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• Gutters 
• Gutter  Cleaning

Curt Spatenka
507-456-1361

Landon Spatenka
507-475-1360

Serving Southern Minnesota for Over 25 Years!

• Screens 
• Repairs
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Now 
including  

507-451-6388   Owatonna, MN  




Heating Cooling Dryer Vent & Duct Cleaning 

Southern Minnesota’s 
Largest Selection 
of Flowers and 
Vegetables
Souba Greenhouse
4003 Crane Creek Road
Owatonna, MN 55060
2 miles west of McDonalds

Mon-Sat 8am-5pm
Sun 11am-4pm

Open HouseSat. April 298am-5pm

507-451-1444  soubagreenhouse.com|

April hours

Opening soon at Skyline Plaza 
in Albert Lea.

Federally insured by NCUA.

firstalliancecu.com
507-288-0330

TACKLE 
YOUR  
TO-DO 
 LIST

With a Home  
Equity Line of 

Credit.
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Thinking about solar? OPU offers guidance

BY JONI HUBRED

If you’re thinking 
of installing solar 
panels, Owatonna 

Public Utilities (OPU) 
Energy Conservation 
Officer Jared Hendricks 
has some advice: Do your 
homework.

“My first step when 
somebody starts with 
solar is to figure out where 
they’re at with their re-
search,” Hendricks said. “I 
meet them there, wherev-
er they’ve left off.”

Some customers who 
contact him know very 
little, while others have 
done extensive research. 
Either way, he directs 
them to a couple of re-
sources that offer neutral 
information: the Clean 
Energy Resource Team 
(CERT), under the um-
brella of the University 
of Minnesota research 
office, and pvwatts.nrel.
gov, which offers an online 
calculator to estimate how 
much energy an array will 
generate in each month of 
the year.

PVWatts is part of the 
national laboratory of 
the U.S. Department of 
Energy, Office of Energy 
Efficiency and Renewable 
Energy and operated by 
the Alliance for Sustain-
able Energy. The calcu-
lator takes into account 
information about the 
array itself as well as 
weather and solar radia-
tion in the area.

Customers can also 
compare figures in the 

report with their annual 
energy use, to ensure they 
are installing the right 
array for their needs.

“Solar is a large dollar 
investment,” Hendrick-
son said. “It doesn’t make 
sense to over-size your 
array.”

Hendricks said CERT 
offers a wealth of re-
sources; the team works 
with those involved in all 
aspects of clean energy. He 
is also a resource for those 
looking into solar and–
without recommending a 

contractor–can help cus-
tomers understand quotes 
for the work. He suggests 
getting two or three, as 
with any large home im-
provement project.

Solar “is not right for 
everybody for a number 
of reasons,” he said. “All 
I can do is guide them on 
the right path.”

Once a customer has 
decided they’re on that 
right path, they can work 
directly with their con-
tractor or, as is often the 
case, choose OPU serve as 

the “application agent”. 
OPU departments review 
a required application to 
ensure it is complete and 
that the OPU system is 
capable of handling the 
array once it’s hooked up.

If, for instance, the ar-
ray will be among several 
connected to a transform-
er, OPU may determine 
that it would overload the 
system. In that case–and 
there haven’t been any yet 
in Owatonna–the home-
owner might be required 
to pay at least some of the 

cost for necessary up-
grades, Hendricks said.

Even as they’re work-
ing with OPU, customers 
installing solar also must 
apply for city permits. The 
building department, for 
instance, will check to 
make sure the roof will 
still meet snow loading 
capabilities once the array 
is installed. One customer, 
Hendricks said, had to up-
grade a garage roof before 
installing solar panels.

Hendrickson said OPU 
installs a dual meter that 

measures OPU power go-
ing into the home and one 
to measure solar power. 
Customers will see both 
on their bills and pay–or 
be paid–based on the dif-
ference between the two.

Because it’s a costly 
investment, Hendrickson 
sees solar as the top of an 
energy conservation pyr-
amid. Before taking that 
last, large step, he sug-
gests asking a contractor 
to conduct a “site assess-
ment” to look at opportu-
nities for energy conserva-
tion and efficiency.

The first layer of the 
pyramid, he said, is reduc-
ing wasted energy–turn-
ing off lights, adjusting the 
water heater temperature, 
washing in cold water, and 
other measures that cost 
nothing.

“That’s the most cost-ef-
ficient way to reduce your 
energy bills,” he said.

Next, homeowners can 
look at energy efficiency: 
sealing and insulating 
the attic, installing better 
weather-stripping around 
doors and windows, 
and purchasing energy 
efficient appliances, which 
have a much shorter pay-
back window than solar.

“Some contractors will 
refuse to bid a job if the 
customer isn’t willing to 
reduce waste,” Hendricks 
said. “Wasting solar ener-
gy is still wasting energy.”

For more information 
about solar, reach out to 
Hendricks, 507?451?2480 or 
jared.hendricks@owaton-
nautilities.com.

PHOTO COURTESY ENERGY.GOV
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Moving? Spring Cleaning?

Need a space for all the "extras?"

We offer self storage made simple.

CONVENIENTLY 
LOCATED IN THE

INDUSTRIAL PARK 
RIGHT OFF HWY 14.

TH20815 636 ST 
DODGE CENTER 

24 hour access
86 South Main Street • Pine Island, MN 55903

507-356-8324 • pineislandlumber.com

ALL YOUR  ALL YOUR  
BUILDING NEEDSBUILDING NEEDS

Pine Island Lumber is known for providing quality materials 
and personal service for building projects

throughout southeastern Minnesota.

