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Exclusions apply. While supplies last. Limited time offer.

Save on our best tools and mowers to create the yard 
of your dreams this season.

$150 off
select battery tools

UP
TO $70 off

select blowers

$120 off 
select chainsaws

UP
TO $100 off 

select trimmers

UP
TO

$300 off 
select tractors

UP
TO $500 off 

UP TO

+ FREE battery!
with kit purchase

select zero-
turn mowers

Hwy 218 South • Blooming Prairie, MN
507-583-2712

CRAFTED FOR PERFORMANCE
Build Yours Today Online at 

Clubcar.com

HOURS:
Monday - Friday:  8:00am - 5:30 pm

Saturday - 8:00 am - Noon

www.minersoutdoor.com

Hwy 218 South • Blooming Prairie, MN
507-583-2712

CRAFTED FOR PERFORMANCE
Build Yours Today Online at 

Clubcar.com

HOURS:
Monday - Friday:  8:00am - 5:30 pm

Saturday - 8:00 am - Noon

www.minersoutdoor.com
HOURS:

Monday - Friday: 8:00am - 5:00pm
Saturday - 8:00am - Noon

Hwy 218 South • Blooming Prairie, MN
507-583-2712

CRAFTED FOR PERFORMANCE
Build Yours Today Online at 

Clubcar.com

HOURS:
Monday - Friday:  8:00am - 5:30 pm

Saturday - 8:00 am - Noon

www.minersoutdoor.com

There’s never been a better time 
to upgrade to Carrier

comfort. Save up to $2,600 in 
Cool Cash rebates on a qualifying 

Carrier comfort system
*Limited Time Offer

408 N Cedar Ave
Owatonna, MN 
507-451-2051

2019-
2024
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LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED 

www.millenniumgutters.com

KASSON

SPRING SPECIAL OFFER

10% OFF
on new gutter installation

507-634-6001

FREE ESTIMATES
FULLY INSURED

SERVING ALL OF 
SOUTHERN MINNESOTA

WITH OVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE

• 3X4 Inch Commercial Downspouts
• 6" inch Commercial Gutter
• 5" Residential Gutter
• Year - Round Installation
• 20 Year Warranty
• 100% Seamless Aluminum
• Leaf Guard Protection Screens · Covers · Louvers
• Maintenance Free Soffit & Fascia
• Gutter Cleaning
• We Work With Metal Roofs
• Storm Damage Specialist

7596 NW 40th Street • Owatonna
www.ColesElectric.com

Residential • Farm  
 Industrial • Commercial

Free Estimates
24-Hour Emergency 

Service

507-451-1387
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BY ALEX MALM
The cold Minnesota win-

ter is all but over, and now 
homeowners are beginning 
projects, including needed 
repairs.

For some, especially 
those with low incomes, 
those repairs may be all but 
impossible.

But a program through 
Minnesota Housing may be 
able to help.

“The Rehabilitation Loan 
Emergency & Accessibility 
Loan Programs (RLP/ELP) 
help low-income home-
owners finance important  
home, repair  projects that 
directly affect the safety, 
habitability, energy efficien-
cy or accessibility of their 
homes, and also provide 
financing towards the re-
placement of manufactured 
homes,” according to a de-
scription of the programs..

For the Rehabilitation 
Loan Program, some of the 
eligible improvements or 
repairs include electrical 
wiring, furnace or boiler 
replacement, windows, 
doors, siding and roofing, 
plumbing/ septic system up-
grades, water heater repair 
and replacement, mold and 
radon mitigation, among 
others.

The maximum loan 
amount is $37,500.

Also available is the 
Emergency & Accessibility 
Loan Program.

Some of the eligible im-

provements include heating, 
electrical, plumbing, or 
septic system failures, foun-
dation walls, roof that could 
cause collapse.

Accessibility improve-
ments, such as a ramp, to 
enable a household member 
with a disability to contin-
ue to live in the home, are 
also an example of what the 
funds could be used for.

The maximum loan 
amount is $15,000 with a 
potential for an increase up 
to $27,000.

In order to be eligible, 
you must live in Minnesota 
and own and occupy the 
property, be 18 years or 
older, be current with your 
mortgage payments and 
property tax payments, and 
not have assets exceeding 
$25,000 except for your pri-
mary home. 

