
By LAURA BERNDT
News Editor 

   
Long lines and a crowded 

Owatonna High School audi-
torium provided evidence that 
many Steele County residents 
are passionate about politics 
last Tuesday night, during the 
“Super Tuesday” Republican 
Caucus. 

At the event, it was an-
nounced that event organizers 
predicted about 600 people 
would attend the caucus, and 
that the group had planned to 
accommodate 1,000 people. 
Later that night, however, as 
the line of people waiting to 
register still wove outside the 
gym doors, it was estimated 
that about 1,400 people were 
in attendance. According to the 
Minnesota Secretary of State 
records, however, only about 
700 of those people cast their 
ballots during the Steele Coun-
ty caucus. 

Later, event organizers ex-
plained that voters needed to 
register at the event, but an is-
sue with the Minnesota Secre-
tary of State’s website, caused 
by an infl ux of Super Tuesday 
traffi c, slowed the process. In 
order for people to register, 
they needed to know their pre-
cinct and ward numbers, which 
can usually be determined by 
accessing the Minnesota Sec-
retary of State’s website. On 
Tuesday, event organizers and 
volunteers made their way 
up and down the lines, using 

physical copies of maps to help 
guests determine their ward 
and precinct. 

While some expressed frus-
trations about the large crowd, 
others noted that they were 
pleased to see so many people 
voicing their opinions and 
caring about the current po-
litical landscape. Alex Trun-
nell and Gene Vought, both of 
Owatonna, fell into the latter 
category.

 Trunnell said that he did not 
attend the last caucus, but felt 
this year’s would be especially 
important. “It seems like, even 

though (Donald) Trump seems 
to be the front-runner, he’s 
not necessarily the clear front-
runner,” he said. “There’s a lot 
of debate over who should be 
the nominee, as opposed to past 
years, where, last time around, 
it seemed that (Mitt) Romney 
was just going to be nominated. 
I didn’t come last time, because 
I didn’t really see the point.” 

 Vought, too, felt it was im-
portant to attend this year’s 
caucus. “I’m retired, and I sit 
and watch the news all day 
long,” he said, with a smile. 
Through his observations, 

Vought said he began to feel 
that Trump was “egotistical” 
and questioned his abilities 
as a leader. Vought said he at-
tended the caucus in past years, 
although doesn’t make a point 
to attend every year. 

“I always vote, but I don’t 
usually get out to the caucus 
often,” he said. 

State-wide, candidate Marco 
Rubio tallied the most votes for 
a Republican candidate, with 
41,397, followed by Ted Cruz 
with 33,181 and Donald Trump 
with 24,473 votes. 
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 Steele County Republican 
Caucus draws massive crowd

Connor Weckwerth is winning the fi ght against cancer
By HOWARD LESTRUD

Staff Writer

Editor’s note: A special ben-
efi t called Connor’s Fight Ben-
efi t will be held from 1-5 p.m. 
Sunday March 20 at the Ge-
neva Community Center. See 
more information on the benefi t 
on Page 6C in this publication.

In many respects, Connor 
Weckwerth is a normal 7-year-
old. In other respects, he is not, 
meaning he is faced with health 
issues that many his age never 
see.

Connor, a fi rst grader at 
Blooming Prairie Elementary 
School, was diagnosed with a 
cancerous brain tumor last June. 
It is called Medulloblastoma 
stage four.

“It was either get it out by sur-
gery or lose him,” said Connor’s 
mother April O’Connor, who 
resides with Connor and another 
son Garrett, 12, at an Austin ad-
dress in Newry Township.

April had just completed two 
years of schooling at Riverland 
Community College in Aus-
tin early last summer when she 
noticed something wasn’t quite 
right with Connor. He previ-
ously had experienced constant 
ear infections and was diag-
nosed with ADH issues. ADH 
constantly regulates and balanc-
es the amount of water in your 
blood. 

Describing his personality, 
April lovingly said, “Connor 
is a goofball from day one; he 
has the biggest heart and silliest 

sense of humor.  He is a joy in 
life.”

As his mother fi elded ques-
tions from this journalist about 
Connor’s fi ght with cancer, 
Connor growled across a table 
at his mother’s best friend Amy 
Svoboda, who also is fi ghting a 
bout with lymphoma. “Amy and 
Connor have this love-hate rela-
tionship,” April related.

Amy, in remission with her 
cancer, is one of the main orga-
nizers of the benefi t for Connor. 
She and April are close friends, 
and are only a day apart in age.

The fi rst signs something was 
wrong with Connor came when 
he couldn’t keep food down 
and times when he fought dizzy 
spells. Connor was taken to an 
Austin hospital four times and 
“no suffi cient answers” were 
gained, April said.

Connor was then taken to 
Rochester and quickly diag-
nosed with a cancerous brain 
tumor. Surgery was quickly 
arranged for St. Mary’s Hos-
pital in Rochester. “He never 
complained of headaches,” his 
mother reports. 

Surgery last June 27 lasted 
six hours, with doctors saying 
they removed the tumor near the 
brain stem and “got all of the 
cancer,” April said. “There’s no 
detectable cancer in his body,” 
she added. 

Family was told that Connor 
might not talk or walk soon after 
surgery. “Connor woke up just 
fi ne and was yelling at me for 
eating his sandwich, which I did 
not do,” April laughs. 

Connor was brought home on 
Independence Day. “We plan to 
have a big party on the 4th of 
July this year,” April said. 

“Connor loves barbecues,” 
she said.

Connor spends every other 
weekend with his father Milo, 
who tries to make as many doc-
tor appointments as possible. 
April and Milo have been di-
vorced for three years. “We get 
along for what is best for Con-
nor,” April says. She always has 
Connor’s bag packed for a pos-
sible return trip to the hospital. 

Connor underwent 33 radia-
tion treatments of Proton Beam 
and fi nished them last Septem-
ber. Super Heroes including The 
Hulk, Patriot Iron Man and Bat-
man helped Connor celebrate 
his graduation from treatments 
at St. Mary’s Hospital in Roch-
ester.

Three rounds of chemother-
apy treatment remain for Con-
nor. He will be fi nished in June. 
April said the challenge now is 

to get Connor to his optimum 
weight. He currently uses a 
feeding tube. Doctors have said 
Connor’s odds of the cancer not 
recurring are in his favor at 80 
percent.

He returned to school last 
September, but his attendance 
has been sporadic because he is 
on a special Medical 5604 plan, 
his mother says. “We will catch 
him up next year,” she said.

When Connor comes to the 
Blooming Prairie Elementary 
School, fellow students shout, 
“Connor’s here,” his mother 
said. 

“He has lots of friends,” she 
proudly adds. Connor especial-
ly likes to see Principal Chris 
Staloch show up on Mondays 
for reading celebrations as a Su-
per Hero.

Connor loves to play with 

his cousin Bradley, age 5, and 
his friend Levi, 7. Connor just 
turned seven on Jan. 8 and went 
bowling and played laser tag 
on his birthday. With the help 
of his mom, Connor also made 
his own birthday cake, a triple 
layer brownie cake with cherry 
vanilla frosting. He also enjoyed 
sloppy joes. Pizza and tacos are 
favorites of his, too.

Connor is a fan of Monopoly. 
When asked how good he is at 
the game, Connor frowns and 
says, “Are you questioning the 
king?” His mother said Con-
nor loves the Classic Monopoly 
game and often pleads his young 
age when playing, asking to be 
forgiven money owed on prop-
erty. “I’m just a kid,” he tells his 
fellow players.

Connor’s favorite acquisitions 
in Monopoly are the oranges 
because he can ask $1,000 rent 
for his hotels. A second table is 
set up in the living room just for 
Connor’s Monopoly game.

“He’s an active 7-year-old and 
loves to play guns and fi ghting 
with swords,” says April.

The challenges continue in 
recovery, but Connor has dealt 
well with the loss of hair and 
with the need for leg braces. The 
braces keep his ankles and feet 
stable, and enabled him to dis-
card the wheel chair early in re-
covery, his mother pointed out.

During the past year April has 
worked on her parents’ (Mike 
and Beverly) farm. “I plan 
to fi nd a job when Connor’s 
healthy,” she said.

Submitted photo
April O’Connor is shown with her two sons, Connor and Garrett. 
A benefi t for Connor Weckwerth is planned for Sunday, March 20 
at the Geneva Community Center, 410 SE 1st Ave. 

‘Connor is a goof-
ball from day one; 
he has the biggest 
heart and silliest 

sense of humor. He 
is a joy in life.’

— April O’Connor, mother of 
Connor Weckwerth

County DFL 
chose Sanders for 
president at caucus

By ANNA SEGNER
County Staff Writer

   
Feeling the Bern? With 629 

votes cast at Tuesday’s Steele 
County DFL Caucus, 409 to 217 
voted in favor of Vermont Sena-
tor Bernie Sanders as preference 
for the Democratic presidential 
candidate over former Secretary 
of State Hilary Clinton. Three 
casted undecided votes. 

While voting closed at 8 p.m., 
it was not until after 10 p.m. that 
votes were confi rmed.

With over 600 participants, the 
junior high school was crowded 
Tuesday night. Steele County 
DFL Chair Sheila Brandt an-
nounced that the number of 
participants was not as high as 

2008, but it was certainly higher 
than 2012. 

Young and old came out to 
caucus.

With a large turnout and many 
fi rst timers at this year’s caucus, 
the lobby and hall of registration 
area was clogged until individu-
als found their way to the rooms 
for individual wards and pre-
cincts to cast their votes. 

“This is just awesome to see 
everybody here. I know we have 
a lot of fi rst-time caucus go-
ers and that does not necessar-
ily mean young people. I mean 
that’s awesome, but we also 
have folks saying you know I 

Staff  photo by Laura Berndt
Voters cast their ballots during the Steele County Republican Caucus at Owatonna High School 
last Tuesday evening. 

Staff  photo by Anna Segner
With over 600 participants, the junior high school was crowded 
Tuesday night, Feb. 1. With 629 votes cast, 409 to 217 voted 
in favor of Vermont Senator Bernie Sanders as preference for 
the Democratic presidential candidate over former Secretary of 
State Hilary Clinton.

DFL CAUCUS
Continued on Page 4A

Hometown 
Sampler
     1C



A couple readers took of-
fense to our coverage of a child 
abuse situation last week in 
Blooming Prairie.

“I am appalled that you 
would write an article about the 
two children (allegedly) abused 
by their father,” one reader 
wrote, adding this is poor small 
town reporting.

My response is why 
wouldn’t we report on this 
matter? 

I’d like to provide some con-
text to our position. First of all, 
the father was charged in dis-
trict court, which we routinely 
report on public safety and 
court matters. That has been 
our policy for many years. 

But perhaps more important-
ly is the issue of child abuse 
itself. For those who are not 
familiar with my background, 
I spent nearly 20 years as a 
police offi cer. And, sadly, child 
abuse is something that hap-
pens in our society. I have seen 
it fi rst hand. 

I feel if people would see 
the devastation caused by child 
abuse, as I have in my past as a 
police offi cer, they would look 
at things a little differently. 

To illustrate my point let 
me introduce you to a little 
3-year-old boy who was killed 
in Lakeville at the hands of his 

mother’s boyfriend about 12 
years ago. Dillon Blocker suf-
fered an extraordinary amount 
of abuse in his short life. At 
the time, authorities called it 
the worst case of child abuse in 
Dakota County’s history.

The Blocker case left a hole 
in the hearts of many people. 
Some were left wondering 
what could have been done 
sooner to prevent such a trag-
edy. The boyfriend is currently 
serving a life sentence in prison 
without any chance of parole. 
It’s certainly an appropriate 
punishment for a child who had 
no chance in life. 

There may be no similarities 
between the two cases outside 
of the fact that they involve 

some form of suspected child 
abuse. 

Child abuse happens every-
where no matter what size of 
community— big, medium or 
tiny. I believe what sets com-
munities apart are how they 
handle these types of situa-
tions.

In the most recent Bloom-
ing Prairie case, the system 
worked. A mandated reporter 
did his or her job in reporting 
something that didn’t seem 
right and authorities followed 
through in investigating. If 
anything, the family will get 
some help as a result of the 

investigation.
It goes without saying that 

the entire community has a re-
sponsibility to protect children. 
The newspaper is also a part 
of that equation in holding ev-
eryone accountable to fulfi lling 
that responsibility. 

I will not tolerate child 
abuse, and I would hope the 
community would not either. 
And for us to not report on 
such suspected behavior would 
be turning a blind eye. 

Protecting children is 
something we all need to go in 
hot pursuit of accomplishing. 
I hope you’ll agree with me 
that children deserve so much 
more!
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Our view

A ‘Super’ way to 
voice your opinion

Tuesday, March 1, was “Super Tuesday” in Min-
nesota, and many local residents came to their 
caucus location to cast their ballots. 

Caucus locations across the state reported excel-
lent turn outs. While the high numbers of people 
in attendance created some challenges, such as 
packed parking lots and diffi culty fi nding spots to 
sit, it’s arguable that, as one local caucus attender 
remarked last Tuesday, “This is a great problem to 
have.” 

No matter how you feel about the caucus results 
(or the current presidential candidates) it’s clear 
that people are passionate about the political hap-
penings in our country. By attending the caucus, or 
simply by engaging in a political discussion with a 
friend, neighbor or acquaintance, they’re express-
ing their thoughts and indicating that the selection 
of our next President of the United States is impor-
tant to them. 

Our current political system was designed to 
allow the citizens of the United States to have a 
say in their government and its election of offi cials. 
In a world full of political turmoil and distrust, it’s 
important now, more than ever, to take a stand and 
share your thoughts. There are many ways to get 
involved with the presidential election, from can-
vassing to casting a vote on Election Day. Voters 
leave the polls wearing “I voted” stickers as a sym-
bol of democracy and with hope in their hearts that 
their chosen candidates will prevail after the ballots 
have been tabulated. 

As the election continues to draw ever closer, it’s 
important to stay informed about political develop-
ments. Many people will grow tired of candidates’ 
commercials and dominating presence in the news 
media (and, perhaps, some already have.) But, 
when the new president takes the Oath of Offi ce, 
everyone from politicians to voters will each be ac-
countable for their decisions. 

Take time to do your own research about the 
potential candidates, and make a decision for 
yourself. If you reach a clear decision about the 
candidates, make sure you visit the polls on Elec-
tion Day. By doing so, you are doing more than 
checking a box on a forum; you are indicating that 
you care about your country and its future. 

Protecting kids is a 
community responsibility
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Report shows little 
benefi t from $3 billion 
in farm conservation 
program spending

What are we getting for our 
taxpayer-funded farm conserva-
tion dollars? If we’re looking 
at Iowa watersheds, the answer 
seems to be “not much.” And 
unfortunately, the story might 
be the same in Minnesota. 

A recent study by the Environ-
mental Working Group (EWG), 
a community heath group, used 
United States Department of 
Agriculture aerial photos to 
document land use changes in 8 
“priority” watersheds in Iowa. 
The survey found that, despite 
$1.3 billion of federal conserva-
tion funding between 2011 and 
2014, we actually lost 74 acres 
of stream buffers and gained 
only 5 miles of grassed water-
ways. Overall, Iowa farmers 
aren’t adding much conserva-
tion to the landscape, even if we 
ignore farms where landown-
ers plowed up their taxpayer-
funded conservation practices. 

Why voluntary conservation 
doesn’t work

According to the report, and 

local conservation staff, one of 
the biggest weaknesses of this 
“no regulation, all voluntary” 
approach to farm pollution is 
that voluntary practices come 
and go, depending on taxpayer 
subsidies and land prices, but 
the pollution remains. Some 
conservation staff refers to 
this as “random acts of con-
servation” because the willing 
landowners who volunteer for 
these programs are usually not 
the source of most of the runoff 
pollution leaving area farms. So, 
it’s a bit like giving drivers who 
follow the speed limit and stop 
at stop signs a $100 payment, 
while eliminating speed limit 
and stop sign laws in a commu-
nity, and then hoping that more 
people will follow speed limit 
and stop sign “best practices.” 

While supporters of the “no 
regulation, all voluntary” ap-
proach to farm pollution suggest 
that we “just need more time” 
for farmers to adopt these vol-
untary practices, the data tells 
a different story. EWG as well 
as conservation groups point 
out that states have been using 
this approach for the past 40 
years and rather than reducing 
runoff pollution, we’ve seen 
increasing levels of pollution 
in both Iowa and Minnesota. 

“We have tried the voluntary 
approach to spur landowners 
to take the often-simple steps

needed to clean up dirty water, 
save precious soil or improve 
fi sh and wildlife habitat. It

doesn’t work. Indeed, polluted 
runoff from farming opera-
tions has gotten worse. It’s

foolish to cling to a failed 
strategy and expect different 
results,” said the EWG report.

An end to “voluntary-only” 
conservation programs?

While it is politically unpalat-
able to regulate agricultural run-
off pollution, especially in Mid-
western corn farming states like 
Iowa and Minnesota, the EWG 
report says that after 40 years of 
failure, we’re just “fooling our-
selves” if we think that volun-
tary farm conservation will lead 
to cleaner rivers and streams. 

The report asks states 
to adopt four common-
sense required practices for 
all farming operations.

1. Keep a 50-foot vegetated 
buffer between farm fi elds 
and rivers and streams.

2. Heal and prevent gully 
formation on farm fi elds with 
required grassed waterways 
or erosion control structures.

3. Control livestock access to 

streambanks to prevent stream-
bank erosion and limit manure 
that can wash into streams.

4. Ban manure applica-
tion on frozen, snow-covered, 
or rain saturated ground. 

Most conservation-minded 
farmers are already following 
these practices on their own. But 
if only 10-20 percent of farmers 
choose not to follow these “best 
practices,” the water pollu-
tion they cause could erase the 
good conservation being done 
by 80-90 percent of farmers. 

What do we measure?
According to the report, one 

reason why we aren’t seeing 
cleaner water after spending $3 
billion over ten years in Iowa 
is that spending is not tied to 
cleaner water results. Instead, 
spending is based on getting 
more conservation practices 
on farmland. But, at the same 
time that some farmers are 
getting taxpayer subsidies to 
install conservation practices, 
other farmers can (quite legally) 
plow up conservation practices 
to get more tillable acres. 

What does this mean for 
Minnesota farm conservation?

The situation in Minnesota 
is a little different form what’s 

happening in Iowa. Minnesota 
law already requires river and 
stream buffers, we don’t allow 
animal feedlots on a stream or 
riverbank, and we have manure 
application setbacks to protect 
rivers from manure runoff. 

But according to Olmsted 
County Feedlot Technician and 
area Crop and Livestock Farmer 
Martin Larsen, the trends of 
reduced conservation practices 
on area farms are similar in 
both Minnesota and Iowa. 

“We’re seeing more till-
age, less residue on the fi elds, 
and we’ve lost a lot of grassed 
waterways. It’s really disap-
pointing,” said Larsen. 

In looking at the EWG recom-
mendations, Larsen pointed out 
that “one size fi ts all” regula-
tions are politically hard to 
enact and to implement. He 
stated that rather than requir-
ing a ban on manure spreading 
on frozen or snow-covered 
fi elds, which could be hard for 
farmers to implement, Minne-
sota could look at other ap-
proaches to solve the problem 
of springtime manure runoff. 

“We know that most of our 
runoff happens from mid-Febru-
ary to mid-March in this area,” 
said Larsen. “So if farmers apply 
manure at this time, it is much 

more likely to wash off the fi eld 
and into a river. So one option 
would be to strongly encourage 
farmers to apply their winter 
manure from November to Janu-
ary, a time when the manure is 
much more likely to stay on the 
fi eld and fertilize the ground. 
We could also do what Wiscon-
sin does with their Runoff Risk 
Advisory Forecast. The RRAF 
warns farmers when a runoff 
event is coming, so they don’t 
apply manure at those times.”

If you’d like to read the EWG 
report, visit http://www.ewg.
org/research/fooling-ourselves .

Kevin Strauss
Zumbro Watershed 

Partnership

Correction
In the Progress Edition of 
the Times, published one 
week ago, an article on the 
local branch of U.S. Bank 
had a big error. Branch 
Manager Becky Josephson 
is dealing with a genetic 
disorder called polycystic 
kidney disease, not cancer, 
as was reported in the 
article. The Times sincerely 
regrets the error.
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10 Years Ago
Tuesday, March 14, 2006

Dan Evans, Publisher
Katelin Strand, of Blooming 

Prairie High School, has found-
ed a local chapter of Fellowship 
of Christian Athletes (FCA), 
prompted by her church in Owa-
tonna. The fi rst meeting was 
held on Sunday, March 12, lead 
by Strand, Courtney Driessen, 
Katie Spande and Sarah Mans. 
The purpose of the club is to get 
teens together in a group envi-
ronment to discuss a relation-
ship with Jesus Christ and how 
to live life accordingly, with an 
emphasis on sports. 

Typical meetings will feature 
a variety of activities, such as 
bowling, laser tag, lock ins, par-
ties, or FCA Day with the Twins 
or Timberwolves. A bible study, 
lead by an FCA member, will 
also take place during the meet-
ings. 

J&H Liquors celebrated 20 
years of business in Bloom-
ing Prairie. Bar owners Harvey 
and Nancy Farr have had many 
great years in the facility and are 
looking forward to giving their 
customers many more wonder-
ful years of service. 

20 Years Ago
Tuesday, March 12, 1996

Elsie Slinger, Editor
The Pines Supper Club will 

open at the end of March as a 
family-food establishment. This 
ends speculation that the club 
would open as a nude dancing 
bar as former owner Richard 
Bell of Blooming Prairie sold 
the buildings and grounds to Jim 
Ronken of Hayfi eld. Ronken ran 
the food and beverage conces-
sions at the Oak Supper/Country 
Club for 7 ½ years and decided 
to make a career change and buy 
the Pines. The old restaurant 
will bring back many memories 
for some and begin new ones for 
others as they enter the restau-
rant. 

Nine Blooming Prairie wres-
tlers qualifi ed to wrestle in the 
1996 NYWA State Tourna-
ment on Saturday, March 9. To 
qualify the wrestler must place 
1st or 2nd at a qualifying tour-
nament in the area. Those BP 
wrestlers that will be advanc-
ing to the State Tournament 
are: Billy Lindquist, 1st; David 
O’Connor 1st; Brian Hernan-
dez, 1st; Anthony Nelson, 2nd; 
Luke Nelson, 2nd; Luke Miller, 
2nd; Eric Sime 2nd; Jacob Sime, 

2nd place. There were over 400 
participating wrestlers at the 
Qualifi er at Medford. 

50 Years Ago
Thursday, March 10, 1966
Victor, Vernon and Vyrle 

Krejci, Editors
The Blooming Prairie high 

school basketball team won the 
West sub-district crown for the 
fourth straight year when they 
defeated the Ellendale Raiders, 
72-53, in the championship tilt, 
played at Albert Lea last Sat-
urday night. Coach Jim Poole 
stated that this was the most 
outstanding defensive game his 
team has ever played and he 
cited Steve Fritz, Bob Tonolli, 
Larry Worke, Jim Turner, and 
Keith Ingvalson for their fi ne 
play. The cagers increased their 
season’s record to 18 wins and 2 
losses with their victories in the 
Albert Lea tournament. 

The Headquarters Fifth 
United States Army, Chicago, 
Illnpis, notifi ed the Blooming 
Prairie Co-op Creamery re-
cently that it had been sanitarily 
approved to supply churned but-
ter and manufactured dry milk 
to the Armed Forces. The local 
creamery underwent a sanitary 

inspection recently by the De-
partment of the Army and they 
can now supply these products 
to the armed services. 

75 Years Ago
Thursday, March 13, 1941

Frank Krejci, Publisher 
The numbers of volunteers 

for military duty in the selec-
tive service from Steele county 
are running low his month, the 
draft board has announced. Un-
less new volunteers come in 
soon, the county quota for a part 
of March will be fi lled partial-
ly by the draft, the board said. 
Two men have been instructed 
to report at Fort Snelling March 
21st for induction: Cornelius 
Osmund Dahl and Carl Engulf 
Seljeseth. 

Manufacture of good, com-
fortable cotton mattresses has 
kept several dozen people of 
Blooming Prairie township 
busy these past two weeks at 
the community building here. 
The work is a part of the sur-
plus cotton consumption pro-
gram sponsored by the federal 
government in co-operation 
with the state extension service 
and the Farm Security Admin-
istration. The entire fi rst fl oor 

of the community building is oc-
cupied with the process of mak-
ing mattresses. 

At present the crew of 24 
working daily produce about six 
mattresses per day. People from 
Dodge and Freeborn County are 
planning to make their head-
quarters here, which leads work-
ers to estimate that about 80 
mattresses will be made here be-
fore the project is fi nished. With 
hundreds of such projects now 
underway throughout the Un-
tied States, thousands of bales of 
surplus cotton will be absorbed. 

Dear Savvy Senior,
What tips can you recommend 

for fi nding affordable prescrip-
tion eyeglasses? I used to have 
vision insurance through my 
work, but lost it when I turned 
65, retired, and signed up for 
Medicare. 
Looking For Eyeglasses

Dear Looking,
Prescription eyeglasses to-

day aren’t cheap. You can eas-
ily spend $200 for a basic pair, 
but if you want designer frames 
or need bifocal or progressive 
lenses, the price can more than 
double. Here are a few different 
options that can help you save. 

Medicare/insurance coverage
If you are a Medicare ben-

efi ciary, you already know that 
original Medicare (Part A and 
B) and Medigap supplemental 
policies do not cover routine 
eye exams or eyeglasses (un-
less you’ve just had cataract sur-

gery), but there are some Medi-
care Advantage (Part C) plans 
that do. 

Many of these plans, which 
are sold through private insur-
ance companies, cover vision as 
well as dental, hearing and pre-
scription drugs, in addition to 
all of your hospital and medical 
insurance. To locate Advantage 
plans in your area that provides 
vision coverage, visit Medicare.
gov/fi nd-a-plan or call 800-633-
4227. But before enrolling in a 
plan, check the benefi t details to 
ensure the plan’s vision cover-
age includes routine eye exams, 
eyeglass frames and lenses. 

You can switch from original 
Medicare to a Medicare Advan-
tage plan each year during the 
open enrollment period, which 
is between Oct. 15 and Dec. 7. 

If, however, you don’t want a 
Medicare Advantage plan, you 
can still get coverage by pur-
chasing an inexpensive vision 
insurance policy – see eHeal-
thInsurance.com. Policy costs 

vary depending on where you 
live, but they usually start at 
around $6 to $9 per month for 
an individual. Before signing 
up, make sure your savings po-
tential is worth the cost of the 
premiums and copays.

Discount stores
Purchasing eyeglasses from 

discount retailers is another way 
to save. Costco is one of the best 
discount stores for good eye-
wear and low prices. Eyeglasses 
cost an average of around $150, 
but to shop there you have to 
pay a $55 annual membership 
fee. Some other good retail op-
tions for low prices include 
For Eyes Optical, BJ’s Optical, 
Sam’s Club and Wal-Mart. 

You also need to fi nd out if 
you are eligible for any dis-
counts. Many retailers provide 
discounts to membership groups 
like AARP and AAA. AARP 
members, for example, can get 
30 percent off a pair of pre-
scription eyeglasses as well as 

discounts on eye exams at any 
LensCrafters, most participat-
ing Pearle Vision, Sears Optical, 
Target Optical, JCPenney Opti-
cal and thousands of private op-
tometrist offi ces.

Look online 
Buying eyeglasses online can 

also offer huge savings. Some 
online stores like ZenniOptical.
com, Goggles4u.com and Eye-
BuyDirect.com sell prescription 
eyeglasses for as little as $7 plus 
shipping. These sites let you up-
load a photo of your face, so you 
can see what you’d look like in 
different frames. 

Or, for a fancier choice of 
frames see WarbyParker.com, 
which offers single-vision 
glasses for $95. They even offer 
a free program where you can 
request up to fi ve pairs to try on 
at home for fi ve days. 

To purchase glasses online, 
you’ll need your eyeglass pre-
scription from a local eye doc-
tor, plus your pupillary distance 

number, which is the distance, 
measured in millimeters, be-
tween the centers of your pupils 
in each eye.

Low-income assistance
If your income is low, depend-

ing on where you live, there may 
be some local clinics that pro-
vide free or discounted eye ex-
ams and eyeglasses. Put in a call 
to your local Lions Club to see 
what’s available in your area. 
See directory.lionsclubs.org for 
contact information.

You may also be able to get 

free eyeglasses through New 
Eyes (new-eyes.org, 973-376-
4903), a nonprofi t organization 
that provides free eyeglasses 
through a voucher program to 
people in fi nancial need. 

Send your senior questions 
to: Savvy Senior, P.O. Box 
5443, Norman, OK 73070, or 
visit SavvySenior.org. Jim Mill-
er is a contributor to the NBC 
Today show and author of “The 
Savvy Senior” book.

History from the news archives

Accountants

Steele County Times Professional Directory

Automotive

Johnson Construction 
& Tree Service

Tree & Stump Removal •Trimming & Topping •Tree Moving 
Lot Clearing • Backhoe/Skidloader • Hauling General Construction

24 Hr. Emergency Services • Year Round Work • Licensed & Insured
KYLE JOHNSON • 507-583-7592
AUSTIN & BLOOMING PRAIRIE

Dental Care

Blooming Prairie 
405 E. Main St. 
507-583-2141

Owatonna
1170 East Frontage Rd.

