers
Discussion Meet compe-
tition.

Jesse Haarmann, an
Owatonna resident who
works as a research
scientist for Syngenta
Rochester, was named a
finalist in the Minnesota
competition held earlier
this year in Bemidji. The
final rounds will be held
during the Minnesota
Farm Bureau Federa-
tion’s annual meeting in
November in Minnetonka
with the Minnesota win-
ner representing the state

"~ Come See Us
at The
Farm Show!

at national Discussion
Meet in January.

Although he grew up
on the family farm in
Illinois, Haarmann said
he “does not farm per se,”
but works as a researcher
for Syngenta. His father
and brother-in-law are
still involved in farming
in Illinois he said, grow-
ing corn, soybeans and
raising hogs.

Haarmann got his un-
dergraduate degree from
the University of Illinois
and both his master’s
and PhD. Degrees from
Purdue University.

He does his research
work for Syngenta remote-
ly. His research is mostly
in corn, soybeans, plant

pathogens and weeds.

He explained he rents
he rents small acreages
in the area, including
Steele County, Claremont
and Byron to conduct his
research. This time of
year, he said, he spends
more time at his desk but
from April to October he
is generally in the field.

Haarmann’s family
has been involved with
the Farm Bureau, he said,
and it was suggested to
him a couple years ago to
get involved.

The Farm Bureau,
he said, is a lobbyist and
outreach organization to
lobby for farmers and get
agricultures’ message to
the public.

Deamn’s Ag

High Quality
Replacement Parts for
All Tillage Systems,
Combines and Planters

507-456-7633

ey
SUBMITTED PHOTO

Jesse Haarmann in his spray suit as he researches applying chemicals to crops.

When he joined the lo-
cal Farm Bureau, he said,
it was partly for fellowship
with other people in agri-
culture but also to learn
more leadership skills.

Within the Farm
Bureau organization, he
said, the Young Farmers
and Ranchers group is for
those 35 and younger. He
added that his sister met
her husband through the
Illinois Young Farmers
and Ranchers group.

The Discussion Meet
contest is designed to
simulate a committee
meeting where discussion
and active participation

are expected from each
participant. It is a goal
that participants will cul-
tivate their public speak-
ing skills.

It’s to get people think-
ing about policy issues
and discussing them, he
said.

Contest participants,
he said, first see the topic
for discussion about two
hours before it starts. An
example of a discussion
question, he said, might be
“How can Farm Bureau
help get more USDA certi-
fied meat processors.”

The program, he said,
“helps me do my job.”

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Jesse Haarmann, who lives
in Owatonna and works

for Syngenta as a research
scientist, was named one of
eight finalists in the Minne-
sota Farm Bureau's Discus-
sion Meet competition.
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ONE TOUGH ANIMAL

Northland Farms picks up Bobcat dealership

BY RICK BUSSLER

omething new
isin the air this
spring at North-

land Farms in Owatonna
as the long-time equip-
ment dealer is showcasing
anew line from a well-es-
tablished and familiar
manufacturer.

In November, North-
land became a full line
dealer of Bobcat, one
of the top three sellers
of skid loaders in the
country.

“We have all the Bobcat
products,” said Joshua
Katzung, whose family
owns Northland. “Bobcat
is a very well known.”

Katzung expects the best
sellers to be skid steers,
track loaders and mini
excavators. Other Bobcat
products available include
compact tractors, utility
products, telehandlers,
mowers, attachments,
implements and parts.

Bobcat’s primary, icon-
ic slogan is “One tough

animal,” emphasizing the
durability, agility and ver-
satility of their company
equipment.

Over the past three
months, Northland has
already sold more than 20
pieces of Bobcat equip-
ment, according to Katzu-
ng. He expects Northland
to pick up many new

customers because of the
Bobcat dealership.

“We will be making a
big push this year to sell
Bobcats,” Katzung said.

Currently, Northland
offers primarily new
Bobcats, but they are also
taking trade-ins.

Since Bobcat began
in 1958, it has become

a leading global man-
ufacturer of compact
equipment based in North
Dakota. Northland joins
a worldwide network of
independent dealers and
distributors offering Bob-
cat products.

Katzung said his family
is thrilled to pick up the
rich legacy of Bobcat.

Northland Farms of Owatonna has introduced a new line of equipment by recently taking on the Bobcat dealership. Northland Farms is family owned by Kelly and Shelia Katzung of Owatonna.
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Cyril and Louis Keller,

the brothers who invented
the world’s first compact
loader, which was later
named the Bobcat skid-
steer loader, were inducted
into the National Inventors
Hall of Fame in 2023.

“Bobcat is very good
quality and available at
a more affordable price
than people realize,”
Katzung said.

He expects the part-
nership with Bobcat to be
a great fit for Northland.
“The legacy of Bobcat is
strong,” Katzung said,
adding “our legacy com-
bined with theirs” will
provide the perfect combi-
nation for customers.

While Northland began
in 1978, the Katzung family
became partial owners in
2001 before becoming sole
owner in 2018. Over the past
eight years, the Katzungs
have focused on diversify-
ing the operation by adding
other equipment lines.

“We’re not just farm
equipment anymore,”
Katzung said, noting their
customer base has broad-
ened from farmers to also
include homeowners with
acreage, construction
companies and landscap-
ers. “Our clients are so
much different now than
they used to be,” he added.

Northland has eight
full-time mechanics and
two full-time truck drivers
to pick up deliveries for
service work.

“Anyone can sell a ma-
chine, but you have to be
able to service it,” Katzung
said. “That’s the big thing.
The reason Bobcat picked
us is because of our legacy
and service.”

“Bobcat is very good quality and available at
a more affordable price than people realize."

Joshua Katzung
Northland Farms Manager

To illustrate how strong
a household name Bobcat
has become, Katzung
shared how owners with
skid steers often get con-
fused thinking they have
a Bobcat when they really
don’t. “People call us all
the time with a part num-
ber (for a skid steer) and
it’s not a Bobcat,” Katzung
said. “They’ll tell us they
need something for their
Bobcat. They just have
such a strong name.”
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STAFF PHOTO BY KAREN M. JORGENSEN
Pat Duncanson, who farms near Mapleton, spoke about his journey from conventional
farming to adding areas of the farm he converted to strip-tilling.

STAFF PHOTO BY KAREN M. JORGENSEN
Greg Entinger explained the economic benefit to switching some acres from conventional
farming to regenerative farming through strip-tilling and how it can save money especially
when factoring in the farmers time and labor.

Soil Health tour makes
stop in Owatonna

BY KAREN M. JORGENSEN

The 2025 Soil Health
Winter Workshop, spon-
sored by the Freeborn
Area Soil Health Team,
made a stop in Owatonna
last month to discuss soil
health with area farmers.

Speakers for the pro-
gram included farmers
Pat Duncanson and Ran-
dy Depuydt. Duncanson
spoke about soil health
as a whole and debunk-
ing myths that are often
associated with strip-till,
no-till and cover crops.
Depuydt focused on strip-
till as a key component in
aregenerative ag system.

Also taking part in
the program were Greg
Entinger who talked
about the economics of
strip-till and Kristen
Dieterman who spoke on
the Rice Creek Project
and how practices like
strip-till and cover crops
can directly affect the
community.

Duncanson, who farms
near Mapleton, said his
is a fifth-generation farm
where he practices no-till,
strip-till and cover crops.

He said that before he
started with the regen-
erative practices “I was
convinced they would not
work at my farm, not in
my neighborhood.” He
had to prove it would not
work, he said.

