
By LAURA BERNDT
News Editor 

   
 Despite some humid weath-

er and late-night storms, this 
year’s Steele County Relay for 
Life was a success yet again. 
Thus far, the event has raised 
more than $101,000 for the 
American Cancer Society. 

Joel Born, who served as a 
Relay for Life tri-chair with 
Mary Boettger and Joel Holst, 
says that this will be his 15th 
Relay. Born says that he appre-
ciates everyone who comes to 
the Relay and the volunteers’ 
continued dedication. “We 

have some of the world’s best 
volunteers,” Born said. 

This year, the volunteers and 
community went above and 
beyond when a storm forced 
the Relay to close down earlier 
than planned. “We got a severe 
thunderstorm warning at about 
12:45 and suspended all activi-
ties at that time,” Born said. 

Born says that the storm hit 
around 1:10 and that the rain 
and wind continued for about 
an hour. Once the storm passed, 
Born estimates that around 20 
people worked to clean up the 
debris and luminaries scattered 
across the Stele County Fair-
grounds during the storm.  

Despite the weather, Born 
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Times announces changes and staff expansion
The recent acquisition of an-

other newspaper in a neighbor-
ing county has created the need 
for some staffing changes, pro-
motions and new additions to 
the existing staff of the Steele 
County Times, Publisher Rick 
Bussler has announced.

Bussler said the Times has 
added a news editor and a sales 
specialist while making some 
internal structure changes.

“The growth of our company 
has fueled the need for addition-
al jobs,” said Bussler, who has 
owned the Times since 2009. 

“It’s exciting that we are at a 
point of needing to create a new 
position of news editor from 
what we’ve had before and ex-
panding our sales force.”

In his role as managing edi-
tor, Alan Van Ormer’s respon-
sibilities have been expanded 
to oversee the entire operation 
in Blooming Prairie. Van Ormer 
has served as managing editor 
since he joined the newspaper in 
February 2013. 

Julie Snyder has been pro-
moted to sales manager and 
oversees the sales and graphics 

departments. 
Snyder has 
been with 
the Times 
for nearly 
five years. 
She replaces 
Ann Ander-
son, who had 
been adver-
tising di-
rector and 
has been 
promoted to a new position at 
the Dodge County Independent 
in Kasson. Anderson will be 

the shop-
per man-
ager and 
advertising 
director at 
the DCI, 
w h i c h 
B u s s l e r 
Publishing 
took over 
earlier this 
month.

B u s s l e r 
noted that this is the first time 
in several months that the Times 
will be fully staffed. “We’re 

right where we want to be with 
these latest changes and addi-
tions,” he said. “I have now as-
sembled a staff that is going to 
carry this newspaper to new lev-
els that we haven’t ever experi-
enced before,” he added. 

Laura Berndt 
Assuming a newly created 

position of news editor at the 
Times is Laura Berndt, who 
brings three years of experience 
at another weekly newspaper in 
southern Minnesota. 

Berndt joins the Times af-

ter serving as editor at the St. 
Charles Press. While working 
in St. Charles, she covered a 
controversial story about a ma-
jor mining company wanting to 
move into town. Tensions ran 
high throughout the community 
and in the end the city decided 
to nix the company from mov-
ing in. 

She grew up in Dodge County 
and graduated from Kasson-
Mantorville High School in 

JohnsonBerndt

CHANGES
Continued on  5D

Severe weather doesn’t 
hamper Relay for Life

2 violent 
incidents

Staff photos by Laura Berndt
Honorary Relay for Life Chairs Michelle Miller and Joe Plemel start the Survivor’s Lap. The Chairs and others continued walking until the luminaries 
were lit on Friday evening at the Steele County Fairgrounds in Owatonna. 

Nicole Schuette paints Joel Born’s face as part of an impromptu fundraiser during 
the Relay for Life on Friday. 

Same remote location,same 
number of stab wounds

By RICK BUSSLER
Publisher

   
Gruesome details continue to emerge from the 

near-fatal stabbing in a Steele County cornfield July 
10.

County attorney Daniel McIntosh said prelimi-
nary reports indicate the victim, Andrew Patrick 
Zavala, 19, was stabbed 109 times. Despite the vio-
lent attack, Zavala is expected to recover from his 
injuries. 

McIntosh said he believes the only reason Zavala 
survived is because the suspects used “less than ef-
fective weapons.” Sheriff’s investigators recovered 
one knife used in the attack, but they haven’t located 
the second one. Detectives came up empty handed 
after spending hours going through the ditches and 
cornfield last week.

In an ironic twist of fate, Zavala was stabbed the 
same number of times as Kathryn Rose Anderson, 
19, when she was murdered in almost the exact 
same location in December 2009. The two inci-
dents happened on 30th Street Northwest, which is 
a remote gravel road in Meriden Township located 

STABBING
Continued on Page 4A 
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Bikers of Blooming ride 
benefits Toys for Tots

By LAURA BERNDT
News Editor 

   
This weekend, the “Bikers of Blooming” (or 

“BOB”) will ride together again for a worthy cause.
  The 16th annual BOB ride will depart from J&H 

Liquors in Blooming Prairie at 10:30 a.m. Proceeds 
from the ride will benefit Steele County’s Toys for 
Tots program. 

  “The bikers enjoy getting together to socialize, 
have a good time and doing something for a worthy 
cause,” said Nancy Farr of J&H Liquors. Each year, 
Harvey Farr and others combine their efforts to or-
ganize this fundraiser. 

 Nancy Farr says that the route changes every 
year, allowing the group to explore new parts of the 
region. “It’s usually about 130 to 140 miles long,” 
says Farr. Farr says that the bikers typically make 
four or five stops before returning to J&H Liquors 
for a meal. This year’s dinner is scheduled to begin 
at 5 p.m. and will be catered by RJ’s BBQ. Starting 

TOYS FOR TOTS
Continued on Page 6A 



Water quality and how it is 
connected to agriculture has 
become a hot topic in recent 
months not only in our region, 
but also across the state.

On a field outside of Bloom-
ing Prairie Monday, organizers 
of the Southern Minnesota Land 
Use Expo aimed to educate the 
public about manure manage-
ment and the impact it has on 
the environment, namely our 
water supply. 

Jim Masching, who has a 
large hog operation of about 
3,700 hogs outside of Bloom-
ing Prairie, wants nothing 
more than to get the truth out 
about how commercial manure 
haulers are accomplishing their 
work. He is one of three people 
who organized Monday’s expo. 
His family has been at the 
center of a feedlot controversy 
in Dodge County this year, but 
this expo had nothing to do with 
that. 

“We like to raise livestock 
and in order to do that, we have 
to do it right,” Masching said. 
“We’re not afraid to share how 
the business has changed,” he 

added.
In his 36 years of raising 

hogs, Masching said there have 
been many changes, especially 
when it comes to manure man-
agement. 

One of the misconceptions 
Masching often finds with the 
public is that the agriculture 
industry is barely regulated. 
That’s the farthest from the 
truth, he says. He’s right there 
with the best of them making 
sure he’s complying with state 
and federal regulations. 

Over the years, Masching 
has changed his application 
practices to find ways of putting 
lower rates of manure on the 
land. Operators like Masching 
must keep up-to-date records on 
their manure practices. MPCA 
officials monitor all feedlot 
operators by visiting them every 
February and reviewing all 
records.  

There are hefty fines lever-
aged for those operators who 
apply manure at too high of 
rates, according to Masching. 

“We’re trained from the state 
as to what can be put on the 
land,” Masching said. “We’re 
not left to go on our own.”

Critics often point out that 
manure practices are tainting 
our water supply. That notion 
makes animal producers bristle. 
“I don’t want to taint the water. 
I drink it, too,” Masching says. 
“Commercial haulers are very 
cautious about what we do.”

If there ever were unsafe 
practices being used, Masch-
ing believes they are long 
gone. “We’re proactive. We’ve 
worked hard on having better 

safety when we apply manure,” 
he said. “There is no unprofes-
sionalism in this business,” he 
added.

Monday’s expo is actually 
nothing new for Masching. He 
has been involved with several 
other expos over the past 13 
years. There have been expos 
in Hayfield Township as well 
as Mower County. As Masch-
ing pointed out, it’s all about 
educating the public. 

I want to applaud Masching 
and the other organizers for 
taking on the important step 
of educating all of us on how 
feedlot operators are carefully 
applying manure to the land. 

Communication is the name 
of the game. And issues affect-
ing agriculture certainly are not 
immune to good communica-
tion amongst those directly 
involved.

Judging by what I saw 
Monday, manure operators are 
definitely focused on going in 
hot pursuit of doing their part 
in ensuring a safe environment 
for all.

2A • Tuesday, July 21, 2015 • Steele County Times

Opinion
Our view

Bussler Publishing Inc.
USPS 058-340

Published weekly on Tuesdays
Postmaster: Send address 

changes to: Steele County Times
P.O. Box 247

Blooming Prairie, MN 55917
Phone: (507) 583-4431
Fax: (507) 583-4445

bptimes@frontiernet.net

LETTERS POLICY
The opinions of our readers in the form of Letters to the Editor are 
a vital contribution to the healthy exchange of ideas on the Steele 
County Times opinion page. All letters must be signed by the writer/
writers and include a telephone number for verification purposes. 
Letters are accepted through personal delivery, by mail or by email at  
bptimes@frontiernet.net. 

Opinions expressed in letters to the editor do not necessarily represent the 
opinions of the Steele County Times and the editor reserves the right to edit 
letters when necessary. Please limit opinions to no longer than 350 words.

The Steele County Times encourages readers to write letters to the editor as a 
means of communicating ideas and opinions with others, with a goal being to 
make the community better for all people.

ETHICS

The Steele County Times editorial staff 
strives to present the news in a fair 
and accurate manner. Please bring any 
grievances against the Steele County 
Times to the attention of the managing 
editor.

SUBSCRIPTION RATES

Steele, Dodge, Freeborn & Mower..... $38
Elsewhere in Minnesota................... $40
Out of state......................................  $42

MINNESOTA
NEWSPAPER
ASSOCIATION

Always local, all the time.
TSteele County 

imes A STATE AND NATIONAL 
AWARD WINNING WEEKLY

2015
Seven state awards.

2014
Three state awards.

2013
Seven state awards.
Two national awards.

(Awards presented by Minnesota Newspaper
Association and National Newspaper 

Association)

STAFF
Publisher..........................................Rick Bussler
Managing Editor........................Alan Van Ormer
Staff Writers .................................LeMar Nelson
News Editor.................................Laura Berndt
County Sports Editor  .......................James Knoop 
Office Manager............................. .Lynn Borchert
Sales   Manager....................................Julie Snyder
Advertising Sales............... .Shauna Christiansen
                             .........................Eileen Johnson
Graphic Designers.................Miranda Wadewitz
..............................................Jamie Klemmensen

DEADLINES
News: Noon Fridays. 

Advertising: 4 p.m. Thursdays.

Readers are encouraged to vote at steeledodgenews.com. 
This poll is not a pure scientific sampling of readers’ views, 
but rather, is intended to create community discussion of 
issues. 

* Yes, they can provide a wealth of information. 83%
* No, this isn’t the right way to get the message 
across. 0%
* It really doesn’t matter. 17%

Last week’s question:
Is an Ag Expo the right way

to educate our citizens?

*To learn more about agriculture.
*To see all the neat farming equipment.
*I didn’t go.

This week’s question:
Why did you attend the Southern 

Minnesota Ag Expo?

Weigh in with our online poll at 
www.steeledodgenews.com

Mailbag 

Pay for it or lose it!
Imagine the Fourth of July weekend without a parade or 

a fireworks display in Blooming Prairie! That is realistically 
what could happen if more revenue isn’t generated during 
the annual celebration.

The final tallies are not in, but it is estimated that this 
year’s Fourth of July celebration may have lost as much 
as $4,000 to $6,000. 

And toss in the at least a 10 percent drop in volunteers 
each year, means that one of the best Fourth of July cel-
ebrations around is in trouble.

The Blooming Prairie Area Chamber of Commerce tried 
several things this year to drum up funds. One was a 
burger stand. 

That didn’t do so well. Another was a basketball shoot. 
For the first year it went okay. Button sales were down this 
year.

Chamber members and volunteers will now have to go 
back to the drawing board and find new ways to generate 
revenue.

The Steele County Times recently conducted a survey 
on its website asking the question: What should be done 
to keep the annual Blooming Prairie Fourth of July cel-
ebration going? 

An estimated 55 percent suggested finding corporate 
donors to pay for all the activities. 

Another 18 percent selected soliciting volunteers from 
outside of Blooming Prairie to help with the event. 

Then there were 27 percent who felt that nothing should 
be done and the Fourth of July celebration should just 
fade into the past.

The last response is troubling to Blooming Prairie Area 
Chamber of Commerce President Luke Swenson. When 
he came on as president he had two goals – make the 
Chamber self-sufficient financially and solicit more volun-
teers.

“This (Fourth of July celebration) is a great event. We 
have to find ways to get revenue in other ways.”

There were an estimated 30,000 people that watched 
this year’s parade. 

One idea would be to charge .50 cents or even a $1 for 
each person that attends to help with the funding issue. 

Another idea is to find more parade entrants that aren’t 
as expensive to bring into Blooming Prairie or find more 
events that pay the Chamber.

Anyway you look at it, it is a time that the Chamber has 
to make some tough decisions. And unless something 
drastically changes, the Fourth of July celebration that we 
have all grown to love will fade away into the past!

Manure operators focused on safe environment

Rick Bussler

HOT

PURSUIT

Thank you to 
Extravaganza 
participants

On Sunday, July 12, the 
Steele County Historical Soci-
ety (SCHS) held its 29th Annual 
Extravaganza. With the hottest 
weather of the season so far, the 
day was still wonderful with 
lots of visitors to our beautiful 
Village and History Center! Our 
thanks to everyone who came 
and enjoyed the day with us!

Due to space constraints we 
are unable to individually thank 
everyone in this letter, but all of 
us at SCHS want to express our 
gratitude to everyone that made 
this day a great success! The 
day started with a beautiful flag 
raising ceremony done by the 
VFW and Legion Honor Guard 
with the national anthem sung 
by Paul, Traci, and Whitney 
Hanson. 

A huge thank you to the 
demonstrators, cake bakers, 
volunteers and entertainers; we 

just wouldn’t be able to host the 
event and make it the special 
historical “Extravaganza” that it 
is without all of you helping us!  

Many thanks, too, to every-
one that participated in, and 
helped with our Tractor Show, 
and to the Owatonna FFA 
Chapter for their assistance. 
The Steele County Mounted 
Sherriff’s Posse led the Trac-
tor Parade, which is always a 
delight to see!  

Thank you to the City Park 
and Rec Department for all their 
help bringing in picnic tables, 
bleachers, and other items, 
and also to the County and the 
Steele County Free Fair the 
in-kind donations of services 
and staff, and to the local media 
for their help promoting this 
event. We especially want to 
thank the Noon Rotary Club for 
their assistance helping to staff 
our food stand. Our Owatonna 
Owls Vintage baseball team 
put up a valiant effort, losing to 
the Rochester Roosters 5-4 this 
year. 

Thanks, Jerry Besser, for 

helping to pull the team togeth-
er. We had two new features this 
year. The Owatonna Arts Center 
provided a yarn doll making 
station. Our sincere thanks 
to them for providing such a 
wonderful children’s activity! 
Another special thank you goes 
to Deb Lustig who coordinated 
our Rendezvous folks. They 
truly brought history to life with 
their encampment and demon-
strations! 

A special thank you is neces-
sary to our sponsors for their 
continued support of this event. 
A very special thank you to our 
Premier Sponsor: Randall’s 
License Bureau. Other sponsors 
included: Central Valley Co-
op, Legacy Signs, Owatonna 
Shoe, TPS Insurance, Tri-M 
Graphics, Owatonna Park and 
Rec, Amesbury Truth, Brenda 
Bednar: American Mortgage 
Consultants, Larry’s Liquor and 
Ag Power. 

On Saturday we hosted our 
Chuck Wagon Supper. Our 
thanks to everyone that came 
and enjoyed the evening with 

us, and a special thank you to 
our sponsors, Randall’s License 
Bureau, and Cashwise Liquor. 
Guests enjoyed wonderful au-
thentic music from our singing 
cowboy, Lonesome Ron. 

The public’s continued sup-
port of SCHS and our activities 
is especially heartwarming to 
us, and we truly appreciate your 
attendance at this important 
fundraiser. Again, many, many, 
thanks to everyone that made 
this special day a success for 
us!

My continued thanks and 
appreciation to our dedicated 
Board of Directors who go 
above and beyond in sharing 
their love of Steele County his-
tory with everyone, and to my 
co-workers, Dodie Ellingson, 
Char Ost and Daniel Moeckly 
for all their help and support!

Most Sincerely,
Laura Resler

Owatonna
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Certified Public Accountants
Tamzen R. Johnson

Certified Public Accountant
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Johnson Construction 
& Tree Service

Tree & Stump Removal •Trimming & Topping •Tree Moving 
Lot Clearing • Backhoe/Skidloader • Hauling General Construction

24 Hr. Emergency Services • Year Round Work • Licensed & Insured
KYLE JOHNSON • 507-583-7592
AUSTIN & BLOOMING PRAIRIE

J.A. GWILT SIDERS, INC.
Siding & Windows

Lic. #20533878
•Maintenance Free Siding

•Premium Vinyl, Steel & Aluminum
•Custom Trim Work

•Seamless Aluminum or Copper Gutters
•Lifetime Warranty

For Free Estimates Call: 507-583-7413
Now supplying siding for contractors & do-it yourselfers!

Dental Care

Blooming Prairie 
405 E. Main St. 
507-583-2141

Owatonna
1170 East Frontage Rd.

507-455-1000

Mankato
287 St. Andrews Drive Suite 100

507-720-0250
Rochester

3110 Wellner Dr. NE. 
507-536-7700

New Richland 
132 Broadway Ave. N.

 507-463-0502  

Dental Care

BLOOMING PRAIRIE DENTAL CENTER
“Dentistry for the whole family”

Jeffrey A. Schwert, D.D.S.
132 2nd Ave. NE

Blooming Prairie ~ 583-6613
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Holman Insurance Agency
For all your insurance needs

Keith & Carol Holman
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• 507- 583-7294 •
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Hwy 218 S.
Blooming Prairie

www.minersoutdoor.com • 507-583-2712
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Funeral Planning
A Simple, Thoughtful Act of Caring

PREARRANGEMENT & PREFUNDING

Worlein Blooming Prairie Funeral Home
418 Highway Ave S. ,Blooming Prairie, MN

Mary Kittelson
NFDA Certified Preplanning Consultant • Licensed Agent - Purple Cross Plans

507-583-7561
www.worlein.com

ROD & TESS KOSTER, Owners
Bus: 507-583-2018 • Fax: 507-583-2317

Hwy. 218 • Blooming Prairie
www.kostercarkorner.com
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Repair Service

656 3rd St. NE
Blooming Prairie, MN

Robert Salinas
Family-Owned
583-6620

Lumberyard

413 West Main St. • Geneva • 507-256-0045

For all your Lumberyard & Home Design/Drafting needs. 
Stop in and see Jon or Tait today!

Garbage

319 2nd St. SW • Blooming Prairie
507-583-7562

William P. Walsh, Owner
“A family-owned, hometown business 
operated locally for over 45 years.”

Residential & Business Hauling

Video Production

Dear Savvy Senior,
My wife and I will both be 

retiring in a year or two and are 
interested in moving to a small-
er house in a better climate but 
could use some help. What re-
sources can you recommend for 
locating and researching good 
places to retire in the U.S.? 

Looking To Relocate

Dear Looking,
If you’re interested in relocat-

ing when you retire, like mil-
lions of other baby boomers, 
there are a wide variety of free 
Web-based resources that can 
help you find and research a new 
location that meet your wants, 
needs and budget. Here are sev-
eral to help you get started.

Where to Retire?

If you aren’t sure where you 
want to retire, a good place to 
begin is by taking a retirement 
test at sites like Sperling’s Best 
Places (bestplaces.net/fybp) or 
Find Your Spot (findyourspot.
com). These are free quizzes that 
ask dozens of questions on your 
preferences such as climate, 
recreation, community size and 
more, and suggest possible des-
tinations that best match your 
answers. 

There are also various me-
dia sources and websites, like 
U.S. News and World Report, 
Kiplinger’s, Forbes, Money 
magazine, Reuters, Bankrate.
com, TopRetirements.com, the 
Milken Institute and AARP that 
publish top retirement location 
lists you may find helpful too. 

To find them, go to any search 
engine and type in “best places 
to retire” along with the name of 
the media source.

You should also consider get-
ting a subscription to “Where 
to Retire” magazine (where-
toretire.com, 713-974-6903), 
which is designed to help you 
find ideal retirement settings. A 
yearly subscription runs $18 for 
six issues. 

Once you find a few areas that 
interest you, your next step is 
research them. Here are some 
important areas you need to in-
vestigate. 

Cost of living: Can you af-
ford to live comfortably in the 
location you want to retire to? 
BestPlaces.net and Numbeo.
com offer tools to compare the 
cost of living from your current 
location to where you would like 
to move. They compare housing 
costs, food, utilities, transporta-
tion and more. 

Taxes: Some states are more 
tax friendly to retirees than oth-
ers. If you’re planning to move 
to another state, Kiplinger’s has 
a tax guide for retirees at Kip-

linger.com/links/retireetaxmap 
that lets you find and compare 
taxes state-by-state. It covers 
income taxes, sales tax, taxes 
on retirement income, Social 
Security benefits taxes, property 
taxes, and inheritance and estate 
taxes. 

Crime rate: To evaluate 
how safe a community or area 
is, NeighborhoodScout.com is 
a top tool that provides prop-
erty and violent crime rates, and 
crimes per square mile.

Healthcare: Does the area 
you want to relocate to have 
easy access to good healthcare? 
To locate and research hospitals 
in a new area, use HospitalCom-
pare.hhs.gov and QualityCheck.
org. To search for new doctors 
that accept your insurance, con-
tact your plan, or, if you’re 65 or 
older use Medicare.gov/physi-
ciancompare. It’s also important 
to know that healthcare costs can 
vary by region, so you should 
contact your insurer to check out 
possible cost variables.  

Transportation: If you plan 
to travel much, or expect fre-
quent visits from your kids or 

grandkids, convenient access 
to an airport or train station is 
a nice advantage. You should 
also investigate alternative 
transportation options, since 
most retirees give up driving in 
there eighties. To do this contact 
Rides in Sight (ridesinsight.org, 
855-607-4337), a free transpor-
tation referral service, and the 
Area Aging Agency – call the 
Eldercare Locator at 800-677-
1116 to get the local number. 

Other Resources: To learn 
more about specific communi-
ties across the U.S., AARP’s 
new livability index (livabili-

tyindex.aarp.org) along with 
Epodunk.com and GangsAway.
com are three excellent resourc-
es, as well as the city’s chamber 
of commerce office. To locate it, 
go to any search engine and type 
in the name of the city and state 
followed by “chamber of com-
merce.”

Send your senior questions 
to: Savvy Senior, P.O. Box 
5443, Norman, OK 73070, 

or visit SavvySenior.org. Jim 
Miller is a contributor to the 

NBC Today show and author 
of “The Savvy Senior” book.

Prairie Manor Care Center 
& Heather Haus

220 3rd St. NW,
Blooming Prairie
583-4434

How to choose the best place to retire

10 Years Ago
Elsie Slinger, Editor

Tuesday July 19, 2005

A break-in was foiled last 
week as an alarm in White’s 
Pharmacy chased away would-
be burglars. Blooming Prairie 
Police Officer Jim Lovenik re-
ported that at 4:30 a.m., Friday 
July 15, an alarm sounded at the 
pharmacy. Lovenik responded 
to call and asked for backup by 
Steele County deputies. The de-
partment’s canine was called in 
and sent in ahead of the officers 
who found no one when they en-
tered.

Valerie L. Garness, 56, of 
Spearfish, S.D., formerly of 
Blooming Prairie, died Saturday, 
July 9, 2005 at North Memorial 

Hospital in Robbinsdale. Fu-
neral services were held at First 
Lutheran Church in Blooming 
Prairie on July 13. The family 
prefers memorials to the Ameri-
can Cancer Society.

Eric and Beck Bishop of 
Shakopee are very proud to an-
nounce the birth of their twin 
sons, born June 15, 2005. Hunt-
er Benjamin weighed 3 pounds, 
5 ounces and Lucas Charles 
weighed 3 pounds, 8 ounces.

20 Years Ago
Elsie Slinger, Editor

Tuesday July 18, 1995

As they welcomed the new 
city administrator, Todd Prafke, 
they also decided to let him up-

date his computer system within 
the City Center at the monthly 
council meeting July 10. Prafke 
told the council that the current 
software is at least eight years 
old and the computers ten-plus 
years. He said it would prob-
ably cost $900 to update what 
software is currently used and 
$1,700 for computer upgrading, 
but that the city may be money 
ahead to go new.    

We’d like to remember Ser-
geant Richard Nelson or Grand-
pa Dick by flying his flag the 
week of his birthday, July 18 
at our Servicemen’s Club. He 
would have been 83 years of age 
had he not died on Jan. 12, 1984 
at age 71.

During July, Steele County 

Environmental Services and 
Steele County Extension are im-
plementing a unique education 
grant funded in part from Min-
nesota Office of Environmental 
Assistance.

50 Years Ago
Victor, Vernon and Vyrle 

Krejci, Editors
Thursday July 15, 1965

Three persons were injured 
and a Blooming Prairie youth 
is being held by Steele County 
authorities following a two-
hour fracas, which occurred in 
Blooming Prairie Sunday night, 
July 11. 

Robert Knutson, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Irving Knutson of St. 
Louis Park, and grandson of 

Mrs. Marie Knutson, Blooming 
Prairie, recently was honored by 
his commanding officer when he 
was accepted as a cadet in the 
U.S. Army officer’s candidate 
school.

75 Years Ago
Walter K. Mickelson, Editor 

and Publisher
Thursday July 18, 1940

Steele County 4-H club mem-
bership this year totals 447, it 
was announced last week by 
county club officers. This record 
enrollment exceeds last year by 
58.

Breckenridge-Game Warden 
Robert E. Streich, of Moorhead, 
was hot on the trail of a tale that 

a world’s record walleyed pike 
of 19 ½ pounds had been caught 
in Little Pine Lake, near Per-
ham, Minn. He called J. O. Lew-
is that it must have been gag, for 
the only big walleye Lewis had 
heard about was a 9 ½ pounder 
caught by Walter McGowan in 
Little Pine.

Wood Lake-Paul Schaffran 
was watching a hive of bees 
that had swarmed when one of 
them lit on his arm and stung. 
He pulled the stinger out of his 
arm and then everything turned 
black before his eyes. He is so 
sensitive to this kind of poison, 
according to Dr. Kath, who ad-
ministered a dose of adrenalin 
while Paul was coming back to 
consciousness. 

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspaper). 
At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to each 
newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. Please 
do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

2x2, 2x4 & 2x8 ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 7/19/2015 South

Get An Extra $15 Off & Free Shipping 
On Your 1st Order!
Call the number below and save an additional $15 plus get free shipping on your fi rst 
prescription order with Canada Drug Center. Expires December 31, 2015. Offer is valid 
for prescription orders only and can not be used in conjunction with any other offers. Valid 
for new customers only. One time use per household. Use code 15FREE to receive 
this special offer.

Are You Still Paying Too Much 
For Your Medications?
You can save up to 93% when you fi ll 
your prescriptions with our Canadian and 
International prescription service.

Please note that we do not carry controlled substances and a valid prescription 
is required for all prescription medication orders.

Call Now 800-259-1096

Call Now! 800-259-1096

CelebrexTM 
$832.60

Their Price

Typical US Brand Price
 for 200mg x 100

Use of these services is subject to the Terms of Use and accompanying policies at www.canadadrugcenter.com.

ViagraTM   $4,287.27
Typical US Brand Price for  100mg x 40

vs Sildenafi l*        
$132.00

Generic Price for 100mg x 40

Celecoxib* 
$75.56

Our Price

Generic equivalent of CelebrexTM

Generic price for 200mg x 100

The Best Premium Nuts, Shipped Fresh. Dried Fruit, Snacks, Flours, Grains and More. 

Over 3,000 
Choices! Satisfaction

Guaranteed!

Extra Special Offer For New Customers:  

nuts.com/paper-z95
N

*Offer valid for new customers only, with $25 minimum order. See website for full details.

FREEFREE

Nutty 

Summer 

Offer!

•Free Estimates • Financing Available
Toll Free 1-800-795-1204

www.american-waterworks.com
(Cannot be combined with any other offers) Expires 7/31/15

We can Help!  Call Us
Water  Problems?

10% OFF
YOUR PROJECT

Walk-in Interviews
Every Monday & Tuesday at the

South Dakota Department of Labor Career Center

Now Hiring For All Shifts
• Production Team Members • Mechanical & Electrical Trades

• Mechanical & Electrical Apprentices

Smithfi eld Sioux Falls is seeking team members immediately
to join our growing team. As an industry leader Smithfi eld offers
excellent career growth, training, benefi ts and competitive pay.

See full job descriptions & apply on-line by visiting: 
www.jmfg.com or at the SD DOL Career Center.

EEO/AA EMPLOYER/Veterans/Disabled

Siding & Windows 



about five miles west of 
Owatonna. 

Though nearly six years 
apart, the violence has left 
some neighbors in the area 
on edge. “It’s pretty freaky,” 
said Kristen Strand, who lives 
about a half mile away from 
the scene with her husband 
Jeff. “You want the country 
living to be peaceful and quiet. 
It’s not like it used to be,” she 
added. 

One neighbor, she said, 
moved away from the area af-
ter the woman was murdered 
in 2009. 

Strand said the most recent 
incident has put the neighbor-
hood on heightened aware-
ness. “I’m more and more 
aware of my surroundings and 
make sure everything is locked 
up,” she said. 

She can’t help but think that 
there may be some sort of con-
nection between the murder 
and the recent stabbing as far 
as the location being the same 
and both victims being stabbed 
109 times. 

But Sheriff Lon Thiele said 
the two incidents are “purely 
coincidental.” He admits it’s 
strange to have such similari-
ties, but he does not believe 
there is any connection. 

As neighbors in the area 
question why their road is be-
ing utilized for such violence, 
Thiele said it boils down to lo-

cation. “It’s so close to town,” 
he said, adding that it’s easy 
to access off a couple county 
roads.

Four people, including three 
juveniles, have been charged 
with conspiracy to commit 
murder in connection with 
the most recent stabbing. The 
county attorney is seeking to 
certify the juveniles as adults. 

Authorities accuse the four 
of leaving Zavala to die in the 
cornfield. Zavala dragged his 
body through the gravel, dirt 
and grass for about a half mile 
before he was able to awaken a 
resident to get him help. 

The Strands hope to keep the 
violence out of their neighbor-
hood.  

Said Jeff Strand: “Keep the 
gun loaded, I guess.”
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Wilma J. Brase of Medford 
died July 14, 2015, at Medford 
Senior Care Center. 

Funeral services were held 
Saturday, July 18, 2015.

Wilma was born Jan. 17, 
1931, the daughter of Carl and 
Lillian (Schmoll) Wobschall in 
Deerfield Township, rural Steele 
County. Wilma attended Med-
ford High School and graduated 
from there in 1948. 

Wilma married Allan L. Brase 
on Nov. 8, 1952, at Trinity Lu-
theran Church in Medford. The 

couple made 
their home on 
the family farm 
in Deerfield 
Township rais-
ing three chil-
dren. Wilma 
was a farmwife 

alongside her husband for many 
years. 

With the passing of her hus-
band in the early 80’s Wilma 
continued her education at the 
vocational school in Faribault, 
studying office administra-

tion. She then went to work at 
Federated Insurance until she 
retired in 1996. In retirement, 
Wilma worked at the Montes-
sori School in Owatonna, volun-
teered for meals on wheels and 
many church activities. She was 
a Lifetime member at Trinity 
Lutheran Church in Medford.

Wilma is survived by her 
children, Tim (Ivy) Brase of 
Medford, Dan (Kelli) Brase of 
Medford, Sara (friend Dan Till-
mann) Brase of La Crosse, Wis.; 
11 grandchildren and 15 great-

grandchildren; and her sister, 
Elaine Deming of Medford. 

She was preceded in death by 
her husband, Allan, her siblings, 
LaMay Barton, Dale Wobschall, 
Carlene Stroh and Roger Wob-
schall. 

Memorials may be directed 
to the Wilma Brase Memorial 
Fund. To leave a condolence 
message go to www.medfordfu-
neralhome.com

Community

Deli Sandwiches Daily Specials
ALL COME WITH A COOKIE & CHIPS

Best kept secret!

