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BP brings back key pieces

BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
SPORTS EDITOR

After a trip to the
section championship
game last season, Bloom-
ing Prairie figures to be
equally as competitive
this season with the re-
turn of some key athletes.

The Awesome Blos-
soms lost twin phenoms
Gabe and Zach Hein, but
will benefit from the se-
nior leadership of Brady
Kittelson and Cooper
Cooke, as well as the
continued development of
sophomore Gabe Staloch.

“Brady Kittelson
returns after being first-
team all-conference a
season ago and one of
the best players in the
conference and section.
Gabe Staloch was also

THE AWESOME 3L5550M5
Lad

1)

named all-conference
last season and we expect
him to take a big step
forward this year. Other
players who will be key
contributors include Coo-
per Cooke, Jacob Pauly,
Bradley Boyd and Lukas
Loverink,” said Blooming
Prairie Head Coach Cam
Rutledge.

Kittelson enters the
season just 50 points shy
of his 1,000t at the varsi-
ty level — a feat he should
accomplish early in the
season.

Also joining the
Awesome Blossoms this
season is standout athlete

—the senior will make
his basketball debut and
figures to be a dominant
player in the post with
his size listed at six-foot-
four and 238 pounds.

With all the momen-
tum the team gained last
season, the goals for 2024-
25 remain the same.

“We are looking to
compete for both con-
ference and section
championships again this
season,” said Rutledge.

According to him,
some conference contend-
ers include Randolph,
Triton and JWP, with
section favorites being

NG
BLRRIRIE

algm

STAFF PHOTO BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS

Blooming Prairie Boys Basketball
Schedule

Lukas Loverink. Goodhue and Rush-
After a year of being ford-Peterson. beo. 6 15 pm . WEM Jor 24 15 pm e USC
: : PP . : .m. vs. . : .m.
forced to sit out of sports Blooming Prglrle S Deo. 13 715 pm. at JWP Jan. 27 715 pm. vs. Kenyon-
due to transfer rules — season debut will be at Dec. 14 6:30 p.m. at Fillmore Central Wanamingo
Loverink came to Bloom-  home against WEM on Dec. 20 7:15 p.m. vs. Randolph Jan. 30 7:15 p.m. at Randolph
ing Prairie from NRHEG Friday, Dec. 6 at 7:15 p.m. Dec. 27 Sp.m. at Grand Meadow  Jan. 31 7:15 p.m. vs. Spring Grove
’ Dec. 28 6:30 p.m. at Grand Meadow  Feb. 3 7:15 p.m. at Triton
Jan. 2 7:15 p.m. vs. Kingsland Feb. 7 7:15 p.m. vs. Bethlehem
Bl . P . o S h l Jan.4 7 p.m. at Goodhue Academy
Jan.7 7:15 p.m. vs. Triton Feb. 8 2 p.m. at Wabasha-
Oomlng ralrle C 00 S Jan. 10 7:15 p.m. at Medford Kellogg
o Jan. 11 7 p.m. at St. Clair Feb. 10 7:15 p.m. at NRHEG
Blossomlng Into Learners and Leaders Jan 14 7:15pm.  atBethlehem Feb.14  715pm.  vs.Hayfield
Academy Feb. 18 7 p.m. at Alden-Conger
Jan. 16 7:15 p.m. vs. Lyle-Pacelli Feb. 21 7:15 p.m. at Kenyon-
Jan. 17 7:15 p.m. vs. NRHEG Wanamingo
blossoms.k12.mn.us o2 7isem. atHagfiel

J:)
THOMPSON
SANITATION INC.

GOOD LUCK BLOSSOMS!

Steele County Drop Site: 1255 Kilworth Drive, NW * Phone: 507-256-4370 Office in Clarks Grove * 507-214-0685 - Recycling in Owatonna
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@
WZhde

A 7

5

Outdoor &

MlNERS

Rec

507-583-2712

Blooming Prairie, MN
ww.minersoutdoor.com

Hours:
Monday-Friday: 8:00am-5:00pm

Hwy 218 South, Saturday: 8:00am-Noon

Outdoor Power Equipment,
Golf Cart: Sales Service, Parts & Accessories
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Blossoms have a “big void to fill”

BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
SPORTS EDITOR

Blooming Prairie girls
basketball graduated some
key athletes last season on
a senior-heavy team that
won 17 games, meaning
the 2024-25 season will
hinge on the play of some
younger athletes.

The Awesome Blos-
soms will feature two
eighth-graders on its
varsity lineup with Em-
merson Nelson and Elaine
Schwarz both vying for
minutes.

“It will be interesting
to see how they develop
over the season. It will
also be interesting to see
how our players with no
varsity experience adjust

to the level. We lost 4
senior starters last year.
They consisted of about
37 points per game and 23
rebounds per game. We
have a big void to fill. The
girls are eager to see what
they can do,” said Bloom-
ing Prairie Head Coach
John Worke.

Headlining the Awe-
some Blossoms’ 2024-25
roster returning starters
Catelyn Bartlett, Claire
Schwarz and Ella Smith.

“Obviously, losing four
senior starters, our team
will look different this
year. We feel it is a year
where we look to improve
every day, both individual-
ly and as a team. As these
players gain more varsi-
ty experience together,

they will get better,” said
Worke.

According to Worke,
other names to watch out
for will be juniors Ella Sa-
linas and Madelyn Harvey.

Blooming Prairie
finished last season 9-7 in
conference play and 17-10
overall, good for second
place in the Gopher East
Division.

“We felt a lot of teams
were young last year. We
feel most of the teams will
be better this year. Good-
hue is always the team to
beat in the section,” said

Doerhoefer, Miner,
Andrist & Arndt, P.A.

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

Good Luck This Sports Season Blossoms!

Worke.
Up next for the Awe- S h d |
some Blossoms is a road C e u e
matchup against. WEM Dec. 6 7:15 p.m. at WEM Jan. 14
scheduled for Friday, Dec. Dec. 10 7:15 p.m. at Lyle-Pacelli
6at7:15p.m. Dec. 14 Sp.m. at Fillmore Central  Jan. 16
Dec. 17 7:15 p.m. vs. JWP Jan. 20
Dec. 20 7:15 p.m. vs. Randolph Jan. 23
Dec. 27 7 p.m. at Hayfield Jan. 27
Dec. 28 3:30 p.m. at Hayfield
Jan. 2 7:15 p.m. at Southland Jan. 30
We understand small business Jan.s 7aspam.  vs flden-Oonger  Feb-3
. Jan.7 7:15 p.m. at Triton Feb. 7
because we are a small business P 715 pm. ve. Medford
314 E Main St, Blooming Prairie Jan. 11 7:15 p.m. at St. Clair Eeg. 12
en.

507-583-7528

7:15 p.m.

7:15 p.m.
7:15 p.m.
7:15 p.m.
7:15 p.m.

5:45 p.m.
7:15 p.m.
7:15 p.m.

7:15 p.m.
7:15 p.m.

STAFF PHOTO BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS

Blooming Prairie Girls Basketball

vs. Bethlehem
Academy

at NRHEG

vs. Grand Meadow
vs. USC

at Kenyon-
Wanamingo
at Randolph
vs. Triton

at Bethlehem
Academy

at Kingsland
vs. Hayfield

237 Hwy. Ave. S.
Blooming Prairie
Daily 8 a.m. -7 p.m.

FAMILY MARKET ‘%

Go Blossoms!
Locally Owned & Operated

Carl R. Peterson
Jill Lindeman

236 E Main St. @ PO Box 66
Blooming Prairie, MN 55917
Office (507) 583-7971

Fax (507) 583-7147 iy

507-583-6671

vandalsfamilymarket.com

Insurance Agency, LLC

Cell (507) 383-3988 i
rrinsllccarl@gmail.com
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Good Luck This Season Team!

From the Blooming Prairie Bus Company
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WESTFIELD WRESTLING
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Westtield is ready to right the course

BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
SPORTS EDITOR

After a couple of
seasons contending for
the top of the Gopher
Conference pack, West-
field wrestling is hoping
to break through and sit
atop a loaded conference
in 2024-25.