To prove his point, he

said, he spread some rye
as a cover crop. Nothing
happened, he said. But
the next spring, he saw
the field turning green.

He kept at it, he said,
and it became his best
area.

“I truly believeit’s a
better way to farm,” he
now says. It is leaving the
farm in better shape and
improving the organic
matter in the fields.

Improving the organic
matter, he added, is a win
for profitability.

Duncanson said he
does some conventional
farming and some no-till.

A side benefit of the
no-till, he said, is that he
is already seeing more
species of plants and
wildlife on the farm.

“Take care of the soil,
the soil will take care of
the crops,” he said.

Now, he said, he be-
lieves there is an advan-
tage to the cover crops
and economically the
costs are not sky high.
The costs, he said, are
relatively comparable to
the yields.

He said his son, who
farms with him, is “may-
be a little more excited
about it.”

Still, he said, “if I take
care of the soil our soil
will take care of us.

Entinger said that the
economics of changing to
strip-tilling was a major

factor for him. When
making the changes, he
said, it is important to
find what works best for
you.

Before making chang-
es, he advised getting
informed. That means
talking to various people
including the banker,
people from the USDA,
Soil and Water Conserva-
tion Districts. There are
programs out there to
help, he said, for conser-
vation and land steward-
ship.

He also talked about
investments at the begin-
ning. In his case, he said,
he started out using his
father’s planter and then
upgraded after a couple
years. There were better
planters out there, he
said, but he did not need
them at the beginning.
Look at every single bit of
information, he said.

When he took over the
family farm he said he
wanted to be the top farm
in yields. Now he has
changed to wanting to be
the most profitable and
he has found that now the
part of his land that he
strip-farms is more prof-
itable because of savings
in equipment, the time in-
volved, fertilizer savings
and reduced labor costs.

“Your time is some-
thing of value,” he said.
“You have to look at the
numbers.”
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‘Beginning farmer' grants available from MDA

BY KAY FATE
STAFF WRITER

There’s a reason you
hear about Century
Farms, or fifth-generation
farmers: There aren’t very
many new farmers.

According to the U.S.
Department of Agricul-
ture, the number of farms
fell by 15,000 in 2025; Min-
nesota accounted for 1,300
of those.

But the state is also do-
ing something to combat
those numbers, thanks
to the Beginning Farmer
Equipment and Infra-
structure grant program,
which is entering its
second year.

The program was estab-
lished by the Minnesota
Legislature with a goal
of supporting farmers by
helping them access essen-
tial equipment and invest
in on-farm infrastructure
needed to support the
future of their farm busi-
nesses.

It awarded 97 grants to-
taling more than $850,000
across 45 Minnesota coun-
ties in its first year.

This year, it expects to
provide funding of up to
$700,000 through a com-
petitive review process.

Applicants may request
between $1,000 and
$10,000, with a 25% match
required for requests over
$2,000.

As areimbursement
grant, awardees must
pay for the full cost of
the project upfront and
provide documentation of

eligible expenses incurred
after the grant contract is
fully executed to receive
reimbursement.

“This remains one of
the most in-demand grant
programs in the MDA’s
portfolio,” said MDA
Assistant Commissioner
Patrice Bailey.

“The strong interest we
saw last year highlights
how important access
to affordable equipment
and infrastructure is for
beginning farmers,” she
said. “Even small grants
can make a meaningful
difference as new farmers
work to overcome early

barriers and establish
their operations.”

Though legislators cre-
ated the statute allowing
MDA to offer the grant,
there is not designated
funding, said Emily Toner,
a senior grant specialist
who works for the MDA’s
Emerging Farmers Office.

That means it is “an in-
ternal decision-making pro-
cess at MDA to find funds
to support the program for
any future rounds,” she
said. “The legislature could
provide designated funding
if they chose to do so.”

Despite the support
given last year, Toner

said, “the demand was far
greater with 1,100 eligible
farmers requesting $18.6
million in support. This
round, we have less funds
available.”

Through this grant,
beginning farmers are
able to pay for:

Agriculture-specific
equipment needed to grow
crops, raise livestock or
store the related farm
products

Farm infrastructure
investments related to
water access; irrigation;
fencing; electricity;
walk-in coolers; livestock
handling; grain stor-

——

age; production-related
structures such as barns,
livestock buildings, and
greenhouses; and other
farm infrastructure.

Last year’s recipients
received help with bee
hives, walk-in coolers,
livestock chutes, hay
balers and Christmas tree
farm equipment.

Toner has some advice
for anyone considering ap-
plying, including visiting
mda.state.mn.us/begin-
ning-farmer-grant for the
online application, request
for proposal requirements
and FAQ about the pro-
gram.

“If you are eligible and
choose to apply, apply for
something you need to
buy in future, then wait
on that purchase until
you hear back from the
grant program,” Toner
said. “You cannot be
reimbursed for purchases
made prior to receiving a
grant contract from the
MDA.”

Finally, she said,
“remember that this
is a competitive grant
program and only a
percentage of applicants
will be awarded a grant
given the amount of funds
available.”

Applicants must be:

* A beginning farmer,
defined as a person who:
Started farming within
the last 10 years, AND

*Is a principal opera-
tor on a farm, AND

* Has some farming ex-
perience and knowledge.

* Farming within the
borders of the State of
Minnesota.

*In good standing with
the State of Minnesota.

Priority will be given
to farmers with under
$100,000 in recent farm
sales, and limited access
to land as defined in
statute.

“We expect to award
between 70 and 95
grants,” Toner said, but
the final number depends
on the size of the awards
and will be determined
through the proposal
review process.

Applications are due
by 4 p.m. March 26.
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BY WAYNE
HENDRICKSON

In 2024 the Zumbro
Valley Medical Society
in partnership with the
Minnesota Foundation
for Agriculture and the
Dodge County Farm
Bureau started a Rural
Health Initiative with first
year students from the
Mayo Clinic Alix School
of Medicine in Rochester.
The program focused on
how to connect and meet
the health and wellness
needs of people living in
rural communities. The
Minnesota Foundation
for Agriculture provided
funds and resources, hop-
ing to provide experiences
to the students on what it
might be like to practice
medicine in our rural
communities.

There is a real need
for primary care doctors
in rural areas. Even
though the number of
medical school students
has increased more than
30% in a five-year period,
during this same period,
medical students serving
rural areas have de-
creased by 28%.

One of the concerns
is mental health issues
and addiction challenges.
Many farmers are reluc-
tant to seek medical ad-
vice when they are facing
mental health problems.
Too often medical facili-
ties are not located close to
their farms and distance
can be a problem.

Some of the activities
for the students have
included farm tours, as
most of the students had
never been on a farm.
Jim Checkel, who lives

Convention in January

Farm Bureau focuses on
Rural Health Initiative
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in rural Kasson, and

the Dodge County Farm
Bureau President, is one
of the farm sites these stu-
dents have visited. Panel
discussions with med-
ical staff serving rural
communities and farmers
have been held to discuss
challenges facing health
care needs. The students
visited an implement
dealer to see the equip-
ment used on farms today.
They became aware of
grain augers, power take
off shafts, and grain
storage bin dangers that
cause deaths and severe
injuries each year. Some
of these medical students
may face those types of
injuries working in the
emergency rooms during
their medical career.

Along with the tours
and panel discussions,
students attend Breakfast
on the Farm to see a work-
ing farms with livestock,
especially a dairy opera-
tion. Students also attend-
ed the North American
Farm and Power Show
(NAFPS) in Owatonna in
March where they held
free healthcare screen-
ings for individuals. At
last year’s NAFPS, one
farmer being screened
had not been to a doctor in
over 30 years.