The Bakery
Main Street • Blooming Prairie • 583-4433

Tuesday - Ham
Wednesday - Turkey

Thursday - Your Choice
Friday - Beef

Milestones is sponsored by: 

Milestones

July 21
Nik Miller

Michelle Arett
Jeffery Bruns
Peggy Olson

Jeana Johnson

July 22
Christine Ann Olson

Brandon Wacek
Amy Hinzmann

July 23
Nels Lee

Teresa Swenson
Sylvia Myre
Bob Hueman
Chip Decker

Evelyn Kubista

July 24
Betti Johnson

Pat Decker
Sevin Cremeans

July 25
Vern Dennis

Eleanor Kittleson
Jayden Van

Amelie Grace Johnson

July 26
Frank Henefield
Mary Ann Worke

Bryan Kramer
Ryan Davis

July 27
Barb Stenzel

Justin Sweeny
Emily Rogers

July 28
Rachael Kramer Eichoff

Beverly Stark
Lois Taphorn

July 29
Chessa Brown
Sue Bowman

Emily Joy Kasperek
Jim Prihoda

July 30 
Davin Johnson
Cindy Esplan
Gavin Nappin

Joyce Johns
Lila Carlson
Kris Alwes

July 31
Michelle Southworth

Joan Mast
Kendahl Zimmerman 

Zane Miller 
Vincent Hernandez

Mick Ditlevson
Cole Christiansen

Anniversaries
July 21

Nick & Sami Nelson
Maurice & Julie Lembke

Tim & Amy Trotman
Tamara & Chad Klem-

mensen

July 22
Elazabeth & Robert Jr. 

Salinas

July 23
Heather & Tony Schiller

Shirley & Harlan 
Hinzmann

July 24
Chuck & Marilyn Wagner

John & Anita Angell

July 25 
Richard & Evelyn Kubista
Roger & Rhonda Toquam

July 26
Pete & Mary Kittleson

July 27 
Scott & Sandy Basness

July 28
Harold & Vivian Ulrich

Allan & Harriet Severson

July 29
Marion & Bob Becker

Allyson & Gerg Skillstad

July 31 
Bob & Michelle Arett

Dustin & Mandy Doocy
Mark & Sandy Larkowski

Birthdays and 
Anniversaries

Obituaries

Seniors Menu
July 21: Baked Chicken, Baked 

Dumpling/Gravy, Asparagus, Cole-
slaw, Vanilla Ice Cream

July 22: Wild Rice Soup, BBQ 
on Bun, 3 Bean Salad, Rhubarb Ba-
varian

July 23: Roast Beef, Mashed 
Potatoes, Stewed Tomatoes, Dinner 
Roll, Polynesian Cake

July 24: Hamburger on Bun, 
Potato Salad, Calico Beans, Melon 

Wedge
July 27: Salisbury Steak, Alt: 

Liver & Onions, Baked Potatoes, 
Peas/Celery, 5-Cup Fruit Dessert

July 28: Beef Stroganoff Over 
Noodles, Broccoli, Mixed Greens 
Salad, Rhubarb Torte

July 29: Ham Balls, ALT: Beef 
Steak, Sweet Potatoes, Brussel 
Sprouts, Dinner Roll, Rice Krispie 
Bar

Menus

Wilma Brase, 84, Medford

Victor John Rysavy of 
Owatonna died July 18, 2015 
at Homestead Hospice House 
in Owatonna. Mass of Christian 
Burial is set for Wednesday, July 
22, 2015 at 10:30 AM at Sa-
cred Heart Catholic Church in 
Owatonna with Reverend John 
Sauer presiding. Interment will 
take place at Sacred Heart Cem-
etery in Owatonna. Visitation 
will be Tuesday, July 21, 2015 at 
the Brick-Meger Funeral Home 
from 4:00 to 7:00 PM, preceded 
with the K of C Rosary at 3:45 
PM. Visitation will also be for 
one hour prior to the funeral lit-
urgy. 

Vic was born on August 29, 
1926 in Bixby, Blooming Prairie 

Township, the 
son of Edward 
and Agnes (Re-
jnet) Rysavy. 
When Vic was 
13 years old he 
started working 
as a hired hand 
for local farmers. He learned 
operation and maintenance of 
heavy equipment with Ed Won-
dra. Vic served as a Sergeant in 
the Army from 1950-1952 in the 
13th Combat Engineers in Ko-
rea. When he returned he mar-
ried Rita M. Spinler on Oct. 22, 
1952 in Litomysl. He worked for 
Hage Brothers as a heavy equip-
ment operator until he took a po-
sition at Riverside Plumbing and 

heating as a backhoe operator, 
welder, and mechanic. He con-
tinued in that position at Flom 
Plumbing until his retirement 
in 1988. He worked in his shop 
doing small engine repair for the 
next 25 years focusing on lawn 
mowers and snow blowers. Vic 
was a member of the Knights 
of Columbus, and the VFW. He 
was an active member of Sacred 
Heart Church where he served 
as an usher, led the Rosary, and 
served on the Buildings and 
Grounds committee. Vic loved 
gardening, playing cards, danc-
ing, and fishing. But mostly he 
loved being surrounded by his 
family.

Vic is survived by his chil-

dren Deborah (Wayne) Lien of 
Waseca, Loren (Kathy) Rysavy 
of Owatonna, Renee (Kenneth) 
Schweim of Madison Lake, and 
Randal (Cindy) Rysavy of Kas-
son; Eight grandchildren, three 
great-grandchildren; Bothers 
Otto Rysavy of Owatonna and 
Albert Rysavy of Minneapolis, 
and sister Ludmilla Pester of 
Rudyard MT. Victor is preceded 
in death by his wife Rita, his 
grandson Christopher Rysavy, 
and his sister Mary Spinler. 
Memorials are preferred to the 
Homestead Hospice House. For 
more information or to leave 
an online condolence message 
go to www.brick-megerfuneral-
home.com

Victor J. Rysavy, 88, Owatonna

 LitomysL  
Summer Festival

Sunday, July 26 • Holy Trinity Church
11 a.m. to 5 p.m. • Polka Mass 10 a.m.

Lunch Served 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. in Church Basement

Games for All Ages • Thousands of Prizes  
Live MuSic! • Country Store & Used-A-Bit Sale  

Silent Auctions • Homemade Filled Biscuits  
 Outdoor Food & Refreshment Stands All Day

www.litomysl.webs.com
9946 SE 24th Ave., Owatonna, MN

An open house honoring  

Eunice  
Seykora’s  

90th birthday 
will be hosted by her family  

Sunday, Aug. 2nd from 3 - 6  
at Sacred Heart Parish Center,  

810 Cedar Ave S, Owatonna MN.

No Gifts Please

90th Birthday Celebration 

237 Hwy Ave. S.   Locally Owned & Operated  507-583-6671
Check out OUR DOLLAR Selection! 

89¢

Snapple, Hydrive, Sunny D

Prices Good
7/21-7/25

2 Liter

2 Liter 
4/$5.29

12 Pk 
$3.79

16oz 

$1.00

Ten, RC, Sundrop  

24 Pk   2/$13

7Up Products

Pepsi

15-16 oz

Coke

99 ¢

Rockstar

Don’t Miss Our Grand Reopening August 1st!
Serving Brats, Hot Dogs, and Ribs!

Also Jennifer’s Macaroni and Potato Salads!

Sylvia M. Plunkett, 91 of 
Blooming Prairie, died Friday, 
July 17, 2015, at Prairie Manor 
Care Center. 

Sylvia was born on March 21, 
1924, in Carroll, Iowa, to Mat-
thew and Emogene (Otto) Loew. 
She attended school in Iowa and 
worked for School District 756 
as a school cook for many years. 
After her retirement, she worked 
for the Steele County Public 
Health for 13 years as a home 
health aide. 

On Jan. 16, 1943, she was 
married to Frank Plunkett in 
Osage, Iowa, and the couple 
moved to Blooming Prairie. To 
this union, eight children were 

born. Frank 
passed away 
on July 5, 
1991. Sylvia 
married Alvin 
Christ ianson 
on Dec. 27, 
1998. Alvin 
passed away on March 31, 2004.

Survivors include her chil-
dren, James (Lois) Plunkett of 
Weston, Wis., Ted (Diane) Plun-
kett of Askov, Minn., Dorothy 
(Dick) Green of Blooming Prai-
rie, Russell (Jackie) Plunkett of 
Woodbury, Minn., Ann (Tony) 
Chirikos of Boulder, Colo., 
Mary Braaten of Blooming Prai-
rie, Kenneth (Gail) Plunkett of 

Blooming Prairie, and Dean 
(Nancy) Plunkett of Faribault; 
25 grandchildren and 47 great-
grandchildren; and two great-
great-grandchildren; four broth-
ers and five sisters and many 
wonderful nieces, nephews oth-
er relatives and friends. 

She was preceded in death 
by her parents; two husbands, 
Frank and Alvin; three sisters; 
son-in-law Bob Braaten; and 
two great-grandchildren, Jordan 
Ressler and Kylie Mae Cough-
lin.

A mass of Christian burial was 
held at 10:30 a.m. on Tuesday, 
July 21, 2015, at St. Columba-
nus Catholic Church with Father 

Thomas Niehaus officiating. 
Visitation was held on Monday, 
July 20, at Worlein Blooming 
Prairie Funeral Home, conclud-
ing with a prayer service, and 
one hour prior to the service at 
the church on Tuesday. Inter-
ment will be at St. Columbanus 
Catholic Cemetery. 

Memorials to Prairie Manor 
or donor’s choice. Services pre-
arranged and performed by Wor-
lein Blooming Prairie Funeral 
Home. Condolences may be 
expressed to the family online at 
www.worlein.com.

Sylvia Plunkett, 91, Blooming Prairie

Eric John Isenor, age 64 of 
Blooming Prairie, died Monday, 
July 13, 2015, at his home. He was 
born Jan. 19, 1951, in Cooperstown, 
New York, to Ernest H. and Eleanor 
R. (Cox) Isenor. He grew up in the 
Coon Rapids, Minnesota, area and 
came to Blooming Prairie in 1986 
to work as a chemist at Arkema. 

Funeral services are pending 
with Worlein Blooming Prairie 
Funeral Home. Condolences may 
be expressed to the family online 
at www.worlein.com. Worlein 
Blooming Prairie Funeral Home is 
assisting the family with arrange-
ments.

Eric John Isenor, 64,
Blooming Prairie

STABBING
Continued from Page 1A
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118 5th Ave.
Ellendale

507-684-2471
Andy & Mary Lerberg

LERBERG’S 
FITNESS 
CENTER

Locally Owned & Operated
237 Hwy. Ave. S.

Blooming Prairie
507-583-6671

Sue Zwiener
308 E. Main Street
Blooming Prairie

507-583-2200

Michael Bishman
121 W. Broadway St.
Owatonna, MN 55060

Phone: (507) 451-0193
Fax: (507) 451-6640

322 East Main St.
Blooming Prairie

507-583-2276

FLOOR 
TECH

www.expressowatonna.com
507-455-3002
800-832-3002

812 S. Elm Ave.
Owatonna, MN 55060

3249 N County Road 45
Owatonna

507-451-7121

Service Center:
507-528-2233

After Hours Towing:
507-456-4158
111 Front Street

P.O. Box 282
Claremont, MN

A healthy products company

3824 S. W. 93rd St.
Hope, MN 56046
(507) 451-4724

Garlick’s Water 
Conditioning

Sales • Service • Rentals • Leasing

800-722-1282
www.garlickswater.com

1180 Frontage Rd E • Owatonna
507-455-9551

www.owatonnagranite.com

“Creating Your Story in Stone”

FOR THAT HOMETOWN 
PERSONAL TOUCH

Hwy. 218
Blooming Prairie

507-583-2018

Call Jon Arnett @
455-3735 for a tour 

236 22nd St. SE • Owatonna

Vibrant Living For  
Individuals 55 & Older  
at a Reasonable Price

1011 Hoffman Drive
Owatonna

507-451-2585
www.kernelrestaurant.com

Minimizer.com • 800-248-3855 • Blooming Prairie

800-248-3855
www.minimizer.com

Blooming Prairie

In a couple of weeks I am go-
ing on a road trip to Glacier Na-
tional Park in northern Montana. 
I worked at Many Glacier Ho-
tel for five summers during my 
college and early post-college 
years.  

Many Glacier opened on July 
4, 1915, which makes this the 
centenary of the hotel. A reunion 
of former employees is planned, 
and many of my friends from 
those years will be coming to-
gether to reminisce, hike, make 
music and enjoy each other’s 
company.

I have been spending the last 
couple weeks planning and mak-
ing lists. Taking my car in for an 
oil change and check, deciding 
what to take, making decisions 
about my route and where I am 

staying along the way. Anyone 
who has taken a road trip or 
family vacation knows all of 
the work that goes into the en-
deavor.

Have you ever noticed that 
when Jesus sends his disciples 
on their missionary road trips, 
he gives them a list of do’s and 
don’ts? Usually the list is filled 
with items they are to leave be-
hind. Mark, for example, tells us 
that they are instructed to take a 
walking stick and sandels, but 
no money belt, no traveling bag, 
no second tunic. In other words, 
travel light. My tendency, since I 
am driving, will be to load up the 
car with things “I might need...”  

Jesus is asking his disciples 
to trust. To trust that God would 
care for them. To trust that they 

would have what they need. To 
trust that their mission would be 
successful – whether they saw 
the fruits of their labors or not. 
Such trust is not easy. We have 
this tendency to want to rely on 
ourselves. After all, “the Lord 
helps those who help them-
selves.” To take the risk of rely-
ing on God is a big step.  

The ancient Jews had a cus-
tom that as a person entered 
the temple courts, they would 
have to stop first, remove staff, 
shoes and money belt and, only 
then, enter. They were entering 
a sacred presence, and things 
of everyday concern were to 
be put aside. Now if Jesus’ dis-
ciples were to remove the same 
“ordinary things,” what could 
that mean? His message and the 

healings it would bring, would 
be of prime concern to his dis-
ciples; everything else being 
secondary. 

As I finalize my plans for 
vacation, I am going to try to 
remember to “travel light.” Oh, 
I will take my credit and debit 
cards, I will plan out my nightly 
stops, I will make sure my car is 
ready to roll.  But, I will also try 
to remember that I do not travel 
alone. That the Lord is with me 
and will guide and care for me. 
As I make my way to the moun-
tains I love, I know that both the 
coming and going and the time 
spent in the wonder of creation 
will be a time blessed by God.

The Rev. John Sauer
Sacred Heart Church

Owatonna

Trip do’s and don’ts
Pastor’s corner

Area Church Spotlight

First Lutheran Church, Ellendale

Lutheran

AURORA LUTHERAN  
6329 SE 38th St., Owatonna 
Interim Pastor David Hurtt 

(507) 676-5696 
9:15 a.m. Sunday School 

9:00 a.m. Sunday Worship Service
TRINITY LUTHERAN  

CHURCH 
5881 S.E. 118th St., Blooming Prairie 

Interim Pastor David Hurtt 
(507) 633-9331 

10:30 a.m. Sundays.  
10:30 a.m. Sunday School

FIRST LUTHERAN 
CHURCH—ELCA 

434 First St. SW., Blooming Prairie 
Charles Leonard, Senior Pastor 

Heidi Heimgartner, Associate Pastor 
(507) 583-6621  

firstlutheranbp.com 
Summer Worship: 9:00 a.m. 
FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH 
8953 S.W. 37th Ave., Hope         

Pastor Sandy Miller 
(507) 451-3854 

Services: 9 a.m. Sunday School, 
Adult Ed: 10:15 a.m.

GOOD SHEPHERD 
LUTHERAN—LCMS 

2500 Seventh Ave. N.E., Owatonna 
The Rev. Mark Rosenau,  

the Rev. Gregory Schlicker  
(507) 451-4125 

www.goodshephardowatonna.com 
Services: 8 a.m., 9:15 a.m. &  

10:30 a.m. Sunday 
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m.  

Pontoppidan Lutheran 
Church

9651 SW 75th Street Ellendale, MN 
(507)465-8366

Family Choir 9:00-9:15 a.m.
Sunday School/Adult Education  

9:15 a.m. Sunday, Worship 10:15 a.m.
ST. MICHAEL’S  

LUTHERAN—ELCA 
30450 570th Ave., Waltham 

Minister Dwight DoBell 
(507) 567-2474 

Service: 8:30 a.m. Sunday Sunday 
School: 9:45 a.m. 

RED OAK GROVE  
LUTHERAN—ELCA 

30456 Mower-Freeborn Road, Austin 
Pastor Lindsay Stolen 

(507) 583-2038 or (507) 437-3000 
www.roglutheran.org 
Service: 9 a.m. Sunday 

Sunday School (Sept-May): 10:15 a.m.
REDEEMER LUTHERAN  

CHURCH—LCMS 
1054 Truman Ave., Owatonna 

Pastor Kirk Griebel 
(507) 451-2720 

www.redeemerowatonna.org 
Service: 9 a.m. Sunday 

Sunday School: 10:15 a.m.
ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN 

CHURCH —LCMS 
4532 S.E. 84th Ave., Claremont 

The Rev. Alan Broadwell 
(507) 528-2404 

sjlcoffice@frontiernet.net 
www.peaceclaremont.otshost.org 
Weekly Church Service Midweek  
Services (May - Sept. 2nd) held on 

Wed. at 7 p.m. with Holy Communion
Sunday Morning Services 

 at 10:30am
Holy Communion Offered

Each Wednesday Evening Service
2nd & 4th Sunday Service  

of each month
Sunday School 
Not at this time

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN  
CHURCH—LCMS 

28959 630th Ave., Sargeant 
The Rev. Ronald Prigge 

Service: 10:15 a.m. Sunday 
Sunday School: 9 a.m.

TRINITY LUTHERAN  
CHURCH—ELCA 

104 First St. S.E., Hayfield 
The Rev. Paul Hauschild 

(507) 477-2248 
www.trinityhayfield.org 

Services: 8 & 10:30 a.m. Sunday 
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m.

TRINITY LUTHERAN—LCMS 
57403 300th St., Waltham 
Pastor Jesse Krusemark 

(507) 567-2272 
Service: 10:15 a.m. Sunday 

Sunday School: 9 a.m.
ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN—LCMS 

202 E. Park Ave., Hollandale 
Pastor Jesse Krusemark 

(507) 567-2272 
Service: 8:00 a.m. Sunday  
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.

COMMUNITY LUTHERAN 
CHURCH—ELCA 

106 Third St. S.E., Geneva 
Pastor Krisin Venne 

(507) 256-4288 
Service: 9:30 a.m. Sunday  
Sunday School, 10:30 a.m.

ZION LUTHERAN 
CHURCH - ELCA 

7126 SW 98th St., Ellendale
Pastor Patti Meyer 

(507) 451-2165 
8:00 a.m. worship

Zion Lutheran  
Church of Lemond

Pastor Patti Meyer
96 South Beaver Lake Road

New Richland
(507) 456-6496

Worship 8:00 a.m.
TRINITY LUTHERAN 

CHURCH—LCMS 
108 Third Ave S.W., Medford  

Pastor Mark Biebighauser 
(507) 451-0447 

Service: 9 a.m. Sunday 
Education hour: 10 a.m.

   ST PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
    2781 S.W. 92nd Ave., Meriden

Pastor Patti Meyer 
    (507) 451-2165
Worship 9:30 a.m.

TRINITY LUTHERAN 
CHURCH—ELCA

609 Lincoln Ave., Owatonna
Todd Buegler, Senior Pastor

Dean Smith, Associate Pastor
(507) 451-4520

www.tlcowatonna.org
Services: 5 p.m. Saturday

8:15, 9:45 & 11:15 a.m. Sunday

Catholic

ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC 
Rural Geneva 

The Rev. Swamy Pothireddy 
(507) 465-8217 

Service: 10:45 a.m. Sunday
SACRED HEART CATHOLIC 

Hayfield 
The Rev. Steve Peterson 

(507) 477-2256 
Service: 10:30 a.m. Sunday 

Reconciliation: 10:15 a.m. Sunday
CHURCH OF ALL SAINTS 

307 First St. SW., New Richland 
The Rev. Swamy Pothireddy 

(507) 465-8217 
Services: 5 p.m. Saturday 

and 8 a.m. Sunday. 
Sunday School: 9 a.m. Sunday

ST. COLUMBANUS  
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

114 E. Main St., Blooming Prairie 
The Rev. Steve Peterson 

(507) 583-2784 
Reconciliation: 5 p.m. Saturday 

Services: 5:15 p.m. Saturday 
and 8:30 a.m. Sunday. 

Office hours: M-F, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 

HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC  
CHURCH OF LITOMYSL 

9946 SE 24th Ave., Owatonna 
The Rev. John Sauer, Pastor 

The Rev. Brian Sutton, 
Parochial Vicar  
(507) 451-1588 

www.litomysl.webs.com 
Service: 9:30 a.m. Sunday  

with Children’s Church 
Family Faith Formation and First 

Communion class after Mass with noon 
potluck second Sunday of month. 

Confirmation class after Mass second 
Sunday of month, and fourth Sunday of 

month at 6 p.m.  
St. Isidore School - 451-5876,                                     

Preschool-fifth grade:  
www.stisidoreschool.webs.com
SACRED HEART CHURCH 
810 S. Cedar Ave., Owatonna 

The Rev. John Sauer 
(507) 451-1588 

www.sacredheartowatonna.org 
Services: 5 p.m. Saturday, 7:30 a.m., 
9 a.m., & 10:30 a.m. Sunday Spanish 

Service: 1 p.m. Sunday
ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH 

515 E. Main St., Hayfield 
The Rev. Emmanuel Sylvester 

218-695-2641 
Mass & Religious Ed: 11 a.m. Sunday

ST JOSEPH CATHOLIC PARISH
512 S Elm, Owatonna

507-451-4845
Rev. Edward F. McGrath

Deacon Patrick Fagan
Sunday Mass: Vigil Sat. eve 4 p.m.

8 a.m., 9:30 a.m. and 11 a.m.
Daily Mass Tues.-Sat. 8 a.m.

CHURCH OF CHRIST THE KING
205 NW Second Ave., Medford

(507) 451-6353
Services: 5 p.m. Saturday

10 a.m. Sunday

Christ the King Parish
Medford

Sunday Mass: Vigil Saturday evening, 
5 p.m., 10 a.m.

Monday daily Mass: 9 a.m.

CORPUS CHRISTI PARISH
Deerfield

Sunday Mass 8:30 a.m. 
Easter thru Christmas

Winter at Christ the King, Medford

Methodist

BLOOMING GROVE UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 
43089 180th St., Medford 

(7 miles west of Medford on CR 23) 
Pastor Cindy Kennedy 

(507) 835-8726 
Service: 10:45 a.m. Sunday 

Sunday School: 9:45 a.m. Sunday
ELLENDALE UNITED  

METHODIST CHURCH 
200 Sixth St. N.W., Ellendale 

Pastor Randy Cirksena 
(507) 684-2731 

www.ellendaleumc.org 
Summer services: 9 a.m. Sunday

Non-Denominational

CEDAR CREEK CHURCH 
30 E. Main St., Hayfield 

Pastor Aaron de Neui 
(507) 477-2255 

www.cedarcreekchurch.org 
Service: 10 a.m. Sunday

Elevation North Church  
2002 Austin Rd.

Pastor Doug Jones
(507) 363-3099

www.elevationnorth.blogspot.com
Sun 10:00a.m. English Service 

10:30 a.m. Service & Kids Zone  
2 p.m Spanish Service
Wed. 7:00 Bible Study 

Fri 7:00 Spanish Outreach

New beginnings 
christian church 

332 14th St. N.E., Owatonna 
Pastor Scott Peterson 

(507) 213-9194 
Service: 10 a.m. Sunday 
Bible: 7 p.m. Wednesday

Destiny Christian Church 
Owatanna Campus 

422 W. North Street, Owatonna 
Pastors Sam and Cheri Benson 

507-254-8514 
www.destinycc.org 

Service: 9 a.m. Sunday

Mennonite

PRAIRIE MENNONITE CHURCH 
13638 750th St., Blooming Prairie 

Dennis Martin 
(507) 583-2081 & (507) 477-3216 

Services: 7:30 p.m. Wednesday 
and 10:30 a.m. Sunday  

Sunday School: 9:30 a.m. 

Mormon

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST 
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS 

404 31st St. N.W.,  Austin 
Bishop Rick Bremner 

(507) 433-9042 
Service: 9 a.m.-10:10 a.m. 

Presbyterian

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH 

109 E. Main St., Hayfield 
Pastor Vanessa Syvertsen 

(507) 477-2631 
Service: 10 a.m. Sunday 

 

Seventh-Day Adventist

SEVENTH-DAY  
ADVENTIST CHURCH 

2373 Seventh Ave. N.E., Owatonna 
Pastor Robert Brauer 

(507) 340-7143 
Service: 11 a.m. Saturday 

Sabbath School: 9:30 a.m. Saturday

UCC

CONGREGATIONAL UNITED 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

211 Main St. S., Medford 
Pastor Louise Bender 

(507) 451-4596 
Confirmation: 9 a.m. Sunday 

Service: 10 a.m. Sunday 
Sunday School: 10 a.m. Sunday 

Assembly of God

Vibrant Life  
Assembly Of God 

702 Third St. S., Ellendale 
Pastor Patrick Stitt 

(507) 684-3421 
Service: 10:30 a.m. Sunday 

Sunday School: 9 a.m. 
vibrantlifeag.com

Baptist

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
104 First Ave. N.E.,  
Blooming Prairie 

Pastor Matt Fennell 
(507) 583-2673 

Services: 6:30 p.m. Wednesday 
and 10 a.m. & 11:30 a.m. Sunday 

Sunday School: 9 a.m. Sunday

411 East Main Street
507-583-4431



says he’s still pleased with the 
turnout and the volunteers’ ef-
forts. “Even with the oppres-
sive heat and the storm, we still 
raised over $101,000 so far,” 
Born said. “And we’re so happy 
with our volunteers.” Donations 
can still be turned in until Au-
gust 31, so Born says he hopes 
the group can come even closer 
to their fundraising goal, which 
was $112,000 this year. 

Teams raise money for the 
cause prior to the event and 
some also hold additional activi-
ties during the Relay itself. This 
year, some teams sold shirts, 
hand-painted water bottles and 
balloons. Others offered con-
cessions or activities, like face-
painting and even massages 
during the Relay, as well. Born 
adds that the ability to accept 
credit cards at the event has also 
helped to boost the proceeds. 
The Silent Auction, which also 
takes place on the evening of 
the relay, has also brought an 
average of $8,000 to $10,000 in 
past years. This year, the Daikin 
Dash for Cancer, held on Satur-
day morning, also helped raise 
funds for the cause. Around 65 
participants showed up for the 
Daikin Dash on Saturday morn-
ing. 

The Relay for Life committee 
also works all year long to raise 
funds. Born says that committee 
has hosted three pancake break-
fasts this year and in addition to 

other events like spaghetti sup-
pers. Born says that the com-
mittee members also have great 
appreciation for their families, 
who support them along the 
way. “I wouldn’t be here with-
out my family,” Born said. “It’s 
become a family tradition.” 

Born says that it is an honor 
to be a part of the Relay for Life 
and work alongside the people 
who devote their time to ensur-
ing that the event is a success. 
“We are dedicated,” he said. 
“But we also have a lot of fun 
with it, too.”

The Relay has three phas-
es, “Celebrate,” “Remember” 
and “Fight Back.” While Born 
agrees that it’s important to 
recognize the people have been 
affected by cancer, he’s also ex-
cited about raising money that 
will go towards cancer research. 

“To me, research is the an-
swer,” said Born. “I enjoy seeing 
the money we raise and seeing 
that we took a dig into cancer.” 

On Friday, July 17, the Re-
lay for Life began around 6 
p.m. Despite the humidity, the 
opening ceremonies were well-
attended. The committee was 
recognized on stage and each of 
the honorary co-chairs, Michelle 
Miller and Joe Plemel, shared 
their stories. 

“I know a lot of you have had 
to endure more than I have,” said 
Miller, on Friday. “I want you to 
know that you inspire me.”

Miller, a wife and mother 
of three, was just 32 years old 
when she was diagnosed with 
breast cancer. Miller says that 
she discovered the lump while 
shaving and inquired about it 
during her daughter’s check-up. 
Soon after, she was diagnosed 
with breast cancer. Today, Miller 
is doing well and is grateful for 
each day she gets to spend with 
her family. 

“This experience has taught 
me many things,” Miller said, 
during the opening ceremony 
at the Relay. Miller says she’s 
learned to rely on her faith and 
to accept support from others. 
The experience, she says, has 
also been an exercise in self-
acceptance. 

Miller is quick to add that her 
family stood by her when things 
were difficult and that she’s in-
credibly thankful for their sup-
port. Her husband, John, has 
been especially supportive. “I 
believe God knew what I need-
ed when he gave me John,” she 
says. 

“This journey has also given 
me a sense of purpose,” Mill-
er says. She shares her story 
whenever she gets the chance, 
in hopes of encouraging other 
women to be aware of changes 
in their body and to reach out 
for help when they need it. 
Miller has helped to counsel 
other women dealing with can-
cer and has also participated in 

events like the Relay for Life 
and the Susan G. Komen Race 
for the Cure. She’s even become 
involved with the development 
of a Mayo Clinic App for breast 
cancer patients. 

Still, Miller feels she can 
do more to help win the fight 
against cancer. “I know there’s 
more I can do and I’m open to 
what that might be,” she says. 

Plemel spoke next, first ad-
mitting that he’s a very private 
person. “Most people who know 
me probably didn’t even know 
I went through this,” he said, 
during the opening ceremony. 
Plemel was diagnosed with lung 
cancer in March of 2013 after 
a physical. After surgery and 
four sessions of chemotherapy, 

Plemel says he is grateful to be 
alive. 

“As a cancer survivor, you 
really realize how grateful you 
are,” Plemel said. Plemel says 
he’s grateful for his happy mar-
riage, his three children and four 
grandchildren. He’s also glad 
that he’s been able to celebrate 
life’s happy milestones with his 
family. 

When things were rough, says 
Plemel, he found great sup-
port from God, his family and 
friends. That support, he said, 
made his recovery a little bit 
easier. 

After Miller and Plemel 
spoke, the honorary chairs and 
their families led the Survivors 
Lap around the fairgrounds. 

During the second lap, caregiv-
ers were also recognized during 
the Caregivers Lap. 

After dark on Friday, luminar-
ies personalized with names of 
people who have dealt with can-
cer illuminated the fairgrounds. 
As families lit the luminaries to-
gether, the crowd observed thir-
ty minutes of silence in honor of 
those touched by the disease. 

Born says he continues to sup-
port the Relay because the latest 
advances in medicine and tech-
nology are bringing research-
ers closer and closer to a cure. 
“I feel that, in the last 15 years 
I have been doing this, that we 
are really making a difference,” 
Born said. 
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Farm

Collision

Farms 

& 
Mike 
Jeff 
Custom 

MJC Farms, LLC 
13324 89th Ave SE 
Blooming Prairie, MN   
55917 
Fax  507-572-1337 

Mike Ingvalson  507-456-1436 
mikeingvalson@hotmail.com 

  

We offer: 
Seed 
Chemical 
Fertilizer 
Custom Farming 
Crop Scouting 

High Yields Start Here 

Jeff Ingvalson  507-456-1439 
jeffingvalson@hotmail.com 

THE ONLY AREA SHOP certified to work 
 on the 2015 Ford Aluminum F150

Greenhouse Pets

Larry & Donna Bennett
4151 N. City Rd. 45
Owatonna, MN 55060
(507) 451-2203 Cell: 507-456-3562

Bennett’s
Pet Haven
Cemetery, Inc.

“Professional Cremation and Burial Services for your loving pet”
Shorty & Sue Schroht

857 Mosher Ave.
Owatonna, MN 55060

(507) 455-3204

STEELE COUNTY  TIMES PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY

Tires

Mike’s  REPAIR
507-455-0388

Fax: 507-455-0486
After Hours: 507-455-0483

Tire Service
AG & Heavy Truck 

Complete Truck Parts and Service Mike Hartle
     Owner

870 32 Ave. NW
Owatonna, MN 55060

Truck Accessories
The lightest, most 
durable, longest 

lasting truck fenders, 
bracket kits, and truck 

accessories in the 
trucking industry.

Minimizer.com • 800-248-3855 • Blooming Prairie

Minimizer.com • 800-248-3855 • Blooming Prairie

ExcavatingAdvertising

3 miles East of Geneva OR 2 miles N. of
Hollandale on Co. Rd. 28 • Watch for signs

June 8-October 1 Hours
M-F 9am-5pm
Sat. 9am-3pm
Sun. Closed 507-889-3271

Ellendale, MN
www.hilltopgreenhouse.com

NOW
OPEN!!

“Like” Us on
Facebook

Bedding Plants • Geraniums • Moss Baskets 
Container Gardening • Vegetables • Herbs 

Aquatic Plants • Unique Annuals • Soil • Mulch 
Fertilizer • Wide Variety of Garden Iron!

There’s a 
better way 

to get 
attention.

Make life simple & place an ad with..

583-4431
bpjulie@frontier.com

HUGE week long sale 
with BIG savings at Vandal’s!

It’s been a year and now it’s time to  
celebrate our grand reopening event from  

JULY 26-AUG. 1.
Watch this weekend’s Hometown wrap  

and next week’s newspaper for  
details on our big bash!

RELAY
Continued from Page 1A

RJ’s BBQ. Starting at 6 p.m., the 
public is also welcome to come 
enjoy a meal and help benefit the 
cause. 

  Steele County’s Toys for 
Tots program has benefited area 
youth for over 30 years. Through 
this program, toys are collected 
and later distributed to families 
with children in need during the 
holiday season. While toy dona-

tions are an important part of 
the program, Toys for Tots also 
accepts monetary donations and 
gift cards, which are used to help 
purchase additional toys. All do-
nations made to Steele County’s 
Toys for Tots program remain 
local and benefit children living 
in Steele County. 