According to co-head
coach David Lassahn, the
Razorbacks are loaded
with talent, and return
eight starters from last
season’s team.

“Our main goal this
year is to improve each
day and be wrestling our
best come section tourna-
ment time. We are expect-
ing to have a competitive
dual team again this year
and be wrestling for a
section title in February,”
said Lassahn.

Leading the pack for
the Razorbacks will be
senior Bo Zwiener, who
stands just four wins away
from being the program’s
all-time leader in wins.

Zwiener enters 2024-25
with 138 wins, and also
hopes to reach the coveted
150-win mark by the end
of the season en route to
another high placement
on the state podium after
taking fifth in 2024.

Joining Zwiener as se-
nior captains will be Alex
Lea and Gage Mullenbach,
joined also by junior cap-
tain Wyatt Arndt.

Rising in the ranks for
the Razorbacks are names
such as Bentley Miller and
Cannon Wacek.

Miller is new to the pro-
gram as a freshman and
figures to make a differ-
ence at 107 after placing in
the Northland Youth Wres-
tling Association’s state
tournament last season.

Wacek makes his
return as a junior after

being forced to miss time
with a back injury last
season.

Westfield finished last
season 12-20 overall, due
in part to not being able to
field a full lineup, but still
managed to finish 4-2 in
conference duals.

The Razorbacks also
made it to the section team
championship, where they
finished runner-up.

Westfield’s first duals
will be against Medford
and Mankato East at
Hayfield High School on
Thursday, Dec. 5 at 5 p.m.

Dec. 5 S p.m.
Dec. 14 10 a.m.
Dec. 17 S p.m.
Dec. 20 S p.m.
Dec. 31 8:30 a.m.
School — St. Paul
Jan.7 S p.m.
Jan.9 7 p.m.
Jan. 11 8a.m.

WESTFIELD

Westfield Wrestling Schedule

2024-25

vs. Medford/
Mankato East (HHS)
at Byron

at Pine Island

at WEM/JWP

(at JWP)

at North High

at Lake Crystal-
Wellcome
Memorial

vs. NRHEG (BPHS)
at Farmington

HAVE AN AMAZING YEAR BLOOMING PRAIRIE STUDENTS!

Jan. 16

Jan. 18

Jan. 23
Jan. 25

Jan. 28

Jan. 30

Feb. 6

7 p.m.
9a.m.

S p.m.

10a.m.

5p.m.
5 p.m.

5 p.m.

vs. Kenyon-
Wanamingo (HHS)
Home Invitational
(HHS)

at Triton

at Rochester
Century

vs. La Crescent/
Goodhue (HHS)
Home Quad
(BPHS)

at Tri-City United

‘ ' Tandem Products, Inc. » HRBP@TandemProducts.com » 507.583.7222 » 520 Industrial Drive Blooming Prairie, MN
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Steele Sports
JOHNNIE PHILLIPS

he snow may
not have got the
memo, but win-

ter sports are already back
in full swing in Steele
County.

STAFF PHOTO BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
Blooming Prairie guard
Gabe Staloch drives past

a Kenyon-Wanamingo
defender in last season's
section quarterfinal game.
Staloch burst onto the
scene as Blooming Prairie's
starting point guard as a
freshman last year.

Gopher Conterence athletes to watch

It’s time to head inside,
avoid the cold and watch
your favorite athletes hit
the courts, rinks and mats.

Here’s who to look out
for this winter:

Boys basketball

Blooming Prairie boys
basketball is coming off
of a section championship
game run last season and
brings back some standout
names to try and make an-
other deep run this year.

Leading the Awesome
Blossoms will be senior
guard Brady Kittelson,
senior forward Cooper
Cooke and sophomore
guard Gabe Staloch.

Adding some extra
height and physicality will
be senior forward Lukas
Loverink, who sat out last
season due to transfer rules.

NRHEG boys basket-
ball will rely heavily on
afew rotational starters
from last season in Jase
Knudson, Aaden Hanna,
Grayson Schaefer and
Jordan Brouwers.

The Panthers will
have plenty of speed and

pure shooting ability but
will lack height, making
Knudson’s role in the post
a pivotal position.

Medford boys basket-
ball will return to a nor-
mal varsity schedule this
season and leading the
way will be the tandem
of Landon Seiler, Cain
Johannes and John Hora.

The Tigers will look to
utilize the athleticism of
Seiler and feed Johannes
and Hora the ball down low
to use their size and length.

Girls basketball

NRHEG girls basketball
will feature a strong roster
of returning talent with
Camryn and Quinn VanMa-
ldeghem coming back to the
team after finishing first
and third in scoring for the
Panthers last season.

The twins have arare
mixture of size and speed
that could make them dan-
gerous to guard anywhere
on the court.

Chloe Stork will also
make her long-awaited
return to full-time action
after being forced to sit out

Iacovino Law Ofhice

Jason lacovino, Attorney |

507.583.6663

handilawoffice.com

the majority of last season
with an injury.

Blooming Prairie will
have a younger lineup
than in recent years with
two eighth graders on this
year’s roster, but the Awe-
some Blossoms will be able
to bank on familiar faces
Claire Schwarz, Catelyn
Bartlett and Ella Smith for
crucial minutes this season.

Schwarz will run the
point while Bartlett and
Smith float around the post,
offering the Awesome Blos-
soms a balanced attack.

Medford girls basket-
ball will have a first-year
head coach in Megan
Noble, but the Tigers have
a host of varsity starters
ready to take on their
senior seasons.

Amanda Bock will slot
in as the team’s starting
point guard while Olivia
Ward and Addison Van-
dereide offer some height
and athleticism in the post.

Wrestling

Westfield wrestling is
primed for a breakout year
and will look to senior
leaders Bo Zwiener, Alex
Lea and Gage Mullenbach
for huge seasons if the Ra-
zorbacks are going to vie
for a deep run in sections.

Zwiener currently sits
four wins from the West-
field all-time wins record,

STAFF PHOTO BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
Westfield's Bo Zwiener

gets his hand raised after
winning a match at last
year's state tournament.
Zwiener sits just four wins
shy of Westfield's all-time
win record with 138 heading
into the 2024-25 season.

a feat he will obtain early
in the season.

Medford wrestling will
also have first-year Tigers
head coach in Trevor Erler
who is looking to keep the
school’s wrestling program
in elite form after the
departure of ling-time head
coach Dennis Whitman.

Erler’s top weapons
will be Kaden Harfmann,
Mason Degrood, Connor
Wilson and Elliot Jones.

Harfmann and Degrood
are coming off of com-
peting at last year’s state
tournament while Wilson
and Jones will hope to
make it there themselves
in 2024-25.

STAFF PHOTO BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
NRHEG's Camryn VanMal-
deghem drives past a Triton
defender in a game last
week. VanMaldeghem re-
turns to the Panthers after
leading the team in scoring
last season with 488 points.

However, Medford
will be without 2023-24
160-pound state champion
Tommy Elwood, who is not
listed on the team’s roster.

NRHEG wrestling will
rely on five senior wres-
tlers to shoulder the load
in bringing the Panthers
back to the top of the Go-
pher Conference.

Panthers Harbor Crom-
well, Cole Hutchens, Jace
Thrke, Aidan Schlaak and
Seth Staloch will make
up the core of the team’s
lineup and bring gritty, vet-
eran experience to a team
still looking to develop its
younger, lighter weights.

S —— )

Main Street Dental Clinics

‘{'

Blooming Prairie
405 E Main St
507-583-2141

Owatonna

507-455-1000

1170 E Frontage Rd

New Richland
132 North Broadway
507-463-0502
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Medtord ready to take
the next step

BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
SPORTS EDITOR

After electing to not
play a full varsity sched-
ule last season, Medford
boys basketball should be
ready to take the next step
in 2024-25 to rejoin the
Gopher Conference as a
full-time competitor.

The Tigers were short
on varsity experience
last season, and although
the team lacks big num-
bers again this season,
Medford should be able to
compete.

