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BLOOMING PRAIRIE
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BP enters rebuild
with high hopes

BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
SPORTS EDITOR

After a trip to the sec-
tion championship game
in 2024 and reaching the
semifinal round in 2025,
Blooming Prairie figures
to be in a rebuild year
after losing all but two
athletes from its 2024 core.

The Awesome Blos-
soms lost Brady Kittel-
son, Cooper Cooke, Jacob
Pauly, Carter Bishop and
Jack Bruns to gradua-
tion, leaving only junior
guard Gabe Staloch and
senior guard Bradley
Boyd as the last two

members of the section
championship team.

However, Blooming
Prairie Head Coach Cam
Rutledge sees no rea-
son why the Awesome
Blossoms won’t have high
standards for this winter
given the talent he has
returning.

“Moving up to Class
AA after spending the
last two seasons in Class
A will be a challenge for
us this season, but we
think we have a team that
can compete with every-
one on our schedule and
look to make a run at the
end of the year. We return

two starters from last
year’s team along with
another very good player
who was on junior varsity
last year because of the
transfer rule. Overall, our
expectations are high and
we are expecting to have
another good season,”
said Rutledge.

Staloch and Boyd figure

\

| PRAIRE

to make up the team’s
guard pairing and both
bring well-rounded skill-
sets to the roster.

The former averaged
a stellar 16.6 points, 5.3

237 Hwy. Ave. S.
Blooming Prairie
Daily 8 a.m. -7 p.m.

)

FAMILY MARKET *
Go Blossoms!
Locally Owned & Operated

. Dec. 5 7:15 p.m. at NRHEG Jan. 16
rebounds, 3.2 assists and Dec. 8 7 p.m. vs. Schaeffer Jan. 20
2.0 steals per game last Academy

See REBUILD on 19 » Dec.11  7:15p.m. atLyle-Pacelli Jan. 23
Dec.13 4 p.m. vs. Fillmore Central  Jan. 26
Dec.16 7 p.m. vs. Bethlehem Jan. 29
Academy Feb. 2
507_583_6671 Dec.19 7 p.m. at Randolph Feb. 5
Dec.22 7:1Sp.m. atKingsland Feb.6
vandalsfamilymarket.com Jan. 6 7 p.m. vs. Hayfield Feb. 10
Jan. 8 7 p.m. vs. Triton Feb. 12
Jan. 10 3 p.m. vs. St. Clair Feb. 17
Jan. 13 7 p.m. at Kenyon- Feb. 20

Wanamingo

Blooming Prairie Boys Basketball
Schedule 2025-26

7 p.m. at Medford

7 p.m. at Bethlehem
Academy

7 p.m. vs. JWP

7 p.m. vs. Randolph

7:15 p.m. atusSC

7:15 p.m.  at Hayfield

7 p.m. vs. WEM

7:15 p.m.  at Spring Grove

7 p.m. vs. Wabasha/Kellogg

7:15 p.m.  at Triton

7 p-m. vs. Southland

7 p.m. vs. Kenyon-

Wanamingo

Carl R. Peterson
Jill Lindeman

[nsurance Agency, LLC

236 E Main St. e PO Box 66
Blooming Prairie, MN 55917
Office (507) 583-7971
Fax (507) 583-7147
Cell (507) 383-3988
rrinsllccarl@gmail.com

Good:Luck
Blossoms!

teue's

Award Winning Smoked
& Cured Sausage Products

Good Luck this Season'
Meat Market 2105t Ave W, Ellendale, MN

507-684-2331

Find us on Facebook

Good Luck This Season Team!
From the Blooming Prairie Bus Company

Moving kids forward
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BP’s ‘youth movement
ready for next step

BLOOMING PRAIRIE WINTER SPORTS 2025

BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
SPORTS EDITOR

Blooming Prairie girls
basketball was a young
team that lacked varsity
experience in 2024-25 and
it showed on the team’s
record as it finished 7-19
overall.

However, the Awesome
Blossoms will feature two
key seniors on its varsity
lineup with Claire Schwarz

and Ella Salinas returning
to lead a team that is ready
to take the next step.

“We started the youth
movement last year start-
ing two eighth graders. We
definitely went through
some growing pains, but
in the end, we felt our
team continued to improve
throughout the year. Fast
forward to this year and
what we expect... Obvious-
ly, we feel with the experi-

ence last year, we should
be better. With that being
said, we have a lot of teams
on our schedule returning
many key players. We hope
to be more competitive this
year and chisel out a few
more wins,” said Blooming
Prairie Head Coach John
Worke.

Headlining the Awe-
some Blossoms’ 2025-26
roster will be Schwarz

See MOVEMENT on 19 »

BP Girls Basketball Schedule 2025

A0 «;

fjmmn mcl( Bl(lSSllMSl

Dec. 4 7 p.m. vs. NRHEG Jan. 20 7:15 p.m.  vs. Bethlehem

Dec.9 6 p.m. at Grand Meadow Academy

Dec.11 7 p.m. vs. Pine Island Jan. 22 7:15 p.m.  at Southland

Dec.13 2:30p.m. vs.Fillmore Central  Jan. 23 7:15p.m. atJWP

Dec.16 7 p.m. at Bethlehem Jan. 26 7 p.m. at Randolph
Academy Jan. 29 7 p.m. vs. USC

Dec.19 7 p.m. vs. Randolph Feb. 2 7 p.m. at Hayfield/

Dec.23 7:30 p.m. at Tri-City United Schaeffer Academy

Jan. 8 7:15 p.m.  at Triton Feb. 6 7:15 p.m. atWEM

Jan. 10 1:30 p.m.  vs. St. Clair Feb.10 7 p.m. at Alden-Conger/

Jan. 13 7 p.m. vs. Kenyon- Glenville-Emmons
Wanamingo Feb.12 7 p.m. vs. Triton

Jan. 15 7 p.m. vs. Kingsland Feb.19 7 p.m. vs. Maple River

Steele County Drop Site: 1255 Kilworth Drive, NW
Phone: 507-256-4370 Office in Clarks Grove ¢ 507-214-0685

- Recycling in Owatonna

CALL BROZ ELECTRIC FOR ALL

YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDS!

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

Residential « Farm ¢ Commercml
‘Electric Good Luck Blossoms! &5
BO7=414-107/6 o Clarement

Good Luck This Sports Season Blossoms!

Iacovino Law Office

Jason lacovino, Attorney |

We understand small business

Doerhoefer, Miner, because we are a small business

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

Andrist & Arndt, P.A.

314 E Main St, Blooming Prairie
507-583-7528

507.583.6663

handilawoffice.com

DDECCCEDDERN AILITA
I—

540 Highway 218 | South Blooming Prairie

3 year/36,000 miles
Warranty

3

ASE
Certified
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WESTFIELD WRESTLING

DECEMBER 2025

Westtield is young
and hungry

BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
SPORTS EDITOR

After a couple of sea-
sons contending for the
top of the Gopher Con-
ference pack, Westfield
wrestling will have to rely
on some younger talent to
keep itself afloat.

According to co-head
coach David Lassahn,
the Razorbacks are full of
talented young wrestlers,
and will rely heavily on
their early-lineup athletes.

“We will be a young
team this season, and will
rely on our lower weights
to get us off to a great start
in dual meets. Staying
healthy will also be key, as
we don’t have a lot of depth
in the upper weights.,”
said Lassahn.

Westfield will be without
some key athletes this sea-
son after state runner-up
and all-time program wins
leader Bo Zwiener and

fellow state entrants Alex
Lea and Gage Mullenbach
all graduated in 2025.
Injuries have already
begun to plague the team
as well.
“We will be missing
two of our top wrestlers in
Cannon Wacek and Wyatt
Arndt. They both suffered
injuries during football. So,
we will be looking for some
new guys in the lineup to
step up,” said Lassahn.
However, rising in the
ranks for the Razorbacks
are names such as Derek
Miner and Bentley Miller.
Miner returns as a
sophomore coming off of
a stellar 31-7 freshman
season that saw him
place third in sections at
114 pounds. He figures to
make a difference at a new,
heavier weight this season.
Miller also returns as
a sophomore and will be
looking to make a deep
section run after being

forced out of post-season
competition due to injury.

