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Local cleaning service helps with spring, year-round cleaning

BY KAREN
M. JORGENSEN

en spring
arrives,
many people

begin to think about
doing some deep cleaning
around the house.

Andrew and Hanah
Bonilla say they are avail-
able to help with those
tasks through their busi-
ness, Andrew’s Pro Clean.
They describe their busi-
ness as a family-owned
carpet, tile and upholstery |
cleaning company.

The Bonillas moved to
Owatonna from Duluth
five years ago and started
the business two years ago.
It has proved to be a suc-
cessful business, Hanah
said, and over the last year
has earned over 100 five-
star customer reviews.

“We've worked hard
to build a reputation for
delivering consistent,
high-quality results and
genuinely great customer
experiences in an in-
dustry where that’s not
always the norm,” she
said, adding that “as a
local, family-run business,

we take a lot of pride in

serving our community

and building something STAFF PHOTO BY KAREN M. JORGENSEN
that goes beyond just a The Bonillas by the van that Andrew Bonilla uses to clean carpets on location. A second van, with a truck mounted cleaning system has been set up for

See CLEANING on 20 »  their son, Wyatt, who will be joining the family business this spring when he graduates from Owatonna High School.
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* PLUMBING, HEATING }
& AIR CONDIﬂONING
o

Your local Owatonna Plumbmg
.and Heatmg Company-

Are you planmng a- : _
_ ‘Fenovationorinmeéed. . +*
| of routine mainténance for your )

rome or musiness? ookno - ' STYSSY & PAULS

f..urther than Wencl Plumblng CONSTRUCTION, INC ROCK PRODUCTS

507-635-5082

61906 240th Ave / Mantorville

Save Time, Save Money 7

Check out Hank’s Kasson Rental Center for all your rental needs!

e

. Diamond Crystal®

Corron Canoy MAKer Inflatable Bouncers Billy Goat Brush Bed Edger Aerator Dasko Brush Chlpper Garden Tiller ~ Dethatcher/ I Solar Naturals® Water Softener
Power Rake Salt Crystals

> | High purity salt. 40Ib. bag.(141770) \1}1

$1 off pt;r bag

WITH THIS COUPON

Porcorn

y  Maker

Diamond Crystal®
SND CONEMAKER ' I Bright & Soft® Water
' | Softener Salt Pellets

Works in most water softeners.

I 40 Ib. bag. (908202 » n‘nli
Party Rentals-Tables«Chairs-Tents Reserve early! \';El'f’ﬂ'
Drywall Lift Carpet
y *  Cleaner

Post Hole Power Drain Auger COT EAFIRES 130/20

Digger

Plate Compactor

@ HARDWARE

I &
o AN

Mantorville Ave. S
Kasson-907-634-211

www.kassonhardwarehank.com
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Offer valid on select mi:;de,ls only. Limited tir.nlé ‘offer. While supplies last! Exclusions apply.

MINERS
Outdoor & Rec

Hwy 218 South « Blooming Prairie, MN
507-583-2712
www.minersoutdoor.com

HOURS: o
— Monday - Friday: 8:00am - 5:00pm

Saturday - 8:00am - Noon

B
HEATEGLO

No one builds a better fire

R IADCAANLN,

Tr LA AP,

140 26th Street NW | Owatonna, MN | 507-444-0067
info@fireplaceconnection.biz | www.fireplaceconnection.biz

“This isn"t your quief stroll-through craff fair.

This is a vibrant, Loud, high-energy shopping exiravaganza
packed with The best of the best makers, food Trucks, music X movre!
Bring your friends, bring your family X bring a biq Truck!

Can't wait 1o see you There!
— Julee X Wendy
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Balzer Cratted Customs otters handyman, remodeling help

pretty much any odd
or end you can possibly
sumimteDPHOTO  think of,” he says on his Since he started his business during the Covid shutdowns, Reid Balzer has
Reid Balzer works on an entryway. Balzer, owner of Balzer Crafted Customs, Facebook page.

I

I

BY KAREN
M. JORGENSEN
STAFF WRITER

During the COVID-19
shutdowns several years
ago, Reid Balzer was like
many people and found
himself with some extra
time on his hands.

Balzer works at Lely
North America, a company
dealing with robotics for
dairy operations, and helps
out at his family’s Balzer
Dairy Farm in Steele Coun-
ty. Still, he felt he needed
another outlet and Balzer
Crafted Customs was born.