The Tigers will roll out
a varsity roster of 10 ath-
letes, meaning the team
will have subs to be able to

mix in fresh legs.
Highlighting this
year’s team are a couple
of returning athletes in
Landon Seiler, Cain Jo-
hannes and John Hora.
Seiler has proven to be
an explosive playmaker at
the point; meanwhile, Jo-
hannes and Hora give the
Tigers some much-needed
height inside the post.
Also returning to the
team are Timmy Wilson
and Jacob Nielsen.
Wilson was unable to
suit up last season due to
an ACL tear but figures to
slotin as one of the team’s
guards, while Nielsen will
finally be able to play var-
sity after transfer rules

kept him ineligible for
varsity last season.

The only way for the
Tigers to go is up in 2024-
25 after last year’s squad
finished 0-12 in an abbre-
viated varsity schedule.

With many top players
gaining valuable minutes
last season, Medford is
somewhat of a question
mark when it comes to
how their season will pan
out.

If the Tigers can play
strong on defense, they

could surprise some teams

this year.

Medford’s first game of

the season is on the road
against Randolph on Fri-
day, Dec. 6 at 7:15 p.m.

CO0D TIGER TERVIST

THE NEDEORD SCHOOL
PROUD

w MEDFORL

J TIGERS '

MEDFDBr‘

TIBEBS

TIGERS!

GOOD LUCK @il RAlI5

MEDFORD BUS COMPANY

Forward

MOVING KIDS FORWARD

Dec.
Dec.
Dec.

Dec.
Dec.

Jan.
Jan.

Jan.
Jan.
Jan.

Jan.
Jan.

14
16

7:15 p.m.

7 p.m.

7:15 p.m.
7:15 p.m.

5:45 p.m.
7:15 p.m.
7:15 p.m.

7:15 p.m.
7:15 p.m.

at Randolph

at Kingsland

vs. Kenyon-
Wanamingo

vs. WEM

at Parnassus
Preparatory

at Hayfield

vs. Alden Conger/
Glenville

at JWP

vs. Blooming Prairie
vs. Rochester
STEM

vs. St. Clair

at Bethlehem
Academy

Jan. 21
Jan. 24
Jan. 28
Jan. 31
Feb.3
Feb. 4

Feb.6
Feb. 8
Feb. 10

Feb. 11
Feb. 14
Feb. 17
Feb. 21
Feb. 24

7:15 p.m. vs. USC

7:15 p.m. vs. Triton

7:15 p.m. vs. NRHEG

7:15 p.m. at WEM

7:15 p.m. vs. JWP

7:15 p.m. at Schaeffer
Academy

7:15 p.m. at Leroy-Ostrander

S p.m. at Lyle

7:15 p.m. vs. Bethlehem
Academy

5:45 p.m. at Nicollet

7:15 p.m. at Usc

7:15 p.m. vs. Mankato Loyola

7:15 p.m. at NRHEG

7:15 p.m. at Madelia

COURTESY MIKE OLDENBURG- OLDENBURG PHOTOGRAPHY

Medford Boys Basketball Schedule

7:15 p.m.
7:15 p.m.
7:15 p.m.

15

THOMPSON
SANITATIONINC

Gﬂﬂll lllﬂl( TIGERS!

Steele County Drop Site: 1255 Kilworth Drive, NW ¢ Phone: 507-256-4370 Office in Clarks Grove ¢ 507-214-0685 - Recycling in Owatonna

TIGEBS
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Noble’s Tigers are
ready to hunt

BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
Medford girls basket-
ball featured a lineup that

was built around soph-
omores and juniors last
season, but the outlook for
2024-25 is an upperclass-
men-heavy squad that
should be ready to turn
heads.

Last season was a
rough ride, with Medford
going 1-26 overall; howev-
er, first-year head coach
Megan Noble figures to in-
ject some youthful energy
into her Tigers squad.

This year’s team will
be without one varsity

starter, Peyton Snow, but
some familiar faces are
prepared to make leaps
this season.

Likely names to take
over the Tigers’ offense
are Amanda Bock, Clara
Thurnau, Olivia Ward and
Addison Vandereide.

Bock will resume her
role as the team’s point
guard with Thurnau and
Ward rotating in and out
of the post.

Vandereide was not
a member of last year’s
squad, but the standout
volleyball player will join
the Tigers this season and

could spark the offense
with her athleticism.

The Tigers will have
more height than in years
past — crucial for the
Tigers to improve their
rebounding game.

Consistent offensive
production figures to be
the most important key for
the Tigers this season.

Medford scored over 40
points just three times last
season over the course of
27 games.

Medford’s next game is
at home against NRHEG
on Thursday, Dec. 5 at
715 p.m.

Medford Girls Basketball

Schedule

Dec. 5 7:15 p.m. vs. NRHEG Jan. 23 7 p.m. at Minnesota

Dec. 6 7:15 p.m. vs. Randolph Valley Lutheran
Dec. 13 7:15 p.m. at Kenyon-Wan Jan. 24 7:15 p.m. at Triton

Dec. 17 7:15 p.m. vs. Madelia Jan. 27 7:15 p.m. at NRHEG

Dec. 20 7:15 p.m. at WEM Jan. 28 7:30 p.m. at Waseca

Jan. 2 7:15 p.m. at Lyle Jan. 31 7:15 p.m. vs. WEM

Jan. 3 7:15 p.m. vs. Hayfield Feb. 3 5:45 p.m. vs. JWP

Jan.6 7:15 p.m. at Alden-Conger Feb.4 7:15 p.m. vs. Mankato Loyola
Jan.7 7:15 p.m. at JWP Feb. 10 7 p.m. at Mankato Loyola
Jan.9 7:15 p.m. at Blooming Prairie  Feb. 13 7:15 p.m. vs. USC

Jan. 13 6 p.m. at St. Charles Feb. 14 7:15 p.m. at Pine Island

Jan. 16 7:15 p.m. vs. BA Feb. 17 7 p.m. at Nicollet

Jan.21 7:15 p.m. at Usc

Medford Teacher's Union

TIGERS

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

CALL BROZ ELECTRIC FOR ALL
YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDS!

Residential « Farm « Commercial -

‘Electric Good Luck Tigers! w55
507=G1A1076 o Clareient

PROUDLY SERVING STEELE COUNTY

Brick-Meger Funeral Home ' Medford Funeral Home

megercares.com | 507.451.1457
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Erler replaces legendary
coach Whitman

BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
SPORTS EDITOR

Long-time Medford
Head Coach Dennis
Whitman called it a
career after last wrestling
season, going out on top
by coaching now-senior
Tommy Elwood to a state
title at 160 pounds.

Flash forward to the
2024-25 season, and Med-
ford will have a first-year
head coach in Trevor
Erler.

Erler will adopt a team
that includes multiple
state entrants in Mason
Degrood and Kaden Harf
mann.

The latter was able to
take sixth place last sea-
son after entering the state
tournament unranked.
Meanwhile, Erler believes
Degrood will be ranked in
the top six after multiple
senior place winners grad-
uated state-wide last year.

However, Medford
will be without reigning
160-pound state champion
Tommy Elwood who is
“working this season,”
according to Erler.

Other staple wrestlers
who left the lineup include

Luis Lopez and and Evan
Schweisthal — both of
whom made it to state last
season as seniors.

With big shoes to fill,
Erler believes his team
has the right guys to plug
into the lineup.

“Junior Conor Wilson
competed last year for
Medford and has made
huge strides in the off-sea-
son with his technique
and packing on muscle

during the football season.

Another name ready to
break out is eighth-grader
Elliot Jones. He placed
fourth in Section AA at
107 pounds last year as a
seventh grader. He will
build upon that success
and look to earn his first
trip to the state tourna-
ment. Another name to
watch for is Sophomore
Tanner Milewski. He
enters his second year on
varsity and his strength
and athleticism can help
him pull out matches for
the Tigers. Look for him
to continue to develop his
technique and turn some
heads. Sophomore Chase
Balzer is one of the stron-
gest athletes on the team.
He’s raw on his technique,

but his determination

to learn new techniques
will only help him win
some matches this season.
James Wegner is also one
to watch. He is disci-
plined to put in the work
necessary for success on
the mat. He will lead the
middle of the line-up and
his leadership will help
determine how successful
the middleweights can
be,” said Erler on his guys.