Other names to watch
out for include eighth-grad-
er Elijah Butteris and sev-
enth-grader Easton Busho.

“Our goal is to im-
prove each day, and give
ourselves a chance to be
competing for a section
title at the end of the year,”
said Lassahn.

The Razorbacks
finished last season 3-3
in conference action and
18-19 overall.

Westfield’s first dual
will be held at Bloom-
ing Prairie High School
against WEM/JWP on
Thursday, Dec. 4 at 7 p.m.

Westfield Wrestling Schedule 2025-26

Dec. 4 7 p.m.
Dec.11 7 p.m.
Dec.13 9:30a.m.
Dec.16 7 p.m.
Dec.20 TBD
Dec.30 8:30a.m.
Jan. 2 S p.m.
Jan.8 S p.m.

THE AWESUNE B0z
thdd
Y

vs. WEM/JWP (BPHS) Jan.9

at NRHEG Jan. 13
at Byron Jan. 17
vs. GMLOKS (HHS)

at Northwood- Jan. 22
Kensett (lowa) Jan. 24
at North High Jan. 27
School — St. Paul

at NRHEG Jan. 29

at Kenyon-Wanamingo Feb. 5

7 p.m.
S p.m.
9a.m.

7 p.m.
9a.m.
S p.m.

7 p.m.
7 p.m.

at Rochester Century
at Maple River/USC
Home Invitational
(HHS)

vs. Triton

at Rochester Century
vs. Fillmore Central
& Pine Island (HHS)
at Austin

at Medford

Blooming Prairie Schools
Blossoming Into Learners and Leaders

blossoms.k12.mn.us

¥ o~

EREE.CONSULTATIGNSE

. Dsbsvak .

OGN Lo o o] NN oY X VYR AN www.drdeborahlienorthodontics.com

et

DDS, MBS

583.6613

132 2nd Ave NE
Blooming Prairie

HAVE AN AMAZING YEAR BLOOMING PRAIRIE STUDENTS!

‘ ' Tandem Products, Inc. » HRBP@TandemProducts.com » 507.583.7222 » 520 Industrial Drive Blooming Prairie, MN
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Steele Sports
JOHNNIE PHILLIPS

It’s time to head inside,
avoid the cold, and watch
your favorite athletes hit
the courts, rinks and mats.

he snow was late Here’s who to look out
T to the season, for this winter:
but winter sports Boys basketball
have already been back in Blooming Prairie boys

basketball is coming off

full swing.

STAFF PHOTO BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
NRHEG standout wrestler Ryan Schlaak manhandles his oppo-
nent at the state tournament last year. Schlaak will be the Pan-
thers' leading wrestler this season as a two-time state entrant.

STAFF PHOTO BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
Blooming Prairie guard Gabe Staloch drives past a Kenyon-
Wanamingo defender in last season’s section quarterfinal
game. Staloch burst onto the scene as Blooming Prairie’s
starting point guard as a freshman and will be turning heads
again as the team's spotlight player in his junior season.

of a section semifinal run
last season and brings
back some standout names
to try and make another
deep run this year.

Leading the Awesome
Blossoms will be senior
guard sophomore guard
Gabe Staloch, senior guard
Bradley Boyd and NRHEG
transfer Jared Lee.

Adding some extra
height and physicality
will be junior forward
Connor Cooke.

NRHEG boys basketball
has a few returning names
to watch out for in junior
center Lavon Jewison,
junior guard Brendan
Schmidt and sophomore
guard Calvin Nissen.

The Panthers will have
plenty of speed and pure
shooting ability, and will
have Jewison’s height in
the post as well.

Medford boys basketball

Gopher Conterence
athletes to watch

will be led by the tandem
of Landon Seiler, Orion
Heintz and John Hora.

The Tigers will look
to utilize the athleticism
of Seiler and shooting of
Heintz, while trying to
feed the ball down low to
use Hora’s size and length.

Girls basketball

NRHEG girls basket-
ball will feature a strong
roster of returning talent
with Camryn and Quinn
VanMaldeghem coming
back to the team after help-
inglead the Panthers to a
state tournament berth.

The twins have a rare
mixture of size and speed
that could make them dan-
gerous to guard anywhere
on the court.

Chloe Stork will also
return to full-time action
and have a pivotal role in
the post after the team
lost center Kylie Olson to

STAFF PHOTO BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
Westfield's Derek Miner tangles with his Kenyon-
Wanamingo opponent. Miller and teammate Derek Miner
will be Westfield's top two wrestlers on a roster that is
rebuilding after losing a ton of firepower.

injury before the season.
Blooming Prairie will
have a younger lineup again
with two freshman - Elaine
Schwarz and Emmerson
Nelson - playing pivotal
roles on this year’s roster,
but the Awesome Blossoms
will also be able to bank
on familiar faces Claire
Schwarz and Ella Salinas for
crucial minutes this season.
Claire Schwarz and Nel-
son will run the point while
Elaine Schwarz and Salinas
float around the post, offer-
ing the Awesome Blossoms
a balanced attack.
Wrestling
Westfield wrestling is
in rebuild year after losing
multiple big names, but
some serious talent in the
lighter weights comes back
with Derek Miner and
Bentley Miller on roster.
The former finished
last season 31-7 and third
at sections, while the
latter was on pace for a

STAFF PHOTO BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
NRHEG guard Camryn VanMaldeghem drives past a
Providence Academy defender at the state tournament last
season. VanMaldeghem and her twin sister, Quinn, will be
the Panthers’ senior leaders this season on a team hoping
to get back to the state tournament.

shot at a deep section run
before injury.

Second-year Medford
Head Coach Trevor Erler
lost some big names to
graduation last spring, but
he has a wealth of hun-
gry wrestlers in James
Wegner, Connor Wilson,
Tanner Milewski and
Luther Johannes coming
up in the ranks.

Wilson is the team’s lone
senior and nearly made an
appearance at state last
season after falling in sec-
ond overtime in his section
semifinal match.

Meanwhile, the junior
duo of Milewski and
Wegner will be on pace
for breakout seasons after
having worked with some
talented practice partners
in years past.

NRHEG wrestling will
rely on two state entrants
as the team’s leaders with
Ryan Schlaak and Grahm
Jacobson returning.

PUBLICATION OF STEELE COUNTY TIMES
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Medtord ready to take
the next step

BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS last season, and although  big minutes last year and

SPORTS EDITOR the team lacks big num- that have been playing
bers again this season, varsity for three years
After rejoining the Go- Medford should beready =~ now. Combining that
pher Conference in 2024-25  to compete for some experience with a couple
following a year hiatus to wins. of new players and a few
develop athletes in 2023, “Goals and expecta- players ready to make the
the Medford Tigers had tions should be to get jump to bigger varsity
arough go, finishing last some conference and minutes it is time to put it
season 0-27. some non-conference all together and compete
The Tigers were short wins this year. We are re- in more games this year,” et -
on varsity experience turning guys who played See NEXT STEPon19» L - == =

Medford Boys Basketball Schedule 2025-26

Dec.5 7 p.m. vs. Bethlehem Jan. 15 7 p.m. at Bethlehem Residential Farm Industrial