507-455-1000

Mankato
287 St. Andrews Drive Suite 100

507-720-0250
Rochester

3110 Wellner Dr. NE. 
507-536-7700

New Richland 
132 Broadway Ave. N.

 507-463-0502  

Locally Owned

Dental Care

BLOOMING PRAIRIE DENTAL CENTER
“Dentistry for the whole family”

Jeffrey A. Schwert, D.D.S.
132 2nd Ave. NE

Blooming Prairie ~ 583-6613

Insurance

Holman Insurance Agency
For all your insurance needs

Keith & Carol Holman
421 E. Main Street

• 507- 583-7294 •

Recreation

Hwy 218 S.
Blooming Prairie

www.minersoutdoor.com • 507-583-2712

Outdoor Power Equipment, 
Golf Carts, ATV, Sales Service, 

Parts & Accessories

Construction

Funeral Planning
A Simple, Thoughtful Act of Caring

PREARRANGEMENT & PREFUNDING

Worlein Blooming Prairie Funeral Home
418 Highway Ave S. ,Blooming Prairie, MN

Mary Kittelson
NFDA Certified Preplanning Consultant • Licensed Agent - Purple Cross Plans

507-583-7561
www.worlein.com

ROD & TESS KOSTER, Owners
Bus: 507-583-2018 • Fax: 507-583-2317

Hwy. 218 • Blooming Prairie
www.kostercarkorner.com

FOR THAT HOMETOWN PERSONAL TOUCH

ROD & TESS KOSTER, Owners

Repair Service

656 3rd St. NE
Blooming Prairie, MN

Robert Salinas
Family-Owned
583-6620

 Garbage
333 2nd St. NE • Blooming Prairie

507-583-7562
William P. Walsh, Owner

“A family-owned, hometown business serving the 
Blooming Prairie community for over 45 years.”

Residential & Business Hauling

Prairie Manor Care Center 
& Heather Haus

220 3rd St. NW,
Blooming Prairie
583-4434

How retirees can save on prescription eyeglasses

J.A. GWILT SIDERS, INC.
Siding & Windows

Lic. #20533878
•Maintenance Free Siding

•Premium Vinyl, Steel & Aluminum
•Custom Trim Work

•Seamless Aluminum or Copper Gutters
•Lifetime Warranty

For Free Estimates Call: 507-583-7413
Now supplying siding for contractors & do-it yourselfers!

Siding & Windows 



March 8: Chili con carne, 
crackers, corn muffi n, cottage 
cheese/apricots, apple pie

March 9: Hawaiian chick-
en, parslied buttered potatoes, 
asparagus, snicker doodle 
brownies 

March 10: Salisbury steak, 
confetti rice, broccoli, peach/
pineapple, pudding with 
whipped topping

March 11: Tuna casserole, 
green beans, mixed greens sal-

ad, dinner roll, fresh fruit
March 14: Meat loaf, ALT: 

Liver and onions, parslied 
boiled potatoes, carrots, fruit 
cup

March 15: Pork steak with 
dressing, oriental vegetable 
blend, romaine salad, manda-
rin orange dessert 

March 16: Chicken ala 
King over biscuit, peas, cole-
slaw, fresh fruit
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SEMCAC senior menu

Community

Deli Sandwiches Daily Specials
ALL COME WITH A COOKIE & CHIPS

Best kept secret!

The Bakery
Main Street • Blooming Prairie • 583-4433

Tuesday - Ham
Wednesday - Turkey

Thursday - Your Choice
Friday - Beef

BB

Milestones is sponsored by: 

Milestones

Birthdays 

March 8
Noah Jonathan Nelson 

Cody Pashusta
Jean Lee

Clint Becker

March 9
Adrian Noble

Jeremy Wangen 
Nicki Bishop

Kylie Forystek
Marissa Noble

March 10
Elizabeth Noble
Brenda Yentsch

Ryan Glynn
Jean Farr

March 11
Gwen Christiansen

Jon Carlson
Nelia Nelson
Marion Mast

Harlan Hansen

March 12
Riauna Bishop

Jeff Kinney
Denise Thompson

March 13
Lonnie Lembke
Kelly Peterson
Evie Emanual

Kelli Williamson
Shelly Jean Kasperek

Andrea Farr

March 14
Lucy Post

Elliot Swenson 
Connie Haberman

Birthdays and 
Anniversaries

Obituaries 

Virginia Lois Johnson, age 
91, of Austin, Minnesota, died 
Thursday, Feb. 25, 2016, at 
Prairie Manor Nursing Home in 
Blooming Prairie.

She was born July 13, 1924, 
in Newry Township, Freeborn 
County, Minnesota to Albert and 
Nellie (Lea) Jolson. After gradu-
ating from Austin High School, 
she attended teachers college, 
which was located in the Austin 
High School building. She later 
earned her Bachelor’s degree at 
Mankato State College at age 
55.  

Virginia worked as a County 
4-H extension service agent in 
Stillwater, where she met Albert 
S. Johnson. They were married 
on Nov. 30, 1944, in St. Paul.  
Making their home in Hibbing, 

they worked together 
at ALGIN Photogra-
phy Studio, which they 
owned. 

They belonged to 
Our Savior’s Lutheran 
Church. Virginia also 
worked for a dentist 
as an assistant. They 
moved to Austin in 
1961, where Virginia worked at 
Stevenson’s Dress Shop, man-
aged a Gold Bond Stamp store 
and taught fourth grade at St. 
Augustine Catholic School.  

Virginia and Al spent a year in 
Germany during 1964 to 1965. 
Virginia and Al retired at the 
same time and went to Florida 
for three months, and then to 
the cabin for three months. The 
cabin was everything to them. 

They were active at 
Grace Lutheran Church. 
Virginia enjoyed an-
tiques, as well as arts 
and crafts.

Survivors include 
her daughter, Nancy 
(Richard) Stonehouse 
of Huntersville, North 
Carolina; son, Rodney 

(Deborah) Johnson of Elk Riv-
er, Minnesota; three grandchil-
dren, Eric (Chris) Stonehouse, 
Amanda (Scott) Omodth, and 
Emily (Brian) Oran Johnson; 
one great grandchild, Samantha 
Stonehouse; sister, Verna (Na-
than) Magnuson of Blooming 
Prairie, Minnesota; many nieces 
and nephews. She was preceded 
in death by her husband, Albert; 
parents, Albert and Nellie Jol-

son; and her two brothers, Alan 
and Lyle.

Memorial services were held 
at 1:30 p.m. on Saturday, March 
5, 2016, at Grace Lutheran 
Church in Austin, Minnesota. 
Visitation was be one hour be-
fore the service at the church.  
Interment will be at Red Oak 
Grove Cemetery, Austin, Min-
nesota, at a later date. Memori-
als are preferred to Grace Lu-
theran Church in Austin, Prairie 
Manor Care Center in Blooming 
Prairie, Minnesota.

Worlein Funeral Home is as-
sisting the family with arrange-
ments. Condolences may be 
expressed to the family online at 
www.worlein.com.

Virginia Lois Johnson, 91, Austin

Weekly crossword 
answers

Crossword on Page 5D

The Tradition Continues

Join us for worship 
Wednesdays at 7 p.m. & Saturdays at 5 p.m.

FREE Teen Movie Nights
March 4 & 18, April 1, 15 & 29 • 6-9 p.m.

Bridges of Hope Church • Lansing

Church services 
are back in Lansing!

104 E. Main St. • Geneva, MN • 507-256-0025
www.deanssmokeshack.com

Huge hog sale on right 
now only 1.79 lb (reg. 

1.89 lb) includes all 
processing, Hams and 

Bacons too what a deal!!

Don’t forget to book your 
Easter Ham today!!

We’re just a short drive afterall!

Paul J. Ingvaldson, age 79, of 
Blooming Prairie, Minnesota, 
died peacefully, surrounded 
by his loving family on Friday 
March 4, 2016, at Prairie Manor 
Care Center.  

He was born March 30, 1936, 
in Albert Lea, Minnesota, the 
son of Clarence and Louise In-
gvaldson.  Paul was a lifelong 
resident of Blooming Prairie, 
graduating from Blooming 
Prairie High School in 1954. 
He served his country with the 
United States Army from 1954 
to 1957. On Dec. 20, 1959, 
Paul was united in marriage to 
Betty Johnson at First Lutheran 
Church in Blooming Prairie. 

He worked for Lysne Con-

struction for nearly 
twenty years building 
Prairie Manor and First 
Lutheran Church. Paul 
also built many homes 
in the Blooming Prairie 
and surrounding area 
while self-employed. 
He also worked along-
side Dick Kruckeberg 
of Minimizer, helping to design 
the fi rst prototype molds. 

For the last 20 years, he was 
employed by KDC Inc Bus 
Company and had great enjoy-
ment transporting children to 
and from school. He was a mem-
ber of First Lutheran Church 
and VFW Post 878. You could 
often fi nd Paul at the Village and 

Casey’s enjoying the 
company of his many 
friends, taking drives 
and going out to eat.

 Paul is survived by 
his wife, Betty Ingvald-
son of Blooming Prai-
rie; two sons, Lance 
(Rozann) Ingvaldson of 
Blooming Prairie, and 

Lee Ingvaldson of San Francis-
co, California; one grandchild 
Jordan and three step-grandchil-
dren Amber, Ashley and Jenna; 
two great-grandchildren, Brant-
ly and Sylis; brother, Donald 
(Carol) Ingvaldson of Owatonna 
and many other relatives and 
friends. He was preceded in 
death by his parents.

 Memorial services will 
be held at 11 a.m., Thursday, 
March 10, 2016, at First Luther-
an Church in Blooming Prairie 
with Pastor Charles Leonard and 
Pastor Heidi Heimgartner offi ci-
ating. Military honors by Ameri-
can Legion Post 52 and VFW 
Post 878 will follow the service. 
Visitation will be held from 9 
to 11 a.m. on Thursday, March 
10, at First Lutheran Church 
in Blooming Prairie. In lieu of 
fl owers, memorials should be di-
rected to First Lutheran Church 
or the Salvation Army. 

Condolences may be ex-
pressed to the family online at 
www.worlein.com.

Paul J. Ingvaldson, 79, Blooming Prairie

DFL CAUCUS
Continued from Page 1A

better check this out. Well, you 
are checking it out,” said Brandt 
to the gathered crowd. “It looks 
like the good part of the whole 
county is here.”

This was the fi rst year partici-
pating in a caucus for Owatonna 
High School Seniors Karissa 
Hilstad, Mason Theim and Luke 
Hozerland. Due to their young 
age, this was the fi rst caucus that 
they could partake in. 

They admitted that extra 
credit for their political science 
class was a main motivator for 
coming out to the caucus. How-
ever, the seniors found that they 
would like to continue to con-
tribute at the caucus into their 

adult lives. 
“I’m glad that I came,” said 

Hilstad. “I know that I will go 
when I get older. I just feel like 
it is part of my responsibility as 
an American citizen. Plus, it was 
good to start young, since peo-
ple explained everything to us.” 

Theim admitted that it was not 
what they expected. They ex-
pected arguments and debates, 
not the conversation among 
neighbors about various resolu-
tions to modify the party plat-
form. 

As seniors eager to partici-
pate, the students signed up to 
be delegates to represent the pre-
cinct at district and county con-

ventions. This could potentially 
make them eligible to go on to 
become delegates to the parties’ 
state conventions.

Individuals like Andrew Lew-
is believe in their responsibil-
ity to participate in the political 
system. “I think it is important 
to give voice to political conven-
tions at every level,” he said. 

Many did not get so involved, 
as they cast their vote and took 
off. 

Hiring?
Call Julie 
TODAY!

507-583-4431
bpjulie@frontier.com

To place your ad

SALE! SALE!BLUE BAG 
REGULAR SOFTNER SALT CRYSTALS 

$5.50 per 50# bag 

GREEN BAG 
RUST REMOVER SOFTENER SALT 

$7.00 per 50# bag 

Free Delivery within BP School District 
Order before April 7th 

Delivery will be April 23rd 

Call 507-456-0607 (after 2:00PM) 

Email: bp_qbclub@yahoo.com 
SALT PROVIDED IN COOPERATION WITH BtoZ HARDWARE 237 Hwy Ave. S.   Locally Owned & Operated  507-583-6671

Prices Good
3/8-3/14

Check out OUR DOLLAR Selection! 

20 Pack

2 Liter

6 pack
.5L 4/$10

79¢

12 Pk

Pepsi

Pepsi Snapple or 
Sunny D

7up,Diet 7up,7up 
Ten,and Cherry 7up

12 Pack Mountain 
Dew Varieties

$5.99

16 oz

5/$5

3/$12
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Area Church ScheduleArea Church Schedule
118 5th Ave.

Ellendale
507-684-2471
Andy & Mary Lerberg

118 5th Ave.

LERBERG’S 
FITNESS 
CENTER

Locally Owned & Operated
237 Hwy. Ave. S.

Blooming Prairie
507-583-6671

Sue Zwiener
308 E. Main Street
Blooming Prairie

507-583-2200

Michael Bishman
121 W. Broadway St.
Owatonna, MN 55060

Phone: (507) 451-0193
Fax: (507) 451-6640

322 East Main St.
Blooming Prairie

507-583-2276

322 East Main St.

FLOOR 
TECH www.expressowatonna.com

507-455-3002
800-832-3002

812 S. Elm Ave.
Owatonna, MN 55060

3249 N County Road 45
Owatonna

507-451-7121

Service Center:
507-528-2233

After Hours Towing:
507-456-4158
111 Front Street

P.O. Box 282
Claremont, MN

Garlick’s Water 
Conditioning

Sales • Service • Rentals • Leasing

800-722-1282
www.garlickswater.com

1180 Frontage Rd E • Owatonna
507-455-9551

www.owatonnagranite.com

“Creating Your Story in Stone”

FOR THAT HOMETOWN 
PERSONAL TOUCH

Hwy. 218
Blooming Prairie

507-583-2018

Call Jon Arnett @
455-3735 for a tour 

236 22nd St. SE • Owatonna

Vibrant Living For  
Individuals 55 & Older  
at a Reasonable Price

1011 Hoffman Drive
Owatonna

507-451-2585
www.kernelrestaurant.com

Minimizer.com • 800-248-3855 • Blooming Prairie

800-248-3855
www.minimizer.com

Blooming Prairie

Peter Marty, of the Christian Century 
magazine, recently wrote about one’s 
“Point of Reference.” He speaks of an 
experience he had as he was riding on a 
commuter train in Chicago. 

The train had stopped, and its passen-
gers were becoming anxious about the 
long wait to get moving again. Sitting still 
beside another train, the crowd on board 
began to cheer when it seemed their train 
began to move. But, only when the train 
next to them had moved out of the way, 
so they could see the building on the other 
side, did they realize their train had not 
moved an inch. It was an optical illusion 
that made them feel like they were mov-
ing. Needless to say, the crowd quit cheer-
ing and sank back into their anxiety about 
being on time to the next station.  

The building next to the tracks became 
an important point of reference for these 

train-bound passengers; were they mov-
ing forward or not? I believe we all need 
a point of reference for our lives.  With-
out one, we may not know if our lives are 
moving forward or backward. As a pastor, 
I support the idea of faith in God being 
our point of reference. Regardless of who 
you are or what you do in life, a point 
of reference through faith with the one 
who created you, and the one who cares 
enough to redeem you when you fail, is 
a standard to which you may wish to be 
tied. As a Christian, your point of refer-
ence will also need to include Jesus’ sec-
ond most important command, “Love one 
another as God loves you.”

Recently, I’ve been looking for this 
point of reference (loving one another 
as God loves you) but, as I ride on this 
election year train, the less I see anything 
about loving the neighbor as much as I 

hear about selfi sh love 
for self. 

Have we lost sight 
of our point of reference? Are we cheer-
ing because it seems like we are moving 
forward, when in fact we might be rolling 
backwards? 

I believe love for one another is a very 
important point of reference for a vibrant 
society based on the common good of all 
people – “liberty and justice for all.” Yes, 
it becomes more diffi cult when we real-
ize that our neighbor happens to include 
everyone living in our country; but isn’t 
that also our ethic as a nation, to tackle 
what seems impossible, and create some-
thing good from it?  Maybe we all need to 
check our point of reference. 

Rev. Charlie Leonard
First Lutheran Church

Blooming Prairie 

Point of reference
Pastorʻs corner

Lutheran

AURORA LUTHERAN 
6329 SE 38th St., Owatonna

Pastor Stephanie Wood
(507) 676-5696

9:15 a.m. Sunday School
10 a.m. Sunday Worship Service

TRINITY LUTHERAN 
CHURCH

588 S.E. 118th St., Blooming Prairie
Pastor Stephanie Wood

(507) 676-5696
Sunday Worship 10:30

Sunday School 9:15
FIRST LUTHERAN
CHURCH—ELCA

434 First St. SW., Blooming Prairie
Charles Leonard, Senior Pastor

Heidi Heimgartner, Associate Pastor
(507) 583-6621 

fi rstlutheranbp.com
Worship: 8:30 a.m.  & 10:30 a.m. 

Sunday School: 9:30 a.m. 
FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH
8953 S.W. 37th Ave., Hope        

Pastor Sandy Miller
(507) 451-3854

Services: 9 a.m. Sunday School,
Adult Ed: 10:15 a.m.

GOOD SHEPHERD
LUTHERAN—LCMS

2500 Seventh Ave. N.E., Owatonna
The Rev. Mark Rosenau, 

the Rev. Gregory Schlicker 
(507) 451-4125

www.goodshephardowatonna.com
Services: 8 a.m., 9:15 a.m. & 

10:30 a.m. Sunday
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m.  

PONTOPPIDAN LUTHERAN 
CHURCH

9651 SW 75th Street Ellendale 
(507)465-8366

Family Choir 9:00-9:15 a.m.
Sunday School/Adult Education 

9:15 a.m. Sunday, Worship 10:15 a.m.
ST. MICHAEL’S 

LUTHERAN—ELCA
30450 570th Ave., Waltham

Minister Dwight DoBell
(507) 567-2474

Service: 8:30 a.m. Sunday Sunday 
School: 9:45 a.m. 

RED OAK GROVE 
LUTHERAN—ELCA

30456 Mower-Freeborn Road, Austin
Pastor Lindsay Stolen

(507) 583-2038 or (507) 437-3000
www.roglutheran.org
Service: 9 a.m. Sunday

Sunday School (Sept-May): 10:15 a.m.
REDEEMER LUTHERAN 

CHURCH—LCMS
1054 Truman Ave., Owatonna

Pastor Kirk Griebel
(507) 451-2720

www.redeemerowatonna.org
Service: 9 a.m. Sunday

Sunday School: 10:15 a.m.
ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN

CHURCH —LCMS
4532 S.E. 84th Ave., Claremont

The Rev. Alan Broadwell
(507) 528-2404

sjlcoffi ce@frontiernet.net
www.peaceclaremont.otshost.org

Weekly Church Service 
Saturday Evening (Starts September 

19th) 6 p.m. Sunday Morning 
Services held at 10:30 a.m.

Holy Communion Offered each 
Saturday Evening Service and

2nd & 4th Sunday Service of each 
month. Sunday School - starts 

September 20th at 9 a.m. to 10:15 
a.m.

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN 
CHURCH—LCMS

28959 630th Ave., Sargeant
The Rev. Ronald Prigge

Service: 10:15 a.m. Sunday
Sunday School: 9 a.m.

TRINITY LUTHERAN 
CHURCH—ELCA

104 First St. S.E., Hayfi eld
The Rev. Paul Hauschild

(507) 477-2248
www.trinityhayfi eld.org

Services: 8 & 10:30 a.m. Sunday
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m.

TRINITY LUTHERAN—LCMS
57403 300th St., Waltham
Pastor Jesse Krusemark

(507) 567-2272
Service: 10:15 a.m. Sunday

Sunday School: 9 a.m.
ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN—LCMS

202 E. Park Ave., Hollandale
Pastor Jesse Krusemark

(507) 567-2272
Service: 8:00 a.m. Sunday 
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.

COMMUNITY LUTHERAN 
CHURCH—ELCA

106 Third St. S.E., Geneva
Pastor Kristen Venne

(507) 256-4288
Service: 9:30 a.m. Sunday 

ZION LUTHERAN
CHURCH - ELCA

7126 SW 98th St., Ellendale
Pastor Patti Meyer

(507) 451-2165
Worship 8:30 AM

Sunday School 9:30 AM
TRINITY LUTHERAN 

CHURCH—LCMS
108 Third Ave S.W., Medford 

Pastor Mark Biebighauser
(507) 451-0447

Service: 9 a.m. Sunday
Education hour: 10 a.m.

   ST PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
    2781 S.W. 92nd Ave., Meriden

Pastor Patti Meyer
    (507) 451-2165

Sunday School 9:15 AM
Worship 10:30 AM

TRINITY LUTHERAN 
CHURCH—ELCA

609 Lincoln Ave., Owatonna
Todd Buegler, Senior Pastor

Dean Smith, Associate Pastor
(507) 451-4520

www.tlcowatonna.org
9:00 am Worship

10:15 am Sunday School
FIRST LUTHERAN 

CHURCH, AFLC                                           
Ellendale, Minnesota                
Pastor Richard Sliper            
Saturday - 8 a.m. Men’s 

Bible Study Sunday - 9 a.m. 
Worship: 10:10 Sunday School; 

10:15 Coffee and Fellowship                                  
Tuesday - 6 a.m. Call to Prayer, open 
to all Churches; 7 p.m. Call to Prayer              
Wednesday - 9:30 a.m. Bible Study; 

6 p.m. Call to Prayer; 6:15 Hands 
of Praise; 6:30 Confi rmation;              

6:30 p.m. Youth Group

Catholic

ST. AIDAN CATHOLIC PARISH
Hwy 30 Ellendale

507-465-8217
The Rev. Raul Silva, Pastor
The Rev. Adam McMillan, 

Parochial Vicar
Sunday Mass: 8 a.m.

ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC PARISH
Rural Geneva

The Rev. Raul Silva, Pastor
The Rev. Adam McMillan, 

Parochial Vicar
(507) 465-8217

Sunday Mass: 11:00 a.m. 
SACRED HEART CATHOLIC

150 NE Second St. Hayfi eld
The Rev. Thomas Niehaus

(507) 477-2256
Sunday Mass: 10:30 a.m.

Reconciliation: Before Mass
Adoration: Tuesdays 9 to noon

ST. COLUMBANUS 
CATHOLIC PARISH

114 E. Main St., Blooming Prairie
The Rev. Thomas Niehaus

(507) 583-2784
stcolumbanuschurch.com

Reconciliation: 4:30 p.m. Saturday
Sunday Mass: Vigil 5:15 p.m. Saturday

and 8:30 a.m. Sunday.
Adoration: Mondays 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Offi ce hours: M-F, 9 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

CHURCH OF ALL SAINTS
307 First St. SW., New Richland

The Rev. Raul Silva, Pastor
The Rev. Adam McMillan,  

Parochial Vicar
(507) 465-8217

Sunday Mass: 9:15 a.m.
HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC 

CHURCH OF LITOMYSL
9946 SE 24th Ave., Owatonna
The Rev. John Sauer, Pastor

The Rev. Brian Sutton,
Parochial Vicar  
(507) 451-1588

www.litomysl.webs.com
Sunday Mass: 9:30 a.m.  
with Children’s Church

Reconciliation: after Mass 1st Sunday
Family Faith Formation and Adult 

Bible Study after Mass with noon 
potluck: 2nd Sunday of month 

Confi rmation class: 2nd Sunday and 
Wednesday evening 

SACRED HEART PARISH
810 S. Cedar Ave., Owatonna

The Rev. John Sauer
The Rev. Brian Sutton, 

Parochial Vicar
(507) 451-1588

www.sacredheartowatonna.org
Sunday Mass: Vigil 5 p.m. Saturday, 

7:30 a.m., 9 a.m., & 10:30 a.m. 
Spanish Mass: 1 p.m. Sunday

Daily Mass: 7:15 a.m.
Reconciliation: 4 p.m. Saturday

Adoration: Thursdays 9 a.m.- 10 p.m.

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC PARISH
512 S Elm, Owatonna

507-451-4845
Rev. Edward F. McGrath. Pastor

Deacon Patrick Fagan
Sunday Mass: Vigil Sat. 4 p.m.
8 a.m., 9:30 a.m. and 11 a.m.

Reconciliation 3-3:30 p.m. Saturday
Daily Mass Tues.-Sat. 8 a.m.

Adoration in Chapel - 24 hours each day

CHURCH OF CHRIST THE KING
205 NW Second Ave., Medford

(507) 451-6353
The Rev. Edward McGrath, 

Parochial Administrator
Sunday Mass: Vigil Saturday 5 p.m., 

10 a.m. Sunday
Monday Mass: 8 a.m.

CORPUS CHRISTI PARISH
Deerfi eld

507-451-4845
The Rev. Edward McGrath, 

Parochial Administrator
Sunday Mass 8:30 a.m. 
Easter thru Christmas

Winter at Christ the King, Medford

Christian

DESTINY CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Owatonna Campus

422 W. North Street, Owatonna
Pastors Sam and Cheri Benson

507-254-8514 www.destinycc.org
Service: 10 a.m. Sunday

Methodist

BLOOMING GROVE UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH
43089 180th St., Medford

(7 miles west of Medford on CR 23)
Pastor Cindy Kennedy

(507) 835-8726
Service: 10:45 a.m. Sunday

Sunday School: 9:45 a.m. Sunday
ELLENDALE UNITED 

METHODIST CHURCH
200 Sixth St. N.W., Ellendale

Pastor Randy Cirksena
(507) 684-2731

www.ellendaleumc.org
Services: 9:30 a.m. Sunday 

Free home style meal on the fi rst 
Sunday of the month through Dec. 

2016. Worship is at 10:30 a.m. 
followed by the free meal at 11:30 

a.m. All are welcome. 

OWATONNA UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

815 E. University, Owatonna
Loren Olson, Pastor

Linda Boorman, Associate Pastor
(507) 451-4734

www.owatonnaumc.org
Worship:  Sunday 9 a.m. & 10:45 

a.m.; Wednesday 6:30 p.m. 
Sunday School:  10 a.m.

Non-Denominational

BRIDGES OF HOPE- LANSING
26875 539th Ave., Lansing

Pastor Keith Haskell
507-215-2249

Addictions program- Fridays at 7 
p.m.

Worship service- Saturdays at 5 
p.m.

BRIDGES OF HOPE 
COMMUNITY CHURCH

303 North Cedar Ave, Owatonna, 
Pastor Keith Haskell

507-215-2249
Sundays 10:00 AM

enter through Owatonna Fit Lab 
CEDAR CREEK CHURCH
30 E. Main St. P.O. Box 224, 

Hayfi eld
Pastor Aaron de Neui

(507) 477-2255
www.cedarcreekchurch.org

Service: 10 a.m. Sunday

ELEVATION NORTH CHURCH 
2002 Austin Rd.

Pastor Doug Jones
(507) 363-3099

www.elevationnorth.blogspot.com
Sun 10 a.m. English Service

10:30 a.m. Service & Kids Zone 
2 p.m. Spanish Service
Wed. 7:00 Bible Study

Fri 7:00 Spanish Outreach

NEW BEGINNINGS
CHRISTIAN CHURCH

332 14th St. N.E., Owatonna
Pastor Scott Peterson

(507) 213-9194
Service: 10 a.m. Sunday
Bible: 7 p.m. Wednesday

DESTINY CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Owatonna Campus

422 W. North Street, Owatonna
Pastors Sam and Cheri Benson

507-254-8514
www.destinycc.org

Service: 10 a.m. Sunday

SIMPLE CHURCH
Pastor Todd Lundgren

507-451-5661
Sundays 9:30

Meeting in the Country Goods 
building across the 

freeway from Cabela’s.
Other gatherings? Please call.

Mennonite

PRAIRIE MENNONITE CHURCH
13638 750th St., Blooming Prairie

Dennis Martin
(507) 583-2081 & (507) 477-3216

Services: 7:30 p.m. Wednesday
and 10:30 a.m. Sunday 

Sunday School: 9:30 a.m. 

Mormon

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST 
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

404 31st St. N.W.,  Austin
Bishop Rick Bremner

(507) 433-9042
Service: 9 a.m.-10:10 a.m. 