Students are also en-
couraged to attend county
fairs, such as Dodge and
Olmsted, which will have
avariety of 4-H, FFA, and
open class livestock being
shown.

One of the key goals of
the program is to work
on building trust and
conversational skills with
farmers and medical pro-
fessionals. The program

keeps a focus on that
health not only affects the
farmer, but also the fami-
ly, and the farm. A healthy
farm is nothing without a
healthy farmer.

The first-year students
are not just learning from
medical books, they are
immersed into multiple
opportunities. Students
have visited farms or
worked with farmers from
Dodge, Olmsted, Steele,
Fillmore, and Houston
Counties. This program
is now working with their
third group of first year
Mayo Medical students,
with the hopes of expand-
ing to other teaching
hospitals.

The Farm Bureau has
put on farm safety camps
for youth for many years,
and volunteers are educat-
ed on what can happen in
the presence of farm ma-
chinery and other farming
dangers.

Ruth Meirick, director
of the Minnesota Founda-
tion of Agriculture, lives
in Kasson. She feels we
are very fortunate living
in Minnesota with the
various medical facilities
we have available to us
compared to states where
people have to travel a
long distance to receive
care. She was very aware
of this when her mother
needed care. Ruth has also
been directly affected with
the death of a family mem-
ber from a farm accident.

This program recently
received national atten-
tion as it received the New
Horizon award in January
2026, for the best new pro-
gram in the past two years
in their category. Farm
Bureau has also been rec-

ognized for achievements ‘
in Consumer Education .
and Mental Health pro-
grams. Ruth Meirick and
Jim Checkel were both at
the national convention

in California to receive
the award on behalf of the
Minnesota Foundation for
Agriculture.

There are 30, 000 Farm
Bureau members in
Minnesota and 6 million
members across the USA.
As a grassroots farm
organization, they are an
influential organization
when speaking to legisla-
tors with rural issues in
St Paul and Washington
DC. The Farm Bureau
was organized in 1919 and
helped deregulate electric-
ity into rural areas as well
as working to create the
Extension Service.

Health Care Screening by Medical Student
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Jim Checkel, Dodge County Farm Bureau President hosting a Farm Tour.with Mayo students
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FAHNING & ASSOCIATES

“ Without a sense of caring, there
can be no sense of community.”

Anthony J. D’Angelo

Caring for PAEA

Insurance REYIPE
needs... * Employee Benefits
with a Medicare Supplements/Part D
plan for * Long Term Care
everyone * Annuities

FAHNING & ASSOCIATES

Beth Hanggi
35 W. Main Street, Dodge Center e 507-374-6342

COLE'S
ELECTRIC, INC.

Residential

a07-491-1381

Commercial

Farm Industrial

Whether you own a home or a business, expert wiring is crucial to your
safety and comfort. When you need the best in wiring, call on the
qualified, licensed electricians at Cole’s Electric, Inc.

7596 NW 40th St. Owatonna * www.ColesElectric.com

We Provide
Quality Service!

We have earned a solid reputation
in the community as being the #1
choice for your sanitation needs!

Office's in Owatonna, Clarks Grove
and Austin

THOMPSON

SANITATION INC.

Phone: 507-256-4370

507-528-2225 www.HodgmanDrainage.com

IR INCIOUATRHEMES
WITHCUTICOMPREMISE

We build family homes customized to your unique needs and wants.
Working with you on a one-on-one basis, we encourage questions,
promise answers, and delivery on high-level craftsmanship.

www.bigelowlennon.com

Construction L.L.C.
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BEWARE of dangers above.
Your LIFE depends on it.

Steve's bacon

has been named #1
in the State of Minnesota
by the Bacon Scouts

of America in 2021 (2nd time)

Established in 1973
Local family owned

M-F 8 am -5 pm
Sat8am -1 pm

tepe’s
Meat Market

Award Winning Smoked
& Cured Sausage Products

2411 West Bridge Street, Owatonna MN 55060

”I Steele-Waseca 507-451-7340 » 800-526-3514

/ - info@swce.coop * WWwWw.swce.coop
VYAE Cooperative
fy E I e ctrl c Your Touchstone Energy® Cooperative ?&t

ESTABLISHED 1973

210 5th Ave W ¢ Ellendale 507.684.2331

LOCAL LENDERS.

LOCAL DECISIONS. g _, h
COMMUNITY GROWTH. oz ferties | ncoumpes scommoer
Whether you are looking to start, maintain,

or expand your ag operation, let MBT Bank
be your trusted financial partner in 2026.

Kevin LaFrance David Johnson Jackson Heydt Adam Richards Tom Monson
Austin Hayfield Hayfield Dodge Center Mantorville

Locate an MBT Bank Loan Officer Near You

m Blooming Prairie | Dodge Center .J
Hayfield | Mantorville MBT Ba n k
Clear Lake, IA W Forest City, IA @ Lake Mills, IA www.mbtbank.bank | Member FDIC
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HANSEN

“(eee Sewvice

(507) 993-2858

KassoN, MN

| R

ASE Certified Technicians The Difference Is The Service

e AAA Towing
e Car & Truck Repair

e 4 Wheel Computerized Alignment

e Major & Minor Engine & Transmission Repair

e Many Computerized Diagnostic Tools Available Including Factory Scan Tools

111 Front Street, Claremont, MN
Service Center: 507-528-2233

CLAREMONT

__gqpfqrhOMes.com —
=L IE

<CalllUs] ‘ﬂ’@@ﬂ@%

-k w;h'h\ - ‘

s rlndlwdual & Busmess Tax Servwes

0 Doe;fh(‘)\efer Mmer
”‘ Andrist & Arndt, P.A.

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

314 E Main St 133 N Broadway 685 W Bridge St, Ste 6
Blooming Prairie New Richland Owatonna

507-583-7528 507-465-8100 507-451-9136 W

i e B VNS AP T Ak s

3108 4th St. NW, Austin « 507-433-3239
dolanslandscapecenter.com

Landscape Center Inc.

Creations for Qutdoor Living
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) Steele County

FINANCIAL SECURITY

TOGETHER, WE CAN CREATE
A STRONGER FINANGIAL
FUTURE FOR EVERY GENERATION.

Large Increase
in Sales in ‘25!

Agro-Liquid Complers

9-24-3 (More complete than All (P) + (K) + (Micros)
10-34-0 and low salt, use less In-furrow w/planter

(True 90-day release Nitrogen)

Gypsoil & Gypsoil Plus Calcium + Sulfur + Fast Acting Lime
Carbon-Aided Carbon based additive w/300% ROI + 6-10 Bu. Corn/Acre

Storage tanks available JD financing available

Thanks to all owur JANNING SEEDS & FERTILIZER LLC
Blooming Prairie 507-213-6548

Iﬂyﬂl custom ErS! janningfarms@hotmail.com

A publication of the Steele County Times & Dodge County Independent
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Family fights to keep 5
generation farm intact

BY RICK BUSSLER

eanne Pichner
isn’t going down
without a fight.

She is battling to save
her five-generation farm
spanning more than a
century on the east edge
of Owatonna from getting
gobbled up from urban
sprawl as the City of Owa-
tonna and Steele County
attempt to build the East
Side Corridor right in
the heart of the family’s
acreage.

She’s likely living up
to a wall banner hanging
in her living room en-
couraging to “be strong
and courageous, do not be
afraid.”