His wife, Eva, ex-
plained that he started do-
ing work on their family
home but that only lasted
so long. He needed more

projects or their house
would be in a permanent
state of remodeling.

He first reached out
through his Facebook
page and word of mouth
and he started getting
customers. In addition to
doing the handyman jobs,
he has now expanded into
more remodeling work
and taking on larger proj-
ects, he said, adding that
he has been staying plenty
busy through word-of-
mouth advertising.

He has now expanded
his projects to includ-
ing “flooring, drywall,
furniture, appliances,
doors, painting, framing,
general home repair and

has been expanding his handyman business into one that also does remodeling. = See BALZER CRAFTED on 21 » handyman and remodeling jobs.

expanded and developed a strong customer base by doing a variety of

SUBMITTED PHOTO
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Time for spring maintenance on HVAC systems

Lean on professionals,
not Google

BY KAREN M. JORGENSEN

No matter if you are a
first-time homeowner or
have dealt with forced-
air A/C units for years,
the more information the
homeowner has the better
they can keep their unit
working efficiently.

The most important
thing you can do, said
Brian Elwer at Tonna
Mechanical, is to do some
basic cleaning around
your outside unit.

Make sure the coil is
clean, he said, and that
“no animals or other crit-
ters” have gotten in over
the winter months.

Checking the coil intake
is also important, he said.

Another important,
cost-effective, and easy tip
is to change your filters.
These filters are usually
located in the furnace and

still need to be changed on
time to avoid dirt damaging
your equipment and getting
into your air ducts during
the summer. If you've
looked down your air ducts
lately and see a not-so-me-
tallic sparkle it might be
time for a duct cleaning.
Doing these things will
make the unit work better
and your summer more
comfortable.
A few other tips from
the people at Tonna Me-
chanical include:

Turning thermostat

down

Some might think

cranking your thermo-
stat to 60 degrees will
make your home colder
faster. It will make your
home colder, but not
faster.

Let’s say while you
were gone you set your
Wi-Fi thermostat to 80 de-
grees, and now you're on
your way home and you
change it to 60 thinking
your house will be nice
and cool.

Upon return, you
find the regular cold air
flowing. What is happen-
ingis your A/C will keep
pulling the indoor warm
air, cool it, and push cold

air into your home for a
longer amount of time.
It will work hard for an
extended amount of time
straining itself and your
utilities to get back to a
comfortable indoor tem-
perature.
When things go side-
ways
If air is blowing
through the vents, but
it’s the same temperature
as outside, or if the unit
is unusually loud, you
may have a problem. In
this case, it’s best to turn
your A/C off and leave
the fan running. A part
of your cooling unit may
have frozen up, or there

il

O

I 1
ATy

—_

T — ——

T — —

T —— —

T — —

 — ——

—— —

e — —

e —— —

e — —

e — —

e — —

T — —

- — w

B T—— S
-h. -

may be a different issue.
This can happen on units
that malfunction, when
it’s humid while units
have been running for an
extended amount of time,
and on older units.

In this case, your best
option is to call a profes-
sional for diagnostics and
repair to protect your
equipment.
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Problems on the
inside

It’s hot outside. Every-
one is sweating, and now
your furnace is sweat-
ing?

Unless you have a duct-
less mini split it’s safe to
assume your cooling unit
utilizes the blower wheel
on your furnace. Some-
times condensation can

d .4 v

A

collect around your fur-
nace because of the humid
air that moves through it,
Tonna staff says. Some-
times it’s a kinked or
blocked condensation line,
or sometimes it’s some-
thing else. This isn’t some-
thing to panic about, but it
does need to be addressed.
You may have high humid-
ity levels and could use

)
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some recommendations

on getting a dehumidifier
installed or there could be
another problem. It’s best
to shut off your cooling
unit and furnace and call a
professional.

Routine maintenance
and promptly dealing with
problems can keep one
cool and comfortable all
summer.

A publication of Dodge County Independent & Steele County Times



APRIL 2026

SPRING HOME IMPROVEMENT

ﬁ Painting, staining,
power washing,
gutter cleaning,
tree trimming
and removal.