COLE'S
ELeECTRIC, inc. 907-491-1387

Academy Academy .
Dec. 8 7 p.m. at St. Clair Jan. 16 7 p.m. vs. Blooming Prairie Free Estimates
Dec. 9 7 p.m. at Triton Jan.20 7 pm. at NRHEG 24-Hour Emergency Service
Dec.12 7 p.m. vs. Cleveland Jan. 23 7 p.m. at Kenyon-
Dec. 15 7 p.m. vs. Parnassus Wanamingo
Preparatory School Jan. 26 7 p.m. vs. Le Roy-Ostrander
Dec. 16 7 p.m. vs. NRHEG Jan. 27 7 p.m. vs. USC
Dec.18 7 p.m. atUsC Jan. 29 7 p.m. vs. Hayfield —-I
Dec.22 7 p.m. at Alden-Conger Feb. 2 7 p.m. at WEM - X
Dec.30 6:30p.m. atlLyle Feb. 6 7 p.m. at Randolph — Shig |
Jan.6 7 p.m. vs. WEM Feb. 13 7 p.m. vs. JWP
Jan.9 7 p.m. at JWP Feb. 17 7 p.m. vs. Schaeffer [ | 8. ¥ .
Jan.13 7 p.m. vs. MN Academy Academy M
for the Deaf Feb.19  7pm. vs. Nicollet LLASLLEI SN tcele County Drop Site: 1255 Kilworth Drive, NW « Phone: 507-256-4370 il ol B 30 03
Feb.20  7:15pm.  atTri-City United SANITATION INC. Office in Clarks Grove * 507-214-0685 - Recycling in Owatonna

Luck o Yot MEDFORD BUS COMPANY
I GOOD LUCK Movi Kid . -
Spoils Seasens: TIGERS! BT

Medford Teacher's Union

OWVWATONNA

ONE COMMUNITY, ENDLESS POSSIBILITIES FEDERATED//NSURA/NCE @
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Medtord aims to get back
to winning ways

BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
SPORTS EDITOR

Medford Head Coach
Trevor Erler steps into his
second season on the job
with a light roster of just 16
wrestlers, but he is ready
to turn his wrestling room
into a winning squad.

With one senior, Erler’s
job will be to get his
younger guys up to speed
as quickly as possible to
prepare his inexperienced
wrestlers for varsity battle
grounds.

“Medford is looking to
build off successful mo-
ments in 2025 to catapult
into 2026 with a stronger,
faster and improved
team. We expect to lean
on lessons learned last
season and leverage the
experience gained to earn
some respect within the
conference and section,”
said Erler.

The Tigers finished
last season 2-14 in duals,

meaning there is plenty of
room for improvement.
With holes in the lineup
to fill after a big graduat-
ing class, Erler already
knows who his main ath-
letes are who will have to
step up for their team.
“James Wegner was
voted as a team captain
last season as a sopho-
more. His dedication to the
sport was on full display
this summer... He’s more
physical, explosive, and
more experienced as a
wrestler than almost any-
one in the room. Tanner
Milewski learned excep-
tional technique from
state place-winner, Kaden
Harfmann, as his practice
partner last year... He is
relentless in scoring from
anywhere in matches. He
has a fierce drive and pas-
sion to succeed, which will
make him a state entrant
before graduation. Luther
Johannes is a physical
freak. He dedicated the off-

season to participating in
jiudjitsu training and spent
his time in the weight
room. He put on 15 pounds
of muscle, and though
young in his career, he
has the potential and drive
to be a perennial state
entrant and place winner.
Conor Wilson is the only
senior on the team. He
was a second overtime
period away from making
the state tournament last
season. His weight class
graduated some superior
talent and his experience
will gain him wins this
season with an expected
state entrant berth,” said
Erler of his guys.

As for the season’s
goals, the objective re-
mains simple.

“Double our number
of wins from last season,”
said Erler.

Medford’s next matchup
will be a home duel with
NRHEG on Thursday,
Dec.4at7p.m.

COURTESY KARI THOLE - VENTURE PORTRAITS

Medford Wrestling Schedule 2025-26

Dec. 4 7 p.m. vs. NRHEG Jan. 10 10 a.m. at Buffalo
Dec.13 8am. at Northfield Jan. 13 S p.m. at St. Charles
Dec.18 7 p.m. at Triton Jan. 15 7 p.m. vs. Kenyon-
Dec.19 12 p.m. at Rochester Wanamingo
Civic Center Jan. 22 7 p.m. at WEM/JWP
Dec.20 10a.m. at Rochester Jan. 24 10 a.m. at Lake City
Civic Center Jan. 27 S p.m. at St. Clair
Jan. 6 S p.m. at Le Sueur- Jan. 29 7 p.m. at Maple River/USC
Henderson Feb. S 7 p.m. vs. Westfield
Jan. 8 Sp.m. at Highland Park

PROUDLY SERVING STEELE COUNTY

Brick-Meger Funeral Home - Medford Funeral Home

megercares.com | 507.451.1457

MEDEGRD

\ TIGERS )\

€0o0D TIGER TEBNIST

THENMEDEFORD SCHOOL
PROUD

CALL BROZ ELECTRIC FOR ALL
YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDS!

Residential - Farm - Commercial

“Electric Good Luck Tlgersl
24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE  BO7=414-107/ o [3

@ FIRST STATE BANK OF RED WING h

WHERE FAMILY AND FINANCE COME
TOGETHER TO MEET YOUR NEEDS!!

RED WING - MAZEPPA - MEDFORD

Good Luck Medford Tigers!

Member

www.firststatebankredwing.com

uuuuuuuuuuu
LENDER
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Owatonna graduates
entire starting five

BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
SPORTS EDITOR

Owatonna Head Coach
Josh Williams has seen
it all in his 22 years at
the helm, but the 2025-26
season will be an entirely
different ball game as he
has to replace his entire
starting five from last
season.

The Huskies will be
without Nolan Ginskey,
Cole Kruschke, Jackson
Mottl, Darian Stransky
and Zach Haarstad due
to graduation in 2025,
leaving Williams to find
his next standout athletes
on a roster that includes
four seniors, 11 juniors
and a tryout process for 32
sophomores.

“Ilove our guys. Yes,
we are green and inex-
perienced, but I do feel
we have quality senior
leadership as well as some
depth and talent in our
juniors and sophomores.

How we blend those three
grades... mature and come
together as a group... and
how hard we compete
will determine a lot with
regards to our success.
We preach a lot to be at
our best in February and
March, and we hope and
expect that to be the case
this season. Our learning
curve will be great from
the beginning of the year
to the end,” said Williams.

Leading the Huskies
this season will be return-
ers Will Halverson and
Gavin Burmeister.

The latter was the team’s
sixth man who came in to
supply strong guard play,
but will now be asked to be
a full-time contributor on
both ends of the court.

Meanwhile, Halverson
was the team’s primary
relief at the post position
and will take on the role of
the team’s center.

According to Williams,
other names to watch out

for include junior guard
Willie Moore, junior
forward Brendan Klecker
and sophomore guard
Cooper Routh.

Regardless of who steps
on the court, expectations
for the program remain
the same.

“I expect us to compete
with unrelenting effort
every night... Play with
great pace and tempo
on the offensive end and
share the ball willingly to
be as successful as we can.
If we do those things, I

Doerhoefer, Miner,
Andrist & Arndt, P.A.

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

Good Luck This Sports Season Huskies!

We understand small business

because we are a small business

314 E. Main St., Blooming Prairie | 507-583-7258
685 W. Bridge St., Suite 6, Owatonna | 507-451-9136

133 N. Broadway, New Richland | 507-465-8100

hope we can surprise some
teams this year and exceed
where we are predicted to

fall in both the Big Nine
Conference and Section
1AAAA.,” said Williams.
Captaining the Hus-
kies in 2025-26 will be the

senior duo of Burmeister
and Halverson.

Owatonna finished 10-
10 in conference and 14-14
overall last season, and
will look to improve on
those marks.

Williams will also aim

STAFF PHOTO BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS

to earn a piece of Owa-
tonna history as well, as
he sits just 19 wins away
from 400.

Owatonna’s next game
will be on the road against
Red Wing on Thursday,
Dec. 4 at 7:30 p.m.