As for the season’s
goals, nothing about
Medford’s standards have
changed.

“The goal for the team
is to reach the Section AA
finals. The expectations
individually are for the
athletes to build upon suc-
cess last year, learn from
their mistakes, develop
confidence in themselves,
and improve our overall
team results. This year’s
mantra is ‘family.” Our
whole team will be the
key players this season,”
said Erler.

Medford’s next match-
up will be a road trian-
gular with Westfield and
Mankato East at Hayfield
High School on Thursday,
Dec.5at5p.m.

Dec. 5
Dec. 6

Dec. 12
Dec. 14
Dec. 20
Dec. 21
Jan. 3

Jan.7
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at Westfield Jan.9
at Howard Lake- Jan. 11
Waverly-Winsted Jan. 17
at St. Clair Jan. 18
at Delano Jan. 23
at Pequot Lakes Jan. 25
at Pequot Lakes Jan. 30
at Belgrade-

Brooten-Elrosa Feb. 6
at Madelia
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Medford Wrestling Schedule
2023-2024

7 p.m.

10a.m.

S p.m.

10 a.m.

7 p.m.

10 a.m.

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

vs. Triton

at Buffalo

at NRHEG

at LCWM

vs. WEM/JPW
at Lake City

at Kenyon-
Wanamingo

vs. Maple River/
usc

)

RREE CONSULTATIONS

Dy. Deborak T

O LN Lo 0 o] NN oY XA V:\RAY M www.drdeborahlienorthodontics.com

583.6613
den

DDS, MBS

132 2nd Ave NE
Blooming Prairie

PUBLICATION OF STEELE COUNTY TIMES



10 DECEMBER 2024

OWATONNA

WINTER SPORTS 2024

BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
SPORTS EDITOR

If there’s one thing Owa-
tonna sports knows, it’s
coaches with the last name
Williams have a solid track
record of excellence.

While head coach Josh
Williams’ squad gradu-
ated some key pieces in
Rielly Kleeberger, Leyton
Williams and Nathan
Theis, the Huskies still
bring back some multi-
sport athletes who have
proven to be winners no
matter the season.

“It’s a similar theme
to last year. We're very
green, with only a couple
of starters returning and
not a ton of others with
varsity experience. We
have alot to figure outin a
short time. With football’s
trip to state, we were with-
out a core of our guys and
began behind the 8-ball
compared to most schools.
Our focus will have to
be the ‘long term.” The
goal will be to be great in
February and March and
work hard in December
and January to really
develop our identity, im-
prove, and figure out roles
and rotations. So, by the
end of the year, we will be
one of the top teams in the
conference and section,”

Where theres a Williams, theres a way

said Williams.

Leading the Huskies
this season will be Nolan
Ginskey, Darian Stransky
and Zach Haarstad —all of
whom come to basketball
after a trip to state with
the Huskies’ football team.

Ginskey was a pivotal
player for the Huskies
during their 17-10 season
in 2023-24 and led the team
in scoring, rebounding,
assists and steals.

He also sits in position
to potentially become the
Huskies’ all-time leader in
steals with 136 - just 68 shy
of Brayden Williams’ 204.

Meanwhile, Stransky
and Haarstad figure to
be the physical presence
Owatonna needs to own
the post.

“Zach started 13 games
last year and was one of
our leading rebounders.
He’s a high-motor kid
who really competes and
plays bigger than his six-
foot-three frame. Darian
started 10 games, but
missed most of his junior
year due to injury. He’s a
physical forward who can
really defend as well as
being a solid shooter,” said

However, outside of the
Huskies’ big three, the
team will be lacking in
upperclassmen depth —an
issue the squad has not
had to face in recent years.

“After having numerous
large senior classes for the
last 3-4 years — we had 9-10
plus every year — we do lack
numbers and some depth in
both our junior and senior
classes. This is obviously a
bit of concern. Fortunately,
we have deep and talented
ninth- and 10*-grade class-
es to fill in our rosters at all
levels,” said Williams.

Owatonna’s next game
will be on the road against
Mankato West on Thurs-
day, Dec. 5 at 7:30 p.m.

STAFF PHOTO BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS

Owatonna Boys Varsity
Basketball

Dec. 5 7:30 p.m.
Dec. 9 7:30 p.m.
Dec. 13 7:30 p.m.
Dec. 17 7:30 p.m.
Dec. 19 7:30 p.m.
Dec. 27 TBD
(Holiday
Tournament)

Dec. 28 TBD
(Holiday
Tournament)

Jan.2 7:30 p.m.
Jan.6 7:30 p.m.
Jan.9 7:30 p.m.
Jan. 13 7:30 p.m.

at Mankato West
vs. New Prague
at Austin

vs. Winona

vs. Century

at Owatonna HS

at Owatonna HS

at Mankato East
at John Marshall
vs. Albert Lea
vs. Stillwater

Jan.
Jan.

Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.

Feb.
Feb.
Feb.
Feb.
Feb.
Feb.
Feb.
Feb.

7:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

at Northfield

at Faribault

vs. Mayo

vs. Mankato west
at Red Wing

vs. Austin

at Delano

at Winona

vs. Mankato East
at Century

vs. John Marshall
vs. Northfield

vs. Faribault

at Mayo

Williams.
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FORITS SPORTS TEAMS

Our employees are proud fans, coaches, and volunteers
for youth sports.

Visit federatedinsurance.com/WelLoveOwatonna to see
all the reasons why Owatonna has our heart.

Commercial Insurance Property & Casualty | Life & Disability Income | Workers Compensation
Personal Lines Insurance (MN only) Homeowners, Condominiums, & Renters | Auto | Personal Umbrella

It’s Our Business to Protect Yours

FEDERATED
INSURANCE (§*

Mutual

federatedinsurance.com | Ward's 50® Top Performer | A.M. Best® A+ (Superior) Rating
2111 Ed. 9/22 *Not licensed in all states.

and its

© 2020 Federated Mutual Insurance Company
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Huskies primed for breakout season

BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
SPORTS EDITOR

Owatonna girls basket-
ball has all of the pieces
in place to be a potential
breakout team this season
after finishing last year
13-14 overall and in the
middle of the Big Nine
Conference pack.

The Huskies’ entire
starting lineup will be
made up of big-minute
players from 2023-24 and
will feature a variety of
size, speed and athleticism.

“Our goal and expec-
tation is to challenge for
the Big Nine Conference
title. For sections, our
goal is to have a home
game for sections, as well
as compete for a section
championship. In terms of
the Big Nine Conference,
we expect to be in the
top third. There will be
several solid teams, with
Mayo being the favorite to
win,” said Owatonna Head
Coach Pat Webb.

Returning to the Hus-
kies’ lineup are Jersey
Coleman, Ava Olson,
Maryn Pool, Abby Shor-
nock and Lexie Klecker.

“Jersey brings a lot of
versatility on offense. She
can play through the post,
shoot from the perimeter

and attack off the bounce...
Ava brings a great pres-
ence in the paint both
offensively and defensively.
Offensively, Ava shows a
great touch around the
basket... Maryn brings a
lot of positives on the floor.
She has a very high bas-
ketball IQ and can succeed
in any position we put her
in... Abby will be a solid
combo guard for us this
year. Offensively, Abby is
very good in the open floor,
making shots, and creating
for others. Defensively,
Abby is a great on-ball
defender, and is really good
in our press... Lexie brings
the energy. She moves very
well for a post, and is very
disruptive on the defensive
end of the floor,” said Webb
on his starting five.