Presbyterian

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH

109 E. Main St., Hayfi eld
Pastor Vanessa Syvertsen

(507) 477-2631
Service: 10 a.m. Sunday

Seventh-Day Adventist

SEVENTH-DAY 
ADVENTIST CHURCH

2373 Seventh Ave. N.E., Owatonna
Pastor Robert Brauer

(507) 340-7143
Service: 11 a.m. Saturday

Sabbath School: 9:30 a.m. Saturday

UCC

CONGREGATIONAL UNITED
CHURCH OF CHRIST

211 Main St. S., Medford
Pastor Louise Bender

(507) 451-4596
Confi rmation: 9 a.m. Sunday

Service: 10 a.m. Sunday
Sunday School: 10 a.m. Sunday

Assembly of God

VIBRANT LIFE 
ASSEMBLY OF GOD

702 Third St. S., Ellendale
Pastor Patrick Stitt

(507) 684-3421
Service: 10:30 a.m. Sunday

Sunday School: 9 a.m.
vibrantlifeag.com

Baptist

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
104 First Ave. N.E., 
Blooming Prairie

Pastor Matt Fennell
(507) 583-2673

Services: 6:30 p.m. Wednesday
and 10 a.m. & 11:30 a.m. Sunday

Sunday School: 9 a.m. Sunday

411 East Main Street
507-583-4431

Area Church Spotlight

Zion Lutheran Church, Ellendale 

507.256.4712
104 Central Ave. N., Geneva

Registered 
Showroom

We’ll treat your home 
as if it were our own.
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www.jagtours.com
         All of our tours depart from: Albert Lea, Austin, 
Rochester, Dexter, St Charles, Winona, and La Crosse, WI.       

All prices above based on double occupancy

   Call today for a detailed brochure or a current mailer.                       
507-529-8687 / 1-866-277-8687 Toll Free / Rochester, MN.

Mystery Tour..................Apr. 26-May 1...............$899

Best Of South Dakota....September 1-4..............$559
Oklahoma City...............August 17-21.................$769

Washington, DC.............April 9-16.....................$1189

Memphis/ Nashville......June 19-26...................$1189

• Guided tour of Gettysburg
• Gettysburg Battlefi eld  
• Guided city tour of D.C.  
• Arlington National Cemetery  
• Tomb of the Unknown Soldier  
• Changing of the Guard
• George Washington’s Home

• Tour of the Capitol   
• Embassy Row   
• The White House  
• Ford’s Theatre  
• Petersen House   
• Kennedy Center 
• National Cathedral

Memorials: 
World War II
Vietnam Wall
Korean
Iwo Jima
Lincoln
Roosevelt
Jeff erson

Canadian Rockies...........July 9-17.......................$1579

5 nights accommodations, 8 meals, att ractions and admissions.  
Are you looking for adventure?  Join us for 6 days of FUN and 
we will take care of the rest. Spring is a beautiful time of year.  
All you need to bring is your clothes and spending money. 

New York City................August 13-20...............$1619

Northwest Circle.............July 16-29.....................$2319
Winnipeg..........................August 6-11.................$1089

• Banff  National Park
• Jasper National Park
• Kootenay National Park
• Athabasca Glacier
• Glacier Snowcoach Ride
• Lake Louise
• Peyto Lake
• Sulpher Mountain

• Gondola Ride
• Calgary Olympic Park
• Calgary Stampede Park
• Calgary Rodeo
• Calgary Chuckwagon Races
• Stampede Spectacular             

Grandstand Show
• and much, much more!

Mackinac Island..............September 8-11............$619

The most innovative leader of senior housing and services, 
empowering individuals to live richer and fuller lives.

507-446-8334 • www.countrysideseniorliving.org • 650 El Dorado Street SE, Owatonna

Our Values
Service: We intensely focus on 
serving our customers and deliver-
ing what they want with excellence.

Innovation: We celebrate creativ-
ity and ingenuity, anticipate change, 
and understand that respon-
sible risk is essential to delivering 
cutting-edge products and services.

Spirituality: We honor our faith-
based heritage by creating welcom-
ing, inclusive communities that 
nurture and support the spiritual 
needs of the people we serve.

Wellness: We believe that physi-
cal, intellectual, spiritual, social, 
emotional, and vocational growth is 
essential to wellness.

507-446-5855 • www.brooksowatonna.org • 2480 St Paul Rd, Owatonna
What we offer
Spacious Apartments: Each 
residence features a full kitchen, 
including a range, refrigerator, 
living room, bedroom, private bath 
with a shower unit, ample closet 
space and a 24-hour response 
system.

Social, Leisure and Spiritual 
Choices: Enjoy our grand 
fireplace room for taking classes, 

watching a musical recital and 
participating in other enriching 
activities.

Safe, Worry Free Living: Tired 
of shoveling and keeping up your 
yard? Don’t worry. We provide 
all maintenance, landscaping and 
snow removal.

Healthcare professionals are on 
duty 24 hours per day to assist you 
with any healthcare needs.

Stop in and visit our way of Living.
We look forward to meeting you.
A catered living community that you’ll be proud to call home. 
Catered living provides independent living and assisted living.

Contact Kelly Maas 507-461-9277  
or kellymaas@ecumen.org

Schedule a 
tour today

Affordable Family Dining  
Daily Specials • Freshly Baked Pies  

Home Cooked Food

451-2585 
1011 Hoffman Drive, 

Owatonna
Open daily 

5 a.m. - 9 p.m.

10% with this coupon
Any Purchase

Visit us at www.kernelrestaurant.com

COUPONOFF10%
Expires 3-31-16 

Not valid with any other offers. 

Vibrant Living For 
Individuals 55 & Older 
at a Reasonable Price

 2 bedroom apartment 
home available now for 

purchase at $33,277 

Cable TV • Single-Level 
Convenience • Wifi Internet

Call Jon Arnett @ 455-3735 for a tour
235 22nd St. SE • Owatonna

Senior driver safety resources
After she pondered the fact 

that she learned how to drive as 
a teenager, 72-year-old Marjorie 
Butler Norrie signed up for the 
AARP Driver Safety Program 
refresher course.

“We think that we’re driv-
ing like we used to drive, but 
[I learned] our reactions have 
slowed down so much, not real-
izing that we don’t react as well 
as we used to,” says Butler Nor-
rie, who resides in Wenatchee, 
Wash.

In the class, Butler Norrie 
learned about senior driver safe-
ty and age-related changes that 
can affect her driving abilities. 
Perhaps these shifts are why she 
had already begun to limit her 
driving. She rarely travels on 
big city freeways, and she didn’t 
drive for a month last winter, 
saying snowy conditions kept 
her off the road.

This self-restriction and self-
assessment are common and 
healthy practices for older driv-
ers. Examining your own driv-
ing profi ciency can keep you 

safe. After age 75, the risk of 
being in a collision increases 
for every mile a person drives, 
according to the Insurance Insti-
tute for Highway Safety. Statis-
tically, this age group falls just 
below teenagers for the number 
of fatal crashes. Although this 
ominous fact is linked to an 
older person’s ability to endure 
injury, older drivers-and their 
loved ones-need to pay atten-
tion to driving skills and make 
the appropriate adjustments, 
whether that means adapting 
their driving habits or hanging 
up their car keys for good.

A SELF-ASSESSMENT 
TOOL

The AAA Roadwise Review, 
available on CD-ROM from 
AAA.com, measures functional 
abilities shown to be the stron-
gest predictors of crash risk 
among older drivers:

• Leg strength and general 
mobility

• Head/neck fl exibility
• High- and low-contrast vi-

sual acuity
• Working memory
• Visualization of missing in-

formation
• Visual search
• Useful fi eld of view

AGE-RELATED CHANGES

As people age, the following 
can affect their driving abilities 
and impact senior driver safety:

• Vision and Hearing 
Loss

Vision declines with age due 
to physiologic changes and 
to diseases such as glaucoma. 
Regular hearing check-ups 
are imperative, since safe 
driving means hearing emer-
gency sirens, honking, and 
sounds such as bells at rail-
road crossing.
• Cognition
When you drive, you need to 
integrate several skills at the 
same time, including mem-
ory, visual processing, and 
attention. Both our speed of 
processing and judgment can 
become impaired, jeopardiz-

ing driving skills.
• Motor Function
As people age, their joints be-
come stiffer, muscles weaken 
and fl exibility lessens. Turn-
ing your head to view traffi c, 
using the steering wheel, and 
operating the gas and brake 
pedals can become more dif-
fi cult.
• Medications
Certain medications can re-
duce driving skills, including 
antihistamines, sleep aids, and 
medications for depression, 
diabetes, and pain reduction. 
Always ask your doctor how 
new medications will affect 
your driving.
• Medical Conditions
ALS, Alzheimer’s disease, 
dementia and memory disor-
ders, diabetes, head trauma, 
high- or low-blood pressure, 
multiple sclerosis, nervous 
system disorders, Parkinson’s 
disease, severe arthritis, se-
vere elderly depression, sleep 
disorders, stroke effects, sur-
gery after effects, thyroid dis-
ease, and the use of medical 
devices including automatic 
defi brillators and pacemakers.
But age also reaps experi-

ence. “Older drivers have wis-
dom that may make them much 
better drivers. Teenagers don’t 
have years of driving behind 
them,” says Lissa Kapust, the 
Clinical Coordinator of Drive-
Wise, a driving fi tness evalua-
tion program at Boston’s Beth 
Israel Deaconess Medical Cen-
ter. “Older drivers who do self-
monitoring-if they are tired or 
the weather is bad-this can be 
a critical factor in maintaining 
safety.”

DRIVING CLASSES

Taking a class is a good way 
to assess your own skills and 
stay safe on the road. Elderly 
resources like the AARP Driver 
Safety Program refresher course 
is the fi rst and largest course 
created for adults 50 and older. 
The 8-hour low-cost course is 
usually taught in two four-hour 
sessions, or people can complete 
an online course in a 30-day 
timeframe (call toll-free at (888) 
227-7669). Upon completion, 
most auto insurance companies 
provide a discount. “We assess 
our health from time to time; we 
should assess our driving from 

time to time and make adjust-
ments based on our assessment 
of our own driving,” says Brian 
Greenberg, Coordinator for the 
AARP Driver Safety Program. 
“Just think of it as a driver tune-
up.”

The class looks at 15 warning 
signals that might mean a person 
should limit or stop driving. Ac-
cording to Greenberg, the fol-
lowing fi ve warning signs signal 
the need for a formal driving as-
sessment:

1. Frequent dents or scrapes 
on the car or on fences, ga-
rage doors, curbs, etc.

2. More traffi c tickets or 
warnings in the last year or 
two

3. Having crashes, minor ac-
cidents, or almost crashing

4. Trouble paying attention 
to or missing signals, road 
signs, and pavement mark-
ings

5. Diffi culty staying in the 
lane of travel or changing 
lanes

507-413-6800

1805 Austin Road • Owatonna, MN • www.birchwoodcottagesmn.com

Our residents are  
encouraged to 

engage in:
Reminiscing 

Sensory Stimulation  
Favorite games 

Story-telling 
Music 

 Pet Therapy 
and much more

Birchwood Cottages is committed to 
respecting the path of life and all that 

the aging process may bring.

Our specialty is 

Memory Loss • Dementia • Alzheimer’s

People ~ Purpose ~ Passion

We believe that those with memory loss 
cope best in a home that specializes  

in memory care



By ANNA SEGNER
County Staff Writer

   
There was a lot riding on 

the Owatonna High School’s 
adapted fl oor hockey team 
during their last playoff game 
against the Mounds View/Iron-
dale/Roseville Rams on Thurs-
day, March 3. Their win earned 
them the south’s fi rst seed at the 
state tournament.

The Huskies pulled through 
with a 13-4 win against the 
Rams, but the game was a nail-
biter at the start. 

Within the fi rst three min-
utes, the Rams scored a goal. It 
was not until the last three min-
utes of the fi rst period that the 
Husky side of the scoreboard 
started to light up. 

Zach Sencer (grade 10 and 
#17) shot the fi rst goal with 
assistance from #6, Taylor Ha-
gen. The fan section, packed 
with Husky fans, shared in a 
unifi ed sigh of relief when the 

puck slammed into the goal. 
Sencer was unstoppable after 

his fi rst goal, as he continued 
to score three more goals in the 
last three minutes of the fi rst 
period. 

As the game went on, Sencer 
scored two more points for a 
total of six goals. Senior Alex 
Burns was on fi re for the last 
half of the game, as he scored 
seven goals total. He received 
assistance from #12 Elizabeth 
Crawford (senior) on at least 
three of his goals. 

Husky fans went wild at the 
sound of the game end, and it 
was announced that the OHS 
adapted fl oor hockey was going 
to state.

The players were ecstatic as 
they fi st pumped, hugged their 
teammates, and thrusted their 
sticks in the air. 

After the game, Sencer ad-
mitted that he was happy with 
the teamwork that went on dur-
ing the game. “We used the 
same strategies that we always 

do by passing and all that,” he 
said. “I think it went well.” 

For state, he said that they 
have a lot of practicing to do, 
but for the most part, they 
would stick with what they do 
best: teamwork. 

Assistant Coach CW Wolfe 
said that, once the team picked 
up the pace during the game, 
they were good to go. “I don’t 
know if they were fi ghting 
some nerves with all the people 
here tonight, but it was a slow 
start,” said Wolfe. “After that 
fi rst goal, I think they settled in 
more.”

Wolfe said that as the team 
prepares for state, they are go-
ing to be working on strategies 
to pick up the pace faster and 
right away in the game. “At 
state, we won’t be able to afford 
that,” he said

The team will play their fi rst 
game in the state tournament on 
Friday, March 11 at 8 p.m. in 
Bloomington against the Jets, 
the fourth seed from the north. 
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OWATONNA ADAPTED FLOOR HOCKEY 

OHS adapted fl oor hockey is state bound

Owatonna High School adapted fl oor hockey goalie #22 Nolan 
Engebretson stops the puck just before it snuck into the goal. 
He had a number of saves at the playoff game on March 3 
against the Mounds View/Irondale/Roseville Rams.

Staff  photos by Anna Segner
The Owatonna Husky fan section was alive on the evening of March 3, the night that the Owatonna High School adapted fl oor hockey team won their ticket to the 
state tournament.

One of the weaknesses of 
the basketball girls this season 
proved to be the absence of a 
pure shooter. That weakness 
became abundantly clear in the 
loss to Lyle-Pacelli in the sub-
section semi-fi nals last week. 
To make matters even tougher, 
the girls picked this game to 
shoot their lowest percentage 
of the year. No team would be 
able to win with that type of 
shooting, despite a pretty tough 
defense devised by Coach John 
Bruns and implemented by the 
team.

Despite the fact that the 
girls shot so poorly from both 
the court and the free throw 
line, Blooming Prairie High 
School (BPHS) fans have to 
judge the season a success.  A 
15-11 winning record is a great 
accomplishment, especially 
considering the fact the team 
had to operate this year after the 
graduation of two of the best 
basketball girls to come out of 
the local school. 

Although the three seniors on 
the team will be sorely missed 
next season, there is talent 
returning. Five juniors and four 
sophomores return to the var-
sity team, and those girls will 
provide a good nucleus upon 
which to build. The cupboard 
certainly is not bare for girls’ 
basketball. A last tip of the hat 
this week goes to the basketball 
girls. Their determination their 
coachability and their team play 
earned them a winning record 
and a measure of respect from 
all their fans. Well done, girls!

On the subject of local sports, 
the absence of a second sports 
writer until later this month has 
dictated that the Times will not 
be doing a spring sports tab this 
year.  However, we will still 
write some season previews for 
the various sports to be included 
in the regular sports pages, and 
we encourage readers to watch 
for them as they appear. Spring 
sports practices begin on Mar. 
14 and Mar. 21, and previews 
will follow shortly.  

My bad!
I take pride in being as cor-

rect as possible in my writing, 
but last week I made an unfor-
givable mistake in an article I 
wrote for the Progress Edition 
of the paper. In an article on the 
local U.S. Bank branch, I stated 
that Branch Manager Becky 
Josephson was dealing with 
cancer. That was a mistake. 

 Recent contact made
I always enjoy connecting 

with former student or acquain-
tances, as that is one of the 
perks in my capacity as a writer 
of this column. Sometimes, 
the contact is a real surprise. 
Two weeks ago I had an email 
letter from Keith Phillips, a 
1972 BPHS graduate. That was 
the last year I served as the 
high school Principal, and he 
informed me that he liked me, 
as he had never been sent to the 
offi ce.  Faint praise, but readily 
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Outside the 
lines

Another 
season 
ends

Huskies defeat Rams 13-4 last Thursday at home 

Owatonna High School adapted fl oor hockey Assistant Coach CW Wolfe shares in celebration with the team 
after the successful end of the fi rst period.  To the right, Alex Burns  (#21) and Zach Sencer (#17) share in the 
excitement.

Zach Sencer (#17) gave his all at the playoff  game on 
March 3 against the Mounds View/Irondale/Roseville 
Rams.



accepted.
Keith informed me that he is 

presently recovering from ma-
jor hematoma surgery, but was 
getting along pretty well now. 
He also told me a little about 
his life after high school. Keith 
got into the radio business and 
began his broadcasting career 
at the same Rochester station 
at which another BPHS grade, 
Randy Trom, also worked.  
Keith then moved to Nebraska 
for a time, but eventually came 
back to a station in Worthing-
ton.

He left that station shortly 
before it went out of business 
and moved to Texas, where he 
has lived ever since. He also 
included with his letter a short 
story that he had been work-
ing on. He hoped to polish 
the story and then, with his 
daughter, who is a painter, col-
laborate on a children’s book. 
I wished him the best of luck 
with his medical recovery and 
his writing attempt. I always 
enjoy bringing up the past in 
the form of communication 
with former students. 

Around the town
Thursday a capacity crowd 

of bingo players will con-
gregate to play Ham Bingo.  
Twenty-fi ve games will be 
played, and several other 
surprises are in store. This is 
according to Cancer Group 
member Cheri Krejci. All 
profi ts will go to the local fund 
and will be available to assist 
current cancer victims in this 
community. The event is just 
one more in along list of proj-
ects by that worthy volunteer 
group, and they deserve a tip of 
the hat for that.

Next Saturday, the BPHS 
FFA chapter will hold its an-
nual toy show in the local high 
school. This is great family 
entertainment for anyone inter-
ested in old and new farm toys. 
Other activities will be offered 
as well, and this should be a 
great family outing.

It also is not too early to 
start thinking about the annual 
Education Foundation Auction 
slated for Saturday, April 2. 
This community has three spe-
cial fund-raising extravaganzas 
each year: the Cancer Group 
auction, the Boys & Girls Club 
Bash and the Ed. Foundation 
Auction. The three events bring 
more than $100,000 into many 

funded projects for the com-
munity.

Quite a few donations 
have already come in for the 
Foundation Auction, and it 
should be another great day 
and evening for local residents 
to participate in. These and the 
announcement that plans are 
already underway for the big 
Fourth of July celebration just 
offers further proof that this 
community has very few weeks 
without one, or several, activi-
ties in progress.

Spring in this community, 
like in all others in the state, 
signals the beginning of spring 
sports at the local school, but 
also an optimistic outlook for 
our Minnesota Twins. Hope-
fully, they can improve a little 
on last year’s surprising record 
and make the playoffs this 
year. We will keep our fi ngers 
crossed. 

Let’s close with something to 
ponder: The minimum outpa-
tient treatment for a pessimist 
is to start each day with a smile 
and get it over with. We’ll talk 
again.
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Sports

OUTSIDE THE LINES
Continued from Page 1B

  Ladies Bowling League

                                                 Won       Lost

Kosters’ Kar Corner                    18      10
Epic Contracting                         15      13
J&H Liquor/Dairy Queen            14      14
F & M Bank                                 13     15
DOE                                   12      16
Pizza Cellar/Cue Co.                  12     16

HIGH  TEAM (scratch)  
F & M Bank                                          581

HIGH TEAM (handicap)
Epic Contracting                                  536

HIGH TEAM SERIES (Scratch)
F & M Bank                                       1637

HIGH TEAM SERIES (Handicap)
J&H Liquor/Dairy Queen                   1503

HIGH GAME INDIVIDUAL
1.  Joann Nielsen                                185
2.  Becky Noble                                   181

HIGH SERIES INDIVIDUAL
1. Joann Nielsen                                  487
2. Becky Noble                                    435

Week 7

HAM

7 pm • Pizza Cellar Party Room
EvEryonE WElcomE!

Sponsored by: Robyn & Craig Kruckeberg
All Proceeds to B.P. Cancer Group
5-1C3 #27-1252726

Daffodil Days 
begin March 6th!
Available at Bingo!

25 
GamesGamesGames25 

Hams

Thursday, March 10

Blooming Prairie
Cancer Group

Panthers move on
By LEMAR NELSON

Staff Writer

Lyle-Pacelli took advantage 
of some frigid shooting by the 
Blooming Prairie girls to sail 
past the Blossoms 54-27 at the 
Rochester Civic Auditorium on 
Monday, Feb. 29. 

The semi-fi nal victory for 
the Athletics moved them into 
the sub-section fi nals against 
No. 1 ranked Goodhue. It also 
marked the sixth season in a 
row in which the locals had 
reached the sub-section semi-
fi nals.

Blooming Prairie (BP) shot 
just 10 percent from the fi eld 
in the fi rst half, and trailed 21-3 
with just over six minutes left 
in the fi rst frame. Lyle-Pacelli 
(LP) also proved a little cold at 
the start, but Courtney Walters’ 
three treys helped the winners 
to a 27-9 lead at the break. The 
second half didn’t get much 
better for BP, as senior Sarah 
Holtz and Kristi Fett took over 
the scoring.

“In spite of the fi nal score,” 
remarked Coach John Bruns, 
“we did some things well. We 
did a god job of controlling the 
tempo, and we defended pretty 
well, until we wore down at the 
end. We just couldn’t put the 
ball in the hoop.”

Lyle-Pacelli shot 37 percent 
for the game on 19 of 51 at-
tempts, while the Blossoms 
made just 19 percent on 8 of 
42 tries. What also hurt was the 
fact that the losing team shot 
just 44 percent from the free 
throw line. Holtz, who counted 
her 2,000th point during the 
game, led all scorers with 18 
points. Walters fi nished with 
15 points, including four three-
pointers, and the 6’4” sopho-
more Fett chipped in 14.    Lau-
ren Larkoski had eight points to 
lead BP, while Kalyn Naatz and 
Kylie Forystek added six and 
fi ve points.

LP had a wide edge in re-
bounding 46 to 24, with Holtz 
pulling down 11 for the win-
ners.  Three Blossoms had four 
rebounds each for the Blos-
soms. Forystek handed out two 
assists and had four steals for 
BP. The locals had 20 turnovers 
in the game, as well.

“We fi nished the season 15-
11”, concluded Coach Bruns,  
“and that was pretty good, 
considering we began the sea-
son with very little experience 
returning. The girls, however, 
were very coachable, and we 
made good progress in keeping 
BP basketball strong.” Han-
nah Ahrens, Lauren Larkoski 
and Kalyn Naatz, the three se-
niors, played their last game as 
a Blossom.

Staff  fi le photos by Laura Berndt
Blooming Prairie senior Kalyn Naatz passes the ball to her teammate, senior Lauren Larkoski 
(#10) earlier this season in Blooming Prairie. The team just brought the 2015-16 season to a 
close with a semi-fi nal game against Lyle-Pacelli last Monday evening. 

By LEMAR NELSON
Staff Writer

In a tough defensive battle 
all the way, New Richland-
Hartland-Ellendale-Geneva 
(NRHEG) girls edged Blue 
Earth Area 44-41 at Mankato 
East High School Thursday, 
Mar.3.  The win advanced the 
Panthers to a date against  
Waterville-Elysian-Morris-
town (WEM) on Monday, Mar. 
7.

The Blue Earth Area Bucs 
intended to slow the pace of 
the game down, and their bet-
ter rebounding made that in-
tention possible. The game 
was close the whole time, with 
neither team able to mount any 
kind of scoring streak. Blue 
Earth Area shot 37 percent 
from the fi eld, and the Pan-
thers hit just 31 percent.

“We knew Blue Earth would 
try to slow the game down”, 

remarked Coach Onika Pe-
terson,  “and they rebounded 
well, too. We weren’t really 
able to push the ball down the 
fl oor because of that. We were 
hoping to run the fl oor a bit 
better than we did.”  

Rachel Collins and Kayley 
Camerer led the individual 
scoring for the Panthers with 
12 points each and Maddie 
Wagner chipped in nine. She 
also pulled down six rebounds, 
handed out four assists and 
had two steals. Marnie Wag-
ner dished out two assists, and 
stole the ball twice on defense.

“I’m very proud of the girls,” 
concluded Coach Peterson. 
“They put the time into prac-
tice, and they battled in this 
game, as well as all season. We 
are excited to meet Waterville-
Elysian-Morristown for a third 
time.” The current record for 
the Panthers improved to 22-6 
for the year.

Athletics uproot Blossoms

Kylie Forystek moves the ball up the court during the sub-section game against the Southland 
Rebels, held earlier this season. 



and paraphernalia, $381, 2 days in 
county jail and 6 months of unsu-
pervised probation; Jessica L. Cole, 
22, Owatonna, speeding, $141; 
Melissa D. Czenkus, 27, Ellendale, 
suspended license, $281; Joshua R. 
Drabek, 26, Owatonna, revoked li-
cense, $281; 

Vincent F. Guggisberg, 23, Owa-
tonna, suspended license and no in-
surance, $481; Matthew R. Hager, 
26, Owatonna, revoked license and 
no insurance, $481; Bradley D. 
Houser, 42, suspended license and 
no insurance, $481; Alexandria M. 
Jones-Orr, 27, Shakopee, revoked 
license, $281; Abigail E. King, 21, 
theft, $181; 

Kelli D. Kryzer, 44, Faribault, 
invalid license and improper infor-
mation on license, $282, 6 days of 
unsupervised probation; Adreana 
M. Laabs, 22, Armstrong, IA, open 
bottle, $181; Timothy C. Lange, 27, 
Britt, IA, revoked license and stop 
sign, $331; Jennifer L. Langton, 42, 
Owatonna, suspended license and 
no insurance, $481; 

Rosendo Luna, 19, Waseca, shop-
lifting, $191; Clifford J. Marshall, 
23, Owatonna, domestic assault, 
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In Minnesota, if you are 
around anyone that works for a 
sheriff’s offi ce, they will like-
ly correct you if you refer to 
them as a sheriff’s department.  
They’ll tell you it’s a sheriff’s 
offi ce – not department.  

When I worked as a civilian 
for the Rochester Police Depart-
ment in its Crime Prevention 
Unit, I had the opportunity to 
see then Olmsted County Sheriff 
Steve Borchardt (now retired) 
correct many people on this, in 
his own thoughtful and eloquent 
way. 

A department is run by an 
appointed offi cial (i.e. Police 
Chief) – not an offi ce by an 
elected offi cial. An appointed 
offi cial is selected by an inter-
view/selection process conduct-
ed by other appointed offi cials.  
Appointed offi cials usually an-
swer to another appointed offi -
cial, who answers to more layers 
of administration that separate 
that appointed offi cial from the 

public they serve. This system 
of layers often encourages the 
appointed offi cial to value their 
relationship with their superior 
over their relationship with their 
staff and citizens they serve (i.e. 
self-preservation).  

Certainly there are intelligent 
and responsible appointed offi -
cials that would argue this point 
including the police chiefs in 
our county who do a great job 
– it is not an all-inclusive point 
of view.  This is, however, why 
we hear about police chiefs that 
acquiesce to “sanctuary cities” – 
because the elected offi cials to 
whom they report require that of 
them to keep their jobs.  This is 
why we hear about police chiefs 
bending to political or activist 
group demands – because the 
people they answer to are often 
blinded by political correctness 
and all too often make emotional 
decisions about law enforcement 
issues they have no understand-
ing of.  

An elected offi cer like a sher-
iff, is not insulated from the 
citizens by multiple layers of 
government – they don’t answer 
to a county board or county su-
pervisors. They have a direct 
relationship and are personally 
responsible to each and every 
citizen in his/her county.  This 
direct relationship with the citi-
zens is by virtue of the vote.  The 

months long electoral process is 
a much more rigorous selection 
process than any interview or 
application process and creates 
in the candidate a very defi nite 
belief that they are personally 
connected to and responsible to 
the citizens that selected them.

This is why you see sheriffs 
speaking out on behalf of their 
citizens on matters of gun rights, 
sanctuary cities, and other is-
sues. The elected sheriff who has 
survived the electoral process is 
acutely aware of who they an-
swer to, and it’s the citizens of 
the county - not some other offi -
cial or board.   This relationship 
becomes very personal.  That is 
why you see sheriffs at commu-
nity meetings, council meetings, 
township meetings, commu-
nity festivals, parades, etc. - not 
simply to be seen and meet and 
greet but because when the sher-
iff is out amongst them, he/she 
is personally accessible to their 
citizens - accessible/available/

responsible. That is why you’ll 
see sheriffs go to fatality scenes, 
meet with families, and even at-
tend funerals....because it is per-
sonal.

Retired Sheriff Don Gud-
mundson (who served in Fill-
more, Dakota, and Steele coun-
ties) is another retired sheriff 
whom I have great respect for. 
He would remind citizens when 
discussing his offi ce, that it’s 
“the peoples’ offi ce.”  He would 
explain that the people had sim-
ply trusted the offi ce to his tem-
porary keeping as sheriff.  

Being elected to the offi ce of 
sheriff implies a level of person-
al trust that exceeds that of the 
appointed offi cial. The elected 
offi cer is not an “employee” 
fi lling a job; rather, they are an 
offi cer serving a public offi ce. 
This is by no means meant to 
minimize the importance of ap-
pointed chiefs, just to explain 
the difference between the two 
– the sheriff’s offi ce is all about 

personal trust that is borne of the 
electoral process.