The income eligibility 
begins with those who make 
$25,000 or less for individu-
als and goes up to $49,200 for 
households of eight or more.

Those interested in 
applying who live in Dodge, 
Steele, Fillmore, Freeborn, 
Houston, Olmsted, Mower, 
or Winona County can con-
tact Cindy Vitse, SEMCAC 
Housing Coordinator at 507 
864-8207.

From there, applicants 
are pre-screened and then 
are sent an application 
packet “if it sounds like they 
would meet the program 
guidelines,” Vitse said.

Program helps low-income residents 
make needed home repairs
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Tis the season for spring cleaning

BY RENEE BERG
Tis the season for 

spring cleaning.
To stock up on spring 

cleaning supplies, go to 
Kasson Hardware Hank 
and find your way to the 
cleaning supply aisle, 
said owner Greg Kuball. 
There you’ll find every-
thing from buckets to 
sponges and reusable 
spray bottles to all-pur-
pose cleaner.

At Kasson Hardware 
Hank you’ll also be able to 
purchase a vacuum and a 
mop for deep cleaning.

Kuball said it’s the 
ideal time to wash your 
windows inside and 
outside. Grab your garden 
hose and Windex made for 
outdoor window cleaning. 
Kasson Hardware Hank 
also carries an outdoor 
squeegee with a handle. 
“It’s like you’re washing 
your vehicle.”

Tending to your floors 
is also important when it 
comes to spring cleaning.

“It’s a great time to 
clean your indoor carpet-
ing by renting a carpet 
cleaner,” he said. “We 
rent those. We have four 
units available for under 
$50 a day.”

If you’re looking for 
more of a spring make-
over, Kuball recommends 
painting an accent wall in 
a room.

“It will give the room a 
whole new look. Spring-
time is a great time to do 
that. You can change the 
look of a room for under 
$100.”

Spring is also an ideal 
time to update your yard. 
Kuball recommends 
refreshing garden beds 

with garden soil and 
fresh mulch. “It’ll make 
your yard look sharper,” 
Kuball said.

If it’s due, you can 
also dethatch and aerate 
your lawn. You can rent a 
dethatcher and lawn aer-

ator at Kasson Hardware 
Hank. This way you’ll 
get ready for spring grass 
growth, “which allows 

root development and is 
very important for a good 
strong bed of grass,” he 
said.
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MILLERSBERG CONSTRUCTION:
THE LOCAL & LOGICAL CHOICE

507-301-3626
www.millersbergconstruction.com

ROOFING
SIDING
WINDOWS
GUTTERS
SOLAR SHINGLES

Lic. No. BC649627

507-259-7776
Rochester, MN
Locally Owned & Operated

www.AllStarBasements.com

10% OFF
ANY BASEMENT  

WATERPROOFING SYSTEM,  
MUDJACKING, OR RADON SYSTEM

Not valid with other offers or discounts.
Expires 7/1/25.

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Contact us Today for a FREE ESTIMATE for any of your
BASEMENT WATERPROOFING, CRAWL SPACE, RADON,

and FOUNDATION REPAIR needs!

News • Sports • Obituaries
 Features • More!

YOUR HOMETOWN NEWS!
ANYWHERE- ANYTIME

WWW.STEELECOUNTYTIMES.COM

Hometown news that makes a difference!
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Heating Dryer Vent & Duct Cleaning Indoor Air Quality Cooling 

Our Family keeping yours comfortable since 1969! 
507-451-6388  Express Your Style!Express Your Style!

140 26th Street NW x Owatonna, MN x 507-444-0067
info@fireplaceconnection.biz x www.fireplaceconnection.biz

• Available in 3 Ft, 4 Ft, 5 Ft, 6 Ft, 7 Ft, and 8 Ft widths
• Platforms 14’ - 60’ Deep • Very low maintenance

• Concrete made with Integral Sealer • Fast, easy installation
• Long lasting durable construction • Steel railings available

946 Hwy 63 SE • Stewartville, MN 55976
507-533-9304 • 1-800-373-3215

wieserprecaststeps.com

info@swce.coop • www.swce.coop
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  4003 Crane Creek Road 4003 Crane Creek Road 
soubagreenhouse.comsoubagreenhouse.com

SOUBA GREENHOUSESOUBA GREENHOUSE
SPRING CELEBRATION!SPRING CELEBRATION!