OUR SERVICES:
Siding • Suffit • Fascia • Decks • Roofing• Windows  

Patio Doors • Entry Doors • Service Doors • Overhead Doors 
Kitchen  and Bath • Interior Doors • Trim • Millwork 

 Insulation and Ventilation • Lumber • Plywood • OSB
Engineered Wood • Trusses • Fishing • Camping • Marine

Serving all of
Southern
Minnesota

We pride ourselves on having the
best value in the midwest,

with a quality that is guaranteed
to shine through.

endreswc.com
507-WE-CLEAN • 507-932-5326
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For many projects, hardware store is the place to go
BY KAREN M. JORGENSEN

Home improve-
ment projects 
can be varied 

and while bigger jobs, 
such as installing a deck 
or landscaping a yard, 
may involve a profession-
al, many other projects 
can be accomplished by 
the homeowner. And that 
is where the neighborhood 
hardware store can help.

While these projects 
don’t involve major con-
struction, there are still 
many things the home-
owner can do to, said 
Greg Kuball of Hardware 
Hank in Kasson. Hard-
ware stores do not carry 
building supplies, he said, 
but they do have many 
of the things needed to 
improve the looks of your 
property and home.

Inside the home, he said, 
a simple project can in-
volve painting. And that is 
not necessarily painting an 
entire room or the whole 
house. You can change the 
look of a room, he said, by 
simply changing one wall. 
The cost can be less than 
$1 and the paint and the 
supplies can all be found at 
the hardware store.

Another inside project, 
he said, while it may not 
be a home improvement 
in the traditional sense, 
involves things like ants. 
These insects turn up 
inside when the weather 
warms and the resident 
needs to find a proper 
chemical that will be safe 
to both kids and pets. 
Mites on house plants can 

be a problem as spring 
arrives.

Kuball said that by ex-
plaining what the situation 
is they can offer you sug-
gestions as to the solution.

It’s a similar situation 
for your outside spring 
work.

For the person who 
would like to improve 
the look of their yard 
and eliminate weeds and 
unwanted grasses the an-
swer is not always a weed 
killer, Kuball said.

The better answer, he 
explained, is often fertil-
izer. Applying fertilizer 
consistently can make for 
a healthier, stronger grass. 
A stronger grass acts as a 
weed killer too and gradual-
ly will choke out the weeds. 
It’s not as quick as applying 
a chemical weed killer, he 
said, but in the end it results 
in a better looking and 
more lush lawn.

Also on the subject of 
planting, he said, there 
is no one type of soil that 
works for all types of 
growing plants.

Raised beds, trees, 
shrubs, potted plants, they 
all do better in different 
kinds of soil. Kuball said 
that they carry a variety 
of these soils and can help 
you pick the right one de-
pending on how and what 
you plan to plant.

Kuball says he also car-
ries a variety of other out-
door items to make your 
yard more livable, includ-
ing bird feeders, bird seed, 
lawn ornaments, flower 
and vegetable seeds, and a 
limited number of plants.
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Great Rates
     Are In Bloom!

Buy or Refinance Today With 
Personalized Solutions From a

 Trusted Local Mortgage Lender.

37470 1st Ave • DENNISON • 507-645-5929
1520 Clinton Lane • NORTHFIELD • 507-645-6736 
181 Main St • WEST CONCORD • 507-527-2236

Diamond Crystal®
Solar Naturals® Water Softener 

Salt Crystals
High purity salt. 40lb. bag.(141770)

$1off per bag

Diamond Crystal®
Bright & Soft® Water
Softener Salt Pellets

Works in most water softeners. 
40 lb. bag. (908202)

WITH THIS COUPON

COUPON EXPIRES 4/30/23
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‘It was time’
Byron family completes 

$120K remodel
BY RENEE BERG

For Terry and De-
nise Borgschatz 
of Byron, it was 

time. Past time. Long 
overdue.

“It needed to be done,” 
Terry said of the couple’s 
$120,000 remodel of their 
32-year-old, three-bed-
room home. “We’d put it 
off long enough.”

It was “absolutely” a 
good investment, he said. 
“We love it.”

The couple did some 
of the work themselves 
but hired Caps Kitchen & 
Bath locally to handle the 
bulk of the improvements, 
including two remodeled 
bathrooms, hardwood 
floors throughout the 
upstairs, and a complete 
kitchen remodel with one 
wall taken out and an 
island feature added.

Their remodel was com-
pleted in the fall of 2022 
and was timed for when 
their four adult children 
were out of the house 
and on their own, Terry 
Borgschatz said.

The rooms were dated 
and needed to be redone. 
Among the improvements 
were a shower with three 
jets, an enlarged closet, 
new sink and vanity 
cupboards in both the 
upstairs and downstairs 
bathrooms and the “pop-

corn” ceiling was removed 
in every room except the 
bedrooms.

In the master bath, the 
couple chose to put in a 
whirlpool tub instead of a 
regular tub.

As for home improve-
ments, Terry said that is 
“it for now,” though the 
couple may at a later date 
decide to remodel the 
three bedrooms as well. 
He said he wanted to sup-
port local in hiring Caps.

“He’s right here in 
Byron,” Terry said. “And 
I had heard good things 
from other people.”

Also trending in home 
improvement projects 
right now is installing 
insulation, said Lucas 
Burnham, COO at Home 
Improvement Profession-
als in Byron.

“Energy efficiency and 
heat loss and things of that 
nature, on the insulation 
side seem to be popular,” 
he said. “You get the value 
through the money you 
save in your heating bills.”

Just because winter is 
past doesn’t mean it’s no 
longer time to properly 
insulate your home.

“It’s not time to forget 
about your energy efficien-
cy,” Burnham said. “Peo-
ple think about it during 
the winter, but they seem 
to forget about it in the 
summer time.”
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We Do:
R e f r e s h  Yo u r  H o m eR e f r e s h  Yo u r  H o m e

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR | COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL
PAINTING | STAINING | WALLCOVERING | DECKS

RICHARD BENNETT
OWNER,  INSURED

ELEVATED PA INT ING
FREE ESTIMATES

CALL/TEXT:  507-330-2145
ELEVATEDPAINTINGMN@GMAIL.COM

Here at Earl's Small Engine, we are proud to offer you quality products with brands you 
know and trust like Ariens, Gravely and Stihl. From small power equipment to commercial 
grade lawn mowers and snow blowers, we have the power equipment you need to help 

maintain your beautiful home with ease. 
Our shop is locally owned and we cater to home owners and commercial lawn care 
professionals. You can count on us to understand your needs and find you the exact 

equipment needed for your own requirements.