Owatonna Boys Varsity Basketball 2025-26

Dec. 4 7:30 p.m. at Red Wing Jan. 16 7:30 p.m. vs. Mankato East
Dec.9 7:30 p.m.  vs.Century Jan. 20 7:30 p.m.  at Northfield
Dec.11  7:30p.m. vs.Hastings Jan. 23 7:30 p.m. at Albert Lea
Dec.13 1p.m. vs. Winona Jan. 27 7:30 p.m.  vs.Red Wing
Dec.16  7:30 p.m. at Austin Jan. 30 7:30 p.m. at Century
Dec.18 7:30 p.m. vs. Faribault Feb. 2 7:30 p.m. at Winona
Dec.22 7:30p.m. vs.Waconia Feb.6 7:30 p.m.  vs. Austin
Dec.29 6p.m. at Owatonna HS Feb.10 7:30 p.m. at Faribault
(Holiday Tournament) Feb.13  7:30p.m. vs.John Marshall
Dec.30 3:30 p.m. at Owatonna HS Feb.17  7:30 p.m. vs. Mankato West
(Holiday Tournament) Feb.20 7:30p.m. atMayo

Jan. 8 7:30 p.m.  atJohn Marshall Feb.24  7:30 p.m. at Mankato East
Jan. 10 1 p.m. at Mankato West Feb.27  7:30 p.m. vs. Northfield
Jan. 13 7:30 p.m. vs.Mayo

ONE COMMUNITY, ENDLESS POSSIBILITIES FEDERATEDI//NSURA/NCE W
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Huskies ready to pick
up where they left ott

BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
SPORTS EDITOR

Owatonna girls
basketball has all of the
pieces in place to be just
as competitive as it was
in 2024-25 when the team
finished 22-6 overall and
reached the semifinal
round of the Section
1AAAA playoffs.

The Huskies bring
back nearly their entire
starting lineup from
a year ago and will be
made up of big-minute
players that will feature
a variety of size, speed
and athleticism.

“Expectations remain
the same. We feel like
we can compete in the
Big Nine Conference,
as well as our section.
We had a great summer
and showed well in our
scrimmage. We believe
we can be a great de-
fensive team again this

year and could ramp our
pressure a little more
from a year ago. Offen-
sively, we believe we can
take a step forward from
last year, as we believe
we can be an improved
shooting team,” said
Owatonna Head Coach
Pat Webb.

Key players returning
to the Huskies’ lineup are
Jersey Coleman, Jessica
Fisher, Addi Langlois,
Sophia Schlauderaff and
Leah Leckner.

Webb described
Coleman as a “versatile
player who can score at
all three levels” while
also being a “great re-
bounder.”

He also had high
praise for Fisher, saying
she “is a game changer
on defense that can guard
the 1-5 positions.” He also
showed mentioned that
Langlois while bring an
offensive spark as an

“elite shooter.”

Leckner will also
enter the lineup as a
“great competitor” and
a “steady presence at
the point guard spot.”
Meanwhile, Schlaud-
eraff — now a senior
—will be able to play
for the first time since
her sophomore season.
Webb described her as a
“high-motor player.”

The lineup will in-
clude Langlois, Leckner
and Schlauderaff at the
guard spots with Cole-
man floating around the
court as a forward, and
Fisher taking up prima-
ry residence in the post.

Captaining the Hus-
kies in 2024-25 will be the
quartet of seniors: Cole-
man, Fisher, Langlois
and Schlauderaff.

Owatonna’s next game
will be at home against
Stewartville on Friday,
Dec. 5at 7:30 p.m.

Be Pest-Free With Lemke!
507-259-8123

- PEST CONTROL
Vg
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Owatonna Girls Varsity Basketball
2025-26

Dec. 5 7:30 p.m.  vs. Stewartville Jan. 16 7:30 p.m. at Mankato East
Dec.9 7:30 p.m.  at Century Jan. 20 7:30 p.m.  vs. Northfield
Dec.12 7:30p.m. atWinona Jan. 23 7:30 p.m. vs. Albert Lea
Dec.16  7:30 p.m. vs. Austin Jan. 27 7:30 p.m. at Red Wing
Dec.19 7:30p.m. at Faribault Jan.30  7:30 p.m. vs.Century
Dec.29 TBD at White Bear Lake  Jan. 31 2 p.m. at New Prague
(Holiday Tournament) Feb. 2 7:30 p.m. vs.Winona
Dec.30 1:15p.m. at White Bear Lake Feb. 6 7:30 p.m.  at Austin
(Holiday Tournament) Feb.10  7:30 p.m. vs. Faribault
Jan. 8 7:30 p.m.  vs.John Marshall Feb.13 7:30 p.m. atJohn Marshall
Jan. 10 7:30 p.m.  vs. Mankato West Feb.17  7:30 p.m. at Mankato West
Jan.13  7:30p.m. at Mayo Feb.20 7:30p.m. vs.Mayo

CALL BROZ ELECTRIC FOR ALL
YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDS!

) < Residential « Farm « Commercial

— EIectric) good Luck Huskies!
24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE  507=414=107/G o Claremens

THOMPSON
SANITATION INC.

TS 00D LUCK HUSKIES!

Steele County Drop Site: 1255 Kilworth Drive, NW « Phone: 507-256-4370
Office in Clarks Grove * 507-214-0685 - Recycling in Owatonna

Owatonna Bus Company
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Owatonnas
numbers

take a hit

BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
SPORTS EDITOR

Editor’s Note: The Steele
County Times sent a ques-
tionnaire to the Owaton-
na wrestling program,
but received no response,
resulting in insufficient
information for a com-
plete write up on the Hus-
kies’ 2025-26 outlook.

Owatonna wrestling
had an extremely suc-
cessful 2024-25 individual
season with nine state
entrants, but the team
will be without many key
weapons in 2025-26.

The Huskies watched
five of their nine state
competitors graduate last
spring, but the team will
benefit from the return of
some boys and girls team
staples.

Owatonna’s senior
leadership on the boys
side will be handled by
Trey Hiatt, Jacob Wilson,
Jayden Jirele, Carter Flat-
land and Kaden Keller.

Hiatt figures to be the
team’s most decorated
wrestler on roster having
reached 100 wins and
qualifying as a state en-
trant in 2023.

He was on pace to
make a return trip to the
big meet last season, but
injuries kept him side-
lined during the section
tournament.

Wilson returns to the
team after a shortened
trip to state that saw him
lose in the first round.

He will be joined by
teammate Gabe Robb as
the lone two boys com-
petitors that managed to
reach the bright lights
of the now Grand Casino
Arena.

On the girls’ side,
Owatonna will be led by
perennial contender Aliah
Fischer as she battles back
from a hip injury sustained
in an off-season match.

Fischer has been Owa-
tonna’s most consistent
wrestler in recent years
placing fourth at state in

71y ~ : 7
P SKIE ausi¥s

2024 and fifth in 2023.
The sophomore will
be aname to watch in the
state championship hunt if
she can remain healthy.
Joining Fischer on the
girls squad is returning
senior Mckayla Selle.
Selle qualified for
state last season after a
near-perfect 5-1 run in
sections to earn her place
amongst Minnesota’s best.
Owatonna’s first meet
is an invitational at
Woodbury High School on
Saturday, Dec. 6 at 9 a.m.

e

Owatonna Varsity Wrestling 2025-26

Dec. 6

Dec. 11
Dec. 13
Dec. 13
Dec. 19

Dec. 19
Dec. 20

Jan. 2

Jan. 2

Jan. 3

9a.m.
S p.m.
8a.m.
8a.m.
12 p.m.

4:30 p.m.
10 a.m.

TBD
TBD

9a.m.

at Woodbury

at Century

at Prior Lake (Boys)
at Hopkins (Girls)

at Rochester

Civic Center (Boys)
Home Invite (Girls)
at Rochester

Civic Center (Boys)
at La Crosse Center
(Boys)

at La Crosse Center
(Boys)

at SJA HS Event
Center (Girls Invite)

Jan.
Jan.
Jan.

Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.