507 451 7424 willie_goodsell@yahoo.com

Fully Insured

0000000

williamsconcreteconst.com

507-213-1085
No Job Too Small
Residential and light commercial concrete

PIEPHO ROOFING INC.
“Z =

Unparalleled Service

James Piepho
5098 SW 18th Street ¢« Owatonna, MN 55060
507-451-1686 - www.piephoroofing.com

Lic. #BC679096

FORTRESS FLLOORS
OF MN

anesota’
'II rusted

C,on| er,e,te;Ceatmg
,..'.it_)

=g | l- = --I

T '= Your Premler Concrete .
h';_ Coat:ngs“for Res:dent:al e

‘Ef& Commerc:al Spa'ces-' T
_._._.:. -|=_ F-‘.-L-' " l-.- .__-_J. .._- ._i:-.. L

* Fast 1-Day Installation
* Durable & Easy-to-Clean Finishes
* Residential & Commercial Solutions

Get a free quote today and upgrade
your floors with the best protection
in Minnesota!

™™

507-271-6141
Dodge Center, MN 53927  fortressfloorsofmn.com

17313 635th Street
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HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING, LLC

507-451-6388

Our Family keeping yours com fortable since 1969!

Before

Home Improvement Professionals
301 Byron Ave N - Byron, MN 55920
507-775-6156

Heating @ Cooling @ Dryer Vent & Duct Cleaning @ Indoor Air Quality hipforhomes.com

=)

cauALROUSING
LENDER

the value in your home
with a Home Equity Line of Credit

Flexible HELOC options backed by local decision-making. '

| MBTBank

Mortgage Loan Officer Blooming Prairie Austin
NMLS #: 1831117 245 E Main Street 607 N Main Street
507-437-3253 507-583-6688 507-437-3253
dwagner@mbtbank.bank

U

Additional Minnesota Locations | Hayfield, Dodge Center, Mantorvile & Rochester www.mbtbank.bank | Member FDIC

A publication of Dodge County Independent & Steele County Times
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Home projects often require aladder.

Always carry it horizontally and look up for
overhead power lines before placing and
climbing it.

afe
STAY SAFE. lectricity.org
2411 West Bridge Street, Owatonna MN 55060
/ Steele-Waseca 507-451-7340 » 800-526-3514
w COO pe rat ive info@swce.coop * www.swce.coop
/ E I eCt rlc Your Touchstone Energy® Cooperative g\

7 . Locally Owned
£« Small, Growing Team

‘» Residential & Light
Commermal Work

3 ENSEN 'S
PLUMBING, HEATING & COOLING i

CALL 507-256-4712
TO APPLY TODAY!

e CusTOM FRAMING

e HOME DECOR

e GREETING CARDS

e PICTURE FRAMES

e SEASONAL DECOR

e AMAZING ART

e GREAT GIFTS

e JEWELRY AND HANDBAGS
e ONE-OF-A-KIND FINDS

e AND SO MUCH MORE!

A publication of Dodge County Independent & Steele County Times
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What to do in the event of a

POWER OUTAGE

Lightning strikes, high winds, fallen tree branches - summer storms can be powerful, but
leave us power-less! Rest assured, Owatonna Public Utilities will work non-stop until your
power is restored. Here are some things to do in the event of a power outage:

REPORT YOUR OUTAGE

For fastest outage reporting, log into your SmartHub Account (there is a mobile
app available). This feeds the information directly into our outage management
system. If you don’t have a SmartHub account, set one up today by following
the link on our home page. (You will need your utility bill account number.)

KEEP REFRIGERATORS AND FREEZERS CLOSED

o A refrigerator will keep food cold for about 4 hours if it is unopened.
o A full freezer will keep the temperature for about 48 hours (24
hours for a half full freezer) if it remains closed.

PLAN AHEAD

Have alternate plans for refrigerating medicines or using

power-dependent medical devices.

If you need to use a generator, keep it outdoors and away

from windows. OWATONNA
Use surge protectors, or disconnect appliances and PUBLIC UTILITIES
electronics to avoid damage from electrical surges.
Have portable power banks charged and ready for cell
phones.

Prepare an emergency kit with flashlights/candles and a View our interactive
weather radio. outage map at

owatonnautilities.com/outages/
IF YOU SMELL NATURAL GAS CALL 911!

A publication of Dodge County Independent & Steele County Times
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MANTORVILLE, MN

(507) 951-3025

- Bobcat, Excavator, Dozer Work & Trucking - Driveways & Culverts
- Black Dirt, Sand & Crushed Rock - Demolition - Site Preparation
Stump Grinding - Finish Grading - Sewer & Water Installation & Repair

FREE ESTIMATES!'