1099 FRONTAGE RD. NW, BYRON, MN

SMALL ENGINE 
REPAIR

507-775-6456
www.earlspowerequipment.com

1103 8th Avenue NW • Kasson, MN 55920
Office: 507-775-7800 • Cell: 507-208-1819

http://www.brickpavinginrochestermn.com

HARDSCAPE: Retaining Walls • Patios 
DrivewaysDecorative Rock & Boulders 

Wood Chips • Mulches

WE OFFER: Snow Plowing & Removal, 
Parking Lot Sweep, 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL • FREE ESTIMATES
FAST SERVICE • PROFESSIONAL LANDSCAPE SERVICE

FULLY SECURED • 24 YEARS EXPERIENCE
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NO
PAYMENTS
Until 2024

PRSRT STD
ECRWSS

U.S. Postage
PAID

EDDM RETAIL

Local 
Postal Customer

*****************ECRWSS****

Looking to improve your water quality?

Offer valid 01.15.23 - 04.15.23. Dealer participation varies. See dealer for specific product and system details
on this financing offer.  Subject to credit approval by Aqua Finance, Inc. Payments must be made via ACH.
Interest accrues from day 1 at 17.99% APR but is waived if amount financed is paid in full before the promotion end 
date (12 months). Not valid with other offers. Contaminants may not be in your water. ©2023 Culligan Ultrapure

CulliganWaterMinnesota.com

Common Drinking Water Problems
•Concerns about bacteria and/or viruses
•Foul, rotten egg smell
•Bad taste
•Cloudy or unpleasant appearance

The Culligan Ultrapure Advantage
•Certified & Trained Team
•Most Efficent Products
•Industry Leading Warranty
•Local Leader in Every Market

*

©2023 Culligan Ultrapure

Culligan Ultrapure of Byron
 (507) 405-0555Culligan Ultrapure of Byron

993 Frontage Rd NW
Byron, MN 55920

Try a Culligan® Reverse Osmosis 
Drinking Water System for $9.95/mo

for the first three months.

Introductory $9.95/MO 
on an R.O.

Inspect, Check, & Sanitize 
for $29.95

Receive a complete softener inspection, resin 
sanitization, and neutralization to ensure top 

equipment performance.

No payments until 2024* when you 
finance  any Aquasential®  

High-Efficiency or Select Series™ 
Water Softener.

For a limited time
No payments until 20*

USE CODE: MNINSPECT USE CODE: MNRO995

NO
PAYMENTS
Until 2024

LIMITED TIME OFFER
01.15.23 - 04.15.23

On the purchase of any Aquasential® 
High-Efficiency or Select Series™ Water Softener

*

01.15.23 - 05.15.23

NO
PAYMENTS
Until 2024
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ECRWSS

U.S. Postage
PAID

EDDM RETAIL
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Looking to improve your water quality?
Culligan Ultrapure of Byron

(507) 405-0555
CulliganWaterMinnesota.com

993 Frontage Rd NW
Byron, MN 55920
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7596 NW 40th Street • Owatonna
www.ColesElectric.com

Residential • Farm  
 Industrial • Commercial

Free Estimates
24-Hour Emergency 

Service

507-451-1387

140 26th Street NW x Owatonna, MN x 507-444-0067
info@fireplaceconnection.biz x www.fireplaceconnection.biz

Expand Your Entertaining Space Expand Your Entertaining Space 
With An Outdoor FireplaceWith An Outdoor Fireplace

Book Your Landscape Book Your Landscape 
for 2023!for 2023!

3108 4th St. NW, Austin3108 4th St. NW, Austin
507-433-3239 507-433-3239 

dolanslandscapecenter.comdolanslandscapecenter.com

Contact us for all of your 
roofing needs.

JAMES PIEPHO 
507.451.1686

5098 SW 18th Street, Owatonna, MN 55060
www.piephoroofing.com

LIC. #BC679096
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507-775-6156
www.hipforhomes.com

Monday - Friday 
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Saturday & Sunday Closed

Love the home you're in!
Siding • Windows 
Roofing • Remodel

We offer the best products & 
services at great prices for 
all your remodel projects.

Serving all of SE Minnesota.

Call us or visit our website to 
schedule an appointment!

HOME IMPROVEMENT PROFESSIONALSHOME IMPROVEMENT PROFESSIONALS
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“No job too big 
or too small”

Check us out on Facebook!

70124 220th Ave., Kasson

507-273-5356

 info
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New General Merchandise and 
favorites coming in weekly.

New and Preowned Harley-Davidson
Motorcycles for Every Budget 

We also buy used Harley-Davidson Motorcycles

BERGDALE HARLEY-DAVIDSON
Exit #157 on I-90 Albert Lea, MN

507-373-5236
Open 7 Days A Week

Monday, Tuesday,  
Wednesday, 

Thursday, Friday,   
9am to 6 pm; 

Saturday 9am to 5 pm; 
Sunday 11 am to 3 pm.