8
9
10

15
17
17
22
23
24
24
29
31

Feb.5

COURTESY MIKE OLDENBURG - OLDENBURG PHOTOGRAPHY

7 p.m. at Stewartville

2:30 p.m. at Bemidji (Girls)

9a.m. at Zumbrota-
Mazeppa

S p.m. Home Tri

9a.m. at Hayfield (Boys)

10 a.m. at Pine Island (Girls)

S p.m. at Faribault

5p.m. at Simley (Girls)

8a.m. at Osseo (Girls)

12 p.m. at New Ulm (Boys)

7 p.m. vs. Albert Lea

10 a.m. at Maple River

S p.m. at Mankato West

WHAT MATTERS MOST.

INSURANCE DESIGNED WITH
YOU AND YOUR DREAMS IN MIND.

CALL (507) 455-3501 TODAY TO SEE HOW | CAN HELP PROTECT

AMERICAN FAMILY
| INSURANCE |

Jessica Gruenwald, Agent
212 S 0ak Ave, Owatonna
(507) 455-3501
jmeeksT@amfam.com

®

PROUDLY SERVING STEELE COUNTY

Brick-Meger Funeral Home ' Medford Funeral Home

megercares.com | 507.451.1457
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Huskies ready
to build on
strong tinish

BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS

and transition. Our goals

DI__I

| pesion

- SHOTS
D ON GOAL
gb

FLAYEH- ﬂEfllALTV OWATONNA HOCKEY PLAYER FEIII’A'I'IW.TY -

SPORTS EDITOR are always to be near the
top of the conference and
Owatonna boys hockey battle for the title. We
lost 13 seniors in 2024-25 have been in the section
but did not allow the mas- semifinal game the past
sive roster hit to stop the two years. I would like to
team from stepping up in see us match that or go
big games. beyond,” said Owatonna COURTESY MIKE OLDENBURG - OLDENBURG PHOTOGRAPHY
The HuskKies finished Head Coach Dennis Will.
last season 12-14-1, but beat Making up the Huskies’”  large portion of its roster. .
the No. 3 Rochester Centu-  top line and leading from “T think our sopho- Owaton Na BOUS Va rsrtg Ice HOCkeg
ry/John Marshall on the the front will be Grady mores, as they get more
road in the Section 1AA Roush, Zach Klecker and experience of playing high 2025_26
playofts before playing No. Zach Roesner. school hockey and learn
2 Lakeville North and com- “They came on real tp adapt, they will only get Dec. 4 7 p.m. vs. Faribault Jan.13 7 p.m. vs. Dodge County
peting hard in a 3-2 loss. strong at the end of the better,” said Will. Dec.6 3 p.m. at Spring Lake Park  Jan.15 7 p.m. vs. Albert Lea
“We’re young with season and were a threat A key sophomore to bec.11l 7 p.m. vs. Mankato East Jan. 17 2pm. at Marshall
. . Dec.13 2p.m. at Century/ Jan. 20 7:15 p.m. at Winona
sophqmores at all kpy to score ever.y time they watch Wlll.be goaltender John Marshall Jjan.22  715pm.  at Mankato East
positions: goaltending, were on the ice. They are Braxton Ringhofer, who Dec.18 7 p.m. vs. Mayo Jan.24 7 pm. vs. Century/John
defense and forward. As a year older and will have steps in to take over pri- Dec.29 TBD at Essentia Duluth Marshall
they acclimate to high more time to develop that mary duties in net during Heritage Center Jan.27 7 p.m. vs. Waseca
school hockey and gain chemistry,” said Will. his first year as a varsity Dec. 30 TBD at Essentia Duluth  Jan.28 7 p.m. atMayo
. ; . . . Heritage Center Feb. 5 7:15 p.m.  at Northfield
experience, I see this team With eight seniors, athlete. Dec.31 TBD at Essentia Duluth  Feb. 7 1p.m. at Red Wing
getting better as the sea- eight juniors and a stag- Owatonna’s next game Heritage Center Feb.10 7 p.m. vs. Mankato West
son progresses. Wereturn  gering 22 sophomores, will be at home against Jan. 8 7 p.m. vs. Lourdes Feb.12 7 pm. at Hopkins
enough upperclassmen Owatonna will have a Faribault on Thursday, Jan.10 7 p.m. vs. Northfield
to help with this growth steep learning curve for a Dec.4at7p.m.
. COLE'S
G O O D LUC K =l : ELECTRIC, iINC. 907-491-1387

T

" HUSKIES!

= " " -
Residential Farm Industrial CommerC|al

Free Estimates B
24-Hour Emergency Service

7596 NW 40th St. Owatonna = www.ColesElectric.com

761 FOUNDATION

Invest in Young Minds — The Community’s Future
761foundation.com

160 26th St. NE  Owatonna
507-413-0819  507-413-0817

10 pm

’ @ LAMM@ ENA

Hours: Monday-Sunday - 11 am -
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Huskies b

BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
SPORTS EDITOR

Owatonna girls’ hock-
ey will be in position to
compete with the Big
Nine’s top teams after
returning multiple top
scorers from last sea-
son’s team that finished
14-9-2.

According to Head
Coach Tony Cloud, the
team has done some mix-
ing and matching with
its lines, trying to build
chemistry between ath-
letes who weren’t always
on the ice together last
season.

The Huskies are off to
a 1-3 start so far in 2025-
26, but only one game
has been a Big Nine Con-
ference matchup (4-2 loss
to Northfield), meaning
not much damage has
been done to the team’s
overall points.

Owatonna’s bread and
butter this season will be
its defense, anchored by
senior captains Kendra
Bogen and Paige Thomp-
son.

Bogen returns as the
second leading point
scorer for the team in
2024-25, and will have
the luxury of working
the puck into the zone
with last year’s leading

p——
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ring back strong numbers
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scorer, Grace Mitchell.

Mitchell is the team’s
top forward and comes
back for her junior
season after notching
37 points (20 goals, 17
assists) in just 25 games.

Owatonna will be
without its usual net-
minder after Leah
Spencer graduated last
season, but the future
looks bright in the hands
of junior Sawyer Born.

The first-year starter
is off to a strong start

COURTESY MIKE OLDENBURG - OLDENBURG PHOTOGRAPHY

allowing just 13 goals on
133 shots, good for 3.25
goals against average
and a.902 save percent-

Owatonna Girls Varsity Ice Hockey
2020-26

age.

If anything is certain, Dec.9  7p.m. vs. Austin Dec.31 1lam. at Schmitz-Maki Ice
the Huskies’ will be Dec. 11 7:15 p.m. at Mankato East Arena
resilient and dangerous Dec.13 5p.m. at South St. Paul Jan. 6 7 p.m. vs. Mankato East

. ioht d Dec.16 7 p.m. vs. Century/John Jan.9 7 p.m. vs. Rogers

on any given night, an Marshall Jan. 10 2 p.m. vs. Elk River
should be fine-tuned for Dec.18 7 p.m. at Mayo Jan.13  7:15p.m.  at Northfield
a successful year as the Dec.20 1p.m. at Brainerd Jan.15  7:15p.m. atAlbert Lea
season progresses. Dec. 23 6 p.m. VS. Wag;ata ) Jan. 20 7 p.m. vs. Winona

Up next for the team Dec.29 11l am. at Schmitz-Makilce Jan.24  3p.m. at Century/
. . Arena John Marshall
is a home game against Dec.30 11 am. at Schmitz-Makilce Jan.29 7 p.m. vs. Albert Lea
Austin on Thursday, Arena Jan.31  2pm. at Hastings
Dec.9at 7 p.m.

CONTACT US
Main: 507.414.7800
Cell/Desk: 507.414.7801
info@bakerts.com
bakerts.com

Security Systems, Cameras, and More
Commercial | Residential | Farm

TV - Smart Home - Security - Computers
Wi-Fi - Emails - and More STOP IN TO SEE US I E C H
NEW LOCATION
worsmenes SERVICE S

Owatonna MN
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Huskies ready to
detend state title

BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
SPORTS EDITOR

Owatonna gymnastics
won its first-ever state
title last season when
the team posted 146.825
points to edge out New
Prague for the champion-
ship by.375 points.