Residential « Farm « Commerc
j_‘kr'. r y

24]HOURIEMERGENCYASERVICE

o CLAREMONT
Call Broz Electric for all your electrical needs!

1%

f E 9
ial™
& v
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FLOOR COVERING

Let us help you choose from luxurious carpets in
thousands of colors and patterns or the
handcrafted beauty of exotic
and domestic hardwoods.

Custom Orders

/ // Guaranteed Service
MOHAWK Free In-Home Estimates

Professional Installation

Carpet - Laminate - Vinyl Hardwood - Ceramic

146 West Broadway, Owatonna ¢ 507-451-1169
Mon-Fri 10:00 am - 5:30 pm ¢ Sat 9:00 am - 1:00 pm

Cool O Cash

1976 - 2026

408 N Cedar Ave
Owatonna, MN
507-451-2051

Turn to the experts

There’s never been a better time
to upgrade to Carrier
comfort. Save up to $2,600 in
Cool Cash rebates on a qualifying
Carrier comfort system
*Limited Time Offer

OWATONNA
HEATING & COOLING

A publication of Dodge County Independent & Steele County Times
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EHLENFELDT
Painting
and Drywall

* COMMERCIAL
o RESIDENTIAL
* INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
* TAPING
o CEILINGS
o DECKS
* POWER WASHING

507-421-2665
Byron, MN

www.EhlenfeldtsPainting@gmail.com

™\ McMartin
Electric Inc.

We offer free estimates
so contact us today

Phone: 507-528-2578

Cell: 507-251-0645

Email: mcmartinelec@gmail.com
64005 130th Ave Claremont

www.mcmartinelectric.com

fﬂn!."yﬂuﬂﬂ?¢’ﬂﬁa Vor)

0 Carpet Cleaning 0 Leather Conditioning
Q Tile/Grout Cleaning 0 Area Rug Cleaning
Q Upholstery Cleaning

< CALLOR TEXT: 507-508-8894

hello@andrewsproclean.com | www.andrewsproclean.com

: Spring AC Tune-Up Special :

§$99°° 2

Sl

: (E | d p t and entered into a raffle for-
Albert Lea, MN 56007 : Lifn ary) a chance to win one of -

507 373 61 61 E Valid Until 5/31/26 e $100 Gift Cardsty

www.jimanddudes.COm L. ..ccccccncnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn

Gall 507-373-6161 today for your FREE in-home esllmalel

1705 SE Broadway Ave,

HPremium
WINDOWS & SIDING, INC.
507-634-2134

Call for your free estimate today!

WE DO:
Windows, Siding, Decks, Doors, and More!
Bathroom Remodels and Modular Closets

A publication of Dodge County Independent & Steele County Times
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Jim Is Here

to Please...

COLE'S
ELECTRIC, INC.

S 507-451-1387
Repair of:
l * Shoes * Boots * Purses * Zippers and More! J

Residential - Farm
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ Jlm Mal'qllal'dt tw‘j> es de t a a

628 E. Rose Street ®* Owatonna, MN Industrial - Commercial
Call for Service: 307-451-2909 ' '

Free Estimates
24-Hour Emergency g
Service

7596 NW 40th Street - Owatonna

www.ColesElectric.com

LEADERS IN QUALITY

CONSTRUCTION AND
INFRASTRUCTURE

Services Offered

JJD Companies has a large inventory of heavy equipment

““. _: p ] %] ] A
and dump trucks working nationwide in the private, public, - ‘
and government sectors with property owners, engineer- ~ : A
ing firms, and general contractors. ) P
» Excavation/Grading & Site Development
» Underground Utilities/Water Distribution/Fire

Lines/Drainage

» Supply & Delivery of Aggregate Materials
* Trucking & Heavy Equipment Hauling

* Demolition of Building Structures
* Pond Excavation & Relining/Erosion
Material Clean-up -

@ SMITH BROTHERS

April 17th - May 1st, 2026

Free Delivery /\3
504 Main Street, Austin ~
507-433-8833 FURNITORE
www.brickfurnituremn.com

LLC
11822 County Road 45 South
Blooming Prairie, MN 55917
507-684-9419

COMPANIES

A publication of Dodge County Independent & Steele County Times
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A"I-Star *

BPBasements

WATERPRDDFING SOLUTIONS

. W W A W %
We Fix Wet Basements/!