ALL FOR FREEDOM
FREEDOM FOR ALLTM

CompetitiveCompetitive
Financing RatesFinancing Rates

®

KIOTI.com

CS
22-25 HP

SE
R

IE
S

Spring into Savings 
(tractor only)Purchase a CS2210 

as low as 
$9,499*

as low as 
$136mo*

*Offer available March 1, 2023 – May 31, 2023. Product shown with optional equipment that may impact purchase price and/or payment. 0% Down, 0% APR financing for up to 84 months on the purchase of a new KIOTI CS2210 and 
CS2220. For example, with approved financing 84 monthly payments of $11.90 per $1,000 financed. Rebates and/or financing based on the purchase of eligible equipment defined in promotional program. Pricing and rebates in US dollars.  
Additional fees including, but not limited to, taxes, freight, setup and delivery charges may apply. Financing must be through DLL using one of the available financing options. Financing is subject to credit approval. Customers must take delivery 
prior to the end of the program period. Some customers will not qualify. Some restrictions apply. Offer available on new equipment only. Prior purchases are not eligible. Offer valid only at participating Dealers. Offer subject to change without 
notice. See your dealer for details. 6 Year Warranty for Non-Commercial, residential use only.6 Year Warranty applies to CS, CX, CK10, DK10, NS and NX model KIOTI tractors and must be purchased and registered between September 1, 
2016 – June 30, 2023. Offer valid only at participating Dealers. Offer subject to change without notice. See your dealer for details. © 2023 Kioti Tractor Company a Division of Daedong-USA, Inc. 

2250 AUSTIN ROAD 
OWATONNA, MN 

507-451-3131
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SER
IES

Spring into Savings 
(tractor only)Purchase a CS2210 

as low as 
$9,499*

as low as 
$136mo*

*Offer available March 1, 2023 – May 31, 2023. Product shown with optional equipment that may impact purchase price and/or payment. 0% Down, 0% APR financing for up to 84 months on the purchase of a new KIOTI CS2210 and 
CS2220. For example, with approved financing 84 monthly payments of $11.90 per $1,000 financed. Rebates and/or financing based on the purchase of eligible equipment defined in promotional program. Pricing and rebates in US dollars.  
Additional fees including, but not limited to, taxes, freight, setup and delivery charges may apply. Financing must be through DLL using one of the available financing options. Financing is subject to credit approval. Customers must take delivery 
prior to the end of the program period. Some customers will not qualify. Some restrictions apply. Offer available on new equipment only. Prior purchases are not eligible. Offer valid only at participating Dealers. Offer subject to change without 
notice. See your dealer for details. 6 Year Warranty for Non-Commercial, residential use only.6 Year Warranty applies to CS, CX, CK10, DK10, NS and NX model KIOTI tractors and must be purchased and registered between September 1, 
2016 – June 30, 2023. Offer valid only at participating Dealers. Offer subject to change without notice. See your dealer for details. © 2023 Kioti Tractor Company a Division of Daedong-USA, Inc. 
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OWATONNA, MN 
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notice. See your dealer for details. 6 Year Warranty for Non-Commercial, residential use only.6 Year Warranty applies to CS, CX, CK10, DK10, NS and NX model KIOTI tractors and must be purchased and registered between September 1, 
2016 – June 30, 2023. Offer valid only at participating Dealers. Offer subject to change without notice. See your dealer for details. © 2023 Kioti Tractor Company a Division of Daedong-USA, Inc. 

2250 AUSTIN ROAD 
OWATONNA, MN 

507-451-3131
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Factors to consider before renovating a driveway
Driveways are 

oft-overlooked 
components of 

home exteriors. But drive-
ways provide functional-
ity and points of egress to 
a home. Industry experts 
estimate that a new drive-
way costs between $5,000 
and $7,000, though the 
price will vary based on 
the materials homeowners 
choose and the square 
footage of the driveway.

When deciding whether 
or not to renovate their 
driveways, homeowners 
can review these consid-
erations.

Materials
Driveways can be made 

from a variety of materi-
als, even grass or soil. The 
following are some drive-
way materials homeown-
ers may choose from:

• Gravel
• Chip seal
• Concrete
• Asphalt
• Rubber
• Exposed aggregate
• Pavers
• Permeable pavers
• Heated

Repair or replace?
Nearly any size crack 

can be patched with 
concrete or cold-patch 
asphalt, or specialty ma-
terials, according to This 
Old House, an online home 
improvement resource. 
Repairing and resealing a 
driveway can help prolong 
its longevity. Plus, this is a 
more cost-effective option 
for homeowners on a bud-
get who want to improve 

curb appeal and safety.
Large holes or unsight-

ly damage may require 
a driveway replacement. 
This also will be the case if 
a homeowner hopes to ex-
pand the driveway. Replac-
ing a driveway requires a 
time commitment. The ex-
isting driveway needs to be 
demolished and removed. 
The ground underneath 
typically is smoothed and 
tamped down. Substrate 
or wire mesh also may be 
installed. After the new 

material is laid, there may 
be a period of time for set-
tling and curing, during 
which use of the driveway 
is prohibited.

DIY or professional?
While sealing and mi-

nor repairs generally can 
be handled by a homeown-
er who has researched the 
process, large repairs or 
driveway replacements 
should be left to profes-
sionals for the best results. 
Driveway slope needs to 

be considered for proper 
rain runoff, and the pro-
fessional will understand 
the thickness and prepa-
ratory steps necessary to 
ensure driveway durabili-
ty. Installation of a heated 
driveways requires a spe-
cific skill set and this is a 
job best left to professional 
driveway contractors.

Driveway  
enhancements

The options do not end 
with the driveway materi-

al. There are other ways to 
boost aesthetics.

• Illumination: Home-
owners can install 
recessed LED lights into 
the driveway to define the 
edges and add aesthetic 
appeal.

• Stamped texture: 
Homeowners opting for the 
affordability of concrete 
can ask for a stamped de-
sign that mimics the look 
of stone or pavers.

• Gates: One doesn’t 
have to live in an exclu-

sive community to have 
their property enhanced 
by gates. Gates can give 
a home a distinguished 
look.

• Edging: Driveways 
can be edged with an-
other material to create 
definition between the 
driveway and lawn, or to 
provide the perfect spots 
to plant beds.

Driveway renovations 
can add curb appeal and 
improve the functionality 
of a home. TF234821
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Small renovations that can make a big impact
Home renovations 

provide a host 
of benefits. Such 

projects can increase re-
sale value and improve on 
the safety, aesthetics and 
functionality of a home.