  Bikers are asked to register 
in the north parking lot area at 

J&H Liquors (340 East Main 
Street) between 9:30 and 10:30 
a.m. on Saturday, July 25. The 
group will start the ride at 10:30 
a.m. and should arrive back in 
Blooming Prairie around 5 p.m. 
that evening. For additional de-
tails, contact Nancy prior to the 
event at 507-583-7557. 

TOYS FOR TOTS
Continued from Page 1A



By JAMES KNOOP
County Sports Editor

High school football teams 
across the state are facing short-
ened preseason schedules, due 
to a scheduling conflict with the 
2015 Prep Bowl site. 

The Prep Bowl, usually held 
the third week of November, 
was supposed to be played at 
the University of Minnesota’s 
TCF Bank Stadium. There was 
only one problem. The Gophers 
had dibs on that weekend. 

After much discussion, it was 
decided that instead of cutting 
regular or postseason games, 
summer practice would be cut 
short one week. While this 
gives players, coaches and fans 

the regular season they are used 
to, it has created a situation in 
which players and coaches have 
less time to prepare for that 
“normal” season. 

“I think we simply have to be 
more efficient with our time,” 
said New Richland-Hartland-
Ellendale-Geneva Coach Dan 
Stork. 

Additional rules regarding 
practices have also been laid 
down by the Minnesota High 
School League, including lim-
ited interaction with coaches 
and players and a “no contact” 
rule for the first four days of 
practice.

“With all of the new rules 
regarding length of practices, 
we have had to be very specific 

in our practice planning,” said 
Stork. 

Jeff Williams, the head coach 
for Owatonna, said the rules 
have already been affecting the 
team this summer. 

“Because we play Mankato 
West after only 10 days of prac-
tice, we have added camp op-
portunities this summer in order 
to get our players prepared for 

the coming season,” said Wil-
liams. 

That camp will be held at 
Owatonna High School July 26-
29, and will include offensive 
and defensive workouts, as well 
as watching film. 

We have also lost our scrim-
mage this fall, so we will have 
to find different ways to assess 
who is really ready to compete 

on Friday nights,” said Wil-
liams. “It will be an interesting 
fall to be sure.”

Stork added he doesn’t be-
lieve there will be any negative 
results, since the new rules are 
affecting every team equally, 
adding, “We’ll be ready.”

By JAMES KNOOP
County Sports Editor

The Medford Diamond Asso-
ciation has seen a lot of growth 
over the past few years, and this 
year was able to expand its pro-
gram to provide room for even 
more players. 

The softball program expand-
ed into three groups this sum-
mer, including 10U, 12U and 
14U play. The boys program 

did not expand, but numbers are 
still good for 11U, 12U and 13U 
teams. 

“We’ve tried to get as many of 
the younger people onto teams 
as possible,” said Jackie Gillis-
Reuvers, adding that the need 
to create a younger team was 
sparked by younger girls watch-
ing their older sisters play. 

Gillis-Reuvers said a staff 
full of tremendous coaches has 
aided the programs across the 
board. 

“The coaches have done a 
good job spreading out play-
ing time and keeping the kids 
engaged,” she said. “They are 
teaching kids how to win and 
lose with integrity. That can take 
you anywhere in life. We have 
great coaches who are teaching 
these kids life lessons and dis-
guising it as fun.”

A fun day
Although not too many disco-

loving persons could round up 
their old garb, enough scrounged 
their wearing apparel of the 80s 
to make the annual Chamber 
of Commerce Golf Fun Day an 
unqualified successful outing 
Wednesday, July 15. The smiles 
on the many duffers who took 
part were testament to an enter-
taining day for all involved. 

The fact that some golf also 
was played was almost inciden-
tal to the fun and entertainment 
provided by the contests at each 
golf hole and the smiles plas-
tered on the faces of the many 
duffers in action. It was a good 
day for the Chamber’s main fun-
draising project of the year, and 
the many golfers who participat-
ed enjoyed the golf, the contests 
and the dinner and door prizes 
that culminated the event.

Athletes still honored
I think it has been obvious for 

local sports fans that BPHS has 
featured some exceptional ath-
letes in the last few years.  The 
Owatonna daily paper demon-
strated that last week when they 
published a five-part series on 
some of the area’s top perform-
ers, and three of them came from 
BPHS.

John Rumpza, Madison 
Worke and Taylor Hagen joined 
Owatonna Huskies’ Dexter Leer 
and Peter Jones in the series of 
features.  Jones competed in the 
state golf tournament the last 
two years, and Leer completed 
a stellar three-sport career at 
Owatonna high school. All three 
of the Blossom stars named in 
the series were three-sport com-
petitors at BPHS.  Rumpza is a 
career record second in the en-
tire state in touchdown passes 
thrown in football.  He also has 
the BPHS record by a wide mar-
gin in career scoring in basket-
ball as well as an accomplished 
player on the baseball team.  He 
will redshirt in football at Wino-
na State University this fall.

 Hagen is the record holder in 
volleyball kills and blocks, is by 
far the career-scoring leader in 
basketball, and finished fourth in 
the shot put at the state track and 
field meet last spring.  Hagen is 
already attending the university 
of Northern Iowa on a basketball 
scholarship.  Worke has done 
her part, setting a school record 
in assists on the volleyball team, 
was a four-year starter on the 
basketball team, and played first 
base on the state champion soft-
ball team three years ago.  She 
will enroll at Winona State Uni-
versity in the fall and join the 
basketball program.

The Owatonna athletes and 
our local all-around representa-
tives in the series certainly attest 
to the fact that the local educa-
tional institutions have been in-
strumental in producing excel-
lent athletes.  Another big point 
in their favor is that all of these 
athletes also excel in the class-
room. That makes them stand 
out in a crowd, for sure.  Well 
done to all five athletes, and es-
pecially to our own BPHS selec-
tions.

Now and then
The actor who starred in my 

favorite film of all time passed 
away last week.  Omar Sharif, 
the most famous Egyptian-born 
Hollywood personality, had the 
lead in the 1965 movie, “Dr. 
Zhivago,” and won a Golden 
Globe award for his perfor-
mance as Best Actor.

His first Hollywod movie was 
in a supporting role in “Law-
rence of Arabia,” for which he 
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HometownSports

Staff photos by Howard Lestrud

Deer Creek Speedway holds 36th annual Gopher 50
TOP: The 36th annual Gopher 50 was held at Deer Creek Speedway in Spring Valley on 
Saturday, July 18. Darrell Lanigan of Union, Kentucky, won his third straight NAPA Gopher 50 
victory. Jimmy Mars of Menomonie , Wisconsin, took first in the USRA Modified race. Locally, 
Brandon Davis of Medford took second in the event.
RIGHT: The Blooming Prairie Fire Department provided a touching flag raising ceremony 
prior to the beginning of the feature race of the Gopher 50 last Saturday at the Deer Creek 
Speedway. Here, Del Peterson, Nola Wradilavsky and Theresa Brown help raise the flag. Dave 
Wradilavsky was at the controls of the fire truck.

Medford Diamond Association expands

OUTSIDE THE LINES
Continued on Page 2B

Conflicts and new rules affect school football teams

Staff photo by Macaela Jensen
State high school teams will have to deal with a shortened offseason due to a scheduling conflict 
with the Prep Bowl held at TCF Bank Stadium. 

 Golf League Standings
Blooming Prairie Country Club
Week 9 - July 13 Points       			
Place	   				             Points		
1	 Grunklee Evans Possehl		  59	
2	 Kruckeberg Kruckeberg Johnson	55		
3	 Hillberg Wanous Pfiefer		  53		
4	 Lembke Benson Hanson		  51		
5	 Strunk Farr Ingvaldson		  50.5	
5	 Braaten Pirkl Resler			  50.5	
7	 Peterson Behnken Bishop		 48		
8	 Myer Motl Tollefson		           46		
9	 SkalaR Thiele Sammon		  44		
10	 Zwiener Hinzmen Wurst		  43.5		
11	 KlemmensenD Drexler Zwiener	 42		
12	 Koster Long White			   41.5		
13	 Doerhoefer Stalach Olson Worke	40		
14	 Weeks Johnson Caldwell		  38.7	
14	 Morgan Sekora Olson Schuster 			 
	 Iacovino				    38.5
16	 Minimizer Minimizer Minimizer	 37.5		
17	 Sunde Kittelson Carlson		  36.5		
18	 Lea Lembke Hansen		  35.5		
19	 White Lysne Johnson		  33.5		
20	 Hareid Bartsch Wilkerson		  32.5		
21	 Clark Blome Skala			   32	
22	 Skala Jensen Lee			   31.5		
23	 Glynn Glynn Esplan			  31		
23	 KlemmensenJ KlemmensenR 
	 Anderson				    31		
25	 Ingvalson Klemmensen Bishop	 29		
26	 Haberman Hegal Henefield 
	 Hanson				    27.5	

Division   Team 				    Score	
A	 Doerhoefer Stalach Olson Worke	 30		
B	 Myer Motl Tollefson			   34
C	 Grunklee Evans Possehl		   36	
D	 Ingvalson Klemmensen Bishop	  34		
						    



By TODD NARVESON
Guest Writer

It was a hot and sultry evening 
for stock car racing at Chateau 
Raceway this week. The pro-
gram was presented by Auto 
Value Parts of Albert Lea and 
Austin along with R&S Rac-
ing of Albert Lea and Power 
96.1FM. Several drivers contin-
ued their dominance this week 
and the Modifieds had another 
great feature race. 

Ross Spitzer took off from 
row one in the Misgen Auto 
Parts Pure Stocks and led the 
entire 15-lap distance to win his 
third feature of the year. Matt 

Brooks drove from fifth to sec-
ond whiler Stacy Krohnberg was 
third. Brady Krohnberg and Jes-
se Stahl finished fourth and fifth. 

The KIK Graphics & Print-
ing USRA B-Mods had a much 
better race this week when com-
pared to the last two shows. Just 
a couple of cautions would slow 
the pace and the last yellow flag 
would set up a two lap dash to 
the checkered flag. 

Kylie Kath led from the drop 
of the green flag and held off 
younger brother Kadden to snare 
his fifth feature win and this was 
his fourth in a row. Scott Dem-
mer finished in the third position 
with Mark Wytaske and Dan 

Tenold in the top five. 
Brent Holland would lead lap 

one of the Power 96 WISSOTA 
Street Stock feature. Noah Grin-
stead would pass Holland on the 
next lap with Mike Blowers right 
with the leaders. Kory Adams, 
Keith Weber and Bernie Adams 
raced three wide for fourth. On 
lap five Blowers challenged 
Grinstead for the lead and they 
went door-to-door for the lead.

Blowers slid to the inside in 
turn four on the sixth circuit and 
he and Grinstead bounced off of 
each other. Blowers got the lead 
in turn two and drove away for 
his second win of the season. 
Grinstead finished in second 
with Kory Adams third. Bernie 
Adams ended up in fourth and 
Brandon Vogt was fifth in the 
final rundown. 

The Farm Boy BBQ WIS-
SOTA Midwest Modifieds got 
off to a rocky start when three 
cars piled into each other on 
lap one. Jesse Hernandez would 
lead early in the race while Dan 
Wheeler, Jeremy Misgen and 
Jake Stark wheeled three wide 
for second. Wheeler got to sec-
ond and went after Hernandez 
for the lead. Wheeler made the 
pass on lap five but a caution 
flag negated the pass as the lap 
was not completed. 

It did not take Wheeler long 
to get by Hernandez to take the 
lead. From there Wheeler led 
the remainder of the race for his 
sixth win and 17th overall for 
2015. Hernandez ended up in 
second with ninth starter Ryan 
Goergen third. Misgen had an-
other top five run in fourth and 
Stark finished in fifth. 

Nick Stroupe from Iron Sta-
tion, North Carolina who is in 
the area for the big World show 
at Deer Creek next week started 
on the pole for the French’s Re-
pair & Fabrication USRA Modi-
fied feature. Stroupe would leaf 
with Darwyn Karau and Jason 
Cummins closed behind. Cum-
mins passed Karau and then 
challenged Stroupe. A couple of 
quick yellows would keep the 
field tight. 

Meanwhile eyes watched 
Brandon Davis who had a flat 
tire in his heat race and rolled off 
in the eleventh spot. Davis was 
up to sixth on lap three and then 
in a spectacular move vaulted to 
fourth. Davis was far from done 
when he zipped past Karau for 
third on the eighth circuit. At 
this point Stroupe had a huge 
advantage over Cummins. But 
Greg Jensen had a breakdown 
on lap 15 to bring out the yellow 
and that extinguished Stroupe’s 
lead. On the restart Davis blast-
ed the cushion on the top side of 
the track and passed Cummins 
for second. Davis then reeled in 
Stroupe on lap 17 and the battle 
was on. Davis ran the high line 
in turns one and two and the low 
groove in three and four. 

Davis would get up alongside 
Stroupe but just could not quite 
get by. With five to go Davis 
got a little above the cushion 
and Stroupe opened the lead up. 
But Davis was undaunted and 
quickly closed back in on the 
leader. The white flag came out 
and Davis changed his line in 
turn one and drove to the inside 
of Stroupe. Davis took the lead 
in turn three and beat Stroupe to 

the checkered flag for his fourth 
win of the year. 

Stroupe finished second but 
was disqualified in post-race 
tech for not having the mandat-
ed 8,000-rpm chip in his ignition 
box. So that moved Cummins to 
second, Karau to third, Doug 
Hillson to fourth and Tommy 
Myer was fifth. 

Blake Dorweiler continued 
his absolute dominance of the 
Y-Waste Removal Hornets. Dor-
weiler got by early leader Jere-

my Wenzel to win for the eighth 
time in ten nights of racing. 

Just a reminder that there is 
no racing this Friday, July 24, 
due to the World Modified Dirt 
Track Championships at the 
Deer Creek Speedway in Spring 
Valley. Racing will resume at 
Chateau Raceway on Friday, 
July 31, with racing at 7 p.m.
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These are the results from  the Chateau Raceway
at Lansing for the week of July 10.

12880 SW 72nd Ave. • Ellendale
(507) 684-2100

Used Car and Truck Parts  
U-Pull and Full Service

Hornets

Feature—Blake Dorweiler, Jer-
emy Wenzel, Mike Blowers, Nick 
Sillman, Jason McShane, Bobby 
Blowers, Ralph Hanks
Heat—McShane, Dorweiler, 
Hanks, M. Blowers, B. Blowers, 
Wenzel, Sillman

USRA Modified

Feature—Brandon Davis, Jason 
Cummins, Darwyn Karau, Doug 
Hillson, Tommy Myer, Joe Horg-
dal, Neil Eckhart, Greg Jensen, 
Bill Clemens, Billy Steinberg, Nick 
Stroupe, Dennis Hillson 
First Heat—Dennis Hillson, Myer, 
Karau, Doug Hillson, Steinberg, 
Davis
Second Heat—Stroupe, Horgdal, 
Cummins, Eckhart, Jensen, Cle-
mens

WISSOTA Midwest Modified

Feature—Dan Wheeler, Jesse 
Hernandez, Ryan Goergen, Jer-
emy Misgen, Jacob Stark, Luke 
Hainka, Brad Minske, Tammy So-
ma-Clark, Garitt Wytaske, Jared 
Boumeester, Dustin Steinbrink, 
Darryl Hainka, Brayten Cisneros, 
Brandon Dunbar, Jesse Baer, Har-
lan Morehart
First Heat—Baer, Misgen, Stark, 
Dunbar, Goergen, D. Hainka, 
Steinbrink, L. Hainka
Second Heat—Boumeester, 
Wheeler, Hernandez, Soma-Clark, 
Cisneros, Minske, Wytaske, More-
hart

WISSOTA Street Stock

Feature—Mike Blowers, Noah 
Grinstead, Kory Adams, Bernie 
Adams, Brandon Vogt, Brent Hol-
land, Fred Prudoehl, Keith Weber, 
Nick Roemhildt, Zach Elward
First Heat—K. Adams, Prudoehl, 
Holland, Weber, Elward
Second Heat—Blowers, B. Ad-
ams, Grinstead, Vogt, Roemhildt

USRA B-Mod

Feature—Kylie Kath, Kadden 
Kath, Scott Demmer, Mark Wy-
taske, Dan Tenold, Anthony Con-
dit, Terry Kohnert, Raey Hastings 
IV, Morgan Schrage, Chris Bruns, 
Cole Lonergan, Tim Gerber
First Heat—Kadden Kath, Loner-
gan, Tenold, Kohnert, Hastings IV, 
Schrage
Second Heat—Demmer, Kylie 
Kath, Wytaske, Condit. Gerber, 
Bruns

Pure Stock

Feature—Ross Spitzer, Matt 
Brooks, Stacy Krohnberg, Brady 
Krohnberg, Jesse Stahl, Jason 
Newkirk, Tyler Peterson, Bob 
Schoenfelder, Ryan Jacobsen, 
Greg Lammers. Anna Brouwers, 
Isaac Clark
First Heat—S. Krohnberg, 
Newkirk, Brooks, Spitzer, Schoen-
felder, Lammers
Second Heat—B. Krohnberg, 
Stahl, Peterson, Clark, Jacobsen, 
Brouwers

Davis wins a barnburner at Chateau Raceway

OUTSIDE THE LINES
Continued from Page 1B

New website launch for 
American Legion Baseball 

rence of Arabia,” for which he 
also won a Golden Globe hon-
or and an Oscar nomination as 
a Supporting Actor.

The other role for which he 
is remembered was opposite 
Barbara Streisand.  Divorced 
from his Egyptian wife, he had 
a several-year affair with Stre-
isand and commented that she 
was the love of his life.  

Sharif was born in Alexan-
dria, Egypt, and died in Cairo 
of a heart attack at the age of 
83.  He also ranked in the top 
50 contract bridge players in 
the world and played in sev-
eral international tournaments 
and matches.  “Dr. Zhivago” 
remains my favorite movie 
of all time.  I know that I will 
miss him, even though he had 
made very few appearances 
in films over the last several 
years.

It seemed appropriate that 
the hometown hitter would 
win the home run derby at the 
All-Star game last week.  Todd 
Frazier outlasted a number of 
other great sluggers, includ-
ing last year’s winner, Prince 
Fielder.  I liked the new format 
of the contest in which batters 
had a set time to hit as many 
home runs as they could, and 
a number of really long home 
runs ensued.

The All-Star game itself 
provided several interesting 
highlights, especially for Min-
nesota twins fans.  In his only 
at bat in the 8th inning, Brian 

Dozier concluded an almost 
unbelievable week and a half 
with a home run into left cen-
terfield.  To finish the game 
Glen Perkins gave up a triple 
and a sacrifice fly, but got 
three fly ball outs and give the 
American League the 6-3 vic-
tory and the home field advan-
tage for the World Series.

Two events coming up in 
the next two weeks should 
liven up the community a lit-
tle during these hot summer 
days.  Next Saturday, July 25, 
marks the annual BOB ride, 
which begins from J & H Li-
quors at 10:30 a.m. and arriv-
ing back at 5 p.m. for supper. 
This worthwhile motorcycle 
ride benefits Toys For Tots and 
has become a very generous 
support for that cause.  Further 
information can be obtained 
from Nancy at 583-7557.

Then on Thursday, July 30, 
the American Legion Auxilia-
ry sponsors its annual Flower 
Show and Luncheon at the lo-
cal Servicemen’s Club.  Reg-
istration for flower displays 
is from 8:30 to 10:30 a.m. 
and lunch will be served from 
11:30 am. to 1 p.m. This is 
open to the public, and it is a 
great way to enjoy a delicious 
lunch with entertainment.  

That gives us two last events 
in July to continue our recur-
ring theme that something is 
always happening in our com-
munity. I am out of time and 
space, but we’ll talk again.

MINNEAPOLIS, MINNE-
SOTA (July 20, 2015) – Nick 
Kennedy, founder of www.
legionbaseballhub.com  an-
nounced today his site’s launch 
to coincide with the beginning 
of Minnesota’s American Le-
gion Baseball playoff season 
which starts this week.

The site is the first of its kind 
to connect all 306 of Minne-
sota’s American Legion base-
ball clubs. Features of the site 
include updated statistics, real-
time scoring, a section for Le-
gion players to be showcased 
for perusal of college and pro-
fessional scouts, and an online 
store where players, teams and 
coaches can order all supplies 
they need.

“This site was created for 
two reasons,” said Kennedy, 
a former head coach of the 
Edina American Legion team 
and its current assistant coach. 
“First, there has never been a 
single place for coaches, fans 
and scouts to learn more about 
the teams and players. Sec-
ondly, the site is a platform 
to honor the great American 

Legion posts in our state that 
support veterans and have sup-
ported young ballplayers for 
90 years.”  Kennedy said 5 
percent of all revenue will be 
donated back to the State Le-
gion programs to help honor 
our veterans and the tradition 
of legion baseball.

“There was definitely a void 
in this market,” said Kennedy. 
“When I was coaching, it was 
very difficult to find any infor-
mation on other teams, who 
was winning in the other sec-
tions, and who made it to state 
etc… This site will be a new 
single-source for all things Le-
gion Baseball related.”

One of the unique aspects 
of the site is that it will help 
young ballplayers connect with 
college scouts.

“In speaking with over 50+ 
college baseball coaches, there 
was nothing but positivity in 
creating a section on the site 
which will be the premier and 
most credible spot for college 
coaches to access information 
on the player and how that re-
lates to the recruiting process.”

Under the direction of the 
site’s recruiting coordinator 
and former Minnesota Twins 
hero and current Edina Legion 
Head Coach Gene Larkin, the 
site will provide the raw data 
college coaches desire when on 
the recruiting trail.

“This is a phenomenal re-
source for all of Minnesota’s 
legion baseball teams,” said 
Larkin. “Anybody affiliated 
with the game will benefit.”

Kennedy believes that noth-
ing has had a more positive im-
pact on the Minnesota Legion 
Baseball community in its 90 
years than this site. 

“It’s a game changer. It’s 
going bring a lot of positive 
attention to the kids who are 
at the heart of American Le-
gion Baseball,” said Kennedy. 
“Minnesota is at the top of the 
list nationally as far as number 
of teams for Legion Baseball . 
We have always been leaders 
in the game and this site further 
cements our status as the class 
of Legion Baseball.”

Website to provide real-time statistics and 
scores from all baseball teams in state

Submitted photo

Photos with Champ Truck fans
Brad Klemmensen of Minimizer Team Tortured stands with a racing fan at Gateway Motorsports 
Park during the fifth Champ Truck racing weekend. 

Clarks Grove Golf Course
Clarks Grove, MN

IntroducIng  Foot golF
9-Hole Golf Course with Soccer Balls

$5 Juniors (16 & under) • $7 Adults • $2 Soccer Ball Rental

Fun For the  
Whole FamIly!

8:00 am-8:00 pm • 7 DAyS A Week
507-256-7737 • Cell 507-402-7327
1 Mile South of Clarks Grove on Co. Rd 45

Buy 1, get 1 Free
Adult ticket price, good on foot golf and regular golf



A man has been charged with 
aggravated robbery in connec-
tion with a foiled drug sale in 
April.

The Steele County Attorney’s 
Office has charged Yusuf O. Ali, 
20, with felony first- degree rob-
bery. 

Police arrested Ali July 16 
when information was received 
that he was allegedly involved in 
the robbery of four youths who 

were attempting to sell mari-
juana in Manthey Park in Owa-
tonna. 

The information revealed that 
Ali allegedly pulled one of the 
victims out of the car and started 
punching him, police said. The 
victims reported marijuana, a 
wallet, $95 and a cell phone 
were taken at the time of the 
robbery. 

At the time of the incident, the 

victims re-
ported be-
ing struck 
with a 
b a s e b a l l 
bat, a 
bottle and 
threatened 
to be shot.

Ali
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SHERIFF’S TIPLINE

866-878-7964
If you have information about 
any crimes in Steele County, 

call the sheriff’s tipline. 
You may remain anonymous. 

Police blotter
Steele County

Blooming Prairie
July 12
Vandalism. Police received a 

property damage report at 1:26 a.m. 
Owatonna Police

July 10
Theft. A citizen reported that his 

or her identity had been stolen in the 
2600 block of 3rd Ave. NE at 9:07 
a.m. 

Hit and Run. A hit and run crash 
resulting in property damage oc-
curred in the 1600 block of Cedar 
Ave. S. at 11:34 a.m. 

July 11
Drunken Driving. At 12:52 

a.m., police arrested a motorist for 
driving while intoxicated in the 300 
block of State Ave. NW. 

Restraining Order. Officers re-
sponded to a restraining order viola-
tion in the 400 block of Flowervale 
St. NW at 2:27 a.m. 

Theft. Officer took theft report 
in the 1000 block of Elm Ave. N. at 
12:06 p.m. 

Property Damage. At 12:44 
p.m., vandalism was reported in the 
1000 block of Elm Ave. N. 

July 12
Disturbance. Police responded 

to a noise complaint in the 400 
block of Cherry St. NE at 2:52 a.m. 
They arrested a subject at the scene. 

Vandalism. Police received 
several property damage reports 
throughout the day. Five reports 
were from the 1900 block of Wild-
flower Dr. NE and two reports were 
from the 1900 block of Mineral 
Springs Parkway. 

Medical. At 2:24 p.m., paramed-
ics and officers responded to a med-
ical emergency in the 300 block of 
22nd St. SE. 

DWI. Officers received a formal 
complaint of drunken driving in the 
1000 block of Frontage Rd. W. 

Criminal Sex. Police began an 
investigation of criminal sexual 
conduct in the 2200 block of 26th 
St. NW at 7:27 p.m.  

July 13
Probation. Police responded to a 

probation violation in the 300 block 
of Vine St. E. at 12:43 p.m. 

Theft. A theft was reported in the 
2200 block of 46th St. NW at 4:41 
p.m.  

Burglary. At 9:50 p.m., a bur-
glary investigation started in the 200 
block of Selby Ave. SW. 

Warrant. Officers arrested a 
subject for an outstanding warrant 
in the 300 block of School St. W. at 
11:15 p.m. 

July 14
Flight. Police arrested a subject 

after he fled from custody in the 200 
block of Vine St. E. at 12:15 a.m. 

Fraud. A citizen reported being 
the victim of a fraud incident in the 
800 block of Linn Ave. SW at 9:50 
a.m. 

Child Protection. At 4:47 p.m., 
officer took a child protection report 
in the 1800 block of Hartle Ave. SE. 

Shoplifting. A shoplifting inci-
dent occurred in the 2100 block of 
Bridge St. W. at 7:35 p.m. 

Assault. At 9:55 p.m., officers 
responded to an assault in the 600 
block of Rice Lake St. E. 

July 15
Warrant. Police made a warrant 

arrest in the 2300 block of 3rd Ave. 
NE at 8:43 a.m. 

Fraud. Officer took a report of 
a fraud incident in the 700 block of 
Crestview Lane NE at 2:25 p.m. 

Suspicion. At 3:31 p.m., officers 
responded to a suspicious activity 
report in the 1200 block of Esther 
Lane SE. 

Assist. Police assisted another 
agency with arresting a subject in 
the 500 block of Florence Ave. NW 
at 3:49 p.m. 

Drunken Driving. At 10:06 
p.m., officers made a DWI arrest in 
the 500 block of Truman Ave. SE. 

July 16
Shoplifting. Police responded to 

a shoplifting incident at 7:37 a.m. 
in the 300 block of Mineral Springs 
Rd. NE. 

Child Protection. Officer took 
a child protection report in the 600 
block of Florence Ave. NW at 10:19 
a.m. 

Theft. A vehicle was reported 
stolen from the 2200 block of Hartle 
Ave. SE at 11:24 a.m. 

Disturbance. At 9:17 p.m., po-
lice responded to a noise complaint 
in the 200 block of Broadway St. E. 
A citation was issued. 

Steele County Sheriff

July 10
Assault. Deputies responded to 

an assault in the 5300 block of 30th 
St. NW at 3:09 a.m. 

Warrant. At 9:53 a.m., deputy 
arrested a subject for an outstanding 
warrant in the 100 block of Wilson 
Dr. NW. 

July 12
Crash. Deputies assisted the MN 

State Patrol with a motor vehicle ac-
cident at 46th St. NW and Frontage 
Rd. W. at 1:54 p.m. 

July 13
Burglary. Deputies began an in-

vestigation of a burglary in the 3800 
block of 22nd Ave. SW at 1:01 p.m. 

July 14
Theft. A vehicle was reported 

stolen from the 300 block of 3rd St. 
SW at 6:51 p.m. 

July 15
Theft. Deputy took a theft report 

at 10 a.m. in the 5000 block of 60th 
St. NE. 

Fraud. At 9:11 p.m., a citizen 
reported being the victim of a fraud 
incident in the 1300 block of Hwy. 
30 W. 

July 16
Child Protection. Deputy took 

a child protection report in the 300 
block of Central Ave. W. at 7:38 
a.m. 

The following case was heard 
in Steele County District Court the 
week of July 6 with Judge Joseph A. 
Bueltel presiding: 

Milton E. Gustafson, 41, Farib-
ault, previously appeared and was 
convicted of felony possession of 
firearms. He was sentenced to $581, 
90 days in county jail, no alcohol 
or controlled substance use, do not 
enter liquor establishments, chemi-
cal dependency evaluation, main-
tain employment, no possession of 
firearms, 80 hours of community 
service and 10 years of supervised 
probation. 

The following misdemeanors and 
petty misdemeanors were heard in 
Steele County District Court the 
week of July 6 – 10: 

MN State Patrol
Rochester

William A. Bain, 51, Owatonna, 
seat belt, $106; Thomas P. Barclary, 
33, Sherman, TX, speeding, $381; 
Kerry C. Bittrich, 26, Owatonna, 
seat belt, $106; Kerry J. Brozyna, 
50, Ada, MI, speeding, $121; Chan-
tel L. Carson, 26, Austin, suspended 
license, $101; Dreaderick L. Cook, 
42, Albert Lea, seat belt, $106; Wil-
liam P. Darling, 23, Minneapolis, 
speeding, $121; Jacob P. Finnegan, 
20, Lonsdale, seat belt, $106; Jo-
vany L. Handy Sr., 27, Milwaukee, 
WI, speeding, $221; 

Steven L. Hedrick, 33, Indianola, 
IA, no insurance, $281; Isaiah N. 
Jibben, 27, Waseca, window tint 
violation, $131; Deomni S. Kyles, 
21, Milwaukee, WI, seat belt, $106; 
Adams N. Lamin, 28, Brooklyn 
Center, speeding, $121; Tracey A. 
Maiers, 46, Savage, speeding, $121; 
Rosheta R. Monegan, 29, Minne-
apolis, speeding, $141; Kendall M. 
Olson, 19, Lino Lakes, speeding, 
$121; Lisa J. Olszewski, 40, Welch, 
speeding, $141; 

Juren G. Raske, 35, Minneapolis, 
speeding, $121; Kathrine J. Roe, 
61, Leroy, speeding, $121; Derek 
A. Sathre, 27, Owatonna, seat belt, 
$106; Shirley M. Shanahan, 59, 
Preston, speeding, $121; Susan J. 
Siegle, 50, Grand Meadow, speed-
ing, $121; William L. Sill III, 56, 
Prior Lake, seat belt, $106; Anita M. 
Stephens, 27, Faribault, speeding, 
$121; Gordon A. Stout, 50, New 
Richland, speeding, $121; Leroy F. 
Taggart, 45, Medford, driving off 
pavement to pass, $131; 

Andreina Torres, 24, Owatonna, 
speeding, $141; Serfin E. Torres, 
37, Waseca, seat belt, $106; Taw T. 
Wah, 25, St. Paul, speeding and no 
insurance, $341; Curtis J. Weihe, 
47, Mankato, speeding, $131; Char-
lotte S. Wolfe, 88, Kiester, speeding, 
$121. 