The lineup will include
Shornock and Pool at the
guard spots with Coleman
floating around the court
as a forward, while Klecker

COURTESY MIKE OLDENBURG - OLDENBURG PHOTOGRAPHY

oall

Owatonna Girls Varsity Baske

and Olson hold down the Dec. 5 7:30 p.m. vs. Mankato West Jan. 16 7:30 p.m. vs. Faribault
Dec. 10 7:30 p.m. at Red Win Jan. 21 7:30 p.m. at Mayo
post from the power .fo_r_ Dec. 13 7:30 p.m. vs. Austin N Jan. 23 7:30 p.m. at Maﬁkato West
ward nad center positions. Dec. 17 7:30 p.m. at Winona Jan. 28 7:30 p.m. vs. Red Wing
Captaining the Hus- Dec. 19 7:30 p.m. at Century Jan. 31 7:30 p.m. at Austin
Kies in 2024-25 will be Dec. 27 11:30 a.m. at Sauk Rapids-Rice Feb.4 7:30 p.m. vs. Winona
(Holiday Tournament) (vs. Champlin Park) Feb.7 7:30 p.m. at Mankato East
Pool, Olson Klecker and Dec. 28 4:15 p.m. at Sartell (vs. Delano) Feb. 11 7:30 p.m. vs. Century
Shornock. (Holiday Tournament) Feb. 13 7:30 p.m. at John Marshall
Owatonna’s next game Jan.2 7:30 p.m. vs. Mankato East Feb. 15 1pm. vs. New Prague
: : Jan.6 7:30 p.m. vs. John Marshall Feb. 18 7:30 p.m. vs. Albert Lea
will be at home against Jan.9 6:30 p.m. at Hastings Feb. 21 7:30 p.m. at Northfield
Mankato West on Thurs- Jan. 14 7:30 p.m. vs. Northfield

day, Dec. 5 at 7:30 p.m.

Security Systems, Cameras, and More
Commercial | Residential | Farm

BAKERTS.COM - 507.414.7800

TV - Smart Home - Security - Computers
Wi-Fi - Emails - and More

209 West Bridge St., Owatonna
Locally Owned and Operated

BAKER
TECH
SERVICES
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BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
SPORTS EDITOR

Owatonna wrestling
has a roster bursting with
talent and state entrants
in 2024-25 and as a result,
the Huskies find them-
selvesin the Class AAA
top 10 entering the season.

With a wealth of senior
leadership, Owatonna’s
confidence will surely be
high heading into a season
that could be a dogfight for
the top spot in the confer-
ence and section.

“We will start the sea-
son ranked in the top 10 in
Class AAA, but just behind
section and conference ri-
vals Albert Lea and North-
field. Albert Lea will be the
section favorite, but this
year will be a tighter battle
for going to state than the
past couple. Both duals
against Northfield last sea-
son were 1-match swings,
and we have every reason
to believe we will overcome
that hurdle and vie for the
title,” said Owatonna Head
Coach Derek Johnson.

Owatonna’s senior leader-
ship will come from captains
Blake Fitcher, Lane Karsten,
Isabelle Townley, Donoven

Moving Kids Forward

Sorenson and R.J. Reinardy.

Fitcher, Karsten and
Townley are all multi-
ple-time state entrants,
while Reinardy made his
state debut in 2023.

Adding extra experi-
ence to the roster are two-
time state entrants Trey
Hiatt (junior), Aliah Fisch-
er (freshman) and Kaden
Lindquist (freshman.)

The wins run deep for
this squad as multiple ath-
letes are on the radar to
surpass the 100-win mark.

“Lane Karsten, Blake
Fitcher and Trey Hiatt
should all reach 100 wins
this season. Donoven So-
renson, Isabelle Townley
and Kaden Lindquist will
all reach 75 wins, and pos-
sibly 100,” said Johnson on
his squad.

According to Johnson,
there are some new faces
that could potentially
make a difference as well.

“107-pounder Miles Aase
and 100-pounder Kayla Pas-
tika are both freshmen that
are finally big enough for
high school weight classes.
They have both been on
Minnesota state traveling
teams in the offseason and
have seen a lot of success,”

Owatonna starts season in Class AAA top-10

AN

l“éﬂlﬂb‘ 17 HUSKIE

said Johnson.

Johnson’s goals for the
team include “a section
championship and send-
ing eight boys and four
girls to state individually.

Owatonna’s first meet
is an invitational at
Woodbury High School on
Saturday, Dec. 7 at 8 a.m.

The Huskies will face a
heap of talent in a field of
schools including Wood-
bury, Simley, Stillwater,
Anoka, Eagan, Farming-
ton and Two Rivers.
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Owatonna Varsity Wrestling 2024-25

Dec. 7 8a.m. at Woodbury
(Invite)

Dec. 12 Sp.m. at Northfield (Tri)

Dec. 14 10 a.m. at Prior Lake
(Invite)

Dec. 20 4:30 p.m. Home Invite

Dec. 27 9a.m. at Champlin Park
(Invite)

Jan. 4 10 a.m. at SJA HS Event
Center (Girls Invite)

Jan. 11 9a.m. at Zumbrota-

Mazeppa (Boys)

Jan. 11
Jan. 17
Jan. 23
Jan. 24

Jan. 25

Jan. 30
Feb. 1

Feb. 6

10 a.m.
5 p.m.
5 p.m.
3 p.m.

9a.m.

7 p.m.

9:30 a.m.

6 p.m.

at Sanford Event
Center (Girls)

at Mayo

Home Quad

at Simley (Invite)
(Multiple Schools)
at Kasson-
Mantorville (Invite)
at Albert Lea

at Maple River
(Tourney)

Home Tri

Proud of our Hushkies

Owatonna Bus Company

INSURANCE DESIGNED WITH
YOU AND YOUR DREAMS IN MIND.

CALL (507) 455-3501 TODAY TO SEE HOW | CAN HELP PROTECT
WHAT MATTERS MOST.

AMERICAN FAMILY
| INSURANCE |

Jessica Gruenwald, Agent
212 S Oak Ave, Owatonna
(507) 455-3501
jmeeksi@amfam.com

®

THOMPSON
SANITATION INC.

15  GOOD LUCK HUSKIES! :

Steele County Drop Site: 1255 Kilworth Drive, NWe Phone: 507-256-4370 Office in Clarks Grove * 507-214-0685 - Recycling in Owatonna
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Huskies seniors ready for strong showing

BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
SPORTS EDITOR

Owatonna boys hockey
had a stellar 2023-24
season taking third place
in the Big Nine Confer-
ence, and 2024-25 could
easily be as competitive
as a new wave of Huskies’
standouts prepare to take
the ice.

Head Coach Dennis
Will’s team will be with-
out some serious scoring
from last season, but
regardless, he feels his
squad will be able to hang
tough even if goal totals
decrease.

“We lost 13 Senior
players from a team that
went 18-6-3. We have a lot
of positions to fill. Our
seniors led this team
last year and it may take
some time to try to fill
this void. Our first line of
Owen Beyer, Joseph Web-
ster, and Brody Goodna-
ture contributed to 70% of
our scoring last year. We

will have to win games
with a lower scoring mar-
gin this year,” said Will.

Making up the Hus-
Kies’ core in 2024-25 will
be seniors Blake Davison,
Seth Johnson and Andy
Mitchell.

Mitchell will lead
from the front as Owa-
tonna’s top-line forward,;
meanwhile, Johnson and
Davison figure to make
up the Huskies’ first line
of defense.

With Beyer, Goodna-
ture and Webster gone,
Mitchell is the high-
est-scoring returner from
last year’s squad after
posting 28 points in 27
games.

Joining him on attack
will be Zachary Knott and
Jackson Kath, who had 17
and 16 points, respectively,
last season.

The Huskies will be
fairly inexperienced in
net as Garrett Stelter and
Brekxton Nelson vie for
the starting goaltender

role with minimal varsity
minutes.

Owatonna’s next
game will be on the
road against Rochester
Lourdes on Thursday,
Dec.5at7p.m.

“Electric) ¢

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

CALL BROZ ELECTRIC FOR ALL
YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDS!

Residential « Farm « Commercial

ood Luck Huskies!
BO7=414=1076 o Claremmens
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Owatonna Boys Varsity Ilce Hockey

Dec. 5

Dec. 10
Dec. 12
Dec. 19
Dec. 27

Dec. 28

Jan. 2

Jan.7

Jan.9
Jan. 11

7 p.m.
7 p.m.
7 p.m.
7 p.m.