“I'm passionate about
farming and being out in
the country,” Pichner said
with tears in her eyes.
“That’s my love. I don’t
want to live in town.”

The proposed roadway
would impact 64 acres
of farmland, including
7.5 acres of Pichner land
located about a quarter
mile east of their house.

In addition to the Pich-
ners, 21 other property
owners would be impact-
ed by the East Side Corri-
dor. “Ours is the biggest
part of land it affects,”
said Pichner, whose fam-
ily produces crops and
raises beef cattle.

With emotion cracking
into her voice, Pichner
said, “It’s heartbreaking.
It’s going to affect one
of our primary parcels
of land.” She added the
roadway would cut into
their highest yielding field
of corn and soybeans.

“Our yields are going
to be forever lost,” she
says. Besides lost yields,
Pichner is concerned
about drainage issues that
will likely result from the
corridor expansion.

She calls the proposed
project excessive, point-
ing to the $2 million for
curb and gutter and
storm sewer. Pichner also
wonders why additional
trails are needed when the
city already has 31 miles
of paved trails. “Isn’t that
enough miles of trails?

“It's heartbreaking. It's going to affect one
of our primary parcels of land."

Jeanne Pichner
Owatonna Area Farmer

Iy

Saving a five-generation farm has become the focus for Jeanne Pichner of rural Owatonna as she attempts to keep it from being gobk
Pichner and her family raise beef cattle and produce corn and soybeans in Owatonna Township.

A publication of the Steele County Times & Dodge County Independent
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FARMLAND?

STAFF PHOTO BY RICK BUSSLER
led up by urban sprawl involving the proposed East Side Corridor.

Let’s just stick with the
roadway,” she said.

Steele County in gen-
eral, she said, has some of
the most prime farmland
in the state. “The less we
can take away from this
farmland is what I am
encouraging,” she said.

Pichner has taken her
fight to public meetings
regarding the roadway
where she shows how pas-
sionate she is about what
this means to their family.
“I cried, and I still do,” she
said. “I got emotional (at
the meeting).”

Pichner and others
against the location of
the East Side Corridor
speculate there are future
development plans tied to
the proposed roadway that
haven’t been disclosed.

If the roadway ends
up on the Pichner land,
she pointed out how they
will be hauling manure
on it and semis would be
utilizing it to haul grain
and other commodities. “It
would make things very
challenging,” she said.

While Jeanne and her
husband, Doug, have lived
on the farm for 49 years
and continue to farm,
their son, Matt Pichner,
is the fifth generation to
join in the family opera-
tion. At one time, there
were five farm places
occupied by the Pichner
family. “When I married
into this family, I called it
Pichnerville. We were all
related,” said Jeanne.

Today the Pichners farm

STAFF PHOTO BY RICK BUSSLER

With a backdrop of a wall hanging encouraging to “be strong and courageous and do not be
afraid,” Jeanne Pichner holds a map of the proposed East Side Corridor, which shows a red
line going through the heart of their farmland. Pichner and others advocate for the corridor
to be moved about a mile east on an existing road, 34th Avenue (highlighted in yellow).

about 1,300 acres in Owa-
tonna Township. During
the summer months, cattle
graze through pastureland
going right up to nearby
Bixby Road.

“I’'m very proud of the
Pichner heritage,” said
Jeanne Pichner. “They

worked hard, and we work

hard. This is history for
us. It’s affecting us on the
Pichner farm.”

Pichner, who grew up
afew miles south of their
current farm, loves the
country lifestyle. “Ilove
farming. I love this land.
Ilove this farm. I just love
being out in the country
on this farm and that’s
what motivates me to be
on this farm,” she said.

She scoffs at the notion
of building roads on their

land. “I don’t like concrete.

Ilive in the country, and
I want earth under me,”
Pichner said. “I just like
the rural area,” she added.

R4 )

Figure 3 - proj 5
Pl

What’s troubling to
Pichner is the fact that
an existing road, 34th
Avenue, is less than a
mile east of the proposed
roadway. She pointed out
how 34th Avenue had at
one time connected to
Highway 14. “Why build
more roads when you have
an existing road there,”
she said.

Pichner is alarmed
about what cities and
counties are doing to the
rural areas. “It’s just
concerning that more and
more of our farmland is
being taken away on all
these projects,” she said.

She’s not about to step
away from fighting to keep
urban sprawl from erod-
ing rural land.

A publication of the Steele County Times & Dodge County Independent
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226 Owatonna 20z

Gun and Knife Show

April 18-19th 2026

Steele County Four Seasons Centre
1525 § Elm Ave, Owatonna, MN 55060

Saturday 9 a.m. -5 p.m.
Sunday 9a.m.-3 p.m.
Adm.: $8.00 per day

1530 Cantral Ava. SW
EEODUCTIO 1-.". ING. Cambridge, MN 55008

www.crocodileproductionsinc.com

% T63-T54-T140

Dec 1025

A publication of the Steele County Times & Dodge County Independent
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CHEAPET OIL CHANGE AROUND!
XS Full Synthetic
0il Change

} $49.99

,, Up to 5 quarts

Isn't it TIME you treat your vehicle right with CAR TIME?
We're a full-service repair shop!

1150 Hoffman Dr
Owatonna
OWATONNA 507-774-9533

www.cartimeofowatonna.com
We treat every vehicle like it’s our own!

P——

SAVE AT HOME WITH ENERGY-EFFICIENT PRODUCTS

”’ll

— ey

pe Y )

Blooming Prairie Public Utilities offers residential rebates to electric
customers for products designed to save energy and money.

ENERGY STAR® Labeled Products:

Smart Thermostats Refrigerators*

Heat Pump Water Heaters  Freezers*

LED Downlights Dishwashers

Clothes Washers Dehumidifiers*

Heat Pump Clothes Dryers ~ Room Air Conditioners*
Washer-Dryer Combos EV Chargers NEW

* Additional rebates are available for properly recycling your old working
refrigerator, freezer, dehumidifier, or room air conditioner.

Energy-Efficient Other: NEw
Heating & Cooling | Battery-Powered
Equipment: outdoor/¥ard

X quipment
Air Source Heat Pumps
Central Air Conditioners
Ground Source Heat Pumps
Efficient Furnace Fan Motors
Cooling Equipment Tune-Ups

Electric-Assisted
Bicycles (e-Bikes)

@ Fusuc  SaveEnergyInBloomingPrairie.com @ PUBLIC

UTILITIES

ENERCGY 2%

RESOURCES

NextEra Energy Resources
is proud to
power communities
across Minnesota

Local Investment. Jobs. Energy Independence.

NextEraEnergyResources.com

A publication of the Steele County Times & Dodge County Independent
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THANK YOU
FARMERS

| ,“‘

T)‘

STUSSY & Pmusnu

CONSTRUCTION, INC ROCK PRODUCTS =

507-635-5082
61906 240th Ave / Mantorville

misaen

-
auto parts

Full-service & self-service
automotive recycler
Late model cars & trucks

12880 SW 72nd Ave. | Ellendale, MN
800-358-4902 | 507-684-2100 | www.misgen.com

Since 1972

Order Fulfillment Specialist

25-30hrs/week (must be able to
work on Mondays)

$17-$18/hr

*
Details: Job Perks:
- Measure and cut fabric using - Flexible schedule and
rotary cutter start time
- Fold and package completed - Be the first to see the
orders latest quilting fabrics
- Complete each order with the - Work with fun people!

Pink Chihuahua touch!