Owatonna Police
Department

Issa A. Abdifatah, 25, Grand 
Forks, ND, seat belt, $106; Kolton 
D. Bellefy, 22, Owatonna, DWI, 
$406, attend MADD impact panel, 
chemical dependency evaluation 
and 1 year of supervised proba-

Steele County
Court news

Police blotter
Dodge County

tion; Cody L. Blaha, 17, Owatonna, 
speeding, $121; Rylee L. Burns, 20, 
Owatonna, seat belt, $106; Connor 
J. Chapple, 19, Owatonna, speed-
ing, $121; Richard W. Cheever, 
57, Robbinsdale, using a hand-held 
mobile telephone while driving a 
CMV, $131; Joseph M. Davis, 30, 
possession of Marijuana, $131; 

Sha Dunna T. Davis, 20, Owa-
tonna, disorderly conduct, $131, 
and 1 year of unsupervised proba-
tion; Bridget E. Dickie, 23, Waseca, 
expired tabs and display of registra-
tion stickers violation, $141; Perry 
J. Fitzgerald, 49, Goodhue, seat 
belt, $106; Merlen H. Gekeler, 74, 
Waseca, seat belt, $106; 

Ramiro Gonzalez, 50, Owatonna, 
no MN license, $181; Ernesto Guer-
rero, 22, Owatonna, seat belt, $106; 
Carlos A. Guevara Vargas, 37, Owa-
tonna, expired license, $181; Rich-
ard A. Harp, 34, St. Cloud, theft, 90 
days in county jail; 

Abdirisaq N. Hassan, 24, Owa-
tonna, seat belt, $106; Nathaniel 
T. Henderson, 28, Waseca, DWI, 
$981, 90 days in county jail, no al-
cohol or controlled substance use, 
do not enter liquor establishments, 
chemical dependency evaluation, 
and 3 years of supervised probation;

Jaime Hernandez, 30, Austin, use 
false information to identify self 
to police and DWI, $506, 1 day in 
county jail, chemical dependency 
evaluation, attend MADD impact 
panel and 1 year of supervised pro-
bation; Jonelle S. Hill, 34, Owa-
tonna, tumultuous conduct, $181; 
Michael A. Hortop, 60, Owatonna, 
DWI, $406, chemical dependency 
evaluation, attend MADD impact 
panel, and 1 year of supervised 
probation; Antonio M. Jandro, 19, 
Owatonna, revoked license, $281; 

Levi J. Kubista, 18, Owatonna, 
shoplifting, $131; Joseph D. Kuth, 
20, Dodge Center, seat belt, $106; 
Anna H. Lee, 57, Owatonna, speed-
ing, $121; Anthony R. Lee, 27, Van 
Buren, AK, shoplifting, $181; Gary 
C. Lee, 44, Dundas, DWI, $381, 30 
days in county jail, no alcohol or 
controlled substance use, do not en-
ter liquor establishments, chemical 
dependency evaluation, 224 hours 
of community service and 2 years 
of supervised probation; Sahara 
Leonard, 44, St. Paul, possession of 
Paraphernalia, $131; 

Cody B. Ness, 33, North Manka-
to, shoplifting, 90 days in county 
jail and $131; Tania A. Nicot, 44, 
Clarks Grove, shoplifting, $75, di-
version program and 1 year of un-
supervised monitoring; Richard J. 
Ogilvie, 18, Owatonna, stop sign, 
$131; Laura A. Ost, 30, Owatonna, 
revoked license, $281; Jimmy J. 
Padilla, 20, Owatonna, shoplifting, 
$75 diversion program and 1 year of 
unsupervised monitoring; Amanda 
C. Patterson, 35, Eagan, seat belt, 
$106; 

Jonathan L. Pogones, 24, Ellen-
dale, seat belt and no insurance, 
$306; Franklin D. Powell, 40, 
Owatonna, revoked license, $281; 
Duol L. Ret, 22, Owatonna, seat 
belt, $106; Raul A. Reyes-Xala, 44, 
Medford, suspended license, $281; 
Nicholas R. Richards, 26, Minne-
apolis, headlamps violation, $121; 
Anaira N. Rios-Flores, 20, Med-
ford, speeding, $121; 

Jarred S. Salisbury, 23, Austin, 
possession of counterfeit check, 
$131, no alcohol or controlled 
substance use, do not enter liquor 
establishments, and 1 year of super-
vised probation; Hillary R. Schnei-
der, 27, Owatonna, disorderly con-
duct, $181; Denis J. Shaner, 21, 
Medford, speeding, $131; Sara E. 
Shea-Matchey, 56, Owatonna, theft, 
$703.31 and 1 year of unsupervised 
monitoring; 

Kristina L. Tran, 39, St. Paul, 
speeding, $141; Zachary R. 
Wanous, 23, Owatonna, seat belt, 
$106; Jared K. Willette, 19, Clare-
mont, seat belt, $106; Timothy J. 
Williams, 25, Owatonna, seat belt, 
$106; Tyjuan L. Williams, 27, Owa-
tonna, fleeing peace officer, $131 
and 10 days in county jail; 

Donny Zapata, 36, Austin, DWI, 
$406, 90 days in county jail, no al-
cohol or controlled substance use, 
chemical dependency evaluation, 
do not enter liquor establishments, 
and 3 years of supervised probation; 
Timothy E. Zuchowski, 45, Owa-
tonna, seat belt, $106. 

Steele County
Sheriff’s Office

Jonathan S. Aase, 26, Owatonna, 
speeding, $141; Joshua D. Beyer, 
30, Waverly, IA, seat belt, $106; 
Marion A. Cords, 81, Mankato, 
speeding, $141; Sherry V. Cruse, 31, 

Brooklyn Center, invalid license, no 
child passenger restraint system and 
seat belt, $256; Stephanie R. Filan, 
37, Kilkenny, speeding, $141; 

Maria C. Garcia, 43, St. Paul, seat 
belt and no insurance, $306; Joel 
A. Gasner, 45, Waseca, speeding, 
$121; Eyasu E. Gebray, 26, Austin, 
speeding, $141; Syridio Habimana, 
26, Cedar Rapids, IA, speeding and 
no insurance, $321; 

Lindsay S. Hachfeld, 30, Owa-
tonna, DWI, $481, 30 days in 
county jail, no alcohol or controlled 
substance use, do not enter liquor 
establishments, 224 hours of com-
munity service, 30 days of electron-
ic alcohol home monitor and 2 years 
of supervised probation; 

Christopher J. Hassing, 25, Owa-
tonna, speeding, $141; Austin J. 
Haverkost, 25, Owatonna, speed-
ing, $141; Peter A. Hines, 34, Cla-
remont, speeding, $141; Trey C. 
Hoppe, 17, New Richland, seat belt, 
$106; Jason R. Johnson, 35, Made-
lia, speeding, $141; Emily J. Kahn-
ke, 25, Ellendale, speeding, $141; 

Kylie R. Kath, 19, Owatonna, 
speeding, $131; Teresa M. Ko-
slosky, 48, Medford, speeding, 
$121; Mitchell D. Mayer, 16, Owa-
tonna, speeding, $141; 

Jody L. McAdams, 46, Mantor-
ville, speeding, $221; Brittney J. 
Mead, 18, Ellendale, minor con-
sumption, $181; Thomas J. Parry, 
52, Northville, MI, speeding and no 
insurance, $341; Anicia Ramos, 31, 
Oxford, MS, speeding, $141; Betsy 
A. Ramsey, 25, Independence, AR, 
speeding, $141; 

Cory L. Rasmussen, 37, Hayfield, 
failure to signal for turn, $131; Neh 
Reh, 39, St. Paul, speeding, $141; 
Ezra J. Sam, 30, Tama, IA, speed-
ing, $121; Anais Sanchez, 21, Car-
rizo Springs, TX, speeding, $141; 
Maria A. Sanchez, 22, Austin, 
speeding, $141; Albert P. Schuster, 
74, Hartland, speeding, $121; 

Tyler M. Sorenson, 20, Owa-
tonna, expired tabs, $111; Marcia 
L. Steffen, 65, Waseca, driving 
through barricade, $121; Justin M. 
Stiernagle, 35, Burnsville, speed-
ing, $141; Berhane M. Tewelde, 
35, Omaha, NE, speeding, $141; 
Antonio G. Vielma Gonzalez, 20, 
Owatonna, speeding, $221; Sam 
J. Weikleenget, 27, Medford, seat 
belt, $106; Matthew D. Wiese, 38, 
Austin, speeding, $141; Travis A. 
Young, 21, Medford, speeding, 
$221. 

The Dodge County Sheriff’s Of-
fice handled 314 complaints for the 
week of July 8 – 15. Some of them 
include: 

July 8
Narcotics. Deputies received a 

report of a motorist driving all over 
the lane lines at U.S. Hwy. 14 and 
County Rd. 25 in Hayfield at 10:18 
a.m. They located the vehicle and 
arrested the motorist for narcotics. 

Burglary. At 10:42 a.m., depu-
ties began a burglary investigation 
in the 800 block of Hwy. St. W. in 
Dodge Center. 

Domestic. Deputies responded to 
a domestic assault where a male had 
assaulted a female at 2nd St. SW 
and 2nd Ave. SW in Dodge Center 
at 12:54 p.m. One subject was trans-
ported to the Steele County Jail. 

Medical. At 10:12 p.m., a 
13-year-old female accidentally in-
haled Raid after she tried spraying it 
on a spider in the 800 block of Air-
port Dr. N. in Dodge Center. Depu-
ties, Dodge Center Fire and Dodge 
Center Ambulance responded and 
she was transported to the hospital. 

July 9
Narcotics. Deputies received a 

walk-up complaint of narcotics use 

in the 800 block of Chestnut St. in 
Mantorville at 5:07 p.m. They ar-
rested a subject for controlled sub-
stance and transported him to De-
tox. 

July 10
Juvenile. At 11:50 a.m., depu-

ties received a juvenile complaint 
that a 2-year-old boy was alone in a 
Claremont bank in the 200 block of 
Front St. W. 

Parking. A Hayfield citizen re-
ported at 12:32 p.m. that a vehicle 
was parked in the 100 block of 
Main St. W. and had not moved for 
three months. 

Search Warrant. Deputies as-
sisted the Rochester Police Depart-
ment with a search warrant in the 
400 block of Center Ave. S. in Hay-
field at 1:55 p.m. 

Domestic. Deputies responded 
to a domestic disturbance between 
a young couple in the 100 block of 
6th Ave. SE in Hayfield at 4:35 p.m. 

July 13
Suspicion. At 3:31 p.m., deputies 

received a suspicious activity report 
that a male subject was walking 
about the 4-H judging area at the 
Dodge County Fairgrounds and was 
making people uncomfortable. 

Fire. A turbine fire occurred in 
the 65700 block of State Hwy. 56 in 
Dodge Center at 4:45 p.m. 

July 15
Carbon Monoxide. At 1:17 a.m., 

deputies responded to a carbon 
monoxide alarm in the 10000 block 
of 650th St. in Claremont. 

Lost Pigs. A Kasson resident re-
ported at 8:57 a.m. that he lost two 
full grown pigs in the 27200 block 
of 682nd St. 

Sex Offense. Deputies received 
information regarding a sex offense 
in Dodge Center at 10:18 a.m. 

Robbery charges in foiled drug sale

Blotter Spotlight:
Suspicious Activity. On July 14, deputies received a report of a male subject sleeping in a laundry mat 

in the 100 block of 1st St. NW in Dodge Center at 10:07 a.m. 

PUBLIC SAFETY
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  Disclosing active warrants promotes

 public safety and aids in the identifi cation & 

apprehension of those individuals wanted on a warrant.

     ACTIVE    
    WARRANTS

The following individuals as they have active warrants in Steele County.
The sheriff makes this information available as a public service.

Paul Wechtuor – stalking - $3,000 bail
Eric Weiser – theft by check - $3,000 bail
Jeremy Werchowski – DWI – no bail
Jimmy Wermter – cancelled license – no bail
Charles West – theft - $20,000 bail
Derek West – false name - $1,000 bail
Daniel White – registration violation - $500 bail
Nyakuma Wiitour – no MN license - $500 bail
Danny Wiles – DWI - $12,000 bail

Bernice Williams – driving without license - $1,000 bail
Deangelo Williams – suspended license - $500 bail
Kelly Williams – theft - $500 bail
Rudolph Williams – invalid license - $500 bail
Theodore Wilson – DWI, no MN license - $3,000 bail
Darryl Winford – DWI - $750 bail
William Winters – violation of conditions of release 
–    no bail
Joshua Witte – theft - $500 bail

     Troy Wohlers – no insurance - $500 bail
Jennifer Wood – use other license - $500 bail
Terry Yanzer – DWI – no bail 

Dodge County
Court news

The following cases were 
heard in Dodge County District 
Court the week of July 6 with 
Judge Jodi L. Williamson pre-
siding: 

Phillip E. Bartlett, 47, Olm-
sted County Adult Detention 
Center, previously appeared and 
was convicted of felony posses-
sion of Marijuana. He was sen-
tenced to $205, and 21 months 
in St. Cloud State Prison. 

Jacob J. Bigelow, 20, Kasson, 
previously appeared and was 
convicted of felony theft. Big-
elow was sentenced to $1,155, 
no possession of firearms, no 
alcohol or controlled substance 
use, do not enter liquor estab-
lishments, chemical assessment, 
chemical dependency treatment, 
100 hours of community service 
and 5 years of supervised proba-
tion. 

Matthew R. Clock, 29, By-
ron, previously appeared and 
was convicted of felony assault 
and misdemeanors violation of 
domestic abuse no contact or-

der and violation of order for 
protection. The defendant was 
sentenced to $1,080, 50 days in 
county jail, do not enter liquor 
establishments, no possession 
of firearms, no contact with vic-
tim, domestic abuse evaluation, 
domestic no contact order, 100 
hours of community service and 
5 years of supervised probation. 

The following misdemeanors 
and petty misdemeanors were 
heard in Dodge County District 
Court the week of July 6 – 13: 

Jon D. Brown, 42, Rochester, 
cancelled license and no insur-
ance, $175, and 2 years of su-
pervised probation; Matthew J. 
Determan, 16, Kasson, speed-
ing, $140; Andrew J. Ebert, 
27, Brooklyn Park, revoked li-
cense, $280; Sierra L. Finne, 20, 
Dodge Center, minor consump-
tion, $180; Ler H. Gay, 18, Des 
Moines, IA, speeding, $220; 
Lane M. Hall, 52, Hayfield, do-
mestic assault, $125 and 1 year 
of supervised probation;

 Jordan C. Harland, 24, Aus-
tin, speeding, $140; David C. 
Hintz, 37, Rochester, speeding, 
$220; Leah L. Johnston, 33, 
Dodge Center, careless driv-
ing, $280; Samuel R. Judy, 22, 
Kasson, DWI, $505, chemical 
assessment and 1 year of super-
vised probation; 

Jacqueline R. Klapperick, 53, 
Rose Creek, careless driving 
and keep to the right violation, 
$230; Eric A. Ladin, 23, Roch-
ester, speeding, $220; Markus 
E. Madery, 57, Kasson, criminal 
vehicular operation, $980, 45 
days in county jail, no alcohol 
or controlled substance use, do 
not enter liquor establishments, 
chemical dependency evalua-
tion, 90 hours of community ser-
vice and 2 years of supervised 
probation; 

Dynae L. Monahan, 46, Hay-
field, speeding, $220; Betty J. 
Mullenbach, 43, Lyle, speed-
ing, $380; Logan J. Onken, 23, 
Dodge Center, domestic assault, 
10 days in county jail, domestic 
abuse evaluation, chemical de-
pendency evaluation and 1 year 
of supervised probation;

 Ryan M. Rust, 22, Dodge 
Center, disorderly conduct, 
$255, chemical assessment and 
1 year of probation; Michael 
M. Thompson, 20, Roches-
ter, speeding, $130; Heather I. 
Timm, 19, Kasson, minor con-
sumption, $180; 

Jenny L. Twaddle, 28, Kasson, 
speeding, $130; Tina M. Vietor, 
36, Austin, disorderly conduct, 
$255, 3 days in county jail, do-
mestic abuse evaluation, chemi-
cal dependency evaluation, do 
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Bar/Off-sale
Entrance available off of 
Main Street and the back 
doors. Customer parking 

availble in our North 
 parking lot.

507-583-7557
340 E. Main St.

J&H Liquors
340 E. Main • Blooming Prairie • 583-7557

“CHALLENGE FOR A CAUSE” 

* * * GAMESHOW * * * 
March 1st, 2nd and 8th 

And March 9th is the Grand Finale!
Local organizations compete for a donation.

Bar Bingo: Mondays at 6:30 PM

Henefield Law 
Office, LLC

We will be open, please use 
front entrance as long as 

possible, back will be open.

507-583-6663  
415 E. Main St.

Please use front entrance as 
long as possible, back will be 

open.

507-583-2200
308 E. Main St.

Sue Zwiener
308 E. Main Street
Blooming Prairie

507-583-2200

Please use front entrance as long 
as possible, back will be open  

50% off Backroom of bargains. 
Will be open all summer.

507-583-7637
330 E. Main St.

A
 T

OUCH of CHARM

Flowers Gifts

We will be open. 
Please use side entrance.

507-583-6604
402 E. Main St.

We will be open.

800-248-3855 
500 Minimizer Way SE

800-248-3855
www.minimizer.com

Blooming Prairie

Use front entrance as long 
as possible, the back  

will be open.
507-583-2276 

322 E. Main St.

During construction 30% 
off if you use the front door 
Please use front entrance as 

long as possible.

507-583-7001
341 E. Main St

Some exclusions

Please use front door. The 
back entrance will  

also be open.

507-583-4469
323 E. Main St.

Please use front door.  
The back entrance will  

also be open.

507-583-7294
421 E. Main St.

Our drive up 
will remain 
open during 

the entire road 
construction.

507-583-6688
245 E. Main St.

We will be open.

507-583-6691
348 E. Main St.

Our livelihood depends on your patronage!
  This message sponsored by these Main St. businesses:

MAIN STREET MAY BE CLOSED,  
BUT BUSINESSES ARE STILL OPEN!

Road construction has started in downtown Blooming Prairie. Main Street businesses want you to know 
that they are open for business as usual despite the construction.

Please don’t forget us during construction over the next few months!

We’re open.
Please use clinic entrance, 

follow the signs

507-583-4431 
411 East Main St.

Please continue to support 
our local businesses during 

the construction.

507-583-7573 
138 Hwy Ave S

Blooming Prairie  
Chamber of Commerce

Always local, all the time.
TSteele County 

imes
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not enter liquor establishments, 
chemical assessment and 1 
year of supervised probation; 
Mark T. Wilcox, 49, Mantor-
ville, speeding, $220; Lauren 
C. Zimmerer, 25, Rochester, 
speeding, $140. 

Kasson Police
Department

Barbara A. Anderson, 59, 
Dodge Center, seat belt, $105; 
Lance P. Coburn, 30, Whitehall, 
WI, domestic assault, 1 year in 
county jail; Isaiah A. Pierce, 18, 
Hayfield, seat belt, $105; Mark 
E. Rappe, 51, Kasson, DWI, 
$480, do not enter liquor estab-
lishments, no alcohol or con-
trolled substance use, 40 hours 
of community service and 1 
year of supervised probation;

Jeremy L. Reese, 38, Wilder, 
revoked license, $280; Jacob 
C. Severson, 25, Hayfield, seat 
belt, $105; Camille R. Snyder, 
18, Kasson, speeding, $130; 
Phillip J. Suess, 64, Grand 
Meadow, seat belt, $105; An-
dria J. Weatherstone, 44, Kas-
son, seat belt, $105; Jeremy S. 
Zieman, 22, Byron, possession 
of Marijuana and Parapherna-
lia, $180; Carl L. Zimmerman, 
73, Kasson, seat belt, $105. 

MN State Patrol
Rochester

Scott M. Archer, 40, Bloom-

ing Prairie, invalid license, $180; 
Kelsie L. Gansen, 23, Kasson, 
speeding, $120; Michelle M. 
Krell, 45, Blooming Prairie, 
speeding, $130; Val P. Miller, 
37, LeSueur, brakes violation 
and speeding, $180; Michael D. 
O’Brien, 38, West Concord, seat 
belt, $105; Jeremy J. Reller, 23, 
Otisco, speeding, $140; Mason 
P. Stuhldreher, 28, Rochester, 
revoked license, driving motor-
cycle without endorsement and 
no insurance, $530. 

West Concord
Police Department

Shelby N. Herold, 19, West 
Concord, possession of Mari-
juana and Paraphernalia, $180; 
Brett R. Hvitved, 43, West Con-
cord, domestic assault, $380, no 
alcohol or controlled substance 
use, domestic abuse evaluation 
and 1 year of supervised pro-
bation; Grant N. Leverson, 20, 
Elysian, possession of Parapher-
nalia and speeding, $170; Laza-
ro S. Pinales, 51, Dodge Center, 
speeding, $130

Owatonna Police
Douglas Patrick Trom, 58, 

arrested at 8:55 a.m. July 11, 

Steele Arrests

violation of order for protection, 
held for court. 

Kyle Evan Bos, 30, arrested 
at 3:28 a.m. July 12, disorderly 
conduct, held for court. 

Cedric James Elusmond, 19, 
arrested at 11:32 p.m. July 13, 
warrant arrest, body only. 

Isaiah Deondre Brownlee, 24, 
arrested at 12:39 a.m. July 14, 
fleeing on foot, held for court. 

Adam John Techau, 30, ar-
rested at 9:13 a.m. July 15, no 
insurance and assault warrants 
arrest, $500 bail. 

Sunday Paul Puot, 19, arrested 
at 4:01 p.m. July 15, felony pro-
bation violation, held for court. 

Yusuf Odowa Ali, 20, arrested 
at 11:15 a.m. July 16, felony 
robbery, theft and minor con-
sumption, held for court. 

Steele County Sheriff
Carlos Alfredo Sosa-Venegas, 

18, arrested at 4:32 a.m. July 10, 
felony attempted murder, held 
for court. 

Joseph Wayne Hendrickson, 
29, arrested at 6:12 p.m. July 10, 
warrant arrest, $1,000 bail. 

Domach Chol Gatluak, 30, ar-
rested at 1:30 p.m. July 14, vio-
lation of conditions of release, 
held for court. 

Joshua Douglas Watkins, 28, 
arrested at 3:39 p.m. July 14, 
warrant arrest, body only. 

Owatonna Fire

July 10
Equipment Fire. At 2:03 

p.m., fire fighters responded to 
an off-road vehicle or heavy 
equipment fire in the 1300 block 
of 26th St. NE. 

July 14
Crash. Fire rescue responded 

to a motor vehicle accident with 
injuries on Hwy. 14 W. at 7:04 
p.m. 

July 15
Smoke. At 12:37 a.m., an 

odor of smoke occurred in the 
100 block of 32nd Ave. NW. 

Question:  I was wondering if 
it is illegal to have the ball hitch 
in the receiver of my truck if I 
am not pulling any trailers at that 
time?  Also is it illegal to have 
more than one ball on my bum-
per?

Answer:  No, it is not illegal 
to have a ball hitch in the re-
ceiver of a truck when not pull-
ing a trailer.  It is not illegal to 
have more than one ball hitch 
on the bumper.  With that be-
ing said though, you need to be 
aware that multiple ball hitches 
on the bumper could obstruct 
the rear license plate.  Accord-
ing to Minnesota State Statute 
169.79 Subd. 7 “All plates must 
be (1) securely fastened so as to 
prevent them from swinging, (2) 
displayed horizontally with the 
identifying numbers and letters 
facing outward from the vehicle, 
and (3) mounted in the upright 
position. The person driving 
the motor vehicle shall keep the 
plate legible and unobstructed 
and free from grease, dust, or 
other blurring material so that 
the lettering is plainly visible at 
all times. It is unlawful to cover 
any assigned letters and num-
bers or the name of the state of 
origin of a license plate with any 
material whatever, including any 
clear or colorless material that 

affects the plate’s visibility or 
reflectivity.”  

The ball hitch needs to be a 
device approved by the Com-
missioner of Public Safety.  The 
ball hitch must be of sufficient 
strength to control a trailer.  A 
ball hitch attached to the re-
ceiver can have the receiver de-
tached and removed when not in 
use, especially if it is causing an 
obstruction.  

If you have any questions 
concerning traffic related laws 

or issues in Minnesota send 
your questions to Sgt. Troy 
Christianson – Minnesota 

State Patrol at 2900 48th Street 
NW, Rochester MN 55901-

5848.  (Or reach him at, Troy.
Christianson@state.mn.us) 

Twitter:   MSPPIO_SOUTH

Ask a Trooper: 
Trailers and ball hitches 

ASK A
TROOPER

Troy Christianson
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Commuting stress: 5 ways to enjoy a more 
relaxing daily commute

Food Manufacturing/ Manufacturing/Administrative  
Several positions open in  

Austin, Hayfield, and Albert Lea

• Production
• Assemblers

• Welders

• Account Manager
• Processing Supervisor

• Clerical Processors

• Food Manufacturing
• Sanitation 

• Cooks
... and a desire to have a steady income!

Full time 40 hours per week and part time hours are  
available. Positions open on all shifts - 8 hour shifts  

and 12 hour shifts available.

Awesome New Higher Wages/Competitive Wages

Stop in at Spherion Staffing
11th Ave NE, Austin • 507-355-2350

Apply at www.spherion.com/jobs

SECOND SHIFT POSITIONS
NOW AVAILABLE

Of all the things that cause 
us stress and anxiety -- a heavy 
workload, financial woes and a 
cluttered home, to name a few -- 
commuting to work is one of the 
most universally loathed. And 
it’s not just an unpleasant ex-
perience: Long commutes have 
been linked to a number of nega-
tive health outcomes, including 
high stress levels, poor sleep, 
unhealthy weight, and even a 
shorter life. A 2011 Swedish 
study also found that couples 
where one partner commutes 
for at least 45 to work each day 
have a 40 percent higher chance 
of getting divorced.

“Commuting is ... a mundane 
task about as pleasurable as as-
sembling flat-pack furniture or 
getting your license renewed, 
and you have to do it every 
day,” Annie Lowrey wrote in a 
Slate article, “Your Commute Is 
Killing You,” after the Swedish 
study was published. “If you are 
commuting, you are not spend-
ing quality time with your loved 
ones. You are not exercising, 
doing challenging work, having 
sex, petting your dog, or playing 
with your kids (or your Wii).”

But your commute doesn’t 
have to be the bane of your 
existence -- this time slot when 
you’re free to not do anything 
(except get yourself from point 
A to point B) can actually be 
one of the most relaxing parts 
of your day. Reframing the way 
you view the trip and trying 
some healthy tips can turn your 
commute from a twice-daily 
source of stress into a peaceful 

time to yourself between the 
demands of work and home. 
Scroll through the list below 
for six ways to de-stress (and 
maybe even enjoy) your 
commute.
1. Take control over your 
commuting decisions.

Thinking about a situation 
differently can help reduce 
stress in many many 
circumstances, whether at 
work or while commuting. 
You can feel a greater sense 
of control over your commute 
and minimize anxiety by 
simply reminding yourself 
that the length of the trip is the 
product of your own decisions 
about where you live and 
work, according to Dr. Frank 
Ghinassi, associate professor of 
psychiatry at the University of 
Pittsburgh.

“The attribution is that it’s 
the traffic that’s making us 
anxious,” Ghinassi tells The 
Huffington Post. “But the 
control over whether we’re 
going to be engaged in traffic is 
really ours. We’ve made lots of 
decisions ... over things that we 
can control, and the tradeoff is 
exposing ourselves to traffic.”

If you’ve considered the other 
alternatives to your current 
commute (Would it be possible 
to bike to work, or carpool with 
a colleague?) and settled on 
a daily routine, keep in mind 
that this is your own choice 
-- and remember all the other 
benefits of those choices, like a 
comfortable home or a job you 

enjoy.
2. Find enjoyable activities 
to pass the time.

A daily commute can be a 
peaceful “hammock” of time 
between other obligations, 
says Ghinassi -- but only if 
we choose to see it that way. 
Whether your commute is 
stressful or relaxing is entirely 
dependent on the conceptions 
and thoughts you have about 
how you’re going to use that 
time.

“Once you’re in traffic, it can 
be perceived as a horrible, time-
wasting event,” says Ghinassi. 
“Some people see it the way I 
just described, and others see 
it as a perfect time to spend 
time on the phone (hands-free, 
hopefully) talking to loved 
ones, listening to books on tape. 
People who commute in trains 
often use that time to catch up 
on sleep or a favorite novel. 
Others see it as an oasis of time 
when work isn’t bothering them 
and they haven’t yet gotten re-
immersed in home activities.”
3. De-stress with a 
“Sounds and Thoughts 
Meditation.”

Whether it’s the whiz of the 
freeway or strangers talking 
near you on the subway, the 
noisy distractions of your 
commute can easily add 
to your anxiety levels. But 
consciously paying attention 
to these noises can rob them 
of their power, according to 
Dr. Danny Penman, author of 
Mindfulness: Finding Peace In 
A Frantic World.

On your next morning 
bus or train ride to work, 
try Penman’s “Sounds and 
Thoughts Meditation.” (Click 
here for full instructions and 
a downloadable audio guide.) 
The meditation can help lower 

stress levels by silencing 
the mind and focusing your 
attention on the thoughts in 
your mind and sounds around 
you, without judging or trying 
to “fix” them. Or, if you’re 
driving, simply focus on the 
road while taking note of 
the sounds around you and 
observing the thoughts arising 
in your mind.
4. Unplug.

Many of us spend the 
majority of our waking lives 
plugged into technology -- and 
it could be raising our stress 
levels and negatively affecting 
our health. Spending some 
time tech-free can benefit our 
mental and physical health, and 
it might make your commute 
more pleasant.

Your commute may be the 
one part of the business day 
when you can disconnect. 
Whether you’re driving in your 
car or sitting on the subway, 
take advantage of that daily 

opportunity to unplug and 
recharge. Instead of checking 
your email and Twitter, texting 
friends, or making work calls, 
try powering down your phone 
until you get home or to the 
office. Once it becomes a habit, 
you may actually come to look 
forward to this tech-free time to 
read, meditate, reflect, or just be 
mindful.
5. Use your commute as 
an opportunity to be more 
mindful.

It can be easy to get stuck 
in a loop of negative emotions 
during a long commute when 
you might be feeling impatient 
about waiting in traffic, or 
worried about things going on 

at work. But your commute is 
actually a perfect chunk of time 
to gently bring your awareness 
to thoughts and feelings, 
without judgment -- or in other 
words, to practice mindfulness.

As the meditation experts at 
mindfulness app Headspace 
recommend, try “Being mindful 
of your environment and the 
tendency to resist it; being 
mindful of the emotions as 
they rise and fall, come and 
go ... mindful of wanting to be 
somewhere else, of wishing 
time away; and mindful of 
wanting to scream out loud or 
put your foot down in the car.”

http://www.huffingtonpost.

NOW HIRING
                30 Order Processors for

*Must be proficient in Microsoft Word and Excel
*Overtime Required

 

www.expresspros.com/owatonnamn

Apply now at

812 South Elm St. • Owatonna
www.expresspros.com/ 

owatonnamn

507-455-3002

Immediate 
Opening

for a  
Receptionist/
Administrative 

Support Specialist
Responsibilities Include: 
Providing agency-wide 

reception and front office 
and administrative support
Previous experience necessary

1x4
6.23.15

NOW HIRING!

Zumbro River Brand manufactures 
food ingredients such as cereals, 

snacks and powdered drink mixes.

Masterson Staffing
Solutions is hiring 

Machine Operators
on all shifts at 

Zumbro River Brand
in Albert Lea

• Competitive Pay Rates
• On the Job Training
• Flexible Work Schedule
• Health, Dental & Life Insurance
• Paid Holidays
• PTO (Paid Time Off)
•  Free Well@Work Clinic for  

employees and their families
• 401k with company match
Come to Masterson Staffing Solutions 

to fill out an application at  
2324 Hendrickson Rd, Albert Lea or 

1906 8th St NW, Austin
Monday - Friday 9 am-3 pm

507-373-1054
Please bring your hiring  

documents with you

Experience in food production 
preferred but not required

2x4
6.23.15

Masterson Staffing Solutions
has several positions available in Austin and  

Albert Lea! We are currently hiring for:
General Labor  |  Machine Operators

Warehouse  |  Cooks
Sanitation  |  Maintenance

Competitive Pay  •  Benefits include: 
Heath, Dental, Vacation,  

and Holiday Pay

Now Hiring!

Stop in and apply today!
Office hours are Monday - Friday 8 am-5 pm

Austin Location:
1906 8th St NW   |   507-433-0017

Albert Lea Location:
2324 Hendrickson Road   |   507-373-1054

Third Shift 
Sanitation

$11.35/hr

Openings on 1st & 2nd 
shift for:

General Labor
Machine Operators

Cooks
Warehouse

Maintenance
Come to Masterson Staffing Solutions 

to fill out an application at  
2324 Hendrickson Rd, Albert Lea or 

1906 8th St NW, Austin
Monday - Friday 9 am-3 pm

507-373-1054 AL • 507-433-0017 AU
Please bring your hiring  

documents with you

1x4
6.23.15
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Orthodontic Specialist   Building Healthy Smiles
New Patients Welcome • Free Consultations
Dr. Deborah J. Lien, DDS, MBS

132 2nd Ave. NE
Blooming Prairie, MN

507-583-6613
Cell: 507-456-5646

“Where the Individual and 

Dentistry for the entire family
Jeffrey A. Schwert DDS

507-583-6613
132 2nd Ave. NE

Blooming Prairie 
Bus Company

    

  “Safety First!
 Be on Time!”

Mike’s
Ag & Truck Tire
REPAIR

870 32 Ave. NW, Owatonna
Emergency or on the farm repair

507-455-0388
(After hours 507-455-0483)

Sorenson’sSorenson’s 
Appliances & TV

Geneva, Mn
507-256-7258

GE, Frigidaire, Direct Tv, Danby, Crosley, Broan, 
Jenn-Air, KitchenAid, Maytag, Panasonic, RCA, 

Samsung, Toshiba, Whirlpool

3824 S.W. 93 rd St.
Hope, MN 56046
507-451-4724

A healthy products company

495 West N. ST.
Owatonna

507-451-7220

LARGE SELECTIONS
LOW PRICES

507-583-2046
218 Hwy N. ≈ Blooming Prairie

14 Times Presidents Award Winner

KREJCI
Your Service Minded Dealer

CREAMERY
TRY HOPE 

BUTTER FOR 
YOUR BAKING!
507-684-2019

Hope

220 3rd St. NW u Blooming Prairie, MN
507-583-4434 u fax 507-583-2401

“Quality Care with a Small Town Touch”

High-Speed Internet • Telephone
TV • Data Security

Visit our Frontier Retail Center  
for great service and offers

420 First Street SE
Blooming Prairie, MN 55917

507.583.2551  •  www.Frontier.com
237 Hwy Ave. S • Blooming Prairie 583-6671

Sponsored by these following area businesses:

You Are Looking at 
a Revolution In...