TBD

TBD

7 p.m.
7 p.m.

7 p.m.
7 p.m.

at Lourdes

vs. Red Wing

vs. Farmington

at Mayo

at Essentia Duluth
Heritage  Center
at Essentia Duluth
Heritage Center
vs. Century/John
Marshall

at Kasson-
Mantorville

vs. Mankato East
vs. Northfield

160 26th St. NE - Owatonna
507-413-0819 - 507-413-0817

Hours: Monday-Sunday - 11 am - 10 pm

Jan. 14

Jan. 17
Jan. 23
Jan. 25
Jan. 30

Feb. 1
Feb. 4
Feb. 6
Feb. 11
Feb. 13
Feb. 175

7 p.m.

7 p.m.
7 p.m.
1p.m.
7 p.m.

7 p.m.
7 p.m.

7:15 p.m.

1p.m.

6:30 p.m.

7 p.m.

at Holy Family
Catholic

at Mankato West
vs. Austin

vs. Mayo

at Century/John
Marshall

at Mankato East
vs. Albert Lea

at Northfield

vs. Hopkins

at Hastings

at Winona
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Huskies girls hockey hoping to rebuild

BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
SPORTS EDITOR

Owatonna girls’ hock-
ey has been rebuilding its
roster and trying to fill
some big shoes in 2024-25
after losing multiple top
scorers in Izzy Radel,
Samantha Bogen, Molly
Achterkirch and Zoie
Roush to graduation.

According to Head
Coach Tony Cloud, the
team has done some mix-
ing and matching with
its lines, trying to build
chemistry between ath-
letes who weren’t always
on the ice together last
season.

Owatonna earned its
first notable win of the
season last week when it
toppled 4-1 Apple Valley
despite entering the game
with a 1-4 record of its
own.

The Huskies offense
looked rejuvenated and
scored six goals to win
6-5, proving that the
team’s offensive fire-
power is still there.

Leading the way for
the Huskies this season
are forwards Anna Mol-

lenhauer, Averi Vetsch,
Grace Mitchell and Bri-
elle Goodnature.

Also adding some
much-needed blue line
scoring are defensemen
Kendra Bogen and Alia
Kubicek.

The team also benefits
from a veteran presence
in goal with returning
standout Leah Spencer
taking the reins to serve
as the team’s nightly
starter.

Owatonna finished
last season 14-12-1 and
came close to taking
out No. 1 Northfield in
aroad matchup during
the section semifinals,
ultimately falling 2-1in a
heartbreaking overtime
loss after allowing the
equalizing goal with one
minute left in the game.

If anythingis cer-
tain, the Huskies will be
resilient and dangerous
on any given night, and
should be fine-tuned for
a successful year as the
season progresses.

Up next for the team is
a home game against Wi-
nona on Thursday, Dec. 5
at7p.m.
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Dec.
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Dec.
Dec.

12
14
17
19
26
27
28

Jan. 3
Jan. 4

COURTESY MIKE OLDENBURG - OLDENBURG PHOTOGRAPHY

Owatonna Girls Varsity Ice Hockey

7 p.m.
7 p.m.
8 p.m.
7 p.m.
7 p.m.
11 a.m.
11 a.m.
11 a.m.
7 p.m.
1p.m.

vs. Winona

at Red Wing

vs. Dodge County

vs. Century/John Marshall
vs. Mayo

at Schmitz-Maki Ice Arena
at Schmitz-Maki Ice Arena
at Schmitz-Maki Ice Arena
at Rogers

at Elk River

Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.

9

11
14
16
21
23
25
28
30

7:15 p.m.
7:15 p.m.
6 p.m.
7 p.m.
7 p.m.
7 p.m.
7 p.m.
7 p.m.
7 p.m.

at Mankato East
at Northfield

vs. Blake

vs. Mankato West
vs. Lakeville South

at Austin
at Mayo

vs. Albert Lea
vs. Mankato East

1750 State Ave, NW
Owatonna, MN. 55060
24/1.507-456-8858
www.tandwtowing.com

K T0 ALL ARER ATHLETES
FALL SPORTS SEASON'
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Owatonna gymnastics set for success

BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
SPORTS EDITOR

Owatonna gymnastics
has been one of the state’s
premiere programs for
close to a decade now, and
nothing figures to change
in 2024-25 with a full
roster of talented, experi-
enced gymnasts ready to
perform.

The Huskies only grad-
uated one senior, Emma
Johnson, in 2024 and will
have a plethora of multi-
ple-year varsity staples at
its disposal for a multitude
of events.

“We think we can make
a strong push for another
conference title and hope-
fully take back the section
title this year. Anytime
we compete at an invite
or section meet we think
we have a great chance to
win,” said Owatonna Head
Coach Evan Moe.

The Huskies’ leadership
will come from seniors
Averie Roush, Halle Theis
and Jozie Johnson.

The trio all competed at
the state meet last sea-
son as individuals with
Roush competing on the
floor, Theis taking on the
all-around category and
Johnson vaulting.

Roush, Theis and John-
son will also captain the
Huskies this season.

“Averie is a returning
individual state compet-
itor. She is a tremendous
leader and a rare two-year
captain for us. She’s been a
varsity cornerstone since
she came into the program
and will continue to battle
for an all-around spot this
year. Halle is a returning
individual state all-around
competitor. She is coming
off a great return year and
we think she’s poised to
repeat and make a deep
run at a state medal in the
all-around. She’s a great
‘lead by example’ athlete
and who just tries to work
harder than anyone in the
gym no matter where she’s
practicing or competing,”
Moe said.

The team will also
benefit from the return of
three more state entrants
in Kendra Miller, Johan-
na Spielman and Delia
Neumann.

Chloe Myer will also
start the season and
reclaim her role on the bal-
ance beam after being held
out for the majority of last
season with a leg injury.

According to Moe, this
year’s squad is one that

could shake up the state
tournament if it were to
compete to the level he
knows they can achieve.

Owatonna’s first meet
will be against the Austin
Packers at the Austin
YMCA on Friday, Dec. 6 at
6:30 p.m.

MKkE pPRO N

PROUDLY SERVING STEELE COUNTY

Brick-Meger Funeral Home  Medford Funeral Home

megercares.com | 507.451.1457

Dec. 6
Dec. 12
Dec. 14
Dec. 21
Jan. 4
Jan. 11

e RO
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Owatonna Gymnastics
Schedule 2024-25

6:30 p.m. at Austin Jan. 14
6:30 p.m. vs. Winona Jan. 17
11:00 a.m. at Brainerd Jan. 18
9am. at St. Cloud Tech Jan. 23
11 am. at Farmington Feb.8
12 p.m. at Lakeville North Mayo

6:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

10 a.m.

6:30 p.m.

12 p.m.

Home Invitational
at Northfield

at Park HS

at Faribault

at Rochester
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Owatonna Live

SPORTS WRAP
ROY KOENIG

efore we get
buried in snow,
the prep sports

scene will be up and
running. Here’s a primer
of athletes to keep your
eyes on at Owatonna High
School events.

Girls hockey

Girls hockey brings
back veteran all-confer-
ence skaters Kendra Bo-
gen and Alia Kubicek, plus
honorable mention picks
Averi Vetsch and Grace
Mitchell.

Owatonna athletes to watch

Coach Tony Cloud
expects great upper-class
leadership.

“We have probably
the largest class I've had
since I've been here with
nine seniors on the team.
It’s pretty awesome to see
those girls stick with it as

long as they have,” he said.

Girls hoops

Federated Court will
feature some returners in
girls basketball.

“Senior Maryn Pool
brings alot to the table for
us. She has the ability to
hit shots from the perime-
ter, finish at the rim, and
can be a great facilitator
as well,” said Owatonna
Head Coach Pat Webb.

Sophomore Jersey
Coleman is a “very
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Owatonna guard Nolan Ginskey dribbles past a Rochester
Century defender in last season’s section game. Owatonna
Head Coach Josh Williams called Ginskey “one of the top

guards in the conference.”

versatile offensive player
that can be a really tough
match up.” She can score
inside and outside, by
shooting or driving. Webb
said that senior Ava Ol-
son, a Bemidji State com-
mit, provides “a lot of size
and length. Defensively,
she shows the ability to
block or alter shots.”