April Hours: Mon.-Sat. 8am-5pm; Sun. 11 am-4pmApril Hours: Mon.-Sat. 8am-5pm; Sun. 11 am-4pm

- Register to win drawings & giveaways- Register to win drawings & giveaways
- Hay Rides 10am-12pm- Hay Rides 10am-12pm

- Check out this years hottest plants!- Check out this years hottest plants!
Souba GreenhouseSouba Greenhouse

507-451-1444507-451-1444  
Owatonna, MN 55060Owatonna, MN 55060

2 miles West of McDonalds2 miles West of McDonalds

Help select a name 

Help select a name 
for our new 

for our new 
Highland Calf!

Highland Calf!

Saturday, April  26 • 8am-5pmSaturday, April  26 • 8am-5pm
Pleasant Grove Pizza Farm  - 11-4Pleasant Grove Pizza Farm  - 11-4
Mineral Springs Brewery -  10-4Mineral Springs Brewery -  10-4

OTB Ice Cream - 11-4OTB Ice Cream - 11-4

See us for all your custom picture
framing needs & ways to make

your home beautiful!

110 W Broadway
Owatonna, MN 55060

507-451-3460
centralparkframing.com

• Custom Framing

• Sports Decor

• Greeting Cards

• Picture Frames

• Home Decor

• Amazing Art

• Great Gifts

  And so Much More!

See us for all your custom picture
framing needs & ways to make

your home beautiful!

110 W Broadway
Owatonna, MN 55060

507-451-3460
centralparkframing.com

• Custom Framing

• Sports Decor

• Greeting Cards

• Picture Frames

• Home Decor

• Amazing Art

• Great Gifts

  And so Much More!

Stop In Today To Experience 
Our Shop For Yourself!

• Custom Framing

• Home Decor

• Greeting Cards

• Picture Frames

• Seasonal Decor

• Amazing Art

• Great Gifts

• Jewelry and Handbags

• One-Of-A-Kind Finds

And So Much More!
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Contact Us For All 
Your Roofing Needs!

James Piepho
5098 SW 18th Street • Owatonna, MN 55060

507-451-1686 • www.piephoroofing.com
Lic. #BC679096
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•  Bobcat, Excavator, Dozer Work & Trucking  •  Driveways & Culverts 
•  Black Dirt, Sand & Crushed Rock  •  Demolition  •  Site Preparation  

Stump Grinding  •  Finish Grading  •  Sewer & Water Installation & Repair 

MANTORVILLE ,  MN

(507) 951-3025

FREE ESTIMATES!

NO JOB 
TOO 

SMALL!

NOW 
OFFERING 

STUMP 
GRINDING!  

Don Hofstad
Owner Operator

507-635-3131  zvp@kmtel.com|507-635-3131  zvp@kmtel.com|

Service  Remodeling|
Water Conditioning

Special March 29th -May 9th
42 inch Smart TV

Raffle one entry for purchasing and installing Water heater
 or Water treatment system with Zumbro Valley Plumbing. 

Drawing will take place on May 10th

Proud 23 year first responder and member of the Mantorville Fire Department.
Always a 10% labor discount for senior citizens, active military, and first responders.

In Business 
for 15 years
In Business 
for 15 years

FOR YOUR SPRING TIME NEEDS, 
WE HAVE DECKING, SIDING & ROOFING. 

Stop into your Kasson location

FOR YOUR SPRING TIME NEEDS, 
WE HAVE DECKING, SIDING & ROOFING. 

Stop into your Kasson location

STEVE SCHROEDER SERVICES, LLC

COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY SERVICES

(507) 398-3346 steve@servicessold.net

Landscaping  Handyman  Carpet Cleaning  Pressure Washing— — — 507-361-1595
6262 Salem Rd SW, Rochester, MN 55902
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Saving Energy is  
smart business

To learn more about how our energy efficiency programs can give your  
business a competitive edge, visit: SaveEnergyInBloomingPrairie.com

Blooming Prairie Public Utilities offers a number of rebate programs designed  
to help your business save money when improving your electric efficiency.