 Water Conditioners

Sales • Service • Rentals • Leasing

Garlick’s Water Conditioning
507-526-3616 or Toll Free 1-800-722-1282

www.garlickswater.com

Call today!
Authorized Independent Kinetico Dealer

656 3rd St. NE • Blooming Prairie, MN
Robert Salinas

Family-Owned
507-583-6620

Minimizer.com • 800-248-3855 • Blooming Prairie

800-248-3855
www.minimizer.com

Blooming Prairie

Sponsored by the following businesses

Surviving Family 

A road trip with small children may seem like a nightmare in the making, but many of the best 
family vacations take place on the open road. With the right planning, you and your children can 
enjoy the wonders of the highway, back road or whatever other path you choose.

with kids

Here are some helpful tips for making the most of your time on the road.

Make a Plan
It may sound exciting to jump in the car and just drive, but that doesn’t work when little children 

are involved. Once you know where you are going, take some time to map out your route, with your 
children’s help. Think about where you can stop along the way. Try to break up the trip into two- to 
three-hour chunks to keep kids (and adults) engaged and happy.

“During your trip, give your children a map so they can see where you are and how far you have 
until you reach your destination. This will help with the ‘Are we there yet?’ question,” says Jennifer 
Ryan, manager of AAA State Relations. Then let your children take turns as the navigator. Each 
child can have a turn picking the next stop.

Make the Most of Your Stops 
“Plan to stop at a neighborhood park or someplace where the kids can run and blow off steam at 

least once every two to three hours,” says Mark Sedenquist, editor of Road Trip America, a website 
that provides a list of fun places to stop along every major interstate. You can also build your 
stops—and overall journey—around a certain theme, such as animals, the 50 states or geography 
in general. “Stop at places and pick up a sticker or something small and then scrapbook as you go,” 
says Sheri Wallace, editor of the Road Trips for Families website. “It unifies everyone and instead of 
focusing on the getting there, you focus on the now.” 

Be Realistic About Distance
Although you may be able to stand 10 hours in the car, your child most likely cannot. Sedenquist 

believes that children shouldn’t have to spend more than seven hours in a car per day. “This works 
out to be about 375 miles traveled in a given day, with potty breaks, food breaks, kid breaks and so 
on,” he says. If you start out on your first road trip asking too much of your children, it will be hard 
to get them excited for the next one. “Drive and enjoy the journey, especially in the beginning,” 
Wallace says. “Don’t make your first road trip a 2,000-mile journey. Make it a 500-mile week-long 
adventure.”

Time Your Trip
You know your family’s schedule better than anyone else, so make a trip that works around 

naptimes and cranky periods. That could mean leaving at the crack of dawn or just after dinner. 
Some parents may like to drive at night and let the children sleep, but you need to be careful not 
to drive while sleepy. AAA recommends driving during the day so you get the most daylight. Just 
avoid driving under a rising or setting sun, because it decreases visibility.

Bring Reinforcements 
“Keep children interested and involved in your road trip with a ready selection of cards, 

maps, family games, sing-along CDs and activity books—especially ones with references to 
your destination. This will help keep them occupied and create more interaction among family 
members,” Ryan says. Road Trip America suggests packing those goodies in a fabric lunch bag, or 
“car kit,” for each child. Just leave room to add little surprises along the way. Each morning your 
child will be excited to find out what the car kit holds.

Look Outside
As easy as it is to throw a movie into the built-in or portable player, remember that children can 

entertain themselves and will get more out of the trip if they have a reason to check out the scenery. 
Encourage your kids to search for certain license plates, animals, road signs or something from your 
trip’s theme. Younger children can look for pictures or colors.

A great alternative to DVDs are audio books. If you want to shut off all technology, take this time 
to tell stories about your family history or teach your children songs from your childhood.

Don’t Forget the Food
Whether you want to bring your food or stop at restaurants along the way, make sure your 

children have plenty of food and water. If you want to avoid a fast-food drive-thru, pack 
sandwiches, snacks and drinks in a cooler. If you eat while you drive, you’ll save time for stretching 
your legs and enjoying the scenery at your pit stops. Mix up your eating experiences by finding a 
local spot that appeals to children.

Handling Traffic 
You can plan when you leave and which route you take, but you can’t do anything about an 

unexpected traffic jam. To keep up to date on the traffic ahead, consider investing in a CB radio, 
Sedenquist suggests. Just think how much fun your child will have learning the lingo and listening 
in to other travelers discussing what’s ahead.

Slow Down
A family road trip is not necessarily about “making good time.” Even if you want to get there as 

fast as your tires will take you, you don’t want to miss the opportunity for family fun. “On a road 
trip, two things need to happen: slow down and apply more time towards enjoyment, and/or cut 
back the scale of the trip so more time is available,” Sedenquist says.

http://www.pbs.org/parents/summer/surviving-family-road-trips/



By ALAN VAN ORMER
Managing Editor

Educational experience was 
key in the hiring of Dr. Dale 
Carlson as the interim school 
superintendent for the New 
Richland-Hartland-Ellendale-
Geneva School District.

“He seems to be passion-
ate about education,” NRHEG 
School Board president Rick 
Schultz said. “He came across 
as a calm, effective leader.”

Carlson was one of seven ap-
plicants to replace Dr. Dennis 
Goodwin who took a position in 
Arizona on July 1. The school 
board interviewed the top two 
candidates and chose Carlson. 

He started on July 13.
“We were extremely im-

pressed with the ones we didn’t 
interview,” Schultz said. “It was 
a good pool of candidates. We 
were relieved.”

The last seven years Carlson 
has been school superintendent 
for the Holmen School District 
in Wisconsin, 10 miles north of 
LaCrosse. “We are excited about 
his career in education,” Schultz 
said.

Although the interim posi-
tions is for one year, Carlson 
said he will do whatever he can 
to help move NRHEG forward 
in student and learning achieve-
ment. “To do that, in so many 
ways it begins with the staff. 
That is key,” he said. “They are 
doing great things in the area 
of professional development 
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Living
FAIR TALK

Todd Hale

Follow 
along 
program

There is so much delight 
in new born babies.  We are 
amazed by how fast they grow 
and develop.  

It seems like they are learning 
something new every day.  Did 
you know that there are certain 
milestones a baby must reach 
every two to four months?  

For example, a child should 
be cooing by two months 
or sitting up by six months.  
Sometimes it is hard to know if 
our child is actually doing what 
they are supposed to especially 
when we compare ours kids to 
others.  

Because kids develop at dif-
ferent rates, it is hard to know if 
our kids are on track.  One way 
to know for sure is to sign up 
for the Follow Along Program 
(FAP) at Steele County Public 
Health.  

The FAP is a great way to 
learn about your child and 
follow their health and develop-
ment through questionnaires 
that are sent to you every few 
months.  

You fill them out and send 
them back to us.  We score the 
questionnaires and tell you the 
results.  

If there are concerns, some-
one will get in touch with you 
and together plan what to do 
next.  Some options include a 
direct referral to the school dis-
trict’s early childhood services 
to get the child evaluated.  It 
could be a medical referral.  
Or, it just could be that your 
child couldn’t do some of the 
skills the day you filled out the 
form but after several weeks 
your child is now doing them, 
for instance, like walking up 
and down stairs or kicking a 
ball, and there is no longer any 
concern.  

Many parents will shy away 
from this type of program 
because it may put the parent 
in a “bad light” if their child is 
not developing where he/she 
should be.  

None of us want to hear that 
our child is behind, but as hard 
as it is to hear, it is better if you 
find out while they are toddlers 
and young enough to “catch up” 
in development then waiting 
for school and trying to “catch 
them up” as a kindergartener 
or older child to which they are 
being singled out from their 
peers, and plain and simple, it 
is harder to catch them up as 
the child gets older which gives 
them a bad attitude about learn-
ing and school.  Make it easier 
for everyone and get help right 
away.  

The questionnaires used are 
the ASQ3 and the ASQ-SE 
which are evidenced based tools 
that give a snapshot on how 
your child is doing at that time.   

All children who get screened 
for kindergarten will fill out 
the appropriate age form of 
the ASQ-SE too.  Some doctor 
offices will use these forms as 
well because it is an accurate 
picture of where that child is at 
in development and what areas 
the parent can work on with the 
child.  

The FAP offers a lot of 
information to help parents 
sort through and process their 
child’s development and we are 
here to answer questions and 
to be helpful in any way we 

STEELE TALKIN’
Continued on 5C

Battling mental health with legislative funding
By ALAN VAN ORMER

Managing Editor

Things are looking up for 
those who are battling mental 
health issues. And the reason 
they are looking up is the Min-
nesota State Legislature has ad-
dressed some key areas dealing 
with people who battle these is-
sues.

South Central Human Rela-
tions Center Executive Direc-
tor Carolyn Wheeler said in 
mental health, there are issues 
that occur along a life span of 
somebody experiencing mental 
health difficulty. “When we look 

where the energies should be 
placed, it can be difficult to not 
want to look at all areas,” she 
said. “What was good about this 
year’s legislature was that fund-
ing went to multiple areas along 
that service continuum.”

Located in Owatonna, the 
South Central Human Relations 
Center is dedicated to being a 
mental health resource for indi-
viduals, couples and families in 
Dodge, Steele and Waseca coun-
ties.

One of the most impactful 
areas dealt with mental health 
services payment structure re-
view. This is important because 

whatever the services that oc-
cur to help people, sustainabil-
ity is mandatory and essential, 
Wheeler said. “Historically, 
services that are available for 
those most in need have been 
underfunded,” Wheeler stated. 
“Our association (MACMHP) 
identified mental health services 
payment structure as a very im-
portant legislative area to sup-
port. That went through. What is 
going to happen is the payment 
rates for a variety of services for 
our most ill individuals are go-
ing to be studied.”

Minnesota Association of 
Community Mental Health pro-

grams Executive Director Claire 
Wilson said the rate study are 
critical for providers around the 
state. “Currently, we have some 
of the lowest rates across the 
board for any services,” she stat-
ed. “We are dealing with a really 
complex individual. It is impor-
tant for them to be reimbursed 
for the cost of their services. 
The level at which providers 
receive funding doesn’t reflect 
the complexity of services being 
offered. There is a lot of extra 
work that goes into patients that 
isn’t reflected in rates.”

An estimated $5.5 million 
was allotted for rate stabiliza-

tion. “This is a big picture item 
that may lead to some positive 
changes,” Wheeler said. “Fund-
ing for services that we received 
does not cover our costs. As any-
one who runs a business knows 
you have to cover your cost.”

Another program that has a 
systematic impact is certifiable 
health clinics. This provides 
mental health centers the op-
portunity to become federally 
recognized. Right now, many do 
not exist on the federal register.

By ALAN VAN ORMER
Managing Editor

It was a festive occasion for 
the 40 or so people and their 
families in the Steele-Waseca 
Drug Court program who have 
been battling their drug and al-
cohol addictions.

“I think we’re really im-
pressed with what we were able 
to accomplish with the growth 
of this program,” said Steele-
Waseca Drug Court coordinator 
Nicole Grams. “(This includes) 
the growth within the program, 
clients meeting certain mile-
stones and progressing, as well 
as the clients supporting each 
other.”

District Court Judge Joseph 

Bueltel, who oversees drug 
court, called the afternoon cel-
ebratory. “We just decided at the 
one year mark we would recog-
nize all the hard work for the 
team members, the community 
and particularly the participants 
who have worked so hard to 
make this program a success,” 
he said. “We had a nice, fun day, 
where normally we would be in 
drug court at this time.”

Wednesday’s picnic at Brown 
Park in Owatonna marked the 
first year anniversary of the 
Steele-Waseca Drug Court. 
Drug court officially began July 
1, 2014, and features a four-
phase, step-down, progress-
based program.

The drug court team meets 
with participants each week 
to ensure that they are making 
progress in the program. If they 

Celebrating 1 year of hard work to combat drugs and alcohol

Staff photo by Alan Van Ormer
Doug  Hoverkamp, a participant in the Steele-Waseca Drug Court, talks to coordinator Nicole 
Grams during a celebration luncheon at Brown Park in Owatonna on July 15. 

1960s 
cars on 
display

Les Abraham, Superintendent 
of the Wells Fargo Auto Mu-
seum at the fair has announced 
the cars and their owners that 
will be on display at this year’s 
fair. Cars of the 1960’s will be 
the theme this year. Here are the 
cars to be displayed and their 
owners:

Don and Verna Thiede, 
Owatonna: 1963 Corvette

Jerry and Ginger Thompson, 
Ellendale: 1964 Tempest

Rich and Betty Granowski, 
Owatonna, 1964 Corvair

Phillip and Linda Ferguson, 
Rochester: 1965 Studebaker

Harley and Darlene Manke, 
Owatonna: 1965 Pontiac 2 door

Sharon West, Owatonna: 
1966 Austin Healey

Ron and Rita Christensen, 
Owatonna: 1966 Thunderbird

Jon and Angie Truelson, 
Owatonna: 1967 Pontiac

Roger and Sharon Soukup, 
Owatonna: 1967 Dodge

George and Jean Sierakows-
ki, Owatonna: 1967 Mercury 
Cougar

Dale Springer, Owatonna: 
1967 Mercury convertible

Jim and Helen Grunwald, 
Owatonna: 1967 Mustang 
convertible

Stacy and Sue Enser, 
Owatonna: 1969 Chevelle

NRHEG hires interim superintendent

Steele-Waseca 
Drug Court 
1 year old

Carlson will 
serve 1 year

Staff photo by Alan Van Ormer
Interim New Richland-Hartland-Ellendale-Geneva School 
Superintendent Dr. Dale Carlson discusses an educational 
issue with high school Principal David Bunn. Carlson will lead 
the school district for at least one year. He started on July 
13 replacing Dr. Dennis Goodwin who took a superintendent 
position in Arizona.

A Ride for Hope 

Staff photo by James Knoop
More than 100 riders took to the highways in an effort to support those in need during the  7th annual Ride for Hope that started in 
Owatonna on Saturday, July 18. The riders left the Eagles Club Saturday morning and returned to Owatonna after stops in multiple  
communities. 

DRUG COURT
Continued on Page 4C

SUPERINTENDENT
Continued on 5C

MENTAL HEALTH
Continued on 4C

FAIR TALK
Continued on 6C
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Staff photo by James Knoop
One batter from the Steele/Waseca drug court softball team awaits a pitch during the annual Sober Fest softball game 
against Dodge County. Participants, alumni, workers, family and friends participated in the ninth annual festival in 
Kasson on Saturday, July 18, which also included a hog roast, awards ceremony and raffle.

Blooming Prairie

Medford

Owatonna

Other counties

Ellendale/Geneva

  
Servicemen’s Club

210 Fourth St. N.E.  •  Blooming Prairie  •  507-583-7884
• Raffle drawing first Saturday of every month
• Happy Hour 3 p.m.-6 p.m. Monday-Saturday
• Taco Tuesdays every Tuesday at 5 p.m.
“BurgEr Night” SPEcialS

#1 - turkEy DiNNEr
#2 - ShrimP BaSkEt

luNch SPEcial (7/23 & 7/24):  
2 SoFt or harD ShEll  

tacoS w/ chiPS & SalSa

July 21:
4:45 p.m. Boys & Girls Club Brd
5:30 p.m. BP Ambulance Comm Mtg
July 22:
10:30 a.m. BPBL Story time
11 a.m. BPBL Adventure Club
July 23:
6:30 p.m. BPBL Family Movie Night
July 27:
2 p.m. BPBL Movie Day
6:30 P.M. BP Fire Relief Assoc Mtg
July 28:
BP Card Club & Luncheon
6 p.m. BPBL Book Club
7 p.m. BP P&Z Brd Mtg
July 29:
10:30 a.m. BPBL Story time
11 a.m. BPBL Adventure Club

July 21:
9:30 a.m. OPL Summer Story Time 9:30 & 10:30
10 a.m. OPL So Many Books...So Little Time Book 

Club
4:30 p.m. OPL Brd, Gainey Rm
7 p.m. Owatonna City Council, Council Chambers, 

City Hall
July 22:
9:30 a.m. OPL Garden Time
3 p.m. OPL Adventure Club
July 23:
Crazy Days
2 p.m. OPL Indie & World Films 2 & 7 p.m.
6:30 P.M. OPL Family Story Time
7 p.m. 11 @ 7 Concert Series, Owatonna Central 

Park
July 24:
Crazy Days
WATTS over Owatonna, SMMAC Airfield
7 p.m. Movie Night, New Beginnings Church, 

Owatonna
July 25:
Crazy Days
WATTS over Owatonna, SMMAC Airfield
Camp Pillsbury Performance, Pillsbury College
2 p.m. Color Dash 5K Run, Morehouse Park
July 26:
WATTS over Owatonna, SMMAC Airfield
11 a.m. Litomysl Summer Festival, Holy Trinity 

Catholic Church
July 27:
12 p.m. Owatonna Noon Rotary Club, Country Club
4 p.m. Owatonna Housing & Redevelopment Au-

thority, 2nd Flr Conference Rm, City Hall
July 28:
9:30 a.m. OPL Tale Time! 9:30 & 10:30 a.m.
9:30 a.m. OPL Summer Story Time 9:30 & 10:30
4 p.m. OPU Utilities Commission, Utilities Plant 

Office
5:30 p.m. Owatonna Planning Commission, Coun-

cil Chambers, City Hall
6 p.m. Steele Co Commission
6:30 p.m. Nat’s Alliance on Mental Illness Peer 

Support Group, Owatonna Hospital
7 p.m. Steele Co.: Co Brd Mtg, Administration Cen-

ter BR

Mower
July 21:
Drop-In Summer Reading Program, GMPL
9 a.m. Intro to Dance Camp, Kindergarten through 

2nd Grade, I. J. Holton School dance room, Austin
10 a.m. ArtWorks Gallery Show: Nick Sinclair and 

Mike Erickson
10 a.m. Intro to Dance Camp, 3rd to 4th Grade, I. J. 

Holton School dance room, Austin
10:30 a.m. 2015 Summer Reading Club: Wake Up 

and Wiggle, APL
11 a.m. Intro to Dance Camp, 5th to 6th Grade, I. J. 

Holton School dance room, Austin
12:30 p.m. Family Paint, Austin ArtWorks Center
3:30 p.m. Mower Co, Southland ISD: Open Gym, M/

HS Gym
4 p.m. Ag Appreciation Dinner, Austin
5 p.m. Wind Chimes, Austin ArtWorks Center
6 p.m. Advanced Beginners’ Knitting, Austin Art-

Works Center
6 p.m. Minnesota Opera Presentation, APL
6 p.m. Teen Book Swap Party, APL
6:30 p.m. Peace Garden Concert: The Bissen Family 

Band, Hormel Historic Home
6:30 p.m. Water Aerobics - Session 2, Austin Munici-

pal Pool
July 22:
Drop-In Summer Reading Program, GMPL
9 a.m. Intro to Dance Camp, Kindergarten through 

2nd Grade, I. J. Holton School dance room, Austin
10 a.m. ArtWorks Gallery Show: Nick Sinclair and 

Mike Erickson
10 a.m. Intro to Dance Camp, 3rd to 4th Grade, I. J. 

Holton School dance room, Austin
11 a.m. 2015 Summer Reading Club: Magician & 

Puppeteer Jim Jayes, APL
11 a.m. Intro to Dance Camp, 5th to 6th Grade, I. J. 

Holton School dance room, Austin
11:30 a.m. SEMCAC Meal, Heritage House, Lyle
1 p.m. 2015 Summer Reading Club: Magician and 

Puppeteer Jim Jayes, APL
2 p.m. Judenrate Controversies of World War II, 

Mower County Senior Center
5 p.m. Grand Meadow Farmers Market
5 p.m. Summer Clay, Austin ArtWorks Center
5:30 p.m. Izaak Walton League Hog Roast, Izaak Wal-

ton Cabin, Todd Park

Freeborn
July 21:
10:30 a.m. ALPL Story time
July 23:
10:30 a.m. ALPL Story time
5:30 P.M. AL Council Workshop, City Council Cham-

bers
6 p.m. ALPL Night-Time Story time
July 27:
10:30 a.m. ALPL Story time
3:45 p.m. ALPL Book Pals (Gr 5 & 6)
7 p.m. AL City Council, Council Chambers
July 28:
10:30 a.m. ALPL Story time
 
Dodge
July 21:
Guitar or Ukulele Lessons (Gr.3 and older) S622 - 1 

KM Middle School / Room 208 (Band room)
Basic Volleyball Summer Camp S315 KM Middle 

School / MS Gym
Canvas Painting for Kids C101 - 3 KM Comm. Ed. 

Wing / Multi-purpose Room
Intermediate Volleyball Summer Camp S316 KM 

Middle School / MS Gym
Tippi Toes - Ballet/Tap/Jazz S503 KM Elementary 

School / Old Gym
Tippi Toes - Hip Hop S504 KM Elementary School / 

Old Gym
10 a.m. WCPL Story Time/Crafts
5:30 p.m. Dodge Center American Legion, Taco Tues-

days
5:45 p.m. Dodge Center Park Brd
6 p.m. Triton Adult ESL Class, ES Media Center
July 22:
WC American Legion Auxiliary, Quilting
7:30 a.m. Hayfield Chamber Mtg, Uncle Mony’s/

Spare Time Lanes
Guitar or Ukulele Lessons (Gr.3 and older) S622 - 

1KM Middle School / Room 208 (Band room)
Intermediate Volleyball Summer Camp S316 KM 

Middle School / MS Gym
5:30 p.m. Dodge Center American Legion, Pizza & 

Bear
Middle School Soccer Nights (Boys & Girls) C106 

KM High School / KM Telecom Stadium
July 23:
KoMet Kraze Fitness Training (Adults) - Summer 

Session S300 -1 KM High School / Weight room
Cookin’ with Gus TT723 KM High School / FB Field 

Parking Lot
Mommy & Me and Essential Oils C115 KM Comm. 

Ed. Wing /Multipurpose Room
5:30 p.m. Dodge Center American Legion, Hamburg-

er, Fries, Chicken Sandwiches
Knit & Chat Study Hall WS131 KM Comm. Ed. Wing 

/ CE6
6:30 p.m. Triton Zumba, Multipurpose Rm
July 24:
West Concord Survival Days
July 25:
West Concord Survival Days

July 21:
6:30 p.m. Court St Anne Catholic Daughters 

Meeting, Medford
July 23:
2 p.m. The Arthritis Foundation: Medford Senior 

Exercise Class, Whistle Stop Diner
July 27:
2 p.m. The Arthritis Foundation: Medford Senior 

Exercise Class, Whistle Stop Diner
7 p.m. Medford City Council, City Hall 

July 21:
7 p.m. NRHEG Karate, ES Gym North Ellndl
July 23:
5:30 p.m. NRHEG Yoga, DAPE Rm
7 p.m. NRHEG Yoga, DAPE Rm
7 p.m. NRHEG Zumba, DAPE Rm
7:30 P.M. Ellendale City Council Mtg (2nd & 4th 

Thurs), Training/Mtg Rm
July 25:
Ellendale Saturday Night Entertainment: Just 

Friends
July 27:
6:20 P.M. NRHEG Yoga, Media Center Ellndl
July 28:
7 p.m. NRHEG Karate, ES Gym North Ellndl

800-248-3855
www.minimizer.com

Blooming Prairie

J&H LIQUORS
340 E. Main St. Blooming Prairie • 507-583-7557

Mark Your Calendars
Bar Bingo: MondaY @ 6:30 P.M.

July 13 & 27, August 10 & 24
Meat raffles: fridaY @ 5:30 P.M.

JulY 25 B.o.B, “toYs for 
tots” 

RegistRAtion 9:30-10:30 Am @ 

J&H noRtH PARking lot 
fee: $10 PeR RideR ride: leAve 
At 10:30 A.m. Meal: 5Pm @ J&H

Catered by rJ’s bbQ

JulY 6 - oCt. mAin stReet 
ConstRuCtion J&H 

CustomeRs, PleAses use ouR 
noRtH PARking lot



For several years the Bloom-
ing Prairie Branch Library has 
been the recipient of the Arts 
and Cultural Heritage Fund Li-
brary Legacy funding.  Authors 
have come to visit, including 
William Kent Krueger, Julie 
Klassen, and Alison McGhie.  
Authors Will Weaver and Pete 
Hautman have talked to Bloom-
ing Prairie High School students 
and encouraged them to write.  
Local residents have taken part 
in the poetry competition.  Vet-
ted artists have performed here.  
All of these opportunities have 
come about because of the Li-
brary Legacy fund. 

South East Libraries Cooper-
ating (SELCO) has administered 

these programs with the funding 
provided by the state of Minne-
sota.  It’s time for you to share 
your opinions of how those Li-
brary Legacy funds should be 
used.  Representatives from 
SELCO want to hear what part-
nerships have developed and to 
hear possible ideas for future 
partnerships and activities.  You 
are invited to a Library Legacy 
Listening Session.  The local 
meetings will all take place from 
6-7:30 p.m. in each county.  One 
will take place at the Owatonna 
Public Library, 104 North Elm 
Avenue, Owatonna on Tuesday, 
July 27th.  Other local meetings 
will both be held on Wednesday, 
August 26th at the Dodge Center 
Public Library, 13 First Avenue 
NW, Dodge Center, and Austin 
Public Library, 323 4th Avenue 
NE, Austin.

If you are not able to attend 
any of the listening sessions, 

feel free to call 507-583-7750 or 
stop in at the Blooming Prairie 
Branch Library and tell us what 
you like about Legacy funding, 
or what you would like to see in 
the future.  For more informa-
tion, please contact the library or 
Jennifer Harveland, Communi-
cation Specialist for SELCO, at 
507-288-5513.  Thanks for your 
interest and support of libraries 
in Minnesota.

By HOWARD LESTRUD
Staff Writer 

All the bituminous has been 
removed on the Blooming Prai-
rie Main Street reconstruction, 
a joint project between the City 
of Blooming Prairie and Steele 
County. Concrete removal was 
planned to begin this week.

Recent work has involved 
connecting the water main and 
sanitary sewer in the center of 
Highway 218.  

“Once we get the utilities 

stubbed in on 218, we will go 
east to 5th Avenue and get ready 
for concrete pavement,” said 
Matt Smith, vice president of 
Elcor Construction, Rochester. 
Elcor holds the general contract 
on the $2.7 million project.

“We are very pleased with the 
progress on the joint project, 
even though the rains delayed 
us a bit,” Smith said. “We are 
about two days behind because 
of the rain, but we can make 
that up in a hurry,” added For-
rest Hasty, project inspector for 
Steele County.

Hasty said two work crews 
were on site at times to increase 
production.

The water and sewer project 
will be attacked a block or two 
at a time and will involve the 
installation of new catch basins.

The project sequence has 
looked like this: removals; 
sanitary sewer and water main; 
sewer and water services; storm 
sewer; roadway grading; road-
way paving; electrical; sidewalk 
and signage and striping.
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Library Book Nook

Nancy Vaillancourt

Blooming PrairieLiving

By HOWARD LESTRUD
Staff Writer 

Leanne Hanson remembers working in her 
father’s Oswald’s Grocery Store in Blooming 
Prairie when she was a youngster. 

She thought some day she might be a grocer. 
“When I was in first grade, dad taught me how 
to count back change,” Leanne said.

Instead, Leanne has become owner of a 
quaint floral and gift shop, A Touch of Charm, 
located at 330 E. Main St. in Blooming Prairie. 

Visit the store in person, or go to the A Touch 
of Charm website, http://www.atouchofchar-
monline.com/.

Leanne has been providing home accents, 
decorating ideas, gifts and full service floral for 
the area since 1988. “We specialize in a mix-
ture of traditional, cottage and countrypolitan 
accents for your home and a unique array of 
gifts that you can’t wait to give,” Leanne says.

The idea of A Touch of Charm actually started 
with Leanne and three other women who wanted 
to start a consignment shop on the main street of 
Blooming Prairie. The shop, located in the front 
part of a downtown medical building, was run 
by Leanne, Sandy Jones, Laura Kirby and June 
Trom.

The consignment store featured artificial flow-
ers, wreaths and hand-painted items. A thrift 
store was located in the back half of the build-
ing. The current A Touch of Charm location be-
came available when the bakery moved to its 
present location. 

Leanne said the move to a new building saw 
the business double in the first month. “We 
needed to be here where the people are moving 
around,” she said.

As the business grew, more merchandise was 
bought to fill the store. Leanne became the soul 
owner with husband Roger and bought the pres-
ent A Touch of Charm building.

“We are a full service floral shop and provide 
arrangements for weddings, funerals and every 
day occasions,” Leanne said. Fresh cut flowers 
and blooming and green plants can be delivered 
by A Touch of Charm to Blooming Prairie cus-
tomers and to customers in Austin, Owatonna, 
Ellendale, Geneva, Hayfield and Dodge Center.

A Touch of Charm provides arrangements 
for weddings in the area and as far north as the 
Twin Cities. Many weddings are now destina-
tion weddings, or held outdoors.

When visiting A Touch of Charm’s gift shop, 
take sufficient time to see the many home decor 
items and old vintage items on display. Pointing 
to an old, vintage chest, Leanne says people are 
into old, rusty paint peeling off. The gift shop 
also displays many Blooming Prairie items in-
cluding pottery and signs.

Most customers are women but Leanne says 
many men visit her store before Valentine’s Day 
and before Mother’s Day. Anniversaries bring 

both men and women into the store.
Leanne can be found in the store when not out 

on deliveries or making a home decorating con-
sultation. She has two part-time helpers on duty, 
Penny Perau and Michelle Southworth. A Touch 
of Charm is open from 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mon-
days through Fridays, and 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. on 
Saturdays.

What is most satisfying in being a small busi-
ness woman? Leanne quickly answers: “Being 
my own boss.” She also says that seeing cus-
tomers happy is another positive part of being in 
business in a small town.

Keeping up with trends and changing gift 
items for seasons can be most challenging, Le-
anne said. She shops at a wholesale market in 
Minneapolis and also goes with husband Roger 
to hunt for old items at auctions, flea markets 
and rummage sales. “It’s fun to do it together,” 
she said.

Leanne and Roger have two children, Nick 
(Larissa) of Andover and Annie (Matt Holm) of 
Brainerd and three grandchildren with one on 
the way.

With Main Street reconstruction going on un-
til November, Leanne encourages customers to 
enter at the rear entrance and then shop the back 
room bargains at 50 percent off. Customers can 
also still enter from the front.

A Touch of Charm is a member of the Bloom-
ing Prairie Area Chamber of Commerce. Leanne 
is “Wish Tree” chairperson for the chamber, or-
ganizing a Christmas gift drive for needy chil-
dren. Fifteen families benefited last Christmas to 
the drive coordinated by the Chamber in partner-
ship with the Blooming Prairie Ministerium.

Leanne said her shop also works with the 
Blooming Prairie Cancer Group in March sell-
ing daffodils. All proceeds go to Blooming Prai-
rie families. A Touch of Charm has also sold 
flowers for Just for Kix and for the elementary 
school play.

Staff photo by Howard Lestrud
Leanne Hanson has owned and operated 
A Touch of Charm at 330 E. Main Street in 
Blooming Prairie since 1991. She proudly 
displays some of the gift items in the full 
service floral and gift shop.

A Touch of Charm is a special floral and gift shop
Chamber Spotlight

Concrete removal on schedule

Staff photo by Howard Lestrud
Elcor Construction of Rochester has been busy working on water main and sanitary sewer 
reconstruction on Main Street in Blooming Prairie. All kinds of traffic continue uninterrupted on 
Highway 218 (note semi-truck going south). The $2.7 million project began on June 15 and is 
expected to be completed by Nov. 1.

Achieving a
state of ease

The word “disease” comes from 
“diss” and “ease”. You’re sick 
when your body lacks “ease”. 
Your body’s “ease” is directed 
by your nervous system - The 

focus of chiropractic care.
Prairie Family & Sports Chiropractic

Company unveils 
metal-like fender

Minimizer is taking on metal 
fenders without the metal.

The company’s new Smoky 
Black Mirror fender looks ex-
actly like a metal fender, except 
it’s made from the same poly-
ethylene material as the rest of 
Minimizer’s Tested and Tor-
tured fenders.

“Some people love the metal 
look, and our new Smoky Black 
Mirror fender gives you just 
that,” Minimizer CEO Craig 
Kruckeberg said.

Minimizer Technical Man-
ager Gordon Eby added the 
Smoky Black Mirror fender is 
unique in our industry, in that it 
has a dark-tinted, smooth finish 
that reflects like metal.

In addition to Smoky Black, 
Minimizer is also releasing a 
Silver Mirror fender. It too has 
a metal-like appearance. Both 
Mirror finish fenders can be 
found at one of Minimizer’s 
numerous distributors. To find 
the one nearest you, go to www.
minimizer.com.

Sharing an opinion about legacy funds

Chamber gets funky with 
disco-themed golf outing

By LAURA BERNDT
News Editor

Last Wednesday, supporters 
of the Blooming Prairie Area 
Chamber of Commerce paid a 
visit to the Blooming Prairie 
Country Club, and they were 
ready to boogie in their best 
disco attire. 

That afternoon, the 21st an-
nual Blooming Prairie Cham-
ber of Commerce’s Golf Fun 
Day took place, and this year’s 
theme was “disco.” Golfers and 
supporters of the Chamber spent 
their afternoon playing games to 
win prizes and enjoying a beau-
tiful summer golfing session. 
Later that evening, a dinner and 
program also took place at the 
Country Club. 

“It’s our major fundraiser 
for the Chamber, and it’s also 
a good way to have everybody 
come out and enjoy the day,” 
said Becky Noble, Executive 
Director of the Chamber. Al-
though the numbers were down 
a bit from past years, with only 
around 51 participants, Noble 
says that those who visited the 
Country Club last week still had 
a great time. 