To apply, email krista.hayes®@mcneilus.com
with your resume

SEPTIC SYSTEMS

~ Design - Installation - Compliance Inspections
(507

BISHOP=3= 583-2999

EXCAVATING, INC. Benji Bishop

e EXCAVATION State License
« DEMOLITION ——
« BASEMENTS
» DOZER WORK

A publication of the Steele County Times & Dodge County Independent
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LELAND
DRAINAGE

507.340.3896
TREVOR LELAND

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES T I gy

CALL US TODAY! LELANDDRAINAGE.COM

B 115 HIGHWAY 56 N.
WEST CONCORD, MN 55985

{* 507-527-2241

Duane

QUAM

for State Representative
e Innovative Vision
e Conservative Values
¢ e Responsible Government

Uam

507-775-6043 —— * * Kk Kk

www.duanequam.com sl T 2 State Representative
duane.quam@duanequam.com

Paid for by Quam House Committee ® PO Box 21 e Byron MN 55920

A publication of the Steele County Times & Dodge County Independent
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Albert Lea oat mlll construction on schedule
BY KAREN M. JORGENSEN The result is Green
Acres Milling, a process-
Construction of an ing facility in Albert Lea
oat processing plant in currently under con-
Albert Lea is on schedule, struction and owned by a

according to a member of
the facility’s board.

Oats were once an im-
portant crop for Midwest-
ern farmers but by the
middle of the 20t century
oats were being surpassed
by corn and soybeans as
the region’s major crops.

That is starting to
change however, as a still
small but growing group
of farmers, including
some in Dodge and Olm-
sted counties, are recon-
sidering the growing of
oats as a crop along with
the corn and beans. It is
also starting to gain some
traction as a food, even
though American oat
consumption continues
to lag far behind con-
sumption in Europe and
Canada.

Landon Plagge of
Latimer, Iowa, was one of
the first to see the pos-
sibility of growing oats
and processing them in
southern Minnesota. Used
as a cover crop and in crop
rotation, they can help
improve soil health. Oats
have also been gainingin
popularity as a healthy
food to consume and for
the farmer they can also
be an added source of
income.

With that in mind, a
plant to process the oats
began to make sense and
Plagge shared his ideas
with others.

group of about 130 farmer
investors.

“We’re heavily into con-
struction,” said Brad Ha-
gen, one of the investors in
the facility. “The building
is in place, and we are
putting in the equipment.
We’re pretty much on
schedule and hope to start
milling in August.”

The farmers who have
already invested in the
project, he said, will be
delivering bushels of
oats to the facility at the
beginning. After the first
year, Hagen said, the plant
hopes to be purchasing
from other southeast Min-
nesota farmers.

Oats, he said, are a crop
that can be planted in ear-
ly spring and be ready for
harvest at the end of July
or early August.

The Albert Lea plant,
he said, will mill the oats
into either flakes or flour.
Oats, he added, are the
only gluten free grain on
the market.

About 92% of oats con-
sumed in the United States
are grown in Canada
and transported into the
United States by train.
Minnesota is at the south-
ern end of the oat growing
region in North America.
It is economically better
if the oats are grown and
processed in the United
States. Shipping them
from Canada can add up

to 25% to the cost as well
as an increased carbon
footprint.

Green Acres Milling
is not looking into selling
retail premium oats on its
own. He said their target
customer is the premium
oat brands.

In January the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture’s
(USDA) Agricultural Mar-
keting Service (AMS) an-
nounced it had partnered

with Minnesota to award
$9.5 million through the
Resilient Food Systems
Infrastructure Program
(RFSI) to build resilience
in Minnesota’s food sys-
tem, diversifying agricul-
tural markets, creating
new revenue streams
for small and mid-sized
producers and providing
economic opportunities
for local communities.
One of those receiv-

GREEN
{ ACRES
YMILLING

w

ing funding, the USDA
announced, was $1,500,000
to Green Acres Milling
for cleaning and kilning
equipment systems “for a
new innovative oat milling
facility that will enhance
the local food economy
and support rural devel-
opment by filling a middle
of the supply chain gap for
oat processing infrastruc-
ture.”

Green Acres Milling

—— e i

will work with over 100
local farmers within a 120-
mile radius known as the
“Oak Shed” to source oats,
offering them a reliable
market with fair pricing,
enabling production of an
estimated 364,800 cwt of
high-quality oat groats
yearly, and meeting grow-
ing consumer demand

for traceable, non-GMO,
and allergen-free oats, the
USDA release said.

A publication of the Steele County Times & Dodge County Independent
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Could camelina be a profitable

BY KAREN M. JORGENSEN

If someone mentioned
growing camelina as a
crop that could be used to
make biodiesel, most peo-
ple who are not involved
with agriculture would
likely not know what
they were talking about.
But New Richland City
Council member and busi-
nessman Jason Casey has
started the conversation.

Camelina is gaining
traction as a cover crop
that can be grown after
the cash crop is harvested
and can help in improving
soil health. It is a high-po-
tential, low-input oilseed
cover crop that also can be
used to produce sustain-
able aviation fuel renew-
able diesel and biodiesel.

Healthy soil can result
in reduced input costs of
their crops and having
a market for the product
adds to its value to the
grower.

The topic has previ-
ously come up in New
Richland and last month
Casey hosted a meeting of
farmers and businesspeo-
ple at City Hall and online
for an informal discus-
sion concerning what is
involved in financing and
supporting a biofuel plant
in the community.

There are currently
farmers in the area grow-
ing camelina as a cover

crop for local farmers?

crop, but the question
raised is whether local
farmers would devote
acreage to growing the
plant until it fully matures
rather than as a cover
crop. Money would also be
an issue, since construct-
ing alocal plant would
likely require an eight-fig-
ure amount for planning
and construction of a plant

which would take several
years, according to finan-
cial information presented
at the meeting.

Tina Wilson, the
Waseca County planning
and zoning administra-
tor, attended the meeting
online and said the first
step before seeking fund-
ing would be a feasibility
study. The results of the

study could be used when
applying for possible
grants.

After the meeting, Ca-
sey reached out to partic-
ipants via email and said
that as far as next steps
are concerned he would
like to gauge whether
there is enough interest
to consider establishing
research plots that could
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support the development
of a feasibility study.

“We need reliable data
to determine whether
camelina offers the eco-
nomic incentive to pursue
it further,” he said.

So far, the discussions
about camelina are just
discussions but Casey also
asked for feedback from
those who attended the

meeting to see what steps,
if any, need to be taken.
Proponents of camelina
as a biofuel say the crop
does not compete with foods
crops as it can be grown
as a rotation crop between
major plantings, as a fuel
it can be used in existing
jet and diesel engines
without modification, it is
a hardy, short-season crop
that thrives in dry land
conditions with low water
requirements of four to six
inches rainfall, as a cover
crop it reduces soil erosion
and improves soil health, it
has a high yield/efficiency
and one ton of camelina
seeds can produce 200-300
liters of aviation fuel that
translates to nearly one gal-
lon of fuel per gallon of oil
and the meal that remains
after fuel processing is a
high-protein component
used in livestock feed.
Researchers at the Uni-
versity of Minnesota have
said that camelina is “show-
ing exciting potential as a
new cash cover crop that
can provide both ecosystem
services and economic
benefits to farmers in the
Upper Midwest.” Industry
is showing interest in a
wide range of end-use and
co-products for the crop
including healthy edible
oils, biodegradable packag-
ing materials, lubricants
and biofuels, according to
university researchers.