• ENERGY STAR®-rated Equipment
• Vending Machine Controllers
• Compressed Air Equipment & Leak Correction
• Commercial Food Service Equipment
• Hotel Guestroom Energy Management Systems
• Building Operator Certification (BOC) Training
• Custom Efficiency Measures

• Efficient Lighting 
• Cooling Equipment
• Cooling Equipment Tune-Ups
• Programmable Thermostats on Heat Pumps
• Motors, Fans & Pumps
• Variable Speed Drives
• Refrigeration Equipment

Business Rebate Programs

Blooming Prairie Public Utilities offers residential rebates to electric 
customers for products designed to save energy and money.

Save at home with energy-efficient products

SaveEnergyInBloomingPrairie.com

Air Source Heat Pumps 
Central Air Conditioners
Ground Source Heat Pumps
Efficient Furnace Fan Motors
Cooling Equipment Tune-Ups

Battery-Powered 
Outdoor/Yard 
Equipment 

Electric-Assisted 
Bicycles (e-Bikes)

Refrigerators* 
Freezers* 
Dishwashers 
Dehumidifiers* 
Room Air Conditioners*
EV Chargers

* Additional rebates are available for properly recycling your old working  
  refrigerator, freezer, dehumidifier, or room air conditioner.

Smart Thermostats 
Heat Pump Water Heaters 
LED Downlights 
Clothes Washers 
Heat Pump Clothes Dryers
Washer-Dryer Combos

ENERGY STAR® Labeled Products: Energy-Efficient 
Heating & Cooling 
Equipment:

Other:
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Byron ‘Plantopia’ class can help with your garden
BY KAREN M. JORGENSEN

If a flower or vegetable 
garden is included in your 
summer landscaping plans, 
you may want to check out 
the plant sale coming up in 
May at Byron High School.

Byron’s agriculture de-
partment offers two “Plan-

topia” classes each year, 
said agriculture teacher 
Alison Newman. During 
the first session, which 
meets during the third 
quarter, students learn 
basic information about 
plants and how they grow. 
They also learn about 
purchasing plants and 

how much rock or mulch 
or other items one might 
need for landscaping. The 
second class meets in the 
fourth quarter, and that 
is where the students 
get firsthand experience 
planting, growing, and 
selling plants.

NSENH
(507) 993-2858

Tree Service
Kasson, MN

PHOTO BY KAREN M. JORGENSEN
Ella Gnagey and Alexa Van Straaten, students in the Plantopia class, deadhead flowers several 
weeks before the sale. By removing the old growth and seed heads from the plant new growth 
and re-flowering will take place ensuring they will be blooming at the time of the sale.

See PLANTOPIA on 13 ►
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W I T H  A  H O M E  E Q U I T Y
L I N E  O F  C R E D I T  

Unlock
Y O U R  H O M E ’ S  P O T E N T I A L

www.mbtbank.bank | Member FDICwww.mbtbank.bank | Member FDIC
1-800-872-56301-800-872-5630

PROUDLY SERVING
Austin | Blooming Prairie | Dodge Center

Hayfield | Mantorville | Rochester
IOWA: Clear Lake | Forest City | Lake Mills

In the market for a new home?
Begin your mortgage

application online!

Book Your 2025 Landscape Now!

3108 4th St. NW, Austin • 507-433-32393108 4th St. NW, Austin • 507-433-3239
dolanslandscapecenter.comdolanslandscapecenter.com146 West Broadway, Owatonna • 507-451-1169

Mon-Fri 10:00 am - 5:30 pm • Sat 9:00 am - 1:00 pm

Carpet • Laminate • Vinyl Hardwood • Ceramic

Custom Orders
Guaranteed Service

Free In-Home Estimates
Professional Installation

Let us help you choose from luxurious carpets in
thousands of colors and patterns or the

handcrafted beauty of exotic
and domestic hardwoods.
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How to recognize when it’s time 

to replace your windows
Windows are a major 

component of a home. 
Window installation 
professionals will tell 
homeowners that the 
average life span of 
residential windows is 
between 15 and 30 years. 
Most well-maintained 
products can last 20 years, 
so homeowners who have 
windows approaching that 
age may want to schedule 
a window assessment and 
possible replacement.