Wrestling

On the mat, coach Der-
ek Johnson has a stable of
potential stars including
five seniors. Blake Fitcher
“is slated to be the most
explosive heavyweight in
Minnesota this season.”
Lane Karsten dealt with a
broken foot at sections last
year. He is “ready to final-
ly get on the state podium
this year,” said Johnson.

Isabelle Townley “is
looking strong and ready to
get back to the podium like
she did her freshman year.
R.J. Reinardy “is a human
highlight reel, always look-
ing to throw and put his
opponents away.” Donny
Sorenson “hit the weights
hard and will be moving up
weight classes and his ex-
plosiveness and tenacious
offense should benefit from
his new strength.”

Boys hockey

Boys hockey coach
Dennis Will has veterans
at both ends of the ice.
Senior Blake Davison is “a
strong leader both on the
ice and in the classroom.
Very strong defender and
will anchor our defense.”
Senior defenseman Seth
Johnson is “fiery and
competitive. He thrives on
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Owatonna’s Grace Mitchell fires a shot on net against Apple
Valley this season. Mitchell scored the attempt in a 6-5 win

over the Eagles.

competition and will be
aleader.” Senior forward
Andy Mitchell “will be a
force for us this year.”
The team is coming off
an 18-win season, “They
know how to win now.
We got guys coming from
the football season. They
know how to win. That
will hopefully rub down
to the lower levels and get
them focused on how to
play the game,” said Will.
Boys basketball
Get ready for more min-
utes from players that got a
taste of varsity basketball
on Josh Williams’ club.
Cole Kruschke is a “great
shooter and someone we are
relying heavily on” offen-
sively. Jack Motl is a “very
versatile player who can
guard and play a number
of different positions.” Will
Halverson “gives us some
nice size off the bench.”
The Huskies bring back
several seniors with exten-
sive experience including
all-conference guard Nolan

Ginskey, who led the squad
in many stat categories last
season. “He’s one of the top
guards in the conference,”
said Williams. He also
called Zach Haarstad, “a
high motor kid that really
competes,” and Darian
Stransky, “a physical for-
ward who can really defend
as well as a solid shooter.”

Gymnastics

OHS gymnastics has
anew home in the OHS
Gymnastics Center in the
old high school. Senior cap-
tains Halle Theis, Averie
Roush and Jozie Johnson
competed at state last sea-
son as did junior Kendra
Miller, sophomore Johanna
Speilman and freshman
Delia Neumann. Newcom-
er Paige Hullopeter could
crack the varsity lineup at
times for coach Evan Moe.

Boys swim/dive

In the pool, coach Peter
Rhodes sees junior Isaiah
Smith as one to watch. “He
was on the state relay and
also part of the two re-
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Owatonna's Jersey Coleman
goes up for a jump shot
during the Huskies' section
game against Lakeville
North last season. Owaton-
na Head Coach Pat Webb
listed Coleman as a player to
watch on this year's team.

cord-breaking relays,” said
Rhodes. Junior Logan Fly-
nn “can swim anything.”
Junior Phoenix Storm
“showed some promise at
the end of last year” in the
100 free and 100 backstroke.
Don’t miss freshman Jacob
Gleason in sprint freestyle.

Dance

The Owatonna Dance
Team finished second in
the Big Nine last winter
and hosts the conference
competition in January.
Senior leadership includes
Taylor Schewe, Chloe
Walerius, Norah Kath,
Nora Effertz, Maren
Smith, Kennedy Katzung,
Lauren Kubicek, Sophie
Woodfill, Alyssa Bock and
Aniston Sorum for head
coach Nikki Gefre.
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Panthers “expect some
bumps along the way’

BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
SPORTS EDITOR

NRHEG basketball
will continue to rebuild
its program after again
losing a strong contingen-
cy of varsity starters to
graduation.

With just four seniors
on the team, the Panthers
will rely heavily on their
nine juniors and three
sophomores, many of
whom will be playing
their first share of critical
varsity minutes.

“We’ll be looking to
improve as the season
goes along, and hope
to be playing our best
basketball by the end of
the year. We’ll be inexpe-
rienced, so I expect some
bumps along the way. We
have a very smart team
with good chemistry and
should be able to make

adjustments on the fly. We
should be more versatile
on both ends of the floor.
This group moves the
ball well, along with the
defensive flexibility and
attitude,” said NRHEG
Head Coach Dan Schmidt.

Returning this season
and stepping into larg-
er roles will be Aaden
Hanna, Grayson Schaefer,
Jase Knudson and Jordan
Brouwers.

All four athletes rotat-
ed in and out of the Pan-
thers’ starting lineup last
season, making them the
team’s most experienced
veterans on a relatively
young team.

According to Schmidt,
the team has a wealth of
pure shooters, but one at-
tribute that the team will
be lacking is adequate size.

“We’ll need to really
focus on rebounding as

we lost some size. We’ll
be scoring with a new
group of players and
dealing with inexperi-
ence. We'll be relying on
our seniors for leader-
ship, while also needing
the younger guys to step
into their roles quickly. It
will definitely be a team
effort, and will be fun

to watch it progress as
the season goes along.

If we can find a groove
offensively, I think we
can be more competitive
than we have been in the
past,” said Schmidt.

NRHEG is coming off
of a 3-24 season, meaning
the Panthers have plenty
of room to improve on last
year’s record.

Up next for the team
is a home matchup
against Madelia sched-
uled for Friday, Dec. 6 at
715 p.m.

CER WASH

Lerbergs Fitness, Car Wash & Coin Laundry

Have A Great Year Panthers!

‘#_ﬁ 118 5th Ave » Ellendale, MN
507-684-2471

Olhispering Ok

ASSISTED LIVING & MEMORY CARE

Exce}otiona[ Care.

fxtmon{inary Living.
903 Calverly Court ¢ Ellendale, MN 56026

507-684-3026 * Cornerstone Management Services

VACCINATED

AGAINST COVID-19:

Dec. 6

Dec. 12
Dec. 13
Dec. 17
Dec. 19
Dec. 20

Jan. 3

Jan.7

Jan. 10
Jan. 14
Jan. 17
Jan. 20
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NRHEG Boys Varsity
Basketball

7:15 p.m. vs. Madelia Jan.
7:15 p.m. vs. St. Clair
7:15 p.m. at Randolph Jan.
7:15 p.m. at Maple River Jan.
7:15 p.m. vs. USC Feb.
7 p.m. at Le Sueur- Feb.
Henderson Feb.
7:15 p.m. at Kenyon- Feb
Wanamingo Feb
7:15 p.m. at WEM Feb
7:30 p.m. vs. Hayfield Feb
5:45 p.m. at JWP Feb
7:15 p.m. at Blooming Prairie  Feb
7 p.m. at LCWM Feb

24

28
30
3

6

7

.10
.13
.14
.17
.20
.21
.28

7:15 p.m.

7:15 p.m.
7:15 p.m.
7:15 p.m.

7 p.m.

7:30 p.m.
7:15 p.m.

7 p.m.

7:15 p.m.
7:15 p.m.
7:15 p.m.
7:15 p.m.

7 p.m.

vs. Bethlehem
Academy

at Medford

at Usc

vs. WEM

at Nicollet

vs. JWP

vs. Blooming Prairie
at Mankato Loyola
at Alden-Conger
vs. Tri-City United
vs. Waseca

vs. Medford

at Martin County
West

ERC

4
Electric) g

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

CALL BROZ ELECTRIC FOR ALL
YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDS!

Residential « Farm « Commercial

od Luck Panthers!

BO7=414=1076 o Clarciemnt
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NRHEG looking forward
to "tough battles”

BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
SPORTS EDITOR

NRHEG girls’ basket-
ball has been an elite-lev-
el program for quite some
time, and the Panthers
aren’t showing any signs
of slowing down as the
team enters the 2024-25
season.