A publication of the Steele County Times & Dodge County Independent
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CFS rolls with farm a

Local farmers embracing technology

BY KAREN M. JORGENSEN

Farmers and rural resi-
dents often get portrayed as
being slow to embrace new
technologies. That is not
the case, at least not with
the customers of CFS, said
Dylan Barth, vice-presi-
dent of talent development
and customer equipment
for the company.

CFS has developed an
app for the customer por-
tal, he said, that is helping
the customers conduct
their business faster and
from any location at any
time of day and night. “A
lot of farmers embrace
technology,” he said.

CFS research showed, he
said, that farmers wanted to
be able to interact with the
company 24/7. CFS worked
with a partner, Barth said,
to develop an app to help
them do just that.

The app, he said, gives
the customer the ability
to see what business they
have done with CFS and to
interact with the company.

It is simple to use, he
said. Once the app has
been downloaded to the
cellphone, he said, and
connected to the account,
all a person has to do is
open the CFS app and it
connects the customer
with their account, agron-

omist and data. It’s a great
way to stay connected to
all the information that

is available, he said. They
can log in and check all
their previous purchases.
They can get quotes for
something they need.
They can receive real-time
agronomic updates, view
statements and invoices,
pay bills via ACH, find out
about financing and credit
information. If a farmer is
driving his tractor home
from the field at midnight
and decides he will need
fuel in the morning, Barth
said, they can use the app
to convey that information
to the company and it will
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be delivered in the morn-
ing without the farmer
having to remember to
call the office.

Of course, he added,
customers can still call
the office to speak directly
with an employee.

Barth said that CFS
was one of the earliest us-
ers in their field to develop
the app technology.

MDA launches biofertilizer innovation and etticiency

Helps area farmers im-
prove nitrogen management
to protect water quality and
enhance soil health

The Minnesota De-
partment of Agriculture
(MDA) is introducing
the Biofertilizer Innova-
tion and Efficiency Pilot
Program, an initiative
designed to help farmers
improve nitrogen manage-
ment and adopt innovative
technologies that protect
water quality and enhance
soil health.

Applications for the
2026 growing season

opened March 2 and will
close on May 1. They are
being accepted on a first-
come, first-served basis.
Farmers who participate
can receive $15 per acre
for reducing their com-
mercial nitrogen fertiliz-
er application rate by the
lesser of 15% or 30 pounds
per acre when using a
qualifying biofertilizer
product.

“This program is
about supporting farm-
ers who want to try new
approaches to nutrient
management while main-

taining productivity,”
said MDA Commission-
er Thom Petersen. “By
incentivizing the use of
biofertilizers and preci-
sion technologies, we can
reduce nitrogen loss and
protect Minnesota’s water
resources.”

Program Details

- Available for the 2026
and 2027 growing sea-
sons.

- Farmers can enroll 40
to 3,000 acres of eligible
farmland in participating
Minnesota counties. The
MDA reserves the right to

limit the number of acres
enrolled per applicant.

- Eligible counties:
Becker, Benton, Carver,
Cass, Crow Wing, Dakota,
Dodge, Douglas, Fill-
more, Goodhue, Houston,
Hubbard, Kandiyohi, Lin-
coln, Morrison, Mower,
Murray, Nicollet, Nobles,
Olmsted, Otter Tail, Pipe-
stone, Pope, Rock, Scott,
Sherburne, Stearns,
Swift, Todd, Wabasha,
Wadena, and Winona

- Open to all crops with
a University of Minneso-
ta-recommended nitrogen

fertilizer rate.

- Qualifying biofer-
tilizer products must be
registered with MDA and
provide nitrogen through
microorganisms such as
bacteria or fungi.

How to Apply

1. Register in the State
of Minnesota’s SWIFT
system to obtain a vendor
number

2. Submit the electron-
ic application form

Applications will be
accepted until 4 p.m. May
1 or earlier if program
capacity is reached.

program

Grant agreements must
be signed by May 29.
Farmers will receive
payment after submitting
documentation verifying
nitrogen reduction and
biofertilizer use by Nov.
30, 2026. Applications for
the 2027 growing season
will open next year. A to-
tal of $500,000 will be split
between the two growing
seasons.

More information can
be found by visiting mda.
state.mn.us/biofertiliz-
er-innovation-efficien-
cy-pilot-program.

A publication of the Steele County Times & Dodge County Independent
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On The Farm
RYAN LERMON

Most farmers in Min-
nesota and across the Mid-
west already use treated
seed in their fields to
protect young plants from
insects. Many of these
seed treatments contain a
class of insecticides called
neonicotinoids. These
products help guard seeds
and seedlings from early
season pests but also come
with important safety and
environmental consider-
ations.

Neonicotinoids are a
group of insecticides that

Understanding Neonicotinoids on treated seed

work inside the plant. They
move into the plant with
water and nutrients as the
seed grows. Preliminary
research is showing a high
percentage of the neonico-
tinoid is staying in the soil
and not being absorbed
into the plant. Common ne-
onicotinoids used to treat
seed include imidacloprid,
clothianidin, thiamethox-
am, and acetamiprid.
These products are widely
used on crops like corn,
soybean, sugar beet, and
potatoes. Because neonic-
otinoids are very common,
most treated seeds you buy
will contain one of these
chemicals.

Always check the
seed tag label before use.
The label lists any seed

treatments applied and
tells you what safety
precautions are required.
Farmers should take time
to understand these labels.
Handling treated seed
safely protects you, your
family, your livestock, and
the environment. Follow
these key practices when
working with treated seed:

Wear protective
clothing. Most treated
seed labels recommend
wearing long sleeves, long
pants, and chemical resis-
tant gloves when handling
seed. This protects your
skin from contact with the
treatment.

Clean up spills right
away. Any seed that spills
should be picked up or cov-
ered with soil to prevent

exposure to wildlife, water
sources, and people. Treat-
ed seed can be hazardous
if birds or other animals
come into contact with it.

Minimize dust during
planting. One main risk
with neonicotinoid treated
seed is the dust that can
come off seed during
planting. This dust may
carry small amounts of in-
secticide that can travel in
the air and affect nearby
plants or pollinators like
bees. Use dust reducing
products and follow plant-
er manufacturer guidance
to reduce this risk.

Avoid planting near
areas where bees for-
age. Wind can carry dust
toward flowers and other
plants where pollinators

are active. If possible,
choose calm planting days
and avoid windy condi-
tions where dust might
drift to sensitive areas.
Dispose of leftover
seed properly. If you have
seed left over after plant-
ing, do not leave it where
children, pets, or wildlife
can access it. Follow label
instructions for burying or
disposing of leftover treat-
ed seed. Do not compost
treated seed or use it for
feed or food production.
Know what treatments
are on your seed, handle
it carefully, and take
steps to reduce the risk
of neonicotinoids moving
off target. Neonicotinoids
are one tool in the toolbox;
they have a time and place

where their use makes
agronomic and economic
sense. Make sure you are
selecting the right tool
for the job and applying
it when it is needed and
will be effective. Increased
awareness, proper stew-
ardship, and responsible
management practices
help protect pollinators,
safeguard water quality,
and keep farming safer
and more sustainable for
everyone involved.

Ryan Lermon is the
agriculture and natural
resources educator for
the University of Minne-
sota Extension for Steele
and Rice counties. He
may be reached at 507-
330-0447 or lermo004@
umn.edu.

LSP shares hopes for 2026 legislative session

Groups ‘Lobby Day’ was
March I at Capitol

BY KAY FATE

For the past 20 years,
the Land Stewardship
Project has held its annual
lobby day at the Minne-
sota Capitol; this year’s
event was March 11.