“A public offi ce is a public 
trust.”  This means that sher-
iffs, as public offi cers, must at 
all times be accountable to the 
people, serve them with utmost 
responsibility, integrity, loyalty 
and effi ciency, and act with pa-
triotism and justice.  

So the next time you hear 
someone say sheriff’s depart-
ment, you can now share with 
them why it’s not a department, 
it’s an offi ce – it’s the peoples’ 
sheriff’s offi ce.  

 
Your Sheriff,
Scott 

Scott Rose has been sheriff 
of Dodge County since Janu-
ary 2015. His column appears 
in the Independent monthly. 
His columns are also available 
on the Dodge County Sheriff’s 
Offi ce website in the Sheriff’s 
Blog section.

Public Safety Blotter spotlight: 
Drugs. Drug activity was reported in the 700 block of Bridge St. W. at 6:52 p.m. on Feb. 29 in Owatonna. Police made 
an arrest at the scene.

SHERIFF’S TIPLINE

866-878-7964
If you have information about 
any crimes in Steele County, 

call the sheriff’s tipline. 
You may remain anonymous. 

POLICE BLOTTER
Steele County

Blooming Prairie Police
Feb. 27
Crash. Paramedics and offi cers 

responded to a crash with injuries in 
the city at 7:15 a.m. 

Owatonna Police
Feb. 26
Theft. Vehicles were reported 

stolen from the 2200 block of Aus-
tin Rd. SE at 9:51 a.m. and 11:06 
a.m. 

Domestic. Police responded to 
a domestic disturbance in the 200 
block of Woodland Dr. SE at 3:20 
p.m. They made an arrest at the 
scene. 

Shoplifting. At 4:20 p.m., offi cer 
made a shoplifting arrest in the 100 
block of Broadway St. W. 

Child Protection. Offi cer took 
a child protection report in the 100 
block of Hickory Lane NE at 5:46 
p.m. 

Feb. 27
Arrest. At 8:36 a.m., police made 

an arrest following a traffi c stop in 
the 1100 block of Frontage Rd. W. 

Weapon. Shots were heard fi red 
in the 1600 block of 8th Ave. NE at 
9:56 a.m. 

Feb. 28
Shoplifting. Shoplifting inci-

dents occurred in the 1100 block 
of Frontage Rd. W. at 12:58 p.m. 
and 2:30 p.m. and in the 300 block 
of Mineral Springs Rd. NE at 3:48 
p.m. 

Feb. 29
Vandalism. Offi cers received a 

property damage report in the 100 
block of Park Square W. 

Fraud. A citizen reported being 
the victim of a fraud incident in the 
2400 block of Bridge St. W. at 11:49 

‘A public offi  ce is a public trust’

a.m. 
Animal. Police responded to an 

animal call in the 1700 block of 
Mosher Ave. SW at 3:21 p.m. 

Drugs. Drug activity was report-
ed in the 700 block of Bridge St. W. 
at 6:52 p.m. Police made an arrest 
at the scene. 

March 1
Theft. A vehicle was reported 

stolen from the 1500 block of 
Woodlawn Ave. NE at 8:27 p.m. 

Juvenile. Police received a juve-
nile complaint from the 300 block 
of Main St. E. at 1:12 p.m. 

Shoplifting. Offi cer issued a ci-
tation for shoplifting in the 1400 
block of 21st Ave. NW at 6:03 p.m. 

Burglary. At 11:22 p.m., police 
began an investigation of a burglary 
in the 1600 block of St. Paul Rd. 
NE. 

March 2
Suspicion. Police responded to 

a suspicious activity report in the 
3600 block of Hoffman Dr. NW at 
6:50 a.m. 

Theft. A citizen reported that his 
identity had been stolen from the 
500 block of Mineral Springs Rd. 
NE at 12:58 p.m. 

Shoplifting. Offi cers responded 
to a shoplifting incident in the 1100 
block of Frontage Rd. W. 

Assault. At 9:25 p.m., police 
responded to an assault in the 100 
block of Pearl St. W. An adult was 
arrested. 

March 3
Theft. Offi cer took a report of a 

stolen vehicle in the 1300 block of 
State Ave. NW at 8:14 a.m. 

Predatory Offender. At 1:10 
p.m., police took a report of a pred-
atory offender violation in the 200 
block of Pearl St. E. 

Shoplifting. Offi cer arrested a 
subject for shoplifting in the 2100 
block of Bridge St. W. at 7:22 p.m. 

Steele County Sheriff
Feb. 26
Arrest. At 3:21 a.m., deputy ar-

rested a motorist at Bridge St. W. 
and interstate 35. 

Domestic. Deputies responded to 
a domestic disturbance in the 7400 
block of Hwy. 14 E. at 6:32 p.m. 

Feb. 27
Property. Stolen property was 

recovered in the 6700 block of 38th 
St. SW at 4:16 p.m.  

Feb. 29
Restraining Order. Deputies re-

sponded to a violation of a restrain-
ing order at 69th St. NW and Inter-
state 35 at 7:21 a.m. 

March 1
Theft. A vehicle was reported 

stolen from the 2800 block of Dane 
Rd. at 9:34 p.m. 

Disturbance. Deputies respond-
ed to a noise complaint in the 2300 
block of 44th Ave. SE at 6:30 p.m. 

Fraud. At 7:16 p.m., a citizen 
reported being the victim of a fraud 
incident in the 200 block of 1st St. 
SE. 

Arrest. Deputy arrested a motor-
ist at Maple Ave. NE and Vine St. E. 
at 7:58 p.m. 

March 2
Traffi c. At 1:43 a.m., deputy 

made a traffi c stop at 46th St. NW 
and Frontage Rd. W. An adult was 
arrested. 

Theft. Deputy took a theft report 
in the 6200 block of Frontage Rd. 
W. at 11:59 a.m. 

March 3
Restraining Order. Deputies re-

sponded to a restraining order viola-
tion at the jail at 9:10 p.m. 

Steele County
COURT NEWS

PUBLIC SAFETY
Continued on Page 4B
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  Disclosing active warrants promotes

 public safety and aids in the identifi cation & 

apprehension of those individuals wanted on a warrant.

                 
                  

  Disclosing active warrants promotes

 public safety and aids in the identifi cation & 

apprehension of those individuals wanted on a warrant.

     ACTIVE    
    WARRANTS

The following individuals as they have active warrants in Steele County.
The sheriff makes this information available as a public service.

Vanessa Cardenas – theft, shoplifting - $300 bail
Antonio Cardona – criminal damage - $200 bail
Abel Castellano – DWI - $1,000 bail
Jose Castillo – DWI - $1,000 bail
Mary Castleberry – DWI - $750 bail
Coj Castral – domestic abuse - $1,000 bail
Alan Castro – domestic assault – no bail
Ivan Castro – invalid license - $500 bail
Peter Caudillo – burglary – no bail

Noe Cavazos – DWI – no bail
La De Felipe Cerda – DWI - $750 bail
Vishal Chaturgun – sale of tobacco to minor - 
$1,000 bail
Efrain Chavarria Jr. – assault - $500 bail
Melvin Cisneros – DWI - $700 bail
Scott Clark – no insurance - $2,000 bail
Jamal Cobb-Ferba – domestic assault - $30,000 bail
Joaquin Colin – disorderly conduct - $500 bail

Calvin Collier – assault - $1,000 bail
James Collingwood – worthless check - $2,000 bail
Stephen Collingwood – worthless check - $2,000 
bail  

Third person dies in 218 crash
By RICK BUSSLER 

Publisher

A third person has died in the head-on crash on 
U.S. Highway 218 outside of Blooming Prairie 
last month.

Paul Ingvaldson, 79, of Blooming Prairie, died 
Friday at Prairie Manor Care Center in Bloom-
ing Prairie from injuries suffered in the crash that 
killed a father and young son.

Karl Erickson, 43, of Austin and his 9-year-old 
son, Elijah, were killed instantly in the crash. Er-
ickson was driving a vehicle that crashed head-on 
with Ingvaldson’s van around 6:45 a.m. on Feb. 5. 
Ingvaldson was airlifted from the scene with seri-
ous injuries. After being hospitalized, he had been 
transferred to the care center in recent weeks for 
recovery when he died.

Sgt. Troy Christianson of the State Patrol said 
the crash will be categorized as a “triple fatality.” 

He said anytime someone 
dies within 30 days of a crash, 
they are included as a fatality 
to the crash. If the death oc-
curs beyond 30 days, it is not 
considered to be a part of the 
crash, he added.

Ingvaldson’s death will 
bring the number of crash fa-
talities in Minnesota to 57 for 
this year. In comparison, there 
were 38 fatals in 2015 at this 

time. 
The State Patrol will continue its investigation 

into the crash, according to Christianson. He said 
the investigation could take as long as six months. 
Because both drivers have died, the results of the 
investigation will not go to the county attorney as 
previously reported.

Ingvaldson

Grand jury indicts man on sex charges
By RICK BUSSLER 

Publisher

In an unusual step, a Steele County Grand 
Jury has indicted a man on four counts of crimi-
nal sexual conduct. And if he’s convicted, he 
will spend the rest of his life in prison.

Kevin Christopher Fils, 35, faces two counts 
of fi rst-degree and a pair of second-degree 
criminal sexual conduct charges. The grand 
jury’s indictment was fi led March 1 in Steele 
County District Court.

The indictment alleges that Fils engaged in 
sexual contact with a person under the age of 
13 and Fils was more than 36 months older. The 
alleged incident happened on March 6, 2015 in 
Steele County.

No specifi cs of the allegations were detailed in 
the indictment.  

Because Fils has two previous sex offense 

convictions, he faces a man-
datory penalty of life in pris-
on on the newest charge. The 
possibility of the life sentence 
is the reason why the case 
fi rst went to a grand jury.

He appeared in court last 
week and the judge set bail at 
$750,000 without conditions 
and $500,000 with condi-
tions. 

Fils’ last known address 
was in St. Paul, but he was most recently locked 
up in Anoka County Detention Center. He was 
arrested in February for violating requirements 
of the predatory offender registry. Fils has a 
lengthy criminal history with violent crimes 
committed in Hennepin County.

Fils

The following case was heard 
in Steele County District Court the 

week of Feb. 22 – 26 with Judge Jo-
seph A. Bueltel presiding: 

Sok K. Moek, 29, Vadnais 
Heights, previously appeared and 
was convicted of felony posses-
sion of controlled substance. Moek 
was sentenced to $1,081, 90 days 
in county jail, no possession of fi re-
arms, no alcohol or controlled sub-
stance use, do not enter liquor estab-
lishments, 100 hours of community 
service and 5 years of supervised 
probation. 

The following misdemeanors and 
petty misdemeanors were heard in 
Steele County District Court the 
week of Feb. 22 – 26: 

MN State Patrol
Rochester

Ahamd H. Ayyad, 27, Wallington, 
NJ, speeding, $141; Jessica L. Cain, 
27, Brookfi eld, WI, speeding, $121; 
Marquel R. Drane, 39, Maywood, 
IL, speeding and revoked license, 
$341; Bailee J. Firchau, 24, Sher-
burn, expired registration, $111; 

Gregory D. Idso, 30, Owatonna, 
speeding, revoked license and no in-
surance, $521; Paul S. Kim, 38, Des 
Moines, IA, speeding, $131; Cory 
B. Komperud, 28, Ettrick, WI, seat 
belt, $106; Kyle E. Konecne, 21, 
Ankeny, IA, speeding, $121; 

Misty J. Krohn, 34, Faribault, 
no MN license, no insurance and 
revoked license, $581; Jonathan L. 
Landry, 29, Austin, no MN license, 
$181; Christopher D. Larson, 22, 
Albert Lea, window tint violation, 
$131; Edgardo C. Morado, 34, 
Brownsville, TX, speeding, $221; 

Timothy J. Myers, 58, Murphy, 
TX, speeding, $141; Robert D. 
Ruble, 45, Austin, no license in pos-
session, $101; Morgan F. Shoup, 
18, Dalton Gardens, ID, speeding, 
$121; 

Joie L. Willner, 44, Albert Lea, 
speeding, $121. 

Owatonna Police 
Department

Mohamed A. Abdille, 24, Farib-
ault, open bottle, $181; David Al-
varez, 25, Waseca, no insurance, 
$281; Mark Ammann, 31, Farib-
ault, violation of order for protec-
tion, $281, 13 days in county jail, 
cognitive skill training and 1 year 
of supervised probation; Mark H. 
Ammann, 31, Owatonna, HRO vio-
lation, $281, 3 days in county jail, 
cognitive skill training and 1 year of 
supervised probation; 

Jason D. Batt, 36, Owatonna, as-
sault, $381, 10 days in county jail, 
anger management classes, no al-
cohol or controlled substance use, 
do not enter liquor establishments, 
and 1 year of supervised probation; 
Gerald W. Blevins, 36, Owatonna, 
revoked license and no insurance, 
$481; 

Bradly C. Blount, 30, Owatonna, 
expired license, $181; Christina 
A. Brooks-Greenback, 22, Austin, 
suspended license, $281; Ray D. 
Cabrera, 18, Owatonna, no MN li-
cense, $181; 

Jacob C. Carlson, 23, Owatonna, 
possession of synthetic cannabinoid 



4B • Tuesday, March 8, 2016 • Steele County Times

Public Safety

TRACTORS:  2008 JD 8330, mfd, ps, 2390 hrs; 1998 JD 9300 w/JD auto 
steer; 2003 JD 8120, mfd, ps, 2411 hrs; 2006 C/IH MXM 190 Pro Tractor, 
mfd, ps, 2540 hrs; 2000 C/IH 9380 quad track, 4 hyd., Trimble 250 auto 
steer, 5500 hrs; JD 8300 mfd; JD 4960 mfd; JD 4960 mfd; JD 4840; Ag Co 
Allis 9630, mfd; 4020 JD d;  IH 656 hydro w/ldr; Oliver 1800; AC d-17 Series 
IV & ldr; EQUIPMENT: 2014 JD 2720 ripper, 7 shank; Case-DMI #5300 anhy. 
bar, 40’; JD #2210 field cult., 44.5’, harrow: Hiniker #1000 16 row cult.; 
Top Air TA 1200 sprayer, 60/90 boom, monitor; Schaben 16 row 30” liquid 
fert. Bar, 1600 gal. tank; 2008 JD #3710 10x plow; JD #2700 disc ripper, 7 
shank; C/IH #3950 34’ rock flex disc; MF 33’ rock flex disc.; Glencoe #7400 
soil saver 19 ½’; JD #2210 field cult, 54’, C shank; 2006 NH ST 250 field 
cult., 44’; 2009 Demco 1250 sprayer, 60’-80’-90’ boom; Farm King 960 
snow blower; other tillage items; PFM rock picker; Top Air 3 pt. sprayer, 80’ 
X boom; COMBINES & HEADS:  2000 JD 9550 combine, 1916 separator 
hours; JD 930F bean head; 2007 JD 9660 STS comb., 1626 sep. hours; 2010 
JD 630 hydra flex bean head; SEVERAL GRAIN CARTS & GRAVITY WAG-
ONS-GRAIN TRUCKS & TRAILERS-PICKUPS-CARS: 1997 Int. 9400 semi-
truck, N-14 cummins; 1999 Merrit hopper bottom 42’ trl., 1986 S1900 tri 
axle grain truck & box; 2009 Mac 34’ tri-axle end dump; 1998 Trail King trl, 
48’ detach, 10’ top, 29’ well; 1996 Fontaine 53’ step deck; 1988 Ford F450 
11’ contractor box, d; 2001 Int. #4700 tk, 11’ landscape box; 2001 Peterbilt 
385 C12 Cat, 10 spd.; other grain trucks, livestock trl’s; 2013 PJ 20’ trailer, 
like new; CONSTRUCTION ITEMS:  2003 CX 219 Vermeer mini excavator, 
2154 hrs; Case Drott #40 Cruse Air excavator; Terex twin engine scraper, 
Model TS-14; PLANTERS & DRILL:  JD #1520 20’ drill, like new; 2013 JD 
1770 NT CCS planter, (used on less than 4000 acres), 24 row, liq. fert.; 2006 
JD 1770 NT 16 row 30” planter w/500 gal. L & D fert, JD 350 monitor,  E-sets 
units, Dawn row cleaners, new disc. openers; JD 7200 vac. Planter, dry fert., 
monitor (nice); 7200 JD 8 row vac planter, liq.; #7000 JD planter, 8r 30”, 
liq. fert.; HAY EQUIP: BR 780 NH round baler, net & twine wrap, hyd. lift, 
kicker; NH #1044 Stackline bale wagon; MISC. LUMBER-PORTABLE BLDG’S-
SHOP ITEMS FROM WEISZ EQUIP-NEW SURPLUS INVENTORY-SHOP & MISC. 
ITEMS-LIVESTOCK EQUIP-HAY-LAWN & GARDEN

For any information, pictures or complete listing,  
check web site:  hamiltonauctioncompany.com  

or call: 507 584 0133-office

HAMILTON AUCTION COMPANY
130 State Hwy 16—Dexter, MN 55926

AUCT: Andrew Hamilton #50-86; Bill Hilton #50-24; Dean 
Eastman #50-57; Danny Blank; Lyle Eastman #50-130

CLERK: Hamilton Auction Co. Dexter, MN 55926  

SPRING AUCTION
Located HAMILTON AUCTION COMPANY off Interstate 90  

at Dexter, MN exit #193 then ¼ mile east on Hwy 16

SATURDAY, March 19, 2016–9 a.m.
• We will be selling with 3 rings–Online Bidding Available

• Partial listing–Check web site for complete listing
• Sales tax charged on applicable items

• Real nice line of farmer owned equipment,  
including two farm lines
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$181, 29 days in county jail, do-
mestic abuse evaluation, obtain and 
maintain employment, no alcohol or 
controlled substance use, do not en-
ter liquor establishments, and 1 year 
of supervised probation; 

Mohamed A. Mohamed, 28, 
Owatonna, open bottle, $181; Mo-
hamed W. Mohamed, 22, Owatonna, 
failure to signal, $131; Qaalid N. 
Munye, 29, Owatonna, disorderly 
conduct, $181, and 1 year of super-
vised probation; 

Todd K. Nin, 29, Owatonna, seat 
belt, $106; Cynthia E. Noble, 26, 
suspended license, $281; Logan J. 
Onken, 24, Dodge Center, shoplift-
ing, $660.98, 3 days in county jail 
and 1 year of supervised probation; 
Jeremiah J. Petersen, 34, Owatonna, 
revoked license, $281; Garrett S. 
Rath, 18, Kasson, following vehicle 
too closely, $131; 

Bria M. Rosas, 22, Chaska, 
no MN license, $181; Christa L. 
Scherff, 43, Hayward, parking vio-
lation, $20; Venus S. Smith, 36, 
Owatonna, license violation, $281; 
Dylan J. Stadler, 21, Faribault, re-
voked license, $281; Tachen B. Tut-
deal, 26, Federal Way, WA, no MN 
license, text messaging while driv-
ing and no insurance, $431; 

John T. Vincek, 35, Dodge Cen-
ter, revoked license, $281; Arlene 
B. White, 28, Claremont, revoked 
license, improper information on li-
cense and no insurance, $501; Alex 
J. Wolters, 28, Faribault, expired li-
cense, $181. 

Steele County
Sheriff’s Offi ce

Abdullah A. Alshayba, 19, St. 
Paul, speeding, $141; David Alva-
rez, 25, Waseca, suspended license 
and no insurance, $481; Joshua D. 
Bramer, 29, Medford, stop sign, 
$131; Daniel A. Ditlevson, 56, Prior 
Lake, speeding, $121; Lynn W. Dra-
heim, 86, Waseca, speeding, $131; 
Adam J. Drever, 37, Owatonna, 
speeding, $121; 

Alan G. Forst, 55, New Ulm, 
passing parked emergency vehicle, 
$131; Shetavia D. Frelix, 31, Min-
neapolis, suspended license and no 
insurance, $481; Fernando Gonza-
lez, 56, Farmington, speeding, $121; 
Mera B. Harris, 18, Austin, no MN 
license, $181; Molly K. Haskins, 
43, Rochester, speeding, $141; 
Stanley W. Jore, 61, Owatonna, sale 
of radar jammer and seat belt, $156; 

Tyler D. Karge, 20, Owatonna, 
prohibited lights and obscured li-
cense plate, $151; Daniel L. Kru-
kow, 60, Rochester, speeding, $121; 
Theresa E. Kuntze, 41, Medford, 
equipment violation, $131; Alfred 
L. Lang, 39, Valley City, ND, DWI, 
$406, 1 day in county jail, and 1 
year of unsupervised probation; 

Edward T. Lawson, 36, Medford, 
registration violation, $131, 1 day in 
county jail and 1 year of supervised 
probation; Blaine A. Nelson, 68, 
Glenville, speeding, $141; Marlene 
M. Nelson, 71, Owatonna, speed-
ing, $121; Noel R. Perez, 49, Red 
Wing, speeding, $141; 

John F. Reese, 26, Coon Rapids, 
speeding, $121; Jeremia M. Rob-
erts, 29, Owatonna, revoked license, 
$281; Erik A. Scharrer, 34, St. Peter, 

PUBLIC SAFETY
Continued from Page 3B

speeding, $281; David P. Schultz, 
43, Fairmont, speeding, $131; Ryan 
R. Short, 41, Eagle Lake, speeding, 
$121; Luke S. Stenzel, 31, Roches-
ter, speeding, $121; 

Nicholas G. Vonruden, 19, Med-
ford, speeding, $141; Alyssa K. 
Wade, 23, New Richland, speed-
ing, $121; David M. Ward, 77, 
Mapleton, speeding, $141; Arlene 
B. White, 28, Claremont, revoked 
license, $281; Jennifer A. Wondra, 
37, Blooming Prairie, speeding, 
$121.  

POLICE BLOTTER
Dodge County

Feb. 24
Larceny. Deputies took two re-

ports of stolen lug nuts from wheels 
on a vehicle in Dodge Center – in 
the 300 block of 5th Ave. NW at 
8:03 a.m. and in the 200 block of 
2nd St. NE at 8:18 a.m. 

Suspicion. At 4:02 p.m., deputies 
responded to a suspicious activity 
report involving a male party com-
ing to a door and wanting to talk 
about cancer in the 600 block of 
Golfview Ct. in Mantorville. 

Fire. Deputies found a brush fi re 
in Riverside Park in the 300 block 
of Main St. N. in Mantorville at 
7:57 p.m. 

Feb. 25
Harassment. A Hayfi eld man re-

ported that he was receiving harass-
ing texts and phone calls in the 100 
block of Center Ave. N. at 9:46 a.m. 

Restraining Order. At 9:51 a.m., 
deputy responded to a violation of a 
restraining order on County Rd. 21 
in Mantorville. 

Apprehension. Deputies arrested 
a juvenile male party in the 100 
block of 1st Ave. NE in Hayfi eld 
and transported him to Many Rivers 
at 3:50 p.m. 

Civil. At 3:59 p.m., a deputy as-
sisted with a civil matter when a 
Hayfi eld citizen had work done on 
his 4-wheeler, but it was never re-
turned to him. 

Animal. Deputies received an an-
imal complaint that a dog was tied 
up outside and had been barking all 
afternoon in the 600 block of Chest-
nut St. in Mantorville at 5:26 p.m. 

Feb. 26
Fraud. A Hayfi eld citizen re-

ported that she was the victim of 
identity theft in the 70700 block of 
220th Ave. in Hayfi eld at 1:19 p.m. 

Harassment. At 3:31 p.m., depu-
ty took a report of harassment in the 
300 block of 2nd Ave. NW in Dodge 
Center. 

Welfare. Deputy completed a 
welfare check after someone re-
ported that they had heard two 
males were fi ghting in the 100 block 
of Hwy. St. W. in Dodge Center at 
10:24 p.m. 

Feb. 27
Fire. At 2:07 a.m., deputies re-

sponded to a report of smoke in the 
700 block of 2nd St. NW in Hay-
fi eld. 

Disturbance. Deputies respond-

ed to a disturbance in the 500 block 
of Clay St. in Mantorville at 7:03 
a.m. 

Feb. 28
Harassment. At 7:24 p.m., depu-

ties received a report of harassment 
in the 200 block of State St. N. in 
West Concord. 

Sexual Assault. Deputies began 
an investigation of a sexual assault 
after receiving information from 
St. Mary’s Hospital in Rochester at 
9:14 p.m. 

Feb. 29
Tampering. A Dodge Center 

citizen reported at 7:52 a.m. that his 
semi-truck had been tampered with 
over the weekend on 1st Ave. SE. 

Trespassing. Deputy responded 
to a trespassing incident in the 100 
block of Front St. W. in Claremont 
at 1:53 p.m. 

Threats. At 3:32 p.m., threats 
were made in the 400 block of Cen-
ter Ave. S. in Hayfi eld. 

Larceny. Deputy took a report 
that an advertising sign was stolen 
from 750th St. and 240th Ave. in 
Hayfi eld at 4:55 p.m. 

March 1
Narcotics. Deputies received in-

formation regarding narcotics in the 
100 block of 15th St. NE in Kasson 
at 1:04 p.m. 

Suspicion. At 8:09 p.m., deputies 
responded to a report of two vehicle 
tearing around the cemetery in the 
55300 block of 202nd Ave. in West 
Concord. 

Dodge County
COURT NEWS

The following misdemeanors and 
petty misdemeanors were heard in 
Dodge County District Court the 
week of Feb. 22 – 29: 

Dodge County
Sheriff’s Offi ce

Christopher M. Ausrud, 43, Hay-
fi eld, speeding, $220; Moses G. 
Benjamin, 45, Rochester, parking 
violation, $32; Michael A. Conlin, 
36, Stewartville, speeding, $220; 
Hiep B. Dao, 57, Rochester, park-
ing violation, $32; Tania L. Deleon, 
26, Lewiston, speeding, $140; Mar-
quel R. Drane, 39, Maywood, IL, 
revoked license, $280; Jessica J. 
Ehmke, 32, Waltham, suspended li-
cense and speeding, $320; 

Angela L. Freerkesen, 42, Dodge 
Center, parking violation, $32; 
Nicholas A. Gorman, 27, Rochester, 
revoked license and no insurance, 
$480; Stewart M. Graves, 21, Kas-
son, suspended license; 

Luke D. Klassen, 36, Eyota, 
speeding, $220; Dallas J. Laqua, 
21, Dodge Center, revoked license 

Steele Arrests

Owatonna Police
Nikita Marie Finley, 25, arrested 

at 10 p.m. Feb. 26, false name and 
warrant arrest, $4,000 bail. 

Brandon Lee Stevermer, 21, ar-
rested on Feb. 27, felony posses-
sion, held for court. 

Travis Wayne Jackson, 36, ar-
rested at 11:20 p.m. Feb. 28, warrant 
arrest, $100 bail. 

Travis Jay Troska, 36, arrested at 
6:52 p.m. Feb. 29, felony possession 
of stolen property and controlled 
substance, held for court. 

William Robert Wheeler, 28, ar-
rested at 7:04 a.m. March 2, felony 
possession of stolen propery, held 
for court. 

Franklin Dywane Powell, 41, ar-
rested at 9:58 p.m. March 2, felony 
domestic assault and criminal dam-
age to property, held for court. 

Steele County Sheriff
Robert Soren Abrams, 22, ar-

rested at 1:48 p.m. March 1, warrant 
arrest, body only. 

David Lee Moren, 40, arrested at 
1:56 p.m. March 1, warrant arrest, 
body only. 

Andrew Neal Lewis, 32, arrested 
at 8:03 p.m. March 1, cancelled li-

Owatonna Fire

Feb. 27
Smoke. Fire fi ghters responded 

to a smoke scare in the 300 block of 
Oak Ave. N. at 6:41 p.m. 

Feb. 28
Cooking Fire. At 2:21 p.m., fi re 

fi ghters put out a confi ned cooking 
fi re in the 2400 block of St. Paul Rd. 
NE. 

March 3 
Assist. Fire personnel assisted 

police in the 1000 block of Rose St. 
E. at 12:05 p.m. 

and no insurance, $480; Beth A. 
Larson, 37, Dodge Center, parking 
violation, $32; Jordan B. Miller, 19, 
Harmony, speeding, $120; Mark R. 
Pearce, 55, Brownsdale, speeding, 
$200 and 1 year of unsupervised 
monitoring without conviction; 

Daren D. Phillips, 31, Dodge 
Center, barking dog, $100; Zacha-
riah T. Prouty, 30, Hayfi eld, speed-
ing, $120; Dorys C. Reyes, 37, 
Dodge Center, parking violation, 
$32; Melissa A. Reynolds, 24, Hay-
fi eld, failure to obey traffi c control 
device, no insurance and revoked 
license, $530; Matthew J. Schuette, 
22, West Concord, no insurance, 
$280; Melissa A. Ward, 32, St. Paul, 
speeding, $120; Trent L. Weberg, 
46, Owatonna, parking violation, 
$32; Troy M. Zahradnik, 45, Ra-
cine, speeding, $220. 