Replacing windows is a 
job that requires advanced 
skill, and this is not a do-it-
yourself project. There are 
many qualified profes-
sional window installa-
tion companies that will 
work with homeowners to 
measure, order and install 
windows that will fit with 
the style of a home and 
local weather, all while 
providing features the 
homeowner desires.

For those wondering 
when to replace windows, 
Pella and Renewal by An-
dersen, two of the premiere 
window manufacturers, 
offer these guidelines.

• Difficulty opening 
and closing windows. 
A window that does not 
operate as it should can 
aggravate homeowners. 
If windows are sticking 
shut or cannot be securely 
closed, it’s probably time 
for something new.

• There’s apparent 
window damage. Ac-
cidents happen, and if a 
rock is kicked up from a 

lawnmower and cracks 
a window or if spring 
baseball practice has 
gone awry with an errant 
throw, windows may 
require replacement.

• Drafts in the win-
dow are common. If 
heating and cooling 
systems are working 
overtime, drafty, poorly 
insulated windows could 
be to blame. Various 
agencies can perform 
energy efficiency tests in 
a home. Windows that are 
determined to be the weak 
spots should be replaced.

• Dated windows are 
present in the home. 
Older windows may pose 
safety hazards, especially 
those in older homes. A 
larger window may be 
needed to comply with fire 
safety codes allowing for 
window egress. Dated win-
dows also may simply look 
“old” and compromise the 
aesthetics of a home.

• Outdoor noises are 
noticed quite readily. 
Newer windows can help 
reduce noise transmis-
sion. So those leaf blowers, 
airplanes, barking dogs, 
and kids playing basket-
ball up the street won’t 
disturb homeowners as 
they try to enjoy some 
peace and quiet indoors.

• Fading indoors is 
noted. Windows that do 
not feature low-emissivity 
(Low-E) glass coatings will 
not block UV rays. Those 
rays can cause fading to 
wood floors and furniture 
or pretty much anything 
the sunlight touches. 
Replacing existing win-
dows with Low-E coating 
alternatives can safeguard 
belongings and improve 
window efficiency.

Window replacement 
may be necessary when 
existing windows are 
showing signs of aging or 
damage.

Small renovations that  
make a big impact

Homeowners may 
think they have to tear 
down walls or build room 
extensions to transform 
their homes with renova-
tion projects. But small 
projects can yield impres-
sive results, and that’s 
something homeowners 
working with limited bud-
gets can keep in mind.

There’s no shortage of 
small projects that can 
change the look and feel of 
a home. Many of these un-
dertakings can be achieved 
with a modest investment.

• Front door replace-
ment: A new front door 
instantly improves curb 
appeal and can make a 
home more secure and 
energy-efficient. Painting 
the existing front door is 
an even smaller project 
that still offers appeal.

• Lighting addition: 
Whether a homeowner 
enlarges a window or 
adds skylights, natural 
light can produce incred-
ible results. Investing in 
new lighting can feel like 
expanding a space with-
out pushing out walls.

• Kitchen and bath 
fixture upgrades: 
Faucets and door pulls 
are used every day. Swap-
ping existing fixtures 
for something a little 
more modern can unify 
spaces and provide subtle 
changes that enhance 
these popular spaces.

• Wood floor resto-
ration: Scuffing and 
scratches can adversely 

affect the pristine look 
of a natural wood floor. 
Homeowners can polish 
a floor to restore its 
shine. A professional 
service will sand down 
and refinish older floors 
at a fraction of the cost of 
a new floor installation.

• Exterior lighting: 
Lighting isn’t just im-
portant inside. A wel-
coming glow in the yard 
is awe-inspiring. There 
are many energy-efficient 
lighting options, includ-
ing ones that do not need 
to be hard-wired to the 
circuitry inside the home.

• Staircase renova-
tion: Coordinate the 
staircase to the style in 
the home with a deco-
rative carpet runner. A 
secure runner is attrac-
tive and can help reduce 
slipping down the stairs. 
Tighten shaky railings 
or replace them while up-
grading the stair treads.