The Panthers will
return some key athletes
in Camryn and Quinn
VanMaldeghem, as well
as names like Chloe
Stork, Izley and Ezra Bo-
erner, Kylie Olson, Clara
Buendorf and Savannah
Farr.

“I’'m excited for this
team. They are compet-
itive, athletic and a fun
group of girls. We are
bringing back a couple
of kids who played big
minutes for us last year.
This is a group that has
some speed, rebounds

and runs the floor well,
and should cause some
havoc on defense. We
have a few kids who are
making the jump from
junior varsity last year to
big varsity minutes this
year. We have a tough
schedule this season and
are excited to have some
tough battles that we can
learn from. We’re hoping
to continue to improve all
season long so we’re play-
ing our best come playoff
time,” said NRHEG Head
Coach Onika Peterson.

The VanMaldeghem
twins figure to be the
team’s biggest scoring
threats this season after
Camryn led NRHEG
with 488 points in 2023-
24, with Quinn posting a
team third-best mark of
204 points.

However, NRHEG also
returns Izley Boerner
and Olson, both of whom

surpassed 125 points last
season as well.

Stork will also return
to the team after being
held out for the majori-
ty of last season due to
injury.

With a team that is
stacked with athleticism,
Peterson sees a clear path
for her team to take over
games.

“We need to rebound
and run the floor every
chance we can. Defen-
sively, we need to be
smart but aggressive. We

COURTESY ELI LUTGENS - NRHEG STAR EAGLE

NRHEG Girls Varsity Basketball

have a solid core of re- Dec. 5 7:15 p.m. at Medford Jan. 10 6 p.m. vs. Hayfield
. Dec. 13 4:15 p.m. vs. Sibley East Jan. 14 7:15 p.m. at JWP
turning athletes but are (at Maple River HS) Jan. 16 7:15 p.m. vs. Blooming Prairie
looking to see who will be Dec. 14 2:15 p.m. at Cotter Schools  Jan. 17 7:30 p.m. at Waseca
stepping into some holes (at Maple River HS) Jan. 23 7:15 p.m. at Bgthlehem
. Dec. 20 7:15 p.m. at Usc Academy
that we still need to ﬁll Dec. 27 5:30 p.m. vs. Minnesota Jan. 27 7:15 p.m. vs. Medford
from last season,” said Valley Lutheran Jan. 31 7:15 p.m. vs.USC
Peterson. (at NYA HS) Feb. 3 7:15 p.m. at WEM
) Dec. 28 4 p.m. vs. LCWM (at NYA Feb. 7 6 p.m. vs. JWP

.NRHEG S next game HS) Feb. 10 7:15 p.m. vs. St. Clair
will be on the road Jan.3 7:15 p.m. vs. Kenyon- Feb. 13 7:15 p.m. vs. Alden-Conger
against Medford on Wanamingo Feb. 14 7:15 p.m. at Randolph
Thursday, Dec. 5 at 7:15 Jan. 4 5:30 p.m. at Goodhue Feb. 18 7:15 p.m. at Tri-City United
pm Jan.7 7:15 p.m. vs. WEM

Mon-Sat
8a.m.-6p.m.
Sunday
10a.m.-1p.m.

LERBERG'S FOODS

Steele County's Oldest Grocery Store!
Since 1901

120 5th Ave, Ellendale 507-684-2472

Like us on Facebook Visit our website: lerbergsfoods.com

Good Luck This Sports Season Panthers! |

We understand small business
because we are a small business

314 E Main St, Blooming Prairie
507-583-7528

Doerhoefer, Miner,
Andrist & Arndt, P.A.

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

THOMPSON
SANITATIONINC

TS GOOD LUCK PANTHERS!

Steele County Drop Site: 1255 Kilworth Drive, NW ¢ Phone: 507-256-4370 Office in Clarks Grove ° 507-214-0685 - Recycling in Owatonna
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NRHEG to lean on senior leadership

BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
SPORTS EDITOR

NRHEG wrestling lost
some firepower last year
with Annabelle Petsinger
and George Roesler grad-
uating, but the Panthers
have plenty of rising stars
on roster ready to make
their senior years count in
2024-25.

Highlighting the senior
class are Harbor Crom-
well (172), Cole Hutchens
(215), Jace Thrke (285),
Aidan Schlaak (160) and
Seth Staloch (139.)

“Our team’s strength
comes literally where the
strength usually comes
from: the bigger wrestlers.
We have solid wrestlers

with several years of expe-
rience at the top end of our
lineup. We have a group of
athletes who work well to-
gether, and if we work to-
gether, we will be strong,”
said NRHEG Head Coach
Shawn Larson.

The Panthers figure
to have a daunting back
end to their lineup as the
squad’s experience is more
skewed toward the heavier
weights.

However, duals begin
at 107 pounds, meaning
NRHEG will have to work
hard to fill its lighter
weights and begin match-
es strong.

“Our weaknesses come
from lack of experience
in the lighter weights.

These younger wrestlers
have been working hard,
though, and we’re thinking
they will open some eyes in
the area,” said Larson.

In order for his team to
remain competitive, Lar-
son sees some key changes
that must be made to the
way his team wrestles.

“We need to able to get
athletes to wrestle full
matches. Last season, our
downfall was giving up
too many bonus points.

If we can eliminate that,
we will be much more
competitive. Also, tak-
ing risks to score points
in situations where we
have been tentative in the
recent past. If we focus on
scoring instead of win-
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Main Street Dental Clinics

comfortable dentistry

ning and losing, the wins
should come as a result,”
said Larson.

NRHEG's first dual of
the season will be on the
road against Maple River/
USC on Thursday, Dec. 5
at7p.m.

NRHEG Varsity Wrestling 2024-25

COURTESY ELI LUTGENS - NRHEG STAR EAGLE

Dec. S 7 p.m. at Maple River/USC Jan.9 7 p.m. at Westfield
Dec. 7 9:45 a.m. at St. James Jan. 11 8a.m. at Stewartville
(Tourney) (Invite)
Dec. 12 7 p.m. at Le Sueur- Jan.17 Sp.m. Home Tri
Henderson Jan. 23 Sp.m. at SJAHS Event
Dec. 13 4 p.m. at Lakeville South Center
(Trid Jan. 28 5p.m. at Triton
Dec. 19 6 p.m. at Blue Earth Area  Jan. 30 7 p.m. at WEM/JWP
Dec. 20 4 p.m. at Redwood Valley Feb. 1 9:30 a.m. at Maple River
(Tourney) (Tourney)
Dec. 21 9a.m. at Redwood Valley Feb.6 7 p.m. vs. Kenyon-
(Tourney) Wanamingo

Healthy Community | Youth Opportunity | Financial Security | Community Resiliency

Text GIVEUNITED
to 53-555

1850 Austin Rd Ste 103
Owatonna, MN 55060

507-455-1180

www.unitedwaysteelecounty.org

United
Way

United Way
of Steele County

Blooming Prairie
405 E Main St
507-583-2141

Owatonna
1170 E Frontage Rd
507-455-1000

New Richland
132 North Broadway

to rai

507-463-0502

Rochester
3110 Wellner Dr NE
507-536-7700

Mankato
287 St Andrews Dr
507-720-0250

over 50 programs in Steele County!!
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2024 Community OWATONNA

Campaign Leader pPuBLIC SCHOOLS

Engaging Communities
Connecting People

mainstreetdentalclinics.com
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STOP! DONT DRINR
AND DRIVE.

LET'S KEEP OUR ROADS SAFE FOR
EVERYONE. #DRIVESOBER

DON'T LET ONE MOMENT OF FUN
LEAD TO A LIFETIME OF REGRET.
STAY SAFE, STAY SMART, AND
ALWAYS CHOOSE A DESIGNATED /
DRIVER. YOUR LIFE AND THE LIVES /il
OF OTHERS DEPEND ON IT. W

e

MOS

HOME OF THE HONEST MECHANICS!
Blossoms

encourage

# HONEST-1°¢ their friends
AUTO CARE to use

Mon-Fri 7 a.m.-6 p.m. marijuana.

1125 S. Oak Ave. ® Owatonna
507-431-4576 ¢ www.Honest10watonna.com
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