Some homeowners may 
employ the mantra “go big 
or go home” when they 
embark on home improve-
ments, thinking that only 
the largest renovations 
produce noticeable change. 
But that’s not the case. Var-
ious smaller renovations 
can provide a lot of bang for 
homeowners’ bucks as well.

• Countertops (and 
hardware): A complete 
kitchen overhaul may 
stretch some homeowners’ 

budgets. However, chang-
ing an older countertop for 
a new material can pro-
vide the facelift a kitchen 
needs. And while chang-
ing the cabinets may be 
homeowners’ ultimate 
goal, swapping hardware 
in dated finishes for newer 
handles and pulls can 
provide low-cost appeal.

• Paint: Painting a 
space is an inexpensive 
improvement that adds 
maximum impact. Paint 
can transform dark and 
drab rooms into bright 
and airy oases. Paint also 
can be used to create an 
accent wall or cozy nooks. 
Homeowners also can 
showcase their personal-

ities with their choice of 
paint colors.

• Lighting: Homeown-
ers should not underes-
timate what a change in 
lighting can do. When 
rooms or exterior spaces 
are illuminated, they take 
on entirely new looks. It’s 
worth it to invest in new 
lighting, whether it’s a dra-
matic hanging light over 
the dining room table or 
task lighting in dim spaces.

• Weatherproofing: 
Improving windows, doors, 
weatherstripping, and 
insulation in a home can 
offer visual appeal and help 
homeowners save money. 
The initial investment 
may be significant, but 

those costs will pay off in 
energy savings. According 
to One Main Financial, 
space heating is the largest 
energy expense the average 
American homeowner has, 
accounting for around 45 
percent of all energy costs.

• Mudroom: Turn an 
entryway into a more func-
tional space with the addi-
tion of cabinets, benches or 
custom-designed storage 
options that perfectly fit 
the area. Cubbies and 
cabinets can corral shoes, 

umbrellas, hats, bags, and 
much more.

These subtle changes 
will not cost as much as 
full-scale renovations, but 
they can still help home-
owners transform their 
homes. TF233745

Your source for all your 
flooring needs

Your source for all your 
flooring needs
Carpet • Vinyl

Laminate Wood • Ceramic
Carpet • Vinyl

Laminate Wood • Ceramic
Call Us Now for a Consultation!

Tim Wacek • 583-2276
322 E. Main, Blooming Prairie

Derek Reichl • 552-1637
2201 E. Main St., Albert Lea
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See us for all your custom picture
framing needs & ways to make

your home beautiful

110 W. Broadway 
 Owatonna, MN 55060

507-451-3460
centralparkframing.com

• Custom Framing

• Home Decor

• Picture Frames

• Greeting Cards

• Amazing Art

• Seasonal Decor

• Great Gifts

• Jewelry and Bags

And So Much More!

www.tcnursery.com
2449 E. Rose Street • Owatonna

Annuals • Perennials 
Shrubs • Evergreens • Trees 
Vegetables • Herbs • Fruits 

Pottery • Fountains 
 Garden Supplies 

 Garden Gifts

507-214-TREE

SPRING HAS SPRING HAS 
SPRUNG!SPRUNG!

146 West Broadway, Owatonna • 507-451-1169
Mon-Fri 10:00 am - 5:30 pm • Sat 9:00 am - 1:00 pm

Carpet • Laminate • Vinyl Hardwood • Ceramic

Custom Orders
Guaranteed Service

Free In-Home Estimates
Professional Installation

Let us help you choose from luxurious carpets in
thousands of colors and patterns or the

handcrafted beauty of exotic
and domestic hardwoods.
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Hwy 218 South • Blooming Prairie, MN
507-583-2712

CRAFTED FOR PERFORMANCE
Build Yours Today Online at 

Clubcar.com

HOURS:
Monday - Friday:  8:00am - 5:30 pm

Saturday - 8:00 am - Noon

www.minersoutdoor.com

Hwy 218 South • Blooming Prairie, MN
507-583-2712

CRAFTED FOR PERFORMANCE
Build Yours Today Online at 

Clubcar.com

HOURS:
Monday - Friday:  8:00am - 5:30 pm

Saturday - 8:00 am - Noon

www.minersoutdoor.com

Hwy 218 South • Blooming Prairie, MN
507-583-2712

CRAFTED FOR PERFORMANCE
Build Yours Today Online at 

Clubcar.com

HOURS:
Monday - Friday:  8:00am - 5:30 pm

Saturday - 8:00 am - Noon

www.minersoutdoor.com

Hwy 218 South • Blooming Prairie, MN
507-583-2712

CRAFTED FOR PERFORMANCE
Build Yours Today Online at 

Clubcar.com

HOURS:
Monday - Friday:  8:00am - 5:30 pm

Saturday - 8:00 am - Noon

www.minersoutdoor.com

Hwy 218 South • Blooming Prairie, MN
507-583-2712

CRAFTED FOR PERFORMANCE
Build Yours Today Online at 

Clubcar.com

HOURS:
Monday - Friday:  8:00am - 5:30 pm

Saturday - 8:00 am - Noon

www.minersoutdoor.com

HUSQVARNA Z454
Professional 
Zero-Turn 

Lawn Mower Build Yours 
Today 

Online at

Hwy 218 South • Blooming Prairie, MN
507-583-2712

CRAFTED FOR PERFORMANCE
Build Yours Today Online at 

Clubcar.com

HOURS:
Monday - Friday:  8:00am - 5:30 pm

Saturday - 8:00 am - Noon

www.minersoutdoor.com
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There’s never been a better time 
to upgrade to Carrier

comfort. Save up to $1,550 in 
Cool Cash rebates on a qualifying 

Carrier comfort system
*Limited Time Offer

408 N Cedar Ave
Owatonna, MN 
507-451-2051

507-789-5990
Darren@PetersPatioLandscape.com

www.PetersPatioLandscape.com

C r e a t i n g  B e a u t i f u l 
L a n d s c a p e s  B y  D e s i g n

• Patios
• Walkways
• Driveways

• Retaining Walls
• Outdoor Kitchens 

  & Living Areas
• Outdoor Fireplaces

• General Landscaping

SERVING ROCHESTER AND THE SURROUNDING AREA FOR OVER 25 YEARS!