• Interior paint: 
Change the color of walls, 

doors, cabinets, or even 
furniture with paint. All 
homeowners need is a 
paint color that inspires 
them and a little bit of time.

• Replace outlet 
covers: Upgrade outlet 
covers with screwless 
options. Screwless plates 
for outlets and light 
switches can make walls 
look more sleek.

• Entry organizer 
installation: Banish 
clutter from the home by 
catching it at the door. 
An entry organizer with 
spaces for shoes, coats, 
backpacks, and shopping 
bags can be eye-catching 
and functional.

• Carpets cleaning: 
Soiled carpets can look 
drab and dingy. Homeown-
ers can rent carpet-clean-
ing machines or hire ser-
vices to revitalize carpets 
with a deep cleaning.

Small changes around 
a home can create a big 
impact without breaking 
the bank.
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How to keep indoor air clean during allergy season

Seasonal allergies can 
turn a warm and welcom-
ing spring or summer day 
into something else en-
tirely. Congestion, runny 
nose, sneezing, and itchy 
eyes are just some of the 
unpleasant symptoms of 
seasonal allergies, which 
are most often triggered by 
high pollen counts during 
spring and summer.

The Mayo Clinic advis-
es seasonal allergy suffer-
ers to stay indoors when 
pollen counts are high. 
But what about indoor 
air quality? The Asthma 
and Allergy Foundation 
of America reports that 
eight out of 10 people are 
exposed to dust mites and 
six out of 10 are exposed 
to cat or dog dander. Dust 

mites and pet dander 
can each trigger allergic 
reactions. Pair those 
two triggers with higher 
pollen counts common in 
spring and summer and 
it’s no wonder that many 
seasonal allergy sufferers 
are ambivalent about the 
warm weather seasons. 
Fortunately, steps can 
be taken to keep indoor 
air clean during allergy 
season.

• Close windows 
and doors. Many people 
embrace opportunities to 
open their windows and 
doors on warm days, but 
doing so allows outdoor 
allergens like pollen to get 
inside. Pollen can attach 
to furniture and clothing, 
and that can make time 

indoors unpleasant for 
allergy sufferers. Main-
tain indoor air quality 
by closing windows and 
doors on windy days 
and/or days when pollen 
counts are high.

• Employ air clean-
ing devices. The AAFA 
notes that air cleaners 
with Certified Asthma & 
Allergy Friendly® filters 
can filter nearly 98 percent 
of allergen particles in the 
air. The AAFA maintains 
a list of certified air clean-
ers at asthmaandallergy-
friendly.com.

• Keep a clean home. 
The Mayo Clinic notes 
that, in most homes, 
items such as bedding, 
upholstered furniture 
and carpeting provide an 

ideal environment for dust 
mites, which are micro-
scopic bugs that trigger 
allergic reactions in many 
people. The AAFA recom-
mends keeping surfaces in 
a home clean and unclut-
tered to control dust mites. 
Washing bedding and 
uncovered pillows in hot 
water each week also can 
help to corral dust mites 
and improve indoor air 
quality.

• Vacuum frequently. 
Frequent vacuuming is 
another way to improve 
indoor air quality. The 
AAFA maintains a list of 
Certified Asthma & Al-
lergy Friendly® vacuums 
that have been tested and 
found to prevent allergens 
from reentering the air.

• Prevent mold and 
treat areas where infes-
tations have occurred. 
Mold also contributes to 
poor indoor air quality. 
Dehumidifiers can be 
used to reduce mold and 
dust mites, making these 
beneficial additions to 
allergy sufferers’ homes. 
Minimizing house plants 
around the house and 

addressing leaky fixtures 
immediately are some 
additional measures to 
prevent mold infestations.

It may not be enough 
to simply stay indoors to 
avoid allergic reactions on 
spring and summer days. 
Embracing measures to 
improve indoor air quality 
can be vital for allergy 
sufferers as well.

“It’s really cool,” said 
Ella Gnagey, a 10th grade 
student in the class. 