Several volunteers from the 
Chamber and community dedi-
cated their time to make the 
annual event a success again 
this year. Many local sponsors 
also donated prizes and hosted 
creative games at various holes 
along the course. Golfers also 
had a little extra incentive to 
play well that afternoon, as sev-
eral holes offered stellar prizes 
to golfers who made a hole in 
one, such as a 2015 Ford Focus 
and vacations in places like Las 
Vegas and the Treetops Resort in 
Michigan. 

Despite the opportunity to 
earn great prizes, Noble and oth-
ers agree that the event is truly 
about having fun. “We just hope 
people enjoy it,” she said. “And 
they always do. It’s all about just 
having fun.” 

Kenny Behnken has been a 
member of the golf course since 
1967 and has also worked there 
since 2003. He says that grounds 
superintendent Roger Hanson 
and clubhouse manager Barb 
Waggie deserve credit for the 
work that they have done to get 
the course ready for this event. 
“It’s a fun day, and the course 
is always in good shape,” said 
Behnken. 

“We do have a very nice 
course, especially for a small 
town,” added Rick Kittelson, 
who also helped to organize 
this event. Kittelson explains 
that, although the Country Club 
is now doing very well, it once 
struggled to find the necessary 
funds to operate the business. 
At that time, said Kittleson, the 
fundraiser was organized as a 
way to help support the Country 
Club. Since then, he says, it has 
become an event that benefits 
both the Chamber and the Coun-
try Club. 

“I just like watching every-
body have fun,” said Noble, who 
also worked hard to help make 
the event possible. “I also like 
seeing everybody’s costumes.” 
Each year, a few guests go “all 
out” with their outfits. This year 
was no exception, as some golf-
ers wore sequined jumpsuits and 
even decorated their carts with 
miniature disco balls. 

“It’s open to the public, and all 
who want to participate,” Noble 
said. “We’re going to set the 
date for around this time next 
year, and we would like to ask 
people to come out and join us 
at the clubhouse.” 

Ag Power - Owatonna
NAPA - Blooming Prairie
NAPA - Owatonna

O’Reilly Auto Parts - Owatonna
Owatonna Groundmasters

to all the participants and those who attended 
the 4th of July Car Show. Thank you to the 
volunteers for your help and to all of the 

businesses for their support. 

Trophy Sponsors
Farmers & Merchants State Bank of Blooming Prairie  

Door Prizes

Eric Kaplan Memorial Scholarship Fund and the Kaplan Family

104 E. Main St. • Geneva, MN • 507-256-0025
www.deanssmokeshack.com

Snack StickS, Summer 
SauSageS, BaconS, old 

FaShioned WienerS, 
BratS, We have it all 

Stop in We alWayS 
look ForWard to 

Seeing you.
get your aWard 

Winning meatS today!! 



“This is to our disadvantage 
because when opportunities for 
infrastructure funding come we 
are not at the federal level,” 
Wheeler said. “Minnesota has 
said it is willing to go forward 
with this. Minnesotans will 
be seeking to become one of 
8 states to be a demonstration 
project. We would look at stan-
dards that need to happen so 
that mental health centers can 
be certified.”

Wilson added that this is a 
major transformation for men-
tal health. Federal legislation 
creates a criterion for behav-
ioral health clinics to be certi-
fied. The legislation will allow 
clinics offering primary care, 
substance abuse treatment and 
other comprehensive set of ser-
vices to receive payment.

“It will greatly benefit the 
population,” she said, adding 
the centers will require formal 
agreements with such entities 
as emergency rooms, tribal af-

fairs and veterans affairs. “We 
are expanding access, increas-
ing array of services available 
and allowing us to evaluate what 
effective services really are. Ev-
erybody is doing it differently. 
This allows us to show the costs 
we are saving the public.”

As for the way Minnesota 
deals with mental health, Wheel-
er said the state has achieved 
different grades in national rank-
ings over the past 30 years.

Wheeler gives the state a B 
plus. “I think there is a lot of 
knowledge about what needs to 
be done,” she said. “It is whether 
there is the will, the funding and 
the attention that can go to make 
it happen.”

She believes as a state policy-
wise, it believes in community 
mental health. “Yet part of what 
is happened is that new ideas are 
grant funded and underfunded,” 
she stated.

One example she cites is the 
Mobile Crisis Services. In Oc-
tober 2013 the state requested 
a budget proposal to deliver the 
services for the 10-county area 
the South Central Human Rela-
tions Center helps. “When we 

received the funding it was cut 
by two-thirds,” Wheeler said. 
“How can we move on this? 
How can we be sustainable? We 
made progress, but we need to 
ask for more funding from the 
Department of Human Health 
Services.”

An estimated $8.5 million 
was allotted for crisis services 
in Minnesota. “They are giv-
ing mixed messages. There are 
problems. They do offer grants 
for good ideas, but the chal-
lenge is having funding to really 
make it work,” she said. “The 
$8.5 million would be helpful 
to bring mobile crisis service 
to make it more available in the 
state.”

Starting on July 20, residents 
of Steele, Dodge, Waseca and 
other counties in southeast Min-
nesota will have a centralized 
call number, 844-Crisis2, for 
those experiencing a mental 
health crisis. The call center will 
provide phone counseling, risk 
assessment and local resources 
to callers from the region. The 
number will be available 24/7.

are doing well, they are recog-
nized for their progress. If they 
are not meeting the standards of 
the program, an immediate sanc-
tion can be imposed.

Doug Hoverkamp is one of 
the participants who has reached 
Phase 3; one step from graduat-
ing. “Over the last few months, I 
haven’t been using alcohol and 
drugs and have been a law abid-
ing citizen,” he said.

Before drug court, he had 
no desire to straighten his life 
around. He turned it around be-
cause Hoverkamp said he was 
getting sick and tired of doing 
the same things over and over. 

“For me, I know there is a dif-
ferent way of life,” he said. “To-
day I want it. I like my life today. 
Things happen, but I don’t have 
to use drugs and alcohol to get 
through. Now I call my sponsor, 
go to meetings and share.”

Two others – Nikki Erdman 

and Lindsay Hachfeld – were 
facing the same situations. Both 
were on the verge of losing their 
children before drug court be-
came an option.

Erdman was a meth addict. 
She had five drug charges in 
less than a year. For one charge, 
Erdman was facing 81 months. 
In all, she could be in prison 
for eight and a half years. If 
that would have happened, she 
wouldn’t have been out until her 
child was a teenager.

“I’m super proud of myself. 
It has taken a lot. It was hard,” 
Erdman said. She has now been 
sober for more than 14 months.

Hachfeld, now 30, has been 
involved with drugs since she 
was 14. She was also on the 
verge of losing custody of her 
children. “By the Grace of God, 
I got my kids. That was huge for 
me,” she said.

She had been sober for six 

months, but had a relapse. She 
was under stress and made a 
poor decision.

“It was really hard going 
back to meetings after that,” 
Hachfeld said. “I was beating 
myself up.”

Now, she has been sober for 
90 days.

Wednesday’s celebration is a 
reminder for Hachfeld that she 
can have fun in sobriety. “I can 
have a good time, remember it 
and enjoy it,” she said.

Erdman added it is just nice 
to hang out, relax and have 
our children with us. “It is just 
good to see the support from 
other people,” she said men-
tioning judges and prosecuting 
attorneys. “They are learning 
that throwing addicts in jail and 
prison isn’t the solution. This 
is helping and this is a better 
choice.”

Grams said that it is mean-
ingful to note that many of 
those attending the celebration 
have been able to spend mean-
ingful time with their children, 
have been able to be employed 
and have been able to maintain 
housing. “There is a lot of posi-
tive feedback from parents see-
ing the parenting that is going 
on,” she added. “I think that is 
rewarding in its own.”

Bueltel said what is most sat-
isfying is personally seeing the 
transformation of the individu-
al’s life, from knocking on the 
door of prison or jail to being 
productive members of society.

Hoverkamp said he feels like 
he is alive, living life without 
drugs and alcohol. “I enjoy life 
today,” he said. “Thank God for 
my life.”
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Ellendale-GenevaLiving
Welcome to Ellendale Exhibit features unique history

By  SHANNON 
GRANHOLM

County Staff Writer

Now through the rest of 2015 
visitors to the Steele County 
Historical Society can learn 
more about one of the towns 
that makes up Steele County, 
Ellendale. 

The display, which opened 
April 15, is put on by the 
Ellendale Heritage Society in 
conjunction with the SCHS and 
is sponsored by Andy and Mary 
Lerberg. 

Although this is a first-time 
exhibit, this is by no means the 
first partnership between the two 
organizations. 

“We’re thrilled to again part-
ner with the Ellendale Heritage 
Society on this unique exhibit. 
They have done a wonderful job 
with the Gus’s Station restora-
tion, the Beaver Lake Pop Stand 
and now, this look at the com-

munity of Ellendale. We have 
so much rich history through-
out the county and it is great to 
have people like the members of 
the Ellendale Heritage Society 
that make this important history 
available for our visitors to en-
joy.” said former SCHS Director 
Laura Resler. 

The Ellendale Heritage Soci-
ety was formed in 1989 after the 
University of Minnesota project 
“Project Future” encouraged the 
community to do all it could to 
preserve their sense of commu-
nity. 

“We formed at a time when 
we noticed that our community 
was shrinking. We are a farming 
community and our businesses 
on Main Street were shrinking,” 
said Heritage Society Chair Barb 
Mrotz. “It was formed to record 
and share Ellendale’s history 
and heritage. It is what we be-
lieve in, accomplished and stood 
up for and how we helped and 

shared with others. It is all the 
events and things in Ellendale 
that have made us proud and 
what we want to pass on to fu-
ture generations.” 

The Heritage Society has been 
gathering information along 
with photos and artifacts since it 
formed, but in order to prepare 
for the display members had to 
track down additional informa-
tion and get everything orga-
nized into a presentable manner 
so visitors could more easily fol-
low along. 

Mrotz was not sure exactly 
how many items are on the dis-
play, but she was very pleased 
with the amount of items they 
were able to incorporate as she 
was hoping for half the size. 

“We just want Steele County 
to know about our beginnings. 
We have a sense of community 
here which we don’t want to 
loose. Even though our busi-
ness street is not as full as it 
once was, we are still a vibrant 
community,” Mrotz said. “There 
have been many businesses that 
have come and gone… barber 
shops, grocery stores and restau-
rants, and still we survive. We 
still have most of those things 
here available although in a dif-
ferent form.” 

The display not only tells 
about the towns beginnings but 
also has stories, photos and ar-
tifacts from a range of areas 
including business, school, 
church, medical, social, sports, 
newspaper and government. 

Ellendale’s story began in 
1900 after Thomas Brown, a 
railroad agent, was charged 
with finding a good commercial 
center in between Owatonna 
and Albert Lea. The village of 

Cooleyville, which is located 
just a half-mile east of present 
day Ellendale, saw the advan-
tage of being near the railroad 
and all the businesses started 
moving to the new thriving com-
munity. 

One thing Mrotz thought some 
people may not know about El-
lendale’s beginnings is that the 
town was actually named af-
ter a woman with the maiden 
name Ellen Dale who was good 
friends with Brown. 

“He suggested that name be-
cause she was such a good wom-
an. In those days before there 
were any sort of human service 
programs for workers, she saw 

to it that if there was an illness 
in the family or a sick child that 
those families were taken care 
of. She also used her own horse 
and carriage to bring groceries 
to the families or to stay with 
them until they could get back 
on their feet,” Mrotz said. 

Mrotz added some other 
unique items incorporated into 
the display include stories and 
artifacts from a thought-to-
be goldmine, Lerberg’s, Red 
Snapp’r (now known as Wood-
stream), Truth Tool (now known 
as Amesbury Truth) and Groth 
Furniture and Flooring. 

Mrotz added she enjoyed 
watching all of the pieces come 

together in the display. 
“To see and be aware that we 

have this much history and pic-
tures gathered together to pre-
serve the memories of our town 
and the heritage. It is not just the 
businesses, it is the people, the 
whole farming community that 
makes up our community and 
we don’t want to lose it,” she 
said. 

This display can be viewed 
on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and 
Fridays from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
Thursdays 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. or 
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Ad-
mission to the History Center is 
free for SCHS members and $5 
for non-members. 

Staff photos by Shannon Granholm
An antique Lerberg’s truck is one of the many items on display in the Welcome to Ellendale Exhibit 
at the Steele County Historical Society. Lerberg’s was established in 1901 and is supposedly one of 
the only businesses that began in Ellendale and has been run continuously.
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An old band uniform is one of the many items on display in the 
Welcome to Ellendale Exhibit at the Steele County Historical 
Society. The uniform was used as a high school band uniform 
during the 1950s era.
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by putting things in place try-
ing to continue to reach those 
important goals we have set out, 
especially in the areas of student 
learning and student achieve-
ment.”

Carlson admits that the 
NRHEG School District has 
learning gaps in different areas, 
but is identifying those and he 
will be helping put some plans 
in place. 

Carlson had made the decision 
late last year to look for a dif-
ferent experience in a different 
community. He said his experi-
ence in Holman was wonderful. 
“There are a lot of accomplish-
ments I am very proud of,” he 
said.

Carlson has been in public ed-
ucation for 31 years; the last 21 
years in administration. He was 
looking for an opportunity in a 
smaller setting.

“When the opportunity for 

this position came up, (I felt) 
right now this could be a nice 
match,” he said, adding that he 
understood it is a one-year inter-
im position. “If they find it is a 
good fit and good match for the 
district and myself, then there is 
an opportunity to go beyond a 
year,” he said.

Schultz said Carlson has made 
it clear he would like to grow 
into the position to be consid-
ered a candidate for a further 
contract. “We are hoping it will 
potentially develop into a per-
fect fit,” he said.

Over the first few weeks, 
Carlson will be meeting and 
getting to know the people and 
begin building relationships. “It 
is building the trust so that they 
can have a certain level of trust 
in me in order to really help sup-
port our staff, our parents and 
our community as a whole,” he 
said.
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Mexican Chicken Casserole

RECIPE CORNER

• 5 c. crushed tortilla chips     • 1 (10 oz) bag of frozen corn
• 4 c. cubed cooked chicken breasts   • 1/2 c. sour cream
• 1 (16 oz.) jars salsa     • 2 c. shredded cheese

Grease 9x13 in. pan. Add 3 cups lightly crushed chips on the bottom 
of the pan. Mix together chicken, salsa, corn, sour cream and 1 cup 
shredded cheese. Pour over layer of chips. Bake at 350° for 25 minutes. 
Take pan out, add remaining chips and cheese on top. Bake for 10 more 
minutes. Sponsored by:

Krejci Ford 
14th Presidents Award Winner
 Blooming Prairie • 583-2046

By Amy Johns

By LAURA BERNDT
News Editor

Each year, the Relay for Life 
of Steele County holds an event 
to “celebrate, remember and 
give back.” And, every year 
since 2001, that’s just what Cin-
dy Anhorn of Medford has done.  

Anhorn’s father-in-law, Bob 
Anhorn, passed away from non-
Hodgkin lymphoma. Her moth-
er, Barb Schulz, was also diag-
nosed with breast cancer two 
years ago. And, for the past 14 
years, Anhorn has attended the 
Relay for Life. 

The Relay, says Anhorn, is a 
positive way for her to celebrate 
the lives of her family members, 
and all others who have been 
touched by cancer. “I don’t fo-
cus on grieving,” said Anhorn. 
“For me, it’s more of a celebra-
tion of their lives.”

The Relay for Life is an an-
nual event that raises funds for 
the American Cancer Society. 
The fundraiser is also designed 
to raise awareness about cancer 
and honor all those who have 
been affected by the disease, 
including survivors, caregivers 
and loved ones who have passed 
away. 

When a loved one is diag-
nosed with a disease like cancer, 
Anhorn says that support from 
others can provide incredible 
relief. To Anhorn, the Relay for 
Life symbolizes the community 
support that helped her family 
through the tough times.  An-
horn also believes that it’s im-
portant to recognize survivors 
and caregivers for their contin-
ued strength. She says the Relay 
offers another opportunity to 
honor them. 

“I didn’t really know about 
the Relay for Life until (Bob) 
was sick,” said Anhorn. “But 
cancer is something that impacts 
everybody.” 

Bob Anhorn was diagnosed 
with cancer in the spring of 
2001, and Cindy began fundrais-
ing for the Relay that same year. 
“I didn’t tell him I was doing it 
until I turned in the last dona-
tions,” she said. “Everybody do-
nated so many luminaries.”

Family and friends remem-
ber Bob as a “character,” and 
a “larger than life person” who 
would do anything for anyone. 
“He loved people,” said Anhorn. 

 That first year, Anhorn es-
timates that she raised about 

$1,300. She kept a list, including 
all the names of the people who 
made donations and recording 
how many luminaries each per-
son had purchased. Reading the 
list, says Anhorn, brought Bob 
to tears. 

“When someone gets sick, 
their community will rally and 
support them,” Anhorn says. 

On Dec. 24, 2001, Bob passed 
away. Family members agree 
that Christmas Eve was Bob’s 
favorite day. Anhorn says that 
she spoke to Bob before leaving 
for church that evening to play 
bells. “I told him, ‘When you 
hear those bells, it’s time to go. 
It’s okay,’” Anhorn said. “And 
he passed away that night while 
I was gone.” 

The next year, Anhorn re-
turned to the Relay again, and 
says it has become a family tra-
dition. The Relay took on a new 
meaning for the family when 
Cindy’s mom, Barb Schulz, 
was also diagnosed with cancer. 
“When my mom found out she 
had cancer two years ago, the 
American Cancer Society was 
(and still is) at the forefront,” 
said Anhorn. “They were the 
ones who had all the pamphlets 

out and all the information about 
it. That was a very important 
thing for her.” That’s just one 
more reason that Anhorn feels 
it’s important to continue sup-
porting the American Cancer 
Society through the Relay for 
Life.

Today, Schulz is doing well. 
She had surgery two years ago 
and is now undergoing preventa-
tive IV sessions. Through it all, 
Anhorn says her mom has been 
unbelievably strong. Yet again, 
family, friends and others have 
been incredibly supportive. “My 
mom never complained,” said 
Anhorn. “She always stayed 
strong.” 

Anhorn says she’s struggled 
with the knowledge that so 
many people have shared simi-

lar experiences. Cancer touches 
people of all ages and walks of 
life. “There are people who have 
lost their children to cancer,” 
Anhorn said. 

Going through these expe-
riences with her family, says 
Anhorn, has changed her per-
spective. “It really makes you 
appreciate your life,” Anhorn 
says. “I have a new appreciation 
of my mom.” 

Over the years, Anhorn says 
the Relay has grown consider-
ably and has also changed. “It 
changes; it evolves,” said An-
horn. “But everybody always 
has fun. That’s why we keep 
coming. It’s a good thing to par-
ticipate in.” 

Medford resident attends 14th Relay for Life

Staff photo by Laura Berndt
One of the luminaries glows in memory of Bob Anhorn during the Relay for Life, held on Friday, July 
17, at the Steele County Fairgruonds.

Blandin Community Leadership 
Program seeks participants

As part of its commitment to 
strengthening rural Minnesota 
communities, Blandin Founda-
tion is making its Blandin Com-
munity Leadership Program 
(BCLP) available to residents 
from Blooming Prairie, Ellen-
dale and Medford.

Examples of how BCLP 
alumni have used the strategies 
and skills learned in this training 
include: advancing community 
cooperation, addressing issues 
of ethnic and cultural diversity, 
promoting tourism, creating 
economic development oppor-
tunities, addressing the needs of 
seniors, dealing creatively with 
health, housing, and education 
issues, and violence reduction, 
among others. 

A committee of local residents 
is actively seeking applicants. 
All those interested in the future 
of Blooming Prairie, Ellendale 
and Medford are invited to ap-
ply to participate in this nation-
ally recognized program. Dead-
line to apply is Monday, Aug. 
17, 2015. 

Applications can be accessed 

and completed online at lead-
ership.blandinfoundation.org. 
(Under Events, click on your 
community.) 

Ultimately, a community team 
of 24 people will be selected to 
take part in eight days of training 
– a five-day residential retreat 
scheduled for Oct. 19-23, 2015 
at Sugar Lake Lodge south of 
Grand Rapids, and three work-
shops December 8, 2015, Febru-
ary 16, 2016 and April 26, 2016. 
BCLP is underwritten by Blan-
din Foundation, which covers 
all costs for training, materials, 
food, lodging and tuition. 

Additional information about 
BCLP can be obtained by con-
tacting BCLP alum Mayor 
Lois Nelson of Medford at 
507.390.4553/ dlnelson1167@q.
com or by contacting Mayor H. 
Peterson of Blooming Prairie at 
507.456.6264/ hcpjkpbp@cit-
link.net or Mayor Mark Skroch 
of Ellendale at 507.688.9432 
or Becky Adams of the Blandin 
Foundation at 877.882.2257/ 
rmadams@blandinfoundation.
org.

can.  This is a fun way to get 
ideas about “what to teach” and 
“what age to” teach different 
skills to your child.  This is also 
an easy way to find out about 
other activities for you and your 
child to do together and what 
services you may want for your 
child.  This program runs from 
birth to 36 months.  There is no 
cost to you.  Sign up today and 
learn about your child’s devel-
opment and make sure they are 
ready for kindergarten.     

Steele Talkin’ is a column 
featuring various organiza-
tions around Steele County. 

Contact June Piepho, Follow 
Along Program Coordinator at 

Steele County Public Health, 
507-444-7650.

STEELE TALKIN’
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Lyle Tuttle, Medford: 1969 
Oldsmobile (Hurst)

Wayne and Marilyn Reistad, 
Owatonna: 1969 Plymouth, 
R.R.

*Med City Mobility of Roch-
ester will be offering wheelchair 
and scooter rentals at the fair. 
Scooter rental rates: minimum 
rental is $20 for two hours, then 

$5 for each additional hour. 
Manual wheel chair rate is $10 
for three hours, then $3 for each 
additional hour. Look for the 
rental location at the Elm Street 
entrance.

*The Steele County fair-
grounds have been designated 
as a no smoking property. How-
ever, during the fair there will 

be designated smoking areas 
on the fairgrounds. These areas 
will be plainly marked.

*Mega-Ride tickets are now 
available only at Hy-Vee in 
Owatonna. They are $49 and 
entitle the holder to unlimited 
midway rides all fair week.

*Fair season parking passes 
are available at Hy-Vee, Fare-

way Foods and Cashwise 
Foods. They are $25 for the 
season.

*Dates of the 2015 Steele 
County Free Fair are Aug. 
18-23. Check the fair website 
at www/scff.org. The fair of-
fice number is 507-451-5305.

By ALAN VAN ORMER
Managing Editor

Those attending the Steele 
County Free Fair will find that 
they can only smoke in desig-
nated smoking areas during the 
week-long event in Owatonna.

“According to an informal fair 
survey we did at least year’s fair 
regarding a tobacco free fair pol-
icy, I think it will have a positive 
impact,” said Jane Nyquist, who 
is a health educator for Steele 
County Public Health. “Fairgo-
ers who completed the survey 
supported a tobacco free policy 
and said they’d attend the fair as 
often, if not more, than they had 
in the past.”

Steele County Free Fair Sec-
retary-Manager Jim Gleason 

said he doesn’t believe having 
designated smoking areas will 
have any impact on those attend-
ing the fair. “We will do what 
we need to do,” he said, adding 
that it will be more about others 
helping self-enforce the policy.

This year’s Steele County 
Free Fair runs from Aug. 18-23 
on the fairgrounds in Owatonna.

A map has been designed to 
show the designated areas. In 
addition, there will be some sig-
nage around the fairgrounds.

Gleason said there has been 
some feedback on the desig-
nated smoking areas, but not 
much. “There have been things 
popping up on Facebook, but it 
hasn’t been talked about much,” 
he said. “We will see how it goes 
and go from there.”

Nyquist said the feedback she 
has received has been positive. 
“In fact some people think there 
are too many designated smok-
ing areas, especially in the beer 
garden outdoor seating area,” 
she said. “According to last 
year’s fair survey results, fair-
goers were bothered by smoke 
in many places where they 
shouldn’t have to be – like while 
waiting in line for food, at the 
beer garden and when enjoying 
the entertainment.”

The Steele County Board of 
Commissioners adopted the pol-
icy during its regular meeting 
March 17.

Many of the designated smok-
ing areas are around the parking 
lots. Other areas include near 
the Steele County History Cen-
ter, Village of Yesteryear stage, 
Owatonna Foundation Exhibi-
tion building, park and camp-
ground, swine show arena, fine 
arts area, museum and fair of-
fices and flower exhibit. (Please 
view map with this story.)

Nyquist said it is important to 
have these designated areas dur-
ing the fair for several reasons:

*Fairs are family-friendly 
events. E-cigarette and tobacco-
free fairgrounds show youth that 
tobacco use is not healthy.

*Tobacco litter is a leading 
source of litter on fair property. 

An e-cigarette and tobacco-free 
fairgrounds policy protects the 
environment and beautifies the 
grounds.

*There are more than 150 
Minnesota communities with e-
cigarette and tobacco-free poli-
cies for their park and outdoor 
recreation areas, and six zoos in 
Minnesota, including the Min-
nesota Zoo, with policies for 
their outdoor areas.

*More than 74 percent of 
fairgoers in Minnesota counties 
support e-cigarette and tobacco-
free fairgrounds.

*County fair boards across 
Minnesota are considering e-
cigarette and tobacco-free poli-
cies.  Dakota, Carlton, Freeborn, 
Kandiyohi and Olmsted County 
Fairs are all currently tobacco-
free.

*Secondhand smoke exposure 

is harmful outdoors, especially 
in crowded areas such as the 
walkways, the midway and con-
cession stands.

*An e-cigarette and tobacco-
free fairgrounds policy reduces 
the risk of fire and bodily in-
jury. (ANSR MN fact sheet on 
tobacco free fairs http://www.
tobaccofreeparks.org/programs/
fairgrounds.html).

 Nyquist said Steele County 
Public Health is seeking to im-
prove citizen’s health by pre-
venting death and disease. She 
coordinates two tobacco and e-
cigarette use prevention grants 
and the Statewide Health Im-
provement Program (SHIP) 
grant that includes tobacco and 
e-cigarette use prevention.

“Tobacco use is the number 
one preventable cause of death 
and disease in the U.S.  Reduc-

ing tobacco use and exposure to 
tobacco smoke will help reduce 
the harm that tobacco/e-cigs do 
and reduce health care costs,” 
she said. “By limiting the places 
where people can smoke, there 
will be less secondhand smoke 
exposure and ultimately less 
death and disease caused by it. 
People might even consider re-
ducing their tobacco use or even 
quit if there are limited areas 
that tobacco use is allowed!”

Nyquist added that she is ex-
cited that the fair board decided 
to take this important health pro-
motion step. “It will be interest-
ing to get the reaction of fairgo-
ers about the policy,” she said. 
“It will also be nice to work in 
the Four Seasons Centre (at our 
fair booth) and not have tobacco 
smoke filter into our booth!”
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111 Front Street, Claremont, MN • Service Center: 507-528-2233 • After Hours Towing: 507-456-4158

ASE Certified Technicians
• AAA Towing
• Car & Truck Repair
• 4 Wheel Computerized   
   Alignment

• Major & Minor Engine &       
   Transmission Repair
• Many Computerized 
   Diagnostic Tools Available  
 Including Factory Scan Tools

First year with designated smoking areas at fair
Steele County
           Fairfree

August 18-23, 2015

HOPE
ELLENDALE
BLOOMING PRAIRIE 507-451-4724

A map of the designated smoking areas at the Steele County Free Fair. 

Term of “filled biscuits” passed 
down for generations in Steele County

By HOWARD LESTRUD
Staff Writer

It’s not by accident that a Blooming Prai-
rie man’s inquisitiveness about his Czech 
ancestry would activate his taste buds. 
That’s what has happened to Steve Wencl.

Wencl is a self-driven historian who is like 
a guy who always wants to turn over a rock 
and see what is beneath it. Beneath that rock, 
Wencl has found a “filled biscuit.”

As Wencl reflects on his ethnicity, he em-
phasizes that his mother is one-half Czech 
and his late father was total Czech. His ef-
forts to learn more about his family geneal-
ogy prompted him to find out more about a 
tasty Czech pastry called Buchta (singular) 
or “filled biscuit.”

Wencl loves to talk about his filled bis-
cuit research, knowing that “filled biscuits” 
will be a popular item on sale at the 44th 
Annual Litomysl Summer Festival Sunday, 
July 26, at the Trinity Catholic Church. Lito-
mysl is located about five miles southeast of 
Owatonna.

His research including contact with the 
Czech Embassy in Washington, D.C., has 
proven his theory of why early English 
speaking settlers in Steele County came up 
with the term “filled biscuit.” This is a term 
that has been passed down for generations in 
Steele County.

The early English speaking settlers were 
offered Buchty by Czech settlers and they 

saw something resembling a “biscuit,” but it 
had a filling and was more of a sweet dough 
than a regular biscuit.

Wencl said Czechs still bake Buchty in 
the Dolni Dobrouc area the traditional way 
Czech settlers did long ago in this area.

Buchty are still baked in the old way and 
completely closed, said an acquaintance of 
Wencl’s, Jaroslav Jansa of Dolni Dobrouc. 
Jansa writes: “The filling is not visible! After 
baking, the Buchty (plural) are placed bot-
toms up and then are sprinkled with sugar.”

Modern day Buchty or “filled biscuits” 
are not fully enclosed as they were in the 
early days in Steele County, dating back to 
the 1850s. As time progressed and more fill-
ings were available, a problem evolved with 
identifying the filling.

There would be a plate full of Buchty and 
no one had an idea which Buchta (singular) 
had poppy seed filling and which had apricot 
filling. There are many flavors now avail-
able, Wencl said.

Wencl enjoys the “filled biscuit” and said 
he likely will attend the Litomysl Summer 
Festival next Sunday. He points out, how-
ever, that the filled biscuits have changed 
over 150 years and today’s “filled biscuit” 
is a hybrid. “It’s like a mule; it’s not a horse 
and it’s not a donkey,” Wencl said.

Wencl first contacted the Embassy of 
the Czech and Slovak Federal Republic in 
Washington, D.C., in 1990. Wencl sent his 
definitions of typical Czech meals and sent 
Third Secretary Vladimir Styblo a map of 

where Litomysl is located.
The Czech representative and Wencl 

later spoke via telephone about genealogy 
and Wencl popped  the question: “Why do 
people in my county call Buchty ‘filled 
biscuits?’” 

Styblo agreed with Wencl’s conclusion 
that modern day Buchty is none other than 
a “filled biscuit” because it is not turned 
bottoms up. Styblo then kindly sent Wencl 
a Buchta recipe in Czech. In the recipe, 
there is a note that says: “After cooling, 
we turn them bottoms up and then sugar 
them.” This process was abandoned with 
bakers leaving the pastry open to tell what 
filling was inside.

Wencl’s interest in history is not rel-
egated to just “filled biscuits.” He loves 
military history and recently delivered a 
lengthy, well-prepared history by him of 
the Vietnam War at a special welcome 
home program for area Vietnam veterans 
two months ago.

Wencl has also taught Czech classes and 
says humbly, “I muddle through it.” He 
has visited his home country four times. 
While in the U.S. Army, Wencl served as a 
translator. Wencl is a longtime Owatonna 
Tool Company employee of 22 years.

Go to the Blooming Prairie Library and 
find a book entitled “We Lack for Nothing 
Now -- The Czech Settlement of Steele 
County” and learn that Wencl was a con-
tributor in research for the book written 
by Michael Wolesky.

Submitted photo
Brick-Meger Funeral Home donated $500 to the 2016 Patriot 
Skies fireworks display in Owatonna. Pictured left to right are: 
Mike Meger and Glen Meger of Brick–Meger Funeral Home 
presenting the check to Mark Krug, president of the Early Edition 
Rotary Club and John Havelka, chairman of the Patriot Skies 
Fireworks for the club.

Funeral home donates 
to Fourth fireworks fund

A Fourth of July celebration at a local funeral home has resulted in 
a bang, at least when it comes to donating to the community.

Brick-Meger Funeral Home of Owatonna donated $500 for the 
2016 Patriot Skies fireworks display. The proceeds came from dona-
tions from this year’s Fourth of July barbeque at the funeral home as 
well as a contribution from the business. 

The Independence Day pre-fireworks celebration hosted by Brick-
Meger featured music by the Scottie Miller Band, pulled pork sand-
wiches, watermelon and 1919 Root Beer donated by Firehouse Li-
quors.  Thanks to Fareway Foods for discounted pricing on buns and 
Benny Boys Catering of Medford for the excellent job of barbequing 
the pork.

Mike Meger, mortician with Brick – Meger, commented, “We 
look forward each year to this community event, and want to thank 
our friends who come out and help with serving, clean up and all the 
other work it takes to pull off this celebration.”

FAIR TALK
Continued from Page 1C



By ALAN VAN ORMER
Managing Editor

For the farming communities, 
the major disappointment is that 
the Minnesota State Legislature 
has provided no tax relief during 
the most recent session.

“In the farm country, every-
body we talked to said farm tax-
es have been going up expedi-
ently,” said Minnesota Farmers 
Union President Doug Peterson. 
“We didn’t get a tax cut. That is 
the disappointment. There was 
talk of relief for farmers, but no 
action was taken.”