Kasson Police
Department

Marbie M. Bjergum, 53, Kasson, 
speeding, $120; Stephen D. Boyd, 
41, Kasson, license violation, $180; 
Michael A. Common, 35, Rochester, 
revoked license, $280; Christopher 
J. Derosier, 31, Welch, seat belt, 
$105; Jeremy W. Ferk, 22, Roches-
ter, parking violation, $32; Stewart 
M. Graves, 21, Kasson, suspended 
license, $280; 

Samantha B. Grendahl, 48, St. 
Paul, speeding and no insurance, 
$320; Shondell R. Hernandez, 46, 
West Allis, WI, speeding, $130; 
June D. Holmgren, 47, Shakopee, 
speeding, $130; Scott M. McDow-
ell, 23, Clarendon Hills, IL, speed-
ing, $220; Damon J. McComber, 
19, Kasson, revoked license, $280; 
Walker L. Stanley, 18, Claremont, 
speeding, $120. 

MN State Patrol
Rochester

Troy M. Dewbery, 32, Kasson, 
over center line, $130; Richard A. 
Ferguson, 46, Rochester, failure to 
yield right of way, $130; Joseph D. 
Hemker, 26, West Concord, speed-
ing, $140; John T. Kidd, 21, Kasson, 
no insurance, $280; Lori A. Kryzer, 
56, Mantorville, speeding, $120; 
Barbara J. Peterson, 81, Blooming 
Prairie, speeding, $120; Sarah C. 
Wagner, 23, Owatonna, speeding, 
$130. 

West Concord
Police Department

Jordan A. Adame, 22, Atlantic, 
IA, plates violation, $110; Craig J. 
Poore, 33, West Concord, revoked 
license, $280; Zachary D. Stahman, 
25, Mazeppa, speeding, $140. 

cense, held for court. 
Jonell Davon Dowdell, 33, ar-

rested at 6:36 p.m. March 2, warrant 
arrest, $12,000 bail. 

MN State Patrol
Faisal Mohamed Abdullahi, 26, 

arrested at 10:09 p.m. March 1, 
felony theft of motor vehicle and re-
voked license, held for court. 

Curtis Taylor McVilay, 20, ar-
rested at 6:30 p.m. March 3, felony 
possession, held for court. 

Full-time & Part-time 
OPenings 

ALL ShiftS AvAiLAbLe
resident assistants for par-
tially independent seniors. 
Benefits available for those 
who work 30 hours or more. 
Ideal candidate would enjoy 

working with seniors and 
acknowledging a sense of 
purpose in someone’s life

Part-time Dayshift Cook 
11 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Apply online at www.ecumen.org/careers/career-opportunities

“Where People Matter”

2480 St Paul Rd  
Owatonna, MN  
507-446-5855

650 El Dorado St SE, 
Owatonna, MN 
507-446-8334

*Must be 18 with GED or High school Diploma.  
Starting pay rate $12 - $13 per hour



For the past few months, my 
communications have focused 
on the strategic planning work 
happening in the New Richland-
Hartland-Ellendale-Geneva 
(NRHEG) school community. In 
my December letter, I shared the 
importance for having a strate-
gic plan, and wrote:

“A thoughtful and purposeful 
strategic plan developed with 
the input of stakeholders across 
the school district is essential 
for our sustained success and 
growth as a school community.  
Understanding and believing in 
a clear vision of what we want 
to achieve in the future is criti-
cal to our continual improve-
ment.  Knowing and committing 
to a shared mission or purpose 
is also essential to growing and 
improving what we do for our 
children throughout our com-
munities.  

Finally, and perhaps, most im-
portant, is acknowledging what 
we believe and value collective-
ly as a school community. This 
is especially important in orga-
nizations like a public school 
district that employs a diverse 
workforce and also serves a 
diverse stakeholder base. Pub-
lic school districts are some of 
the most diverse organizations 
when you consider not only the 
students that are served, but also 
the communities at large. Hav-
ing shared beliefs and core val-
ues as a school community en-
ables you to work together more 
effectively in achieving your vi-
sion.”

I am proud of the work that 
has already been accomplished, 
highlighted by the engagement 

of our employees, students, 
parents and others throughout 
our communities in provid-
ing input and feedback to the 
School Board by responding to 
the Community Survey and/or 
attending the listening sessions 
held on Feb. 18. Thank you to 
all those who have participated!

If you would like to view a 
summary of the survey results, 
you can access the power point 
presentation presented to the 
School Board by School Per-
ceptions on Feb. 16 on the front 
page of our school district web-
site. You will fi nd a letter sum-
marizing the results on the web-
site, as well.  

The next step in the process 
rests with the Strategic Planning 
Advisory Committee. The pur-
pose of the Committee is to lead 
in assisting the School Board in 
analyzing district performance 
data, the input from the Com-
munity Survey, and the input 
from the listening sessions that 
were held on Feb. 18, in order to 
develop our strategic plan. The 
Committee will be tasked with 

crafting vision, mission, and 
belief statements, and indentify-
ing goals and objectives for the 
school district.   

The Committee will meet 
three times, and each meeting 
is open to the public. The dates, 
times and locations of the meet-
ings are:

Monday, March 21, 2016, be-
ginning at 6:30 p.m. at the El-
ementary School in Ellendale

Tuesday, March 29, 2016, be-
ginning at 6:30 p.m. at the Sec-
ondary School in New Richland

Tuesday, April 12, 2016, be-
ginning at 6:30 p.m. at the El-
ementary School in Ellendale

The School Board conducts 
its regular monthly meeting on 
the third Monday of each month. 
The location of the meeting is 
rotated monthly between the 
NRHEG Secondary School Me-
dia Center in New Richland and 
the NRHEG Elementary School 
Media Center in Ellendale. The 

March 21, 2016, School Board 
meeting will be at the Elemen-
tary School beginning at 5:30 
p.m., which is one hour earlier 
than the regular time. due to 

the Strategic Planning Advisory 
Committee meeting scheduled 
to begin at 6:30 p.m. in Ellen-
dale.  

Thank you for all you do to 

support our students!

Dale Carlson is the NRHEG 
Public School Superintendent.

Proving education tax 
break eligibility

Do you depend on federal tax breaks to help pay for your higher 
education?

Starting with the 2016 tax year, you’ll have to prove you’re 
actually in class. A provision in trade legislation enacted in 2015 
requires taxpayers to have in hand Form 1098-T to claim any edu-
cational tax benefi ts.

This statement, which is sent by schools to students and copied to the IRS, verifi es 
that you paid what the IRS calls “qualifi ed educational expenses” in the preceding tax 
year. These include tuition, any fees that are required for enrollment and required course 
materials.
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612.360.9934

110 Highway Ave. N.
Blooming Prairie, MN 55917

www.kikgraphics.biz
Tyler@kikgraphics.biz

YOU PICK IT WE STICK IT

TAX PREP
GUIDE 

318 N Cedar Ave, Owatonna, MN 55060   507-451-1491

COBTP#B13696     2015 HRB Tax Group, Inc. 

Did you know?

Spinal adjustments 
can help newborns!
Even the most “natural” 
birth can produce spinal 

subluxations in newborns.  
A chiropractic adjustment 
uses about the same pres-
sure you’d use to test the 

ripeness of a tomato!
Prairie Family & Sports Chiropractic

RECIPE CORNER

Blend chopped cookies, milk and syrup in a blender until smooth. 
Pour into a 2 quart saucepan. Heat over medium-high heat, stirring 
frequently until hot. Ladle into 4 mugs. Top with marshmallows; serve 
immediately. Serve with Oreo cookies.

Sponsored by:

Krejci Ford 
14th Presidents Award Winner
 Blooming Prairie • 583-2046

Oreo Hot Cocoa
• 10 Oreo cookies, coarsely         
    chopped
• 1/2 c. chocolate 
    flavored syrup

• 1/2 c. mini marshmallows
• 3 c. milk

By Kayla Wacek

Strategic planning moving forward



By LAURA BERNDT
News Editor 

   
Each year, the Blooming 

Prairie Education Foundation 
(BPEF) has held an auction 
to raise funds and community 
support. As the 13th annual 
event approaches, a few event 
volunteers contemplate the sig-
nifi cance of the auction and the 
foundation itself.

Many people are involved in 
all aspects of the auction’s suc-
cess. Several people help plan 
the event, others donate items 
or services for the auction, and 
still others provide assistance 
in other ways, as well. Robert 
“Robby” Remker and Jason Ia-
covino have both donated their 
time to help with the event, serv-
ing as “announcers” for the dif-
ferent auction items. 

Remker, who is also a 1983 
Blooming Prairie High School 
graduate, estimates that he has 
been helping with the event for 
about seven years, although he 
has missed a few auctions dur-
ing that time. Remker, however, 
tries to attend as many auctions 
as possible, and even fl ew in 
from Seattle one year just to at-
tend the event. 

Remker remembers being ap-
proached and asked if he would 
assist as an announcer. “I really 
wanted to do it,” he said. “It’s 
for a great cause: to raise a lot of 
money for the school.” 

Blooming Prairie Education 
Foundation (BPEF) strives to 
support the local school dis-
trict in a variety of ways, help-
ing fund technology purchases, 
equipment, projects and other 
programs. 

Iacovino, a 1997 graduate 
of Blooming Prairie, believes 
that he started helping out with 
the auction about three years 
ago. Although he now lives in 
Owatonna, Iacovino works in 
Blooming Prairie at Henefi eld 
Law Offi ce, and also announces 
local football games on KRFO 
Radio. 

For Iacovino, it’s especially 
meaningful to help out with the 
event. His mother is a 6th grade 
teacher in Blooming Prairie, 
and his grandfather is a former 
Blooming Prairie Elementary 
School Principal. “At the end of 
the day, it’s all about the Foun-
dation and the school that it rep-
resents,” he said, of the annual 
BPEF Auction. 

Although both Remker and 
Iacovino are quick to note that 
they only help with one small as-
pect of the event, both agree that 
the event is truly amazing to be-
hold. “They’re doing something 
pretty amazing there,” Iacovino 
said. “It’s a great school district, 
but, it needs that supplemental 
help from the community.” 

Remker has fond memories of 
his time as a Blooming Prairie 
student. “I always appreciated 
Blooming Prairie,” he said. “I 

had the best times growing up 
with a sense of community. At 
school, I liked the closeness of 
people. I really feel it was a true, 
solid community that genuinely 
cared about each other.”

As a student, Remker found 
enjoyment in sports and appre-
ciated that “everybody go to 
play.” He also recalls trying out 
for the musical during his senior 
year, and earning the part of the 
Cowardly Lion in “The Wizard 
of Oz.” “I got to build my skill 
level, and it was one of funniest 
times I ever had,” Remker said. 

Iacovino also believes that, 

thanks to his education in 
Blooming Prairie, he was well 
prepared for college. He was 
able to fulfi ll his college math-
ematics requirement in just one 
quarter. “The reason I was able 
to do all that was because I took 
calculus all through high school 
and I got pretty good at it,” Iaco-
vino admits. “My guess is, that 
you’re going to have trouble in 
a lot of small school districts: 
fi nding kids who are that pre-
pared in a complicated fi eld like 
calculus.”

In high school, Iacovino adds, 
the drama department was also 

“near and dear” to his heart. Al-
though other schools had large 
auditoriums and even some 
spaces that were designed to 
enhance acoustics, Iacovino 
believes that Blooming Prairie 
students were among some of 
the most well prepared for the 
experience.

As a self-dubbed “sports nut,” 
Iacovino also speaks highly 
of the Blooming Prairie High 
School coaches. “You’ve got 
people working very hard on 
these sports, preparing these 
kids to do well, and you can see 
the results there, too,” he said. 

“You’ve got lots of athletes go-
ing on to play in college.” 

Remker added that he’s also 
proud that Blooming Prairie has 
been able to remain a self-sus-
taining district over time. “I con-
tinue to tell people, I feel unique 
that’s one of few communities 
that hasn’t combined with other 
districts,” he said. “It’s always 
been a stand-alone, and I think 
it’s through efforts like this, 
through the Ed. Foundation, that 
they can continue to do that.”

Since the BPEF strives to sup-
port the school, its educational 
opportunities and programs, 
both Remker and Iacovino are 
happy to help out with the event. 
“I love being a part of it, and I 
love putting a face to it,” Iaco-
vino said. “It’s my family, it’s 
my school and it’s part of my 
history. But, I don’t make the 

gears roll on that thing. There 
are some real go-getters who 
make the thing work, and it’s not 
me! But, I’m glad they asked me 
to do it, and I’ll do it every year 
now.” Remker also expressed 
similar sentiments. 

The BPEF’s 13th annual fun-
draising auction is scheduled 
for Saturday, April 2. The si-
lent auction begins at the Pizza 
Cellar in Blooming Prairie at 3 
p.m., followed by a live auction 
at 6 p.m. at the Cue Company. 

 “There are always a lot of 
the same people giving and con-
tributing,” said Remker, of the 
auction. “That says a lot about 
the community; they know how 
important their school is. I get a 
lot out of it, too, and it’s just a 
lot of fun.”
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MAKE THE

 AND GET UP TO $2,500* 
CASH BACK AND SAVINGS.

SMART CHOICE
IN 2016

* With approved credit. Program restrictions may apply. See dealer for details.
† All offers expire March 31, 2016. 

www.mnaggroup.com

KASSON
601 8th St. SE
507-634-4388

M-F 7:30-5, Sat. 8-Noon

THE DEFINITION 
OF VALUE.

LZE732GKC524A2 • Kohler CV732 
engine • 52” UltraCut Series 4 
cutting deck • Suspension Seat

$8,499
REGULAR CSP $9,499

exmark.com

Limited time offer.
See dealer for complete details.

SAVE $1,000

$8,999
REGULAR CSP $10,099

SAVE $1,000

LZE742GKC604A3 • Kohler CV742 
engine • 60” UltraCut Series 4 
cutting deck • Suspension Seat www.mnaggroup.com

M-F 7:30-5, Sat. 8-Noon

KASSON
601 8th St. SE
507-634-4388

GRIEF 
  RELIEF

Many people aren’t 
quite sure what to 
say when they visit 
a funeral home. The 
fact is nothing can 
be said to adequately 
express our lost or 
make the bereaved 

family member to feel better. Words 
are not important. But it is appreciated 
that you care enough to express your 
sympathy. When a friend loses a loved 
one convey your feelings at the funeral 
home with a hug or a word. And offer 
your assistance. You’ll be appreciated 
for caring. 

Direction with 
dignity from 
Michaelson 

Funeral Home 
in Owatonna. 

Cory Michaelson

MAKE THE

 AND GET UP TO $2,500* 
CASH BACK AND SAVINGS.

SMART CHOICE
IN 2016

* With approved credit. Program restrictions may apply. See dealer for details.
† All offers expire March 31, 2016. 

www.mnaggroup.com

KASSON
601 8th St. SE
507-634-4388

M-F 7:30-5, Sat. 8-Noon

THE DEFINITION 
OF VALUE.

LZE732GKC524A2 • Kohler CV732 
engine • 52” UltraCut Series 4 
cutting deck • Suspension Seat

$8,499
REGULAR CSP $9,499

exmark.com

Limited time offer.
See dealer for complete details.

SAVE $1,000

$8,999
REGULAR CSP $10,099

SAVE $1,000

LZE742GKC604A3 • Kohler CV742 
engine • 60” UltraCut Series 4 
cutting deck • Suspension Seat www.mnaggroup.com

M-F 7:30-5, Sat. 8-Noon

KASSON
601 8th St. SE
507-634-4388

Your $10

Help us feed more Steele County families 
by donating cash.  We welcome food item 
donations, but cash donations allow us to buy 
food items at discount and seasonal food at 
the best prices, stretching your donation 
further.

       STEELE COUNTY

F   OD SHELF
       STEELE COUNTY

F   OD SHELF

STRETCH YOUR 
DONATION

Our $10

The Month of MARCH is when your 
DONATIONS COUNT MORE!!!!!!!

Calling it like they see it
Blooming Prairie Education Foundation volunteers refl ect on importance 
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Hometown Sampler raises funds 
for Steele County Food Shelf

By LAURA BERNDT
News Editor 

   
Since 1994, the Hometown Sampler 

Concert Series has brought the com-
munity together to enjoy good music 
and to show support for the Steele 
County Food Shelf. 

This year’s concert series ran from 
Friday, March 4 through Sunday, 
March 6. (Since the event’s begin-
nings, the concerts have taken place 
during the first weekend in March.) 
This concert series serves as the first 
fundraiser in March, the month of the 
Minnesota FoodShare campaign. The 
2016 Hometown Sampler, held at the 
Little Theatre of Owatonna, featured 
musical performances by Bad Tan-
gerines, The Gogs, Hot ‘n’ Bothered 
and Mile 5 Band. Once again, Dave 
Otto and John Havelka served as the 
event’s emcees. 

During Saturday’s afternoon event, 
Stormy Trom, Steele County Food 
Shelf Director, said that this has been 

an exciting year for the Steele County 
Food Shelf. “The biggest accomplish-
ment we’ve had is that we’re able to 

provide a 10-day package of food to 
anyone who is registered at the food 
shelf and qualifies by living in Steele 

County,” she said. 
“We have over 500 families a 

month, and it takes a lot of food to take 
care of the needs from Steele County,” 
Trom said. “So we’re thankful to have 
people as yourselves, the musicians, 
and everyone who comes together to 
show our community that we do care. 
We do support those living with food 
insecurity.” 

During the Hometown Sampler, 
Trom and other supporters of the 
Steele County Food Shelf continually 
reiterated their gratitude to everyone 
who attended the event and for ev-
eryone who helped make it a success. 
Although the concert is a lot of fun, 
explained Trom, it’s also a meaningful 
way to give back to others. 

“It’s a joy, it’s fun, it’s a great time, 
and also you’re doing a wonder-
ful thing by helping people in Steele 
County that just aren’t able to find 
enough resources to put food on the 
table,” Trom said. 

By ANNA SEGNER
County Staff Writer

   
Moving forward with the city’s 

municipal complex plan was a major 
topic of discussion at the February 
meeting, and has been since 2009. 

A new municipal complex could 
potentially include a new fire hall, 
city hall and community center. 

The land, north of Medford Senior 
Care on 3rd Street Northeast, has 
been purchased by the city. A com-
mittee of some city council members, 
city staff, fire department members 
and community members created a 
list of wants and needs, based on their 
assessments. 

They hired I&S Group of Faribault 
to design a municipal complex. That 
design carried nearly a $3 million 
price tag. 

In December, the city council voted 
to collect quotes from several engi-
neering firms to prepare an alternative 
architectural plan to the $3 million 
plan that I&S Group prepared over 
five years ago. They decided to re-
quest a project cost of no more than 
$2.4 million.

The quotes were brought before the 
city council at the meeting on Feb. 22.

The recommendation was made to 
contract with Brunton Architects and 
Engineers to “complete a pre-design, 
a schematic of concept design and 
develop reasonable cost estimates 
for the construction of the municipal 
complex.”

Brunton Architects and Engineers 
was one of five quotes submitted. The 
cost estimate for Brunton Architects 
to complete a pre-design, a schematic 
of concept design and develop reason-
able cost estimates for the construc-
tion of the municipal complex was a 
lump sum of $5,000, plus $1,500 for 
every rendering. 

A $5,000 grant awarded to the city 
from AgStar will be used to fund the 
alternate plan.

According to a memorandum, “the 
group chose Brunton because the firm 
has worked with communities in our 
region on planning and constructing 
fire halls, city halls and combined fa-
cilities.” 

Members of the committee have 
visited sites built by Brunton as they 
toured various facilities, and the 
memorandum states that the group 
was “impressed” by Brunton’s port-
folio. 

“The group also felt that Brunton 
would have knowledge of the local 
bidding environment, which would be 
extremely valuable in putting together 
a plan within our budget,” states the 
memorandum.

“Realistically in two or three 
months, (Brunton’s alternative plan) 
will be brought before city,” said 
Andy Welti, Medford city administra-
tor. “That’s our timeline.”

The timeline of when to ask for 
state bonding to help with the $2.4 
million price tag was a large area of 
discussion when Sen. Vicki Jensen, 
DFL-Owatonna, stopped by the coun-
cil meeting to speak about the up-
coming legislative session beginning 
March 8.

Mayor Lois Nelson asked, “What 
are the chances of having something 
in this year’s bonding bill?” She not-
ed that the city planned on having the 
municipal complex put to referendum 
in November. 

Jensen stated that legislature typi-
cally leans towards projects that al-
ready have the proven support from 
the public.

“You guys have tough decisions 
to make on behalf of the citizens of 
Medford. It’s always good to have the 
support and vote from the people, so 
that the legislature understands that 
there is mutual commitment,” said 
Jensen. “It’s a catch-22 for all cities. 
(The Legislature) wants to know that 
the city is committed and will really 
invest in it, because they have lots of 
projects that are at that level already.”

Nelson expressed the want to go for 
it, and council member Marie Sexton 
spoke up in favor of asking the legis-
lature: “Here’s the deal folks, if you 
don’t ask for it, it’s just like a grant: 
you have zero chance of getting it.” 

The council members all agreed 
that they could not keep putting off 
the project, and they unanimously 
voted to request $2.4 million in state 
bonding for the municipal complex.

Staff photo by Laura Berndt
The Gogs perform “The Lion Sleeps Tonight” during Saturday afternoon’s 
concert in Owatonna. The Hometown Sampler helped to raise funds for the 
Steele County Food Shelf. 

American Legion, Auxiliary of Blooming 
Prairie celebrate 97th birthday
By HOWARD LESTRUD

Staff Writer

“We still look great after 97 
years,” a jubilant Julie Hoff-
man, president of the Bloom-
ing Prairie American Legion 
Auxiliary, told a gathering 
Thursday night, March 3 at 
the Servicemen’s Club.

The occasion was a birth-
day party to celebrate the 97th 
birthday of Blooming Prairie 
American Legion Post 52 and 
its Auxiliary. An estimated 
100 attended the get-together.

On hand was Merle Mc-

Nutt, 97 years of age. He is 
also a veteran of the U.S. 
Navy.

The evening began with 
a delicious meatball din-
ner. Dessert was provided by 
Darrell Hansen and Frontier 
Communications.

Four First District Ameri-
can Legion officers were in 
attendance, including Wayne 
Hammon Jr., Roland Hanson, 
Gene Luedtke and Richard 
Skillestad.

District officer Hanson 
called the local Legion fam-
ily “a great family.” These 

men and women fought for 
our freedom, Hanson said. He 
urged those in attendance to 
pray for the men and women 
who are currently serving the 
Armed Forces of the United 
States.

“It’s togetherness that 
makes everything work,” 
Hanson said.

Pat Miner, First District 
president, greeted Legion-
naires and Auxiliary members 
and thanked all for their ser-
vice.

Tom Peterson, of the 
Blooming Prairie Sons of 
the American Legion, gave 
a brief update on the prog-
ress of the establishment of 
a Blooming Prairie Veterans 
Memorial. The second phase 
of the project is currently 
under way and that involves 
raising money, Peterson said.

Peterson said people can 
help by designating a contri-
bution for a paver, or by just 
sending a contribution. He 
said one of his goals was “to 
be transparent with the mon-
etary gifts” and make finan-
cial information available. 
Keith Holman is treasurer of 
the group.

Peterson said contributions 
to date total $18,385.12, with 
expenses listed at $3,037.15. 
Most of the expenses tar-
geted costs for making the 
group a 501C-3 entity, and it 
paid for transfer of property 
from the Servicemen’s Club 
to the memorial corporation.

Forty-five pavers have al-
ready been purchased, rep-
resenting almost half of the 
space available on the first 
wall, Peterson said. Goal 

for the project is to raise 
$250,000.

“It’s a fitting memorial for 
a noble cause,” Peterson re-
marked.

The evening concluded 
with a musical salute to “Ser-
vice in War and Peace” by vi-
ola performer Aaron Fennell, 
17. He was accompanied in 
his recital by his mother, Tan-
ya Fennell, and assisted by his 
father, the Rev. Matt Fennell.

The younger Fennell played 
four initial pieces and then sa-
luted the Legion on its birth-
day with a medley of tunes. 
First song in the medley pay-
ing tribute to the birthday was 
the “Battle Hymn of the Re-
public.”

His other renditions for the 
various wars were:

• Civil War - “When Johnny 
Comes Marching Home Di-

xie”
• World War I - “Park Up 

Your Troubles in Your Old Kit 
Bag”

• World War II - “Boogie 
Woogie Bugle Boy”

• Korean Conflict - “Good-
bye Maria, I’m Off to Korea”

• Vietnam Conflict - “Tie 
a Yellow Ribbon ‘Round the 
Old Oak Tree”

• Desert Storm - “I’m Proud 
to Be an American”

• Iraq/Afghanistan War on 
Terror - “Angry American”

Final tribute piece was “The 
Star Spangled Banner.”

Fennell concluded the recit-
al with “Rejoice in the Lord” 
by Ron Hamilton. Rev. Matt 
Fennell said a concluding 
prayer for the evening.

Staff photos by Howard Lestrud
Four First District American Legion officers attended the 
97th birthday party of the Blooming Prairie American 
Legion and Auxiliary on Thursday night, March 3, at the 
Servicemen’s Club of Blooming Prairie. Shown from left 
to right are Wayne Hammon, Jr., Roland Hanson, Gene 
Luedtke and Richard Skillestad. 

U.S. Navy veteran Merle McNutt was one of the Blooming 
Prairie American Legion members celebrating the 
organization’s 97th birthday. McNutt is 97.

Bathrooms being rebuilt at First Baptist Church

Staff photo by Howard Lestrud 
Weinberg Construction, LLC of Owatonna is doing some major remodeling of 
bathrooms at the First Baptist Church of Blooming Prairie. Work crew members include 
brothers James Piepho and Curt Piepho and Phil DeMarte. 

By HOWARD LESTRUD
Staff Writer

Some major work aimed at 
constructing two new bath-
rooms is taking place at First 
Baptist Church of Blooming 
Prairie.

Ted Weinberg, owner of 
Weinberg Construction, LLC, 
of Owatonna, said his crews be-
gan work on the church project 
on Tuesday, March 1. He envi-
sions the project to be complet-
ed in seven weeks.

First Baptist Church was 
constructed in 1916, 100 years 
ago, thus some of the work be-
ing done will result in major 
improvements including wall 
replacement.

The 13 by 20 foot area being 
remodeled contained bathrooms 
plus a nursery. The nursery is 
being moved and the old area 
will now be the home to two 
new bathrooms. Cost of the 
project is estimated at $60,000, 
says the Rev. Matt Fennell of 
First Baptist.

“There’s lots of pieces to this 
project,” said Weinberg. His 
crew includes brothers Curt 
and James Piepho and Phil 
DeMarte.

Prairie Plumbing & Heating 
of Blooming Prairie will do the 
plumbing part of the project.
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Eagle Prairie Insurance, Klemmensen 
Creative to share new location

By HOWARD LESTRUD
Staff Writer

Work is well under way for a new 
location in Blooming Prairie for 
Eagle Prairie Insurance and Klem-
mensen Creative.

These two entities are currently lo-
cated at 150 Fifth St. NE in Bloom-
ing Prairie. They will move, hope-
fully in June or July of this year, to a 
new location at 311 Highway Ave. S. 
That location was the former home 
of Jim’s Standard Station.

Jay and Jamie Klemmensen are 
both excited about the project of re-
modeling they are currently observ-
ing. The former gas station building 
is being remodeled and will have 
separate entrances for both busi-
nesses.

Jay is a Blooming Prairie High 
school graduate of 2001. He has 
been active in the insurance industry 
for the past fi ve years. Prior to insur-
ance, Jay and his parents, Rick and 
Chris, managed the Blooming Prai-
rie Country Club for 11 years.

His wife Jamie has been active in 
graphic design for 16 years with the 
Post-Bulletin Company of Roches-
ter. She started her graphic design 
business in Blooming Prairie in Jan-
uary of 2015.

Jay started the Eagle Prairie busi-
ness in July of 2014 with Sara Ka-
plan joining him as agent and ac-
count specialist. Clients are served 
in Minnesota and Wisconsin. The 

agency is partnered with Atlas Insur-
ance Brokers of Rochester.

Eagle Prairie Insurance works 
with more than 50 carriers and has 
grown rapidly. Virtually, all types 
of insurance including home, auto, 
business and general property insur-
ance are available.

Mohs Contracting of Owatonna 
holds the construction project con-

tract. Subs include Lembke Masonry 
of Blooming Prairie; Jensen Heating 
& Air Conditioning of Geneva and 
Ressler Electric of Ellendale.

For more information, go to the 
Eagle Insurance website at http://
www.eagleprairieinsurance.com/ 

Construction progress photos are 
featured on the website.

Staff  photo by Howard Lestrud
Mohs Contracting of Owatonna is the general contractor for a major 
remodeling project for the new home of Eagle Prairie Insurance and 
Klemmensen Creative. The husband and wife team of Jay and Jamie 
Klemmensen are moving their businesses to the new location early this 
summer.