STEEL SHINGLES • ASPHALT SHINGLES 
STANDING SEAM METAL ROOFING 

FREE ESTIMATES • ROOFING 
GUTTERS • LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

WHY RONNINGEN ROOFING?
• PROFESSIONAL FROM START TO FINISH

• HIGHLY EXPERIENCED TEAM
• QUALITY ROOFING PRODUCTS

507-281-8899 • RONNINGENROOFING.COM

507-281-8899
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Quick and easy ways to give your kitchen a new look
Kitchens are 

often described 
as the busiest 

rooms in a home. Kitch-
ens are where meals are 
prepared and tend to be 
go-to gathering spots on 
holiday get-togethers and 
during other events when 
homeowners host family 
and friends.

With so much time 
spent in the kitchen, it’s 
easy to see how homeown-
ers might grow a little 
bored by these rooms. 
The cost of a kitchen 
remodel won’t be cheap, 
as the home improve-
ment resource Angi.com 
notes that the typical cost 
of such a project in the 
United States is between 
$13,000 and $38,000. Angi.
com estimates even 
indicate that a high-
end remodel could cost 
homeowners as much as 
$61,000. That’s beyond 
many homeowners’ bud-
gets. But the good news is 
that there are many quick 
and easy, not to mention 
less expensive, ways to 
give a kitchen a new look.

• Repaint and restyle 
the cabinets. Cabinet 
space is an undeniably 
precious commodity in 
a kitchen, especially as 
more and more home-
owners embrace their 
inner chef and cook more 
complicated meals at 
home. After all, the more 
expansive a home chef’s 
culinary repertoire, the 
more space that person 
needs to store all the tools 
of the cooking trade. A full 
cabinet replacement is un-

necessary if the cabinets 
are still functional and not 
overcrowded, so repaint-
ing them can be a great 
way to give the kitchen a 
new look while keeping 
costs reasonable. During 
the painting project, 
homeowners can install 
new cabinet knobs and/
or drawer pulls to freshen 
up the style of the cabinets 
even further.

• Install under-cab-
inet lighting. Another 
inexpensive way to give 
a kitchen a new look is 

to install under-cabinet 
lighting. Under-cabinet 
lighting serves both an 
aesthetic and practical 
purpose. From a purely 
aesthetic standpoint, 
under-cabinet lighting 
can make a kitchen feel 
more warm and keep 
the kitchen illuminated 
when meals aren’t being 
prepared and homeowners 
don’t want to have their 
overhead lights on but still 
want to be able to navigate 
the kitchen safely. During 
meal prep, under-cabinet 

lighting can illuminate 
counters so it’s easier to 
chop, peel and perform 
other prep tasks.

• Replace existing 
backsplash. Replacing 
backsplash is another sim-
ple, inexpensive and effec-
tive way to give a kitchen a 
new feel. Homeowners can 
opt for something neutral 
that won’t upset their 
existing decor or go with a 
more bold backsplash that 
immediately draws the 
attention of anyone who en-
ters the room. This simple 

job can be done by the av-
erage do-it-yourselfer and 
the cost of new backsplash 
won’t break the bank.

• Replace existing 
seating. Whether you 
have an island countertop 
with bar stools or a break-
fast nook with cushioned 
seats, replacing the seat-
ing is a budget-friendly job 
that can create a new look 
when entering the room. 
Countertop bar stools 
come in many styles, so 
giving this area of the 
kitchen a new feel can be 

as simple as shifting from 
classic, high-back stools 
to more modern swivel 
stools with a chrome base. 
For the breakfast nook, 
replacing a light-colored 
bench cushion with a 
bolder alternative can 
instantly transform the 
look of the space.

Kitchen remodels can 
break the bank. But there’s 
a host of budget-friendly 
ways for cost-conscious 
homeowners to revitalize 
these popular spaces in 
their homes.



22 SPRING HOME IMPROVEMENT APRIL 19, 2023

A publication of Dodge County Independent & Steele County Times

22

Visit us online at Val-U-Blinds.com
 or call 507-287-8258

Kristiin Proell 
Decorator/Owner

20% OFF
2 OR MORE BLINDS

30% OFF
4 OR MORE BLINDS

40% OFF
8 OR MORE BLINDS

� 330 Years Experience
� In-Home Consultation
� Measure and Estimate
� Professional Installation
� Temporary Blinds (the day you move in)

VAL-U-BLINDS
offers FREE:

Visit us online at Val-U-Blinds.com
 or call 507-287-8258

Kristiin Proell 
Decorator/Owner

20% OFF
2 OR MORE BLINDS

30% OFF
4 OR MORE BLINDS

40% OFF
8 OR MORE BLINDS

� 330 Years Experience
� In-Home Consultation
� Measure and Estimate
� Professional Installation
� Temporary Blinds (the day you move in)

VAL-U-BLINDS
offers FREE:

Visit us online at Val-U-Blinds.com
 or call 507-287-8258

Kristiin Proell 
Decorator/Owner

20% OFF
2 OR MORE BLINDS

30% OFF
4 OR MORE BLINDS

40% OFF
8 OR MORE BLINDS

� 330 Years Experience
� In-Home Consultation
� Measure and Estimate
� Professional Installation
� Temporary Blinds (the day you move in)

VAL-U-BLINDS
offers FREE:

Visit us online at Val-U-Blinds.com
 or call 507-287-8258

Kristiin Proell 
Decorator/Owner

20% OFF
2 OR MORE BLINDS

30% OFF
4 OR MORE BLINDS

40% OFF
8 OR MORE BLINDS

� 330 Years Experience
� In-Home Consultation
� Measure and Estimate
� Professional Installation
� Temporary Blinds (the day you move in)

VAL-U-BLINDS
offers FREE:

Hollandale | 507-889-4221   Osage | 641-732-3719
Northwood | 641-324-1154   Owatonna | 507-451-4054

www.KibbleEq.com
*Delivery Rates and prices are valid from March 1 - June 1, 2023.