QLo

. . g b . b .t b db db b db db . ¢

Yo

ANY BASEMENT

WATERPROOFING SYSTEM,
MUDJACKING, OR RADON SYSTEM

Not valid with other offers or discounts.
Expires 7/1/26.

2907-259-7776
Rochester, MN

Locally Owned & Operated

Contact us Today for a FREE ESTIMATE for any of your
BASEMENT WATERPROOFING, CRAWL SPACE, RADON,
and FOUNDATION REPAIR needs!

www. AllIStarBasements.com

A publication of Dodge County Independent & Steele County Times
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Minnesota
Housing otters home
improvement programs

BY ALEX MALM enough funds to complete  or simply want to update
improvements, Minneso- your home, a Fix Up loan
Spring is in the air, ta Housing has various may be able to finance
and many homeowners programs for people to most home improvement
are beginning to think potentially use. projects for eligible bor-
about different home One of those programs  rowers,” the description
improvements they hope is the Fix Up Home on the Minnesota Hous-
to make, before winter is Improvement Loan Pro- ing website states. “The
quickly upon us. gram. Fix Up loan’s fixed inter-
While one of the “Whether you need to est rates and extended
major factors is having make necessary repairs See IMPROVEMENT on 21 »

EXTERIOR & LOCAL STORM RESTORATION SPECIALISTS

RESTORATION

S STORM DAMAGE?

3 ROOFING &

(ST START HERE.
= o A

FREE STORM QUALITY LOCAL & WE WORK WITH
INSPECTION WORKMANSHIP TRUSTED YOUR INSURANCE

DECKS &
& EXTERIORS

STORM
> RESTORATION MEET THE PROBUILT LEADERS.

i

b
%
o

L

N507-200-1545

info@probuiltmn.com

PROBUILT

— CONSTRUCTION LLC —

= —

SCHEDULE YOUR INSPECTION TODAY! & www.probuiltmn.com

A publication of Dodge County Independent & Steele County Times
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Millennial learns about
home improvements
the hard way

Outside
Perspectives

ALEX MALM

either my wife
nor I come from
a lot of money.

We had very limited
money to purchase a
home, but after paying
close to a mortgage pay-
ment every month on rent,
we decided quickly after
moving back to Minnesota
that we would be best off
finding a home to buy.

We quickly fell in love
with a home built in 1902,
in one of the poorest neigh-
borhoods in the metro.

To us, the home was
beautiful. It has plenty of
space, a couple of original
stained-glass windows,
and an awesome front
deck. As my co-workers
can attest to, I am almost
always certainly talking
to them on the phone from
my deck.

A few years ago, the pre-
vious owners lost the home
to foreclosure, prompting
an investment group in

Minneapolis to purchase it
and flip the home.

The home came
equipped with many new
things, but as us Mil-
lennial first-time home
buyers quickly found out,
there are always home
improvements needing
to be made - especially in
a home built before my
great grandparents were
born. And those projects
aren’t very cheap.

I will start with the
current projects on hand,
appliances.

Imay only be 30 years
old, but I will say, I would
much rather go back to the
days before appliances be-
came so ridiculous when it
comes to technology.

As I mentioned we pur-
chased our home on a flip.
We expected that maybe,
the investors weren’t
putting a lot of money into
the appliances; but we also
didn’t expect them to be a
technological nightmare.

Shortly after moving in,
we learned our stove top
didn’t work, so that had
to be replaced right away
with a technologically
advanced stove and oven
unit.

Our refrigerator was
brand new thankfully; but
installing the water and
ice machine - something
my wife will not live with-

out - required my dad’s
assistance when he visited
from Rhode Island that
summer.

Our dishwasher broke
soon after moving in, and
then only to find out a few
days ago, the second one
we purchased, it would
appear the main computer
system for it fried, so we
are looking at a costly fix.

Upstairs we have our
washer and drier in our
bathroom.

ITamnot afan.Idon’t
know about all of you
reading this, but I like
my clothes to actually be
dry when I put them in
the drier. But the one that
came with the house, has
features which decides on
its own when its dry and
at what degree it is dried
enough.

Oh yeah, turns out
our washer is beyond
repaired to be fixed, I will
be opting to purchase an
old school one.

While appliances have
been a hassle since mov-
ing in, we have come to
learn, we will have many
more major projects to
tackle, in hopes of improv-
ing our home.

On the top of my wife’s
list is building a garage.
She will tell just anyone
whether they ask or not.