Chamber Spotlight

HometownLiving

www.expresspros.com
812 S. Elm Ave. • Owatonna • 507-455-3002 • 800-832-3002

BLOOMING PRAIRIE

MEDFORD

OWATONNA

OTHER COUNTIES

ELLENDALE/GENEVA

  
Servicemen’s Club

210 Fourth St. N.E.  •  Blooming Prairie  •  507-583-7884

• Happy Hour 3 p.m.- 6 p.m. Monday-Saturday
• Taco Tuesdays every Tuesday at 5 p.m.

BURGER NIGHT SPECIAL:
#1 - SPAGHETTI 

W/ GARLIC BREAD
 “LENTEN SPECIAL”

LUNCH SPECIAL (3/10, 3/11):  
HOT BEEF COMMERCIAL 

WITH GREEN BEANS

March 8:
BP Card Club & Luncheon
10:30 a.m. BPBL Story time
March 9:  
10:30 a.m. BPBL Story time
4:30 p.m. Economic Development Authority 

meeting 
March 10: 
10:30 a.m. BPBL Story time
4:30 p.m. Police Commission meeting
March 12: 
9 a.m. BP FFA Toy Show 
March 14: 
7 p.m. City Council meeting 
March 15:
10:30 a.m. BPBL Story time
2:30 p.m. Utility Commission meeting
4:30 p.m. Fire Commission meeting
4:45 p.m. BP Boys & Girls Club Brd Mtg
5:30 p.m. Ambulance Commission meeting 
March 16: 
10:30 a.m. BPBL Story time

March 8: 
Steele Co Commission
9:30 a.m. OPL It’s TALE TIME!
7 p.m. Steele Co: Co Brd Mtg, Admin Center, BR
7 p.m. Veterans Open Roundtable, Good Sheph-

ard Lutheran Church, Owa, 2nd Tues Sept – Jun
March 10: 
2 p.m. OPL Independent & World Films
5:30 p.m. Owatonna Airport Commission, Air-

port Lounge
6:30 p.m. OPL Family Story Time
March 14: 
4:30 p.m. Owatonna Park & Rec Brd, Council 

Chambers, Brooktree Golf Couse or City Park
March 15:
Hope Curbside Recycling S of 42nd Av
9:30 a.m. OPL It’s TALE TIME!
10 a.m. OPL So Many Books...So Little Time 

Book Club
4:30 p.m. OPL Brd Mtg, Gainey Rm
7 p.m. Owatonna City Council, Council Cham-

bers, City Hall
March 16:
Hope Curbside Recycling N of 42nd Av
4 p.m. Owatonna EDA, Council Chambers, City 

Hall

Freeborn
March 10:
10 a.m. Fountain Lake Readers Book Club, ALPL 
10:30 a.m. Music & Movement, ALPL
6 p.m. Night-time Story time, Albert Lea Public 

Library
6 p.m. Shell Rock Watershed Board Meeting, 

Freeborn County Board Room
7 p.m. Tigers’ Roar, ALHS Auditorium, Albert 

Lea High School

Mower
March 10:
Hot Reads For Cold Nights
21st Annual Rose Sale, The Arc Mower County, 

Austin

March 9:
4 p.m. Medford Veterans Committee Mtg
6 p.m. Medford Park Board’s community open for 

developing Medford’s future parks, trails and green 
spaces at City Hall, 408 2nd Ave SE

March 10: 
2 p.m. The Arthritis Foundation: Medford Senior 

Exercise Class, Whistle Stop Diner
March 14:
Medford EDA (2nd Wednesday, odd months)
2 p.m. The Arthritis Foundation: Medford Senior 

Exercise Class, Whistle Stop Diner
March 15:
6:30 p.m. Court St Anne Catholic Daughters Meet-

ing, Medford
March 16: 
7 p.m. Ft Robert Carlin Knights of Columbus 

Council, Medford

March 8:
7 p.m. NRHEG Karate, ES Gym North Ellndl
March 10:
5:30 p.m. NRHEG Yoga, DAPE Rm
7 p.m. NRHEG Yoga, DAPE Rm
7 p.m. NRHEG Zumba, DAPE Rm
March 14: 
6:20 p.m. NRHEG Yoga, Media Center Ellndl
March 15:
7 p.m. NRHEG Karate, ES Gym North Ellndl

800-248-3855
www.minimizer.com

Blooming Prairie
J&H LIQUORS

340 E. Main St. Blooming Prairie • 507-583-7557
Bar Bingo: Monday @ 6:30 p.M. 
Wine & Women Wed: 6-10 p.M.

meat raffles: Friday @ 5:30 p.M.
Wine CluB: Tues. 7-8:30 p.M.  

Jan. 12, Feb. 9, March 8, 
 april 12, May 3: season Finale

euChre: Jan. 16, Feb. 20, March 12
2 person TeaM sTarTs aT 1 p.M. 

sign up aT The bar

Customer appreCiation day 
april 9th

“30” years of Business
Bean Bag league: May-augusT

Cruise for CanCer ride: June 25Th
street danCe: July 2nd

July 4th: open 10 aM To close
B.o.B ride “Toys For ToTs”  

July 23rd
all details Will Be availaBle at the Bar

The tournament will take place at the Eagles Club 
(141 E. Rose St.) All proceeds from the tournament 
will be donated to Owatonna Park and Rec. Scholar-
ship Program in Mike Hansen’s name. This Scholar-
ship program provides more opportunities for kids to 
participate in Park and Rec. activities.

• Singles and Doubles Tournament 
•  9 a.m. Singles Registration – 10 a.m. Start 
• 11 a.m. Doubles Registration – Noon Start 
•  $15  per person – Singles or Doubles Division 
• Double Elimination format 
• Prizes for fi rst and second place in each division 
• Meat raffl es available the day of the event 
• Eagles Club Bar and Grill open throughout the day 
Memorial donations to Owatonna Park and Rec. 

Scholarship Program are welcome.
For more information, call Wes Jones at 507-456-

4280. Or, call Bill Hartle at 507-456-4012. 

Fourth Annual Mike Hansen 
Memorial Washer Board Tournament 
scheduled for Saturday March 12

507-456-1676
Check us out on Facebook!

J&L Collision
406 1st Ave SE • Medford

7123 SW 82nd Ave, 
Owatonna, MN 

We are here to help you 
with Repair and Service 

on Auto, Truck and Tractor
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PARKS and RECREATION 

Greetings 
from Owatonna 

Parks and Recreation!

We hope you are 
enjoying our 
pages in the 

Steel County Times to 
connect with ALL Steele 
County residents.

The following you will 
fi nd what we have to 
off er this Spring and 
some highlights to what’s 
coming this summer.

A reminder that we 
have eliminated the non-
resident fees through an agreement with Steele 
County.  ALL residents within Steel County pay the 
same fee for recreation programs and facilities.

We hope you join us in some of the Spring 
activities!

 “The Benefi ts are Endless” as “Your Best 
Investment is your Parks and Recreation 
Department” 

James “Corky” Ebeling
Director of Parks, Recreation

 and Government Buildings

Park and Rec

Corky Ebeling

PARKS AND RECREATION 
CONTACT INFORMATION:

Tennis & Fitness Center 507-444-4290

Fax 507-444-4299
  SeniorPlace 507-444-4280

Facebook Owatonna Parks and Recreation     
Brooktree Clubhouse 507-444-2467

Email Address 
parkrec@ci.owatonna.mn.us

River Springs Water Park 507-774-7370

PARK AND REC
BALL GAMES

SOCCER
Cost: Early Bird Fee-$46, after March 10- $56  
Program Dates: Starts week of April 11 at Four Seasons 
Centre
Ends June 4 (make up June 11)
Boys and girls age 5 (by August 31) through 6th grade 
learn basic skills in a fun, inclusive, social setting.  Players 
are divided into separate boys and girls divisions.  Practices 
and scrimmages are held weekday evenings and Saturday 
mornings at Lincoln Soccer Complex.

T-BALL & SQUIRTS    
Cost: Early Bird Fee-$37, after May 5 -$47  
 
Locations: Brown, Jaycee, Manthey/Willow Creek Park Fields 
Program Dates: Starts the week of June 6th, ends 1st week in August
Times: Evenings at varied times – 5:30, 6:30 or 7:30p.m. 
Days: T-ball plays Mondays, Squirts plays Tuesdays
First exposure to the game of baseball and softball, heared for boys and girls.  T-Ball is for those 
entering Kindergarten or 1st grade in the fall.  Squirts is for those entering 1st grade (if they’ve 
had one year of T-ball), or 2nd grade.  The program emphasizes skill and social development; 
scrimmages will be played.

HUSKIES FASTPITCH & PARK AND REC LEAGUE 
Level 1 – Grades 2&3
Cost: $50
Times: Tuesday and Thursday practices and games.  Coaches will notify players late May    
regarding their fi rst practice.
*Player pitching with coach assist and pitching machine
This is an in-house Park and Rec program where all teams are split as equally as possible.  
Emphasis is on participation and development of fundamental softball skills.  Each participant will 
receive a shirt, shorts, and socks.  Sizes will be needed at the time of registration.

LITTLE LEAGUE BASEBALL
Level 1 (current 2nd and 3rd grade players) 
    Cost: $40 
Early Bird (payable to Park & Rec), after March 
11 $50   *$25 check to HBC 
for the Taco John’s Fundraiser   
  Times: Current 2nd graders-
Mondays and Wednesdays (Starting in early 
June,   ending in   late July)  
      
Current 3rd graders-Tuesdays and Thursdays 
(Starting in early June, ending in late July)
Level 2 (current 4th and 5th grade 
players)**For 5th grade Traveling Baseball 
see U11 
Baseball     
Cost: $60 Early Bird (payable to Park & Rec), after March 11 $70 *25 check 
to HBC for the Taco John’s fundraiser Times: Mondays and Wednesdays (starting in early 
June, ending in late July)
U11 Baseball    Cost: $195 for player fee + $25 Taco 
John’s Fundraiser.  $100 check is also needed as a worker deposit for your commitment 
to working in the concession stand.  This check is only cashed if you DO NOT fulfi ll your 
requirement of working the concession stand. Times: Practice-Tuesday and Thursday
Game- Every other week during the weekday, 4 tournaments will be played in May and 
June
U11 participants in 5th grade will receive a uniform (2 dry fi t jerseys, pants, socks, belt) 
with a Minor League Baseball Hat.
Lifeguard Training: March 22 and March 29-April 2     
Fee: $175         
Pre-Requisites Pre Test: March 22 - 3-4p.m.     
Class meeting times: March 29 - 3-8p.m., March 30 - 3-8p.m., March 31 - 3-8p.m., April 
1 - 3-8p.m., April 2 - 7:30a.m.-2p.m.
Lifeguard Training: April 19 and April 25-April 29     
Fee: $175         
Pre-Requisites Pre Test: April 19 - 3:00-4p.m.     
Class Meeting Times: April 25 – 3-8p.m., April 26 – 3-8p.m., April 27 – 3-8:30p.m., April – 
28 3:00-8:30p.m., April 29 – 3-8:30p.m. 

BASEBALL

Level 1 (current 2nd and 3rd grade players)
    Cost: $40 
Early Bird (payable to Park & Rec), after March 
11 $50   *$25 check to HBC 

  Times: Current 2nd graders-

Cost: $60 Early Bird (payable to Park & Rec), after March 11 $70 *25 check 
to HBC for the Taco John’s fundraiser Times: Mondays and Wednesdays (starting in early 

PERSONAL TRAINER      
If you are in need of a Personal Trainer the Tennis & Fitness Center has just 
the person for you!  Our facility trainer, Aaron Halla, has a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Physical Education, Non-Teaching (Exercise Science), as ACE Trainer 
Certifi cation and over 5 years’ experience as a fi tness trainer.  Aaron is an 
Owatonna native and an OHS alumni.  He has trained various levels of fi tness from 
athletes, to beginners, to those with special needs.  He has a fl exible schedule, 
affordable training packages and will work with you to meet all of your fi tness and 
health needs.
Water Aerobics (fee includes tax)
March – April - May Classes
Monday, Wednesday, Friday $30 per month
Choose one: 7:30-8:25a.m. or 8:30-9:25a.m. or 9:30-10:25a.m.
Tuesday, Thursday $20 per month
Choose one: 6:15-7:10am or 8:00-8:55am or 4:00-4:55pm 
Tuesday          10:15-11:15a.m. $10 per month
Thursday        10:15-11:15a.m. $10 per month
Monday, Wednesday   4-4:55p.m. $20 per month
Tuesday, Thursday   4-4:55p.m. $20 per month
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 5-5:55p.m. $30 per month
Saturday   8-8:55a.m. $10 per month

WEST HILLS 
TENNIS & FITNESS CENTERRENTALS

PAVILIONS
Pavilions are available to rent at Brown Park, 
Dartts Park (small and large), Fairgrounds 
Park, Gainey Park, Jaycee Park, Kaplan’s 
Woods Parkway, Manthey Park (small and 
large), Mineral Springs Park, Morehouse Park 
(large and Warsinski Chalet), and Owatonna 
Soccer Complex.
Reservations are made at the Parks & 
Recreation offi ce, and may be made up to 
a year in advance!  Call for your 2016 rental 
today!  Rates vary depending on pavilion 
size and length of rental.  Both the fee and 
refundable damage deposit must be paid at 
the time of reservation.

BROOKTREE CLUBHOUSE
Clubhouse rentals are available during the 
golf season, and after the golf season is 
fi nished!  Call today to reserve your birthday 
party, anniversary party, wedding reception, 
baby shower, family reunion or other special 
event! Call 507-444-2467 or 507-444-4321 
today!

SENIORPLACE: 
Great for weddings, birthdays, retirements, 
meetings, showers, or family get-togethers!  
Rooms available: Multi-purpose room with 
kitchen (160 ppl), Board Room (50 ppl), 
East Meeting Room (35 ppl), West Meeting 
Room with Kitchen (50 ppl), South Meeting 
Room (12 ppl), 3rd Floor North Meeting room, 
and 2nd Floor North Meeting room. Call 
SeniorPlace for rates and availability at 507-
444-4280. 

SENIORPLACE
Aging Master Program (AMP)      
This is a wonderful opportunity for older adults to participate in, and reap the 
benefi ts of this cutting-edge wellness program.  We are currently recruiting 30 
adults (age 55+) to participate in this educational program.
We will be hosting an informational meeting on Tuesday, March 8 at 10:00am in 
the SeniorPlace located at 500 Dunnell Drive.  If you are interested in learning 
more about the program, please call the SeniorPlace at 507-444-4280 and ask 
to speak with Brad.  We are hoping to recruit a wide range or participants.  If this 
program piques your interest, stop by or call to learn more!
Minnesota Transportation Museum: Wednesday, March 30  
 Join us for a tour of the Minnesota Transport Museum, the Jackson 
Street Roundhouse and the St. Paul Depot. Travel through history with in-depth 
exhibits featuring local and regional railway & bus history. Experience a genuine 
operating roundhouse turntable, one of the last of its kind in the country. We’ll 
stop for lunch at Joseph’s in St. Paul. Lunch will be on your own.   
Register by March 18        
 Cost: $35 for SP Members or $45 for Non-Members   
  Trip time: 10a.m. – 2:30p.m.    
   Bus Departs SP at 9:45a.m.
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PARKS and RECREATION 

WAYS TO REGISTER
• On-Line: www.ci.owatonna.mn.us/parksrecreation/online-registration  
• Walk-In Registration:  at the Park and Recreation offi ce at 540 West Hills 
Circle.  Offi ce hours are 7 am-5 pm Monday – Friday  

Your Community Mental Health Center Serving…  
For 50 Years”  WITH “ Providing Positive Direction  

for Life’s Problems since 1964

507-451-2630 • WWW.SCHRC.COM • 610 FLORENCE AVE., OWATONNA, MN 
Outside Owatonna: 800-722-0590; After-Hour Emergencies: 507-455-8100; Offices in Waseca and Kasson

www.expresspros.com 
507-455-3002 • 800-832-3002

812 S. Elm, Owatonna, MN 55060

Local Family Owned
and Operated Since 1994

Local Family Owned

Your Local Choice!
Personal Service You Just Can’t Get From A Large Corporation
When you have had it with the Large Corporate Companies, We offer you a Friendly 

Small town way of doing business. Unlike our World Wide Competitors who rely on a 
contract to ensure your patronage, we earn it the old fashioned way!

507-451-0976
Or Toll Free 1-888-451-0976 • P.O. Box 321 • Owatonna

email: info@stewartsanitation.com

2 Free Months of Regular 
Residential Service! 

*Call for details

SPECIAL EVENTS
BOAT & WATER SAFETY: SATURDAY-APRIL 2 FROM 8:30-11:30A.M.
Students will begin work on the Watercraft Operator’s Permit packet.  This allows youth (ages 12-18) 
to operate jet skis, boats, and other watercraft greater than 25hp.  Minnesota DNR Conservation 
Offi cers lead the class and will demonstrate various equipment.  A special in-water session will 
be held at 11:30am.  Classroom portion will be held at SeniorPlace Multi-Purpose Room, in-water 
session held at West Hills Tennis & Fitness Center.    
**The public is welcome to attend the water rescue demonstration at 9:45a.m.   
**There is no cost for the class, but you must register by March 25
3RD ANNUAL MUNCHKIN MARKET (YOUTH BOOTHS): SATURDAY-APRIL 23
Kids (ages 6-15), do you have toys you are no longer using?  Want to turn those toys into CASH?  
Rent a table at the Four Seasons Center (West end) to sell some of your old toys, games, books, 
sporting goods, video games, and anything else you can think of to sell (no food).  Make your own 
prices on your items and keep the profi ts!  Please keep items at $10 or less.  You must provide your 
own start up cash and change.  Register online, in person at the Parks & Recreation Offi ce at 540 
West Hills Circle, or by phone at 507-444-4321 
Time: 9a.m.-12noon (set up booths at 8am)    
Location: Four Seasons Center (S Elm St. Owatonna)
Cost to rent a space: $10 (only 100 spaces are available for rent, 
register today!)   
**NEW This year: A Bounce Castle-FREE, Rad Zoo, Magic 
show and Tae Kwon Do Demonstration
3RD ANNUAL BARK & REC: 
SATURDAY-APRIL 23 
Treats, groomers, vets, and other doggie stuff all under 
one WOOF!  Bring your pooch with you to check out area 
vendors!  All dogs in attendance must have rabies tags 
or proof of vaccinations and be on a leash.  We will have 
doggie demonstrations and doggie bags to give away!  Don’t 
have a dog?  There will be dogs ready for adoption!
Vendors with pet products and pet-related 
businesses are invited to purchase a 
booth for 
$25.  Reservations will be taken by 
phone 507-444-4321 or in person at the Parks & 
Recreation Offi ce 540 West Hills Circle, Owatonna. 
Time: 9a.m.-1p.m.             
Location: Four Seasons Center East end (S Elm St. Owatonna)             
**NEW This year: A caricature artist to capture you and your pet, and a dog & owner look-a-like 
contest!  
BARK & REC RUN FUR FUN!      
 A 5K walk or run for pets and their people!  The Run FUR Fun is rain or shine, no refunds, and you 
must register on or before April 15th to guarantee your shirt on race day.  Proceeds from Bark & Rec 
and the Run FUR Fun benefi t the Owatonna Park & Rec Youth Scholarship Fund, and the Steele 
County Humane Society.
Cost: $20 for an individual, $30 for 2 adults (over 18 of the same household) or $50 per family-
includes 2 adults of the same household and up to 4 kids under age 18    
THERAPEUTIC RECREATION
15th Annual Spring Bowling Tournament  
This tournament is open to all bowlers from our fall and 
winter league teams.  Includes a catered dinner and 
awards program!      
Date: Monday April, 25 from 4:30-6:30p.m.  
Location: SPARETIME Entertainment   
Sign up: During league April 4, 11, and 18
Kid’s Leisure Swim    
This class is designed for ages 6-16 who have disabilities. 
The instructor is a qualifi ed water safety instructor and 
experienced in making adaptations for the swimmer with 
special needs.  
Dates: Tuesdays, April 5-May 31 
Time: 6-7p.m. 
Location: West Hills Pool     
Cost: $40
BROOKTREE GOLF COURSE
2016 Season Passes: All rates INCLUDE tax, surcharge and BGA fees where applicable   
Adult Single: $553.97 full season, age 26-54 as of 3/15/16      
Senior Single: $513.05 full season, age 55 or older as of 3/15/16  
Senior Couple: $707.59 full season, two seniors residing in the same household, both ages 55 or 
older as of 3/15/16         
Family Combo: $739.66 full season, immediate family members living in the same  
household.  Maximum of 2 adults.  Children under age 18 as of 3/15/16    
Young Adult: $377.02 full season, age 18-25 as of 3/15/16      
Junior: $211.12 full season, ages 10-17 as of 3/15/16
Season Pass Special:         
Purchase your 2016 season pass by April 1 and get a power cart punch card for fi ve, 9-hole rounds. 
(Not available with payment plans)

INTRODUCING
Brooktree Golf Course would like to welcome Tim Cockram as the food & beverage contractor 
for the 2016 season!

A little about Chef Cockram....         
 

Tim attended Le Cordon Bleu in Mendota Heights, MN. After graduation in 2002, he became 
the head chef at the Oaks supper club in Hayfi eld, MN, where he created recipes, honed his 
culinary skills, served creative buffets, and developed his leadership style with his kitchen staff. 

In 2004, Chef Tim accepted a larger challenge at the Owatonna Country Club. After two 
years he was promoted to Executive Chef/Director of Food and Beverage Operations.   He 
showcased his many talents and creativity through customized menus, homemade recipes, 
pairings and broadening the epicurean experience of the members.  

After eight years, Chef Cockram made the move to Sodexo positioned as the Executive 
Chef at the Dan Abraham Healthy Living Center for Mayo Clinic employees where he managed 
two cafes planning tasteful meals within the parameters of low-calorie, low-fat yet delicious. 
He also taught multiple cooking classes weekly across campus showcasing healthy cooking 
techniques, trends, special projects and recipe development.

Tim is active in the American Culinary Foundation, earning his Certifi ed Executive Chef 
credentials in early 2014. He also serves at the Director of Culinary Scholarships for the Drew 
Woodwick Scholarship Foundation.

We’re excited about the NEW Master’s Bar & Grille featuring:     
 -Great Atmosphere        
 -Serving Lunch & Dinner        
 -Featuring Local Fresh and Affordable Food      
 -Full Service Bar with Specialty Cocktails      
 -Regional Taps & Bottled Beer       
 -Wine Menu         
 -Golf Outing Packages

POOL SAFETY
LIFEGUARD TRAINING: 

March 22 and March 29-April 2   
 
Fee: $175    
Pre-Requisites Pre Test: March 22 - 3-4p.m.  
  
Class meeting times: March 29 - 3-8p.m., March 
30 - 3-8p.m., March 3- 3-8p.m., April 1 - 3-8pm, 
April 2 - 7:30a.m.-2p.m.

Lifeguard Training: April 19 and April 25-April 29 
   
Fee: $175    
Pre-Requisites Pre Test: April 19 - 3-4p.m.  
 
Class Meeting Times: April 25 – 3-8p.m., April 
26 – 3-8p.m., April 27 – 3-8:30p.m., April – 28 
3-8:30p.m., April 29 – 3-8:30p.m. 
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By HOWARD LESTRUD
Staff Writer

Editor’s Note: See this week’s front page 
story about Connor Weckwerth and his 
fi ght against brain cancer.

It will be a special afternoon Sunday, 
March 20, for Connor Weckwerth when his 
family and friends sponsor a benefi t from 1-5 
p.m. at the Geneva Community Center, 410 
SE 1st Ave.

Friends and family are invited to enjoy an 
afternoon of food and a time to bid on some 
very attractive items at both a live auction 
and silent auction.

The benefi t is directed toward Connor’s 
family living expenses. Connor is a 7-year-
old boy who was diagnosed with brain can-
cer in June 2015. He underwent six hours of 
surgery, 33 tradition treatments and is cur-
rently going through 44 weeks of chemo-
therapy.

“Connor has an amazing spirit and brings 
joy and a smile to all,” says his mother April 
O’Connor and his father Milo Weckwerth. 
Connor also has a brother Garrett, 12.

A meal is planned, including pulled pork 
sandwiches, beans, potato salad, chips and 
kids’ hot dogs. Freewill donations will be ac-
cepted.

Auction items already include:
• Minnesota Twins baseball tickets, cour-

tesy of KROC Television
• Snowmobile jacket
• Fire pit ring
• Hand-knit items
• Homemade quilts
• Rocking horse and rocking truck donated 

Ryan (Junior) Johnson of Ellendale
• 40-inch TV donated by Sorenson’s Ap-

pliances and Krejci Ford
• Homemade pies
• Homemade apple crisp cheesecake made 

by April O’Connor. (“It’s massive and I hope 
it draws a high price,” said April. “Maybe 
$10 million,” joked Connor.)

Face painting will be offered for the kids.
A major organizer for Connor’s Fight Ben-

efi t is Amy Svoboda, a very close friend of 
April. Amy was diagnosed with lymphoma 
cancer one month before Connor was di-
agnosed with brain cancer in June of 2015. 
Amy’s cancer is currently in remission.

Donations are still welcome and can be 
sent to Farmers & Merchants State Bank at 
245 E. Main Street, P.O. Box 277, Blooming 
Prairie, MN 55917.

If interested in helping out, please contact 
Amy Svoboda at 507-456-6761.

Organizers ask that no donations contain 
peanuts or tree nuts because of allergies. 
“If someone opened a peanut butter jar in 
a room, I would have to leave,” said April, 
who has a peanut allergy.

Benefi t organizers express thanks in ad-
vance for those who are helping. “The 
Blooming Prairie Cancer Group has been 
fantastic,” April said. She said she plans to 
donate a wheel chair Connor used to the 
Cancer Group.

Proceeds from the benefi t will be used for 
family living expenses and expenses relative 
to travel for treatment.
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King Orthodontics

Farm

Collision

Farms 

& 
Mike 
Jeff 
Custom 

MJC Farms, LLC 
13324 89th Ave SE 
Blooming Prairie, MN   
55917 
Fax  507-572-1337 

Mike Ingvalson  507-456-1436 
mikeingvalson@hotmail.com 

  

We offer: 
Seed 
Chemical 
Fertilizer 
Custom Farming 
Crop Scouting 

High Yields Start Here 

Jeff Ingvalson  507-456-1439 
jeffingvalson@hotmail.com 

THE ONLY AREA SHOP certified to work 
 on the 2015 Ford Aluminum F150

Monuments Pets

Larry & Donna Bennett
4151 N. City Rd. 45
Owatonna, MN 55060
(507) 451-2203 Cell: 507-456-3562

Bennett’s
Pet Haven
Cemetery, Inc.

“Professional Cremation and Burial Services for your loving pet”
Shorty & Sue Schroht

857 Mosher Ave.
Owatonna, MN 55060

(507) 455-3204

STEELE COUNTY TIMES PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY

King OrthodonticsKing Orthodontics
Tires

Mike’s  REPAIR
507-455-0388

Fax: 507-455-0486
After Hours: 507-455-0483

Tire Service
AG & Heavy Truck 

Complete Truck Parts and Service Mike Hartle
     Owner

870 32 Ave. NW
Owatonna, MN 55060

Truck Accessories
The lightest, most 
durable, longest 

lasting truck fenders, 
bracket kits, and truck 

accessories in the 
trucking industry.

Minimizer.com • 800-248-3855 • Blooming Prairie

Minimizer.com • 800-248-3855 • Blooming Prairie

ExcavatingSanitation & Recycling

Storage

Legacy MonuMent 
SaLeS

Leon & Lori Bohlman
landlbo@gmail.com

 Cell: 507-456-3735 or 507.456.7864

We can 
coMe to you.

exceptionaL QuaLity, unSurpaSSed VaLue

Or Toll Free 1-888-451-0976 • P.O. Box 321 • Owatonna
email: info@stewartsanitation.com

Locally Family Owned  
and Operated Since 1994

Your Local Choice!
When you have had it with the Large Corporate 

Companies, We offer you a friendly Small town way  
of doing business. Unlike our World Wide 

Competitors who rely on a contract to ensure your 
patronage, we earn it the old fashioned way!

507-451-0976

Contact Gary Trom  
at 507-456-2957

blooming prairie Our low prices &  
great services says it all

10x20 Units  
Available Now

© 2016 Husqvarna AB.  All rights reserved.

find your HusqvArnA At

240 Chainsaw
15% more power than the leading competitor 
in it’s class. ideal for clean-up and pruning 
tasks around the home.  

Air injection™  |  X-torq®  |  Low vib®  |  2 hp

$179.95 MsrP

440 Chainsaw
Be more productive with this powerful, fuel  

efficient saw. With 24% more fuel capacity than 
the leading competitor in it’s class, you’ll be  

running stronger, longer. 

X-torq®  |  tool-less Chain Adjust optional   |  2.41 hp

$299.95 MsrP

450 ranCher Chainsaw
A powerful all-round saw with professional 
features for exceptional results. 12% less 
weight than the leading competitor.