The first class deals 
with the structure of 
plants and how a green-
house operates. As the 
quarter progresses, they 

move on to the prep work 
for the actual greenhouse 
including preparing over 
4,000 individual flower-
pots, 125 hanging baskets, 
four-packs of veggies and 
pots for herbs, she said.

During the second 
class, Gnagey said, they 

are in the greenhouse 
every day. The class, she 
said, meets at 8 a.m. and 
runs for an hour and 20 
minutes.

The classes, Newman 
said, are not for those 
interested in horticulture 
as a career. Rather, she 
said, the students learn 
some skills that will 
come in handy when they 
have moved on from high 
school and have homes of 
their own. Also, some of 
the students in her classes 
have found summer jobs 
at greenhouses, and others 
who already were working 
at other retail establish-
ments volunteered to work 
in their garden centers in 
the spring.

Alexa Van Straaten, 
a junior at Byron High 
School, said she had al-
ready talked to her mom 
about having a small 
garden.

After the plants have 
been raised and sold, New-
man said, the students 
review their progress 
and track how much has 
been sold. Every year, she 
said, the plant sale makes 
enough to cover expenses 
and make a few upgrades 
to the project.

Newman said that 
she orders the flowers in 
September based on how 
much was sold the previ-
ous year.

This year’s plant sale is 
scheduled for Friday and 

Saturday, May 9 and 10, 
at the Byron High School 
Commons.

When the sale began 
about 12 years ago, New-
man said, it was held inside 
the school’s greenhouse. It 
was then moved to outside 
on the school grounds and 
three years ago made the 
move to the Commons.

Again, this year, she 

said, there will be dozens 
of annuals in individual 
pots, hanging baskets, and 
veggies and herbs.

Veggies include toma-
toes, peppers, broccoli, 
eggplant, kohlrabi, kale, 
spinach, and spaghetti 
squash among others. 
Among the herbs are dill, 
chives, rosemary, parsley, 
thyme and cilantro.

Byron ‘Plantopia’ class can help with your garden
◄ PLANTOPIA from 10

PHOTO BY KAREN M. JORGENSEN
Vegetable seeds planted by the Plantopia students begin to 
grow in the Byron High School greenhouse.

PHOTOS BY KAREN M. JORGENSEN
Flowers blooming in the school greenhouse prior to the 
plant sale in May.
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Move Into Your 
Storage Unit Today!

Self Storage 
Made Simple!

24/Hr Accessibility

Conveniently 
Located in the 
Industrial Park 

Right Off 
Hwy 14

20815 636th St • Dodge Center, MN20815 636th St • Dodge Center, MN
507-374-6336 • McNeilusStorage.com507-374-6336 • McNeilusStorage.com

• Gutters 
• Gutter  Cleaning

• Screens • Repairs

Landon Spatenka • 507-475-1360 
Curt Spatenka • 507-456-1361

Serving Southern Minnesota 
for Over 25 Years!

507-451-7424507-451-7424 willie_goodsell@yahoo.com

Painting, staining, 
power washing, 
gutter cleaning, 

tree trimming 
and removal.

Painting, staining, 
power washing, 
gutter cleaning, 

tree trimming 
and removal.

Fully InsuredFully Insured
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KIOTI.com
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to, taxes, freight, setup and delivery charges may apply. Financing must be through DLL or Sheffield using one of the available financing options. Financing is subject to credit approval. Customers must take delivery prior to the end 
of the program period. Some customers will not qualify. Some restrictions apply. Offer available on new equipment only. Prior purchases are not eligible. Offer valid only at participating Dealers. Offer subject to change without notice. 
See your dealer for details. 6 Year Warranty for Non-Commercial, residential use only. 6 Year Warranty applies to CS, CX, CK10, CK20, DK10, DK20, NS and NX model KIOTI tractors and must be purchased and registered between 
September 1, 2016 – June 30, 2025. Offer valid only at participating Dealers. Offer subject to change without notice. See your dealer for details. ©  2025 Kioti Tractor Company a Division of Daedong-USA, Inc.
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25-40 HPCK2020
SERIES

2250 AUSTIN ROAD | OWATONNA, MN
507-451-3131

NORTHLAND FARM SYSTEMS.COM

FIND US ON FACEBOOK, INSTAGRAM AND YOUTUBE
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