See MILLENNIAL on 21 »

A publication of Dodge County Independent & Steele County Times
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National Work Zone Awareness
Week is April 20-24, 2026

When you see a work zone..

MOVE OVER
& SLOW DOWN.

This is one way you can help
T ensure everyone goes home
= o\ safely at the end of the day.

18 YEARS

EXPERIENCE %’4 People’s Energy Cooperative i :
ﬁ (o uchstone Energy® Cooperative @ f

We Provide:

(507) ©993-2858 Tree_ Ren_10val
e Trimming °

Kasson, MN Stump Grinding.

cAre In“Bloom/!

Buy or Refinance Today With
Personalized Solutions From a

Trusted Local Mortgage Lender.

HERITAGE
N B AN K

37470 1st Ave - DENNISON - 507-645-5929
1520 Clinton Lane - NORTHFIELD - 507-645-6736
=T 181 Main St - WEST CONCORD - 507-527-2236 ¥ie

A publication of Dodge County Independent & Steele County Times
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\

D CONSTRUCTION
¥ YOUWON'T

WHAT WE CAN FIX!

RESIDENTIAL « COMMERCIAL = SIDING - STORM DAMAGE & MORE!

2| CALLUSTODAY!

T0 GET STARTED! or visit us at LIC. #BC736607
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PUBLIC Blooming Prairie Public Utilities offers residential rebates to electric PUBLIC

i

UTILITIES SNSEEILEG]  customers for products designed to save energy and money. UTILITIES
ENERGY STAR® Labeled Products: | Energy-Efficient Other: new
Smart Thermostats Refrigerators* Heating & Cooling Battery-Powered
Heat Pump Water Heaters Freezers* . . Outdoor/Yard
LED Downlights Dishwashers EqUIpment' Equipment
Clothes Washers Dehumidifiers* Air Source Heat Pumps ‘ ‘
Heat Pump Clothes Dryers ~ Room Air Conditioners* Central Air Conditioners Electric-Assisted
Washer-Dryer Combos EV Chargers NEW Ground Source Heat Pumps Bicycles (e-Bikes)
* Additional rebates are available for properly recycling your old working Efﬁd_ent Fu rr,]ace Fan Motors
refrigerator, freezer, dehumidifier, or room air conditioner. Cooling Equipment Tune-Ups

SaveEnergyInBloomingPrairie.com

A publication of Dodge County Independent & Steele County Times
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U- S
VAL-U-BUNDS M e e
< 30 Years Experience
7 Measure and Estimate

« Professional Installation
+ Temporary Blinds (the day you move in)

CALL NOW BEST
for your Free Estimate! BEST
Low Prices Guarante! WINNER!

§ = V'"
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| | 4 3
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— Y 0 » -
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2 OR MORE BLINDS

LARGE
HOWROOM

V|S|t us onllne at
400/ nFF Val-U-Blinds.com
0 ' j or call
8 OR MORE BLINDS KestnProsl | 507-287-8258
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SUBMITTED PHOTO
A carpet and couch cleaned by Andrews Pro Clean. The company cleans carpets, tile and
grout, area rugs, upholstery and leather.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Area rugs that have been cleaned. Area rugs are taken to the company location for cleaning
and returned to home or office.

Local cleaning service helps with
spring, year-round cleaning

<« CLEANING from 2
service; we're working to
create a trusted name that
people immediately think
of when they need help.”

Andrew said that in Du-
luth he worked in a corpo-
rate job, selling propane.
But, he said, he was more
of a “hands-on” person
and wasn’t really happy in
a corporate office environ-
ment. His Duluth job often
had him traveling to the
southern Minnesota area,
including Owatonna.

It was five years ago the
family made the decision
to move and they planned
for it to be somewhere
south of the cities, maybe
the Northfield area, he
said. Ultimately, he said,
they found a house they
liked in Owatonna.

“We love it here,”
Hannah said. “It’s a great
community.”

The goal, Andrew said,
was not to move and start
a cleaning company.

Andrew said he was do-
ing landscaping after they
moved to Owatonna and at
one point, he just bought a
carpet cleaning machine.
He liked cleaning, he said,
and then decided he needed
a better machine. One thing
led to another, he said, and
since he liked cleaning,
Andrew’s Pro Clean was
born. “We just went for it,”
he said. It started as a part-
time weekend job and “it
just kept growing.”