Now, in 2025-26, Owa-
tonna is set to defend its
title — and it finds itself
in a strong position to
achieve that goal.

“Our goal is to head
back to state as a team
and defend our state
championship title. I
have nine out of 12 of my
athletes returning from
our state championship
team last year. I expect
all of them to continue
to make an impact on
our team. We have Delia
Neumann, who was the
2025 state champion on
beam returning along
with Chloe Myer, who
placed third in the same
event at the 2025 state
championships. I also
expect Kendra Miller,
Johanna Spielman and

Dylann Norrid to stand
out, as they all were 2025
individual state qualifi-
ers. I have no doubt that
Paige Hullopeter, Ava
Maves, Alivia Sturges
and Mckenna Edel will
also have significant con-
tributions. Our team has
so much depth, each kid
has their unique way of
contributing on a varsity
level,” said Owatonna
first-year Head Coach
Kiana Starks.

The Huskies lost three
key competitors to grad-
uation with state entrant,
all-arounder Halle Theis,
and multiple-time state
qualifiers Averie Roush
and Jozie Johnsons grad-
uating last spring.

However, the team
won’t have to strain
much to fill positions as
each gymnast trains to
master multiple events
over the course of their
careers with the pro-
gram.

The most difficult
role to fill will be the
all-around position, but
Sparks will not be with-

out options.

Neumann and Maves
are front-runners for the
gig as both are extremely
well-rounded gymnasts.

The former is cur-
rently Owatonna’s most
decorated gymnast with
a state individual title,
but Maves does bring
a strong resume to the
table as she actually
took over for Theis in
all-around competition
during a meet at Lakev-
ille North last season.

However, Sparks also
has her eye on a new-
comer as a potential dark
horse for the spot.

“Ellie Blum is new to
our team this year as a
freshman. I expect her to
be one, if not our only all-
around gymnast,” said
Sparks on her incoming
freshman athlete.

Captaining the team in
2025-26 will be the senior
duo of Miller and Norrid.

Owatonna’s first meet
will be against the Austin
Packers at the Austin
YMCA on Friday, Dec. 6
at 6:30 p.m.

EXPECT MORE FROM AN EMPLOYEE OWNED STORE P RO U D S U P PO RTER S O F

/e,

1620 S. Cedar Ave, Owatonna

507-451-0138

OWATONNA
ATHLETICS

GO HUSKIES!
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Owatonna Gymnastics Schedule

Dec. 6
Dec. 11
Dec. 13
Dec. 19
Jan. 3
Jan. 8

6:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
11:00 a.m.
6:30 p.m.
11 a.m.
6:30 p.m.

2025-26

vs. Austin Jan. 10
vs. Faribault Jan. 16
at Brainerd Jan. 17
vs. Winona Jan. 22
at Farmington Feb. 7

at Northfield

12 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
10 a.m.
6:30 p.m.
11 a.m.

at Lakeville North
at Rochester

at Park HS

Home Triangular
at Northfield

HAVE A GREAT SEASON HUSKIES!
, s
Culligan ‘ ULTRAPURE

507-225-0865 « www.culliganwaterminnesota.com

PUBLICATION OF STEELE COUNTY TIMES




WINTER SPORTS 2025

SPORTS WRAP

DECEMBER 2025 15

Heres who to watch this winter in Owatonna

watonna’s
defending state
champion

gymnastics squad returns
most of the lineup that
captured the school’s first
title. Sophomore Delia
Neumann won the individ-
ual state championship
on the balance beam with
senior Chloe Myer taking
third. Seniors Kendra
Miller and Dylann Norrid
and junior Johanna
Spielman were all state
qualifiers. New coach
Kiana Starks says, “Our
team has so much depth,
each kid has their unique
way of contributing on a
varsity level.”

Girls basketball

Huskies girls bas-
ketball brings back key
components to a team that
went 22-6 and won 17 in a
row. Junior Jersey Cole-
man is a great rebounder
and “can score at all
three levels,” says coach

STAFF PHOTO BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS

Owatonna gymnastics poses for a team photo after winning the 2024-25 Class AA state title. The win was the program'’s
first-ever team title, and was promptly followed by Delia Neumann winning the state balance beam title as an individual

the very next day.

Pat Webb. Senior Jessica
Fisher is “as versatile of
a defender as you’ll find”
and has “great basketball
1Q.” Junior D’Neasha
Stevens is a “great com-
petitor on both ends of the
floor.”

OHS finished second
in the Big Nine in 2024-25,
behind Mayo, who beat the
Huskies in the first round
of sections.

STAFF PHOTO BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
Owatonna's Cooper Routh goes up for a contested layup
against Albert Lea last season. Routh and teammates Gavin
Burmeister and Will Halverson are names to watch out for
on this year's team.

Dance

Owatonna Dance
Team’s new coach Emma
Paquette says, “The
varsity team as a whole
is something to watch out
for. We are doing a new
style of dance that is much
faster, upbeat and has lots
of songs to get the crowd
involved.”

Seniors are Addy John-
son, Emily McMasters,

STAFF PHOTO BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS

Aubrey Groby, Tori Kozi-
olek, Jocelyn Anselmo and
Claire Noble. The Huskies
were Big Nine runners-up
last season.

Boys swim/dive

Huskies boys swim and
dive has young and not so
young athletes to set the
pace. Seniors Logan Flynn,
Phoenix Storm, and Con-
nor McBroom are expected
to deliver points. Sopho-

mores Jacob Gleason, Levi
Johnson, and Greyson
Rhodes, and freshman An-
drew Jacott look to make
their mark too.

Boys hockey

Boys hockey returns
five players who had
double-digit point totals,
several of them in their
first year on varsity. Zach
Klecker (18 goals, 15 assists,
33 points), Grady Roush

Owatonna's Emily McMasters smiles to

herself mid-performance as she competes
for ODT's varsity kick team. McMasters
will be one of six seniors on this year's

ODT roster.

STAFF PHOTO BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
Owatonna's Trey Hiatt works to secure a
takedown against Simley's Aiden Mincey. Hiatt
hit 100 wins last season and will look to get
back to state after having qualified in 2023.
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STAFF PHOTO BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
Owatonna'’s Jersey Coleman
shoots over a Red Wing
defender in a game last
season. Owatonna finished
last year 22-6 and is hoping
to have similar success in
2025-26.

(16G, 5A, 21 points) and
Caleb Ringhofer (7G, 9A,
16 points) are juniors. Zach
Roesner (6G, 8A, 14 points)
is a sophomore. Seniors
Wyatt Macy and Landen
Sturges bring a veteran
boost to the blue line.

Coach Dennis Will
says, “This is a team that
with experience will get
better...We’re young (8
seniors/8 juniors/22 soph-
omores) but with time
and experience I see them
only getting stronger as
the season progresses.”
The Huskies upset Cen-
tury in the playoffs last
winter before falling to
Lakeville North.

Girls hockey

Huskies girls hockey
has a trio of seniors that
have played varsity since
their middle school days.
Kendra Bogen eclipsed
the 100-point mark of her
career last season, Owa-

See WINTER on 19 »
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Panthers
expect some
bumps along

the way

BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
SPORTS EDITOR

NRHEG basketball
will continue to rebuild
its program after again
losing some key varsity
starters to graduation in
2025.

With just one senior
on the team, the Pan-
thers will rely heavily
on their six juniors and
three sophomores, who
account for all four of the
team’s returning letter
winners.

“Because we are a
young team, there will be
some bumps and bruis-
es. However, this group
has played together for
many years. We’ll look to
constantly be improving
and hitting our stride at
the right time of year. We
don’t have the size we’'ve
had in the past, but we
have a lot of athleticism
and speed that we’ll try
to take advantage of,”
said NRHEG Head Coach
Dan Schmidt.

Returning this season
and stepping into larger
roles will be Brendan

Schmidt, Calvin Nissen
and Lavon Jewison.