Peterson said the bottom line 
is we didn’t get a property tax 
cut even though at the start of 

the legislative session there was 
$2 billion in surplus.

Minnesota Farm Bureau 
President Kevin Paap added the 
legislature did nothing on tax re-
lief and decided to put it into the 
next session. 

“That is hard in these com-
munities where ag is a big part 
of the tax base,” he said. “Farm-
ers are paying 10 to 20 times 
more for those new schools. We 
need to recognize that it is a sig-
nificant cost to ag. How can we 
work through that?”

Peterson was also disappoint-
ed that the legislature didn’t 
come through with a transporta-
tion package because of differ-
ences between the two caucuses. 

“Farmers Union needs good 
farm to market roads. It is a 
huge issue for rural people,” 
he said. “Not having a formula 
to increase costs of roads and 
bridges, that was a little bit trou-
blesome.”

Overall, in a press release, the 

Minnesota Farmers Union felt 
there were mixed results for ag-
riculture during the legislative 
session.

“MFU was pleased to see 
many of its top priorities enact-
ed into law this year including 
strong investments in partnering 

with farmers through livestock 
investment grants and value-
added projects, increased fund-
ing for state meat inspections 
and wolf depredation, as well 
as the creation of new incen-
tives for advanced biofuel and 
biochemical projects,” Peterson 
stated in the press release. He 
was also pleased that the legisla-
ture came together to adequately 
address the current of avian in-
fluenza.

For Paap, probably the biggest 
and most important part of the 

legislative session was the help 
everyone provided to deal with 
the avian influenza. “Certainly 
those dollars offset the cost both 
to the Department of Ag and to 
the Board of Animal Health are 
very important,” he said. “They 
did a great job. The availability 
of no interest loans that will help 
them get back on their feet after 
the outbreak.”
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Crop development remained well ahead of the previous year during the week ending July 
19, 2015, according to USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service.  Farmers welcomed 
the week’s rain in spite of accompanying high winds and hail in some areas.  There were a total 
of 4.3 days suitable for fieldwork during the week.  Fieldwork included spraying, scouting for 
aphids and cutting hay.   

Topsoil moisture supplies were rated 0 percent very short, 3 percent short, 87 percent adequate, 
and 10 percent surplus.  Subsoil moisture supplies were rated 0 percent very short, 5 percent 
short, 89 percent adequate, and 6 percent surplus.

Minnesota’s corn acreage advanced to 47 percent silked, nearly a week ahead of last year and 
slightly ahead of the five-year average.  Corn condition improved slightly to 86 percent good to 
excellent.  Seventy-five percent of the soybean crop was blooming or beyond, 8 days ahead of 
average.  With 21 percent of soybeans setting pods, condition rated 79 percent good to excellent.

Minnesota Crop Report is sponsored by

Well Drained Fields Produce Higher Yields...

Now located between Claremont and 
Dodge Center right off of Hwy. 14

Now located between Claremont and 
NEW LOCATION

P.O. Box 205 • Claremont 

 www.hodgmandrainage.com 507.528.2225 

Minnesota Crop Report

Farm leaders: No tax relief for farming community

Call Dallas for all your Drainage Needs!

41

10060 State Hwy. 30
Blooming Prairie • 583-6661

Peterson Paap

Staff photo by Anna Segner

Learning from an Ag Expo 
More than 200 people attended Monday’s Southern Minnesota Land Use Expo north of Blooming 
Prairie. See next week’s issue for more on the Land Use Expo. 

Seeking students for 4-H 
speaking up for animal ag

Applications are being ac-
cepted for college students who 
want to help 4-H members serve 
as spokespersons for animal ag-
riculture during the Minnesota 
State Fair 4-H Livestock En-
campment. 

Interested persons are urged 
to apply for the position of 
Minnesota State Fair 4-H Ani-
mal Science Speaking Up for 
Animal Agriculture Peer Men-
tor. Six positions are available. 
Minnesota 4-H and Minnesota 
Livestock Breeders Association 
sponsor this program. Juanita 
Reed-Boniface serves as project 
manager.

Persons in these positions will 
serve as mentors to selected 4-H 

State Fair livestock exhibitors 
in all species (beef, dairy, sheep, 
swine, goats, poultry and rab-
bits) to encourage, model and 
role-play positive interactions 
with State Fair visitors to live-
stock displays. 

Positions are open to col-
lege students age 18 or over, 
with an interest and/or experi-
ence in 4-H and livestock ex-
hibits. Other qualifications are 
communication, teaching and 
coaching skills, ability to work 
with variety of adults and youth, 
expertise in production, pro-
cessing and promotion of one or 
more animal species and expe-
rience as a livestock exhibitor 
and industry spokesperson. See 

the Minnesota 4-H State Fair 
Employment website for a com-
plete job description or contact 
AgriFolks@gmail.com.

The program will include a 
one-day orientation/training led 
4-H and Midwest Dairy staff on 
Aug. 25, written materials for 
review and coaching and daily 
support by staff during the State 
Fair. 

Deadline for applications is 
Aug.1. Applications will be ac-
cepted until all positions are 
filled. Send completed materials 
to Juanita Reed-Boniface, Proj-
ect Manager, 2462 Lake George 
Dr. N.W. Cedar, MN 55011. For 
more information, contact Agri-
Folks@gmail.com.



Klemmensen receives 
degree
Rachel Klemmensen of 

Blooming Prairie received her 
Bachelor of Science, Business 
Administration degree during 
spring commencement at the 

University of Wisconsin-River 
Falls. Nelson named to 

Dean’s List
Brenna Leigh Nelson, Let-

ters & Science Undergrad, was 
named to the Dean’s List at 
the University of Wisconsin-
Milwaukee for the spring 2015 
semester. UWM is the second 
largest university in the State 
of Wisconsin.

2D • Tuesday, July 21, 2015 • Steele County Times 

Council issues bonds 
for Sixth Street project

News

Exhibitor Information available at A Touch of Charm, Farmers & Merchants Bank, 
The Bakery, US Bank, and Vandals

People’s Choice + Door Prizes will be given

Entries Accepted 8:30 a.m.-10:30 a.m. 
Winning Entries Awarded 12 p.m.-12:30 p.m. 

Luncheon 11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. $10 per person 
Card Party 1:00 p.m.

Class 1:  Gladiolus, single spike display
Class 2:  Rose display, one specimen
Class 3:  Garden Flowers: Annuals Lot  

a) Snapdragon, 3 spikes; b) Zinnia, 1 
variety 3 stems; c) Petunia, 1 variety 3 
sprays; d) Marigold, 3 blooms; e) Aster, 
3 blooms; f ) Dahlia **New Lot g) 
Other

Class 4:  Garden Flowers: Perennials Lot.  
a) Black-eyed Susan, 1 stem; b) Daisy, 3 
stems, any variety; c) Coneflower, 1 stem; 
d) Hosta, 1 leaf; e)Hydrangea, 1 stem with 
leaves; f ) Lily; g) Other

Class 5:  Arrangements/Centerpiece Lot 
- your choice of container: a) Mini 
Arrangement; b) Rose Arrangement; 
c) Mixed Arrangement; d) Wildflower 
Arrangement; e) Other

Class 6: House Plants
Class 7: Outdoor Potted Plants   

a) Single specimen; b) Mixed 
specimen

Class 8: Succulent Plants 
NEW: Class 9: Junior Division: Grand 
Champion and  
Reserve Champion will be awarded

Classes: 

1. Open to the Public - Adults and      
     Children
2. Unlimited Entries Per Person-Per  
     Lot
3. Exhibitors must provide own       
     container.
          Legion is not responsible for    
          loss or breakage.
4.  Annual Flower Rule: Stem below 

waterline must be free of leaves. 

Stems should be uniform in 
length

5. All specimens must be removed     
     by 4 p.m.
6.  Cash Prize and Gift for Grand 

Champion, Reserve Champion, 
& First Premium in each lot. 
Ribbons displayed for 2nd and 3rd 
premium.

American Legion Auxiliary is sponsoring

FLOWER SHOW & LUNCHEON
Thursday, July 30, 2015 

at Servicemen’s Club in Blooming Prairie
Exhibitor Entry Information

Contact Persons: Martha Walters 507-583-7568 
Gloria Trom 507-567-2355

Prizes DonateD by american Legion auxiLiary, a touch of charm, hiLLtoP 
greenhouse, austin suPerfresh, frank & tom’s, & beeDe aPartments,  

b-z harDware, turtLe creek nursery, hyVee - austin

By LAURA BERNDT
News Editor 

Projects and construction-re-
lated items were on the minds of 
the Blooming Prairie City Coun-
cil during the July 13 meeting at 
City Hall. 

Prior to the regularly sched-
uled Council meeting, a pub-
lic hearing took place for the 
Sixth Street North West Street 
and Utility project. As part of 
the hearing, City Administrator 
Michael Jones provided a proj-
ect overview. Jones explained 
that this project has “been on the 
books for a few years” and it is a 
unique project due to its location 
in a residential area. 

The project will include a 
water main and sanitary sewer 
extensions, a storm sewer sys-
tem and pond construction. “So 
we don’t have backyard flood-
ing, the plans are to put in a 
swell, which will deposit into a 
very large, substantial retention 
pond,” said Jones. This project 
will also include be a smaller re-
tention pond. 

The developer, said Jones, 
is hoping to build a minimum 
of 12 homes and has signed an 
agreement to pay $25,000 per 
lot.  After adjourning the pub-
lic hearing, the regular Council 
meeting began. 

First up on the regular busi-
ness agenda was a resolution 
ordering improvements for the 
Sixth Street North West Street 
and Utility project. State Statue, 
said Jones, requires that this res-
olution be adopted prior to bond 
issuance. After adopting the res-
olution, Council then heard from 
Jessica Green, of Northland Se-
curities, regarding the bond in-
formation and assessments. 

Jones explained that this bond 
would be issued to fund the de-
velopment project. As stated in 
the resolution, the bonds will be 
repaid with special assessment 
collection and city levy. Jones, 
however, added that a very small 
portion of this project should 
be funded with levy dollars, as 
other costs will be covered by 
revenue funds. “In reality, the 
tax levy should not go up,” said 
Jones. “It should all come from 

revenue.” 
In other business, Council 

also approved a final pay request 
of $5,702 for an additional por-
tion of the Fourth Street South-
east Extension Project. 

Jones explained that the Min-
nesota Department of Transpor-
tation (MnDOT) had added con-
ditions to the permit, requiring 
more shoulder, after the original 
project’s bidding process had 
already begun. The City pro-
vided some of the necessary 
equipment for the project, and 
Stantec’s Joe Palen completed 
some of the additional work at a 
reduced rate. In addition, Coun-
cil approved payment to Mohs 
Contracting for its final work on 
the new ambulance facility, to-
taling $5,867.20 and the retain-
age of $38,468.70.    

Council also approved an as-
sortment of special requests, 
including three permits to con-
sume liquor in the park for three 
separate celebrations. They also 
approved a request to close Sec-
ond Avenue Northeast between 
Main Street and First Street to 
hold a cancer research benefit 
auction on Sept. 11 -12. 

Jones also reported on a num-
ber of items, including the re-
cent Fourth of July celebration. 
“It was a great Fourth of July 
and I hope we can continue it,” 
he said. Jones also noted that, 
with two part-time officers on 
duty, the police department saw 
more activity than usual. 

Council member Mary Kittle-
son also shared that she had at-
tended a meeting with area busi-
ness representatives and citizens 
to discuss potential ways to help 
support downtown businesses 
during the Main Street construc-
tion process. Additional sig-
nage, she said, was identified as 
a strong area of interest for this 
campaign. She inquired if the 
City had any funds that could be 
used for this purpose. Jones said 
that signage had already been 
included in the project cost but, 
that the Chamber’s remaining 
gambling funds could be used 
to supplement the cost, if the 
Chamber was interested in do-
ing so. 

We all have a disconnect with our families at times
It seems that we all have a 

disconnect with our families at 
one time or another.

That definitely happened 
with my brother-in-law Jim, my 
wife’s brother. Following high 
school, he joined the U.S. Navy 
in 1972 and served on the USS 
Sperry for seven years. He then 
was honorably discharged.

Much is missing for family 
members to wonder what hap-
pened with Jim, other than to 
know that he preferred sunny 
California over Minnesota and 
decided to live a loner type life 
in San Diego. He lived nearly 
45 years in San Diego. He died 
on June 26, 2015 at age 62, 
suffering from a multitude of 
ailments.

During his time away from 
family, he dealt with some 
health issues and at times, lived 
on the streets of San Diego.

Jim was a quiet youngster 
and masked that quietness as he 
advanced in age. 

Jim’s father, 89, asked me to 
eulogize Jim at a memorial ser-
vice recently held in Albert Lea, 
at the Leo Carey Post 56 Ameri-
can Legion Club. I choose to 
quote from my eulogy to Jim:

Eulogy to Jim
What do we think of when a 

close family member dies? Our 
thoughts immediately flash back 
to our fond memories of our 
loved one.

Jim’s family has many 
memories left by him but un-
fortunately his memory bank is 
rather limited because he lived 
a “loner” type life in San Diego, 
California after completing 
seven years of military service.

His last trip to Minnesota 

came in 1987 when he came 
back for his grandfather’s 
funeral. Jim didn’t care for the 
cold Minnesota weather and 
instead bragged about the warm 
California climate.

I joined my wife’s family in 
1967 when we were married. 
I remember Jim as a shy but 
knowledgeable young man. He 
was the second oldest child of 
five children and he was not 
afraid to speak his piece on 
national issues. His interest in 
national events was cultivated 
at an early age and continued 
until his last days.

Jim and his younger sister 
graduated from Ellendale High 
School, together in 1972.

Following high school, Jim 
got a bug to join the U.S. Navy. 
This was his life for seven years 
and he enjoyed his time on the 
ship. He managed to broaden 
his horizon by getting to know 
San Diego well and also en-
joyed his Navy time in Hawaii.

I remember Jim’s last visit 
to Minnesota. Following his 
grandfather’s funeral, Jim came 
to our house to attend his neph-
ew Troy’s high school gradu-
ation. We had an in-ground 
swimming pool at the time in 
Forest Lake and Jim thought he 

would show his aquatic skills 
by going to the end of the div-
ing board and hollering to those 
in the pool below: “Watch out, 
here comes Superman.”

Jim was burdened by health 
issues most of his life. As his 
health deteriorated because of 
a couple of strokes, Jim needed 
more personal care.

His last seven years were 
spent with his caring family at 
the Bradley Court Convalescent 
Care Center in El Cajon.

Jim’s father, sisters and I had 
the opportunity to visit Jim at 
Bradley Court just seven days 
before he passed. He was alert 
and knew all of us. Unfortu-
nately, Jim’s strokes had taken 
most of his hearing and his 
speech.

We found out that he loved 
Diet Coke and Dr. Pepper. We 
bought it for him from a vend-
ing machine outside of Jim’s 
room. The administrator of the 
care center also traveled 45 
miles to bring Jim a six-pack of 
Dr. Pepper.

We had the chance finally to 
meet his social services direc-
tor. Family had spoken with 
her many times to keep tabs 
on Jim. Much of that connec-
tion was strengthened by a 
younger brother’s constant link 
to Bradley Court. He called Jim 
often, sent him correspondence 
and made many of his health 
decisions, after consulting with 
other family members.

The social services director 
tells us that Jim had a GREAT 
day on his last day. He ate three 
meals, drank Coca Cola, smiled 
and gave his caregivers the 
“thumbs up.” Hospice in his last 
days made Jim comfortable.

Jim is remembered for being 
joyful and generally, happy. 
He took life as it came and 
made the best of things. He was 
always talking about family, 
his social services director said. 
Jim was well-read, intelligent 
and liked politics. He shared 
everything with others, includ-
ing his high school yearbook 
and family mail.

Jim donated to Stand Up 
for Cancer because he knew 
a friend was fighting breast 
cancer. “He was very caring and 
wanting to do good for others,” 
his social services director said 
in sharing her remembrances 
of Jim.

Jim had a keen sense of 
humor, and loved to laugh, even 
about himself. Jim called family 
from time to time years ago and 
he had some good conversa-
tions with our daughter Tammi. 
They would talk for hours at 
a time. She would laugh and 
laugh at Jim’s antics. He would 
tell her that he was staging 
cockroach races. In his room, 
he would turn on the light and 
watch the tiny insects go toward 
the wall. He also told her that 
he fell out of bed one day due to 
a small earth quake. 

Jim could really navigate 
well in a wheel chair. He was in 
tune with what staff wanted and 
was very aware of who his care 
givers were. They liked Jim and 
told us during our visit that he 
was one of their favorites.

Others, family and friends of 
Jim, will have memories, too, 
and will cling to those in paying 
tribute and remembering Jim.

Refl ections. . . 

Howard Lestrud

and 
How

Honor roll
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Fall happenings at Owatonna Park and Recreation
Parks and Recreation registra-

tion for fall adult sports has just 
been completed. If you would still 
like to get either a kickball or soft-
ball team entered please call our 
office on Monday, July 27 at 444-
4321. 

Fall kickball this year will con-
sist of co-rec leagues playing on 
either Monday, Tuesday, Wednes-
day, or Thursday nights.  Fall soft-
ball men’s leagues will play on 
Wednesdays or Thursdays and co-
rec will play on Tuesdays.

If you missed out on these fall 
recreational opportunities, there 
are some winter opportunities.  
Adult Volleyball will start in late 
September, with men’s and wom-
en’s leagues on Wednesdays and 
Co-rec leagues on Mondays.

We also have an option for low 
co-rec and women’s league on 
Thursdays.  Registration materials 
are available at Parks and Recre-
ation office; the deadline to regis-
ter a fall/winter volleyball team is 
Sept. 8.     

Registration for fall youth ac-
tivities begins July 29. Youth foot-
ball, volleyball and swimming les-
sons will begin in late August and 
early September.  

The football program consist of 
mini husky pup football for first 
and second graders, mighty husky 
tackle football for third and fourth 
graders and junior husky tackle 
football for fifth and sixth graders.

For Volleyball the offerings are 
third and fourth grade and fifth and 
sixth grade volleyball programs. 
The kickoff for the football third 
through sixth grade program will 
be held on Thursday, Aug. 13, 
from 5:45-7:15 p.m. at the OHS 
football field. 

The kickoff for volleyball will 
be Wednesday, Sept. 2, from 7 to 
8 p.m. at the OHS gym.  At these 
kickoffs each sport will have a 
clinic conducted by the varsity 
coaches and players. Players will 
meet their coaches and receive 
schedules and a shirt/jersey for the 
upcoming season.  

I would like to thank Jeff Wil-
liams, Jason Kaytor, their coach-
ing staffs and players for making 
these clinics such a success.  

The deadline to register without 
a late fee is Aug. 5 for the volley-
ball and football programs.

For your convenience we will be 
at the Owatonna Huskies Football 
Camp on Aug. 5  from 5 to 8 p.m. 
to register for our fall football pro-
gram.

Also, Parks and Recreation 
Youth Hockey registration will 
be held late August at the Four 
Seasons Centre from 5:30-7 p.m.  
Watch our website for further de-
tails on Hockey registration.

Finally, for fall, we have swim-
ming lessons which are slated to 
begin in early October.  For classes 
and private lessons offered for fall 

visit our website for a list of times 
and levels offered.  

I would like to thank some indi-
viduals, staff and companies that 
have done an excellent job this 
summer providing programs and 
services to our youth of Owatonna. 

First, thank you to all the vol-
unteer coaches for t-ball, squirt, 
Lightening fast pitch, and little 
league baseball for your hard work 
and dedication that made the sum-
mer Parks and Recreation pro-
grams such a success.  

Secondly, Parks and Recreation 
summer staff and aquatics staff, 
thank you for providing excellent 
programs and services to the youth 
of Owatonna. Your patience, dedi-
cation, and efforts do not go unno-
ticed.  

Finally, the sponsors, which 
gave money for the baseball/fast 
pitch uniforms, t-shirt program 
and sponsorship for adult softball, 
your contributions are vastly ap-
preciated by many.  It is a team ef-
fort and we appreciate your part in 
making Owatonna such a special 
place.

We have a new exciting program 
coming back from the future with 
the arrival of the Aviation camp! 

Registration is currently open 
for these camps.  Aviation Discov-
ery will be held Aug.10  from 8:30 
a.m. to 11:30 a.m. at Owatonna 
Regional Airport and the cost is 
$8. 

 This half day aviation experi-
ence is for those that have com-
pleted first through third grades 
and will give your child an intro-
duction to wonders of flight.  Your 
child will have an opportunity to 
learn about model building through 
the construction of a simple Styro-
foam airplane.  Other hands on ac-
tivities will include learning about 
the parts of the airplane and how 
they fly.  

Our second aviation camp is 
Aviation Exploration which will 
be held Aug. 11 to 13 from 8:30 
a.m. to 11:30 a.m. also at Owaton-
na Regional Airport. The cost for 
this camp is $25. 

This exciting and educa-
tional aviation experience is for 
those that have completed fourth 
through seventh grades and will 
introduce your child to wonders of 
flight through a variety of hands on 
activities. 

Your child will learn about vari-
ous types of aviation, aircraft and 
flight.  This camp will provide 
children the opportunity to build 
and fly a balsa wood model.  

Parents must provide transpor-
tation to and from the aviation 
camps.  Camps will be held rain or 
shine.  

For other new and exciting fall 
programs check our website at 
www.ci.owatonna.mn.us/parksan-
drecreation.  Wishing everyone a 
fun and safe Fall season!

Artists invited to participate in 
county fair’s fine arts competition

Area artists are encouraged to participate in the 
Fine Arts division of the

2015 Mower County Fair. This competition is 
open to all residents from Mower County and sur-
rounding area, ages 16 years and older. New artists 
are always welcome.

The pre-registration deadline is Saturday, Aug. 
1. The fair premium book is exclusively on line 
and can be found on the fair’s website, www.mow-
ercountyfair.com.  Information for the Fine Arts 
(Dept. P) and entry forms can be found on the web-
site. Printed forms and information can be requested 
at the fair office. There is no entry fee.

All entries must be brought to the Creative Arts 
Building 3-6 p.m., Aug. 4.  The judging will take 
place on Aug. 5.

No artwork will be accepted which cannot be dis-
played for the duration of the fair, which runs from 
Aug. 11-16.  All artwork must be picked up between 
the hours of 6-7 p.m., Aug. 16, the last day of the 
fair.

Limitations and preparation: Up to four original 
works per artist. Each must be labeled on the back 
with the Title, Name of artist, Address and Phone 
Number.

All pictures must be framed and ready to hang 
with a wire support on the back.

Mediums:  Watercolor, Acrylic, Oil, Drawings 
and Pastels.

Three Divisions:  Professional, Pro-Amateur and 
Amateur.

Premiums:  First, Second and Third monetary 
prizes in each division.

For more information, please contact the Fine 
Arts superintendent, William Olson, at (507) 413-
2835 or olsonwilliam@hotmail.com.
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Estate

Legals
Foreclosure

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION OF 
THE DEBT AND IDENTITY OF THE 
ORIGINAL CREDITOR WITHIN 
THE TIME PROVIDED BY LAW IS 
NOT AFFECTED BY THIS ACTION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that 
default has occurred in conditions of 
the following described mortgage:
DATE OF 
MORTGAGE:	 June 30, 2000
MORTGAGOR:	 Ryan R. 
Staska, a single person and 
Katrina J. Olivo, a single person.
MORTGAGEE:		
Sterling State Bank, Corporation.
DATE AND PLACE OF 
RECORDING:	  Recorded 
July 13, 2000 Steele County 
Recorder, Document No. A283439.
ASSIGNMENTS OF MORTGAGE:   
Assigned to:  Minnesota Housing 
Finance Agency.  Dated June 30, 
2000 Recorded July 13, 2000, 
as Document No. A283440.                
TRANSACTION AGENT:  NONE
TRANSACTION AGENT’S 
MORTGAGE IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER ON MORTGAGE:  NONE
LENDER OR BROKER AND 
MORTGAGE ORIGINATOR 
STATED ON MORTGAGE:  
Sterling State Bank, Corporation
RESIDENTIAL MORTGAGE 
SERVICER:  U.S. Bank 
National Association
MORTGAGED PROPERTY 
ADDRESS:  209 3rd Street Southeast, 
Blooming Prairie, MN 55917
TAX PARCEL I.D. #:  14-
106-0303 and 14-106-0304
LEGAL DESCRIPTION
 OF PROPERTY:
See attached legal description
COMMENCING AT A POINT 66 
FEET SOUTH OF THE SOUTHWEST 
CORNER OF LOT 9, BLOCK 
2, BRAINERD AND OLSON’S 
ADDITION TO THE VILLAGE (NOW 
CITY) OF BLOOMING PRAIRIE. 
THENCE SOUTH 150 FEET. 
THENCE EAST 50 FEET, THENCE 
NORTH 150 FEET TO THE THIRD 
STREET (FORMERLY SEVENTH 
STREET), THENCE WEST TO THE 
POINT OF BEGINNING, (BEING 
IN BLOCK 3, BRAINERD AND 
OLSON’S ADDITION AND IN 
SECTIONS 25 AND 36, TOWNSHIP 
105 NORTH, RANGE 19 WEST,) 
AND COMMENCING AT A POINT 66 
FEET SOUTH AND 50 FEET EAST 
OF THE SOUTHWEST CORNER 
OF LOT 9, BLOCK 2, BRAINERD 
AND OLSON’S ADDITION TO 
THE VILLAGE (NOW CITY) OF 
BLOOMING PRAIRIE, STEELE 
COUNTY, MINNESOTA, THENCE 
SOUTH 150 FEET, THENCE EAST 
25 FEET, THENCE NORTH 150 FEET 
TO THE THIRD STREET (FORMERLY 
SEVENTH STREET), THENCE WEST 
TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING 
(BEING IN BLOCK 3, BRAINERD 
AND OLSON’S ADDITION AND IN 
SECTION 25 AND 36, TOWNSHIP 
105 NORTH, RANGE 19 WEST.)
COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY 
IS LOCATED: Steele ORIGINAL 
PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF 
MORTGAGE: $74,970.00
AMOUNT DUE AND CLAIMED TO 
BE DUE AS OF DATE OF NOTICE, 
INCLUDING TAXES, IF ANY, PAID 
BY MORTGAGEE:	 $ 5 8 , 6 0 2 . 0 9
 That prior to the commencement 
of this mortgage foreclosure 
proceeding Mortgagee/Assignee of 
Mortgagee complied with all notice 
requirements as required by statute; 
That no action or proceeding has 
been instituted at law or otherwise 
to recover the debt secured by 
said mortgage, or any part thereof;
PURSUANT to the power of sale 
contained in said mortgage, the above 
described property will be sold by 
the Sheriff of said county as follows:
DATE AND TIME OF SALE: 
August 7, 2015 at 10:00 AM
PLACE OF SALE:	 Steele County 
Sheriff’s Office, Law Enforcement 
Center, 204 Pearl Street East, 
Owatonna, MN to pay the debt 
then secured by said Mortgage, 
and taxes, if any, on said premises, 
and the costs and disbursements, 
including attorneys’ fees allowed 
by law subject to redemption 
within    six (6) months from the date 
of said sale by the mortgagor(s), 
their personal representatives or 
assigns unless reduced to Five (5) 
weeks under MN Stat. §580.07.
TIME AND DATE TO VACATE 
PROPERTY: If the real estate is 
an owner-occupied, single-family 
dwelling, unless otherwise provided 
by law, the date on or before which 
the mortgagor(s) must vacate the 
property if the mortgage is not 
reinstated under section 580.30 
or the property is not redeemed 
under section 580.23 is 11:59 p.m. 
on February 8, 2016 unless that 
date falls on a weekend  or legal 
holiday, in which case it is the next 
weekday, and unless the redemption 
period is reduced to 5 weeks under 
MN Stat. Secs. 580.07 or 582.032.

MORTGAGOR(S) RELEASED 
FROM FINANCIAL OBLIGATION 
ON MORTGAGE:None
“THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY 
THE MORTGAGOR, THE 
MORTGAGOR’S PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES OR ASSIGNS, 
MAY BE REDUCED TO FIVE WEEKS 

IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS ENTERED 
UNDER MINNESOTA STATUTES, 
SECTION 582.032, DETERMINING, 
AMONG OTHER THINGS, THAT 
THE MORTGAGED PREMISES ARE 
IMPROVED WITH A RESIDENTIAL 
DWELLING OF LESS THAN FIVE 
UNITS, ARE NOT PROPERTY USED 
IN AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION, 
AND ARE ABANDONED.”

	 Dated: June 2, 2015

Minnesota Housing Finance Agency 
400 N. Sibley Street
St. Paul, MN 55101

Mortgagee/Assignee of Mortgagee
Sterling State  

Bank, Corporation

USSET, WEINGARDEN AND LIEBO, 
P.L.L.P.

Attorneys for Mortgagee/Assignee 
of Mortgagee

4500 Park Glen Road #300
Minneapolis, MN 55416

(952) 925-6888
135 - 15-004191 FC

THIS IS A COMMUNICATION 
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR.

6/23, 6/30, 7/7 
 7/14,  7/21, 7/28

Foreclosure

Foreclosure

15-100509

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION OF 
THE DEBT AND IDENTITY OF THE 
ORIGINAL CREDITOR WITHIN 
THE TIME PROVIDED BY LAW IS 
NOT AFFECTED BY THIS ACTION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that 
default has occurred in the conditions 
of the following described mortgage:
DATE OF MORTGAGE:  April 8, 2003
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL AMOUNT 
OF MORTGAGE:  $175,750.00
MORTGAGOR(S):  Timothy 
A. Rogers and Karen J. 
Rogers, husband and wife
MORTGAGEE:  Wells Fargo 
Home Mortgage, Inc.
LENDER OR BROKER AND 
MORTGAGE ORIGINATOR 
STATED ON THE MORTGAGE:  
Wells Fargo Home Mortgage, Inc.
SERVICER:  Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.
DATE AND PLACE OF FILING: Filed 
April 9, 2003, Steele County Recorder, 
as Document Number A 309242  
LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
OF PROPERTY:
The South 240 feet of the East 
1263.67 feet of the Southeast Quarter 
of Southeast Quarter of Section 
11, Township 107 North, Range 
21 West, containing 6.96 acres
PROPERTY ADDRESS:  5300 SW 
8Th St, Owatonna, MN 55060
PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER:  09-011-2201
COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY 
IS LOCATED:  Steele
THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO BE 
DUE ON THE MORTGAGE ON THE 
DATE OF THE NOTICE:  $140,738.10
THAT all pre-foreclosure 
requirements have been complied 
with; that no action or proceeding has 
been instituted at law or otherwise 
to recover the debt secured by 
said mortgage, or any part thereof;

PURSUANT, to the power of sale 
contained in said mortgage, the above 
described property will be sold by 
the Sheriff of said county as follows:
DATE AND TIME OF SALE:  
July 31, 2015, 10:00am
PLACE OF SALE:  Sheriff’s Main 
Office, Law Enforcement Center, 
204 Pearl Street East, Owatonna, 
MN 55060 to pay the debt secured 
by said mortgage and taxes, if any, 
on said premises and the costs 
and disbursements, including 
attorneys fees allowed by law, 
subject to redemption within 6 
months from the date of said sale 
by the mortgagor(s) the personal 
representatives or assigns.

TIME AND DATE TO VACATE 
PROPERTY:  If the real estate 
is an owner-occupied, single-
family dwelling, unless otherwise 
provided by law, the date on or 
before which the mortgagor(s) 
must vacate the property, if the 
mortgage is not reinstated under 
section 580.30 or the property 
is not redeemed under section 
580.23, is 11:59 p.m. on January 
31, 2016, or the next business 
day if January 31, 2016 falls on a 
Saturday, Sunday or legal holiday.

“THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY 
THE MORTGAGOR, THE 
MORTGAGOR’S PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES OR ASSIGNS, 
MAY BE REDUCED TO FIVE WEEKS 
IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS ENTERED 
UNDER MINNESOTA STATUTES 
SECTION 582.032 DETERMINING, 
AMONG OTHER THINGS, THAT 
THE MORTGAGED PREMISES ARE 
IMPROVED WITH A RESIDENTIAL 
DWELLING OF LESS THAN 5 UNITS, 
ARE NOT PROPERTY USED FOR 
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION, 
AND ARE ABANDONED.

Dated: June 2, 2015

Wells Fargo Bank, NA, successor 
by merger to Wells Fargo Home 

Mortgage, Inc.

Mortgagee  

SHAPIRO & ZIELKE, LLP

BY  
___________________________

Lawrence P. Zielke - 152559
Diane F. Mach - 273788

Melissa L. B. Porter - 0337778
Randolph W. Dawdy - 2160X

Gary J. Evers - 0134764
Tracy J. Halliday - 034610X

Attorneys for Mortgagee
12550 West Frontage Road, Ste. 