Prices may vary depending on required service work. Additional parts and repairs 
extra. If repairs beyond a tune-up are needed, a quote for additional parts, labor and 

repairs will be provided for customer approval prior to work being done.

TUNE-UP SPECIALS

$139
Snow to Mow
PACKAGE

includes removal of snow 
blower, weights, & chains, 

and installation of 
mower deck

TALK TO YOUR SERVICE 
DEPT TODAY TO SCHEDULE 

AN APPOINTMENT

15 point Inspection on

MOWERS
and

14 point Inspection on

GATORS

PICKUP & DELIVERY
5 miles from store:
5–15 miles from store:

$30
$60

NO PAYMENT/
NO INTEREST

for 180 days
when you use 

John Deere Financial
See website for more:

KibbleEq.com/Lawn-&-Garden
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Reliable 
lawn care professionals 
who care about details.

Call for an estimate or appointment 
507-254-5404

INCLUDE:
Lawn Care:

Tree's:
Tree pruning  Tree & Stump removal●

Shrub trimming & removal  Landscaping●

Lawn mowing  Aeration  De-Thatching● ●
Spring/ Fall clean-ups  Gutter cleaning●

We specialize in creative landscaping that fits your lifestyle. 
Everything about your landscape, especially the plants 

and the lighting, should work together to create something 
beautiful and functional

Call for an Call for an 
estimate or estimate or 

appointmentappointment
507-507-254-5404

Reliable 
Lawn Care Professionals 
Who Care About Details

INCLUDE:
Lawn Care

Lawn Mowing/Maintenance
Tree Removal/Stump Grinding

LANDSCAPING
Outdoor Living Areas

Patios
Retaining Walls
Stairs & Steps

Walkways
Edging/Landscaping Borders

Firepits
Sod Installation

Planting
Decorative Rock

Hauling Services - mulch, rock...

www.kyleslawnservice.comwww.kyleslawnservice.com

507-451-7424507-451-7424 willie_goodsell@yahoo.com

Painting, staining, 
power washing, 
gutter cleaning, 

tree trimming 
and removal.

Painting, staining, 
power washing, 
gutter cleaning, 

tree trimming 
and removal.

Fully InsuredFully Insured

419 North Cedar Ave. x Owatonna, MN 55060
507-451-7710

Check out our furniture, lighting, counter 
tops, flooring and cabinetry in our new 

decorating center.

Check Out Our New 
Decorating Center
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121 Oakdale St, Owatonna, MN 55060
(507) 451-3710

Hours: Monday – Thursday 9-5, Friday 9-3 
Saturday 9-Noon or by appointment

LIMITED TIME ONLY!

GRABER BLIND SALE! 
- Free Cordless lift on 
  select models*

- $50 rebate on every
   Motorized shade*

- $100 rebate on purchase of three 
   cellular, solar or roller shades.*

   *See store for details

$1999
Scott Living Harbor Plush

Twin XL Mattress .............. $1599
Full Mattress ................... $1949
King Mattress ..................$2399

MSRP: $2999
 Our Everyday Low Price $2499

Plus save an additional 20% 

121 Oakdale St, Owatonna, MN 55060
(507) 451-3710

Hours: Monday – Thursday 9-5, Friday 9-3
Saturday 9-Noon or by appointment

www.nelsondecoratingcenter.com

(03/23) 23-421350

*Fabric shades include looped Roman, classic flat Roman, and seamless Roman styles only. 
Offer not available for Graber UltraLite Cordless or Dual Lift Systems.  
Excludes Graber Foundations products and commercial orders. Excludes Costco sales.

TAKE DELIGHT IN YOUR HOME!

Free Cordless Lift
On Graber Pleated, Natural, Solar, Roller, 

Classic and Fabric Roman Shades.*

Valid April 2- July 1, 2023

Remember, cordless lift comes standard (every day!) with Graber Cellular Shades.

SAVE BIG!!  
23% OFF 

ALL SHAW 
CARPETING

20% 
OFF 

OF ALL 
IN STOCK  

VINYL 
FLOORING

STRETCHSTRETCH  YOUR REFUND FURTHER!  YOUR REFUND FURTHER!

TAX FREE SALE ON ALL FURNITURE 
INCLUDING FLEXSTEEL AND BESTCRAFT

 Lift Chairs 
Available

Starting At 
$959

LIMITED TIME ONLY!

GRABER BLIND SALE! 
- Free Cordless lift on 
  select models*

- $50 rebate on every
   Motorized shade*

- $100 rebate on purchase of three 
   cellular, solar or roller shades.*

   *See store for details

$1999
Scott Living Harbor Plush

Twin XL Mattress .............. $1599
Full Mattress ................... $1949
King Mattress ..................$2399

MSRP: $2999
 Our Everyday Low Price $2499

Plus save an additional 20% 

121 Oakdale St, Owatonna, MN 55060
(507) 451-3710

Hours: Monday – Thursday 9-5, Friday 9-3
Saturday 9-Noon or by appointment

www.nelsondecoratingcenter.com

(03/23) 23-421350

*Fabric shades include looped Roman, classic flat Roman, and seamless Roman styles only. 
Offer not available for Graber UltraLite Cordless or Dual Lift Systems.  
Excludes Graber Foundations products and commercial orders. Excludes Costco sales.

TAKE DELIGHT IN YOUR HOME!