All three athletes
rotated in and out of the
Panthers’ starting lineup
last season, making them
the most experienced
veterans on a relatively
young team.

Also expected to turn
heads this year are
Brooks Gilliland and A.J.
Deen.

Both missed all of last
season due to injuries but
will rejoin the squad to
play key roles in the post.

According to Schmidt,
the team has enough
pieces in place to be a
real contender in their
Gopher Conference West
Division.

“If we play to our
potential, we can get in
the top 2-3 in the Go-
pher Conference West
Division. JWP will be
the favorite in the west,
with Triton leading the
east. Both teams return
a lot of talent from last
year’s conference cham-
pionship teams. As for
our section, we moved
to Class A this year, so
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we’re going down a class.
We remain in Section
Two, but with a number
of new teams that we
don’t have a lot of famil-
iarity with. JWP and
Springfield look to be the
favorites in the section,
with Mankato Loyola
being a dark horse,” said
Schmidt.

NRHEG is coming off
a 4-22 season, meaning
the Panthers have plenty
of room to improve on
last year’s record.

Up next for the team is
a home matchup against
Le Sueur-Henderson
scheduled for Thursday,
Dec.4 at 7:15 p.m.

Dec. 4

Dec. S
Dec. 9
Dec. 12

Dec. 16
Dec. 18
Dec. 22

Dec. 23
Jan. 3
Jan. 6
Jan.9
Jan. 13
Jan. 15

COURTESY DEBRA BENTLY - NRHEG STAR EAGLE

NRHEG Boys Varsity Basketball
2025-26

7:15 p.m.  vs. Le Sueur- Jan.20 7 p.m. vs. Medford
Henderson Jan. 22 7 p.m. at Randolph

7:15 p.m.  vs. Blooming Prairie  Jan. 26 7:15 p.m. atJWP

7:15 p.m.  vs. Maple River Jan. 29 7:15 p.m.  vs.Kenyon-

7 p.m. at Bethlehem Wanamingo
Academy Feb. 2 7:15p.m. atusc

7 p.m. at Medford Feb. 3 7:15 p.m.  vs. Nicollet

7:15p.m.  vs.JWP Feb. 6 7:30 p.m. at Hayfield

7:15 p.m.  vs. Martin County Feb. 7 7 p.m. at Cleveland
West Feb.10 7 p.m. at Madelia

7:30 p.m. at Waseca Feb.12  7:30 p.m. at Tri-City United

7 p.m. at St. Clair Feb.13 7:15p.m. vs.Alden-Conger/

7:15p.m. vs.USC Glenville-Emmons

5:45 p.m. vs. Triton Feb.17  7:15p.m. vs.Mankato Loyola

7:15p.m. vs. WEM Feb.20 7 p.m. at WEM

7 p.m. at Truman/

Martin Luther/GHEC
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NRHEG looking torward to tough battles

BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
SPORTS EDITOR

NRHEG girls basket-
ball has been an elite-level
program for quite some
time, and the Panthers
aren’t showing any signs of
slowing down as the team
enters the 2025-26 season.

The Panthers will return
some key athletes in Cam-
ryn and Quinn VanMalde-
ghem, as well as names like
Chloe Stork, Ezra Boerner
and Clara Buendortf.

“I'm excited for this
team. They are competitive,
athletic and a fun group of
girls. We are bringing back
a couple of kids who played
big minutes for us last year.
This is a group that has
some speed, rebounds and
runs the floor well, and
should cause some havoc on
defense. We have a few kids
who are making the jump
from junior varsity last
year to big varsity minutes
this year. We have a tough
schedule this season and
are excited to have some
tough battles that we can

learn from. We're hoping

to continue to improve all
season long so we're playing
our best come playoff time,”
said NRHEG Head Coach
Onika Peterson.

The VanMaldeghem
twins figure to be the team’s
biggest scoring threats this
season after both led the
team alongside center Kylie
Olson in the team’s run to
state last season.

However, NRHEG has
also faced its fair share of
difficulties so far, as it will
be without Olson this season
due to her sustaining a torn
ACL in preseason practice.

Key contributor Izley
Boerner is also question-
able for the season as she
continues to deal with com-
plications stemming from a
torn ACL that kept her out
for much of last year.

A bright spot for 2025-26
is that the team will have
Stork from the very start
after she was hampered by
injuries last season.

With a team that is
stacked with athleticism,
Peterson sees a clear path

for her team to take over
games.

“We need to rebound
and run the floor every
chance we can. Defensive-
ly, we need to be smart but
aggressive. We have a solid
core of returning athletes
but are looking to see who
will be stepping into some
holes that we still need to
fill,” said Peterson.

NRHEG’s next game
will be on the road at
Blooming Prairie on
Thursday, Dec. 4 at 7 p.m.

THOMPSON
SANITATION INC.

WSy (00D LUCK PANTHERS!

Steele County Drop Site: 1255 Kilworth Drive, NW ¢ Phone: 507-256-4370
Office in Clarks Grove * 507-214-0685 - Recycling in Owatonna

COURTESY ELI LUTGENS - NRHEG STAR EAGLE

NRHEG Girls Varsity Basketball 2025-26

Dec. 4 7 p.m. at Blooming Prairie Jan. 22 7 p.m. vs. Randolph
Dec. 9 7:15 p.m.  at Maple River Jan. 24 2:30 p.m.  vs. Houston
Dec.12 7:15p.m. vs.Bethlehem Jan. 26 7:15p.m.  vs.JWP
Academy Jan.30  7:15p.m. atKenyon-
Dec.13 4 p.m. vs. Jackson County Wanamingo
Central Feb. 2 7:15p.m. vs.USC
Dec.16 7 p.m. vs. Lanesboro Feb. 3 7:15 p.m.  at Southland
Dec.19 7:15p.m. atJWP Feb.6 6 p.m. at Hayfield/
Dec.23 7:15p.m. vs.Waseca Schaeffer Academy
Jan.6 7:15 p.m. atusScC Feb. 10 7 p.m. at St. Clair
Jan.9 7:15p.m. atTriton Feb.13 7:15p.m. atAlden-Conger/
Jan. 12 7 p.m. vs. St. Peter Glenville-Emmons
Jan. 13 7:15 p.m. atWEM

_ fxce}ationa[ Care.

Clouporing O ﬂExtmordi’nary Living. Pride
903 Calverly Court » Ellendale, MN 56026 All the
507-684-3026 « Health Dimensions Group Wav!

Mon-Sat
8a.m.-6 p.m.
Sunday
10a.m.-1p.m.

Go Panthers! LERBERG'S FOODS

%  Steele County's Oldest Grocery Store!
Since 1901

120 5th Ave, Ellendale 507-684-2472

Like us on Facebook Visit our website: lerbergsfoods.com

Good Luck This Sports Season Panthers!

. We understand small business
Doerhoefer, Miner, because we are a small business

Andrist & Arndt, P.A.

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

314 E. Main St., Blooming Prairie | 507-583-7258
685 W. Bridge St., Suite 6, Owatonna | 507-451-9136
133 N. Broadway, New Richland | 507-465-8100
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NRHEG to lean on senior leadership

BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
SPORTS EDITOR

NRHEG lost some
serious firepower from
last year’s roster with five
seniors graduating, but
the Panthers have plenty
of talent returning to keep
the team competitive.

Highlighting the team’s
returners will be a pair
of state entrants in Ryan
Schlaak and Grahm
Jacobson.

Neither placed at the
state tournament, but
both were making their
debuts during their
underclassmen seasons,
with Schlaak qualify-
ing as a sophomore and
Jacobson making it as the
Panthers’ youngest-ever
state entrant during his
seventh-grade season.

While the Panthers can
expect to have plenty of
early-dual success with

younger, lighter athletes,
the team may struggle to
fill holes at the heavier
weights.

Last year’s graduates in-

cluded Aidan Schlaak (160
pounds), Harbor Cromwell
(172), Cole Hutchens (215)
and Jace Thrke (285).