200
Burnsville, MN 55337

(952) 831-4060
 

THIS IS A COMMUNICATION 
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR

6/16, 6/23, 6/30 
 7/7, 7/14, 7/21

STATE OF MINNESOTA

THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
DISTRICT COURT 

PROBATE DIVISION 

COUNTY OF STEELE
	

Court File No 74-PR-15-1234

NOTICE OF AND ORDER FOR 
HEARING ON PETITION FOR 
FORMAL PROBATE OF LOST 

WILL AND APPOINTMENT OF 
PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE 
AND NOTICE TO CREDITORS

In Re: Estate of  
     Dayna Halbert-Wiese, Also     	
     Known as Dayna Halbert and 	
     Dayna J. Halbert, 		
  	                Decedent	

It is Ordered and Notice is 
given that on August 18, 2015, at 
10:45 a.m., a hearing will be held 
in this Court at the Steele County 
Courthouse, 111 East Main Street, 
Owatonna, Minnesota 55060, for 
the formal probate of an instrument 
purporting to be a copy of the 
decedent’s Will dated May 6, 
2011 and for the appointment of 
Jacob Halbert, whose address is 
14630 Shannon Parkway, #305, 
Rosemount, Minnesota 55068, 
as personal representative of 
the estate of the decedent in an 
UNSUPERVISED administration. 
Any objections to the petition must 
be raised at the hearing or filed with 
the Court prior to the hearing. If the 
petition is proper and no objections 
are filed or raised, the personal 
representative will be appointed 
with full power to administer the 
estate, including the power to 
collect all assets; to pay all legal 
debts, claims, taxes, and expenses; 
sell real and personal property; 
and to do all necessary acts for the 
estate.

Notice is also given that, subject 
to Minn. Stat. § 524.3-801, all 
creditors having claims against the 
decedent’s estate are required to 
present the claims to the personal 
representative or to the Court within 
four (4) months after the date of this 
notice or the claims will be barred.

Dated: 
2015.07.15

	 BY THE COURT

Karen R. Duncan
Judge of District Court

Sonia Kocher
Court Administrator

Allison J. Frasier (MN# 0387756)
Maser, Amundson, Boggio & 

Hendricks, P.A.
6601 Lyndale Avenue South

Suite 320
Richfield, Minnesota 55423
Telephone: (952) 925-4147

FAX: (952) 925-1926

7/21, 7/28

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION OF 
THE DEBT AND IDENTITY OF THE 
ORIGINAL CREDITOR WITHIN 
THE TIME PROVIDED BY LAW IS 
NOT AFFECTED BY THIS ACTION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that 
default has occurred in conditions 
of the following described mortgage:
DATE OF MORTGAGE: July 27, 2009
MORTGAGOR: Margaret 
D. Howe, a single woman.
MORTGAGEE:		
Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc..
DATE AND PLACE OF 
RECORDING: Recorded July 28, 
2009 Steele County Recorder, 
Document No. A000365602.
ASSIGNMENTS OF MORTGAGE:   
Assigned to:  JPMorgan Chase 
Bank, National Association.  
Dated February 5, 2015 
Recorded February 12, 2015, 
as Document No. A000400743.                
TRANSACTION AGENT:  Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.
TRANSACTION AGENT’S 
MORTGAGE IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER ON MORTGAGE:  
1 0 0 1 9 9 6 0 0 0 1 2 3 6 9 4 5 6
LENDER OR BROKER AND 
MORTGAGE ORIGINATOR 
STATED ON MORTGAGE:  
Advisors Mortgage, LLC
RESIDENTIAL MORTGAGE 
SERVICER:  JPMorgan Chase 

STEELE COUNTY  
PLANNING COMMISSION

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN: That on Monday, August 3rd, 2015 
starting at 7:30 pm., the Steele County Planning Commission will hold 
Public Hearings in the Commissioner’s Room of the Steele County 
Administration Center, 630 Florence Avenue, Owatonna, MN, to 
receive comments on the following permit applications. 

Chris Snow has requested to operate a classic car restoration and 
sales business at 4318 North County Road 45 in Section 29 of Clinton 
Falls Township on property owned by Lois Johnson.  

Dave Arndt has requested to renew Interim Use Permit #2010-
01 allowing the mining of sand and gravel in the NE ¼ of the SE ¼, 
Section 3, Havana Township.
All persons interested are invited to attend said hearings and be heard 
on these matters.
    
						             

Dale Oolman
Steele County Zoning Director

630 Florence Ave.  P.O. Box 890
Owatonna, MN 55060

(507) 444-7482

7/21

Steele County Emergency Session Synopsis for 6/25/2015
Complete minutes can be viewed on the Steele County Website.

1. Ebeling/Schultz to approve the Steele County Communities for a 
Lifetime, Inc. proposed Forbearance Agreement Terms as Presented.  
Ayes all.
2. Brady/Ebeling to adjourn at 5:29 p.m.  Ayes all.  

7/21

Steele County Commissioner’s Synopsis for 6/23/2015
Complete minutes can be viewed on the Steele County Website.

Meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. Pledge of Allegiance was 
recited. 
1. Glynn/Ebeling to approve the agenda.  Ayes all.
2. Schultz/Brady to approve the Board Minutes of June 9, 2015 and 
June 16, 2015.  Ayes all.
3. Ebeling/Glynn to approve the Temporary On-Sale Liquor License for 
the Knights of Columbus a renewal of Consumption & Display Permit 
for Blooming Prairie Country Club and the 3.2 Beer License’s for the 
Blooming Prairie Country Club and Finch’s Pub.  Ayes all.
4. Schultz/Glynn to approve the personnel actions.  Ayes all.
5. Glynn/Ebeling to accept the low bid for the Replacement Tank 
Project to Borneke Construction in the amount of $375,900.  Ayes all.
6. Schultz/Brady to approve the “As-Is” Purchase Agreement with 
Steele County Agricultural Society/Fair Board for a purchase of an HP 
Compaq Computer.  Ayes all.
7. Ebeling/Schultz to appoint Tim Schammel Interim Director of 
Probation Services effective August 10, 2015.  Ayes all.
8. Glynn/Ebeling to approve the recruitment of a Probation Officer to fill 
the position held by Tim Schammel.  Ayes all.
9. Schultz/Glynn to approve appointment of a Lead Worker Probation 
Officer contingent on the continuation of the Agreement with Waseca 
County.  Ayes all.
10. Ebeling/Glynn to authorize to fill the vacant position for a 
Maintenance Technician in the Highway Department.  Ayes all.
11. Ebeling/Glynn to approve the updated Executive Assistant job 
description in the Administrators office and authorize to recruit.  Ayes 
all.
12. Glynn/Schultz to recommend filling the vacated SCHA Community 
Well Team Social Work Position.  Ayes all.
13. Glynn/Brady to approve the locker room remodel at the 4 Seasons 
Centre and the Agreement with ISD 761 Ice contract.  Ayes all.
14. Ebeling/Brady to authorize the Board Chair and County 
Administrator to sign the Memorandum of Understandings for the 
Pictometry Funding.  Ayes all.
15. Schultz/Glynn to authorize the Planning and Zoning Director to sign 
the 2nd Sewer Project Addendum to the Agreement between Steele 
County and Wenck Associates for consultant work for Pratt.  Ayes all.
16. The Board met as the Board of Appeal & Equalization at 7:15 p.m.
17. The Board reconvened the Regular meeting at 7:20 p.m.
18. Brady/Ebeling to award the quote for the Bixby Septic Weed 
Control to Wolff & Sons in the amount of $550.  Ayes all.
19. Schultz/Glynn to approve the out of state travel request for Jen 
Pfeifer to attend a five day training program in Colorado for “Train the 
Trainer”.  Ayes all.
20. Ebeling/Schultz to approve the Department of Corrections 
Agreement with the State of Minnesota for housing of Inmates.  Ayes 
all.
21. Glynn/Schultz to approve the GED Testing Center Contract with 
Pearson.  Ayes all.
22. Brady/Ebeling to approve the Agreement to provide Adult Basic 
Education Consulting Services between Steele County Detention 
Center and Roger Krause.  Ayes all.
23. Schultz/Glynn to approve the out of state travel for Ron Hammann 
and Cathy Piepho for the TurnKey Corrections Annual User Conference 
on July 23rd in River Falls, WI.  Ayes all.
24. Schultz/Ebeling to approve the Radiological Emergency 
Preparedness Grant Agreement with the Minnesota Department 
of Public Safety Homeland Security and Emergency Management 
Division.  Ayes all.  
25. Ebeling/Brady to authorize GAP funding for the Steele-Waseca 
County Drug Court for fiscal year 2016 not to exceed $17,045.23.  
Ayes all.
26. Commissioner Reports:
Huntington reported on her attendance at the SMART Transit Advisory 
Committee, Executive Committee for the SCCL, and the Drug Court 
meeting.
Schultz reported on his attendance at the HRC meeting.
Glynn reported on his attendance at the Blooming Prairie City Council 
and the EMS Joint Powers Board meeting.
Ebeling reported on his attendance at the Law Library meeting.
Brady reported on his attendance at the Somerset Township Monthly 
meeting.
27.Brady/Schultz to approve the following listing of bills.  Ayes all.
							     

LISTING OF BILLS
6/23/2015

30th Place, LLC					     17,240.98
3D Specialties					       4,788.55
A’viands, LLC					     16,189.24
APG Media of Southern Minnesota, LLC			  3,470.51
Jessica Lynn Bendzick				     2,000.00
Brock White Company, LLC				    3,500.01
Businessware Solutions Corporation			    2,111.19
Central Valley Cooperative 				    6,710.58
CliftonLarsonAllen, LLP				    5,600.00
Crane Creek Asphalt				    3,095.23
Cretex Concrete Products Midwest, Inc.			  6,112.20
Erosion Control, Inc.				    2,880.00
Express Services, Inc.				      4,939.50
John Hosfield					     2,153.75
M & W Blacktopping, LLC				    9,075.80
Owatonna Hospital			                        	 2,289.95
Retrofit Companies, Inc.				    3,922.58
Southern MN Construction Co 			   2,307.06
Steele County Capital Account			   2,040.57
Steele County Revenue 				    2,665.16
Steele County Treasurer 				    28,614.25
Stonebrooke Engineering, Inc.			   	 14,151.98
Trane U.S. Inc.					     2,922.50
Turnkey Corrections					    12,355.18
Waste Management of WI-MN			   54,168.80
Zuercher Technologies, LLC				    17,204.25
125 Warrants under $2,000				    52,989.29
	 Total:				                 $285,499.12

28. Glynn/Brady to adjourn to the Call of the Chair at 7:45 p.m.  Ayes 
all.	
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Bank, National Association
MORTGAGED PROPERTY 
ADDRESS:  536 East Main 
Street, Owatonna, MN 55060
TAX PARCEL I.D. #:  17.010.2309
LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
OF PROPERTY:
Commencing 2 rods South and 22 
rods East of the NW corner of SW 
1/4 of SE 1/4 of Section 10-107-
20, running thence South 8 1/2 
rods, thence East 4 rods, thence 
North 8 1/2 rods, thence West 4 
rods to the place of beginning. 
COUNTY IN WHICH 
PROPERTY IS LOCATED: Steele
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL AMOUNT 
OF MORTGAGE: $92,514.00
AMOUNT DUE AND CLAIMED TO 
BE DUE AS OF DATE OF NOTICE, 
INCLUDING TAXES, IF ANY, PAID 
BY MORTGAGEE:	 $ 8 9 , 4 3 1 . 7 9
 That prior to the commencement 
of this mortgage foreclosure 
proceeding Mortgagee/Assignee of 
Mortgagee complied with all notice 
requirements as required by statute; 
That no action or proceeding has 
been instituted at law or otherwise 
to recover the debt secured by 
said mortgage, or any part thereof;
PURSUANT to the power of sale 
contained in said mortgage, the above 
described property will be sold by 
the Sheriff of said county as follows:
DATE AND TIME OF SALE: 
September 17, 2015 at 10:00 AM
PLACE OF SALE:	 S t e e l e 
County Sheriff’s Office, Law 
Enforcement Center, 204 Pearl 
Street East, Owatonna, MN
to pay the debt then secured by 
said Mortgage, and taxes, if any, 
on said premises, and the costs 
and disbursements, including 
attorneys’ fees allowed by law 
subject to redemption within    six 
(6) months from the date of said 
sale by the mortgagor(s), their 
personal representatives or 
assigns unless reduced to Five (5) 
weeks under MN Stat. §580.07.
TIME AND DATE TO VACATE 
PROPERTY: If the real estate is 
an owner-occupied, single-family 
dwelling, unless otherwise provided 
by law, the date on or before which 
the mortgagor(s) must vacate the 
property if the mortgage is not 
reinstated under section 580.30 
or the property is not redeemed 
under section 580.23 is 11:59 p.m. 
on March 17, 2016 unless that 
date falls on a weekend  or legal 
holiday, in which case it is the next 
weekday, and unless the redemption 
period is reduced to 5 weeks under 
MN Stat. Secs. 580.07 or 582.032.
MORTGAGOR(S) RELEASED 
FROM FINANCIAL OBLIGATION 
ON MORTGAGE:None
“THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY 
THE MORTGAGOR, THE 
MORTGAGOR’S PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES OR ASSIGNS, 
MAY BE REDUCED TO FIVE WEEKS 
IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS ENTERED 
UNDER MINNESOTA STATUTES, 
SECTION 582.032, DETERMINING, 
AMONG OTHER THINGS, THAT 
THE MORTGAGED PREMISES ARE 
IMPROVED WITH A RESIDENTIAL 
DWELLING OF LESS THAN FIVE 
UNITS, ARE NOT PROPERTY USED 
IN AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION, 
AND ARE ABANDONED.”

	 Dated: July 14, 2015

JPMorgan Chase Bank,  
National Association

Mortgagee/Assignee of Mortgagee

USSET, WEINGARDEN  
AND LIEBO, P.L.L.P.

Attorneys for Mortgagee/Assignee 
of Mortgagee

4500 Park Glen Road #300
Minneapolis, MN 55416

(952) 925-6888
30 - 15-005113 FC

THIS IS A COMMUNICATION 
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR.

7/21, 7/28, 8/4  
8/11, 8/18, 8/25



2006. After high school, she at-
tended Beloit College in Beloit, 
Wis., where she earned a bach-
elor’s degree in creative writing 
and rhetoric and discourse. She 
also minored in journalism and 
political science. 

While in college, Berndt stud-
ied for one semester at American 
University in Washington, D.C. 
She found that to be an amazing 
experience as she was there dur-
ing the 2008 presidential elec-
tion.

After graduating from col-
lege, Berndt worked in the re-
tail industry for several years 
before landing a job with the St. 
Charles newspaper. “I was look-
ing for something in journalism 
close to home, but that proved to 
be hard to find,” she said. 

Berndt is excited about com-
ing to Blooming Prairie. “I re-
ally enjoy the community and 
I’ve met some very welcoming 
and wonderful people,” she said. 
“The community and staff (at 
the Times) will help me grow as 
a journalist.”

The new editor is impressed 
with what she sees at the Times. 
“I think what the staff is doing 
is great,” Berndt said. “I want 
to continue the great work that 
already has been done. I have a 
lot of passion and dedication to 
devote to this job,” she added.

In her spare time, Berndt en-
joys spending time with family 
and friends, traveling, fishing 
and music. She is newly en-
gaged and plans to get married 
next year.

Eileen Johnson
The Times’ new sales special-

ist for the Owatonna area is Ei-
leen Johnson. Though she has 
no media experience, Johnson 
brings years of sales experience, 
including furniture sales.

“I love to be in the pub-
lic eye,” said Johnson. “I’m a 
strong sales person and I like to 
develop personal relations with 
each and every company that I 
come into contact with.”

Johnson grew up in the Wase-

ca area and moved to California 
for 10 years after high school. 
She moved back to Minnesota 
and raised her children in the 
Owatonna area.  She has two 
adult sons. 

She has worked in the Twin 
Cities in the automotive busi-
ness as well as furniture outlets. 
In addition, she has worked at 
Country Treasures and Nelson’s 
Decorating in Owatonna. 

She is highly motivated to 
succeed in her new role as sales 
specialist with the Times. “I’m 
going to strive to be the best,” 
Johnson said. “I drive hard to 
meet goals,” she added.

Johnson looks forward to es-
tablishing relationships with 
businesses in the Owatonna 
area. “I enjoy Owatonna,” she 
said. “What’s going to spark me 
is to get more involved in the 
community.”

Her hobbies include outdoor 
activities, fishing, camping, 
cooking and painting glass on 
old windows. But she especially 
values time with her family. 
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Classifieds/News

1. Fixed hardware 
memory
  4. Ancient Greek 
physician
  9. US coach Amos 
Alonzo
 14. Before
 15. Hedge
 16. Musical endings
 17. Contrary to
 18. 39th state
 20. In a way, takes away
 22. More uncommon
 23. Hue or shade
 24. Having no moral 
failing
 27. Mauna __, Hawaiian 
volcano
 28. Initials of ALS 
physicist
 29. Soluble ribonucleic 
acid
 30. Smallest American 
sandpiper
 32. Wrote a computer 
program
 36. Silver

 37. A continuous 
portion of a circle
 38. To send forth
 40. Wood sorrel
 41. Curie
 42. Curved sword
 43. Harmon, Wahlberg 
& Antony
 45. Break stone
 48. Doc
 49. A small demon
 50. Split up
 54. Sierra lake
 57. Micronesian 
sailboats
 58. North African desert
 59. Famous persons
 63. A worn out horse
 64. One seeded fruit 
(alt. sp.)
 65. DEA officers
 66. 7th Greek letter
 67. States of repose
 68. Related on the 
mother’s side
 69. Cub Scout group

CLUES ACROSS

CLUES DOWN
  1. Medieval fiddle
  2. W. Bolivian city
  3. Relating to a metal
  4. Sires
  5. Macao monetary units
  6. Roman household god
  7. Sun up in New York
  8. 1st Indian P.M.
  9. Frighten
 10. Keepsakes
 11. Admirer
 12. Handgun (slang)

 13. J. G. Low’s 
organization
 19. Constitution Hall org.
 21. Presently
 24. Smallest speech 
sound
 25. In-between meal
 26. Heroic tales
 28. Healing wound cover
 30. Paper bags
 31. Threefold
 33. River in France

 34. And in Latin
 35. Cup used to serve 
espresso
 39. One thousandth of an 
ampere
 40. Deprived of parents
 44. E. Asian housemaid
 46. Mac, gala and pippin
 47. Mother or father
 51. Dressing gowns
 52. Swiss river
 53. Banteng

 55. Speak
 56. MN 55122
 58. Religious faction
 59. Auto
 60. Supplement with 
difficulty
 61. Browning of the skin
 62. Militant Irish 
organization

WANTED TO RENT 
3 BR house in the country or 
in B.P. Must have full bath and 
1 BR on first floor. Need by 
Aug 1 or sooner.
507-602-0397  
or 507-602-0050

Wanted to Rent

Prairie Manager Needed

                                     Week of July 19, 2015             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

CONTRACT SALESPERSON 
Selling Aerial photography of farms 
on commission basis. $4,225.00 fi rst 
month guarantee. $1,500-$3,000 weekly 
proven earnings. Travel required. More 
info: msphotosd.com or 877/882-3566

LINSMEIER TRUCKING 
A MN based company is now hir-
ing Owner/Operators to pull hop-
per bottom in the upper Midwest. 
Home weekends. Call 320/382-6644

NOW HIRING 
Company OTR drivers. $2,000 sign on 
bonus, fl exible home time, extensive bene-
fi ts. Call now! Hibb’s & Co. 763/389-0610

REGIONAL RUNS AVAILABLE 
Choose the total package: Auto de-
tention pay after 1 HR! Regular, 
frequent home time, top pay ben-
efi ts; Mthly bonuses & more! CDL-
A, 6 mos. Exp. Req’d. EEOE/AAP 
800/867-8172 www.drive4marten.com

SOUTH CENTRAL GRAIN 
and Energy at Fairfax MN is seeking a 
qualifi ed General Manager. This is a multi-
location grain shuttle, feed, energy and 
agronomy cooperative with sales of $300 
million. Successful agricultural business 
management experience desired. To Apply: 
http://tinyurl.com/pk77dz7 -- For more 
info contact Larry Fuller, 701/220-9775
or Email larry.fuller@chsinc.com

SAWMILLS 
from only $4,397.00 Make & save 
money with your own bandmill. Cut 
lumber any dimension. In stock, ready 
to ship. Free Info/DVD: 800/578-1363 
Ext.300N www.NorwoodSawmills.com

DO YOU OWE 
over $10,000 to the IRS or State in 
back taxes? You could get a settle-
ment for as low as 25% of previous IRS 
settlements. Call now!  800/558-0486

GOT KNEE PAIN? 
Back Pain? Shoulder Pain? Get a 
pain-relieving brace -little or no 
cost to you. Medicare patients call 
health hotline now! 800/755-6807

DONATE YOUR CAR 
truck or boat to Heritage For The Blind. Free 
3 day vacation, tax deductible, free towing, 
all paperwork taken care of 800/439-1735

DISH NETWORK 
Get more for less! Starting $19.99/
month (for 12 months), plus Bundle 
& save (Fast Internet for $15 more/
month.) Call Now 800/297-8706

STOP OVERPAYING 
FOR YOUR PRESCRIPTIONS! 

Save up to 93%! Call our licensed 
Canadian and International phar-
macy service to compare prices and 
get $15.00 off your fi rst prescription 
and free Shipping. Call 800/259-1096

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY MISCELLANEOUSHELP WANTED

HELP WANTED - DRIVERS

MISCELLANEOUS

ONLY $279 to reach a statewide audienceof 3 million readers!!! 1-800-279-2979

WEEKLY CROSSWORD
Answers on Page 5C

July 24 noon – 6; July 25 8 – 4
Collectables; Lots of Household Items;  

Doors; Windows; Clothing

8589 HWY 218 • 1-1/2 miles N of Bixby
 

Downsizing Sale

Steele County Board of Equalization Synopsis for 6/23/2015
Complete minutes can be viewed on the Steele County Website.

1. Meeting was reconvened at 7:15 p.m. by the Chairman.
2. County Assessor Bill Effertz then gave an overview of recommended 
change of the one appeal from the June 16th County Board of Appeal 
& Equalization.
3. Schultz/Glynn to accept staff recommendation to reduce the value 
from $206,900 to $140,800 for Roger Olson on parcel ID 06-010-2200.  
Ayes all.
4. The meeting was then open to property owners to present their 
appeal; there were no property owners present.
5. Brady/Schultz to adjourn the Board of Appeal and Equalization at 
7:20 p.m.  Ayes all.

7/21

PUBLIC NOTICE  
BEFORE THE COUNTY DITCH #27 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

The County Ditch #27 Board of Commissioners will hold an 
informational meeting to be held on Tuesday, July 28th, 2015 at 3:30 
p.m. in the Steele County Administration Center Boardroom located at 
630 Florence Ave, Owatonna, Minnesota.  The purpose of this meeting is 
to provide you with information regarding a clean out in the South half of 
Section 33 of Somerset Township.

Laura Ihrke 
Steele County Auditor

7/21

Family Reunion
The 98th annual Hensrud family reunion is Sunday, 
August 2, 2015, at 12:30 p.m. at the BP Senior 
Center. Bring a dish to pass. Paper products, 
utensils and beverages are provided.

Please bring photos or pictures to share
 134 3rd St SE

Property Manager Needed

PROPERTY MANAGER 
NEEDED 
Prairie Villa Apartments in 
Blooming Prairie is accepting 
applications for qualified 
site manager. Maintenance, 
administrative, cleaning & 
good people skills a must.  
Flexible hours & hourly wage.  
Employment application 
required and found on  
www.lifestyleinc.net or by 
calling 507-451-8524,  
tdd 507-451-0704 EOE

Happy 25th Anniversary
 

Greg & Pamela  
Spatenka

With love  
from your kids

to the greatest parents!

CHANGES
Continued from Page 1A

Honor roll

Noble named to Dean’s List
Anna M. Noble of Blooming Prairie has been named to the 2015 

spring semester Dean’s List at the University of Minnesota Twin 
Cities, the university announced today. 

To qualify for the Dean’s List, a student must complete 12 or more 
letter-graded credits while attaining a 3.66 grade point average.

Bennett selected for new child protection task force
By ALAN VAN ORMER

Managing Editor

A newly-formed Governor’s 
Task Force will include Dist. 
27A Republican Rep. Peggy 
Bennett.

The Legislative Task Force on 
Child Protection was created as 
a part of the Health and Human 
Services omnibus bill signed 
into law by Gov. Mark Dayton in 
May. The task force will review 
efforts to implement recommen-
dations from the Governor’s 
Task Force on the Protection of 
Children and explore additional 
efforts to improve Minnesota’s 
child protection laws. 

“I’m happy to be on this,” 
Bennett said. “I think it is a good 
thing to keep track of what we 
are doing as a legislative body, 
to make sure what we’re do-
ing is put into place, make sure 
they are working and make sure 
that these laws we are doing are 
helpful, not harmful.”

Joining Bennett on the task 
force are DFL Rep. Tom Anzelc, 
DFL-Balsam Township, as well 
as the four current members of 
the Governor’s Task Force; Rep. 
Ron Kresha, R-Little Falls, Rep. 
Joe Mullery, DFL-Minneapolis, 
Sen. Julie Rosen, R-Vernon 
Center, and Sen. Kathy Sheran, 
DFL-Mankato. Two additional 

members from the Senate Ma-
jority and Minority caucuses 
will be appointed by Senate Ma-
jority Leader Tom Bakk, DFL-
Cook. 

“As a retired elementary 
school teacher, Representative 
Bennett brings a unique and 
helpful perspective to this task 
force,” said Assistant Majority 
Leader Rep. Kresha in a press 
release. “Teachers and school 
workers are some of the best 
eyes and ears in working with 
young children and helping to 
identify and prevent child abuse 
at home. We must look at every 
aspect—from the counties to the 
schools and everywhere in be-

tween—to make sure no child 
falls through the cracks.” 

Bennett said she is excited 
and honored to be place on the 
committee. “As a teacher, I have 
worked with young kids for a 
long time. They are a passion in 
my life,” she said. “I want to see 
their well-being is protected.”

The Legislative Task Force is 
expected to begin meetings next 
month, and is tasked with issu-
ing a report to the legislature and 
the governor February 01, 2016 
on progress of implemented rec-
ommendations and changes to 
the child protection system, as 
well as recommendations for ad-
ditional legislative action. 



I-35
Mathiowetz has completed 

the clay grade sub cut and sand 
hauling for the new road base 
and continues class 6 aggregate 
placement to cap off the sand 
layer.  

C.S. McCrossan continues to 
work on the new bridge abut-
ments on I-35 bridge over old 
Highway 14 (CR 2/Hoffman 
Dr.).  New beams are scheduled 
to be set in place on Friday July 
17 on the I-35 bridge over old 
Highway 14 (CR 2/Hoffman 
Dr.) which will require a short 
term closure of CR 2 with a de-
tour.  

Eastbound Old Highway 14 
(CR 2/Hoffman Dr.) access to 
northbound I-35 on ramp will be 
unavailable for 2 weeks (from 
Monday, July 20 through Satur-
day, Aug. 1) while construction 
crews remove and reconstruct 
the concrete pavement in the in-
tersection. 

 
TH 14 – 4 lane expansion
Mathiowetz has the clay sub-

grade prepared and ready for 
hauling in aggregate base mate-
rial for road base under the new 
Highway 14 eastbound lanes 
concrete pavement. 

Mathiowetz has started sand 
hauling for the new road base 
and will continue preparing for 
concrete paving planned to start 
near the beginning of August.

 
Old Highway 14 / CR 2 / 

Hoffman Drive in Owatonna
Mathiowetz has completed 

hauling in sand and class 6 for 
the new road base on the east 
side of the I-35 over to State Av-
enue in preparation for concrete 
paving Friday, July 17 on the 
westbound lanes.  

PCI has completed concrete 
pavement repairs in both east-
bound and westbound directions 
from I-35 to the westerly city 
limits of Owatonna. This section 
of roadway is now open to all 
lanes in both directions.  

Striping and miscellaneous 
cleanup on the section from I-35 
to the westerly city limits is ex-
pected to be complete by the end 
of next week, Friday, July 24.

 
Highway 14 bituminous mill 

and overlay from Owatonna to 
Dodge Center

On Thursday, July 9, Ulland 
Bros. started milling up old 
blacktop pavement and overlay-
ing Highway 14 with new bitu-
minous pavement in the area of 
Steele county road 180 near the 
rail road tracks heading to the 
east towards Dodge Center. 

This section of Highway 14 
roadway is single lane with pi-
lot car. Drivers should expect 
delays and may want to find 
an alternate route or be patient 
as construction crews deliver a 
safer and smoother ride for the 
traveling public.

MnDOT urges motorists to 
always be attentive, drive with 
caution, slow down in work 
zones and never enter a road 
blocked with barriers or cones.

For real-time traffic and travel 
information in Minnesota, visit 
www.511mn.org .

Steele County is home to key 
Minnesota highway connections 
for commerce, industry and 
tourism. Learn more about how 
MnDOT invests in and cares for 
the state’s transportation system 
at Get Connected:  www.dot.
state.mn.us/getconnected.
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OwatonnaCrazyDays

507-455-0969

Huge Book Sale  
Children and Adults

Mess Free  
Glitter Demos

Old Comics  
 

Super Bargains  
on Sunday

Little Professor 
Book Center 110 W Park Square • Owatonna

114 N Cedar Ave • Owatonna 
507-451-5196

Specials throughout the store
Guitar, Amps, DVD’s CD’s & more

July 23-25

www.tonemusic.net

Guitar & Banjo  
Lessons Available!Crazy Daze  

to place 
your 

ad on the 
Owatonna 

page

call  
507-483-4431

Always local, all the time.
TSteele County 

imes

STREET
TALK

Mike Dougherty

County construction update 2015 Extravaganza Tractor Show winners announced

Submitted photos
The Steele County Historical Society hosted a Tractor Show as part of its 29th Annual Extravaganza. The show is sponsored by 
Central Valley Co-op and is coordinated by Ron Janning and David Nelson with help from the Owatonna FFA. Pictured are the 
winners for the day. Far left is slow race winner: Gene Linse on the right, second place, Loren Krause. Second from left is Chain pull 
winner: Ralph Miller on the left came in first place and Dennis Ringhofer, on the right, took second place. Second from right are the 
barrel games winners. Kevin Prestegard, on the left, earned first place and Ralph Miller, on the right, came in second place. On the far 
right is the most unique tractor winner, Dann Rypka. 

USDA’s Biorefinery and Biobased Product Program changes
Agriculture Secretary Tom 

Vilsack announced that USDA 
is accepting applications for 
funding under a program that 
supports the production of ad-
vanced biofuels, renewable 
chemicals, and biobased product 
manufacturing.

“This critical financing will 
enhance our efforts to build a 
robust, rural bioeconomy by 
helping to expand the avail-
ability of biobased products 
and to increase the number of 
commercial-scale biorefineries 
in the country,” Vilsack said. “In 
addition to the available fund-
ing, I am proud to announce 
that USDA has significantly im-
proved the biorefinery program 
to help create lasting job oppor-
tunities in rural America.”

USDA is making the funding 
available through the Biorefin-
ery, Renewable Chemical, and 
Biobased Product Manufactur-
ing Assistance Program. It was 
formerly known as the Biorefin-
ery Assistance Program.

The new program provides 
loan guarantees of up to $250 
million to construct and retrofit 

commercial-scale biorefiner-
ies and to develop renewable 
chemicals and biobased product 
manufacturing facilities. Vilsack 
and USDA Rural Business-Co-
operative Service Administrator 
Lillian Salerno today hosted a 
seminar at USDA headquar-
ters to discuss changes to the 
program and the opportunities 
available to produce more bio-
based products.

Two funding cycles are being 
held. Applications for round one 
are due October 1. Applications 
for the second round are due 
April 1, 2016. For information 
on how to apply, see page 38432 
of the July 6, 2015 Federal Reg-
ister.

USDA has made significant 
improvements to the program. 
Biorefineries are now able to re-
ceive funding to produce more 
renewable chemicals and other 
biobased products in addition to 
advanced biofuels.

Also, biobased product manu-
facturing facilities are eligible 
to convert renewable chemicals 
and other biobased outputs into 
“end-user” products. Further, 

USDA has streamlined the ap-
plication process.

Sapphire Energy’s “Green 
Crude Farm” in Columbus, 
N.M., is an example of how 
USDA funding and partnerships 
with the private sector are help-
ing to support the development 
of biorefineries. In 2011, USDA 
provided Sapphire Energy a 
$54.5 million loan guarantee to 
build a refined algal oil commer-
cial facility.

The plant opened in May 2012 
and is producing renewable al-
gal oil that can be further refined 
to replace petroleum-derived 
diesel and jet fuel. According 
to the company, more than 600 
jobs were created throughout 
the first phase of construction 
at the facility, and 30 full-time 
employees currently operate the 
plant. After Sapphire received 
additional equity from private 
investors, it repaid the remain-
ing balance on its USDA-backed 
loan in 2013.

USDA released a new report 
on June 17 that shows America’s 
biobased industry is generat-
ing substantial economic activ-

ity and creating American jobs. 
According to the report, the 
U.S. biobased industry contrib-
uted four million jobs and nearly 
$370 billion to the American 
economy in 2013 alone.

Today’s funding announce-
ment was made possible by the 
2014 Farm Bill, which builds 
on historic economic gains in 
rural America over the past five 
years while achieving meaning-
ful reform and billions of dollars 
in savings for taxpayers. USDA 
has made significant progress 
to implement each provision of 
this critical legislation, includ-
ing providing disaster relief to 
farmers and ranchers; strength-
ening risk management tools; 
expanding access to rural credit; 
funding critical research; estab-
lishing innovative public-private 
conservation partnerships; de-
veloping new markets for rural-
made products; and investing in 
infrastructure, housing and com-
munity facilities to help improve 
quality of life.
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