Free Cordless Lift
On Graber Pleated, Natural, Solar, Roller, 

Classic and Fabric Roman Shades.*

Valid April 2- July 1, 2023

Remember, cordless lift comes standard (every day!) with Graber Cellular Shades.

SAVE BIG!!  
23% OFF 

ALL SHAW 
CARPETING

20% 
OFF 

OF ALL 
IN STOCK  

VINYL 
FLOORING

STRETCHSTRETCH  YOUR REFUND FURTHER!  YOUR REFUND FURTHER!

TAX FREE SALE ON ALL FURNITURE 
INCLUDING FLEXSTEEL AND BESTCRAFT

 Lift Chairs 
Available

Starting At 
$959

Carpet, Vinyl, Tile & Wood

SAVE 
Big On All 
Flooring!

MATTRESS SALEMATTRESS SALE
MATTRESS SALEMATTRESS SALE
MATTRESS SALEMATTRESS SALE

LIMITED TIME ONLY!

GRABER BLIND SALE! 
- Free Cordless lift on 
  select models*

- $50 rebate on every
   Motorized shade*

- $100 rebate on purchase of three 
   cellular, solar or roller shades.*

   *See store for details

$1999
Scott Living Harbor Plush

Twin XL Mattress .............. $1599
Full Mattress ................... $1949
King Mattress ..................$2399

MSRP: $2999
 Our Everyday Low Price $2499

Plus save an additional 20% 

121 Oakdale St, Owatonna, MN 55060
(507) 451-3710

Hours: Monday – Thursday 9-5, Friday 9-3
Saturday 9-Noon or by appointment

www.nelsondecoratingcenter.com

(03/23) 23-421350

*Fabric shades include looped Roman, classic flat Roman, and seamless Roman styles only. 
Offer not available for Graber UltraLite Cordless or Dual Lift Systems.  
Excludes Graber Foundations products and commercial orders. Excludes Costco sales.

TAKE DELIGHT IN YOUR HOME!

Free Cordless Lift
On Graber Pleated, Natural, Solar, Roller, 

Classic and Fabric Roman Shades.*

Valid April 2- July 1, 2023

Remember, cordless lift comes standard (every day!) with Graber Cellular Shades.

SAVE BIG!!  
23% OFF 

ALL SHAW 
CARPETING

20% 
OFF 

OF ALL 
IN STOCK  

VINYL 
FLOORING

STRETCHSTRETCH  YOUR REFUND FURTHER!  YOUR REFUND FURTHER!

TAX FREE SALE ON ALL FURNITURE 
INCLUDING FLEXSTEEL AND BESTCRAFT

 Lift Chairs 
Available

Starting At 
$959

LIMITED TIME ONLY!

GRABER BLIND SALE! 
- Free Cordless lift on 
  select models*

- $50 rebate on every
   Motorized shade*

- $100 rebate on purchase of three 
   cellular, solar or roller shades.*

   *See store for details

$1999
Scott Living Harbor Plush

Twin XL Mattress .............. $1599
Full Mattress ................... $1949
King Mattress ..................$2399

MSRP: $2999
 Our Everyday Low Price $2499

Plus save an additional 20% 

121 Oakdale St, Owatonna, MN 55060
(507) 451-3710

Hours: Monday – Thursday 9-5, Friday 9-3
Saturday 9-Noon or by appointment

www.nelsondecoratingcenter.com

(03/23) 23-421350

*Fabric shades include looped Roman, classic flat Roman, and seamless Roman styles only. 
Offer not available for Graber UltraLite Cordless or Dual Lift Systems.  
Excludes Graber Foundations products and commercial orders. Excludes Costco sales.

TAKE DELIGHT IN YOUR HOME!

Free Cordless Lift
On Graber Pleated, Natural, Solar, Roller, 

Classic and Fabric Roman Shades.*

Valid April 2- July 1, 2023

Remember, cordless lift comes standard (every day!) with Graber Cellular Shades.

SAVE BIG!!  
23% OFF 

ALL SHAW 
CARPETING

20% 
OFF 

OF ALL 
IN STOCK  

VINYL 
FLOORING

STRETCHSTRETCH  YOUR REFUND FURTHER!  YOUR REFUND FURTHER!

TAX FREE SALE ON ALL FURNITURE 
INCLUDING FLEXSTEEL AND BESTCRAFT

 Lift Chairs 
Available

Starting At 
$959

TWIN

QUEEN

Starting at

$128

Starting at

$198

FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY. STOP IN TODAY!

Queen Adjustable Bases 
Starting As Low As

$$000000

FREE DELIVERYFREE DELIVERY  **
*See store for details

FREE SETUPFREE SETUP  **
*See store for details

FREE FREE FINANCINGFINANCING**
*see store for details

FREE FREE REMOVALREMOVAL**
*see store for details

Hurry in!Hurry in!

121 Oakdale St, Owatonna, MN 55060
(507) 451-3710

Hours: Monday – Thursday 9-5, Friday 9-3
Saturday 9-Noon or by appointment

www.nelsondecoratingcenter.com

Twin Size Mattresses 
Starting as low as

$$9898
BED NAME 
FIRMNESS
$000
QUEEN SIZE MATTRESS
Twin $000   Full $000   King $000

BED NAME 
FIRMNESS
$000
QUEEN SIZE MATTRESS
Twin $000   Full $000   King $000

BED NAME 
FIRMNESS
$000
QUEEN SIZE MATTRESS
Twin $000   Full $000   King $000

BED NAME 
FIRMNESS
$000

QUEEN SIZE MATTRESS
Twin $000   Full $000   King $000

BED NAME 
FIRMNESS
$000

QUEEN SIZE MATTRESS
Twin $000   Full $000   King $000

BED NAME 
FIRMNESS
$000

QUEEN SIZE MATTRESS
Twin $000   Full $000   King $000

STRETCHSTRETCH  YOUR   YOUR 
REFUND FURTHER!REFUND FURTHER!
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