In order for his team
to remain competitive,
first-year head coach Krey
Cory will have to find a
way to fill weights and get
his inexperienced wres-
tlers ready to hit the mats.

NRHEG's first dual of
the season will be on the
road against Medford on
Thursday, Dec. 4 at 7 p.m.

*The Steele County
Times sent a question-
naire to the NRHEG
wrestling program, but
received no response,
resulting in insufficient
information for a complete
write up on the Panthers’
2025-26 outlook.

NRHEG!IS;RROUDIOFAYOU!

1))

CAR WASH

Letbergs Fitness, Car Wash & Coin Laundry

Have A Great Year Panthers!

118 5th Ave e Ellendale, MN
507-684-2471

COURTESY DEBRA BENTLY - NRHEG STAR EAGLE

NRHEG Varsity Wrestling 2025-26

Dec. 4 7 p.m. at Medford Jan. 15 7 p.m. vs. WEM/JWP
Dec. 6 9:45a.m. at St.James Jan. 17 9a.m. at Westfield
Dec.11 7 p.m. vs. Westfield (Hayfield)
Dec.12 4:30 p.m. at Lakeville South Jan. 22 S p.m. at Waseca
Dec.19 4 p.m. at Redwood Valley Jan.24  9am. at Orono
Dec.20 9a.m. at Redwood Valley Jan.29 7 p.m. at Kenyon-
Jan. 2 S p.m. Home Invitational Wanamingo
Jan. 8 7 p.m. vs. St. Clair & Triton

o O

—>  CALL BROZ ELECTRIC FOR ALL
7 YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDS!

Residential « Farm « Commercial

— _Electric) good Luck Panthers!
24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE  B07=414-1073 o Clarcment
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Medford ready to take the next step

<« NEXT STEP from 7
said Medford Head Coach
Steve Boehning.

The Tigers will roll out
a varsity roster of 14 ath-
letes, meaning the team
will have subs to be able to
mix in fresh legs.

Highlighting this
year’s team are a couple
of returning athletes in
Landon Seiler, Orion
Heintz, Bennett Stinocher
and John Hora.

Seiler and Heintz have

proven to be explosive
playmakers at the guard
positions; meanwhile,
Hora gives the Tigers
some much-needed height
inside the post.

Also returning to the
team will be Drake Stursa,
Kyle Vatsaas and Simon
Karsten-Atkins —all of
whom Boehning believes
are ready to take on some
bigger varsity minutes.

New faces include
transfer Collin Perigo and

freshman Nic Taylor.

The only way for the
Tigers to go is up in 2025-
26, and the team should
have the experience now
to find ways to win in tight
games.

If the Tigers can play
strong on defense, they
could surprise some teams
this year.

Medford’s next game is
at home against Bethle-
hem Academy on Friday,
Dec.5at 7p.m.

BP enters rebuild with high hopes

< REBUILD from 3
season, while the latter
averaged 7.0 points, 3.8
rebounds and 2.5 assists.
Staloch also enters the
season just 283 points shy
of his 1,000t at the varsity
level — a feat he should
accomplish this season.
Another standout that
Rutledge hopes will make
a difference is NRHEG
transfer Jared Lee.

Lee will join the Awe-
some Blossoms varsity
ranks after being forced
to play junior varsity
last season due to trans-
fer rules. He is also the
younger brother of former
NRHEG basketball stand-
out, Daxter Lee.

Coming off a 21-7
season, Blooming Prairie
will have a lot to prove, but
Rutledge said he sees his

team as being able to “com-
pete night in and night out
in our conference.”

According to him, some
conference contenders
include Triton and JWP,
with section favorites
being Waseca, Belle Plaine
and Glencoe-Silver Lake.

Blooming Prairie’s next
game will be on the road
against NRHEG on Fri-
day, Dec. 5 at 7:15 p.m.

BP’s ‘youth movement’ ready for next step

< MOVEMENT from 4
and Salinas as the team’s
most experienced start-
ers.

Schwarz finished last
season averaging 11.8
points, 4.8 rebounds and
2.6 assists per game, while
Salinas was a threat in
the post snagging re-
bounds and drawing key
fouls.

The two will be joined
by freshman standouts
Elaine Schwarz and Em-

merson Nelson as the core
of the team’s starting five.

Much like her sis-
ter, Elaine Schwarz is
a scoring threat who
averaged 8.5 points and
12.5 rebounds per game
as an eighth-grader, and
will bring excellent height
in the post at five feet, 11
inches.

Nelson served as the
team’s point guard last
season in her eighth-
grade year as well, and is

a fast-paced athlete who
creates turnovers on de-
fense and can distribute
the ball well in transition.

Blooming Prairie fin-
ished last season 3-12in
conference play and 7-19
overall, meaning there is
plenty of room for im-
provement this year.

Up next for the Awe-
some Blossoms is a home
matchup against NRHEG
scheduled for Thursday,
Dec.4at7p.m.

Here’s who to watch this winter in Owatonna

<« WINTER from 15
tonna’s 17th consecutive
with a.500 record or bet-
ter. Joining her as cap-
tains are forward Genna
Froman and defenseman
Paige Thompson.

They will stabilize
a team that graduated
eight seniors and has
an influx of new players
on the roster with the
resumption of a junior
varsity team.

Boys basketball

Despite graduating
their entire starting
lineup, Huskies boys
basketball brings back
several players with
experience. Coach Josh
Williams says senior
Gavin Burmeister “will
step into a much differ-
ent role where we ask a

lot of him.” Senior Will
Halverson was “our first
post off the bench and
someone we are counting
on to take a bigleap.”
Juniors Willie Moore and
Brendan Klecker and
sophomore Cooper Routh
all got varsity seasoning
in 2024-25.

“I'love our guys,” says
Williams. “I do feel we
have quality senior lead-
ership as well as some
depth and talent in our
juniors and sophomores.
How we blend those three
grades, mature and come
together as a group, and
how hard we compete
will determine a lot.”

OHS upset Lakeville
South on a buzzer beater
in the playoffs then lost
to North.

Wrestling
Owatonna returns
five wrestlers who have
qualified for state during

their careers: seniors
Trey Hiatt and McKayla
Selle, junior Jacob Wil-
son, sophomore Aliah
Fischer and freshman
Gabe Robb. The girls
program continues to
grow and OHS will host
a girls invitational on
December 19 as one of
four home meets on the
season.

Captains are Hiatt,
Selle, Carter Flatland,
Kaden Keller and Riley
Kreeger, all seniors. OHS
narrowly lost to North-
field in the section semi-
finals last season. The
Huskies tied for second
in the Big Nine.

HOME OF THE HONEST MECHANICS!

HONEST-1°¢
AUTO CARE

Mon-Fri 7 a.m.-5:30 p.m.

1125 S. Oak Ave. » Owatonna

507-431-1123 » www.Honest10watonna,com

PUBLICATION OF STEELE COUNTY TIMES



20 DECEMBER 2025

WINTER SPORTS 2025

Main Street Dental Clinics

comfortable dentistry

Blooming Prairie Owatonna New Richland
405 E Main St 1170 E Frontage Rd | 132 North Broadway
507-583-2141 507-455-1000 507-463-0502

Mankato
287 St Andrews Dr
507-720-0250

Rochester
3110 Wellner Dr NE
507-536-7700

mainstreetdentalclinics.com

UNITED IS
THE WAY

a % 2 | Together, we're creating a future where E o =
\ everyone can reach their full potential. JT:

OWATONNA

RUBLIC SCH®®INS

WE’VE GOT BETTER
THINGS TO DO

MOST

Blossoms would rather
NOT drink alcohol when
hanging out with friends.

s BPAC

BLOOMING POSITIVE ACTION COALITION

GRANT HOSTED BY UWSC. FUNDED BY MN DHS BHA.
SOURCE: 2024PCN SURVEY, N=193 GRADES 9-12, BPPS
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