Air injection™  |  X-torq®  |  smart start®   |  3.2 hp

450 froM  $369.95 MsrP

450 rAnCHer  $399.95 MsrP 
 

king of  
tHe fArM

your first ChoiCe 
for farm or forest

Miner’s Outdoor & Rec
635 6th St SE, Blooming Prairie

507-583-2712

Permanent  
Cosmetics  CosmeticsCosmetics

by Annette

Annette K. Snyder   
MDH License 310753

23 yrs Experience

719-429-1966   

Hair-Stroke Eyebrows • Eyeliner • Lip Color
Mastectomy Areola Reconstruction

Make your  
appointment TODAY!

Free Consult  
& Touch Up

annetteksnyder@msn.com
www.permanentcosmeticsbyannette.com

410 Main St E, Waterville, MN

*starting at $200.00

Call to place an item 
in the Classifieds today: 
507-583-4431

Always local, all the time.
TSteele County 

imes

KREJCI Sponsored by 

Blooming 
Prairie Cancer 

Group

Cancer Corner

Help Connor Weckwerth fi ght cancer

Staff  photo by Howard Lestrud
Connor Weckwerth hams it up with his 
mother (center) April O’Connor and close 
friend Amy Svoboda, left. Amy is the 
lead organizer for Connor’s Fight Benefi t 
which will be held from 1-5 p.m. Sunday, 
March 20 at the Geneva Community 
Center.

TMC vet wins Minimizer-sponsored 
Career Leadership Award

Kevin Tomlinson didn’t end up 
driving trucks like his father and 
grandfather, but he is pretty darn 
good at fi xing them.

Tomlinson, winner of the 2015 
CCJ Career Leadership Award, 
has spent 37 years in the trucking 
industry after graduating from a 
six-month technician program in 
1979.

He has been a Technology 
and Maintenance Council board 
member for the past six years, and 
is currently the Maintenance Di-
rector for South Shore Transport 
in Ohio.

Minimizer sponsors the CCJ 
Career Leadership Award.

“Congratulations to Kevin on a 
well-deserved honor,” Minimizer 
CEO and Chief Visionary Craig 
Kruckeberg said. “Trucking is in 
his blood, and I’m glad to see his 
dedication to the industry lead to 
this distinguished award.”

Minimizer is your aftermarket 
solution for quality and depend-
able Truck Parts, including ev-
erything from Poly Truck Fend-
ers, Toolboxes, Custom Molded 
Floor Mats, Mud Flaps, Truck 

Maintenance Products and other 
Truck Accessories. Minimizer 
uses durable materials and ro-
botic production technology to 
create an industry standard that 
allows them to offer the longest 
guarantee in the industry. Use 
Minimizer’s innovative products 
to make your truck stand out from 
the rest.

Minimizer manufactures its 
products in the heart of the USA, 
and has been an American fam-
ily owned and operated company 
for three generations. Minimizer 
takes pride in being known for the 
toughest products in the toughest 
industry.

Check out all their products at 
Minimizer.com or email info@

Submitted photo
Kevin Tomlinson was recently named the winner of the 2015 CCJ 
Career Leadership Award. 
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FARM
LIVINGPLUS

YOUR AGRI
CONNECTION

www.steeledodgenews.com

Call Dallas for all your Drainage Needs!
507-451-2873
Toll-Free 1-855-298-2568

We can also help you with:
• Aggregate Products • Hauling
• Waterway Cleaning • Septic
• All Excavation Projects

Let Us Put A Drainage Project Like This 
On Your Farm

41 Years
in Business!

Excavation & Drainage, Inc.

LOKEN

3695 Hoffman Drive NW • Owatonna • loken@qwestoffice.net

Did You Know?
Fun farm facts:

10
-3

7c

By KAREN JORGENSEN
County Staff Writer 

Farm, Power Show returns to Four Seasons
The North American Farm 

and Power Show returns to the 
Four Seasons in Owatonna for 
the 14th year Thursday, Friday 
and Saturday, March 17, 18 and 
19.

The annual event, which is 
open to the public, features dis-
plays from agriculture-related 
vendors and educational sem-
inars and is one of the largest 
such events in the nation. 

It showcases products from a 
variety of industries including 
agriculture, forestry, machine 
and garden tools, renewable en-
ergy and conservation, horticul-
ture and floriculture.

In addition to the vendor dis-
plays, those attending have the 
opportunity to learn about the 
latest developments and issues 
affecting agriculture with two 
days of educational seminars 
and programs.

The Linder Farm Network is 
sponsoring the Thursday morn-
ing seminar on “Farm & Busi-
ness Succession Planning.”

Leah R. Gilbert of Pluto Le-
gal, PLLC, will be the speaker. 
The session, which includes 
time for questions, will be at 10 
a.m. in the second floor meeting 
room.

On Friday morning, Jerry 
Johnson, chairman and CEO of 
Aglytix in Mankato and David 
Rohlik, AMS specialist with Ag 
Power Enterprises in Owatonna, 
will speak about “Agricultural 
Technology – What’s the Lat-
est?” This session also starts at 
10 a.m. in the second floor meet-
ing room.

The University of Minnesota 
Extension Service is in charge 
of the afternoon sessions.

Thursday’s session will con-
centrate on buffers with Doug 

Busselman, of the Minnesota 
Farm Bureau and Warren For-
mo of MN Ag Water Resource 
Center, speaking on “What You 
Need to Know About the Buffer 
Law” at 1 p.m.

At 2 p.m. Eric Gulbransen, 
Soil & Water Conservation Dis-
trict manager, will give a Steele 
County Conservation office up-
date. At 2:20 p.m. Ryan Miller, a 
University of Minnesota Exten-
sion crops educator, will speak 
on “Improving Water Quality: 
the Benefits and Limitations of 
Buffer Strips.”

Feedlots and manure man-
agement take center stage Fri-
day afternoon, as the Minnesota 
Association of County Feedlot 
Officers will offer a training 
session for commercial manure 
applicators and livestock pro-
ducers.

The session will be an oppor-
tunity to learn more about the 
developments in manure man-
agement and meet the education 
requirements for the Minnesota 
Department of Agriculture’s 
Commercial Waste Technician 
Licensing Program.

Registration opens at noon 
with the program beginning at 
1 p.m.

Topics include a CAWT li-
cense program update, water-
shed restoration and protection 
strategy, application timing and 
nitrification inhibitors, nitrogen 
and phosphorus regulations and 
rules of the road.

The program will conclude 
with final remarks and instruc-
tions at 4:15 p.m.

There will also be three 
demonstrations of grain bin 
safety, sponsored by the South-
east Farm Bureaus on Friday.

Demonstration times are 11 
a.m., 2 p.m. and 4 p.m. in the 
south parking area. The demon-
strations are put on by SASCS, 

LLC (Safety and Security Con-
sultation Specialists, from Min-
nesota Lake).

There is no admission charge 
for any of the show events.

Doors to the exhibit area will 
open at 9 a.m. Thursday, Friday 
and Saturday. The show is open 
until 5 p.m. on Thursday and 
Friday and 4 p.m. on Saturday. 
There is free parking at the Four 
Seasons, located on the Steele 
County Fairgrounds.

•One pound of wool can make 10 miles of yarn. 
•There are 150 yards (450 feet) of wool yarn in a baseball.
•Soybeans are an important ingredient for the production 
•of crayons. In fact, one acre of soybeans can produce 
•82,368 crayons.
•The heaviest turkey ever raised weighed 86 pounds, 
•about the size of an average third-grader.
•Cows are herbivores, so they only have teeth on the bottom.
•There are 350 squirts in a gallon of milk.
•Cows must give birth to a calf in order to produce milk.

#1 
SEED

1st in First Seed Trials
Janning Seeds

507-213-6548

Corn & Soybean seed 
available for farmers 

if they run short.

Staff file photo  | 
Karen Jorgensen

Twins Hannah and Grace 
Garms look at toy tractors 

and farm equipment for sale 
at last year’s North Ameri-

can Farmand Power Show at 
the Four Seasons Center in 

Owatonna. This year’s event 
will take place on Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday, March 

17, 18 and 19. 
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Recycled entertainment and education
Education/News

By ANNA SEGNER
County Staff Writer

   
Over 1,000 people packed 

into the Willow Creek gym to 
play the games created out of 
cardboard and recycled materi-
als by sixth grade students. 

The projects were in par-
ticipation of the Global Card-
board Challenge program of 
the Imagination Foundation, a 
nonprofi t with a mission is to in-
spire creativity, engineering and 
entrepreneurship. Willow Creek 
called their project “Creeker Ar-
cade.” 

The games are more than just 
fun. Science, Technology, Engi-
neering and Math (STEM) coor-
dinator and science teacher Tom 
Meagher said that the education-
al potential for these projects is 
infi nite. 

The students built their games 
in science class. Meagher said 
that the students applied many 
physics concepts as they con-
sidered various forces of motion 
when creating the games. 

Teams of three or four stu-
dents worked together to design 
their games within two weeks. 
Many students said that the en-
gineering process required a 

lot of teamwork and leadership 
within groups.

“Now that the games are cre-
ated, the students are tracking 
the scores of the games’ partici-
pants. They will use that data in 
math classes for teaching theo-
retical probability,” said Mea-
gher. “For example, some games 
have four holes to toss a little 
ball in. That means that there 
is 25 percent chance that it will 
land in one.” 

Students were also walking 
around the gym with clipboards 
to evaluate their peers. 

Students were also doing 
some advertising for their games 
to get people to come play their 
game. Sixth grader Koi Chi-
nander was running around the 
gym with a cardboard sign that 
had the words “Cookie Mon-
ster” scribbled on it with marker. 

The Cookie Monster game 
was a combination of a game 
of aim and Plink-O. “The ob-
jective of the game is to throw 
the ball into Cookie Monster’s 
mouth. That is 900 points,” said 
Chinander. “Then, if it makes it 
through the Popsicle sticks, you 
get another 100 points.”

Chinander worked with his 
partners Jose Arevalo, Rylan 
Warner and Drake Efta. They 

explained the various forces of 
motion at work during the pro-
cess of their game. 

“I feel like we needed more 
duct tape,” said Chinander, look-
ing as some sagging cardboard 
on their game. “This was a good 
experience. We had fun overall.”

Sixth graders Lydia Nelson, 
Alexis Highfi eld, Anna Hol-
comb and Grace Jacobs created 
the game “Ring around the Bot-
tle.” They asked participants to 
roll a cardboard dice twice. The 
added total of each roll was the 
amount of rings that the player 
received. 

From there, the player had the 
opportunity to throw their card-
board discs, in hopes of landing 
around the spout of plastic bot-
tles arranged in a bottle. 

“Our question is, what is the 
probability that someone will 
roll seven or higher?” said Nel-
son, after explaining the push 
and pull forces of motion work-
ing in their project.

Explanation of projects in 
academic language was one of 
the aspects of the project that 
Meagher found at the “Creeker 
Arcade.” Staff  photos by Anna Segner

Over 1,000 people packed into the Willow Creek gym on Feb. 28 to play the games created out of 
cardboard and recycled materials by sixth grade students. The projects were in participation of the 
Global Cardboard Challenge program of the Imagination Foundation.

Sixth graders Lydia Nelson, Alexis Highfi eld, Anna Holcomb, and Grace Jacobs created the 
game “Ring around the Bottle” for their participation of the Global Cardboard Challenge 
program. These projects broke educational boundaries, as they touch on probability, physics, 
engineering, communications and even art.

The projects were in participation of the Global Cardboard Challenge program of the Imagination 
Foundation, a nonprofi t with a mission is to inspire creativity, engineering and entrepreneurship. 
Willow Creek called their project “Creeker Arcade.”

Applications open for SMIF’s 
AmeriCorps LEAP program

Southern Minnesota Initiative 
Foundation’s (SMIF) Ameri-
Corps LEAP (Learning Early 
Achieves Potential) Initiative is 
seeking qualifi ed candidates to 
fi ll 20 FTE positions. 

AmeriCorps LEAP members 
serve in early childhood care set-
tings and work with children on 
social-emotional skill develop-
ment to help southern Minnesota 
preschoolers become better pre-
pared to enter kindergarten.

The 2016-17 AmeriCorps 
LEAP Initiative service term is 
an 11-month commitment begin-
ning with an orientation mid-Au-
gust and ending July 15, 2017. In 
addition to focusing on building 
social-emotional learning skills 
to prepare children for kinder-
garten readiness, the LEAP pro-
gram also works to promote rou-
tine reading at home. 

All applicants receive a living 
allowance and Segal education 
award ($5,775 for FTE members 
and $2,887.50 for PTE members) 
that can be used to pay off stu-
dent loans or tuition and books 
costs at local colleges. A health 
care or childcare benefi t is also 
available if needed. LEAP par-
ticipants will be trained prior to 
site engagement during a three-
day orientation retreat in August. 

Barbara Gunderson, SMIF’s 
AmeriCorps LEAP Director, lists 
the following as the top three 
reasons to consider applying:

1. Experience life-changing 
growth while earning funds for 
college education and/or paying 
off student loan debt.

2. Make a difference by giving 

preschool children social-emo-
tional support and helping them 
develop critical skills for kinder-
garten success.

3. Developing professional 
and personal leadership skills 
that will last a lifetime.

“Not only are there countless 
statistics that show why early 
childhood investments are a 
good long-term payoff: higher 
college graduation rates, reduced 
human services costs long-term, 
etc.; the benefi ts of working with 
kids early on social-emotional 
skills is intuitive,” said former 
AmeriCorps LEAP member 
Bruce Boyce. “Getting to wit-
ness kids socially and emotion-
ally develop is very gratifying.” 

Currently, there are 80,000 

AmeriCorps members serving 
across the nation.

Available SMIF AmeriCorps 
LEAP positions are located in 
numerous communities across 
the region, including: Blue Earth, 
Fairmont, Le Center, Mankato, 
New Ulm, Northfi eld, St. Peter, 

Sherburn/Welcome, and Winona.
Applications are due July 1, 

2016. Candidate interviews are 
in process, so applicants are en-
couraged to apply early. To learn 
more about requirements, mem-
ber duties, benefi ts, or how to 
apply, visit the application link at 
www.smifoundation.org or call 
507-455-3215.

SMIF, a donor-supported 
foundation, invests for economic 
growth in 20 Minnesota counties. 
The Foundation has provided 
more than $55 million in grants 
and loans within the region dur-
ing the past 30 years. SMIF’s key 
interests include early childhood 
and economic development. 

The LEAP Initiative is an 
AmeriCorps program made pos-
sible through the Southern Min-
nesota Initiative Foundation-
Early Childhood Development 
partnership with ServeMinne-
sota, and the Corporation for Na-
tional and Community Service. 
They are committed to recruiting 
and engaging individuals with-
out regard to disability, gender, 
race, religion or sexual orienta-
tion.

Submitted photo
Senator Amy Klobuchar visited with current AmeriCorps Learning 
Early Achieves Potential (LEAP) members earlier this year.

Owatonna Parks and 
Recreation announces 
calendar photo contest

The Owatonna Parks and 
Recreation Department is 
now accepting photos for the 
2017 Owatonna Parks and 
Recreation calendar. 

To enter, submit photos 
featuring Owatonna Parks 
and Trails, for a chance to 
win a $25 or $10 gift card 
and a place on the 2017 cal-
endar. The photographer of 
the cover photo will receive 
a $25 Owatonna Park and 
Recreation gift card and pho-
tographers featured inside the 
calendar will receive a $10 
gift card. All winners also re-
ceive a free calendar. 

To enter, e-mail pho-

tos to Jessica.Abrahams@
ci.owatonna.mn.us or mail 
the photos to: Attn: Jessica 
540 West Hills Circle, Owa-
tonna, MN 55060. 

All entries must be sub-
mitted by Oct. 21, 2016 and 
include the photographer’s 
name and phone number. 

By submitting a photo, ap-
plicants agree that they have 
taken the submitted photo. 
These photos may be used 
at the discretion of the Owa-
tonna Parks and Recreation 
Department on websites, so-
cial media outlets, print and 
online publications and other 
outlets. 

Northern Country Co-op 
scholarships available

Northern Country Coop-
erative Company awards sev-
eral $500 scholarships in eli-
gible graduating high school 
seniors, in the company’s 
trade area, who plan to attend 
an accredited college. 

Programs may be from one 
to four years in length. The 
recipient is to be enrolled in 
an Agriculture or Ag-related 
program of study. Northern 
Country Co-op has locations 
in Stacyville and Toeterville, 
Iowa and in Adams, Alden, 
Brownsdale, Conger, Em-
mons, Lansing, LeRoy, Lyle, 
Oakland and Rose Creek in 
Minnesota.

Interested seniors can con-
tact their high school guid-
ance counselor for an ap-
plication form, along with 
complete criteria and speci-
fi cations, and can also access 
the information at the compa-
ny’s website www.ncountry-
coop.com. Home-schooled 
students should contact the 
high school district where 
their residence is located. All 
entries must reach Northern 
Country Co-op’s offi ce in 
Stacyville, Iowa no later than 
April 1, 2016.
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Legal Notices
Foreclosure

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION OF 
THE DEBT AND IDENTITY OF THE 
ORIGINAL CREDITOR WITHIN 
THE TIME PROVIDED BY LAW IS 
NOT AFFECTED BY THIS ACTION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that 
default has occurred in conditions of 
the following described mortgage:
DATE OF 
MORTGAGE: August 17, 2006
MORTGAGOR: W i l l i a m 
D. Talley and Dianne Talley, 
husband and wife as joint tenants.
MORTGAGEE:  
Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc..
DATE AND PLACE OF 
RECORDING:  Recorded 
August 23, 2006 Steele County 
Recorder, Document No. A000343781.
ASSIGNMENTS OF MORTGAGE:   
Assigned to:  Bank of America, 
N.A. successor by merger to 
BAC Home Loans Servicing, LP 
f/k/a Countrywide Home Loans 
Servicing LP.  Dated May 21, 
2012 Recorded May 29, 2012, as 
Document No. A000384862.    And 
thereafter assigned to:  Green 
Tree Servicing LLC now known as 
Ditech Financial LLC.   Dated June 
6, 2013 Recorded August 8, 2013, 
as Document No. A000392859.            
TRANSACTION AGENT:  Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.
TRANSACTION AGENT’S 
MORTGAGE IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER ON MORTGAGE:  
1 0 0 2 4 8 9 0 6 0 8 0 0 2 5 4 9 5
LENDER OR BROKER AND 
MORTGAGE ORIGINATOR 
STATED ON MORTGAGE:  Rescue 
Mortgage Inc., dba Mortgage Depot
RESIDENTIAL MORTGAGE 
SERVICER:  Ditech Financial LLC 
f/k/a Green Tree Servicing LLC
MORTGAGED PROPERTY 
ADDRESS:  303 South Elm 
Avenue, Owatonna, MN 55060
TAX PARCEL I.D. #:  17.100.1502
LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
OF PROPERTY:
The North 1/2 of Lot 1 in 
Block 15 of the Original 
Town (now City) of Owatonna
COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY IS 
LOCATED: S t e e l e
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL AMOUNT 
OF MORTGAGE: $108,800 .00
AMOUNT DUE AND CLAIMED TO 
BE DUE AS OF DATE OF NOTICE, 
INCLUDING TAXES, IF ANY, PAID 
BY MORTGAGEE: $101,517 .24
 That prior to the commencement 
of this mortgage foreclosure 
proceeding Mortgagee/Assignee of 
Mortgagee complied with all notice 
requirements as required by statute; 
That no action or proceeding has 
been instituted at law or otherwise 
to recover the debt secured by 
said mortgage, or any part thereof;
PURSUANT to the power of sale 
contained in said mortgage, 
the above described property 
will be sold by the Sheriff  
of said county as follows:
DATE AND TIME OF SALE: 
March 25, 2016 at 10:00 AM
PLACE OF SALE: S t e e l e 
County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce, Law 
Enforcement Center, 204 Pearl 
Street East, Owatonna, MN
to pay the debt then secured by 
said Mortgage, and taxes, if any, 
on said premises, and the costs 
and disbursements, including 
attorneys’ fees allowed by law 
subject to redemption within    six 
(6) months from the date of said 
sale by the mortgagor(s), their 
personal representatives or 
assigns unless reduced to Five (5) 
weeks under MN Stat. §580.07.
TIME AND DATE TO VACATE 
PROPERTY: If the real estate is 
an owner-occupied, single-family 
dwelling, unless otherwise provided 
by law, the date on or before which 
the mortgagor(s) must vacate the 
property if the mortgage is not 
reinstated under section 580.30 
or the property is not redeemed 
under section 580.23 is 11:59 p.m. 
on September 26, 2016 unless that 
date falls on a weekend  or legal 
holiday, in which case it is the next 
weekday, and unless the redemption 
period is reduced to 5 weeks under 
MN Stat. Secs. 580.07 or 582.032.
MORTGAGOR(S) RELEASED 
FROM FINANCIAL OBLIGATION 
ON MORTGAGE:None
“THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY 
THE MORTGAGOR, THE 
MORTGAGOR’S PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES OR ASSIGNS, 
MAY BE REDUCED TO FIVE 
WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS 
ENTERED UNDER MINNESOTA 
STATUTES, SECTION 582.032, 
DETERMINING, AMONG OTHER 
THINGS, THAT THE MORTGAGED 
PREMISES ARE IMPROVED 
WITH A RESIDENTIAL DWELLING 
OF LESS THAN FIVE UNITS, 
ARE NOT PROPERTY USED IN 
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION, 
AND ARE ABANDONED.”

Dated: January 21, 2016

Ditech Financial LLC f/k/a Green 
Tree Servicing LLC

Mortgagee/Assignee of Mortgagee

USSET, WEINGARDEN AND 
LIEBO, P.L.L.P.

Attorneys for Mortgagee/Assignee 
of Mortgagee

4500 Park Glen Road #300
Minneapolis, MN 55416

(952) 925-6888
8 - 15-010397 FC

THIS IS A COMMUNICATION 
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR.

2/2, 2/9, 2/16
2/23, 3/1, 3/8

STATE OF MINNESOTA                                                                 
                           DISTRICT COURT
COUNTY OF STEELE 
                                  

  THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT
    CASE TYPE 14:  OTHER CIVIL 

  MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE
Court File No.: 74-CV-15-1089

Federal National 
Mortgage Association,
    
 Plaintiff,  
vs.   

Gregory M. Lindholm, 
Mary Lindholm,
Thorp Loan and Thrift Company
d/b/a ITT Financial Services,
John Doe and Mary Roe, 
 Defendant(s).

DATE OF MORTGAGE:  October 25, 
2011
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL AMOUNT 
OF MORTGAGE:  $179,300.00
MORTGAGOR(S):  Gregory M. Lind-
holm and Mary Lindholm, Husband 
and Wife
MORTGAGEE:  Mortgage Elec-
tronic Registration Systems, Inc. as 
nominee for Suntrust Mortgage, Inc., 
thereafter assigned to Federal Na-
tional Mortgage Association.
LENDER:  Suntrust Mortgage, Inc.
SERVICER:  Seterus, Inc.
Loss Mitigation Phone Number:  
1-866-570-5277
DATE AND PLACE OF FILING:  Re-
corded November 02, 2011, Steele 
County Recorder’s Offi ce, as Docu-
ment No. A000380944
PROPERTY ADDRESS:  8693 SE 
34th Ave, Owatonna, MN 55060
PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER:  04-019-3301 and 04-
019-3302
AMOUNT DUE UNDER JUDGMENT 
& DECREE:  $212,836.17
DATE AND TIME OF SALE:  April 21, 
2016 at 10:00 a.m.
PLACE OF SALE:  Steele County 
Sheriff’s Offi ce, 204 East Pearl 
Street, Owatonna, MN 55060

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that 
under and by virtue of a Judgment 
and Decree granted and entered in 
the above-cited action on the 19th  
of January, 2016, a certifi ed copy 
of which has been delivered to me 
directing the sale of the premises 
hereinafter described to satisfy the 
amount found and adjudged due 
said Plaintiff in the above-entitled ac-
tion from said Defendants, Gregory 
M. Lindholm, and Mary Lindholm, the 
Sheriff of Steele County will sell at 
public auction to the highest bidder 
for cash, on April 21, 2016, at 10:00 
a.m., at the Steele County Sheriff’s 
Offi ce, 204 East Pearl Street, Owa-
tonna, MN 55060, the premises and 
real estate described in said Judg-
ment and Decree: 
A tract of land in the Southwest Quar-
ter of the Southwest Quarter of Sec-
tion 19, Township 106 North, Range 
19 West, described as follows: 
Commencing at the Southwest Cor-
ner of said Section 19; thence North 
0 degrees, 0 minutes, 0 seconds 
East (assumed bearing) 300 feet 
along the West line of said Sec-
tion 19 to the point of beginning, 
thence continuing North 0 degrees, 
0 minutes, 0 seconds East 434 feet; 
thence North 90 degrees, 0 minutes, 
0 seconds East 425 feet; thence 
South 02 degrees, 38 minutes, 19 
seconds West 434.46 feet; thence 
South 90 degrees, 0 minutes, 0 
seconds West 405 feet to the point 
of beginning (containing 4.1 acres, 
more or less),
AND
Commencing at the Southwest Cor-
ner of said Section 19, thence North 
11 1/2 rods; thence East 7 rods; 
thence South 11 1/2 rods; thence 
West 7 rods to point of beginning. 
Containing .503 acres, more or less.
to pay the debt secured by said 
mortgage and taxes, if any, on said 
premises and the costs and dis-
bursements, including attorneys fees 
allowed by law, subject to redemp-
tion within 6 months from the date 
of the confi rmation of sale by the 
mortgagor(s) the personal represen-
tatives or assigns.
TIME AND DATE TO VACATE 
PROPERTY:  If the real estate is an 
owner-occupied, single-family dwell-
ing, unless otherwise provided by 
law, the date on or before which the 
mortgagor(s) must vacate the prop-
erty, if the mortgage is not reinstated 
under section 580.30 or the prop-
erty is not redeemed under section 
580.23, will be six (6) months from 
the date of the sale confi rmation.

THE TIME ALLOWED BY LAW FOR 
REDEMPTION BY THE MORTGAG-
OR, THE MORTGAGOR’S PER-
SONAL REPRESENTATIVES OR 
ASSIGNS, MAY BE REDUCED TO 
FIVE WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL ORDER 
IS ENTERED UNDER MINNESOTA 
STATUTES SECTION 582.032 
DETERMINING, AMONG OTHER 
THINGS, THAT THE MORTGAGED 
PREMISES ARE IMPROVED WITH 
A RESIDENTIAL DWELLING OF 
LESS THAN 5 UNITS, ARE NOT 
PROPERTY USED FOR AGRICUL-
TURAL PRODUCTION, AND ARE 
ABANDONED.

SHAPIRO & ZIELKE, LLP

        Steele County Sheriff
By: /s/ Steele County Deputy 

Sheriff_

By:/s/ John P. Dockry__________

      John P. Dockry #0395340
      Kalli L. Ostlie #0329678

      Deputy Sheriff
Attorneys for Plaintiff

      12550 West Frontage Road, 
Ste. 200

      Burnsville, MN 55337
      Telephone: (952) 831-4060
      Facsimile: 1-847-954-4800

PURSUANT TO THE FAIR DEBT 
COLLECTION PRACTICES ACT, 
YOU ARE ADVISED THAT THIS 
OFFICE IS DEEMED TO BE A 
DEBT COLLECTOR.  ANY IN-
FORMATION OBTAINED WILL BE 
USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.  THIS 
NOTICE IS REQUIRED BY THE 
PROVISIONS OF THE FAIR DEBT 
COLLECTION PRACTICES ACT 
AND DOES NOT IMPLY THAT WE 
ARE ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT 
MONEY FROM ANYONE WHO 
HAS DISCHARGED THE DEBT 

Foreclosure UNDER THE BANKRUPTCY 
LAWS OF THE UNITED 
STATES.
 