“It’s an opportunity to
bring (together) farmers,
rural residents and sup-
porters of a more sustain-
able farm and food sys-
tem,” said Laura Schreiber,
government relations

director of the LSP.

“Most legislators now
are at least one to two
generations removed from
agriculture, even though
it is a system that impacts
everyone,” she said, “so
this is a day to educate,
build relationships, and
move our legislative prior-
ities forward.”

About 60 people met
with legislators and the
agriculture committee
chairs.

Typically, Schreiber
said, lawmakers “are grate-
ful to learn more about the
challenges facing current
and aspiring farmers, hear
what types of policies can
support soil health, build
out local markets for farm-
ers ... and challenges of an
increasingly consolidated
and concentrated agricul-
ture industry.”

Minnesota is one of
the few states where local
government control of de-
velopment is still strong,
she said.

“One of our top prior-
ities this year is to make
improvement to the Farm-
land Down Payment As-

sistance Program — which
helps farmers purchase
their first farm — and share
our strong support for this
program that helps sup-
port the next generation of
farmers,” Schreiber said.

“Because this is a poli-
cy year, we are focused on
setting the table for future
years, so we can have in-
creased investment in lo-
cal purchasing programs,
beginning farmer equip-
ment and infrastructure
grants,” she said, as well
as soil health programs.

Other work will include
bolstering supply chains
that support the process-
ing and marketing of

soil-friendly “continuous
living cover” crops, like
kernza.

Nitrate pollution of
groundwater continues
in southeastern Minne-
sota, said Schreiber, who
called the Olmsted County
Groundwater Protection
and Soil Health Program
“innovative.”

“It has shown great
promise for reducing fer-
tilizer runoff by reward-
ing farmers for putting in
cover crops, diversifying
rotations and using regen-
erative grazing systems,”
she said.

The expectation, she
said, is that “lawmakers

will spend much of their
time responding to actions
at the federal level,” figur-
ing out how to deal with a
myriad number of program
cuts, including to the Sup-
plemental Nutrition Assis-
tance Program (SNAP) and
health care subsidies.

LSP will also push
for the introduction of a
bill that directs the state
to create an action plan
for increased farmland
access, especially for
beginning and emerging
farmers.

This legislation should
identify policy solutions
and investigate alternative
land holding mechanisms.

A publication of the Steele County Times & Dodge County Independent
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Planting into the headwinds: 2026
outlook for Steele County growers

BY JORDAN WIERSMA

As the snow begins
its slow retreat from the
ditches of Steele County,
farmers across Southern
Minnesota are preparing
for a spring season that
feels all too familiar-and
yet increasingly complex.
While the warmth of
a projected mild April
offers the possibility of an
early start, the econom-
ic landscape for 2026 is
demanding a “sharpened
pencil” approach to every
acre.

Between shifting global
trade policies and a stub-
born gap between input
costs and cash prices, the
2026 season is shaping up
to be a test of resilience
for our local agricultural
community.

Market squeeze:
Record supplies vs. lean
prices

The primary challenge
for 2026 isn’t a lack of
grain, but rather an abun-
dance of it. Coming off
record-breaking national
yields in 2025, the market
is currently “heavy” with
supply.

Early projections
suggest corn prices may
not move much over the
next four months. With
large carryover stocks
from last year, significant
price rallies are unlikely
without a major weather

shock or a shift in biofuel
policy. While changes to
biofuel policy could occur,
the effects of transitioning
to E13-15 blends will take
time to materialize.
Soybeans saw some
price recovery in Febru-
ary, but trade tensions
remain a wild card. While
new domestic crush ca-
pacity is helping demand,
uncertainty regarding
export deals continues to
keep local elevators—-and
lenders—-on edge.
The cost of the crop
The “input squeeze”
remains the biggest
hurdle for Steele County
operations. While some
inflationary pressures
have eased, the cost of put-
ting a seed in the ground
remains historically high.
Nitrogen remains
a major expense, with
prices linked to volatile
natural gas markets and
global supply demands.
While potassium prices
are stable, phosphorus
remains above economic
thresholds. Rising global
demand for agricultural
use and manufacturing—
specifically for batteries—
has pushed phosphorus
prices up so significantly
over the last few years
that many growers are
not replacing as much
as they are taking out of
the soil. This “mining” of
nutrients will likely turn

into a problem in the near
future.

Creating ROI: Navi-
gating the 2026 season

Despite these head-
winds, there are tools
available to help bridge
the gap. Federal safety

spreads sales across time
to take the emotion out of
decisions. Remember: You
cannot control the mar-
ket, but you can control
your plan. The goalisn’t
to hit the “top tick”-it’s to
make a profit and sleep

nets, like ARC/PLC reve- well at night.
nue guarantees and FBA Efficiency over expan-
Payments, continue to be sion

Farmers can increase
bushels per acre through
precision agriculture tech-
nology, such as variable
rate applications and yield
mapping. Selecting the
right hybrids for spe-
cific soil environments,

a much-needed support for
the farmers.

Success this year will
also depend on strate-
gic marketing. A good
marketing plan is written
down, based on your spe-
cific costs and goals, and

optimizing NPK with split
applications, and investing
in long-term improvements
like tile drainage are key.

For some, 2026 is a year
to bolster working capital
and manage existing debt
rather than bidding up
cash rents or investing in
“new iron.”

Resilience of Steele
County

Farming in Southern
Minnesota has always
been a gamble against
both Mother Nature and
the global economy. As
we look toward the 2026
planting season, the focus

is on “tightening the belt”
without sacrificing pro-
ductivity.

Local growers have
always said: “When prices
are high, you want bushels;
when prices are low, you
need bushels.” The tractors
will still roll, the seed will
still go in, and Steele Coun-
ty farmers will continue to
do what they do best: feed
the world, even when the
math is hard.

Jordan Wiersma
is the agronomy sales
manager at Central
Farm Services based in
Owatonna.
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Planning Grain Site Expansions? Don't
Forget About Your Propane Setup

BY TRAVIS SMITH

If you’ve put money
into a modern grain
system, you already know
they’re a big investment
and a big upgrade for
your operation. More
capacity equates to a
smoother harvest and
less stress. But wheth-
er you're adding a new
dryer, moving bins, or
expanding the whole site,
there’s one piece that
often gets missed in the
planning process:

Your propane sys-
tem.

A lot of the time, the
propane supplier isn’t
brought into the loop ear-
ly enough. By the time we
get called, concrete is al-
ready poured, structures
are in place, and suddenly
there’s no good spot left
for tanks or supply lines
without disregarding
codes or bending the
budget. A quick headsup
early in the project makes
a world of difference.

Why It Pays to Call
Ahead

Getting your propane
supplier involved before
construction starts isn’t
just for safety (though
that’s a big part of it). It
also makes the piping
simpler, keeps costs down,
avoids delays when you're
counting on that dryer
come fall and helps you
avoid redoing things that

were already installed.
A 15minute conversation
can save a whole lot of
headaches later.

At CFS, we're always
happy to walk the site
with you, look at the
plans, and make sure
everything is set up right
the first time.

A Few Propane
Codes to Keep in Your
Back Pocket

Here are some of the
key spacing requirements
that farmers run into

most often when updating

their grain systems:

-When tanks are being
filled, they must be at
least 50 feet away from
any airhandling equip-
ment. This includes fans
on bins and the dryer.
Basically, anything mov-
ing air that could pull
propane vapors toward
ignition sources.