The company, the
couple said, has expanded
from a two carpet clean-
ing machines to having a

van and heavy-duty equip-
ment. They have a power-
ful truck-mounted hot wa-
ter extraction system and
premium, safe, cleaning
solutions, Andrew said.
The truck-mounted sys-
tem, he said, reaches deep
into fibers and removes
dirt and allergens that
portables leave behind.

He stressed that all the
chemicals the company
uses are safe, 99 to 100%
“green.”

This is important, he
said, as cleaning chemi-
cals, especially those used
professionally, raised many
health concerns and “a lot of
carpet cleaners died, in part
because of the chemicals.”

He said he found a men-
tor in the business who sells
him safe chemicals and he
also has gone to training
with others in the industry.
“People in this industry are
very helpful,” he said.

They do both com-
mercial and residential
cleaning. They will do
cleaning as a one-time job
or, especially in commer-
cial environments, on a
maintenance basis.

Andrew said they also
clean area rugs, both
synthetic and wool, and
upholstery and leather.

For area rugs, he said,
they are usually taken to
the company location at
26" Street for cleaning.

Currently, the couple
said, it is a two-person fam-
ily operation with Andrew
doing the cleaning and
Hanah taking care of the
business end of answering

the phone, talking with
customers and handling
the bookkeeping.

That is about to change,
they said, as their oldest
son, Wyatt, is a senior at
Owatonna High School
and will be joining them
when he graduates this
spring. Wyatt has been
working at Fleet Farm, his
father said, but has also
been helping out with the
cleaning business. They
will soon be getting him on
board and “we have a van
ready for him.” He also is
planning to attend classes
at Riverland, Andrew said.

Their younger son,
Porter, Hanah said, is cur-
rently a freshman at OHS.

“It’s been really good
to us,” Andrew said of the
business. Currently they
do cleaning in Owatonna
and a radius of about an
hour away.

Andrew said he has
plans for the future and
at some time, would like
to have a larger space for
equipment, cleaning area
rugs and the office end of
the business. That, howev-
er, is “still a way off;”

Responding to custom-
er calls and questions in
a timely fashion, Hanah
said, is an important part
of their business.

They also have set rates
for their services, she said,
with no “upcharges.”

They can be reached
by calling or texting 507-
508-8894, email at hello@
andrewsproclean.com or
online at www.andrews-
proclean.com.
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Balzer Crafted Customs offers
handyman, remodeling help

<4 BALZER CRAFTED from 5

He has also added a
maintenance program to
his work.

Most people, he said,
have no clue about all the
maintenance that needs to
be done on a home and of-
ten it doesn’t get done until
serious problems turn up.

A year ago, he said,
he started a new service
offering the homeown-
er peace of mind that
their home will be taken
care of, on time, for a set
monthly price.

He said with the
program he will build
a custom home mainte-

nance schedule and price
package that includes a
monthly check-in.

Every package will in-
clude a yearly home inspec-
tion to identify any other
potential issues that may
need to be addressed before
major damage occurs.

Starting new business-
es is becoming a normal
part of life for Balzer and
his wife.

While Reid Balzer
mainly concentrates on
the handyman and re-
modeling jobs, the family
has also expanded in dog
boarding and daycare.
Balzers Barnyard Board-

ing and Daycare opened
last summer, operated by
Eva. That business has
also expanded, and Reid
Balzer is now busy with
the design and construc-
tion of an additional
building on their property
that will be used to house
the dogs.

He said he currently
shares his workshop area
with the dogs, and he
needs his area back.

To talk with Reid Bal-
zer about Balzer Crafted
Customs call 507-218-2031.
The boarding and daycare
business can be contacted
at 507-421-1513.

Millennial learns about home
improvements the hard way

<« MILLENNIAL from 16

She grew up in Minne-
sota, so she always had a
garage. My in-laws when
they moved to their farm,
when she was in high
school, made sure to build
a huge, heated garage as
soon as they moved in.

I, on the other hand,
grew up in a state where
no one ever really parked
in the garage. It was rare
to know anyone who
parked their cars in the
garage. Every once in
a while, a buddy’s dad
would have a sports car or
something they parked in
the garage, but the regu-

lar commuter cars stayed
outside.

We do not plan on going
anywhere, so we will get
ourselves a garage one day.
I am just hoping we can get
a driveway first soon.

Another major project
I want to tackle is our
backyard.