2/23,3/1,3/8
3/15, 3/22, 3/29

Foreclosure

Foreclosure

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION OF 
THE DEBT AND IDENTITY OF THE 
ORIGINAL CREDITOR WITHIN 
THE TIME PROVIDED BY LAW IS 
NOT AFFECTED BY THIS ACTION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN:  That 
default has occurred in the conditions 
of the following described mortgage:
MORTGAGOR(S): Adam J. Gregor, 
a single person
MORTGAGEE: Wells Fargo Bank, 
N.A.
ASSIGNMENTS OF MORTGAGE: 
Assigned to: None.
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL AMOUNT 
OF MORTGAGE: $58,500.00
DATE OF MORTGAGE: November 
25, 2009
DATE AND PLACE OF FILING: 
Recorded on December 14, 2009 as 
Document Number A000368307 in 
the Offi ce of the County Recorder of 
Steele County, Minnesota.
THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO BE 
DUE ON THE MORTGAGE ON THE 
DATE OF THE NOTICE: $51,627.84
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF 
PROPERTY: Lot 2, Block 7, 
Brainerd`s Addition to the City of 
Blooming Prairie, Steele County, 
Minnesota 
STREET ADDRESS OF 
PROPERTY: 513 FIRST ST NE, 
BLOOMING PRAIRIE, MN 55917-
1216
COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY 
IS LOCATED: Steele County, 
Minnesota
 TRANSACTION AGENT: None
NAME OF MORTGAGE 
ORIGINATOR: Wells Fargo Bank, 
N.A.
RESIDENTIAL SERVICER: Wells 
Fargo Bank, N.A.
TAX PARCEL IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER: 14-103-0702
TRANSACTION AGENT'S 
MORTGAGE IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER: None
THAT no action or proceeding has 
been instituted at law to recover the 
debt then remaining secured by such 
mortgage, or any part thereof, or, if 
the action or proceeding has been 
instituted, that the same has been 
discontinued, or that an execution 
upon the judgment rendered therein 
has been returned unsatisfi ed, in 
whole or in part.
PURSUANT, to the power of sale 
contained in said mortgage, the 
above described property will be 
sold by the Sheriff of said county as 
follows:
DATE AND TIME OF SALE: April 19, 
2016 at 10:00 AM
PLACE OF SALE: Steele County 
Sheriff’s Offi ce, Law Enforcement 
Center, 204 Pearl Street East, 
Owatonna, Minnesota to pay the 
debt then secured by said mortgage 
and taxes, if any actually paid by the 
mortgagee, on the premises and the 
costs and disbursements allowed 
by law.  The time allowed by law for 
redemption by said mortgagor(s), 
their personal representatives or 
assigns is six (6) months from the 
date of sale.
TIME AND DATE TO VACATE 
PROPERTY: Unless said mortgage 
is reinstated or the property 
redeemed, or unless the time for 
redemption is reduced by judicial 
order, you must vacate the premises 
by 11:59 p.m. on October 19, 2016.

THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY 
THE MORTGAGOR, THE 
MORTGAGOR’S PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES OR ASSIGNS, 
MAY BE REDUCED TO FIVE 
WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS 
ENTERED UNDER MINNESOTA 
STATUTES, SECTION 582.032, 
DETERMINING, AMONG OTHER 
THINGS, THAT THE MORTGAGED 
PREMISES ARE IMPROVED 
WITH A RESIDENTIAL DWELLING 
OF LESS THAN FIVE UNITS, 
ARE NOT PROPERTY USED IN 
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION, 
AND ARE ABANDONED.

MORTGAGOR(S) RELEASED 
FROM FINANCIAL OBLIGATION 
ON MORTGAGE: None

Dated: February 25, 2016

WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A.
Mortgagee

THE ACADEMY LAW GROUP, P.A.

By:                /s/  
 

Rebecca F. Schiller, Esq.
N. Kibongni Fondungallah, Esq.

*Curt N. Trisko, Esq.*
Samuel R. Coleman, Esq.

Attorneys for Mortgagee
The Academy Professional Building

25 North Dale Street
St. Paul, MN 55102

(651) 209-9760
(16-0269-FC01)

THIS IS A COMMUNICATION 
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR.

3/1,3/8,3/15
3/22,3/29,4/5

Show of Cause

STATE OF MINNESOTA

IN DISTRICT COURT

COUNTY OF STEELE
 

THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT

Court File Number: 74-CV-16-117

In the matter of the Petition of 

Dennis W. Johnson

For an Order Showing Cancellation 
of a 
Contract for Deed

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE

TO: MICHAEL J. GODDARD AND 
AMBER N. GODDARD:

Upon receiving and fi ling the Report 
of Examiner of Titles in the above 
entitled matter, IT IS HEREBY 
ORDERED, that you and all persons 
interested, appear before this Court 
on the 1st   day of    April   , 2016 at   
8:30 a.m, Steele County Courthouse, 
111 East Main Street, Owatonna, 
Minnesota, and then, or as soon 
thereafter as said matter can be 
heard, show cause, if any there may 
be, why this Court should not enter 
an Order as follows:

That the Registrar of Titles, 
upon the fi ling with him of a 
certifi ed copy of this Order cancel 
Certifi cate of Title No. 17374 and 
enter a new Certifi cate of Title 
for Lot 5, Block 1, Tricentennial 
Addition, Owatonna, Minnesota
In favor of Dennis W. Johnson 
free of the memorial of the 
following documents: 
#T000063192; #T000063474; 
#T000065153; #T000072599;
and free of the memorial of this 
Order, but subject to all other 
memorials and recitals appearing on 
Certifi cate of Title No. 17374.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED, that this 
Order be served:

NOTICE TO 
MATERIAL SUPPLIERS

Sealed bids will be received by the Steele County Auditor, 
Steele County Administration Center, 630 Florence Avenue, 
P. 0. Box 890, Owatonna, Minnesota, 55060, until 11:00 a.m., 
March 8, 2016, for seasonal material requirements for the fol-
lowing:

Plant Mixed Bituminous Material and Aggregate Materi-
als.

Bids are to be submitted on the prepared proposal forms 
which can be secured at the Offi ce of the County Engineer, 
635 Florence Avenue, Owatonna, Minnesota, 55060, Tele-
phone: (507) 444-7670 or on the Steele County website at 
www.co.steele.mn.us

The County Board reserves the right to reject any and all 
bids and to waive any technical defects and to award the con-
tracts to other than the lowest bidder, or more than one bidder 
if, in their discretion, the interest of the County will be best 
served thereby.

Laura Ihrke 
Steele County Auditor
 2/23,3/1,3/8

(a) at least 10 days prior to such 
hearing upon the above named 
parties residing in this State in the 
manner provided by law for the 
service of Summons in a civil action;

(b) it shall be served at least 14 
days prior to such hearing upon any 
of the above named non-residents 
by sending a copy of this Order to 
such non-residents their post offi ce 
address, by registered or certifi ed 
mail, with a return receipt requested;

(c) it shall be served upon any party 
who cannot be found by two weeks 
published notice and by sending a 
copy of this Order at least 14 days 
prior to the hearing by fi rst class 
mail to their address as stated on 
the Certifi cate of Title if an address 
is so stated.

(d) upon a dissolved, withdrawn or 
revoked business entity governed 
by Minn. Stat., Chp. 302A, 303, 
317A, 322A, 322B or 323 in the 
manner provided by Minn. Stat. 
5.25. (Note: return date on the Order 
to Show Cause must be at least 30 
days after the date of mailing by the 
Secretary of State).

YOU NEED NOT APPEAR IF 
YOU DO NOT OBJECT TO THE 
RELIEF REQUESTED. 
  

BY THE COURT
/s/ Karen R. Duncan

Judge of District Court
02/10/2016

   
Attorney for Petitioner:

Mark  J. Rahrick
Smith, Tollefson, Rahrick 
& Cass P.A.
108 West Park Square
Owatonna, Minnesota  55060

   
Approved as to form:

By: /s/ David L. Einhaus 
David L Einhaus, Examiner of 
Titles 

3/1,3/8

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION OF 
THE DEBT AND IDENTITY OF THE 
ORIGINAL CREDITOR WITHIN THE 
TIME PROVIDED BY LAW IS NOT 
AFFECTED BY THIS ACTION.
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN:  That 
Default has occurred in the condi-
tions of the following described 
mortgage:
DATE OF MORTGAGE: 09/23/2004
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF 
MORTGAGE: $100,700.00
MORTGAGOR(S): Dale L. Louks and 
Bonjonette Louks, Husband and 
Wife; and Lanny R. Louks
MORTGAGEE:  Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc., as nomi-
nee for Heartland Home Finance, 
Inc.
DATE AND PLACE OF FILING: 
10/12/2004 as Document Number 
A000326422 in the Offi  ce of the 
County Recorder, Steele County, 
Minnesota
ASSIGNMENT OF MORTGAGE: As-
signed to Ventures Trust 2013-I-H-R 
by MCM Capital Partners, LLC its 
Trustee
DATE AND PLACE OF FILING: 
03/05/2015 as Document Number 
A000401080 in the Offi  ce of the 
County Recorder, Steele County, 
Minnesota
TAX PARCEL I.D. NO.: 17-016-1153
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF PROPER-
TY: Commencing Ten (10) rods West 
of the Southeast corner of Lot Four 
(4) of Lot Eighteen (18) in the North-
east Quarter (1/4) of Section Sixteen 
(16) in Township One Hundred and 
Seven (107) North of Range Twenty 
(20) West, running thence North Ten 
(10) rods, thence West Four and 
one-half (4 1/2) rods, thence South 
Ten (10) rods, thence East Four and 
one-half (4 1/2) rods to the place of 
beginning.
ABSTRACT
STREET ADDRESS OF PROPER-
TY: 240 Northview, Owatonna, MN 
55060
COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY IS 
LOCATED: Steele
LENDER OR BROKER AND MORT-
GAGE ORIGINATOR: Heartland 
Home Finance, Inc.
RESIDENTIAL MORTGAGE SER-
VICER: BSI Financial Services Inc.
TRANSACTION AGENT: Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, 
Inc.
TRANSACTION AGENT’S 
MORTGAGE IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER ON MORTGAGE: 
100311010000110412
THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO BE 
DUE ON THE MORTGAGE AS 
OF THE DATE OF THIS NOTICE: 
$107,178.23
THAT no action or proceeding has 
been instituted at law to recover the 
debt secured by said mortgage, or 
any part thereof; that there has been 
compliance with all pre-foreclosure 
notice and acceleration require-
ments of said mortgage, and/or ap-
plicable statutes.
Pursuant to the power of sale con-
tained in said Mortgage, the Mort-
gage will be foreclosed, and the 
mortgaged premises will be sold by 
the Sheriff  of Steele County, Minne-
sota at public auction as follows:
DATE AND TIME OF SALE: 
05/10/2016 at 10:00AM
PLACE OF SALE: Steele County 
Sheriff ’s Offi  ce, 204 E. Pearl, Owa-
tonna, MN 55060 to pay the debt 
then secured by said mortgage and 
taxes, if any actually paid by the 
mortgagee, on the premises and the 
costs and disbursements allowed by 
law.
The time allowed by law for redemp-
tion by said Mortgagor(s) or Mort-
gagor’s personal representatives or 
assigns is six months from the date 
of sale.  
TIME AND DATE TO VACATE PROP-
ERTY: 
If the mortgage is not reinstated 
under Minn. Stat. §580.30 or re-
deemed under Minn. Stat. §580.23, 
the mortgagor must vacate the 
mortgaged property by 11:59 p.m. 
on 11/10/2016, or the next business 
day if 11/10/2016 falls on a Satur-
day, Sunday or legal holiday.

MORTGAGOR(S) RELEASED FROM 
FINANCIAL OBLIGATION ON 
MORTGAGE: None

THE TIME ALLOWED BY LAW FOR 
REDEMPTION BY THE MORTGAG-
OR, THE MORTGAGOR’S PER-
SONAL REPRESENTATIVES OR 
ASSIGNS, MAY BE REDUCED TO 
FIVE WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL ORDER 
IS ENTERED UNDER MINNESOTA 
STATUTES, SECTION 582.032, 
DETERMINING, AMONG OTH-
ER THINGS THAT MORTGAGED 
PREMISES ARE IMPROVED WITH A 
RESIDENTIAL DWELLING OF LESS 
THAN FIVE UNITS, ARE NOT PROP-
ERTY USED IN AGRICULTURAL 
PRODUCTION, AND ARE ABAN-
DONED.

Dated: 03/08/2016

Ventures Trust 2013-I-H-R by MCM 
Capital Partners, LLC its Trustee, 

Mortgagee/
Mortgage Assignee

Klatt, Odekirk, Augustine, Sayer, 
Treinen & Rastede, P.C., By Brian 

G. Sayer, Attorney for Mortgagee/
Mortgage Assignee

925 E 4th St., Waterloo, 
IA 50703

THIS IS A COMMUNICATION FROM 
A DEBT COLLECTOR ATTEMPTING 
TO COLLECT A DEBT. ANY INFOR-
MATION OBTAINED WILL BE USED 
FOR THAT PURPOSE. 

3/8, 3/15, 3/22
 3/29, 4/5, 4/12



NRHEG Breakfast Menu: 
March 8: Bagels with cream 

cheese
March 9:  Nutri-grain bar
March 10: Pancakes 
March 11: Banana bread
March 14: Pop tarts
March 15: Pancake and sau-

sage bites
March 16: Breakfast pizza

NRHEG Lunch Menu: 
March 8: Corn dog, baked 

beans, golden corn, applesauce, 
fresh fruit

March 9:  Hamburger on a 

bun, chips, green beans, grape 
tomatoes, peaches, Jell-O 

March 10: Chicken dippers, 
whipped potatoes, cooked car-
rots, mandarin oranges, bread 
stick

March 11: Toasted cheese 
sandwich, tomato soup, brocco-

li with dip, pears, string cheese
March 14: Cheeseburger 

with hot dish, green beans, cu-
cumber slices, fresh fruit, pine-
apple, string cheese

March 15: Turkey gravy, 
whipped potatoes, peas, cran-
berry sauce, peaches, cottage 

cheese
March 16: Hot dog or brat on 

a bun, baked beans, chips, broc-
coli with dip, pears, apple crisp
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BP School

NOW 
AVAILABLE

at the Times
Blooming Prairie 

High School  

ONLY
$1

sports  
calendars

        SCHOOL BOARD MEETING
INDEPENDENT SCHOOL 

DISTRICT #756
BLOOMING PRAIRIE, 
MINNESOTA  55917

MONDAY, MARCH 21, 2016
HIGH SCHOOL MEDIA CENTER

PROPOSED TENTATIVE AGENDA

6:00 a.m. Thursday, March 17, 
2016 Regular School Board Work 
Session–High School Board 
Room
7:00 p.m. Monday, March 21, 2016 
Open Public Forum–High School 
Media Center
7:15 p.m.  Monday, March 21, 2016 
Regular School Board Meeting–
High School Media Center

Any person may raise a question to 
the School Board.  The Board will not 
act on any item presented to them, 
which is not on the agenda, until the 
following Board meeting.  Also, the 
Board would like persons to limit 
themselves to fi ve minutes, with a 
maximum of 15 minutes per topic.  
These limitations are needed for us 
to run a timely and orderly Board 
meeting.  Persons are requested to 
identify themselves prior to speak-
ing.

• CALL TO ORDER – CHAIRPER-
SON

II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

III. ROLL CALL – CLERK  

• APPROVAL OF AGENDA

V. PRINCIPAL REPORTS

VI. ITEMS ON WHICH BOARD AC-
TION IS REQUESTED
A. Consent Agend
Minutes   
Bills    
Treasurer’s Report       
Resignation   
Employment  
Donations   
B. Technology Lease
C. Class Size/Sections
D. Prom DJ 

VII. ITEMS OF INFORMATION 
AND/OR DISCUSSION ONLY
• Wrestling Pairing
• Committee Reports
• Enrollment Data  
• Dates to Note  

VIII. SUPERINTENDENT OR 
BOARD MEMBER ITEMS

IX. ADJOURNMENT

*Agenda may be subject to changes

3/8

LAWN MOWING PROPOSALS
Steele County is accepting proposals for lawn mow-
ing and trimming at Beaver Lake Park, Hope School, 
Straight River Canoe Landing, and Crane Creek 
Park.  

Steele County is also accepting proposals for lawn 
mowing out at the Steele County Landfill.  Contrac-
tor must maintain bodily injury and property damage 
liability in the amount of $1,000,000 per occurrence.  
Proposals shall list each park separately and the 
landfill separately, and the price to mow and trim per 
each time. 
 
Proposals shall be submitted to Steve Schroht, 
Four Seasons Centre / Park & Rec Director at 1525 
South Elm Ave, P.O. Box 57, Owatonna, MN 55060.  
Proposals must be received by Thursday March 31, 
2016 at 3 p.m.  Parks questions may be directed to 
Steve Schroht Steele County Park and Rec Direc-
tor at (507)451-1093 or Landfill questions may be 
directed to Bruce Holland, Landfill Supervisor,  at 
(507)402-1719.

3/8, 3/15, 3/22

Celebrating I Love to Read Month 
with ‘Green Eggs and Ham’

Staff  photos by Laura Berndt
The New Richland-Hartland-Ellendale-Geneva (NRHEG) Elementary School opened 
its doors to readers of all ages during the annual Dr. Seuss Green Eggs and Ham 
breakfast on Friday, March 4. This event was just one of many that helped NRHEG 
students celebrate “I Love to Read Month,” which concluded at the end of February.

Trevor, Mack and Brooks Gilliand enjoyed their green eggs and ham at 
NRHEG Elementary School on Friday morning.

NRHEG school menus

BPES Breakfast Menu: 
March 8: Long John, vegeta-

ble selection, apple juice, milk
March 9:  W/G bagel with 

cream cheese, vegetable selec-
tion, fresh fruit, milk

March 10: Banana bread loaf, 
vegetable selection, orange 
juice, milk

March 11: WG muffi n, vege-
table selection, fresh fruit, milk

March 14: Yogurt, graham 
crackers; vegetable selection, 
canned fruit, milk

March 15: Long John, vege-
table selection, apple juice, milk

March 16: WG bagel with 
cream cheese, vegetable selec-
tion, fresh fruit, milk

BPES Lunch Menu: 
March 8: Chicken patty on 

WG bun, potatoes ole; soft taco 
with lettuce, cheese and salsa, 
potatoes ole; chopped lettuce, 
cherry tomatoes, celery sticks, 
seasonal fruit

March 9:  Cheese bread with 
marinara sauce, glazed carrots; 
Sloppy Joe on WG bun, glazed 
carrots; broccoli, celery sticks, 
seasonal fruit 

March 10: Chicken nuggets, 
oven French fries; hamburger, 
oven French fries; kidney beans, 
cherry tomatoes, seasonal fruit

March 11: Pizza parlor 
cheese pizza, garlic herb broc-
coli; pulled pork fl atbread, gar-
lic herb broccoli; baby carrots, 
caulifl ower, seasonal fruit

March 14: Chicken patty on 
WG bun, carrots; pizza casse-
role, green beans; tomato slices, 
celery sticks, seasonal fruit

March 15: Pancakes, ham 
slice, breakfast potatoes; hot 
ham and cheese on waffl e, 
breakfast potatoes; baby car-
rots, caulifl ower, seasonal fruit

March 16: Popcorn chicken, 
mashed potatoes and gravy, 
WG dinner roll; pizza burger, 
mashed potatoes and gravy; 
baby spinach, celery sticks, sea-
sonal fruit

BPHS Lunch Menu:
March 8: Tex Mex bowl; 

peas, cherry tomatoes, celery 
sticks, seasonal fruit

March 9:  Sloppy Joe, kettle 

chips; broccoli, celery sticks, 
pepper medley, seasonal fruit

March 10: Philly burger, 
French fries; corn, kidney 
beans, cherry tomatoes, sea-
sonal fruit

March 11: Grilled cheese, 
garlic herb broccoli; broccoli, 
baby carrots, caulifl ower, sea-
sonal fruit 

March 14: Pancakes, ham 
slice, breakfast potatoes; gar-
banzo beans, tomato slices, cel-
ery sticks, seasonal fruit

March 15: Orange chicken 
Lo Mein; peas, baby carrots, 
caulifl ower, seasonal fruit

March 16: Spaghetti boat, 
green beans; baby spinach, cel-
ery sticks, romaine lettuce, sea-
sonal fruit

Blooming Prairie school menus

Medford School Breakfast 
Menu

March 8: Long John OR 
choice of WG cereal, graham 
crackers; vegetable selection, 
apple juice, milk

March 9:  Breakfast stacker 
OR choice of WG cereal, gra-
ham crackers; vegetable selec-
tion, fresh fruit, milk

March 10: WG mini donuts 
OR choice of WG cereal, gra-
ham crackers; vegetable selec-
tion

March 11: No school 
March 14: Breakfast pizza 

OR choice of WG cereal, gra-
ham crackers; vegetable selec-
tion, canned fruit, milk

March 15: Cinnamon roll 
OR choice of WG cereal, gra-
ham crackers; vegetable selec-
tion, apple juice, milk

March 16: Egg and cheese 
biscuit OR choice of WG cere-
al, graham crackers; vegetable 
selection, fresh fruit, milk

Medford School Lunch 
Menu

March 8: Soft taco with let-
tuce, cheese and salsa; tuna 

pasta salad, combo sliders; 
chopped lettuce, cherry toma-
toes, celery sticks, seasonal fruit

March 9:  Chicken nuggets, 
crispy tator tots, WG dinner 
rolls; apple Waldorf salad, tur-
key BLT wrap; broccoli, celery 
sticks, seasonal fruit

March 10: Cheeseburger on 
a whole grain bun, carrots; sev-
en-layer salad, deli sandwich; 
kidney beans, cherry tomatoes 
seasonal fruit 

March 11: No school 
March 14: French toast 

sticks, ham slice, tri tator; sev-

en-layer salad, deli sub; tomato 
slices, celery sticks, seasonal 
fruit

March 15: Chicken bacon 
melt, sweet potato fries; turkey 
BLT salad, yogurt pack; baby 
carrots, caulifl ower, seasonal 
fruit

March 16: Chicken patty, 
baked beans; Asian spinach sal-
ad, ham and Swiss bagel; baby 
spinach, celery sticks, seasonal 
fruit

Medford school menus

Join the Arbor Day Foundation in March and receive 10 free trees
The Arbor Day Foundation 

is making it easy for every-
one to celebrate the arrival of 
spring by planting trees. Those 
who join the Arbor Day Foun-
dation in March 2016 will re-
ceive ten free white pine trees. 

“White pines are versatile 
trees that will break heavy 
winds and add beauty to your 
home,” said Matt Harris, 
chief executive of the Arbor 
Day Foundation. “These fast-
growing landscape trees are 
known for their soft needles 

and graceful branching, mak-
ing them an idea addition to 
any yard.” 

The free trees are part of the 
nonprofi t Foundation’s Trees 
for American campaign. 

With planting instructions 
included, the trees will be 
shipped at the right time for 
planting, between March 1 and 
May 31. The 6 to 12 inch trees 
are guaranteed to grow, or they 
will be replaced free of charge. 

Arbor Day Foundation 
members also receive a sub-

scription to Arbor Day, the 
Foundation’s bi-monthly pub-
lication, and The Tree Book, 
which contains information 
about tree planting and care. 

To become a member of the 
Foundation and receive the 
free trees, send a $10 contri-
bution to TEN FREE WHITE 
PINE TREES, Arbor Day 
Foundation, 100 Arbor Ave-
nue, Nebraska City, Nebraska 
68410, by March 31, 2016. Or, 
join online at arborday.org/
march. 



I love the library system in 
Minnesota!

Although the Blooming Prai-
rie Branch Library is small, the 
library can get access to the 
same information offered in 
large, metropolitan libraries. 
As many of you know, patrons 
can get items from libraries 
across the state without charge. 
At a national conference a few 
years ago, representatives from 
other states were amazed that 
postage or other fees were not 

charged for that service.
Now, there is another reason 

to be excited about our state 
library system: a new opportu-
nity to access electronic books 
has just been introduced. As 
explained by Minitex, “Ebooks 
Minnesota is an online ebook 
collection for all Minnesotans. 
The collection covers a wide 
variety of subjects for readers 
of all ages, and features content 
from our state’s independent 
publishers, including some of 
our best literature and nonfi c-
tion.”

Take a look at some of the 
available books: Spoon River 
Cookbook from the trendy 
Minneapolis restaurant, Peter 
Rabbit, and Shakespeare are 
some of the choices. Categories 
include graphic novels, banned 
books, biography, history, na-
ture and crafts. 

To access the collection, you 
can go online at ebooksmn.org.

There are also apps avail-
able for your tablets or other 

electronic devices, available 
through the App Store, Google 
Play and Kindle Fire. If you 
need assistance in getting start-

ed with this new program, call 
us at 507-583-7750 or drop in 
at the library.
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Samantha Possin is in Mr. 
Beynon’s 2nd grade class. 

She is the daughter of Layne 
and Jill Possin, and has three 
brothers. She lives in the country 
near Wells.  

Samantha shows Panther Pride 
in a variety of ways. She also 
shows curiosity in the classroom 
by asking questions and loves 
participating in discussions. She 
is respectful to her teacher and 
her peers by being a good listener. 
She loves being the teacher’s 

helper and always comes to school with a positive attitude. 
Samantha enjoys playing with friends, doing all sorts of 

art projects and playing tag outside. 
Great work, Samantha!

Student of the Week

Student of the Week is sponsored by: 

1.  Plural of ascus
5.  Repents
11. British School
12. Adhesive to catch 
birds
15. Male children
16. Oil company
17. Intestinal
19. Money slogan
24. 2nd tone
25. In actual truth
26. Belgian-French River
27. Rural Free Delivery
28. Point midway 
between S and SE
29. Texas armadillo
30. 2nd largest Hawaiian 
island
31. Pile up
33. Changes liquid to 
vapor
34. Yemen capital
37. Byways

38. V-shaped cut
39. Painting on dry 
plaster
42. Daminozide
43. Papa’s partner
44. __ -fi : fi ction/movie 
genre
47. 1st Soviet space 
station
48. Latvian capital
49. Come into view
52. Blue Hen school
53. Maine water company
55. Picture & word puzzle
57. Atomic #18
58. Xiamen dialect
59. Being overzealous
62. One who did it (slang)
63. Night breathing 
noises
64. A minute amount 
(Scott)

CLUES ACROSS

CLUES DOWN
1. Race of Norse gods
2. Large pebbles
3. Latin line dances
4. The inner sole of a shoe
5. A French abbot
6. Moves stealthily
7. An alternative
8. 39th state
9. Lotus sports car model
10. River fi ll
13. Of I
14. Many noises
18. Ghana monetary units

20. Actor Hughley
21. The Cowboy State
22. Jests at
23. America
27. Surprise attack
29. Daddy
30. Extinct fl ightless bird of 
New Zealand
31. Express pleasure
32. Cellist Yo-Yo
33. Bronx cheer
34. A more fi rm substance
35. Essential oil obtained 

from fl owers
36. Company that rings 
receipts
37. Largest church in 
Christianity
38. Capital of Wallonia
39. Heroic tale
40. Send forth
41. The Golden State
43. 1/1000 of an inch
44. Angel of the 1st order
45. Ukrainian peninsula
46. Disregard

48. Colophony
49. Spanish be
50. Military policeman
51. Cleopatra’s country
53. Br. drinking 
establishments
54. Removes moisture
56. Liberal Arts degree
60. Execute or perform
61. Atomic #77

WEEKLY CROSSWORD
Answers on Page 4A

Call Tim Trom at 507-261-8682

 Beautiful home located at 
214 2nd Ave. NW, Blooming Prairie

HOUSE FOR SALE BY OWNER

Call Tim Trom at 507-261-8682

Another reason to love your local library

Steele County shows support for area 4-H’ers

Staff  photos by Laura Berndt
Katelyn Paschke, age 6, gets a temporary tattoo from Mariah Schroht and Katlyn Schubert during Sunday’s Steele County 4-H 
Pasta Dinner and Silent Auction fundraiser. 

Madison and Ericka Jaster, of the Medford Go Getters, enjoy 
Sunday’s 4-H Pasta Dinner and Silent Auction fundraiser, held 
at Owatonna Junior High School. The event benefi ts the entire 
Steele County 4-H program.

Moonlighters Exchange Club 
welcomes new member

Submitted photo
The Moonlighters Exchange Club of Owatonna would 
like to welcome Nicole Wacek as their newest member. 
Moonlighters President Ben Cass (pictured on right) and 
District Director Randy Sobrack (pictured on left) presented 
the membership plaque to Wacek. The Moonlighters 
Exchange Club of Owatonna meets the second and fourth 
Mondays of the month at 5:30 p.m. at the V.F.W. Post #3723 in 
Owatonna.  Contact Rhonda Guthier at rguthier@owatonna.
org for more information. 
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Farm & Power Show
March 17 ,  18 ,  19

For seminar schedule and additional 
farm show information call

See the latest in farm equipment, 
parts, tools & Ag related services

Show Hours
Thursday: 9am - 5pm

Friday: 9am - 5 pm
Saturday: 9am - 4 pm

parts, tools & Ag related servicesparts, tools & Ag related servicesFREE 
PARKING

&
ADMISSION

13th
Four Seasons Center • 1525 S. Elm Ave • Owatonna

Tradexpos 800-949-3976 or 
visit our website www.tradexpos.com

Gehl Compact EquipmentGehl Compact Equipment gehl.com

R SERIES 
SKID LOADERS
R SERIES 
SKID LOADERS

THE NEXTTHE NEXTTHE NEXT

EVOLUTION

AVAILABLE NOW AT

DEALER IMPRINT

The all-new R Series Skid 
Loaders combine the 

reliability and features the 
industry has come 
to expect from Gehl 
with an all-new 
cab-forward design, emissions 
certified Tier IV engines and increased auxiliary 
hydraulic performance.

2250 Austin Rd.• Owatonna
(507) 451-3131

northlandfarmsystems.com

Michelin • B.F. Goodrich • Firestone
870 32 Ave. NW, Owatonna • 455-0388

Emergency or on the farm repair 

507-455-0388
(After hours 507-455-0483)

Sales & Repair

Mike’s 
 REPAIR

Ag & Truck Tire

507-451-4054
3555 18th Street
Owatonna, MN

Belle Plaine • Hollandale • Owatonna • Northwood • Osage
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