-If you're running mul-
tiple 1,000s, they need to
be at least 25 feet away
from any structure and

3 feet between each tank.
This spacing catches a lot
of folks by surprise, es-
pecially when squeezing
tanks between bins, pads,
and driveways.

—If you utilize larger
bulk tanks for transport
deliveries you need to
remember that bigger
tanks come with bigger
spacing rules. Tanks with
2001-30,000 gallon capac-
ity must be 50 feet from
structures and tanks
with 45,000-gallon capac-

ity need to be at least 75
feet.

If you plan for expan-
sion in the future, we can
help you pick a spot now
that works later, too.

Let’s Plan It Before
You Pour It

Whether you're adding
capacity or building a
brandnew site, bring your
propane supplier into the
conversation early. We
can help make sure the
system is laid out safely,
efficiently, and in a way

that won’t slow you down
when the grain starts
comingin.

At CFS, we’re more
than happy to meet on-
site, talk through the op-
tions, and get everything
lined up so your dryer is
ready to roll come fall.
Just give us a call, we’ll
take care of the rest.

Travis Smith is the
energy operations
manager at Central
Farm Services based in
Owatonna.
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DwatonnaiGranite/1s proud
{0 SUDOE ol Farmers!

o Full Line of granite and
bronze memorials *

o Custom laser etching
* Pre-planning -

design your
memorial your way

Locally Owned by John & Barb Heerema

Owatonna g

1180 Frontage Rd. E., Owatonna, MN
507-455-9551 + OwatonnaGranite.com

/ 7 =
N
Main Street Dental Clinics

comfortable dentistry

Blooming Prairie Owatonna New Richland
405 E Main St 1170 E Frontage Rd | 132 North Broadway
507-583-2141 507-455-1000 507-463-0502

Mankato
287 St Andrews Dr
507-720-0250

Rochester
3110 Wellner Dr NE
507-536-7700

mainstreetdentalclinics.com

507-273-9110 * brucewithschaefferoil@gmail.com

SINCE 1839

SPECIALIZED
LUBRICANTS

1

AGRO-_OPOWER’

Bruce Freerksen
Providing Supplies for
Profitable Farming
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“50 Years in
the Field”

We Work to Keep Every
Acre Working for You!

FARM-TECH

Est 1976

D Reinke

X

2 Locations:

14846 Hwy. 56 W 22100 Lillehei Ave.
Adams, MN 55909 Hastings, MN 55033

507-582-7725 « info@farmtech.com

/

Thinking of Selling? Sell with the areas trusted leader HM Auction Group. Turning :
your assets into opportunities! Serving Minnesota, lowa and Wisconsin. Sell your
items Live or Online, at your place or ours, there is always an auction around the
corner.
We specialize in:

r ) Agriculture Farm Land < Construction Equipment
@ [ndustrial Equipment

@ Firearms & Sporting Goods

& Residential Real Estate
@ Fam Machinery

HMAUCTION.COM
Kenyon: 507-789-5421
Dexter: 507-584-0133

READY TO CONSIGN?

= QM 1 MsaA SO
Matt Maring Lic# 25-28 | 507-951-8354
Kevin Maring Lic# 25-70 | 507-271-6280

Why choose HMauction.com?
« Over a century of combined auction experience

Q)

Husqvarna

4 NCCEs,

‘springd
SAVINGS

D

Get a jump on the spring
season with these
limited-time deals!

v $1,450 o

Automower’ iQ Series robotic mowers

= cdiy

~L ===

To $100 OFF

Select Trimmers

To $70 OFF

Select Chainsaws

$5 OFF

Select Backpack Blowers

Offer valid on select models only. Limited time offer. While supplies last. Exclusions apply.

MINERS
Outdoor & Rc

Hwy 218 South « Blooming Prairie, MN
507-583-2712

www.minersoutdoor.com

HOURS: =
— Monday - Friday: 8:00am - 5:00pm

Saturday - 8:00am - Noon

« Expert auctioneers committed to exceptional service
« Seamless transactions for both buyers and sellers
« Online and live auction options

Adam Engen Lic# 25-93 | 507-213-0647
Bill Hilton Lic# 50-24 | 507-279-9600
Andrew Hamilton Lic# 55-051925 | 507-438-6693
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Enjoy a memorable vacation
with JAG Tours!

Washington D.C. March 21-29, 2026

Smoky Mountains  Apr 26 - May 2, 2026

New York City May 2-10, 2026

Mystery May 15-22, 2026

Yellowstone June 20-26, 2026

Sit back, relax & enjoy
the view with a luxury
motorcoach vacation
with JAG Tours!

Ask About
JAG Tours’

NO-WORRY
Commitment

Check out our new website for details
on our 2026 tours — jagtours.com

507-529-8687 | 1-866-277-8687

COIII & Paper Money $how

Steele County Historical Center
1700 Austin Rd. Owatonna, MN

Saturday, March 28, 2026
9AM-3PM

Free Admission
Free Appraisals

Sponsored by
Southern Minnesota Coin and
Stamp Club Association

Non-profit organization for the promotion of coin and currency collecting

MARCH 11,2026

Houghton's;

AUCT/ION SERVICE ™

-

houghtonauctlons com

MARCH AUCTIONS

Thurs. March 19th - 6PM Mon. March 23rd - 6PM
John Zignego Estate Online Auction
40 AC Farmland, Tractor, Farm Eq. Vehicles,
Goodhue Co, Red Wing, MN New Sk Ld Attach, Tools

Houghton’s Auction Service has conducted thousands of Real Estate
Farm Land & Farm Equipment Auctions since 1979
Live w/online bidding & Online Auction, conducted at your place or ours.

Call Today for more Info

Houghton'’s Auction Service

651-764-4285
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THEIN WELL

ROCHESTER,INC.
Providing prompt and professional service
New & Replacement Wells for Farms, Residences & Businesses T 0 F R E E WAYS

Pump & Pressure Tank Service (after-hours service available)
Variable-speed/Constant-Pressure Pump Systems
Sealing Old Wells

507-374-6588 507-288-5554

1-800-314-WELL (9355)
www.TheinWellRochester.com

We have your files = Blciesel and ethanol are helping power
and records from the economy while protecting our air.

Narveson Pump - —
call us fe or service! "4 P oY = Brought to you by the Dodge County Corn and Soybean Growers and their checkoffs. .\\6' MinnesotaCorn

WERNER IMPLEMENT LLG

Farm Equipment ® Construction Equipment ® Lawn & Garden ® Broadcast Spreaders & Seeders Attachments

Used Equipment ® Find and Order Your Parts Online = Full Service Tire Center

e,
ot
‘ e

et 11N e

Family Owned Since 1948 Proudly serving for 77 yea rs HOURS

Monday - Friday: 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Saturday: 8 a.m. to Noon

noMainswreetEast,  yyith no plans to stop now!

Vermillion, MN 55085

www.wernerimplement.com
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IAevi MARCH

Ak Sk &k Ak Sk &k

OWATONNA ¥ MINNESOTA

THURSDAY 9AM TO SPM Al setins

PRESENTED BY

FRIDAY 9AM TO SPM AR

SATURDAY SAM TO 4PM [
FREE ADMISSION AND PARKING _Linder

DAILl GRAND PR'ZES 1TENT

Bring This Ad To The &1
Info Booth For A =S
FREE Screwdriver Kit Sgs

/«J . AN
Produced By Tra €xXpos PO Box 1067, Austin MN 55912 H800-347-5225 ﬂTradexpos &3 tradexpos.com
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