What I would like to do
is have mostly cement and
a huge patio around the
backyard, with things like
a firepit built into it.

This is still an ongoing
debate. We have a decent
size yard for being in the
middle of the city, but my
wife isn’t all that con-

vinced we should give up
most or all of our grass.
Overall, though, we are
getting used to spending
our Saturday mornings
day dreaming at Menards
about projects we are
going to get to. Making
home improvements helps
bolster the neighborhood.
As people make even
small changes to their
homes, people notice, and
I am sure other couples or
roommates are also think-
ing “what should we do to
our home next” after they
see other work being done.
Happy home improve-
ment season everyone.

Minnesota Housing offers
home improvement programs

< IMPROVEMENT from 15
repayment terms (up
to 20 years on some
loans) mean monthly
payments that may fit
your budget.”

Some of the pro-
gram features include
the following:

- Loan amounts
from $2,000 to $75,000

- Loan terms vary
from 1 year to 20 years

- Fixed interest rate

» Level monthly
payments over the
term of the loan

« No downpayment
required

» Secured and unse-
cured loan options

« Little to no equity
in your home required

« Income require-
ments for Fix Up loan
program

> No income limits
for the Accessibility
loan program

- Finance projects
already started, or
that were completed
within the past 120
days

- Hire a contractor
or do the work your-
self

« No prepayment
penalty

For example, the in-
come limit for Dodge/
Olmsted counties
is $172,100 as of last
year, according to the
Minnesota Housing
website.

It is the same for the
11 metro counties, and
$152,000 everywhere

else in the state.

There is also an
owner-occupancy
requirement meaning
you have to live in the
home for the term of
the loan.

Some examples of
potential eligible proj-
ects include:

« Porches and decks

- Bathroom or kitch-
en remodels

- Basement refin-
ishing

« Furnace, boilers,
water heaters and cen-
tral air conditioning

- Windows and
siding

- Insulation

» Roofs

« Tree removal or
trimming, or property
regrading

» Septic system re-
pairs or replacement

« Mold and radon
mitigation

- Accessibility im-
provements

» Garages

- Home additions

» Accessory dwell-
ing unit

« And more

Energy Loan Plus

Another program
offered through
Minnesota Housing
is called Energy Loan
Plus.

“Make energy-con-
servation-related
improvements to your
home using a home
improvement loan
with a low interest
rate,” the description

on the Minnesota
Housing website
states. “Funds are
limited and might go
quickly — contact a
participating lender to
see if you qualify.”

Some of the pro-
gram features include:

- Loan amounts
from $2,000 to $30,000
with both secured
and unsecured loan
options

» Loan terms vary
from 3 to 20 years

- Fixed interest rate
with level monthly
payments over the
term of the loan

- Little to no equity
in your home required

« No prepayment
penalty

Like with the fix up
program, the income
limitation for $172,100
as of last year accord-
ing to the Minnesota
Housing website.

It is the same for the
11 metro counties, and
$152,000 everywhere
else in the state.

Eligible projects
include:

» Windows

- Insulation

» Heating & cooling
systems

- Water heaters

For more infor-
mation about the
different programs
and how to apply
visit mnhousing.gov/
home/homeowner-
ship/improve-your-
home.
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 We Install Lift Pumps
" Opening Sewer Lines
*Tank Finder

A publication of Dodge County Independent & Steele County Times



APRIL 2026 SPRING HOME IMPROVEMENT 23

Order Fulfillment Specialist

25-30hrs/week (must be able to
work on Mondays)

$17-$18/hr
Details: Job Perks:

- Measure and cut fabric using - Flexible schedule and
rotary cutter start time

- Fold and package completed - Be the first to see the
orders latest quilting fabrics

- Complete each order with the - Work with fun people!
Pink Chihuahua touch!

To apply, email krista.hayes@mcneilus.com
with your resume

A publication of Dodge County Independent & Steele County Times



24 SPRING HOME IMPROVEMENT APRIL 2026

IN THE HIGHEST REGARD

We respect dirt in all its forms. We’re honored to find it under our fingernails, and more honored to shake the hands of
those who have it under theirs.
It’s why we dig in and do whatever it takes to make owning a KIOTI the best machine-owning
experience the world has ever known.

WE DIG DIRT

srthland 2250 AUSTIN ROAD
Farm Systems OWATONNA, MN

CONSTRUCTION, TURF,

& AG EQUIPMENT 507-451-3131
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